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T
here’s no plan, at least yet. No blueprint has
been created, and no contract has been
signed. School Board members and City

Council members haven’t even signed a memoran-
dum of understanding yet. But efforts are slowly
moving forward to explore the possibility of creat-
ing a public-private partnership that would use de-
veloper money to fund the construction of a new

school at the current site of the long-troubled
Jefferson-Houston School.

“The jury is still out on this,” Councilman Rob
Krupicka explained to members of the Upper King
Street Neighborhood Association this week. “If it’s
not this, it’s going to come from your tax dollars.”

Dramatically rising enrollment figures have cre-
ated a crunch in Alexandria, and School Board mem-
bers are eager to see a new school at the site within
the next three to five years. Jefferson-Houston is the
only school in the city that has more capacity than
students, the result of years of failing test scores and
neighborhood parents choosing to send their chil-
dren to other schools. Now school officials and city
leaders are considering a plan they say would be
unprecedented in Alexandria although it’s been tried

By Michael Lee Pope
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E
verybody loves a parade.
But nobody wants to pay
the bill.

That’s the dilemma
facing city officials and parade or-
ganizers at the dawn of this new
fiscal year, a time when the Scot-
tish Walk and the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade are facing steep new fees
from the city and facing existen-
tial questions about the future.
Each side would like the other to
shoulder more of the burden, and
neither side wants to be stuck with
the responsibility of paying the
tab.

“Twenty years ago, [former
mayor] Chuck Beatley said to me,
‘You take care of the parade and
the city will take care of the rest,’”
said Pat Troy, owner of Ireland’s
Own pub and long-
time organizer of
the annual Irish pa-
rade. “Now they’re
doing everything
they can to shut me
down.”

Troy is not alone.
Campagna Center
president Karen
Hughes also re-
ceived a bill for the
cost to the city for last year’s Scot-
tish Walk. According to a plan
adopted by City Council last year,
organizers of special events in the
city were responsible for 30 per-
cent of the cost to the city. That
meant Troy was hit with a bill for
more than $8,000. And the
Campagna Center had to pay
$6,000.

“For us, it’s not about the money
because we have the resources to
pay this,” said Karen Hughes,
president of the nonprofit organi-
zation on South Washington
Street. “The real question for us is
should we pay this? Is this part of

our mission?”
That question has

become more
pointed this fiscal
year, which started
earlier this month.
Now the percentage
of cost recovery for
parade organizers
has increased to 50
percent. That means
Troy and Hughes

will each be responsible for half
the cost of emergency medical
staff, traffic control, barricades,
trash collection and inspection of
food being served. That’s a lot of
overtime pay. Hughes estimates
her nonprofit organization de-
signed to help children learn will

In Concert
Residents cool their
toes in the water
fountain as they
listen to the Alexan-
dria Citizen’s Band at
Market Square on
Friday, July 16.

Members of the
Alexandria Citizen’s
Band perform.

Photos by LaShawn
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Revenues on Parade
Demand that host organizations
kick in half the cost of parades
stirs concern.

A Public-Private Jefferson-Houston?
Alexandria officials flirt
with deal to use developer
money to rebuild school.

Paying for
Special Events
EVENT COST TO THE CITY
Alexandria Birthday $86,523
George Washington Parade $33,173
St. Patrick’s Day Parade $29,185
Farmer’s Market $26,642
Outdoor Concerts $22,549
Scottish Christmas Walk $21,024
Obama Campaign Rally $17,790
Chiralagua Festival $17,209
Memorial Day Jazz Festival $14,762
One Love Festival $8,589
Art on the Avenue $8,349
Earth Day $7,581
Festival for the Arts $6,020

SOURCE: Fiscal Year 2008 numbers from
the Office of Management and Budget

“I think 30
might be fair,
but 50 percent
is too high.”

— Councilman
Frank Fannon
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News

BRAC Firetrap
How safe is that giant new building rising over the intersection

of Seminary Road and Shirley Memorial Highway? According to
Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille, one major consideration has been
ignored by the Army during construction of the new Washington
Headquarters Service. He raised the issue this week during a meet-
ing at the South County Government Center in Fairfax County
between local, state and federal officials on changes mandated
by the Base Closure and Realignment Commission.

“There’s no provision to address access for fire-fighting services,”
Euille told the panel. “That’s something that should be a concern
to everybody.”

The meeting was called by U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.) in
response to growing concerns regarding movement of tens of thou-
sands of Army personnel from Crystal City to Fort Belvoir. More
than 6,000 of those employees will move to the Washington Head-
quarters Service at Mark Center on Alexandria’s West End. Plan-
ning for the project has been stalled after a proposal to construct
a ramp through a nature preserve were rejected. Now it’s back to
the drawing board, and officials for the Department of Defense
say they aren’t willing to pay for any more traffic studies.

“I think this is a matter of national security,” said Del. Charniele
Herring (D-46), whose district includes Mark Center. “And I think
the Secretary of Defense should look at this as a matter of na-
tional security.”

Federal Money
Speaking of Fort Belvoir, Alexandria officials are eager to get

federal money to help offset the burden that will place on the city
streets. But the flow of money is being held up, in part, by De-
partment of Defense requirement that traffic would have to double
before significant federal resources are committed to a project. If
Defense Secretary Robert Gates were to declare the potential
traffic nightmare at the Mark Center campus of Fort Belvoir a
matter of national security, as Herring suggested this week, the
city might be able to get funding for additional traffic studies as
well as a more comprehensive traffic management plan.

“The Department of Defense does not know how to do a traffic
management plan,” said Deputy City Manager Mark Jinks.

When Del. Bob Brink (D-48) suggested that money for trans-
portation planning needed to come from the federal government
because the state was cash-strapped, Warner joked that he was
waiting for revenues from privatizing the state-owned liquor stores
to fill the gap.

“That and drilling off the coast,” added state Sen. Dick Saslaw
(D-35).

“What could go wrong with that?” asked Euille.

West Nile Found
Don’t look now, but those mosquitoes in the back yard could be

carrying West Nile Virus.
This week, the Alexandria Health Department announced that

mosquito collections in Cameron Knoll and Angle Park tested
positive for West Nile Virus, marking the first reported activity in
Alexandria this year. The collections were done on July 6 by the
Environmental Health Division.

“West Nile Virus is a mosquito-borne disease that is endemic to
this region,” said Environmental Health Manager Bob Custard
in a written statement. “Residents can play an important role in
this effort by getting rid of mosquito-breeding areas around their
homes.”

Health officials recommend taking the following steps: empty
birdbaths, get rid of old tires, clean roof gutters, turn over wad-
ing pools, repair dripping faucets and drain water from grill cov-
ers. People can also avoid mosquito bites by avoiding outdoor
activity at dusk, using insect repellants and checking window
screens.

“We urge city residents to be proactive in their efforts to elimi-
nate mosquito breeding habitats,” added Custard.

So far, no human cases of West Nile Virus have been reported
in the city of Alexandria.

— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria

T
he Lorraine Aprile Salon raised $3,500
with its “Cut-a-thon” fundraiser Sunday,
July 18, to support Jackson Dundon. Sev-
eral months ago, local Alexandria couple

Jimmy and Kristin Dundon discovered that their 2-
and-a-half-year-old son has an inoperable brain tu-
mor.

According to Kristin Dundon, “Jack completed che-
motherapy treatment at Children’s National Medi-
cal Center and is now receiving radiation therapy at
Mass General in Boston, Mass.  He continues to show
remarkable improvement and gives us great hope.”

Those unable to attend the event are welcome to
send donations to: The Jackson Dundon Recovery
Fund, c/o Kerry Donley, 609 N. Pickett St., Alexan-
dria, VA 22304.

The Lorraine Aprile Salon is located on South
Fayette Street; it was opened in 2003 by British
owner and stylist Lorraine Aprile.

‘Cut-a-thon’ Benefits Jackson Dundon

The children
selling lemon-
ade and lolli-
pops are Ilya
and Gray
McCulloch
(brothers), Ruby
Dankmyer, and
Claire Ekard.
Also are Jack-
son Dundon, his
mom Kristin
and Jackson’s
cousin, Nicholas
Danshaw. Over
$200 were
raised through
lemonade sales.

Stylist Lorraine Aprile cuts Jackson
Dundon’s paternal grandmother Christine
Milhon, the boys call her “Mommaw.”

Jackson Dundon with dad Jimmy, mom Kristin and the Lorraine Aprile Salon staff.
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Business

The Mortgage Market
Getting a loan isn’t as easy as it used to be. That’s by design,

with the global financial meltdown caused in part by loose rules
that allowed lenders to give loans with little or no proof it could
ever be paid off. Now the pendulum has swung sharply in the
other direction, and lenders are operating under strict new guide-
lines. Republican Councilman Frank Fannon, who is a mort-
gage broker by day at SunTrust, says the new guidelines are too
restrictive.

“They need to loosen up a little,” said Fannon. “So we can make
some common-sense loans.”

Case in point — Fannon said he recently had to turn down a
loan for an individual with a credit score of 699. Because the
guidelines required a credit score of 700, Fannon had to reject
the loan. If he had more flexibility with the guidelines, he said,
banks would be able to issue more loans. Fannon predicted that
loosening some of the restrictions and allowing more flexibility
would prevent property values from eroding even more, which
he said was a situation created by the reduced number of people
able to buy homes because they can’t get loans.

“Our industry has changed so much in the last few years,” he
said. “Some of the new guidelines were necessary, but some of
them are just too restrictive.”

Stepping In
Back in March, Fairfax County accused former Alexandria-based

RPJ Housing executive director Herb Cooper-Levy of submit-
ting forged zoning documents in order to secure financing for a
multi-family affordable housing facility located near the Hunting-
ton Metro station. Cooper-Levy was initially placed on adminis-
trative leave, and he has since stepped down from his position as
director of the Arlington-based development corporation.

Now, newly installed executive director Eric Bonetti has hired
a Washingon-based firm to provide management consulting ser-
vices for the troubled nonprofit, which was founded in 1978 by a
Presbyterian minister to help offer affordable housing opportuni-
ties. This week, Bonetti announced a new contract with Urban
Investment Partners Management, which currently serves more
than 3,000 multi-family housing units throughout the Washing-
ton region.

“We are pleased to have been selected by RPJ to improve and
refine their management operations,” said UIPPM president
David Zweig in a written statement. “We look forward to work-
ing with RPJ’s exectuive team and board of directors on this very
important assignment.”

“Over the coming months, we will continue to expand and en-
hance the services we offer to our residents,” Bonetti said in a
written statement.

Turnover on King Street
Walking up and down King Street can be depressing, what with

all the empty storefronts. With businesses such as Embellishments
of Alexandria closing their doors, some are concerned that the
city’s main thoroughfare is losing some of its luster.

Perhaps the sluggish economy is to blame. Some say that rents
on King Street are unsustainably high. Others say a glut of res-
taurants is pushing out retail locations, leading to an imbalance
that may already be choking revenues. Whatever is causing the
rapid turnover on King Street, experts say it’s a trend that won’t
be changing anytime soon.

“My prediction for the coming year is turnover, turnover, turn-
over,” said Chris Campagna of Tartan Properties. “That’s what
I expect to see.”

Campagna told members of the Upper King Street Civic Asso-
ciation that Alexandria has a bad reputation for making startup
difficult, making it a “location of last resort.” Coupled with the
relatively high rents along the King Street corridor and the slug-
gish economy, Campagna said the near future is likely to be a
turbulent.

“I’d expect to see more stores like Embellishments closing their
doors,” he said.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

By Grace Powell

Gazette Packet

F
ive years ago, Season Smith-Wesley did not
know a thing about making jewelry. Even
after she took a beginner earring and neck-
lace class at Michaels, Smith-Wesley admit-

ted, “I still didn’t know what it was.” Yet she prac-
ticed. “I got better and better.”

Now King Street passersby can find Smith-Wesley
sitting behind the desk of her new shop AdAl, with
dozens of her own exotic handmade necklaces, ear-
rings, rings and bracelets on display.

Smith-Wesley thinks of her son, Addy, when she
creates jewelry. When Addy was two years old Smith-
Wesley and her husband noticed slight changes in
his development. Addy began “slowly losing the
worlds he had gained like, daddy, bye bye, and thank
you,” she said. Addy was diagnosed with autism
when he was four.

So Smith-Wesley started creating jewelry to ease
her mind. And when the economy turned bad in
2008, she gave her creations to family and friends
as Christmas gifts. Best friend, Isha Yilla, remem-
bers when she received one of those gifts.

Yilla was having a tough year. “Everything was
going wrong,” she said. Yet, her eyes lit up when she
opened Smith-Wesley’s gift, a beautiful necklace and
earring set. “It matched my tone and
my spirit,” Yilla said. “I don’t
think she knew how much it
meant to me.”

Yilla’s reaction inspired
Smith-Wesley to branch her de-
signs outside of the family
circle. She opened AdAl Jewelry
Designs in Woodbridge in 2009.
This year she moved the shop to
Old Town and opened on June
26.

“Old Town is very historical, so
you can’t just put any business
there,” Russell Niblett said. Niblett
is the manager at M & M Fine Arts
and Antique shop, next door to
AdAl.

Niblett said the owner of the two
buildings was impressed with Smith-
Wesley’s designs and thought she’d be
a great addition to King Stret. “There’s
no other shop like hers,” Niblett said.

Smith-Wesley’s jewelry is inventive.
“I would grab things you wouldn’t event think you
could make jewelry out of,” she said. One time she
took pieces of fabric meant for a designer outfit and
stitched it into glass leaves for an earthy cerulean
blue necklace.

Smith-Wesley’s outgoing personality is reflected in
her bold designs. “You kind of especially have to have
that personality of ‘I want to stand out,’” Smith-
Wesley said. ºIndividuals can find bridal pieces or
customize jewelry to switch up colors. She also sells
hand bags and scarves. Many of her designs are Afri-
can inspired.

Smith-Wesley was born and raised in Liberia until
she moved to the U.S. when she was
seven. Her parents worked three jobs
to live a middle class life in a country
with extreme poverty and extreme
wealth. º

“My jewelry has to have a cause
behind it,” Smith-Wesley said. Her
family wants to give back to the
Liberian community. Smith-Wesley
and her sister, Eva Sahr, are moving
their event planning business to
Liberia.

Their family will also provide
resources for Mission of Hope for
Disable, a home for individuals
with disabilities in Liberia. Smith-
Wesley said people with disabili-
ties in Liberia are often dis-
missed. Children may receive
only a spoonful of rice per day.

Smith-Wesley uses her jew-
elry to raise awareness about
various disabilities by sponsor-

ing Autism Awareness events and re-
search. “It’s not about just being rich, I have to have
something to give back to.”

She also hopes and prays that Addy will one day
get his voice back. “This is why every day we’re push-
ing and kicking and going to educate, it’s up to me
to educate.”

AdAl Adds Flair to Old Town

Season Smith Wesley

One of Smith-Wesley’s

latest designs

Season-Smith Wesley
makes jewelry and
raises awareness.
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Send announcements to the Gazette
Packet, by e-mail to gazette@connection
newspapers.com.

Deadline is Thursday at noon for the
following week’s paper.

Photos and artwork encouraged.
Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412

with questions.

Business Notes

 Kirk S. Fedder, CISR, CPSR,
CPIA, of Alexandria, has been re-
elected to the board of directors of the
Professional Insurance Agents Associa-
tion of Virginia and the District of
Columbia (PIAVA/DC), in Richmond.
Fedder was re-elected to a three-year
term on the board during the

association’s 74th annual business meet-
ing on June 29 during the 2010 PIAVA/
DC Convention and Trade Fair, June 27-
29, at the Williamsburg Lodge,
Williamsburg.  More than 350 indepen-
dent insurance agency personnel from
Virginia and D.C. attended the
association’s annual convention.
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Great deals on cabinetry for kitchens, bathrooms, garages, basements or
wherever you need cabinets to maximize your storage and living space.

In-stock flat panel birch doors available in 3 finishes. Choose vanity tops,
faucets, sinks and other products at substantially reduced prices.

Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Reico Clearance Center
6790 Commercial Drive, Springfield, VA 22151

1-800-REICO-11 (734-2611)
www.reico.com/clearancecenter

Visit us today and find your great deal!

Save at the Reico Clearance Center!

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates
Landscape Design Services Available

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff
No Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
$3.39

3 cu. ft.

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

60-75%
OFF POTS
60-75%
OFF POTS

Japanese Maples
30-50% Off

Over 75 Varieties
Herbs

30% Off
Vegetables
50% Off

By Grace Powell

Gazette Packet

D
enise Rocha, moved to
Old Town almost a
month ago. She spent
Fourth of July at the

National Mall in D.C. and felt es-
pecially patriotic. After living in
the Middle East for six months, she
understands the importance of
having a voice.

When Rocha’s friend, Michael
Miller, an independent security
consultant, received a scholarship
to study in the Middle East last
year, she decided to tag along.

At the time, she worked as a
broadcast journalist in Wisconsin
and welcomed the opportunity to
travel. Rocha told her editor she
wanted to freelance report in Is-
rael. “They gave me a camera, a

tripod and said go.”
She found Tel Aviv surprisingly

modern and hip. “It’s a mixture
between New York, Paris and
L.A.,” she said, “The diversity of

Denise Rocha recently moved
to Old Town after reporting
in Middle East.

Goodbye ‘Tel Aviv,’
Hello Alexandria

Denise Rocha

See Rocha,  Page 25

People
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alex./Old Town $1,675,000
Circa 1850 detached home on double lot w/2-story garage!
Three bedrooms, 2 baths, living rm, formal dining rm & den.
High ceilings, lots of light & off-street parking.

723 South Lee Street
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Falls Church $400’s
The work has been done for you! Two levels, 3 bedrooms, 2
baths brick rambler w/garage. Inside the Beltway. Updated
kitchen & baths. New roof. Fenced yard & deck.

7313 Camp Alger Avenue
Sandy H. McConville 703-402-1587

Alex./Rosemont $899,000
Updated 1920s Colonial w/3 finished levels, 4 upper BR & 3.5
BA, Family rm off kitchen, sun room, formal dining rm & living
rm. New windows & detached garage, Blocks to Metro &
shopping. 404 Russell Road

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $1,465,000
Warm & inviting custom home on almost 1/2 acre. Private, wooded lot.
Entertain in your chef’s gourmet kitchen for 2 – w/deck, nestled in the
treetops. Bountiful storage plus a “secret room.” Walk to park, pool & school.

902 Emerald Drive
Joni Koons 703-209-7277 Greg Koons 703-209-7678

9 West Linden Street
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria $360,000
Delightful, 2 levels, 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths w/loads of light
through the bay window. Lush setting. New wood flrs on main
level & brand new washer/dryer, Patio w/grassy area. Best of
all: NEW WINDOWS! 3812 Jason Street

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alex./Old Town
$1,200,000

Backyard
Boats! Steps to
the river, w/3
bedrms &
4.5 baths. 2-car
garage.
721 South Union

Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria
$325,000

Tranquil oasis
nestled in private
community adja-
cent to Huntley
Meadows Park. 6
years young Beazer
town house w/3
BR, 3.5 BA & 1-car
gar. Close to Metro
& shopping.

3442
Turtle Dove Nook

Cindy Baggett
703-593-1418

Leslie Rodriquez
703-400-3010

Alex./Old Town
$549,900

Lovely 2 bedroom,
1 bath brick town
house with deep
garden just a few
blocks from King
Street Metro, shops
& restaurants! New
Windows, gleaming
wood floors, up-
dated kitchen &
bath. Best of all, NO
HOA FEE!

212 South
West Street
Christine
Garner

703-587-4855

Alex./Old Town
$549,900

Try this on for sighs!
Parker Gray District
home w/3 bedrms &
2.5+.5 baths built
2007. Close to 2
Metros, so leave the
car! Features include
high ceilings, wood
flrs, amazing kitchen
w/SS, granite &
cabinets galore!
Private fenced patio
for evening enjoyment
& BBQs.
219 A West Street

Sandy
McConville

703-402-1567

Alex./Old Town
$798,000

Surprisingly
spacious! 3
Bedrooms,
2.5 Baths, 3
fireplaces,
2 parking
spaces.
720 Gibbon Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alex./Old Town
$998,000

Detached historic
home, fully renovat-
ed. Two BR, 2 full &
1 half BA. Gracious
living, modern
amenities—open
plan, high ceilings,
fireplace, gourmet
kitchen & family rm.
See photos/floor
plans @ www.219
southroyal.com.

219 South
Royal Street

Barbara Rosen
703-407-6481

Alex./Rosemont $774,900
Beautiful Col. w/3 BR & 2 BA. Det. studio, screened porch &
landscaped yard w/stone patio. Arched doorways, custom built-in
cabinets & window seat. FP, molding and beautiful wood floors. All on
tree-lined street.
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 A v e d a  C o n c e p t  S a l o n

Bring this ad
and receive

20% off
your first
service at

s Place‘

Hours
Tues - Fri:

10 am - 8 pm
Saturday:

9 am - 5 pm

515 East Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22314

703.548.3444

maksplace.com

RESTAURANT

(the old Bennigan’s at Landmark)

703-461-0450
www.alleycatalexandria.com

Wednesday Night
is

Ladies Night
Great Specials

It will turn your world
Upside Down!

Jim and Fred Parker held
an anniversary party on
Saturday, July 17, for past
and present staff of the
Hard Times Café.

Hard Times Café
Celebrates 30 Years

Robin Strocchia, Pepe and Suzette Greco and Dave
Slater.

Fred Parker accompanies Mr.
Spoons in a little performance.

Charlie Berseford
and Milton
Chavez.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Business

Mark McCaslin, Fred Parker, Jimi Watson, Dave Slater. Jim
Parker and Pete Muckerman, Sandy Karpe and Bob
Howard.
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By Gale Curcio

Gazette Packet

F
ay Carter had a vision. As the
owner of The Christmas Attic, she
wanted to see “magic and won-
der” and she didn’t want to wait

until December.
After a very busy weekend along Union

Street, it appears that her vision has paid
off. Christmas in July brought in hundreds
of people to shop and dine. On Fridays,
there were parties along the block. Both
Santa and the Grinch stopped by over the
weekend. Both adults and children had lots
of activities to keep them busy.

“We had a fantastic event,” said Carter.
“Every day seemed to be like a different
event.”

Friday evening was all about the party-
ing and strolling — lots of happy smiling
locals and many visitors. The Grinch added
a fun touch to the stores that stayed open.
Even though it was very hot, people were
enjoying the festivities — and Union Street.

“Saturday was a family day with children
and parents, locals and many visitors from
the extended area. Families brought their
children for a day of fun on Union Street.
They met Santa and the Grinch, shopped
for their Christmas ornaments, made cook-

ies & crafts [at Union Street Public House],
listened to a Christmas story & shopped a
bit.

“Before the store opened its doors Satur-
day morning we had customers waiting to
come into Mystique,” said Elizabeth
Mandros, owner/designer. “The entire day
was back-to-back customers interested in
our fine jewelry designs and featured in-
house designer trunk show Alberto Parada.

“Every Saturday Mystique offers compli-
mentary jewelry cleaning which also
brought in many visitors that had not been
in our store who live in Old Town Alexan-
dria. Our complimentary jewelry cleaning
is not just a simple cleaning but a full in-

spection of the jewel for damage or loose
stones, then a quick buff, a ultrasonic bath
and the final hot steam to bring a piece look-
ing like it’s brand new, customers are
amazed and happy.

“Having owned my store for 19 years on
The Strand overlooking the waterfront I feel
that this was an event that brought out Old
Town as a community enjoying our town
together.”

Ginny Barlow, owner of Encore, was
pleased with the event, and said, “I cannot
thank Fay or any of you enough for the fan-
tastic job you all did in this promotion. I
thought it was so wonderful and so well
done for our very first Christmas in July.
We played Christmas music and wished
everyone a Merry Christmas and despite the
wicked heat, I saw so many smiles and
heard many giggles over the silliness of it.

“I am so thankful for the brilliant idea and
with this economy the way that it is, we
needed that little bit of spark to boost
everyone’s morale. Encore had a very good
weekend and I hope we are able to con-
tinue doing special promotions in the fu-
ture.”

Hooray for Books! employee Patrick
Hunter read Christmas books at the
Firehook Bakery on Sunday, and gave his
perspective on the weekend. “Though the
weather was hot, hot, hot. children of all
ages and families of all kinds let their
thoughts turn to snowmen, Christmas bells
and snowflakes — all cookies shapes being
sold at the Firehook Bakery on Union Street
in Alexandria for Christmas in July.

“In addition to Santa’s favorite holiday
delight, the crowd was treated to some fa-
vorite holiday stories courtesy of Hooray For

Books! storytellers.
Children were entranced by Bear fight-

ing sleepy eyes and stifling yawns during
the holidays in “Bear Stays Up for Christ-
mas;” a duck who had been nice all year,
until he eats all of irresistible cookies that
he left out for Santa in “Have you been
Naughty or Nice?;” a certain someone with
a heart two sizes to small in the perennial
favorite “How the Grinch Stole Christmas.”
With such good stories, good cheer and
good cookies, the story time mood was any-
thing but grinchy; resembling more the fes-
tive mood of the Whos as they awaken on
Christmas Day.

“While the weather didn’t call for any type
of precipitation, the revelers were treated
to something spectacular falling from the
sky as they exited Firehook — bubbles. Next
door to Firehook, Ben & Jerry’s window
bubble machine was in full operation help-
ing to add a touch of magic to the air and
the afternoon. And just in case you want to
know, as of Sunday, July 18, there are only
159 days left until Christmas.”

Participants will be meeting later to evalu-
ate the event, but it appears as this point
that Christmas in July is likely to become
an annual event in Old Town, Alexandria.

Gale Curcio is an independent writer and public
relations consultant in Mount Vernon.

Business

Bob Lorenson prepares for a wine tasting at
The Virginia Shop.

Windsor of Old Town employee Caroline LeVere
prepares for Christmas in July.

Bradley Zimmerman, from The Kilted Nation, is
always ready for Christmas.

Christmas in July Yields Very ‘Cool’ Event

Photos by Gale Curcio

Firehook employees Kunle Oyejide
and Indira Torrentes are ready for
Christmas in July.

Photo by Joanie Stewart

Even ‘The Grinch’ stopped by to
make an appearance.

Parker Ellis decorates a cookie
with his mother at Union Street
Public House’s cookie decorating
and ornament making session.

Betty Sullivan and colleagues from Architectural Ceramics threw quite a
party on Friday night.
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

THANKSGIVING CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, Nov. 20-29......$580
Includes 9 Nights on Celebrity’s “Mercury” with All Meals & Entertainment!

NEW YEAR’S CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, Dec. 27–Jan. 8...$1,660
Includes 12 Nights on RCCL’s “Enchantment of the Seas” with All Meals &
Entertainment!

MYRTLE BEACH FOR NEW YEAR’S! Dec. 29–Jan. 1.................$499
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3 Nights Oceanfront Hotel, 3
Breakfasts, 3 Dinners, Sightseeing & SHOWS!

ALEXANDRIA LIGHTING & SUPPLY
701 No. Henry St., Alexandria, VA

703-548-2320
www.alexandrialighting.com
Ample Free Parking

Open Late Every Wednesday!
7:30 AM – 7:00 PM

Expert Staff
Showroom Open to the Public

Se Habla Español!

Summer Showroom Sale
Under Way!

From Page 1

News

See A Public-Private,  Page 10

in other jurisdictions across the
country.

“Some have been successful,”
said School Board member Helen
Morris. “Others have been fail-
ures.”

THE IDEA HAS been gaining
traction since late last year, when budget officials
began trying to find solutions to ever-growing rev-
enue shortfalls. School Board members were first
briefed about the idea last July, and City Council
members were formally presented with the concept
a few months later. During a budget retreat in No-
vember, Deputy Superintendent Margaret Byess out-
lined the possibility as a tool for increased revenue
to pay for one of three new schools that were needed
because of rising enrollment. Because the current
school site is next to the King Street Metro, Byess
explained, the land is so valuable that it would give
city officials considerable room to negotiate.

“It’s a fabulous property,” said Byess during the
2009 budget retreat. “It’s eminently suitable for a
public-private partnership.”

Ideally, everybody would walk away from the deal
a winner. The city would get to keep all the land,
which has been used by the public-school system for
more than a century. In exchange for the cost of con-
structing a new school, a developer would gain ac-
cess to a prime piece of property and a long-term
lease. But many Upper King Street Neighborhood
Association members said Tuesday night that they
would rather see the city pay for a new school than
accept increased density that would inevitably come
with a public-private partnership at the site.

“I think it’s fair for some of our members to ask
why the burden should fall on this neighborhood and
this neighborhood alone,” said Trey Hanbury, presi-
dent of the neighborhood association. “Jefferson-
Houston always comes in last, and the proposal, by
asking us to bear all the burdens of dense develop-
ment, seems no exception.”

MANY NEIGHBORHOOD resi-
dents say the school never recov-
ered from a controversial 1999 re-
districting plan that shifted much
of the elementary school’s West
End student population to the re-
cently built Tucker Elementary
School. In its first year, the newly
reconfigured school went from
having 50 percent of its students

living in poverty to 77 percent. Enrollment spiraled
downward at the school in the next few years, reach-
ing about half of what it was before the map changed.
During one six-year period the school had five dif-
ferent principals.

“The school has obviously gone awry,” said former
Jefferson-Houston Principal Blanche Maness in 2006
after her election to the School Board. “The leader-
ship hasn’t stayed, and we know that’s part of the
problem.”

Since that time, the School Board members took a
series of drastic measures. The first was hiring
Kimberley Graves to lead the school, providing a
measure of stability. Then, in October 2007, the
School Board voted to indefinitely suspend the el-
ementary school’s arts focus. Last year, the school
added sixth-grade classes for the first time — part of
a three-year plan to create a hybrid between an el-
ementary school and a middle school. Last month,
Jefferson-Houston Principal Kimberley Graves an-
nounced that the school has been officially approved
as a candidate for the International Baccalaureate
Primary Year Program.

“These are schools that share a common philoso-
phy — a commitment to high quality, challenging,
international education that Jefferson-Houston be-
lieves is important to our students,” said Graves in a
written statement. “We are so very excited about this
opportunity and look forward to continuing the jour-
ney to implement the International Baccalaureate
Program.”

Working Out Funds for Rebuilding

School officials and city leaders are considering a plan that would allow a developer
access to the site in exchange for funding construction of a new facility.
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At a Glance
JEFFERSON-HOUSTON

Students: 229
Licensed staff: 58
Black students: 71 percent
Hispanic students: 14 percent
White students: 9 percent

SOURCE: Alexandria City Public Schools
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

From Page 9

From Page 1

News

be responsible for scraping together $10,000. If
Troy held the same scale parade next year as he put
on this year, the bill would be $15,000.

“I think 30 might be fair, but 50 percent is too
high,” said Republican Councilman Frank Fannon, a
member of the Ballyshaners, who voted against the
budget this year. “One thing that might be able to
save us money is if we had volunteers working the
side-streets instead of overtime police officers.”

FOR NOW, Hughes has taken the cost of the Scot-
tish Walk out of the operating budget of the
Campagna Center and moved it into a separate ac-
count. That way, she says, people who give money
can be confident their money is going to the mis-
sion and not to the parade. To pay for this year’s
parade, Hughes plans to seek corporate sponsors and
the help of the St. Andrew’s Society. Looming over

it all is a branding problem for the nonprofit organi-
zation.

“People walk away from the parade and think it
was something the city put together,” said Hughes.
“Every budget cycle is a time to rethink this policy, I
would strongly encourage the City Council to rethink
this.”

Troy said he’s been able to pay down about one
quarter of his bill for this year’s parade, and he’ll be
able to pay the rest after next month’s Irish Festival.
In a meeting with city officials earlier this month,
Troy offered to cut back the scale of the parade by
half, starting the event from Alfred Street instead of
West Street. That would eliminate the need to shut
down Route One, which Troy said would drastically
reduce the anticipated bill for next year.

“Some of these police officers are getting $70 an
hour in overtime, and I think that’s outrageous ” said
Troy. “I think we’re really getting a raw deal from the
city.”

NOW, AFTER YEARS of kicking the can down the
road, city officials have come to the conclusion that
the facility isn’t worth saving. The original 1970
structure is old and falling apart. Although the open-
pod design of the classrooms was trendy when the
building was constructed, the layout of the building
is now considered noisy and lacking natural light.
Ultimately, School Board members have concluded
that rehabilitating the building would not be as cost
effective as building a new one.

“We cannot renovate the school,” said Morris. “It
would be throwing money at a really bad site.”

That leaves a critical choice that must be made by
the end of this year: Should the new building be paid
for by a developer who has access to part of the site
or should the government fund the building with in-
creased taxes and loans? Last month, City Council
members and School Board members held a joint
work session to consider the issue although council
members stopped short of endorsing the idea. An-
other joint work session on the issue is expected in
October.

Raining on Their Parades

Firefighters from
the District of
Columbia march
in this year’s St.
Patrick’s Day
Parade.

Photo by

Louise Krafft/

Gazett Packet

A Public-Private Jefferson-Houston?
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David W. Spires
703-765-3500•Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789•Cell: 703-472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
703-370-0808•Cell 703-856-2426

www.partnersinrealestate.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

1200
Gatewood Drive

• Custom, Modified Split-
Level on Large Corner Lot
• Conveniently Located
Main Level Two-Car Garage
• Roofline Transoms Lend
Contemporary Flair
• Use of Rare Pecky Cypress
Accent Hardwoods
• Updated Corian Kitchen
w/Generous Breakfast Space

• New Master Suite w/Sitting Area & Walk-in Closet • Luxury Master Bath
w/Jetted Tub & Separate Shower • Fabulous Entertainment/ Recreation Area on
Lower Level. Dir: S on GW Pkwy from Old Town.  R Tulane, L Park Terrace, R
Villamay Blvd., L Admiral to corner of Admiral & Gatewood
Offered at..........................................................................$975,000

537 Tobacco Quay
• Turn-Key—Move Right In! • In Historic Old Town • One
Block to River • Three Bedrooms • Newly Remodeled
Kitchen • New Marble Bathrooms • Assigned Parking In
Courtyard • Refinished Hardwoods • Bright Paint Colors
• Washer/Dryer Hookups • Lovely Built-Ins Flanking
Fireplace. Dir: Washington Street. East on Oronoco. L
on Tobacco Quay to end of street. Parking Space #18
Offered at....................................................$675,000

271 Pickett Street
South, Unit #302

• Great Location in sought-
after Hillwood
• Beautiful & Spacious 2
Bedroom, 2 Bath Unit with 9-
Foot Ceilings
• Large Living Room with
Wood-Burning Fireplace
• Dining Room with sliding
glass doors to Private Balcony
• Great Open Kitchen –
Perfect for Entertaining
• Master Bedroom with Huge
Walk-In Closet • Huge
Master Bath with Soaking
Tub and Separate Shower

• New Carpet Throughout • Steps to Metro Bus and Minutes to
Van Dorn Metro • Reserved Parking, Pool and Clubhouse
• Don’t Miss this Opportunity! Dir: From 395 Duke Street
East, R on Pickett Street South, R into Hillwood,
Building 271, Unit #302.
Offered at ...................................................$329,000

7729 Lee Avenue
• Custom, Stone & Bead Board
New England Cape on 2/3 Acre
• G.W. Parkway bike and walk-
ing trails just one block away
• Hard-wood floors throughout
• Approx. 4,000 Sq.Ft. under
roof • Two Generous Master
Suites – One on each Level
• New Main Level Master Bath
• Large Formal Rooms to
include Library/Music Room
• Commercial Chef’s Kitchen

w/Viking Appliances & Granite • Extensive Built-ins and Mouldings • Six-Panel Doors
• Two Masonry Fireplaces • Huge Two-Car Garage • Garden House/Playhouse • Recently
Appraised at $1,300,000 • S of Old Town Alexandria - in the community of Wellington.

Call for Your Private Tour
Offered at.........................................................................$1,175,000

7403
Fort Hunt Road

• Custom Colonial tucked
away in private setting
• Remodeled from top-to-
bottom since 2002
• Elegant Formal Rooms
flank Large Entry Foyer
• Family Room with
Cathedral Ceiling & Massive
Fireplace • Chef’s Island
Kitchen w/Granite & Finest
Appliances • French Doors

Open to Two-Level Brick Terrace at Rear • Totally Remodeled Baths &
Utility/Laundry Room • Storage in Three Locations to include Walk-in Attic
• Two-Car Garage • Custom Closets • Hardwood Floors. Dir: S on GW Pkwy
from Old Town. R on Morningside, R on Fort Hunt Rd to 7403 on right.
Offered at..........................................................................$790,000

7207
Park Terrace Drive
• Magnificence along the
Potomac River • Smashing,
Remodeled Rambler in
Villamay • Elegantly
Appointed from top to bottom
• Villamay’s Largest Kitchen
with Island and Wet Bar
• Luxury Master Suite with
Sunken tub looking to River
• Formal Living and Dining

Rooms at Rear Elevation • All Baths Remodeled/Powder Room Added • Laundries on
Both Main and Lower Level • Decking spans entire Rear Elevation overlooking River
• Extensive List of added Amenities at Property. Dir: S on G.W. Pkwy from Old
Town. R on Tulane. Immediate L on Park Terrace to 7207 on left.
Offered at.......................................................................$1,250,000

~ COMING SOON ~
RENTALS
Marine Drive
Alexandria

$3,000/month
•Detached home in Villamay

– 5 bedrooms, 3 baths
• 2-car garage – Corner lot

– Metro picks up at corner

Olde Town Road
Alexandria

$2,500/month
• All-brick 3-level Town

House near Beltway
• 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths
• Metro bus at corner

– terrific location.
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Opinion

A
s someone who pays more than $10
to drive round-trip the entire length
of the Dulles Toll Road and then
Greenway to Leesburg on my way

out to Hillsboro, I am forced to recognize that
commuters and others will pay to drive on con-
gestion-free roads.

Leaving my office in Alexandria, however, I
could soon have the choice to pay to drive in
the High Occupancy Toll Lanes on my way
around the Beltway, then a possible future
choice to pay either the basic rate or an up-
graded rate to drive on the Dulles Toll Road,
followed by the choice to drive on the
Greenway or to take Route 7 out into outer
Loudoun. Could that add up to $15 or more
each way? (Already during rush hour,
it costs $5.25 each way on the
Greenway, $4.55 off peak; and it’s
$1.75 on the Dulles Toll Road.)

Toll lanes are also on the drawing board for
395 and 95, places where effective means (slug
lines) are in place to gather enough (three)
people in a car to qualify as “High Occupancy,”
the current qualifier for using the existing HOV
lanes. You can’t buy your way onto those lanes
at this point.

Choosing all the tolls would be well beyond
most people’s means in anything but an emer-
gency. But others will be able to consider the
cost a business expense, or will be able to value
their own time highly enough to pay the
freight.

The real concern is that we aren’t using the
future tolls to create funding for the broad
transportation initiatives that we need to thrive

economically. The current model of public-pri-
vate partnerships allows private companies to
collect and keep all the tolls virtually forever
(50 years) in exchange for building these par-
ticular roads.

But knowing that the revenue stream is out
there, Virginia could issue bonds and contract
the building of the roads and toll lanes, thereby
using any surplus revenue to continue to im-
prove the commonwealth’s transportation in-
frastructure.

Once you admit that you’re going to charge
tolls, really significant dollar amounts of tolls,
you don’t need a public private partnership to
make transportation improvements happen.
You can manage contractors and use the rev-

enue stream to keep Virginia moving.
The commonwealth seems only to be
able to stomach high tolls when the

Tolls and a Transportation Fix
Could the links add up to $20 and more per trip?
And why won’t Virginia issue bonds if it can
collect that kind of toll revenue?

The Pet Gazette is coming next week, pub-
lishing July 28. We must have all submissions
no later than Friday morning, July 23.

We welcome, photos, artwork and short sto-
ries (200 words or less) about your pet. Tell us
a funny story, or explain how your pet helped
you or a member of your family through a
tough time. Tell us about how you came to
adopt or rescue your pet. Tell us how your fa-
vorite places to go with your pet, or how you
solved a particular challenge concerning your
pet.

We haven’t forgotten horses, fish, birds, rep-
tiles and amphibians, guinea pigs, hamsters,

money is going to a private company, not when
it might go to the public good in the future.

Still one can only hope that 20-30 years from
now the idea of rush hour and congestion —
that we will each climb into a car one person
at a time and drive on the same roads to work
at the same time every day — will be as incon-
ceivable as dial-up access to the internet.

Then all those extra lanes might be wide
open with little toll revenue coming in.

And we can only hope that whoever is writ-
ing the contracts for these public private part-
nerships has the best interests of the Common-
wealth at heart and isn’t shifting the risk of
that sort of innovation away from the private
sector while leaving them to reap the profits
without sharing.

Maybe in 50 years, the separate HOT Lanes
will serve to separate bicyclists from skate-
boarders from pedestrians as old roadways
become the recreational areas of the future,
much as unused rail lines and former tow
paths.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

and other more unusual pets — we hope for
photos about them all.

Be sure to identify the full names of every-
one pictured in any photos, include informa-
tion such as breed and age of the pet and chil-
dren pictured, and (very important) the com-
munity where you live.

We prefer digital submissions. E-mail to
PhotoAX@connectionnewspapers.com, and
write “Pets” in the subject line.

Please be sure to include the name of the
artist or author, and name of the home town,
along with address and phone number to be
used for verification purposes only.

Send in Your Pet Photos and Stories

Editorials

Be a Mentor
To the Editor:

It never occurred to me to be a
tutor or a mentor; to be a part of a
child’s life, a child I didn’t know.
Then I saw an ad saying Alexan-
dria needed tutors. Being a new
resident to the city, wanting to get
involved, I told myself I can do
that. I can help.

I started to tutor a 2nd grader
in reading. I didn’t know what to
expect. I was afraid I wouldn’t be
able to help my student or that we
wouldn’t relate. Boy, were my fears
unfounded!  My student was so
eager to learn and excited to have
a tutor, to be special among her
peers. We spent a half hour twice
a week reading out loud. Over
time, I saw her reading improve
dramatically, I was thrilled know-
ing that reading proficiency and
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Live Wire performs in Old Town.Snapshot
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The Twig, the Inova Alexandria Hospital auxiliary, has
pledged $1 million for the hospital’s Project 2010, an

$84 million construction and renovation plan. The $1 million gift will go toward
construction of a new 24-bed post surgical center. From left: Twig Past Presidents
Starlet Zarek, Kathy Hirsch, Janet Hawkins, Debbie Homburger, Seema Nawaz,
Anita Carson (not pictured); and Christine Candio, CEO, Inova Alexandria Hospital.

$1 Million Pledge

From Page 12

Opinion

See Senior,  Page 26

vocabulary in the primary
grades significantly affect the op-
portunities she will have and the
choices she will make as she gets
older. The confidence she gained
through her reading skills im-
pacted how she sees herself and
the world sees her.

I enjoyed the give and take with
my student and the relationship so
much that I continued it after the
school year and evolved my role
into mentoring as well as tutoring.
Mentoring expands my student’s
world. I have seen her eyes light

up as we have taken a boat ride to
see the Nationals play, gone to a
Greek restaurant and saw the
Rockettes at the Verizon Center.
Her world has gotten larger … and
so has mine.

I care about this young lady I
didn’t even know two years ago.
And I take a lot more interest in
educational issues in Alexandria
that will affect her and other kids
like her. I have seen her challenges
up close and want to help her
along.

Have you thought about being
a mentor to a child who could re-
ally use some personal attention

and someone to show them the
wider world? The Alexandria
Mentoring Partnership has quite a
few programs, each with a differ-
ent goal, age group and set of ac-
tivities.

Learn about mentoring by emailing
loralei.coyle@alexandriava.gov. If you
are a current mentor, please “re-up”
and continue to play a very positive
role in a child’s life.

Louise Kenny
Loralei G. Coyle

Alexandria Mentoring
Partnership Coordinator

Alexandria

Letter

By Christine Candio, CEO

Inova Alexandria Hospital

P
atti was an avid skier and hiker before her
hip began giving her problems. You can imag-
ine what an inconvenience this was for a 60-

year-old grandmother who was known for being an
active senior. She began reading self-help books, con-
ducting online research and doing special exercises
to improve the mobility in her hip joint but nothing
seemed to help. Finally, she had enough of her hip
interfering with her lifestyle and decided she needed
to do something. After meeting with John Albrigo,
MD, Medical Director, Joint Replacement Program at
Inova Alexandria Hospital, she had her hip replaced.

According to Dr. Albrigo, nearly 1 million older
adults have a joint replacement surgery each year,
but the average age is declining because of the ac-
tive lifestyle that many like Patti lead.

You or someone you know may be considering joint
replacement surgery after exhausting other treatment
options for a damaged or arthritic joint. If so, all Inova
hospitals can provide you with the experts needed
for this procedure.

As knowledge and technology advances in ortho-
pedics, we find newer and better ways to fix ailing

joints. There are several types of hip and knee re-
placement options available for patients seeking this
treatment.

Advances in orthopedic techniques have come as
technology has improved. Our operating rooms at
Inova Alexandria Hospital are equipped with high-
definition technology to provide surgeons with a
more detailed view of the joint area. And, with par-
tial completion of the Project 2010 expansion, our
operating rooms have been upgraded with more
minimally invasive equipment to help patients re-
cover more quickly.

We provide all of these resources, along with physi-
cal therapy and rehabilitation, to help our patients
get back to living the life they desire without joint
pain.

Patti, who we mentioned above, didn’t miss a beat
after her hip replacement. After some physical
therapy, she is once again hitting the slopes and the
trails. She even started a new hobby %you may see
her practicing her figure eights on a local ice rink
this winter.

To learn more about joint replacement at Inova
Alexandria Hospital, and other Inova hospitals, at-
tend one of our upcoming lectures by registering at
inova.org/asktheexpert or call 703-750-8800.

Get Back to Living Life — Pain Free

By Janet Barnett

Executive Director

Senior Services of Alexandria

S
enior Services of Alex-
andria is one of the
city’s best-kept se
crets,” some of our cli-

ents and supporters say. We want
to be more visible to the commu-
nity, and we certainly don’t want
to keep secrets; so we thank the
Gazette-Packet for inviting us to
tell you how we help our city’s el-
ders.

The mission of the non-profit
Senior Services of Alexandria
(SSA) is to “foster independence
and self-sufficiency so that seniors
within the City of Alexandria can
age with dignity.” We have earned
the community’s trust during our
42 years of faithfully fulfilling that
mission.

Our 23-member board of direc-
tors oversees the executive direc-
tor and a small, full and part-time
staff with an $850,000 annual
operating budget. You can find our
office in Old Town at 700 Princess
St., on the mezzanine level.

Our primary clients are men and
women age 60 and over, but more
and more, we are working with
adult children who need help with
caring for aging parents, especially
those who live out of town.

How do we help seniors? We
provide Meals on Wheels and ac-
cess to transportation jointly with
the City of Alexandria and the
Ronald M. Bradley Foundation. We
also offer daily money manage-
ment services and companion care
placements. Last year, we served
over 2,500 clients in all our pro-
grams, with the assistance of ap-
proximately 250 volunteers.

FOR MORE THAN 35 years, Se-
nior Taxi has provided discounted
curb-to-curb service to and from
medical appointments and grocery
and drug stores. Caring SSA
reservationists assist seniors in ar-
ranging rides in Alexandria Yellow
Cabs and ensuring that passengers
are picked up and taken home
promptly. Often, reservationists
build relationships with seniors
just by talking on the phone. One
of our clients who has moved away
will call now and then to chat with
one reservationist “just to hear his
voice.”

Likewise, for seniors and others
who are disabled, DOT Transpor-
tation — the DASH bus system’s
counterpart for people with dis-
abilities — provides safe, reliable

curb-to-curb
taxi service in
c o m p l i a n c e
with the
A m e r i c a n s
with Disabili-
ties Act. In co-
o p e r a t i o n
with Diamond
Transportation and White Top Cab
companies and the City of Alex-
andria, SSA reservationists dili-
gently schedule rides for clients.
This means efficiently managing
adjustments and cancellations. In
addition to offering a high level of
personal service, a record of the
trips scheduled, departures and
arrivals are carefully documented
in each day’s manifests.

WHAT IS MORE essential and
comforting than a nutritional
meal? Meals on Wheels is a life-
sustaining program that allows
seniors who are unable to go out
to shop — or have difficulty pre-
paring meals — to stay home, be-
cause their meals are delivered. I
am so proud that, in partnership
with the city government and over
200 volunteers, we are able to pro-
vide meals to nearly 100 clients
every Monday through Friday.

For the past two years, we have
been able to deliver meals on holi-
days through the generosity of the
Ronald M. Bradley Foundation.
Mr. Bradley was concerned that
homebound seniors might go hun-
gry on Thanksgiving, Christmas
and other holidays; so his founda-
tion covers the costs of meals on
all federal holidays. Again, loyal
volunteers donate their free time
to deliver these meals, which are
really delicious and a bit more spe-
cial because of their holiday mo-
tifs.

Also, through our Daily Money
Management Program, SSA helps
seniors with writing checks to pay
bills, balancing bank accounts and
resolving financial problems.
Some issues are easily addressed,
such as late fees or understanding
increases in billings, while others
are more serious and require in-
terpretation to parse credit reports
or identify inappropriate charges.
We do not offer financial advice,
but we refer clients to a number
of professional institutions that
can help them.

Our counselor also offers help to
resolve Medicare and Medicaid
issues. We work closely with the
city’s Office on Aging to aid our

Helping Elders
To Age in Place

“
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People

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he Rotary Club of Alexandria installed its
83rd president on July 13 as Gayle Spur was
formally presented the club gavel at the In-

duction Day meeting at Belle Haven Country Club.
“I am looking forward to continuing the success

the club has seen under Drew’s guidance,” Spur said
after being congratulated by outgoing president Drew
Carroll. “The Rotary theme this year is ‘Building Com-
munities, Bridging Continents’ and we will continue
to make a difference in communities worldwide in
disease prevention, maternal and child health and
literacy projects.”

In his final remarks as president, Carroll high-
lighted the club’s many achievements, including the
Summer Relief Day at Alexandria Hospital, the Open
World Team hosting of a team of professionals from
Ukraine, Christmas giving at the Ladray Hi-Rise and
Annie B. Rose House, the Breast Cancer Walk and
the club’s signature fund-raising event, Taste for Giv-
ing.  Taste for Giving revenues, combined with funds
from the club’s Alexandria Day Nursery and
Children’s Home Foundation, enabled the organiza-
tion to award grants to 25 Alexandria nonprofits last
month.

Other officers inducted at the meeting were: Stuart
Matthews, sergeant-at-arms; Peter Knetemann, sec-
retary; Lee Duncan, treasurer; Ray Petniunas, vice
president, and John Woods, vice president.

New directors include Gordon Peyton, Karen
Hughes, Daniel Fannon, Thomas C. Roberts, Jr. and

Edward Stark.
Outgoing district governor Horace McCormack was

in attendance to thank the Alexandria club for its
generosity in donating more than $115,000 to the
Rotary International Foundation and spoke about
what it means to be a Rotarian.

 “It is truly an honor to serve in this organization,”
McCormack said. “How we think about mankind,
how we reach out to support mankind — that is what
we are about.”

A retail marketing executive and graduate of
Stephens College and Florida State University, Spur
ended her first meeting as president with a quote
from Mohandas Gandhi: “The best way to find your-
self is to lose yourself in the service of others.”

Spur is the third woman to lead the Alexandria
club, following Katherine Morrison in 1999 and
Loretta Sebastian Willis in 2003.

Rotary Installs New President, Board
Outgoing
Alexandria
Rotary
president
Drew Carroll,
left, turns
over the
gavel to
Gayle Spur at
the chapter
meeting July
13 at Belle
Haven
Country Club.
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Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.
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People

Seminary Valley
Just back from a great trip to Athens and

Mykonos with the whole family and my sis-
ter Elisa (who hails from Edgewood, N.M.)
in a pre-celebration of a birthday that ends
with a “0”.  If you are still looking to plan
an overseas vacation, we can’t recommend
Greece enough. We really were not affected
by demonstrations or strikes and pretty
much had the new Acropolis Museum to
ourselves. Don’t let the news reports deter
you. We had a lovely time!

The pool in Mykonos was almost as nice
as our own Dowden Terrace pool right here
in Alexandria. We celebrated the 4th there
and watched a lovely (if brief) parade of

patriotic youth march down an adjacent
street. One memorable entry included
Misses Kaylee Zack and Tori and Katherine
Atkinson drenched in red, white and blue
body paint.

A big congratulations to neighbor
Stephanie Clayton, who received Scholar-
ship Fund of Alexandria’s annual Patron
Saint Award for her many years of exem-
plary service as a member of the SFA’s Board
of Trustees and as Chair of the SFA’s Spring
Gala.  A 1985 graduate of T.C. Williams
High School, Stephanie has raised untold
thousands of dollars for T.C. seniors need-
ing some financial assistance while they
pursue their post-high school education.

Stephanie and her dog, Eddie are a fixture
in our neighborhood; you can usually catch
them on an early morning walk.

And a well-deserved shout-out to the Cox
sisters, Abby and Colleen, who have bro-
ken some Dowden Terrace swim team
records early in the summer swim season.
Colleen demolished the record in the 11-
12 50-meter freestyle race, and Abby erased
the record in the 15-18 Girls’ Individual
100-meter medley.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for
Aug. 9 for one of our neighborhood’s sig-
nature gatherings. The Neighborhood Night
Out will take place at 6:30 p.m. at Polk El-
ementary School. This is a great way to

enhance awareness of neighborhood crime
and also catch up with your neighbors. See
you there!

If your vacation is over and you are look-
ing for a local diversion, look no further
than Green Springs Garden Park on Little
River Turnpike. The park, which is also a
historical site, offers numerous programs to
children and adults. July and August fea-
ture chocolate, tea and fruit tastings and
garden strolls and tea. Tours of the historic
home are also available. Call 703-941-7487
for more information. Fees and reservations
are required for some events.

— Mia Jones

Neighborhood

T
he Alexandria Harmonizers and Miss
America joined forces to lead Fourth of
July ceremonies at Independence Hall in
Philadelphia.  With a statue of Thomas

Jefferson and a large replica of the Declaration of
Independence as backdrop, Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia were joined once again in a full-voice Celebra-
tion of Freedom.

Miss America 2010, Caressa Cameron, of
Fredericksburg, Virginia, a former Miss Virginia and
Miss Arlington, performed the National Anthem.  The
Alexandria Harmonizers, fresh from their 5th place
win at the International Chorus Contest of the Bar-
bershop Harmony Society, sang “The Stars and
Stripes Forever” to begin the day’s televised festivi-
ties that featured dignitaries, military units, and
youth performers.  The popular Independence Day
parade followed, winding through Philadelphia’s his-
toric district.

Under Master Director Joe Cerutti, the 100-man

Alexandria Harmonizers Chorus won their bronze
medal in competition among 27 groups from the
United States, Canada, and Great Britain.

With a total of 16 international contest medals in-
cluding four gold medals, the Harmonizers have
taken the name of Alexandria beyond the city limits
in landmark performances in the Nation’s Capital,
Carnegie Hall, Disneyland, and Canada, on the
Internet, and in television broadcasts for the Kennedy
Center Honors, Wolf Trap Galas, and America’s Got
Talent.

Chartered in 1948, the Alexandria, Virginia Chap-
ter of the Barbershop Harmony Society (SPEBSQSA,
Inc) is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization supported
in part by the City of Alexandria Department of Rec-
reation, Parks, and Cultural Activities and by the Al-
exandria Commission for the Arts.

For more information, visit the online web site
www.harmonizers.org.

The Alexandria Harmonizers performed at Independence Hall in Philadelphia.

Alexandria Harmonizers Sing
In Philadelphia for Fourth of July

Linda A. Friedrich, age 58,
died on July 19, 2010 in
Worcester, Mass. Ms. Friedrich
was deeply involved in local
and national foster care orga-
nizations, and was a past presi-
dent of Virginia Foster Care as
well as a past vice president of
Virginia Day Care.

She was born in New London,
Conn. to the late Alfred and Flo-
rence Friedrich, and lived in sev-
eral states before becoming a
longtime resident of Alexandria.
She is survived by her daughter
Amy Friedrich Serr, son-in-law
David Serr, and grandchildren
Desire, Noah, and Elijah, all of
Worcester, Mass.; her sisters
Ellen (Romeo) Doria of Oxnard,

Calif., Paula Friedrich of Alex-
andria, and Cindy (Alvin)
Glatkowski of Duck, N.C.; uncle
Harry (Dean) Friedrich of
Rickman, Tenn.; and a host of
other relatives and friends.

Memorial contributions to
foster care and adoption orga-
nizations are encouraged. Ser-
vices will be on Friday, July 23,
at Mercandante Funeral Home,
370 Plantation Street, Worces-
ter, Mass.

Obituaries

Josephine “Jo” Dearborn died
in London on Dec. 1, 2009. She
had moved there to be with her
daughter after living in Alexan-
dria for over 50 years. She was
born in San Diego, Calif., but
spent most of her life on the
east coast. Jo attended Friends
Select School in Philadelphia
for high school. For one year she
went to the University of Ari-
zona where she became a
Kappa, but she transferred to
Smith College where she re-
ceived her degree in Political
Science. Jo married Carroll ‘Cal’
Dearborn in 1946 and they
moved to Virginia shortly after-
wards. She worked as a buyer
at Garfinkels in Washington and
for Acacia Life Insurance until
her daughter was born. In 1966
she went to work for the Library
at Virginia Theological Semi-
nary. They offered to send her
to Library School at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, she accepted,
and on completing the degree,
became the full time cataloguer
for the Library. She oversaw the
change from card index system
to computer during her time
there, a career of 28 years.

Jo was very active at

Immanuel Church on the Hill
where for a time she was presi-
dent of the Women of the
Church and a member of the
Vestry. She was also president
for a time of the Northern Vir-
ginia Kappas. She enjoyed sew-
ing and painting and was a de-
voted mother and grandmother.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter Victoria Dearborn, son-in-
law David Forster, granddaugh-
ter Josephine Forster and her
beloved dog, Jasper.

There will be Memorial Ser-
vice for Jo at 3 p.m. on July 29
at the Seminary Chapel, Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary, Al-
exandria.

Josephine ‘Jo’ Dearborn

Linda A. Friedrich
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By David Siegel

The Gazette

S
wirled with a rich amount of sweet-
ness covering an acid base, sourness
is blended away into a good natured,

high-spirits Little Theatre of Alexandria re-
vival of the Stephen Sondheim musical,
“Company.”  Don’t fear, Sondheim’s music
and lyrics have lost none of their bite and
the George Furth book still presents mar-
riage as a rough plod.

Fashioned by director Joanna Henry,
“Company” is an evening not unlike the
recent capping of the BP oil gusher; good
news after so many struggles. Henry’s con-
cept is without gimmicks or highly abstract
theatrically. She finds the positive and em-
phasizes the cute to soften the sharper edges
of these city-dwelling neurotic characters
by casting actors with excellent singing
skills, good comedic timing and a comfort-
able manner.

The musical is built around a sequence
of scenes depicting the bumpy, non-roman-
tic parts of marriage through the eyes of
Robert, a 35-year-old bachelor. The scene
is set as Robert is about to be celebrated
with a surprise birthday party given by five
affluent couples, who are his best friends.
He also considers the prospects of commit-
ment to any of his three current, very dif-
ferent girlfriends.

Edgy sharpness of “Company” is most
compelling with the standout performance
of Karen Jadlos Shotts an acerbic grumbler;
a woman of a certain age who can arch an
eyebrow and sling verbal taunts with the
highest accuracy.  Whether within the en-
semble or solo, the attention gravitates to
her; her expressions of disdain, her “I’ve
seen it all” gestures give Shotts a mesmer-
izing energy. She nails the anthem “The
Ladies Who Lunch,” about the foibles of
women with a scolding, worn voice; a drink
in hand splashing about.

A first-rate singing performance by Patrick
McMahan as Robert centers the evening.
McMahan presents a handsome easy charm
giving a reason for others to care about him
and want to find him a wife. Yet when he
delivers several of his solos standing center
stage, more non-verbal clues would be ef-

Good ‘Company’ at Theatre

From left: Ronnie Hardcastle, Karen Jadlos Shotts, and Patrick McMahan
star in “Company.”

fective to show deeper emotions whether
for caustic themes or the longing for love
(“Someone is Waiting” and “Marry Me A
Little”).  When he has second doubts about
his stewardess girlfriend staying over rather
than flying out, this reviewer wanted to hug
the poor girl and shoe him away.

There are joyous musical highlights
through out the production; the delightful
work of Corinne Baker, Christina Matula
and Maureen Reed in an Andrews Sister’s
type rendition of “You Could Drive A Per-
son Crazy” with its cloying adorableness.
Sara Jane Lilley’s melt-down as a bride on
her wedding day performing (I’m Not) “Get-
ting Married Today” is a combustible treat
as she builds energy wending her way
through tongue-tying lyrics about her fears
of marriage.  The ensemble does nicely-
tuned, well-timed, full throated versions of
production numbers; “Side by Side by Side”
and “Being Alive” with its poignant, “I’ll al-
ways be there, as frightened as you to help
us survive.”

With a well-calibrated orchestra under the
musical direction of Christopher A.
Tomasino, the unseen orchestra of key-
boards, reeds, horns, bass and percussion
is on its marks blending together with the

actors to present a rich musical evening.
Choreography by Kay Casstevens while
simple was effective. The women gave off
easy fun in their gyrations; the men often
appeared uncomfortable.

The set (MYKE) with Ken and Patti
Crowley’s lighting provide a whiff of the
urban with scenes isolated in various areas
of the stage. The city location is depicted
by projections of black and white skyscrap-
ers within two large frames at disorienting
angles at the rear of the set.

“Company” first opened in New York in
April 1970 winning six Tony Awards includ-
ing Best Musical. In May 2002 it was part
of The Kennedy Center’s production of
Sondheim musicals. A 2006 New York pro-
duction won the Tony for Best Revival of a
Musical.

Where and When
Little Theatre of Alexandria production

of “Company” continues through Aug. 7 at
600 Wolfe Street, Alexandria. Performances
are Wednesday-Saturday at 8 p.m.; Sunday
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $19-$22. Call 703-683-
0496 or log on to www.thelittletheatre.com.

The fourth annual Alexandria Film
Festival, scheduled for Nov. 4-7, is
soliciting entries from U.S. and inter-
national filmmakers. Three cash
prizes will be awarded to top films at
the Festival: Best of Show ($500),
Jury Prize ($300) and Audience
Award ($200). Accepted film genres
include narrative features, documen-
taries, shorts, and animation.  Dead-
lines for entries are: Regular Dead-
line: Aug. 1; and Late Deadline: Aug.
15. Regular fees are $35 for feature-
length films and $25 for shorts. Dis-
counts are available for those who
enter by the Early Bird Deadline; late
fees apply to those who enter by the
Late Deadline.

The Film Festival will again partner
with Withoutabox, the film industry’s
premiere online service platform, to
accept online film submissions. To
submit films online, visit
www.withoutabox.com/login/7816.
All online submissions will receive an
entry fee discount.

This year’s Festival is led by Pat Miller,
Chair of the Alexandria Commission for
the Arts. “Last year’s Festival attracted
158 film submissions from 14 coun-
tries,” said Miller. “This year, we will be
involving a larger panel of judges to
include previous attendees, film enthu-
siasts, filmmakers and film and video
professionals. Not only will this provide
us with critical input, it will broaden
our support base.”

The Alexandria Film Festival is
sponsored by the Alexandria Commis-
sion for the Arts and the Office of the
Arts.  For more information or to ob-
tain entry forms and submission
guidelines, visit
www.alexandriafilm.org. For addi-
tional information, call the Alexandria
Commission for the Arts at 703-746-
5588 or aca@alexandriava.gov.

The City of Alexandria is commit-
ted to compliance with the City’s Hu-
man Rights Code and the Americans
with Disabilities Act. To request a rea-
sonable accommodation, call the Al-
exandria Commission for the Arts at
703-746-5588 (TTY 703-838-4902).

Alexandria Film
Fest Seeks Entries

McLoone’s Pier House Opens at National  Harbor Place
McLoone’s Pier House at National Harbor has

opened for business. Located in the National Har-
bor Plaza, the menu includes warm Lobster Roll,
Kingston Grilled Wings, Crispy Calamari, Sunset
Salmon, Pistachio Encrusted Halibut as well as
zesty salads, a raw bar, comfort foods, and a se-
lection of grill items.

While designing McLoone’s Pier House, Tim
McLoone, founder and president of McLoone’s
Restaurants, expressed his desire to take full ad-
vantage of the water view that this property of-
fered. With a Sunset Countdown Clock promi-
nently displayed over the bar, each night they take
a moment to celebrate this ritual. Mcloone’s Pier
House is open seven days a week for lunch and
dinner with weekend entertainment at the Piano
Bar.  It is located at 141 National Harbor Plaza,
Building E, in National Harbor, Md.  Reservations
can be made by calling 301-839-0815.
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I-Scream The Wanderer remembers that

just yesterday the ground resembled a huge snow cone.

Now, in only a few short months, the pavement is

sizzling HOT and The Wanderer is darting from shade to

shade screaming for relief. He has found it in the form of

freezing cold, delicious, ice cream.

Invented, he believes, in Alexandria.

BEN & JERRY’S B
New owner Karen Morse—

serving the same great flavors.

Very fun … follow the bubbles!

103 S. Union Street,

703-535-5485

benjerry.com

E ARTFULLY CHOCOLATE

Gifford’s Peppermint Stick and

Black Raspberry ice cream…

not to be missed! Ask about their

ongoing sundae bar.

2003A Mt Vernon Avenue,

703-635-7917.

www.thecocoagallery.com

COLD STONE H
CREAMERY

Smoothies, cakes and

shakes—starting with the

highest quality ingredi-

ents and ending with the

signature process for

mixing custom creations

using a frozen granite

stone slab.

329 Swamp Fox Road,

703-329-4066.

www.coldstonecreamery.com

C POPS OLD

FASHION ICE CREAM

Adorable, old-fashioned

ice-cream shop with lots

of sundae options.

109 King Street, 703-

518-5374.

D THE DAIRY GODMOTHER

Frozen custard and nostalgic treats good enough to tempt Prez Obama to

venture to Del Ray with his daughters. Ask about the new Fancy Pops

(toasted coconut, lemon basil, hibiscus).

2310 Mount Vernon Avenue, 703-683-7767. thedairygodmother.com

A THE CREAMERY

Formerly The Scoop, making homemade

ice cream for 25 years. 200 recipes and

newly added real frozen custard.

110 King Street, 703-549-4527.

F PIZZAIOLO

The pizza is one thing….the GELATO is

what we want this trip. Like being in

Italy on a splendid summer day.

1623 Fern Street, 703-717-9324.

www.cafepizzaiolo.com

G BASKIN ROBBINS

Relatively new management

makes the same great ice

cream even better!

And don’t forget about the

ice cream cakes.

1701 Center Plaza

(in the Fairlington Shopping

Center) 703-998-4177.

baskinrobbins.com

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

Photos by Louise Krafft
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Alexandria $849,000
Classic contem-
porary in sought-
after Wilton
Woods. 4 levels,
4 bedrooms, 2.5
baths. 3,800+ sq.
ft., fully reno-
vated, stunning
kitchen & baths.
2-car garage. Set on
1/2 acre in cul-de-
sac! 3810 Fort Hill
Dr., Alexandria.

Dane Work • Remax 100
703-869-4567
www.danework.com
www.2HDB.com/daneworkagent
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The Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Association is hosting a
fundraising ‘rambling garden
party’ at its headquarters, The Ath-
enaeum, in Old Town Alexandria,
on Aug. 1 from 4 to 6 p.m. The
event will take place in the historic
Athenaeum and its walled court-
yard as well as the two adjoining
historic properties — the house
and garden of 207 Prince Street
and the garden of 119 S. Lee Street
— which are seldom open to the
public.

Staged throughout the locations
of the party will be performances
by well-known local musicians
ranging from the contemporary
roots of Dulcie Taylor to the jazz/
rock/blues of Sol. The performers,
all members of the Songwriters’
Association of Washington, are
donating their talents to the fund-
raising event of the Athenaeum.
Many of the performers have par-
ticipated in the Athenaeum’s Sec-
ond Thursday Music concert se-
ries.

The funds raised through this
event will support the arts exhibi-
tions, performances and other pro-
grams in the Athenaeum gallery as
well as the preservation and main-
tenance of the historic building.

Admission to the rambling gar-
den party is $100 per person. More
information is available at
www.nvfaa.org or by calling 703-
548-0035.

The Athenaeum Gallery is lo-
cated at 201 Prince Street. It is
open Thursday, Friday and Sunday
from noon to 4 p.m., and on Sat-
urdays from 1 to 4 p.m.

Dulcie TaylorSol

Bob Gramann

Carol Gaylord & Bruce
Katsu

Entertainment

Rambling Garden Party at
The Athenaeum on Aug. 1

Q: What will the garden party be
raising funds for?

A:  Most people refer to us as The Ath-
enaeum because we’re a beautiful Greek
revival building; we have an art gallery.
We are the Northern Virginia Fine Arts As-
sociation. Our mission is to preserve the
building. It’s historically significant; we
are totally privately funded; we are one of
the few historic buildings open to the pub-
lic not supported by public funds. The
funds will help keep The Athenaeum in
great shape and support the arts events in
the building.

Q: What advantages or special
features does holding the party at
the Athenaeum offer?

A:  The Athenaeum is open to public, so
people can come anytime. This party is
also going to be held in our building and
courtyard, plus an incredibly beautiful
historic house next door at 207 Prince
Street, owned by Patricia Montague; it’s
a significant house seldom opened to the
public. The party will be in their garden
and house; behind that house there will
be a party on the garden of that property.
You can go in these spectacular, seldom

For further information or ques-
tions, contact Twig Murray
(twig@twigweb.com) at the Ath-
enaeum, 703-548-0035 or visit
www.nvfaa.org.

Q&A With Twig Murray

open to the public private properties …
Seven performers doing wonderful perfor-
mances throughout the party, in different
places, in the Athenaeum and balconies
overlooking the gardens. Everyone who
comes is getting  six or seven different
mini concerts, quite well known and quite
impressive; all performers are donating
their time.

Q: Is there a particular style of
music these performers will have?

A:  A wide variety of styles. Some
people who do contemporary, some who
do country. One guy who’s not only an
accomplished guitarist, is also a guitar
maker who hand-builds guitars, he’s
gonna be on hand with a bunch of his
guitars, not only performing but giving
demonstrations. We’re gonna have jazz,
folk, etc. We’re also having a magician
who will be wandering around perform-
ing magic tricks.

Q: What is the Fine Arts Associa-
tion hoping overall to accomplish
with this party?

A:  One of our missions is to let people
know the Athenaeum is part of the com-

munity, open to the public; people can
rent the building, to increase awareness is
also important. We’re kind of on top of the
world in every regard except financially,
we wanted to buckle down and make a
fabulous party with special things, so
people feel that whatever they pay for
their ticket, they got a lot for their dollar.

Special Thanks to
Founding Media Sponsor

Who would you call a Living
Legend of Alexandria?
Who do you know whose vision and energy has improved
life in Alexandria? Living Legends of Alexandria is seeking
nominations in order to recognize Alexandria’s Living
Legends throughout 2011.

Nomination Categories:
(1) Those who have contributed at least one tangible

improvement to the quality of the city’s life that would likely be
missing without this person’s vision and energy.

(2) Those demonstrating exemplary service to the city over an extended time
(ten years or more)  especially service on Boards, Commissions, Committees or
Service Organizations that improve the quality of life in Alexandria.

Nominees must live or work in Alexandria. Those currently running for or
holding political office are not eligible for consideration. The contributions of City
employees should be beyond the responsibilities of their jobs.

See www.AlexandriaLegends.com or call 703-625-2330 for a nomination form
to explain why you consider this person a Living Legend.  Send your nominations no
later than November 15 to Living Legends, P.O. Box 10485, Alexandria, VA  22310.
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Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Steve Hibbard
at 703-778-9412 with questions.

ONGOING
Children enter a world of fantasy

and fables when costumed
interpreters weave three tales
together during Mount Vernon’s
storytelling session, “Once Upon a
Time at Mount Vernon,” held every
Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m. and 3
p.m.  Storytelling sessions will take
place in the Hands-On History Room
in the Donald W. Reynolds Education
Center.  “Washington Builds a Barn”
is the theme for August’s storytelling
sessions. During the 20-minute
session, children learn Aesop’s fables
and listen to stories about George
Washington’s life!  The storytelling
program is recommended for
children ages three to eight. Parental
supervision is required. “Once Upon
at Time at Mount Vernon” is included
in regular Estate admission: adults,
$15; youth ages 6-11, $7; and
children under 5 are admitted free.

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS
Tea Dances. 1 to 3:15 p.m. Group

class from 1to 1:30 p.m. Ballroom,
Latin and Swing music. $11/person.
At the Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18
Roth Street, 2nd Floor (off Duke
Street), Alexandria. Call 703-751-
8868.

NOW THROUGH AUG. 21
Summer Dance and Fine Art

Program. Saturdays. Cost is $350
for 10, two-hour classes. Students
study dance for one hour followed by
a one-hour fine arts class. For
children ages 3 to 9 divided into
three age groups. Contact Virginia
Britton, Director, The Alexandria
Ballet, at 703-379-8997 or 703-568-
4425 or visit
www.thealexandriaballet.com

NOW THROUGH AUG. 10
Zenergy’s Summer Yoga for Teens.

Tuesdays from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. At
Nativity Lutheran Church, 1300
Collingwood Road, Alexandria. Cost
is $10/class. Drop in anytime. Bring a
yoga mat and water (mats are
available for $10). Contact instructor
Susan Doyle at
zenergy.yoga@cox.net or call 703-
933-1986.

THURSDAY/JULY 22
Djesben. 7-9 p.m. Free. Djesben

includes a trio of multi-
instrumentalists whose diverse
backgrounds guarantee to delight
with a variety of styles: jazz
standards, bebop and bossa nova, as
well as original tunes influenced by
music from around the globe. At
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St. Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4565, www.torpedofactory.org.

SummerQuest Dance Party. 11 a.m.
Free. Put on your dancing feet and
come ready for ribbons, rhythm
shakers and lots of fun. This free
event is open to children ages 2 and
up. At Barrett Branch Library, 717
Queen Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
746-1703.

FRIDAY/JULY 23
Janine Wilson Band (Roots/Rock).

7:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Wammie Award
winning roots/rock vocalist Janine
Wilson sings “impassioned vocals
that, while powerful, never over-
power the songs.”  Wilson weaves
tales of love, heartache and more
than a little mischief. At Grist Mill

Park, 4710 Mt. Vernon Memorial
Hwy., Alexandria. Call 703-324-
SHOW (7469). Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

SATURDAY/JULY 24
Soldier-Led Walking Tours. 10 a.m.

and 2 p.m. Free. A Union Civil War
soldier will give guided tours. Visitors
will learn about Fort Ward’s
construction and a soldier’s life in the
Defenses of Washington as they
explore the Officers’ Hut, the
preserved walls of the fort, and the
restored Northwest Bastion during
the 90-minute tour. At Fort Ward,
4301 West Braddock Road,
Alexandria. Call Fort Ward Museum
at 703-746-4848 or visit
www.fortward.org.

SUNDAY JULY 25
“Wag and Wash.” 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Charity Dog Wash to support the
American Red Cross of the National
Capital Region. Bring your well-
trained dirty dogs for a personalized
wash, rinse and towel dry. Proceeds
go to the programs and services of
the American Red Cross. $15
suggested donation.  Hosted by Your
Dog’s Best Friends, 2000-A Jefferson
Davis Highway (US Route 1) in
Alexandria. Call 703-549-8300 or
infoalexandria@usa.redcross.org.

Main Street Community Band. 7:00
to 8 p.m. Free. A concert in Ft. Hunt
Park, six miles south of Old Town
Alexandria on the GW Parkway, 703-
289-2550 or www.nps.gov/gwmp
and go to “News and Fun Things to
Do.”

Summer Chamber Music Series. 3
p.m. Free. French hornist Jay
Chadwick and friends. At the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington Street,
Alexandria.

Sweet Summer Music Tea
Program. 1-3 p.m. $27. Enjoy sweet
summer music as you sip tea. Local
musician Jody Marshall will delight
you with the unique, mellow notes of
the hammered dulcimer. Ms.
Marshall will play and tell us the
story of this traditional stringed
instrument that has traveled the
world and goes back to early
America. A full English tea is
included in this program. At Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring

Road, Alexandria. Call 703-
941-7987 to register. Visit
www.greenspring.org.
Burlesque-A-Pades. 7:30
p.m. $29.50. Burlesque-A-
Pades brings together a
collection of the nation’s
most in-demand burlesque
performers for a glittering
and intimate one-night-only
affair. At The Birchmere,
3701 Mt. Vernon Ave,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-
7500 or visit
www.birchmere.com.
Open Studio. 1-5 p.m.
The studio artists at
Convergence will host an
Open Studio. More than
eight artists in residence
welcome the public to their
studios for the day. Original
pieces will be for sale for
$100 or less. At the Lab at
Convergence, 1819 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria
(across Crestwood Drive
from the Gallery at
Convergence.)

JULY 26-30
Alexandria Debate
Camp. Daily 3 to 5 p.m.
Geared toward students
ages 11-14 (rising 6th, 7th,
8th and 9th graders). Taught
by Elizabeth Denning,
founder and director, a
rising senior at TJHSST. To

be held at Sherwood Regional
Library, Conference Room #1, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria. To
register, email:
debatelife@ymail.com.

JULY 27-29
Lyceum’s History Camp for Kids.

For children ages 5-7. Clio’s Kids
mini-camp introduces children to
American history and life in historic
Alexandria through artifacts,
storytelling, singing, crafts, old-
fashioned games, and visits to nearby
historic places.  Clio’s Kids runs from
9 a.m. to noon. At The Lyceum, 201
South Washington Street. Cost is
$105, which includes snacks and
souvenirs, and advance registration is
required. To register, call 703-746-
4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 28
Learn to Dance Salsa. 7 p.m.

Ballroom and Latin dance lessons for
beginners. No partner necessary. Six-
week course is $75/person; drop-in is
$14. At Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18
Roth Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
751-8868 or visit
www.dancelioudmila.com.

Writer Misha Crews. 7:30 p.m. Will
discuss her book, “Homesong.”
Hosted by the Friends of Duncan
Library. At Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-746-1705 or visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Book Discussion. 6-7:30 p.m. $12. .
Expand your gardening knowledge in
a friendly, social setting. Join us at
Green Spring to discuss, The
Gardener’s Year by Karel Capek.
Books will be available at Green
Spring Gardens at time of
registration. Pre-registration
required, book included. At Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road, Alexandria.  Call 703-642-
5173 to register. Visit
www.greenspring.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 29
18th Century Dance Class. 7:30 to

9:30 p.m. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen’s time — danced by Elizabeth
Bennet and Mr. Darcy.  Cost is $30/
series or $12/class. Singles or
couples are welcome. At Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal
Street, Alexandria. Reservations are

requested and can be made by calling
703-746-4242.

The Full Cup Girl’s Night Out
Women’s Health Event. 6 to 8
p.m. Free. Featuring Dr. Marla
Gebaide from Centreville
Chiropractic Center who will a
discussion on women’s health that tie
into wearing the proper fitting bra.
At 218 N. Lee Street, Suite 206, Old
Town Alexandria. RSVP to
lindsey@thefullcup.com. Space is
limited. Visit  www.thefullcup.com.

Reverie Jazz Trio. 7-9 p.m. Free. The
Reverie Jazz Trio will perform early
jazz standards and forgotten favorites
in a style reminiscent of a bygone era
while bringing back the great
melodies and emotion exemplified by
the great jazz and blues music of the
1930’s, 1940’s and early 1950’s. At
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St. Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4565, www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/JULY 30
The Reunion Music Society Jazz

Orchestra. 7:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Led
by NOVA’s Professor of Jazz Studies
Herb Smith, this orchestra will be
performing selections from jazz
notables such as Duke Ellington,
Charlie Bird and Miles Davis along
with songs from Broadway shows. At
Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mt. Vernon
Memorial Hwy., Alexandria. Call
703-324-SHOW (7469). Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

SATURDAY/JULY 31
How to Use Herbs. 11 a.m. and 1

p.m. Fee is $5/per workshop;
advance registration required. At Lee-

Fendall House Museum & Garden.
Visit www.leefendallhouse.org.

National Dance Day. 5 p.m. Wear
Red, White, and Blue to honor our
nation, with hopes of bringing
awareness to the community of how
important fitness and dance can be.
At Market Square in Old Town
Alexandria.

SUNDAY, AUG. 1
Harmony Heritage Singers. 7 to 8

p.m. Free.  Women’s four-part
harmony show chorus performs in Ft.
Hunt Park, six miles south of Old
Town Alexandria on the GW
Parkway, 703-289-2550 or
www.nps.gov/gwmp and go to
“News and Fun Things to do.”

Summer Chamber Music Series. 3
p.m. Free. Master class for young
musicians 18 years old and under
with violinist Elisabeth Adkins and
pianist Edward Newman. At the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington Street,
Alexandria.

Potomac Harmony Chorus. 7 to 8
p.m. Free. A concert  in Ft. Hunt
Park, six miles south of Old Town
Alexandria on the GW Parkway, 703-
289-2550 or www.nps.gov/gwmp
and go to “News and Fun Things to
do.”

TUESDAY/AUG. 3
National Night Out — America’s

Night Out Against Crime. 6 to 8 p.m.
Crime Prevention Program. Live
Music. Light refreshments. Model
apartments will be available to tour.
At the Hermitage, 5000 Fairbanks
Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-797-3815
to reserve a seat.

SATURDAY/JULY 24
Bebe and Cece Winans Concert. 7 p.m. tickets

are $5 to $68. Live on the Plateau at National
Harbor, a 4,500 seat outdoor concert venue,
National Harbor, Md. For tickets, visit
www.etix.com or call 800-514-3849.

SATURDAY/JULY 31
The Kane Sisters. 8 p.m. The Irish Fiddlers with Edel Fox. Liz and Yvonne Kane,

who play Sligo style fiddle, are releasing a new CD. At The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Tickets are $20/advance, $23/door. Visit
www.sunspotpro.com or call 1-800-404-9049.
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Summer Specials

Cold Soup Trio
Cold Salmon Platter

Dover Sole
Frog Legs

Rack of Lamb

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
www.trattoriadafranco.com

Reserve now for

Opera
Night

July 25
Dinner & Wine

Included
Gift Certificates

Available

Opera Night
Come join us for Opera Night at Trattoria da
Franco. Dine on a traditional Italian meal while
enjoying live opera performances featuring
selections from Verdi, Beethoven, Leoncavello,
Puccini, Bizet & Strauss. Your evening will include
dinner, wine and an opportunity to met the artists.
Mark your calendar for the last Sunday of every
month. Call for reservations.

Live Opera…
Every Month

A crowd at The Potomack
Company’s June auction wit-
nessed spirited bidding for paint-
ings, classic toys and furniture as
well as a vintage Chinese silk robe
that sold for $14,100.

Elizabeth Haynie Wainstein,
president of the Alexandria, auc-
tion company, said the large turn-
out of bidders in the gallery and
on the Internet resulted in robust
sales of American and European
paintings.

 “The paintings did well,” said
Wainstein, “and we are seeing the
Asian textile market showing very
strong results right now.”

Two paintings by British artist
John Frederick Herring (1795-
1865) sold for $21,150 and
$18,800, and an early 19th cen-
tury Italian secretary bookcase
brought $16,450. “The Plains” by
artist Ralph Waldo Emerson
Meyers (American 1885-1948), an
oil painting originally purchased
by the family that sold it, went for
$10,575.

A highlight of the sale was a
Chinese embroidered dignitary’s
summer robe that far exceeded its
estimate after vigorous bidding.
The robe, purchased by the seller’s
parents during a trip to the Orient
in the early 20th century and care-
fully preserved by the family for
years, sold for much more than the
very pleased seller anticipated.

 “The Asian textile market is su-
per hot right now, particularly the

Asian Textile Big Seller at Auction

Chinese market,” said The
Potomack Company’s Asian and
decorative arts specialist Pamela
Cole. “I really feel this is especially
true in the Washington area be-
cause of the international influ-
ence here, and right now the Chi-
nese are interested in buying back
their patrimony.

 “There are probably lots of Asian
textiles that are undiscovered due
to the diplomatic community who
traveled abroad and collected sou-
venirs or bought items to give as
gifts, and some people probably
own gems in their closets without
realizing what they have.”

Cole said that in addition to
robes, other Asian textiles of value
are altar cloths, skirts, jackets,
sleeve panels (framed or un-

framed) and anything that appears
to have an imperial association.

Following the Asian arts theme,
The Potomack Company’s Septem-
ber catalogue auction will feature
important Japanese and Chinese
works of art.  The gallery is ac-
tively seeking Asian textiles for its
September auction. In addition to
selling by auction, The Potomack
Company offers private sales, re-
cently selling a diamond ring pri-
vately for $82,000.

The Potomack Company is a fine
arts and antique auction gallery lo-
cated at 526 North Fayette Street in
Old Town Alexandria. For informa-
tion on unsold lots from the previ-
ous auction or to consign for future
auctions, visit www.potomack
company.com or call 703-684-4550.

This vintage Chinese silk robe that sold for $14,100.

Entertainment

 “The Asian textile
market is super hot
right now,
particularly the
Chinese market.”

— Pamela Cole, The
Potomack Company’s Asian

and decorative arts specialist
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Paradise OT, LLC trading as Pizzeria 

Paradiso, 124 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
The above establishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine & Beer on 
and off premises/mixed beverage restaurant 

(101-150) license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Ruth L. Gresser, Manager, 

Paradise OT LLC

ABC LICENSE
Samuel Ford, Inc. trading as Rocklands 

Barbeque and Grilling Company, 25 S. Quaker 
Ln, Alexandria, VA 22314. The above establish-

ment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for a Mixed Beverage Caterer 
Limited license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. John B. Snedden, President

Legal Notices

People

A
fter relocating to Old Town Al-
exandria three months ago, art-
ist Leisa Collins, noticed a lack
of young people involved in the

historic and restoration movement and de-
cided to do something about it.

Recently she held the first of a series of
free art workshops entitled “Bringing His-
tory Alive Through Art” where she helped
a team of children to paint their first house
portrait of an Old Town historic building.

Collins herself specializes in historic Old
Town and has now painted 30 homes or
hidden garden originals as part of her se-
ries: “The Faces and Homes of Historic Old
Town Alexandria – Connecting the Past with
the Present.”

The seven children participating are 8 –
12-year-old students of Chesapeake Acad-
emy in Springfield and the workshop is a
field trip that is part of their summer ac-
tivities. The children first learned histori-
cal tidbits about buildings in the 100 block
of N. Alfred Street. Then, under the super-
vision of Collins, they set about creating
their own painting of a selected building.

“Each child not only walked away with a
piece of art they are proud of,” said Collins,
“but they also gained a greater apprecia-
tion of the architecture of the past and got
to see how it relates to the present.” All
completed art will now be exhibited on an
online gallery for children that Collins cre-

ated to give a forum to youth to display their
works.

A native of New Zealand, Collins took up
her paintbrush and full-time art career eight
months ago after two decades of activities
that took her to the four corners of the
globe. In that time she and her husband
traveled a total of 25,000 road miles first
across the U.S. and then all over New
Zealand searching for the perfect place to
live. They stumbled across Old Town after
taking a wrong turn on Duke and ending
up at the Potomac end of King Street and
decided to make it their home.

Bringing History Alive
Through Art

Students who were part of the Chesapeake Academy art field trip stand
in front of the buildings they painted with their completed paintings.
From left: Charlay Timms, Alise Timms, Kenneth St. Thomas, Kurtis St.
Thomas (in front), Thema Jackson, Ian Marburger and Jessica Edwards.

Details
For more information about upcoming “Bringing

History Alive Through Art” workshops for youth,
contact Leisa Collins at leisa@leisacollins.com,
703-598-7360 or www.leisacollins.com.

Jessica Edwards shows her work.

The Gazette Packet hosted the United Way of
the National Capital Area at Monday night’s

Alexandria Aces game as UWNCA bid farewell to Del. David Englin
and welcomed Councilman Frank Fannon as Campaign Chair for the
Alexandria Regional Council. Enjoying the Aces game are, from left,
Brandi  Lester, Elizabeth  Owens, Fannon, Englin, Kimberly Tate and
Jane Hughes. The Aces lost 3-0 to the Baltimore Redbirds.
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Off to the Aces

Summer Baseball
The city opened its summer camp programs as children play baseball at
Ben Brenman Park on June 25.

Photo by LaShawn Avery/Gazette Packet

Send announcements to the Alexandria Gazette
Packet, by e-mail to gazette@connectionnewspaper
s.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Photos are encouraged. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

Claire Niemann, a rising se-
nior at Saint Stephens Saint
Agnes School in Alexandria, was
one of 45 students from high
schools in Virginia chosen to at-
tend the Governor’s Latin
Academy sponsored by the Vir-

ginia Department of Education and Virginia Com-
monwealth University. The Governor’s School
provides an opportunity for outstanding students
to continue their study in a unique environment.
Students were selected for this program through a
statewide exam and teacher recommendations.

The T.C. Williams classes of 1970 through
1979 are organizing an alumni reunion picnic/
cookout, “Mighty Titans of the 70s.” It will be held
Saturday, Aug. 14 at 10 a.m. at Castle Park in Fort
Belvoir. Respond on the link

http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/
event.php?eid=126497370694934.

School Notes

Find us on Facebook and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/connectionnewspapers

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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From Page 5

People

New York, the fashion of Paris
and the heat of L.A..”

While exploring the city, Rocha
worked with UNHRC, The UN ref-
uge agency. Each day she sorted
through dozens and dozens of case
files. “Each and every file is
someone’s life.”

The job could be draining. “Af-
ter eight hours of reading files, it
would just be [emotionally]
heavy,” she said. Sometimes Rocha
was forced to tell individuals they
could not be granted refugee sta-
tus even though they might have
risked their lives to reach Israel.

After reading hundreds of files,
Rocha decided she wanted to ex-
perience life through the eyes of a
refugee. Since many refugees
travel through the Sinai Desert to
reach Israel, Rocha went to Dahab,
Egypt, a city near the desert, for
two weeks.

Rocha’s jaw dropped when she
drove through the Sinai Desert.
The weather was over 100 de-
grees. The city of Dahab, however,
was beautiful. Still, something was
missing. “One of the things I said
was, ‘where are the women?’”

Many women in Dahab remain
hidden indoors. Rocha’s guide,
Yassar, invited her to his house for
dinner where she met his sister
Shimaa. “We just really hit it off,”
Rocha said about Shimaa.

AFTER DINNER, Shimaa invited
Rocha to her room along with the
other women of the house. “It was
really special, I got to be included
in an all-woman’s world,” she said.
With no men around, Shimaa re-
moved her head covering and had
fun teaching Rocha how to belly
dance.

Rocha said the people in Dahab
were overwhelmingly friendly and
hospitable. However, she often
thinks about the women and won-

ders, “What if that person had a
choice?”

The stories Rocha covered were
as diverse as Israel itself. She in-
terviewed the mayor of Jerusalem
about the Israeli-Arab conflict. “I
always wanted to go deeper, be-
yond the surface stories,” she said.

Living in Israel gave Rocha in-
sight into the political climate.
“Things are a lot more complex
than the news paints it,” she said.
Rocha said many individuals have
mental lists of the personal wrongs
against them.

However she was struck by the
mindset of young people in Israel.
“They are just so sick and tired of
the conflict,” she said. “People
want peace, but they don’t know
how to get there.”

ROCHA WAS BORN in Campina
Grande, Brazil. She moved to the
U.S. when she was three and trav-
eled back and forth from the two
countries.

Rocha and her two sisters lived
a happy childhood in Brazil and
spent most of their time outdoors.
Her grandma had horses, large
turtles and a parrot that liked to
dance. “I had a lot of freedom,”

Denise Rocha

Rocha: From ‘Tel Aviv’ to Old Town

she said.
Though her family was middle

class, Rocha said, “I saw a lot of
poverty and I always wondered
why do some people do well and
others don’t?”

Moving to the U.S. was difficult.
“Just adjusting to a whole new
world and realizing the other
world was so far away,” she said.
Yet Rocha worked hard. She read
as much as she could and taught
herself what she didn’t under-
stand.

In 2008 Rocha began her own
TV show with Wisconsin Eye Pub-

lic Affairs Network. She covered
stories about civic issue in Wiscon-
sin. “She is exemplary of the great
opportunities America offers,”
Miller said.

Rocha is happy with her move
to the D.C. area. “I think that D.C.
really attracts people who are re-
ally into making a difference,” she
said. Rocha wants to raise aware-
ness on issues such as women’s
rights in foreign countries.

When it’s all over, Rocha said she
might like to own a llama farm
some day. “I’m just quirky like
that,” she laughed.

“They are just so
sick and tired of the
conflict. People
want peace, but
they don’t know
how to get there.”

— Denise Rocha
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith
Community, call Karen

at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-
548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-

4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…
703-548-8000

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-
8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…
703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST
CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...

703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-
4370

CONVERGENCE-A CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-998-6260

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…

703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...

703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-

5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA

CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…

703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….

703 765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN

CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…

201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...

703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…
703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…
703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY

 UNITED METHODIST...
703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST
CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…..703-751-4666

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…
703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...
703-313-6249

OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...
703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

Come Meet Our New Pastor
Listen to her sermons at www.wesleyva.org

From Page 14

seniors to manage “life issues,” which en-
ables them to live in the comfort and safety
of their homes and community. We also like
to work with our clients’ accountants, law-
yers and care managers.

Finally, perhaps our fastest growing ser-
vice is our companion care program. We
assist seniors and their families in finding
trusted and capable companions to provide
in-home care such as cooking, cleaning,
help with dressing and errand running. If

What Senior Services Offers

By McKenya Dilworth-Abdalla

Acting Center Director

Nannie J. Lee Memorial Recreation

Center

T
he Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities’
summer programming is off to
a fantastic beginning. The em-

phasis on American arts has our staff and
youth fully engaged and working hard at
making masterpieces of the projects rang-
ing from Native American dream catchers
to feverishly preparing for ACCT (Alexan-
dria City Community Theatre) Motown
Summer production in August.

Native American Totem Poles are being
created at the Nannie J. Lee Center. Youth
and staff are learning about the totem poles
and their significance within Native Ameri-
can culture.

Here’s a brief history. Totem poles repre-
sent a tribe, clan, family or an individual.
According to Native American oral history
and Legends of America.com, each person
is connected to at least nine different ani-
mals that serve as guidance throughout life.

Let’s take ants as an example. What do
you think of when you think of ants other
than intrusive and irritating? That’s right!
You think of lots of them which means in
Native American culture: group-minded, in-

dustrious and determined.
Learning about totem poles and how we

are connected to animals is yet again a great
lesson to be teaching our youth. As many
of our beautiful animals face the reality of
extinction, it is wise to educate our youth
on the importance of providing safe havens
for such animals.

Even more proactive is educating youth
about their connection with animals and
their responsibility of taking care of them,
so that animals do not come close to ex-
tinction.

IF YOU ARE curious about the animals
that guide you throughout life, come by and
participate in our Native American Totem
Pole Project.

No need to call, just drop by and partici-
pate. We have a list of all the animals in-
cluded in the project and what they repre-
sent. We can also use your hands because
painting and decorating the poles outside
is hard work. Be a boar (which represents
fearlessness) and help us with this project.

Also, if you have old, vintage clothes from
the ‘60s and ‘70s just taking up space in your
house please donate them to our center. We
are preparing for Magical Motown Produc-
tion next month.

Please call 703-746-5533 for more infor-
mation.

Recreation

Native American Totem Poles
Junior League of Northern Virginia

is sponsoring several Back-to-School
Health Fairs in Northern Virginia to
provide access to health care for unin-
sured and underinsured, low income
children in need of physicals and im-
munizations to enter school for the
first time.

A Back-to-School Health Fair, where
volunteers will provide free health
screenings, immunizations, and school
supplies, will be held Saturday, July

24, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., at the Arlandria
Health Center, 2 East Glebe Road.

Call 703-535-5418 for more informa-
tion and advance registration.

The fair is open to uninsured school-
aged children residing in the city of Al-
exandria.

The health center requests that fami-
lies bring immunization records, a
health history and any allergy informa-
tion to their child’s appointment. A par-
ent or guardian must be present.

Arlandia To Host Health Fair

seniors need expanded care, we refer them
or family members to a number of profes-
sional home health care agencies.

SO THAT is our story. The “secret” is out.
How can we help you or a senior you know
and love and care about? To learn more
about us, please call 703-836-4414. If you
would like to volunteer or contribute, we
welcome you. We need to provide services
to our aging population, and with your help;
Senior Services of Alexandria can continue
to do just that.
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Q: Who is your favorite music
artist?

A: Parkway Drive, a rock band from
Australia. I play drums and I like a lot
of rock.

Q: What is your favorite
movie?

A: “Tommy Boy,” with Chris Farley.
Chris Farley just cracks me up. I’ve
probably seen that movie 1,000 times
and it never gets old. You find something
every time you watch it that makes you
smile, makes you laugh.

Q: Your dad was in the Air Force
and is now a UPS pilot, leading
to much relocation for your
family. What has the experience
been like?

A: It’s really humbling in the sense that
you can’t go into a new place and think
everybody’s going to respect you. You’ve
got to try to fit your way in and be kind
to everybody and try to make friends. It
really teaches you how to get along with
just about anybody — anybody from any
walk of life.

Q: How does Alexandria com-
pare to other places that you
have lived?

A: It’s similar to south Florida, in terms
of the diverse culture and the population
and how there’s all kinds of different
people. I like that about it. You run into
people from all different walks of life.
It’s different with this humidity — even
worse than south Florida. It’s unbeliev-
able here.

Q: What do like to do in your
free time?

A: Listen to music, hang out with the
guys and play some Xbox.

— Jon Roetman

5Q
Five questions with
Alexandria Aces
catcher Eric Bainer

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette Packet

A
lexandria Aces pitcher Kyle
Zimmer appeared to be out of a
fourth-inning jam when he in-
duced a two-out groundball

from Youse’s Orioles batter Harry Slade. In-
stead, the seemingly harmless grounder,
which should have ended the inning, turned
into an error and an Orioles run. Two
pitches later, the Orioles, playing with house
money, added a hit and two more runs.

In a matter of moments, the Aces removed
themselves from a 1-all tie in favor of a fa-
miliar situation: trailing despite strong
pitching. Inept offense and defensive blun-
ders had hurt the team all season. And on
July 20, facing the Cal Ripken Collegiate
Baseball League’s first-place Orioles,
Alexandria’s new 4-1 deficit seemed like an
appropriate time for the Aces to fold the
tent and prepare for another loss in a dis-
appointing season.

BUT ON THIS DAY, Alexandria responded
like a playoff team, rather than team 10
games under .500.

The Aces answered with four runs in the
bottom of the fourth to take the lead and
Zimmer’s strong effort on the mound held
up in a 7-6 win over the Orioles at Frank
Mann Field. The victory was the Aces’ first
at home since June 25 and improved their
record to 14-24.

“The guys fight. They’re not going to lie
down,” Alexandria head coach Eric Williams
said. “We told them going into it, it would
be really nice to start spoiling some people’s
afternoons. They
seem to play a differ-
ent ballgame when
we’re playing No. 1,
No. 2 teams for some
reason.”

Alexandria beat
the second-place
Bethesda Big Train
2-1 on July 16. After
Tuesday’s win over
the Orioles, the Aces
were tied for sixth
place in an eight-
team league with the
Southern Maryland
Nationals.

“You know the
standings in the back
of your mind going
into every game,” Alexandria catcher Eric
Bainer said. “Whether you’re playing the Big
Train or [the Orioles], whoever’s on top, you
like to come out there and play up to the
challenge every day.”

Zimmer (San Francisco, sophomore) scat-
tered eight hits and surrendered two earned
runs over six-plus innings. The right hander

struck out six and improved to 3-1 on the
season with a 1.62 ERA.

The Orioles took a 1-0 lead in the third
and threatened to rough Zimmer up for sev-
eral more runs, loading the bases with one
out. But Zimmer worked his way out of the
jam, getting Chad Taylor to ground into a
1-2-3 inning-ending double play. After run-
ning into trouble in the fourth, Zimmer
breezed through the fifth and sixth innings
in a combined 23 pitches. He was pulled
after allowing a leadoff single in the sev-
enth.

The 6-foot-3, 200-pound right-hander
threw 70 of his 106 pitches for strikes and
delivered a first-pitch strike to 17 of 28 bat-
ters faced. Zimmer has not allowed more
than two earned runs in any of his nine out-

ings this season.
“Zimmer’s been

lights out for us all
year,” Williams said.
“He’s kept us in ev-
ery ball game that
he’s been in, and if it
didn’t turn out his
way it’s because we
didn’t give him run
support or we didn’t
give him defense. He
spots the ball well,
he’s got a little zip on
the fastball. He’s got
a nice little slider he
throws every now
and then and he just
throws that [split-
finger] whenever he

wants to. He commands those three pitches
and does real well with them.”

Zimmer, whose fastball reaches 92 mph
but sits usually at 88-89, said his first year
in the CRCBL has been a learning experi-
ence.

“It’s different playing every day,” he said.
“During the school year you’re just playing

on weekends and maybe one midweek
game. It’s really mental playing every day
and trying to stay in it and come to the park
for six hours a day — especially being a

[starting pitcher], not playing every day.
You’ve really just got to try to stay in it, stay
focused and try to take every day to get
better, even when you’re not pitching.”

TRAILING 4-1 in the bottom of the fourth
inning, Alexandria’s Zach Tessier (High
Point, sophomore) led off with a walk. Chris
Murphy (St. Mary’s, junior) followed with
a double and Spencer Branigan (Pennsyl-
vania, sophomore) drove in a run with a
single. Mike Gragilla (High Point, sopho-
more) then chopped an RBI double over the
head of the Orioles first baseman and David
Wood tied the score at 4 with an RBI
groundout. Jared Denham gave Alexandria
the lead for good with a run-scoring single.

Alexandria travels to face Bethesda at
7:30 p.m. on July 22. The Aces’ final home
game is at 7 p.m. on July 24 against the
Herndon Braves.

“We’re still trying to get some points
across to some individuals about different
aspects of hitting the ball and fielding the
ball,” Williams said. “We haven’t stopped
trying to teach them stuff, so we’re still tak-
ing the opportunity to learn them while we
can. It’s a matter of whether they’re taking
the opportunity to listen.”

Alexandria Aces pitcher Kyle Zimmer, seen earlier this season, allowed
two earned runs in a victory against the first-place Youse’s Orioles on
July 20.
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Aces Rally Against First-Place Orioles
Pitcher Zimmer allows two earned
runs over six-plus innings for victory.

“We told them going into
it, it would be really nice
to start spoiling some
people’s afternoons.
They seem to play a
different ballgame when
we’re playing No. 1, No. 2
teams for some reason.”

— Alexandria Aces head coach
Eric Williams
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New Gunston Boys Soccer
Team Forming

A new SFL U16 team will play in the competitive Subur-
ban Friendship League and will be coached by veteran
Gunston coach Bill Boger. Tryouts will be held July 29 and
Aug. 5 at Grist Mill Field No. 4 starting at 6 p.m. Experienced
players born between Aug. 1, 1994, and July 31, 1996, are
encouraged to contact Coach Boger as soon as possible at:º
wboger@aba.com

Area Agencies Sponsor
Senior Olympics

Since 1982, Northern Virginia Departments of Parks and
Recreation and Area Agencies on Aging have been
sponsoringºthe Northern Virginia Senior Olympics. Since that
time, participation has increased to more than 600 senior
athletes competing in more than 25 indoor and outdoor
events ranging from sports to card games to line dancing to
board games. Seniors are eligible to compete if they are 50
years of age by Dec. 31 andºlive in the cities of Alexandria,
Fairfax, Falls Church or the counties of Arlington, Fairfax,
Fauquier, Loudoun or Prince William.

The 2010 NVSO competition will take place Sept. 18-29 at
more than 10 venues throughout Northern Virginia. Events
include track and field, swimming, diving, tennis, table ten-
nis, pickleball, racquetball, golf, miniature golf, bowling, Wii
bowling, eight-ball pool, men’s basketball, men’s and women’s
basketball free throw, frisbee throw, shuffleboard, bunco,
chess, scrabble, cribbage, duplicate bridge, softball hit and

throw, team line dancing and yo-yo tricks. New in 2010 are
bocce and fencing.

Registration forms are available at senior centers, commu-
nity centers and senior residences or by calling 703-228-4721.
Information can also be downloaded at www.nvso.us.º Reg-
istration deadline is Sept. 1. Registration fee is $10, which
includes one event; additional events are $1 each.

Running Club on Sundays
The Mount Vernon Milers running club meets at 8 a.m. on

Sundays. The group usually meets along the Potomac River,
but the exact location is listed in an e-mail sent every Wednes-
day for the coming week. Distances vary but runners can
expect between four and eight miles.

To join the Mount Vernon Milers, send Lee Britton an e-mail
at lbritton7@yahoo.com to be put on the e-mail list.

Indoor Baseball Training
The StrikeZone Academy, an indoor baseball training facil-

ity located in Alexandria, is offering week-long summer
baseball camps for the weeks of July 26, Aug. 16 and 30. Camps
run from 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. Monday through Friday. The target age
group is from 7-11 years old. Extended hours from 1-4 p.m. are
available as well. Cost is $160 per week for the morning ses-
sion and $160 per week for extended hours. All camps are held
indoors in our climate controlled facility, so parents have no
need to worry about security, excessive heat, bugs, or lack of
cold water and restroom facilities. Interested parents can reg-
ister online at www.thestrikezoneacademy.com/clinics, via
telephone at 703-823-0061, or stop by in person at 826 South
Pickett Street, near the intersections of South Pickett and South
Van Dorn Streets.

Pictured are the National League champion Titans of the Alexandria Girls Fastpitch
Softball Program.

Pictured are the
American League
champion Hurricane
of the Alexandria
Girls Fastpitch Soft-
ball Program.

Sports Briefs
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A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Most importantly if your gutter itself has
moved outward or shifted to the point
water and leaves are coming in behind the
gutter, it can rot out the fascia board and
the home could get potential interior water
damage. We will reset the system.

M&O REPAIR
Gutter re-set work

783-843-4792

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

AASSSSIISSTTAANNTT  TTEEAACCHHEERR

Small   mixed-aged   preschool  with 
extended day option in Alexandria VA is 
looking for experienced assistant teacher. 

Responsibilities include implementing 
developmentally appropriate curriculum. 

This is a full-time position, Monday - Friday 
9:00 am -5:00 pm.  Excellent  benefits  

including  insurance  and  paid  holidays. 
Email resume to jobs12@vts.edu

Buyer/Purchasing Agent

Growing Scrap Metal Recycle company 
looking for an outside buyer/purchasing 
agent. Prospective hire MUST have 
clean driving record – be hard working  
driven and honest. Sales experience 
and knowledge of metal recycle industry 
a plus. Willing to train the right individ-
ual. Paid   health    insurance,  monthly 
bonus, paid vacation and company vehi-
cle. Call Mark or Eric – 703.430.3667 0.

Chess Teachers!

Local elementary schools looking for 
part-time after school chess teachers.
See  www.silverknightschess.com for 
more info or to apply.

HOME CLEANING
Earn good money making our customers 
smile.  Mon-Fri, 8:00am-5:00pm.  Must 
have car, license, good driving record, 
car ins.  (703) 536-2347.  (Tysons area)

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Hotel Service Personnel
Seeking to fill the following positions:

• Night Auditor, full and part-time 
• Desk Clerk, evenings/weekends 
• Restaurant Cook/Server

Must be over 21 with valid driver’s license.  
Apply in person at

Comfort Inn of Alexandria
5716 S. Van Dorn St.

Alexandria, VA  22310

Lead Wait Staff-Host
Paul Spring Retirement Community 

One position open for experienced person 
with excellent communication skills and 

strong  dining  room supervision experience.
Full time 11:00 am- 7:00p.m.

• Also seeking, one- pt/one day cook. 
Contact Shantrell Gunn 703-768-0234. 

LIFEGUARDS NEEDED

Alexandria area, AM & PM shifts.
Must be ARC lifeguard certified
and have pool operators license.

Winter work available.
Call VAPS @  571-248-4400
or Email vaps@comcast.net

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 2010 H.S. GRADS

SUMMER WORK!
$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers21 Announcements

Personal Assistant 
& Caregiver,

will manage and provide, for 
your home or health needs. 

certified in nutrition,
massage therapy & CNA 

w 25 yrs exp.
Excellent refs

www.renewme.us
760-672-1654

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

110 Elderly Care

ELDERCARE
Seeking position as Eld-

erCare Provider.  10 + yrs 
exp, excellent refs, liscensed.

540-829-0513

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

“NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST”
We do all repairs!

•Tile •Kitchens •Baths,
•Small Additions,
•Home Improvements
•Grading •Hauling •Clean-up
703-250-1788 or 703-582-1847

email: cehall@cox.net

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
July/Aug Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

GUTTER

GUTTER REPAIRS
NEW GUTTERS

WATER DAMAGE

783-843-4792

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt
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