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News

Photo by Mechelle Schloss/The Connection

On Exhibit
Adrienne Cook, a volunteer at the G40 Summit exhibition, taking in
one of the many wall installations on Saturday, March 7.  The
exhibition will run through March 30, 7 days per week.

New York- based New Brow
graffiti artist, TMNK, in front of
one of his “Art is My Weapon”
installations at the G40 Summit
Art Exhibition in Crystal City.

By Senitra McCombs

The Connection

T
ired of fighting through traffic on
the beltway? Perhaps Commuter
Connections has a solution.

According to Commuter Connections Di-
rector Nicholas Ramfos, Commuter Connec-
tions began a pilot carpooling program in
the D.C. area to help “promote carpooling”
and help to “decrease air pollution and pro-
mote long-term changes in commuting be-
havior.”

When the program first started in the
area, it was restricted to only three major
highway bottlenecks however, now it will
be open to “all newly formed registered
carpools traveling anywhere within the re-
gion.”

Beside the gas mileage saved by using
Commuter Connections, the program also

offers riders a cash incentive called Pool
Rewards.

“Commuters may qualify for a $1 each
way incentive for carpooling during the Pool
Rewards pilot program. In order to receive
payment, participants are expected to regu-
larly report travel time through an online
system.” Ramfos said.

However, commuters must register to join
or form a new carpool by March 31.

Commuters who travel during peak com-
muting times can sign up for the Pool Re-
wards program at www.commuter
connections.org.

In addition, ridesharing commuters may
also be eligible for other money-saving ser-
vices such as the free regional Guaranteed
Ride Home program that ensures a ride
home when unexpected emergencies arise.
Some rules and limitations apply.

Commuter Connections also provides reg-
istered commuters with free access to a list
of other commuters who live and work near
them as well as share similar work sched-
ules.

A similar cash incentive program called

‘Pool Rewards’ for Sharing
Reward program
encourages new
carpoolers.

Crystal City Business Improve-
ment District CEO and President
Angie Fox opens the “G40: The
Summit” with curator and Art
Whino founder Shane
Pomajambo, on March 1.
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By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
here’s nothing like a presi-
dential visit to gin up a
buzz. Just ask the folks at

OPOWER, the Arlington-based
company that that promotes en-
ergy efficiency and Smart Grid soft-
ware. Last week, their office was
the scene of a speech delivered by
President Barack Obama.

“This looks like a fun place to
work,” the president said, prompt-
ing giggles from OPOWER employ-
ees in the background. “The jobs

of tomorrow will be the jobs in the
clean energy sector.”

Obama praised OPOWER for
doubling its workforce in the last
year. He also commended the
company’s work to reducing the
amount of carbon in the atmo-
sphere by increasing energy effi-
ciently of the utility companies
that purchase the company’s soft-
ware. Essentially, the president
used the appearance as a way to
highlight the relationship between
environmental innovation and job
growth.

Courtesy of OPOWER

President Obama delivers a speech at OPOWER’s Arling-
ton office across the street from the Courthouse Metro
station.

Obama at OPOWER
Presidential visit highlights local
company’s energy innovation.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he cop cruiser patrolling your neighborhood
is operating in secret. And don’t bother ask
ing for documents detailing their activities

because police departments in Northern Virginia rou-
tinely deny requests for incident reports and arrest
records. Arlington and Fairfax police officials won’t
even answer questions about their lack of transpar-
ency. It’s all legal under the Virginia Freedom of In-
formation Act, which includes broad exemptions for
police agencies. Local jurisdictions that use their ex-
emption in all cases, regardless of what the case is
about or whether the case is open or closed.

“I don’t think we have to justify it,” said Alexan-
dria Police Chief Earl Cook in an interview about
access to public documents. “A lot of things can be
said about transparency, that doesn’t make it effec-
tive.”

In a series of Freedom of Information Act requests

to three Northern Virginia jurisdictions, police offi-
cials denied access to a wide range of public infor-
mation. Alexandria police issued a press release in-
cluding a mug shot when they arrested a burglar in
Old Town last year, but they won’t share the inci-
dent reports leading to his prosecution. In Fairfax
County, police declined a request to be interviewed
about their unwillingness to release the name of the
officer who shot and killed a motorist on Richmond
Highway last year. And the Arlington County Police
Department also refused to answer questions about
their denial to release documents related to the
drunk-driving arrest of a former Alexandria police
chief — a case that’s been fully adjudicated in the
courts.

“I think Northern Virginia has really taken this to
an extreme,” said Ginger Stanley, executive director
of the Virginia Press Association. “I understand the
need of law enforcement to protect an ongoing in-
vestigation, but there’s also a public interest at work

Transparency Blackout Police departments in Northern Virginia
refuse to release public documents.

Secret Police?
❖ Alexandria: In September, the

Alexandria Police Department issued
a press release announcing the arrest
of Ralph Fowler, a man they charged
with a series of burglaries in Old
Town. In response to a Freedom of
Information Act request, Alexandria
officials refused to release incident
reports detailing the crimes alleged in
the press release. In an interview
about availability of public docu-
ments, Alexandria Police Chief Earl
Cook said he didn’t think he needed
to justify his department’s lack of
transparency.

❖ Arlington: In July, the Arling-
ton County Police Department
arrested former Alexandria Police
Chief David Baker and charged him
with drunk driving. In response to a
Freedom of Information Act request
for the arrest report, county officials
charged $24 for a one-paragraph

summary of the document in which
they misidentified the man they ar-
rested. They later explained that
Baker was correctly identified in the
report, but they refused to release it,
even now that Baker has served his
sentence in the county jail. Arlington
police officials declined a request to
be interviewed about their commit-
ment to transparency.

❖ Fairfax:  In November, a
Fairfax County Police Department
officer shot and killed a motorist on
Richmond Highway. In response to a
Freedom of Information Act request,
Fairfax officials declined to release
the name of the officer who killed the
man or share documents related to
the incident. Officials with the
Fairfax County Police Department
later declined a request to answer
questions about government trans-
parency.

By Delia Sava

The Connection

“

I
t’s amazing, it’s just a serious stroke of luck

and it’s really great to work with the people
here and the staff,” said Jenny Mullins. The
25-year-old Texas native who holds an MFA

in painting from the Maryland Institute College
of Art is the most recent artist to join the resi-
dency program at the Arlington Arts Center.

It’s a gloomy day. The rain is falling hard and
steady outside but inside in her spacious light–
filled studio, Mullins is all smiles: she is working
on one of her large colorful paintings.

“It was always the thing that I wanted to do,”
said Mullins about her choice to become an art-
ist. It was just a matter of deciding what role art
would play in her life. “Was it something that I
would do as a hobby or was it something I would
do as a profession?” she said adding, “I just real-
ized over time that it had to be a profession be-
cause it wasn’t satisfying to have it in a lesser role.”

In addition to creating works of art, Mullins says
she “pays the bills” by teaching at Montgomery
Community College and at NoVa Community Col-
lege. “At the moment I am teaching color theory
which I love doing — it’s learning how colors re-
late and learning how to use color,” Mullins said.

Mullins is working to deepen her practice and
says she likes to really push the envelope. “Ulti-
mately to get my ideas across to people; commu-
nication is a huge part … if I can create a piece
that people can relate to and really understand
then that’s deeply satisfying.”

When asked about the inspiration for her work,
Mullins says it’s more of an “obsession” for her to
explore American culture. “That’s the core of my
work, what is it to be American?” She added, “It’s
fascinating how people take different cultures and

weave them into our own and they become some-
thing else, something American.”

Mullins points to the installation in the back of
the studio, an interactive sculpture, titled “The
American Reincarnation Machine” as an example
of what she’s communicating through her art. “It
stems from different ideas and I’m distilling it
down, the machine comes from my fascination
with Eastern and Western culture.”

The sculpture resembles a soda machine that’s
undergone a Las Vegas make-over and what
Mullins describes as a “tinny British accent.” When

Color Me Lucky
Artist explores what it
means to be American.

Photo by Delia Sava/The Connection

 Jenny Mullins created the interactive
sculpture “The American Reincarnation
Machine.”
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News

The Virginia General Assembly concluded most of its 2010 leg-
islative session March 14.

The following is a sample of bills that Richmond deliberated
on this year and information about how local legislators voted
on particular bills.

Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) still has an opportunity to veto any
bill that General Assembly has passed over the next couple of
weeks. Legislation that McDonnell vetoes must then win two-
thirds of the votes in both branches of the General Assembly in a
one-day session held April 21 in order to become law.

More information about each bill can be found on the General
Assembly’s Web site at HYPERLINK “http://leg1.state.va.us”
http://leg1.state.va.us.

Concealed Guns Allowed In Bars
The General Assembly has voted in favor of allowing people

to carry a gun concealed into a bar or restaurant as long they
have an appropriate permit and do not consume alcohol. Previ-
ously, Virginia had only allowed people to carry their firearm
into a bar or restaurant if they agreed to expose the weapon.

Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has indicated he will sign the new
bill into law.

Every Arlington County delegate and state senator voted
against this legislation but it passed both branches of the state
legislation by substantial margins.

Establishing Charter
Schools Made Easier

The General Assembly did agree to tweak the charter school
application process, though the legislative body stopped far short
of the complete overhaul Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has put be-
fore them.

The Virginia Board of Education will be obligated to review
and state whether they support a specific charter school applica-
tion, though local school boards would still have the ultimate
say in whether a new charter school opens in their district.

Charter school advocates have said that a local school board’s
ability to veto any charter school application — which is still
intact under this iteration of the law — is a major impediment
to establishing a robust charter school movement in Virginia.
They argue that local school boards often have an incentive stifle
local charter school movements, since charters often compete
with traditional public schools for funding and students.

The issue of charters, privately run schools paid for with pub-
lic dollars, cuts across political party lines. In addition to
McDonnell, President Barack Obama (D) has stated his strong
support for charter school development.

Though the bill easily passed both branches of legislature, ev-
ery Arlington County delegate and state senator voted against
it.

Money from HOT Lanes Tickets
Will Go To Private Company

The private company that will own and operate the High Oc-
cupancy Toll [HOT] lanes being built from Springfield to Tysons
Corner on the Capital Beltway will profit off of those using the
roadways both lawfully and unlawfully.

Transurban Group will not only collect revenue from people
paying to ride in HOT lanes but also those who try to skip out on
the fee and get caught. The Australian company will get to keep
any of the money collected from traffic violations associated with
the tolls.

Arlington County Del. Adam Ebbin (D-39) introduced legisla-
tion this year that would have altered this arrangement, sending
all money collected from HOT lane violations to the state coffers
instead of Transurban.

The Virginia House of Delegates’ transportation committee
voted to kill the legislation, though Ebbin’s Arlington colleague,
Del. Bob Brink (D-48) voted in favor of the bill.

General Assembly Wrap Up

From Page 3

Keeping Police Records Secret
here.”
The code of silence has its roots in the Virginia

Freedom of Information Act, passed by the General
Assembly in the 1968. The legislation includes a
loophole large enough for a police cruiser to drive
through it. Local governments have an exemption
that allows for a complete blackout for “complaints,
memoranda, correspondence, case files or reports,
witness statements and evidence.” These documents
that reveal a wide spectrum of detailed information
about police behavior, everything from how investi-
gations were conducted to how conclusions were
reached. The way
that exemption is
exercised in North-
ern Virginia, that
means citizens have
only faintest idea of
how their police
departments are
acting on their be-
half. The only infor-
mation available is
through summaries
of the documents
police refuse to re-
lease.

“It’s a control
thing,” said Lucy
Dalglish, executive director of the Arlington-based
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. “And
there doesn’t seem to be any political will to do any-
thing about it.”

Ironically, the first paragraph of the Virginia Free-
dom of Information Act explains that all public
records “shall be presumed open.”

But that’s not how it works.
Police departments in Northern Virginia have cho-

sen to interpret the law in a way that starts from the
presumption that they will never share incident re-
ports and arrest reports — regardless of what the
case is about or whether the case is open or closed.
That means police departments in Virginia act with-
out the kind of public scrutiny that acts as a check
on public-safety officials widely available in other
states.

“Virginia is the outlier,” said Charles Davis, execu-
tive director of the National Freedom of Informa-
tion Coalition, and professor at the Missouri School
of Journalism. “These are documents that are avail-
able in most other states, but Virginia is unique in
the level of closure.”

Any legislative effort to undercut the broad ex-
emption power would likely be opposed by groups
such as the Virginia Police Chiefs Association. Ac-
cording to Dana Schrad, executive director of that
organization, the association would rather see agen-
cies work within the law and strike a balance be-
tween public disclosure and public safety. Accord-
ing to a law-enforcement guide to the Virginia Free-
dom of Information Act published by the associa-
tion, the ability to withhold information also comes
with the responsibility to not abuse that discretion.

“We encourage agencies to use their discretion in
a judicious manner,” said Schrad. “There may be situ-
ations where it’s in the best interest of the public to
release this information.”

Yet police officials in Fairfax, Arlington and Alex-
andria have adopted what they call a “blanket” ap-
proach to using their exemption. That means they
have decided to withhold any document they can,
making police officials in Northern Virginia open to
the least amount of public scrutiny in America.

Fairfax County is the least transparent police de-
partment in Northern Virginia. Even defense attor-
neys in Fairfax complain that they have to get a court
order to see police records that are routinely made
available in the rest of Virginia. In contrast to Alex-
andria and Arlington, where prosecutors open their
office to defense attorneys, the Fairfax
commonwealth’s attorney’s office forces defendants
to tie up court time and jump through bureaucratic
hoops to get documents that are easily available else-
where — even in Virginia.

“It certainly puts more of a burden on the defen-
dant,” said Jim Clark, a defense attorney who prac-

tices in Fairfax
County. “I’d love to
get every incident
report, but that’s not
how things work in
Virginia.”

Nowhere is the
lack of transparency
on display more
dramatic than of-
f i c e r - i n v o l v e d
shootings. The most
recent example hap-
pened in July, when
a Fairfax County po-
lice officer shot and
killed a motorist on

Richmond Highway. In response to a Freedom of In-
formation Act request seeking information about the
incident, Fairfax officials declined to release video
footage of the shooting from police cruisers or cop-
ies of reports written in the wake of the shooting.
Even the name of the officer remains shrouded in
secrecy.

“Disclosure of the name is painful, but the greater
good is transparency,” said Jim Lay, an attorney who
represented Alexandria police officer Carl Stowe af-
ter he shot and killed a teenager in 2006. “In my
opinion, Fairfax County is exploiting the fact that
there are insufficient requirements for public disclo-
sure.”

In January, Fairfax County Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Raymond Morrogh announced that he would not
be filing criminal charges against the officer who shot
and killed David Masters, who was unarmed. A press
release issued on Jan. 27 suggested that Masters dis-
regarded police lights and sirens in the minutes be-
fore the fatal shot was fired. But the police depart-
ment denied a request for public inspection of the
actual reports. That leaves citizens of Fairfax County
with an incomplete portrait of how their police de-
partment used deadly force on a well-traveled stretch
of road.

“I would like to see all of this information disclosed
eventually,” said Dallas Shawkey, chairman of the
public safety committee of the Mount Vernon Coun-
cil of Citizens Association. “It’s important for the com-
munity to know what happened in this case and in
any case that involves the use of deadly force.”

ARLINGTON COUNTY Police Department refuses
to release the arrest report for what may be its high-
est-profile arrest of 2009 — the drunk driving bust
of David Baker, who was then the chief of police in
Alexandria. Even now that Baker has served his five
days in jail and the case is closed, police officials in
Arlington refuse to release the report detailing what
happened that humid July night. Through a spokes-
man, Arlington County Police Department officials
declined to answer questions about its commitment

Arlington Police Department

The Arlington County Police Department
charged four media outlets $24 each for staff
time to create a two-paragraph summary of a
document they refused to release. The docu-
ment misidentifies the name of the suspect and
the date of his arrest.
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

-Stone and Brick Re-building

-Mortar Matching

-Caulking and Waterproofing

-Masonry Cleaning

Masonry Restoration and Renovation

-Tuck Pointing

-Concrete Re-surfacing

-Terraces, walkways and stairs

-New Design and Installations

703.247.3388

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

THANKSGIVING CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, NOV. 20–29
Prices begin at only..............................................................................................................$580
Includes 9-Nights Cruise on Celebrity’s “Mercury” With All Meals & Entertainment

BEIJING TO HONG KONG CRUISE, SEPT. 4–14.......................................................$820
Includes 12-Nights Cruise on RCCL’s “Legend Of the Seas”, 1-Night Hilton Hotel,
Beijing and All Meals & Entertainment Onboard. $25 Shipboard Credit per Stateroom

IRELAND, NOV. 1–9.............................................................................................................$1899
Includes Air from National Airport, 3-Nights International Hotel, Killarney, 3-Nights
Imperial Hotel, Galway 1-Night Cabra Castle Daily Breakfast & Dinner Sightseeing,
Whiskey Tasting, Irish Coffee

Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

People

‘Sinfully Sweet’
Waiter Matt King pours
guests a glass of wine as they
enjoy tasty chocolate bites
inside Morton’s Steakhouse
on Friday, Feb. 26 during the
“Sinfully Sweet Wine and
Chocolate Pairing.”

Photo by

Lashawn Avery/

The Connection

Date Auction
Auctioneers Jen Amore and Nicole Truhe
talk to Karl Johnson following his win of
a coffee tasting on Wednesday. March
10, at the Arlington Young Democrats
ninth Annual Date Auction. The also
collected more than 100 pounds of food.

Arlington Young Democrats President
Gordon Simonett speaks with Terry
McAuliffe during the auction at the
Clarendon Grill which raised nearly
$4,000 for the Arlington Food Assistance
Center. The lunch with McAuliffe was
the top item, selling for $650.
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‘Kids Stuff’
Volunteer Amber Blaha helps customers
bag their items as they participate in the
Kids Stuff sale.

Volunteer/organizer Jill Rabach helps
customers assemble a stroller at the
Kids Stuff sale inside the St. Episcopal
Church on Saturday, March 13.
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Opinion

T
he Virginia General Assembly has
adjourned.

If for some reason your
attention lapsed between the cam-

paign for Governor (Gov. Bob McDonnell took
office just two months ago) and now, you might
expect a transportation plan as one of the out-
comes of this assembly session.

Here is the transportation relief pro-
posed and passed and likely to be
signed: the maximum speed limit on
some roads will increase to 70 miles-per-hour.

This seems like it might violate equal pro-
tection standards, since there are very few
hours of the day on any Northern Virginia’s
roads that getting above 55 is possible. Heck,
most of us are really happy if traffic on the
Beltway or 66 or 95 or Toll Road moves along
at 30 mph without frequent stops.

So in other parts of the state not dominated
by congestion, vehicles will be moving faster.

In Northern Virginia, there will be even less
money for even fewer efforts at relieving con-
gestion.

The governor’s commitment to fixing trans-
portation, the center of his campaign that
boosted him to an election victory even in
Fairfax County (not Arlington or Alexandria)
turned out to be far weaker than his commit-
ment to eschew any new forms of revenue that
might be needed to pay for such a fix.

Seriously, the Governor made no
major proposal to the General Assem-
bly on transportation.

Many, many people will face hard-
ships that the rest of us can barely imagine
because of the greatly pared down budget just
passed in the General Assembly, especially
people with disabilities of all kinds, working
poor families, people who need mental health
care, people who are struggling with addic-
tions, families who can’t afford health insur-
ance whose incomes are just enough to keep
them from getting assistance, etc.

Localities will press to raise property taxes
so they can buffer some of the cuts to educa-
tion, health care and the safety net passed
along from the state.

Parents and students and teachers will
feel the pain as school districts struggle
to adjust priorities in ways that won’t sit
well.

And everyone who needs to get anywhere
will sit in traffic, wait longer for buses, pay
more for rides on public transportation of all
kinds.

But don’t forget that if you are lucky enough
to drive through some of rural Virginia on an
interstate, you’ll probably get to go 70 miles-
per-hour. That should compensate for some of
the pain.

Find Us on Facebook
It’s a work in progress, but the Connec-

tion and sister papers Centre View, Alexan-
dria Gazette Packet and Mount Vernon Ga-
zette are now on Facebook. Please become
a fan.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

The Transportation Fix
No help on congestion just a small part of spreading pain from budget.

Editorial

Overpaid
Representatives
To the Editor:

Are you disturbed by those large organiza-
tions you pay to represent your interests who
routinely provide less than stellar results? U.S
citizens invest millions every year to support
these institutions whose employees receive
salaries many times those of the average Ameri-
can. Then, even when these highly paid em-
ployees deliver a sub-par performance, they are
given additional financial rewards. This both-
ers me. Am I just another citizen chiming in
about the bonuses awarded to financial, stock
brokerage and banking industries? No, I am,
in fact, talking about Congress.

There is a lot in the news about banks that,
only a few months ago, received a financial

Letters to the Editor
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bailout by American taxpayers that kept them
in business but which now are bestowing mil-
lion dollar bonuses to their employees. This is
maddening, I agree, but even the employees
of these financial institutions do not get to set
their own salaries. Members of Congress may
have the only job in the country who can set
their own salaries without regard to perfor-
mance, profit or economic climate. Even
though many they represent are struggling, the
economy is in recession and there are record
unemployment rates, members of Congress
received a $4,700 (or more) raise in 2009.

I realize that financial success might not be
the only reason to award a salary or bonus.
The banking industry is quick to point out that
they need to give their bonuses, though un-
popular to most Americans, so they won’t lose
their most talented employees to other com-

panies. Banks seem to feel that their employ-
ees are doing a good job for them. So, do most
Americans feel that Congress is doing a job that
justifies a pay raise while the “National Per-
sonal Income” is projected to decrease for the
first time since 1949, some 60 years ago? It
appears not: According to a Feb. 5, 2010 Gallup
poll, the approval rating of Congress by the
American public is less than 18 percent. The
partisan politics, and deadlock, do-nothing
operating procedures have been long-term
problems in American politics.

I have to wonder how well these people, with
a salary more than six times that of 50 percent
of Americans, can represent the interests of
most of us. I wonder if they are there for the
right reasons. Are they motivated by a com-
mitment to public service or does something
else motivate them? Did you know that 20 law-
makers who were found guilty of serious
crimes over the 25 years prior to 2007, includ-
ing stealing money from those they represent,
continue to receive retirement benefits. Pen-
sions for felons is, perhaps, a topic for another
day.  Our legislators deserve a fair salary and
are charged with setting their own by the Con-
stitution but it appears to me that it needs to
be brought back towards the middle-Ameri-
can level.

Here is my proposal. Pass legislation that ties
Congressional salaries to the median salary of
Americans. Medians are tabulated annually
and it seems fair to me that the pay becomes
tied to the financial performance of the coun-
try. There are 435 members in the House and
100 in the Senate. If salaries were tied to the
median salary of the Americans that Congress
represents, this would amount to a yearly sav-
ings of more than $78 million. It will take a
legislator to take this proposal and submit a
bill for passage — Impress me!

Scott Lockhart

Ashlawn Elementary School third-graders entertained their
parents by performing Greek Mythology Reader’s Theatre on Feb.

19. The show was the culmination of a drama residency taught by Theatre
Teaching Artist Mary Beth Bowen and funded by the APS Humanities Project.
Students from three different classes (Ms. Bailey, Ms. Chamberlain and Ms.
Musto) each performed a script based on a Greek myth, which they had read
as part of their study of Ancient Greece. The myths were “King Midas,” “the
Race of Atalanta” and “Hades & Persephone.”

Classic
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Theater

Huge Cast Fills Lee’s Stage

Pictured are P. Spencer Tamney — Wilson, Eleni Aldridge
— Mrs. Schlosser, Will Monahan — Endicott, Brian Clarke
— Murphy, Geoffrey Baskir — Schwartz, Jim Day —
McCue and Cal Whitehurst — Kruger.

Where & When
The Port City Playhouse production of

“The Front Page” is at the Lee Center for
the Performing Arts, 1108 Jefferson
Street with performances Friday and
Saturday at 8 p.m. There is a 2 p.m.
matinee on Sunday, March 28. Tickets
are $14 - $16. Call 703-838-2880 or log
on to www.telgo.com/pcp.

Some 22 actors perform 1920’s “The Front Page.”
By Brad Hathaway

The Connection

E
ver wonder why you don’t
see professional produc-
tions of such marvelous

old-time hits as the 1928 drama/
comedy of a night in the press
room of a Chicago courthouse,
“The Front Page?” Simple. The
script by Ben Hecht and Charles
MacArthur calls for a huge cast by
today’s standards.

Who can afford to pay 22 per-
formers at today’s rates? Not pro-
fessional theaters, that’s for sure.
Ah, but community theaters such
as the Port City Playhouse can field
such a small army because their
performers are all volunteers. Still,
it takes considerable resources to
make a complicated show of this
type work and director Roland
Branford Gomez gives the project
a sense of heft, if not a consistent
sense of style.

The action takes place on a
single set (that helps with the bud-
get). It is the pressroom of the
Criminal Courts Building in Chi-
cago on a late spring evening as a
gaggle of reporters wile away the
hours awaiting an execution
scheduled for the next dawn. How
much is a gaggle? In this case, it is
over half a dozen and the play-
wrights have given each a distinc-
tive personality so it would be dif-
ficult to get away with fewer just

to save money.
They play cards, they trade sto-

ries while one plunks away on a
banjo and another tries to get
some work done at his roll-top
desk (the desk plays an important
part in the plot after intermission).
Various strange characters wander
in and out, especially when things
get frantic after the escape of the
condemned man.

With 22 characters and only two
hours of stage time in its three
acts, the play doesn’t give very
many performers too much time
alone in a spotlight. Instead, the
show relies on rapid-fire dialogue,
often with multiple characters
talking at the same time. This kind
of show requires a polished, well-
practiced pace and here is where
this production fails to live up to
its potential. The confusion is not
as disciplined as the script’s au-
thors obviously intended.

With many people talking over
each other’s lines, it is important
that the lines that are most impor-
tant to the plot or to the defini-
tion of a particular character’s pur-
pose in a scene are the ones that
rise above the din so the audience
can follow what is going on. Too
often in this production, however,
it is the throwaway lines that ob-
scure plot points. As a result, the
audience spends a lot of time try-
ing to figure out what is going on
rather than sitting back and enjoy-

ing the action.
While it is essentially an en-

semble show, there is a principal
character that constitutes a star-
ring role. Reporter Hildy Johnson
is anxious to get the evening over
since he’s about to leave on his
honeymoon with his pretty bride
played by Elizabeth Heir. Mark Lee
Adams handles that role with a
glint in his eye, a spring in his step
and an energy not always matched
by the rest of the cast.

In any theater company, it would
be difficult to assemble an “all-star
cast” when the cast has to ap-
proach the two dozen mark. In
community theater that is even
more difficult, but Gomez and the
Port City Playhouse have the repu-
tation for solid productions that
draws some of the better commu-
nity theater actors and actresses
to their shows. As a result, this
production benefits from the likes
of Bonnie Jourdan as Hildy’s po-
tential mother-in-law, Jerry Morse
as the sheriff who’s career is in
danger due to the escape of his
prisoner, Ron Field as the Mayor
who’s concern over reelection out-
weighs any sense of duty, Ron
Sturman as the clerk trying against
considerable odds to deliver a re-
prieve from the Governor and Cary
Cramer as the escapee.

Late in the action, James
McDaniel joins the group as Hildy’s
editor out to make a name for his

newspaper by scooping everyone
else and manipulating events to
make an even more dramatic story.
His arrival sparks the production to
a higher energy level.

Another source of pleasure is the
music played before the show be-
gins, during intermission and as
the audience files out. It sounds
very much as if it might be vin-
tage 1920s jazz recordings cleaned
up through the magic of modern
digital technology. In fact, it is all
original music composed by Jo-
seph Colombo.

But it is the gaggle of reporters
that are the heart of the piece,
most notably Will Monahan as a
crotchety veteran, Jim Day as a
hardened beat reporter, Brian
Clark as a sharp-tongued scribe,
Ted Culler as the persnickety

owner of the roll-top desks and Cal
Whitehurst as the musically in-
clined reporter. Their banter may
well become better paced as they
perform the show more times. It
runs through March 28 at the Lee
Center.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater
in Virginia, Washington and Mary-
land as well as Broadway and writes
about theater for a number of na-
tional magazines. He can be reached
at Brad@PotomacStages.com.

Photo by Russ Hirshon

Signature Theater salutes Stephen
Sondheim (with Bernadette Peters) last
year at the first Sondheim Award given by
Signature Theatre.

Signature Celebrates Sondheim’s 80th
Join Signature Theatre this

weekend on March 20 and 21 in
celebrating the life and work of
composer/lyricist Stephen
Sondheim, the man who has trans-
formed the face of American mu-
sical theater with works such as
“A Little Night Music,” “Sweeney
Todd,” “Company,” “Follies,” “A
Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum,” and “Sunday
in the Park with George.”

Sondheim turns 80 on March
22, and since he’s Signature’s “sig-
nature” composer, the theater
company will honor him with a
full weekend of free events includ-
ing lobby performances, backstage
tours, films, lectures, actor discus-
sions, a critic forum, a sing-along,
and a birthday cake.

For the Sondheim Birthday
Weekend, Signature’s perfor-
mances of “Sweeney Todd” con-
tinue Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8
p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m. and 7

p.m.  In honor of
Sondheim’s 80th birth-
day, Signature has joined
with sponsor Target to
give away 80 tickets to
students and young pro-
fessionals (30 and un-
der) to the Saturday
evening performance of
“Sweeney Todd.”

Other Special
Sondheim Offerings:

Sweeney Experience
Auction. Be a part of the
show!  Participate during
Signature’s online auc-
tion for a chance to be
onstage during a perfor-
mance of “Sweeney
Todd.”  The winner of
the Sweeney Experience
auction will have a walk-
on role in costume during the Sun-
day matinee performance on
March 21. Bidding for this begins
March 4 and ends on March 14 at

9 p.m. The highest bidder wins the
chance to buy some Pirelli’s
Miracle Elixir.  Bidding begins at
$500.

Sondheim Award Gala
Raffle.  Purchase a $20
raffle ticket for the op-
portunity to win a pair
of tickets to the
Sondheim Award Gala at
the Embassy of Italy on
April 12, 2010. Raffle
tickets will be available
at the Signature gift shop
in the Mead Lobby be-
fore performances and
during intermissions or
through the Box Office at
703 820-9771.  The win-
ner of a pair of Gala tick-
ets will be drawn at Sig-
nature on March 21 but
need not be present.

SATURDAY,
MARCH 20

BACKSTAGE SONDHEIM: Noon at
the Mead Lobby

THE SONDHEIM INFLUENCE: 12:30
p.m. in the ARK

ISN’T IT RICH?: 1 p.m. in the Mead

Lobby
SONDHEIM CINEMA: In the

Shirlington Library. Noon – “A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Fo-
rum”

2 p.m. – “Gypsy”
BEHIND SONDHEIM: 5 p.m. in the

ARK
ISN’T IT RICH?: 7 p.m. in the Mead

Lobby
Signature favorites sing Sondheim in

the Mead Lobby before the 8 p.m. per-
formance of “Sweeney Todd.”

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
WHAT IS IT ABOUT SONDHEIM?:

12:45 p.m. in the ARK
ISN’T IT RICH?: 1 p.m. in the Mead

Lobby
SONDHEIM CINEMA: In the

Shirlington Library
2 p.m. – “West Side Story”
MUSICALLY SONDHEIM: 5 p.m. in

the ARK
ISN’T IT RICH?: 6 p.m. in the Mead

Lobby
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, STEVE!: 10 p.m.

in the Mead Lobby
Join in singing and celebrating with

birthday cake and celebrate the great
works of Sondheim with a lobby sing-
along. Cash bar.
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Call for reservations
703-790-5164

Cocktails
Major Credit Cards

6627 Old Dominion Drive • McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall

A Real
French Bistro
in the Heart
of McLean
Since 1981

 Lunch Specials
$9.95

See us at www.cafetatti.com

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 17
St. Patrick’s Day Gala. 3 to 7 p.m. At

McGinty’s Public House at Market
Square in Potomac Yard. Irish band
Trade Routes will perform. Authentic
Irish cuisine and live music all day
and evening. Call Emma Whelan at
240-423-8472 and visit
www.mcgintyspublichouse.com.

Film: “The Quiet Man” [1952].
6:30 p.m. The Shirlington Screens
series presents John Ford’s “The
Quiet Man” [1952].  At the
Shirlington Branch Library.

El Paso Café. 5 to 10 p.m. Enjoy a
Saint Patrick’s Day themed dinner at
El Paso Café and 20 percent of the
proceeds will go to support SCAN of
Northern Virginia. At 4235 North
Pershing Drive in Arlington. Call 703-
243-9811.

Going Green Campaign. Noon.
Conference and tours to launch new
Going Green campaign. At Bishop
O’Connell High School, 6600 Little
Falls Road, Arlington.

THURSDAY/MARCH 18
Holistic Moms Network. 7-9 p.m.

The topic is organic gardening with
Mitch Baker, American Plant. At
Arlington United Methodist Church,
715 S. Glebe Road, Arlington. Visit
http://arlalexva.holisticmoms.org/ or
call 703-824-6167.

Panel Discussion. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
“We Have Decided Not to Die,”
featuring Neuroscientist James
Giordano, Ph.D. The panel is being
held in conjunction with the Arts
Center’s “Transhuman Conditions”
show. At the Arlington Arts Center,
3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Visit
www.arlingtonartscenter.org.

Watershed Planning Workshop. 7-
9 p.m. Learn about Arlington
County’s recent project to reduce and
filter polluted stormwater runoff. For
Gulf Branch, Donaldson Run and
Upper Four Mile Run Watersheds. At
Langston Brown Community Center,
2121 N. Culpeper Street, Arlington.
Call  703-228-3588 or
cjolicoeur@arlingtonva.us.

Breast Cancer Program. 6:30-7:30
p.m. An oncologist and a breast
surgeon explains tools used to
classify breast cancer risk as low,
moderate or high and addresses
screening guidelines and risk
reduction strategies. At Virginia
Hospital Center, Conference Center,
1701 N. George Mason Drive,
Arlington. Call 703-558-0877.

Film: “For My Father” [2008]. 6:30
p.m. The Cross Cultural Cinema
series presents the Israeli film “For
My Father” [2008] from director
Dror Zahavi.   At the Arlington
Central Library Auditorium.

Hamilton College Choir. 7:30 p.m.
Free. Will perform both sacred and
secular works ranging from the
Renaissance to the present day. At St.

Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 4000
Lorcom Lane, Arlington.

Women in Business Luncheon.
11:30 a.m. Registration and
Networking; 12 noon Lunch. Cost is
$45. Honoring Barbara A. Favola,
Arlington County Board. At Morton’s
The Steakhouse, 1750 Crystal Drive,
Arlington. RSVP to Kim Christensen
at 703-418-1444 or
cm.mar@mortons.com

FRIDAY/MARCH 19
Choir of College of William &

Mary. 8 p.m. The 65-member mixed
chorus will perform African-American
spirituals. At Rock Spring
Congregational UCC, 5010 Little Falls
Road, Arlington. Email Katherine at
katherine.rubida@gmail.com or by
phone at 703-582-7181.

“20th Century (and Beyond).” 7:30
p.m. Sponsored by the IBIS Chamber
Music Society, members of The
Kennedy Center Orchestra and the
Boston Pops. At the Lyon Park
Community Center, 414 N. Fillmore
Street, Arlington.  Visit
www.ibischambermusic.org

Family Bingo Night Fund-Raiser. 6
to 10 p.m. All proceeds benefit the
BRYC U12 Dragons, U13 Spartans
and U17 Vapors Soccer teams; a
cancer research study for a U12
Dragon’s player, and World Vision
Haiti relief. At the Virginian Suites
Hotel, 1500 Arlington Blvd.,
Arlington. Contact coach Elisa Yu-
Shan at 703-725-2650.

SATURDAY/MARCH 20
Open Day. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free

clinics and games for all ages with
the Baltimore Washington Eagles
Austrialian Rules Football Club. Boys
and girls aged 5 to 15 are welcome to
participate. At Bluemont Park, 601 N.
Manchester Street, Arlington.

Jamestown Spring Fair. 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. 40 games for children, face
painting, pony rides, moon bounce,
inflatable obstacle course and a bake
sale. At Jamestown Elementary
School, 3700 Delaware Street,
Arlington.

American Red Cross Wilderness
and Remote First Aid Course. 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Cost is $110.  At the
Arlington Chapter of the National
Capital Region, 4333 Arlington Blvd.,
Arlington. Call 703-527-3010, Ext.
736 or contact
cbenitez@alringtonredcross.org.

Reading: A Family Affair. 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. A fun day of learning and
entertainment, featuring The Great
Zucchini, Good Life Theater, The
Rainbow Entertainment Company,
Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer, and
Clifford the Big Red Dog.  Sponsored
by the Literacy Council of Northern
Virginia. At the James Lee
Community Center, 2855 Annandale

Rd., Falls Church. Visit www.lcnv.org
703-237-0866.

Choralis Sings English Works.  7
p.m. At Falls Church Presbyterian
Church, 225 East Broad Street, Falls
Church. Tickets for the concert ($40
premium, $25 regular admission, $5
students 22 and under with ID, and
free for children 12 and under) are
available from www.choralis.org or
by calling 703-237-2499.

Country Western Dance. Bernie
Vitale will be the DJ. Cliff and Donna
Carlson will teach a full hour of
beginners Two Step beginning at
7:30 p.m. Open dancing is from 8:30-
11 p.m. and includes Two Step,
Waltz, line, Swing, Cha Cha, and
specialty dances.  At Luther Jackson
Middle School, 3020 Gallows Road,
Falls Church. Admission for
NVCWDA members $10; non-
members $12. Visit the Web site,
www.nvcwda.org or call our hot line
703-860-4941.

“Song and Dance.” 10:30 a.m. Kids
of all ages have two opportunities to
meet the harp, flute and string family
in a concert entitled “Song and
Dance.”  Members of The Kennedy
Center Orchestra and the Boston
Pops perform in this free, 40-minute
program. At Clarendon Presbyterian
Church, 1350 N. Jackson Street,
Arlington. Visit
www.ibischambermusic.org.

The program repeats itself at 1 p.m. at
the Arlington Central Library, 1050
N. Quincy Street, Arlington.

SUNDAY/MARCH 21
Benefit Auction. 2-5 p.m. Doorways

for Women and Families’ Annual
Benefit Auction, “Opening Doors to a
Brighter Future.” At the Washington
Golf and Country Club in Arlington.
Purchase $150 tickets at
www.doorwaysva.org/benefit.

TUESDAY/MARCH 23
Author Event: “A Taste of Honey”

by Jabari Asim. 7 p.m. At the
Shirlington Branch Library, 4200
Campbell Avenue, Arlington.

Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Cost is
$10. With the band Double Scotch.
At the Clarendon Ballroom, 3185
Wilson Blvd., Arlington.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH. 24
LinkUp & Live Charity Event. 6:30

p.m. Proceeds will help support
CrisisLink’s care for people in crisis,
contemplating suicide or dealing with
other mental health problems. At the
Clarendon Ballroom in Arlington.
Visit www.LinkUpandLive.org.

Relational Aggression and Bully
Prevention. 7-9 p.m. At the
Education Center, 1426 North Quincy
Street, Board Room, 1st Floor.
Register online at www.apsva.us/
adulted or by calling 703-228-7200.

Calendar
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Profile in Real Estate
- Kevin O’Neill

Arlington For information about appearing on this page,
contact Deb Funk at 703-778-9444 or
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.comREAL ESTATE

Kevin O’Neill joined American Realty Group in April 2004.
Having a degree in Construction Management from Illinois State
University and six years of experience in construction on pro-
jects ranging in size from a few hundred dollars to millions, he
can envision any home’s potential.

An Arlington resident since 1998, Kevin has helped people in all
stages of life find a new place to call home.  Working with first
time buyers, sellers, renters, landlords, or as a property manager,
he is able to assist you with all of your real estate needs.

“The diverse population makes Arlington a wonderful place to
raise a family,” says Kevin.  “The abundance of housing choices,

shopping, transportation options, parks and strong schools
make Arlington a great place to live and work.  I enjoy my
career and am blessed that I can do it in here at American Realty
Group.”

Before getting his real estate license, Kevin was an Army
mechanic and a software developer at QuadraMed in Reston.  “I
used my VA Loan to buy my first home.  The pride of ownership
is a great feeling.  With the rates low, and the availability of
homes, NOW is a fantastic time to purchase.  Contact me so we
can get YOU started.”

On the Market

Kevin O’Neill
American Realty Group
therealestateguy@lycos.com
571-243-9485

Arlington, North – Open Sunday 1-4 pm
This Architect’s personal residence incorporates many elements to include floor to ceiling bow
window, over sized hearth or even 12x12 individual pane sidelight windows surrounding front
door that are subtle details overlooked as a whole but together result in this stunning residence.
An innovative interpretation of a New England style of architecture demonstrates understated
elegance. Workmanship and use of quality materials further enhance this sophisticated design.
Premium 20,110 sq ft lot originally earmarked for an 8,000 to 9,000 sq ft designed McMansion.
Subsequently redeveloped in favor of this roughly 6,000 square foot, more conservative, yet ele-
gant option.  Highlights include dramatic two story foyer, 10, 12 and 15 foot ceilings, kitchen
with substantial island open to breakfast and family rooms, self contained master’s quarters with
unique private study.  Six bedrooms and 4.5 baths, total. Four bedrooms and three full baths
upstairs. Daylight walkout inclusive of billiard /exercise /recreation rooms and French doors exit-
ing to slate patio. Gorgeous lot.  Walk to Potomac River, one light to D.C. and
Jamestown/Williamsburg/Yorktown Schools.  4114 40th Place North, Arlington 22207.

For more information contact Kevin Love, RE/MAX Allegiance, 703-807-1986.
This house is priced at $2,195,000.

Brick Colonial in
Arlington Heights
Arlington Heights classic brick
colonial is conveniently located to
Clarendon, and Rte 50 with easy
access to the D.C.  This three
bedroom, two bath home is situ-
ated on a tree lined street seconds
to many of Arlington’s popular
shops, restaurants and nightlife.
The home’s features include:
•Beautifully updated kitchen with
Silestone countertops, cherry cabinets, antiqued hammered copper sink, Brazilian cherry
floor, and Jenn Air appliances (new in 2005).
•Gleaming hardwood oak flooring throughout the main and upper levels.
This house is located at 3114 South 2nd Street Arlington 22204.

For more information contact Norm Odeneal, Keller Williams Realty,
www.CALLNORM.com, 703-587-0945.

This house is priced at $609,000.

Arlington Colonial
in Aurora Hills
This beautiful classic Arlington
Colonial home is nestled on a quiet
street in Aurora Hills. Sited on a flat,
8,600 SF lot, this three bedroom, 2.5
bath home brings a classic Arlington
style home with good family living
space, great outdoor space for play,
pets and entertaining.  A rear addi-
tion adds a light-filled family room
with a sight line to the remodeled
kitchen and an upstairs deck.  Brand new finished basement and full bath with built-in cabinetry,
recessed lighting, custom speakers, and great closets.  This property is a commuter’s dream
whether you travel by car, Metro, or plane -- only six minutes to National Airport - moments to
two Metro rail stations -- or two stop lights to Downtown D.C./Capitol Hill.  Detached garage.
2615 S. Lynn Street Arlington, 22202. Open House Sunday, March 21, 1-4 p.m.

For more information contact Leanne Spencer, Weichert Realtors
202-494-7596, spencerlg@aol.com, www.leannespencer.com.

This house is offered at $789,000.

All-New County
Club Hills Home
•All-new five-bedroom,
four-and-a-half bath home
across from school bus stop
and the entrance to Gulf
Branch Nature Center and
Park.
•Open main-level with for-
mal living room, dining
room & study. Kitchen opens to breakfast room & soaring family room
with wall of windows.
•Lock in 10% down, 3-7/8% financing for contract written before the end
of the month.
•Priced at $1,849,000 but financing makes it the same as $1.5M.

For more information contact Sharon Chamberlin, 703-244-2588,
McEnearney Associates, Inc., www.SharonChamberlin.com.

3427N. Utah St. Open Sunday 1-4 pm.
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Absolutely Stunning!
This gorgeous center hall Colonial with
detached garage is nestled on a lushly
landscaped lot with extensive decking and
private patio oasis with relaxing water
feature. Enjoy 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, lus-
trous hardwood flooring, elegant
trim/moldings, 2 fireplaces, extensive
custom built-ins, formal living and dining
rooms just perfect for entertaining, gran-
ite/stainless island kitchen with breakfast
area and adjoining family room, 4 upper

level bedrooms including a fabulous master retreat with spa bath, and a recently finished
walk-out lower level complete with rec room, au-paire suite & gaming area w/granite bar.
All just steps to County Park, Arlington Forest pool, and just one mile from Ballston Mall
and Metro. 5317 N. Carlin Springs Road.

Dave Lloyd & Associates
703-593-3204

www.davelloyd.net

Arlington N. $879,500

OPEN

SUNDAY  1
- 4

 P
M

For an Open House Listing Form,
call Deb Funk at 703-778-9444 or e-mail

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

OPEN HOUSES
IN ARLINGTON SAT./SUN. MARCH 20 & 21

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

2615 S. Lynn Street (22202) • $789,000 • Open Sunday, 1-4 pm
Leanne Spencer, Weichert Realtors, 202-494-7596

22201
2312 Lee Hwy............................$739,000......Sat/Sun 2-4...Meg Ross.....................Keller Williams Realty.......703-447-0970
27 N. Fenwick St. ......................$839,900......Sun 1-4........Ron Cathell...................Keller Williams Realty ......703-975-2500
2512 Washington Blvd...............$835,000......Sun 1-4........Ron Cathell...................Keller Williams Realty ......703-975-2500
2128 N 21st Road......................$1,275,000...Sun 1-4........Matt Shepard................Keller Williams Realty.......703-867-5442
936 N. Danville Street ................ $ 1,299,000..Sun 2-4........Ruth Boyer O’Dea.........American Realty Group.....703-338-2277
1504 N. Hancock Street ............. $ 1,850,000..Sun 2-4........Helen Kelly ...................American Realty Group.....703-599-9576

22202
2615 S. Lynn Street ................... $789,000......Sun 1-4........Leanne Spencer............Weichert Realtors.............202-494-7596

22203
5210 5th St N. ........................... $1,585,000...Sun 1-4........Ron Cathell...................Keller Williams Realty.......703-975-2500
5317 N. Carlin Springs Rd..........$879,500......Sun 1-4........Dave Lloyd ...................Weichert Realtors.............703-593-3204
900 N. Stafford St, #1802 .......... $337,500......Sun 1:30-4 ...Archie Harders ............. McEnearney Associates.....571.235.1984
900 N. Stafford St, #1911 .......... $357,500......Sun 1:30-4 ...Archie Harders ............. McEnearney Associates.....571.235.1984
4141 Henderson Road #218.......$439,900......Sun 1-4........Rob Johnston...............Keller Williams Realty.......703-801-1227

22205
2019 N. Lexington St. ................ $649,900......Sun 1-4........Betsy Twigg..................Long & Foster .................. 703-967-4391
906 N Edison Street ...................$674,900......Sun 1-4........Gayle Fleming...............Keller Williams Realty.......703-625-1358

22206
3048 S. Glebe Road ................... $479,500......Sun 1-4........Liz Schell......................Long & Foster .................. 703-284-9383

22207
4114 40th Place North ...............$2,195,000...Sun 1-4........Kevin Love ................... RE/MAX Allegiance...........703-807-1986
2500 24th St. N. ........................ $1,650,000...Sun 1-4........Kevin Love ................... RE/MAX Allegiance...........703-807-1986
3801 N. Dumbarton St. ..............$1,589,000...Sun 2-4........Leslie Wilder ................ McEnearney Associates....703-798-7226
3427 N. Utah Street .................. $1,849,333 ..Sun 1-4........Linda Keens ................ McEnearney Associates....703-606-6130
4001 N. Richmond St.................$1,999,000 ..Sun 1-4........Sharon Chamberlin.......McEnearney Associates ...703-244-2588
1908 N. Veitch Street.................$679,000......Sun 1-4........ Ingrid Wooten .............. Long & Foster .................. 703-309-0411
3427 N. Utah St. ........................ $1,849,000 ..Sun 1-4........Sharon Chamberlin.......McEnearney Associates ...703-244-2588
3750 Tazewell Street N...............$1,388,300...Sun 1-4........Kathleen Fong .............. Keller Williams ................. 703-538-2134

22209
1021 Arlington Blvd, #405 ......... $215,000......Sun 1-4........Randy Morrow ............. Keller Williams Realty.......703-629-1733
1538 N. Colonial Terrace............$989,900......Sun 1-4........Diane R. Lee.................McEnearney Associates....703-812-7844

22213
3517 N. Somerset St. ................$1,649,900...Sun 1-4........Betsy Twigg..................Long & Foster .................. 703-967-4391

THE BARRET COMPANIES &
MCENEARNEY ASSOCIATES, INC. REALTORS®

PROUDLY PRESENT

Lot 5 4001 N. Richmond St.

AN ENCLAVE OF FIVE LUXURIOUS RESIDENCES CRAFTED
WITH ELEGANT STYLE AND ECO-FRIENDLY AMENITIES

Sharon Chamberlin, 703-244-2588
McEnearney Associates, Inc.
www.sharonchamberlin.com

3-7/8% Financing for 
Contract

Written
 Before

 April 1st

OPEN SUNDAY

1-4 pm

John Kozyn, sales associate with
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
in Arlington, was appointed by the Ca-
nadian government’s International
Civilian Reserve (CANADEM) as a short-
term observer monitoring presidential
recent run-off elections in Ukraine dur-
ing a two-week stay in January and
February.

Kozyn, an American and Canadian
citizen who formerly worked as a politi-
cal consultant and human rights
observer for the United Nations, was
educated about the country’s electoral
law and the candidates, traveled with a
delegation of about 200 volunteers to
Ukraine, and observed polling proce-
dures in Ukraine’s third largest city,
Dnepropetrovsk.

Arlington Partnership for Af-
fordable Housing, Inc. President/
CEO Nina Janopaul announced two
new staff members who are joining the
APAH team:  Linda Y. Kelleher, Direc-
tor of Community and Resident
Relations, and Kerry Lutz, Resident
Services Coordinator for Columbia
Grove Apartments.

Kelleher will be responsible for
APAH’s communications and marketing
efforts; grant writing and fundraising
and expanding APAH’s resident services
program.

Lutz will be developing and imple-
menting APAH’s Resident Services
Program at the 208-unit Columbia
Grove Apartments, 1010 S. Frederick
Street, Arlington.  Lutz joins APAH after
a Peace Corps assignment in Nicaragua.
She has worked with at-risk populations
at Stop Child Abuse Now in Northern
Virginia (SCAN) and Catholic Charities
Hispanic Center in Washington, DC.
Lutz is fluent in Spanish and has a B.A.
in Hispanic Studies from the College of
William and Mary.

MTFA Architecture Inc. of Ar-
lington announces the newest
additions to its team, Kristen
Paradies and Katherine Solether.
Paradies, an architect with 10 years of
experience, brings to MTFA a special-
ized expertise in commercial interiors
and environmentally friendly design.
Solether is a designer talented in archi-
tectural planning and interior design.

Real Estate

“Flourishing After 55” from Arlington’s
Office of Senior Adult Programs March
28-April 2.

Arlington senior centers: Aurora
Hills, 735 S. 18th St.; Walter Reed, 2909
S. 16th St.; Culpepper Garden, 4435 S.
Pershing Dr.; Langston-Brown, 2121 N.
Culpeper St.; Lee, 5722 Lee Hwy.; Madi-
son, 3829 N. Stafford St.; also TJ Comm.
Center, 3501 S. 2nd St., Fairlington
Comm. Center, 3308 S. Stafford St.

Master chess player Macon Shibut
meets with Madison Chess Club,
Monday, March 29, 9:30 a.m., Madison
Community Center. Details, 703-534-
6232.

Traditional Hatha Yoga classes
start Monday, March 29, 1 p.m.,
Langston-Brown. Previous experience
helpful. Call to register, 703-228-5321.

Four fitness walking clinics begin
Monday, March 29, 11:30 a.m., TJ Com-
munity Center. Cost $24 with 55+ Pass.
Register, 703-228-4771.

Pickleball for new and experienced
players, Monday, March 29, TJ Commu-
nity Center and Walter Reed Senior
Center. Free with 55+ Pass. Details,
703-228-4745.

Laughter is the best medicine
program, Tuesday, March 30, 1 p.m.,
Langston-Brown. Free. Details, 703-
228-5321.

Beginners full fitness exercise
class, Tuesday, March 30, Thursday,
April 1, 10 a.m., Lee. Cost $3.50 per
drop in. Details, 703-228-0555.

“Flourishing After 55”
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KEVIN LOVE & JONATHAN PROVE
Re/Max Allegiance
703-807-1986

www.kevinlove.com

Arlington, North $1,650,000

“FIVE BEDROOMS UPSTAIRS”
Vintage 1940 Colonial which has three significant
additions ‘75, ‘85 and ‘04. Features 5 bed-
rooms 4 full baths Upstairs - A Rarity! Huge 12
foot ceiling in Living room w/ french doors,
Banquette sized Dining room w/ fireplace, Foyer,
Many authentic vintage details in tact despite
multiple renovations, Hardwoods through two
levels, Separate Private Master suite with Vaulted

ceiling and french doors w/ Juliet balcony. Huge open Kitchen/breakfast/Family room.
Finished walkout basement w/ 4th full bath, rec room, exercise rm, sauna, 2car garage and
separate in law suite w/ full bath. 5 bed rms/5.5 baths total. Watch kids across the street
from Kitchen window/sink at Fort C. F Smith Park in desirable Woodmont. Taylor/
Swanson/ Wash-Lee Schools ! Walk to Potomac and 1 light to DC!  Open 1-4 or Call Kevin
Love 703-807-1986/703-969-6776. Dir; GW PKWY, Exit Left Spout Run Pkwy, 1st RT Lorcom
Lane, 1st RT N. Edgewood St, 1st RT 24th Street N. to #2500 on RT at corner of 23rd Rd.
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A
rlington Independent Media hosted
an event for local filmmakers to
screen their comedy short films for

the community on Friday, March 12. Audi-
ence members voted for their favorite film
with proceeds going to the director’s cho-
sen nonprofit organization. The audience
favorite: “The Interview” directed by Jen-
nifer Hatcher, and the nonprofit receiving
the proceeds was Animal Welfare League
of Arlington.

Left, Hilary Egan, membership
coordinator at AIM and Rana
Fawad, volunteer.

Left, Vicki Yung, director of
“Prankster,” with Steve Cordle,
lead actor in “Old Timer.”

Michael A. Shea collects the bal-
lots.
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AIMing at
Best Comedy
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079
McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek

Catholic Church... 703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

Churches-Episcopal
St Michael S Episcopal Church

703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Lutheran Church of The Redeemer

703-356-3346
Resurrection Lutheran Church

703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of

 the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches -Christian Science
McLean-First Church of Christ, Scientist...

703-356-1391

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...703-920-5660

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-917-6468

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Church of Covenant ...703-524-4115
Clarendon Presbyterian Church

703-527-9513
Little Falls Presbyterian Church

703-538-5230
Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian ... 703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington

703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312
Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Walker Chapel United Methodist
...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937
Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel

...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington
703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington
...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community
... 571-271-8387

Aladdin’s Lamp
Children’s Books & Other Treasures

703-241-8281
aladlamp@speakeasy.org
In the Lee Harrison Shopping Center

Lower Level Shops

2499 N. Harrison St, Suite 10, Arlington, VA 22207

STORE HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, & Saturday 10 am to 7 pm, Tuesday & Thursday 10 am to 8 pm, Sunday 11 am to 5 pm

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

MEET AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

JACKIE URBANOVIC
Sunday, March 21 at 2:00 p.m.

Ms. Urbanovic will read Sitting Duck, the latest in her hilarious stories
about Max the Duck. She is also the author of Duck Soup, Duck at the Door,

and Duck and Cover; and has illustrated numerous other picture books.
There will be a drawing for stuffed animals and an autographed book!

A book signing will follow.  Ages 4 - 8.

Aladdin’s Lamp, Arlington, (703) 241-8281

News

From Page 3

Obama Highlights Local Company
“We are an early example of that

trend playing out,” said Ogi
Kavazovic, a marketing director
with OPOWER. “We took the
president’s visit as a validation that
we’re on the right track.”

Kavazovic said that the
company’s Web site spiked 500
percent on the day of the visit,
which was televised live on C-
SPAN. The energy efficiency com-
pany is located across the street
from the Courthouse Metro sta-
tion, an area that OPOWER offi-
cials say they would like to trans-
form into a high-tech corridor.
Some high-tech companies have
already chosen the area to locate
their headquarters, and Kavazovic
said he’s hoping the presidential
visit may prompt more interest in
the Courthouse area.

“We have been trying to form a
high-tech community in Arlington
for some time,” said Kavazovic.
“So having Obama come here and
recognize our company can only
help that.”

ARLINGTON COUNTY has a
long history of supporting environ-
mental initiatives, dating back to
the late 1960s when county offi-
cials became early supporters of
the Metro system. More recently,
the county has committed to low-
ering greenhouse emissions at
county-owned buildings and
launched an Internet feature track-
ing efficiency at every Arlington
government facility. In January,
County Board Chairman Jay
Fisette announced the appoint-
ment of a broad-based task force
to develop a Community Energy
Plan aimed at identifying specific
strategies to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions countywide.

“Just as we have plans for land
use and transportation, we need a
plan for energy use,” Fisette said
in his New Year’s Day inaugural
speech. “It is the ‘Arlington Way’
to involve the whole community
in the important decisions on our
county’s future, and I hope this
sets a blueprint for Arlington’s
long-term sustainability and com-
petitiveness.”

The county’s green reputation
now has a presidential imprima-
tur, with Obama singling out the
Arlington business as an example

of his administration’s argument
that environmental innovation is
tied to job growth. OPOWER offi-
cials say their company grew from
20 employees at the start of 2009
to 75 positions at the end of the
calendar year. That kind of job
growth, combined with the
administration’s environmental
goals, created a kind of perfect
storm for OPOWER.

“We were kind of floating on air
for a few days there,” said
Kavazovic. “But at this point, it’s
kind of back to business as usual.”

From Page 3

New Artist in Residency
one approaches, it begins to ask

a series of questions to determine
what animal (there are 12 choices)
the participant will be in the next
reincarnation. Mullins created the
sculpture with the help of her
fiancé, Rubin Sidhu and a friend,
Ryan Springer, both electrical en-
gineers.

It took about six months to cre-
ate the sculpture. “It was such a
great thing to have a chance to
collaborate, it gives you insight

into other professions and differ-
ent ways of thinking,” Mullins
said. She smiles as she credits
Sidhu for all his help with the
project: “He did help write the
code — that’s his handiwork.”

In the few months that she has
been part of the program, Mullins
has come to appreciate the com-
munity and its support for artists.
“I knew when I got in that I was
lucky and every month after that,
I have realized just how lucky I
am.”

From Page 2

‘Pool Rewards’
Cash for Commuters took place

in Atlanta.
At the end of its first five years,

the Atlanta program coaxed more
than 29,000 drivers out of their
cars and saved 32.8 million vehicle
miles traveled.

“… 64 percent of its participants
continuing to use commute alter-
natives at least once per week af-
ter the cash reward program
ended,” Ramos said. He hopes to
duplicate this success in the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area.

Commuter Connections is a re-
gional transportation network
funded by the National Capital
Region Transportation Planning
Board at the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Council of Governments
(COG).
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

W
akefield head baseball
coach George Baker
has been here before.

Whether it’s a lack of experience,
size or talent, Baker’s Warriors are
the underdogs on most occasions.

Wakefield returns four athletes
from a team which won three
games in 2009. On top of that,
senior Sam Kealey, slated to be the
ace of the team’s pitching staff, suf-
fered a ligament tear in his pitch-
ing elbow (right) during the fall
and will likely be limited to first
base duties. When asked about his
expectations during Sunday’s
Northern Region media day at the

Q: You play volleyball, lacrosse and
swim for Yorktown. Do you have a
preference for one?

A: Volleyball is my favorite sport, I would say,
but I don’t really have a preference as to which I
like to do because I love the teams. It’s mainly the
teams I like the most.

Q: Your positions in volleyball (setter)
and lacrosse (goaltender) are those of a
communicator. What is the role like?

A: I’m the kind of person that I will never yell at
my teammates — I’m a firm believer that I will
not yell at my teammates. I know what I have to
do and I know what they have to do. You kind of
have to be in their heads … and make sure you’re
on the same page. … It’s second nature.

Q: Who is your favorite music artist?
A: I liked Kanye West before he became what

he is now — his older music — just because I like
the way he flows. … I didn’t like him after the
[808’s and Heartbreak] CD. … I don’t just have
one particular artist; I have a whole collection I
like.

Q: You’re going to North Carolina State
next year. What are you most looking
forward to about the transition?

A: Just meeting new people, getting to know
different people from different areas and getting
new freedoms.

Q: What’s your favorite movie?
A: “Stomp the Yard.” I like the movie but it’s

kind of a joke with my friends also. … I don’t have
any rhythm so I kind of appreciate that they do.

Five Questions with
Yorktown Senior Libby Kane

5QsWakefield Enters 2010
Season Light on Experience
Warriors’ pitching rotation
composed of three sophomores.

Wakefield senior Sam Kealey
was slated to be the ace of
the Warriors’ pitching staff,
but suffered a ligament tear
in his pitching elbow in the
fall. He will play first base
and bat third.
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See Three,  Page 18

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he Yorktown baseball
program has a new
head coach and lost its
co-region player of the

year and two other all-district first-
teamers to graduation after win-
ning a school-record 19 games in
2009. While change can be used
as an excuse, the two-time defend-
ing National District champions
are instead striving for similar suc-
cess.

Mike Ruck takes over head
coaching duties following Mike
Allen’s resignation after 12 years on
the job. Second baseman and
pitcher Kyle Toulouse, the 2009 co-
region POY, is playing foot-
ball at Holy Cross, leaving
shoes that might take several
Patriots to fill. While it won’t
be easy, Ruck and two of his
seniors hinted Yorktown has
what it takes during
Sunday’s Northern Region
media day at the Virginia
Baseball Club in Merrifield.

“Everyone came in saying
we lost too much,” said
Ruck, who had previous

coaching stops in Maryland and
Florida. “Seeing these guys play,
I’m cautiously optimistic. I think
if we do what we’re capable of
we’ll be able to compete against
any team any day.”

One reason for Ruck’s optimism
is the return of all-district pitcher
Dean Johnson. Ruck called
Johnson a “crafty lefty” with good
command, and in an e-mail said
Johnson reminded him of a high
school version of former Atlanta
Braves all-star Tom Glavine.

“I’ve coached some pretty good
ball players,” Ruck said. “I’ve never
coached someone that polished on
the mound. … He’s not going to
impress anybody with his velocity,
but his mound presence [is strong

and] he’s able to mix speeds. He’s
that one guy that you face and
three at-bats later you’re 0-for-3
and you’re scratching your head,
‘Why am I 0-for-3 off this guy?’”

Johnson, the staff ace, said he
throws his fastball in the low 80s
and also throws a changeup and a
curve.

“We definitely want to win the
districts,” the senior said, “regu-
lar season and championship,
again.”

Senior Chris Kyser is one of three
catchers who will work with

Johnson. Ruck spoke highly of the
Patriots’ depth at the catcher posi-
tion, saying any of the three could
start for most programs in the
state. The coach said Kyser, who
will also play right field, is the Pa-
triots’ best overall hitter and will
bat third. Senior Mike Ryan will
also see time at designated hitter,
and sophomore Red Dowdell is
getting college looks without have
played at the varsity level.

“We’ve heard that [we lost too
much talent to compete],” Kyser
said. “We’ve thought that, too. But
with the way the team’s looking
so far, I think we’re going to be

decent contenders. … We kind of
want to prove ourselves [as indi-
viduals], too. Last year we were
kind of living in the shadow of Kyle
Toulouse — as we should have,
he’s an all-state player — but I
think that we’re coming out try-
ing to prove ourselves, not just the
team.”

Junior Brooks Valtin takes over
at second base and will hit lead-
off. Senior Brian Scholl will bat
second and play center field. Jun-
ior Shaun Wood will play first base
and hit cleanup while senior An-
drew D’Addario will play left field
and hit fifth.

“He just mashes,” Ruck said of
D’Addario. “He’s a ‘see ball, hit
ball’ guy.”

Dowdell will hit sixth and see
time at catcher. Junior James
Overbeek will hit seventh and play
third base, Ryan will bat eighth
and see time at catcher at desig-
nated hitter and senior Wade
Holmes is the shortstop and bats
ninth. On the mound, sophomore
left-hander Daniel Whitaker is the
Patriots’ No. 2 starter. Junior Nate
Brown is the No. 3 starter and a
middle-innings reliever. Junior
Kevin Tomlinson is a situational
left-hander out of the bullpen and
senior Ben Earley is the team’s
closer.

Despite Change, Yorktown Searching for Similar Success
Senior left-hander Johnson leads
Patriot pitching staff.

Yorktown senior pitcher
Dean Johnson takes over as
the Patriots’ staff ace, a
role formerly held by co-
region player of the year
Kyle Toulouse.

Yorktown senior Chris
Kyser is one of three Patri-
ots who could see time at
catcher this season.
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“I’ve coached some
pretty good ball players.
I’ve never coached
someone that polished
on the mound.”

— Yorktown baseball coach Mike
Ruck on Dean Johnson

Arlington Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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703-534-4477

GO GREEN!

5701 N. Lee Hwy.
Arlington, VA 22207

25% OFF*
Per gallon of

Pure Performance
(Eggshell or Flat)

*Retail Only

ZERO VOC • LOW ODOR
Superior Performance

News

From Page 4

Secrecy
to transparent government.

“I am in the corner of trusting our police de-
partment,” said County Board member Barbara
Favola, who was chairwoman when Baker was
arrested. “If they push back I am not going to
override them, and I don’t think I could get
three votes on the board to override them ei-
ther.”

Yet Baker’s case highlights a number of ways
police in Virginia hide their actions from pub-
lic scrutiny. Did Baker receive special treatment
because he was the chief of police in a neigh-
boring jurisdiction and driving a city-issued
vehicle? Who was the woman sideswiped by
Baker, when his blood alcohol content regis-
tered at twice the legal limit that night? Did
Baker try to use his position of power? The
public may never know what the documents
say about these questions because county of-
ficials refuse to release them even though they
have the ability to do so.

The actions of the Police Department in the
wake of the arrest also raise a number of ques-
tions about the level of transparency in Arling-
ton. In the hours after Baker’s arrest, seven
media organizations made public-record re-
quests for the police report. County officials
denied those requests, citing their exemption
clause in the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act. Instead of releasing the public document,
Arlington officials offered a two-paragraph

summary of the report for a fee of $24. The
four organizations that agreed to the fee re-
ceived a two-paragraph summary that
misidentified David Baker as Paul Baker and
incorrectly stated that the arrest took place in
1995 instead of 2009.

“Public officials who try to hide information
never look good,” said Chip Watkins, an Ar-
lington tax attorney who saw a copy of the
document and speculated that the mistake was
intentional. “Either someone was trying to
cover up for him or they were just sloppy.”

IN ALEXANDRIA, Police Chief Earl Cook has
been on the job since August, after Baker re-
signed. As one of the three finalists for the job
of top cop back in 2006, he was the highest-
ranking deputy chief when Baker was forced
to step down in the wake of his drunk-driving
arrest. Then, on the day he was officially an-
nounced as City Manager Jim Hartmann’s per-
manent selection for the job, Cook said that
he would review the policy of shielding public
access to documents that are widely available
in other states.

“I think that’s something that’s going to have
to be under review,” Cook said when asked
about the lack of access to public documents
in Alexandria. “I did not disagree with the
policy in the past, but I’m open to discussion
about it. If we have a better way of doing it or
if is going to serve the public better, perhaps
we’ll change that policy.”

Seven months into is tenure, Cook has yet
to launch a formal review. When asked about
the issue now, he says he never intended to
conduct one.

“I didn’t have an idea in mind that I needed
to release a report,” said Cook. “What I was
thinking in my mind is that I needed to review
our processes to make sure we are doing those
things that serves the community. And that’s
what I’ve been doing on an ongoing basis.”

The lack of transparency in Alexandria is
consistent, even in cases when the police are
seeking publicity. For example, a series of high-
profile burglaries in Old Town last summer led
to an arrest of a man named Ralph Fowler. On
Sept. 25, the Alexandria Police Department
issued a six-sentence press release along with
Fowler’s mug shot. Yet in response to a Free-
dom of Information Act request, Alexandria
officials declined to release the incident reports
leading to his arrest.

“As one who promotes and advocates trans-
parency I personally don’t have a problem with
those documents being released,” said Alex-
andria Mayor Bill Euille. “But I need to check
with the proper authorities to see why they
have such a hang-up.”

Hartmann says the reason Alexandria refuses
to release documents that are widely available
in the rest of America is concerns about pri-
vacy. He says he stands by his police chief’s
decision against full disclosure of public docu-
ments – even in cases where the police have
sought publicity by issuing press releases.

“The police chief has concerns about certain
information in police reports associated with
victims or witnesses that he feels needs to be
protected,” said Hartmann. “There are certain
circumstances where it would be in the victim’s
or a witness’ interest to not have their names
divulged at a particular stage of a case.”
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

DECKS DECKS

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Area Sales Leader
Norandex Building Material Distri-
bution is a $700 million unit of 
Saint-Gobain & is one of the largest 
distributors of vinyl siding in the 
U.S. We are looking for an area sales 
leader in the Gainesville, Va region. 
The ASL is resp for selling siding, 
windows, & other exterior building 
products to remodeling & new-home 
contractors.  The selected candidate 
must have 1-3 yrs of direct sales 
exp, preferably in the building prod-
ucts industry.  We offer a generous 
benefit pkg that inclds pd vacation, 
compny vehicle, medical/dental/life 
insurance, 401K (with company 
match), and bonus. To apply, please 
go toWWW.NORANDEX.COM and 
click on the ABOUT US tab and then 
careers.  The reference code for this 
job is BD5865

Ashby Ponds, opened in October, 2008, as part of the Erickson Retirement
Communities, and is a CCRC located in Ashhurn, VA. Ashby Ponds has its own
private duty home care agency to serve the residents of this new and beautiful
retirement community. Residents enjoy home care without the challenges of travel,
weather and safety concerns in a beautiful setting with physicians, social workers
and other professionals on site. This is an excellent opportunity for the
experienced home care professional to use their talent and skills to develop a
home care agency in a unique environment while participating in the growth of
our newest community.

Ashby Ponds is seeking a Home Support Clinical Manager to develop home care
services and ensure that as our residents move in they can anticipate that these
services will be readily available to them. The Clinical Manager will provide the
clinical leadership, business development and administrative oversight, to meet
the home care needs of our residents as our community grows and adds other
health care services. The Clinical Manager must possess the caring and kindness
that is fundamental to the Erickson Communities philosophy of retirement living.
The ideal candidate will be solutions oriented with a commitment to the highest
quality of care and customer service.

In addition to the qualities described above, the successful candidate must have
recent home care supervisory/management experience, knowledgeable in home
care regulations and be a registered nurse in Virginia.

We offer excellent benefits, including medical, dental, life insurance, 403B, tuition
assistance and more.

Qualified applicants should forward their resume with salary requirements to:
aplresume@erickson.com; fax to (571) 291-6091.

To find out more about this fantastic opportunity, visit us at
www.erickson.com/careers

Home Support Clinical Manager

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Learn a Trade at 
Mount Vernon

Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff to work 
as historic interpreters at George  Washing-
ton’s Gristmill, Distillery, Pioneer Farm & 
Blacksmith Shop. Help tell the story of 
George Washington the entrepreneur. Prior 
interpretive experience preferred. Please  con-
tact Steve Bashore, Manager Historic  Trades    

703-799-6805 or by 
e-mail sbashore@mountvernon.org 

An established Section 8 Elderly Property in
Alexandria, VA is seeking a mature, highly
motivated, self-starter to fill the position of
Part-Time Service Coordinator. 
Must have experience working with elderly
and disabled.  Extensive knowledge of
Medicare, Medicaid, Social Services and
SSI a must.  Experience with Fairfax County
Social Services a plus.  Only qualified
applicants need to apply.
Work schedule is 30 hours per week. Salary
based on experience. Equal Opportunity
Employer.Send resume to:

HR@mvhouse.org
No phone calls.

Case Worker/Service Coordinator
Part Time

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.

The Perfect Job
Work in your community.  

Build a professional career as a 
Sales and Marketing Consultant

helping local businesses plan, 
design and execute advertising 

and marketing campaigns.  
Flexible hours.  Full or part-time.

Salary and commission.
Old Town Alexandria based 

company. Free Parking.  
Respond to: 

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Be Your Own Boss!!!
Unlimited income potential

marketing a service everyone needs.
Low start-up costs.

703-622-7972

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Tina Foley Home Solutions
For all your home decorating needs

• Curtains & Drapes  • Pillows
• Reupholstering  • Slipcovers
• Duvet Covers  • Roman Shades

 703-740-7218

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Landscape Design Specialist’s
Mowing • Lawn & Garden Care

Shrub Services
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Mulching

Patios & Borders • Maintenance & More
FREE ESTIMATES

703-724-4383
estimates@yourlandscapepartner.com

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Local Brick n’ Stone Mason
Installing:
•Patios •Walkways
•Steps •Chimneys, etc.
•Specializing in repairs.

Local references Free estimates

703-698-1390
Licensed Insured

JEFF L. CADLE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

RUTHERFORDS POOL SERVICE
Lawn & pool care

$28.- 1/4 acre of less for cutting. 
Opening Pools.
703-439-5020

POOL SERVICE POOL SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

Northern Virginia Tree Experts, Inc. are certified
arborists and consultants specializing in:

• Tree, Shrub, and Stump Removal
• Custom Pruning and Fertilization

• Insect and Disease Control
Call Us Today for a Free Estimate!

703-471-7607
northernvirginiatreeexperts.com

Licensed & Insured • Senior Citizen Discount

Professional Tree Care

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

HERMAN CONTRACTOR
Bathroom Remodeling 

Painting -Int & ext. 
Carpentry work

Electric Plumbing
New Gutter Installation & 

Repair    Refs Avail. 
571-213-4049

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING HAULING

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
Effective March 29th, cable channel Fox Reality will 
cease to operate and will become Nat Geo Wild. Like 
Fox Reality, Nat Geo Wild will be carried on the same 
channel (219) in the Digital Variety Pak. Nat Geo Wild 
is dedicated to bringing audiences extraordinary stories 
of the natural world and the amazing animals that in-
habit it. Through unique, powerful experiences and un-
paralleled imagery, viewers will get closer to animals 
and nature than ever before.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 
pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 

1-877-205-2780

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

From Page 14

Sports

Virginia Baseball Club in Merrifield,
Baker, in his 11th season at Wakefield,
didn’t sugar coat his outlook.

“We’re going to take our lumps, definitely,
early because we’re very young,” he said.
“This is really a JV team, a lot of under-
classmen that have never seen varsity pitch-
ing.”

Kealey, seniors Isidro Lopez and Matt
Heckler and sophomore Chris Tito are the
Warriors returnees.

If Kealey can’t pitch, the Warriors’ rota-
tion will consist of three sophomores: Chris
Tito, Glenn Kinsmen and Rene Escobar. Tito,
a left-hander, would assume the role of staff
ace.

Seniors TJ Dixon and Thomas Rice are
left-handers playing baseball for the first
time and learning how to pitch. Baker in
an e-mail said the duo could be effective by
midseason.

Kealey, a three-year starter who will bat
third for Wakefield, said the Warriors should
be a strong defensive team. He also said
being an underdog is a driving force.

“[We need to] keep our expectations rea-
sonable,” Kealey said. “I think if [we keep]
improving on our hitting we’re going to be
able to surprise some teams. … Also, being

considered the poor school of Arlington, I
think we carry that around and it’s just ex-
tra motivation to win, to beat W-L and
Yorktown.”

Heckler takes over at shortstop after earn-
ing second-team all-district honors at sec-
ond base last season. He will bat in the No.
2 spot.

Lopez will be Wakefield’s catcher, replac-
ing all-district backstop Ryan Kawakami,
and bat fourth. Alex Molina could also see
time at catcher.

Kinsmen will play second base when he’s
not on the mound. When the sophomore is
pitching, Molina will play second. Nick
Werner, Will Ryan and Escobar are compet-
ing for playing time at third base.

Tito will lead off and play center field
when he’s not on the mound. Kevin Caneva
will play left field. Ivan Lopez, a freshman,
is the team’s utility player.

While he expects tough times early in the
season, Baker is hoping the Warriors can
follow in the footsteps of some of his previ-
ous Wakefield teams.

“I did go to the district championship in
2002 and 2006 with teams that didn’t do
very well at the beginning,” Baker said, “but
they really improved at the end and that’s
my goal with this group — just to get bet-
ter by playing every day.”

Three Sophomores in
Warriors’ Pitching Rotation

Danielle Cameron, Stephanie Wright, Jill Flynn, Catherine Keightley, Del.
David Bulova (37th District), Catherine Gergely, Kendra Morrison and
Karyn Moran.

Girls on the Run Recognized in Richmond
The Girls on the Run of NOVA team trav-

eled to the Virginia State Capitol in Rich-
mond on Feb. 20, to meet the 37 members
of the Northern Virginia Delegation, and
raise awareness of Girls on the Run. GOTR
NOVA was recognized for its work serving
girls in Northern.

Girls on the Run is a non-profit organiza-
tion with the mission of educating and pre-
paring girls ages 8-13 for a lifetime of self-

respect and healthy living. The experien-
tial program combines training for a 5k run-
ning event, with self-esteem enhancing les-
sons that encourage positive emotional,
social, mental, spiritual, and physical de-
velopment.

More than 3,000 girls in over 200 North-
ern Virginia schools participate in the pro-
gram, the largest chapter of Girls on the Run
in the country. Visit www.gotrnova.org
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www.CravensNursery.com

Pansies
Regularly

$1.89

Now

.97¢

Japanese
Maples

50%
Discount
on 2009

Trees & Shrubs

Patios
Walls

Walkways
Paver

Driveways

& So Much
More

FREE
Landscape

&
Hardscape
Estimates

Encore
Azaleas

$24.95

3
Gallon

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff

No
Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Talavera Pots,
Animals, Suns

Great
Selection

Bulk Mulch

Playground Chips

Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.

$2.89
3 cu. ft.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Topsoil
40 lb. $1.89

Below Prices in
Cancun, Mexico

Landscape Design
Services Available

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66
(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 8-7, 7 days a week

60-75%
OFF
Pots


