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West Springfield’s
James Walker

recorded a personal
best in the long
jump during the
Leslie Sherman

Memorial Invita-
tional track meet on

April 1.

Stormwater
Deal Reached

News, Page 3

Work Ethic
Began Early
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CVS Virginia ABC

Spring Has Sprung
at

BURKE TOWN PLAZA
®

� M E R C H A N T  O F  T H E  M O N T H �

Enjoy a Great Dinner with Family or Friends.
Our Menu offers many choices to fit your

Taste. From Appetizers, Dinner Entrees, Frozen
Drinks and more. Enjoy our pleasant

atmosphere & friendly service.
Mon.–Thurs.: 11-1 0, Fri. 11-11, Sat. 10-11, Sun. 10-10

Local Family Owned & Operated

703-455-4401

OLD KEENE MILL
ROAD

&  LEE CHAPEL
ROAD

ACSSYS LLC..........................................571-321-0303
Beach First National Bank.....................703-547-1100
Bike Lane.............................................703-440-8701
Burke & Herbert Bank...........................703-519-1632
Burke Cigar...........................................703-440-0678
Burke Town Nails................................. .703-440-1445
Burke Dental Center ............................. 703-440-5075
C2 Education Center..........................1-800-777-7000
Carpet One............................................703-455-4400
Chevy Chase Bank.................................703-455-5014
CVS.......................................................703-451-1595
Dominion Commercial Properties..........703-866-4990
Domino’s Pizza ..................................... 703-644-2226

El Pueblo Restaurant.............................703-455-4401
Farmers Insurance................................703-440-9680
Feisse, Dr. (Internal Medicine)...............703-451-7310
Flowers ‘N’ Ferns .................................. 703-455-3100
Gallery One Art & Frame.......................703-569-2215
Glory Days Grill....................................703-866-1911
Grooming By Us....................................703-440-8033
Hallmark Creations...............................703-455-6588
Hunan East...........................................703-569-7600
Kimco Realty........................................703-866-4990
Mattress Discounters ............................703-912-7284
McDonald’s...........................................703-569-0551
Phan University of Martial Arts.............703-455-3700

Quizno’s Subs ....................................... 703-455-5501
Radio Shack..........................................703-455-3088
Rafagino Ristorante..............................703-451-1570
Safeway.................................................703-440-1341
Sana’s Hair Design................................703-569-6622
Shammas Jewelers................................703-455-3099
Swiss Bakery & Pastry...........................703-569-3670
TD Barber Shop.....................................703-913-4277
Valley Cleaners .....................................703-569-1551
Virginia ABC.........................................703-451-9471
Videos-To-Go.........................................703-455-1750
Wireless Outlet......................................703-455-5635
Xerxes Financial Group.........................703-913-7701

Walk-Ins Welcome!

703-440-1445
9560 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Gift Certificates Available 10% OFF
Any Service of $33 or More

New Customer Only!
Cannot be combined with any other offers • Expires 4/30/2010

10% OFF

DVD-BLU-RAY-GAMES

Movie Rentals & Sales
Movie Box Candies • Nestle Ice Cream

• 20 oz. Soft Drinks
Mon.-Thurs. 10-9 • Fri.-Sat. 10-10 • Sun, 11-8

www.videos-to-go.com
703-455-1750

9558 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke Town Paza 703-440-0678

BURKE CIGAR
Largest Selection in  No. Virginia!

FREE

Buy One House
Cigar, Get One

With coupon only
expires 6/9/10

10% Off
Any Cigar Box

Not valid with any other offers.

As Always

99¢ DVD RENTAL PER DAY

Now
Open!

703-569-6622
9572 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Visit us at www.sanashairdesign.com

“Experience The Difference”

HAIR DESIGN
NEW CLIENTS: 25% Off Any Service

 with Selected Stylists
Must present ad at time of service. Expires 4/30/10

TD Barber Shop

Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
No Appointment Necessary!

9530 Old Keene Mill Rd. • Burke, VA
703-913-4277

• Reading, writing, math • Study Skills
• SAT/PSAT Prep • Grades K-12

www.c2educate.com

703-440-5050

Education
Centers

Why C2? Smarter Students.

GROOMING BY US

Professional, Humane,
and Loving

703-440-8033

Rafagino
Ristorante
Authentic Italian Cuisine

9570 Old Keene Mill Rd
Burke, VA

703-451-1570
Carryout
Available

Tues.-Sun.:
5 p.m.-9 p.m.

Inquire about our Wine Dinners!

703-569-1551
Monday-Friday 7-7 • Saturday 8-6

9578 Old Keene Mill Rd., Burke

Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

Celebrate Spring’s Arrival With Us!
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County May Manage Retention PondsCounty May Manage Retention Ponds

Springfield Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-778-9416 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

News

The Secret of His Success? Working Hard All His Life
David Foster has been developing businesses
since he was a boy with a paper route.

“Give people
more than they
expect.”

— David Foster

By John Byrd

The Connection

F
airfax County native David Foster, 46,
has always been enterprising. As a
boy, he expanded a thriving paper

route by hitching a trailer
to his moped. Chatting with
homeowners while collect-
ing receipts led to a paral-
lel lawn care business.
Soon, the trailer carried
newspapers and weed
whackers.

Then people on the route
were asking for Foster’s
help at tasks he was really passionate about:
home repair and construction.

By his junior year at Lake Braddock Sec-
ondary School, the 16-year-old had signed
on for the county’s groundbreaking FATE
Program (Foundation for Applied Techni-
cal Education). School guidance counselors
tried to nudge him away from too much “vo-
tech” — his father, Bob Foster, is after all a

David Foster

Harvard MBA. But the boy growing up in
West Springfield and Burke knew he had a
knack for the building business, and he was
eager to get started.

Foster’s passion bloomed when the newly
enrolled college freshman applied for and

received his Class A Vir-
ginia state contractor’s li-
cense. In short order, he
was juggling business
ownership responsibilities
with a full academic load.
Though not yet old
enough to buy a beer, he
was employing five full-
time workers and execut-

ing remodeling contracts in excess of
$100,000. Foster attended NVCC Construc-
tion Management program while launching
his remodeling business.

“Give people more than they expect,” said
Foster. “I find this sends a message that you
can be trusted even … even when you’re
just a kid, that you’re committed to your
client’s long term satisfaction.”

Foster, who now lives
in Clifton, has often been
cited as a residential re-
modeling industry leader,
elected to Remodeling
Magazine’s Big 50 Hall of
Fame while still in his
30s. His 27-year-old
Lorton-based residential
construction business,
Foster Remodeling Solu-
tions, has a loyal and
growing clientele — even
in the slow times.

“Out-performance” has
always been his mantra.
Opening a dealer show-
room so as to pass on
dealer discounts helped
the firm’s business devel-
opment process. On
premise, he provides CADD (computer-
aided design) systems and staff architects
to help people research ideas. And then,
there’s the handyman and home mainte-
nance practice — a specialty niche many in
the industry have tried, and abandoned.

LAST FALL, Foster launched
www.DIYEstimator.com, an advanced

online remodeling ser-
vice. Like many of Foster’s
brainchildren, the Web
portal is both a harbinger
of new market possibility,
and user-friendly.

DIY visitors log onto
the site, enter a target
room’s square footage
and spatial configuration,
then choose finish work
preferences.

The site provides clear
visuals and line-item
costs, and visitors can re-
vise to their heart’s con-
tent. Once choices are
submitted, the home-
owner receives a detailed
work order; a company
representative follows up

by phone within 24 hours.
“The market is always looking for some-

thing better,” Foster contends, “so it’s im-
portant to take the lead — even when there
are lots of steps, and lots of unknowns.”

Foster experimented with his Web portal
for five years before launching it last spring.

See It All,  Page 5

Kingstowne Stormwater  Management Basin #3.

McKay helps Kingstowne
turn over its stormwater
retention ponds to county.

See Pond,  Page 5

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

T
he four-year battle over Kingstowne’s
stormwater management facilities finally
appears to be nearing its end, and area
residents can claim a victory.

The Board of Supervisors approved a motion pro-
duced by Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee) at the
board’s March 23 meeting to expedite the public
hearing process for a prof-
fered condition amendment
filed by the Kingstowne Resi-
dential Owners Corporation
(KROC). The amendment,
filed on behalf of the corpo-
ration by attorney Tony
Calabrese, calls for the
county to assume control of
the stormwater facilities
within the Kingstowne Community.

“Kingstowne, because of how and when it was
built, is an anomaly in the county as far as stormwater
is concerned,” McKay said. “It is very expensive for
the HOA, and in turn for the residents. I am glad I
was able to work with the county and the commu-
nity on a solution. This will go a long way in protect-
ing the residents of Kingstowne.”

The motion, McKay said, sought to speed up the

public process for the amendment so that a decision
could be reached quickly after a long and drawn-out
process. According to KROC President Kathleen
Snyder, the process to change the current setup be-
gan more than four years ago, but in reality, this is a
problem that was nearly three decades in the mak-
ing.

Snyder said that construction on the Kingstowne
community began 25 years ago, and at the time,
stormwater management ponds were only beginning
to be built, so the homeowners association took care
of the ponds. However, because the community is so
large and sprawling, it took nearly 15 years to com-
plete construction. As a result, the size and scope of
the community changed drastically while county
policy on stormwater ponds remained the same and

the now massive community
was on its own with the
ponds.

“The plans that we are try-
ing to change were agreed
upon 25 years ago and
Fairfax County and Lee Dis-
trict are very different now,”
Snyder said. “Twenty-five
years ago, things were put in

place and 15 years into the process, the HOA hadn’t
had to deal with any of this because Kingstowne took
20 years to build and it was still new. We couldn’t
have known what the future held.”

So, four years ago, according to Snyder, plans were
put into motion to challenge the original agreement
and have the county take over control and mainte
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“This will go a long way
in protecting the
residents of Kingstowne.”

— Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee)
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News
Week in Springfield

Music the Universal Language
Members of the Lake Braddock Band stand in front of the Beijing Children’s Palace.

Lake Braddock band
members return home
after a week in China.

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

T
he musicians tore through Beijing, China,
giving a tour-de-force series of perfor
mances in front of packed venues at night
and spending their days dodging throngs

of photo seekers and being shuttled around to some
of the country’s most breathtaking sites.

This was not The Beatles storming the Far East,
nor U2 finishing the Asian leg of a summer tour,
however, but instead the talented, wide-eyed mem-
bers of the Lake Braddock Secondary School Band
participating in a cultural exchange.

The band went on a 10-day
excursion to China, from
March 23 to April 1, as part
of a program sponsored by
the U.S.-China Cultural and
Educational Exchange Foun-
dation. During the trip, the
band members played seven
shows at seven different ven-
ues, visited with Chinese stu-
dents and went sightseeing
all in an effort to immerse
them in a culture most had
never experienced before.

“It was an amazing chance for us to see the Chi-
nese culture and the people themselves,” said Jack
Colbrun, a freshman who plays the French horn. “We
hear a lot about Chinese culture, but you don’t often
get to meet the people and this [trip] gave us that
opportunity.”

The group, consisting of 160 students, 60 parents
and a couple of faculty members, was immersed into
Chinese culture almost immediately after getting off
the plane in Beijing. According to Margi Flynn,
mother of Hayley, a junior flutist, the group jumped
right into the first of three cultural exchange ses-
sions, with the first performance at the Children’s
Palace in Forbidden City. Here, the Lake Braddock

students met a group of Chinese music students ages
10 to 20 and the two groups each played a specially
prepared song for one another then joined together
for an ensemble piece.

The purpose of the event was to share cultures,
but the true cultural exchange occurred after the
show, Flynn said. After the last number was finished,
all of the students gathered backstage to be intro-
duced and mingle. The Lake Braddock students were
initially nervous to meet their Chinese counterparts,
especially due to the language barrier, but soon
enough, Flynn said, all of the students were convers-
ing in the one language they all were fluent in.

“Some people just started a jazz baseline and mem-
bers of both bands just jumped right in,” Colbrun
said. “There was a language barrier, but everyone
knew how to communicate through the music. We
found that it really is a universal language.”

The second cultural exchange occurred at Beijing
School #57, a local high school. The students played
a couple of songs for one another, then played to-
gether and after the show, the Lake Braddock stu-

dents were given a tour of
the school. Instead of a jam
session this time, however,
the students joined to play
games of basketball and
table tennis and even got a
lesson in Tai Chi

Perhaps the biggest venue
the group played in during
their trip was at Beijing’s
Wuzi University. Before the
show, the Lake Braddock
students and their parents

were given one-on-one tours of the institution and
later that night, they played a full-length, nearly two
hour show in a sold out concert hall. The experi-
ence, Flynn said, will never be forgotten.

“The house was packed,” Flynn said. “Even after
the concert, the audience hung out to see the kids
after they got off the stage. It was just amazing.”

While not performing, the students ventured out
into Beijing to check out the local culture and see
historic landmarks, getting a true taste of Chinese
life. In addition to touring the Forbidden City, the
students went to Tiananmen Square, Olympic Park

See Bruin,  Page 18
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“There was a language
barrier, but everyone
knew how to
communicate through
the music.”

— Jack Colbrun, band member

Pictured are student
Sion Kim, Librarian
Dian Ryan, parent

volunteer Mrs. Bos and Reading Coach Becky
Hyatt enjoying Sion reading some of her writing
during lunch time in the cafeteria. Rolling Valley
participated in a national project called the
Story Box Project which involves students writ-
ing and sharing their work with others across
the country. The school received the box from a
school in Kentucky and sent it on to a school in
upstate New York, all thanks to Mrs. Bos.

Alcohol Sting Nets Two
Officers from the West Springfield District Station Neigh-

borhood Patrol Unit conducted stings on Monday, March
29, at several locations in the Burke, Fairfax and Spring-
field areas. The operation was part of the ongoing “Spring
Break” safety campaign, which uses a county police cadet
dressed in plain clothing to purchase alcohol. In the sting, a
cadet enters a store and attempts to purchase alcohol. If the
cadet is asked whether he is 21, he responds with his true
age and/or date of birth. If asked for identification, the ca-
det tells the clerk that he has no identification with him. If
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Sharing Reading

Recently, The Arc of
Northern Virginia,
Northern Virginia

Training Center and Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College recently conducted Virginia’s first-
ever free dental clinic for persons with special
needs at the NVCC Medical Education Campus in
Springfield. The free clinic was preceded by a
free workshop for dental professionals on Feb.
19 at NVTC. The day-long clinic provided initial
evaluations, prophylaxis, fillings, and basic
extractions to about 70 children and adults.

Free Dental Clinic

See News Briefs,  Page 9
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National Public Safety Football League

Washington DC
Generals

vs.
Orlando Guardians

April 10, 2010
Kick Off at 4:30

Fairfax High School
3501 Rebel Run, Fairfax VA 22030

Family Events Start at 3:30
Kids 12 and under free

Come out and Support
The Men and Women of Public Safety

Proceeds are Donated to The Following Charities

Washington DC Chapter
Concerns of Police Survivors

WWW.DC-COPS.ORG

City of Fairfax Firefighters
Benevolent Fund

WWW.FAIRFAXFIRE.ORG

DC Firefighters Burn
 Foundation

WWW.DCFFBURNFOUNDATION.ORG

“AFTER GAME PARTY”
@ 7:30 PM

HARD TIMES CAFE
In the City of Fairfax

FOOD, DRINK SPECIALS, RAFFLES AND THE UFC FIGHT
For more information visit www.dcgeneralsfootball.org or email Andy Vita @ vitaremtp@aol.com

“We had the architecture worked-out, but weren’t
satisfied with online speeds. Naturally, we had to
evaluate the program with all types of computers
and servers. The important thing is to get it right.”

Talent cultivation being the essential job of lead-
ership, Foster also attests to an abiding faith in the
importance of continued skills development.

“That’s one of the reasons I chaired the FATE pro-
gram, and still serve on the board,” he said. “A
worker’s mastery of their own skills is my best as-
surance that our quality requirements will be deliv-

News

ered.” Foster’s two children attend Robinson Second-
ary School.

Several years ago Foster developed a protocol for
testing entry-level carpentry skills. To demonstrate
mastery of variety of construction disciplines, pro-
spective new hires were asked to build a scaled, 10-
by-8-foot playhouse from scratch.

The pay off: the company gained a realistic pic-
ture of a candidate’s field strengths in a dozen areas.
The playhouses were donated to local churches and
pre-schools.

“It’s a model that creates lots of winners,” Foster
said.

From Page 3

It All Began with a Paper Route

nance of the ponds. The primary complaint levied
by the KROC is that every single Fairfax County resi-
dent pays for the maintenance of stormwater  reten-
tion ponds through a $0.02 allotment from paid real
estate taxes. If KROC was responsible for the
Kingstowne ponds, then its residents were being
taxed twice, she said, as area residents were paying
county taxes on the ponds while simultaneously pay-
ing HOA fees to maintain them in addition to pri-
vate insurance costs. The system was not only un-
fair because of the double taxation, Snyder said, but
also because high HOA fees could keep new resi-
dents out and affect the quality of life for current
ones.

“This is a municipal service and a HOA should not
be responsible for something this complex and im-
portant,” Snyder said. “The double taxation was go-
ing to affect the quality of life in Kingstowne if we
had to keep devoting time and money [for the main-
tenance of the ponds]. It was increasing our HOA
fees astronomically.”

IN ADDITION to the complaint about taxation,
Snyder said that the ponds in Kingstowne were tak-
ing on water from other neighborhoods that were

not within the Kingstowne community. This meant,
she said, that while being taxed twice for the same
service, the community was also paying for the man-
agement of water that was not even theirs and that
the KROC paid for engineering studies to be per-
formed on the ponds to prove this to the county.

“We did the heavy lifting by doing engineering stud-
ies to show these ponds took water from other
ponds,” Snyder said. “This [situation] really was an
anomaly.”

After four years of defining its arguments and com-
pleting research, KROC was finally able to submit
the application for the proffered condition amend-
ment March 1. According too McKay, the Lee Dis-
trict Land Use Committee vetted, approved and rec-
ommended the plan for board approval, and per tra-
dition, McKay agreed to the decision that the com-
mittee made. The public hearing before the Planning
Commission for the amendment is currently set for
April 29, and before McKay’s motion, no public hear-
ing before the Board of Supervisors was scheduled.
However, the hearing is now slated for May 11.

“It was an unfair situation and everyone is work-
ing together to make it equitable,” Snyder said. “This
puts us on par with other HOAs and treats us the
same way, and we will be turning our ponds over in
tip-top shape.”

From Page 3

Pond Plan Moves Forward

By Elaine McConnell

Springfield

FREEDOM:
What is this word that gives our hearts a spe-

cial thrill?
Intangible as wind across the desert plain,
Yet so inherent in our being, none can kill
The flame that burns within us o’er and o’er

again;
That guards the right we hold to call our lives

our own,
The right to dream, to work to make dreams

be.
The still, small voice that whispers in our

beating breasts,
That will not silenced be until we’re free.

FREEDOM:
How can we best describe this word to half

the world
That cannot know the measure of its grace?

For those whom tyranny has tried to still the
voice,

And put a shallow symbol in its place.
That has no depth, no meaning save a world of

hate,
And preaches overthrow of God and men,
That bows to idols clothed in blood of those it’s

slain,
And has a common brotherhood with sin.

FREEDOM:
I lift its lamp to those of us who worthy be,
Who willingly would fight to save its worth,
For those who realize that should we fail,
A darkness would envelop all the earth.
There is no light to equal that of freedom’s rays,
No sun, no moon, no stars to match its shine.
So we must guard this precious light for all the

world,
Until it shines anew for all mankind!

In Celebration of the Signing of the Constitution

Freedom
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Opinion

Cuccinelli Misleads on Costs
Perhaps we need a referendum to decide if and
when Virginia will spend time, resources and
image on challenging federal actions?

Letters

S
ome of us are probably prepared to
admit that we are embarrassed, as two
of Virginia’s major newspapers warned
we might be. But no one predicted that

there would be so much to blush about so soon.
Suddenly, Virginia is in the national spotlight,

not for being home of the Internet along the
Dulles corridor, not for being the place for lov-
ers (too many exceptions apply), not for being
the mother of many presidents, not for its his-
tory, not for its wine.

No, Virginia is in the national spotlight be-
cause our newly elected Attorney General, Ken
Cuccinelli of Clifton, Fairfax County, has taken
to court declaring recently passed landmark
health care legislation as unconstitutional. He
also sued to stop the regulation of greenhouse
gasses and now will challenge new federal
standards for auto emissions (even though
even the auto industry would rather have fed-
eral controls that a patchwork of state regula-
tions).

He opened his administration telling
Virginia’s dramatically underfunded colleges
and universities that they could not include
sexual orientation in their anti-discrimination
policies.

Last October, before the election, the Virgin-
ian Pilot warned: “Cuccinelli’s election would
bring embarrassment to Virginia.” The Wash-
ington Post, a few days later: “Cuccinelli would
drive away qualified lawyers from an office that

Editorial

functions as the state government’s law firm,
and, given his bizarre ideas, he would very
likely become an embarrassment for the com-
monwealth.”

ADDING INJURY TO INSULT, Cuccinelli
denies that these escapades are costing the
Commonwealth anything, releasing a state-
ment claiming, for example, that the only costs
involved are the filing fees, $350 in the case of
the constitutional challenge to the health care.

That’s like saying it didn’t cost anything to
close the Federal Government
in the snow emergency in Feb-
ruary. The actual cost was
about $70 million a day.

Cuccinelli owes his constituents a real ac-
counting of the costs, the amount staff time
devoted to the efforts. The Office of the Attor-
ney General is Virginia’s law firm, and there
are established methods for billing and assess-
ing costs.

Most important is admitting the opportunity
costs. What is it that his office is not doing
because of the time and focus playing national
politics?

His two immediate predecessors, Gov. Bob
McDonnell and Virginia Supreme Court Jus-
tice Bill Mims, both focused on consumer pro-
tection. McDonnell launched the “consumer
alert of the month,” a column which addressed
real problems faced by ordinary Virginians in

terms of financial fraud, identity theft and
other critical issues. Mims maintained the
monthly effort. The columns appeared in me-
dia around the state, and served both as a
warning and as a means of reaching out to
people who had been victims.

The last such “alert” was filed the month
before Cuccinelli took office, after monthly
entries for four years through 2009.
( w w w. o a g . s t a t e . v a . u s / C O N S U M E R /
Consumer_Alert_Archive.html)

Taking care of Virginian’s interests is not at
the top of the priorities of the current attorney
general.

The 14 duties and powers of the Office of
the Attorney General (see
w w w. o a g . s t a t e . v a . u s / O U R _ O F F I C E /
Role.html) include providing information on
identity theft and remediation, help Social
Services collect child support, prosecute cer-
tain environmental and computer crimes, en-
force laws that protect businesses and consum-
ers, represent consumers in utility matters be-
fore the State Corporation Commission, in ad-
dition to providing legal advice and opinions
to the Governor, General Assembly and other
state agencies.

Ken Cuccinelli was elected state senator rep-
resenting the 37th District, part Prince Will-
iam and Fairfax counties, in a special election
in 2002. The election drew 16.6 percent of reg-
istered voters after state Sen. Warren Barry (R)
resigned to take a job with the Warner Admin-
istration. Cuccinelli was reelected in 2003 and
then in 2007 held onto his seat by less than
100 votes.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnnewspapers.com

See Letters,  Page 7

Proud Virginian
To the Editor:

Having used the courts to get its
way over the objections of the
majority for years, the left is out-
raged when an attorney general
seeks to use the courts to uphold
the Constitution. Polls clearly
show that a majority does not
want the unprecedented govern-
ment intrusion into their lives, the
massive debt or the drain on pro-
ductivity that comes with this
health insurance legislation. They
are appalled at the corrupt means
by which elected representatives
were bought or intimidated to sup-
port this bill.

Last November’s election proved
that a large percentage of Virgin-
ians want to be protected from this
federal power grab at our rights.
The Virginia legislation against
forcing anyone to purchase health
insurance was passed by a signifi-
cant bipartisan majority with no
manipulation, buying of votes or
intimidation.

The attorney general is obli-
gated to address this conflict be-
tween the Commonwealth’s effort

to protect our rights to control our
healthcare and the federal attempt
to rule over us.

And the Democratic Party’s con-
cern? Three hundred and fifty dol-
lars expended in the challenge.
They support a $1 trillion program
that will degrade the quality of our
healthcare, as demonstrated ev-
erywhere this has been attempted,

but are concerned
about $350. This
shows they are fear-
ful that Attorney

General Cuccinelli (R) will be suc-
cessful and that they have no sense
of the appropriate allocation of
your money.

I am proud that Virginia is lead-
ing in the strike for freedom with
a legitimate challenge of this un-
constitutional and un-American
attack on the best healthcare sys-
tem in the world.

Steve Hunt
Fairfax Station

Misled Writer
To the Editor:

In her letter [“Supporting Mar-

tin,” Connection, March 18-24,
2010], I’m sorry to see that
Victoria Thompson has been sadly
misled by inaccurate rhetoric in
her quest to support the candidacy
of Scott Martin. Contrary to her
claim, health care reform will not
force her to obtain a specific health
insurance policy for her family. She
can continue with the insurance of
her choice.

There will be no mandated fed-
eral health care and no federal
plan other than Medicare, but
there will be private health care
for those who can’t afford or can’t
qualify due to pre-existing condi-
tions under our current system. If
Ms. Thompson prefers not to pur-
chase private health insurance for
her family, then she may pay a fee.
Why would she pay this fee? Be-
cause your insurance, my insur-
ance and tax dollars now pay
much of the cost of medical care
for those who choose not to have
insurance. If Ms. Thompson pre-
fers not to purchase health care for
her family and one of them incurs
huge expenses for catastrophic
care, she will at least have paid a
small penalty towards the cost of

care that we will pay for her fam-
ily member.

SB 417 is a smokescreen, politi-
cal grand standing that pretends
to exempt Virginia from federal
law when it cannot do so. Federal
law takes precedence over state
law. Anyone who thinks that be-
cause Virginia passed SB 417 we
are now exempt from federal
health care reform has been mis-
led.

Sen. George Barker (D-39) has
worked in health care for many
years, controlling costs and in-
creasing access to care. Last year,
he got a bill passed to allow the
courts and child support enforce-
ment to require absent parents to
pay for private health insurance
for their own children, reducing
the number of uninsured children
and saving tax dollars by shifting
many children from Medicaid to
private insurance. SB 417 would
have contradicted that common
sense legislation. SB 417 cannot
override federal law, but it does
jeopardize our own good Virginia
laws.
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Visit Our New Website
www.CravensNursery.com

2009
Trees

&
Shrubs

50%
OFF

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

3 Gallon
Shrub

Specials

$14.95
Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff

No Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost

Fill Material

$24.99 cu. yd.

$2.89
2 cu. ft.

$3.39
3 cu. ft.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Topsoil
$1.89 bag

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66
(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Thousands &
Thousands of

Perennials
Just Arrived!

Landscape Design
Services Available

60-75%
OFF
Pots

Pansies
Regularly $1.89

Now

.97¢

Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop
YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA
20% OFF NON SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 4/14/10

Clothing • Furniture • Housewares

Thrifty Thursday

50% OFF
Clothes & Shoes

Every Thursday
10 a.m.-9 p.m.

.Not valid with other discounts or sales.

Housewares
& Linens

50% OFF
Saturday 4/10/10

10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Not valid with other discounts or sales.

Weekend

Brunch

11am-3pm

Now Open! Our new concept, The Bungalow AleHouse in Gainesville 571-261-9367
Visit our website: www.bungalow4u.com

MANCHESTER LAKES
7003-C Manchester Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22310

(703) 924-8730

CHANTILLY
13891 Metrotech Dr.
Chantilly, VA 20151

(703) 502-3925

SHIRLINGTON
2766 S. Arlington Mill Dr.

Arlington, VA 22206

(703) 578-0020

Three Convenient Locations
“Billiards and Brew & Great Food Too”

Three Convenient Locations

Burgerita Mondays 5-8 pm

Completely Smoke Free  • Pool Tables, Games and Darts

1/2 Price Burgers
&

Cold Drink Specials

Drag Yourself to THE BUNGALOW!

1 HourFREE POOLw/lunch

Rough
Weekend?
Rough
Weekend?

Letters

From Page 6

Rather than arguing about a fed-
eral law that cannot be overridden
in Richmond, we should be work-
ing together to control health care
costs and to help all Virginians
have access to good medical care.
We should not shirk our duty to
get our fellow Virginians afford-
able health care. Are we that self-
ish?

Miriam Meyer
Clifton

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.

Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send

to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9416.

By e-mail: springfield@connectionnewspapers.com

Write
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 17 yrs. Naval Service, 6 yrs. Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. THANH YANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

U S E
Y O U R
T R I C A R E
B E N E F I T !

TWO CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

Calendar

Swing Into Spring
Vocalist Nancy Scimone
performs at the benefit
Swing Into Spring Jazz
Concert with guitarist Steve
Herberman and bassist
Victor Dvoski on Thursday,
April 22, from 7:30-9:30
p.m., at Church of the Holy
Spirit School, 8800
Braddock Road, Annandale.
Suggested Donation: $10.
For more information, call
571-232-1873 or e-mail
LiveJazzConcerts@verizon.net.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/APRIL 8
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Afternoon Book Discussion Group.
1 p.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Call for title.
Adults. 703-249-1520.

FRIDAY/APRIL 9
Rose Hill Elementary School

presents “Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs: the Musical.” 7
p.m. at Hayfield Secondary School,
7630 Telegraph Road, Alexandria.
The fairy tale is brought to life with
an eclectic score  and is performed by
kindergarten-sixth graders. Adults
$5, children $3. Concessions
available. jacquie.clark@gmail.com.

Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Lunch Bunch. 12 p.m. John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive,
Alexandria. Bring lunch and join us
for stories. Birth-5 with adult. 703-
971-0010.

SATURDAY/APRIL 10
Fairfax County Park Authority

Watershed Cleanup. 9 a.m.-12
p.m. at Lake Accotink Park, 7500
Accotink Park Road, Springfield. Pick
up everything from plastic bottles
and bags to discarded mattresses,
rusting auto parts, old appliances,
rubber tires and other debris illegally
dumped in local waterways.

Participants are encouraged to wear
boots and old clothes. Bring gloves.
Trash bags will be provided. 703-
569-0285 or
www.fergusonfoundation.org/.

Snouts and Scouts. 11 a.m.–3 p.m. at
Felix & Oscar’s, 6671 Backlick Road,
Springfield. Brownie Troop 579 will
join Mid-Atlantic Great Dane Rescue
League’s Spring Celebration. Face
painting, temporary tattoos, silent
auction, games, raffles, Girl Scout
cookies and bake sale.
lauriezoock@gmail.com.

Indoor Yard Sale & Vendor Fair. 7
a.m.–1 p.m. at Robert E. Lee High
School, 6540 Franconia Road,
Springfield. More than 20 yard sale
participants offering a variety of
items and 20 vendors/crafters with
jewelry, sweets, beauty items,
household, gifts and more. Free
admission, refreshments available for

purchase. Sponsored by the Lee
Sports Boosters. 703-836-5566 ext.
101.

Rose Hill Elementary School
presents “Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs: the Musical.” 7
p.m. at Hayfield Secondary School,
7630 Telegraph Road, Alexandria.
The fairy tale is brought to life with
an eclectic score  and is performed by
kindergarten-sixth graders. graders.
Adults $5, children $3. Concessions
available. jacquie.clark@gmail.com.

Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring.
10 a.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Learn to use
a computer, navigate the Internet
and work with common software

See Calendar,  Page 14
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From Page 4

News Briefs

News

the sale of alcohol takes place, a plain-
clothed officer takes possession of the alco-
hol from the cadet and makes the appro-
priate charge(s), along with the help of a
uniformed officer assigned to the team.

Thirteen locations were entered during
the operation. Two illegal sales were made
inside the businesses, including the CVS
Pharmacy, 8330 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield and Safeway, 9525 Braddock
Road, Fairfax.

The stings were conducted us-
ing one team consisting of a plain-
clothed officer, a uniformed officer,
one supervisor and a cadet.

Senior League
Softball Registration

Northern Virginia Senior Softball
(www.nvss.org) seeks players, men 50 and
older and women 40 and older, for fun, fit-
ness, and fellowship.

Participants will play two slow-pitch
seven-inning softball games Tuesday and
Thursday mornings, April 13-Aug. 12, on
Fairfax County fields.

NVSS fields 26 teams, average age 65,
organized into three skill-level Conferences.

Players are assigned to a team at their
skill level by skill assessment, not a try-out.

Eleven play defense. Everyone present bats.
NVSS runs an Indoor Conditioning Pro-

gram until April 8.
Those interested in player should contact

Dave Scheele at 703-524-5576.

National Public Safety
Football League

On April 10, Fairfax High School will be
the site of the first game of the National
Public Safety Football League (NPSFL) of

the season.
The game will feature the Wash-

ington D.C. Generals versus the
Orlando Guardians.

Gates open at 3:30 p.m. and kickoff is at
4:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 a person and chil-
dren 12 and younger attend for free. Pro-
ceeds will be donated to the City of Fairfax
Firefighters Benevolent Fund, DC
Firefighters Burn Foundation and Washing-
ton DC Chapter Concerns of Police Survi-
vors.

Pre-game entertainment will also be pre-
sented.

Prior to the kickoff, city fire personnel will
have public safety equipment in the park-
ing lot for tours and information.

For more information, please visit the D.C.
Generals Web site at
www.dcgeneralsfootball.org or call 703-
309-9220.
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Sports
Springfield Connection Sports Editor Reed Albers

703-224-3014 or  ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

E
dison senior Sterling Dozier might
have been able to ease up during
the final leg of the 4x100 relay and
save energy for upcoming races at

the Leslie Sherman Memorial Invitation
track meet at West Springfield on April 1,
but his team had a mission.

“There’s a lot of teams
going out to win the region
and state,” he said. “It’s a
challenge we want to take.”

With more than enough
space to secure a victory at
the final baton handoff from
Justin Jeter, Dozier dashed
away from the Robinson relay team’s run-
ner and followed through to the finish line,
winning the event with a time of 44.55.

“I just clinched the baton tight,” he said.
“I used my speed to try and finish strong.”

Message sent and received, but the 4x100
team’s goal of making a name for itself
wasn’t just for teams in the Northern Region
— the runners wanted to impress their
coaches.

“Our coaches were a little bit skeptical
about how this relay might run,” Dozier said.

The group of Dozier, Jeter, Tarikh Cooper
and Jamison Hart had never run as a 4x100
relay for the Eagles. The team members said
they were sure they could run fast, they just
didn’t know it would happen this soon.

“We were just thrown together,” Cooper
said. “We’ve been running together for a long

Dozier’s Dash Seals Win for Edison Relay Team
Eagles win five events at Leslie Sherman
Memorial Invitational track meet.

Justin Jeter hands the baton to Sterling Dozier during the boys’ 4x100-meter relay at the Leslie Sherman
Memorial Invitational.

“We were just
thrown together.”

— Tarikh Cooper

The 4x100-meter relay of, from left, Jamison Hart, Justin Jeter, Sterling Dozier and
Tarikh Cooper had not run together as a team before their April 1 meet.
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time, but we’ve never run this relay as a
team.”

It also didn’t help that Hart, who is nor-
mally the second leg of a relay team, had to
set the pace as the team’s first runner.

“Usually in relays, I’m not the first leg,”
Hart said.

With limited time to adjust to his new role,
Hart focused on creating a burst of speed

off the starting block simi-
lar to how he creates mo-
mentum as the second
runner in other relays.

“Before the race, I was
just practicing and practic-
ing to keep my head down
and get out strong and
drive my knees,” he said.

After successfully opening the relay, Hart
said he could grow into the role, but recog-
nized its differences from other positions.

“It’s harder to be the first leg,” he said.
“The third and fourth legs, you have time to
get out ahead, but in the first you have to
start strong.”

While Dozier’s final 100-meter sprint cap-
tured first, Cooper’s run as second leg helped
create some much needed distance from the
Robinson and West Potomac teams

“I knew what I had to do,” Cooper said.
“When I got the baton, I just moved. With
the speed I had when I got the baton, I knew
we could get out ahead of everyone.”

With plenty of space and the lead, Jeter
said he was able fixate on the sometimes
tricky baton handoff.

“My first instinct was to stay focused,”

Jeter said. “I didn’t want to drop that baton
or mess up the handoff.”

Jeter grabbed the baton from Cooper and
maintained the lead, allowing Dozier to seal
the victory.

With a record of 1-0 as a
relay team, Dozier said the
group is shifting its focus on
improving its time through-
out the season.

“It’s going to be a chal-
lenge,” he said.

The boys weren’t the only
standouts at the meet.

Edison also recorded a top
finish from Myah Hicks, who
finished first in the girls’
1,600-meter race with a time
of 5:08.33.

Kristina Brown took first in
the girls’ triple jump. Boys’
4x100-meter relay member
Justin Jeter finished first in
the 300-meter hurdles with
a time of 40.77. George
Owino finished first in the
boys’ triple jump.

Because of spring break,
not every team at the Leslie
Sherman Memorial Invita-
tional could field their whole
team, but West Springfield
head track coach Chris
Pellegrini said he uses the
meet to set goals regardless

of who is missing.
“It’s difficult because this meet is during

spring break,” he said. “But this is a great
chance to see where everyone is.”

Even with teams missing key runners,
Pellegrini said the meet signaled early signs
of success for the Spartans.

“We’ve had about a half-dozen personal
records today,” he said. “I’m really happy

with where we are right now.”
Junior James Walker is one of the Spar-

tans who earned a personal record. Walker
finished eighth in the long jump with a score
of 18-feet, 10.50-inches.

“This was my first time breaking 18 feet,”
he said. “I haven’t done it in practice, but I
thought I could break it. It was a nice sur-
prise.”

5 Qs with West Springfield track
 athlete Josh Armstrong
Q: How do you feel about your conditioning
coming into the first meet of the season?

A: I feel all right. I kind of slacked off in practice.
Q: What music are you listening to before
you run on the track.

A: Anything really, just whatever’s on my iPod.
Q: If you weren’t running track, what sport
would you want to play?

A: Lacrosse. I was too late to try out. I played as a
youth, but not last year.
Q: If you could be any athlete, who would
you want to be?

A: [Portland Trailblazers guard] Brandon Roy. He’s
been favorite player since his college season.
Q: Who’s your favorite sports team to
follow?

A: Probably the Dallas Cowboys.

— Reed S. Albers

Josh Armstrong
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Challenge for the Tiffany Cup
Local soccer players
clash with D.C.
United, West Ham,
Georgian teams.
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Lake Braddock’s Tyler Durbin is a
member of the Annandale United
travel soccer team. The Annadale
United competed against elite
U17 teams at the International
Amateur Soccer Tournament.

Jon Roetman

The Connection

W
ashington-Lee sophomore Eric
Schmidt had his doubts prior
to action. Bishop Ireton junior

Danny O’Keefe was nervous.
Once play began, West Springfield

sophomore Jannik Eckenrode realized
how he could improve his game. And
when it was all over, Lake Braddock sopho-
more Tyler Durbin filed in his memory the
perspective of an influential English coach-
ing staff.

Emotions and experiences were plenti-
ful for members of the U16 Annandale
United FC, who competed in the Interna-
tional Amateur Soccer Tournament — The
Challenge for the Tiffany Cup during the
final week of March.

Annandale United, a travel team com-
posed of high school athletes from the
Washington D.C. metro area, took on high-
caliber foreign — U17 Georgian National
Team, West Ham United FC Academy —
and domestic — D.C. United Academy —
competition. Annandale United finished 0-
2-1, but the opportunity to participate as
the only travel team in the tournament
should help the group in the long term.

The tournament was “the most useful
[soccer] thing the kids have
[experienced] in their lives,”
said Annandale United head
coach Bo Amato, who also
coaches the varsity teams at St.
Stephen’s/St. Agnes School
(fall) and Langley High School
(spring).

Amato’s Annandale club en-
tered the Tiffany Cup tourney
ranked among the top travel
teams in the nation, but was still consid-
ered an underdog against the older acad-
emy team of D.C. United and the talented
foreign teams.

“I figured we’d compete in the D.C.
United game,” Amato said, “but the other
two games we could get badly damaged.”

The first part of Amato’s assumption was
realized. Annandale United opened
against D.C. United on March 28, losing
2-1. Annandale took a 1-0 lead on a
Schmidt goal but failed to capitalize on
chances late in the game.

Annandale United spent the rest of the
tournament putting to rest any thoughts
of getting “badly damaged.” The Virginia
travel team played the Georgian national
team to a 1-all draw on March 30 and lost
to West Ham United 4-2 on March 31.
Annandale trailed West Ham 3-0 before

West Springfield’s Jannik
Eckenrode said playing against top-
flight teams such as D.C. United
and West Ham will help him at the
high school level. ‘It definitely gave
me some views on how I can
change the game in high school,’ he
said.

goals by Schmidt and Josh Godec (Gonzaga)
cut the lead to one. West Ham added a late
goal.

“I think our team showed a lot of heart
going into each game,” O’Keefe said. “We
never gave up.”

Schmidt, who scored three of Annandale’s
four goals in the tournament, called the ex-

perience “life changing.”
“We hung in there, we competed,” he said.

“The teams were pretty much better than
us, but it was definitely a good experience.”

The Washington-Lee sophomore had his
doubts prior to the tournament.

“We kind of thought,” Schmidt said, “we
were going to get blown out and embar-
rassed.”

The University of Virginia and James
Madison University have shown interest in
Schmidt, a striker.

“Every time he steps on the field, he leaves
everything he’s got on the field,” Amato said.
“If every youth player tried to emulate him,
they’d be better overnight.”

Amato said Schmidt and West Springfield’s
Eckenrode “have developed a very good
twin-strike partnership.”

Eckenrode said he learned from facing
superior competition.

“I realized how key movement off the
ball is,” he said. “I knew it was key, but
when I saw West Ham put it to action
we” got a better understanding.

“It definitely gave me some views on
how I can change the game in high

school,” Eckenrode said.
West Ham coach Tony Carr

and his staff spoke with
Annandale United players af-
ter their match. Carr is “one
of the most influential figures
in English football,” the club’s
Web site says.

West Ham coaches said
“since we weren’t really
brought up in a soccer culture
that we really need to try to

watch the game as much as possible,”
Lake Braddock’s Durbin said, “so we re-
ally know the game.”

West Ham defeated D.C. United in the
championship game April 2.

Amato said the most important lessons
Annandale United learned during the
tournament were: be mentally tough, be
vocal on the field and keep the ball mov-
ing. Facing top-shelf competition and be-
ing exposed to a different style of soccer
should help the team in the future.

“The best thing that came out of this
tournament on a personal level is we
didn’t roll over and die,” Amato said.
“When the going gets tough you find out
what you’re all about. That was a really
good eye-opener for me and that was a
great eye-opener for my players.”

“Every time he steps on the field, he
leaves everything he’s got on the field.
If every youth player tried to emulate
him, they’d be better overnight.”

— Bo Amato, Annandale United head coach



12  ❖  Springfield Connection  ❖  April 8-14, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Community

All Eyes on the Egg
Rachelle Quispe, 6, is first out of the gate during the Saturday, April 3 Easter egg hunt
at Springfield United Methodist Church.

Children seek fun — and eggs — at April 3
Springfield United Methodist’s Easter egg hunt.

Aubrey Keriws, 6, attempts to pop a balloon with a dart
at one of the event’s games.

Alina Yang
rummages
through
open Easter
eggs,
searching
for an egg
of her own.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel

In addition to the Easter egg hunt, a moonbounce was available for
children to jump around in.
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People

Commissioners of Fairfax County Commission for Women pose for a photo with
Keynote Speaker Maureen McDonnell, First Lady of Virginia.

Organization of Chinese American Women, Virginia Chapter presents a book
written by an OCAW member to Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairwoman
Sharon Bulova (D-At-large).

O
n March 20, the Fairfax County Com-
mission for Women conducted a
Women’s Voices Forum at the Fairfax

County Government Center. Keynote Speaker was

County Commission Hosts Women’s Voices Forum
First Lady of the Commonwealth, Maureen
McDonnell. McDonnell returns to her home area,
Northern Virginia for the first time since her hus-
band was elected as governor of Virginia.

College Notes

A
t a bill signing ceremony co-hosted by the Northern Virginia
Technology Council (NVTC) and the Center for Innovative
Technology (CIT), Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) signed several ma-

jor components of his “Jobs and Opportunity” legislative agenda to
encourage job creation and economic development in Virginia. NVTC
President and CEO Bobbie Kilberg provided introductory remarks dur-
ing the ceremony, which took place at the Center for Innovative Tech-
nology in Herndon. The governor’s Senior Economic Advisor Bob Sledd
and a bipartisan group of legislators from Northern Virginia and
throughout the Commonwealth were present.

Three of the initiatives highlighted by the governor  were top legisla-
tive priorities for NVTC. First, the governor signed legislation estab-
lishing a 100 percent capital gains tax exclusion for founders and in-
vestors in qualifying technology, energy and biotechnology startups in
Virginia for investments made over the next three years. This new law
will position Virginia as a leader in next generation tech company for-
mation and innovation, as well as a top destination for entrepreneurs,
early-stage investors, researchers and innovators.

The governor also commented on several additional economic de-
velopment provisions in the recently-passed budget. Particularly note-
worthy was McDonnell’s support of an additional $1.5 million in fund-
ing over the next two years for the CIT GAP fund, which will under-
write critical and immediate first financing for 20 new early-stage tech-
nology companies by leveraging private sector capital at a rate of 11
times the Commonwealth’s investment.

“Over the past several years, NVTC has actively promoted a compre-
hensive ‘Grow Your Own’ strategy for new company formation,” said
Kilberg. “Gov. McDonnell has taken an important step in promoting
investment in new company formation and job creation in Virginia,
giving the Commonwealth a competitive advantage as a potential lo-
cation for entrepreneurs deciding where to locate their startups.”

Also during bill signing ceremony, McDonnell cited a budget initia-
tive that will improve incentives for companies to expand, relocate
and move corporate headquarters to Virginia by doubling the Governor’s
Economic Development Fund with an additional $12 million in FY 2011.
This additional funding, for which NVTC had been a strong advocate,
will bring much-needed growth and tax revenue to Virginia, enhanc-
ing its ability to attract mature companies to the Commonwealth. “Small
entrepreneurial companies, with their ability to creatively address prob-
lems and quickly adapt to changes in the marketplace, are often the
drivers of technology innovation,” said Kilberg.

Front row, from left, Gov. Bob McDonnell (R); Pete Jobse,
president and CEO of The Center for Innovative Technol-
ogy and Bobbie Kilberg, president and CEO of NVTC. Back
row, Bob Sledd Sr., economic advisor to the governor;
Michael Grisham, president of GPB Scientific; Spencer
Williamson, president and CEO of Intelliject LLC; Del.
Rich Anderson (R-51); Sen. Walter Stosch (R-12); Del.
Mark Sickles (D-43); Sen. Mark Herring (D-33); Sen. Janet
Howell (D-32) and Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34).

Governor Signs ‘Job,
Opportunity’ Bills
Sickles on hand for Herndon event
promoting job creation agenda.

Julia Bond, class of 2013 at Con-
necticut College and a resident of
Springfield, has been named to the
dean’s honors for the 2009 fall semester.
Dean’s honors is a recognition for stu-
dents who have earned a grade point
average of at least 3.3.

Brendon G Deltoro, a senior from
Springfield majoring in justice studies,
has been named to the dean’s list for the
fall 2009 term at Georgia Southern Uni-
versity. To be eligible for the dean’s list,
a student must have at least a 3.50

grade point average and carry a mini-
mum of 12 hours for the semester.

Hillary Jett, daughter of George
and Paula Jett of Springfield, was
named to the dean’s list at Ithaca
College’s School of Business for the fall
2009 semester with a GPA of 3.5.

Ji Eun Kim of Seoul, daughter of
Joon Tae Kim and Chong Suk Kim of
Springfield, was named to the dean’s list
of Emory College, the undergraduate,
liberal arts college of Emory University

in Atlanta, Ga., for the 2009 fall semes-
ter. Students must be in the top 20
percent of Emory College or have ap-
proximately a 3.850 grade point average
or higher to be named to the dean’s list.

Pui E. Sham, a resident of Spring-
field, was awarded dean’s list honors for
academic achievement during the fall
2009 semester at St. Mary’s College of
Maryland. Dean’s list honors are
awarded to full-time students at SMCM
who earn a semester grade-point aver-
age of 3.5 or better.
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Calendar

applications. Call for an appointment.
Adults. 703-249-1520.

Friends of the Library Book Sale.
10 a.m. Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Used book sale. 703-339-4610.

VITA Tax Assistance. 10:30 a.m.
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. IRS-
certified volunteers help taxpayers
who earned up to $49K. Adults. 703-
339-4610.

Mother’s Day Multi-Vendor Event.
9 a.m.-1p.m. at the Community
Business Partnership, 7001 Loisdale
Road, 2nd floor, Springfield. Jewelry,
handbags, chocolates, beauty items,
teas, gifts and more. 703-451-8871.

Introductory Spring Wildflower
Walk. 10:30 a.m. at Hidden Pond,
8511 Greely Blvd., Springfield. Join a
naturalist for a leisurely walk in the
Pohick Stream Valley. Reservations
required at 703-451-9588.

SUNDAY/APRIL 11
Soyfoods Cooking Class. 10 a.m.

9302 Hallston Court, Fairfax Station.
Tofu, tempeh, miso, soymilk and
more. $50. Registration required at
703-643-2713.
www.veggourmet.wordpress.com.

MONDAY/APRIL 12
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

PAL Reading Visits. 4 p.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Practice reading with a
trained therapy dog. Dogs will
remain with handlers as children
read to them. Call to register. 703-

249-1520.
Early Reader Book Discussion.

4:15 p.m. John Marshall Library,
6209 Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria.
Call for titles. Age 6-8 with adult.
703-971-0010.

Hugs for Bugs. 10:30 a.m. Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Story time about bugs.
Age 24 months to 5 years with adult.
703-339-4610

TUESDAY/APRIL 13
Dine Out Night for Koinonia. 5-8

p.m. at King Street Blues, corner of
Kingstowne Blvd. and South Van
Dorn St., Alexandria. The Koinonia
Foundation, a local social services
organization, will receive 20 percent
of every restaurant check. Diners
must mention “Koinonia” to their
server. 703-971-1991 or
www.koinoniacares.org.

Open Mic w/Bob Gaynor of The
Roadducks. 8 p.m. at Jaxx, 6355
Rolling Road, Springfield. 703-569-
5940.

Fun for Twos and Threes. 10:30
a.m. John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria. Stories
and activities. Age 2-3 with adult.
703-971-0010.

Second Tuesday Evening Book
Discussion. 6:45 p.m. Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Say You’re One of Them
by Uwem Akpan. Adults. 703-339-
4610.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 14
Open Irish Song Session. 8:30 p.m.

at Hard Times Cafe, 6362 Springfield
Plaza, Springfield. Open to anyone
who would like to sing or listen to
Irish songs. 703-913-5600.

Nonfiction Book Discussion
Group. 7 p.m. Burke Centre Library,
5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. Call for
title. Adults. 703-249-1520.

Older Adults Book Group. 2 p.m.
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
“The Story of Edgar Sawtelle” by
David Wroblewski. Meet next door at
Kingstowne Center for Active Adults.
Adults. 703-339-4610.

Practice Your English. 10:15 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Conversation group for
adults learning English. 703-339-
4610.

THURSDAY/APRIL 15
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Earth Day: Birthday! 10:30 a.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Earth Day stories,
songs and activities. Age 2-5 with
Adult. 703-249-1520.

Let’s Go to the Library. 10:30 a.m.
Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond
Highway, Lorton. Stories about
libraries and a tour. 703-339-7385.

FRIDAY/APRIL 16
St. Bernadette School Art Show.

6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at St. Bernadette
School, 7602 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. The centerpiece of the
exhibit is a life-sized paper mache
tree made by the art teacher and
parents and filled with students’
origami projects. 703-451-8696.

Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at
Jaxx, 6355 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Ladies free, men $10.
703-569-5940.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one
of these Open Houses,
tell the Realtor you saw

it in this Connection Newspaper.
For more real estate listings

and open houses, visit
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click the Real Estate
links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing
in Springfield/Kingstowne, Burke,

or Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill,
Contact Steve Hogan at

shogan@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at noon.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. APRIL 10 & 11

Fairfax Station
7605 Rustle Ridge Ct. .............. $839,950 ........ Sun 1-4................Kathleen Quintarelli ......... Weichert....................703-862-8808
7703 Stoney Creek Crt ............. $937,999 ........ Sun 1-4................Kathleen Quintarelli ......... Weichert....................703-862-8808
7014 Sylvan Glen Lane.............$845,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Carol Hermandorfer .........Long & Foster............703-503-1812
8309 CRESTRIDGE RD.............$1,599,777 ..... Sun 1-4................Casey Margenau..............RE/MAX .................. (703) 442-8600
7311 SOUTH VIEW CT..............$859,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Barb White Adkins...........RE/MAX .................. (703) 339-4500
11005 HIGHRIDGE ST..............$629,999 ........ Sun 1-4................Sherril Fischer.................Long & Foster ......... (703) 284-9452

Lorton
6755 CARDINAL WOODS CT,....$425,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Juan Rodriguez ............... Solutions Realty ...... (703) 750-1450

Burke
9516 Harrowhill Lane, ..............$524,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Kinder Saund...................Long & Foster............202-369-5597
10330 LURIA COMMONS... ...... $123,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Debbie Ingram.................Weichert ................. (703) 569-7870

Fairfax
9351 Chestnut Knolls Dr...........$569,888 ........ Sun 1-4................Debbie Dogrul Assoc. ...... Long & Foster............703-425-3582
5267 Pumphrey Dr. ..................Mid $500s.......Sun 1-4................Debbie Dogrul Assoc. ...... Long & Foster............703-425-3582

Springfield
7827 Belleflower Dr..................Upper $500s ...Sun 1-4................Debbie Dogrul Assoc. ...... Long & Foster............703-425-3582
6278 Rathlin Dr........................$325,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Violeta Warner.................Long & Foster............703-282-9779
9020 Giltinan Ct. ......................$330,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Maeke Ermarth ................ Jobin Realty...............202.288-9074
8302 Timber brook lane ........... $485,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Art Flikinger .................... Weichert....................703-690-0204

Kingstowne
5205 Cannes Ct........................$365,000 ........ Sun 1-4................David Gillis......................Long & Foster............571-451-7306
6601 Dunwich Way .................. $619,950 ........ Sun 1-4................Kathleen Quintarelli ......... Weichert....................703-862-8808
5928 Wescott Hills Way ........... $459,950 ........ Sun 1-4................Tom & Cindy ................... Long & Foster............703-822-0207
6710 Ordsall St........................$559,950 ....... Sun 1-4................Tom & Cindy ................... Long & Foster............703-822-0207
6522 Brookleigh Way ............... $370,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Tom & Cindy ................... Long & Foster............703-822-0207
6956 Ellingham Cir...................$299,950 ........ Sun 1-4................Tom & Cindy ................... Long & Foster............703-822-0207

Annandale
7217 Masonville Dr. ................. Lower $500s...Sun 1-4................Debbie Dogrul Assoc. ...... Long & Foster............703-425-3582
8285 PRIVATE LN .................... $1,350,000 ..... Sun 1-4................Nancy Basham.................Long & Foster ......... (703) 772-2066
6803 Algonquin Ct. .................. $475,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Rhonda Walker ................Long & Foster............703-635-4588

Woodbridge
4608 Ryecliff Ct. ...................... $610,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Yvonne Collins ................ Long & Foster..........  703-200-7685

5205 Cannes Ct
Kingstowne
$365,000

Open Sunday 1-4
David Gillis

Long & Foster
571-451-7306

The Perfect Job
Work in Your Community

Flexible hours. Full or part-time.
Salary and Commission. Old Town

Alexandria-based company. Free Parking.

Build a professional career as a
Sales and Marketing Consultant.

Helping local business plan, design
and execute advertising and marketing.

Respond to sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Newspapers & Online

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day,
send us your favorite snapshots of
you with your Mom and The
Connection will publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to
include some information about
what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and
town of residence. To e-mail digital
photos, send to:
PhotoB@connectionnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo prints, send to:
The Springfield Connection,

“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St.,

Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to

you if you include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope, but please don’t
send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Bus Tech
We’re searching for a FT Diesel Bus Tech for
our Dulles Airport location.  Must have 2 years
experience in diesel maintenance and repair.
Min   of  3  ASE  Certs, valid Class A License
and own tools required.

C-Level Techs
FT C-Level Techs needed for our Dulles &
Springfield locations.  Min of 1 ASE Cert, valid
driver’s license and own tools required.

We offer a competitive salary and excellent
benefit pkg.  For more information please contact

Susan Johnson @  703-256-3341 EOE

COUNTER CLERK
Top   notch  Dry  Cleaners   in   McLean.

Full - time   and/or   part - time, 

TOP PAY, FLEX HRS  
Full-time:   Great benefits 
(includes  full  Health and Life Ins, 100% 
retirement  contribution,  paid vacation).
Part-time: Mornings   or   evenings 
Mon-Fri,  Sat  8-5.  Apply  in person, 
Burns  Bros   Cleaners,   6821 Old 
Dominion   Dr,  McLean,   VA   22101

DENTAL ASSISTANT
35 hrs/wk, M-Th, no eves/wknds. Good  sal-
ary. Benefits.  Mature,  hard  working. Expe-
rience and computer skills  helpful.   Oppor-
ty for growth.  Fax resume (703) 273-4212

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Hotel Service Personnel
Seeking PT and/or FT persons to per-
form Restaurant/Front Desk & Driving 
reponsibilities.  Must be over 21 with 
valid driver’s license.  Apply in person at

Comfort Inn of Alexandria
5716 S. Van Dorn St.

Alexandria, VA  22310

LIFEGUARDS / POOL 
OPERATORS / POOL MANAGERS

Free training, competitive wages.  Must 
be good  swimmer. 703-996-1300 x109

SALES PERSON
Part-time, Full-time • Top Salary

Excellent working conditions.
Flexible hours. No nights/Sundays.

Requirements: retail ladies fashion exp, energetic,
mature 40+, pleasant personality, fluent English.

Call Mrs. Shipe Between 11am & 4pm
MAE’S DRESS BOUTIQUE

703-356-6333 • McLean, Virginia

Ladies Apparel

Mechanic- level 2
Must have basic tools and cabinet. Must 
have advanced knowledge of diesel engines 
- air brakes and experienced in trailer work. 
Advanced experience in trouble shooting 
and some electric. Must have Class B or A 
drivers license and a clean driving record. 
Must have Virginia State Inspection certifi-
cate or willing to obtain certification. Must 
have supervisory experience.

• Location: Springfield, VA 
• Compensation: Depending on experience 

E-mail resume: gina.hinton@invan.com

NOW HIRING

Nationwiide company now hiring 18 to 25 
sharp people. No experience needed, two 

weeks   paid   training.   Call Desiree at
931-436-4664.

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.

TECHNICIAN POSITION 
FULL TIME

Join   the    team  of   professionals   at    a 
progressive eye care practice in Burke, 
VA.  Position  includes: preliminary test-
ing, working closely with the Doctors and 
patients and general administrative 
tasks. Training is available. Saturdays 
will  be  required.  Benefits  are  available.   

Pls fax your resume to 703-451-9291 
or email it to 

business@virginiaeyecare.com. 

The Perfect Job
Work in your community.  

Build a professional career as a 
Sales and Marketing Consultant

helping local businesses plan, 
design and execute advertising 

and marketing campaigns.  
Flexible hours.  Full or part-time.

Salary and commission.
Old Town Alexandria based 

company. Free Parking.  
Respond to: 

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST
Position for friendly, experienced, re-
sponsible person.  MUST have excellent 
customer service skills, computer friend-
ly, and want to work as part of a dedicat-
ed team.  Approx 30 hrs per week. 
Come by and pick up application or Fax 
resume to 703-830-1869

CLIFTON-CENTREVILLE ANIMAL 
CLINIC   

703-830-8844

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464

classified@connection
newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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ClassifiedClassified

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

Northern Virginia Tree Experts, Inc. are certified
arborists and consultants specializing in:

• Tree, Shrub, and Stump Removal
• Custom Pruning and Fertilization

• Insect and Disease Control
Call Us Today for a Free Estimate!

703-471-7607
northernvirginiatreeexperts.com

Licensed & Insured • Senior Citizen Discount

Professional Tree Care

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

MASONRY

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios
Exposed Aggregate

Sidewalks • Carports
Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick
Stonework

703-204-0733

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TM PAINTING & 
REMODELING

Wallpaper, ceramic tile, 
kitchen & bath remodels.

Honest work, honest price. 
Free Est.          Lic/Refs.

703-280-8213
571-243-2575

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios,
Driveways,

Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

PAVING

PAVING
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Opinion

Isn’t It Obvious?
Transportation problems are still the elephant
in the room.

Commentary

By Sen. Dave Marsden

D-37

O
nce again, we have balanced
our budget in Virginia in the
most difficult and challenging
financial environment since

the Great Depression of the 1930s. It was
my goal for this session of the General As-
sembly that we accomplish three things:
first, that we maintain the car tax relief we
currently enjoy, second, that the Local Com-
posite Index (LCI) for school
funding that finally adjusted to
Fairfax County’s favor not be fro-
zen at last year’s level granting
us an additional $60 million over the bien-
nium, and thirdly, that cuts to K-12 funding
be minimal as the quality of our schools are
the most critical factor in maintaining our
home values.

The budget put forth by the Senate ac-
complished these goals. The House of Del-
egates and governor wanted to cut K-12 by
$620 million and $721 million, respectively,
but the Senate position prevailed in a com-
promise and far less was cut, $253 million.
Northern Virginia did much better than I
could have hoped for. This being said, the
cuts that were ultimately agreed to were
painful and many of our citizens will feel
the impact very dramatically.

THE STATE budget is now lower than
when I first started to serve in the General
Assembly in 2006. While this may be good
news in some respects it ignores the el-
ephant in the room — transportation.

We did not address our growing trans-
portation problem in both construction and
maintenance during this past session. The
snow took a huge bite out of the mainte-
nance budget, (15 percent), which was far

greater than anticipated, and left our roads
a potholed mess. I have had two bent rims
this year, which cost more than $800 to re-
pair. I hit a pothole on Interstate 64 in Rich-
mond during the session and spoke about
it on the Senate floor to remind the Senate
that lack of transportation dollars is cost-
ing our citizens greatly. The next day, one
of the Senate clerks hit the same pothole
and bent her rim also. I am assuming that
many of you are experiencing damage to
your vehicles as well. Our transportation

problems regarding maintenance
are becoming just as critical as our
lack of infrastructure investment.

This coming fiscal year, starting
July 1, we can either provide maintenance
funding or make our federal highway dol-
lars match wherein we would get $4 for
each dollar we put up. We can’t do both
and this is a catastrophe. The expense of
car repairs due to poor road maintenance
will cost us now. The loss to businesses, and
future business development, that stems
from not investing in a transportation sys-
tem that can adequately move goods, ser-
vices, commuters and create jobs will cost
us for years to come. We are currently out
of money and cannot meet our obligations.

It is good news that the governor is re-
opening some rest stops. It is also good that
the governor is pursuing off-shore drilling
to raise transportation funds, although the
benefits may not be apparent for seven-10
years and then only if Congress grants Vir-
ginia royalties. It is essential, however, that
he call a special session of the General As-
sembly so that the governor can put his
transportation plans before the legislature
and give us an opportunity to weigh in. Only
the governor can call this special session,
and he has pledged to act. It’s time we got
started.

Bulletin Board

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9416. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/APRIL 8
Navigating the Medicaid Maze:

Waivers, Eligibility and
Documentation. 7 p.m. at West
Springfield Government Center, 6140
Rolling Road, Springfield. Eligibility
criteria, screening process, required
documentation, and home-based and
nursing home care. 703-451-8873 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 14
NARFE Springfield Chapter 893

Meeting. 1:30 p.m. at American Legion
Post 176, 6520 Amherst Ave., Springfield.
Roy Michael will share his personal story of

identity theft and provide helpful tips on
how to protect oneself as well as his lessons
learned. Guests welcome.
rmgallagher@verizon.net or 703 455-4373.

The Springfield/Alexandria Women’s
Connection Guest Night Dinner. 6-8
p.m. at the Springfield Golf and Country
Club, 8301 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield.  $20 per person. Reserve by
Friday, April 9 at 703-569-4670, 703-590-
6562 or SpringWmConn@yahoo.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 15
Fimian-Herrity Debate. 1:30 p.m. at

Greenspring Retirement Community,
Hunters Crossing Conference Center, 7430
Spring Village Drive, Springfield. Keith
Fimian and Pat Herrity will debate ahead of
the June 8 primary election to choose the
Republican candidate for Virginia’s 11th
District congressional seat. John McCaslin,
host of America’s Morning News radio show,
will moderate. 703-923-4690.

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified
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ABC LICENSE
Pizzacolli, Inc trading as 

Angelicos La Pizzeria, 10869 
Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax, VA 

22030. The above 
establishment is applying to 

the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for a Wine and 
Beer on Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Damla Mehtap 

Kamis, president

ABC LICENSE
ZBA, LLC trading as Hunter 
Mill Deli, 11213-A Lee Hwy, 
Fairfax, VA 22030. The above 
establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and 
Beer on Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Khasrow Rezaei-
pour/CEO

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 
pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 

1-877-205-2780

Pregnant?
Thinking about
adoption as an

option?

I am looking to adopt. I am a
nurse living in Northern
Virginia for the last 23
years. Please visit my

website at
www.babyloveva.com

to learn more. 

Please contact me at 1-571-
882-3533 or e-mail at

babyloveva1@yahoo.com

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

Springfield Only

101 Computers 101 Computers117 Adoption

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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WEEKDAYS
SATURDAYS • EVENINGS

UNITED CONCORDIA
PARTICIPANT

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY CARE

and the Great Wall, but it was during meals and
their transportation between sites that offered the
truest glimpse of the culture. Flynn said that the stu-
dents were given authentic Chinese cuisine for all of
their meals, though she said their hosts were careful
to keep the more exotic dishes at bay. All of the stu-
dents enjoyed the food, she said, but a couple of
McDonald’s pitstops were made nonetheless.

“The food isn’t at all like American Chinese food,”
Colbrun said. “They don’t have egg rolls or fried rice.
It’s a lot of healthy things like vegetables and things
like that. Some [of the group] were nervous about
the food, but it was great.”

PERHAPS THE strongest feeling of being a for-
eigner, they said, came when the group was walking
through the streets of Beijing. Flynn said that the
students’ light hair and fair skin made them stand
out, and many times, local residents would ask them
to pose for pictures and even pulled some students
out of the group to talk. Though the experience was
slightly awkward, she said, the hospitality and wel-
coming nature of the people was never in doubt.

“We had certain students who were fair, with light
eyes and light hair,” Flynn said. “They would get lit-
erally pulled out of the group to have their photo
taken. They were just so nice. We never felt any un-
toward feelings from them.”

On the long plane ride home, the students said,
they were given the time to reflect on their experi-
ences from the past week and were in awe of what

they had seen and done. Hunter Langdon, a sopho-
more in the Color Guard, said that on the way back,
all she could think about was how many of her pre-
conceived notions of the country were dispelled. She
said that after years of social studies classes and be-
ing told that China was a communist country, she
expected a grim atmosphere with unhappy people,
but found the exact opposite.

“You’re told for so long that it is a communist coun-
try, but when we got there, all we found was people
trying to be friendly and kind to us,” Langdon said.
“They did everything they could to make us feel like
we were at home.”

Flynn said that another common feeling the re-
turn trip home was a sense of appreciation, because
many of the students and parents realized that they
most likely would not be going back to China ever
again. Though there was much more they wanted to
do, Flynn said that she was satisfied that the stu-
dents took advantage of their time there and learned
as much as they could. Her only hope was that the
Chinese students and people they met got as much
out of the interaction as they did.

“We wanted to go over there and leave the people
we interacted with a good impression,” Flynn said.
“The world is a big place, and America is just a small
part of it.”

From Page 4

Bruin Band Pays Visit to China
Camps & Schools

Go to www.lbband.org for a blog, videos and pho-
tos from the trip.

More

Assembly of God
Harvest Church… 703-971-7070

Word of Life Assembly of God… 703-941-2312

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest…

703-912-1719
Baptist

Community of Faith Tabernacle… 703-455-4594
Fellowship Baptist Church… 703-569-5151

First Baptist Church-Hayfield… 703-971-7077
First Baptist Church-Springfield… 703-451-1500

Franconia Baptist Church…703-971-4471
South Run Baptist Church… 703-455-4521

Westwood Baptist Church… 703-451-5120

Bible
Immanuel Bible Church… 703-941-4124

Catholic
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church… 703-451-8576

Christian Science
First Church of Christ, Scientist…

703-866-4325

Church of Christ
Central Christian Church… 703-971-0277

Springfield Church of Christ… 703-451-4011

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints…
703-451-0631

Disciples of Christ

Springfield Christian Church… 703-354-4994

Episcopal

St. Christopher’s Episcopal… 703-451-1088

Evangelical Covenant

Community Covenant Church… 703-455-4150

Jewish
Congregation Adat Reyim… 703-569-7577

Ohev Yisrael Messianic Congregation...
703-550-0888

Jehovah’s Witness

Springfield North Congregation… 703-971-2936

Lutheran
Prince of Peace Lutheran… 703-451-5855

St. John’s Lutheran Church… 703-971-2210
St. Marks Lutheran Church… 703-451-4331
Immanual Lutheran Church… 703-549-0155

Methodist

Messiah United Methodist Church… 703-569-9862

Springfield United Methodist...703-451-2375
St. John’s United Methodist… 703-256-6655

Sydenstricker United Methodist… 703-451-8223

Non-Denominational
Love International Church… 703-354-3608

New Life Open Bible Church… 703-922-7577
New World Unity Church… 703-690-7925

International Calvary Church… 703-912-1378

Presbyterian
Grace Presbyterian Church… 703-451-2900

Harvester Presbyterian Church… 703-455-7800
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church… 703-451-5320

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Messiah United Methodist Church
www.messiahumc.org

Check out our:
• dynamic youth group
• both men’s and women’s ministry
• wonderful choir, bell choirs and a full orchestra

Sunday Services 8:15, 9:30 and 11 am
Sunday School 9:30 and 11 am
Childcare is available during worship

6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
(near West Springfield High School)

703-569-9862

Be not curi-
ous to know
the affairs
of others,
neither
approach to
those that
speak in
private.

—George
Washington

Find us on Facebook and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/connectionnewspapers
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Ann Witherspoon
703-503-1836

CRS, Associate Broker
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member, NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Find us on                   Long & Foster Burke/Fairfax Station

NGOC DO & ASSOCIATES
703-798-2899

www.ngocdo.com

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421
Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Richard Esposito

703-503-4035
Richard@LNF.com
Service is the difference I provide

TopAgent@Realtor.com

CYNDEE JULIAN

703-503-1830

Success Built on Trust through Excellent Service!

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207

ronandsusanonline.com

Come to the Heart
of Real Estate
KAY HART
703-503-1860

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

Fairfax Kings Park West
Won’t last long!  Light-filled REMODELED home in sought-after
neighborhood. The addition of a spacious family room and
screened in porch coupled with a large trex deck creates such an
inviting atmosphere. All baths and kitchens fully renovated plus
lovely hardwoods. Give us a call for a private showing.

Fairfax Station  $685,000
4 bdrms, 3 1/2 baths. Totally remodeled kitchen with granite,
new cabinets & stainless steel appliances! Bay windows, sky-
lights & MBR cathedral ceiling. Spacious rec rm with bar area &
large storage rm. Raised hearth FP in family rm with French
doors to deck. Wonderful pond & patio in private flat rear yard.

Lake Frederick $549,900
Immaculate Beauty in Adult Community – 3 Years Young –
Shows Like a Model – 3 Large BR – 4 Large BA – 3 Finished
Levels w/walk-out LL – 9 Ft Ceilings – Gas FP – Main Floor MBR
– Fabulous Community Amenities.

CALL / EMAIL ANN WITHERSPOON
703.503.1836 ann@annwitherspoon.com

Fairfax Station  $775,000
Gorgeous Waterfront Colonial on 5+ wooded acres. Charming
interior with all modern conveniences. Updated Kitchen,
Baths, Pella windows, Hardiplank exterior, Landscaping &
new HVAC. Picturesque view of lake, tiered deck, foot
bridges, creek and in-ground pool. Private location.

Clifton  Coming Soon!
This former model home has 5 bedrooms, 31/2 Bathrooms and 3
finished levels. Hardwood floors in the kitchen, dining room, liv-
ing room, family room and on the stair case. Kitchen has granite
counters, Family room has a fireplace, deck off kitchen, lower level
is a walkout with a second kitchen, bedroom and a full bath.
Richard Esposito  richard@lnf.com 703-503-4035

Burke $630,000
Delightful 4 bedroom colonial in Signal Hill with a gor-
geous park-like view.  Lake Braddock School, walk to
the VRE, and shopping is just minutes away.

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com

Cell: 703-618-4397

TO REGISTER:
Please contact Mary Ann Plonka at 703-503-1898

or maryann.plonka@longandfoster.com

TIME:

7:00-9:00 PM

LOCATION:

Long & Foster’s Northern

Virginia Training Center

3069 Nutley St.

Fairfax, VA 22031

From the Beltway (495), take Rte. 66 West to the
Nutley St. South Exit (exit 62) towards Fairfax.
Go through the intersection of Lee Highway and
Nutley Street. The training center is located in
the Pan Am Shopping Center on the left.

Save A Date To Attend
Long & Foster’s FREE

Real Estate Career Seminar
DATES IN 2010:

April 28

June 2

June 30

Fairfax Station $850,000
SIX+ ACRES

This beauty was APPRAISED IN OCTOBER 2009 FOR $924,000 –
Fantastic buy!!! Custom Built Solid Brick Colonial featuring 6+
acres, 5 Car Garage, 4 BRs, 3 1/2 Baths, Custom quality Wood
Cabinets/Granite/Ceramic Tile/Center Island, 4 FP’s, Huge Finished
LL w/Recreation Rm/Game Rm/Exercise Rm, Pool/Hot Tub.

CALL SHEILA ADAMS 703-503-1895

Lorton $225,000
1/2 Acre Ready-to-Build Lot!

This beautiful, wooded parcel could be the perfect
place to build your dream home. County-approved
plans. Water & sewer hook-up already paid.

For 24-hour recorded information call 1-888-495-6207 x200.

Fairfax
$535,000

OPPORTUNITY
KNOCKS!

Come see this
4BR, 2.5BA
home on sunny,
private 0.6 acre
lot in sought
after Colchester
Hunt! 3 fin lev-
els, in ground
pool, beautiful
hardwoods!

Outdoor garden areas, lots of room to roam! Add some
fresh paint and carpet to make this diamond shine!
Priced below market! Clifton ES, Robinson SS!

Fairfax City $549,900
Absolutely Magnificent
Garage TH A gorgeous
property with every bell
and  whistle. 4 levels
include loft & deck, 2 fire-
places, 9’ + ceilings,
gleaming hardwoods on
main level, chef’s dream
gourmet kitchen, G’town
brick/slate patio, and much
more!!  Planning on listing
yours? Call Kay Hart This
beauty:  Under contract in
4 days. Call Kay Hart for
information about others:
703-503-1860

Laurel Hill  $799,500
Gorgeous 5BR, 4.5BA Hampton Model in Laurel Hill. Over
4500 Sq Ft of living space! Beautiful large yard on cul-de-sac
backing to trees. Huge master suite with gas fireplace & lux-
ury bath. Fantastic Finished Basement, Rec Rm, Game Rm,
dance floor/bar area & Guest Bedroom w/full bath.

Christine Zinser, REALTOR®
703.503.1861
www.ListWithChristine.com

www.5838WaterdaleCt.com
Great 3 bedroom,
2.5 bath town-
home located in
sought-after com-
munity of Little
Rocky Run. Visit
property website
for more info!

UNDER CONTRACT IN 4 DAYS!

Carol G. Ford, REALTOR
GRI, ABR, Member REBAC
Real Estate Buyer’s Agent
Council     703-503-4027
Call.ford@longandfoster.com
Timely articles updated each month at
carolfordsellshomes.net

Want to sell?
Ready to downsize?

Need to upsize?
Owe more than value?

We can help you sell!
Whatever your need,

Experienced REALTORS -
We’re ready to help.

703-304-3507
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