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Guide
The tower at City Hall overlooking Royal
Street and the Gadsby’s Tavern and Museum.
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Alexandria

Insider

Welcome
This issue of the Gazette

Packet includes our an-
nual Newcomers and

Community Guide, renamed
the Insiders Guide.

Through narrative, listings,
viewpoints and photographs,
we endeavor to capture what it
means to live here, highlights
of places to visit and things to
do, a snapshot of local history,
help finding community re-
sources and tips on adjusting to
living here.

I f  y o u  a r e  n e w  t o  t h e
area, you’ll find resources
and ideas on these pages
a n d  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e ,
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com.
Even some longtime residents
may not have visited
some of the key places
in and nearby their
community.

We offer many more
resources on our
website.

There you will find
the complete commu-
nity guides for each of
our 15 papers, including more
extensive listings than appear in
the newspapers.

You can also access the print
edition of each of our papers
online, showing each page ex-
actly as it appears in the paper,
including cover, photos, display
ads and classified advertising. Go
to ConnectionNewspapers.com,
and click on “Print Editions” in
the red bar.

As a locally owned, weekly
newspaper, the Gazette Packet’s
mission is to bring the news you
need about your community, to
give you the information you
need to enjoy the best things in
and near your community, to
advocate for community good,
to provide a forum for dialogue
on local concerns, and to cel-
ebrate and record milestones
and events in community and
people’s lives.

AT THE GAZETTE PACKET,
we invite newcomers to the
area and long-time residents
alike to be a part of providing
more reader input. Let us know
how we’re doing and let us
know what is going on in your
part of the community. If you
have questions or ideas, call or
send us an e-mail.

We invite you to send letters
to the editor or to send an email
letting us know about something

you especially liked or didn’t like
about our coverage, and sugges-
tions for improvement.

We appreciate readers’ ideas.
If you see something that you
think might be a story, or some-
thing you have a question
about, give us a call, or drop us
a line. If you know of a person
or an organization doing im-

portant work, some-
thing that might make
a good feature story,
we are looking for
people to feature each
week.

We want to know if
someone in your fam-
ily or your community
published a book, be-

came an Eagle Scout, raised
money for a good cause, accom-
plished some feat like running
a marathon or having art in-
cluded in an art show. We pub-
lish photos and notes of a vari-
ety of personal milestones and
community events, including
births, engagements, weddings,
anniversaries, awards and obitu-
aries. We are also interested in
events at your church, mosque,
synagogue, community center,
pool, school, club, etc.

Email us a photo and a note
about the event. Be sure to in-
clude the names of all of the
people who are in a photo, and
say when and where the photo
was taken. We also publish notes
about news and events from lo-
cal businesses. Notes about
openings, new employees, anni-
versaries are welcome. It is es-
pecially important to us to let
people know about events
ahead of time in our calendar
of events. We appreciate getting
notice at least two weeks ahead
of the event, and we encourage
photos. Events for our calendars
should be free or at nominal cost
and open to the public. In cov-
ering the issues, we strive to pro-
vide a voice for our readers.

I look forward to hearing
from you.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

New to
Alexandria?

The City of Alexandria
website provides resources to
help get acclimated, includ-
ing taxes, registering to vote,
licensing animals, local rules
about trash and recycling,
libraries, parks, schools, the
Department of Motor Ve-
hicles and more: http://
alexandriava.gov/finance/
info/default.aspx?id=27130

Now and Then
It’s almost impossible to imagine today,

but lower King Street was known as
“skid row” in the 1950s when the pic-

ture on the right was taken. Many
people avoided Old Town unless they

were looking for drugs or prostitutes.
The city has been through urban re-

newal, gentrification and a real-estate
bubble that saw land values skyrocket
in the last decade. As the photo above

demonstrates, today’s lower King Street
is a vibrant place with high-end restau-
rants — and the memory of skid row is

long gone.

Living in Alexandria
Residents reflect on
their community.

See ‘Love about Alexandria’,  Page 8

Here are some thoughts on what makes Alexandria
special:

PADDY BOWMAN:
What advice would you give a new resi-
dent on how to make themselves at home
and get involved here in Alexandria?

Choose different neighborhoods and go for walks
to get the feel of what it’s like to live in our diverse
spaces.

Join the Alexandria Black History Museum.
Frequent the Torpedo Factory, sign up for a class

even.
Visit the Alexandria Archaeology Office in the Tor-

pedo Factory.
Get a library card.
Take the free Masonic Temple tour.
Go for a show at the Birchmere.
Eat a pupusa in Arlandria.
Go to the Mediterranean Bakery on South Pickett

Street.
Have a burger at the Tiffany Tavern on a night

when there’s live bluegrass.
Choose one of our farmers markets to attend

weekly and hang out drinking coffee and people
watching.

Browse at the Prevention of Blindness Thrift Shop.

BILL BUTCHER:
What do you love about Alexandria?

Alexandria is a great place to live and to raise a
family. We have all of the benefits of living so close

to DC and all that it has to offer, yet still can come
home to our “small town,” which has its own dis-
tinctive character and rich history.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexandria
would you share with a friend?

Don’t miss Alexandria’s birthday celebration, usu-
ally the weekend after July 4th. The fireworks are
fabulous, set to music by the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra. There is also free birthday cake, given out
by City Council members. It’s a great time for every-
one, and a good chance to mingle with your neigh-
bors.

The Carpenter’s Cookoff in April is also a terrific
event. It’s a great opportunity to meet all the best
chefs in Alexandria, taste samples from their menu,
and discover your new favorite local restaurant.
What’s more, it’s all for a great cause, to support The
Carpenter’s Shelter, an organization dedicated to
helping needy Alexandria families.

Bill Butcher is president of the Port City Brewing Company

AMANDA CHANDLER:
What do you love about Alexandria?

It has a lot to offer; great restaurants, schools, arts,
shops and a very diverse demographics. Generally, I
think people are pretty friendly and there is a strong
sense of community amongst the various different
neighborhoods with all the civic and community
based programs. Also, with local businesses. We want
to make sure they succeed and do our best as citi-
zens to promote our great town.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexandria
would you share with a friend?

Best breakfast in the City … Table Talk … Los Tios
on Mt. Vernon Avenue for the best margaritas in
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Alexandria

Insider

Have an Insiders’ Perspective?
Identify the sites by these architectural details.

Answers along the sides of the page.
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Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet
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See What’s Ahead,  Page 17

City leaders like to talk about the “Alexandria Way,” which can
mean different things to different people. Most of the time, it
means that issues are debated extensively and exhaustively be-
fore a decision is made. Essentially, everybody gets to have their
say even if they don’t prevail. Considering the issues currently
facing the city, that means insiders can expect a lot of discussion
about the following:

❖ November Election: When voters head to the polls in No-
vember, the congressional race will be at the top of the ballot.
Ten-term incumbent U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) will be facing
Republican Patrick Murray and Independent Green Ron Fisher.
Three proposed constitutional amendments will also be on the
ballot. Question One asks voters if they would like to see locali-
ties have more of a say in who is eligible for property-tax relief.
Question Two asks voters if they want to require the General As-
sembly to provide a real-property tax exemption for the principal
residence of disabled veterans. Question Three asks if voters want
to increase the size of Virginia’s “rainy-day fund” from 10 to 15
percent of the commonwealth’s annual tax income and sales tax
revenues.

❖ Hold Your Wallet: Back in May, a divided City Council
approved a budget on a five-to-two vote that increased the aver-
age residential property tax bill by $125 from $4,255 to $4,380.
Budget officials say revenues remain sluggish, so next year’s bud-
get debate is likely to prompt a similar debate between those
who would like to cut spending and those who would like to
maintain existing services.

❖ Great Wall of Mirant: Residents in North Old Town will
notice a new feature on the landscape later this year —a 30-foot
windscreen to protect neighbors from breathing fugitive dust. Next
year, Atlanta-based Mirant plans to install new “baghouse” tech-
nology that will suck particulates out of the air similar to the way
a vacuum cleaner works. Both improvements are part of a $34
million settlement reached between Mirant and city officials back
in 2008.

❖ Hybrid Trolleys: Say goodbye to the Maryland license
plates that have become an infamous presence on the King Street
Trolley. Next year, the city will receive four new hybrid trolleys.
The rubber-tire vehicles come courtesy of President Barack
Obama’s $2.4 million stimulus package.

❖ DOD Invasion: Anyone near the intersection of Seminary
Road and the Shirley Memorial Highway recently has noticed a
mammoth building now under construction there by the Depart-
ment of Defense. Known in typically opaque Washington parlance,
the building is called the Washington Headquarters Service — a
structure that will warehouse more than 6,000 employees. Be-
cause construction of an offramp leading from the Interstate to
the building is at least six years away, that means West End resi-
dents will have to put up with years of traffic jams and snarled
traffic as commuters exit on Seminary and turn left on Beauregard
Street.

❖ Appeal Railroaded: Since city officials launched a cam-
paign against railroad giant Norfolk Southern two years ago, tax-
payers have shelled out half a million dollars in legal bills. City
Council members have yet to decide whether or not they want to
continue the fight, although the recent loss in the Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals was a crushing blow to the legal fight. For West
End residents, the good news is that an end to legal hostilities
will allow them to enter discussion with nearby residents about
their concerns over noise at the hazardous materials facility.

❖ BID War: The ongoing chatter about a new Business Im-
provement District in Alexandria has supporters and detractors.
Do business owners want to pay an add-on fee to the commercial
property tax to be collected by the city and distributed to a board
of directors? Anti-tax groups are ready for a fight.

❖ Federal Headcount: Those clipboard-wielding Census
workers may have come and gone, but their work will live on for
years ahead. Federal dollars are often tied to Census figures. And
when political boundaries are redrawn in Richmond next year,
state leaders will be using Census data to justify the gerryman-
dering.

❖ Plan for Beauregard: Like the street that bears his name,
Confederate Gen. Pierre Beauregard was difficult to manage. The
hothead rebel couldn’t get along with Confederate President

What’s Ahead?

A
lexandria elects a mayor and City Council
members to serve three-year terms. All the
seats are at-large, with elected leaders rep-
resenting the entire city. The next munici-

pal election is scheduled for Nov. 6, 2012.

Mayor Bill Euille
703-751-7970
William.Euille@alexandriava.gov

A native of Alexandria, Euille is a
1968 graduate of T.C. Williams
High School. He was first elected
to the City Council in 1994, elected
mayor in 2003. He was re-elected
without opposition in 2006 and again without op-
position in 2009. His home precinct is George Wash-
ington Middle School.

Euille received a bachelor’s of science in account-
ing and business administration from Quinnipiac
College in Hamden, Conn., in 1972. From 1974 to
1984, he was an appointed member of the Alexan-
dria School Board. In 1987, he founded Wm. D. Euille
and Associates, a construction services firm that
serves the federal government. He also has a minor-
ity interest in two Alexandria restaurants, Mango
Mike’s and the Majestic Grill.

Vice Mayor Kerry Donley
703-739-3242
Kerry.Donley@alexandriava.gov

A native of Elk Point, S.D., Donley
moved to Alexandria in 1962 and
graduated from Bishop Ireton High
School in 1974. He was first elected
to the City Council in 1988 and was mayor from 1996
to 2003. After spending time as the chairman of the
Democratic Party of Virginia and the athletic direc-
tor for Alexandria City Public Schools, Donley re-
turned to the City Council in 2009. He was elected
vice mayor by his colleagues because he received
more votes than any other candidate for City Coun-
cil. His home precinct is Polk Elementary School.

Donley has a bachelor’s degree in political science
from Marquette University in Wisconsin, later return-
ing to Alexandria and becoming active in the
Brookville-Seminary Valley Civic Association and the
Alexandria Community Services Board. He is cur-
rently a senior vice president for community bank-
ing at Virginia Commerce Bank. He is the father of
five daughters, and he has two grandsons.

Rob Krupicka
703-838-0280
council@krupicka.com

A native of Seattle, Krupicka has
lived in Alexandria since 1993. He
was first elected to the City Coun-
cil in 2003 and has been reelected
twice. His home precinct is George
Washington Middle School.

Krupicka received a bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics from the University of Virginia. He has been the
president of the Del Ray Citizens Association and a
vice chairman of the Alexandria Community Services
Board. Krupicka is a former AOL executive, and he
is currently employed by the Partnership for
America’s Economic Success at the Pew Charitable
Trusts. In 2009, Democratic Gov. Tim Kaine ap-
pointed Krupicka as a member of the Virginia School
Board.

Frank Fannon
703-861-1864
Frank.Fannon@alexandriava.gov

A native of Alexandria, Fannon
graduated from West Potomac High
School in 1987. He was elected to
the City Council in 2009, and his
home precinct is the Durant Center.

Fannon received a bachelor’s degree in corporate
communications from Elon College in North Caro-
lina, later returning to Alexandria and becoming a
mortgage banker with SunTrust. Since 2004, he has
managed the branch at the corner of Duke and Henry
streets.

Del Pepper
703-751-0770
delpepper@aol.com

A native of Omaha, Pepper has
lived in Alexandria since 1968. First
elected to the City Council in 1985,
Pepper has been reelected eight
times and is the longest-serving member of the coun-
cil. Her home precinct is Patrick Henry Recreation
Center.

Pepper received a bachelor’ degree from Grinnell
College in Grinnell, Iowa. From 1979 to 1984, she
was the administrative aide for Mayor Charles
Beatley. She’s served as vice mayor three times, and
she is a former corporate president of the Council of
Governments. She is currently the treasurer of the
Northern Virginia Regional Commission.

Paul Smedberg
703-625-3366
PaulSmedberg@aol.com

A native of Hartford, Conn.,
Smedberg has lived in Alexandria
since 1988. He was first elected to
the City Council in 2003 and has
been reelected twice. His home pre-
cinct is Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy.

Smedberg received a bachelor of science in eco-
nomics and bachelor of arts in history from Allegh-
eny College in Meadville, Pa., and he is a fellow of
the Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership at the
University of Virginia. From 1997 to 1999, he was
chairman of the Alexandria Democratic Committee.
In addition to his duties on the City Council,
Smedberg also serves on the board of the Virginia
Railway Express and the Northern Virginia Transpor-
tation Commission. He is currently a lobbyist for the
American Society of Nephrology.

Alicia Hughes
571-312-7353
Alicia.Hughes@alexandriava.gov

A native of Memphis, Tenn.,
Hughes has lived in Alexandria
since 2007. She was elected to the
City Council in 2009, and her home
precinct is Tucker Elementary School.

Hughes received a bachelor of science degree in
biology from Texas Southern University before re-
ceiving a juris doctorate from the University of Mi-
ami School of Law. She is currently a patent exam-
iner at the United States Patent and Trademark Of-
fice. Earlier this year, Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell
appointed Hughes to the Commission on Government
Reform and Restructuring.

Meet the City Council
Photos by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

WAY
NEW

OOD

Alexandria
$775,000

Built in home
office in this 3
bedrm, 2.5
bath home in
the heart of
Town. Shows
well!

720 Gibbon St.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2640

Alexandria
$474,900

All brick TH w/
open floor plan, 2
bedrms, 2.5 baths
& large loft.
Hardwood floors
on main level.
Custom brick
patio & off street
parking.
Convenient to
shopping &
restaurants.

904 Franklin S
Fred Smith
571-215-3733

Alexandria
$487,500

Wonderful end unit
TH w/2 bedrms, 1.5
baths, &
spectacular
gourmet kitchen.
Light filled addition
leads t0o private
deck & fenced yard
perfect for
entertaining.
Convenient to
metro & shopping.

544 Luray Avenue E

Bobi Bomar
703-927-2213

Alexandria
$998,000

Stunning renovated-
historic 1890  home is
all new from the frame
up. Two elegant
master suites. Family
room  off stylish
Chef’s kitchen
w/French doors to
patio. High ceilings,
gorgeous moldings,
recessed lighting,
wide plank hardwood
flooring & mush more!

219 Royal Street S

Barbara Rosen
703-407-6481

Alexandria
$524,425

Tons of space
inside and out
in this 4 bedrm,
3.5 bath, 2+ car
garage on 1/3
acre lot.
Completely
renovated in the
last 2 years.
6715 Armlong Ave.

Phil Cefaratti
703-371-7601

Alexandria $450,000
Renovated (in 2002) unique, one level home on a corner lot with tons of light. 3
bedrms, 2 baths & 2 car garage. Open Floor plan. Hardwood floors throughout.
Bright sunroom. Deck w/hot tub. Murphy bed, skylights, fenced yard & 2 car garage.

2401 Sherwood Hall Lane
Julie Hall  703-786-3634

Alexandria $1,089,000
Looks are deceiving! This spacious 4 bedrm, 3.5bath home has it all
& then SOME ! A 3 story addition w/over 3000 SF of luxury living on
a 7500SF lot w/a new garage! Blocks to metro, Old Town & Del Ray!

4 Glendale Avenue, West
Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Alexandria $874,000
Renovated & Expandable w/3 finished levels, 3 baths, 3 bedrms including  private
master suite. Beautifully landscaped yard backs to “Never to be developed
wooded area” Detached garage. Blocks to metro & Old Town.

900 Junior Street
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $499,000
Convenient 1 level living w/3 bedrms, 2 baths & updated
kitchen w/breakfast room. Cozy 2 sided fireplace shared by
living & dining rooms. Partially finished LL has plenty of
space for expansion. Large fully fenced rear yard w/patio.

5337 Thayer Ave. Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alex/Rosemont $899,000
Lovely expanded 1920’s colonial w/3 finished levels, 4
upper bedrms & 3.5 baths, Family rm off kitchen, sun room,
formal dining rm & living rm. New windows & detached
garage, Blocks to metro & shopping.

404 Russell Rd. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $689,000
Fantastic top to bottom renovation w/3 bedrms & 3 full
baths.  All new kitchen, bathrooms and beautifully refinished
hardwood floors on manin & upper levels.  Finished LL w/rec
room & utility room. Fully fenced back yard.

1707 Oakcrest Dr. Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alex/Del Ray $599,900
Fabulous farmhouse w/3 bedrms, 1.5 baths.  Maintains old style charm
w/modern updates.  Gleaming hardwood floors and high ceilings give home
a light & airy feel.  Separate dining roomw/French doors lead to deep
backyard. Convenient to shopping, dining and metro.

121 Clifford Ave. E. Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213
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Hours: Mon-Thurs 10a-9p • Fri & Sat 10a-10p • Sunday 12n-8p

At the corner of Belle View Blvd. & Fort Hunt Rd.
In the Belle View shopping center. Ample free parking (703) 768-2877

We are offering a $1.00 store credit to those customers who return
their brand new 2 night rentals to us after only one night.

For those costumers of Blockbuster and Hollywood whose stores have recently
closed, come visit our store, with an even greater selection of movies.

THE VIDEO SUPERSTORE

Limit one coupon per transaction per day. Expires 10/31/10

FREE VIDEO
RENTAL

with new membershipStandard rental period applies.
Of equal or lesser value.

Rent 1 Movie & Get
the 2nd FREE MtV

Bark Avenue
Pet Spa

8727-E Cooper Road
Alexandria, VA 22309
703-360-7177

•Full Service
Pet Grooming

•Walk-in Nail Trim
•Teeth scaled without

anesthesia

•Premium Foods
Verus
Merrick
Innova
EVO,
Chicken Soup
California Natural

Call for an Appointment
Mention Ad for $10 off Grooming – one per Household

Alexandria

Insider

See Board,  Page 17

T
he Alexandria School Board consists of
nine elected members who represent
three geographic areas of the city. Three
members represent District A, the east-

ern end of the city; three members represent District
B, the central part of the city; and three members
represent District C, the West End. The next election
is scheduled for Nov. 6, 2012.

District A — The East End
Board Members
Vice Chairwoman Sheryl
Gorsuch
703-836-3247
sheryl.gorsuch@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Burbank, Calf., Gorsuch has
lived in Alexandria since 1986. She was first
elected in 2006, and was reelected in 2009.
Her home precinct is Cora Kelly Elementary
School.

Gorsuch has a bachelor’s degree in economics from Pomona
College in Claremont, Calif., and she is a former restaurant
manager who currently owns an independent business. Her
previous involvement in the schools includes membership in
the Budget Advisory Committee and the Talented and Gifted
Advisory Committee. She has held several leadership positions
in parent-teacher associations, and she is immediate past
president of the Alexandria PTA Council.

Helen Morris
703-739-1379
helen.morris@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Kingston, Pa., Morris grew up
in Binghamton, N.Y., and has lived in Alex-
andria since 2001. She was first elected to
the School Board in 2009, and her home
precinct is the Durant Center.

Morris received a bachelor’s degree in lin-
guistics from the University of Michigan and
a master’s degree in early Irish language and literature from
University College Dublin. She first became involved with the
school system as a member of the Jefferson-Houston Elemen-
tary School parent-teacher association. She has been involved
in education policy for almost 20 years, working with the Na-
tional School Boards Association, the Consortium for School
Networking, Edvantia and Texas Instruments.

Mimi Carter
703-836-4536
mimi.carter@acps.k12.va.us

A native from Muskogee, Okla., Carter
moved to Alexandria with her parents in
1980, and moved back permanently in
1999. She was first elected to the School
Board in 2009, and her home precinct is
George Washington Middle School.

Carter received a bachelor’s degree in
American literature from George Washington University and
a master’s degree in journalism and public policy from Ameri-
can University. She became involved with the school system
as member of the education committee of the Del Ray Civic
Association and was a founder of the annual State of the
Schools forum. She has two girls at Mount Vernon Commu-
nity School, where she directed last year’s standing-room-only
4th grade production of “Peter Pan.”

District B — The Central City
Board Members
Chairwoman Yvonne Folkerts
703-823-6269
yvonne.folkerts@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Morton, Ill., Folkerts has lived
in Alexandria since 1999. She was first
elected in 2006, and was reelected in 2009.
Her home precinct is Temple Beth El Syna-
gogue.

Folkerts received bachelor’s degree in
journalism from Eastern Illinois University. After an 18-year
career in journalism, public relations and association manage-
ment, she became a stay-at-home parent. She is a former
president of the parent-teacher association at MacArthur El-

ementary School and an active member of Westminster Pres-
byterian Church. She is a former Girl Scout leader and
member of Twig, the junior auxiliary of Inova Alexandria
Hospital.

Marc Williams
703-549-3443
marc.williams@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Versailles, Ky., Williams has
lived in Alexandria since 1992. He was first
elected in an August 2008 special election
after the resignation of former School Board
Chairwoman Claire Eberwein, and was re-
elected  in 2009. His home precinct is
George Mason Elementary School.

Williams received bachelor’s degree in political science from
the University of the South and a juris doctorate from the
University of Virginia School of Law. Williams joined the IBM
Corporation 11 years ago and served as IBM’s national-secu-
rity counsel for 13 years. He is currently part of IBM’s
governmental programs group, and he is responsible for IBM’s
global intellectual property policy.

Arthur Peabody
703-798-1002
arthur.peabody@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Lynn, Mass., Peabody has
lived in Alexandria since 1972. He was first
elected in 2006, and was reelected in 2009.
His home precinct is Chinquapin Park Rec-
reation Center.

Peabody has a bachelor’s degree in politi-
cal science and a juris doctorate from Cornell Law School. He
is a former career attorney for the United States Department
of Justice, and is currently lead medical counsel at the
BlueCross BlueShield Association. In Alexandria, he serves on
the board of Alexandria Senior Citizens and is a former direc-
tor of the Alexandria Bar Association.

District C — The West End
Board Members
Charles Wilson
703-823-0810
charles.wilson@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Chicago’s South Side, Wilson
has lived in Alexandria since 1983. He was
first elected in 2003, and has been reelected
twice. His home precinct is Tucker School.

Wilson has a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Maryland and a master of busi-
ness administration from Webster University. A former Air
Force colonel, Wilson served on the board of directors of the
Cameron Station Credit Union and CrisisLink. First elected to
the School Board in 2003, he is the longest serving board
member and a former chairman of the Washington Area
Boards of Education.

Ronnie Campbell
703-965-3344
ronnie.campbell@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Brookfield, Mass., she has
lived in Alexandria since 1985. She was first
elected in 2006, and was reelected in 2009.
Her home precinct is John Adams Elemen-
tary School.

She graduated from Tantasqua Regional
High School and attended Worcester State College. A long-
time employee of the Untied States Postal Service, Campbell
is currently a sales associate. She is a former member of the
School Board’s Budget Advisory Committee, the board of the
Virginia state Parent-Teacher Association and the first assis-
tant director to the Fairfax District PTA.

Blanche Maness
703-566-5193
blanche.maness@acps.k12.va.us

A native of Lawrenceville, Va., Maness
has lived in Alexandria since 1967. She was
first elected in 2006, and was reelected in
2009. Her home precinct is Cameron Sta-
tion.

Maness has a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education from Virginia State College and a master’s
degree in curriculum and instruction from University of North

Board Leads Public Schools
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town. Art on the Avenue in the Fall is a
must. Cathy Puskar’s Christmas party.
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

Get involved in your neighborhood civic
association or join a yoga class. Or party on
Oak Street.

BROOKE CURRAN:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

This is what I love about Alexandria.
Alexandria is a city that cares about com-

munity and those that live within; seniors
and kids alike, cultural activities and access
to parks and trails. Mayor William Euille
and Honorable Marian Van Landingham’s
partnership with a coalition of Alexandria
citizens and businesses in Partnership for a
Healthier Alexandria, is a perfect example
of how we band together for the good of
all.

SUSAN D. DAWSON:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

Beverly Hills and adjacent neighbor-
hoods, where each street feels very small-
townish, yet is minutes from D.C.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

Traffic can be fairly easily managed. If you
go just about anywhere during non-rush
hours, you can get there quickly, get good
parking and get good service from the
stores.
Places to go, things to do, can’t-
miss events, ideas on what it
means to live in Alexandria.

The Pumpkin Patch at Immanuel-Church-
on-the-Hill, where the church keeps none
of the profits, but has given hundreds of
thousands of dollars to Northern Virginia
charities. This year the Patch goes from Oct.
3 through Halloween, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. – 3606
Seminary Road, Alexandria – It’s fun! Avail-
able are also cookies, cakes and apple crisps!
http://www.icoh.net.

A rare opportunity to take classes at the
Virginia Theological Seminary where inter-
esting subjects, such as religion’s role in
Shakespeare’s plays and the relationship
between science and religion, are offered
to the lay population at very reasonable
costs. http://www.vts.edu/podium/
default.aspx?t=121932

The opportunity to sing in a number of
extremely good choruses and choirs, with
a wide variety of types of music from which
to choose.  http://www.musical-
alexandria.org/
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?
I would suggest that people new to

Alexandria

Insider

From Page 3

‘What Do You Love about Alexandria?’

See Insider Tips’,  Page 9

Alexandria check the Internet (http://
alexandriava.gov/) and the local newspa-
pers (of course, the Gazette Packet -
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/
paper.asp?paper=59) and then join an
organization or group or attend a meeting
of one’s interest. There you can find
others who have mutual interests and
networking can begin! Also volunteer!
(http://www.1-800-volunteer.org/
1800Vol/alexandria-volunteer-bureau/
vcindex.do)

JENNIFER FOLSOM:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

I love that so much history works right
along with modern day concepts, like the
Torpedo Factory studios and the co-work-
ing space at Connect113.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

The view from atop the Masonic Temple
can’t be beat!
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

Introduce yourselves to your neighbors,
hang out at the dog park and playground
on Union Street, volunteer for a school com-
mittee. Get involved!

Folsom is director of Momentum Resources.

DIANE HENRY:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

The history, the river, the proximity to
Washington, one of the greatest capital cit-
ies in the world. I love the old buildings,
the cobblestones, and beautiful church at-
tended by George Washington and Robert
E. Lee. Alexandria is never boring and you

know you’re not in Kansas.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

You have to find Huntley Meadows Park.
Hidden away in an unremarkable neighbor-
hood off Route 1, is a paradise of forest,
wetlands, wildflowers and birds that never
fails to sweep away all the worries and cares
of daily life. The trails are not long, two
miles of woodland trails and a half-mile
boardwalk trail in the wetlands, but they
are surrounded by over 1400 acres of wild
parkland filled with frogs, beaver, and her-
ons. Most amazingly, even though you’re in
the middle of a dense urban area, you sel-
dom hear planes or cars, making room to
reconnect with the chirps, honks and
whistles of another world. We have many
other wonderful parks in the area, the bike
trail along the river, and other national and
city and county parks, but Huntley Mead-
ows is a hidden treasure, a place you’re not
likely to stumble upon on your own. Map it
and go.
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

Get a dog. It is absolutely amazing how
many wonderful people you meet at the dog
parks in town. I shared my life with dogs
for over 30 years until last January when
my sweet Labrador’s body gave out. At the
dog park I made friends, collected crazy sto-
ries about dogs and people, and found rea-
son to laugh and cry. At the dog park I
learned about the many forms of love and
divorce, success and failure, and heard lots
of news about the town and neighborhood.
Occasional cursing is usually involved too,
but overall a good dog will definitely lead
the way for anyone interested in becoming
involved in their community.

Diane Henry, a novelist and yoga teacher, has lived
in Alexandria for 35 years with occasional career
forays to other cities.

MILES HOLTZMAN:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

I love all the different things you can here
without getting into a car: 1) Eat at great
restaurants; 2) Go boating; 3) Take long
walks in interesting setting; 4) Enjoy the
bike trails; 5) Experience history; and meet
people from all walks of life.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

Get to know some of the fantastic people
down at the Old Dominion Boat Club. Most
of them are actively engaged in the Old
Town Community as civic, social, or busi-
ness leaders. They give back to the com-
munity in many ways and have a great time
doing it.
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

There are all sorts clubs to join in Alex-
andria that fulfill a variety of needs. One
example is the Alexandria Sportsman’s Club
that acts as sort of a Booster’s Club for the
four high schools within the City. If you like
sports, that’s the place to be. Another great
charitable and social organization is the
Fraternal Order of Eagles on Cameron
Street. They are involved in a number of
giving opportunities and are almost all
Alexandrians.

SUZANNE KRATZOK:
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

Check out Volunteer Alexandria, our
City’s volunteer clearinghouse. Non-profits
and government agencies list an amazing
array of opportunities to get involved —
including The Fund for Alexandria’s Child,
which helps children in foster care share
experiences most other kids take for
granted.

Kratzok is a Rosemont resident for 34 years and
coordinator of Community Resources for the De-
partment of Community and Human Services.

AMBER NIGHTINGALE:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

I love my neighborhoods in Parkfairfax.
We are a tight little group who look out for
each other, borrow sugar, milk, and bread,
take care of each others pets and children,
and go on vacation together. Anyone who
thinks you only find friendly neighbors in
the country hasn’t had the pleasure of liv-
ing in Parkfairfax!

I also appreciate the supported-living pro-
grams and therapeutic recreation clubs the
City has for adults with developmental dis

Through the Immanuel Pumpkin Patch, every year for the past 17 years,
thousands of dollars from profits are given directly to charity. None of
the profits are kept by the church. Charities that benefit from the
Immanuel Pumpkin Patch include: Alexandria Tutoring Consortium,
ALIVE!, Carpenter’s Shelter, Capital Area Hospice, Child & Family Net-
work Centers, Christ House, Christmas Families, Christmas in August,
Community Lodgings, Dominican Republic Scholarships, Education
Scholarships in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, Heifer Project Inter-
national, Haiti Micah Project, Hopkins House, The Kelly Foundation,
Meals-on-Wheels and The Northern Virginia AIDS Ministry (NOVAM).
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Alexandria

Insider

abilities. It shows that the City does strive
to be inclusive.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

The Caboose Cafe in Del Ray has the best
coffee on Earth ... I’m addicted to their
lattes!
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

Adopt a dog, take him for a walk, and
you’ll easy find people to talk with. We are
a super dog-friendly community.

I recommend serving on a board or com-
mission — it is a great way to met like-
minded people from different parts of Al-
exandria while at the same time doing a
civic duty.

FRED PARKER:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

Being part of a historic city. Being able to
walk the same streets as some of our found-
ing fathers
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

Alexandria having a train station allows
me the opportunity to continue a family tra-
dition of taking my kids to put pennies on
the track to have the train mash flat. You
won’t find that in any tour book.
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

There are many support groups for Alex-
andria Charities from the Arlandria Clinic
to the Campanga Center.

Fred Parker of the Hard Times Café.

WANDA STREET:
 What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

I love that Alexandria has a small town
feel even though it is a good size city and
enjoy the many opportunities for recreation
and participation.  I also appreciate the
quality and diversity of the public schools.
I feel that my children received not only an
excellent academic education but also an
education in tolerance and acceptance.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

Del Ray = great shops and restaurants,
Art on the Avenue and Halloween Parade,
Farmers’ Market, First Thursdays on Mt
Vernon Avenue in the summer.

Old Town = more shops and restaurants,
the Waterfront, Torpedo Factory, Farmers’
Market, Carlyle House spring plant sale,
parades and so much more!
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved

From Page 8

Resident Share ‘Insider Tips’
here in Alexandria?

Get involved with a church, civic group
or volunteer organization.

ANN VERNON:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

The waterfront and all the streets of Old
Town. The fact that it has its own Symphony
Orchestra. Market Square on Saturday
morning. The Royal Restaurant. Old Town
shopping. History everywhere. So Dog
Friendly. ) The variety of houses of worship.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

The birthday party for Alexandria on the
waterfront, the weekend following the 4th
of July, with performance by the Alexan-
dria Symphony Orchestra. Saturday morn-
ing Market Square Farmer’s Market in Old
Town, or Tuesday morning on Sherwood
Hall Lane. Mt. Vernon Estate. Visit the vari-
ous churches.
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

Get on the bike trails, get a kayak for the
river, join a tennis club, take a course at the
Torpedo Factory, train a Guiding Eye Dog
with the local chapter of Guiding Eyes for
the Blind. Volunteer at one of the commu-
nity outreaches, Red Cross, or be a docent
for Mount Vernon or one of the historical
places in Old Town Alexandria. Become in-
volved in worship, music, and fellowship
in one particular church: I recommend
Aldersgate United Methodist Church in the
Fort Hunt area of Mt. Vernon.

MARY ANNE WEBER:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

Before I ever lived in Alexandria, I used
to stay here when I came to D.C. on busi-
ness. I fell in love with the history, the abun-
dance of trees and flowers, the Torpedo
Factory and the fact that so much of its
waterfront was open to the public. When I
did move here 15 years ago, I learned there
was a lot more, that Alexandria was a city
that encouraged involvement, and one that
thrived on the energy of volunteers from
politics to historic re-enactments to serving
the most vulnerable. If you looked, you
could find a forum for almost any interest
and a way to have your voice heard. You
didn’t need money, you didn’t need to be
connected. You just needed to care.
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

What to do and where to go depends on
what you want. If you want to catch up on
gossip. learn who’s running for office or the
latest controversy or how to cook that
strange looking vegetable, head for one or
more of Alexandria’s five Farmers Markets.
Two, the Alexandria Market at Market

Square and the Del Ray Market on Mount
Vernon Avenue, run all year round, a great
way to start your weekend and you never
know who else will also be looking for that
heirloom tomato or the homemade cider
doughnuts or the Redskin cookies. For a
moment of quiet in this crowded city, try
the river in the early morning on the north
side of the city. There seem to be few power
bicyclists or runners about, just easy going
strollers like yourself watching the mist roll
back, plenty of empty park benches or avail-
able rocks to sit on. The military certainly
knew how to pick some of the loveliest real
estate and now a piece of it is yours to en-
joy, Ben Brenman Park off Duke Street. A
walk around the lake is not only good exer-
cise, it is soothing to the soul. Of course
you can’t miss any of Alexandria’s parades
but the best has got to be the Christmas
Walk, the first Saturday in December, the
real kick-off to the holidays. Then there is
Art on the Avenue, at the beginning of Oc-
tober a combination of art, food and old-
fashioned street fair, it is Del Ray at its best.
Another don’t miss is the city’s annual birth-
day party in July complete with symphony
orchestra, fireworks and a giant birthday
cake. It’s still fun even if it rains. For his-
tory buffs this is paradise. To the north are
all the Smithsonians, to the south
Woodlawn, Frank Lloyd Wright and Mount
Vernon. In the city itself there is everything
from the Carlyle House to the infamous
slave market to the Lyceum with its local
exhibits and many small museums, includ-
ing my favorite the Lee Fendall House.
There’s a vibrant music scene from barber-
shop to jazz to rock to classical but be sure
to check out the bluegrass at Tiffany’s and
Fireflies. We may not have the plethora of
theater that Arlington does but we hold our
own with Metrostage, Port City Playhouse
and Little Theatre of Alexandria.
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

My advice would have to be for people
like myself who are single and so don’t have
the instant involvement in community that
raising children entails. For starters, talk to
your neighbors, join your homeowners or
condo association. Try to find a compatible
place of worship. Go to the city’s website
alexandriava.gov and sign up for their e
message service. You will not only get gov-
ernment news and notices, you will get cal-
endars and information on groups looking
for volunteers, boards and commissions
with vacant slots and all kinds of back-
ground on historic sites, parks and rec cen-
ters. Check out your nearest library and the
bulletin boards at coffee shops. Visit local
stores, galleries, exhibits and re centers to
see what is happening around you. You will
find more than you can ever do.

SCOTT WOOD:
What do you love about Alexan-

City’s Statistical Profile

Population, current and forecasted
1980: 103,217
1990: 111,183
2000: 128,283
2005: 135,854
2010: 145,011
2020: 158,464
2030: 173,331

Households, current and forecasted
1980: 49,004
1990: 53,280
2000: 61,889
2005: 66,337
2010: 66,632
2020: 73,678
2030: 82,884

Population By Age
Age 0 to 4: 8.4 percent
Age 5 to 9: 5.7 percent
Age 10 to 14: 3.5 percent
Age 15 to 19: 2.8 percent
Age 20 to 24: 4.4 percent
Age 25 to 29: 7.7 percent
Age 30 to 34: 10.8 percent
Age 35 to 44: 20.5 percent
Age 45 to 54: 14.0 percent
Age 55 to 59: 6.0 percent
Age 60 to 64: 5.5 percent
Age 65 to 74: 6.4 percent
Age 75 to 84: 2.8 percent
Older than 85: 1.6 percent

Sex Distribution
Male Population: 48 percent
Female Population: 52 percent

Population By Race
White: 56 percent
Black: 22 percent
Hispanic: 15 percent
Asian: 6 percent

Public School Population By Race
Black: 38 percent
Hispanic: 27 percent
White: 24 percent
Asian: 6 percent

Housing Units
Single Family: 29 percent
Condominiums: 25 percent
Rental Apartments: 46 percent

Average Monthly Rents for New Tenants
Efficiency: $962
One Bedroom: $1,245
Two Bedroom: $1,624
Three Bedroom: $2,012

Average Real Property Values
Single-family residential: $637,154
Residential condominium: $301,718

City Budget for FY2009
Tax Rate: 97.8 cents for every $100 of

assessed value
Operating Expenditures: $531.6 million
Appropriation to Schools: $167.9 million

Statistics from City of Alexandria Planning
Department

dria?
It’s a very flexible area, you can be at the

beach in 1-and-a-half hours, the mountains
in 1-and-a-half hours, D.C. in 10 minutes,
Md. in 10 minutes, W. Va. in 40 minutes.

There is a constant flow of people com-
ing into the area.

Old town itself offers different aspects,
you can enjoy a quiet day or make the most
of it with the many attractions available.

The city is very neighborhood-oriented
with friendly people.

Wood is assistant general manager of Jackson 20,
a New American Tavern, Hotel Monaco, 480 King
Street.

See Insider Tips’,  Page 17
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Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
29 years of quality projects

Specializing in:
• Crown Moldings
• Wainscoting & Chair Railings
• Accent Trims
• Door & Window Trims
• Door & Hardware Installation
• Drywall Repairs
• Other Carpentry projects

605 FRANKLIN ST.
ALEXANDRIA

703.549.2662

We Are Celebrating
13 Years of Service

landlsalon.com

Community

Visitors sample food from different vendors as they enter the Cambodian Community
Day event at Ben Brenman Park on Sunday, Aug. 23.

Suteera
Nagavajara
and Sras
Voleak Sok
perform the
Phonng Neary
dance.

Samantha
Lushinski,

Victoria Mam
and Kosol Touch

perform a
Robain Krab

dance.

Kesarah
Touch and
Stephanie
Yap perform
with the
Cambodian
American
Heritage, Inc.

Photos by

La Shawn Avery-Simons

Gazette Packet

Cultural
Appreciation
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1400 King St., Alexandria • 703-683-0333 • goldworksUSA.com • Like us on Facebook

Your imagination is my horizon

WHERE THE DESIGNS ARE

Summer S
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20% off m
ost r

epairs

See Harmful,  Page 28

News

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
s a lack of transparency among Virginia
police agencies harmful to the public
interest? That’s a question that could

be put to judges across the commonwealth,
if the Virginia Freedom of Information Ad-
visory Council approves a proposal consid-
ered last week by
one of its subcom-
mittees.

“The mechanism
that the subcom-
mittee is exploring
at this point is the
one that places the
burden on the pe-
titioner,” said Craig
Fifer, chairman of
the council’s
Criminal Investigative Records Subcommit-
tee. “The burden would be on the petitioner
to explain why the record would be
needed.”

During a meeting in Richmond last week,
members of the subcommittee considered

a bill introduced earlier this year by state
Sen. John Edwards (D-21) of Roanoke. His
bill would have allowed access in cases that
are no longer under investigation, although
he offered a compromise provision during
the subcommittee meeting that would al-
low people seeking documents to go before
a judge. Unlike most other states, Virginia
law gives police agencies broad discretion

to deny access to a
wide array of
documents. That
means victims of
crime and the gen-
eral public are rou-
tinely denied ac-
cess to documents
widely available
elsewhere— re-
gardless of what
the case is about,

and regardless of whether the case is open
or closed.

“There’s no identifiable public policy rea-
son to maintain confidentiality of records
after a public criminal proceeding is over,”
Edwards said. “I’m reminded that Truman

Capote wrote ‘In Cold Blood’ well after the
trial was over.”

“Other than people out there who want
to write books like Truman Capote, I don’t
think we’ve heard a compelling need for
this,” said Alexandria Commonwealth’s At-
torney Randy Sengel. “It’s designed to ad-
dress a problem that really doesn’t exist, and
it would create a situation that’s much
worse than what we have today.”

POLICE CHIEFS, prosecutors and sheriffs
from across Virginia showed up at the sub-
committee meeting to oppose Edwards bill
and his compromise effort. When the floor
was opened for comments, speaker after
speaker came out against the effort to in-

crease transparency. They said incident re-
ports were raw and unedited documents full
of accusations and opinions that would re-
veal police operations to criminals. Open-
ing these documents for public review, op-
ponents charged, would create a chilling
effect on victims and witnesses coming for-
ward to share information.

“We’ve got to be very careful about raw
information that’s in all of these files that
can harm reputations, ruin reputations,
damage business and damage society,” said
Danville Police Chief Philip Broadfoot. “All
of that information is just too dangerous to
be released.”

Open-government advocates submitted
written statements and testified before the
subcommittee that the current process is too
secretive. Megan Rhyne, associate director
of the Virginia Coalition for Open Govern-
ment, wrote that records in closed cases
should be presumed open. Hope Amezquita,
legislative counsel for the American Civil
Liberties Union of Virginia, agreed that
opening criminal records for review would

Harmful to the Public?
Open-government advocates clash
with public-safety officials over access.

“Right now people do not
know what is going on in
their communities because
nothing is being released.”

— Ginger Stanley, executive director,
Virginia Press Association

Virginia Press Association executive
director Ginger Stanley, right, waits
to speak in favor of increased trans-
parency while Alexandria
Commonwealth’s Attorney Randy
Sengel, center, waits to speak
against efforts to make police docu-
ments more available.
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By Morton Sherman

Superintendent of Schools

W
e in America have known for
many years that we need to
improve our schools. “A Nation
at Risk” warned in 1983 that

our students were not keeping pace with peers
in other countries. Before that, “Why Johnny
Can’t Read” alarmed the nation in the mid-50’s.

The challenge in trying to improve the qual-
ity of education is to resist pressures to tinker
with processes, administrative structures, strat-
egies, and even architecture.

The No Child Left Behind
Act would have us believe
that test scores are the be
all-end all. With NCLB, I am

reminded of the old saying, “The beatings will
continue until morale improves.” Under NCLB,
schools with poor scores are punished with
sanctions followed by more sanctions, until the
school is crushed under the weight of sanc-
tions.

Accountability and choice, the keystones of
NCLB, must be replaced by a focus on solid

curriculum and skilled
instruction. We don’t
want to duck account-
ability. We embrace our
responsibility to report
publicly on how we are
doing. However, the
way to create a really
great school system is
the old-fashioned way:
simply to place the very

best teachers in every classroom.
This month Alexandria City Public Schools

leadership gathers for the annual Leadership
Academy. The keynote speaker, Dr. Jon Saphier,
says, “Of all the things that are important to
good schools, nothing is as important as the
teacher and what that person knows, believes,
and can do.”

You will hear much in the coming year about
transformation. We at ACPS are committed to
transforming our culture, our systems, even our
beliefs. We will not give up on our kids. We
will find a way to help each child succeed. The
transformation we propose — for all of our
schools — is predicated on these core beliefs:

❖ We move ahead one teacher and one stu-
dent at a time. Individuals and individualized
instruction are key.

❖ We believe that all students can learn, and
all of our students can achieve at higher lev-
els. Likewise, our teachers can achieve at
higher levels.

❖ We need partners in the community.
There are no magic bullets, no panaceas, no

magic carpets. The kind of excellence we seek
will not happen overnight. It will not happen
quickly or without lots of hard work. Teaching
is a demanding profession.

Dr. Saphier, in his book, “The Skillful
Teacher,” points out that virtually no profes-
sional is asked to make as many critical deci-
sions in a day as the classroom teacher. Great
teaching is a talent, and it is also a skill that
can be learned, honed, and perfected.

On Aug. 30, I will welcome over 1,200 teach-
ers and about 2,200 employees, all of whom
have the single purpose of assuring high stu-
dent achievement. My pledge to those employ-
ees will be to celebrate and support them, while
expecting their very best effort for the children
of Alexandria.

Teachers: The Key to Great Education

Commentary

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 13

All Aboard at Model Train Days
Four-year old Spender Blake of Potomac, Md. asks a
questions about being an engineer from model train
owner Tim Costello of Arlington. The fun was all part of
“Model Train Days” at The Lyceum in Old Town Alexan-
dria. Aspiring engineers had the opportunity to learn
about this hobby from members of the Potomac Division
of the National Model Railroad Association who brought
their working HO gauge trains and a state-of-the-art
digital command system to The Lyceum for this special
event. The Lyceum’s next Little Conductors Day in Febru-
ary 2011. Visit www.alexandriahistory.org.
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Health Report
Valuable
To the Editor:

As the retired Health Director
for the Alexandria Health Depart-
ment, I wish to comment and pro-
vide perspective on the recent ar-
ticle in the Alexandria Gazette
Packet on the recently released
health impact study of Mirant’s
Potomac River Generating Station

by the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (ATSDR).

I requested the study in Janu-
ary 2006 because the issue of im-
pacts on health was being raised
by residents near the plant and by
Mayor William Euille and others
representing the City of Alexan-
dria government.

The article makes the statement
that “many” find the report “moot”
(how many is many?). I do share
the frustration that this report took

some four and a half years to be
released even for public comment.
There are at least two reasons why
the report took so long. First, the
science requires a lengthy look,
especially when extra testing was
conducted as well as peer review.
There are usually no easy cut and
dried answers in trying to ascer-
tain the effects of toxics on spe-
cific individuals or small popula-
tions. Second, much of the delay,
in my view, relates to the political
pressure brought to bear by Mirant
on all agencies involved. Minimiz-
ing the pollution and concern
about health effects by suggesting
that a particular power plant is
only part of a regional issue should
not absolve the responsibility of all
major sources that contribute to
the problem.

Is the ATSDR report moot? I am
convinced that the effort made in
this regard contributed in a mean-
ingful way in highlighting the pub-
lic health reasons to clean up an
ancient and outdated coal fired
power plant. My job was to re-
spond to the public health con-
cerns and to seek answers to those
questions. It took a long time, it
may not be as clear as we might
all like, but I think pursuing this
study was important and meaning-
ful.

It is truly remarkable that the
City and Mirant were able to come
to the agreement that obligates
Mirant to major work to upgrade
the plant and to accept strong
oversight from the City. Both par-
ties are to be commended for their
leadership. Most of all, it is the

leadership of concerned residents
who raised the issue and followed
this through that brought about
major changes. It may not have
been all that they sought, but it
will make a difference.

Charles Konigsberg, Jr.,
MD, MPH, Springfield

Diminished
Opportunities
To the Editor:

I am writing to rebut some ob-
servations made by Dan
Whittenburg concerning his 35-
year reunion for the T.C. Williams
Class of 1975 (“Remember the Ti-
tans? – 35th Reunion,” Aug. 5.)

Apparently Mr. Whittenburg has
forgotten what really happened
back in the early 1970s or he’s
decided to go along with the script
of that silly and historically inac-
curate Disney farce of a movie,
“Remember the Titans.”

He mentions his freshman year
of 1971-1972 as the first year of
the court-ordered desegregation of
the Alexandria public schools.
What actually happened was a
consolidation of three high schools
(GW, TC, Hammond) that had al-
ready been integrated several
years earlier. Alexandria phased
out segregation in the early-to-mid
1960s.

We were all brainwashed to be-
lieve that the consolidation plan
of 1971 was the greatest thing that
ever happened. What gets over-
looked is the fact that instead of
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Summer Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Summer Clearance
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Cast Iron Pots

Summer Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Japanese Maples
30-50% Off
Over 75 Varieties

Shredded Hardwood Mulch

$3.39 3 cu. ft.

Flowering Tropicals
50% Off

FREE Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

Landscape Design Services Available
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Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More
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Alexandria Friendship Firehouse
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Seeking a Liberal Religious Home?
Come visit us at Mount Vernon Unitarian Church

where both your heart and mind are appreciated!

Everyone is welcome!
Religious education for children and adults

Award-winning social justice program
Services at 9:30 and 11:15 beginning Sept. 12

(Summer at 10 am only)

www.mvuc.org • 703-765-5950

From Page 12

Letters

See Letters,  Page 14

increasing opportunity for everybody, it
actually limited opportunity for many. In-
stead of the three varsity teams for every
sport, there was now only one. Instead of
three student body presidents there was
now only one, etc. Does this sound like in-
creasing opportunity for the average per-
son?

The new policy of busing kids across the
city for social engineering purposes became
the order of the day. The reaction to this
policy saw some move out of the city or turn
to private schools. Some families declined
to consider moving here in the first place.

Many were forced to stay in the public
school system but were marginalized. The
feeling of the neighborhood school was lost.
Big was not necessarily better. Too many
people became lost in the shuffle. This was
the true historical legacy of the controver-
sial consolidation plan of 1971.

Gregory G. Paspatis
T.C. Williams Class of 1978

are above average, are 12 city schools – two
more than last year – failing to make “ad-
equate yearly progress” not considered
cause for alarm.

Instead, political leaders perfunctorily
wring their hands and hope for orange
“teacher endorsed” stickers, the superinten-
dent transforms failing schools by playing
a musical chairs-type shell game of moving
around boxes or organization charts, and
teaching staff are supplanted by gimmicks
such as “individual development plans.”

As a graduate of the smallest public high
school in the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, I can appreciate how the largest pub-

lic high school in the Commonwealth of
Virginia has a lot of opportunity to group
students by aptitude and learning style; but
until Alexandria can bring itself to replace
its current superintendent with a Michelle
Rhee type who isn’t afraid to let go of
underperforming educators and really
shake up the status quo, “adequate yearly
progress” under “no child left behind” will
continue to elude Alexandria’s failing pub-
lic school system.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Alexandria

Shake Up
Status Quo
To the Editor:

Only in Alexandria, where all the children
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Everything You Ever Wanted to
Know About the Catholic Church

but were Afraid to Ask!

Blessed Sacrament Church
1427 W. Braddock Rd  •  Alexandria

Our RCIA* Classes are
just what you’re looking for!
Don’t wait another year!
Classes meet Wednesdays, 7-8:30 pm
starting September 8

For more info:
Susan Doyle 703.998.6100, x12
or bscc_dre@yahoo.com

• Catholic?  Need to update your Faith?
• Non-Catholic? Interested in learning more?

Alexandria–Old Town
1315 King Street
703-299-9499

King Street between West & Payne St

• Nearby and open 24/7
• No risk, no hassles - pay monthly
• FREE instruction and workout plan
• Stae-of-the-art training equipment
• 30-day money-back guarantee

Limit one per household. No cash value. Access
card fee, other fees and some restrictions may
apply. Valid only for local residents on first visit
at participating clubs. ©2009 Snap Fitness, Inc.

Hurry, offer valid for first 50 new members
Offer expires September 30, 2010

Save $149

ENROLLMENT
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Limit one per household. No cash value. Access
card fee, other fees and some restrictions may
apply. Valid only for local residents on first visit
at participating clubs. ©2009 Snap Fitness, Inc.

Hurry, offer valid for first 50 new members
Offer expires September 30, 2010

Get Faster, Better Results
3 Personal

Training
Sessions

$99
Stop by, call or visit

www.snapfitness.com
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Add Inspector
General
To the Editor:

Your item, “Consultant Mystery”
(August 19-25), raises additional
concerns.

Kudos to Councilwoman Alicia
Hughes for asking, during the bud-
get process in April, how much
money does the city spend on con-
sultants.

“Thumbs down” to Budget Di-
rector Bruce Johnson for produc-
ing a “list of spending totals for
general categories” and nothing
else because “... a list of specific
contracted services was unavail-
able.” This information will not be
available until November because
Mr. Johnson says, “the accounting
system currently in place lacks a
description of what services were
delivered.”

Huh? Why should an account-
ing system hold “service delivery”
information? After budget/ac-
counting approvals are obtained,
Program Offices, not accounting or
budget offices, are where details
of outside services performance
are arranged, managed and ac-
counted for. Adding additional re-
porting sets yet another costly
layer of detail reporting for pro-

gram managers, administrative
editing, and computer inputting.

Besides, “services delivered” in-
formation should already be avail-
able via the thorough, almost year-
long, program office review pro-
cess that budget staff conducts (or
used to conduct) each budget de-
velopment cycle.

If not now available directly in
Mr. Johnson’s office, Ms. Hughes’
question would have been com-
pletely answered by the City Man-
ager simply sending an e-mail to
his Program Heads, having them
list their consultants (and program
support contractors, we hope) by
contract purpose, name, address,
amount awarded, duration, and (if
wanted, although not asked by Ms.
Hughes) a short blurb of results
under each contract.

The e-mail approach was taken
by award-winning City Manager
Vola Lawson during my Budget
and Fiscal Affairs Advisory Com-
mittee tenure when we explored
a then “hot button” issue: We
asked for the top two or three
planned results or budgeted objec-
tives of all non-administrative City
offices. The offices operating Fed-
erally funded programs answered
within days; City-funded programs
took a bit longer. This e-mail ap-
proach worked simpler and faster,

and was less costly, than the in-
formation collection effort under-
way now.

So why the inadequate initial
astonishingly long time to re-
spond, and the chosen approach
to formalize the response to a bud-
get question expensively into the
accounting system forever and
ever?

Your last sentence quotes Mr.
Johnson’s revealing answer: “We
are going to be spending a lot of
time focusing on what we are get-
ting from the consultants ... That
seems to be the heart of the politi-
cal issue.” (Oh?)

Mr. Johnson’s new focus, and
the lengthy and convoluted ap-
proach our City Manager has cho-
sen to respond, all should be at the
heart of Council’s follow-up of Ms.
Hughes’ simple question. Should
Council reinstate its Inspector
General position?

Stephen Newman
Alexandria

‘Drive-By’ Giving
To the Editor:

It’s August, and I’m cleaning out
our closets, getting ready for back-
to-school. If you’re doing the same,

If you do not
get The
Alexandria
Gazette
Packet
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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2391 South Dove Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.299.5044
www.petsage.com

Holistic Therapies • Natural Foods • Eco-friendly Products

15 Years of Wisdom
Diet Counseling • Herbalists on Staff

Individualize Your Pet’s
Health Care and Nutrition

From Page 14

Letters to the Editor

and maybe cleaning out your own closet
to make room for a few of the latest fall
fashions, please consider making a dona-
tion of your nicer, gently used clothes to
the Twig Thrift Shop.

To make giving fast and convenient, we
are going to be accepting “drive-by” dona-
tions along the curb in front of the Twig
Thrift Shop on Saturday, Aug. 28, from 9
a.m. until 11 a.m. We are across from Christ
Church, next door to the South Austin Grill.
Look for the ladies in the green aprons.

We’ll unload your trunk and you won’t
even have to get out of your car.

For 10 years I’ve been a member of the
Twig, which is the Junior Auxiliary of Inova
Alexandria Hospital. We’ve given over $2.5
million to the hospital for things such as
the electronic infant monitoring security
system; a dedicated stroke unit in the ER;
and the 16-bed telemetry unit called the
Twig Pavillion, which allows patients to
move out of the ER and into comfortable
private rooms while being held for obser-
vation. So you see, your donations have a
direct impact on our community.

The Twig Thrift Shop, at 106 North Co-
lumbus Street, enjoys a reputation for car-
rying upscale items, and so we depend on

fashionable women and men in Alexandria
to make generous donations. Unfortunately,
we no longer resell children’s items, but we
appreciate donations of nicer men’s and
women’s clothes, designer handbags, and
finer housewares.

Thank you for your consideration, I hope
to see some of you on Saturday morning,
Aug. 28. Until then, enjoy the final days of
summer!

Cassie McLaughlin

Accident’s Aftermath
To the Editor:

I have a very sad story that I hope will
have a bright spot that will make a differ-
ence in two girls’ lives. Please take a few
minutes and open your heart as you read
this.

On July 31, 2010 at approximately 5 p.m.,
two innocent people were killed in a traffic
accident in Orange County, Virginia. The
deaths of Dale and Shirley Ann Parrott are
very sad, but that is just the beginning of
this story. Shirley Ann had twin 17-year-old
daughters, Sarah and Rebecca Gaunt. The
girls lived in Charlottesville, Va. with their
mother and stepfather. They are the twin
sisters of my very best friend, Stu Ellis, Jr.

Opinion

On that Saturday, Shirley Ann and Dale had
just dropped off the girls with their father
to spend the weekend with him. On their
way home, a woman crossed the center line
and killed both of them.

Not only did the accident happen three
days before the twins’ 18th birthday, it was
also four weeks before they were to begin
their freshman year at Radford University.
In order for the girls to attend college, Dale
agreed to co-sign loans to pay the girls’ tu-
ition and expenses at Radford. After the
accident, the lender pulled back the loans
because of his death. I feel certain the girls
will be able to qualify for programs to as-
sist them with tuition, but it cannot be done
before the beginning of the school year.

If we can get just 1,600 people to send
$10, we can pay for a semester of college
for each of the girls. I am asking all my
friends to open your hearts and send $10
to help these girls (the cost will be about
$16,000 total). These girls and my best
friend have lost their mother and stepfa-
ther. Please help me to make sure they don’t
lose the opportunity to begin college with
their friends as well. These are two more
innocent victims of this crash and together,
we can help make their life a little better.
Friends have opened an account at a local
Credit Union with a beginning balance of
$1000; if just 1,500 more people help out,
we can make a huge difference in Sarah and
Rebecca’s lives.

You can make your check for $10 or more
to Sarah Gaunt and Rebecca Gaunt and mail
it to Member One Federal Credit Union, PO
Box 12288 Roanoke VA 24024-2288 such
that it is received by Aug. 27. Any remain-
ing funds will be used to open a scholar-
ship in Shirley Ann’s name at Radford. The
credit union will place the money in the
account for the girls.

A link to the obituary of Shirley Ann &
Dale is here: http://tinyurl.com/2c3cqdm

Thank you for your time and consider-
ation.

By Christine Candio

CEO, Inova Alexandria Hospital

J
oanne suffered with chronic pain for
nearly 10 years. The pain was so in-
tense at times that she could not

even stand up or walk. It wasn’t until she
visited the physicians and staff at Inova Al-
exandria Hospital that she finally found
‘hope’ in dealing with her condition. Our
team was able to properly diagnose and
treat her health issue quickly. Now, Joanne
is not only able to stand but she can walk
several miles a day.

Inova Alexandria Hospital has long been
acknowledged locally and nationally for
delivering quality healthcare to our patients.
This high level of care is made possible only
through the efforts of our physicians, staff
and employees. It is the team approach to
patient-centered care that has made our rec-

ognition possible.
Did you know that

Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal is among an elite
group of approximately
300 hospitals out of
nearly 5,000 hospitals
across the country to be
identified as providing

excellent clinical care? This recognition has
real benefits for the patients we serve, too.
Hospitals that are distinguished for the out-
standing care they deliver are less likely to
cause in-hospital complications, compared
to patients at other facilities. It also con-
firms that when you seek treatment at our
hospital, you are receiving care at a world-
class facility that puts patient safety and
quality first.

We are also proud of our hospital’s Stroke
team. Due to their efforts the hospital was

recertified by the Joint Commission as a
Primary Stroke Center. This indicates that
the hospital’s services provide patients with
the best chance of survival, minimizing the
results of a stroke and improving recovery.
Inova Alexandria Hospital was one of the
first hospitals in Northern Virginia to be
designated as a Primary Stroke Center.

We’d also like to mention the distinction
earned by the Cancer Center. The Inova
Alexandria Hospital Cancer Center earned
an Outstanding Achievement Award by the
American College of Surgeons Commission
on Cancer. To earn this award, the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons examined the Can-
cer Center’s delivery of care, clinical ser-
vices, community outreach and many other
areas. It determined that our cancer pro-
gram set the standard for cancer programs
throughout the nation, which is a phenom-
enal accomplishment.

It is quite a feat for our physicians and
employees to earn the distinctions men-
tioned above and many other accolades,
which is why we celebrated our commit-
ment to excellence at a special gathering
Aug. 25.

We want our community to know that
when our team comes to work at Inova Al-
exandria Hospital, we have the unique op-
portunity to affect the lives of many. We
understand that our commitment to deliv-
ering compassionate, quality care, has a
long-lasting impact on our patients and
community.

This is why we strive to be the best each
day. We want Inova Alexandria Hospital
along with our sister hospitals to continue
to be your first choice when for healthcare.
For more information about the awards
listed above and other honors visit
inova.org/alexandria-awards.

Our Commitment to the Community Is Quality Care

Rebecca,
Stu and
Sarah at
their
high
school
gradua-
tion
cer-
emony in
June.

Lauren Elisabeth Smith
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3610 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302 703-379-5800

Premium Paint
Natura & Aura

*Retail Only.

$5.00 OFF*
GO GREEN!

FREE Drop Cloth
& Sanding Sponge

GINA ZIEGLER:
What do you love about Alexan-
dria?

Old Town Alexandria is a fantastic walk-
ing city. Everything that I love to do is ac-
cessible by foot. Incredible restaurants,
great shopping, beautiful exercise paths —
the town seems to be focused around
wellbeing and having fun. I feel very fortu-
nate to live here!
What “insider’s tip” about Alexan-
dria would you share with a
friend?

Some of my favorite cities have open air
markets, and Old Town Alexandria is no
exception. Great vendors, fresh local pro-
duce and a great way to have coffee with
many of your neighbors. A very social scene.

Eating and drinking is one of my favorite
pastimes ... some of my favorite local spots
in Old Town are:

For a great glass of wine, cheese, or a light
nosh ... Grape and Bean is the neighbor-
hood hot spot!

If you have something to celebrate and

want it to be memorable, Restaurant Eve is
the place to be. The interior is stylish and
very unique! The fine dining is not to be
missed.

If you are longing for Paris and some de-
licious crepes, Fontaine’s will make you feel
like you are there. Warm and wonderful are
Kyong and her staff.

Jump on the trolley and head to the Tast-
ing Room for the best mussels you have ever
had! Connected to the Lorien Hotel, the
Tasting Room is funky with an industrial
feel and the perfect place for drinks with
friends.
What advice would you give a new
resident on how to make them-
selves at home and get involved
here in Alexandria?

My advice for a new resident is to come
and see all of us at The Enchanted Florist.
We love our new neighbors and can’t wait
to hook them up with our favorite restau-
rants, shops, salons, etc. We take great pride
in our town and love to share all it has to
offer!

Ziegler is a co-owner of the Enchanted Florist as
well as a resident of Old Town.

From Page 9

Insiders Tips: Alexandria

From Page 5

From Page 7

Alexandria

Insider

Jefferson Davis, and now his eponymous
small area plan here in Alexandria could
spark a few skirmishes in the city’s western
theater.

❖ Civil War Stories: Planning will con-

clude for the sesquicentennial of an armed
conflict that some insist calling the War of
Northern Aggression. Many Alexandria
landmarks are locations that will highlight
people and events from the bloody 1860s.
How should the city commemorate the war?

— Michael Lee Pope

What’s Ahead for Alexandria

Board Leads Public Schools
ern Colorado. She began her career in education

as a teacher in Chicago, moving to Alexandria in
the late 1960s to accept a position teaching third
grade at Charles Houston Elementary School. In
1987, she became an administrative intern at Cora
Kelly Elementary School and Ramsay Elementary
School. From 1989 to 1996, she was principal of

Lyles-Crouch Elementary School. From 1996 to
2001, she was principal at Jefferson-Houston El-
ementary School. Then she moved to the central
administrative building on Beauregard Street to
work with the division’s retirement incentive pro-
gram. She is currently an academy leader for
grades one to five at the Community Academy
Public Charter School in Washington, D.C.

Leadership is
the ability to
get men to do
what they
don’t want to
do and like it.

—Harry S
Truman
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703.768.8143
www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

The Meehan Team
Over 60 years combined experience

703-360-4805
Serving Virginia, Maryland, Metro DC & West VA

Alex/Stratford Landing

$579,900
Charm galore in this lovely 5
bedroom, 3 full bath, Mount
Vernon home in walking dis-
tance to the GW Pkwy bike
paths and Potomac. Beautiful
hardwood floors, raised

hearth fireplace, expanded and remodeled kitchen, Trex deck, yard bor-
ders parkland.

Arl/Odyssey Condominium $799,000
Walls of glass and beautiful views in this
gorgeous 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath condo in
popular Odyssey between Courthouse and
Rosslyn Metros. 1,635 sq feet, gourmet
kitchen with Wolf, Subzero, Bosch, Viking
appliances. Full-
size washer/
dryer, two balco-
nies. Luxury at
its best. Open
Sunday. Call
703-360-4805.

Alexandria/Ft Belvoir $330,000
Beautiful living and value plus in this three
level townhouse with 3 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, 1-car garage, gourmet kitchen, deck,
family room. Built in 2001.

Steve & Christy Meehan, Joe Bavaria, Colleen Pavlick

Home Sales

Copyright 2010 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

July 2010

$395,000 ~ $270,000

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
4910 29TH RD S #3321 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ARLINGTON ..... $395,000 ... Attach/Row Hse .................. FAIRLINGTON VILLAGE
5092 DONOVAN DR #450 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $390,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..... CONDOS AT CAMERON BLVD
10 CARRIAGE HOUSE CIR ........... 2 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $387,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................. COLONIAL HEIGHTS
4951 BRENMAN PARK DR #409 .... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $385,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .............................. MAIN STREET
5417 WYCKLOW CT ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $382,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................... HOLLAND TOWNE
5408 WYCKLOW CT ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................... HOLLAND TOWNE
1200 BRADDOCK PL #611 ........... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $379,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ................... BRADDOCK PLACE
2516 STEVENS ST N ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $375,000 ... Detached ....... 0.18 ...................... SHIRLEY FOREST
1317 ABINGDON DR E #5 ........... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $360,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ...................... HARBOR TERRACE
2501 LESLIE AVE .......................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $357,720 ... Duplex .......... 0.06 ............... ABINGDON/ DEL RAY
1511 ORONOCO ST #3-6 ............. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $357,500 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................................. COLECROFT
3532 WILSON AVE ........................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $345,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ................................. LYNHAVEN
501 SLATERS LN #1110 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $342,250 ... Other ........................................... MARINA TOWERS
3545 MARTHA CUSTIS DR #909-35 ... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $335,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................... PARKFAIRFAX
2905 DINWIDDIE ST S ................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ARLINGTON ..... $329,000 ... Townhouse .......................... FAIRLINGTON VILLAGE
2050 JAMIESON AVE #1107 ........ 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $325,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
1473B VAN DORN ST N #1473B .. 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $315,000 ... Townhouse .................... PARKSIDE AT ALEXANDRIA
1107 PITT ST N #1A .................... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $312,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .............................. CANAL PLACE
1405 VAN DORN ST #1405A ....... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $311,000 ... Townhouse .................... PARKSIDE AT ALEXANDRIA
520 JOHN CARLYLE ST #308 ....... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $310,900 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .... CONDOS AT CARLYLE SQUARE
5240 MARIS AVE #5240 .............. 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $307,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ......... PARKSIDE AT ALEXANDRIA
1469N VAN DORN ST #1469A ..... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $306,000 ... Townhouse .................... PARKSIDE AT ALEXANDRIA
171 SOMERVELLE ST #301 ......... 1 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $305,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................... CAMERON STATION
3382 GUNSTON RD #737-33 ....... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $300,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................... PARKFAIRFAX
181 REED AVE E #303 ................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $300,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors .................................. PRESTON
46 GARDEN DR ............................. 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $295,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.09 ........................ DUKE GARDENS
200 PICKETT ST N #311 .............. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $290,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .................................. HALLMARK
5681 RAYBURN AVE ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $285,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .... WESTRIDGE OF ALEXANDRIA
5140 MARIS AVE #301 ................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $282,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........... ALEXANDRIA OVERLOOK
805 HOWARD ST N #428 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $280,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. THE PLAZA
322 WESMOND DR....................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $279,900 ... Atth/Row Hse .... 0.04 ................................. LYNHAVEN
3106 VALLEY DR #202-31 ........... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $275,000 ... Townhouse .......................................... PARKFAIRFAX
309 YOAKUM PKWY #1507 ......... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $275,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ....... WATERGATE AT LANDMARK
321 WESMOND DR....................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $270,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................. LYNHAVEN

By Julia O’Donoghue

Gazette Packet

N
orthern Virginia and the Washington
D.C. area have probably already seen
the bottom of the local real estate mar-
ket, according to a mid-year report on

local housing trends.
Across the D.C. area, home prices were higher

during the first half of 2010 than during the first six
months of 2009, according to the data collected by
Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc. and
Delta Associates.

The number of days a D.C. area home sits on the
market before selling has also declined over the past
year, according to the report.

The real estate recovery is particularly robust in
Northern Virginia.

The average price of a home for sale in Fairfax
County or the City of Alexandria jumped 7.9 per-
cent from the first half of 2010 to the first half of
2009. Arlington County houses posted an increase
of 13.5 percent, significantly higher than the aver-
age D.C. regional increase of 4.2.

Arlington also had the highest median home price
of any locality in the metropolitan area, followed by
the City of Alexandria and Fairfax County.

Montgomery County, Md. — typically considered
Northern Virginia’s biggest rival for local residents
— saw a decline of 0.3  percent in housing prices
from one year to the next.

According to the report, Northern Virginia has had
stronger and faster job growth than Maryland in re-
cent months. The Northern Virginia housing market
also dropped off earlier on in the recession than
Maryland’s, which could also account for Northern
Virginia’s faster recovery.

In spite of the higher prices, Washington-area
homes spent fewer days on the market than they were
a year ago.

During the first half of 2009, houses usually sat on
the market for three months before selling. Now, they
are purchased — on average — in just under two
months.

Local houses have not moved this quickly since
2006, according to the report.

The Washington housing market is performing
better than those in most the country’s other major
metropolitan areas.

While the D.C. region has seen an increase in home
prices, the National Association of Realtors has re-
ported that there is a national decline in housing
prices.

The D.C. region’s economy has been particularly
strong over the past decade and has contributed to
keeping the housing market afloat, according to the
report.

From 2000 to 2009, the Washington area gained
more new jobs each year than the nation’s other
major metropolitan markets. The D.C. region also
has the lowest unemployment rate of 12 largest
metropolitan areas in the country.

While most other markets lost jobs over the past
12 months, the Washington region added 13,200
payroll employment positions during that time.  Ac-
cording to the report, many of these jobs are expected
to be located in Northern Virginia, rather than D.C.
or Maryland.

The D.C. region has mostly likely weathered the
recession better than other metropolitan hubs because
of an increase in spending by the federal government.
Many of the new local jobs created in the last year
are with the government and not a reflection of local
private sector growth, according to the report.

Real Estate on Road to Recovery
D.C. regional market rebounds ahead of national sales.

Alexandria

Insider
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See Calendar,  Page 23

Places To Go, People To Meet, Things To Do

Planning

Ahead

September 2010
SEPT. 7
Annual Doggie Day Swim. 4-7 p.m.

At the Old Town Pool, 1609 Cameron
St., Alexandria.  (Rain Date:
Wednesday, Sept. 8). There is a
nominal fee for dog admission. All
dogs should wear current vaccination
tags or proof of vaccinations must be
shown. Call 703-746-5447 or e-mail
jannie.wray@alexandriava.gov.

SEPT. 11-12
8th Alexandria Festival of the

Arts. Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. In Old
Town from Washington St. to the
unit block of King St. Cosponsors:

City of Alexandria and
Howard Alan
Productions. Call 703-
746-5418 or visit 8th
Annual Alexandria

Festival of the Arts.
Visitalexandriava.com

SEPT. 17
Supper Under the Stars. 5-7:30 p.m.

King St. Gardens Park, 1806 King St.,
Alexandria. Featuring the music of Al
Williams & Friends, and cuisine from
Mango Mikes Restaurant. Sponsors:
Old Town Professional Business
Association. Call Carol Suplee 703-
969-6820 or David Martin at 703-
683-0333 or e-mail
david@goldworksusa.com

SEPT. 18
Alexandria Story Festival. 10 a.m.

to 1 p.m. Jefferson Houston School
Ball Field, 1501 Cameron St.,
Alexandria. Sponsor: Wright To
Read. Contact Leigh Hoyer 703-299-
9855 or e-mail
hoyer@wrighttoread.org.

SEPT. 18-19
18th-Century Colonial Market and

Fair at Mount Vernon. More than
70 juried artisans demonstrate their
crafts and sell their wares, with
Colonial music, entertainment,
including fire-eaters and grave
robbers, and hearty food. George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Sept. 18-19. Call 703-780-
2000 or visit www.mountvernon.org.
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Del Ray Halloween Parade

Historic Garden Week
Home tour
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SEPT. 25
Paws in the Park. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Montgomery Park. 901 N. Royal St.,
Alexandria. Sponsor: Old Town
North Community Partnership.
Contact Elizabeth Frommer at 703-
835-8066 or e-mail
efrommer@mreproperties.com.

SEPT. 25
Annual Tour of Historic

Alexandria Homes. Saturday,
Sept. 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tour
some of the city’s most beautifully
restored and decorated homes. Old
Town. Call 703-683-5544 for
information, 703-461-9492 for
tickets or visit www.thetwig.org.

SEPT. 25
Seaport Day 2010. Sept. 25 from

noon to 4 p.m. Celebrate the city’s
seaport heritage with model-boat
building, boat rides, food and
exhibits. At Seaport Center at the
Torpedo Factory, Robinson Terminal,
2 Duke Street. Free. Sponsored by
Bittersweet Snack Shak and Potomac
Riverboat, Waterfront Weiners, and
Barkley Square Gourmet Dog Treats.
Call 703-549-7078 or visit
www.alexandriaseaport.org.

SEPT. 26
Dash For Dad!  8 a.m. 10K to Fight

Prostate Cancer. Eisenhower Avenue,
206 Swamp Fox Rd, AMC Theater
Parking Lot. Sponsor: National
Prostate Cancer Coalition. Call Tracy
Amish 202-303-3111 or e-mail
tracy@zerocancer.org.

SEPT. 26
Old Town Doggie Walk. 9 to 11 a.m.

Old Town area (orderly sidewalk
walk). Cosponsors: Capitol Heel, the
Alexandria Health Department and
the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria. For information, call
Robert Mahoney at 703-836-7643, e-
mail bobby@capitol-heel.com, or
visit www.doggewalke.com

October 2010
OCT. 1-3
Mount Vernon Estate’s Wine

Festival and Sunset Tour.
Features live entertainment, re-
enactments, and tours of seldom-
open wine cellar vaults. This evening
event celebrates the history of wine
making by the founding fathers. Set
for Oct. 1-3 from 6-9 p.m. Advance
tickets suggested. $30. Call 703-780-
2000 or visit www.mountvernon.org.

OCT. 2
Art on the Avenue. Multicultural arts

festival celebrating diversity through
the arts in the Potomac West
community. Artists and artisans of all
kinds discuss and demonstrate their
work. Also features tastings from
restaurants and musical
performances. Mount Vernon Avenue
from Bellefonte to Hume Avenue.
Saturday, Oct. 2, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Free. For information, call Pat Miller
at 703-683-2570 or e-mail
pmiller1806@comcast.net.

OCT. 2

YMCA Alexandria “Get Your Move
ON” 5k Run. 8 a.m. to noon.
Eisenhower Ave. at the Cameron Run
Great Wave Pool Park. Sponsor:
YMCA Alexandria. Contact: Melissa
Gaskins at 703-838-8085 or e-mail at
mgaskins@ymcadc.org.

OCT. 9
The Charity Charge 5k. 8 a.m. to 4

p.m. At Eisenhower Ave. at the
Cameron Run Great Wave Pool Park.
Sponsor: Gifts in Kind International.
Contact Colleen Clark at 703-299-
7554 or e-mail
cclark@giftsinkind.org

OCT. 10
George Washington Birthday 10K

Classic. 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. At
Eisenhower Avenue. Sponsor: George
Washington Birthday Celebration
Committee. Call 703-991-4474 or
visit washingtonbirthday.org.

OCT. 14-17
Northern Virginia Fashion Week.

At Waterfront Park, 1A Prince St.
(Schedule varies). Sponsor: NOVA
Fashion Week. Call Tianthony
Andrew Roby at 800-900-7501 ext.
43 or e-mail at
Andrew@novafashionweek.com

OCT. 16
Family Fall Festival. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Armistead Booth Park, 520 Cameron
Station Blvd., Alexandria. Sponsor:
City of Alexandria. Call the Events
Hotline at 703-746-5592 or the Special
Events Office at 703-746-5418.

OCT. 16
Craft Sale at Hollin Hall Senior Center

on Saturday, Oct. 16 from 9 a.m.-2
p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. Over 30
crafters, silent auction, bake sale,
lunch and more will be featured.
Free. 703-765-4573.

OCT. 17
Bishop Ireton 5k Fun Run. 9 a.m. to

11 a.m. Eisenhower Ave. at the
Cameron Run Great Wave Pool Park.
Sponsor: Bishop Ireton Booster Club.
For information contact Bill Simmons
at 751-212-5169 or e-mail at
kellerj@bishopireton.org.

OCT. 23
Walk to Fight Breast Cancer. 8:30

a.m. Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria.
206 Swamp Fox Rd, AMC Theater
Parking Lot. Sponsor: INOVA
Foundation/ Office on Women. Call
703-746-3213 or e-mail
angela.johnson@alexandriava.gov

OCT. 23-24
Fall Harvest Family Days at George

Washington’s Gristmill, on State
Route 235, near Route 1. Oct. 23-24,
from 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. Create cornhusk
dolls, learn about candle-making and
see how the gristmill works. An on-
site bake sale will offer fresh-baked
goods, sandwiches and beverages.
Free. Call 703-780-2000 or visit
www.mountvernon.org.

OCT. 24
Salvation Army 125th
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G PIZZERIA PARADISO

Opening this fall. Award winning Chef Ruth Gresser brings

her prized Neapolitan pizza from D.C to Alexandria.

124 King Street, (no local phone yet). www.eatyourpizza.com

New Restaurants The Wanderer may seem

old and staid in his epicurean tastes, but he is not. In fact, his

palate varies widely. He is extremely loyal to his favorites, of

course, but is always excited by the new twists in town. Follow

the brim of his straw hat and bulging waistline through town

during these (hopefully last) dog days of summer to find some

delicious new arrivals. The diet begins soon.

A COLUMBIA FIREHOUSE

A beautifully preserved piece of Old Town offers sumptu-

ous dining on 4 levels, an atrium and an outdoor patio.

The raw bar, homemade charcuterie and sausages,

farmstead cheese plate, Maine mussels — all encourage

shared plates. An incredible beer and cocktail selection.

109 S. St Asaph Street, 703 683-1776.

www.columbiafirehouse.com

F RED ROCKS

PIZZA NAPOLETANA

Opened 8/14. Wonderful authentic

Neapolitan pizza with ingredients

imported from Italy. The thin crust

personal pizza is baked in an au-

thentic wood-fired brick oven. With

an extensive beer menu and party

room, it’s sure to become a neigh-

borhood destination.

904 King Street, 703 717-9873.

www.redrocksdc.com

C PETITE FONTAINE

SALAD & CO

Roasted beets, white beans, avocados,

and a beautiful selection of fresh fruits

make designing a salad an art form. Look

for soups when the temperatures drop.

119 S. Royal Street, 703 535-8151.

www.fontainecaffe.com

B YVES BISTRO

New, but with 30 years of experi-

ence—owner Yves Courbois is the

original founder of Au Pied de

Cochon in Georgetown. Traditional

French Bourgeois cooking including

Coq au Vin, Beef Burgundy.

Ask about the pre-dinner special

offered from 4:30-6:30pm.

235 Swamp Fox Road,

703 329-1010.

www.yvesbistrova.com

E DELIA’S

MEDITERRANEAN

Family owned Mediterranean

entrees with a contemporary flair.

Try the Halloumi Crostini with the

lamb chops—delicious!

209 Swamp Fox Road,

703 329-0006.

www.deliasbrickovenpizza.com

H MAIZBON AFGHAN GRILL

The stunning atmosphere takes you by surprise

and sets the stage for authentic Afghan fare.

Lunch and Dinner served 7 days.

6244-K Little River Turnpike, 703 914-1700.

www.maizbon.com

J GRASSROOTS STATION &

WIFI COFFEE BAR

Coming soon! An organic, vegetarian

restaurant and wifi coffee bar using

locally sourced ingredients from

regional farmers. Expect a grand

opening in early September!

535 E. Braddock Road,

703 888-2865.

I CAFÉ NICOLE

Recently opened in the former

Sarge’s location by a local barista

and her dad. This is already a

popular family affair—sandwiches,

salads and wraps keep folks coming

back to this gem in Parker Gray.

1125 Queen Street, 703 717-9740.

D RED CURRY

Not even a year old, Mai Thai’s partner

is sleek and modern. Try any of the

sushi on an outside table. Special value

offers weekday evenings.

100 King Street, 703 739-9600

www.redcurry.us

Photos by Louise Krafft
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R E S T A U R A N T

(the old Bennigan’s at Landmark)

703-461-0450
www.alleycatalexandria.com

Whole Maine
Lobster
$13.99

with a choice of one side

235 Swamp Fox Road,
Alexandria, VA
703-329-1010

 Open 6:00 am until Midnight
Across from Eisenhower Metro

and the AMC Movie Theater

$1495$1495$1495

Whole Maine
Lobster Dinner
Whole Maine

Lobster Dinner
Whole Maine

Lobster Dinner

New Bistro Serving
Affordable Fine
French Cuisine

New Bistro Serving
Affordable Fine
French Cuisine

Don’t Miss Opera Night!
Live Performances…

Every Month
Reserve now for Sept. 26
Dinner & Wine Included
Gift Certificates Available

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
www.trattoriadafranco.com

Authentic Roman Cuisine
by Award Winning Chef

Franco Abbruzzetti
Summer Specials:

Linguine All Aragosta ~ Lobster Linguine
Cotoletta Di Vitello All Rosmarino ~ Veal chop Italian Style

Insalate Di Pesce Nettuno ~ Seafood Pasta Salad
BUON APPETITO!

See Calendar,  Page 24

Alexandria

Insider

Calendar
From Page 21

Anniversary. 4-6 p.m. Market Square,
301 King St., Alexandria. Sponsor:
The Salvation Army. Contact Cpt.
Ken Argot at 703-836-2427 or e-mail
at
Kenneth.Argot@uss.salvationarmy.org

OCT. 24
14th Annual Del Ray Halloween

Parade. 4 p.m. At Mt. Vernon Ball
Field, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. Sponsor: Delray Business
Association. Call Gayle Reuter at
703-684-3535 or e-mail
gayle.reuter@mail.house.gov

OCT. 30
2nd Annual Ofrenda Parade. 7-7:45

p.m. At Market Square, 301 King St.,
Alexandria. Sponsor: Art Outlet and
Torpedo Factory. Contact Henrik
Sundqvist at 571-214-9994 or e-mail
at info@artoutlet.org.

OCT. 30
Death at the Carlyle House. 9 a.m.

to 11 a.m. At John Carlye House, 121
N. Fairfax St. to the Presbyterian
Church, 321 S. Fairfax St.,
Alexandria. Sponsor: Alexandria’s
Footsteps to the Past. For
information, call Jim Bartlinski at
703-549-2997.

November 2010
NOV. 4-6
Historic Alexandria Antiques

Show & Sale. $15 admission.
Features dealers from around the
country as well as preview party,
appraisals, lecture and tea. At a new
venue this year: The GW Memorial
Masonic Temple. Nov. 4 preview
6:30-9:30 p.m.; Friday 11-8 p.m.;
Saturday 11-6 p.m.; Wine & Cheese
party Saturday 7-10 p.m.; Sunday
noon to 5 p.m. Call 703-549-5811 or
visit www.funside.com.

NOV. 11
Veteran’s Day at George Washington’s

Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens,
Nov. 11 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. In honor
of our nation’s veterans, Mount
Vernon admits free all active duty or
retired military. Visitors are invited
to place a flower at Washington’s
Tomb and join the Sons of the
American Revolution and the
Daughters of the American
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Titan Expo

Revolution at a 2 p.m. wreath-laying
ceremony in honor of our nation’s
veterans. Call 703-780-2000 or visit
www.mountvernon.org.

NOV. 14
Multiple Myeloma Research

Foundation Walk/Run. 9 a.m. to
11 a.m. At Eisenhower Ave., 206
Swamp Fox Rd., AMC Theater
Parking Lot. Sponsor: Multiple
Myeloma Research Foundation. Call
Laura Higgins at 203-652-0238 or
203-229-0464.

NOV. 25
35th Annual Alexandria Turkey

Trot 5 Miler. 10 a.m. At Cora Kelly
Recreation Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.,
Alexandria. Sponsor: Delray Business
Association. Call Paul Coleus at 703-
933-0520 ext. 203 or e-mail
paul@waterfordinc.com.

NOV. 26
Annual City Tree Lighting

Ceremony. 7 p.m. At Market Square,
301 King St., Alexandria. Sponsor:
City of Alexandria. Call the Events
Hotline at 703-746-5592 or the Office

of Special Events at 703-746-5418.

NOV. 26-28
Mount Vernon by Candlelight. Learn

about the Washington family’s
Christmas traditions, meet historic
characters and tour the home by
candlelight. George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens. Nov.
26-28, Dec. 4-5 and Dec. 11-12 and
Dec.18-19 from 5-8 p.m. Adults: $18,
children 11 and under: $12. Call 703-
780-2000. www.mountvernon.org

NOV. 27
Annual Scottish Preview at the

Lyceum, 201 S Washington St., Nov.
27 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Featuring
Scottish culture in Alexandria. This
annual event honors Alexandria’s
Scottish heritage with activities,
performances and demonstrations.
Call 703-838-4994. www.virginia.org

December 2010
MONTH OF DECEMBER

Holidays at Mount Vernon. Nov.
26- Jan. 6. The Washington family’s sea-
sonal entertaining is interpreted daily,

including Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day; themed Christmas Trees, ginger-
bread demonstration, historic chocolate
demonstration. George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens. 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. Call 703-780-2000.

DEC. 4-5
Campagna Center’s 40th Annual

Scottish Christmas Walk
Weekend. 10:30 a.m. Parade
honors Alexandria’s Scottish heritage
with more than 100 Scottish clans
dressed in tartans and playing
bagpipes, living history reenactment
units, dog clubs and antique cars.
Dec. 4, from 9 a.m.-11 p.m. and Dec.
5, from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. Other
Christmas Walk activities include a
Taste of Scotland, sale of greens,
musical performances, children’s
events, Christmas Marketplace.
Parade is free. Call 703-549-0111.
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com or
visit campagnacenter.org.

DEC. 4
Annual Holiday Parade of Boats.

Alexandria’s harbor lights up when
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818 KING STREET, ALEXANDRIA
703.548.8688 • tavernacretekou.com

Recently selected one of

The Best Greek
Restaurants
in America

By Greek America
Magazine

Christos and Denise Papaloizou
Welcome You!

Visit our
beautiful garden!

Regional  Greek Cuisine s ince 1973

Closed Mondays •  Tuesday-Friday 11:30-2:30,  5-10
Saturday 12-10:30 •  Sunday Brunch 11-3;  Dinner  5-9:30

See Calendar,  Page 25

Alexandria

Insider

Calendar
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brightly lit sailing and power leisure boats cruise
along the Potomac River at the City’s historic
waterfront. Saturday, Dec. 4 from 4:30-6:30
p.m. Free. Call 703-838-5005 or visit
www.visitalexandriava.com.

DEC. 4
Holidays on the Avenue. The Del Ray

neighborhood kicks off the holiday season with
its annual holiday tree lighting at the Mount
Vernon Recreation Center Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. Its
luminaria display, with entertainment, stretches
from Commonwealth to Monroe avenues along
Mount Vernon Avenue. 6-9 p.m. Free. Parking
lot at Nick Colasanto Art Center, 2704 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-683-2570 or
visit www.visitdelray.com.

DEC. 4
Ornament Decorating Workshop. Dec. 4 from

1-4 p.m. at the Archaeology Museum, 3rd floor
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St. Decorate an
artifact-shaped, take-home dough ornament.
Free. Reservations suggested. Visit 703-838-
4399.

DEC. 5
Toys for Tots. 1-5 p.m. Lee Center, 1108

Jefferson St., Alexandria. The 36th annual
benefit square and round dance for the United
States Marine Corps’ Reserve Toys for Tots
drive. Donation (per couple) is a new unopened
toy for a minimum $10 contribution. A toy
contribution may be dropped off at the Exhibit
Hall before 3 p.m.  Cosponsors: Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities in
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Alexandria Memorial Day Jazz
Festival of Ft. Ward Park

cooperation with the United States Marine Corps
Reserve. Advertising contributed and program
supported by National Capital Area Square
Dance Leaders Association and Washington Area
Square Dance Cooperative Area.
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Summer Specials

Cold Soup Trio
Cold Salmon Platter

Dover Sole
Frog Legs

Rack of Lamb

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

�

Restaurant
Français

and
Bar

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
for Lunch & Dinner

NEW MENUS
for Lunch / Dinner

Wednesday Nites
All Bottled Wine

Half Off

Alfresco Dining
on our NEW patio

HOURS
Lunch

Sunday 11;30 to 3:00
Tues - Fri 11:00 to 2:30

Dinner
Sunday 4:00 to 8:00

Mon thru Thur 5:00 to 9:00
Fri - Sat 5:00 to 9:30

10 East Glebe Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22305

Chezandree.com
703.836.1404

Alexandria

Insider

See Calendar,  Page 26

Calendar
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Call the Events Hotline at 703-746-5592
or the Special Events office at 703-
746-5418.

DEC. 10-11
Plantation Christmas & Yuletide

Christmas Dinner. Celebrate the
season with a tour of the candle-lit
house, cider by the glowing fire,
open-hearth cooking demonstrations,
and carriage rides. Buffet of Yuletide
fare also available. Gunston Hall
Plantation, 10709 Gunston Road,
Lorton. Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m. and 8
p.m.; Dec. 11, 4:30p.m. , 6:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m. www.gunstonhall.org.
Call 703-550-9220.

DEC. 11
Christmas in Camp Open House.

$2 donation. Learn how the holiday
was observed during the Civil War
with living history interpreters,
period music and light refreshments.
4301 W Braddock Road Dec. 11 from
noon-4 p.m. Call 703-838-4848 or
visit www.fortward.org.

DEC. 11
Alexandria Holiday Cheerleading

Invitational. 11 a.m. At T.C.
Williams High School, 3330 King St.,
Alexandria. Sponsor: Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities. Call 703-746-5407 or e-
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Jane Austen Ball at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum Ballroom.

mail mac.slover@alexandriava.gov.

DEC. 11-12
Historic Alexandria Candlelight

Tours. Enjoy the warmth and
beauty of the holiday season at
festively decorated historic sites in
Old Town Alexandria. Tours are self-
guided and highlight the social,
musical and sentimental aspects of
the holidays in 18th- and 19th-
century Alexandria. Light
refreshments served; trolley
available between sites. Dec. 11-12,
tours are from 5-9 p.m. $20 for
adults, $15 for seniors, and $5 for
children ages 6-17. Call 703-838-

4242 or visit
www.historicalexandria.org.

DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. Family-

oriented, alcohol-free New Year’s
celebration with music, performing
arts and fireworks at midnight. King
and Washington streets and
throughout Old Town. Dec. 31 from
7 p.m.-midnight. Call 703-838-5005.
E-mail
adorman@firstnightalexandria.org or
visit firstnightalexandria.org.

January 2011
JAN. 17
Lee Birthday Celebration. The Lee

Birthday Celebration on Jan. 17
honors Revolutionary War Colonel
“Light Horse Harry” Lee and his son,
Confederate General Robert E. Lee,
with a tour of the house with guides
in period costume. Lee-Fendall
House, 614 Oronoco St. Call 703-
548-1789 or visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

JANUARY
Martin Luther King, Jr. Poster

Contest Exhibition and Awards. A
juried exhibition featuring the
artwork of Alexandria elementary
school students (grades 1-5).
Students’ artwork illustrates the
ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
nonviolent movement. The exhibition
is on display at City Hall through
February. The program is presented
by the Society for the Preservation of
Black Heritage, Inc. and the
Alexandria Black History Museum.
Free. Call 703-838-4356.

February 2011
Black History Month In Alexandria. A

month-long series of events
celebrating the accomplishments and
contributions of African-American
Alexandrians. Alexandria Black
History Resource Center, 638 N
Alfred St. Call 703-838-4356.

FEBRUARY
Walking with Washington. See the

sites associated with George
Washington on this two-hour walking
tour. 301 King St., Market Square.
Sundays in February, 1:30 p.m. Free.
Call 703-838-4399 or visit
www.washingtonbirthday.net.

FEB. 19
George Washington Classic 10K

Race. Feb. 19 at Eisenhower Avenue
east of the Holiday Inn.Rain or shine.
Call 703-991-4474 or visit
www.washingtonbirthday.net.

FEB. 19
Birthnight Banquet & Ball. Feb. 19,

5:30 p.m. Tavern fare, toasts to
George Washington and 18th-century
dancing. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N Royal St. Advance reservations
required. $100 ticket includes
banquet and ball, $50 ticket for ball
entrance only. Call 703-838-4242 or
visit www.washingtonbirthday.net.

FEB. 19
Revolutionary War Encampment.

Feb. 19. Ongoing living history
presentations and Civil War skirmish
reenactment. Fort Ward Park, 4301
W Braddock Road. Free. Call 703-
838-4848.

FEB. 19-20
Breakfast With George
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Alexandria

Insider

Calendar
From Page 25

Washington. Feb. 19-20. Join Gen.
Washington for a sample of his
favorite breakfast, “hoecakes
swimming in butter and honey,”
while supplies last. George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Cost is $15 for adults and
$8 for children. Call 703-780-2000 or
visit www.mountvernon.org.

FEB. 19-21
George Washington Birthday

Celebration weekend Feb. 19-21. A
city-wide celebration for Alexandria’s
favorite son. Call 703-991-4474 or
visit www.washingtonbirthday.net.

FEB. 21
Birthday Celebration at Mount

Vernon. Feb. 21. Admission is free
to George Washington’s home with a
wreath-laying ceremony followed by
musical performances. George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Call 703-780-2000 or visit
www.mountvernon.org.

FEB. 21
George Washington Birthday

Parade. The largest parade
honoring the first president and
Alexandria’s hometown hero features
marching bands, floats, military and
reenactment units, Masonic groups,
equestrian entries, antique cars and,
of course, George and Martha
Washington, throughout Old Town
Alexandria. Monday, Feb. 21 from 1-
3 p.m. Free. Call 703-991-4474 or
visit www.washingtonbirthday.net.

March 2011
Annual Needlework Exhibition.

March 1-31. The largest and most
prestigious needlework exhibit in the
country. View amateur and
professional stitchery at the
plantation George Washington gave
to his granddaughter, Eleanor “Nelly”
Custis Lewis. Woodlawn Plantation,
9000 Richmond Highway, Mount
Vernon. Call 703-220-2082 or visit
www.woodlawn1805.org.

MARCH 6
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration &

Parade. Join the festivities,
including the Fun Dog Show, Classic
Car Competition and the 23rd
Annual Alexandria St. Patrick’s
Parade. Old Town Alexandria. Free.
Call 703-237-2199 or visit
www.ballyshaners.org.

MARCH 20
Swordsmen’s Rendezvous. 11 a.m.-

4:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. See re-
enactments and learn how to handle
a sword. Entry fee. Visitor call 703-
838-4242.

April 2011
Annual Historic Garden Tour of

Alexandria. This tour features a
mix of private and public properties.
Call 703-838-5005 or visit
www.VAGardenweek.org.

Great Rum Punch. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Enjoy
different concoctions while taking part
in an auction. $50/person. Reservations
required. Visit www.gadsbystavern.org
or 703-838-4242.
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Old Town Walled Garden
Club Holiday decorating
contest
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Alexandria Birthday Party
at Oronoco Bay Park

May 2011
Mount Vernon’s Spring Wine

Festival & Sunset Tour. This
elegant evening celebrates the history
of wine and highlights the successes
and failures of our Founding Fathers’
wine-making endeavors. The evening
also features live entertainment,
reenactments and tours of the rarely
open cellar vaults. George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Call 703-780-2000 or visit
www.mountvernon.org.

June 2011
Juneteenth Commemoration.

Juneteenth celebrates the joyous day
in African-American history when
slaves in Texas first learned of their
emancipation. Family-oriented
celebration includes music, reading
of the Emancipation Proclamation,
entertainment and food. 900 block
Wythe St. Free. Call 703-838-4356.

July 2011
An American Celebration at

Mount Vernon — An
Independence Day celebration held
on July 4th. An all-day celebration at
the home of George Washington,
with wreath-laying, the National
Concert Band of America, an 18th-
century style celebration and free
birthday cake for all. George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Call 703-780-2000 or visit
www.mountvernon.org.

U.S. and Alexandria Birthday
Celebration. Observe the 256th
birthday of Alexandria and the
230th birthday of the country with
a concert by the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra, birthday cake,
food and fireworks. Evening
culminates in Tchaikovsky’s “1812
Overture” with the firing of cannon.
Grand finale fireworks. Oronoco
Bay Park, Union and Madison
Streets. Free. Call 703-883-4686 or
visit www.alexsym.org.

Carlyle Housewarming. Music,
refreshments and costumed
interpreters bring Carlyle House
alive, recalling when John Carlyle
and his bride Sarah Fairfax moved
into their newly-built mansion in
1753. Carlyle House Museum and
Historic Park, 121 N Fairfax St. Free.
Call 703-549-2997 or visit
www.carlylehouse.org.

August 2011
Ethnic Festivals in August. Each

festival shares the culture of its
people through entertainment, food
and arts & crafts. Festivals are
coordinated with co-sponsoring
organizations and occur rain or
shine. Irish Festival, Cambodian
Community Day, American Indian
Festival. Call 703-883-4686.

Tavern Day At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum. A day of tavern life with
displays, activities and programs.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N
Royal St. Free. Call 703-838-4242 or
visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

Annual Friendship Firehouse
Festival. See antique fire-fighting
equipment, crafts, displays and live
music with special treats for children.
Food and beverages available. 107 S.
Alfred St. Free. Call 703-838-4994.

 St. Patrick’s Day Parade
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News

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

N
obody involved in the deadly jailbreak
will forget what happened that chilly
January day in 1981, when a 40-year-
old inmate from North Carolina

grabbed a deputy sheriff’s service revolver and be-
gan shooting. Two hours later, 47-year-old Sheriff’s
Deputy William Truesdale was dead after being shot
once in the chest with his own Model 64 Smith and
Wesson .38-calibur revolver. Truesdale was the first
and only Alexandria Sheriff’s Deputy to die in the
line of duty.

“His death is a sharp reminder that on every level,
we the citizens employ a group of people who daily
take chances in order to protect us,” the Alexandria
Port Packet editorialized at the time.

Flash forward a generation later. Alexandria
Sheriff’s Association Vice President Monique Edwards
was walking through a vestibule at the south entrance
of City Hall when she noticed something missing.
There was an elaborate plaque on the west side of
the door marking the names of firefighters who died
in the line of duty. And then she noticed another
plaque honoring police officers who died in the line
of duty on the east side of the vestibule. But nothing
honoring sheriff’s deputies who have given the last
full measure of devotion — Truesdale and future
deputies.

“Of course, we don’t want anyone to be killed in
the line of duty,” said Edwards, who’s worked in the
Sheriff’s Office since 1993. “But if that happens, we
should be ready to honor them in the same way that
firefighters and police officers are honored.”

So she and the Alexandria Sheriff’s Association
went to work, starting a yearlong process of adding

a new plaque to the south entrance of City Hall. She
worked with the city manager’s office and General
Services, moving the process from concept to design
and finally installation. This week, city officials gath-
ered at City Hall for an official unveiling.

“It reminds us that there’s a thin line between or-
der and chaos,” said Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, glanc-
ing at the names of police officers who died in the
line of duty. “These are people who have made the
ultimate sacrifice so that we could live in a free soci-
ety, so it’s appropriate that they are honored here at
City Hall.”

Honoring the Fallen
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne and Alexandria Sheriff’s Association Vice President Monique
Edwards unveil a new plaque at City Hall dedicated to deputy sheriffs who have lost
their lives in the line of duty.

Deputy Sheriff Monique Edwards, right,
spearheaded the yearlong effort to install
the plaque at City Hall.

Officials hope to avoid adding deputies’ names to this
plaque, but they’ll be ready when the time comes.

Photos by Michael Lee Pope/Gazette Packet

Black or White?
Inspired by a group of preservationists who brought a civil rights

lawsuit to protest the demolition of an old school on North Fayette
Street, Del Ray lawyer Ed Ablard appeared in Circuit Court this
week with his own civil-rights complaint. This time the issue wasn’t
preservation of an old building but air quality. Ablard was trying
to get a jury trial for a complaint alleging new Del Ray restaurant’s
gas-fueled smoker will release particulate matter into the air and,
therefore, violate his civil rights.

“With all due respect to Mr. Ablard,” said Assistant City Attor-
ney Chris Sperra, “he does not appear to be African-Ameri-
can.”

“The city wants me to be black to maintain this case,” responded
Ablard. “I’ve been out in the sun all summer, but I’m not doing so
well on that score.”

Ablard explained that he is a senior citizen, one of the groups
at risk of breathing sulfur dioxide emissions from a coal-fired
power plant on the city’s waterfront owned by Atlanta-based en-
ergy company Mirant. As such, he said, he asked the court for the
ability to add Mirant to his complaint. But he won’t have the
chance.

“I don’t doubt your passion in you opposition to this restau-
rant,” said Circuit Court Judge Lisa Kemler. “And I don’t doubt
your concerns as being genuine in terms of air quality.”

But that wasn’t enough to carry the day in court, Kemler ex-
plained dismissed the case.

Restaurant Wars
Is lower King Street reaching a critical mass of surf and turf?

That’s a question that’s been on the agenda of the Old Town Civic
Association for months, with the organization’s leaders express-
ing a concern that the City Council’s approval of new restaurants
could have a detrimental influence on the city’s economy by cre-
ating an imbalance between retailers and restaurants.

“There certainly feels like an imbalance,” said John Goslin,
president of Old Town Civic. “We’re concerned that new restau-
rants along the waterfront could cannibalize existing restaurants
up and down King Street.”

In a series of meetings with city officials, Old Town Civic Asso-
ciation leaders are exploring the issue and examining potential
options. First, the numbers. According to a recent analysis con-
ducted by the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership,
King Street has about 300 retailers and approximately 85 restau-
rants. Goslin said that one option that’s already been established
in other cities is a cap that would prevent new restaurants be-
yond a certain percentage.

“It’s still a work in progress,” said Goslin, adding that the asso-
ciation has not endorsed the idea yet. “It’s something we’re tak-
ing a look at right now.”

High-Tech Old Town
Selling the city is about to become a lot easier, thanks to a high-

tech improvement to the city’s Web site. The kinks are still being
worked out, but officials hope to launch a jaw-dropping new tech-
nology by the end of the year that would use geographic infor-
mation system to create interactive maps of King Street and its
businesses.

“We are really excited about this,” said Stephanie Landrum,
director of the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership.

Imagine the scenario. Economic-development officials are meet-
ing with brokers from out of town who are considering installing
a national retail chain on King Street. Their client wants to be
next to a one-block radius, so the GIS map can show available
retail space next to white-tablecloth restaurants. Then the client
wants to find available locations near metered parking spaces.
Just activate another layer of the map and presto, location of
metered parking spaces are highlighted.

“We want to use these maps to help tell the story of the city,”
said Landrum. “And, of course, put a marketing spin on it.”

Before publicly launching the interactive maps, city officials
need to figure out who will be responsible for continually updat-
ing the information. And Landrum said the unwieldy beta ver-
sion also needs to be simplified for mass consumption. Eventu-
ally, though, they will become invaluable tools for understanding
the city’s economy.

— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria
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Harmful to the Public?
News

From Page 11

encourage accountability of law-enforcement
agencies.

“Right now people do not know what is going on
in their communities because nothing is being re-
leased,” said Ginger Stanley, executive director of
the Virginia Press Association. “This is one of the
highest concerns we have in the press association.”

MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE were not
interested in pursuing the version of Edwards’ bill
as it was introduced earlier this year, which would
have opened up documents in cases that are closed.
But they may be interested in another version of the
effort. During a discussion of allowing a judge to
determine availability, subcommittee member Del.
Morgan Griffith (R-8) suggested a variation on
Edwards’ compromise that would put the burden on
the petitioner rather than the government.

“That’s the only direction I think we could go in to
resolve this,” said Griffith. “I think what Senator
Edwards is trying to get at may not be able to be
reached, but I do think it may be possible to create
some kind of petitioning process.”

Chairman Fifer concluded the meeting by direct-
ing the subcommittee’s staff to prepare a draft of
potential legislation. After the meeting, Fifer was
clear that the preparation of a draft is not necessar-
ily an endorsement of it. Once the draft is completed,
members of the subcommittee will take another look
at language and make a determination on it. If they
endorse the idea, the draft legislation could go be-
fore all members of the Virginia Freedom of Infor-

mation Advisory Council in advance of the
next session of the General Assembly. That
would clear the way for a debate between
open-government advocates and public-safety
officials.

“I believe this is a good first step,” said
Stanley after the meeting concluded. “The idea
of clarifying and coming to some sort of uni-
form understanding throughout the common-
wealth is a laudable goal.”

Yet even in
its amended
form, the ef-
fort is likely
to come un-
der intense
opposition.

“It’s im-
p rac t i c a l , ”
said Sengel
after the
m e e t i n g .
“Frankly, I
just don’t
think that our
court system
can handle
the workload
at this point.
We are al-
ready stretched to the limit with the resources
we have, and I just think this is a lot of poten-
tial litigation we don’t need to be engaging
in.”

By Gale Curcio

Gazette Packet

A
s part of the National Health Center Week
celebration, over 42 Arlandria Health Cen
ter clients used vouchers provided by

ANHSI to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables at
the Farmer’s Market last week.

The clients enjoyed shopping at the market and
market vendors were pleased with the increased
traffic occasioned and wanted to know when it
would be done again.

Jessica Ess, Alexandria Neighborhood Health
Services, Inc.’s nutritionist, and Eduardo Mantilla,
Project Connect staff, were there to answer ques-
tions and guide clients.

Several ANHSI staff members — Doris
Rodriguez, Grace Alvarez, Ana Solis, Themy
Gonzalez, Lineth Zurita, Jessica Sanchez, Naz
Rahman, Maria Munoz, and Pushkar — donned
ANHSI t-shirts and walked from 2 East Glebe to
the market near South Glebe. They were accom-
panied by significant others and their children;
the children enjoyed exploring the nutritious mar-
ket items.

Also in attendance were retired state Del.
Marian Van Landingham and City Council mem-
ber Redelia (“Del”) Pepper.

Later that same week, ANHSI held a Dental
Screening Day for children aged two to 12 years

of age in collaboration with the Colgate Mobile
Screening Van on Thursday, Aug. 12.

This event, part of ANHSI’s celebration of the
National Health Center Week, was held in front of
the Arlandria Health Center’s pediatric clinic. A
total of 31 children benefited from the dental
screenings. The majority of the children had a
positive outcome, in part due to the preventive
care and fluoride treatment provided by the
center’s pediatricians during routine medical
check-ups of children.

Learning about Nutrition

Retired state Del. Marian Van
Landingham meets with some of
Arlandria Health Center clients at the
Farmer’s Market last week.

“We are already
stretched to the limit

with the resources
we have, and I just

think this is a lot of
potential litigation

we don’t need to be
engaging in.”

— Alexandria Commonwealth’s
Attorney Randy Sengel
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Gale Curcio is an independent writer and public relations
consultant in Mount Vernon.

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
La Fromagerie, LLC trading as La 

Fromagerie, 1222 King St, Alexandria, VA 
22314. The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Beer and Wine off 

and on premises and keg license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic beverages. 

Sebastien Tevel, Owner

LEGAL
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 

301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-4688 

====================================
=========================

BZA CASE #2010-0017 
2302 RANDOLPH AVENUE 

R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Lauren Mizerek and Karen Steer, owners, by Ri-
chard Flather, architect: Variance to construct a 

detached one car garage 1.00 feet from the 
north side property line and 1.00 feet from the 

front property line facing La Grande Avenue and 
a storage shed 16.00 feet from the front proper-
ty line facing La Grande Avenue and abutting 

the new garage. 

BZA CASE #2010-0019 
918 1/2 PENDLETON STREET 

R-B, RESIDENTIAL 
Michael Casey, owner, by Case Design/Remod-
eling, Inc., contractor: Variance to construct a 
one story addition reducing the required open 

space from 763.20 square feet to 632.20 square 
feet. If the variance is granted, the Board of 

Zoning Appeals will be granting a variance from 
section 12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance relat-
ing to physical enlargement of a noncomplying 

structure.

BZA CASE #2010-0020 
626 N. PATRICK STREET 

R-B, RESIDENTIAL 
Urbanville Residential, LLC, owner, by Stephen 
Kulinski, architect: Variance to construct new 
single family home reducing the required open 
space from 800 square feet to 446 square feet

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION

SEPTEMBER - 2010

The items described below will be heard by
the Planning Commission and the City
Council on the following dates.  NOTICE:
Some of the  items listed below may be
placed on a consent calendar.  A consent
item will be approved at the beginning of the
meeting without discussion unless someone
asks that it be taken off the consent calendar
and considered separately. The Planning
Commission reserves the right to recess and
continue the public hearing to a future date.
For further information call the Department
of Planning and Zoning on 838-4666.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2010
7:30 PM,  CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CH
ALEXANDRIA,  VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2010
9:30 AM,  CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA,  VIRGINIA

WORKSESSION NOTICE:
THE PLANNING COMMISSION WILL HOLD A
WORK SESSION TO DISCUSS THE
POSSIBLE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE
JEFFERSON HOUSTON SCHOOL SITE ON
SEPT. 7 AT 6:30PM IN CITY HALL, COUNCIL
WORKROOM.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0028
1100, 1200 & 1200 A NORTH FAYETTE
STREET
NATIONAL CAR RENTAL
Public hearing and consideration of a requst
to amend a special use permit for the
operation of a motor vehicle parking, storage
and light automobile repair facility; zoned
OCM(50)/Office Commercial Medium(50) and
CRMU-M/Commercial Residential Mixed
Use-Medium. Applicant: Enterprise RAC
Company of Maryland, LLC represented by
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0035
400, 418 and 418 A SOUTH WASHINGTON
STREET
ALEXANDRIA ACADEMY
Public hearing and consideration of a
request to operate a private school; zoned
CD/Commercial Downtown.  Applicant:
Alexandria Academy represented by Richard
Seltzer

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0037
902 RAMSEY STREET
UBSTANDARD LOT CONSTRUCTION
Public hearing and consideration for a
request to construct a single family dwelling
on a substandard lot; zoned R2-5/Single and
Two-Family. Applicant:  Mike and Norma
Glerum

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0039
320 KING STREET
SUBWAY CAFE RESTAURANT
Public hearing and consideration of a
request to operate a restaurant; zoned
KR/King Street Retail.  Applicant:  King
Street Subway, Inc. represented by Mary
Catherine Gibbs, attorney

ENCROACHMENT #2010-0005
1125 QUEEN STREET
CAFE NICOLE
Public hearing and consideration of a
request for an encroachment into the public
right-of-way for outdoor dining; zoned
CL/Commercial Low. Applicant:  Nicole
Burlimann

MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT
#2009-0005
REZONING #2009-0003
DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT
#009-0006
TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT PLAN
#2010-0002
VACATION #2009-0001
3110 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE
THE CALVERT
Public hearing and consideration of a
request for A) an amendment to the Potomac
West Small Area Plan of the City’s Master
Plan B) a zoning map amendment to elimi-
nate a proffer that limits commer-
cial/residential mixed use projects; C) a
development special use permit, with site
plan and modifications, for renovation and
construction of an addition to an existing
apartment building, with approval of a park-
ing reduction and increase floor area; D)
approval of a transportation management
plan; E) approval to vacate a portion of the
public right-of-way; zoned CRMU-
M/Commercial Residential Mixed Use-
Medium. Applicant: UDR Developers Inc.
represented by Duncan Blair, attorney

The following item will  be heard by the
Planning Commission only.

WAYFINDING DESIGN GUIDELINES
Public hearing and consideration of approval
of the Wayfinding Design Guidelines Manual.
Staff: Department of Planning and Zoning.

Legal Notices

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith
Community, call Karen

at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-
548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-

4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…
703-548-8000

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-
8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…
703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST
CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...

703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-
4370

CONVERGENCE-A CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-998-6260

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…

703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...

703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-

5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA

CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…

703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-

765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….

703 765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN

CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…

201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...

703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…
703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…
703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY

 UNITED METHODIST...
703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST
CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…..703-751-4666

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…
703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...
703-313-6249

OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...
703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

Put Out Into the Deep Water!
Listen to sermons at www.wesleyva.org

Taylor Run
Who can wear her wedding

dress at a 50th anniversary cel-
ebration? Darlene Johnson did;
the same pale green silk shantung
that her mother made for her 50
years ago at her marriage to Dick
Johnson was what she wore at a
large party given by their children,
Dean Johnson, Christine Lankford,
and Cassandra Johnson.

Darlene and Dick met on a blind
date arranged by Dick’s brother
Roger in La Crosse, Wis., their
home town. They went bowling.

FAMILY PRESENT
Lots of relatives were there. The

Lankfords — Tom, Harriet and
children Taylor, Cooper, and
Hadley came from Alexandria.
Cookie and Jim Zoerb came up
from Williamsburg; Kathy Warner
from Linesboro, Md.; the Hobsons
— Laura, Mark and three daugh-
ters from Loudoun County; from
Potomac came Annell and David

Vendett; Mark Vendett and two
daughters; Carol and Jerry
Weiland; also the Paynes — Jen-
nifer, Calvin, and three children.

NEIGHBORS TURNED OUT
Dianna and Mickey Campagna,

Rita Jupe (husband Eric, a pilot,
had to fly), Grace and David
Lawson, Paula and David Ruther-
ford, Rocky and Leo Schmitt,
Louise and Les Welch, Sandy and
Larry Wiener, Lynn Hampton and
Dennis Auld all came.

LONGTIME FRIENDS
The Johnsons have been hard-

working members of Fairlington
Presbyterian since the 1960s. Doz-
ens came from there.

Dawn Uglum Warner, a high
school friend from Wisconsin,
came, as did Joyce and Richard
Gordon, friends for 34 years.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

‘Tavern
Toddlers’
Returns to
Gadsby’s

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum wel-
comes back Tavern Toddlers. The
fall session begins Monday, Sept.
13 and continues weekly (except
for Federal holidays) through
Monday, Nov. 15.

The museum developed this pro-
gram for toddlers (walkers
through 36 months) and their
caregivers. It features a weekly
open playtime on Mondays any-
time between 10:30 a.m. and
noon, and a new craft activity each
week.

Each week costs $7 for a group
of three, which must include one
adult, and additional people are
just $3. A five-visit pass costs $30,
never expires, and includes up to
three people. Pre-registration is
not required, and single or mul-
tiple passes can be purchased at
the door as space permits.

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum is lo-
cated at 134 North Royal Street
and is owned and operated by the
City of Alexandria. For more infor-
mation, call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Darlene and Dick Johnson: 50 years ago.

Neighborhood

NOW THROUGH AUG. 31
Lend-A-Hand: Support Our Troops

in Afghanistan. Five handcrafted
businesses will collect donations of
food, personal care items, cleaning
supplies, and other items to support a
Virginia-based military unit serving

Bulletin Board

in Afghanistan. At Torpedo Factory
Art Center, The Art League, Imagine
Artwear, Ten Thousand Villages, and
La Muse. Old Town Farmers’ Market
(Aug. 28): 301 King Street,
Alexandria. Visit
www.handcraftedalexandria.com;
703-838-4565.
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School: St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School.
Mascot: Saints.
School Colors: Red, white, green and gold.
Athletic Director: Stephanie Koroma (for girls),
703-212-2776; David Holm (for boys) 703-212-2775.
Football Coach: David Holm.
The Saints started the season 5-1 but lost their final
three games to finish 5-4.
Boys Basketball Coach: Kevin McClinton.
Girls Basketball Coach: Calvin Crenshaw.
Baseball Coach: James Supple.
Rival School: Episcopal.

What happened last year: The field hockey team
finished 16-5-2, winning the ISL championship but

losing to St. Catherine’s in the state semifinals. The
boys soccer team went 13-5-2, losing in overtime to
collegiate in the VISAA semifinals. The girls tennis
team reached the state semifinals. The boys lacrosse
team won the state championship and the girls la-
crosse team won the ISL and VISAA crowns. The soft-
ball team captured the ISL title.

Successful Programs: The girls lacrosse and field
hockey programs are among the best in the country.
Lacrosse head coach Kathy Jenkins enters her 35th
season with more than 500 victories and 22 ISL cham-
pionships. Head field hockey coach Marsha Way en-
ters her 32nd season with more than 400 wins. Both
programs captured ISL championships last year and
Jenkins’ lacrosse team also win the VISAA title.

Quotable: “We have really good chemistry and I
think that has made us play well together. It makes
us look forward to playing together every day.” —
Former SSSAS girls lacrosse player Reilly Woodman.

Photo by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes plays Episcopal in football.

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Sports
The Saints field hockey and
girls lacrosse programs are
national powers.

School: T.C. Williams High School.
Mascot: Titans.
School Colors: Red, white and blue.

Athletic Director: Steve Colantuoni, 703-
824-6860.
Football Coach: Dennis Randolph (fourth
year).
The return of quarterback Joe Hargrove
from a wrist injury transformed the Titans
from a 3-4 team to a playoff contender. The
strong-armed signal caller set the single-
game school record for passing yards (297)
and tied the single-game passing touch-
down record (4) in his first varsity start —
a 38-37 win over West Potomac. TC de-
feated South County the following week
and needed only a victory over Robert E.

Lee to reach the playoffs for the first time
since 1990. The Titans fell short, however,
losing 27-13 on their home field.
Boys Basketball Coach: Julian King.
Baseball Coach: Andrew Simpson.

Rival Schools: West Potomac, Hayfield.

What happened last year: The volley-
ball team won the Alexandria City Tourna-
ment. The boys basketball team started the
2009-10 season 12-3, including a 9-0 mark
in the Patriot District, but was forced to for-
feit its victories after two players were found
ineligible. The girls senior eight took gold
during international crew competition in
Canada. The second varsity eight took gold
at nationals and states, and placed second

at the Stotesbury Regatta.

Historic Achievements: The football
program has a decorated past, with state
championships in 1971, 1984 and 1987, but
recent years haven’t been kind to the Ti-
tans, whose playoff drought extended to 19
seasons in 2009. The boys basketball pro-
gram captured a state title in 2008 and won
80 consecutive Patriot District games before
forfeits due to ineligible players ended the
streak during the 2009-10 season.

Famous Graduates: Gary Bertier was an
all-American linebacker on the Titans’ 1971
state championship team, considered one
of the best prep football teams in the Vir-
ginia history. Bertier was part of a TC de-
fense which posted nine shutouts, includ-
ing a 27-0 victory over Salem’s Andrew
Lewis in the state championship game in
Roanoke. Following the 1971 season, a car
accident left Bertier paraplegic. Ten years

later, he died in a car accident. But while
Bertier was confined to a wheel chair, he
continued to push forward, competing in
the Wheelchair Olympics. Bertier’s time
with the Titans was portrayed in the 2000
Disney movie “Remember the Titans.” Line-
backer Keith Burns (1990 graduate) was a
seventh-round draft choice of the Denver
Broncos in 1994. He spent 13 seasons in
the NFL with the Broncos, Chicago Bears
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers, winning a pair
of Super Bowls (XXXII and XXXIII) with
Denver.

Quotable: “I’m really at a loss for words.
This is really disappointing. I never thought
for a minute we were going to lose to them
because our kids were playing really well. I
think we’re all a little bit shocked.” — Head
football coach Dennis Randolph after the
Titans lost their 2009 season finale to Rob-
ert E. Lee, missing a chance to make the
playoffs for the first time since 1990.

Getting To Know T.C. Williams Sports
The Titans football program nearly made
the playoffs for the first time in 19 years.

TC Williams varsity football team plays against Marshall in a scrimmage. TC Williams volleyball.

Insiders Guide: Sports
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Check out our website for special offers:
www.kenwoodschool.com

Established Since 1957

THE BEST
For Families

Finalist

-Small classes and individual attention
-Nov. 30 cut off date for Kindergarten
-Before & After School Care
-Holiday & Summer Camps
-Special Classes in Music, Computers,
Physical Education & Spanish

-Financial Aid Available

Sports

Great Falls boxer Jimmy
Lange, a Junior middleweight
contender, won a convincing six-
round decision over Baltimore’s
Mike McFail last Saturday night in
Greensboro, N.C. Highlighted by
knockdowns in both the third and
sixth rounds - both courtesy of an
effective right - Lange (33-4-2, 23
knockouts) came out dominating
in the first round at the Greens-
boro Coliseum Complex’s War
Memorial Auditorium, utilizing his
trademark stiff jab that caused
McFail (12-40-2) to be issued a standing eight count.
Lange pressed the action throughout the contest and
finished strongly by battering a game, but wobbly
McFail in the final stanza.

Lange immediately headed back to Gleason’s Gym
in New York with trainer Jimmy Glenn to prepare for
a co-main event bout (opponent to be determined)
on a Sept. 18 show in Monroe, MI. He is scheduled
to return home to the Patriot Center on Nov. 6 to
headline another Ice Promotions card presented by
Valcourt Building Services.

Team Virginia 1996 inline hockey earned a
bronze medal at last week’s State Wars U.S. Roller
Hockey Championships in Chicago. The team, con-
sisting of youngsters from Fairfax, Oakton, Great
Falls, and others parts of Virginia, was 4-0 in round
robin play before losing a semifinals game in over-
time. Alex DeYoung (Fairfax) took Most Valuable
Goalie honors and was selected to the All-Tourna-
ment Team.

“Give Blood, Play Hockey” has long been an adage
among the ice hockey community. This tradition will
be on display in full force on Saturday, Sept. 11 when

the Virginia Coaching Cardinals will take on the NCR
Eagles in the second annual Charity Hockey Clas-
sic at Kettler Capitals IcePlex in Arlington. The after-
noon event, which will run from 4 to 7, will benefit
Inova Blood Donor Services.

Comprised of coaches from local youth hockey
clubs, including the Ashburn Xtreme, Reston Raid-
ers, Virginia Wild, and NOVA Ice Dogs, the Virginia
Coaching Cardinals will face the NCR Eagles, a joint
military hockey team consisting of players from the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and Marines. The
exhibition game will benefit Inova Blood Donor Ser-
vices. In addition to the game, other activities
throughout the afternoon will include a silent auc-
tion, appearances by local celebrities - including
Washington Capitals players - and ‘Mites on Ice’ youth
hockey exhibitions.

Last year’s inaugural event saw coaches from the
Ashburn Xtreme defeat the Reston Raiders, 7-1, before
a raucous crowd of supporters from both clubs. The
event raised over $40,000 for a new Inova bloodmo-
bile. For sponsorships, tickets or more information,
contact event chairman Adam Bartholomew at
Adam.Bartholomew@inova.org or visit
www.charityhockeyclassic.com.

Jimmy Lange
(right) de-
feated
Baltimore’s
Mike McFail
(left) in a
junior middle-
weight boxing
bout in
Greensboro,
N.C. last week.
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Sports Notes

Team Building
Over the weekend, the TC Williams Varsity Girls Field Hockey team took a trip to
senior captain Charlie Digby’s beach house in Colonial Beach, Va. Along with the
other two senior captains, Anjuli DeWakar and Katelyn Clarke, the three girls made
sure that everyone on the team bonded and left the weekend feeling more like
friends than team mates. They included: Erin Smith; Maeve Bracken; Morgan
Garner; Kati Burdett; Rebecca Kahn; Kelsey Donley; Emily Leidolf; Liz Aguilar;
Sofie Leidolf; Maizie Nelson; Emma Bracken; Megan Boyle; Catherine Vermillion;
Grace Garrahan; Ollie Field; Lauren Livesay; Iva Quint; Hannah Drexler and Mariah
Frank. Check out tcwilliamsathletics.org for schedule of home games to come out
and support the Lady Titans.
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Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM

What is a Classical Education?
For the first time since 1824—the year Robert E. Lee
graduated and went off to West Point—Alexandria
Academy is accepting new students.

Endowed by George Washington in 1785, Alexandria
Academy is a classical, coeducational school that
prepares its graduates for America’s most selective
colleges and universities while equipping each one to
“serve the world through their character and
leadership.”

Along with coursework in math, science and English
literature, Academy scholars receive instruction in
Latin, Chinese or French, logic, rhetoric and the arts.
And, like Robert E. Lee, they learn what it means to
be a gentleman—or a lady.

To learn about general admissions or the Founding
Families Program, contact the Rector, T. Robinson
Ahlstrom.  (tr@alexandria-acaemy.org)

400 S. Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.alexandria-academy.org
703.535.5533

Insiders Guide: Sports

School: Episcopal High School.
Mascot: Maroon.
School Colors: Maroon and black.

Athletic Director: Mark Gowin, 703-933-4043.
Football Coach: Mark Gowin.
The Maroon overcame a 1-4 start to finish 4-5, in-
cluding three consecutive wins over St. Christopher’s,
Alexandria foe St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes and Bullis.
Boys Basketball Coach: Jim Fitzpatrick.
Baseball Coach: Rick Stubbs.

Rival Schools: St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes.

What happened last year: The boys soccer team
won the ISL championship for the second consecu-
tive season and was ranked No. 3 in the nation by

the National Soccer Coaches Association of America.
One year prior, the Maroon won the VISAA champi-
onship. The boys basketball team finished 16-9, in-
cluding three wins over rival St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes. The girls lacrosse team went 21-2, winning
the ISL title but losing the VIS semifinals.

Famous Graduates: Running back Tim Hightower
(2004 graduate) was a 2008 fifth-round draft choice
of the Arizona Cardinals. He has 18 rushing touch-
downs in two NFL seasons, starting 23 of 32 games
played. He played in Super Bowl XLIII, carrying once
for no yards and catching two passes for 13 yards in
a 27-23 loss to the Pittsburgh Steelers. Hightower
also competed in basketball and track from the Ma-
roon. Republican senator and 2008 Republican Party
candidate for president John McCain (1954) com-
peted in football, wrestling and tennis while at Epis-
copal. For two years he held the school record for
“fastest pin” while wrestling in the 127-pound weight
class. San Diego Padres front-office assistant Paul
DePodesta also attended Episcopal.

Episcopal plays SSSAS in varsity volleyball.
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Getting To Know Episcopal Sports
Episcopal boys soccer
team one of nation’s best.

School: Bishop Ireton High School
Mascot: Cardinals
School Colors: Burgundy and gold.

Athletic Director: W. William Simmons, 703-212-
5169.
Football Coach: Anthony Verducci.
The Cardinals won three of their final four games to
finish 7-3. BI defeated Alexandria foe St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes 19-7.
Boys Basketball Coach: Neil Berkman.
Girls Basketball Coach: Mike Hutton.
Baseball Coach: Michael Gallagher.

What happened last year: The boys basketball
team went 7-20 under first-year head coach Neil
Berkman. The girls basketball team finished 8-21. The
girls lacrosse team finished 13-8, including a six-game
winning streak late in the season. The boys track and
field team won a Catholic schools state champion-
ship.

Quotable: “The [Washington Catholic Athletic Con-
ference] is unbelievable and we’re trying to win
league games, we’re trying to win games, we’re try-
ing to play together and we’re trying to really teach
guys how to play much harder than they’re used to.
… We’re changing a culture and slowly but surely
we’re going to do it.” — Head boys basketball coach
Neil Berkman, who took over a program last year
that won a combined 14 games in its previous three
seasons.

Getting To Know Bishop Ireton Sports
Boys track and field team
won a Catholic school
state title.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

OBITUARY

Alaine Marsh Henderson, of Alexandria, Virginia, died peace-
fully at her home on August 14, 2010, of respiratory arrest. 
Born in 1919 and raised in the small town of Onley on Virgin-
ia’s Eastern Shore, her life’s journey took her far and wide, to 
many U.S. states and more than 40 countries, including resi-
dencies in Louisiana and California, Oxford, Bologna, London 
and Paris.  A direct descendent of Tom Savage, who accom-
panied Captain John Smith on his Jamestown expeditions be-
fore settling on Virginia’s eastern peninsula, Alaine was adven-
turous.  Well into her ninth decade, she travelled around Cape 
Horn and north of the Arctic Circle.  Her passion for learning al-
so embraced English and American literature, which she stud-
ied at Averett College before earning both the B.A. and M.A. 
degrees from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; 
there she also worked for the English Department (and learned 
to fly a Piper Cub airplane).  She came from a long line of 
strong-minded Virginia women.  During World War II she en-
dured the loss of her elder brother Russell in the Pacific, while 
her younger brother Clinton participated in the Normandy inva-
sion.  So did her eventual husband Donald Graham Hender-
son, whom she married in 1947 and accompanied to Oxford 
where he was a Rhodes Scholar.  During those post-war years 
of rationing and gradual rebuilding in Europe, she bore her son 
Geoffrey, and when Don began a career in government in 
1952 (first with the CIA, later rising to the rank of Assistant 
Chief of Staff for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, dur-
ing and after the Fulbright years), she moved to northern Vir-
ginia and bore two daughters, Joyce and Diana.  Accompany-
ing Don on some of his international travels and through the re-
ceptions and demands of a government career, she brought 
her energetic and well-informed insights to bear upon political 
developments throughout her life.  She was active in the Lea-
gue of Women Voters, and was pleased to participate in the 
election of President Obama.  After Don’s death in 1983, she 
continued to travel with her children, sisters, friends and on her 
own, from Thailand to Malta, from China to the Caribbean. 
She was a regular volunteer at ALIVE! in Alexandria, read 
avidly and loved her Scrabble games.  She remained very 
close to her two surviving sisters, Mary Johnson of Parksley, 
Virginia and Sara Willis of Norfolk, Virginia and her sister-in-
law Daphna Marsh of Fredericksburg, Virginia as well as her 
dear friends living in Northern Virginia and further afield.  She 
was a devoted mother who will be deeply missed by Geoffrey 
R. Henderson of Arlington, Virginia, Joyce G. Henderson of 
Ripton, Vermont and her husband Bill Pierce, and Diana E. 
Henderson of Boston, Massachusetts.   There will be a memo-
rial celebration at her home open to all friends and family on 
Sunday, September 12th from 2-5 p.m.  In lieu of flowers, 
please make a contribution to the charity of your own choosing.  

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

FAMILY SUPPORT
Attention Parents: a local child-placing agency 
is seeking dedicated parents for children in 
need of homes.  We have been in Virginia for 
more than 10 years.  All children need a fami-
ly.  This agency believes that families in this 
area care about children.  Call and speak with 
our staff members about what family means to 
a child.  We provide a large support team to 
help you raise a happy child in a loving home.  

Call today: (703) 684-3500

Foster Care Foster Care 21 Announcements

Restoration of Oil Paintings
Museum Quality work

Jim Austin 202-413-1555

26 Antiques

Antique Cast Iron Garden
Furniture.  2 matching 

benches, 1 chair, 1 table.
Price neg.  703-548-6516

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

116 Childcare Avail.

Experienced Nanny 
Available 

*I am an experienced Nanny 
looking for a new warm and 
loving family to work with.
*I will care for your child or 

children live in or out
(preferably live-in Monday 

through Friday.) 
*I have wonderful 

references.
*Spanish speaker.

Please call at 703.859.1999

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Power Systems Engineer. Job in Alexan-
dria, VA. Dsgn, dvlp & upgrade of elec-
tronics & digital controls for industrial 
power & electronic control systems, incl 
s/ware models, prgmg; perform para-
metric studies to validate models; dvlp, 
perform test procedures for electrical 
control systems; writing specs, installa-
tion & repair procedures for electrical 
eqpmt. Mail resume to N. Svites, MPR 
Associates, 320 King St, Ste 400, Alex-
andria, VA 22314.

MECHANICS NEEDED

DBI Services, one of the nation’s largest and 
fastest growing Highway Infrastructure 
Maintenance Companies is experiencing tre-
mendous growth which has created mechan-
ic positions in the Winchester and Alexan-
dria Virginia areas.   Snow plowing experi-
ence preferred. 

We offer an excellent benefit and wage 
package: For a career opportunity and confi-
dential consideration, send resume to:

Carl T. Faust
DBI Services, LLC
100 North Conahan Drive
Hazleton, PA  18201
Fax:  (570) 459-5363
E-Mail: cfaust@dbiservices.com
EOE 

Transportation- You can be a truck driver in
the National Guard.

Train one weekend a month and two weeks a
year.  A part time career with full time rewards

Call today for details.
SFC Mark Williams

540-810-3267

P/T Bookkeeper/Admin
Est 16 hrs per wk. Duties include 
A/P & A/R,  bank recs plus genr’l 
office duties. Must have Peachtree 

and Excel exp, be organized and de-
tailed. Pay depending on exp.  Email 

resume:  marion@ctfshows.com
fax 703-960-5937

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Most importantly if your gutter itself has
moved outward or shifted to the point
water and leaves are coming in behind the
gutter, it can rot out the fascia board and
the home could get potential interior water
damage. We will reset the system.

M&O REPAIR
Gutter re-set work

703-843-4792

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Friendly Contracting Co.

friendlypnc@gmail.com

Call for a FREE Estimate!
(703) 425-3600

• Painting
• Carpentry
• Flooring & Tiling
• Windows & Doors

• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Drywall
• Power Washing

• Guttering
• Siding
• Roofing
• Foundation

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

www.pmasonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-842-7884

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
July/Aug Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

HAULING

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!
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703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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