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Becca Hix, a third grader at
Cherry Run Elementary, presents
retiring principal Stephen
Gossin a sign she made for him.

Becca Hix, a third grader at
Cherry Run Elementary, presents
retiring principal Stephen
Gossin a sign she made for him.
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703-778-9416 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Couple Still Searches for ‘Golden Ring’
“We’ve enjoyed being
here. We really didn’t
want to leave.”

— Shelley Jennings

Store at Old Keene
Mill Center closes,
but dream to succeed
remains open.

Sale signs scattered all over the outside of the store’s glass wall
brought customers inside all the way up until it closed for the final
time on Friday, June 25, at 8 p.m.

By Colin Daileda

The Connection

I
t’s Friday, June 25, 7:45 p.m., and
Shelley and Lanny Jennings have 15
minutes left. A quarter of an hour
before the music gets cut, the lights

go off and the glass double doors are locked
for the last time. Just 15 minutes until Col-
lectable Treasures closes up shop at Old
Keene Mill Center. But customers still flow
in and out, intrigued by the smattering of
sale signs scattered all over the glass wall
that separated the muggy day from the air
conditioned interior.

Inside, the store is lively, but with an aura
of emptiness. Owners Shelley and Lanny
Jennings stand behind the counter chatting
with customers as they make their last pur-
chases. Some shelves are still full of station-
ary, candles and hand-bags, as if the store
would be open for years to come. Others

sit idly off to the side, white shelves starved
for the gifts that once brought them color.
A woman walks around the back of the
store, arms packed with stuffed animals,

making the most of the sale. A rug sur-
rounded by small figurines is slanted. A
door in the back marked “Employees Only”
is ajar. It’s as if no one has the heart to main-

tain the gift store anymore. After all, the
clock just ticked over to 8 p.m. It’s closing
time now.

Collectable Treasures, a store about the
size of the average Hallmark squished be-
tween a Walgreens and a Solar Planet tan-
ning salon, was where the Jennings’ dream
of owning a business took flight. But the
couple’s entrepreneurial ambitions first
materialized in a much more unofficial set-
ting — their garage.

The product was baseball cards. Lanny
Jennings, a bald man with a bushy, brown
beard who stands around 5-foot-7, is a
sports guy, who had loads of cards to sell
when the idea came to him in 1992. His
wife Shelley, who is around his height with
jet-black hair and today has eyes sparkling
with nostalgia, wasn’t into baseball cards,
and Lanny Jennings found a selling part-
ner in a neighborhood boy. The two of them
quickly went from talking about cards to

See Collectable,  Page 14
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Amid Procession of Handshakes, Gossin Retires
Cherry Run Elementary says goodbye
to Principal Stephen Gossin.

“He can never be
replaced,”

— Assistant Principal
Tamera Sistrunk

By Arielle Retting

The Connection

O
ne-third Socrates + one-third
Mother Teresa + one-third Jon
Stewart = one irreplaceable

Stephen Gossin.
Fourth grade teacher Mary Zavaleta pre-

sented that equation at Gossin’s retirement
party at Cherry Run Elementary School on
June 16. Dozens of students, parents and
co-workers filled the cafeteria to watch a
slideshow, sign the autograph book and lis-
ten to speeches to celebrate
his time as an educator.
While Gossin spent the last
eight years as the principal
of Cherry Run, the party
honored his 43 years of
service in Fairfax County
schools.

“[Teaching] was kind of
a lifelong dream,” Gossin said. “I would play
school when I was little.”

Gossin began his career in 1967 as a sixth
grade teacher at St. Anthony’s School,
where he met his wife Cynthia in the early
1970s. After teaching in the Old Burke
School and Laurel Ridge Elementary School,
he accepted an assistant principal position

at Kings Park Elementary School.
Since 1983, Gossin has served as the prin-

cipal at five elementary schools in Fairfax
County, ending his journey at Cherry Run.
Gossin doesn’t have a favorite of the nine
schools he’s worked at, saying that all
Fairfax County schools provide a great
learning environment.

“They have resources that other places
don’t have,” Gossin said. “We can focus on
the instructional part, not on maintenance.
[We] have a reputation of being cutting-
edge, and there’s [an emphasis] on staff

training and develop-
ment.”

While he taught all sub-
jects, Gossin said his fa-
vorite was always math,
making him “a numbers
person, not a letters per-
son.” Despite being out of
the classroom and in an

office for the last 30 years, Gossin still
jumped at the chance to teach.

“He loved math and never wanted to stop
teaching or be in the classroom,” said PTA
President Nancy Ohanian. “It is not often
you see a principal that will still voluntar-
ily be in the classroom to teach.”

Reasons like this show Gossin has a way

of providing a personal connection between
the administration and the students. His
trademark was standing outside of the
school every morning, shaking each
student’s hand and striking up a conversa-
tion.

“Every morning when Steve would greet
the students … with a handshake, he was
tall and stately and a great role model for
them,” Ohanian said. “He made each child

laugh or feel special about something they
were doing that day.”

Knowing that Gossin loved shaking his
students’ hands, the Cherry Run PTA felt
they had to give him one last opportunity
to do so. PTA board members threw a sur-
prise handshaking ceremony honoring him
on the last day of school on June 23. Stu
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Students, families and staff gather around Stephen Gossin to wish
him farewell in the Cherry Run cafeteria.

See Farewell,  Page 19
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Week in Burke
News

Fighting Heart Honored
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Travis Grabb, left, and Terri Grabb, hold a quilt that she and her sister made in honor
of the Grabbs’ youngest son, Corbin, which will be raffled off during this year’s Fun
Run in his memory, on July 24 at Burke Lake Park.

Family hosts annual walk
in memory of their son
Corbin, who was born
with a heart defect.

By Amber Healy

The Connection

C
orbin Grabb was a mischievous little guy.
His older brother, Aiden, 9, remembers
a favorite game of Corbin’s — taking
their brother Brodie’s glasses and hid-

ing them in secret places.
“Brodie would start crying, and we’d have to look

everywhere to find them,” Aiden said. “As soon as
we’d find them and Brodie put his glasses back on,
Corbin would take them off
and hide them again.”

When their mother, Terri
Grabb, was 20 months preg-
nant with her fourth and
youngest son, the doctor in-
formed her and her husband,
Travis, that Corbin had Hy-
poplastic Left Heart Syn-
drome, meaning his heart
was only partially formed.

The doctor who gave them
the diagnosis wasn’t com-
forting or hopeful, telling Terri and Travis Grabb,
who were living in North Carolina at the time, that
if he were in their situation, he’d look into moving
to a state where late-term abortions were legal.

This wasn’t an option for the Grabbs, who instead
decided to have their baby and do all they could to

help him live as long as possible.
Corbin spent nearly half of his young life in hospi-

tals, it seems, getting treatment at University of Michi-
gan Hospital, where doctors agreed to deliver him
and take care of his mother while getting him treat-
ment as soon as he was born. Terri Grabb stayed with
him for months at a time, living at the Ronald
McDonald House there, while Travis Grabb and their
other sons, including Gunnar, now 11, and Brodie,
now 7 were at home. They eventually moved to
Clifton, which meant Travis’ mother, Penny Lamons,
could help care for the boys while Travis and Terri
were with Corbin.

But despite the best care possible, despite their best
efforts, Corbin lost his battle on June 29, 2006, just a
few weeks shy of his second birthday.

To commemorate his short life, the family has cre-
ated the Corbin Marc Grabb Heart Foundation, to
raise money for congenital heart defects like HLHS
and to help families facing similar struggles. They

have also hosted an annual
1-mile and 5-mile race event
at Burke Lake Park to raise
money for their foundation
and help raise awareness
about the conditions that ef-
fect one in every 112 babies
born in the U.S. annually.

The racecourse is lined
with photos of Corbin and
other children the Grabbs
met through the course of
Corbin’s treatment, along

with photos of children they’ve never met in person
but have learned about through online communities.
It’s an easy way to remind their friends and family
that the need is out there, Terri Grabb said.

See Corbin,  Page 16

“Corbin’s 23 months of
life had more of a positive
effect on more lives than
most people can have in
a lifetime.”

— Penny “GrandPenny” Lamons

See News,  Page 5
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Hey, Mom, Look at Me
Daegan Reitz, 4, of Burke, waves to his mom
Jennifer from a motorcycle on display last
Saturday at the Sully District Police Station open
house in Chantilly.

Apple Federal Opens New
Branch on Ox Road

Apple Federal Credit Union opened its 19th location on
Monday, June 28. The new facility, located at 5616-A Ox
Road, Fairfax Station, serves members in Burke and Fairfax
Station. All the Credit Union’s financial products and ser-
vices are available at this location, as well as drive-thru lanes,
an ATM and more.

Branch hours for Fairfax Station/Burke are: Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Wednesday,
10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Drive-thru
hours are Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m.

The branch is open to members as well as the public dur-
ing its first weeks for specials. Membership with Apple FCU
in the Fairfax Station/Burke region is open to people in-
volved in teaching and education in the area.

Inova Breaks Ground
On New 11-Story Tower

Inova Fairfax Hospital plans to construct a new 11-story
South Patient Tower on its main campus. The tower will
house 174, all-private intensive care and medical/surgical
patient rooms. The additional 216,000 square feet will al-
low the hospital to meet future inpatient and outpatient
needs and will allow for flexibility in the event of a surge in
the number of patients. Total cost of the project is estimated
at $161 million.

Construction of the tower will begin this summer and is
expected to be finished in the fall of 2012. The tower will
be connected to the existing main hospital.

The design of the intensive care units (ICU) is organized
by floor. The concentrated areas allow staff to work with
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 17 yrs. Naval Service, 6 yrs. Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. THANH YANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

U S E
Y O U R
T R I C A R E
B E N E F I T !

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

Twinbrooke Centre • 9565 Braddock Rd. • Fairfax, VA 22032 •
Open 7 Days (703) 425-1855

www.judyryanoffairfax.com

Brighton
Beads,

Spacers
and Charms
$4.50 - $35

(sold separately)

Receive our exclusively
designed Bracelet as
your gift with a single
$50 purchase of
Brighton charms,
beads or spacers.
(limit one per customer,
while supplies last.)

June 25th thru July 11th, 2010

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

NEW YORK CITY, August 4-5..............................................................$499
INCLUDES TWO BROADWAY SHOWS! Cost includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,
Overnight Novotel at Times Square & Orchestra Tickets to: “Come Fly Away” & “The Addams
Family.” Take the trip without the shows:  $271

PANAMA CANAL CRUISE, Nov. 7-21.................................................$980
From Ft. Lauderdale to Los Angeles, Includes 14-Nights Cruise on Celebrity’s “Infi-
nity” with All Meals & Entertainment. Air from Dulles: +$552

NEW YEAR’S CRUISE, DEC. 27 – JAN. 8........................................$1660
From Baltimore, Includes 12-Nights on RCCL’s “Enchantment of the Seas” with all Meals &
Entertainment. Motorcoach Transfers from Vienna and Rockville will be available.

Charlie’s Barber Shop
Charlie now has
his own shop

in Burke!

5622 Ox Rd., H1 Fairfax Station, VA 22039
(Next to Gold’s Gym)

703-503-1122
www.charliesBarberShop.com

M-F 9-7, Sat 8-6, Sun 9-6
Haircuts $13 • Children $11

News

those in their specialty and to form cohesive clini-
cal teams.

The new design will allow patients to remain in
their rooms rather than being frequently transferred.

The design of the South Patient tower includes en-
vironmentally friendly practices and incorporates a
highly efficient energy system and insulation, as well
as low- or no-VOC paints, carpets and furniture.

Wilmot Sanz Inc. designed the project and Turner
Construction has been awarded the contract for con-
struction. Both firms have previously completed suc-
cessful projects for Inova Health System.

Help Our Daily Bread
Provide School Supplies

Fairfax-based charity Our Daily Bread is seeking
donors to provide school supplies to Fairfax County
area children in need as part of its annual Back to
School Program.

People may sign up online to sponsor a child or a
family of children to provide supplies for the upcom-
ing academic year, or donate funds to ODB to help
other children obtain  supplies. A new “Virtual Do-
nor” feature allows individuals to donate funds that
will allow Our Daily Bread to purchase a gift card
and mail it directly to a child/children in the donor’s
name for their school supplies.

The Back to School program serves the children of
Our Daily Bread’s clients. Due to budgetary and staff
constraints, ODB is not able to accept applications
for school supply assistance from the general public.
ODB is also unable to accept and distribute actual

school supplies. Those interested in sponsoring a
child or children or donating to the Back to School
program may visit www.our-daily-bread.org For more
information, call 703-273-8829 or e-mail
info@ODBfairfax.org.

Coach Receives 6 months
Jail for Online Solicitation

A Chantilly resident who was a part-time wrestling
coach at Woodson High has been sentenced to six
months in jail for electronic solicitation. He is Gary
Anthony Debrielle, 27.

In August 2009, the Spotsylvania County Sheriff’s
Office charged him with online child solicitation af-
ter he was snared in a sting while chatting online
with a female deputy posing as a 14-year-old girl.
Authorities said Debrielle had engaged in several
online chats, the previous month, and they eventu-
ally turned sexual in nature.

Although he used a screen name, deputies were
able to uncover his real identity and address. Then
Fairfax County Police arrested him on a warrant from
Spotsylvania County. Besides solicitation, he was also
charged with attempted indecent liberties with a
minor but, on Jan. 20, this charge was dropped.

Then on March 29 in Spotsylvania County Circuit
Court, Debrielle pleaded guilty to electronic solicita-
tion. He was sentenced to five years in prison, with
four years, six months suspended, and was ordered
to pay $410 in court costs. Debrielle was not a teacher
and is no longer a Fairfax County Public Schools’
employee.

— Bonnie Hobbs

From Page 4

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/JULY 1
High-Tech, High-Touch

Networking Event. 5 p.m. at
ICONS Sports Lounge Bar & Grille,
10418 Main St., Fairfax. A
networking event with the small
business community, cash bar and
raffle. Free, registration required at
www.masonsbdc.org.

Running/Walking Club. 10 a.m.
Potomac River Running Store, 5715
Burke Centre Parkway, Burke. For
age 55 and up. A facilitated walk/run
in the Burke area. Wear running/
walking shoes and comfortable
clothing suitable for outdoor activity.
Ongoing, meets every Thursday.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rec or 703-
324-5544, TTY 711.

FRIDAY/JULY 2
Line Dance Class. 10 a.m. Durga

Temple, 8400 Durga Place, Fairfax
Station. For age 55 and up. All levels.
Ongoing, meets every Friday. $5.
Registration required at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rec or 703-
324-5544, TTY 711.

TUESDAY/JULY 6
Yoga. 10 a.m. at Heatherwood

Retirement Community, 9642 Burke
Lake Road, Burke. For age 55 and up.
8-one hour sessions. Learn basic Yoga
postures while building strength and
increasing and endurance and
flexibility. Bring a mat and wear
loose comfortable clothes. $5.
Registration required at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rec or 703-
324-5544, TTY 711.

Bulletin Board
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Opinion

Enjoy your summer fun, including our features
on places to go with great beer selections, but
plan ahead; SoberRide needs more sponsors.

Editorial

T
his week’s Connection includes
Summer Fun pages, with informa-
tion about waterparks, local base
ball and golf, places to watch the

remaining weeks of World Cup Soccer, high-
lights of coming Independence Day events and,
yes, a map of places to go that offer great beer
selection. Enjoy.

By week’s end, you’ll find the listings and
stories from all of our papers online at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com under Sum-
mer Fun.

That said, we know that Independence Day,
like Halloween and Saint Patrick’s Day, is a
holiday that coincides with a higher rate of
drinking and driving. When you head out for
your celebration, plan ahead, arrange for a
designated driver, or choose to abstain if a

Summer Fun, Safely

designated driver isn’t available.
One safety net for those who might find

themselves in the unfortunate position of
drinking without a safe way home is the Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program SoberRide.
Washington Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP), has offered free cab rides home on
the Independence Day beginning at 10 p.m.
July 4 and continuing until 6 a.m. the follow-

ing day as a way to keep local
roads safe from impaired driv-
ers during this traditionally
high-risk, holiday period. Dur-

ing this 12-hour period, area residents celebrat-
ing with alcohol could call the toll-free
SoberRide phone number 1-800-200-TAXI and
be afforded a no-cost (up to a $ 50 fare), safe
way home.

Founded in 1982, WRAP is a public-private
partnership working to prevent drunk driving
and underage drinking in the Washington-
metropolitan area, but its work is endangered
by a combination of growing ridership on key
holidays and a drop in funding. At presstime,
the organization was counting up donations
to be sure they would be able to offer the ser-
vice this year.

Last Independence Day, 331 people in the
Washington-metropolitan area used the area’s
SoberRide program as opposed to possibly driv-
ing home drunk.

A 60 percent increase in use of the program
since 2008 combined with a 35 percent de-
crease in corporate underwriting is threaten-
ing the free cab ride service to prevent drunk
driving.

Behind SoberRide’s services is a three-per-
son charitable organization (WRAP) paying a
projected $73,000 in cab fares this year alone.
WRAP relies on corporate sponsorship to off-
set these costs, but the recent downturn has
contributed to the drop in funding. WRAP is
actively seeking contributors to bridge
SoberRide’s $31,000 shortfall. Call 800-200-
TAXI for a free carbide (up to $50 fare) home
if you need it on July 4.See www.wrap.org for
sponsorship opportunities.

Letters

Independent
Voice? Hardly
To the Editor:

Two of your letter writers stated
that voting for U.S. Rep. Gerry

Connolly (D-11)
would be a vote for
an independent
voice. [Connection,

June 24-30]. That almost made
me laugh out loud. Congressman
Connolly has voted with Speaker
of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-Ca-
lif.) 98 percent of the time, so I do
not see how that represents an “in-
dependent voice.” But I guess that
if you love Nancy Pelosi, voting for
Gerry Connolly would make sense.

Criticizing [Republican congres-
sional candidate] Keith Fimian for
saying that repealing the 17th
Amendment (popular election of
senators) “has merit” is of little
value. There are many people, in-
cluding constitutional scholars,
who agree that the idea “has
merit,” and that the framers of our
Constitution had solid reasons for
having the House of Representa-

Education
Needed
To the Editor:

While Retired Col. Douglas
Englund has undoubtedly served
this country well, his letter to the
editor published in the June 24-
30 edition of the Connection did
a disservice to your readers in the
understanding of an issue of im-
portance to the citizens of the U.S.

The founders of the Federal Gov-
ernment originally established sev-
eral checks to the misuse of power
by our elected leaders. This in-
cluded not only the split between
the judicial, legislative and execu-
tive branches, but also a split leg-
islative branch, House and Senate.
The House was to be elected “by
the people of the several states”
(article 1, section 2). The Senate
was to be elected by “two sena-
tors from each state chosen by the
legislature thereof” (article 1, sec-
tion 3). The people thus had their
say in the House and the states had
their say in the Senate in forming
the laws of the land. The 17th
Amendment in establishing Senate
elections as, “two senators from
each state elected by the people
thereof,” has effectively cut off the
states from influence in the fed-
eral legislative process as they no
longer have a voice.

We can currently see the result
of this change in many areas, not
the least of which is state gover-
nors begging for both prompt fed-
eral help from the Gulf oil spill in
Louisiana and from the crime and
budgetary problems due to illegal

immigration in Arizona. Repealing
of this amendment and restoration
of the original intent of the Con-
stitution would place the senators,
not on the campaign trail or in
front of the cameras and the press,
but rather on the carpet of their
state legislatures explaining why
these types of statewide problems
are not being solved.

Dennis H. Pedder
Springfield

tives represent the people and the
Senate represent the states. Be-
sides that, Keith Fimian said he
was “inclined to say no” to repeal-
ing the 17th Amendment, and a
congressman has very little power
to change the Constitution. But the
facts don’t matter to Connolly.

Let’s discuss the issues that a
congressman does have power to
change — like reducing taxes or
enacting laws that encourage pri-
vate sector job growth.

Vote for Keith Fimian.

Mary Bell
Springfield

Economic Not
Political Answer
To the Editor:

Bob Paine’s letter in the June 17-
23 Connection [“No Laughing
Matter”] attacks U.S. Rep. Gerry
Connolly (D-11) for asking Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
if there is “enough spending to be
cut?” When Mr. Bernanke re-
sponded “of course” he was speak-
ing in economic, not political
terms.

We could cut many billions of
dollars each month by bringing all
of our troops home from Afghani-
stan, but that would endanger our
national security. I think both the
Democrats and Republicans agree
that this is not the place to cut.
What about unemployment com-
pensation? Should we wipe this
out of the budget and have mil-
lions of Americans relying on char-

ity and soup kitchens? Probably
not a good idea.

 What Mr. Paine means is lets cut
programs that he and [11th Dis-
trict candidate Keith] Fimian (R)
don’t agree with. Which ones? The
Department of Education? The
National Endowment for the Arts?
Medicare? Oversight of offshore
rigs, food safety or border secu-
rity?

It’s easy to criticize our elected
officials like Mr. Connolly or
[Speaker of the House Nancy]
Pelosi (D-Calif.). It’s a lot harder
to figure out how to fairly and ef-
fectively govern 330 million
people representing the entire
spectrum of values, beliefs, ethnic
backgrounds, ages, financial con-
ditions, etc.

Thomas L. Schwarz
Burke

Write
The Connection welcomes

views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material

is noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good
taste and factual errors. Send

to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9416.

By e-mail:
burke@connectionnewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Newspaper of
Burke

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered to
homes and businesses.

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
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Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop
YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA
20% OFF NON SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 7/7/10

Clothing • Furniture • Housewares

LUNES LOCO
75% OFF

Purses, Clothes & Shoes
Monday, 7/5/10

10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Not valid with other discounts or sales.Not valid with other discounts or sales.

THRIFTY THURSDAY

50% Off
Clothes, Shoes & Purses

Every Thursday
10 a.m.-9 p.m.

Where Your Dental Needs
Come First!

Family Dentistry

• Crowns, Bridges, Partials,
   Full Dentures and Implants

• Denture Relining,
   Dentures and Partials
   Repaired While You Wait

• Saturday and Evening
   Appointments Available

• Most Insurances Accepted

• Free Consultation

Raja Gupta, DDS
Dental First Associates, LLC

9570 A Burke Road, Burke, VA
in Burke Village II

703-323-9394
yourdentalfirst.com

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

Includes Exam,
Cleaning and Polishing

with this coupon

$79$79

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff
No Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
$3.39

3 cu. ft.

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

60-75%
OFF POTS
60-75%
OFF POTS

Herbs & Vegetables

30% Off

Have you experienced the death of a loved one? These
small group sessions will help you move through your
journey of mourning without forgetting the one you
have lost. Classes are free, child care is available. For
more information, call Chum Robert at 703-455-2344.

Grief Share
Each Wednesday from

 July 14 - October 6, 7:15pm - 9pm

Messiah United Methodist Church
6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
703-569-9862 • www.messiahumc.org

College

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

Sarah S. Tatlonghari of Burke
was named to the dean’s list at The Uni-
versity of Scranton for the spring 2010
semester. Students at the Jesuit univer-
sity must have a grade point average of
3.5 or better with a minimum number
of credit hours to make the dean’s list.
Tatlonghari is a senior occupational
therapy major at Scranton.

Sara Fry of Burke graduated summa
cum laude from Gettysburg College on
May 16, 2010.

Joanna Peter of Burke has been
named to the dean’s list for the 2010
spring semester at Geneva College.
Dean’s list status is awarded to students
who earn a 3.6 grade point average or
better. Peter is a junior, majoring in el-
ementary education.

Danielle Weiss of Burke has been
named to the dean’s list for the spring
2010 semester in the College of Liberal
Arts, Education, and Sciences at Rider
University. Weiss is a senior journalism
major.

Kara Rachel Trachtenberg of
Burke received a bachelor of science
degree in physical education with a
concentration in exercise science from
the College of Charleston on May 8.

Claire Holman of Fairfax, a junior
majoring in English in the College of
Liberal Arts and Human Sciences, was
recently named on of the 2010-11 Vir-
ginia Tech Union.

photoB@
connection

newspapers.com

Be Part
of The
Pet

Connection
in July
Send
Your

Photos
& Stories
Now to

Be sure to include your
name, address and
phone number, and

identify all people and
pets in photos.

Submission deadline
July 21.
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Summer Entertainment

Keeping It Cool
Many ways to cool off for summer fun.

A highlight of the Atlantis Waterpark in
Centreville is a 1,000 gallon dumping bucket.

Pirates hang out at the pool at Pohick Bay Regional Park during the third
annual Pirate Day on June 12.

Intertubing is just one way to enjoy one’s time at the Water Mine Family
Swimmin’ Hole in Reston.
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T
hose looking for a way to cool
off from the summer heat have
several options in the Washing-
ton D.C. metro area.

Among those is the Water Mine Family
Swimmin’ Hole in Reston. Located at 1400
Lake Fairfax Drive, the park features a bit of
an old west theme for children, with cov-
ered wagons, rattlesnakes and ore carts in-
volved in the water fun. There are also en-
joyment opportunities for teenagers and
adults with water volleyball or tubing on
Rattlesnake River. The park is open six days
a week, from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. On Wednes-
days, the park is open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
but season pass holders may use the park
from 5-8 p.m. Daily admission is $13.50 for
those taller than 4 feet and $11.25 for those
shorter than 4 feet. Cost is $8.25 after 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday and those 2 and younger
enter free. Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/rec/watermine/ for more information.
703-471-5415

Atlantis Waterpark at 7700 Bull Run
in Centreville features a 1,000 gallon dump-
ing bucket, waterfalls and squirters. There
is also a 230-foot open slide and a 170-foot
closed slide. Mermaids and dolphins help
set the atmosphere for water fun. The park
is open daily from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. On Aug.
23, hours change to 12-6 p.m. on weekdays
and 12-7 p.m. on the weekends. Admission
is $8 for those taller than 4 feet and $6.75
for those shorter than 4 feet or 55 and older.

Cost is $5 after 4 p.m. on weekdays. Go to
www.nvrpa.org/park/bull_run/content/
water_park for more information. Atlantis
703-631-0550

Great Waves Waterpark at 4001
Eisenhower Ave. in Alexandria offers twisty
four-story waterslides and speed slides. It
also has a tad pool for toddlers. It is located
in Cameron Run Regional Park, which also
has miniature golf and batting cages. The
waterpark is open from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Daily
admission is $14.25 for individuals taller
than 4 feet and $10.95 for those shorter than
4 feet. Admission after 4 p.m. on weekdays
and for those 55 an older is $8. Children 2
and younger get in free. Go to
www.nvrpa.org/park/cameron_run for more
information. Great Waves 703-960-0767

Volcano Island Waterpark at 47001
Fairway Drive in Sterling features a
Polynesian theme, with tiki thatching, bam-
boo, painted murals, palm trees and a con-
stantly smoking volcano. The park is open
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. On Aug. 23, hours
change to 12-6 p.m. on weekdays and 12-7
p.m. on weekends. Daily admission is $8
for those taller than 4 feet and $6.75 for
those shorter than 4 feet and 55 and older.
Cost is $5 after 4 p.m. on weekdays. Go to
w w w . n v r p a . o r g / p a r k /
downpour_at_algonkian for more informa-
tion. Volcano Island 703-450-4655

Pirates Cove
Waterpark at 6501 Pohick
Bay Drive in Lorton features
a 300-gallon dumping
bucket, water cannons and a
waterslide. The park is open
daily from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.,
with hours changing on Aug.
23. Daily admission is $7 for
those taller than 4 feet and
$6 for those shorter than 4
feet and 55 or older. Cost is
$4 after 4 p.m. on weekdays.
Go to www.nvrpa.org/park/
p o h i c k _ b a y / c o n t e n t /
outdoor_pool for more infor-
mation. Pirates Cove 703-
339-6104

Upton Hill Waterpark
at 6060 Wilson Blvd. in Ar-
lington is also an option. The
park is open daily from 11
a.m.-7 p.m. with hours
changing Aug. 23. Daily ad-
mission is $8 for those taller
than 4 feet and $6.75 for
those shorter than 4 feet and
55 or older. Cost is $5 after 4
p.m. on weekdays. Go to
w w w. n v r p a . o r g / p a r k /
upton_hill/content/pool for
more information. Upton Hill
703-534-3437

— Jon Roetman
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Burke Lake Golf Course

Burke Lake Park Golf Course is an 18-hole, par-3 course, with
the longest measuring 202 yards. A driving range, open until 9
p.m., and a putting green and chipping area, open until dusk,
are also available. There are no riding carts available at this
course. Afterwards, stop by the Golf Shop for food and drink.

Costs: 18 holes, weekday $21; weekend $25; Bucket of balls
available for $7-17, depending on bucket size.

Times: Tee times available from 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Driving range
opens at dawn, except for Tuesdays, when it opens at noon.

Burke Lake Loop Trail

Burke Lake Park boasts one of the 10 best fitness trails in the
nation. The trail follows the shoreline 4.7 miles around the
lake. It is gravel surfaced for most of its length making the trail
suitable for walking or biking. Portions of the trail can be com-
pleted in 60-90 minutes.

Camping

Location: 7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station.
Hours: Open daily beginning the night of Friday, April 16

until Oct. 30. Maximum length of stay is 14 consecutive days.
Fees:
❖ Campsite Rentals: Family camping sites are limited to no

more than seven people, and no more than two tents. More
than seven people or two tents will require an additional camp-
ing site. Family campsites are offered on a first-come-first-served
basis.

❖ County and Non-County Residents: $28/night, per site
❖ Senior County Residents: $18/night, per site
❖ Senior Non-County Residents: $23/night, per site. Senior

discount applies to those who were age 64 by Dec. 31, 2009.
❖ Group Camping: Organized groups 15-200 people: $6/

person per night. Groups are given a specific site to camp in
depending on their size and needs. Call 703-323-6600

For more information, see http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/burkelake/burkecamp/.

Fishing

Hours: May 29-Sept. 6. Open every day, weather permitting.
❖ Saturday-Sunday hours open 6 a.m., last boat rental 6:30

p.m., boat return 7:30 p.m., close 8 p.m.
❖ Monday-Friday Hours Open 8 a.m., last boat rental 6:30

p.m., boat return 7:30 p.m., close 8 p.m.
❖ The marina will be open weekends only after Labor Day.
Bait available: Night Crawlers, Mean Green Worms, Small

Minnows, Chicken Livers, Clam Snoots, Shrimp, and Squid. Call
to be sure requested bait is available.

Fishing tackle also available: Hooks, Fishing Line, Bobbers
and Sinkers.

For full list of fees and rentals, see http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelake/marina.htm.

Carousel

Hours: May 31-Sept. 6; open every day. First carousel ride is
11:30 a.m., last is 5:30 p.m. After Sept. 6, the carousel will be
open on weekends only, with the first carousel ride at 11:30
a.m. and the last at 5:30 p.m.

Cost: Ages 2+, $1.50. Riders under 2 may ride for free.

Ice Cream Parlor

The Ice Cream Parlor offers variety of Breyers Ice Cream,
Soft Serve, and Dip n’ Dots. The Parlor also offers hot dogs,
pretzels, chips, popcorn, water, fountain sodas, apple juice,
Gatorade, milk, coffee, hot tea, and hot cocoa. Seating is avail-
able indoors and on an outdoor patio.

Train

Hours: May 31-Sept. 6; open every day. First train ride is
11:15 a.m. and the last train ride is 5:45 p.m. After Sept 6, the
train is open on weekends only, with the first train ride at 11:15
a.m. and the last at 5:45 p.m.

Cost: Ages 2+, $2.25. Riders under 2 may ride for free.

Summer Entertainment

L
ooking for an affordable, healthy, family-
friendly experience this summer, look no
further than Burke Lake Park. The county-
supervised park offers a wide variety of ac-

tivities at little to no cost, and there’s sure to be some-
thing for everyone.

“I like the shade when it’s hot
out,” said Doug Stabile, who was
at the park with his two sons. “We
played Frisbee golf earlier, and we
couldn’t have done that in the
sun.”

Stabile said his family usually
goes to the park about twice a month. “I go to the
driving range a lot, and we like to bike on the trails.”

For those planning on visiting the park, Park Au-
thority Spokeswoman Judy Peterson has a few tips
to prepare. “Dress appropriately,” she said. “Prepare
for what your activities are going to be. Especially
during this heat, we ask people to stay hydrated for

Fun in the Sun Burke Lake Park
offers a variety of
activities to enjoy.

The Carousel at Burke Lake Park

their health. If you’re hiking, be aware of what’s go-
ing on around you. Walk with a buddy, or tell people

your plans.”
For prospective campers,

Peterson said that planning ahead
is important. “This is a good place
for first time campers,” she said,
“but you might want to think thor-
ough what you’re going to need.”
There are lots of things going on

in Burke Lake Park this summer. From day camps to
evening concerts, from hiking to fishing, and from
golfing to dozing on the train, Burke Lake Park has
something to offer to everyone. For more informa-
tion, call 703-323-6601, or see the park Web site at
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burkelake/.

— Amanda Ranowsky

Arts in the Park

The following concerts and events will be held
at the Burke Lake Park Amphitheater Saturdays
from 10-11 a.m.:

❖ July 10: The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s
OTO String Quartet

❖ July 17: The GoodLife Theater
❖ July 24: Bill Wellington
❖ July 31: Pirate Jack
❖ Aug. 7: The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s

OTO Percussion Duo
❖ Aug. 14: Blue Sky Puppet Theater
❖ Aug. 21: The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s

OTO Brass Quintet

“I like the shade
when it’s hot out.”

— Doug Stabile

Corbin’s Fun Run

Corbin’s Fun Run makes its debut at Burke
Lake Park July 24 at 8 .m.  Runners and walk-
ers can join the family of Corbin Marc Grubb,
an infant born with a Congenital Heart Defect
(CHD) who died in 2006, as they raise money
to help fight the condition that caused their
son’s early death.

Proceeds will be donated to Inova Children’s
Hospital and Children’s National Medical Heart
Center in Washington, D.C. Donations can also
be mailed to Corbin’s Fun Run, P.O. Box 193,
Clifton, VA 20124. Make checks payable to CMG
Heart Foundation.

Things To Do at Burke Lake

Burke Lake Events
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Explore Lake AccotinkExplore Lake Accotink

Summer Entertainment

Colin Reusch and Lindsey Cross exercise on the trail at
Lake Accotink Park.

A variety of activities at the Springfield
park are available on and off the water.

Visitors can walk out to the sandbar at Lake Accotink
Park.
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L
ake Accotink Park offers 493-acres of trails and a 55-acre lake,
and it is located at 7500 Accotink Park Road. The park is
open to the community for hiking, fishing, boating and pic-
nicking..

The marina provides rowboats, peddle boats and canoes for a rental
fee between $6-$12. The park also allows boaters to launch their own
boats at the marina for a fee of $2. In addition, $2 tour boat rides are
offered. Due to construction on the dam, water sports are currently
shut down until the end of June.

The dirt hiking trails wrap around the forested lake. Lindsey Cross,
who goes on walks at the park, said she likes the lake trail because it is
shaded from the sun. Because the
trees shade the trail, it is a conve-
nient place to exercise during the
summer heat.

Bikes can be rented for $10 an
hour or for $30 for half a day. The
park provides helmets a well. Bike
rental hours vary, but their hour
listings are posted on the Lake
Accotink Park, Fairfax County Park
Authority Web site.

Equipped with a playground and
picnic areas, the park provides sev-
eral options for children. Adults
and children can pay $1.50 to ride
the colorful antique horse carou-
sel with a view of the lake or
choose to play a round of mini-golf
at the Lucky Duck Miniature Golf
Course. The nine-hole course costs
$4 for adults and $3 for juniors
and seniors.

Every Friday at 7:30 p.m., Lake

Accotink Park hosts “Braddock Nights” free summer concerts. The con-
cert series offers a variety of eclectic music including jazz, reggae, swing/
blues, folk music and more. Community members can spread out on
the lawn with picnics and lawn chairs to enjoy the music in a laid back
setting. To find a list of the scheduled summer performances go to
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/accotink/events.htm.

The park also offers an assortment of classes for adults and children.
Fly tying, boating and beading basics are just a few of the classes.
Classes that focus on dog obedience and agility and puppy training are
available as well. Class listings are posted on http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/accotink/events.htm.

— Chloe Mulliner

The World Cup finals will take place Sunday, June 11. In Fairfax, the big game will
be celebrated with a Fan Fest block party.

World Cup Fever — Catch It
Street Party in Fairfax July 11.

T
he thrill of World Cup 2010 and U.S. men’s soccer fans
celebrated a late-game miracle goal by Landon Donovan
in a 1-0 win over Algeria on June 23. That goal cata-

pulted the U.S. team into the round of 16 and went from being
life support to perhaps the greatest moment in team history.

Here at home, that meant a huge shot of soccer adrenaline for
the faithful. There are lots of places to enjoy the World Cup
games over the remaining few weeks of competition.

One of the grandest celebrations in Northern Virginia will take
place at the World Cup 2010 Fan Fest in Old Town Fairfax City
on Sunday, July 11. The atmosphere and electricity surrounding
Fan Fest in Fairfax is sure to be at a fever pitch.

“We’re going to have a proper street party,” said an event
spokeswoman. “And the way things are going it should be the
place to be.”

The event, a soccer-inspired neighborhood block party as such,
will begin at 1:30 p.m. with the game tabbed to begin at 2:30.
There will be a big screen for viewing, live music and good food
throughout the afternoon. Local food and business vendors will
be on-hand.  North Street in Fairfax City, between Chain Bridge
Road and University Drive, will be closed for the Fan Fest. Plenty
of parking will be available downtown.  Call 703-273-6097 for
more information.
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E F TOTAL WINE & MORE G
This national chain boasts more than 1,000

types of beer at each of its retail locations.

Customers are encouraged to create custom six

packs and bottles can be bought individually.

Greenbriar Town Center, 13055-C Lee Jackson

Highway, Chantilly; 703-817-1177

Pickett Shopping Center, 9484 Main Street,

Fairfax; 703-250-0604

Tower Shopping Center, 6801 Bland Street,

Springfield; 703-912-9387

www.totalwine.com

B JAY’S BREWING
Interested in making your own beer? The founder of this store

grew up in Clifton and sells all the beer-making equipment

and products you need.

12644 Chapel Road, Suite 113, Clifton; 703-543-2663

www.jaysbrewing.com

C SWEETWATER TAVERN D
Head brewer Nick Funnell creates 35 different varieties of

beer annually exclusively for distribution at Sweetwater. The

restaurant employs some brewers who used to work for Old

Dominion Brewing Company.

3066 Gatehouse Plaza, Merrifield; 703-645-8100

14250 Sweetwater Lane, Centreville;  703-449-1100

www.greatamericanrestaurants.com/sweetmainster

Brewing Up Choices For years, restaurants have catered to wine connoisseurs with

tastings, pairings and alternatives. But increasingly foodies are finding that some beer deserves the same treatment

as fine wine — and some craft beers approach the same alcohol content as wine as well.

Americans are no longer limiting their beer choices; now hundreds of smaller breweries have sprung up across the

country offering a wider range of options for the public’s palette.

Many stores and restaurants are also importing specialty beers from abroad for their patrons.

A few nearby restaurants have started hosting beer tastings, where they pair their favorite specialty beers with

dishes that will complement the brews’ taste.

For local beer lovers, here are some best bets for a good selection.

H HARD TIMES CAFÉ & CUE I
With approximately 20 beer taps, this establishment

offers one of the widest selections of draft brews in

southern and central Fairfax County. In addition to

staples like Sam Adams and Miller Lite, the bar also

carries lesser known but well-regarded beers like

Magic Hat’s #9, Shiner Bock and Dogfish Head’s 60

Minute IPA on tap.

4069 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax; 703-267-9590

6362 Springfield Plaza, Springfield; 703-913-6300

www.hardtimes.com

J WEGMANS
This luxury, super-sized grocery store

has almost anything you would ever

need – including dozens of types of beer

in stock. The beer aisle is large enough

to have separate “European,” “West

Coast American Microbrew” and “East

Coast American Microbrew” sections.

11620 Monument Drive, Fairfax;

703-653-1600

www.wegmans.com

A DOGFISH HEAD ALEHOUSE
Known for experimentation and bold

flavors, Dogfish Head Craft Brewery

consistently produces brews that win

high marks from beer critics around the

world. The company is based in Dela-

ware but has opened up three restau-

rants in the area, where several of its

products are available on tap.

13041 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway,

Fairfax; 703-961-1140

www.dogfishalehouse.com

Compiled by Julia O’Donoghue

Graphics by Laurence Foong

For more suggestions see the Connection’s Guide to Summer Fun online.
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6413 Little Ox Rd.
Fairfax Station, VA 22039

5765-C Burke Centre Pkwy • Burke • 703-239-9324

OPSFROH GGRILLE
Great American Food

Spectacular Sunday
Brunch Buffet

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Try Our New Menu Items:

• Balsamic Chips  • Cajun Shrimp
• Homemade Chicken Tenders

• Seafood Jambalya  • Shrimp Pasta
• Linguini with Baby Bell Mushrooms

• Bacon Crusted Filet  • Minute Steak Bistro
Paninis: Smoked Turkey & Mozzarella,

Chicken & Bacon, Italian
FREE Monday - Thursday
Cajun Shrimp Appetizer

with $25 Purchase.
Not valid with any other offers.

20% OFF Lunch
Monday-Friday

Not valid with any other offers.

Calendar

Annual July Fourth Parade and
Concert at Kings Park

T
his year, the organizers of the Fourth of July Pa
rade and Concert at Kings Park Park have more
to celebrate than usual. Supervisor John Cook (R-
Braddock), along with representatives from the

Fairfax County Park Authority and other county dignitaries
will attend the festivities to dedicate the new playground at
the park.

The traditional parade will be held starting from Kings Park
Elementary School at noon. Line up for the parade begins at
11:30 am. Children from Kings Park are invited to decorate
their bicycles in a patriotic theme and join the parade, and
adults with fancy or vintage cars are also invited to join.

The parade will march to Kings Park Park, where there will
be a picnic with hot dogs, chips, snow cones, soda and wa-
ter. Cook will dedicate the new playground at 12:45 p.m.

The Kings Park Band will perform patriotic songs during
the picnic, and a moon bounce will be available from 1-4
p.m. An open house at Parliament Pool is also planned from
4-7 p.m.

If you would like to volunteer at the event, please contact
Rita Botting at 703-425-1293 or Rita.Botting@gmail.com.

To have community events listed, send
to south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416 with questions. Dead-
line for calendar listings is two weeks
prior to event.

THURSDAY/JULY 1
Pat McGee Band. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $57-$471.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the
Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Dinorock: The Great
Dinosaur Mystery, 11:15 a.m. Hayes
Greenfield’s Jazz-a-Ma-Tazz. Free
workshops follow the 10 a.m.
performance; reservations required at
703-255-1824. $8-$10. Wolftrap.org.

Groovy Reading. 2:30 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Sing and dance with
Groovy Nate and his puppets. All
ages. 703-644-7333.

FRIDAY/JULY 2
Gipsy Kings. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $58-$471.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Rites of Ash CD Release, Along
Those Lines with DJ I-Dee. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $10. jamminjava.com.

Hot Society Orchestra of
Washington. 7:30 p.m. Lake
Accotink Park, 7500 Accotink Park
Road, Springfield. Hot jazz and
dance music of the ’20s-’40s. Free.
703-324-7469 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

Swing Speak. 7:30 p.m. Royal Lake
Park, 5344 Gainsborough Drive,
Fairfax. Swing music. Free. 703-324-

7469 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances.

Rites of Ash CD Release, Along
Those Lines and DJ I-Dee. 8 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10. jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 3
Gipsy Kings. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $58-$471.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the
Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Dinorock: The Great
Dinosaur Mystery, 11:15 a.m. Hayes
Greenfield’s Jazz-a-Ma-Tazz. Free
workshops follow the 10 a.m.
performance; reservations required at
703-255-1824. $8-$10.
www.wolftrap.org.

Parade The Day Reunion Show,
Boys Will Be Boys and Safety
Word Orange. 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 advance, $13 day of
show. jamminjava.com.

Burke Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-12
p.m. at VRE parking lot, 5671
Roberts Parkway, Burke.

Northern Virginia Country
Western Dance Association. At
Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church, 10125 Lakehaven Court,
Burke. Line dance lessons at 7:30
p.m., couples specialty dance at 8
p.m., open dancing 8:30-11 p.m. Two
Step, Waltz, Line, Swing, Cha Cha,
and specialty dances. Admission $5-
$12. www.nvcwda.org or 703-860-
4941.

Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association, Inc. 10 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Master Gardeners
provide horticultural tips,

information, techniques and advice
to home gardeners. Adults. 703-293-
6227.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. The Fairfax County
Master Gardeners Association gives
tips and strategies. Adults. 703-978-
5600.

TUESDAY/JULY 6
Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the

Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Culkin School of
Irish Dance: Tir na nOg, 11:15 a.m.
Robbie Schaefer: Songs for Kids Like
Us. Free workshops follow the 10
a.m. performance; reservations

required at 703-255-1824. $8-$10.
www.wolftrap.org.

SmartMarkets Weekly Farmer’s
Markets. 3:30-6:30 p.m. at the
corner of Monument Drive and
Government Center Parkway in
Fairfax Corner. Every Tuesday
through Oct. 26.
www.smartmarkets.org.

Fairfax Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-12
p.m. at Van Dyck Park, 3720 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax.

Deep River and Marie Miller. 7:30
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $10. jamminjava.com.

Fishy Fun. 2:30 p.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Silly songs, stories, and poems about
our scaly, swimmy friends with
storyteller Gary Lloyd. All ages. 703-
249-1520.

Calling All Guys. 7 p.m. Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. New meeting night. Book
discussion group for boys. “Call of
the Wild” by Jack London. Age 9-12
with adult. 703-978-5600.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.
Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. The
Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association gives tips and advice.
Adults. 703-644-7333.

Barnyard Fun: Storytime for 2’s
and 3’s. 10:30 a.m. Pohick Regional
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Share stories, music and
activities all about animals that live
on the farm. Age 2-3 with adult. 703-
644-7333.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 7
Mamma Mia! 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $44-$231.

See Calendar,  Page 13

If you do not
get The
Burke
Connection
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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Open House dates for 2010:
Tuesday July 6, Tuesday July 27,

Sunday August 29
(7:00 pm)

SPORT CAMP
AND TENNIS CAMP

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holiday

10 am Shows Monday - Friday

3 University Mall Theatres
Fairfax • Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock • 273-7111

JUNE 28 - JULY 2 ................. ....ICE AGE 3 (G)
JULY 5- JULY 9 ................. .... ...PIPPI LONGSTOCKINGS (G)

JULY 12 - JULY 16............. ... ...ALIENS IN THE ATTIC (G)
JULY 19 - JULY 23.... .... ... ... ... STUART LITTLE (PG)

SUMMER CINEMA
CAMP!!!

All Seats $2.00, 10 for $15 or Season pass (11 wks for $11)

Attendees will receive valuable coupons
 for Best Deli & Brion’s Grille!

Calendar

703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.
Todd Wright’s 40x40 Finale Show

and Scott Simons. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
$12. jamminjava.com.

Wakefield Farmers Market. 2-6
p.m. at 8100 Braddock Road,
Annandale.

Needlework Group. 10:30 a.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Bring a project to work
on and enjoy the company of other
needlecrafters. Adults. 703-249-
1520.

Lunch Bunnies. 12 p.m. Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. Bring lunch and listen to
stories. Birth-5 with adult. 703-978-
5600.

Rainforests Alive. 7 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Discover the world of
tropical rainforests and meet unique
creatures that call the jungle their
home. Presented by Reptiles Alive.
703-644-7333.

Writers’ Roundtable. 7 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Discuss your work with
other writers. 703-644-7333.

THURSDAY/JULY 8
Mamma Mia! 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $44-$231.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Swing Dance with Junk Yard
Saints. 7:30 at The Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. $10.
www.headoverheelsdance.com.

Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the
Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Culkin School of
Irish Dance: Tir na nOg, 11:15 a.m.

Robbie Schaefer: Songs for Kids Like
Us. Free workshops follow the 10
a.m. performance; reservations
required at 703-255-1824. $8-$10.
www.wolftrap.org.

Boyce Avenue and Tamar
Kaprelian. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12.
jamminjava.com.

Brain Benders. 10:30 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. See everyday
objects through scientific eyes.
Presented by Maryland Science
Center. Age 6-12. 703-293-6227.

Dig Those Dinosaurs. 2:30 p.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. Beale Street Puppets
presents prehistoric performers that
bring the past alive. All ages. 703-
978-5600.

Thursday Theater. 11:30 a.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Bring lunch and watch
movies, we supply the popcorn. Call
for titles. Ages 1-6 with adult. 703-
644-7333.

FRIDAY/JULY 9
Mamma Mia! 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $44-$231.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

City of Fairfax Concert Band. 7:30
p.m. Lake Accotink Park, 7500
Accotink Park Road, Springfield. Big
band sounds. 703-324-7469 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

Night Music. 7:30 p.m. Royal Lake
Park, 5344 Gainsborough Drive,
Fairfax. Vintage rock. Free. 703-324-
7469 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances.

David Johansen. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
$30. jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 10
Mamma Mia! 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at

Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. $44-$231. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the
Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Culkin School of
Irish Dance: Tir na nOg, 11:15 a.m.
Robbie Schaefer: Songs for Kids Like
Us. Free workshops follow the 10
a.m. performance; reservations
required at 703-255-1824. $8-$10.
www.wolftrap.org.

The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s
OTO String Quartet. 10 a.m.
Burke Lake Park Amphitheater, 7315
Ox Road, Fairfax Station. Free. 703-
324-7469 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances.

Jimmy Lange Boxing. 7:30 p.m. at
the George Mason Patriot Center,
4500 University Drive, Fairfax. Ticket
Information: Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
with the first fight set for 7:30 p.m.
Tickets $35-$500, online at
www.ticketmaster.com, via
Phonecharge at 703-573-SEAT or
www.patriotcenter.com.

Erik Mongrain. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $15.
jamminjava.com.

Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association, Inc. 10 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Master Gardeners
provide horticultural tips,
information, techniques and advice
to home gardeners. 703-293-6227.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. The Fairfax County
Master Gardeners Association gives
tips and strategies. Adults. 703-978-
5600.

From Page 12
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selling them at card shows.
“We did weekend shows all up and down

the East coast,” Lanny Jennings said.
“Shelley hated it because I was gone.”

She was used to having him to herself on
the weekends.

“We were married seven years when this
started,” Shelley Jennings said. “We used
to spend every weekend together, and then
he started doing these baseball cards and I
hated it.”

Lanny Jenning’s new hobby had worn out
its welcome with his wife, and it didn’t take
too long for it to do the same with Lanny
himself.

“Baseball cards became very stressful for
me,” he said. “We took
it to the level where I
would go do a show
and I knew that Mon-
day being delivered to
the house was $30-
40,000 worth of cards
that I had to pay for.
So I had to sell $30-
40,000 worth of cards
that weekend.”

Lanny Jennings was
tired of that kind of
pressure, and Shelley
Jennings had been laid
off and was looking for
a new career path. So
in 1994, the two de-
cided to become a
baseball card distribu-
tor, a wholesaler, to
stores throughout the
area.

“The banks loved a
woman starting a busi-
ness, so they were
more than happy to
loan her money,”
Lanny Jennings said.
“So we did, we started
a wholesale business with baseball cards.”

BASEBALL CARDS expanded to sports
cards and allowed them to travel to a sports
cards convention in Hawaii every year. Fa-
mous athletes attended the convention all
the time, and the couple met their fair share
of former stars. They played golf with Joe
Namath, took a picture with Evander
Holyfield and another with Magic Johnson.
They met Pete Rose.

While all that was going on, the couple
began to expand their business. In 1996,
they set up shop in Burke Town Plaza as
The Batter’s Box and the Beanie Zoo, sell-
ing sports and Pokémon cards as well as Ty
Beanie Babies, which they often bought
from others to resell in their store because
they couldn’t get an account with Ty.

While in Burke Town Plaza, the Jennings
came up with the name Collectable Trea-
sures. Their business soon outgrew the
small space they owned, and they decided
to set up shop in Old Keene Mill Center, fi-

nally changing the store’s name to what it
is now.

They continued to sell cards and Beanie
Babies for a while, but soon discovered they
couldn’t compete with the Internet by sell-
ing just these items.

“[In] the sports arena, bricks and mortar
stores could not compete against the
Internet because you were competing
against every Tom, Dick and Harry that ever
wanted to collect baseball cards,” Lanny
Jennings said.

Shelley Jennings was having a rough time
too.

“I’d have people coming in looking at the
dolls and they’d say ‘oh, I just wanted to
see what the doll looked like. I’m going back
and ordering it online.’ Made you feel real

good,” she said, sarcastically. “So we just
had to phase them out. We couldn’t pay rent
that way. Collectables started not being so
popular so we got into more general gifts,
home décor.”

And they started expanding. First, they
set up a store in Lorton in 2003, but that
didn’t go so well.

“The store failed miserably,” Lanny
Jennings said. “We were there for 11
months in a brand new shopping center and
not one of the 11 months including Decem-
ber was profitable.”

They were told all kinds of shops and res-
taurants were coming to the area, but in-
stead it was filled with real estate offices
and few customers ever came by.

So, a year later, they moved to Fairfax
Corner. Then set up another store in
Twinbrooke in 2008, and another in Fair
Oaks Mall a year after that. The couple now
own four stores, and yet make little money
doing it.

“After doing this for 20 years now, I con-

tinue to work a full-
time job and that’s
what supports us,”
Lanny Jennings
said. “We make
enough money to
pay our bills and
pay our employees,
but there’s no
money left to live
on.”

Shelley Jennings
puts in 60-65 hours
a week into the
store, all for a mea-
ger salary. Lanny
Jennings puts in
around 35 for no
salary, in addition

to often more than 50 hours per week at
Hitachi Data Systems.

So, why do they do it?
“Because we’re crazy,” said Shelley

Jennings, with a laugh. “I love having a
store. I love helping customers. I hate the
paperwork, but I enjoy finding that special
gift for a customer.”

That personal touch has helped make
them a part of the community in the 10
years since the store opened. Lanny
Jennings was always entertaining the chil-
dren that come through, and Shelley
Jennings is on a constant mission to find
the right gift for everyone.

“I have a son who’s a convicted felon,”
Lanny Jennings said. The son is with his
first wife. “Sometimes I think it was my
fault. So I spend a lot of time with the kids
here, getting them into playing card games
and being with them on weekends.”

He hosted Pokémon and Yu-Gi-Oh card
game tournaments just outside the store
every Sunday for around 3-1/2 years, in

Business

Collectable Treasures Closes Storefront

Collectable Treasures co-owner Lanny Jennings
surveys some of his merchandise before locking
the door for the final time. He and his wife Shelley
owned the store for 10 years.

temperatures ranging from 26 to 102 de-
grees. As long as the children wanted to do
it, he would be there.

“I wanted them to have a different choice
than my son,” Lanny Jennings said. “He’s a
good kid, I love him. He’s married and he’s
on his own and he’s not in jail anymore,
but he’s been there. So I did a lot with the
kids over here.”

That included getting them to do chores
at home.

“I’ll make deals with them and say ‘your
mom would buy you two of these Silly
Bandz or Webkinz if tonight, when you get
home, you get out the vacuum cleaner and
you take it outside and you vacuum the
front of their car and the back of their car
and the trunk of their car,” Lanny Jennings
said. “Moms and dads always like that when
they come up here.”

Customers appreciate Lanny Jennings for
his ability to connect with children, and
Shelley Jennings’ desire to go to any length
to make them happy. But the two of them
will move on, always in search of their
“golden ring,” they always talk about, that
one day when they can finally say they
made it as small business owners. Shelley
Jennings will do all the billing from their
home now, and she said she will focus most
of her attention on the Twinbrooke store
for the time being.

There won’t be anything like their first
Collectable Treasures. Nothing can replace
that store.

“We’ve enjoyed being here,” Shelley
Jennings said. “We really didn’t want to
leave.”

But when they do, they hope the spirit of
their tiny franchise will live on.

“It’s good to put a smile on somebody’s
face,” Lanny Jennings said. “Especially
when they’re a stranger.”

From Page 3

Collectable Treasures on Old Keene Mill Road is closed now, with much
of the merchandise still available. Some will be given to charities and
some will be put in the owners’ other locations.
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Sports

Virginia Tech’s Berman Cuts to Chase

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

J
ared Berman never imagined
his freshmen year of college
as a long distance runner at
Virginia Tech would be filled

with such drama. But the 2009
Robinson Secondary School graduate,
as it turned out, experienced enough
highs and lows during one school year
of athletics to fill an entire college ca-
reer.

“I had trained real hard [last sum-
mer] because I wanted to do real well
as a freshman,” said Berman.

All of that hard summertime work,
which included long distance runs of
7 to 9 miles called “steadies,” a timed
practice routine in which Berman and
former Edison
High runner Lee
Degfae took part
in together, ulti-
mately paid off for
the Fairfax Station
resident.

But there were
times when it ap-
peared Berman’s
first year as a
Hokie runner
would be less than fulfilling.

Throughout the first half of last fall’s
cross country season, Berman had not
yet been called upon to participate in
a meet. As a freshman, that is not un-
usual as newcomers to the program
often play secondary roles to more
seasoned team members. So Berman
was thrilled when long distance coach
Ben Thomas informed him he would
be competing at Tech’s midseason
meet at Appalachian State (N.C).

At the time, Berman was struggling
with an injury to his right foot but was
not about to let that hold him back.
So, in his first race as a Virginia Tech
runner, Berman gave it all he had and
finished an impressive 23rd place
overall.

That night back on Tech’s campus
in Blacksburg, Berman was in so much
pain that he called upon an athletic
trainer at 1 a.m. That’s when he
learned he had run with a stress frac-
ture and would be sidelined at least a
month.

“That was terrible,” said Berman,
who credited his mother, Deborah,
back home in Northern Virginia with
encouraging him to do the work over
the ensuing weeks to regain his health
and running form. “I was kind of dis-
appointed.”

For a stretch of time, he had to wear

a protective boot on his right foot. He said
it often dragged on the floors or walkways
where he moved about, leaving a black
streak in his path. Fellow students always
knew where Berman had been.

“I had this ridiculous boot on my foot and
there were a bunch of skid
marks [where I’d dragged it],”
said Berman with a laugh.
“Girls thought it was funny.”

Berman never returned to
action that cross country sea-
son and was still on the mend
when the winter indoor track
and field season started up.
Eventually, after the winter
break, it was decided he would
be red-shirted for the indoor
season, meaning he would not
compete over the winter but

still retain
four years of
eligibility.

The red-
shirt status
actually car-
ried into the
outdoor sea-
son as well,
so it ap-
p e a r e d
B e r m a n ’ s

school year of running was
over. He was still allowed to
practice with the team, how-
ever, and was nearly back to
full strength. He began, at Tho-
mas’ suggestion, practicing the
3,000-meters steeplechase run,
a long distance event in which
participants, running around
the track, must clear numerous
hurdles as well as a few water barrier jumps.

Berman had no idea his work in the event
would lead to his return to competition that
spring. But that’s what happened. Thomas
found a loophole to get Berman back on
the active roster and he was no longer a
spring red-shirt. Berman, in his first outdoor
competition, ran well in a 5,000-meters race
at William & Mary.

One of Berman’s best moments of the year
was when he received his running gear, in-
cluding team warm-ups, prior to that meet
in Williamsburg.

“Before the William & Mary meet, Coach
Thomas texted me and told me to come in
and get my gear,” said Berman. “I was like,
‘How is this possible, I should [still be] red-
shirted?’ But he told me I would be racing
at William & Mary and that I would be on
the roster.”

Two weeks following the William & Mary
meet, Berman made his steeple chase de-
but at none other than the ACC Champion-
ships at Clemson University.

“I was a little scared,” he said. “I was in
the steeple for the first time.”

But Berman was outstanding. He nearly
tripped early in the race when his trail foot
hit the third barrier on a hurdle. But he kept
going and ultimately finished sixth at the
championship event.

It was an incredible showing for the first-
year collegiate runner who, several weeks
earlier, never dreamed he’d even be on the
active team roster.

“He scored for us as a freshman in the
steeplechase at the conference champion-
ships,” said Thomas. “That’s something
that’s hard to do as a freshman.”

Another highlight came later in the out-
door season when Berman finished second
in the mile race at an invitational at Ohio
State.

Overall, it had turned into an unexpect-
edly wonderful spring. One of Berman’s fa-
vorite parts of being on the team was the
travel.

“What’s awesome about the outdoor sea-
son is you get to travel a lot and see all these
places, like Atlanta,” said Berman, who is
studying civil engineering at Tech. “And I
had never been to Ohio before.”

WHEN THE SCHOOL YEAR ended,
Berman, at the recommendation of the Vir-
ginia Tech coaching staff, set his focus on
competing in the steeplechase event at the
USA Junior Outdoor Track and Field Cham-
pionships on June 23-27 on the campus of

Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.
There, much like his showing at the ACC
Championships, Berman came up big once
again with a stunning second place steeple
finish.

Going in, Berman was confident he could
better his ACC sixth place time of 9:04.60
at the Junior Championships. He barely
missed, timing at 9:04.76 in Des Moines.
But his second place finish, behind winner
Dakota Peachee (9:03.43), was still excep-

tional.
Going into Nationals, the confident

Berman was totally focused.
“I was ready for a PR (personal

best time) and knew I could,” said
Berman. “I knew I had to get down
to business. I was ready to compete
and have one of the biggest races in
my life. I had a good warm-up and
was ready.”

Berman’s strategy was to stay at
the back of the running field for most
of the race and then make his move
with 1-1/2 laps to go. He did just
that, making his move with about
150-meters remaining and even tak-
ing the lead. Peachee, however,
passed Berman on the down-stretch.
But finishing second was a thrill
nonetheless.

“It was a huge crowd and Drake
Stadium is beautiful,” said Berman.
“Finishing second, I had a lot of en-
ergy and adrenaline.”

By finishing in the top two,
Berman qualified for the upcoming
World Junior Championships in
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada,
July 19-25.

“I’m so excited,” he said. “Me and
[Coach Thomas] are going crazy get-
ting stuff done [for the trip]. Virginia
Tech is helping me get my passport.”

“Finishing in the top two at the
USA Junior Championships is quite
an honor for him,” said Thomas.

“The steeplechase is something Jared just
picked up and started in January.”

Berman, the Concorde District cross coun-
try champion during his senior year at
Robinson, has quickly learned how chal-
lenging the steeplechase event is.

“The hardest part of the event is prob-
ably going over the barriers with a bunch
of people all around you in a pack,” he said.
“My favorite part is that it’s an interesting
race. It’s not just running, but you’ve got
barriers and its pretty challenging.”

Make no mistake, Berman loves a chal-
lenge. And he had plenty of those his fresh-
men year at Tech.

“I’m very proud of Jared’s accomplish-
ments,” said Thomas. “He’s just a fearless
racer. I love the way he puts himself into a
race. He goes after it. He’s a real tough com-
petitor who obviously has some talent to
go with that tenacity. I think he’s going to
do great things in the future. He’s going to
be a special athlete for us over the next three
years here at Virginia Tech.”

Robinson Secondary graduate Jared Berman
finds his stride in steeplechase event.

Fairfax Station resident Jared Berman will be
competing for Virginia Tech in the steeplechase
event at the World Junior Track and Field Cham-
pionships July 19-25 in New Brunswick, Canada.
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“I was a little
scared. I was in the
steeple for the first
time.”

— Jared Berman

Burke Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.

703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM

 Worship Service
10:30 AM

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - 6:30 PM Youth Meeting
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM

Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd

703-323-5400
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

703-455-2500
Lutheran

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church
703-455-7500
Methodist

Burke United Methodist Church
703-250-6100

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church
03-978-8724

Non-Denominational
Burke Community Church

703-425-0205
Calvary Christian Church

703-455-7041
Knollwood Community Church

703-425-2068

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest

703-912-1719
Baptist

Preservation of Zion Fellowship
703-409-1015

Catholic
Church of the Nativity

703-455-2400
Christian Reformed

Grace Christian Reformed Church
703-323-8033

Presbyterian
Burke Presbyterian Church

703-764-0456
Sansaug Korean Presbyterian

703-425-3377
Unitarian Universalist

Accotink Unitarian Universalist
703-503-4579

b b

Messiah United Methodist Church
www.messiahumc.org

Check out our:
• dynamic youth group
• both men’s and women’s ministry
• wonderful choir, bell choirs and a full orchestra

Sunday Services 8:15, 9:30 and 11 am
Sunday School 9:30 and 11 am
Childcare is available during worship

6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
(near West Springfield High School)

703-569-9862

Lamons took over the early research, find-
ing support groups online, gathering any
information she could on congenital heart
defects and HLHS and looking after the
three older boys. “GrandPenny,” as they call
her, has been a strong support for her fam-
ily in the past few years, doing all she can
to help.

“Corbin’s 23 months of life had more of a
positive effect on more lives than most
people can have in a lifetime,” she said.

The family has benefited from the love
and support of friends as well. From the be-
ginning, Hope Schaaf and Diane James have
been eager and willing to help with the fund
raiser and foundation, serving as secretary
and treasurer, respectively.

“I loved Corbin and I love this family,”
said Schaaf, who knows the Grabbs from
their membership at Sovereign Grace
Church in Fairfax. She’ll be on hand early
in the morning of July 24 for this year’s race,
her month-old infant in tow, helping to reg-
ister runners and hand out information.

This year’s course is exactly 5 miles, Travis
Grabb said, starting and stopping in the
parking lot of the ice cream vendor at Burke
Lake Park. The morning kicks off with a 1-
mile walk/fun run in which children are
encouraged to participate and treat as a race

if they’d like.
Many local businesses have signed on as

sponsors, including Petersons’ Ice Cream in
Clifton, the Heart in Hand restaurant, All
that Glitters jewelry shop and many oth-
ers. A team of volunteers from a nearby
Kohl’s store will also come out that morn-
ing to help with the event, and the com-
pany matches every hour of their time with
a monetary donation, Travis Grabb said. All
participants in the event are automatically
entered into a
series of raffles
for prizes in-
c l u d i n g
brunches, gift
certificates or
other coupons.
Also being
raffled this
year is a heart
quilt made by Terri’s sister, Sherri, who lives
in Michigan.

The next day, family and friends will
gather at Corbin’s gravesite for a memorial
celebration, in which hundreds of butter-
flies will be released.

“When I was at the Ronald McDonald
house with Corbin, the boys would ask to
send kisses to their brother,” Terri Grabb
said. “I told them to send their kisses on
the wings of a butterfly.”

Community

Corbin Memorial Fun Run at Burke Lake Park
From Page 4

Remembering Corbin
This year, Corbin’s Fun Run is scheduled for Satur-

day, July 24, at Burke Lake Park starting at 8 a.m. All
participants are automatically entered into a series of
drawings for prizes provided by local businesses. Ad-
vanced registration is $26 for runners ages 12 and
older; between 6 and 11 years of age, the rate is $11.
Registration the day of the event is $30 per adult and
$15 for youth. For more information, go to
www.corbinsfunrun.net. Registration can be done
online, by mail or by stopping at Brion’s Grille 10621
Braddock Road, in Fairfax, on Friday, July 23.

By releasing butterflies near
Corbin’s birthday, it’s a way to re-
member him, to send him their
love, to keep his memory alive,
she said, wiping a tear from her
eye.

She remembered the early days,
before Corbin was born, feeling
overwhelmed. It’s still difficult to
talk about, she said, but she needs
to tell his story for those families

who are going
through the
same thing and
for those fami-
lies whose children are
lucky enough to have sur-
vived.

In the beginning, the
family was only able to
find three children over

the age of 18 who had HLHS at birth,
Lamons said. That number is growing,
slowly but surely, thanks to advances in
medicine and technology.

Their Corbin might not be one of them,
but his memory also lives on in the dona-
tions received by the foundation which are
given to, among other organizations, Ten-
der Hearts, a Merrifield-based support
group for families dealing with congenital
heart defects. They also provide funding to

the Children’s National Medical Center in
Baltimore and Inova Fairfax Hospital, both
of which are improving their resources and
treatment options for children with congeni-
tal heart defects, many of whose parents
may not even know a defect exists until
symptoms develop. Some people born with
congenital heart defects don’t know there’s
a problem until they’re adults, Lamons said.

Photos of Corbin and his brothers line the
entryway to his parents’ home in Fairfax
Station. Four smiling, bright-eyed boys, in
matching sweaters and plaid pants, with
their parents in one photo; in another, the
boys are walking in a line in their large back-
yard, with Brodie and Aiden holding their
little brother’s hand.

“I told them to send their
kisses on the wings of a
butterfly.”

— Terri Grabb said

Faith Notes

Kirkwood Presbyterian Church,
8336 Carrleigh Parkway, Spring-
field, is hosting a free Sunday Sundae
Summer Movie Supperx on Sunday,
July 25, at 4 p.m. There will be a light
supper, The Disney movie “Cars” and a
sundae bar with all the toppings.
ejdowning@cox.net.

Mission Ambassadors is part of
the Vacation Bible School at
Sydenstricker United Methodist Church.
On three days, students who have com-
pleted the fifth and sixth grades visit
local missions to learn about and partici-
pate in their work. This year trips to The
Lamb Center, Food for Others, and The
Hermitage are scheduled. Join us for a
Fourth of July Picnic at 12 p.m. in the
grove next to the church. Moon bounce,
patriotic singing and more.
Sydenstricker United Methodist Church,
8508 Sydenstricker Road, Springfield.
703-451-8223 or
www.sumcdisciples.org.

The Ministry of Music and Per-
forming Arts of the Greater Little
Zion Baptist Church, 10185 Zion
Drive, Fairfax will present a  Musical
Extravaganza on 4 p.m. on Saturday,
July 17. The program will feature some
of the most anointed musical talent in
the region. The public is invited, admis-
sion is free. 703-764-9111.

Messiah United Methodist
Church, 6215 Rolling Road in Spring-
field, will begin GriefShare, a free,
church-sponsored support group 7:15
p.m. Wednesdays, July 14 through Oct.
6. The focus is on Christ-centered heal-
ing through small group interaction.
Recovering from the death of a spouse,
a close family member, or a special
friend, takes time. Child care is available
upon request. Contact Chum Robert at
703-455-2344.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

.

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall
• Mid-day Recess/Lunch/Bus Attendant

2 options: 11am-1:30pm or
11am-4:30pm, $12/hr

Elementary School Teachers:  
College Degree  Required 

• General Teachers, K - 3
Middle School Teachers

• Spanish Teacher, PT, M/W/F
12:30-3:30

• Video Specialist, PT, T/Th
12:30 - 3:30

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
FAX: 703-713-3336

DENTAL ASSISTANT
We are looking for that special 
someone to help complete our team!  
Experienced dental asst needed for 
2-doctor perio practice.  Must be a 
motivated team player w/great com-
munication skills and attention to 
detail.  Offices in McLean & Burke.  
FT.    Benefits.    Email   resume  to: 
sandy@novaperioimplant.com

DENTAL FRONT DESK
Burke  orthodontic   office  seeks  front   desk 
position. Dental Experience helpful. Email 
Resume to xdianacampbell55@msn.com or 

FAX to 703-425-6281.

HOME CARE IN ARLINGTON
Looking for Good Caregivers

RN’s, LPN’s, PT’s, OT’s, ST’s, LICSW

✭ New graduates are welcome ✭
Fax: 240-764-8897 or apply online

www.femnursingservices.com. 

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

JANITORIAL POSITIONS

Cleared personnel needed in Springfield, 
VA for janitorial positions starting at 

$19.00 an hour. Please call 
(410) 789-3320 if interested.

Office Manager 
Peachtree (A/P, GL) and proficiency in 
Excel required. Will handle Human Re-
sources, Payroll, Accounting, plus other 
duties. Include salary requirements with 
resume. Benefits include: health, dental, 
401K, and paid leave. Send resume to 
HR.officemanager@yahoo.com

PART-TIME / FULL-TIME
Be Your Own Boss!

Unlimited Income Potential
Marketing a Service everyone needs

With Pre-Paid Legal, Low Start-up Costs
Independent Associate, 540-785-5878

VVDDOOTT  iiss  HHiirriinngg
• Equipment Repair

Technicians and 
• Maintenance Crew Members!

For details on job opportunities, locations, 
and to apply, go to: www.vdot.jobs.

We keep Virginia Moving
VDOT is an equal opportunity employer

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN
Part or full time position for experi-
enced veterinary Technician.  Need a 
reliable, dedicated person who can 
work side by side with our doctors 
and other team members.  Top rated 
clinic looking for top level person to 
join our team.  Pick up application 
or    fax  resume  to  703-830-1869.  
CLIFTON-CENTREVILLE ANIMAL CLINIC 

703-830-8844

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVER
Responsible caregiver, experi-
enced and bilingual 
(English/Spanish) seeks oppor-
tunity in Fairfax/Vienna area 
to care for infant or assist ac-
tive senior with daily tasks. 
Excellent refs.  Contact Maria 
703-242-3742.  Leave msg.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville
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Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sheet Metal company in Lorton, Va. looking for 
individual with general office skills, computer 
knowledge and phone answering experience.

Call 703-550-9888 ext. 4 or fax resume to 

703-550-7585.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

“NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST”
We do all repairs!

•Tile •Kitchens •Baths,
•Small Additions,
•Home Improvements
•Grading •Hauling •Clean-up
703-250-1788 or 703-582-1847

email: cehall@cox.net

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
•Patios •Walkways

•Retaining Walls
•Drainage Problems

•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

ASPHALT

Don’t replace It! Save it!
20% Disc.

on
Asphalt,

Sealing & Repair.
Free Est. All Work Guar.

25 Years Exp.
Call Tammy

703-599-8078
703-214-3728

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

EmploymentEmployment

LEAD TELLER  
NEEDED FOR SPRINGFIELD 

AREA
Union First Market Bank is seeking a Lead 
Teller for the Springfield area.  Positions re-
quire good communication skills, an ability to 
excel in a retail sales environment, dependabil-
ity, flexibility and experience with customer 
service and cash handling.  Prior bank teller 
experience and supervisor experience prefer-
red. Qualified candidates should submit an ap-
plication on-line at www.bankatunion.com, 
choose the "Careers" link.  We offer an excel-
lent compensation and benefits package. 
Please reference the specific position on 
your application. All applicants must pass a 
consumer credit check.                               EOE

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 2010 H.S. GRADS

SUMMER WORK!
$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

*LOST DOG*
“Casey” is a male,

38lb Beagle/Sheltie mix last
seen 6/20 by the Kohl’s

department store in Burke.
Please contact Adrianne at 703-675-2849

if you have any information

32 Lost 32 Lost

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Russian Gourmet, LLC trading 

as Russian Gourmet, 9980 
Main Street, Fairfax, VA 

22031. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and 

beer off premise license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. Zourab 
Tsiskaridze, owner. 

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

ESTATE/YARD SALE,
Sat. July 3 from 8am - 1pm. 

19th century home 
furnishings, piano, toys, 

bike, jewelry, desks, sofa, 
lawn mower, ottoman, 

much more.
8152 Ridge Creek Way, 

Springfield, Virginia 22153; 
703/455-3256.

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

Christian nanny look-
ing for live out position 

new to NOVA. CPR/first 
aid cert. exp w/children 

of all ages. Reliable 
transportation, excellent 

refs. call Allison at 
410-733-1742

117 Adoption

ADOPTION  
Loving childless couple 
wishing to adopt an in-
fant.  Willing to pay legal 
and medical expenses. 
Plse call Hope & Bill 
571-249-9122.  Collect 
Calls Accepted

Loving couple wishing to 
adopt a newborn. Can pay 

legal and medical expenses.
Call Alexa toll free at 

1-(888)329-6280.

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LANDSCAPING

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

MASONRY

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios
Exposed Aggregate

Sidewalks • Carports
Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick
Stonework

703-204-0733

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios,
Driveways,

Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Micah Hafich of Woodbridge, a junior Air
Force ROTC cadet majoring in mathematics
in the College of Science and pursuing a mi-
nor in leadership studies.

Michael Edwards of Burke, a junior,
public and urban affairs major in the College
of Architecture and Urban Studies at Virginia
Tech, was picked to be a 2010 Virginia Tech
Orientation Leader. Twenty-four orientation
leaders and six orientation assistants will wel-
come the class of 2014 during Student
Orientation in July.

dents lined the circular hallway at 1:45
p.m. and sang “For He’s a Jolly Good Fel-
low” when Gossin emerged from his office.

After Gossin shook everyone’s hand, the
boy scouts flew a special flag for him, the
PTA presented him with a plaque and the
PTA board and Assistant Principal Tamera
Sistrunk shared warm thoughts. PTA Vice
President Nickole Acquaro used the meta-
phor of a “flowering cherry tree” to describe
Gossin’s life and his time spent helping chil-
dren as a “fine, great principal.” Acquaro
and the rest of the board presented the
school with a cherry tree to plant outside
in his honor.

But his time spent with children isn’t com-
ing to a close just yet. Along with catching
up on housework, Gossin plans on volun-
teering and tutoring, especially in math,
once his duties are complete at the end of
summer.

Mark Bibbee, the current assistant prin-
cipal at Navy Elementary, will take over as
Cherry Run’s principal. Although Gossin
said the students and staff “will be in out-
standing hands,” the community believes
there will never be another one like him.

“He can never be replaced,” Sistrunk said.
“He served as a father, big brother and hon-
orary grandfather. He’s one in a million.”

News

PTA President Nancy Ohanian gives a speech honoring Stephen Gossin
before presenting him with a flag, plaque and tree in his honor.
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From Page 3

Farewell to Principal

The main, circular-shaped hall is
lined with students waiting to
surprise Stephen Gossin with a
handshaking ceremony and a
special presentation on Wednes-
day, June 23.

-

On May 1, the Virginia Tech Corps of Ca-
dets conducted a Pass in Review to honor the
Class of 2010 as they become alumni of the
corps and to usher in the Class of 2011 as the
new cadet officers and commanders of the
Regiment.

Command will be passed from Cadet Pe-
ter Laclede of Fairfax, a senior
double-majoring in political science and his-
tory in the College of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences and pursuing a minor in leadership
studies, who will be an intelligence officer in
the U.S. Air Force after graduation, to Cadet

College Notes



20  ❖  Burke Connection  ❖  July 1-7, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

Buzz & Courtney
Jordan
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

CALL JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

David Billups &
Virginia Clark-Billups
Associate Brokers, Lifetime
NVAR Top Producers
703-690-1795
BillupsTeam.com

Catie & Steve
Direct: 703-278-9313

Cell: 703-362-2591
NVAR Top Producers

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207

ronandsusanonline.com

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with

Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Laura Baranek
703-380-8993
Working For You!

Carol Hermandorfer
703.216.4949

carolh@longandfoster.com
Personal Service & Focus on Your Goals

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

Barbara Nowak
& Gerry Staudte
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894
gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

ANN & HAL
GRAINGER
703-503-1870
Top 1% Nationwide
Assoc. Broker,
33+ Yrs. Experience
www.GraingerTeam.com

BETSY RUTKOWSKI
703-503-1478, 703-282-5818
Betsy.Rutkowski@LongandFoster.com
www.Realty4Design.com
Real Service, Real Commitment, Real Results!

Check out my website!
GOWITHLAURA.COM

This site is loaded with information that
can help you learn more about your community.

Whether you plan to buy, sell, rent or are just curious
you will find useful facts here. Please visit!

For a personal consultation
please call me 703-380-8993.

Fairfax Station  $625,000
4 bdrms, 3 1/2 baths. Totally remodeled kitchen with granite, new
cabinets & stainless steel appliances! Bay windows, skylights &
MBR cathedral ceiling. Spacious rec rm with bar area & large
storage rm. Raised hearth FP in family rm with French doors to
deck. Wonderful pond & patio in private flat rear yard.

Manassas  $585,000
4 Car Garage!

Big 5BR colonial on 2 acre wooded lot! Remodeled kitchen  w/
cherry & granite! Library, Finished walkout bsmt!

See more details online at: www.6912trumpeterswanlane.com

Find us on                   Long & Foster Burke/Fairfax Station

TO REGISTER:
Please contact Mary Ann Plonka at 703-503-1898

or maryann.plonka@longandfoster.com

TIME:

7:00-9:00 PM

LOCATION:

Long & Foster’s Northern

Virginia Training Center

3069 Nutley St.

Fairfax, VA 22031

From the Beltway (495), take Rte. 66 West to the
Nutley St. South Exit (exit 62) towards Fairfax.
Go through the intersection of Lee Highway and
Nutley Street. The training center is located in
the Pan Am Shopping Center on the left.

Save A Date To Attend
Long & Foster’s FREE

Real Estate Career Seminar
DATES IN 2010:

July 28

September 1

September 29

Ready to make your move?
Call today for prompt,
Professional Service!

SHEILA GREGORY, Realtor
703-503-1858

sheila.gregory@longandfoster.com

Fairfax Station  $649,900
Walk to Fountainhead Park!

Charming home 5BR, 3BA, large screened porch, mostly Brick. Finished
walk-out basement w/Rec Rm, BR and bath. Updated. Great Buy.

See this property at www.GraingerTeam.com.

SHEILA GREGORY
703-503-1858

sheila.gregory@longandfoster.com
Buy, Sell, or Rent
With Confidence!

Clifton $849,000
Unique Home began life as an Authentic
Farmhouse in 1900! Expanded to accommo-
date today’s active lifestyle! 6.35 acre prop-
erty w barn, pool, fenced paddock & 3
fenced pastures. Located on one of the pret-
tiest streets in Clifton. Spacious master
suite, huge great room w vaulted ceiling, 4
season room, wrap around deck and pool! 4
stall barn w tack rm & wash area would
also make a great art studio!
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Fairfax Station  $749,900
5/6 bedrooms on 1+ wooded acres, brand new kitchen and baths,
custom finished rec room. Woodson H.S.
For 24-hour recorded information call 1-888-495-6207 x204

Annandale $950,000
This brick and stucco home was built in
2006 and has over 5,500 sq. ft of living space
and sits on a half-acre lot. The home fea-
tures a grand two-story entry foyer, 6 bed-
rooms, 7 full bathrooms and a 3 car side load
garage. The home has a main level office as
well as a stunning kitchen, formal living
room and den. The finished lower level is a
walk out with additional rooms as well as a
recreational room. Welcome home!
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Centreville $324,900
Fabulous

3 wonderfully finished level TH Upgraded Kit/granite count-
ers/tile Floors*Hrdwds on top two floors*Open modified floor
plan*3.5 upgraded baths/fresh paint/Tiled rec rm w/frpl and
walkout towoods*Deck*close to shopping*

Call Buzz 703-503-1866

Springfield/Daventry
$599,500

Commuter’s Dream!
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths!
Immaculate Colonial deco-
rated like a Model! Many
Extras and updates including
NEW Gourmet kitchen
Remodel w/ Granite, SS, 5
burner GAS stove, center
island, tray ceiling, large

breakfast rm w/ gleaming NEW hardwood floors, recessed lighting &
MORE! French doors to custom DECK backing to WOODED PRIVACY!
Fam Rm off kitchen w/ brick fireplace! Fully Finished WALKOUT
BASEMENT! MUCH MORE! Steve Childress 703-981-3277
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Colonial Beach, VA $230,000
Blocks to the Beach!

Just a couple of blocks to the river is where this beautiful 4 year young
3 BR, 2 car garage SFH with a welcoming country porch. Hardwood
floors, open country kitchen, LR w/ walk-out to large deck overlooking
fenced backyard. 2 Car garage & extra parking for a boat trailer.

Fairfax City
$499,000

Wow ... what a
transformation!

Sophisticated & inno-
vative custom renova-
tion has taken place
for this Country Club

Hills home! Now featuring 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, large master bedroom
with huge walk-in-closet, sky-lit sun-room addition, exquisite kitchen
with granite counters, maple cabinets; refinished hardwood floors and
window walled living & dining rooms. Enormous walkout family room
with the second of 2 fireplaces; & both baths are brand new!
Completely redone to satisfy the most discriminating purchaser!

Vienna  $1,495,000
Impeccable Brick Colonial

Gorgeous picture perfect, 6 BR, 4.5 BA home in Full Cry Farm on nearly
1 acre. Lower level custom bar, home theatre & nanny suite.
Hardwoods, gourmet kitchen, designer laundry room, built-ins & more.

Betsy Rutkowski (703) 503-1478




