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By the time the movie starts at
dusk, few spots are left for

blankets or chairs. The crowd
settles in to enjoy Saturday’s

movie, ‘Avatar.’
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News

A
 19-year-old Falls Church woman
and 2009 James Madison High
School graduate was found mur-

dered Sunday, June 27.
According to the Fairfax County Police

Department, officers responded to a re-
port of a vehicle crash near the intersec-
tion of Arlington Boulevard and Williams
Drive at approximately 3:34 p.m. At the
scene, police found a 2008 Toyota Scion
in a ditch on the south side of Arlington
Boulevard with Vanessa Pham,19, of

6700 James Lee St. deceased inside.
Pham, who just finished her freshman

year at the Savannah College of Art and
Design in Savannah, Ga., was found in the
car with trauma to the upper body, which
police discovered was not consistent with
the mechanism of the crash. Autopsy results
returned to detectives on Monday, June 28
determined that Pham was indeed mur-
dered. No suspects have been identified.

“Vanessa was extremely gifted and one
of the sweetest people I met during my

freshman year at SCAD,” wrote
college classmate Kaitlyn Ritter
on Pham’s Facebook page. “I ab-
solutely cannot believe this has
happened.”

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Crime Solvers
by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/
8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or
text “TIP187” plus your mes-
sage to CRIMES/274637 or call

Homicide in Merrifield Falls Church woman, 19,
killed near Arlington Boulevard.

Vanessa Pham

Fairfax County Police at
703-691-2131. The
Vanessa Pham Memorial
Fund has also been cre-
ated, and donations can
be mailed to Navy Fed-
eral Credit Union c/o
Vanessa Pham Memorial
Fund, P.O. Box 3100,
Merrifield, VA 22119.

— Justin Fanizzi
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By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

T
he flags were flying, the band
was playing and smiles
abounded, as the City of Fairfax
could now look to the future led

by its new leaders.
The newly elected members of the Fairfax

City Council and School Board were sworn
in at the Veterans Amphitheater at City Hall
Tuesday, June 29. With one new City Coun-
cil member and two more on the School
Board joining nine total incumbents, the
night brought a sense of optimism as fresh
faces melded with veteran leaders.

“These fine individuals have all volun-
teered to serve the larger interests of the
city and you, through the power of the bal-
lot, gave them the authority,” said Commis-
sioner of the Revenue Page Johnson. “The
task awaiting them is thankless, but in ad-
dition to the earnest thanks of a few, they
have the satisfaction of knowing that they
stepped forward to lead.”

Several local dignitaries attended the cer-
emony, including U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly
(D-11), Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) and Del.
David Bulova (D-37), and each echoed the
importance of local government, which was
a central theme of the night. Each speaker
noted that members of local government are
so close and accessible to the people they
serve that they are held to a higher stan-
dard. The speakers praised the individuals
on stage for their acceptance of this notion.

“I honestly believe that local government
is the most noble form of government,”
Connolly said. “It’s the most accountable.

We citizens know if the pothole doesn’t get
fixed, or if the snow didn’t get plowed, so
this means a great deal to our quality of
life.”

Following the speeches,
Dirk Brouwer, the secretary of
the city’s electoral board, pre-
sented the certificates of elec-
tion to the mayor and mem-
bers of the City Council and
City Clerk Melanie Burrell
gave the oaths. Lederer, like
his fellow council incumbents,
touted the council’s accom-
plishments over the last term
and discussed how different the city is from
when he began his service. The achievement
they cited included the construction of the
City of Fairfax Regional Library, the im-

provements at Fairfax High School and Old
Town development.

“I’m proud to say that the city is a very
different place than in 2002 [when I was

first elected],” Lederer
said. “We had a vacant
post office, an aging li-
brary, an outdated build-
ing overshadowing the old
city hall and our one-way
traffic pattern diverted
traffic away from down-
town.”

The newest City Coun-
cil member, Ellie Schmidt,

used her time at the podium to thank those
that voted for her, and stressed that she is
ready and willing to take on all challenges
that the job brings. She also said that col-

laboration would be a keystone of her ser-
vice, as she believes that reaching across
the aisle is the only way to appease all of
her constituents.

“Over the years, I have enjoyed many of
the benefits of living in the city, and I am
proud to have this opportunity to give back
and I look forward to the challenge,”
Schmidt said. “While we may always agree
on the issues that come before us, I’m con-
fident that we will work together to act in
the best interests of the citizens of this city.”

Brouwer returned the stage to present the
certificates to the School Board members,
and Fairfax Circuit Court Chief Deputy Clerk
Barbara Kenny gave the oath. The remarks
from the School Board members were simi-
lar to the council members, as the veterans

City of Fairfax Turns the Page
Fecently-elected
City Council, School
Board members
begin two-year terms
at the city’s swearing-
in ceremony.

Fairfax City Council members take the oath of office in a June 29 ceremony.
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See New Council,  Page 5

“I believe that
our team has a
good heart.”
— Janice Miller, School

Board chairman

Fairfax Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-778-9416 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

See News Briefs,  Page 7

See City Parks,  Page 7

Tiny Dancers Present ‘Alice’
On June 13, before a crowded auditorium at Fairfax High

School, young dancers from Tiny Dancers Fairfax Studio wowed
the audience of more than 700 family and friends with their
performance of “Alice in Wonderland.” From “In a  Golden Af-
ternoon” to “I’m Late, I’m Late” to “The March of the Cards,” the
dancers performed custom choreographed numbers in a rous-
ing rendition of the classic tale.

Tiny Dancers, located in Fairfax City, offers a program of bal-
let, tap and hip-hop for children ages 2-12. For more informa-
tion, visit www.tinydancers.com.

Nine Years for Ecstasy Dealer
Fairfax resident Jonathan Pai, 20, was sentenced last week in

federal court to nine years in prison for conspiracy to distribute
ecstasy and marijuana.

According to the statement of facts filed with his March 23
guilty plea, from February 2009 to February 2010, Pai obtained
ecstasy and marijuana regularly from Chen Chieh Yam, 29, of
Hyattsville, Md. Then Pai worked with several others to distrib-
ute these drugs throughout Northern Virginia and the surround-
ing area.

Those collaborating with Pai collected the drug proceeds and
provided Pai with bulk payments. He then gave this money to
Yam. In U.S. District Court in Alexandria, Pai admitted that,
during 2009, he sold more than 7,000 ecstasy pills to an under-
cover, law-enforcement officer via a series of drug buys con-
ducted at the Tysons Corner Center.

He also admitted that he and others obtained hundreds of
kilograms of marijuana from Yam, and that the other conspira-
tors operated stash houses to maintain, grow, store and distrib-
ute marijuana. Pai further admitted keeping a .45-caliber hand-
gun at a drug stash house that he and others maintained. This
gun was stolen during a burglary in December 2009, but was
recovered by law enforcement while executing a search war-
rant there in February.

Pai is the first defendant from this investigation to be sen-
tenced. U.S. District Court Judge James C. Cacheris sentenced
him on Friday, June 25.

Several other defendants, including Yam, were also charged
and have entered guilty pleas.

On April 29, Quang Huy Ho, 22, of Fairfax, pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to distribute ecstasy and marijuana and is slated for
sentencing July 23. Paul Bang, 18, of Centreville, pleaded guilty
May 7 to conspiracy to distribute ecstasy and marijuana, and is
scheduled for sentencing Aug. 13.

Tam Phuong Tran, 23, of Chantilly, pleaded guilty May 27 to
conspiracy to commit money laundering. He’s slated for sen-
tencing Aug. 20. In addition, Theodore Li, 23, of Fairfax, pleaded
guilty to possession of a firearm in the furtherance of drug traf-
ficking, plus being a felon in possession of a firearm.

This case is being investigating by the DEA, Virginia State Police

Dancers from Tiny Dancers Fairfax Studio perform
‘Alice in Wonderland’ for family and friends on June
13 at Fairfax High.

Week in Fairfax

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

R
esidents of the City of Fairfax have known
for quite some time that the city’s parks
and public facilities are some of the fin
est around. Now, that poorly kept secret

has spread to the masses, and the city is finally be-
ing recognized at the highest level for its hard work.

The City’s Park and Recreation Department was
named a finalist for the 2010 National Gold Medal
Awards for Excellence in Park and Recreation Man-
agement in early June. The city is up for the award,
given by the American Academy for Park and Recre-
ation Administration in partnership with the National
Recreation and Park Association, along with three
other localities.

“This award means so much to the City of Fairfax,”
said Jo Ormesher, the city’s mar-
keting director. “It is very impor-
tant, not only for the parks and
recreation department, but for
the city and every one of its resi-
dents to be recognized as hav-
ing some of the nation’s best fa-
cilities.”

The awards, which debuted 44
years ago, are handed out each
year by the two organizations to
recognize parks and recreation departments across
the country that demonstrate excellence in long-
range planning, resource management,
volunteerism, environmental stewardship and pro-
gram development. In addition, each agency is also
judged on its ability to address the needs of those it
serves through the collective energies of citizens, staff
and elected officials.

The awards are distributed in five categories di-

vided by locality population and the city’s depart-
ment fell into Class V, which is for populations less
than 25,000. According to the city’s parks and recre-
ations director Mike McCarty, only three area juris-
dictions have won the award before, and noted that
this is the first time that the city has been nominated.
This year, the city’s competition consists of depart-
ments from Green River, Wyo.; Golden, Colo.; and
Cullman, Ala.

“As they score applications, judges focus on agen-
cies that put an emphasis on planning and best uti-
lizing their resources for meeting the needs of their
communities,” said Jackie Wallenstein, program di-
rector for the awards. “[The City of Fairfax] should
take pride in its contributions to its citizens and the
quality of planning and management of its systems.”

According to McCarty, this year was the first time
the city applied for the Gold Medal Award, though it

has been honored three times by
the Virginia Recreation and Park
Society Awards. He said that they
chose this year to apply because
of the growth and development
of the city’s parks and facilities
over the last five years. Starting
with the Comprehensive Plan re-
visions that gave the city 44 acres
of land to build Stafford Drive
Park in 2004, the city has since

built the new regional library, added to Draper Drive
Park and began construction on the Stacy C.
Sherwood Community Center, among other things.
So, based on this track record, McCarty decided the
city had the résumé to compete this year.

“It made an awful lot of sense to apply this year
given our accomplishments over the last five years,”
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Parks and Recreation Director Mike McCarty holds a plaque after winning three times
at the 2009 Virginia Recreation and Parks Society Awards.

City Parks Among Best
Fairfax’s Parks and Recreation Department is a finalist
for 2010 National Gold Medal Awards for Excellence.

“What we have is the
best out there, so
why not apply?”

— Mike McCarty, Parks and
Recreation, director
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff
No Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
$3.39

3 cu. ft.

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

60-75%
OFF POTS
60-75%
OFF POTS

Herbs & Vegetables

30% Off

News

New Council Sworn In
From Page 3

recalled past successes and boasted about the city’s
schools advancements over time and the neophytes
declared their eagerness for the challenges lying
ahead. “Our new School Board will continue to seek
ways to more effectively communicate and invest in
our schools,” said Chairman Janice Miller. “I believe
that our team has a good heart, and I know that we
will focus on what’s best for our students.”

Though the celebration provided a welcome re-
spite from the arduous grind of local government,

the elected officials could not have been more anx-
ious to get back to work and begin their terms. The
city may be in great shape, they said, but with a shaky
economy and uncertain budget situations still loom-
ing, there is much work to be done.

“While we’re all proud of the achievements of the
past, it’s clear that we still have work to do,” said
Councilman Steve Stombres.

“I am so proud and humbled to be given the op-
portunity [to do that work and] serve the City of
Fairfax for the next two years,” Stombres said.

On May 1, the Virginia Tech
Corps of Cadets conducted a Pass in
Review to honor the Class of 2010
as they become alumni of the corps
and to usher in the Class of 2011 as
the new cadet officers and com-
manders of the Regiment.

Command will be passed from
Cadet Peter Laclede of Fairfax, a
senior double-majoring in political
science and history in the College of
Liberal Arts and Human Sciences
and pursuing a minor in leadership
studies, who will be an intelligence
officer in the U.S. Air Force after
graduation, to Cadet Micah Hafich

College Notes

of Woodbridge, a junior Air Force
ROTC cadet majoring in mathemat-
ics in the College of Science and
pursuing a minor in leadership stud-
ies.

Brittany Rouin is the co-vice
president of the 2009-10 officers of
Tang Soo Do Karate Organization at
Virginia Tech. A senior from Spring-
field majoring in interdisciplinary
studies in the College of Liberal Arts
and Human Sciences with a minor in
international business in the
Pamplin College of Business, she is
a fifth gup green belt.
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Community

Celebrate Independence Day a Day Early in Fairfax.

L
eslie Herman, the special events
manager for the City of Fairfax
Parks and Recreation Department,
talks about the city’s Indepen-

dence Day celebration.
How long does it take to plan the
Independence Day celebration?

We start in September, so it takes prob-
ably about 10 months. The only breaks our
committee takes are July, August and De-
cember, so other than that we kick off right
in September, and we start rolling and work-
ing on our theme content, taking applica-
tions for the grand marshal this year, and
we start inputting suggestions from last year
to improve the event. So it’s pretty much a
year-round process getting the event to-
gether. It gets really busy once January hits
because that’s when the parade applications
go out.
What are the most popular events
every year?

The parade, by far, is the most popular,
and definitely the fireworks.
What’s going to be new or differ-
ent this year?

There’s something new that we’re doing

City celebrates July Fourth with events
throughout the day on  Saturday, July 3.

this year with the evening show. The City
of Fairfax’s Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is a finalist for the gold medal award,
which is awarded by the National Parks and
Recreation Association, so something that
we’re going to do with the evening show
this year is — something that the staff needs
to do to win the gold medal is to submit an
11 minute DVD, and we’re going to record
the evening show, with everyone we’re go-
ing to have a big red heart balloon and we’re
going to have the crowd yell out “We love
Fairfax.” We’re going to get it on film and
that’s going to be the end of our DVD that
we’re submitting. It’s pretty exciting that
we’re able to gather that many people for
an event to support the city that way and
we can catch it on camera.

We’ve been very fortunate with the sup-
port of the mayor and council to have high
school marching band participation. Last
year, we had seven marching bands partici-
pate, and this year we’re having seven
marching bands participate, although two
of are out of state of bands — one’s from
New Jersey, and the other one’s from
Porterville, Calif. The one from Porterville,

this will be their sixth time visiting us. They
rotate every four years they come, so it’s
been like 24 years they’ve been coming to
the City of Fairfax parade. They have it on
their calendar every four years. We feel
pretty special that we have fans from out
west that they definitely come to every four
years.
Why is the city celebrating Inde-
pendence Day on Saturday, July 3
this year?

Traditionally, when July 4 falls on a Sun-
day, the City of Fairfax has held the Inde-
pendence Day Celebration on Saturday, July
3. Considering the Independence Day Cel-
ebrations events are held throughout the
day starting with the arrival of parade par-
ticipants beginning at 8:30 a.m. for the 10
a.m. step-off of the two-hour parade, the
Fireman’s Competition held during the af-
ternoon and then the evening show and fire-
works at Fairfax High School held from 7-
10:30 p.m., we are able to maximize par-
ticipation by holding the festivities on Sat-
urday, July 3 instead of Sunday, July 4.
What is your favorite part of Inde-
pendence Day?

My favorite part’s probably the parade. It
takes a lot of coordination. There are over
2,000 people that participate, so it’s work-
ing with a lot of different groups, and there
are a lot of groups you don’t talk to during

Independence Day

The City of Fairfax will celebrate Indepen-
dence Day on Saturday, July 3 with several
activities and events. More information can
be found on their website at
www.fairfaxva.gov or by calling 703-385-
7855.

❖ Fairfax Museum and Visitor Cen-
ter Open House from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
10209 Main St.

❖ Independence Day Parade from 10
a.m. to 12 noon in the downtown Fairfax
historic district.

❖ Civil War Interpretive Center from
12-4 p.m. Historic Blenheim at 3610 Old Lee
Highway.

❖ Old Fashioned Fireman’s Day at
12:30 p.m. at 4081 University Drive.

❖ Old Town Fairfax Walking Tour
at 6 p.m. at the Ratcliffe-Allison House, lo-
cated at 10386 Main Street.

❖ Evening Show and Fireworks from
7-10:30 p.m. at Fairfax High School, located
at 3501 Rebel Run in Fairfax.

the year except for at the parade, and there’s
a lot of community involved in it. We also
strive to put on an entertaining parade, so
that’s always a lot of fun, selecting the he-
lium balloons and then working with the
different marching bands that participate,
and the different service organizations that
are putting floats through.

— Arielle Retting
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Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop
YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE AN EXTRA
20% OFF NON SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 7/7/10

Clothing • Furniture • Housewares

LUNES LOCO
75% OFF

Purses, Clothes & Shoes
Monday, 7/5/10

10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Not valid with other discounts or sales.Not valid with other discounts or sales.

THRIFTY THURSDAY

50% Off
Clothes, Shoes & Purses

Every Thursday
10 a.m.-9 p.m.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

NEW YORK CITY, August 4-5..............................................................$499
INCLUDES TWO BROADWAY SHOWS! Cost includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,
Overnight Novotel at Times Square & Orchestra Tickets to: “Come Fly Away” & “The Addams
Family.” Take the trip without the shows:  $271

PANAMA CANAL CRUISE, Nov. 7-21.................................................$980
From Ft. Lauderdale to Los Angeles, Includes 14-Nights Cruise on Celebrity’s “Infi-
nity” with All Meals & Entertainment. Air from Dulles: +$552

NEW YEAR’S CRUISE, DEC. 27 – JAN. 8........................................$1660
From Baltimore, Includes 12-Nights on RCCL’s “Enchantment of the Seas” with all Meals &
Entertainment. Motorcoach Transfers from Vienna and Rockville will be available.

Twinbrooke Centre • 9565 Braddock Rd. • Fairfax, VA 22032 •
Open 7 Days (703) 425-1855

www.judyryanoffairfax.com

Brighton
Beads,

Spacers
and Charms
$4.50 - $35

(sold separately)

Receive our exclusively
designed Bracelet as
your gift with a single
$50 purchase of
Brighton charms,
beads or spacers.
(limit one per customer,
while supplies last.)

June 25th thru July 11th, 2010

From Page 4

From Page 4

News

and the Fairfax and Montgomery County police
departments. Assistant U.S. Attorney Daniel
Grooms and Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tritia
Yuen are the prosecutors.

— Bonnie Hobbs

Inova Breaks Ground on
11-Story Tower

Inova Fairfax Hospital plans to construct a new
11-story South Patient Tower on its main campus.
The tower will house 174, all-private intensive
care and medical/surgical patient rooms. The ad-
ditional 216,000 square feet will allow the hospi-
tal to meet future inpatient and outpatient needs
and will allow for flexibility in the event of a surge
in the number of patients. Total cost of the project
is estimated at $161 million.

Construction of the tower will begin this sum-
mer and is expected to be finished in the fall of
2012. The tower will be connected to the existing
main hospital.

The design of the intensive care units (ICU) is
organized by floor. The concentrated areas allow
staff to work with those in their specialty and to
form cohesive clinical teams.

The new design will allow patients to remain in
their rooms rather than being frequently trans-
ferred.

The design of the South Patient tower includes
environmentally friendly practices and incorpo-
rates a highly efficient energy system and insula-
tion, as well as low- or no-VOC paints, carpets and
furniture.

Wilmot Sanz Inc. designed the project and
Turner Construction has been awarded the con-
tract for construction. Both firms have previously
completed successful projects for Inova Health
System.

Six months Jail for

Online Solicitation
A Chantilly resident who was a part-time wres-

tling coach at Woodson High has been sentenced
to six months in jail for electronic solicitation. He
is Gary Anthony Debrielle, 27.

In August 2009, the Spotsylvania County
Sheriff’s Office charged him with online child so-
licitation after he was snared in a sting while chat-
ting online with a female deputy posing as a 14-
year-old girl. Authorities said Debrielle had en-
gaged in several online chats, the previous month,
and they eventually turned sexual in nature.

Although he used a screen name, deputies were
able to uncover his real identity and address. Then
Fairfax County Police arrested him on a warrant
from Spotsylvania County. Besides solicitation, he
was also charged with attempted indecent liber-
ties with a minor but, on Jan. 20, this charge was
dropped.

Then on March 29 in Spotsylvania County Cir-
cuit Court, Debrielle pleaded guilty to electronic
solicitation. He was sentenced to five years in
prison, with four years, six months suspended, and
was ordered to pay $410 in court costs. Debrielle
was not a teacher and is no longer a Fairfax County
Public Schools’ employee.

— Bonnie Hobbs

School Supplies Needed
Fairfax-based charity Our Daily Bread is seek-

ing donors to provide school supplies to Fairfax
County area children in need as part of its annual
Back to School Program. Those interested in spon-
soring a child or children or donating to the Back
to School program may visit www.our-daily-
bread.org For more information, call 703-273-
8829 or e-mail info@ODBfairfax.org.

News Briefs

McCarty said. “Plus, in my opinion, what we have
is the best out there, so why not apply?”

TO APPLY, the department had to fulfill a number
of intensive requirements. First, McCarty and his staff
had to fill out a 12-page application that included
seven essays. These essays, McCarty said, asked the
applicant to explain why it was worthy of the award,
the planning and outreach processes, what makes
the department unique and more. A group of George
Mason University students were enlisted to help de-
velop the essays, and, over the course of several
brainstorming sessions, the essays were finished and
the application was completed.

“It was a fun process [working with the students],”
McCarty said. “After we listed out all that we’ve done
during the brainstorming sessions, it really gave us
the feeling that we truly had a chance.”

The next step, McCarty said, is to make a 12-minute
video showcasing the department and its accomplish-

ments and submit it to the awards organizers by July
9. McCarty said that Cityscreen 12 manager Rachel
Roth is narrating and producing the video, entitled
“A Sense of Place.”

The video will use archival footage mixed with
newly taped material to take the viewers on a tour
of the city’s parks and facilities and will also feature
the myriad arts and cultural events that the city holds
throughout the year. A five-judge panel will review
the video, along with the essays, and the winner will
be announced during the Oct. 25-29 National Recre-
ation and Park Association’s Annual Congress & Ex-
position in Minneapolis, Minn.

“I’ve been in this business for 25 years, and I’ve
worked with some of the best along the way and
many first-class agencies have never even been se-
lected as a finalist after applying numerous times,”
McCarty said. “We may not have large aquatics fa-
cilities or a huge recreational center, but we have
people who are willing to give their all and that re-
ally makes us unique, and makes this an amazing
place to live.”

City Parks Among Best
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People

Accolades for Trombonist
Robinson’s Stacey Kropaczek
receives Memorial Band
Scholarship.

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

J
im Lunsford and Jack Behrend started the band
program at Robinson Secondary School and, as
band directors during the 1970s, they taught and
inspired hundreds of students. Now, graduating

senior Stacey Kropaczek, who plays trombone, has received
the fourth annual music scholarship named in their honor.

Established by former band students after their deaths,
the $2,000 scholarship was presented June 1 during the
school’s band awards banquet. And Lunsford’s widow, Jan,
was delighted with Kropaczek’s selection.

“I’m glad they picked a trombone player because my
husband played jazz trombone,” she said. “I was impressed
with her credentials. She served the Robinson band well,
and she’s going on to pursue music in college.”

Kropaczek played first-chair trombone at Robinson and
in District Band, Regional Orchestra, Jazz Combo, Brass
Ensemble and Brass Quintet. She also played clarinet in
Concert 3, Robinson’s intermediate band, and was vice
president of the school’s band program. In addition, she
was a member of the National Honor Society and received
academic letters, all four years of high school.

Kropaczek has played trombone since fifth grade. “My
older brother played it, too, so we had a trombone around
the house and he helped teach me,” said Kropaczek. “I like
it because it’s different. With the other instruments, you
have to do fingering. But with this, you use your whole
arm and it’s fun. I love playing classical and jazz music on
the trombone.” She also enjoys playing clarinet because it
familiarizes her with another side of band – woodwinds,
and not just brass.

She applied for the scholarship and had to write an es-
say for it. She explained how playing instruments intro-
duced her to music she hadn’t previously known about.
“Seeing how much I’ve grown and improved over the years
makes me happy,” she said.

IN HER ESSAY, Kropaczek wrote, “Music gives you the
ability to express whatever emotion you’re feeling, when-
ever you want to. When I go to elementary-school con-
certs and recitals with new, inexperienced players, I can’t
help but smile. My future will be a success if I can help
other scared, weary students create some positive musical
experiences for themselves.”

Kropaczek will attend James Madison University in the
fall to major in music education. “I want to be a band di-
rector, hopefully in high school, because I like the age and
range of ability,” she said. “I know how much of an influ-
ence my band directors have had on me. They helped me
decide to make this a career, and I hope to help others do
that, too.”

Kropaczek said former Robinson Band Director Denny
Stokes “talked to us as people, not just students, and also
gave us daily life lessons.” Regarding current Band Direc-
tor Mike Cook, she said, “He knows how to push us to be
the best players we can be, but still have fun.”

At the awards banquet, Robinson alumnus John
Oyhenart, scholarship-fund president, called Kropaczek a
deserving musician. “Robinson band students continue to
learn about teamwork, leadership and the art of making
music from the great Robinson music staff, much as we
did from Jim Lunsford and Jack Behrend,” said Oyhenart.
“We are pleased that this scholarship we created in their

During the scholarship presentation are, from
left, Bill Siegfried, RHS ’78, LBSF vice-presi-
dent (obscured); John Oyhenart, RHS ’77,
LBSF president; Denise Cassety Rachel, RHS
’75, LBSF treasurer; Linda Kivi Porter, RHS
’77, LBSF board member (partially obscured);
and scholarship winner Stacey Kropaczek.

honor continues to inspire excellence in Robinson musi-
cians.”

A portion of Kropaczek’s essay was read during the cer-
emony, and she was thrilled to learn she’d won the schol-
arship. “It was pretty exciting,” she said. “I had a big grin
on my face. It’s always a good thing to get some scholar-
ship money.”

She said receiving this award “just makes me want to
pursue my education more, because I know they believe in
me and believe that I can do this for a living. And I want to
say thank you to the whole, Robinson Music Department
and to my family for supporting me all through high
school.”

Cook called it “a cool and generous thing” for the band
alumni to set up this scholarship to honor a Robinson stu-
dent. “As always, there were several, deserving candidates
and Stacey was one of them,” he said. “I think she was
chosen, in part, because of her words and actions. She’s
not only a remarkable musician, but a remarkable, all-
around person.”

He said Kropaczek understands the importance of each
musician to the band, as a whole. “She’s selfless and giv-
ing and supports those who need it,” said Cook. “She leads
by example and is respected by her peers for her personal-
ity and her musicianship. She understands that she’s con-
tributing to a tradition that’s been here a long time and
she’s helping it continue.”

The scholarship goes to Robinson students pursuing
higher education while staying involved in music. Contri-
butions to the Lunsford/Behrend Scholarship Fund are both
welcome and tax-deductible; to learn more or make a do-
nation, visit www.lunsfordbehrend.org.

Engagements
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Simpson, Guerrini To Wed

M
rs. Christine Simpson of Fairfax and Maj. Gen.
(Ret) and Mrs. Charles Simpson, of Southlake,
Texas announce the engagement of their daugh-

ter, Caroline Megan Simpson to Louis Edward Guerrini,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Guerrini of Spring Valley, Ill.

The bride-elect is a 2001 graduate of Robinson Second-
ary School in Fairfax and a 2005 graduate of Pennsylvania

State University with a bachelor of
science degree in evolutionary and
biological psychology. An intelligence
officer in the United States Air Force,
Capt. Caroline Simpson is currently
deployed overseas as chief of a Com-

bat Intelligence Cell.
Louis Simpson graduated from Hall High School in Spring

Valley in 1994 and received a bachelor of science degree
in geography from the University of Illinois in 1998. A major
in the United States Air Force, he is an F-15 pilot currently
stationed at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. as chief of F-15C
programs, conducting operational testing on current and
future weapons, software and hardware for the F-15C.  He
is presently deployed overseas.

A fall 2010 wedding on the beach in Florida is planned.

Caroline Megan Simpson and Louis Edward
Guerrini

Damien Ashley of
Fairfax met with Sen.
Mark Warner (D-Va.)
June 11, on Capitol

Hill in Washington, D.C. Armstrong will attend
the U.S. Air Force Academy this fall.

Academy Bound
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Summer Entertainment

Keeping It Cool
Many ways to cool off for summer fun.

A highlight of the Atlantis Waterpark in
Centreville is a 1,000 gallon dumping bucket.

Pirates hang out at the pool at Pohick Bay Regional Park during the third
annual Pirate Day on June 12.

Intertubing is just one way to enjoy one’s time at the Water Mine Family
Swimmin’ Hole in Reston.
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T
hose looking for a way to cool
off from the summer heat have
several options in the Washing-
ton D.C. metro area.

Among those is the Water Mine Family
Swimmin’ Hole in Reston. Located at 1400
Lake Fairfax Drive, the park features a bit of
an old west theme for children, with cov-
ered wagons, rattlesnakes and ore carts in-
volved in the water fun. There are also en-
joyment opportunities for teenagers and
adults with water volleyball or tubing on
Rattlesnake River. The park is open six days
a week, from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. On Wednes-
days, the park is open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
but season pass holders may use the park
from 5-8 p.m. Daily admission is $13.50 for
those taller than 4 feet and $11.25 for those
shorter than 4 feet. Cost is $8.25 after 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday and those 2 and younger
enter free. Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/rec/watermine/ for more information.
703-471-5415

Atlantis Waterpark at 7700 Bull Run
in Centreville features a 1,000 gallon dump-
ing bucket, waterfalls and squirters. There
is also a 230-foot open slide and a 170-foot
closed slide. Mermaids and dolphins help
set the atmosphere for water fun. The park
is open daily from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. On Aug.
23, hours change to 12-6 p.m. on weekdays
and 12-7 p.m. on the weekends. Admission
is $8 for those taller than 4 feet and $6.75
for those shorter than 4 feet or 55 and older.

Cost is $5 after 4 p.m. on weekdays. Go to
www.nvrpa.org/park/bull_run/content/
water_park for more information. Atlantis
703-631-0550

Great Waves Waterpark at 4001
Eisenhower Ave. in Alexandria offers twisty
four-story waterslides and speed slides. It
also has a tad pool for toddlers. It is located
in Cameron Run Regional Park, which also
has miniature golf and batting cages. The
waterpark is open from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Daily
admission is $14.25 for individuals taller
than 4 feet and $10.95 for those shorter than
4 feet. Admission after 4 p.m. on weekdays
and for those 55 an older is $8. Children 2
and younger get in free. Go to
www.nvrpa.org/park/cameron_run for more
information. Great Waves 703-960-0767

Volcano Island Waterpark at 47001
Fairway Drive in Sterling features a
Polynesian theme, with tiki thatching, bam-
boo, painted murals, palm trees and a con-
stantly smoking volcano. The park is open
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. On Aug. 23, hours
change to 12-6 p.m. on weekdays and 12-7
p.m. on weekends. Daily admission is $8
for those taller than 4 feet and $6.75 for
those shorter than 4 feet and 55 and older.
Cost is $5 after 4 p.m. on weekdays. Go to
w w w . n v r p a . o r g / p a r k /
downpour_at_algonkian for more informa-
tion. Volcano Island 703-450-4655

Pirates Cove
Waterpark at 6501 Pohick
Bay Drive in Lorton features
a 300-gallon dumping
bucket, water cannons and a
waterslide. The park is open
daily from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.,
with hours changing on Aug.
23. Daily admission is $7 for
those taller than 4 feet and
$6 for those shorter than 4
feet and 55 or older. Cost is
$4 after 4 p.m. on weekdays.
Go to www.nvrpa.org/park/
p o h i c k _ b a y / c o n t e n t /
outdoor_pool for more infor-
mation. Pirates Cove 703-
339-6104

Upton Hill Waterpark
at 6060 Wilson Blvd. in Ar-
lington is also an option. The
park is open daily from 11
a.m.-7 p.m. with hours
changing Aug. 23. Daily ad-
mission is $8 for those taller
than 4 feet and $6.75 for
those shorter than 4 feet and
55 or older. Cost is $5 after 4
p.m. on weekdays. Go to
w w w. n v r p a . o r g / p a r k /
upton_hill/content/pool for
more information. Upton Hill
703-534-3437

— Jon Roetman
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The World Cup finals will take place Sunday, June 11. In Fairfax, the big game will
be celebrated with a Fan Fest block party.

World Cup Fever — Catch It
Street Party in Fairfax July 11.

T
he thrill of World Cup 2010 and U.S. men’s soccer fans
celebrated a late-game miracle goal by Landon Donovan
in a 1-0 win over Algeria on June 23. That goal cata-

pulted the U.S. team into the round of 16 and went from being
life support to perhaps the greatest moment in team history.

Here at home, that meant a huge shot of soccer adrenaline for
the faithful. There are lots of places to enjoy the World Cup
games over the remaining few weeks of competition.

One of the grandest celebrations in Northern Virginia will take
place at the World Cup 2010 Fan Fest in Old Town Fairfax City
on Sunday, July 11. The atmosphere and electricity surrounding
Fan Fest in Fairfax is sure to be at a fever pitch.

“We’re going to have a proper street party,” said an event
spokeswoman. “And the way things are going it should be the
place to be.”

The event, a soccer-inspired neighborhood block party as such,
will begin at 1:30 p.m. with the game tabbed to begin at 2:30.
There will be a big screen for viewing, live music and good food
throughout the afternoon. Local food and business vendors will
be on-hand.  North Street in Fairfax City, between Chain Bridge
Road and University Drive, will be closed for the Fan Fest. Plenty
of parking will be available downtown.  Call 703-273-6097 for
more information.
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Beale Street Puppet’s founder Jill Kyle-
Keith, aka ‘Ms. Jill,’ carries one of her
puppets towards children in the audience,
at a June 29 performance at the City of
Fairfax Regional Library. The children in
the audience were grinning and snickering
throughout the entire show.

T
he City of Fairfax Regional Library offers a
variety of events and workshops for people
of every age throughout the summer. The

library is located at 10360 North St. in downtown
Fairfax and is open on Sunday, from 1-5 p.m.; Mon-
day through Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday
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Check Out the Library
and Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Saturday,
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
   For more information, call 703-293-6227
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/FX for more information.

— Arielle Retting

Ask a Master Gardener

Master Gardeners offer free advice at the Burke Farmers
Market. From left, Margaret Kerr-McKown, Peggy Fisher,
Louise Davidson, and Kelley Shealy.

F
or those who are going green, or simply looking to brighten
their yards with a few perennials, planning and planting a
garden can turn up some tough questions. Luckily, the Fairfax
County Master Gardeners are ready to offer a wealth of free

advice at their plant clinics.
“Now that gardening is becoming popular, it’s good for people to

know good gardening practices,” said Louise Davidson.
The most important rule, the Master Gardeners said, was to put the

right plant in the right place. They suggested that homeowners ob-
serve their gardens before buying plants, to see which areas are sunny
and which are shady. Just as important, they said, is proper watering,
as not all plants need the same amount of water to thrive. The Master
Gardeners can also cure diseased pants at their clinic.

Plant Clinics take place at the Fairfax County Farmers Markets and at
several regional libraries. For the full schedule, go online at
www.fairfaxmastergardeners.org, or contact the help desk at 703-324-
8556.
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E F TOTAL WINE & MORE G
This national chain boasts more than 1,000

types of beer at each of its retail locations.

Customers are encouraged to create custom six

packs and bottles can be bought individually.

Greenbriar Town Center, 13055-C Lee Jackson

Highway, Chantilly; 703-817-1177

Pickett Shopping Center, 9484 Main Street,

Fairfax; 703-250-0604

Tower Shopping Center, 6801 Bland Street,

Springfield; 703-912-9387

www.totalwine.com

B JAY’S BREWING
Interested in making your own beer? The founder of this store

grew up in Clifton and sells all the beer-making equipment

and products you need.

12644 Chapel Road, Suite 113, Clifton; 703-543-2663

www.jaysbrewing.com

C SWEETWATER TAVERN D
Head brewer Nick Funnell creates 35 different varieties of

beer annually exclusively for distribution at Sweetwater. The

restaurant employs some brewers who used to work for Old

Dominion Brewing Company.

3066 Gatehouse Plaza, Merrifield; 703-645-8100

14250 Sweetwater Lane, Centreville;  703-449-1100

www.greatamericanrestaurants.com/sweetmainster

Brewing Up Choices For years, restaurants have catered to wine connoisseurs with

tastings, pairings and alternatives. But increasingly foodies are finding that some beer deserves the same treatment

as fine wine — and some craft beers approach the same alcohol content as wine as well.

Americans are no longer limiting their beer choices; now hundreds of smaller breweries have sprung up across the

country offering a wider range of options for the public’s palette.

Many stores and restaurants are also importing specialty beers from abroad for their patrons.

A few nearby restaurants have started hosting beer tastings, where they pair their favorite specialty beers with

dishes that will complement the brews’ taste.

For local beer lovers, here are some best bets for a good selection.

H HARD TIMES CAFÉ & CUE I
With approximately 20 beer taps, this establishment

offers one of the widest selections of draft brews in

southern and central Fairfax County. In addition to

staples like Sam Adams and Miller Lite, the bar also

carries lesser known but well-regarded beers like

Magic Hat’s #9, Shiner Bock and Dogfish Head’s 60

Minute IPA on tap.

4069 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax; 703-267-9590

6362 Springfield Plaza, Springfield; 703-913-6300

www.hardtimes.com

J WEGMANS
This luxury, super-sized grocery store

has almost anything you would ever

need – including dozens of types of beer

in stock. The beer aisle is large enough

to have separate “European,” “West

Coast American Microbrew” and “East

Coast American Microbrew” sections.

11620 Monument Drive, Fairfax;

703-653-1600

www.wegmans.com

A DOGFISH HEAD ALEHOUSE
Known for experimentation and bold

flavors, Dogfish Head Craft Brewery

consistently produces brews that win

high marks from beer critics around the

world. The company is based in Dela-

ware but has opened up three restau-

rants in the area, where several of its

products are available on tap.

13041 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway,

Fairfax; 703-961-1140

www.dogfishalehouse.com

Compiled by Julia O’Donoghue

Graphics by Laurence Foong

For more suggestions see the Connection’s Guide to Summer Fun online.
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10 am Shows Monday - Friday

3 University Mall Theatres
Fairfax • Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock • 273-7111

JUNE 28 - JULY 2 ................. ....ICE AGE 3 (G)
JULY 5- JULY 9 ................. .... ...PIPPI LONGSTOCKINGS (G)

JULY 12 - JULY 16............. ... ...ALIENS IN THE ATTIC (G)
JULY 19 - JULY 23.... .... ... ... ... STUART LITTLE (PG)

SUMMER CINEMA
CAMP!!!

All Seats $2.00, 10 for $15 or Season pass (11 wks for $11)

Attendees will receive valuable coupons
 for Best Deli & Brion’s Grille!

photoFx@connectionnewspapers.com

Send Your Photos
& Stories Now to

Be sure to include your name, address
and phone number, and identify all

people and pets in photos.
Submission deadline July 21.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection

in July

Calendar

To have community events listed, send
to south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416 with questions. Dead-
line for calendar listings is two weeks
prior to event.

THURSDAY/JULY 1
Pat McGee Band. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $57-$471.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the
Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Dinorock: The Great
Dinosaur Mystery, 11:15 a.m. Hayes
Greenfield’s Jazz-a-Ma-Tazz. Free
workshops follow the 10 a.m.
performance; reservations required at
703-255-1824. $8-$10. Wolftrap.org.

Groovy Reading. 2:30 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Sing and dance with
Groovy Nate and his puppets. All
ages. 703-644-7333.

FRIDAY/JULY 2
Gipsy Kings. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $58-$471.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Rites of Ash CD Release, Along
Those Lines with DJ I-Dee. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $10. jamminjava.com.

Hot Society Orchestra of
Washington. 7:30 p.m. Lake
Accotink Park, 7500 Accotink Park
Road, Springfield. Hot jazz and
dance music of the ’20s-’40s. Free.
703-324-7469 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

Swing Speak. 7:30 p.m. Royal Lake
Park, 5344 Gainsborough Drive,
Fairfax. Swing music. Free. 703-324-
7469 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances.

Rites of Ash CD Release, Along
Those Lines and DJ I-Dee. 8 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10. jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 3
Gipsy Kings. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $58-$471.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the
Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Dinorock: The Great
Dinosaur Mystery, 11:15 a.m. Hayes
Greenfield’s Jazz-a-Ma-Tazz. Free
workshops follow the 10 a.m.
performance; reservations required at
703-255-1824. $8-$10.
www.wolftrap.org.

Parade The Day Reunion Show,
Boys Will Be Boys and Safety
Word Orange. 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 advance, $13 day of

show. jamminjava.com.
Burke Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-12

p.m. at VRE parking lot, 5671
Roberts Parkway, Burke.

Northern Virginia Country
Western Dance Association. At
Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church, 10125 Lakehaven Court,
Burke. Line dance lessons at 7:30
p.m., couples specialty dance at 8
p.m., open dancing 8:30-11 p.m. Two
Step, Waltz, Line, Swing, Cha Cha,
and specialty dances. Admission $5-
$12. www.nvcwda.org or 703-860-
4941.

Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association, Inc. 10 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Master Gardeners
provide horticultural tips,
information, techniques and advice
to home gardeners. Adults. 703-293-
6227.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. The Fairfax County
Master Gardeners Association gives
tips and strategies. Adults. 703-978-
5600.

TUESDAY/JULY 6
Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the

Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Culkin School of
Irish Dance: Tir na nOg, 11:15 a.m.
Robbie Schaefer: Songs for Kids Like
Us. Free workshops follow the 10
a.m. performance; reservations
required at 703-255-1824. $8-$10.
www.wolftrap.org.

SmartMarkets Weekly Farmer’s
Markets. 3:30-6:30 p.m. at the
corner of Monument Drive and
Government Center Parkway in
Fairfax Corner. Every Tuesday
through Oct. 26.
www.smartmarkets.org.

Fairfax Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-12
p.m. at Van Dyck Park, 3720 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax.

Deep River and Marie Miller. 7:30
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $10. jamminjava.com.

Fishy Fun. 2:30 p.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Silly songs, stories, and poems about
our scaly, swimmy friends with
storyteller Gary Lloyd. All ages. 703-
249-1520.

Calling All Guys. 7 p.m. Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. New meeting night. Book
discussion group for boys. “Call of
the Wild” by Jack London. Age 9-12
with adult. 703-978-5600.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.
Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. The
Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association gives tips and advice.
Adults. 703-644-7333.

Barnyard Fun: Storytime for 2’s
and 3’s. 10:30 a.m. Pohick Regional
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,

Burke. Share stories, music and
activities all about animals that live
on the farm. Age 2-3 with adult. 703-
644-7333.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 7
Mamma Mia! 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $44-$231.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Todd Wright’s 40x40 Finale Show
and Scott Simons. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
$12. jamminjava.com.

Wakefield Farmers Market. 2-6
p.m. at 8100 Braddock Road,
Annandale.

Needlework Group. 10:30 a.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Bring a project to work
on and enjoy the company of other
needlecrafters. Adults. 703-249-
1520.

Lunch Bunnies. 12 p.m. Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. Bring lunch and listen to
stories. Birth-5 with adult. 703-978-
5600.

Rainforests Alive. 7 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Discover the world of
tropical rainforests and meet unique
creatures that call the jungle their
home. Presented by Reptiles Alive.
703-644-7333.

Writers’ Roundtable. 7 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Discuss your work with
other writers. 703-644-7333.

THURSDAY/JULY 8
Mamma Mia! 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. $44-$231.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Swing Dance with Junk Yard
Saints. 7:30 at The Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. $10.
www.headoverheelsdance.com.

Wolftrap Childrens Theatre in the
Woods. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. 10 a.m. Culkin School of
Irish Dance: Tir na nOg, 11:15 a.m.
Robbie Schaefer: Songs for Kids Like
Us. Free workshops follow the 10
a.m. performance; reservations
required at 703-255-1824. $8-$10.
www.wolftrap.org.

Boyce Avenue and Tamar
Kaprelian. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12.
jamminjava.com.

Brain Benders. 10:30 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. See everyday
objects through scientific eyes.
Presented by Maryland Science
Center. Age 6-12. 703-293-6227.

Dig Those Dinosaurs. 2:30 p.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. Beale Street Puppets
presents prehistoric performers that
bring the past alive. 703-978-5600.
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Sports

Virginia Tech’s Berman Cuts to Chase

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

J
ared Berman never imagined
his freshmen year of college
as a long distance runner at
Virginia Tech would be filled

with such drama. But the 2009
Robinson Secondary School graduate,
as it turned out, experienced enough
highs and lows during one school year
of athletics to fill an entire college ca-
reer.

“I had trained real hard [last sum-
mer] because I wanted to do real well
as a freshman,” said Berman.

All of that hard summertime work,
which included long distance runs of
7 to 9 miles called “steadies,” a timed
practice routine in which Berman and
former Edison
High runner Lee
Degfae took part
in together, ulti-
mately paid off for
the Fairfax Station
resident.

But there were
times when it ap-
peared Berman’s
first year as a
Hokie runner
would be less than fulfilling.

Throughout the first half of last fall’s
cross country season, Berman had not
yet been called upon to participate in
a meet. As a freshman, that is not un-
usual as newcomers to the program
often play secondary roles to more
seasoned team members. So Berman
was thrilled when long distance coach
Ben Thomas informed him he would
be competing at Tech’s midseason
meet at Appalachian State (N.C).

At the time, Berman was struggling
with an injury to his right foot but was
not about to let that hold him back.
So, in his first race as a Virginia Tech
runner, Berman gave it all he had and
finished an impressive 23rd place
overall.

That night back on Tech’s campus
in Blacksburg, Berman was in so much
pain that he called upon an athletic
trainer at 1 a.m. That’s when he
learned he had run with a stress frac-
ture and would be sidelined at least a
month.

“That was terrible,” said Berman,
who credited his mother, Deborah,
back home in Northern Virginia with
encouraging him to do the work over
the ensuing weeks to regain his health
and running form. “I was kind of dis-
appointed.”

For a stretch of time, he had to wear

a protective boot on his right foot. He said
it often dragged on the floors or walkways
where he moved about, leaving a black
streak in his path. Fellow students always
knew where Berman had been.

“I had this ridiculous boot on my foot and
there were a bunch of skid
marks [where I’d dragged it],”
said Berman with a laugh.
“Girls thought it was funny.”

Berman never returned to
action that cross country sea-
son and was still on the mend
when the winter indoor track
and field season started up.
Eventually, after the winter
break, it was decided he would
be red-shirted for the indoor
season, meaning he would not
compete over the winter but

still retain
four years of
eligibility.

The red-
shirt status
actually car-
ried into the
outdoor sea-
son as well,
so it ap-
p e a r e d
B e r m a n ’ s

school year of running was
over. He was still allowed to
practice with the team, how-
ever, and was nearly back to
full strength. He began, at Tho-
mas’ suggestion, practicing the
3,000-meters steeplechase run,
a long distance event in which
participants, running around
the track, must clear numerous
hurdles as well as a few water barrier jumps.

Berman had no idea his work in the event
would lead to his return to competition that
spring. But that’s what happened. Thomas
found a loophole to get Berman back on
the active roster and he was no longer a
spring red-shirt. Berman, in his first outdoor
competition, ran well in a 5,000-meters race
at William & Mary.

One of Berman’s best moments of the year
was when he received his running gear, in-
cluding team warm-ups, prior to that meet
in Williamsburg.

“Before the William & Mary meet, Coach
Thomas texted me and told me to come in
and get my gear,” said Berman. “I was like,
‘How is this possible, I should [still be] red-
shirted?’ But he told me I would be racing
at William & Mary and that I would be on
the roster.”

Two weeks following the William & Mary
meet, Berman made his steeple chase de-
but at none other than the ACC Champion-
ships at Clemson University.

“I was a little scared,” he said. “I was in
the steeple for the first time.”

But Berman was outstanding. He nearly
tripped early in the race when his trail foot
hit the third barrier on a hurdle. But he kept
going and ultimately finished sixth at the
championship event.

It was an incredible showing for the first-
year collegiate runner who, several weeks
earlier, never dreamed he’d even be on the
active team roster.

“He scored for us as a freshman in the
steeplechase at the conference champion-
ships,” said Thomas. “That’s something
that’s hard to do as a freshman.”

Another highlight came later in the out-
door season when Berman finished second
in the mile race at an invitational at Ohio
State.

Overall, it had turned into an unexpect-
edly wonderful spring. One of Berman’s fa-
vorite parts of being on the team was the
travel.

“What’s awesome about the outdoor sea-
son is you get to travel a lot and see all these
places, like Atlanta,” said Berman, who is
studying civil engineering at Tech. “And I
had never been to Ohio before.”

WHEN THE SCHOOL YEAR ended,
Berman, at the recommendation of the Vir-
ginia Tech coaching staff, set his focus on
competing in the steeplechase event at the
USA Junior Outdoor Track and Field Cham-
pionships on June 23-27 on the campus of

Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.
There, much like his showing at the ACC
Championships, Berman came up big once
again with a stunning second place steeple
finish.

Going in, Berman was confident he could
better his ACC sixth place time of 9:04.60
at the Junior Championships. He barely
missed, timing at 9:04.76 in Des Moines.
But his second place finish, behind winner
Dakota Peachee (9:03.43), was still excep-

tional.
Going into Nationals, the confident

Berman was totally focused.
“I was ready for a PR (personal

best time) and knew I could,” said
Berman. “I knew I had to get down
to business. I was ready to compete
and have one of the biggest races in
my life. I had a good warm-up and
was ready.”

Berman’s strategy was to stay at
the back of the running field for most
of the race and then make his move
with 1-1/2 laps to go. He did just
that, making his move with about
150-meters remaining and even tak-
ing the lead. Peachee, however,
passed Berman on the down-stretch.
But finishing second was a thrill
nonetheless.

“It was a huge crowd and Drake
Stadium is beautiful,” said Berman.
“Finishing second, I had a lot of en-
ergy and adrenaline.”

By finishing in the top two,
Berman qualified for the upcoming
World Junior Championships in
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada,
July 19-25.

“I’m so excited,” he said. “Me and
[Coach Thomas] are going crazy get-
ting stuff done [for the trip]. Virginia
Tech is helping me get my passport.”

“Finishing in the top two at the
USA Junior Championships is quite
an honor for him,” said Thomas.

“The steeplechase is something Jared just
picked up and started in January.”

Berman, the Concorde District cross coun-
try champion during his senior year at
Robinson, has quickly learned how chal-
lenging the steeplechase event is.

“The hardest part of the event is prob-
ably going over the barriers with a bunch
of people all around you in a pack,” he said.
“My favorite part is that it’s an interesting
race. It’s not just running, but you’ve got
barriers and its pretty challenging.”

Make no mistake, Berman loves a chal-
lenge. And he had plenty of those his fresh-
men year at Tech.

“I’m very proud of Jared’s accomplish-
ments,” said Thomas. “He’s just a fearless
racer. I love the way he puts himself into a
race. He goes after it. He’s a real tough com-
petitor who obviously has some talent to
go with that tenacity. I think he’s going to
do great things in the future. He’s going to
be a special athlete for us over the next three
years here at Virginia Tech.”

Robinson Secondary graduate Jared Berman
finds his stride in steeplechase event.

Fairfax Station resident Jared Berman will be
competing for Virginia Tech in the steeplechase
event at the World Junior Track and Field Cham-
pionships July 19-25 in New Brunswick, Canada.
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“I was a little
scared. I was in the
steeple for the first
time.”

— Jared Berman

Fairfax Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

Enjoy your summer fun, including our features
on places to go with great beer selections, but
plan ahead; SoberRide needs more sponsors.

Editorial

T
his week’s Connection includes
Summer Fun pages, with informa-
tion about waterparks, local base
ball and golf, places to watch the

remaining weeks of World Cup Soccer, high-
lights of coming Independence Day events and,
yes, a map of places to go that offer great beer
selection. Enjoy.

By week’s end, you’ll find the listings and
stories from all of our papers online at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com under Sum-
mer Fun.

That said, we know that Independence Day,
like Halloween and Saint Patrick’s Day, is a
holiday that coincides with a higher rate of
drinking and driving. When you head out for
your celebration, plan ahead, arrange for a
designated driver, or choose to abstain if a

Summer Fun, Safely

designated driver isn’t available.
One safety net for those who might find

themselves in the unfortunate position of
drinking without a safe way home is the Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program SoberRide.
Washington Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP), has offered free cab rides home on
the Independence Day beginning at 10 p.m.
July 4 and continuing until 6 a.m. the follow-

ing day as a way to keep local
roads safe from impaired driv-
ers during this traditionally
high-risk, holiday period. Dur-

ing this 12-hour period, area residents celebrat-
ing with alcohol could call the toll-free
SoberRide phone number 1-800-200-TAXI and
be afforded a no-cost (up to a $ 50 fare), safe
way home.

Founded in 1982, WRAP is a public-private
partnership working to prevent drunk driving
and underage drinking in the Washington-
metropolitan area, but its work is endangered
by a combination of growing ridership on key
holidays and a drop in funding. At presstime,
the organization was counting up donations
to be sure they would be able to offer the ser-
vice this year.

Last Independence Day, 331 people in the
Washington-metropolitan area used the area’s
SoberRide program as opposed to possibly driv-
ing home drunk.

A 60 percent increase in use of the program
since 2008 combined with a 35 percent de-
crease in corporate underwriting is threaten-
ing the free cab ride service to prevent drunk
driving.

Behind SoberRide’s services is a three-per-
son charitable organization (WRAP) paying a
projected $73,000 in cab fares this year alone.
WRAP relies on corporate sponsorship to off-
set these costs, but the recent downturn has
contributed to the drop in funding. WRAP is
actively seeking contributors to bridge
SoberRide’s $31,000 shortfall. Call 800-200-
TAXI for a free carbide (up to $50 fare) home
if you need it on July 4.See www.wrap.org for
sponsorship opportunities.

Letters

Independent
Voice? Hardly
To the Editor:

Two of your letter writers stated
that voting for U.S. Rep. Gerry

Connolly (D-11)
would be a vote for
an independent
voice. [Connection,

June 24-30]. That almost made
me laugh out loud. Congressman
Connolly has voted with Speaker
of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-Ca-
lif.) 98 percent of the time, so I do
not see how that represents an “in-
dependent voice.” But I guess that
if you love Nancy Pelosi, voting for
Gerry Connolly would make sense.

Criticizing [Republican congres-
sional candidate] Keith Fimian for
saying that repealing the 17th
Amendment (popular election of
senators) “has merit” is of little
value. There are many people, in-
cluding constitutional scholars,
who agree that the idea “has
merit,” and that the framers of our
Constitution had solid reasons for
having the House of Representa-

Education
Needed
To the Editor:

While Retired Col. Douglas
Englund has undoubtedly served
this country well, his letter to the
editor published in the June 24-
30 edition of the Connection did
a disservice to your readers in the
understanding of an issue of im-
portance to the citizens of the U.S.

The founders of the Federal Gov-
ernment originally established sev-
eral checks to the misuse of power
by our elected leaders. This in-
cluded not only the split between
the judicial, legislative and execu-
tive branches, but also a split leg-
islative branch, House and Senate.
The House was to be elected “by
the people of the several states”
(article 1, section 2). The Senate
was to be elected by “two sena-
tors from each state chosen by the
legislature thereof” (article 1, sec-
tion 3). The people thus had their
say in the House and the states had
their say in the Senate in forming
the laws of the land. The 17th
Amendment in establishing Senate
elections as, “two senators from
each state elected by the people
thereof,” has effectively cut off the
states from influence in the fed-
eral legislative process as they no
longer have a voice.

We can currently see the result
of this change in many areas, not
the least of which is state gover-
nors begging for both prompt fed-
eral help from the Gulf oil spill in
Louisiana and from the crime and
budgetary problems due to illegal

immigration in Arizona. Repealing
of this amendment and restoration
of the original intent of the Con-
stitution would place the senators,
not on the campaign trail or in
front of the cameras and the press,
but rather on the carpet of their
state legislatures explaining why
these types of statewide problems
are not being solved.

Dennis H. Pedder
Springfield

tives represent the people and the
Senate represent the states. Be-
sides that, Keith Fimian said he
was “inclined to say no” to repeal-
ing the 17th Amendment, and a
congressman has very little power
to change the Constitution. But the
facts don’t matter to Connolly.

Let’s discuss the issues that a
congressman does have power to
change — like reducing taxes or
enacting laws that encourage pri-
vate sector job growth.

Vote for Keith Fimian.

Mary Bell
Springfield

Economic Not
Political Answer
To the Editor:

Bob Paine’s letter in the June 17-
23 Connection [“No Laughing
Matter”] attacks U.S. Rep. Gerry
Connolly (D-11) for asking Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
if there is “enough spending to be
cut?” When Mr. Bernanke re-
sponded “of course” he was speak-
ing in economic, not political
terms.

We could cut many billions of
dollars each month by bringing all
of our troops home from Afghani-
stan, but that would endanger our
national security. I think both the
Democrats and Republicans agree
that this is not the place to cut.
What about unemployment com-
pensation? Should we wipe this
out of the budget and have mil-
lions of Americans relying on char-

ity and soup kitchens? Probably
not a good idea.

 What Mr. Paine means is lets cut
programs that he and [11th Dis-
trict candidate Keith] Fimian (R)
don’t agree with. Which ones? The
Department of Education? The
National Endowment for the Arts?
Medicare? Oversight of offshore
rigs, food safety or border secu-
rity?

It’s easy to criticize our elected
officials like Mr. Connolly or
[Speaker of the House Nancy]
Pelosi (D-Calif.). It’s a lot harder
to figure out how to fairly and ef-
fectively govern 330 million
people representing the entire
spectrum of values, beliefs, ethnic
backgrounds, ages, financial con-
ditions, etc.

Thomas L. Schwarz
Burke
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On This July
Fourth
To the Editor:

Eight years ago, my handbag,
with my Chinese passport in it,
was stolen in front of the Chinese
embassy in D.C. Just then, I was
meditating in front of the Embassy
in protest of the persecution of
Falun Gong practitioners in China.
Earlier that year, a friend was tor-
tured to death in a Chinese labor
camp. He refused to sign a gov-
ernment paper promising he
would give up this traditional
meditation discipline. The para

See Letters,  Page 15
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noid communist party sees this popular practice
as a competitor for the hearts and minds of the Chi-
nese people.

I tried to apply for a new Chinese passport. After
waiting 10 months, I was finally called in by the
embassy for a meeting — or more like an interroga-
tion. The officer questioned me for an hour about
what I do related to Falun Gong, other than meditat-
ing in front of the embassy. After the meeting, he
said they needed more time to study my case. As for
when I could get a new passport, he did not know.

I was a graduate student here on a student visa at
that time. Without a passport, I literally could not
function. So, I was forced into political asylum.

Now, eight years later, I will finally get a new pass-
port in a few weeks — a U.S. one, as I am becoming
a U.S. citizen.

On this July Fourth, I feel lucky to live in this free
country, my new homeland. And it is not just me. In
Fairfax County alone, there are at least 13 other fami-
lies who have been persecuted or had relatives per-
secuted in China for practicing Falun Gong. We are
thankful not only to find a new home in Virginia,
but for our elected officials who speak up for those
still suffering. In March, the U.S. House nearly unani-
mously passed a resolution condemning Beijing for
the persecution of Falun Gong in China. We are es-

From Page 14

Calendar

Graduation Coverage
To The Editor:

I am bothered by your columns on local high school
graduations because of how much smaller the col-
umn on Robinson is than the ones on Woodson or
Fairfax High. Also, Fairfax High has all of its pictures
in color unlike the others, which are in black and
white. The articles talk about students receiving
awards and who spoke at the ceremony, except the
extremely short article on Robinson. In addition, all
of the other articles have quotes and are much longer,
which makes little sense because Robinson has many
more students and more graduates. A larger percent-
age of your readership attends Robinson, so why did
it receive the briefest write-up? I think these articles
are extremely lopsided and not fair.

Joshua Von Holtz
Rising eighth grader
Robinson Secondary

Fairfax

Recent Home Sales

Copyright 2010 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

May 2010

$257,000 ~ $57,000

Address ............................... BR FBHB ..... Postal City ...... Sold Price ......... Type ................. Lot AC ........... Subdivision
12451 HAYES CT #102 ................. 2 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $257,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ........................ CEDAR LAKES A
12743 FAIR CREST CT ................... 2 . 2 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $254,000 ............ Townhouse ........................................ FAIR LAKES
4013 WOODLAND DR ................... 2 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $250,000 ............ Detached ................ 0.14 ................. WESTMORE
13058 AUTUMN WDS WAY #201 .. 2 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $240,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ........................... STONECROFT
12103 GREENWAY CT #301 .......... 2 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $235,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ........ HEIGHTS AT PENDERBROOK
12153 PENDERVIEW LN #2031 ..... 2 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $235,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ........... PENDERBROOK SQUARE
4146 ADDISON RD ....................... 3 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $225,000 ............ Detached ................ 0.19 ................. MAPLE HILL
4443 FAIR STONE DR #305 ........... 1 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $214,900 ............ Multi-Family ................................... STONECROFT
10613 MAPLE ST .......................... 3 . 1 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $210,000 ............ Townhouse ............. 0.14 ................... ARDMORE
3801 THAYER CT ......................... 3 . 1 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $209,000 ............ Detached ................ 0.38 .............. FAIRCHESTER
12225 FAIRFIELD HOUSE DR #100C2 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $201,599 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ..................... FAIRFIELD HOUSE
10100 MOSBY WOODS DR ............ 3 . 1 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $196,000 ............ Townhouse ................................. MOSBY WOODS
10015 MOSBY WOODS DR ............ 3 . 1 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $187,000 ............ Townhouse ................................. MOSBY WOODS
12817 FAIR BRIAR LN #12817 ....... 1 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $186,500 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ............... GATES OF FAIR LAKES
3909 PENDERVIEW DR #1923 ....... 2 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $180,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ........... PENDERBROOK SQUARE
12958C GRAYS POINTE RD #12958C ... 1 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $174,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ......................... GRAYS POINTE
11108 SNUGHAVEN LN #5 ........... 2 . 1 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $165,000 ............ Townhouse ..................... OXFORD ROW CONDOS
10570 MAIN ST #525 ................... 2 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $165,000 ............ Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ............. MAIN STREET GREEN
3890 LYNDHURST DR #102 .......... 3 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $165,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ............................. LYNDHURST
9465 FAIRFAX BLVD #104 ............. 2 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $159,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors .................. FOXCROFT COLONY
9463 FAIRFAX BLVD #302 ............. 2 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $145,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors .................. FOXCROFT COLONY
13058 AUTUMN WOODS WAY #2031 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $142,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ........................... STONECROFT
10570 MAIN ST #415 ................... 1 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $140,000 ............ Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ............. MAIN STREET GREEN
3874 LYNDHURST DR #203 .......... 2 . 1 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............ $134,000 ............ Garden 1-4 Floors ............... LYNDHURST CONDOS
4346 VIA DR ................................ 3 . 2 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ............. $52,000 ............. Mobile ............................ WAPLES MOBILE HOME

pecially proud of U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10) who
was one of the 81 co-sponsors of this resolution.

Thank you, America.

Anne Yang
Fairfax



16  ❖  Fairfax Connection  ❖  July 1-7, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

.

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall
• Mid-day Recess/Lunch/Bus Attendant

2 options: 11am-1:30pm or
11am-4:30pm, $12/hr

Elementary School Teachers:  
College Degree  Required 

• General Teachers, K - 3
Middle School Teachers

• Spanish Teacher, PT, M/W/F
12:30-3:30

• Video Specialist, PT, T/Th
12:30 - 3:30

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
FAX: 703-713-3336

DENTAL ASSISTANT
We are looking for that special 
someone to help complete our team!  
Experienced dental asst needed for 
2-doctor perio practice.  Must be a 
motivated team player w/great com-
munication skills and attention to 
detail.  Offices in McLean & Burke.  
FT.    Benefits.    Email   resume  to: 
sandy@novaperioimplant.com

DENTAL FRONT DESK
Burke  orthodontic   office  seeks  front   desk 
position. Dental Experience helpful. Email 
Resume to xdianacampbell55@msn.com or 

FAX to 703-425-6281.

HOME CARE IN ARLINGTON
Looking for Good Caregivers

RN’s, LPN’s, PT’s, OT’s, ST’s, LICSW

✭ New graduates are welcome ✭
Fax: 240-764-8897 or apply online

www.femnursingservices.com. 

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

JANITORIAL POSITIONS

Cleared personnel needed in Springfield, 
VA for janitorial positions starting at 

$19.00 an hour. Please call 
(410) 789-3320 if interested.

LEAD TELLER  
NEEDED FOR SPRINGFIELD 

AREA
Union First Market Bank is seeking a Lead 
Teller for the Springfield area.  Positions re-
quire good communication skills, an ability to 
excel in a retail sales environment, dependabil-
ity, flexibility and experience with customer 
service and cash handling.  Prior bank teller 
experience and supervisor experience prefer-
red. Qualified candidates should submit an ap-
plication on-line at www.bankatunion.com, 
choose the "Careers" link.  We offer an excel-
lent compensation and benefits package. 
Please reference the specific position on 
your application. All applicants must pass a 
consumer credit check.                               EOE

Office Manager 
Peachtree (A/P, GL) and proficiency in 
Excel required. Will handle Human Re-
sources, Payroll, Accounting, plus other 
duties. Include salary requirements with 
resume. Benefits include: health, dental, 
401K, and paid leave. Send resume to 
HR.officemanager@yahoo.com

PART-TIME / FULL-TIME
Be Your Own Boss!

Unlimited Income Potential
Marketing a Service everyone needs

With Pre-Paid Legal, Low Start-up Costs
Independent Associate, 540-785-5878

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 2010 H.S. GRADS

SUMMER WORK!
$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

VVDDOOTT  iiss  HHiirriinngg
• Equipment Repair

Technicians and 
• Maintenance Crew Members!

For details on job opportunities, locations, 
and to apply, go to: www.vdot.jobs.

We keep Virginia Moving
VDOT is an equal opportunity employer

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN
Part or full time position for experi-
enced veterinary Technician.  Need a 
reliable, dedicated person who can 
work side by side with our doctors 
and other team members.  Top rated 
clinic looking for top level person to 
join our team.  Pick up application 
or    fax  resume  to  703-830-1869.  
CLIFTON-CENTREVILLE ANIMAL CLINIC 

703-830-8844

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVER
Responsible caregiver, experi-
enced and bilingual 
(English/Spanish) seeks oppor-
tunity in Fairfax/Vienna area 
to care for infant or assist ac-
tive senior with daily tasks. 
Excellent refs.  Contact Maria 
703-242-3742.  Leave msg.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sheet Metal company in Lorton, Va. looking for 
individual with general office skills, computer 
knowledge and phone answering experience.

Call 703-550-9888 ext. 4 or fax resume to 

703-550-7585.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

“NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST”
We do all repairs!

•Tile •Kitchens •Baths,
•Small Additions,
•Home Improvements
•Grading •Hauling •Clean-up
703-250-1788 or 703-582-1847

email: cehall@cox.net

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
•Patios •Walkways

•Retaining Walls
•Drainage Problems

•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

ASPHALT

Don’t replace It! Save it!
20% Disc.

on
Asphalt,

Sealing & Repair.
Free Est. All Work Guar.

25 Years Exp.
Call Tammy

703-599-8078
703-214-3728

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

*LOST DOG*
“Casey” is a male,

38lb Beagle/Sheltie mix last
seen 6/20 by the Kohl’s

department store in Burke.
Please contact Adrianne at 703-675-2849

if you have any information

32 Lost 32 Lost

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Russian Gourmet, LLC trading 

as Russian Gourmet, 9980 
Main Street, Fairfax, VA 

22031. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and 

beer off premise license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. Zourab 
Tsiskaridze, owner. 

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

ESTATE/YARD SALE,
Sat. July 3 from 8am - 1pm. 

19th century home 
furnishings, piano, toys, 

bike, jewelry, desks, sofa, 
lawn mower, ottoman, 

much more.
8152 Ridge Creek Way, 

Springfield, Virginia 22153; 
703/455-3256.

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

Christian nanny look-
ing for live out position 

new to NOVA. CPR/first 
aid cert. exp w/children 

of all ages. Reliable 
transportation, excellent 

refs. call Allison at 
410-733-1742

117 Adoption

ADOPTION  
Loving childless couple 
wishing to adopt an in-
fant.  Willing to pay legal 
and medical expenses. 
Plse call Hope & Bill 
571-249-9122.  Collect 
Calls Accepted

Loving couple wishing to 
adopt a newborn. Can pay 

legal and medical expenses.
Call Alexa toll free at 

1-(888)329-6280.

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LANDSCAPING

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

MASONRY

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios
Exposed Aggregate

Sidewalks • Carports
Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick
Stonework

703-204-0733

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios,
Driveways,

Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Fund and Friend Raiser for the Children

Community

The crowd watches ‘Maggie’s Story,’ a family testimo-
nial about the care and service this family received at
Inova Fairfax Children’s Hospital.

F
or four nights last week, Van Dyck Park be
come home to a 40-foot wide by 22-foot
high movie screen and 12,000 lumen movie
projector as art Cox Movies Under the

Moon.
The fund raiser for Inova Fairfax Children’s Hospi-

tal was as much a community picnic and reunion for

Fund and Friend Raiser for the Children
Cox Movies Under the
Moon benefits Inova
Fairfax Hospital.

long-time attendees as a means to raise money for
the hospital. Food vendors donated portions or the
entirety of their proceeds to the hospital, and a
“bucket brigade” walked through the crowd through-
out the evening collecting donations from the crowd.
All were asked to donate something to the cause.

Attendance this year was slightly above last year’s
attendance, with between 8,000-8,500 people com-
ing out over the four-night event. Even with the event
running one night less than last year, it raised
$13,000 for Inova. That figure does not include the
money from sponsorships.

— Deb Cobb

From left,
Michelle
Castilly of
Faifax City, a
three-time
Movies
Under the
Moon at-
tendee,
brought her
two friends,
Alvaro
Oviedo and
Jessica
Morales,
both of Falls
Church, to
enjoy the
show.

Jackie Ong, a Fairfax City resident
and volunteer with Truro Church
helps make popcorn for the event.
Cox Communications provided the
popcorn and Truro Church provided
the labor. All proceeds from pop-
corn sales are donated to Inova
Faifax Hospital for Children.

The crowd grows as the sun begins to set.

Photos by Deb Cobb
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

Buzz & Courtney
Jordan
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

CALL JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

David Billups &
Virginia Clark-Billups
Associate Brokers, Lifetime
NVAR Top Producers
703-690-1795
BillupsTeam.com

Catie & Steve
Direct: 703-278-9313

Cell: 703-362-2591
NVAR Top Producers

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207

ronandsusanonline.com

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with

Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Laura Baranek
703-380-8993
Working For You!

Carol Hermandorfer
703.216.4949

carolh@longandfoster.com
Personal Service & Focus on Your Goals

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

Barbara Nowak
& Gerry Staudte
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894
gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

ANN & HAL
GRAINGER
703-503-1870
Top 1% Nationwide
Assoc. Broker,
33+ Yrs. Experience
www.GraingerTeam.com

BETSY RUTKOWSKI
703-503-1478, 703-282-5818
Betsy.Rutkowski@LongandFoster.com
www.Realty4Design.com
Real Service, Real Commitment, Real Results!

Check out my website!
GOWITHLAURA.COM

This site is loaded with information that
can help you learn more about your community.

Whether you plan to buy, sell, rent or are just curious
you will find useful facts here. Please visit!

For a personal consultation
please call me 703-380-8993.

Fairfax Station  $625,000
4 bdrms, 3 1/2 baths. Totally remodeled kitchen with granite, new
cabinets & stainless steel appliances! Bay windows, skylights &
MBR cathedral ceiling. Spacious rec rm with bar area & large
storage rm. Raised hearth FP in family rm with French doors to
deck. Wonderful pond & patio in private flat rear yard.

Manassas  $585,000
4 Car Garage!

Big 5BR colonial on 2 acre wooded lot! Remodeled kitchen  w/
cherry & granite! Library, Finished walkout bsmt!

See more details online at: www.6912trumpeterswanlane.com

Find us on                   Long & Foster Burke/Fairfax Station

TO REGISTER:
Please contact Mary Ann Plonka at 703-503-1898

or maryann.plonka@longandfoster.com

TIME:

7:00-9:00 PM

LOCATION:

Long & Foster’s Northern

Virginia Training Center

3069 Nutley St.

Fairfax, VA 22031

From the Beltway (495), take Rte. 66 West to the
Nutley St. South Exit (exit 62) towards Fairfax.
Go through the intersection of Lee Highway and
Nutley Street. The training center is located in
the Pan Am Shopping Center on the left.

Save A Date To Attend
Long & Foster’s FREE

Real Estate Career Seminar
DATES IN 2010:

July 28

September 1

September 29

Ready to make your move?
Call today for prompt,
Professional Service!

SHEILA GREGORY, Realtor
703-503-1858

sheila.gregory@longandfoster.com

Fairfax Station  $649,900
Walk to Fountainhead Park!

Charming home 5BR, 3BA, large screened porch, mostly Brick. Finished
walk-out basement w/Rec Rm, BR and bath. Updated. Great Buy.

See this property at www.GraingerTeam.com.

SHEILA GREGORY
703-503-1858

sheila.gregory@longandfoster.com
Buy, Sell, or Rent
With Confidence!

Clifton $849,000
Unique Home began life as an Authentic
Farmhouse in 1900! Expanded to accommo-
date today’s active lifestyle! 6.35 acre prop-
erty w barn, pool, fenced paddock & 3
fenced pastures. Located on one of the pret-
tiest streets in Clifton. Spacious master
suite, huge great room w vaulted ceiling, 4
season room, wrap around deck and pool! 4
stall barn w tack rm & wash area would
also make a great art studio!
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Fairfax Station  $749,900
5/6 bedrooms on 1+ wooded acres, brand new kitchen and baths,
custom finished rec room. Woodson H.S.
For 24-hour recorded information call 1-888-495-6207 x204

Annandale $950,000
This brick and stucco home was built in
2006 and has over 5,500 sq. ft of living space
and sits on a half-acre lot. The home fea-
tures a grand two-story entry foyer, 6 bed-
rooms, 7 full bathrooms and a 3 car side load
garage. The home has a main level office as
well as a stunning kitchen, formal living
room and den. The finished lower level is a
walk out with additional rooms as well as a
recreational room. Welcome home!
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Centreville $324,900
Fabulous

3 wonderfully finished level TH Upgraded Kit/granite count-
ers/tile Floors*Hrdwds on top two floors*Open modified floor
plan*3.5 upgraded baths/fresh paint/Tiled rec rm w/frpl and
walkout towoods*Deck*close to shopping*

Call Buzz 703-503-1866

Springfield/Daventry
$599,500

Commuter’s Dream!
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths!
Immaculate Colonial deco-
rated like a Model! Many
Extras and updates including
NEW Gourmet kitchen
Remodel w/ Granite, SS, 5
burner GAS stove, center
island, tray ceiling, large

breakfast rm w/ gleaming NEW hardwood floors, recessed lighting &
MORE! French doors to custom DECK backing to WOODED PRIVACY!
Fam Rm off kitchen w/ brick fireplace! Fully Finished WALKOUT
BASEMENT! MUCH MORE! Steve Childress 703-981-3277
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Colonial Beach, VA $230,000
Blocks to the Beach!

Just a couple of blocks to the river is where this beautiful 4 year young
3 BR, 2 car garage SFH with a welcoming country porch. Hardwood
floors, open country kitchen, LR w/ walk-out to large deck overlooking
fenced backyard. 2 Car garage & extra parking for a boat trailer.

Fairfax City
$499,000

Wow ... what a
transformation!

Sophisticated & inno-
vative custom renova-
tion has taken place
for this Country Club

Hills home! Now featuring 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, large master bedroom
with huge walk-in-closet, sky-lit sun-room addition, exquisite kitchen
with granite counters, maple cabinets; refinished hardwood floors and
window walled living & dining rooms. Enormous walkout family room
with the second of 2 fireplaces; & both baths are brand new!
Completely redone to satisfy the most discriminating purchaser!

Vienna  $1,495,000
Impeccable Brick Colonial

Gorgeous picture perfect, 6 BR, 4.5 BA home in Full Cry Farm on nearly
1 acre. Lower level custom bar, home theatre & nanny suite.
Hardwoods, gourmet kitchen, designer laundry room, built-ins & more.

Betsy Rutkowski (703) 503-1478




