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Reston founder
Bob Simon
presents Chuck
Veatch with the
second annual
Robert E. Simon
Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at the
Best of Reston
awards dinner
last Thursday,
April 15.
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Great Falls
Farmers Market

Come Visit The Great Falls Farm Market
starting April 24 at its location in the Great

Falls Village Centre in the parking lot in
front of Wachovia Bank

The Great Falls Farmers Market is operated by
The Great Falls Charitable Foundation.
For more information, contact us at
GFCHARITIES@AOL.COM. Great Falls
Charitable Foundation is a registered

501(c)(3) corporation.

TH
IN

K 
S

PR
IN

G

O
pens April 24

In The Village
Centre

•Dragonfly Farms~ Fresh Flowers, Fruits, Vegetables and Wine Vinegars
•Penn Farms~ Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

•Westmoreland Berry Farms~ Fresh Berries
•On The Gourmets ~Local Eggs, Cheeses, Vegetables and Specialty Items
•All Things Olive ~ Olive oils and Artisan Wine Vinegars

•Crab Ladies ~Crabcakes
•Hiddencroft Vineyards ~ Virginia Wines
•Old House Vineyards~ Virginia Wines
•Notaviva Vineyards ~ Virginia Wines

•Jennifer’s Pastries ~ Fresh Pies and Baked Goods
•Baguette Republic~ Fresh Breads and Baked Goods
•Stallard Road Farm ~Organic Meats, Fresh Herbs and Honey
•Ole Pioneer’s Kitchen ~ Bacon, Sausages and Meat Balls

•Palermo’s Ba Da Bing Sauces ~Specialty Sauces

•Neighbors Network ~ Local Artists and Community Information
•Great Falls Citizens Association~ Community Information

The Market will be held Weekly
on Saturday mornings from

9 A.M.-1 P.M. through Nov. 20.
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News

See Best of Reston,  Page 11

I
nstead of manning their
desks on Friday, April 16,
11 volunteers from the

Reston office of Software AG,
along with a few other volun-
teers, marked Earth Day by
spending the day leveling paths
between gardens at the Golf
Course Island Garden Plot.

Heidi Clark, a human re-
sources worker at the company,
said the paths had become un-
even and pits had formed in
them. “It was hard for garden-
ers to get through and do their
work,” she said.

Ha Brock, volunteer coordi-
nator for the Reston Associa-
tion, said gardeners often used
wheelbarrows, which especially
difficult to maneuver along un-
even pathways. She said the
volunteers were saving Reston
Association members money by
doing work that would other-
wise need to be done by asso-
ciation employees.

The plot at Golf Course Island
is one of four garden plots man-
aged by the association, where
residents can rent gardens. One
hundred twenty people rent
spots there. This was the first
time volunteers had worked on
any of the gardens’ paths.
“We’re hoping to continue this
project with other companies,”
Brock said.

The volunteers moved and
flattened soil on the paths, cut
and lay down walking boards

reseeded the ground and
spread straw to prevent ero-
sion.

Clark said Software AG, a
German company, had “very
strong roots to community ser-
vice,” and the office organized
the event as a way to encour-
age employees to use their an-
nual eight hours of community
service leave. She added, “It just
seemed like a nice fit — a nice,
spring day near Earth Day.”

— Mike DiCicco

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

A
fter a Reston woman’s ve
hicle was broken into,
Officer Eric Gluekert of
the Reston District Police

Station managed to lift some finger-
prints from her car. These would
eventually lead him not only to the
culprit but also to a bolt-action rifle
that had been stolen and left in the
woods. After Gluekert got a match
on the prints, the resulting suspect
confessed not only to breaking into
the vehicle but also to stealing a rifle
from another car and tossing it in the woods after he
was unable to fire it, Gluekert recounted in a video
shown at this year’s Best of Reston awards last Thurs-
day, April 15.

The Best of Reston Selection Committee named
him this year’s Officer of the Year for his work in this
case and others. “I never expected it. I just tried to
do my job the best I could day to day,” he said of the
award.

Before each award was presented, a video was
shown in which the recipients and their acquaintan-
ces talked about the efforts that led to their selec-
tion.

Firefighters of the Year Ronald McNew and Craig
Furneisen Jr. said they knew someone was in the
house where they responded to a report of a fire last
May, because the caller had refused instructions to
leave the house. On his hands and knees in the
smoke-filled upper level of the house, McNew found
the victim unconscious and carried her out.

“Everything happened very, very fast,” Furneisen

said, adding that the operation went smoothly be-
cause everyone did just what they had been trained
to do. McNew said they shared credit with other
members of the station.

Wetland Studies and Solutions Inc. was named one
of this year’s small business leader winners for its
outreach to residents and the Reston Association in
order to win over the community after the company’s
stream restoration project became controversial.

In the early winter of 2008, many residents be-
came upset with the number of trees being removed
during the restoration, Mike Rolband, the company’s
president, recalled. “We had to have lots of meetings
with lots of people to explain what we were doing,”
he said. He said former opponents had become
friends and that he was pleased with the results of
the project to date. “It’s fantastic to watch the wild-
life improvements and the water clarity improve

Event Brings Out Reston’s Best
Nineteenth annual
Best of Reston
awardees honored.

From left, firefighters of
the year Ronald McNew
and Craig Furneisen accept
their awards, presented by
Supervisor Cathy Hudgins
(D-Hunter Mill).

Bunny Bonnes of CORE
Foundation presents Wet-
land Studies and Solutions
Inc. President Mike
Rolband with one of the
awards for small business
leaders.

From left, Imam Mohamed Magid of All Dulles Area Muslim Society and Rabbi Robert
Nosanchuk of the Northern Virginia Hebrew Congregation accept Best of Reston
awards from Curt Seiberlich of Northrop Grumman.
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Justyna Castro and Noel
Rodriguez of Software AG
work on a path in the Golf
Course Island Garden Plot.

David Boger, left, and Ernest Hardy of Software AG
move dirt on a pathway between gardens.
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Volunteers Repair
RA Garden
Software AG could be first of
several companies to help maintain
association’s rental garden plots.

Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

J
oe Leighton, who handily won re
election as an at-large member of
the Reston Association Board of
Directors, said he had already sat

down for coffee with two of his three oppo-
nents before the election results were an-
nounced, and he still planned to meet with
just about everyone who ran for the three
open seats on the board. While the election
was marked by various supporters’ emo-
tional letters to editors, cutting remarks on
blogs and controversy over election proce-
dures and endorsements, Leighton and the
other winning candidates, Ken Knueven and
Mike Collins, said they were optimistic that
board members would get along produc-
tively.

“So many of our votes are unanimous, so
that’s why it’s kind of silly to have all this
nastiness,” Leighton said.

Leighton was part of a slate of candidates
endorsed by the Save Brown’s Chapel group
that came within two votes of sweeping the
elections. The group formed last year to
oppose a proposal to build a large recre-
ation center at Brown’s Chapel Park.

Leighton received 3,152 votes. David
Robinson, an opponent who was endorsed
by outgoing Reston Association President
Robin Smyers and Reston founder Bob
Simon, came in third in the at-large race
with 1,498 votes, and candidates Patrick
Shipp and Rod Koozmin received 1,865
votes and 1,195 votes, respectively.

In the Lake Anne/Tall Oaks District, Save
Brown’s Chapel candidate Ken Knueven
won with 677 votes. Guy Rando received
629 votes, and Kevin Danaher, endorsed by
Smyers and Simon, took 351 votes.

Mike Collins, who Smyers and Simon also
endorsed, beat Save Brown’s Chapel candi-
date Peter Greenberg by just two votes to
win the North Point District seat with 921
votes. Rengin Morro received 585 votes in
that race. Greenberg has challenged the
election results, and the Reston
Association’s Elections Committee directed
its legal counsel to provide analysis of 24
re-votes that resulted from a glitch early in
the voting period and to arrange for
Greenberg to examine invalid ballots.

The candidates were elected to three-year
terms.

VOTER TURNOUT was close to 18.5 per-
cent, slightly higher than the last three
Reston Association elections, where turn-
out was between 16 and 17 percent.

Voting closed on April 2, and the election
results were announced last Tuesday, April
13 at the association’s annual members’
meeting. The next night, the new board met
and elected its officers. South Lakes District
Director Kathleen Driscoll McKee was

elected as the association’s new president.
At-large Director Paul Thomas is the new
vice president, Leighton is now the secre-
tary, and member John Higgins was again
elected treasurer.

Knueven said he thought the elections
resulted in a “good mix” of winning candi-
dates, with Leighton’s experience and him
and Collins possibly having some different
points of view. “Personally, I think the out-
come looks really, really solid,” he said. “And
with the board [officer] elections, I think
it’s a good mixture of people who I think
generally think moderately.”

He said he thought emotions during the
voting period, which lasted almost a month,
had more to do with residents’ concerns
about issues like the redevelopment of the
Dulles Corridor, Fairway Apartments and
Lake Anne Village Center than with the can-
didates themselves. “All these things were
striking emotions, and rightfully so,” he
said.

Collins said he had earned his votes by
launching a major campaign, knocking on
about 2,000 doors, speaking to about 1,000
people on their doorsteps and distributing
2,500 pieces of literature. He said the fact
that Greenberg had almost matched his
votes with a considerably smaller campaign
sent a message. “He must have tapped into
something, some feeling out there,” Collins
said. “I don’t want to say throw-the-bums-
out, but there was an element of that.” Since
more people had voted for his opponents
combined than for him, he said he still had
“a lot of work to do as far as establishing
relationships with people.”

He said his top priority would be improv-
ing communication with the community. “I
know everybody says that, but I’m bound
and determined to get radical about that.”
Collins said he intended to continue knock-
ing on doors and would be reaching out to
the Save Brown’s Chapel leadership, add-
ing that he was hopeful that there was
“more common ground than one might as-
sume” from online comments and letters
written during the campaign.

Other priorities, he said, would be advo-
cating on behalf of the community in the
planning process for redevelopment around
future Metro stations and learning how
other communities, like the Tysons Corner
area, had dealt with the coming of

Metrorail.

ISSUES specific to his district, he said, in-
cluded the possibilities of an indoor tennis
facility and the lighting of fields at Brown’s
Chapel Park. “I don’t have any particular
position on those other than I want them
to be fully vetted by the community nearby,
as well as the community at large,” he said.

Knueven said many of the biggest issues
facing Reston, such as the redevelopment
of Fairway Apartments, the future Wiehle
Avenue Metro Station site and Lake Anne
Village Center, would have direct impacts
on his district, and he planned to focus on
them. He said he also wanted to make sure
the board collaborated well and was as
transparent as possible.

“I have zero interest in politics or local
office,” he said. “Lake Anne is where I live.
I love this area and just want to make sure
we have a good future here.”

Leighton said the election results showed
that residents wanted to preserve open
space and control the association’s dues.
“Some people I talked to are liberal Demo-
crats but were not so happy with the in-
crease in dues,” he said. He had pledged in
his campaign that he would vote to keep
dues increases down to 2.5 percent per year.

He said other priorities would include
ensuring board transparency and going to
a referendum on an indoor tennis facility
to “find out once and for all if the people in
this community want it.” Also, he said he
wanted to empower the Elections Commit-
tee to look into election policies and proce-
dures, following this election’s controver-
sies, including the glitch that resulted in re-
votes in North Point and questions about
whether board members should be allowed
to publicly endorse candidates.

He added that he considered Smyers, at-
large board member Richard Chew, and
Reston Community Center board member
Bill Bouie, all of whom had campaigned for
Robinson in his race, to be “nice people”
who had “done a lot for the community,”
and he said he had supported Driscoll
McKee’s presidency even though she was
active in the Hunter Mill Democratic Com-
mittee while he was treasurer for the
Greater Reston Republican Club. The board,
he said, was not a place for partisan poli-
tics.

New President:
Searching for
‘Common Ground’

 New RA President, Kathleen
Driscoll McKee, said she thought dif-
fering ideas about how to solve prob-
lems would benefit the board. “I think
that strengthens everything we do,”
she said. At the board’s first meeting
with its new lineup last Wednesday,
she said, everyone got along well and
nothing divisive came up.

She said she had asked the Elections
Committee to review election proce-
dures and establish a code of conduct.
“I don’t think it’s appropriate for sit-
ting board members to get involved
in personally handpicking a candi-
date,” she said, adding that, although
it had been done in the past, the prac-
tice was unfair to other candidates.

She said her role as president would
be to find common ground on the
board and among residents. “I think
it is important to bring the commu-
nity together and have the board work
with the community,” she said. To this
end, she said, the association needed
to work on communicating and offer-
ing opportunities for input. She said
advances had already been made in
that area, with the board reinstating
its Communications Committee.

“People just don’t know the good
things this association does,” she said,
adding that residents took for granted
that pools and tennis courts would be
open, paths would be maintained and
fallen trees would be removed within
24 hours. “That is the level of service
they have become accustomed to.”

Retiring RA President Robin
Smyers accepts a congratula-
tory plaque from the new
president Kathleen Driscoll
McKee.

Setting Priorities for Coming Term
RA election winners and
new President talk about
uniting community.

The Reston
Association
election
winners are,
from left, Ken
Knueven
(Lake Anne/
Tall Oaks),
Joe Leighton
(at large) and
Mike Collins
(North Point).

Photos by

Mike McKee
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Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9-6
Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 10-3

703-471-7120

Around the corner from the Ice House  •  Across the street from the Fire Station
Same block as Jimmy’s Tavern

681 Spring Street, Herndon  •  Under same ownership for 46 years

Oriental Rug Cleaning & Repairs In Our Plant

FREE Pickup & Delivery for Rolled & Ready Rugs

Reweaving & Refringing  • Pet Odor Removal  • Woolgard

Same Location Since 1969

Month
Carpet & Oriental Rugs

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

MOROCCO
(Casablance…Rabat…Fes…Marrakech), SEPT. 24 – Oct. 2  ......................$2099
Includes Air from Dulles, 7-Nights Accommodations, Daily Breakfast, 6 Dinners, Transfers, Sightseeing.

COSTA RICA, NOV. 5 – 13..........................................................................................$2369
Includes Air from Dulles,8-Nights Hotel,Daily Breakfast, 3 Lunches, 6 Dinners, Transfers & Sightseeing
to include Poas Volcano,Braulio Carrillo Nat. Park, Tortuguero Nat. Park, Coffee Plantation, Penas
Blancas River Safari,Lake Arenal Cruise & Volcano Rain Forest, Sarapiqui & La Trimbina Biological
reserve.CALL FOR DETAILED ITINERARY

IRELAND, NOV. 1–9... ................................................................................................ ..........$1899
Includes Air from National Airport, 3-Nights Killarney, 3-Nights Galway,  1-Night Cabra Castle, Daily
Sightseeing, Full Irish breakfast & Dinner Daily, Irish Coffee, Whiskey Tasting, Farm Visit, Pre-Trip Irish
Coffee Briefing Party.

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr., Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center
Se Habla Español • statefarm.com

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Flexforce Professionals, LLC
818 Clinton Place • McLean, VA 22101

703-854-1820

•Finance
•Accounting
•Strategy
•Project Mgmt

•Administration
•IT
•Legal
•Research

•Marketing
•Sales
•Public Relations
•Event Planning

•Human Relations
•Training
•Graphic Design
•Web Development

Flexforce specializes in sourcing part-time employees for:

flexforceprofessionals.com

703-708-0800
11846  Spectrum Center Dr. Reston

In the Harris Teeter Shopping Center.
Directly underneath HSBC Bank

FIGHT THE WINTER BLUES!

$15.00 OFF
CUT & COLOR
First Time Clients Only

Expires April 30, 2010

RA Announces
Volunteer
Awards

A Boy Scout earning his Eagle
Scout badge received the 2009
Reston Association Volunteer of
the Year Award. Two corporations
shared the Corporate Business
Sponsor recognition.

In the summer of 2009 Ian
Rappaport, the winner of the
Reston Association 2009 Volunteer
of the Year Award donated 180
hours of free labor to the environ-
mental resource field crew.

Then, to earn his Eagle Scout
badge, Rappaport decided to help
the Reston Association environ-
mental staff again. This time, the
project was to restore a natural
surface trail, which is widely used
by commuters, dog walkers and
residents in the Glade Stream Val-
ley. Three other Boy Scouts work-
ing on their Eagle Scout projects
were nominated for the award —
Daniel Albamonte, Stephen
Emerick and Allen Millman.

The Corporate/Business Spon-
sor Award was shared by two firms
that supported both RA projects
and the community.  Accents by
Design, a Reston-based interior
design firm donated its consulting
services to the interior of Nature
House, which opened last year. Its
interiors are environmentally
friendly.

The second winner was The Thai
Tennis Organization in America, or
TTOA, which has partnered with
Reston Association for the last
seven years to promote tennis
growth and education within the
minority community. It introduces
the sport to Asian cultures within
the Washington, D.C. area.

Volunteers
Sought for
Garlic Removal

Volunteer for the Reston Com-
munity Weed Warriors Projects:
Remove fast growing invasive
plants that harm the ecosystem in
the Reston community.

Celebrate Earth Day and help
restore Reston’s natural areas by
pulling Garlic Mustard. Garlic
Mustard is a non-native, invasive
plant that spreads by seed. Each
plant can produce hundreds of
seeds, spreading quickly into the
natural and altering the soil chem-
istry. Help stop the spread by re-
moving these plants before they go
to seed. Saturday, April 24, 10
a.m.-12 Noon. Meet at the Glade
Pool parking lot, located at the
corner of Glade Drive and Soap-
stone Drive.

Wear long sleeves and long

pants if you are allergic to poison
ivy. RA will provide tools, gloves,
snacks and water.

Adults and youth ages 10 and
up are welcome. With young vol-
unteers adult chaperones are en-
couraged. This project fulfills com-
munity service requirements.

To volunteer, contact: Ha Brock,
RA community outreach special-
ist, via e-mail habrock@reston.org
or call 703-435-7986.

Week in Reston

Correction
In last week’s story, “FISH

Volunteers, President Hon-
ored,” April 14, the Connec-
tion contained incorrect in-
formation. The story should
have said that Mary Drum is
the president-elect of the
Herndon Rotary Club.
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Opinion

E
very year at this time, the Connec
tion puts out the call for photographs
of moms and their children, grand
mothers and their children and

grandchildren. Most years, we’re lucky enough
to receive a photo or two that includes four
generations great-grandma and all the rest.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 9, and once
again the Connection will publish a gallery of
Mother’s Day photos, celebrating the mothers
who make so many things possible in families,

communities, schools and other institutions in
local neighborhoods.

Send in photos as soon as possible, includ-
ing information about who is in the picture,
the date the picture was taken, the ages of the
children and sentence or two about what is
happening and the location (who, what, where,
when, why).

We prefer digital photos in JPeg format;
email them to Reston@
ConnectionNewspapers.com, and write
Mother’s Day Photos in the subject line. Or you
can mail a CD with your photos on it in Jpeg
format.

Call for Mother’s Day Photos
And Father’s Day too ...

Hypocritical
Criticism
To the Editor:

I am proud that Sen. Jim Webb
(D), Sen. Mark Warner (D), U.S.
Rep. James Moran (D-8) and U.S.
Rep. Gerald Connolly (D-11)
voted for the healthcare bill. They
did the right thing by recognizing
that this was the time to stand up
against special interest of insur-
ance companies and time for team
work with their leadership. They
are to be commended for helping
achieve this great accomplish-
ment.

However, I am perplexed by the
nasty fighting by some congress-
men in opposition to the
healthcare bill. The opposition re-
sorted to misrepresentation, omis-
sions, and lies, wrapping these into
missiles of mass distortions and
disseminating these distortions
during town meetings, over the
mass media and during radio talk
shows. In many cases those con-
gressmen in opposition to the
healthcare bill are the source of
these distortions, and they stimu-
lated the feeding frenzy on these
distortions. An intensified truth-
squad is needed to correct the
damage. The truth-squad’s work
should be done by constituents in
support of their congressmen for
taking a stand against those mis-
siles of mass distortions.

Furthermore, these distortions
have caused ordinary people to
work against their self interest. For
example, I occasionally listen to
some congressmen talk about a
supposedly government run
healthcare program. Usually, they
provide no specifics about this
government-run healthcare pro-
gram. With a broad brush, they
angrily attack (trash) anything
that is run by our federal govern-
ment. These congressmen are en-
rolled into federal-employees in-
surance program that is managed

by the federal government’s Office
of Personnel Management. Under
this program, the federal employ-
ees and congressmen have the
option to select from many private
insurance plans. Congressmen and
federal employees pay about one-
third of the premium and the fed-
eral government or taxpayers pay
two-thirds of the premium. These
congressmen accept taxpayer sub-
sidies for their insurance, while
encouraging their constituents to
fight against a similar program for
themselves.  This is hypocrisy, and
making threats of repeal and re-
place is disingenuous.

The opposition says health in-
surance coverage for 31 million
people not currently covered, cost
too much and it will drive up the
budget deficit. But how do you put
a cost on the 40,000 premature
deaths per year because of lack of
access to quality healthcare. If I
were physically present during
such talks, I would be compelled
to ask these congressmen, why not
opt out their federally subsided
Insurance program and take their
one-third payment to the federal
insurance plan and purchase their
insurance on the private market?
Let deficit reduction start with
those congressmen that voted
against this healthcare bill. Just
opt-out and save the two-thirds
premium that the tax payers pay
for congressmen’s health insur-
ance.

Col. Denver Lovett
Reston

Debt Becoming
Too Heavy
to Bear
To the Editor:

While Americans preoccupy
themselves with President

Letters to the Editor

We will also accept prints, and we will do
our best to return photos that include a self-
addressed-stamped envelope for that purpose,
but please do not send us any photos that can-
not be replaced.

Send photos to Reston@
ConnectionNewspapers.com, or mail to Reston
Connection, Mother’s Day Photo Gallery, 1606
King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

And remember, a few weeks from now it will
be time to send photos of Dads and children,
grandfathers and children and grandchildren.
Or feel free to send your Mother’s and Father’s
Day photos at the same time.

By Jack Kenny

Past President, Republican Club

of Greater Reston

N
o, not a Realtor’s license
— a U.S. Government-
issued label promi-

nently displayed in your home that
certifies that your home meets
Federal standards for energy and
water efficiency. This efficiency
label will cost you about $200,
assuming that your home meets
the standards. If your home
doesn’t meet the standards, Lord
knows how much it may cost you
to bring your home up to specs to
sell. You will not be able to sell
your home without this label.

The proposed bill in this draco-
nian approach is half-way through
the Congress having passed the
House. It is now in the Senate for
consideration. The bill, H.R. 2454
American Clean Energy and Secu-
rity Act of 2009 is better known
as the Cap and Trade legislation.

The Congressional Budget Office
estimates that this bill will cost the
average family of four an addi-
tional $6,800 in taxes. Since only
half of the families pay taxes, you
may be sure that the lower income
families will get a tax refund even
though they may not have paid a
single dime in taxes. That cost will
be borne by the middle class who
will be charged with making up
the difference: that $6,800 will
more than double.

A U.S. Government bureaucrat
– the administrator, Environmen-
tal Protection Agency will run the
program. He or she will set the
standards and enforce them. Not
only that, the EPA administrator
gets to raise the standards each
year thereafter. Here comes the
treadmill — $200 each year just
to keep your house label current.

Nothing has been said about
who or how your home may be
measured. Will we be invaded by

some energy inspector with the
bedside manner of the IRS
tromping through your home
checking your insulation, each
window for air leaks or demand-
ing to see your water bill (oops,
he already will know because he
will have been at the Fairfax Wa-
ter Authority getting your billing
data) or your electric bill? Nope,
he will have your electricity usage
graciously provided (as required
by federal law) by Dominion Vir-
ginia Power. He will want to check
the whereabouts of each of chil-
dren. Woe be unto you if your chil-
dren are off at college — down
goes your rating and allowed use
of water and energy. Think about
18,000 IRS agents to work
Obamacare. Here comes another
huge number of government em-
ployees to inspect your home and
generate higher standards: what
a way to fix the unemployment
rate.

How did this come to pass? We
can hold U.S. Rep. James Moran
(D-8) responsible for his Pelosi-
lemming vote that helped passage
in the House. We found out he
does not read the bills he votes on.
We need to remember that on
Tuesday, Nov. 2. As the bill is qui-
etly being worked in Senate com-
mittees, we can make sure that our
two Reid-lemming senators are
made aware of our rejection of the
Cap and Tax idea. It is an
economy-destroying move guar-
anteed to extend the current re-
cession and take more money from
us.

Perhaps our States-rights Attor-
neys-General will look into the
Constitution about the right to
hold and enjoy property. Once
again, the Federal Government is
overstepping its powers and invad-
ing our homes as they are attempt-
ing to do with our bodies.

Is Your Home Licensed?
A Differing Point of View

See Letters,  Page 7
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From Page 6

Obama’s foreign policy and the Demo-
crats’ healthcare mandate, the nation’s fi-
nancial affairs steadily slip into what prom-
ises to be the deep, dark abyss of runaway
inflation. Although such concerns are not
without merit, as Americans we must pri-
oritize our political concerns if we, as a
nation, are to survive.

The U.S. national debt is approximately
$12,799,639,983.01, increasing at an av-
erage of $4.11 billion per day. The national
debt is greater than the total economies of
China, the United Kingdom and Australia
combined. And according to the Congres-
sional Budget Office, the debt is expected
to grow $ 9 trillion over the next decade,
bringing us upwards of $20 trillion. But the
sheer magnitude of the debt is not the prob-
lem; it is our inability to pay it back.

In 2008, the U.S. taxpayer spent $253
billion on interest alone — six times what
we spend on the Department of Education,

or 13 times more than NASA. The Congres-
sional Budget Office expects payment on the
interest of the debt to rise to $900 billion a
year by 2019 — more than all the money
we spend on national defense combined.

The national debt is forcing the Ameri-
can people to divert greater and greater
resources to servicing the debt rather than
funding public services or, better yet, financ-
ing private innovations.  Thus, the national
debt is truly a bipartisan issue, as failure to
address the debt guarantees a complete in-
ability to finance government projects of
any kind, regardless of their breadth or
purpose. The debt is no longer a problem
for our “children’s generation.” We are feel-
ing its burden here and now. And if We the
People do not take significant action soon
the burden that is debt may grow too heavy
to bear.

JohnPaul M. Callan
Local Coordinate for Campaign for Liberty

Reston

Letters to the Editor

Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

A
ccording to an ancient
Greek legend, oracles
told the people of
Phrygia that the next per-

son who came into town riding in
an ox cart would be their king. When
a poor peasant named Gordius ar-
rived with his wife in an ox cart, the
lucky man was named king. To show
his gratitude, Gordius dedicated his
ox cart to Zeus and tied the cart to a
post in the acropolis with an intricate knot
that became known as a Gordian Knot.
Oracles declared that whoever could un-
tie the knot would rule all of Asia. Many
tried and failed.

I believe that tax policy is a Gordian Knot
for Gov. Robert McDonnell (R) and the Re-
publicans in the General Assembly. With
revenues at their slowest growth since the
Great Depression, with an increasing num-
ber of children and adults to be educated
in public schools and colleges, and with a
crumbling transportation infrastructure, the
state’s political leadership has tied them-
selves in knots by refusing to address the
revenue side of the budget. No reasonable
person expects any proposals for a general
tax increase during a recession to ever be
proposed or considered. More than a fourth
of the members of the House of Delegates
have signed pledges of no tax increases.
Gov. McDonnell pledged that he would not
sign any tax bills. But there are reasonable
ways to enhance revenue.

The knot tightened when the Republicans
declared that any fee increases would also
be considered a tax. Taken literally, that
means that a person receiving a unique ser-
vice from government would not need to
pay a fee sufficient to cover the cost of that
service. The practical result is that when a
bill that passed the Senate to raise fees for

permits for solid waste
disposal to cover the
cost of issuing the per-
mits, a committee of the
House of Delegates
killed the bill because
they called it a tax. As a
result, Virginia taxpay-
ers continue to subsi-
dize the cost of out-of-
state waste haulers by at

least four million dollars a year. The Sen-
ate budget contained about a half-billion
dollars in fee increases with two-thirds of
those rejected by the House because they
were considered taxes even though they
were charged only to a person receiving a
direct service of government.

The Gordian Knot of transportation for
Gov. McDonnell is that any reputable com-
mission he appoints to make recommenda-
tions will dismiss his campaign promises of
ABC store sales and offshore oil as being
what The Washington Post called “pixie
dust.” Any such commission is going to
point out the billions of dollars needed for
any serious transportation plan. Certainly
there will be a reluctance to call the solu-
tion a tax, but there will be a need for a
serious revenue enhancement by whatever
name. It remains to be seen if the governor
has the political courage to name a trans-
portation commission to study the transpor-
tation problem.

In 333 B.C. Alexander the Great at-
tempted to untie the Gordian Knot. He was
unsuccessful as all others before him had
been until he took out his sword and cut
the knot. Alexander went on to conquer
Asia. Gov. McDonnell must be bold if he is
to undo the Gordian Knot of being unable
to address government revenues. Failure to
act may well doom his governorship.

A Gordian Knot
Commentary
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Final Concert of the Season!
FAIRFAX SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Christopher Zimmerman | Music Director

Single tickets from $25
Call 888-945-2468 or visit www.fairfaxsymphony.org

Come early for the silent auction of works by local women artists!

2010-2011 Season Subscriptions Now Available
Call 703-563-1990 or go to www.fairfaxsymphony.org/Subscribe.shtml

Saturday, May 1, 2010 at 8:00 p.m.
Julie Albers, cello

Glenn Quader, conductor

GMU’s Center for the Arts
• HIGDON: blue cathedral
• ELGAR: Concerto in E Minor
• MOZART: Symphony No. 38, “Prague”
• BARBER: Medea’s Meditation and Dance of Vengeance

Herndon High School Theatre
presents “Bus Stop” by William
Inge on April 22, 23 and 24 at
7:30 p.m., at the Herndon High
School Auditorium, 700 Bennett
St., Herndon. Tickets are $10.

“Bus Stop” is a drama set at a
diner in the Midwest. Romance,
comedy, and drama ensue when
bus passengers are stranded for
a night by a snowstorm. More
at www.herndondrama.org.

A cast of the Herndon High Theatre ‘Bust Stop.’

Herndon High Theatre Presents
‘Bus Stop’
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To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to reston@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline
is Friday.

THURSDAY/APRIL 22
Lupus Support Group. 12 p.m. at

Reston Hospital Center, The West
Wing, 1850 Town Center Parkway,
Reston. lh@ascendcomm.com or
www.lupusgw.org.

Reston Association Tennis.
Lessons for all ages. A fun
competitive league that plays
every Wednesday and Thursday
evening, April-October. Register at
www.usta.com or 703-435-6534.

FRIDAY/APRIL 23
Tax Relief Workshops for

Senior and Disabled Citizens.
10 a.m.-12 p.m. at Reston
Community Center. Sponsored by
Supervisor Catherine Hudgins (D-
Hunter Mill), on the County’s real
estate tax relief and car tax relief
programs for citizens who are
either 65 or older, or permanently
and totally disabled, and meet the
income and asset eligibility
requirements. Qualified taxpayers
may also be eligible for rent relief.

MONDAY/APRIL 26
Chen tai chi. Beginners class every

Monday, 6:30 p.m. at the Jow Ga
Shaolin Institute, 600-D Carlisle
Drive, Herndon. First class free. All
levels and ages welcome.
truetaichi.com or 703-801-0064.

TUESDAY/APRIL 27
Public Hearing on Proposed

Herndon Budget. 7 p.m. Mary
Ingram Council Chambers, 765

Lynn St., Herndon. 703-435-6805
or www herndon va gov.

MONDAY/MAY 3
Reston Runners Women’s

Training Program. 6:30 p.m. at
South Lakes High School, 11400
South Lakes Drive Reston. A series
of eight sessions for women
walkers and runners to begin or
get back into an exercise routine.
$30. Speakers on running form,
gear, common injuries, and
nutrition. Register at
www.restonrunners.org.

Chen tai chi. Beginners class every
Monday, 6:30 p.m. at the Jow Ga
Shaolin Institute, 600-D Carlisle
Drive, Herndon. First class free. All
levels and ages welcome.
truetaichi.com or 703-801-0064.

THURSDAY/MAY 13
Lupus Support Group. 12 p.m. at

Reston Hospital Center, The West
Wing, 1850 Town Center Parkway,
Reston. lh@ascendcomm.com or
www.lupusgw.org.

MONDAY/MAY 10
Reston Runners Women’s

Training Program. 6:30 p.m. at
South Lakes High School, 11400
South Lakes Drive Reston. For
women walkers and runners, to
begin or get back into an exercise
routine. $30. Speakers on running
form, gear, common injuries, and
nutrition. Register at
www.restonrunners.org.

Chen tai chi. Beginners class every
Monday, 6:30 p.m. at the Jow Ga
Shaolin Institute, 600-D Carlisle
Drive, Herndon. First class free. All
levels and ages welcome.
truetaichi.com or 703-801-0064.

Bulletin Board

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 22
Author Jeffrey Siger: Assassins of

Athens. 7 p.m. at Barnes & Noble
Booksellers, 1851 Fountain Drive,
Reston. 703-437-9490.

Semi-Annual Book Sale. 10 a.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.Used
Book Sale. All Ages. 703-689-2700.

Artists’ Reception. 8 p.m. at South of
Market Building, 1875 Explorer St.,
Reston Town Center, Reston. Greater
Reston Arts Center and the
Washington Sculptors Group present
POP-UP@SOMA. 703-471-9242.

‘Disney’s High School Musical Jr.”
7 p.m. in Wilkins Lecture Hall,
Hughes Middle School, 11401 Ridge
Heights Road, Reston. Tickets $7.
rosedaum@msn.com.

‘Bus Stop.’ 7:30 p.m. in the Herndon
High School Auditorium, 700 Bennett
St., Herndon. William Inge’s drama of
stranded bus passengers. Tickets $10.
keh561@msn.com.

Indie-folk rocker Luke Brindley
with The Alternate Routes. 8
p.m. Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $16. www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 23
The Fairfax County Volunteer

Service Awards. 8 p.m. at Fairview
Park Marriott, 3111 Fairview Park
Drive, Falls Church. Volunteer Fairfax
and more than 500 community
members will honor 176 volunteer
individuals and organizations. $35 for

individuals or nonprofits, $50 for
corporate guests. Tickets available at
www.volunteerfairfax.org. Contact
Samantha Watson at
swatson@volunteerfairfax.org or 703-
246-3826.

The Virginia Opera presents The
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. 8
p.m. at George Mason University
Center For The Arts Concert Hall,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. $48-
$98. 888-945-2468 or
www.tickets.com.

Semi-Annual Book Sale. 10 a.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Used
Book Sale. All Ages. 703-689-2700.

Guy Zollar Opening Reception. 6
p.m. Reston Museum, 1639
Washington Plaza, Reston. A show
and sale of works by Reston potter
and sculptor Guy Zoller. Through May
28. 703-709-7700 or
www.restonmuseum.org.

Endless Cup Coffee House. 8-10
p.m. at Unitarian Universalist Church
Reston, 1625 Wiehle Ave., Reston.
With JC Reigns and the West Market
Trio. $5. RosePromotions@aol.com.

‘Disney’s High School Musical Jr.”
7 p.m. in Wilkins Lecture Hall,
Hughes Middle School, 11401 Ridge
Heights Road, Reston. Tickets $7.
rosedaum@msn.com.

‘Bus Stop.’ 7:30 p.m. in the Herndon
High School Auditorium, 700 Bennett
St., Herndon. William Inge’s drama of
stranded bus passengers. Tickets $10.
keh561@msn.com.

Folk singer/songwriter Lucy
Kaplansky. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. $20.
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 24
CycleFest and Paul’s Ride for Life.

10 a.m.–4 p.m. at Reston Town
Center. Paul’s Ride for Life benefits
the Washington Regional Transplant
Community, with 35 and 10 mile
options on the W&OD trail. CycleFest
includes bike demos, BMX stunt
shows, children’s safety bike rodeo,
local cycling clubs and more. Special
quest, Gary Fisher. 703-689-2671,
thebikelane.com or
Paulsrideforlife.org.

Great Grapes! Wine, Arts & Food
Festival. 12-6 p.m.  at the Reston
Town Center N.E. Surface Lot & Park.
More than 200 wines, 20 Virginia
wineries, seminars, gourmet cooking
demos, live music and souvenir wine
glass. Dozens of artists and crafters
plus a children’s activity and craft
area. $25 on-site, $20 advance, $15
designated drivers. Under 13 free.
Chairs and blankets welcome. 800-
830-3976 or uncorkthefun.com.

Semi-Annual Book Sale. 10 a.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Used
Book Sale. All Ages. 703-689-2700.

Earth Day Festival. 1-5 p.m. at Walker
Nature Education Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. Participate in
arbor activities in honor of Reston’s
Tree City USA certification. Live
entertainment, green building tours,
fishing activities, children’s crafts,
canoe and kayak rentals, on-site home
electronic recycling and a native plant
sale. 703-476-9689.

Virginia Hunters Horse Show
Series. 9 a.m. at Frying Pan Farm
Park, 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon.
Classes include hunters, ponies,
equitation and more. Free. 703-437-
9101.

Chamber Music Recital. 7:30 p.m. St.
Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 432 Van
Buren St., Herndon. Violinists Mark
Dorosheff and Monika Dorosheff,
pianist Marina Chamasyan.

Beethoven, Bach, Saint-Saens,
Wieniawski, and Sarasate. Benefit for
the Herndon Montessori Country
School. Free admission.
Jennifer_M_Schneider@hotmail.com.

‘Disney’s High School Musical Jr.”
7 p.m. in Wilkins Lecture Hall,
Hughes Middle School, 11401 Ridge
Heights Road, Reston. Tickets $7.
rosedaum@msn.com.

‘Bus Stop.’ 7:30 p.m. in the Herndon
High School Auditorium, 700 Bennett
St., Herndon. William Inge’s drama of
stranded bus passengers. Tickets $10.
keh561@msn.com.

Folk duo Buskin & Batteau. 7:30
p.m. Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $22. www.wolftrap.org.

Herndon Author A.M. Cormier. 5
p.m. at Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern,
697 Spring St., Herndon. Cormier will
sign copies of her new novel,
‘Mission,’ about a medical mission
team trapped in Central Europe after
a coup d’etat. The Herndon resident is
a freelance writer/editor and former
medical radiographer. Proceeds
benefit charity. 703-435-5467.

SUNDAY/APRIL 25
The Virginia Opera presents The

Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. 2
p.m. at George Mason University
Center For The Arts Concert Hall,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. $48-
$98. 888-945-2468 or
www.tickets.com.

Great Grapes! Wine, Arts & Food
Festival. 12-6 p.m.  at the Reston
Town Center N.E. Surface Lot & Park.
More than 200 wines, 20 Virginia
wineries, seminars, gourmet cooking
demos, live music and souvenir wine
glass. Dozens of artists and crafters
plus a children’s activity and craft
area. $25 on-site, $20 advance, $15

designated drivers. Under 13 free.
Chairs and blankets welcome. 800-
830-3976 or uncorkthefun.com.

Semi-Annual Book Sale. 1 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Used
Book Sale. All Ages. 703-689-2700.

MONDAY/APRIL 26
Walker’s Rangers: Spring

Sensations. 2:30 p.m. at Walker
Nature Education Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. A hands-on
nature club for ages 5-8. $40 per child
RA members, $64 per child non-
members. Register at 703-476-9689
ext. 6540 or naturalist@reston.org.

TUESDAY/APRIL 27
NVHC Speaker Series: Dr. Ori Z.

Soltes. 8 p.m. at Northern Virginia
Hebrew Congregation, 1441 Wiehle
Ave., Reston. Dr. Soltes, Goldman
Lecturer in Theology at Georgetown
University, will speak on Famous
Jewish Trials: from Jesus to
Eichmann. Admission is free and open
to the public.
ruthseldon@comcast.net.

Folk Club of Reston-Herndon: Del
Ray. 7:15 p.m. at The Tortilla
Factory, 648 Elden St., Herndon.
Tickets $11 non-members, $10
members.
ww.RestonHerndonFolkClub.com.

Colors of Springtime Preschool
Storytime. 11 a.m. Herndon
Fortnightly Library, 768 Center St.,
Herndon. Storytime for age 2-5 with
adult. 703-437-8855.

Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Stories
and activities. Age 3-5 with adult.
703-689-2700.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 28
Bee Healthy. 10:30 a.m. Reston

Regional Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Fairfax County
Health Department presents a puppet
show on best health practices for
young children. 1-5 with adult 703-
689-2700.

Sunshine Storytime. 6:45 p.m. Reston
Regional Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Please wear
something yellow. All Ages. 703-689-
2700.

How to Minimize Risks and Save
Money When Opening a Retail
Franchise in a Down Economy.
7:30 a.m. at the Greater Reston
Chamber of Commerce, 1763
Fountain Drive, Reston. $25 in
advance, $30 at the door. Light
breakfast provided. Register at 703-
291-0939 or hrosen@frannet.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 29
Author Suzanne Scurlock-Durana:

Full Body Presence. 7 p.m. at
Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 1851
Fountain Drive, Reston. 703-437-
9490.

Reading Comes Alive with Yoga.
10:30 a.m. Reston Regional Library,
11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Anasofia Monteblanco, a certified
yoga Instructor with Yogi Fun Yoga,
will introduce children to basic yoga
concepts. Stories, music and yoga
postures. 703-689-2700.

Herndon Towne Square Singers:
Made In The USA. 7:30 p.m. at the
Industrial Strength Theatre, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. A mixed
chorus, directed by Harlon Reece and
choreographed by Amy Lindsay
Litteral. $12, available at the Herndon
Community Center or 703-787-7300.

Calendar

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite
snapshots of you with your Mom and The Reston Connection
will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include
some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and town of residence. To e-
mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoR@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Reston Connection,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything
irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

W
hen the real
ization hit
John Beck
that he was

closing in on the possibility
of pitching a baseball no-hit-
ter, the South Lakes High
junior attempted to strike
down the thought from his
mind.

“I started thinking it
around the fifth inning and
I tried to keep it out of my
head,” said Beck, South
Lakes’ No. 1 pitcher this
spring.

Not an easy thing to do.
But Beck went on to achieve
the universal baseball mile-
stone in the Seahawks’ 1-0 home win over Liberty
District opponent Marshall Wednesday evening, April
14. Over seven innings of work, the right hander
struck out eight and walked none. Two Statesmen
batters reached base in the game, both as a result of
being hit by a pitch.

While Beck had first been conscious of the possi-
bility of a no-hitter in the fifth inning, it really struck
him in the dugout prior to taking the field for the
top of the seventh inning.

“It really hit me then,” he said. “I really just tried
to focus on the game [and not the no-hitter].”

Beck retired the side in order in the seventh to lift
South Lakes to the district win and also gain a place
in South Lakes’ baseball lore. The game’s final two
outs came on a strikeout followed by a fly ball to
sophomore right fielder Ryan Forrest.

“I was pretty ecstatic and all the players were pretty
excited to,” said Beck, who had never before thrown
a no-hitter at any level of baseball. “I think I really
hit my spots real well and we played some great de-
fense behind me. My fastball seemed to be work-
ing.”

Galvin Morris, South Lakes’ baseball coach, said
Beck showed outstanding control for the most part
and consistently worked ahead in the count. For the
game, he threw 85 pitches, a fairly low and efficient
number for a seven inning high school game.

“If you get ahead in the count you’ll be success-
ful,” said Morris. “It’s easier to pitch. He was on from
the start. All his pitches were working — his fastball
and cutter. He was hitting his spots well. To throw a
no-hitter all of your pitches are going to have to be
working. I’m real happy for him.”

MORRIS was so focused on the ball game’s strat-
egy and score throughout that he was taken back
when he learned following the conclusion of the
pitcher’s duel that Beck had held Marshall hitless.
He only learned of the feat when pitching coach Ernie
Herring informed him.

“I didn’t know until after the game,” said Morris,
smiling at the recollection. “As the coach I was mak-
ing sure [in the latter innings] things were set up
defensively. I wasn’t even thinking of a no-hitter.”

Morris recalled one well hit ball during the middle
of the game in which Forrest, the South Lakes right
fielder, had to run back and make a nice catch.

“It was smoked and our right fielder went back on
the ball and made a great play on it,” said Morris.
“He got spun around and everything but he made a
great catch.”

The game was scoreless until South Lakes plated a
run in the bottom of the sixth inning when Wilfredo
Corps-Ortiz, with two outs, singled to center field.
The base hit scored sophomore Nick Beaulac, who
had earlier led the inning off with a double, from
second base to put the Seahawks ahead, 1-0.

Beck, relieved that his team was on the scoreboard
and within three outs of a win, retired the Marshall
side in order in the seventh to close the game.

“Every out meant so much more,” said Beck, of
the Statesmen seventh.

Beck’s battery mate in the game was sophomore
catcher Austin Schweppe.

South Lakes, at the plate, got the two base hits
from Corps-Ortiz and Beaulac in the sixth inning.
Other Seahawks’ hits over the course of the game
came from Kevin Ball, Will Sweet and Forrest.

Beck, who played youth baseball within the Vienna
Little League, was a starting pitcher for the South
Lakes JV team last year. Occasionally, he saw some
varsity action out of the bullpen. This spring he has
emerged as the varsity team’s ace. He is 4-1 for the
season. He recorded two wins during the Seahawks’
recent spring break trip to Bluffton, South Carolina
at the BATRUP tournament. His other wins have come
over district opponents Jefferson and, of course,
Marshall. Beck was scheduled to start at district ri-
val Madison this week on Wednesday, April 21.

“He’s been throwing well and with a lot of confi-
dence,” said Morris.

The under-12, AA-divi-
sion Reston Raiders’ ice
hockey team participated at the
National Championship Tour-
nament two weeks ago. The
showcase event was hosted by
Reston this year.

The 12-under Raiders made
it all the way to the
quarterfinals before falling to
top-seed Spokane, Wash., by a
2-0 score. It was the 60th and
final game of an outstanding
season of hockey for the locals.

Reston made it to the national
quarterfinals by finishing fourth
out of its respective bracket.
During bracket play, Reston had
squared off against teams from
Texas, Missouri and Alaska.

The Raiders played one of their
best games against Spokane in
the quarterfinals matchup.
Reston played the Washington
state team almost dead even for
the entire game, getting 24 shots
off to Spokane’s 28. With one
minute left in the game, Spokane
was desperately trying to hold
onto a 1-0 lead. The Raiders
pulled goalie Jack Lalor (26
saves) in order to have an extra
attacker. But 30 seconds later,
Spokane scored an empty net
goal and the Raiders’ historic run
for the national title was over.

Once again, the Raiders re-
ceived great performances from
all three lines, which got equal

playing time under Coach Jeff
Harrington’s philosophy of
playing as a team.

The strong performance by
the Reston team wasn’t the only
thing the Raiders were proud of
during Nationals Week, which
included a parade through
Reston and a lot of great memo-
ries. Two Raiders competed in
the Easton Skills Competition
against some of the best AA
players in the United States. An-
drew Herrmann won best
goalie for the shooter challenge,
stopping all six shots in the first
round and going on to win the
goalie title. Ted Leggett won the
breakaway challenge, scoring
four out of five in the prelimi-
nary round and then three out
of five in the shoot-off round to
take the skater title.

The Raiders Team roster this
season was: Justin Cho, Luke
Collins, Patrick Fergus, Connor
Geshan, Nate Grisius, Sandy
Harvie, Jack Heaps, Andrew
Herrmann, Jack Lalor, Ted
Leggett, Conor Maddry, Garrett
Newton, Bryce Rogers, Amir
Sadikov, Michael Soraci, Regan
Upshaw and Mackie Wheeler.
The Raiders are coached by Jeff
Harrington, Mark Kuczynski,
Matt Burke, Tom Fergus, Tyler
Maddry, Regan Upshaw and
Mike Leggett. Kathy Herrmann
manages the team.

Sports Roundups

The 12-under Reston Raiders enjoy a few moments
together prior to the start of the festive parade that
took place in celebration of Reston being the host
town of the youth showcase national ice hockey
tournament.
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The Reston Raiders, shown earlier this year display-
ing their medals after winning the region title,
reached the national quarterfinals two weeks ago.

Beck Does a No-Hit
Number on Marshall
South Lakes junior right hander shuts down Statesmen
in 1-0 baseball win.

John Beck was in top pitching form during his no-hitter
against Marshall last week. The junior right hander fanned
eight and walked none to lead the Seahawks to a 1-0 Liberty
District win.
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Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9-6
Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 10-3

703-471-7120

Around the corner from the Ice House  •  Across the street from the Fire Station
Same block as Jimmy’s Tavern

681 Spring Street, Herndon  •  Under same ownership for 46 years

Oriental Rug Cleaning & Repairs In Our Plant

FREE Pickup & Delivery for Rolled & Ready Rugs

Reweaving & Refringing  • Pet Odor Removal  • Woolgard

Same Location Since 1969

Month
Carpet & Oriental Rugs

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper. For more real estate
listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Reston
2229 J Lovedale Ln............$235,000...Sun.  1-4..Christopher Pezzana ...Weichert....................703-447-1662

2262 GUNSMITH SQ..........$319,850...Sun. 1-4...Karen Kidwell...............Long & Foster...........703-216-7437

12711 Hitchcock Ct...........$615,000 ...Sun. 1-4...Christopher Pezzana ...Weichert....................703-447-1662

12074 KINSLEY PL............$729,900...Sun. 1-4...Matt Shepard...............Keller Williams........(703) 867-5442

Oak Hill/Herndon
12711 Taustin Lane............$350,000...Sun 2-4....Scott Koval ..................Samson Properties ... 703-625-3446

2527 JAMES MONROE CIR$428,752...Sun. 1-4...Gomathi Nagaraj..........Mantram Realty ...... (703) 543-5650

2520 FALLON DR...............$700,000...Sun. 1-4...Angela Mitchell ............Long & Foster.........(703) 318-0067

Great Falls
517 River Bend Road......$1,499,999...Sun 1-4....Deb Pietras..................McEnearney..............703-738-9580

McLean
1007 Kimberwicke Rd.....$1,145,000...Sun 1-4....MaryJane Kline............McEnearney..............703-963-4500

904 Peacock Station Rd..$1,655,900...1-4...........Debi Whitaker..............Long and Foster........703-402-5459

Oakton
11603 Vale Road................$579,900...Sun 1-5....Liane Carlstrom...........Brookside Realty Group...703-395-2828

10515 Mereworth Ln..........$649,000...Sun 1-4....Casey Samson.............Samson Properties ... 703-508-2535

2731 Valestra Cir................$810,000...Sun 1-4....David Aronheim...........Long & Foster...........703-579-1880

Vienna
2452 Glengyle Dr., Suite 246...$280,000...Sun 1-3....Edward Ziobro.............Northern Virginia Homes...703-477-9570

9643 Masterworks Dr ........$449,900...Sun 1-4....Kay Lee........................Weichert....................703-362-9913

600 Alma St .......................$499,900...Sun 1-4....Melissa Dabney............Long & Foster...........703-795-5923

601 Orrin Street, SE...........$569,900...Sun 1-4....Melissa Dabney............Long & Foster...........703-795-5923

2530 Bull Run Ct................$650,000...  SUN 1-4..Kristin Stone................Re/Max......................703-408-3388

8707 Southern Pines  Ct ....$689,000...Sun 1-4....Gayle Bailey .................Bailey Team...............703-350-2955

2605 Lakevale Dr ...............$779,000...Sun 1-4....Casey Samson.............Samson Properties ... 703-508-2535

1319 Beulah Rd..................$889,950...Sun 1-4....Jo Haring.....................Weichert....................703-850-9757

602 Nutley St., SW,.........$1,069,900...Sun 1-4....Beckie Owen................Long & Foster...........703-328-4129

Ashburn
43134 MEADOW GROVE DR...$1,336,697... Sat/Sun. 11-6...Carla Brown.................Toll Brothers........... (703) 323-0272

To add your Realtor represented Open
House to these weekly listings, please call

Winslow Wacker at 703-821-5050
or E-Mail the info to

winslow@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 pm.

12711 Hitchcock Ct., Reston • $615,000 • Open Sunday 1-4
Christopher Pezzana, Weichert, 703-447-1662

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, April 24 & 25

News

ments,” Rolband said.

OUTSIDE OF HER WORK at
Reston Hospital Center, where she
is director of environmental ser-
vices, Holly Norris is involved with
the Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic,
Relay for Life, the Brain Aneurysm
Race for Awareness and various
other charitable efforts, said hos-
pital CEO William Adams. In the
hospital, he said, “She truly is the
social conscience of Reston Hos-
pital Center.”

Norris, one of this year’s indi-
vidual award recipients, said she
felt that she was only providing
opportunities for others to give
back to the community when she
started a food drive at the hospi-
tal or helped colleagues develop
fund-raising plans when they par-
ticipated in the community events
she had gotten the hospital in-
volved with, such as Reston
Interfaith’s Help the Homeless
Walkathon and others. “One thing
I’ve learned about Reston since I’ve
been here is that the community
doesn’t want anyone to suffer,” she
said. She said she also enjoyed
supporting the Salvation Army,
Purple Heart and the Leesburg
American Legion’s efforts to sup-
ply modified clothes to injured
soldiers who had a hard time with
the idea of wearing hospital gowns
during physical therapy.

Observer Newspaper business
manager Katie Moore said the
Sheraton Reston and Reston
Westin Heights hotels had tire-
lessly donated gift certificates,
time and money to an array of
charitable and community events.

These included the Walker Na-
ture Center Fund Run, Relay for
Life, the Help the Homeless
Walkathon and South Lakes High
School Ethics Day and the hotels
also donated turkeys to Herndon-
Reston FISH (Friendly, Instant,
Sympathetic Help), serve meals at
the Embry Rucker Shelter, partici-
pate in the Share Our Strength
Chefs on Bikes initiative, and col-
lect donations for the American
Diabetes Association and Toys for
Tots. For this work, the hotels were
selected as the corporate business
leader award recipient.

Sami Zeitoun, general manager
for the hotel complex, said the
hotels also provided financial sup-
port for their employees’ higher
education so that they could be
successful. And he pointed out that
most employees lived in Reston
and wanted to help the commu-
nity. By helping them to do that,
he said, the hotels were indirectly
supporting their staff and their

own success. “For us, it’s not an
option not to participate and help
the community. It’s something we
have to do in order to survive,”
Zeitoun said, although he added
that it also was a source of plea-
sure.

Imam Mohamed Magid of the
All Dulles Area Muslim Society
(ADAMS) and Rabbi Robert
Nosanchuk of the Northern Vir-
ginia Hebrew Congregation were

named individual award winners
for the efforts they had made to
foster understanding between
their congregations. ADAMS now
has its Friday prayer services in
Nosanchuk’s synagogue.

Nosanchuk credited his prede-
cessor for starting a dialogue with
the Catholic community 25 years
ago and then, 10 years ago, reach

From Page 3

Best of Reston Awards Presented

From left, Doctors Michael Hasz, Christopher Good and
Thomas Schuler of the Virginia Spine Institute accept an
award from William Adams CEO of Reston Hospital Center.

Photo by Mike DiCicco/The Connection

See Community,  Page 15
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b

b
b7:45 a.m Holy Eucharist Rite I, No Music

9:00 a.m. Family Service, Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II

5:00 p.m. Come as You Are Contemporary
Service with Communion

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

 The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH- Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

8:00 and 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:30 am

To Highlight your
Faith Community
Call Winslow at

703-917-6473

bSt. LUKE A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

571-337-2022

The Langston Hughes Middle
School Drama Department present
‘Disney’s High School Musical Jr.,’ 7
p.m. Thursday through Saturday, April
22-24, at Hughes Middle School, 11401
Ridge Heights Road, Reston. Tickets $7.

Terraset Elementary School’s
Earth Day Carnival begins 11:30 a.m.
on Sunday, April 25 at Terraset ES, Ridge
Heights Road, Reston. Featuring a vari-
ety of rides, games and prizes, a silent
auction, cake walk and tie dying. Other
offerings include non-profit groups and
service clubs information tables, pizza,
hot dogs, popcorn and other snacks. $1
for three prepaid tickets or for two tick-
ets at the door. The day starts with the

Terraset Kool Katz 5k and 1k Family Fun
Runs. Contact terrasetpta@comcast.net
or 703-391-0206.

South Lakes High School and
Herndon High School are competing
for ticket sales to their respective All
Night Graduation Celebrations. The
winner will be crowned May 17. The
goal of each school is to have 100% par-
ticipation of their graduating class. The
schools will compare ticket sales weekly
beginning Monday, April 12 and ending
Monday, May 17. The principal of the
losing school will wear the winner
school’s t-shirt for the day. South Lakes
graduation date is Thursday, June 17
and Herndon’s is Tuesday, June 22.

www.southlakesptsa.org/angp.htm or
www.herndonang.org

Five Fairfax County students
were among those honored in the Scho-
lastic Art Awards competition sponsored
by the Alliance for Young Artists and
Writers. Receiving the Silver Award:
Casey Everett of South Lakes High
School in the photography category for
“Underneath,” Dan Nguyen of Oakton
High School in the drawing category for
“The Poetry of Sticks,” Jennifer Phan
of Falls Church High School in the draw-
ing category for “Without Animals…”
and for her art portfolio, Mimi Shang
of Thoreau Middle School in the draw-
ing category for “Silent Night” and

Aline Beaumont of South Lakes High
School for her art portfolio.

Artwork by Hughes Middle stu-
dents will be on display in the lobby of
the U.S. Geological Survey, 12201 Sun-
rise Valley Drive in Reston, beginning
April 15, at 7 p.m., when a reception, art
show, and sale will take place. Enter-
tainment by the Hughes Jazz Band and
students reading poetry selections. Light
refreshments. The paintings, ceramics,
and prints will be displayed through
April 30, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays.

Jacob Merlin  of Oak Hill was
named to the fall 2009 dean’s list at
Emory College of Emory University in

Atlanta, Ga. Merlin is the son of Charles
Merlin and Mary Jean Merlin.

The following Oak Hill residents have
been named to the fall 2009 dean’s list
at Virginia Tech at Blacksburg: Julie A.
Aurora, Erin E. Banks, Lauren E.
Binford, Lauren A. Burbach, Brit-
tany A. Burton, Derek M. Cassells,
Brian A. Covington, Theresa E.
Cutler, Emily K. Dougherty,
Daniel S. Drew, Jessica N. Fuller,
Katherine T. Gilbertson, Colin M.
Harrell, Kayla A. Hoefer, Cara L.
Holmes, Lauren C. Howard, Tho-
mas C. Ivey, Monica L. Judkins,
Benjamin A. Katz, Laura C. Klene
and John T. Krulick.

Schools
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

We help Seniors remain independent
and in their own home

Personal Care, Companionship, Errands, Meal Preparation, Light
Housekeeping, Transportation and much more!

• Licensed by Virginia Department of Health
• Registered Nurse Operated
• A-List CareGivers insured, bonded and certified
• Flexible Schedule: From a few hours, a few days,

a week to 24 hour and live-in
• Safe Senior (TM) Program

For employment opportunities,
please call 703-629-8828

Service throughout Fairfax/Loudoun Counties

www.anovask.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINING OF VIRGINIA
Lorton and Centreville

Call 703-409-1992 for details or visit
www.datcpofva.com to Enroll!!

CPR and Radiation Certification
Administrative and Office Management available.

SCHEV APPROVED

FT/PT GROOMER
Groom ‘N Glory Pet Salon in Centreville
seeking professional  all breed Groomer.  

Certified by NDGAA pref’d.  

PT  RECEPTIONIST & BATHER
Also seeking (2) responsible, caring & 
motivated individuals.  Tues-Sat.  Exp 

pref’d but will train.  Call: 703-830-5574

HVAC Installer Apprentice
Local HVAC co is seeking an HVAC resi-
dential installation apprentice to work in 
No VA. Exp. a plus but not necessary. 
Enjoy excellent union benefit package 
w/full fam. med, pension, training, holi-
days, vac & competitive salary. Must 
have a valid drivers license, provide 
good driving record & submit to drug 
screening. Fax resume to 703-968-7346 
or   submit    an   application   online    at 
www.SSIHVAC.com.

Licensed Therapist, FT
UMFS is seeking Licensed Therapist to 
work in an 8 bed, youth crisis stabilization 
center in Centreville. Must have a Master's 
in related field & LCSW, LPC or compara-
ble license. Provides psychiatric assistance 
to mentally and/or emotionally disturbed 
youths. Provides therapeutic guidance to the 
treatment on clinical & group process issues. 
Supervises Treatment Team. Residential ex-
perience req’d. Supervisory experience pre-
ferred. Bi-lingual a plus. Apply online at 
www.umfs.org. EOE Nysmith School

Preschool - 8th Grade
Hiring for the Fall

Teachers: College Degree Required
•Intermediate Math
•Music Teacher with band instruction

experience
•Computer Teacher
•Science Teacher - Middle School

Mid-day “Helping Hands-Recess Attendant”
11:00am-1:30pm - $12/hr.

Send resumes to:
resume@nysmith.com

FAX: 703-713-3336

P/T OFFICE HELP
Reston location. Good phone and

computer skills.  Light filing.  
Call Dee @ 703-481-1460

PRESSURE WASHER
Experienced.

Commission based.
Call Dee: 703-481-1460

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.

PT Church Choir Director
Contact Debra Krahling

www.washingtonplazachurch.com or 
703-471-5225 for more information.

LPN’s & RN’s
Homecare Agency looking to hire LPN’s 

& RN’s with min 1 yr experience for 
Private Duty Nursing.  To apply call 

703-533-3131

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST
Position for friendly, experienced, re-
sponsible person.  MUST have excellent 
customer service skills, computer friend-
ly, and want to work as part of a dedicat-
ed team.  Approx 30 hrs per week. 
Come by and pick up application or Fax 
resume to 703-830-1869

CLIFTON-CENTREVILLE ANIMAL 
CLINIC   

703-830-8844

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

DECKS DECKS

DRAINAGE DRAINAGE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LAWN & LANDSCAPE SERVICE
• Lawn mowing • Turf care programs

• Spring clean ups & mulching
• Landscape design and installation

• Irrigation maintenance & turn on service
• Landscape lighting

Call 703-433-2739 or visit us on the
web @ www.PerfectLandscapes.com

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

CLEANING

ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
ONE-WOMAN 

HOUSECLEANING.
14 Years Experience. 

Honest, reliable, 
Loves animals. 

Reasonable rates. 
703-855-3302

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Now I don’t want to make much ado
about something but, it’s impossible for an
individual with cancer not to grasp at any-
thing remotely looking, feeling, pretending
even, to be a straw. Therefore, when your
oncologist speaks (like E.F. Hutton used to say
it did) – you listen – and look; for a glimmer
of hope, a flicker of light; anything to illumi-
nate (literally and figuratively) the tunnel in
which you travel every emotional day.
Sometimes the status is quo, other times, the
news/results are less clear. There is no more
certainty. Though much is known about the
human body and how and why it functions –
and responds the way it does, much remains
a mystery, especially concerning cancer. The
effect is, “What if?” is always my next ques-
tion and my doctor’s answer is always some-
thing like, “We’ll see,” something non-defini-
tive. Still, I continue to ask my “scenario-type
questions” as I characterize them, and my
oncologist continues to answer them, as hon-
estly and clearly as he knows I prefer to hear
them.

It’s rare so far, that he anticipates and then
initiates a preemptive “scenario-type” answer.
But this is exactly what he did during my last
infusion day (chemotherapy is every three
weeks for me; each patient is different), a day
when I am not scheduled to see him, nor a
day quite frankly when I even expected to
see him (given the demands of his schedule;
splitting time between multiple treatment
centers). As I sat in my Barcalounger, being
infused (needle in arm), into the center walks
my doctor to discuss something with a mem-
ber of the center’s medical staff. He sees me;
I’m 10 feet away, approximately; he’s cer-
tainly seen me here many times before, but I
doubt (based on previous interactions we’ve
had) that he would actually know when I, or
any other patient, quite frankly, would be
present and accounted for. Nevertheless,
there we both were.

He finishes his conversation and walks
over to where I’m sitting, smiling at me, and
then while gesturing at his chest (the chest is
where my tumors are located, primarily, so I
knew what his gesture meant) says; “You’re
going great! Your scans were fine.” (This scan
information was not new. I knew the results
from a week-ago courtesy phone call I
received from my oncology nurse/research
study coordinator, but then he offered up the
following straw-type statement): “Before you
ask your question” (my usual scenario-what’s-
it-all-mean-type question which I always ask),
he adds, “this is highly unusual. I don’t know
if the medication is working or you’re just
lucky, but you’re doing great!” “WOW!” I
said. “And we can continue doing this for
awhile?” I asked. “Absolutely!” He replied.
Then he walked away, smiling some more, to
attend to other medical responsibilities. I
exhaled and started crying.

As I attempted to get my bearings, I won-
dered to myself, did he just say (and do/initi-
ate) what I thought he said/did?  Composing
myself yet again, I next called Team Lourie;
my wife, Dina; and my brother, Richard:
“Great news, Kenny! I’m so happy for you.”
“I know,” I said. “Amazing,” I summarized.
And so it remains. But I’m hardly out of the
woods. Maybe I’m out of a tree, still very
deep in the forest though. But it was news I
can live with (duh) for now, tempered by the
underlying medical reality of course, and
that’s the problem. On the one hand, it’s a
milestone; on the other, it’s a millstone.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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News

ing out to the ADAMS Center. He said the
Jews hearkened back to Isaac, while the
Muslims looked back to Ishmael, two half-
brothers who grew up distrusting each
other, and he and Magid were trying to build
trust between those symbolic figures.

“This sense of one community and the
solidarity of people is one of the most im-
portant objectives of this work,” Magid said.
He said his community had become more
appreciative of its “Jewish friends” when
they opened the door to their congregation’s
home.

Jim Cleveland, a patient at the Virginia
Spine Institute, said he personally knew the
business’s founder, Dr. Thomas Schuler, and
found his staff to be warm and welcoming.
“They’re the best at what they do, there’s
no question about that,” he said, but he
added that the company’s dedication to the
community might be less known.

THE VIRGINIA SPINE INSTITUTE do-
nated more than $100,000 and 2,000 hours
of volunteer time in 2009 alone and has
partnerships with Reston Interfaith, the
Spinal Research Foundation, Reston YMCA,
the Reston Triathlon, Adopt-a-Highway, the
Red Cross and other groups.

Schuler said most employees were now
looking for businesses with social con-
sciences and his staff was “totally dedicated”
to supporting the community. He said em-
ployees had set up their own committee in
order to participate in a community event
each month, beyond what he came up with
for service projects. One of the business’s
proudest achievements, he said, was We’ve
Got Your Back, a run-walk for the Spinal
Research Foundation that became a national
event.

Eight-year-old Jarely said Emily Ward
gave “the most awesome backrubs.”

Jalen, 10, said, “I remember Miss Emily
taking me on good field trips.”

“I just believe in giving everything I can
to these children,” said Ward, who was se-
lected as an individual award winner for
her volunteer work at Reston Interfaith’s
Laurel Learning Center for the last 13 years.
Many of the children are economically dis-
advantaged, and Ward said, “If you give
them some self esteem, some self assurance,
that will help them out so much down the
road.

She said she loved dancing with the chil-
dren, catching insects with them, taking
them to museums and splashing with them
in the pool. “Every day, I come here and I
find it so rewarding,” she said. “When they
run at me and scream, ‘Miss Emily, Miss
Emily,’ I just want to cry.”

Reston resident Lee Rau said of the Reston
Historic Trust, “It is what Reston is and the
preservation and perpetuation of what
Reston is.”

The historic trust was this year’s civic or-
ganization award winner. An all-volunteer
operation, it runs the Reston Museum and
Shop at Lake Anne Plaza, which got a grant
from the county and underwent major reno-
vations in the last year.

Lynn Lilienthal, chairman of the group’s
board of trustees, said the museum was to
educate visitors and residents alike on what
makes Reston special. She said the historic
trust also hosted walks around the commu-
nity, showed local artists’ work, sponsored
the Reston Homes tour and partnered with
Langston Hughes Middle School on a
project in which students interviewed com-
munity members on different topics.

Many people weren’t aware of the prob-
lems that were involved in starting Reston
or founder Bob Simon’s seven original goals
for the community, said Simon’s wife,
Cheryl Terio-Simon, noting that they could
learn this and more at the museum.

“People can come here and get a sense of
what Reston was, where it is now and what
it’s going to be,” said local architect Michael
Miller.

Those who commented on the recipient
of the second annual Lifetime Achievement
Award, which goes to a past Best of Reston
winner who is still hard at work in the com-
munity, did not disclose the winner’s iden-
tity as nature photographer, commercial real
estate consultant, activist and former foot-
ball coach Chuck Veatch, leaving the an-
nouncement to Simon.

“His service represents tremendous honor
and integrity and selfless acts in the com-
munity,” said Joe Ritchey, last year’s Life-
time Achievement Award winner. He said
Veatch worked quietly behind the scenes,
providing mentoring for young people, par-
ticipating in the Character Counts program,
working for nature preservation and volun-
teering through various organizations.

Simon said he respected him for his abil-
ity to analyze a situation and the way he
handled himself and listened to others. And,
he said, Veatch brought the “colossal ben-
efit” of the stream restoration project to
Reston.

“He’s really the only coach I’ve continued
to stay in contact with,” said resident
George Light.

Shawn Bethea said Veatch had conspired
with his father to hire him and then gave
him one “rotten job” after another to suc-
cessfully ensure that he would go to col-
lege.

Brian Jackson, senior property manager
at Peterson Management L.C., and Harry
Rauner, CEO of United Financial Banking
Company, said Veatch had taught them how
to conduct themselves in the business
world.

In 1974, Simon had been living in New
York but was in town for an event, Veatch
told the crowd upon accepting the award.
“We were shaking hands and talking and
someone took a picture of it,” he said. Later,
he received in the mail a signed copy of the
picture from Simon, saying, “Thanks for
what you do and what you hopefully will
do.” The idea took root, he said. “He felt
the fabric of community had to be there
from the very beginning,” Veatch said of
Simon, adding that Reston’s fabric had only
grown stronger with time.

“It’s great to be recognized by your com-
munity, especially when that community is
Reston,” he said.

Community Grows Stronger
From Page 11
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