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Rolling Valley Professional Center
9263 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
Previously Dr. Gwendolyn Jones & Associates

(703) 455-3338

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Most Insurances Accepted

Comfort Dental
Associates

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

News

FACETS gets
$130,000 in grant
money.

By Justin Fanizzi

Helping
Out the
Homeless

The Connection

F
ACETS, the Fairfax Area
Christian Emergency and
Transitional Services,
strives daily to stamp out

homelessness and ensure that ev-
ery resident of Fairfax County has
a bed to sleep in and a warm meal
waiting three times a day. Its am-
bitious mission is often solo, so
when the chance for a co-pilot
arises, FACETS seizes the oppor-
tunity.

FACETS recently received two
grants from the Freddie Mac Foun-
dation and the Phillip L. Graham
Fund to help further its goal to end
homelessness in the county. The
grants, totaling $130,000, were
especially beneficial, FACETS lead-
ers said, given the current state of
the economy.

“All of us, in this economy, are
bracing for grants to be cut and
just hoping to get what we got last
year,” said FACETS Executive Di-
rector Amanda Andere. “So, re-
ceiving extra grants shows that the
community wants the organiza-
tion to succeed and for those in
need to get the help they need.”

The gift from the Freddie Mac
Foundation was just the latest in
the foundation’s long history of
supporting FACETS, though it is
substantially more than past do-
nations. The foundation, formed
in 1991, is the non-profit branch
of the massive home loan mort-
gage corporation and strives to
create stable home environments
for families through a variety of
means.

The foundation gave a $100,000
grant to FACETS to enable the or-
ganization to hire additional staff
to support its work to find stable
housing for the estimated 1,500
homeless families in Fairfax
County. According to Andere, FAC-
ETS only had one to two people
working with 100 families at a
time that were on the waiting list
prior to receiving the grant money,
making it difficult to make an im-
pact. With the money, Andere will
hire more staffers who will be able

See FACETS,  Page 10



Springfield Connection  ❖  May 13-19, 2010  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

More than Beginner’s Luck

Springfield Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-778-9416 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

News

More than Beginner’s Luck
Key Center teacher Jennifer Fier wins 2010
FCPS Outstanding First Year Teacher award.

Jennifer Fier instructs a student.

“Winning this
award is something
that I’ll never
forget.”

— Jennifer Fier

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

I
t is one thing to build something from
scratch, but it is something entirely dif-
ferent to build it successfully the first

time out. Jennifer Fier knew this, but none-
theless proved to be the
exception to the rule.

Fier, a special educa-
tion teacher at the Key
Center, created the mu-
sic and sensory integra-
tion class at the school
with nothing more than
the support of her col-
leagues and administra-
tion. A year later, she is
running a highly success-
ful program. For her efforts, Fier was re-
cently named Fairfax County Public Schools’
2010 Outstanding First-Year Teacher award.

“This is my first year of having a job in
the real world, and I couldn’t be luckier,”
Fier said. “I’ve had lots of learning experi-
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ences and ups and downs, but winning this
award is something that I’ll never forget.”

Fier, a Burke native and resident, discov-
ered the passion to help children with spe-
cial needs while attending Robinson Sec-
ondary School. Fier and a friend were per-
forming community service through Project

Success, a school-based
organization their jun-
ior year when her friend
had the idea to start her
own group that focused
on special needs chil-
dren. Fier immediately
loved the idea and
joined the new group,
The Partner’s Club, and
soon she was organizing
social events for chil-

dren with disabilities such as prom and
homecoming. This experience, Fier said,
provided the spark that would push her
down the path that led her to the Key Cen-
ter.

“I fell in love with the work on my first

day in the Partner’s Club,” Fier said. “I real-
ized that these kids could give me just as
much as I give them. It’s fun looking past
someone’s disability to learn about who they
really are.”

Graduating from Robinson in 2004, Fier
made her way to the University of Virginia,

where she participated in a five-year
bachelor’s and master’s combined program
and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
environmental thought and practice and a
master’s degree in special education. After

G
ood behavior resulted in a fine
dining extravaganza for some
students at Sangster Elemen
tary. On May 5, 6 and 7, stu-

dents dined with mood lighting, tablecloths
and fancy centerpieces, rewarding students

Lesson in Manners
Sangster students get a taste for fine dining.

who demonstrated respectful, kind and car-
ing behavior. The students ate in a sepa-
rate dining room with soft music in the
background and dessert from a chocolate
fountain. These special meals are offered
once every quarter at Sangster

From left, Zachery Berchtold, Naomi Austin, Camryn Spratt, Joshua
Simmers and Emily Shank, enjoy the chocolate fountain while Kendall
Atkins politely awaits his turn. They are second grade students in Dixie
Janker’s class.

From left, Tarik Khan-Rafii, Finn Lee, David Blanco, Spencer Griscavage,
Kurtis St. Thomas, Edward Whalen and Michael Puglisi are in Nancy
Rowson’s second grade and Allison Jankovich’s third grade classes.
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Youssof Hanifi, left,
Eton Weber, Kevin
Mankowski, Justin

Dahl, Blake Blevins,
Chris Pulwicz and

Brian Lorn are
students in Allison

Jankovich’s third
grade class.

See Jennifer Fier,  Page 15
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Week in Springfield

Charles Riordan, 77, Dies
Maj. Charles David Riordan, USMC retired, 77, of

Farmington, Conn., formally of Springfield, Va., died peace-
fully after a long illness on Thursday April 1. He was born
May 11, 1932 in Norwich, Conn., to Charles and Mary
(Canty) Riordan. “David,” Riordan as he was known to
his family, attended the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, NY.
He enlisted in the Navy in 1953 and received his commis-
sion as an aviator from the Marine Corps in 1954. Riordan
served in Vietnam with Marine Medium Helicopter Squad-
ron HMM-364 from October 1965 to December 1966 and
HMM-161 from May 1968 to July 1969. He then joined
the Presidential/VIP Marine Helicopter Squadron, HMX-1
before retiring from the Marine Corps in 1972.

He was awarded two Distinguished Fly-
ing Crosses, Purple Heart, 60 Air Medals
with one Bronze Star, Combat Action Rib-
bon, Presidential Unit Citation, Navy Unit
Commendation, National Defense Service

Medal with Bronze Star, Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal with Bronze Star, Republic of Vietnam Service Medal
with three Bronze Stars, Armed Forces Reserve Medal,
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Silver Star, and
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with 1960.

Riordan is survived by his two brothers and sisters-in-
law, James and Virginia Riordan of Naples, Fla. and Kevin
and Frances Riordan of Tariffville, Conn.; his niece,
Theresa Shelton and grandniece, Emily Shelton of
Tariffville and his nephew WO1 Timothy Riordan of Fort
Riley, Kans.

Burial with military honors will be Tuesday, June 1, 9
a.m. in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington. Memo-
rial donations may be made to the University of Connecti-
cut Health Center, 10 Talcott Notch Road, Suite 100,
Farmington, CT 06032. For online condolences, visit
www.vincentfuneralhome.com.

Citizen Committee To Advise
On Boundary Changes

The Fairfax County School Board voted to establish a
new Facilities Planning Advisory Council to oversee and
assist with issues pertaining like school closures, new
school openings, boundary changes and facility renova-
tions.

The new council will be made up of 13 members, in-
cluding one from each Fairfax magisterial district, three
at-large representatives and a City of Fairfax participant.

Each member of the Fairfax County School Board would
appoint one person to the council. The City of Fairfax,
which has its own School Board, would select its own
member.

The School Board envisions council members serving
three-year terms. Fairfax County school system employ-
ees would be barred from participating.

The School Board is establishing the council, in part, as
a response to public criticism about a lack of community
engagement in recent school boundary decisions. School
Board member Liz Bradsher (Springfield), who has ex-
tensive experience with boundary changes as a parent,
spearheaded the effort to provide more public input ear-
lier in the facilities planning process.

Before being elected to the school board, Bradsher spent
several years fighting to have new schools built in south-
ern Fairfax ahead of the school system’s official timeline.
She and others said a residential development boom in
Fairfax Station and Lorton warranted the school construc-
tion on accelerated schedule.

When a new South County Secondary School eventu-
ally opened, Bradsher and others were frustrated that the
building was over capacity and children who lived within

Obituary

See News,  Page 5

News

Showcasing Latino Art
 John Gascot launches
website that strives to
promote Latino artists.

A sample of John Gascot’s work, a paint-
ing entitled ‘Encore.’
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Latin Pop Shop
Visit the Latin Pop Shop at

www.LatinPopShop.com.

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

O
ver the years, John Gascot of Spring-
field has wanted nothing more than
to showcase his culture and heritage
while providing support to others in

his trade. Finally, with the online debut of the Latin
Pop Shop, Gascot can take pride in knowing that he
accomplished his goal.

Gascot launched the online retail store “The Latin
Pop Shop” in late January as a way to provide a
platform for Latino artists and Latin-themed art and
merchandise. Four months later, he has assembled
an international team of painters, jewelry makers
and more and is enjoying the first taste of success.

“As an artist, I know that it’s tough to not only
produce something, but get money for doing some-
thing you love as well,” Gascot said. “I want to pro-
mote and help out creative individuals in any way I
can to showcase their art and make a living.”

Gascot was originally born in Puerto Rico to a
Puerto Rican father and a mother who was a native
of New York. Gascot left Puerto Rico with his mother
when he was 12 due to economic reasons and settled
in southern New Jersey. Despite the drastic change
in scenery, Gascot excelled, transforming his life-
long love of art into a tool for his future. He got a
degree in playwriting and acting from Fordham
University and then set out to begin his professional
career.

“I’ve always been interested in art and have al-
ways drawn or written or performed,” Gascot said.
“As an artist, your work travels with you.”

After graduation, Gascot began a career that lasted
for several years as a make-up artist, but during that
time, continued to dabble in other areas of art. One
of the hobbies he picked up on the side was paint-
ing, and over time, this hobby became a passion.
So, in 1999, when Gascot and his partner moved to
Milford, Pa., Gascot decided it was time for a whole-
sale change, and he switched his career focus to
painting.

Gascot began the new chapter of his life by open-
ing an art gallery in Milford to showcase his paint-
ings, which typically focuses on the celebration of
women and his heritage. Gascot said that he ran
the gallery for more than two years, selling the
majority of his art to weekend travelers but eventu-
ally made a name for himself in the New York City
market and
soon had celeb-
rities like ac-
tress Tina Fey
and fashion de-
signer Betsey
Johnson buy-
ing his work. His reputation even spread to other
countries, leading to opportunities like a 30-paint-
ing exhibit in Belgium.

“It was a completely different environment for
me,” Gascot said. “It was a great experience.”

Gascot lived in Milford for only a couple of years
before his partner was offered a job in the Washing-
ton, D.C. area that he simply could not pass up, so

“It’s all been really
a labor of love.”

— John Gascot

the couple moved to Springfield, where they still re-
side today. Gascot continued painting after the move,
exhibiting his art locally at places such as Show of
Hands Gallery in Del Ray. However, in the back of his
mind, he had the idea for several years to launch an
online-only, one-stop art shop that would not only
further his personal goals of promoting Latin culture
but would help other artists with similar interests get
noticed as well.

So, more than a year ago, Gascot started laying
out plans to create the website. He was not sure how

he wanted ev-
erything to be,
but he knew
that he wanted
to put together
a team of artists
using myriad
mediums and

somehow recreate the gallery feel of artist interac-
tion that had eluded him ever since closing his gal-
lery in Milford. Those goals led him to send out a call
for artists on several different social networks to as-
semble his team, and began working on the layout
and composition of the actual website itself.

“My husband saw the call for entries on Facebook
and I thought it was a good idea to have an online
gallery for Latin artists so I contacted John and sent
him a link to my website,” Colombian native and resi-
dent and Pop Shop artist Carolina Montejo. “He was
excited about my work and invited me to be part of
his new project.”

Gascot recruited eight other artists in addition to
Montejo, making sure to assemble a team that could
offer more than just paintings and make the Pop Shop
more of a retail store than art dealer. The 10-artist
team that Gascot created now allowed the website
to sell paintings, prints, photography, home decor and
accents, jewelry, apparel and other accessories. The
result, he and other team members said, is a vibrant
arts community all to its own.

“It was with my family that I first learned to appre-
ciate the importance of an artistic community,” said

See Website,  Page 7



Springfield Connection  ❖  May 13-19, 2010  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Assembly of God
Harvest Church…703-971-7070

Word of Life Assembly of God…703-941-2312

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest…

703-912-1719
Baptist

Community of Faith Tabernacle…703-455-4594

Fellowship Baptist Church…703-569-5151

First Baptist Church-Hayfield…703-971-7077

First Baptist Church-Springfield…703-451-1500

Franconia Baptist Church…703-971-4475

South Run Baptist Church…703-455-4521

Westwood Baptist Church…703-451-5120

Bible
Immanuel Bible Church…703-941-4124

Catholic
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church…703-451-8576

Christian Science
First Church of Christ, Scientist…

703-866-4325

Church of Christ
Central Christian Church…703-971-0277

Springfield Church of Christ…703-451-4011

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints…
703-451-0631

Disciples of Christ

Springfield Christian Church…703-354-4994

Episcopal

St. Christopher’s Episcopal…703-451-1088

Evangelical Covenant

Community Covenant Church…703-455-4150

Jewish
Congregation Adat Reyim…703-569-7577

Ohev Yisrael Messianic Congregation...
703-550-0888

Jehovah’s Witness

Springfield North Congregation…703-971-2936

Lutheran
Prince of Peace Lutheran…703-451-5855

St. John’s Lutheran Church…703-971-2210
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…703-451-4331
Immanual Lutheran Church…703-549-0155

Methodist

Messiah United Methodist Church…703-569-9862

Springfield United Methodist...703-451-2375
St. John’s United Methodist…703-256-6655

Sydenstricker United Methodist…703-451-8223

Non-Denominational
Love International Church…703-354-3608

New Life Open Bible Church…703-922-7577
New World Unity Church…703-690-7925

International Calvary Church…703-912-1378

Presbyterian
Grace Presbyterian Church…703-451-2900

Harvester Presbyterian Church…703-455-7800
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church…703-451-5320

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Messiah United Methodist Church
www.messiahumc.org

Check out our:
• dynamic youth group
• both men’s and women’s ministry
• wonderful choir, bell choirs and a full orchestra

Sunday Services 8:15, 9:30 and 11 am
Sunday School 9:30 and 11 am
Childcare is available during worship

6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
(near West Springfield High School)

703-569-9862

walking distance of the campus had to go to Hayfield
Secondary School, located several miles away.

The school system also saw public outcry during another
school redistricting that moved several students to South
Lakes High School in western Fairfax County. Many fami-
lies affected said they felt “ambushed” when they found
their neighborhoods would be affected by the decision.

In the coming year, the School Board will have to tackle
the redistricting of Annandale High School, which is sev-
eral hundred students over capacity. They must also come
up with a solution for overcrowding in elementary schools
in western Fairfax County.

From Page 4

News

Parents of Teen Drivers Must
Complete Safety Course

Starting in September, parents and guardians of minors
seeking driver’s licenses will have to complete a 90 minute
program with their children before the students can get
behind the wheel legally.

The course will emphasize parental responsibilities for
juvenile driving behavior, juvenile driving restrictions, the
dangers of driving while intoxicated and underage drink-
ing.

All Fairfax County public high schools will offer the course
to families once each academic quarter. The county will

provide the program at no cost for those parents of stu-
dents enrolled in driver’s education through a 10th grade
health and physical education class.

The new requirement is the result 2009 legislation spon-
sored by Fairfax delegates Dave Albo (R-42), Tom Rust (R-
86), Adam Ebbin (D-49) and former Fairfax Del. Margi
Vanderhye (D-34).

The House of Delegates passed the legislation 74 to 25,
with only one Fairfax delegate, Tim Hugo (R-40), voting
against the measure. The State Senate passed the measure
37-2, with former Fairfax County senator and current Vir-
ginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli (R) voting against
it.

— Julia O’Donoghue

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/MAY 13
Fairfax County’s Independent

Living Program for Older
Adults. 12:15 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall, 2001 Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria. Free strength
and balance classes followed by a
health seminar on Services for Older
Adults. Registration required at 703-
324-7210 or
Jennifer.edge@fairfaxcounty.gov.

SATURDAY/MAY 15
Grandparent Respite Day.

Grandparents and other relatives
raising children can take part in a
respite day from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., at
Gum Springs Community Center,
8100 Fordson Road in the
Alexandria area of Fairfax County;
and Mott Community Center, 12111
Braddock Road, Fairfax. Children
aged 3-12 can be dropped off at one
of the sites for a day of activities;
lunch and snacks will be provided
for the children at no cost to
caregivers. Activities will be based
on the theme “Quest for Adventure:
A Treasure Map of Fun.Ó ((Respite
day is for residents of Fairfax County
and the cities of Fairfax and Falls
Church. Call 703-324-3517 (TTY
703-449-1186) to register.

THURSDAY/MAY 20
Fairfax County’s Independent

Living Program for Older
Adults. 12:15 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall, 2001 Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria. Free strength
and balance classes followed by a
health seminar on Fall and Fire
Prevention. Registration required at
703-324-7210 or
Jennifer.edge@fairfaxcounty.gov.

THURSDAY/MAY 27
Fairfax County’s Independent

Living Program for Older
Adults. 12:15 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall, 2001 Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria. Free strength
and balance classes followed by a
health seminar on Hearing Aids.
Registration required at 703-324-
7210 or
Jennifer.edge@fairfaxcounty.gov.

THURSDAY/JUNE 3
Fairfax County’s Independent

Living Program for Older
Adults. 12:15 p.m. at Mt. Vernon
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall,
2001 Sherwood Hall Lane,
Alexandria. Free. 703-324-7210 or
Jennifer.edge@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Bulletin Board
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T
he first paragraph of Virginia Free
dom of Information Act, passed by
the General Assembly in the 1968,
states that all public records “shall

be presumed open.”
But the legislation includes an exception that

allows police to withhold some information.
Police officials in Fairfax, Arlington and Al-

exandria have adopted what they call a “blan-
ket” approach to using their exemption. That
means they have decided to withhold any in-
formation and document they can.

The actual reports filed by police officers
about any incident, available to the public and
the press in almost every jurisdiction in
America, are never released in Northern Vir-
ginia.

Leaders in Northern Virginia’s police depart-
ments continue to assert that most people
aren’t don’t care about the level of secrecy
employed by police.

“Let us hear that concern,” said a Fairfax
County police spokesperson. “We are not hear-

Let Us Hear That Concern
Citizens have a right to know details of crimes
in their neighborhoods and activities of police.

Editorial

ing it from anybody except the media, except
individual reporters.”

“I don’t think we have to justify it,” said Al-
exandria Police Chief Earl Cook.

It’s time to let them hear the concern, and
tell them that they do have to justify decisions
to withhold public information. Contact your
chief of police, along with your state and local

elected officials. We’d appreci-
ating receiving a copy of any
letter you send.

Police should move to make
as much information open to

the public as possible. Should they have the
right to redact some information, for example,
the name of an undercover officer? Certainly.
But withholding information should be a rare
exception, not a blanket policy. But the pro-
cess of repressing critical information under-
mines the contract of trust between police and
community, like the name of the shooter and
exact details when police shoot and kill an
unarmed civilian, as in the case of David Mas-
ters.

“Citizens truly do have a right to know the
details of crimes in their neighborhoods, not
summary information the police choose to re-

lease,” wrote Ryan Donmoyer in a letter to the
Alexandria Gazette Packet. “And the press plays
a pivotal role in the unfettered dissemination
of such essential information.”

We continue to be grateful for the service,
presence, expertise and judgment of the po-
lice officers patrolling our neighborhoods. The
misguided decision to abuse the ability to with-
hold every piece of information possible comes
from the leadership level. The police officers
you come into contact with in your daily ac-
tivities are not at fault here.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewpapers.com

Get Involved
Send a letter to your chief of police and

your state and local elected officials to let
them know that you want more information,
that police should rescind their “blanket”
approach to withholding information.

Who To Contact
If you find an incident that you want to

know more about in your neighborhood,
call the police non-emergency number or
here are the names of the official respon-
sible for processing Freedom of Information
requests for the police in each jurisdiction:
Fairfax, Sgt. James Tanler,

fcpdfoia@fairfaxcounty.gov

Letters

Disagrees with
O’Brien’s Vote
To the Editor:

As a young woman, I hope to
eventually be a mother in the fu-
ture. I just read that Jay O’Brien
(R) plans to run for State Senate
again, a seat he lost to Sen. George
Barker (D-39) in 2007.

Although O’Brien has always
touted himself as a Conservative
Republican, there is one major
vote he had when he was in office
that disturbed me the most.

O’Brien supported
mandatory HPV
(Genital human pap-
illoma virus) Vacci-
nations for girls as young as 11,
who attend public schools. There
are a host of problems with this
vote.

Firstly, at the time, there was no
research about what the long-term
results would be to girls’ health
and physiology after such a vacci-
nation.

Secondly, according to the CDC,
in 90 percent of cases, the body’s
immune system clears HPV natu-
rally within two years [http://
www.cdc.gov/STD/HPV/STDFact-
HPV.htm#Whatis].

Thirdly, decisions related to be-
havior-related vaccinations for
children should be made by par-

ents, not by the government, pe-
riod.

This vote by O’Brien was a vote
in favor of government intrusion
into private family decisions, and
as such, contradicts the values of
most of his former constituents.

I hope he reconsiders his deci-
sion to run again, as he won’t be
getting my vote.

Corey Howell
Springfield

Unclogging
Interstate 66
To the Editor:

Can anyone solve congestion on
the Interstate 66? I don’t know, but
at least some elected officials are
trying.

I’m talking about U.S. Rep.
Frank Wolf (R-10) and Supervisors
Michael Frey (R-Sully) and Pat
Herrity (R-Springfield) who
hosted a town hall meeting seek-
ing solutions to the parking lot we
call Interstate 66. The trio of
elected officials — Republicans all
— outlined what they have done
and plan to do to get traffic roll-
ing again. To end VDOT foot-drag-
ging, they are putting the bureau-
crats’ feet to the fire.

I’m encouraged. Wolf, Frey and
Herrity are walking the walk,

which is faster than we sometimes
travel on Interstate 66. If they can
remove the asbestos from VDOT’s
toes, we may actually see move-
ment on Interstate 66 in my life-
time. Who would have thought
Republicans would care about the
little guy? Hear that Chairwoman
Sharon Bulova (D-At-large) and
U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11)?

Kalia Sokos
Springfield

A Little Research
Required
To the Editor:

Last week’s Connection [April
29-May 5, 2010] contained two
letters from veterans chiding Su-
pervisor Pat Herrity (R-Spring-
field) for not telling the truth to
military and veterans’ families. I
have to ask, was Mr. Herrity de-
liberately trying to scare them by
saying that their TRICARE health
benefits would be harmed when
that was not the case at all? And
now we see letters from a couple
of Clifton residents and support-
ers of Mr. Herrity’s campaign re-
peating misinformation about U.S.
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11). I feel
duty-bound to write and let you
know that Connection readers pay
attention and expect accountabil-

ity before and after elections.
Here is my reaction to few

quotes from their letters:
❖ “Gerry Connolly has voted for

the federal takeover of healthcare
and exempted himself from it.”
This is not only untrue it is non-
sense. In fact, through an amend-
ment provided by Sen. Grassley
[R-Iowa], members of Congress
and their staffs are the only Ameri-
cans who must change their cur-
rent insurance and participate in
the new exchange that will be cre-
ated. My source on this is Media
Matters -http://
mediamatters.org/research/
201003250022, which quotes the
bill. Do they think Connection
readers will believe everything
they see in print without taking the
time to do a little fact checking?

❖ “Since Gerry Connolly has
been my congressman, the federal
government has bailed out Wall
Street, the car industry and the
health insurance industry.” Where
do I begin? The writer conve-
niently ignores the fact that Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act
of 2008 was signed by President
Bush (R) before Connolly got to
Congress. In addition, on Jan. 22,
2009, Congressman Connolly,
joined by 171 Republicans and 98
other Democrats, passed HJ Res 3

See Letters,  Page 9
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THANKING THOSE NOT

THANKED ENOUGH

FUNDRAISER

TUESDAY NIGHTS, 7 P.M.
UNIFORMED SERVICES NIGHTS

CHARITY POOL TOURNAMENT
FREE POOL FOR UNIFORMED SERVICE MEMBERS

Two Convenient Locations

WWW.BUNGALOW4U.COM

MANCHESTER LAKES
7003-C Manchester Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22310
703-924-8730

SHIRLINGTON
2766 S. Arlington Mill Dr.

Arlington, VA 22206
703-578-0020

St. Louis
Catholic School

www.stlouisschool.org

•Kindergarten (Full Day)
  –8th Grade
•St. Louis students score above

average on standardized tests
•Extended Day Program (before

and after school)
•Excellent Certified
  Faculty and Staff
•Caring and Nurturing

environment
•Conveniently located off of

Route 1 (near Beacon Mall)

Visit St. Louis School During Our
Open House

Sunday, May 16 • 10 A.M.–2 P.M.
All are Welcome

2901 Popkins Lane,
Alexandria, VA 22306

Call: 703-768-7732

COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

News

team member Mia Roman
Hernandez. “Being surrounded by
so many creative people provides
me with a nurturing artistic envi-
ronment that encourages me to
explore and learn without bound-
aries.”

Though the website launched
less than four months ago, Gascot
said that the Pop Shop is making
sales and garnering interest from
not only the arts community, but
from individuals simply looking to
add a painting to their collections
or buy gifts for friends and family.
Gascot said that moving forward,
he hopes that he can get more art-
ists to join the team so that the
offerings can be ever expanding,
but for now, he is focused on nur-
turing the colleagues he has and
building the brand.

“It’s all been really a labor of
love,” Gascot said. “We don’t have
a huge budget, so we’re just hit-
ting the pavement and getting the
word out. Eventually, I’d like to
bring it to a storefront, but for
now, our outlook is to be ever
changing. We always want to be
evolving.”

From Page 4

Website

Mark S. Snyder has been promoted
to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the
U.S. Army. Snyder, a flight test deputy,
is assigned to the U.S. Army Aviation
Flight Test Directorate, Fort Rucker,
Daleville, Ala. The major has served in
the military for 17 years. He is the son
of Charles S. and Laurie Snyder of
Meadowlark Drive, Lorain, Ohio, and
brother of Christine and Jack Corbin of
Barthwick Avenue, Henderson, Nev. His
wife, Audrey, is the daughter of retired
Lt. Col. Frank and Beverly Ogden of
Sydenstricker Road, Springfield.

Military Notes

Air Force Airman Jesus A.
Lopez graduated from basic
military training at
Lackland Air Force Base,
San Antonio, Texas. He is
the nephew of Daniel
Harris of Flanders Street,
Springfield.
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The County Line

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

L
aurie Blackburn calls the public
school where her son attends first
grade extraordinary. She isn’t the
only one.

Hollin Meadows Elementary has drawn
national attention for its outdoor garden-
ing and science program, where students
grow food and learn about native plants and
insects on the school site. First Lady
Michelle Obama visited the Mount Vernon
school to learn more about its outdoor pro-
gram last fall, and Hollin Meadows students
have been invited to her vegetable garden
at the White House two years in a row.

Recently, the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture interviewed staff at and shot footage
of Hollin Meadows for an instructional film
they intend to distribute to other school
districts around the country.

But the gardens might not survive the
Fairfax County School Board vote on the
annual budget May 20.

TWO PROGRAMS, Project Excel and Fo-
cus, were established more than a decade
ago, in part to help elementary schools with
a larger percentage of needy students. Su-
perintendent Jack Dale now says the money
used for those programs can be spent more
effectively in another way.

But what Dale’s new initiative entails is
unclear and how much money individual
schools which benefited from Project Excel
and Focus will receive has not been re-
leased. The Hollin Meadows community, for
example, is not sure whether they will get
as much funding under Dale’s new plan as
they have in the past or whether the school
system will let them use any of the money
to maintain the gardening program.

“When you are changing from an old pro-
gram to a new program, you should bring
people along and not leave them in the po-
sition of not having any clear idea what kind
of school their children are going to be go-
ing to in three months,” said Blackburn.

During county budget deliberations last
month, several members of the Board of
Supervisors called the school board irre-
sponsible and insensitive to the community
when it came to the elimination of Project
Excel and Focus, as well as a year-round
school calendar program in place in a hand-
ful of county schools.

Several supervisors said the school board
should have had a long and extensive com-
munity engagement process about eliminat-
ing such long-standing programs, especially
since they affect some of the county’s most
vulnerable children.

“I hold three public hearings when a gas
station wants to change the color of its aw-
ning. This is a policy shift of much more
importance,” said Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-
Lee).

Many of the details about the school

system’s new initiative for at-
risk students were fuzzy be-
cause the schools were not
sure how much funding they
would receive from the
county or the Virginia govern-
ment, said school board mem-
ber Janie Strauss
(Dranesville).

“It would have been great
to let people know what was
happening in February, but
we didn’t know how much
money we were going to get
and it looked pretty bad,” said
Strauss.

Last year, school board
members voted to use federal
stimulus money to fund
Project Excel, which provides
an extended school day on
Mondays at 16 elementary
schools. The supervisors
should have known that the
stimulus money was limited
and would run out at the end
of next year, said several
school board members.

Dale and many school
board members also pointed
out that the most significant
funding that elementary
schools with students in pov-
erty receive comes in the form
of a lower staff-to-student ra-
tio, which will not be
changed.

Still, several members of
the community said they felt
“ambushed” by the change
and supervisors found the
timeline too condensed for
such a major change.

During a public hearing in
January, the Fairfax Area
League of Women Voters com-
plained about the school
system’s budget documents
being “opaque” and said the
organization had a hard time parsing out
how the school system was spending money.
The Fairfax Education Association and
Fairfax County Council of PTAs aired
concerns about responsiveness.

“There is no open dialogue. That is not
how the school system works,” said Arthur
Lopez, incoming chair of the schools’ mi-
nority student achievement oversight citi-
zen advisory committee.

But many school board members contend
that Dale’s new initiative for students in
poverty will reach more needy students. The
superintendent plans to boost funding for
students who are poor and need to learn
English from $20 million to $30 million next
year.

“Overall, we will be spending more
money than we are now,” said Dale.

Of the new money, about $5.4 million will

be distributed across schools strictly based
on the number of needy students they have.

Dale said schools with many poor stu-
dents would receive more funding than a
school with few or no poor students. But
every school with poor students would re-
ceive extra financial assistance.

For the first time, the school system will
also be providing extra staff to high schools
based on the number of poor students en-
rolled.

“Everyone will receive funding related to
poverty,” he said.

The school system will also use $4.3 mil-
lion to help a list of 29 “priority schools”
close the achievement gap. These schools
are not necessarily those with the most chal-
lenging demographics and include those
who suffer from low test scores and a wide
achievement gap between white or Asian

students and other minorities.
According to a written pro-

posal, extra funding could be
provided for literacy coaches
and instructional coaches and
to enroll all eligible 4-year
olds in the Head Start pro-
gram. Instead of providing an
extended day or year-round
school year to all students at-
tending a particular school,
individual pupils could also
be asked to start school early
in August if their academic
achievement is lacking.

DALE and several school
board members said the three
current programs are static
and limited. Those schools
that were initially enrolled in
the Excel, Focus and year-
round calendar programs a
decade ago are still the only
ones receiving the services.

Demographic changes over
the last few years have also
meant that those schools with
largest number of poor stu-
dents and the lowest achieve-
ment rates now are not nec-
essarily the ones where Excel
and year-round calendar are
in place.

“Once a school was in the
program, the school was al-
ways in the program. And no
one else could get into the
program,” said School Board
member Stu Gibson (Hunter
Mill).

The Excel, Focus and year-
round calendar programs
were also only in place in el-
ementary schools. Dale’s new
plan would give extra fund-
ing to middle schools –
Hughes, Sandburg, Whitman,
Glasgow, Herndon and Poe –
because they have high levels
of poverty.

Finally, Dale said there was
no compelling evidence that
Excel, Focus or a year-round

calendar was boosting achievement. When
comparing schools that had those three pro-
grams with similar schools that didn’t, the
school system saw no difference in aca-
demic achievement, said Dale.

BUT some individual schools have seen tre-
mendous results, said school board mem-
bers and parents.

In addition to Hollin Meadows, Graham
Road – which has the Excel, Focus and year-
round calendar programs – has been nation-
ally recognized.

And even though Hollin Meadows is listed
a “priority school,” it isn’t clear that it will
receive the same level of extra funding it
does now, said Blackburn.

“My concern is that it is May and all we
have seen is an outline of an outline,” said
Blackburn.

Changes Coming for Schools with Poor Students
Many call process for changing
programs for needy students flawed. Schools Affected

Many needy schools currently receive extra funding and support through
the Project Excel, Focus and year-round calendar programs. The school board
is likely to eliminate all three programs and replace them, in part, with a
“priority schools” initiative.

Those campuses that would receive extra funding as a “priority school”
are not the same as those who received funding under Excel, Focus and year-
round calendar.

School Excel Focus Year-Round Priority
School

Annandale Terrace Elementary Yes No Yes No
Beach Tree Elementary No No No Yes
Brookfield Elementary No No No Yes
Bucknell Elementary Yes No No Yes
Bull Run Elementary No No No Yes
Cameron Elementary Yes No No No
Centre Ridge Elementary No No No Yes
Clearview Elementary No No No Yes
Cunningham Park Elementary No No No Yes
Crestwood Elementary No No No Yes
Daniels Run Elementary No Yes No No
Dogwood Elementary Yes No Yes Yes
Dranesville Elementary No No No Yes
Fort Belvoir Elementary Yes No No No
Fort Hunt No Yes No No
Forest Edge Elementary No Yes No No
Franconia Elementary No No Yes No
Glen Forest Elementary Yes No Yes No
Graham Road Elementary Yes Yes Yes No
Groveton Elementary Yes No No No
Halley Elementary Yes No No No
Herndon Elementary No No No Yes
Hollin Meadows Elementary Yes Yes No Yes
Hutchinson Elementary Yes No No No
Hunter Woods Elementary No No No Yes
Hybla Valley Elementary Yes No No Yes
Kent Gardens Elementary No Yes No No
King’s Glen Elementary No No No Yes
Lake Anne Elementary No Yes No No
London Towne Elementary Yes No No Yes
Mount Eagle Elementary Yes No No No
Mt. Vernon Woods Elementary Yes No No Yes
Parklawn Elementary Yes No Yes No
Pine Spring Elementary Yes Yes No No
Providence Elementary No Yes No No
Riverside Elementary Yes Yes No Yes
Rose Hill Elementary No No No Yes
Timber Lane Elementary No No Yes No
Sleepy Hollow Elementary No Yes No No
Stenwood Elementary No Yes No No
Washington Mill Elementary No No No Yes
Westlawn Elementary Yes No No No
Woodlawn Elementary Yes No No Yes
Weyanoke Elementary Yes No No No
Woodley Hills Elementary Yes Yes No No
Woodburn Elementary No Yes No No
Hughes Middle* No No No Yes
Sanburg Middle* No No No Yes
Whitman Middle* No No No Yes
Glasgow Middle* No No No Yes
Twain Middle* No No No Yes
Herndon Middle* No No No Yes

*Project Excel, Focus and the year-round calendar program does not exist at the
middle school level but middle schools are included under the “priority school” plan.
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Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop
YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA
20% OFF NON SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 5/19/10

Clothing • Furniture • Housewares
Not valid with other discounts or sales.

Clothes, Shoes & Purses
Saturday, 5/15/10

10 a.m.-6 p.m.

50% Off
SUPER SATURDAY

$1
Tuesday, 5/18/10

10 a.m.-6 p.m.

DOLLAR DAZE
Exercise Clothing

Not valid with other discounts or sales.

Each

Visit Our New Website www.CravensNursery.com

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff

No Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost

Fill Material

$24.99 cu. yd.

$2.89
2 cu. ft.

$3.39
3 cu. ft.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66
(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Thousands &
Thousands of

Perennials
Just Arrived!

Landscape Design
Services Available

60-75%
OFF
Pots

Impatiens
Regularly $1.89

Now

.97¢

Most
2009
Trees &
Shrubs

50%
OFF

New
Shipments

of
Flowering
Tropicals
& Citrus

Hibiscus
Oranges

Tangerines
Lemons

Herbs
Over 100
varieties

$2.49
& up

Evergreen
Screening
Evergreen
Screening

Topsoil
$1.89 bag

Hanging
Baskets

$3 OFF

Hanging
Baskets

$3 OFF

1 Gallon

Tomatoes

$3.99

1 Gallon

Tomatoes

$3.99

1 Gallon

Tomatoes

$3.99

1 Gallon

Tomatoes

$3.99

1 Gallon

Tomatoes

$3.99

From Page 6

Letters

against further bailout funding. [Go to
http://www.govtrack.us/congress and en-
ter “HJ Res 3” in the Bill Search field.] Gerry
Connolly voted to reform Wall Street and
rein in these so-called “masters of the uni-
verse” who have little regard for the health
of our nation’s economy. How would Mr.
Herrity vote on this matter when his party
is fighting right now to kill Wall Street re-
form legislation? As for bailing out “the
health insurance industry” — really? I didn’t

know they needed bailing out since they
spent an estimated $80 million opposing the
health care reform legislation. I am sure this
was an unintentional error on the part of
the writer but this is often what comes from
making sweeping statements that try to turn
complex and far-reaching issues into sound
bites.

❖ “He has done nothing to ease our tax
burden.” Congressman Connolly is one of
the few Democrats who support keeping the
Bush tax cuts intact; he also voted for legis-
lation that is giving tax cuts and tax credits

to a majority of Americans this year. And
when they talk about Mr. Herrity’s record
of voting against taxes, do they protest too
much? I can’t vouch for the content but his
primary opponent, Keith Fimian (R), has an
entire website entitled “Herrity Hikes
Taxes.”

Yes, I support Congressman Connolly as
the 11th District’s representative to Con-
gress. He is respected on Capitol Hill as an
independent voice in Congress, brings
proven expertise on issues affecting local
and state governments, is a strong advo-

cate for reducing the federal deficit, and he
is promoting Telework to increase produc-
tivity and reduce traffic congestion in our
area. Though writing this letter took time
and research on the web, it was worth it to
sign a letter I know is more than repeated
rhetoric. If candidates and their supporters
want to win elections shouldn’t we expect
them to campaign with existing facts in-
stead of making up their own?

Barbara Tuset
Fairfax Station
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Burke Lake Park
Saturday, May 22nd, 2010

Join Us for a 5K Fun Run
or a 5K or 1-mile Walk!

Check-in begins at 8:30am

For more Information and to register visit our
website at www.afdcrunandwalk.kintera.org

Adults: $35
Children 10-17: $35

Children 9 and under: Free

FIDO 5K AND WAG AND WALK
ALZHEIMER’S FAMILY DAY CENTER’SALZHEIMER’S FAMILY DAY CENTER’S

New Location outside Springfield Mall

Top Nail 2 SpaTop Nail 2 Spa
THE BEST SALON

6701-U Loisdale Road
Springfield, VA 22150

703.922.8585
www.topnail2spa.vpweb.com

Open hours: 10am-7pm (Mon-Fri)  • 11am-6pm (Sat) • Closed Sunday

$500
OFF

any Ful l  Set

$300
OFF

any Fi l ls
One coupon per customer per visit. Please present coupon for discount. One coupon per customer per visit. Please present coupon for discount.

to provide housing solutions more quickly and in
turn, shrink the wait list faster. The new staffers will
also be able to negotiate with landlords regarding
late rent, find families reduced rent or alternative
housing options and help them to find housing sub-
sidies.

“The Freddie Mac Foundation is committed to
helping our community’s vulnerable children and
families succeed. Having a place to call home is fun-
damental to making this a reality,” said Foundation
President and CEO Ralph F.
Boyd. “FACETS is helping
lead the way to eliminate
homelessness in Fairfax
County, and we’re pleased to
be supporting their tremen-
dous work.”

The other grant, given by
The Phillip L. Graham Fund,
was a donation of $30,000
to bolster FACETS’ techno-
logical infrastructure in or-
der to operate more effi-
ciently. Named for the late president of the Wash-
ington Post Company, the Philip L. Graham Fund
devotes its resources to the betterment of the Wash-
ington, D.C., metropolitan area by awarding several
million dollars in grants annually to groups provid-
ing educational, social, community, and arts pro-
grams and services in and around Washington, D.C.

According to Andere, the grant is covering the cost
of purchasing two new computer databases that will
more effectively track FACETS’ 5,000 clients and
3,000 volunteers. Andere said that FACETS’ volun-
teer corps provided nearly 39,000 hours of service
last year, and while that number is impressive, keep-

“Receiving extra grants
shows that the community
wants the organization to
succeed.”

— Amanda Andere, FACETS,
executive director

News

ing track of volunteers and clients can be difficult.
So, the new databases will allow FACETS’ staffers to
organize volunteers more effectively so that when
their service is needed, the appropriate volunteer can
be called upon quickly. Also, the databases will make
it easier to keep an up-to-date catalog of all of FAC-
ETS’ clients so that they when the clients are in need,
FACETS staffers can pull up their information quickly
and offer an expedient solution.

“With 3,000 volunteers, it’s hard to track them all
on a spreadsheet,” Andere said. “Now, we will be able
to instantly grab a volunteer when they are needed.

For example, if we need a
volunteer that speaks Arabic
to interpret for one of our
clients, we can go in the
database and pull him or her
out. We won’t be losing time
[searching for volunteers]
anymore.”

Andere said that the
grants were awarded at the
end of 2009, but that the
money is just starting to
make its way into FACETS’

hands. Though FACETS’ has not had much time to
put the money to work, Andere said that it is already
having an impact on their efforts and has already
aided in putting families in stable housing. The mis-
sion may not be close to complete, she said, but ev-
ery bit helps and these two grants are just the latest
example.

“Our goal is to put an end to the county’s shelter
waitlist,” Andere said. “These important grants are
helping us do this by dramatically changing the way
we deliver services to the homeless. Already we’re
seeing very positive results with fewer homeless wait-
ing.”

FACETS Gets $130K in Grants
From Page 2

Youth Concert
The West Springfield Area Orchestra presented a concert at
Keene Mill Elementary School on April 27, and 7 p.m. The orches-
tra is made up of kids from Orange Hunt, Cardinal Forest, Keene
Mill and Kings Glen elementary schools and meets on Monday

afternoons from January-April. The orchestra is conducted by Amanda Scheetz, Fairfax
County orchestra teacher.
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Fine Arts

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/MAY 13
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Afternoon Book Discussion Group.
1 p.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Call for title.
Adults. 703-249-1520.

FRIDAY/MAY 14
“Anything Goes.” 7:30 p.m. at South

County Secondary School, 8501
Silverbrook Road, Lorton. Cole
Porter’s classic musical with a cast of
50 students, by the South County
Theatre Department. $10, seniors $9.
703-446-1591 or
www.southcountytheatre.org.

Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Springfield Burke Relay for Life.
7:30 p.m. at 6100 Rolling Road,
Springfield. A fund-raising event for
the American Cancer Society.
ww.SpringfieldBurkeRelay.org.

SATURDAY/MAY 15
Concerts from Kirkwood: the

Vocal Arts Society 2009
Winners. 3 p.m. at Kirkwood
Presbyterian Church, 8336 Carrleigh
Parkway, Springfield. Sopranos
Aundi Marie Moore and Jennifer
Holbrook, pianist R. Timothy

See Calendar,  Page 14

Calendar

‘The Dancer’ by Deena
Hulker-Sanks

Hunkler-Sanks
Exhibits in
Occoquan

A
rtist Deena Hunkler-
Sanks’ oil paintings are
on exhibit through
Sunday, June 6 at The

Loft Gallery in Historic Occoquan.
[www.theloftgallery.org] She is on
the board and active with Spring-
field Art Guild since 2006. She is
a member of The Art League Bin
Gallery and has been juried into
shows there several times. An
artist’s reception is Saturday, May
8, from 1-4 p.m. The Loft Gallery
is located at 313 Mill St.
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Sports
Springfield Connection Sports Editor Reed Albers

703-224-3014 or  ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com

Windy Affair for Local Crews
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A Lake Braddock girls’ eights boat works its way down the Occoquan River’s windy course at the Virginia
Scholastic Rowing Championships on May 8.

Virginia Scholastic Rowing Championship
Finals postponed due to high winds.

Week in Sports

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

O
n Saturday, May 8, the
1,400 rowers at the Vir-
ginia Scholastic Rowing
Championship Finals on

May 8 might have been from 30 dif-
ferent Virginia, Maryland and D.C.
schools, but they all shared one
thought on the Occoquan River’s race
course in Lorton.

Curse this darned wind.
“It was just really rough out there

on the race course,” W.T. Woodson
men’s first eights coxswain Wade Price
said.

Gusting winds from isolated rain-
storms moved through the area and
wreaked havoc on the race course.
The winds were strong enough that
broke the event’s starting grid and
forced all races to begin with floating
starts.

In addition to the floating starts, the
wind gusts were headed down the
course, toward the boats’ helms.

“The races were slow because there
was just so much wind,” Robinson jun-
ior Emily Martin said.

“The races were slow
because there was just
so much wind.”

— Emily Martin

The weather woes also forced race offi-
cials to postpone the Virginia state title races
until May 22. But that didn’t keep area
schools from turning in strong performances
during the event’s preliminary heats.

The West Springfield crew team entered
the meet with high hopes for a strong per-
formance.

“We were expected
to have a fighting
chance with some of
the other crews,”
coach Matt Petty said.
“But weather may
have affected how
they ran.”

The men’s first
eight finished fifth in
their heat with a time of 6:00.5.

“My guys went out and said they had a
good race,” he said. “But the conditions
weren’t as good as they hoped for.”

Petty, however, didn’t want to put all the
blame on the weather.

“There’s no excuse,” he said. “[The
weather excuse] is slightly justified, and it
may have had a little effect on their race.”

Petty’s rowers conceded that the windy
conditions affected their performances.

“The line-ups were hard to get even,” jun-

ior Dustin Danis said. “It didn’t affect the
races too much, but the wind factored in.
Our race might have been different with-
out the wind.”

THE FLOATING starts also created an ad-
vantage for some teams.

“It took about 300 meters just to get the
boats lined up,” junior Hunter Briggs said.
“When we did get started, it wasn’t always
even. It made a difference in the race.”

Battling the wind isn’t new to the West
Springfield men’s first eight. Danis said his

teammates faced
similar conditions
during the season,
but because of his
team’s make-up,
rowing through wind
is a considerable
challenge.

“We’re usually able
to get through it,” he

said. “But the wind was just constantly on
us. It was like a wall. We’re a light crew, so
it was pretty hard to get through it.”

The Lake Braddock crew team competed
at the event, earning a fourth place finish
in the women’s second eights heat, and a
third place finish in the men’s second eights
heat.

The Bruins’ main boats also found some
success at the event. The Braddock girls’ first
eights boat took third in their heat and the
boys’ first eights crew took fifth in their heat.

Drechsel Leads
Hawks to Victory

Hayfield pitcher Justin Drechsel
made the first six innings a struggle
for the Yorktown baseball team and
entered the bottom of the seventh
with a 5-1 lead. Drechsel had al-
lowed just five hits while striking out
six during the May 7 contest at
Greenbrier Park, but his pitch count
had crossed into triple digits.

After a leadoff walk, Hayfield
head coach Jimmy Linza ap-
proached the mound to talk to talk
to his junior right-hander. Drechsel
responded by retiring the next two
Patriot batters and was one strike
away from ending the game against
Yorktown’s James Overbeek. But
Overbeek kept the Patriots alive
with a run-scoring double, setting
the table for slugger Shaun Wood.

The left-handed-hitting Wood had
hit an opposite-field home run in the
fourth inning and flew out to the
warning track in left field during the
fifth. With Yorktown fighting to stay
alive, Wood once again showed off
his prodigious power, belting
Drechsel’s 142nd pitch of the
evening into the parking lot beyond
the right-field wall. Hayfield hung
on, however, as reliever Cory Spera
came on to get the final out of a 5-4
Hawks victory.

Drechsel picked up the win, allow-
ing four earned runs and seven hits
over 6 2/3 innings.

“He’s a bulldog and when he
wants it, he’s got the talent to do
it,” Linza said. “He’s very competi-
tive. It was as close as it was because
of his coach, not because of him.”

Linza said he should have pulled
Drechsel earlier.

“He talked me out of it and I will
learn my lesson from that,” Linza
said.

Yorktown defeated Hayfield 10-5
during the teams’ earlier meeting on
April 14. The first time the teams
played, Hayfield took an early lead
and then “kind of blew apart defen-
sively and on the mound,” Linza
said. “We knew we can’t give a good
team like that extra anything —
strikes or outs. We worked hard to
tighten things up and I think our
defense and our pitching was out-
standing tonight.”

Hayfield’s Brandon Bender hit a
solo home run in the second inning,
putting the Hawks ahead 3-0.

The win improved Hayfield’s
record to 13-6. The Hawks are 4-6
since their school-record 9-0 start.

— Jon Roetman
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Sports

Lady Tarheels AAU
Team Seeks Players

The Lady Tarheels Amateur Athletic Union bas-
ketball team is seeking players between the ages
of 15 and 17 for their travel teams.

For more information, call coach Edwards at
571-490-2147 or coach Watson at 571-243-4142.

Local Gymnasts Qualify
for National Competition

Four local gymnasts from Capitals Gymnastics
in Burke recently qualified to competed at the
United States Gymnastics Associations National
Level meets in Dallas on May 6.

Erin Buchanan (Haymarket), Leah Slobodin
(West Potomac), Katie O’Rourke (Springfield)
and Lia Salzano (Centerville) will be represent-
ing Capital Gymnastics at the event.

Slobodin, O’Rourke and Buchanan also quali-
fied for the Junior Olympic Nationals where 56
top qualifiers nationwide will compete.

West Springfield To Host
Sports Physicals

On June 10, at 5:30 p.m., West Springfield High
School will conducting sports physicals for the

2010-11 school year.
Pre-registration is $40 and walk-in appoint-

ments are available for $50. There will be limited
walk-in appointments, so pre-registration is ad-
vised.

Students can register online at www.fcps.edu/
supt/activities/atp/ppeoverview.htm.

Proceeds will benefit the FCPS Athletic Train-
ing Program and help pay for athletic training sup-
plies for West Springfield.

Cooley Football Camp
June 5-6 at Fairfax H.S.

Washington Redskins tight-end Chris Cooley
will offer his annual Old Spice Chris Cooley Foot-
ball Camp on June 5 and June 6, from 9:30 a.m.-
1 p.m., at Fairfax High School.

The camp is open to all boys and girls from ages
7-14.

Cooley will be on site to direct the activities
and provide instruction to campers. The camp also
features a selection of the top prep and collegiate
coaches in the Washington, D.C. area.

The cost of the camp is $199. Additional infor-
mation can be found at
www.chriscooleycamp.com or by calling 513-793-
CAMP.

Bruins, Spartans Lax Go to Regions

Classes & Workshops

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

T
he Lake Braddock boys’ lacrosse team se-
cured a berth in the Northern Region la-
crosse playoffs next week with an over-
time win over district rival Lee on May 6.

During the overtime period, forward Kirk Tobias
scored after defender Steven
Puffenbarger cleared a Lee at-
tacking attempt.

The Bruins’ 9-8 victory
avenges an earlier loss in the sea-
son to Lee

“We were much better offen-
sively than last time,” head coach
Steve Price said. “We controlled
the ball much better and had about six or seven min-
utes more time of possession. That was the differ-
ence.”

Lake Braddock’s run in the Patriot District tourna-
ment ended with a 12-7  loss to W.T. Woodson on
May 10.

Woodson junior attacker Neal Cormier led the
Cavaliers with five goals and one assist in the game.

Price said the Bruins’ performance in their match
with Woodson isn’t necessarily reflected by the final
score. “It was a 2-1 ball game after the first quarter,”
he said. “It was 5-3 at the half. It was very close. We
schemed up some defensive stuff where we were

Lake Braddock upsets
Lee, West Springfield falls
in semis to Annandale.

shutting their best player off.”
W.T. Woodson will play Annandale on May 14 for

the Patriot District Championship at Lee High School.
The Bruins will play the winner of the Concorde Dis-
trict tournament final on May 14 between Chantilly
and Robinson.

Patriot District frontrunner West Springfield suf-
fered a setback on May 10 then they endured a 11-8
loss to Annandale in the Patriot District tournament
semi-finals.

This was the second meeting between the Spar-
tans and Atoms this season, with West Springfield
taking the first meeting by a score of 8-5 on April 4.

“It’s the second time we’ve faced them this year,”
head coach Scott Settar said. “It was a close game

the first time and it turned out
to be another close one.”

A combination of spotty of-
fense and defense hurt the
Spartans in their Patriot District
tournament match with the At-
oms.

“We don’t feel like we brought
our ‘A’ game,” Settar said. “We

had a difficult time possessing the ball on offense. It
just didn’t seem like our offense was in synch the
whole time. We didn’t play good team defense which
we usually do.”

The loss doesn’t end the season for Settar’s Spar-
tans, but it does put his team in a challenging posi-
tion. Teams from the Patriot District will be matched
with teams from the Concorde District, meaning the
now third-seeded Spartans will have to go through
either Chantilly or Robinson if they want to win the
Northern Region title.

“We have one of the most difficult pathways being
the third placed team now,” Settar said.

5 Qs With West Springfield
baseball player Charlie Morgan
Q: So what’s your walk-up music?

A: My walk-up song right now is “Sad but true” by Metallica.
It just gets me in the zone, especially the
guitar part.

Q: If you could be any athlete for
a day, who?

A: Barry Bonds. To me he is the best
baseball player of all time.

Q: What made you fall in
love with baseball?

A: My dad was the an-
nouncer for the Prince William
Cannons for 13 years, so I just
grew up around the game.

Q: So what do you like
to do on the weekends
when you’re not paying
baseball.

A: I play some video games. The
sports games gets real competitive
with the guys on the team.

Q: How “competitive”?
A: The most heated game we have going is probably MLB

2k10. It gets intense. There’s broken controllers, holes in the
wall, but it’s all in good fun.

— Reed S. Albers
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Military Notes

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Army Pfc. Somsack Vongvirath
has graduated from basic combat train-
ing at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. He
is the son of Manichanh Phimphachanh
of Bath Street of Springfield. Vongvirath
graduated in 2003 from Robert E. Lee
High School and received an associate
degree in 2007 from Northern Virginia
Community College, Annandale.

Air Force Airman 1st Class Kyle
A. Cornelissen graduated from basic
military training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas. Cornelissen
earned distinction as an honor graduate.
He is the son of David Cornelissen of
Bellamy Avenue, Springfield. The air-
man is a 2005 graduate of West
Springfield High School.

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class
Stephen R. Levin, a 2005 graduate of
Hayfield Secondary, assigned to Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson
(CVN 70) recently departed Haiti after
completing humanitarian assistance
operations to victims of the massive 7.
0 earthquake that struck the Caribbean
nation Jan. 12.

Carl Vinson arrived in the region less
than 72 hours after the quake and im-
mediately began rendering assistance to
approximately 300, 000 injured and an
estimate of 1 million homeless Haitians.

Carl Vinson’s primary role in the hu-
manitarian mission was as a first
responder, providing critical airlift and
command and control capabilities as the
flagship of Task Force 41, the Navy’s sea
base supporting Joint Task Force (JFT)

Cornelissen

Haiti.
Prior to departing the devastated re-

gion, the Vinson transferred much of its
airlift capability, including 10 helicop-
ters, to other units in JFT-Haiti.

USS Carl Vinson is currently taking
part in Southern Seas 2010 as part of a
scheduled homeport shift to San Diego,
Calif. Levin joined the Navy in October
2005.

Army 2nd Lt. Michael Campbell
has graduated from the Army Basic Of-
ficer Leader Course III. Campbell is an
armor officer assigned to the 2nd Battal-
ion, 16th Cavalry Regiment, Fort Knox,
Ky. He is the son of James and Donna K.
Campbell of James Creek Drive, Spring-
field. The lieutenant graduated in 2005
from West Springfield High School and
earned a bachelor’s degree in 2009 from
the College of William and Mary.

“We don’t feel like we
brought our ‘A’ game.”
— Scott Settar, West Springfield

coach
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Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw  it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. MAY 15 & 16

Springfield
5803-A Rexford Dr. .................. $210,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Kathy Stark ..................... Weichert....................703-201-9656
5428 Donnelly Ct. .................... $320,000 ........ Sun 12-3..............Cristina Botnari ............... Belinsky .................... 703-914-0400
6448 Blarney Stone Ct..............$359,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Traci Rochon...................Keller Williams .......... 703-562-1800
5953 Queenston St. ................. $375,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Bruce & Tanya Tyburski ... RE/MAX.....................703-239-2525
8607 Langport Dr.....................$429,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Bruce & Tanya Tyburski ... RE/MAX.....................703-239-2525
7283 John Ryland Way.............$534,500 ........ Sun 1-4................Sylvia Jurek.....................Coldwell Banker.........703-938-5600
7611 Paloma Ct. ...................... $575,000 ........ Sun 1-4................David Unterman...............Keller Williams .......... 703-815-5700
6452 Summerton Ct.................$589,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Hugo Romero..................Coldwell Banker.........703-518-8300
7217 Calamo St. ...................... $950,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Lee Keitz ......................... Libra Realty...............240-715-1528

Kingstowne/Alexandria
6926-F Mary Caroline Cir..........$180,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Kathy Stark ..................... Weichert....................703-201-9656
6510 Nevitt Way ...................... $385,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Anita Mason....................Weichert....................703-627-6624
6250 WALKERS CROFT WAY....$425,000 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Susan Maher ...................Long & Foster 703-408-51588305
FORT HUNT RD........................$540,000 ........ Sun. 1-4...............Kelli Orford ..................... Long & Foster 703-895-89705625
Governors Pond Cir..................$548,500 ........ Sun 1-4................Jo Erkiletian .................... McEnearney...............703-549-9292
6484 Sutcliffe Dr......................$589,500 ........ Sun 1-4................Lynne Houde ................... Weichert....................703-360-7400
6154 Old Telegraph Rd.............$779,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Catherine Foltz ................ Long & Foster............703-683-0400
5644 Glenwood Dr. .................. $799,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Phyllis Patterson ............. Coldwell Banker.........703-408-4232
6206 Windham Hill Run ........... ...................... Sun 1-4................Jennifer Tilghman............Long & Foster............703-349-3147

Burke
6110 Wilmington Dr. ................$399,999 ........ Sun 1-4................Bill Mackenzie ................. Weichert....................571-309-7706
5216 Dunleigh Dr. ....................$589,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Matthew Ingram .............. Weichert....................571-235-3257

Annandale
4917 Casimir St. ......................$345,000 ........ Sun 1-3................Fawzia Noori....................Long & Foster............703-313-6500
8607 Dora Ct. .......................... $529,999 ........ Sun 2-4................Thomas Hennerty ............ NetRealtyNow.com.....703-286-7253
4829 Kingston Dr. ....................$539,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Charlie Mayhew...............Weichert....................703-821-8300
6905 Cherry La. .......................$569,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Stephanie Rush ............... Coldwell Banker.........703-451-2500
3911 King Arthur Rd. ............... $579,000 ........ Sat-Sun 12-4 ....... Sharon Schoenfeld .......... Weichert....................703-941-0100
8505 Forest St. ........................ $599,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Lisa Thurston ..................Keller Williams .......... 703-216-4126

Fairfax Station
6006 Captain Marr Ct. ..............$625,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Betty Barthle ................... Long & Foster............703-425-4466
6096 Arrington Dr. ...................$659,000 ........ Sun 2-4................Betty Barthle ................... Long & Foster............703-425-4466
6542 Little Ox Rd.....................$749,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Debbie Mesen..................Weichert....................703-201-7723
11508 Clara Barton Dr..............$750,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Vicki Stottlemyer .............Long & Foster............703-873-5111
7407 South Reach Dr. .............. $829,995 ........ Sun 1-4................Kathleen Quintarelli ......... Weichert....................703-862-8808
7951 Kelly Ann Ct. ................... $1,200,000 ..... Sun 1-4................Carol Hermandorfer .........Long & Foster............703-503-1812
11107 Hampton Rd. .................$1,890,000 ..... Sun 1-4................Fran Rudd ....................... ERA...........................703-980-2572

Lorton
11375 River Rd........................$1,197,000 ..... Sun 1-5................Ngoc Do..........................Long & Foster............703-495-6251

Fairfax
3907 Golf Tee Terrace #201 .....$249,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Kristine Price...................Samson Properties .... 703-328-1025
12102 GREEN LEAF CT #102....$249,999 ........ Sun 2-4................Pat Stack.........................Weichert ................. (703) 597-9373
3801 RIDGE KNOLL CT #8A......$257,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Pat Stack.........................Weichert ................. (703) 597-9373
11784 ROCKAWAY LN #62 ....... $349,500 ........ Sat 2-5 ................ Aliko Mwaisela ................ Prosperity ............... (703) 863-9218
3906 Green Look Ct. ................ $478,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Diane Lenahan.................Keller Williams .......... 703-283-7328
3900 GREEN LOOK CT ............. $479,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Pat Stack.........................Weichert ................. (703) 597-9373
4023 Werthers Court................$479,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Spencer Marker ...............Long & Foster............703-830-6123
10725 Norman Ave .................. $500,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Ron Fowler......................Weichert....................703-691-0555
10694 JOHN AYRES DR ........... $540,900 ........ Sun 1-4................Barbara Voorheis.............Weichert ................. (703) 938-6070
12302 CANNONBALL RD..........$629,000 ........ Sun 2-4................Donna Stoll ..................... ERA ........................ (703) 742-6900
13050 Blackbird Pl...................$689,000 ........ Sun 1-4................Charles Jackson .............. Weichert....................703-863-9957
3522 LAUREL LEAF LN.............$1,125,000 ..... Sun 1-4................Carolyn Wilson................Long & Foster ......... (800) 603-7341
4636 VILLAGE DR....................$1,149,000 ..... Sun 1-4................Lisa Moffett.....................Coldwell Banker.......(703) 938-5600

5216 Dunleigh Dr., Burke • $589,000 • Open Sunday 1-4
Matthew Ingram, Weichert, 571-235-3257

To add your Realtor represented Open
House to these weekly listings, please call

Erin Peck at 703-778-9449
or E-Mail the info to

epeck@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at 3 pm.

Calendar

From Page 11

McReynolds and commentator Elizabeth
Daniels. Refreshments and an
opportunity to meet the artists after
the concert. Free and open to the
public. 703-923-9365 or
web.me.com/kkerhack/
Concerts_from_Kirkwood.

Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Lake Accotink 5K Walk to Benefit
Children in Foster Care.
Registration begins 8:30 a.m. at Lake
Accotink Park, 5660 Heming Ave.,
Springfield. Participate in a 5K walk
to honor foster families and the
approximately 370 children in foster
care in Fairfax County. To register or
help sponsor the event, visit
www.fairfaxyouth.org.

Jubilee Christian Center Yard
Sale. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. at the church at
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax.
Proceeds will help raise funds for a
Youth Missions trip to Appalachia
this summer. Donated items for the
Yard Sale may be dropped off at the
church beginning May 10. 703-383-
1170 or www.jccag.org.

“Anything Goes.” 7:30 p.m. at South
County Secondary School, 8501
Silverbrook Road, Lorton. Cole
Porter’s classic musical with a cast of
50 students, by the South County
Theatre Department. $10, seniors $9.
703-446-1591 or
www.southcountytheatre.org.

Herb Festival. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Heather Hill Gardens, 8111 Ox Rd.,
Fairfax Station. With magazine editor
and author Barbara Jacksier and
cooking and planting demonstrations
at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Free
admission. 703-690-6060 or
www.heatherhillgardens.com.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring.

10 a.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Learn to use
a computer. Call for an appointment.
Adults. 703-249-1520.

PAWS to Read. 11 a.m. Lorton
Library, 9520 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Read with Chance, a trained
reading therapy dog, for a 10-minute
session. Call to register. Arrive early
to check in. 703-339-7385.

Sew Drawstring Bags for Our
Soldiers. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Cameron United Methodist Church,
3130 Franconia Road, Alexandria.
Community Service Sewing Day
event hosted by the Northern Virginia
Chapter of the American Sewing
Guild. Fabric and supplies will be
provided. Free and open to public.
Contact carl-kathie@verizon.net or
703-522-6952. www.asg.org.

SUNDAY/MAY 16
Thomas Pandolfi Piano Recital. 7

p.m. at Providence Presbyterian
Church, 9019 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Music & Arts at Providence
Concert Series. Complimentary
refreshments at Meet the Artist
reception following the concert. $20
in advance, $25 at door; seniors and
students $10 in advance, $15 at the
door. 703-978-3934 or
www.providencechurch.org/
music_arts/.

Vegetable Sushi & Sea Vegetables
Cooking Class. 10 a.m. 9302
Hallston Court, Fairfax Station. $50
per person. Vegetarian sushi-making
demonstrated. Registration required
at 703-643-2713.

Celebrate Clifton. 7-10 p.m. at
Trummer’s on Main, 7134 Main St.,
Clifton. Music provided by one of
New York City’s top DJ’s. Bid in a
silent auction featuring such items as
beach house rentals, wines, chef

dinner, golf packages and gift
certificates to local businesses. Event
benefits the Town of Clifton. Hors
d’oeuvres, wine and beer will be
served throughout the entire event.
$75/person; $100/person includes
access to the VIP Cocktail hour, open
from 6-7 p.m., and includes a Special
“Celebrate Clifton” cocktail designed
by Stefan Trummer and first access
to preview the silent auction.
Purchase tickets at Trummer’s on
Main, The Main Street Pub or the
Clifton Café or by contacting
celebrateclifton@gmail.com.

MONDAY/MAY 17
Latin Dance Nights. 10 p.m. at Jaxx,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Ladies free, men $10. 703-569-5940.

Read to the Dog. 3:30 p.m. John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Read aloud to a
trained therapy dog. Call or sign up
online for a 15-minute session. Age
6-12. 703-971-0010.

Read to the Dog. 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Read to a Reading Therapy Dog. Call
to register for one 15 minute slot.
Age 6 to 12 with adult. 703-339-
4610.

TUESDAY/MAY 18
Early Readers Book Group. 4:30

p.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. A book group
for 6-8 year olds and their parents.
703-249-1520.

One, Two, Three - Let’s Go. 10:30
a.m. Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Number stories and activities. Age 13
to 23 months with adult. 703-339-
4610.
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receiving her master’s degree, Fier de-
cided that she wanted to come back to
Fairfax County and find a special education
position.

Fier said that she initially looked for jobs
in other school systems, but then narrowed
down a list of specific schools she wanted
to work at, and the Key Center was at the
top. She said that she sent e-mail to the
school’s principal, Tom Flick, and was asked
to come in for a general interview. A couple
of months later, Fier spent a day at the
school and after those six short hours, she
knew that the Key Center was the place she
wanted to be.

“[That day] was just extremely inspiring,”
Fier said. “I saw that the people here are a
team, and I got the vibe that they work to-
gether and are extremely supportive of each
other.”

AFTER A second interview, Fier was asked
to come on board as a substitute teacher
for the last month of the 2008-09 school
year and as a full-time teacher the follow-
ing year. Fier said that initially, she was

slated to become the school’s transitional
program teacher, where she would help in-
tegrate children with behavioral problems
into the school’s general population.

However, Flick knew that she had thera-
peutic recreation experience along with her
special education background, so he instead
asked her to head a new program that
would combine the school’s existing music
program into a
brand new sensory
class. Fier said no at
first, because, as a
first-year teacher,
the last thing she
wanted was to cre-
ate a new curricu-
lum from scratch. A
couple of days of
contemplation later,
though, she decided
to take the job.

“It was pretty intimidating because I was
a first-year teacher, and I wasn’t going to
have a base curriculum to follow or a simi-
lar class to look at and observe,” Fier said.
“I said no at first but then I thought ‘why
not give it a try’ because I realized I’d get to

make this my own.”
Fier created the curriculum by using the

Virginia Adapted Standards of Learning
coupled with her knowledge of the students’
skills and individualized education and
prior experience. A main staple of her cur-
riculum so far has been the use of themes
to improve her students’ sensory perception.
Fier gives each week a theme, ranging from

camping to Spa
Week, and bases the
lesson plan that
week around activi-
ties that fit within
the theme but also
help to accomplish
educational goals.

Last week, for ex-
ample, Fier led
“Aloha Week,” and
brought the beach to

her students. She covered the music aspect
by teaching the students traditional Hawai-
ian songs and hula dancing and incorpo-
rated the sensory perception by providing
materials for the students to touch and feel.
She brought in sand for the students to walk
on, buckets of water to put their hands in,

pasta shells to mimic beach shells and fruits
to taste and smell. In addition, she played
a CD of ocean waves to calm the students
down after the exciting activities.

“Jen finds a way to interact with each stu-
dent in a way most appropriate for them,”
Flick said. “Students gravitate to her calm
demeanor and easy, natural charm. They
seem to instinctively understand that she
values each of them as individuals. Her abil-
ity to develop, implement and appropriately
individualize instruction is nothing short of
remarkable.”

Though Fier’s sometimes stressful, always
action-packed first year is nearly over, she
cannot wait for the next year to begin so
she can implement a host of ideas that have
been brewing over the last year. She has
more themes, new activities and more tech-
nology to bring into her classroom. Her stu-
dents and the administration are excited to
see what she comes up with next.

“Her ability to develop, implement and
appropriately individualize instruction is
nothing short of remarkable,” Flick said.
“She truly believes in every student’s abil-
ity to learn and succeed and will go to any
length to ensure their success.”

“Jen finds a way to
interact with each
student in a way most
appropriate for them.”

— Tom Flick, Key Center principal

From Page 3

Jennifer Fier Named Outstanding First Year Teacher

Eagle Scout project
opens new path at
Hidden Pond Park.

A
s part of an Eagle Scout project,
a new path, on the east side of
Hidden Pond Park, allows pa-
trons to hike/walk/run a full

circle without back tracking on the same
path coming from Holford Road.

Joseph Duano of Springfield visits the
park often and noticed that almost half of
the east area of the park had no marked
trails. He decided to make the clearing and
building of a new path and the tidying of
an existing path and other nearby areas his
Eagle Scout project. With the permission of
the Fairfax County Park Authority, he de-
signed and implemented a project that
would provide a more beautiful, inviting
and enjoyable park for the community. For
this project he recruited the help of friends
and members of his church, the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

He organized them into crews, each with
rakes, axes, chain saws and the muscle to
accomplish the task. Only fallen trees and
branches were used to delineate the 4-foot
wide path that meanders through live
growth so as to not disturb the existing
flora. The path was raked clear of debris.
Fallen trees blocking the path were sawed
out of the way and reused as bridges across
small ravines. He painted the Eagle Scout
symbol on strategically located trees to
guide people along the new path. The path
is approximately two-thirds of a mile long

Eagle Scout Joseph Duano with his mother to the left and a friend once
the path was finished.

and joins a narrower existing path. The new
path runs on a slightly elevated area that
allows the user to view nature and hear the
alluring sound of the Pohick Creek water
flowing nearby.

JOSEPH STARTED his project on March
10 and shortly thereafter had his first crew
clearing and marking the path. The entire
effort culminated on April 10. Joseph an-
ticipates getting all his badges and papers
in order so that by May 14, he can be eli-
gible to achieve the Eagle Scout rank. The
Eagle Scout is the highest rank attainable
in the Boy Scouts program (BSA). The re-
quirements include earning at lease 21

merit badges and demonstrating scouting
spirit. This requires a service project that
the scout plans, organizes, leads, and man-
ages. Once Joseph completes all his require-
ments, he will be presented with a medal
and a badge that visibly acknowledge his
accomplishments. The Eagle Scout rank is
held for life, thus giving rise to the phrase
“once an eagle, always an eagle.”

His project supports the efforts of the Park
Authority as it expands the recreational use
of the park, and affords the community with
an additional path that is a serene and
lovely place to walk or run while enjoying
nature. It is worth visiting alone or with
family and friends.
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Community
College Notes

Scout Blazes New Trail at Local Park Juliana Buendia of Springfield re-
ceived a bachelor of arts in biology from
Boston University in January.

Michelle M. Prevost, a resident of
Springfield, was recently named to the
dean’s list at Boston University for the
fall 2009 semester.

Robert Wine of Springfield has
been named to the dean’s list at
Frostburg State University, Frostburg,
Md., for outstanding academic achieve-
ment for the fall 2009 semester. To be
eligible for the dean’s list, a student
must complete a minimum of 12 credit
hours and earn a cumulative semester
grade point average of at least 3.4 on a
4.0 scale.

The Muhlenberg Theatre Association
presented “An American Tragedy,” by
David Shaber, Lee Adams and Charles
Strouse, in the Baker Theatre in Trexler
Pavilion for Theatre and Dance, from
March 24-28. Springfield resident John
Powers, a senior at Muhlenberg Col-
lege, was a member of the cast.

The following Springfield residents
received degrees from Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg at the December 2009
graduation: Amanda Stephens, bach-
elor of arts in communication; Patrick
FitzGerald, a bachelor of science in
business in accounting and information
systems and a bachelor of science in
business in finance; Adeel Khan, bach-
elor of science in business in accounting
and information systems; Cinthya
Larios, bachelor of science in business
in psychology; Uchechukwu Mba,
bachelor of arts in political science;
Rachael Shane-Lydon, bachelor of
science in business in psychology; Evan
Stewart, bachelor of science in mining
engineering; Kaushik Vinjamuri,
bachelor of science in computer engi-
neering; and Jenny Yang, bachelor of
science in business cum laude in man-
agement and a bachelor of science in
business cum laude in marketing man-
agement;
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Marine Corps Pvt. Jonathan G. Pana
Lopez, son of Rosalia Parada of Springfield, re-
cently completed 12 weeks of basic training at
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S.C.

Air Force Airman 1st Class Po-Han Wang
graduated from basic military training at Lackland
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. He is the
brother of Chia-Yun Wang of Lake Pleasant Drive,
Springfield. Wang is a 2007 graduate of Robert E.
Lee High School.

Air Force Airman Aubrey N. Will-
iams graduated from basic military
training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas. She is
the daughter of Ricardo Williams
of Darin Drive, Byron, Ga., and
Raleeta Williams of Royal Ridge
Drive, Springfield. Williams is a
2006 graduate of Northside High
School, Warner Robins, Ga.

Military Notes

Air Force Airman Jose G. Mejia
graduated from basic military
training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas. He is the
son of Lucia and Jose Mejia of
Ahelia Street, Springfield. Mejia is
a 2009 graduate of Robert E. Lee
High School.

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Auditors – Retail
R G I S Inventory Specialists

Work for the largest Inventory Service in the 
world. Work for people who care!!!  We offer
* Great Starting Wage $9/hr, No Exp. Nec.
* Day/evening and weekend shifts available
* Paid Training, Flexible Schedules
* Advancement opportys, fun environment
Must be dependable, and have access to reli-
able transportation. 

Or visit us online at www.rgisinv.com    EEO

FULL CHARGE 
BOOKKEEPER/ACCOUNTING 

TECH - Fairfax, VA

Fairfax CPA firm seeks part-time professio-
nal individual. Minimum 4 yrs bookkeeping 
experience, proficient in Excel and Quick-
books and detail and team oriented. Respon-
sibilities may include monthly journal en-
tries/closings, quarterly/year end payroll fil-
ings,  and  bank   and    GL reconciliations. 
Fluency  in  English   required.   We   offer  
competitive salaries. E-mail  resume  along  
w/salary reqments to:resumes@tgccpa.com.

FULL TIME ENTRY LEVEL
Position for Purchasing Dept. Candidate 
must be well organized and self-driven. No 
experience necessary. Hours 10:00am to 
6:30 pm.  Please call (703) 370-5790.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

HOUSEKEEPER
F/T.  Prefer hotel experience.  Hours 

must be flexible.  Salary DOE.  
Candlewood Suites Hotel of Fairfax.  

Call: 703-359-4490

Lawn Care Manager
Service & Sales Career Position. Must have 
sm. eng. repr & mngmt exp. + ability to speak 
some Spanish. Call (703) 426-8404 or e-mail 
QLTYLL@gmail.com Springfield

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Friendly, energetic person needed for 
solo practice in Burke.  Mon-Thurs.  

Must be organized, detail oriented and 
have excellent interpersonal skills.  

Please call  703-978-8100

Medical Receptionist/Assistant
For busy solo practice in Burke.   
Experience required including 

insurance coding
Call: 703-978-0197  or 
Fax  to:  703-978-0981

1-888-843-0421

May 22nd, 9:30-2:30pm

New Banking Career Opportunities
For Northern Virginia

Union First Market Bank is seeking a Financial Services
Advisor, Lead Teller, and Floating Financial Services
Advisor for Northern Virginia.  Positions require good
communication skills, an ability to excel in a retail sales
environment, dependability, flexibility and experience
with customer service and cash handling.  Prior bank teller
experience and supervisor experience preferred for the
Lead Teller position.
Qualified candidates should submit an application on-line
at www.bankatunion.com, choose the “Careers” link.
We offer an excellent compensation and benefits package.

 Please reference the specific position
on your application.

All applicants must pass a consumer credit check.

EOE

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 2010 H.S. GRADS

SUMMER WORK!
$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

SALES REP
EXP’D Commercial Sheetfed Printing Sales 
Rep for DC/MD/NORTHERN VA.   
*3-5 yrs of sales exp in printing industry
*Self motivated with past successful sales
*good oral/written skills w/atten to detail
*desire to succeed in challenging economy. 

Excellent Benefits EOE
Good Printers, Inc., HR. Dept.
213 Dry River Rd, Bridgewater, VA  22812 
1-800-296-3731 (F) 540-828-4862
E-Mail: humanresources@goodprinters.com

Sales Representative &
Professional Makeup Artist

Jobs at Fair Oaks & Tysons Corner Malls.  
Growth opportunity,  good income!!

Team environment.  FT/PT.  For more 
information contact us 410-588-9891

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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CONDO, FOR SALE
Upscale 1-bedroom condo, prime Alexandria loca-
tion near King St. and I-395.  Scenic Washington 
view. Neutral  décor, crown moulding, custom 
built-in’s for design and storage, Karastan carpet, 
California closet. New kitchen with lovely granite 
countertops, ivory white cabinetry, stainless steel 
appliances,  walnut  floor.   Shows like a model, 
only $154,900.  Call:  571-264-5801 

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Need an Estate Sale?
CALL “THE” ESTATE SPECIALIST

703-494-5062
We don’t do yard or garage sales. 

Those sales are prepriced. .
All merchandise is sold same day.
We do professional estate sales. 

Obtain highest dollar for your estate.

State Licensed & Bonded

25 Sales & Auctions 25 Sales & Auctions

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

ALL AMERICAN HOME REPAIR

Interior/Exterior Painting, Drywall,
Carpentry, Wood Repair, 

Floors, Fence Repair, Free Estimates,

Licensed & Insured

703-250-4838

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

•Custom Homes  •Kitchens
•Baths  •Additions  •Basements

Call today for a free consultation

703-314-1995
www.rthomesVA.com

RT Homes
We build your dreams

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

•Mowing •Trim •Edging •Mulching
•General Clean-Up  •Hauling
•Tree Work •Leaf Removal

703-660-1666

Yard Man
L AW N  S E RV I C E

The

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

SPC PAINTING 
&

REPAIRS
Drywall/Woodwork

Class A Lic/Ins.
John 703-328-6067

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios,
Driveways,

Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Mom & Me
My wife and I travelled back to Connecticut on May 1
to celebrate family birthdays and an early Mothers Day
with our family and the attached picture is the result.
We hope it will be useful to you. Pictured is my wife,

Theodora L. Errico, 88, of  Seacraft Court Springfield, surrounded by two
daughters, three grand-daughters and three of her seven great-grand-
children. They are, front row, daughter Kathleen Granata with great
grand-daughter Avery Granata; Theodora. Errico holding the youngest
great grand-daughter, Emerson Rose Granata (2 months old); Daughter
Laura Coppola (of Springfield) holding great grand-daughter Sophia
Granata; and, back row, grand-daughters-in-law Vanessa Granata and
Brandy Granata and Grand-daughter AnneMarie Granata. — Michael
Errico

A
llergy symptoms aside, Neil
Schneider, 10, of Springfield is
learning that people have many

reasons to be thankful for trees. They look
good, give shade and sometimes fruit, pro-
vide a natural playground, and they help
clean the air. But Neil’s private school in
Northern Virginia has found a way to use
trees in the classroom. At Oakwood School,
trees are used as part of multi-sensory teach-
ing methods to help students learn to read,
especially students with dyslexia or other
learning issues.

Oakwood School in Annandale is a small
private school for bright children who have
learning differences. Some of the students
have been diagnosed with dyslexia. One of
the effects of dyslexia is that the brain does
not always “capture” an image accurately,
and it can make reading difficult.

Multi-sensory teaching and practice is
needed to counterbalance the effects of
dyslexia. The student needs to use more
than just sight to learn to read and then to
read independently. Oakwood specializes in
providing a setting where students routinely
experience multi-sensory learning in grades
K-8. In a reading class, students apply this
phrase to help discriminate between the
letters b and d, “you know it’s a d if you
can make a c and grow a tree”. This reminds
students that the letter d is made of the let-
ter c and a tall stick that grows up like a
tree. The students practice by saying it,
hearing it said, writing on many different
substances such as on paper and in pud-
ding, playing interactive games and trac-

New Learning Methods Do Grow on Trees

Neil Schneider

ing letters in text to check if the students
have correctly identified the letter.

When a local nursery sponsored a con-
test to win a tree by writing an essay about
why trees are important, most entries were
about how trees help our ecology. However,
Neil wrote in his essay, “Trees help us learn.
Trees helped me learn to point the letter d
in the right direction. It works!” This novel
essay won the school an oak tree.

On April 28, Neil’s oak tree was planted
on his Oakwood School campus and Neil
helped place the tree.

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

SUMMER 2010 WORKSHOPS FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH
SCHOOL EDUCATORS AND EDUCATIONAL LEADERS

Presented by the Urban School of San Francisco’s Center for
Innovative Teaching.  CIT offers workshops for educators in key
academic, co-curricular and leadership areas, plus an Integrated
Technology Symposium for school leaders and educational tech-
nologists.  CIT sessions are hands-on and designed to share
classroom-tested activities and approaches that will enhance the
program at any middle or high school. Please join us at CIT 2010!
Workshops will be held at the Flint Hill School June 21-25, 2010.

Featured workshops include:
• Technology Symposium for School Leaders
• Moving 1:1 – Building a Vision and Making Plans for Your School
• Visual Algebra
• Beyond the Textbook: Tech Resources for Foreign Language Teachers
• Digital Tools to Enhance the Teaching of Physical Science

For complete class descriptions and registration information, visit
www.CenterForInnovativeTeaching.org

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

Community Yard Sale 5/15 
from 9-1 Red Fox Forest 
@Braddock & Rolling Rds.

Equal-Parenting 
State-wide Meeting 
May 15, 2010, go to 
fathersforvirginia.org

SSHOA Comm yard sale off 
Sydenstricker & Arley Sat 5/15 
8am springfieldstationhoa.org

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Community Yard Sale
May 15 8am - 1 pm
Rolling Valley Swim & 

Tennis Club Parking Lot
Hadlow Dr. Springfield 

22152

Fairfax/Greenbriar Comm Yard 
Sale. Sat 5/15, 8-2. Rt 50, 1/4 mi 

W. of Fx Co Pky. R/D 5/16

Huge Indoor Yard Sale
Fairfax Baptist Temple

on Missionary Lane
May 15 from 7am-12:30pm

Kings Park West (1800 
homes) comm-wide yard sale, 

Sat/Sun,5/15 & 5/16, 8-12. 
R/S.

117 Adoption

� � �
Loving childless couple 
wishing to adopt an infant.

Willing to pay legal and 
medical expenses. 

Please call Melissa & Craig 
202-870-7981

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Ann Witherspoon
703-503-1836

CRS, Associate Broker
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member, NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Find us on                   Long & Foster Burke/Fairfax Station

NGOC DO & ASSOCIATES
703-798-2899

www.ngocdo.com

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421
Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Richard Esposito
703-503-4035
Richard@LNF.com
Service is the difference I provide

TopAgent@Realtor.com

CYNDEE JULIAN
703-503-1830

Success Built on Trust through Excellent Service!

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207

ronandsusanonline.com

Come to the Heart
of Real Estate
KAY HART
703-503-1860

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

Fairfax Station  $625,000
4 bdrms, 3 1/2 baths. Totally remodeled kitchen with granite,
new cabinets & stainless steel appliances! Bay windows, sky-
lights & MBR cathedral ceiling. Spacious rec rm with bar area &
large storage rm. Raised hearth FP in family rm with French
doors to deck. Wonderful pond & patio in private flat rear yard.

Lake Frederick $499,900
Immaculate Beauty in Adult Community – 3 Years Young –
Shows Like a Model – 3 Large BR – 4 Large BA – 3 Finished
Levels w/walk-out LL – 9 Ft Ceilings – Gas FP – Main Floor MBR
– Fabulous Community Amenities.

CALL / EMAIL ANN WITHERSPOON
703.503.1836 ann@annwitherspoon.com

Mason Neck
$1,197,000

Enjoy dra-
matic pano-
ramic views of
the Potomac
River from
every room in
this 4
Bedroom 3
Bath home on
Mason Neck.

The main level features a cathedral ceiling and hardwood
floors, open kitchen, spiral staircase & floor to ceiling win-
dows. All three lower level bedrooms walk out to a large
deck. Relax on the decks or swim off the boat dock which
includes a boat lift while enjoying the sweeping views.

Clifton  $545,000
This former model home has 5 bedrooms, 31/2 Bathrooms and 3
finished levels. Hardwood floors in the kitchen, dining room, liv-
ing room, family room and on the stair case. Kitchen has granite
counters, Family room has a fireplace, deck off kitchen, lower level
is a walkout with a second kitchen, bedroom and a full bath.
Richard Esposito  richard@lnf.com 703-503-4035

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com

Cell: 703-618-4397

TO REGISTER:
Please contact Mary Ann Plonka at 703-503-1898

or maryann.plonka@longandfoster.com

TIME:

7:00-9:00 PM

LOCATION:

Long & Foster’s Northern

Virginia Training Center

3069 Nutley St.

Fairfax, VA 22031

From the Beltway (495), take Rte. 66 West to the
Nutley St. South Exit (exit 62) towards Fairfax.
Go through the intersection of Lee Highway and
Nutley Street. The training center is located in
the Pan Am Shopping Center on the left.

Save A Date To Attend
Long & Foster’s FREE

Real Estate Career Seminar
DATES IN 2010:

June 2

June 30

July 28

FLORENCE BOWIE
(571) 277-5099 or (703) 503-1879

Personalized, Efficient,
Dedicated Service! Working for You!
florence.bowie@longandfoster.com

area & private balcony! Wonderful deck & patio, fenced back
yard, walk to Wooded Glen lake!  Move right in! Bonnie Brae ES,
Robinson SS! More info at www.marshawolber.com

Fairfax City $549,900
Absolutely Magnificent
Garage TH A gorgeous
property with every bell
and  whistle. 4 levels
include loft & deck, 2 fire-
places, 9’ + ceilings,
gleaming hardwoods on
main level, chef’s dream
gourmet kitchen, G’town
brick/slate patio, and much
more!!  Planning on listing
yours? Call Kay Hart This
beauty:  Under contract in
4 days. Call Kay Hart for
information about others:
703-503-1860

Christine Zinser, REALTOR®
703.503.1861
www.ListWithChristine.com

www.5838WaterdaleCt.com
Great 3 bedroom,
2.5 bath town-
home located in
sought-after com-
munity of Little
Rocky Run. Visit
property website
for more info!

UNDER CONTRACT IN 4 DAYS!

Centreville $250,000
BEAUTIFUL 3 BR / 2 FB / 1 HB end unit on
quiet cul de sac!  OPEN FLOOR PLAN
includes sunny, eat-in kitchen, separate
Dining area, and spacious Living Room lead-
ing to large deck. HARDWOOD FLOORS
throughout!  Finished lower level Rec Rm
boasts ample storage. Updates galore!
SELLER OWNED! Call Cyndee to preview
this property before the tax credit expires!

Fairfax Station $749,900
COMING SOON!!

5/6 bedrooms on 1+ wooded acres, brand new kitchen and
baths, Woodson H.S.

For 24-hour recorded information call 1-888-495-6207 x1

Clifton Low 600’s
Vacation at home?  European inspired design on 2 1/2 acres.
Decks on both front & rear overlooking nature at its best. 4
Br/3.5 BA includes a Main-level master & charming loft bed-
room. Recent kitchen remodel for top of line living. Great room
will take your breath away. Call for an early showing.
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Fairfax
$549,950

Gorgeous Calif
style home with
walls of windows!
Newly refin hard-
woods on 2 levels,
vaulted ceilings, 4
BRs, 2.5 updated
BAs, open
kitchen/family
room! Main level
office/den, master
suite w/sitting

WOODBRIDGE—
PW COMMONS

$1,950
Beautifully

Designed TH
Pristine Condition!  3 BR, 2
full and 2 half BATH, with
Oversized 2-Car Gar., Cozy
FR/Den with FP; sunny KIT
w/center island and lg. eat-
in area adjacent to deck *
Sep. LR and DR * MBR with
Cathedral ceiling & BA with

spacious soaking tub * Includes Pool use! Terrific location just
minutes to great shopping, transportation, restaurants. * Call
Florence for details (571) 277-5099 or (703) 503-1879

FAIRFAX $589,000
Welcome to Beautiful Fairfax Club Estates, where quite neighborhood
charm meets tree-lined streets and this gorgeous front porch Colonial
awaits you, 4 Large BR’s, 3 1/2 Baths. The interior boasts a newly
redesigned and remodeled Updated Kitchen w/Granite Counter Tops,
Adjoining FR w/Gas FP, Fin. LL w/Walk-Out, a lovely screened in
porch to enjoy the cool summer evenings, and much more.
For a private showing call Sheila Adams 703-503-1895.
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Alexandria
$750,000

Charles Goodman
Contemporary
home in Hollin
Hills Community.
Tranquil 4 BR 2
BA home on a
1/3 Acre wooded
lot backing to
parkland with 2
patios & deck.

Updated with refinished hardwood floors, renovated bath-
rooms & brand new kitchen with granite & stainless
steel. Enjoy the clean lines, open floor plan & view of
nature from every room. Pool & tennis court member-
ship available....

Alexandria/
Potomac Yard

$575,000
Minutes to exciting
Potomac Yard featuring
restaurants, theaters,
and shopping. One year
old end unit townhome
featuring hardwood
floors, stainless and
granite kitchen as well
as a walk out recreation
room for your enjoy-
ment. Two car garage
parking and convenient
to Metro, Crystal City,
and Reagan Airport


