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Pansies
Regularly

$1.89

Now

.97¢

Japanese
Maples

50%
Discount
on 2009

Trees & Shrubs

Patios
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Walkways
Paver

Driveways

& So Much
More

FREE
Landscape

&
Hardscape
Estimates

Encore
Azaleas

$24.95

3
Gallon

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff

No
Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Talavera Pots,
Animals, Suns

Great
Selection

Bulk Mulch

Playground Chips

Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.

$2.89
3 cu. ft.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Topsoil
40 lb. $1.89

Below Prices in
Cancun, Mexico

Landscape Design
Services Available

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66
(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 8-7, 7 days a week

60-75%
OFF
Pots



Burke Connection  ❖  March 18-24, 2010  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Burke Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-778-9416 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Bumps in the Road
Potholes have become a
problem in the wake of
February’s snowstorms.

Potholes like these at the corner of Pommeroy Drive
and Chatsworth Court in Burke are becoming an issue
for area residents after February’s historic snowstorms.
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By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

A
n historic week of snowfall in early Febru-
ary caused many immediate problems
such as power outages
and blocked roads.

However, as the snow melted and
the area completed its recovery,
new problems began to take
shape.

Potholes, residents say, are be-
coming an issue in the Burke
area, causing flat tires, trip alter-
ations and simple frustration for
those living or commuting in the
area. While they have been a con-
cern for several months, the ef-
fects of the snowstorms have
worsened the situation.

“The potholes have been a problem for months,
but with the freeze and thaw of the winter storm, it
has exacerbated things,” said Michael Keller, Burke
resident and Braddock District Council member.
“They’re being fixed with a temporary patch and it’s
just not working.”

According to Keller, the worst pothole in the Burke

“The potholes will
get repaired. It may
take longer than
usual, but it will
happen..”

— Bill Barfield, Braddock
District Council Chairman

area is at the corner of Rolling and Burke Lake roads,
near Supervisor John Cook’s (R-Braddock) office.
Keller said that more than six months ago, the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation sent a crew to
do work on the traffic lights at the intersection, and
dug large square holes in the pavement to install
poles. After the work was completed, Keller said that
VDOT patched the holes with temporary patches, but
every time cars drove over it, the patches would sink
slightly. As a result, he said, commuters turning south
onto Burke Lake Road from Rolling Road were hit-
ting

a 6-7 inch hole nearly every time
they turned.

“Initially, it was 6 to 7 inches
deep and I reported it and it got
patched,” Keller said. “They dug
holes into the ground, but the
ground couldn’t support it and the
patches sink when people drive
over it.”

Other areas of concern, Keller
said, are around the Burke Post
Office on Burke Road near the in-
tersection with Burke Lake Road
and along Braddock Road near the
intersection with Twinbrook Road.

Keller said that the roads in both of these areas are
constantly eroding, with the asphalt cracking signifi-
cantly, which will lead to more potholes. In addi-
tion, Braddock District Council Chairman Bill Barfield
said that portions of Roberts Road have been affected,

See Targeting,  Page 7

Herrity, Bradsher Open Dialogue on County Budget
Supervisor, School Board member host
March 11 Budget Town Hall Meeting.

“We aren’t making sure
our children have the
fundamental building
blocks of education.”

— Joana Garcia

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

S
upervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield)
gathered a few dozen members of his
constituency at West Springfield High

School to talk about the budget, and given
the setting, it was only fitting that the school
budget dominated the discussion.

Herrity and School Board member Liz
Bradsher (Springfield) led a Springfield
District Budget Town Hall meeting Thurs-
day, March 11 to give residents the oppor-
tunity to ask questions about the FY 2011
county budget. While both the county and
school budgets were up for discussion, the
audience was most concerned about the
impacts of potential school cuts.

“I’m concerned about the students and
teachers having what they need to do their
jobs,” Herrity said. “We have one of the best
school systems in the country, and if pro-
grams get cut, we’re going to diminish that
status.”

FCPS Director of Budget Services Kristen
Michael and Fairfax County Budget Direc-

tor Susan Datta kicked the meeting off with
a brief overview of their respective budgets.
Michael said that County Executive Tony
Griffin proposed a 1 percent decrease in the
transfer for FY 2011, and while the School
Board asked for more, several reductions
will have to be made nonetheless. She said
that custodial support will be cut for the
second year in a row. She also talked about
the introduction of fees for athletic partici-
pation and the elimination of winter
cheerleading and indoor track.

Datta discussed the county’s $257 million
deficit for FY 2011, the reasons for the defi-
cit and the measures being taken to balance
the budget. Datta said that the recession has
caused a substantial decline in assessed resi-
dential and commercial real estate values
and limited revenue growth in other areas.
As a result, the county is anticipating much
less revenue for FY 2011. Datta said that
while significant cuts were made last year,
this year’s budget is crucial for the county’s
economic health because cuts made will
have a lasting impact.

“Before you wrap up discussion about

2011, you have to think about 2012,” Datta
said. “We believe that revenue in 2012 will
be less than it is next year by 2 percent, so
we need to make sure that we’re not mak-
ing the situation worse moving forward by
making cuts to balance this year’s budget.”

AFTER THE BUD-
GET  overviews,
Herrity and
Bradsher opened
the meeting up to
questions from the
attendees. A major
concern for the au-
dience was the pro-
posed $100 fee for
participation in all
school sports. Sev-
eral audience members were concerned that
the fees would drive down participation.
West Springfield High School’s Freshman
Boys Basketball Coach Todd Johnson was
outspoken against it, saying that freshman
sports are critical for students’ development,
as they help to create friendships and gain
confidence. He also mentioned that parents
already have to pay for some equipment and
ticket fees, so another cost would be an
added burden.

“I just want my kids to be able to partici-
pate [in sports],” Johnson said. “I think
they’re very valuable and there are so many
positive things that come of out it. We are
helping them develop as young men and
women and as responsible citizens.”

Bradsher acknowledged that she intro-
duced the fees, not
to help create a new
revenue stream, but
to protect sports
from being cut en-
tirely. She said that
without the fees,
the school system
would not have the
money to support
every sport, so she
negotiated a fee

that was high enough to fund the sport, but
low enough so that parents could afford it.
In addition, she said that the fees would be
reduced as the budget situation improves
in the future.

“I introduced the fees because I wanted
to keep those sports,” Bradsher said. “In
order to keep these sports, which I believe
are very important for our students because

See Town Hall,  Page 21
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NewsWeek in Burke

Snow Lessons Learned
The Board of Supervisors listen to presentations from VDOT representatives Morteza
Salehi and Branco Vlacich at the Snow Summit Tuesday, March 16.

Supervisors host Snow
Summit to analyze VDOT
snowstorm response.

“We don’t have all
the answers, but
we’re constantly
trying to improve.”

— Branco Vlacich, Assistant
District Maintenance

Coordinator

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

S
nowstorms that dumped more than 40
inches of snow on the region in February
left more questions than answers in their
wake. Impassable roads, snow-covered side-

walks and slow response times from Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation plows frustrated local offi-
cials and residents, and on Tuesday, March 16, they
finally got their chance to voice
their displeasure.

The Board of Supervisors hosted
its second-ever “Snow Summit” at
the Fairfax County Government
Center, bringing VDOT officials in
to discuss their actions during the
snowstorms and the lessons
learned from it.

“I’m proud to say that we re-
ceived a lot of positive feedback
from our customers and elected
officials,” said Morteza Salehi,
VDOT’s Northern Virginia District
administrator. “But in addition, we also received a
lot of feedback on the lessons learned from the
storm.”

Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee), chair of the Board’s
Transportation Committee, led the summit, which
attracted elected state officials such as Del. David
Bulova (D-37) and Sen. David Marsden (D-37).
Salehi and Assistant District Maintenance Coordina-
tor Branco Vlacich each gave presentations to the
Board detailing their preparations and response to
the storm and areas in which they felt VDOT could
have performed more effectively.

Salehi gave the first presentation and countered a

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
J
u
s
t
i
n
 
F
a
n
i
z
z
i
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

common argument that VDOT failed to prepare for
the storm and instead reacted after it was too late.
Salehi said that VDOT has a statewide contract with
the National Weather Service to provide weather fore-
casts and alerts, and that VDOT was notified of the
storm days in advance. After getting the report, he
said, VDOT used its “utilization plan” that helps them
to deploy the exact number and type of trucks and
other removal equipment needed. Then, he said,
special trucks were sent to priority areas to pre-treat
roads with anti-icing chemicals.

“The most important improvement [we’ve made
over the last several years] is on the issue of anti-
icing and pre-treating, applying and spraying chemi-
cals on the pavement before snow or ice,” Salehi said.
“It has been well-received by our district managers
and those out in the field.”

According to Salehi, with no
snow or incidents, the VDOT cus-
tomer service team receives ap-
proximately 135 calls a day, and
with 6 inches of snow, it gets about
300 calls a day. During the week
of the storms, however, more than
34,000 calls were placed. Many of
the calls, he said, were to complain
about plowing priorities and to
report unplowed streets. Salehi
stressed that VDOT deployed
2,200 pieces of equipment across
the state. Not having enough

equipment was not the problem, he said, it was the
fact that VDOT had 17,000 miles of roadway to plow
and that the storms were followed by prolonged low
temperatures, which slowed melting.

“The most important factor was that snow was
combined with low temperatures,” Salehi said. “Af-
ter the blizzard of ’96 we had sunshine and heat.
After this, we had days of low temperatures.”

Vlacich followed and gave more insight on VDOT’s
actions during the storm, and what it could have done
better in terms of removal and recovery. He said that

See Snow Summit,  Page 5

County Police Officers Make
Business Compliance Checks

Alcohol business compliance checks staged by officers
from the West Springfield District Station Neighborhood
Patrol Unit in Burke, Annandale and Springfield resulted
in four arrests Saturday, March 13.

According to Fairfax County Police, the sting was part of
the “Spring Break” enforcement campaign, which was con-
ducted using a county police cadet dressed in plain cloth-
ing to purchase alcohol. The cadet entered stores and at-
tempted to purchase alcohol. If asked whether he was 21,
the cadet was to respond with his true age and date of
birth. If asked for identification, he was to tell the clerk
that he had no identification with him. If the sale of alco-
hol took place, the plain-clothed officer would take pos-
session of the alcohol from the cadet and make the appro-
priate charge(s).

As a result of this operation, 12 locations were entered,
with four arrests made for the illegal sale of alcohol to a
minor. Those offenses occurred at the CVS pharmacy at
7859 Heritage Drive and the H Mart at 7885 Heritage Drive
in Annandale and the 7-Eleven at 8017 Braddock Road
and Giant Foods on Burke Centre Parkway in Burke. The
stings were conducted using one team consisting of three
plain-clothed officers, one uniformed officer, and one ca-
det.

Seeking Young Orators
The Optimist Club of Central Fairfax invites local stu-

dents to speak their minds about the topic: “Cyber Com-
munication — Progress or Problem?” as part of the 2010
Optimist Oratorical Contest. Open to students up to 16
years of age as of Dec. 31, 2009, the contest challenges
them to express their thoughts and opinions to an audi-
ence, and offers an opportunity for scholarships. The en-
try deadline is Friday, April 2 with the actual presentation
to be given at the club’s dinner meeting on Tuesday April
27. For applications and information on the contest, please
contact Kim Moden at modenrk@cox.net.

Clarification
The article “Meeting ‘Good Start’ on Budget Review”

[Connection, March 11-17, 2010] gave an incorrect amount
for the per pupil cost for Fairfax County Public Schools.
The per pupil cost is about $13,000.

RECQuest Sites Open for
Spring Break Dropoff

When public schools break during the spring, RECQuest
will operate a drop-in program is for children in grades 1-
6. The program offers fun activities, field trips and games.
Snacks are provided. Participants must bring a bag lunch
daily and wear comfortable clothing and footwear. The cost
is $70 per week; per person. A payment scale is available.
Call the community center to register. Times vary by cen-
ter. For more information, go online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rec or call 703-324-5555, TTY 711.

Participating locations:
❖ David R. Pinn Community Center, 10225 Zion Drive,

Fairfax. 703-250-9181, TTY 711. Hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m.

❖ Mott Community Center, 12111 Braddock Road,
Fairfax. 703-278-8605, TTY 711. Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

SATURDAY/MARCH 20
Budget Town Hall Meeting with Supervisor John Cook (R-

Braddock). 10 a.m., Ravensworth Elementary School
gymnasium, 5411 Nutting Drive, Springfield. For more
information, contact the Braddock District Office at 703-425-9300.

Bulletin Board
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How would you like state of
the art LASER dentistry
without drills or needles?

What would you say if you could have your fillings placed painlessly without drills or needles,
with laser precision and comfort? You’d probably say, “Where do I sign up?” Well, now you can
with a revolutionary new laser we call the Water Laser. You may have seen it on TV lately.

This new Waterlase® is a breakthrough in comfortable dentistry. The laser sprays a computer-
controlled spray of air, water and laser energy at the decay in the tooth. The laser energy is
absorbed by the water and the energized microscopic water droplets are what actually remove
the tooth decay. Rarely is a shot necessary to numb the patient. Since no heat is generated
from the laser the Waterlase® is very safe to use on everyone.

What are the benefits of Waterlase® dentistry?
� Patient Comfort

Heat, vibration and pressure are the primary causes of pain associated with the use of the
traditional dental drill. Since cutting both hard and soft tissues (teeth and gums) with the
Waterlase® does not generate heat, vibration or pressure, many dental procedures can be per-
formed with fewer shots, less need for anesthesia, less use of the drill and fewer numb lips!
  The Waterlase® allows us to prepare teeth with less trauma which results in significantly less
tooth sensitivity after new fillings.
  Additionally, using the Waterlase® for gum procedures reduces bleeding, post-operative pain,
swelling and the need for pain medication in many cases. That means a new level of comfort
and satisfaction for your entire family.

� Sterilization
The laser sterilizes the tooth as it removes decay. This is very important. Because of bacterial

contamination, many of you have had old fillings replaced with either new fillings, or in many
cases, with crowns--and sometimes even root canals!! The reoccurrence of decay under fillings
is a primary reason so many root canals are needed. Since this new laser sterilizes the tooth as
it removes decay, and since many dentists now use ‘bonded’ filling materials enriched with
fluoride, the chances of ever having recurrent decay under that new filling are much lower.

� Great for Teenagers
The Waterlase® is especially great for teenagers. Sure, if the dentist is very good, shots

should not really be painful. But KNOWING you’re getting a shot is psychologically painful
even if you can’t feel the needle--especially for teenagers. By not getting a shot, not feeling the
vibration of the drill, and by not hearing the loud drill, kids never become afraid of the den-
tist, so they don’t grow up to be adults afraid of the dentist.

By incorporating laser technology into our dental practice, we are changing dentistry. It is
no longer yesterday’s world of painful shots, large silver mercury fillings, and fearful patients.
Lasers have improved the lives of patients and their dentists.

Technology is something that makes life better. Better in this case is better clinical results,
improved patient comfort, less use of anesthesia and antibiotics.
  We are proud to be one of the first dentists in Fairfax County to offer this revolutionary tech-
nology. Since August 2003, Dr. Fox has completed over 3,000 laser fillings with no needle/no
pain/no numbness. If you’ve been putting off going to the dentist because you were nervous
about the drill and needle, you don’t have to put it off any longer!

For more information about our dental practice please visit our website at
www.larryfoxdds.com

LAWRENCE T. FOX, DDS
5200 Lyngate Court

Burke, Virginia 22015

703-978-5253
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 7 am - 4 pm

New Patients and Emergencies Welcome
All types of general dentistry done at our office.

Rolling Valley Professional Center
9263 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
Previously Dr. Gwendolyn Jones & Associates

(703) 455-3338

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Most Insurances Accepted

Comfort Dental
Associates

25th Year
in Business

See what Jackson Hewitt® can do for you.
Experience counts. That’s why you need Jackson Hewitt®.

We know the ins and outs of tax preparation, so you can feel
confident you’ll get all the deductions and credits you’re entitled to.

Taxes can be complicated. Choosing Jackson Hewitt is easy.

6050-B Burke Commons Rd., in the Wal-Mart Shopping Center
Next to Villa Bella Restaurant • 703-239-0424

VDOT employees in the field worked 12- to 16-hour days everyday
for nearly two weeks, many of whom brought sleeping bags to work
with them and slept in the office between shifts and ate only one meal
a day.

He also said that while people in residential areas complained about
slow removal, VDOT requires that roads be plowed in order of priority
based on traffic volume. As a result, the first areas repeatedly plowed
were Interstates 66, 395 and 495 and Routes 1, 7 and 9, followed by
main roads within towns and finally, subdivisions. The subdivisions,
Vlacich said, are broken down into “snow maps,” which are routes
assigned to each driver to plow. Because of the routes, he said that
many people saw streets nearby getting plowed before their own streets,
so they called to complain.

“It’s important to let the crews have the chance to finish their snow
maps,” Vlacich said. “Getting thousands of phone calls telling us that
they didn’t get plowed doesn’t help us. It makes it harder to identify
what we have already done.”

While the explanations helped to allay some concerns, the board
nonetheless still had issue with several areas of VDOT’s response. Su-
pervisor Linda Smyth (D-Providence) criticized the snow map system,
saying that neighborhoods that Vlacich showed on the map in her dis-
trict had some of the least cleared streets. She suggested that VDOT
improve its mapping system to ensure that all streets are represented
on their maps.

“I had to laugh when you showed one of my neighborhoods on the
map when that’s the neighborhood I got the most complaints about,”
Smyth said. “There are gaps in the maps between Route 50 and 29,
and roads [in that area] fell through the cracks.”

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock) took aim at VDOT’s communi

News

See Summit,  Page 11

From Page 3

Snow Summit



6  ❖  Burke Connection  ❖  March 18-24, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Patrick Letson Mark Alexander

Connection Salutes Top Carriers
People

P
atrick Letson is a
standout on many
fronts. In addition to
the excellent customer

service he has delivered on his
Burke route since 2007, he has
maintained a 3.8 GPA at Lake
Braddock Secondary, including AP
Japanese and biology classes. He
is also a member of the Botball
(robotics) Club. He’s an avid “Call
of Duty: Modern Warfare 2”
player, but also enjoys nature pho-
tography. Patrick’s Connection
earnings are being saved up to buy
a car.

Originally from the South
American country of Colombia,
David Sethian is hoping to trade
living in Burke for New York City
when he’s on his own. He has de-
livered The Connection for three years and saves his
paychecks faithfully each month. The Lake Braddock
Secondary junior makes time for playing drums,
hanging out with friends and playing
golf.

Mark Alexander has athletic, ar-
tistic and ambitious sides. He rows for
Lake Braddock Secondary’s crew team, plays guitar
in a guitar ensemble and is saving to buy himself a
computer. As a sophomore, he has delivered the
Burke Connection for more than two years and has
also been working toward his Boy Scout Eagle Award.
Mark enjoys time at the beach and hiking, as well as

Carriers of the Year

the company of his Labrador retriever, Aldie.
Burke carrier Colvin Fowler is an “A” student in

his home school studies. His favorite activities are
playing soccer and video games, as
well as anything involving pizza. This
10-year-old Fairfax native has deliv-
ered the Burke Connection for nearly

two years and tithes part of each paycheck at church.
Spontaneous fun is generally playing outside with
his brothers and his dog, Bailey.

Connection Carriers of the Year receive a bonus
paycheck, passes from University Mall Theatres and
a Popeye’s meal coupon.

Tad Ogren and Allie Smith

June Wedding for Smith, Ogren

B
arry and Linda Smith of Winchester, Va. are pleased to announce
the engagement of their daughter, Allie Smith to Tad Ogren,
son of Tedd and Cindy Ogren of Burke.

Allie Smith is a 2005 graduate of Sherando High School and a 2009
graduate of George Mason University with a bachelor’s of arts degree

in psychology. She is employed by
the National Counseling Group of
Manassas as a mental health coun-
selor.

Tad Ogren is a 2006 graduate of
Lake Braddock Secondary School and will graduate in May from George
Mason University with a bachelor’s of science degree in biology. He
plans to attend medical school in the fall to pursue a career as an Air
Force doctor.

A June 19 wedding is planned at First Presbyterian Church in Win-
chester.
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Weddings & Engagements

Hundreds turn out for Valentine
Pops Gala delayed by snow.

M
ore than 300 people turned out for the arts on Friday,
March 5 at for the Fairfax Symphony Valentine Pops
Gala.

In addition, the Fairfax Symphony will perform as part of its
2009-2010 Season: “Great Expectations,” at George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts on Saturday, March 13, at 8 p.m.
The program includes Borodin’s “In the Steppes of Central Asia,”
Dorman’s “Lost Souls, a Piano Concerto for its East Coast Pre-
miere,” and Sibelius’ “Four Legends from the Kalevala, op. 22.”
See www.FairfaxSymphony.org.

A Gala Evening
Pam Charim with U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11)
and his wife Cathy Smith.

Photos by

Louise Krafft

Valerie Dale, wife of
Fairfax County Public
Schools chief Jack Dale,
of Reston, and Gerald
Gordon of Burke. Gordon
heads the Fairfax County
Economic Development
Authority and also
chaired the gala commit-
tee for the Fairfax Sym-
phony.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Patrick Bench, who was born and
raised in Burke, was recently hired by
Rasky Baerlein Strategic Communica-
tions as a vice president. He served for
the last three years as director of busi-
ness development for the  Massachusetts
Office of International Trade and Invest-
ment (MOITI), where he helped foreign
companies looking for growth opportu-
nities, capital and strategic partners in
the United  States and assisted Massa-
chusetts companies expand  overseas.

On Thursday, March 11, 19 new
deputy sheriffs, along with 18 police
officers graduated the 56th session of
the Fairfax County Criminal Justice
Academy. The ceremony took place at
the George Mason University Center for
the Arts. Deputy Sheriff Kevin
Davis received the Instructor’s Award
for his outstanding leadership, he was
elected the class president. Deputy
Sheriff Carmela Slocum received
the Training Award for outstanding per-
formance during the physical fitness
phase of the Academy, and Deputy
Sheriff Manuel Vaz received the De-
fensive Tactics award. Deputy Sheriff
Joshua Silver had the second highest
overall academic score of 98.44 percent,
and Deputy Sheriff Andrea
Mardocco was elected class treasurer.

Patrick Bench

People Notes

Nine Burke residents received degrees
from Virginia Tech in Blacksburg at the
December 2009 graduation: Emily

Barry, bachelor of arts summa cum
laude in Spanish; Peter Duggan,
bachelor of science in business manage-
ment; Asha Dwarka, a bachelor of
science in food science and technology
and a bachelor of science in biochemis-
try; Jacqueline Kretzer, a bachelor of
science in biological sciences and a
bachelor of science in human nutrition,
foods, and exercise; Daniel La, bach-
elor of arts in economics; Philip Lung,
bachelor of science in fisheries;
Maureen Murray, bachelor of science
in business cum laude in accounting and
information systems; Fabio Quijada,
bachelor of arts magna cum laude in
economics; and Teresa Tobat, bach-
elor of arts in communication.
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as well as parts of Fairfax County Park-
way, and that he has heard other reports
that the potholes caused damage to ve-
hicles.

“There are some roads that are not main
roads that are even more torn up than the
main roads,” Barfield said. “Roads that were
in marginal states of repair before the storm
and salt have become more deteriorated.
The roads that were not in tip-top shape
before the storm took it harder.”

The most common explanation for the
problem, Keller and Barfield agreed, is that
the snowstorms expedited the wearing pro-
cess on the roads. The snowstorms brought
much more snow than the region is accus-
tomed to, and as it melted, it put a good
deal of water on the roadways. This extra
water, he said, seeped into the cracks of the
road and softened the asphalt, causing it to
form potholes. In addition, he said that the
snowplows that came to clear the snow off
of Burke’s roadways are much larger ve-
hicles than those that typically use Burke’s
roads. So, with heavy trucks making mul-
tiple trips along the same roads that were
already weakened by the snow and salt, it
not only ruined some patches, but also
spread cracks in the asphalt more quickly.

Another explanation, Keller said, came
from a geologist he met in Roanoke. Keller
said that the geologist told him that VDOT
uses an inferior type of asphalt, which
cracks and forms potholes more easily than
a more robust blend of asphalt. According
to a study done by VDOT in 2006 entitled
“Detection of Polymer Modifiers in Asphalt
Binder,” VDOT acknowledged that there is
indeed inferior material in its asphalt mixes
and recommended that VDOT test its mix-
tures on a regular basis to ensure that no
below-standard material gets put into its
asphalt mix. Doing this, the study said,
would result in VDOT using less inferior
products to make its asphalt and save on

maintenance costs in the future.
“The frequency of quality assurance sam-

pling of polymer modified binders should
be increased to ensure that inferior mate-
rial is not being used in premium mixtures,”
the report said. “Overall, the increased test-
ing is expected to result in improved pave-
ment quality by reducing the acceptance of
inferior material.

While the potholes are becoming a major
nuisance for area residents, signs of hope
may be on the horizon. According to VDOT
Northern District Administrator Morteza
Salehi, Gov. Bob McDonnell (R), in conjunc-
tion with VDOT, announced last week that
he has implemented a statewide “pothole
blitz,” with the aim of repairing as many of
the state’s potholes as possible. Salehi said
that more than 7,000 potholes have been
filled already, and though the region has
not seen the benefits of the initiative yet,
he assured that it is coming soon.

Barfield said that he has not been given a
timetable as to when the initiative would
come to Fairfax County, but is urging resi-
dents to have patience. He said that the
potholes are a problem every winter, but
that this year, the problem was exacerbated
by an unprecedented weather event that
was nearly impossible to fully prepare for.
He also said that residents should demand
the highest possible return on their trans-
portation tax dollars, but that VDOT is do-
ing as much as it can with the funding and
equipment it has.

“The potholes will get repaired,” Barfield
said. “It may take longer than usual, but it
will happen. We have a wonderful infra-
structure in Northern Virginia and there will
be bumps along the way, but it’s a cycle. It
comes and it goes, and this is one of those
years where it goes.”

News

Potholes like these at the corner of Pommeroy Drive and Chatsworth
Court in Burke have appeared with a higher volume than usual due to
the winter’s three major snowstorms.
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Targeting Potholes

Report a Pothole
Go to www.virginiadot.org/travel/

citizen.asp or call VDOT’s Highway Helpline
at 1-800-367-7623 to report a pothole.
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Things To Do

Something Sweet’s in the Oven

More than 200 cakes and confectionery foods were on display at the 2009 National Capital Area Cake Show.
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National Capital Area
Cake Show comes
to Woodson High this
weekend.

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

C
ake lovers from far and
wide will flock to
Woodson High this week-
end for the second annual

National Capital Area Cake Show.
World-class sugar artists will display
their cake-decorating skills, while
showing off their creativity and inge-

nuity.
Innovative wed-

ding-cake art, hot
trends in decorat-
ing, live chal-
lenges, classes and
demonstrations by
many of the top
names in the
world of cake
decoration are just
a few of the many
treats in store for
attendees.

Show times are
Saturday, March
20, from 10 a.m.-

5 p.m., and Sunday, March 21, from 9
a.m.-5 p.m., and various ticket options
are available. A $35 ticket is good for
both days, including Saturday’s and
Sunday’s challenges. Or a $15 ticket
may be purchased for either day and
includes that day’s challenge. For
more information, plus a schedule of
classes, see www.cakeshow.org.

During Saturday’s live challenge

from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., famous sugar artists
from TV will compete to see who can cre-
ate the best, 3-foot-tall, circus-themed cake.
Sunday’s two, live challenges will be
“What’s in This Box?” from 1:30-2:30 p.m.,
and the “Haunted Castle Competition” from
10 a.m.-1 p.m.

In Sunday’s first competition, Norm Smith
and Zane Beg, co-owners of The Sweet Life
Cakery in Fairfax, will vie against each other
and everyone else participating. They’ll
open up a box and will have to decorate a

cake with whatever items they find inside,
such as fondant, flowers, icing, etc. In the
second challenge that day, participants will
assemble elements they’ve been given in
advance to create a haunted castle.

“It’s the second-largest cake show in the
U.S.,” said Smith. “People travel for this
event from as far away as Texas, Arizona,
Florida and Canada. The show has over 250
cake entries in various categories and fea-
tures 19 big names in the cake industry.
Many stars seen on the Food Network and

TLC’s ‘Ultimate Cake Off’ will be at this
event.”

There’s also a wedding cake competition,
plus contests for decorations illustrating
nursery rhymes. Pound, chocolate and fruit-
and-nut cakes will vie in the tasting divi-
sion, along with cheesecakes; and on Sun-
day, the cakes in the challenges will be sold
by the slice.

In addition, a portion of the cake show’s
proceeds will benefit two, local charities —
Shelter House Inc. and Kristi’s Christmas.

“The show
... features
19 big
names in
the cake
industry.”

— Norm Smith,
The Sweet Life

Cakery

THURSDAY/MARCH 18
Fairfax Antique Arts

Association: Keep
Respect Alive. 10:15 a.m. at
the City of Fairfax  Senior
Center Green Acres Center,
4401 Sideburn Road, Fairfax.
Mary Lipsey, president of the
Fairfax County Preservation
Association, will talk about the
threat to hundreds of Fairfax
County family cemeteries.
Free, annual membership fee
required to attend subsequent
meetings; $15 per person, $25
couple. 703-359-2487.

Gesher Used Book Sale. 7:30
a.m.-6 p.m. at Gesher Jewish
Day School, 4800 Mattie
Moore Court, Fairfax. Books,
DVDs, CDs and video tapes.
703-978-9789.

Afternoon Reading Group. 1
p.m. City of Fairfax Regional
Library, 10360 North St.,
Fairfax. The House of the
Spirits by Isabel Allende.
Adults. 703-293-6227.

The Ataris, Set Phasers To Stun,
The Automatics, Wings Of
Apollo, Cerca Trova and John
Wayne Hero. 6:30 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10
in advance. $15 at the door. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

Preemies Today: A
Complementary
Medicine Approach to
Healing
Developmental Delays.
7:30 p.m. at the Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. With speakers Patricia
Lemer, M.Ed., NCC and Ambika
Wauters, MFA, Homeopath. 703-229-
0835.

FRIDAY/MARCH 19
Gesher Used Book Sale. 7:30 a.m.-4

p.m. at Gesher Jewish Day School,
4800 Mattie Moore Court, Fairfax.
Books, DVDs, CDs and video tapes.
703-978-9789.

Book Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360

North St., Fairfax. New and used
books and more. 703-293-6227.

Steve Forbert. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $20. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

The Chuck Shaffer Picture Show,
Earth Note Syndicate,
Dreaming of Eden and Those

Passing By. 10 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.
Spring Scrapbooking
Event. 6:30-11:30 p.m. at The

Dunn Loring Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Department, 2148 Gallows
Road, Dunn Loring. Paper crafting
professionals available to help.
Ground level cropping space, free
massages, access to a tool table and
more. $25. All proceeds go to the
Dunn Loring Fire and Rescue Dept.
Register at www.dlvfrd.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 20
Tuskegee Airmen Group Honored.

4-9 p.m. at Mott Community Center,

12111 Braddock Road, Fairfax. The
movie about the lives of the Tuskegee
Airmen will be shown, followed by
refreshments and a meet and greet
with the Airmen. Free, the public is
invited. Contact Patricia L. McClenic,
703-324-5641, TTY 711.

Civil War Defenses of Washington,
D.C. 2 p.m. at The Civil War
Interpretive Center at Historic
Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Illustrated talk and book
signing by Walton H. Owen, Curator
and Assistant Director of Fort Ward
Museum and co-author of “Mr.
Lincoln’s Forts: A Guide to the Civil
War Defenses of Washington.” Free
and open to the public. Books will be
for sale for $50. 703-591-0560.

Japanese Taiko Drum Ensemble
Tao: The Martial Art of
Drumming. 8 p.m. at the George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. A pre-
performance discussion, free to ticket
holders, begins 45 minutes before
performance on the Center’s Grand
Tier III. $22-$44. Youth through

grade 12 half price when
accompanied by an adult.
Tickets available at 888-945-
2468 or visit cfa.gmu.edu.

One-on-One Computer
Tutoring. 10 a.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Learn to
use a computer and navigate
the Internet. Call for an
appointment. Adults. 703-
249-1520.

Celtic rock band Mythica. 7
p.m. at Accotink United
Unitarian Church, 10125
Lakehaven Court, Burke. $12
adv., $15 at door, under age
12 free. Proceeds benefit the
non-profit VOICE (Virginians
Organized for Interfaith
Community Engagement)
703-503-4579
orwww.MythicaMusic.com.

Potluck Dinner. 5-9 p.m., at
Ravensworth Elementary
School, 5411 Nutting Drive,

See Calendar,  Page 9

Calendar
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9232-A Old Keene Mill Road, Burke, VA 22015 703-455-8201

Home Sweet Home FURNITURE

Located at Rolling Valley Mall (near Shoppers FWH & Ross)

GRAND OPENING SALE!

• Coffee Tables Starting at $79 • Dining Starting at $199
• Mattresses Starting at $199 • Sofas Starting at $399
• Bedrooms Starting at $799 • Plus much more!!!

Quality furniture at great prices, we beat everyone’s prices!

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

THANKSGIVING CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, NOV. 20–29
Prices begin at only..............................................................................................................$580
Includes 9-Nights Cruise on Celebrity’s “Mercury” With All Meals & Entertainment

BEIJING TO HONG KONG CRUISE, SEPT. 4–14.......................................................$820
Includes 12-Nights Cruise on RCCL’s “Legend Of the Seas”, 1-Night Hilton Hotel,
Beijing and All Meals & Entertainment Onboard. $25 Shipboard Credit per Stateroom

IRELAND, NOV. 1–9.............................................................................................................$1899
Includes Air from National Airport, 3-Nights International Hotel, Killarney, 3-Nights
Imperial Hotel, Galway 1-Night Cabra Castle Daily Breakfast & Dinner Sightseeing,
Whiskey Tasting, Irish Coffee

Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop
YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA
20% OFF NON SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 3/24/10

Clothing • Furniture • Housewares

$1
Wednesday, 3/24/10

10 a.m.-6 p.m.

DOLLAR DAZE
All Men’s Pants & Women’s Slacks

Not valid with other discounts or sales.Not valid with other discounts or sales.

SUPER SATURDAY

50% Off
Housewares & Linens
Saturday, 3/20/10

10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Springfield. Celebrate 50th anniversary
of Ravensworth Farm.

Spring Scrapbooking Event. 8:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. at The Dunn Loring
Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department, 2148 Gallows Road,
Dunn Loring. Paper crafting
professionals available to help.
Ground level cropping space, free
massages, access to a tool table and
more. $30. All proceeds go to the
Dunn Loring Fire and Rescue Dept.
Register at www.dlvfrd.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 21
Lecture by local author Chuck

From Page 9
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Mauro, “A Southern Spy in
Northern Virginia: The Civil
War Album of Laura Ratcliffe.”
6 p.m. at Panera Bread, 3955 Chain
Bridge Road, Fairfax. Hosted by
Frank Stringfellow Camp #822 Sons
of Confederate Veterans. Open to the
public. $5. 703-250-8705 or
stringfellowbuva@worldnet.att.net.

N Scale Model Trains will be running
from 1-4 p.m. at the Fairfax Station
Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax
Station Road, Fairfax Station. The
Northern Virginia NTRAK model train
club will host its monthly layout.
Trains will be running in the caboose
as well. $2 adults, $1 ages 4-10. 703-
425-9225.

NAACP Fairfax County Youth

Council Meeting. 4 p.m. at the
George Mason University Johnson
Center, Robeson Room, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Meetings
are open to youth ages 10-20.
restonbell7@gmail.com.

Community Family Fun Day. 1-4
p.m. at Gesher Jewish Day School,
4700 Mattie Moore Court Fairfax.
Magic show and balloons by Mr.
Twister, moonbounce, make your
own matzah, face painting, used
book sale, Passover fun and nature
activities and crafts. 703-962-9612 or
Dmendelson@gesher-jds.org.

Au Pair in America Cultural Fair.
1-3 p.m. at Ernst Cultural Center
Gym, Northern Virginia Community
College, 8333 Little River Turnpike

Annandale. Au pairs will share their
cultures through visual displays, food
samples, games and performances.
Around the World Scavenger Hunt
with prizes for children. Terry Bellus,
tbaupair@cox.net.

Japanese Taiko Drum Ensemble
Tao: The Martial Art of
Drumming. 4 p.m. at the George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. A pre-
performance discussion, free to ticket
holders, begins 45 minutes before
performance on the Center’s Grand
Tier III. $22-$44. Youth through
grade 12 half price when
accompanied by an adult. Tickets
available at 888-945-2468 or visit
cfa.gmu.edu.

Gesher Used Book Sale. 9:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. at Gesher Jewish Day
School, 4800 Mattie Moore Court,
Fairfax. Books, DVDs, CDs and video
tapes. This is also Gesher’s
Community Family Day, 1-4 p.m. for
all ages. 703-978-9789.

The IBIS Chamber Music Society. 7
p.m. at Providence Presbyterian
Church, 9019 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Dohnanyi’s trio for strings,
Jean Francaix’s Quintet #2, Ravel’s
duo for violin and cello and more.
Complimentary food/beverages at
Meet The Artists reception. $20 in
advance/$25 at door, seniors and
students $10/$15.

See Calendar,  Page 10
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Antioch Baptist Church invites

to join us for worship & fellowship

Sunday, March 28, 2010

11:30 a.m. worship service

Singles of all ages

Save the Date!!

6531 Little Ox Road • Fairfax Station, VA 22039

www.antioch-church.org
For more information, please contact Rev. Bernard Snowden at 703-425-0710

Guest Choir: George Mason University’s Anointed Voices of Unity

www.providencechurch.org/music or
703-978-3934.

West Springfield Crew Boosters
Basket Bingo. 1 p.m. at West
Springfield High School Cafeteria,
6100 Rolling Road, Springfield. $15
advance, $20 at the door. Raffles
include a Bryce getaway, 32-inch flat
screen TV, Amex card, diamond
bracelet, gift card bouquet and a
Longaberger wrought iron Foyer
bench with wall unit. 703-451-9801.

Book Sale. 1-4 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North St.,
Fairfax. New and used books and
more. 703-293-6227.

Bluegrass Brunch with Dead
Men’s Hollow and Lisa Kay
Band. 1:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $8. 703-255-
1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

An Evening with Al Petteway and
Amy White. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $20. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

MONDAY/MARCH 22
Jonathan Austin: Magic and

Juggling. 2:30 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Magic, juggling and
unicycling fun. Age 6-12. 703-644-
7333.

Open Mic Showcase hosted by
Ron Goad. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $2 cover.
703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/MARCH 23
Frances Perkins, New Deal

Pioneer. 7 p.m. Kings Park Library,
9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke. Kirstin
Downey discusses her book, The

From Page 9
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Woman Behind the New Deal. 703-
978-5600.

Inova Blood Drive. 1-6:30 p.m.
Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Photo ID
required. Appointments preferred,
call 1-866-256-6372. Adults.

Teen Book Group. 6 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. What’s hot and what’s
not. Age 12-16. 703-644-7333.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 24
Consciousness, Meaning and Your

Calling in Life. 6:30-9 p.m. at the
Old Town Hall, 3999 University

Drive, Fairfax. Presented by George
Mason University’s Center for
Consciousness and Transformation.
Light refreshments included. $20.
Pre-registration recommended at
http://cct.gmu.edu.

Joan Marie Giampa Opening
Reception: Image Archaeology
Doctoral Exhibition. 5 p.m.
George Mason University Hall Atrium
Gallery, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. 703-349-7178.

Evening Book Discussion Group. 7
p.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Call for title.
Adults. 703-249-1520.

Jim Weider’s Project Percolator. 8

p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/MARCH 25
Think Spring! 10:30 a.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Story time celebrating
spring. Ages 2-5 with an adult. 703-
249-1520.

Book Club Kids: Planting a
Rainbow. 10:30 a.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Book club for 3-5 year
olds. Activities and fun centered
around “Planting a Rainbow” by Lois

Ehlert. Children should be familiar
with this story before coming. 703-
644-7333.

An Evening with Joseph Arthur. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 26
Choral concert by the James

Madison University Chorale
and Madison Singers. 7 p.m. at
Providence Presbyterian Church,
9019 Little River Turnpike, Fairax.
Free. www.providencechurch.org/
music or 703-978-3934.

The Hint, Struan Shields and Ever
Since Beginnings. 5:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 in advance, $13 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Sarah Borges and the Broken
Singles with Memphis 59. 10
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

George Mason University Dance
Company’s 2010 Gala Concert.
8 p.m. at the GMU Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. $20 adults, $12 students and
seniors at 888-945-2468 or
cfa.gmu.edu.

SATURDAY/MARCH 27
The City of Fairfax Band

Association Presents Old
Friends, New Friends. 8 p.m. at
Fairfax High School Auditorium,
3501 Rebel Run, Fairfax. $13 for
adults, $7 for seniors, and free for
under age18. Purchase tickets online
at www.fairfaxband.org.  Group
discounts are available with
advanced sales. 703-757-0220.

Japanese
Taiko Drum
Ensemble
Tao presents
The Martial
Art of Drum-
ming this
Saturday
and Sunday
at the
George
Mason
University
Center for
the Arts.T
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Drum Show

HOW TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION

Calendar Listings
The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of
Upcoming Events every week. While we cannot guarantee
that every event we receive information about will be
listed, here is the information we need for your upcoming
event to be considered for the Calendar. We welcome
photographs of similar events held previously, which
sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:
Day of the Week, Date and Time:
Name of the Place Event will Be Held:
Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:
Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least
two weeks before your event. Clear photographs from
similar previous events are always welcome.
All events should be open to the public. We give
first priority to free events. E-mail listings to:

burke@connectionnewspapers.com
or mail to:
Calendar, Connection Newspapers
1606 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314.

For more information, call 703-778-9410.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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The Best Chinese
Restaurant
In The Area

703.569.7600 or 703.569.8751

GOOD NEWS!
Our All-Day Buffet

is Now 7 Days a Week
Lunch $7.95 •  Dinner $8.95

www.hunaneastburke.com

Burke Town Plaza
9546 Old Keene Mill Rd., Burke, VA

Per person - Dine in only
Hunan East Burke

Expires 3/31/10
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

Dinner Buffet
$2.00 OFF

Per person - Dine in only
Hunan East Burke

Expires 3/31/10
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

$1.00 OFF
Lunch Buffet

Gen. Tso’s Chicken
With purchase of $25 or more

Delivery or Pickup only
Hunan East Burke

Expires 3/31/10
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

FREE

Fried Rice or Lo Mein
With purchase of $20 or more

Delivery or Pickup only
Hunan East Burke

Expires 3/31/10
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

FREE

Save Your Library!
Proposed Cuts to Fairfax County Public Library will:
• Close all the libraries two mornings and two evenings a week
• Eliminate weekend telephone and reference service and library programs
• Slash information assistance and computer/Wi-Fi access for students, job seekers,
   ESL patrons and others
• Eliminate outreach services for the disabled, homebound and senior center residents
• Reduce services for children and teens
• Cut the library budget by nearly 1/3 over two years
• Make per resident library spending for Fairfax County the lowest in the DC Metro area

Friends of Fairfax County Public Libraries

Residents of Fairfax City contact the Mayor and City Council mayor&council@fairfaxva.gov

Help Save Library Services
Sign our petition at http://tiny.cc/fcpl

Contact the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
• Chairman, At-Large — Sharon Bulova 703-324-2321 chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Braddock — John C. Cook 703-425-9300 braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Dranesville — John W. Foust 703-356-0551 dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Hunter Mill — Catherine M. Hudgins 703-478-0283 hntrmill@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Lee — Jeff C. McKay 703-971-6262 leedist@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Mason — Penelope A. Gross, Vice Chairman 703-256-7717 mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Mount Vernon — Gerald W. Hyland 703-780-7518 mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Providence — Linda Q. Smyth 703-560-6946 provdist@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Springfield — Pat Herrity 703-451-8873 springfield@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Sully — Michael R. Frey 703-814-7100 sully@fairfaxcounty.gov

Charlie’s Barber Shop

Charlie now has

his own shop

in Burke!

5622 Ox Rd., H1 Fairfax Station, VA 22039
(Next to Gold’s Gym)

703-503-1122
www.charliesBarberShop.com

cation system, saying that all
streets would have been plowed
quickly if VDOT had better com-
munication with its plow opera-
tors. He said that he received calls
from constituents complaining
that their streets were not plowed
for more than a week. He added
that the poor communication hin-
dered VDOT’s ability to adapt to
the changing nature of the situa-
tion.

“As we saw some problems it
occurred to me that the commu-
nication between you and the
people in the plows is the issue,”
Cook said. “If you don’t have a way
to communicate with drivers and
they’re not in the office, that’s not
helping anyone. You have to have
a management structure that al-
lows you to change during the
event.”

Another area in need of change,
several supervisors said, is the is-
sue of private contractors. Super-
visor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield)
questioned the work of the private
contractors hired by VDOT to as-
sist in plowing efforts, saying that
the contractors were not held ac-
countable for their work, and in
turn, neglected to plow many
streets. He called for more moni-
toring of their work and suggested
that VDOT provide incentives for
good performance.

McKay also took issue with pri-
vate contractors, but in terms of
contractors hired by homeowners’
and civic associations. He said that
many of his constituents told him
that their plows were willing to
plow streets outside of these
neighbors and that they were will-
ing to incur the cost to help the
community. However, due to
VDOT restrictions, only VDOT
staff or contractors hired directly
by VDOT can plow VDOT roads.

“A suggestion I heard from HOAs
is that they would have been
happy to do VDOT streets but they
couldn’t because of liability is-
sues,” McKay said.

While the summit provided an-
swers to some of the most press-
ing questions that arose from the
snowstorms, Salehi and Vlacich
both said that even if the prepara-
tion was better and the response
more efficient, the sheer volume
of the snow would have hampered
any efforts.

“The snow impacted residents,
neighborhoods, our families and
us,” Vlacich said. “Our goal, first
and foremost, is to do the most
good in the quickest amount of
time. We don’t have all the an-
swers, but we’re constantly trying
to improve.”

News

From Page 5

Summit
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Three Added to Local Hall of Fame
Sports

Burke Connection Sports Editor Reed Albers

703-224-3014 or  ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com

Three Added to Local Hall of Fame
Bruins’ Jim Poythress
named Coach of the Year.
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Lake Braddock football head coach Jim Poythress was
named Coach of the Year at the ceremony. Poythress led
the Bruins to a state finals appearance in 2009.

“Thank you for
helping make my
dreams come true.”

— Jason Witten

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

D
allas Cowboy Jason Witten might one
day be immortalized in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, but his
first hall of fame honor is Fairfax’s to

claim.
On March 14 at the McLean

Hilton, the Fairfax County Football
Hall of Fame inducted the six-time,
Pro Bowl tight end and former
Vienna Youth linebacker to it’s il-
lustrious roster of local football
legends.

“There’s no question that the ex-
periences I had [at Vienna Youth]
helped me reach my dreams,” Witten said. “Thank
you for helping make my dreams come true.”

Witten was unable to attend the ceremony due to
duties with the NFL Players Association and its yearly
meeting in Hawaii, but his award will be held in
Fairfax until next year’s ceremony and he vowed to
claim it in person.

Former Robinson Secondary School head football
coach Nick Hilgert joined Witten as one of the three
2010 inductees to the Hall of Fame.

Hilgert, who served as head coach from 1983 to
1996, was the first Robinson head coach to take the
Rams to the state football finals in 1988. Hilgert also
worked as an assistant coach at Hammond High
School and Marshall High School.

Known for being a likeable coach and teacher,
Hilgert used his time at the podium to remind the

student-athletes in attendance to strive for excellence
in everyday life.

“There’s a lot more to [sports] than winning and
losing ... you don’t just go out for sports to be win-
ners,” he said. “Always do your best. If you do your
best, then you’re not a loser. Learn more, study more,
work hard and don’t be satisfied with average.”

Richard Herman of Fort Belvoir Sports also was
inducted into the Hall of Fame for his decades of
service to area youth sports. In 1993, he founded a
select basketball program, and in 2000 founded a
youth track club.

He currently is the Fort Belvoir
youth football commissioner.

“I love children and I’ll probably
do this until the day I die,” he said.
“I appreciate this award and I’m
very humbled.”

IN ADDITION to the Hall of
Fame inductions, various service
and player of the year awards also

were handed out.
Josh Hogan (W.T. Woodson), Kevin Samson (Madi-

son), Anton McCallum (Hayfield), Brian Laiti
(Robinson), Hunter Debutts (Episcopal) and Bo
Revell (Battlefield) were named the High School
Players of the Year.

Jim Poythress (Lake Braddock) and Mickey Thomp-
son (Stone Bridge) were named High School Coaches
of the Year.

Solomon Thompson Jr. won the Karl Davey Me-
morial Award. John Page won Official of the Year
and Joe Swarm, director of student activities at
Marshall High School, won the Tom Davis Meritori-
ous Service Award.

Damian Caracciola, Southwestern Youth Associa-
tion youth football commissioner, won the Gene
Nelson Commissioner’s Award.

Determination Leads to Dream School
Robinson’s Mickey Bennett chases his dream
of wrestling for West Virginia University.

Setting his sights on joining West Virginia University’s wrestling team,
Bennett put in hours of extra work at camps during the summer to
better his chances.
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See Mickey Bennett,  Page 13

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

M
ickey Bennett, a 145-pound
wrestler for Robinson, had just
about everything squared away

to begin his transition to West Virginia Uni-
versity next fall.

He had paid his first-
year tuition deposit
and had a roommate
and dorm assignment
lined up, but a spot on
the team’s NCAA Divi-
sion 1 wrestling team
was still in limbo.

“West Virginia was my top pick for col-
lege,” the senior said. “I had been looking
at West Virginia for a while. I went to a camp
there and hoped they would notice me.”

Through various camps and fund raisers
at West Virginia, Mickey had attempted to
draw attention to his wrestling.

Mickey hoped his first-place finish at the

Northern Region wrestling tournament
would earn him a spot on Mountaineer’s
wrestling team.

No offer came.
His third-place finish in 145-pound class

at the Virginia AAA state wrestling tourna-
ment didn’t yield any news.

“It was getting upsetting,” said Marcia
Bennett, Mickey’s
mother. “We hadn’t
heard anything
[about Mickey’s re-
cruitment]. We knew
they had just re-
cruited two other kids
in his weight class. We

were like ‘What now?’ “
Mickey Bennett faced a grim situation. It

appeared he would have to walk on to the
wrestling team and try to earn a spot over
wrestlers who had been recruited — some
of them national and state champions.

“If I had to walk on, then that’s how it
was going to be,” Mickey Bennett said.

As it turned out, Mickey Bennett had been
a Mountaineer all along. His family’s wor-
ried frenzy over his wrestling career had

kept them from performing a simple task.

“He was going to make
them want him.”

— Marcia Bennett
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Sports

Spartans Fall in State Semis
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The loss of senior Mel Todd will leave a gap in the Spartans roster next
season head coach Bill Gibson said.

“The kids played real
hard and [the loss] is
nothing to be ashamed
about.”

— Bill Gibson

Spartans suffer loss
to Lake Taylor in state
semifinal matchup.

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

F
or much of the West Springfield
girls’ basketball season, the Spar-
tans defense had been a catalyst
for the team’s offense.

Their aggressive style of play helped the
team earn a trip to the Virginia AAA state
semifinals on March 10 at the Stuart C.
Siegel Center in Richmond. In the semi-fi-
nal match against Eastern Region foe Lake
Taylor, the offense couldn’t keep pace, re-
sulting in a 56-44 loss.

“We weren’t shooting well at all,” head
coach Bill Gibson said. “You have to shoot
at least average, but we weren’t doing that.”

Jordan Miller led the team in scoring with
12 points. Logan Battle and April Robinson
both tallied 10 points.
Melanie Todd rounded
out the top West
Springfield scorers
with seven points.

West Springfield’s
accomplishment of
playing in the final
four of the state tour-
nament was not lost
on Gibson.

“There’s 137 AAA teams in the state and
to get to the final four is quite an honor,”
Gibson said. “The kids played real hard and
[the loss] is nothing to be ashamed about.”

“I didn’t check the mail during the entire
week of regionals and states,” Marcia
Bennett said. “I pulled out the mail and
there was a 3-inch packet from West Vir-
ginia saying they would like him to wrestle
for them.”

Mickey Bennett’s dream of becoming a
Mountaineer goes back to his first day with
the Robinson wrestling team.

Mickey, who played defense in football,
wanted something to do during the off-sea-
son.

“For 10 years, I played football,” he said.
“After the season I wanted to try something
new.”

With no wrestling experience or any un-
derstanding of the sport, Mickey Bennett
joined the Robinson wrestling team — one
of the region’s premier wrestling programs
— as a freshman.

“When he came into the room, we didn’t
know what to expect,” Robinson head wres-
tling coach Bryan Hazard said. “He was a

Despite the disappointing outcome,
Gibson viewed the loss as another learning
experience for his young team.

The team’s core of
Robinson, Battle
and Miller will be
juniors next season.
The Spartans will
graduate only five
senior players at the
end of the year.

Gibson noted that
the state semifinals
experience will help

the young team in future big game situa-
tions.

“The pressure of being in a big game is
something you can’t simulate,” he said.

The loss ends a top-notch year for the
West Springfield girls’ basketball team. The
Spartans finished the season with a 25-3
record and won the Patriot District cham-
pionship, but lost to Oakton in the North-
ern Region finals.

Gibson hopes the young core of players
can carry the team back to the state play-
offs, but he said replacing Naomi Ngalle,
Julia Stejskal, Jaz Gaston and Memi Turay
will be tough. Even tougher, though, is find-
ing someone to fill Todd’s role.

“When you have a team like this, you look
at what you’ve lost,” he said. “We’re losing
Melanie Todd, one of the best athletes I ever
had. We’re going to lose her athleticism and
the things she did to change the momen-
tum of the game.”

tough kid to deal with, but as he started to
gain experience and confidence, he shat-
tered our expectations.”

Marcia Bennett didn’t know what to ex-
pect either.

“I remember picking him up and he was
soaking wet. He came out and said, ‘This is
sweat,’” she said. “I thought he had gotten
in a water fight. The next practice I picked
him up and he was all wet again. After two
or three more days, I realized he wasn’t
getting in a water fight.”

Mickey Bennett spent a season on the jun-
ior varsity team where he found such early
success that it prompted him to make a dras-
tic change in his sporting life.

“I decided to quit football so I could fo-
cus on my wrestling,” he said.

WITH A renewed focus, Mickey Bennett
earned a few matches on the varsity roster
in his sophomore year before earning a full-
time spot as a junior.

When the season ended and other wres-
tlers played other sports or took time off,

Mickey Bennett toiled on the mats, chasing
his dream.

Mickey Bennett started going to as many
wrestling camps as he could, finding any
way to improve his skills.

“For two summers in a row, he went to
over 30 days of camps,” Marcia Bennett
said. “He just did a lot of work while every-
one else was going to the pool.”

Hazard said it’s uncommon for a wres-
tler to enter a program with no experience
and reach Mickey Bennett’s potential.

“There are people who have been national
champions who did not start wrestling un-
til their freshman or sophomore year,” he
said. But without prior experience, he ad-
mitted it can be difficult to achieve Mickey
Bennett’s success.”

With a resumé of impressive victories,
Mickey Bennett embarked on his quest to
gain the eyes of the West Virginia coaches.

He sent letters of recommendation, vis-
ited coaches at the school, attended fund
raisers at WVU and wrestled at events
where he might be seen by the coaches.

“You have to make yourself known to the
coaches and Mickey did that,” Marcia
Bennett said. “He was going to make them
want him.”

Mickey Bennett said there was never a
second school, there was only West Virginia.
Hazard knew wrestling for WVU was a lofty
goal.

“Up until the end of this year, I never
would have expected him to wrestle at the
Division 1 level,” he said. “He didn’t really
have the awards, but he put in a lot of time
and bought into what we were [teaching].”

THE NEWS that Mickey Bennett had
earned a spot on the team righted some past
disappointments in his young life.

“He’s kind of come up short on things he
wants,” Marcia Bennett said. “It’s nice that
he finally got it. He worked hard for it.”

Hazard said Mickey Bennett’s chance to
wrestle for West Virginia is just one result
of his hard work and dedication to the sport.

“Wrestling has made him a better person,”
Hazard said.

From Page 12

Mickey Bennett Climbs to Mountaintop

Week in Sports

Submit Youth
Sports Headlines

The local youth winter sports sea-
sons are ending and the Connection
doesn’t want any child’s accomplish-
ments to go unnoticed.

In order to have youth sports items
printed or posted on the Web, send
the information to Sports Editor
Reed S. Albers at
ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com.

Travel Soccer Try
Outs March 20

The U17 boys travel soccer team,
the Patriots F.C. are looking to add
experienced players and a goal-
keeper to their roster.

U17 Boys, is an NCSL team that
plays year round and draws players
from the Centreville, Chantilly,
Clifton, Manassas, Burke, Spring-
field, Fairfax and the Fairfax Station
areas.

Tryouts are Saturday, March 20,
from 9-11 a.m. in the Centreville
area.

The Patriots F.C. are coached by Bill
Walter, a former NCAA collegiate
player who holds a USSF National
License and professionally trained by
Fabio Vicente, a former Division 1
Brazilian Professional Player.

Players interested in trying out for
the Patriots should contact the VBSC
Patriots F.C. Manager Jack Dulan at
dulang@cox.net or Walter at
billybobandktr@aol.com or 571-
259-1000.
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Henry F. Dutson, DDS MS

D. Michael Ellis, DDS

Orthodontic Specialists

for Adults and Children

5631-B Burke Centre Parkway

Burke, VA  22015

703-250-2214

4600 John Marr Dr., Suite #401

Annandale, VA  22003

703-750-9393

• Free Initial Exam
• 40+ Years Experience
• Two Board Certified Orthodontists
• Ceramic Braces
• Invisalign Treatment

www.dutson-ellisortho.com

Suite F • 5631 Burke Centre Parkway • Burke, VA 22015

Weekdays • Saturdays • Evenings

United Concordia Participant

24 Hour Emergency Care

BURKE PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
The Corner of Rt. 123 (Ox Rd.)

& Burke Centre Pkwy.

To advertise please call Steve Hogan
 at 703-917-6463

REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2010-2011 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

F
ifteen students from West Springfield High
School recently beat out 15 other high
schools from across the country to be
named National Champions in the hip hop

category at National Dance Alliance National Cham-
pionship in Orlando, Fla. They won with their cho-
reographed routine called “The Joker” as an hom-
age to the song “Thriller” by Michael Jackson.
   In addition to winning their category, they were

Spartan Dancers National Champs at Orlando Event
also recognized for Superior Showmanship for their
costuming and execution.
    Led by their coaches Tara Perez and Jason King,
the team is made up of Morgan Brown, Kate DeClark,
Hannah Ernst, Chelsea Kopf, Nicole Mobley, Riley
O’Rourke, Dori Shapiro, Kristen Toler, Natalie
Wawrzeniak, Kristen Halvorsen, Jordan Penrod,
Shawn Spears, Nicky Ditnoy, Sarah Nolen and Sarah
Thompson.

Regardless
of circum-
stances, each
man lives in
a world of his
own making.
—Josepha Murray

Emms

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper
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Opinion

The Transportation Fix
No help on congestion just a small part
of spreading pain from budget.

T
he Virginia General Assembly has
adjourned. If for some reason your
attention lapsed between the cam-
paign for Governor (Gov. Bob

McDonnell took office just two months ago)
and now, you might expect a transportation
plan as one of the outcomes of this assembly
session.

Here is the transportation relief proposed
and passed and likely to be signed: the maxi-
mum speed limit on some roads will increase
to 70 miles-per-hour.

This seems like it might violate equal pro-
tection standards, since there are very few
hours of the day on any Northern Virginia’s
roads that getting above 55 is possible. Heck,
most of us are really happy if traffic on the
Beltway or 66 or 95 or Toll Road moves along
at 30 mph without frequent stops.

So in other parts of the state not dominated
by congestion, vehicles will be moving faster.

In Northern Virginia, there will be even less

Editorial

money for even fewer efforts at relieving con-
gestion.

The governor’s commitment to fixing trans-
portation, the center of his campaign that
boosted him to an election victory even in
Fairfax County (not Arlington or Alexandria)
turned out to be far weaker than his commit-
ment to eschew any new forms of revenue that
might be needed to pay for such a fix.

Seriously, the Governor made no major pro-
posal to the General Assembly
on transportation.

Many, many people will face
hardships that the rest of us can

barely imagine because of the greatly pared
down budget just passed in the General As-
sembly, especially people with disabilities of
all kinds, working poor families, people who
need mental health care, people who are strug-
gling with addictions, families who can’t af-
ford health insurance whose incomes are just
enough to keep them from getting assistance,

etc.
Localities will press to raise property taxes

so they can buffer some of the cuts to educa-
tion, health care and the safety net passed
along from the state.

Parents and students and teachers will feel
the pain as school districts struggle to adjust
priorities in ways that won’t sit well.

And everyone who needs to get anywhere
will sit in traffic, wait longer for buses, pay
more for rides on public transportation of all
kinds.

But don’t forget that if you are lucky enough
to drive through some of rural Virginia on an
interstate, you’ll probably get to go 70 miles-
per-hour. That should compensate for some of
the pain.

Find Us on Facebook
It’s a work in progress, but the Connection

and sister papers Centre View, Alexandria Ga-
zette Packet and Mount Vernon Gazette are
now on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers. Please become a fan.

— Mary Kimm
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abuse among youth, demands immediate at-
tention. Local organizations and concerned in-
dividuals should join together to mobilize the
community to fight against this growing epi-
demic.

Authorities tell us that DXM overdoses typi-
cally occur in clusters, as word about the “high”
spreads in a community’s middle and high
schools. According to a recent study, it’s esti-
mated that one out of 10 people aged 12 to
17, or 2.4 million children from all back-
grounds and geographic areas have said they

have taken cough remedies
to get high.

It is vital that adults, par-
ticularly parents be aware
of the possible signs of

abuse. A red flag should be raised if you see
your child making frequent purchases of OTC
cough preparations from the same or different
stores, or from the Internet, hides cough medi-
cine bottles in his/her bedroom, is exhibiting
odd behavior; has declining grades; a loss of
interest in friends and activities; or is experi-
encing hallucinations and/or any of the side
effects mentioned above.

Be cautious about your medicine cabinets.
You should know what is in there, keep track
of your medicines, and discard OTC and pre-
scription medications that you don’t need. If
you suspect a problem, immediately contact a
local substance abuse prevention/intervention
professional, such as your pediatrician or fam-
ily doctor. The time to educate and act is now.

Ana Burns has a B.S. in health policy and
administration and  is an epidemiology program
assistant. She is pursuing her masters degree in
public health and grew up in the Fairfax area.

Teen Cough Medicine Abuse

Commentary

By Ana Burns

T
he latest and among the most danger-
ous drug abuse problems has arisen
among teens and is creeping across

America, affecting many communities. There
are codenames for it: Skittles, Robo, Triple Cs,
Dex, Tussin and Vitamin D, to mention a few.
This is the practice of getting high by taking
excessive doses of over-the-counter (OTC)
cough medications. These are the same me-
dicinal remedies that we commonly stock in
our medicine cabinets and are readily avail-
able in drugstores and supermarkets every-
where.

The “high” is caused by dextromethorphan,
known familiarly as DXM, and is an active in-
gredient in more than 100 nonprescription
cough syrups, tablets and gel caps like
Dimetapp DM, Robitussin, Sudafed and Vicks
44. A normal dose of cough medicine is 15–30
milligrams. Surprisingly, children are some-
times ingesting 25–50 times the recommended
doses.

DXM, when used as directed, has a long his-
tory of being safe and effective. However, when
taken in large doses, it can produce a halluci-
nogenic high, along with dangerous side ef-
fects, caused by the DXM itself or other active
ingredients in the medicine. Among them are
stomach pain and heart problems, as well as
delusions, depression, high blood pressure, loss
of consciousness, nausea and vomiting, numb-
ness, rashes and seizures.

Certainly, as a community, we would want
to ensure that OTC cough and cold medicines
containing DXM remain accessible to those
who need them. However, the potential for

Letters

Adults need to be aware of new drug problem.
Against the Tide?
To the Editor:

I opined that when Ken Cuccinelli (R)
was elected Attorney General he would
likely become an embarrassment to the
Commonwealth of Virginia. The Com-
monwealth has a myriad of problems and
turmoil created by the severe downturn
in the Nation’s economy. Cuccinelli would
do better if he helped solve these prob-
lems rather than creating new ones.

When he was a state senator, Cuccinelli
pursued his own social agenda, which is
probably derived from his religious faith,
this is understandable. But, his religious

beliefs should not be the
basis for his actions as Attor-
ney General of Virginia.

Ken Cuccinelli can con-
tinue to tilt at windmills in

a time when the Nation’s Defense Depart-
ment is trying to fix the “Don’t Ask Don’t
Tell” issue. In my opinion, Cuccinelli is
swimming against the tide of history. If
[Former Republican Del.] Vincent
Callahan thinks Cuccinelli’s action is ill-
advised, then that’s good enough for me.

Some 50 years ago, when I was a stu-
dent in graduate school, I rode in a
carpool for 13 months with another Air
Force officer who I later found out had
to resign his commission because he was
a homosexual. He also had a wife and
daughter at the time of our military as-
signment at school, as did I. My life has
been no better or worse because I hap-
pened to have been assigned by the mili-
tary to the same graduate school program

See Letters,  Page 17
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Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing
in Springfield/Kingstowne, Burke,

or Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill,
Contact Steve Hogan at

shogan@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at noon.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. MARCH 20 & 21

Fairfax Station (22039)
7605 RUSTLE RIDGE CT .............. $839,950 .........Sun 1-4..................Weichert.............................Kathleen Quintarelli ........703-862-8808
11611 YATES FORD RD................$726,000 .........Sun 1-4..................Keller Williams ................... Karen Paris....................571-220-7503

Lorton (22079)
1005 JOHN SUTHERLAND LA.......$799,900 .........Sun1-4...................Prudential Carruthers..........John McNamara.............703-395-2908
8767 FLOWERING DOGWOOD LA.$689,900 .........Sun1-4...................Long & Foster .................... Susan Borrelli ................703-495-6272

Clifton (22124)
6293 CLIFTON RD........................$1,399,999 ......Sun 12-3................Long & Foster .................... Lisa Clayborne...............703-631-3200

Burke (22015)
9500 CLAYCHIN CT......................$725,000 .........Sun 1-4..................Weichert.............................Mahala Hart ................... 703-407-3483
5811 FITZHUGH ST......................$624,888 .........Sun 1-4..................Long & Foster .................... Debbie Dogrul Assoc......703-425-3582
9478 HARROWHILL LA................$889,000 .........Sat 2-5...................Coldwell Banker..................Lisa Courtney Howe ....... 202-362-5800
9512 DRAYCOTT CT.....................$373,000 .........Sat 1-4, Sun 12-4...RE/MAX..............................Alan Kroll.......................571-209-1030

Springfield (22153, 22152, 22151, 22150)
8100 LANGBROOK RD ................. $529,900 .........Sun 1-4..................Weichert.............................Nancie Williams ............. 703-549-8700
7609 HAMLET ST ........................ $425,000 .........Sun 1-4..................Coldwell Banker..................Hugo Romero ................ 703-582-6727
6813 FRONT ROYAL RD...............$391,900 .........Sun 1-4..................Westgate Realty Group ....... An Nguyen.....................571-436-1786

Kingstowne/Alexandria (22315, 22310, 22308, 22304)
7411 ASHBY LA, #M....................$299,900 .........Sun 1-4..................Coldwell Banker..................Ann-Marie Groticelli .......703-518-8300
5644 GLENWOOD DR...................$799,000 .........Sat & Sun 1-4 ........ Coldwell Banker..................Phyllis Patterson............703-408-4232
124 N GRAYSON ST.....................$459,000 .........Sun 1-4..................Weichert.............................Ron Fowler .................... 703-598-0511
1 NEELY ANN CT..........................$825,000 .........Sat & Sun 1-4 ........ Coldwell Banker..................Phyllis Patterson............703-408-4232
5327 TRUMPINGTON CT..............$750,000 .........Sun 1-4..................Weichert.............................Bobi Bomar....................703-927-2213
5396 HARBOR COURT DR............$259,000 .........Sun 12-3................Long & Foster .................... Natalie McArtor..............571-261-1400

Annandale (22003)
4303 ANN FITZ HUGH DR ............ $632,000 .........Sun 2-4..................Long & Foster .................... Carol Greco ................... 703-658-1600

7609 HAMLET ST • Springfield • $425,000 • Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker • Hugo Romero • 703-582-6727

with a man who today would be categorized
as being gay.

I do not know why a man or woman is gay.
Some say they are born that way and others say
it is because of the environment in which they
grew up. Some say it is a combination of both.
Be that as it may, I doubt if Ken Cuccinelli knows
why, either. Maybe, because of his upbringing,
he feels compelled to fix what he perceives to
be a problem, which, in my opinion, is bigger
than him. If all of us are children of God, I sin-
cerely doubt if a mortal man like Cuccinelli can
do anything to change person’s sexual orienta-
tion. The question then becomes: Does Cuccinelli
believe that it is OK to discriminate against
people who are gay? Even if, some of them, men
and women in our armed forces, are fighting and
dying to protect the freedom he and all of us
enjoy in our beloved country?

Lon Caldwell
Springfield

Opinion

Another Budget Solution

Commentary

Letters to the Editor

Andrew A. Painter

N
o one knows how the Commonwealth’s
dire $4.5 billion budget shortfall will
be resolved, but it is likely that the
General Assembly will again shift a sig-

nificant portion of the state’s budgetary woes to lo-
cal governments, effectively forcing them to raise
local taxes to pay for services. This year’s budget cri-
sis is emblematic of the constant dilemma whereby
the needs of citizens far exceed the ability of their
respective local governing bodies to finance and pay
for these needs.

Fortunately, Virginia permits local governments to
utilize a myriad of public-private partnership tools
to finance services, including Community Develop-
ment Authorities, or “CDAs.” Area governments
should give serious consideration to the use of CDAs
to help alleviate their budget difficulties and spur
economic development. CDAs have been particularly
useful for spearheading revitalization initiatives and
recently, Fairfax County authorized the creation of a
CDA in 2009 to help spur redevelopment in the
Merrifield area.

CDAs exist as special taxing districts created by
local governments to independently issue tax-exempt
bonds. These bonds finance public infrastructure
improvements associated with new development. In
recent years, the use of CDAs has proliferated across
the Commonwealth and have helped to finance a
broad range of infrastructure, including transporta-
tion improvements, public water/sanitary sewer
lines, storm water management, parking and more.

CDA bonds are typically repaid over a 20- or 30-
year term from revenue generated from properties
within the district, including special property taxes,

Tough Times? Community
Development Authorities
deserve a look.

special assessments, and/or incremental tax rev-
enues. Where properly used, CDAs not only provide
a way to shift certain capital infrastructure costs to
the private sector, but also may ultimately free up
needed local revenue and debt capacity to pay for
other critical services and personnel.

While some localities may be receptive to the idea
of creating a CDA, others may be concerned about
the potential for default on bond payments. Even
where the risk of default is low, many localities re-
main concerned about how CDA debt will be per-
ceived by credit rating agencies and whether it will

indirectly impact their debt ca-
pacity.

These valid concerns can best
be addressed jointly by the gov-
erning body and developer

through proper financial due diligence, the crafting
of well-written authorization agreements, govern-
mental oversight, and prudent fiscal policies.

The establishment of a new bond-issuing author-
ity through a successful CDA only comes as the re-
sult of careful, deliberative negotiations between
private individuals and local government. Forging a
mutually-beneficial partnership, developing a trans-
parent process with citizens, and crafting tight ordi-
nances and agreements is critical.

MOREOVER, it is imperative to have an experi-
enced, well-capitalized developer with a strong
project in a strategic location that guarantees a rea-
sonable return on investment and an acceptable level
of assurance to the participating jurisdiction.

Existing CDAs have shown that they can provide
faster delivery of key capital projects than traditional
financing arrangements and can have a positive im-
pact on a jurisdiction’s taxable real estate values. Wise
leadership, strategic partnerships and strong projects
that deliver public services and new economic de-
velopment would be an asset in any budget year.

Andrew A. Painter is a land use attorney with Walsh,
Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich & Walsh, PC.

Supporting Martin
To the Editor:

I just received an announcement that Scott
Martin will be running for the 39th State Senate
Seat next year. I can’t tell you how happy I am
that we will have a principled and common sense
candidate running to represent us.

Sen George Barker (D) just voted to the far-left
of his own party against SB 417, a Senate bill
that would provide the citizens of Virginia con-
stitutional protection against mandated federal
health care. Not only is this deeply disturbing,
but it is an indication of how out of touch George
Barker is with the interests of his constituents.

Show me where in the U.S. or Virginia Consti-
tution it states that the government has the right
to force me to obtain a specific health insurance
policy for my family and me? Health insurance
needs reform, but forcing citizens to obtain gov-
ernment mandated insurance is not only wrong,
it is unconstitutional.

Victoria Thompson
Fairfax Station

From Page 16

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org

4057 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “HARMONY”
D.O.B. Feb. 20, 2008. Jack Russell
mix, spayed female, 17 lbs. Isn’t she
just adorable? Harmony is super
sweet and looking for a warm lap…in
return she will shower you with hugs
and kisses. She’s only 2 years old, 17
pounds, has the cutest coloring and is
young enough to learn new tricks and
old enough to know which ones don’t
work. If you’re looking for a best friend
who will always be there for you,
Harmony is your

perfect match. Attributes: Perfect little lap pal!
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - 6:30 PM Youth Meeting
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM

Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd

703-323-5400
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

703-455-2500
Lutheran

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church
703-455-7500
Methodist

Burke United Methodist Church
703-250-6100

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church
03-978-8724

Non-Denominational
Burke Community Church

703-425-0205
Calvary Christian Church

703-455-7041
Knollwood Community Church

703-425-2068

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest

703-912-1719
Baptist

Preservation of Zion Fellowship
703-409-1015

Catholic
Church of the Nativity

703-455-2400
Christian Reformed

Grace Christian Reformed Church
703-323-8033

Presbyterian
Burke Presbyterian Church

703-764-0456
Sansaug Korean Presbyterian

703-425-3377
Unitarian Universalist

Accotink Unitarian Universalist
703-503-4579

b b

Messiah United Methodist Church
6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
703-569-9862    www.messiahumc.org
Join us for our Lesson sermon series
Februry 21 through Easter Sunday

“24 Hours that Changed the World”
Sunday worship 8:15, 9:30, 11 am
Easter Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11 am

Community

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

This is one of three articles about the up-
coming 2010 census and what to expect in
Fairfax County. To see other articles, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

I
n a little more than a month, the
United States will count its residents
and update demographic information
for the first time since 2000.

Fairfax County residents will receive their
census forms through the mail or by hand
delivery in the middle of March. The com-
pleted forms are due April 1.

The U.S. Constitution calls for each state’s
apportionment of seats in the House of Rep-
resentatives to be based on the results of
the census that is taken every 10 years. The
information gathered during the census is
also used to redraw political boundaries at
the state and local level.

Fairfax County officials are encouraging
all citizens to participate in the census since
an increase the county’s population could
lead to, among other things, a greater num-

Will Fairfax County’s million-plus
residents be enough?

ber of representatives in
Richmond or on Capitol
Hill.

“Political representa-
tion is based on our
population so we want
to make sure we are ac-
curately counted. Our
numbers provide us
representation in con-
gress. It is also impor-
tant that we have ad-
equate representation at the General Assem-
bly level,” said Fairfax County Chairman
Sharon Bulova (D-At-large).

OVER THE PAST few decades, Fairfax has
gained political clout as a result of popula-
tion counts taken during the 10-year cen-
sus.

Fairfax acquired a new congressional seat,
Virginia’s 11th District, when the 1990 cen-
sus reflected the locality’s significant popu-
lation growth. The Virginia General Assem-
bly also opted to move the 86th District
delegate seat from Southwest Virginia to the
Herndon area after the 2000 census showed See Numbers,  Page 21

Growth in Northern Virginia 2000-08
Locality Additional Residents Percent of Growth

Fairfax    36,231   4 percent
Arlington    20,500 11 percent
Alexandria    15,600 12.6 percent
Loudoun  120,400 71 percent
Prince William    84,000 30 percent

Virginia 620,228 10 percent

a population boom in western Fairfax.
Following the 1990 head count, local of-

ficials also added a new seat, the Sully Dis-
trict, to the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors.

But it is not clear that Fairfax would gain
representatives or create new political seats
as a result of the 2010 census, even though
the number of Fairfax residents has contin-
ued to climb over the last decade.

ACCORDING TO ESTIMATES from the
census bureau, approximately 1.01 million
people called Fairfax County home in 2008,
up from 979,000 at the beginning of the

decade.
The county is still, by

far, the largest locality in
Virginia, claiming one in
every seven or eight resi-
dents of the common-
wealth. Virginia’s second
largest locality, Virginia
Beach City, is less than
half the size of Fairfax,
with approximately
470,000 residents.

From 2000 to 2008,
Fairfax’s population is es-
timated to have grown a
little more than 4 percent.
During the same time pe-

riod, Virginia’s population grew by about
10 percent.

If the 2008 census estimates prove true,
Fairfax went from accounting for 13.7 per-
cent of Virginia’s population in 2000 to 12.9
percent in 2008. And one percentage point
is equal to approximately one seat in the
100-person House of Delegates.

If anything, Fairfax’s Northern Virginia
neighbors appear more likely to gain po-
litical seats or extra representatives in Rich-
mond and on Capitol Hill, given that they
have grown at a faster rate than the rest of

Coming To Our Census: Population Growth

Work in your
community. Build a
professional career
as a sales and
marketing consultant
helping local
businesses plan,
design and execute
advertising and
marketing campaigns.

Flexible hours. Full or
part time. Salary and
commission.

Old Town Alexandria-
based company. Free
parking.

Respond to sales@
connectionnews
papers.com

The
Perfect Job
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Northern Virginia Tree Experts, Inc. are certified
arborists and consultants specializing in:

• Tree, Shrub, and Stump Removal
• Custom Pruning and Fertilization

• Insect and Disease Control
Call Us Today for a Free Estimate!

703-471-7607
northernvirginiatreeexperts.com

Licensed & Insured • Senior Citizen Discount

Professional Tree Care

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•
IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

•Mowing •Trim •Edging •Mulching
•General Clean-Up  •Hauling
•Tree Work •Leaf Removal

703-660-1666

Yard Man
L AW N  S E RV I C E

The

PROFESSIONAL

LAWN SERVICE, INC

*Lawncare Fertilization Program

*Tree & Shrub Fertilization Program
Mowing, Edging, Trimming, Mulching, 

Pruning, Services

703-392-9457

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

SPC PAINTING 
&

REPAIRS
Drywall/Woodwork

Class A Lic/Ins.
John 703-328-6067

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios,
Driveways,

Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING HAULING

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING
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the state as a whole.
From 2000 to 2008, Arlington County has

grown by approximately 20,500 residents,
an 11 percent increase; the City of Alexan-
dria has grown by 15,600 residents, a 12.6
percent increase; Prince William County has
grown by approximately 84,000 residents,
a 30 percent increase; and Loudoun County
has grown by approximately 120,400 resi-
dents, about 71 percent.

“I think, with the population growth,
you’ll see a movement toward outer Fairfax,
Prince William and Loudoun but it is hard
to know until the numbers come in,” said
former U.S. Rep. Tom Davis (R-11), who
helped orchestrate the political redistrict-
ing for federal and state seats following the
2000 census.

The number of Fairfax representatives
and the state and federal level will also de-
pend largely on which political party con-
trols redistricting since partisans often ma-
nipulate political boundaries to their advan-
tage, according to Davis.

If the Republicans are in control, they may
try to keep more rural districts, which tend
to favor their party, in the legislature.

“You may be able to do four congressional
districts in Northern Virginia. It just depends
on who draws them,” said Davis.

WITHIN THE COUNTY LIMITS, elected
officials seem divided and a little hesitant
to talk about what local population growth
might mean for the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors.

The greatest amount of Fairfax’s popula-
tion growth has taken place in south county
around Lorton in the Springfield and Mount
Vernon districts. The shuttering of a federal
prison and opening of a world-class arts
center has lead to revitalization and a boom
in residential housing in the area.

“There is a lot of growth happening in
my district that is not happening in other
districts. Fairfax is growing because of that
part of the Mount Vernon District,” said
Supervisor Gerry Hyland (D-Mount
Vernon), who has represented the Lorton

Population Growth, Household Characteristics, Commute
 The year 2000 was the last time the U.S. Census did a precise survey of Fairfax County residents but the federal government

also collected information through an American Community Survey from January 2006 to December 2008 in order to determine
how the county has changed.

Many of the trends found when comparing the 2000 Census data to the 2008 survey estimates are likely to also show up when
the 2010 Census is completed.

Fairfax County Virginia USA

2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008

Population 969,749 1.01 million 7.07 million 7.8 million 281 million 307 million

Households w/
Married Couple 59.4% 56.3% 52.8% 50.7% 51.7% 9.6%
One-person
Households 21.4% 25.8% 25.1% 27.4% 25.8% 27.5%

Average Household
Size (People) 2.74 2.72 2.54 2.54 2.59 2.61
Average Family
Size   3.2 3.29 3.04 3.1 3.14  3.2

area for 23 years.
In 2008, the Mount Vernon District was

estimated to have 123,873 residents and the
Springfield District came in at 126,116 com-
pared to just 114,702 residents in the Provi-
dence District and 109,321 in the Braddock
District, according to information provided
by Fairfax County’s demographic informa-
tion.

But whether that growth warrants the
creation of a 10th magisterial district and
an 11th chair on the Fairfax Board of Su-
pervisors is uncertain.

“The change in population could or would
justify creating a new district. I don’t think
there is agreement on the board to do that
but we haven’t talked about it at all,” said
Hyland.

HYLAND’S DISTRICT is already fairly
divided into two separate communities by
the Fort Belvoir Army Base.

Neighborhoods to the north of the base
have Alexandria mailing addresses, older

housing stock and the residents tend to be
more established, having lived in the county
for several years. Families in that part of
the district generally attend West Potomac
or Mount Vernon High School and their
homeowners associations and other civic
groups are organized under the Mount
Vernon Council of Citizens Associations.

But south of Fort Belvoir, especially in the
Laurel Hill area, residents are more likely
to be newcomers to the county and younger.
Much of the housing stock was recently built
and has a Lorton or Springfield mailing
address.

Those living south of Fort Belvoir usually
attend Hayfield and South County second-
ary schools. They have their own umbrella
civic organization, the South County Fed-
eration, and their own regional cultural at-
traction, the Lorton Arts Center.

“I think Lorton, as it stands now, is pretty
disconnected from the rest of the Mount
Vernon District. It is a ways from there and
it has its own character and own flavor that

is very different from Mount Vernon,” said
Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee), who sat on
the county’s political redistricting advisory
committee following the 2000 census.

Since Fairfax created its last supervisor
seat, Sully in 1991, the census estimates
that county’s overall population has in-
creased by more than 200,000 residents, or
approximately 25 percent.

But even with the large amount of popu-
lation growth over the last 20 years, Bulova
said she is not fond of the idea of creating
another magisterial district and seat on the
county board.

“We would have an awfully large board
with the addition of another district and
another member. My personal preference
is not to make changes to our boundaries,”
said Bulova.

Adding another supervisor seat will also
lead to more operational costs for the
county. Each supervisor currently has their
own district office and few members of the
staff that are built into the county’s budget.

we don’t have middle school sports,
I did what I had to do.”

Another major concern for several
audience members was the way the
county was spending its money. An
example cited by audience members,
and seconded by Herrity, was the
county spending money on housing
subsidies for county employees and
low-income families. Joana Garcia, a
Fairfax Station resident, said that the
county is worrying about providing
for people from outside of the county

From Page 18

Community

Will the Numbers Add Up for Fairfax?

while the money could be used to support
the people already within it.

“We have a county purchasing homes that
need to be renovated, but we aren’t mak-
ing sure our children have the fundamen-
tal building blocks of education,” Garcia
said. “There are children on my bus route
that are riding three across [in a seat] with
children on their laps and we’re spending
all this money on these houses.”

Herrity said that he agreed with Garcia’s
sentiment, saying that the money being
spent on the housing program is mostly for
county employees living outside the county
to move to here. He said that while he drew

criticism for voting against the subsidies,
he did so with the belief that the money
could be better used to fill budget gaps in
education and public safety.

“I’ve been leading the charge against this,
and I’m made out to be the bad guy,” Herrity
said. “But right now, we need to be focus-
ing on the things that we should be doing.
A lot of this [money for housing subsidies]
is going to move people from Gainesville to
here because they work for the county.
That’s not the role of the county. Its role is
to educate, ensure public safety and get that
money to the people who really need it.”

While the disagreements between the

Board of Supervisors and the School
Board over the school budget are sure
to continue, Herrity said that as long
as a bipartisan approach is taken to
balancing the budget, the situation
will be corrected. A combination of
interagency cooperation and citizen
involvement, he said, are the keys to
satisfying all parties.

“There’s a lot in flux right now and
this budget needs work,” Herrity said.
“We need to work through this pro-
cess with an open dialogue and by
doing things that make sense.”

Town Hall Meeting Focuses on County Budget
From Page 3
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#1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Centreville  $225,000
Great 2 bedroom, 2 bath with fireplace and large
balcony! Brand new carpet and fresh paint
throughout! Washer & dryer. Storage room.
Convenient to I66 and shopping. Pool, tennis
courts, exercise/club room/racquet ball court.

Pam Boe  703-909-1663

Clifton  $899,000
NEWLY RENOVATED!

Tons of charm!  5 private acres in one of the prettiest
neighborhoods in Clifton! 4 BR, 4.5 BA, with new
kitchen, 2 story foyer, family room with cathedral
ceiling, fireplace, main level MBR w/private sitting
room & library, plus 2nd MBR on upper level (perfect
for in-law suite), 9’ ceilings, large dining room, hard-
wood floors, new rec room, natural gas heat!

Nancy Basham  703-772-2066

Alexandria  $359,900
Fantastic Location, Fantastic Home!

Located on King Street, this home is a comuter’s
dream! Minutes to I395, Metro, and the Pentagon.
Georgeous 2bd, 1.5 ba townhome home includes all new
applicances, remodeled bath, private slate patio, large
bedrooms and plenty of storage. This is a must see!

Diana Khoury 703-401-7549

Burke $539,900
Terrific Buy!

Lovely, well-kept, 4BR, 3.5 BA, Center Hall Colonial
features insulated windows, formal LR, sep. DR, walk
in closets, great Family room, walkout finished Rec.
room in well sough after Lake Braddock Schools area,
on a large corner lot with great landscaping.

Mary FitzHenry 703-503-1825

Springfield $307,000
Newington Station

Large 3BR, 2.55 Bath TH +den. Spacious   Eat-in
FR/Kitchen. 21x11 MBR. Large fenced  Deck backs to
trees. Cul-de-sac. Covered  Entry. 2 parking spaces.
Near Ft Belvoir.

Joel Lutkenhouse 703-969-6442

Fairfax Station $775,000
Gorgeous Waterfront Colonial on 5+ wooded acres.
Charming interior with all modern conveniences.
Updated Kitchen, Baths, Pella windows,
Hardiplank exterior, Landscaping & new HVAC.
Picturesque view of lake, tiered deck, foot bridges,
creek and in-ground pool. Private location.

Ngoc Do & Associates 703-798-2899

OAKTON  $525,000
STATELY SPLIT FOYER on large wooded lot
fronting & siding to pkld. Generous rm sizes. 4BR;
3 BA. 2 fireplaces. Hardwood floors; Huge rec rm
with wood stove insert & built-ins. SGD leads to
patio and fishpond. Garage with large workshop.

Claudia Callis 703-620-2790

Lake Anna  $418,900
Gorgeous Log Home

Perfect retreat or full time home on wooded
3.79/Acres. Main level offers the convenience of a
Master suite, Gourmet kitchen Dbl sided f/p, Open
floor plan, Cathedral ceilings & Loft Overlook for
the great room. Over size garage and 12x40 RVer’s
pad with full hook up. Boat slip conveys.

Paul Wesche 540-847-3848

Alexandria  $275,000
Terrific 2 bedroom, 2 bath unit with large rooms,
lots of windows overlooking trees! Fireplace, brand
new carpet, fresh paint and washer/dryer.
Community pool/tennis and super convenient to
transportation/shopping!

Pam Boe 703-909-1663

Lake Anna Lot $89,900
Build your Lake Anna Dream Home.

Almost 2 Acre Wooded Lot with Assigned Boat Slip.
David or Janet Lewis 703-980-3090

Manassas  $529,000
Beautiful and spacious home w/3 finished levels,
hardwood floors on main level.  Study, 4 bedrooms,
4.5 baths, w/3 car side-loan garage!  Situated on
1.53 acres in beautiful Hunters Ridge.

Pam Boe 703-909-1663

Fairfax Station  $850,000
Country Living, Close In

This lovely Colonial is sited on a wooded paradise,
6+ acres. 4 BRs, 3 1/2 Baths, Updated Kitchen
w/Granite Counters, Center Island, Updated appli-
ances, Huge Fam. Rm & Sun Rm w/wall to wall
windows, Formal LR & DR, Brazilian Cherry
Flooring on Main level, Stairs, Hall & MBR,
Finished LL Level is fun filled and ready for enter-
taining. All this plus a Inground Pool & Hot Tub.

Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Burke $735,000
NEED MORE

SPACE??
Quality and elegance
abound in this spec-
tacular home. Soaring
ceilings & light-filled
rooms highlight
approx 4400 sq ft on
three finished levels.
Wooded lot for pri-
vacy. Granite counter-

tops plus island Jenn-aire cooktop in renovated kitchen. Step-
down family room and door to deck and hot tub. Luxury mas-
ter bedroom suite with cathedral ceiling and jazzy bath. Fully
finished walk-out basement could be separate apartment.
Check out photos at www.longandfoster.com. Superb location
for commuters; students walk to Lake Braddock School. This
home is just perfect and ready for you. Contact Beth today.
Your search is over!!

Beth Jones 703-503-1869

Woodbridge  $199,000
End unit home ready to move in. Has den in the
basement that can be used as another room. Close
to major roads. Just painted. READY to MOVE IN.

Jorge Reyna 703-677-5336

Springfield  $220,000
Top floor 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath unit w/vaulted ceiling
& skylite. Fireplace, updated carpet and paint!
Washer/Dryer. Community pool/tennis/trails.
Great for commuters – convenient to
I95/Springfield metro & shopping!

Pam Boe 703-909-1663

Fairfax  $560,000
This home is a 10+! Owners planned on retiring
here & put over $270k in improvements. You
name it, the home has it. All improvements are
well thought out & extremely tasteful. Located in
wonderful neighborhood close to VRE & metrobus
as well as community schools & pools.

Mary Hovland 703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach 703-276-9421

Fairfax $475,000
This is the one you’ve been waiting for! 5 BR, 3FB, 1/3
acre lot. Large rooms, refinished hardwood floors, just
painted. Two fireplaces and dual zone heating make sure
of your comfort. Wired for FIOS. Covered patio and large
deck make it easy to enjoy the large fenced yard. Close to
I66, Rt. 50, Rt. 236, Rt. 123, shopping and transporta-
tion. Not a foreclosure or short sale, no mortgage on
property, no bank but yours!

Janice Clark 703-400-1995

Fairfax $385,000
Style and

Convenience
This 3 BR, 2 .55BA,
3 Lvl TH with
garage is located in
Fair Ridge. Step
down LR w/ bay win-
dow, sep DR, country
kitchen, vaulted ceil-
ings, large MBR w/
full MBA are just a
few of the features
offered. LL is fully
finished w/ fireplace,
1/2 BA, & walk-out
to brick patio w/

fountain. Close to Rt 50, shopping, Metro.
Gerry Staudte
703-309-8948

Fairfax
City

$895,000
Main
Level

Bedroom
Spacious 4
BR/3.5 BA
plus loft, 2
story family
room with
gas fpl, spa-
cious 1st

floor MBR with 2 walk-in closets, luxury MBA,
hdwd floors, gourmet kitchen with maple cabinets
& granite, 3 sides brick, beautifully landscaped
yard with fountain, premium lots backs to trees.
Farrcroft community w/pool in the heart of Old
Town Fairfax.

Nancy Basham 703-772-2066

Bristow $214,900
Immaculate 3 Level
townhome with 3
BRs, 2 Full BAs & 2
Half BAs. Gleaming
hardwood floors,
Living & Dining
rooms, large
Kitchen with Dining
area; walks out to
large deck. Upper
level Master Suite
w/Luxury Bath &
walk-in Closet, 2
other Bedrooms & a
Full Bath. Finished
walk out lower level.

Ngoc Do &
Associates

703-798-2899

Mason Neck  $469,900
Immaculate 5 BR, 3 BA home on Mason Neck on 1/2
Acre Lot with upgraded baths & new roof in ‘09.
Gorgeous hdwd floors. Master BR w/full BA, large living
room, kitchen walks out to deck. LL with two more
BRs, large upgraded BA & huge family room; walks out
to patio. Harborview Membership included: $5K Value!

Ngoc Do & Associates 703-798-2899

OUR MARKET SHARE CAN WORK FOR YOU
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Find us on                   Long & Foster Burke/Fairfax Station
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

JOEL LUTKENHOUSE
703-969-6442
Associate Broker
Accredited Buyer Agent
Life Member NVAR Million
 Dollar Sales Club

JOHN MOMM
703-250-6511

You Deserve a
Certified Residential

Specialist

CALL JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

DIANE SUNDT
with

703-615-4626

Looking For A Foreclosure?
Finding the right foreclosure property

(location, price, timing) is more art
than science. I specialize in finding

pre-foreclosure, foreclosure and REO
properties for both investors and

owner-occupants.
      Call if you are interested in

         • HUD and VA Properties
  • Conventional Foreclosures

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

David Levent
703-503-1821

“Your Realtor For ALL Seasons”
davidshomes@Inf.com

See this and all MLS listings at
www.morefinehomes.com

Carol Hermandorfer
703.216.4949

carolh@longandfoster.com
Personal Service & Focus on Your Goals

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207

ronandsusanonline.com

Alexandria
Coming Soon!

If you need location and con-
venience, this 2 bedroom con-
dominium has it all. Adjacent
to the Huntington Street
Metro, I-495, I-395, Route 1
and Old Towne.

Call today for details.

Burke
Centre

Townhouse
$285,000

Unique oppor-
tunity to own 3
level 3 Bedrm
TH in sought
after Burke
Centre with
hardwood

floors main level, upper level w/w carpeting, Maytag
kitchen appliances, remodeled baths, walkout liv rm to
deck, fully fin w/o basement, close to Burke Centre pools,
plenty of street parking, close to shopping, transportation,
and main roads. Call or email me for price and details.

Fairfax
Station/

English Hills
$1,049,900

English
Countryside
Brick Custom
Cape Cod in great
equestrian com-
munity on spec-
tacular 5+ acres
with inground pool

& spa. Private yet close-in. 3BR, 3.5BA, 3 fin lvls, fine craftsman-
ship & detailing, spacious rooms, hdwd floors, custom garage,
recent updates. 60’ porch overlooking pool. What a Find!
See this property at www.GraingerTeam.com.

Judy McGuire
703-581-7679

Susana Vargas
571-217-2740

ANN & HAL
GRAINGER
703-503-1870
Top 1% Nationwide
Assoc. Broker,
33+ Yrs. Experience
www.GraingerTeam.com

TO REGISTER:
Please contact Mary Ann Plonka at 703-503-1898

or maryann.plonka@longandfoster.com

TIME:

7:00-9:00 PM

LOCATION:

Long & Foster’s Northern

Virginia Training Center

3069 Nutley St.

Fairfax, VA 22031

From the Beltway (495), take Rte. 66 West to the
Nutley St. South Exit (exit 62) towards Fairfax.
Go through the intersection of Lee Highway and
Nutley Street. The training center is located in
the Pan Am Shopping Center on the left.

Save A Date To Attend
Long & Foster’s FREE

Real Estate Career Seminar
DATES IN 2010:

March 31

April 28

June 2

June 30

VIRGINIA
RUN $669,900
Gorgeous 4
BR/4BA home!
Hardwood on
most of main
and upper lev-
els. Bright, open
floor plan. Eat-
in kithen with
center island

and granite countertops. Lovely screened porch and
deck. Finished walkout basement with plenty of day-
light. Wet bar, ballet area, too. Large fenced yard. Call
Diane at 703-615-4626 and find out how you can become
a part of this great community.

Reston $525,000
Rarely Available in Reston

Well maintained 4 BR, 3 BA, 1-Car Gar split level on half
acre lot in park-like setting. Vaulted ceiling in LR/DR &
SGD to screened porch. Expansion provides huge Kit &
MBR. Call Barbara at 703-473-1803.

Fairfax Station $850,000
Country Living, Close In

This lovely Colonial is sited on a wooded paradise, 6+ acres. 4 BRs, 3 1/2 Baths,
Updated Kitchen w/Granite Counters, Center Island, Updated appliances, Huge
Fam. Rm & Sun Rm w/wall to wall windows, Formal LR & DR, Brazilian
Cherry Flooring on Main level, Stairs, Hall & MBR, Finished LL Level is fun
filled and ready for entertaining. All this plus a Inground Pool & Hot Tub.

Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Find us on                   Long & Foster Burke/Fairfax Station

Centreville $839,000
Gorgeous Brick Colonial sited on 5+
acres off secluded cul-de-sac in Fairfax
National Golf Course Community.
Features include in-ground pool
w/waterfall, a gourmet Kit w/ stunning
Sunroom overlooking pool & deck, & spa-
cious BRs including the over-sized MBA
w/ luxurious MBA!  LL offers fully fin-
ished Rec Room w/ wet bar, Exercise
Room, Den/5th Bedroom and a full BA.

Fairfax Station $685,000
4 bdrms, 3 1/2 baths. Totally remodeled kitchen with gran-
ite, new cabinets & stainless steel appliances! Bay win-
dows, skylights & MBR cathedral ceiling. Spacious rec rm
with bar area & large storage rm. Raised hearth FP in
family rm with French doors to deck. Wonderful pond &
patio in private flat rear yard.

Lorton/Laurel Hill $689,900
Coming Soon!

Exceptional 5BR, 3.5BA, luxury home with many upgrades.
Two master suites including one on the main level.

For 24-hour recorded information call 1-888-495-6207 x207.

Springfield
$420,000

Move-in Condition
Spacious & comfort-
able. Updated appli-
ances, windows & deck.
Wood laminate floors.
MBR bath w/tub &
shower. Gas fireplace,
recessed lights.
Adjacent to Cross
County Trail. Near to
Ft Belvoir EPG &
Springfield Metrorail.

Call Joel @
703-969-6442.

Springfield $1950
RENTAL CLOSE TO METRO

Detached*4 bedroom*2 bath*2 level*Large lot/partially
fenced*2 fireplaces*Den/family room*large master bed-
room*Large rec room*W/D*Close to schools*Springfield
Mall*Springfield Metro*

Call Buzz 703-503-1866

Woodbridge
For Rent $1,550
COMING SOON

Super convenient location!!!
End-unit former model town-
house.  3 Bedrooms, 2 Master
B. with own baths. kitchen
island with breakfast bar.
Large deck of dinning room.
Fireplace, walkout basement
to large fenced backyard.
Hardwood floors on main
level. Please call agents with
any inquiries.


