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For Many Causes
The Dunbar Alexandria-Olympic Branch of the Boys & Girls Club participates in the
Acumen Solutions Race for a Cause 8k in Arlington on Oct. 17. The race supports
the following organizations: Bridge to Freedom, Boys and Girls Club-Alexandria-
Olympic Branch, Boys and Girls Club-Fairfax, BUILD Metro DC, Child & Family
Network Centers, E.L. Haynes Public Charter School, For Love of Children, Friends
of Fort DuPont Ice Arena, Greenbriar Learning Center, National Fatherhood Initia-
tive, The Women’s Center, and United for DC.
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By Gale Curcio

Gazette Packet

M
ary Millben got her
start in acting in a
most unusual way —

working at the White House.

Graduating with a BFA from the
Weitzenhoffer Department of Mu-
sical Theater and a minor in po-
litical science from the University
of Oklahoma, she worked as a
White House intern and White
House professional appointee in

the Bush administration for three
years.

Laura Bush recognized Millben’s
talent and invited her to sing at
White House events. During that
time, Millben was a featured solo-
ist for events hosting President
George W. Bush, Queen Nor, Dr.
Bill Cosby, Dr. Maya Angelou,
Rudolph Giuliani, David
McCullough, Doris Kearns
Goodwin, U.S. Sen. John McCain
and U.S. Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer.

“I credit the Bushes with help-
ing me,” said Millben. “The First
Lady’s office provided me with the
opportunity to sing at various
events during the holidays, as well
as at political and private events.
I had great bosses in the adminis-
tration and met patrons with
Shakespeare Theater and the
Kennedy Center. They were kind
to let me pursue and support my
dual passions.”

On Her Way to Stardom
Mary J. Millben stars in “Sanctified” at Lincoln Theatre.

John McClure, Jr. as Pastor Harold P. Jones and Mary
Millben as Sister Pauletta Denise Jones in “Sanctified.”
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C
ash registers across Alex-
andria are not seeing as
much action as last year,

according to city tax records.
That’s after a disappointing show-
ing in 2009, and sales revenues are
even lower this year. Many retail-
ers say the city is to blame for in-
creasing parking meter fees 75
percent before new multi-space
meters are installed, creating a
need for more quarters than most
people carry with them for shop-
ping trips. Yet budget officials
point out that retail sales were al-
ready down when the parking
meters went up.

“The snowstorms explain some

of the decline,” said Budget Direc-
tor Bruce Johnson. “We don’t have
a good explanation for why sales
tax revenues were down in June
and July.”

For most of 2010, sales tax rev-
enues collected by the city were
lower than the previous year. And
the majority of months in 2009
showed a decrease compared to
the previous year. That’s two years
of declining local sales tax re-
ceipts. Although sales taxes ac-
count for only 5 percent of the
city’s revenue, the trend indicates
a weak point in Alexandria’s
economy.

“Consumers have cut back on
their spending,” said Stephen
Fuller, director of the Center for

Retail Slump
Sales tax receipts continue to lag,
even as meals tax revenue and
hotel ratesimprove.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

L
ong after the end of normal
business hours, the lights
are still on in the account-

ing offices of Renner and Com-
pany, where Joan and John Renner
are counting down the days to this
year’s Taste for Giving charity
fundraiser.

“We’re here pretty much 24
hours a day,” said John Renner,
who first proposed the idea for the
event to his fellow Rotarians back
in 2008.  “The vision has been to
pull the community together and

to share in the proceeds.”
Now in its third year, Taste for

Giving will take place Oct. 22 at
the Torpedo Factory Art Center.

“The Rotary Club of Alexandria
has a long, long tradition of char-
ity to organizations in the city,
particularly those that support
children and families,” Joan
Renner said. “The goal was to
come up with a new idea to raise
money for many charities at one
time.”

This year’s Taste for Giving will
bring together restaurants from

A Taste for Giving
Charity fundraiser scheduled at
Torpedo Factory for Oct. 22.

inside
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News

Beauregard Follies
Like many of the streets in Alexandria’s West End, Beauregard

Street was named for a Confederate hero. In this case, the name-
sake was none other than Pierre Gustave Toutant
Beauregard, the Louisiana brigadier general who commanded
the rebels at Fort Sumter and emerged victorious at the First
Battle of Bull Run. Perhaps that’s why today’s Beauregard small-
area planning process has become mired in a civil war of its own.

“Is this what Alexandria has come to?” asked Seminary Hill
Association treasurer Jack Sullivan during Tuesday’s public
hearing at City Hall. “A willingness to destroy neighborhoods to
accommodate a developer?”

At issue is the Beauregard small-area planning process, which
could have a drastic influence on the next decade of growth and
development in the city’s West End. Many neighborhood resi-
dents want City Council members to table plans for higher den-
sity until city officials can devise a workable transportation plan.
Now planning officials must chart a course of action for the
Beauregard area, where millions of additional residents are un-
der consideration yet traffic considerations for current develop-
ment has yet to be realized.

“This is madness,” Sullivan told City Council members.

Collaborative Takeover
City Council’s plan to reduce the power of artists to manage

the Torpedo Factory took another step forward last week, when
elected leaders finally conducted a long-awaited public hearing
about the future of the waterfront art center. At issue is the com-
position of a new governing board that will call the shots at one
of Alexandria’s top attractions.

“In the corporate world, such an action would be considered a
hostile takeover,” said former Old Town Civic Association Presi-
dent Michael Hobbs.

“It’s not a takeover,” responded Councilman Rob Krupicka.
“It’s a collaboration.”

Several artists say they could accept a proposal circulated by
Krupicka last week, including former Del. Marian Van
Landingham (D-45). In a memorandum circulated last week,
Krupicka suggests eliminating the voting power of so-called “ex
officio” members and adding another representative from the
Arts Commission. That would create a governing board compo-
sition of five artists and five City Council appointees.

“It has to be a collaboration,” concluded Krupicka, “not a war.”
Now that the public hearing has concluded, council members

must decide if the Archeology Commission and the Alexandria
Convention and Visitors Association will get a voting seat on the
new governing board. They also must decide whether or not to
move forward with the articles of incorporation without first
considering the highly anticipated release of the waterfront small-
area plan, which is expected later this year.

Boutique Land-Use
Speaking of the waterfront, one of the central tenets of a draft

plan released by planning officials earlier this year involves two
Robinson Terminal locations flanking north and south Old Town.
Because the current industrial use is expected to vacate the prop-
erties soon, city planners are considering so-called “boutique
hotels” in both locations. Yet the definition of “boutique” hotel is
a matter of debate, and some are questioning if these spots might
serve a more public function.

“I’d like to see some other options pursued,” said former Vice
Mayor Andrew Macdonald. “Why aren’t we talking about the
possibility of putting museums there?”

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the waterfront plan is
its timing. Planning Director Faroll Hamer said a draft version
of the small-area plan is expected this fall, and that she expects
to schedule another public meeting before the end of the year.
Hamer acknowledged that process is currently awaiting a reso-
lution with the Old Dominion Boat Club, which owns a parking
lot where city officials want to build a new pier.

“As you might imagine,” explained the planning director, “ne-
gotiations are ongoing.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

‘Shopping Well’
Brooke Curran is inviting shoppers to “do

good” for at-risk Alexandrians by “shopping
well” at the Holiday Shopping Extravaganza
Oct. 28 to raise money for The RunningBrooke
Fund. Curran runs marathons to raise aware-
ness and dollars for Girls on the Run (GOTR),
Community Lodgings, The Reading Connec-
tion, Child and Family Network Centers
(CFNC) and ACT for Alexandria. Her goal this
year is $50,000 and she’s already half-way
there. Pictured is Curren (center) with two of
the vendors who will be at Shop-Extravaganza
Susan Hyre of Paperworks (left) and Karen
White of Stella & Dot (right). Vendors not pic-
tured are Beth Holcolmb of Willow House
(formerly Southern Living) and Cindy
McMahon of Scout Bags. For information
about location and hours, call Curran at 703-
684-7678. For more about RunningBrooke:
www.runningbrooke.blogspot.com
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By Michael Lee Pope
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W
hen Duhyun Choe
arrived at his Up-
per King Street
coffeeshop Satur-

day morning to open up for the
morning, he made a shocking dis-
covery. A large plate glass window
had been shattered. Glass was ev-
erywhere, and the Uptowner Café
was a mess. He walked outside to

stealing cash or valuables. In many cases, nothing
was taken. A few blocks west of Old Town Deli, a
plate glass window was broken at the Perfect Pita.
Neighbors heard the sound of breaking glass and
alerted police, who called the owner of the building.

“There was glass everywhere, but they didn’t take
anything,” said Perfect Pita manager Uyanga Tokhoi.
“It must have been teeangers or a crazy person or
maybe someone who was drunk or on drugs.”

The Uptowner was the first to replace their bro-
ken window, shelling out $900 to have new plate
glass installed along the western wall of their
coffeeshop at the corner of King and Harvard streets.
Rai said he hopes insurance will pick up the cost,
but he said there’s no guarantee. Patrons of the popu-
lar coffee shop have been speculating all week long
as to who would do such a thing and what the moti-
vation might have been.

“It’s sad,” he concluded, staring toward the new
window. “You think you’re safe in Old Town until
something like this happens.”

At press time, no arrests have been made in the
four related cases. A spokesman for the Alexandria
Police Department declined a request to interview
the detective investigating the crimes.

“There are no suspects, no video and no leads at
this time,” said Jody Donaldson, commander of the
Media Services Unit. “The investigation is in the pre-
liminary stages and so the detective does not want
to talk about the case as it will be an ongoing inves-
tigation.”

Trail of Broken Glass

Sabatino Cleaners owner Hong Lee walks out of neigh-
boring Old Town Deli. Both locations were vandalized
last weekend, leaving a trail of broken glass along
Upper King Street.
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Upper King
Street falls
victim to run
of vandalism.

tell a police officer, who informed him that several
nearby locations had also been vandalized.

“I was really surprised to learn that Alexandria
doesn’t have security cameras on King Street,” said
Aju Rai, who works at the Uptowner. “Maybe that’s
something the city should think about.”

Police have yet to make any arrests in the case,
with four different locations. One was the Old Town
Deli near the intersection of King and Payne streets.
Owner Sue Ma received a call at 3 a.m. from the
Alexandria Police Department alerting her to the fact
that her storefront window had been broken and her
cash register taken. Officers had already recovered
the machine by the time she arrived at the deli and
returned it to her.

“They couldn’t get inside of it,” said Ma, who is
still using the register even if it’s a little worse for
wear now. “The police checked it for fingerprints.”

Ma said she had to shell out $500 to get the win-
dow boarded up, and Del Ray Glass gave her an es-
timate of $1,225 to replace plate glass. Her neigh-
bor Hong Lee owns Sabatino Cleaners, which was
also vandalized that night. She received the same
estimate. Now the neighboring Korean retailers must
figure out a way to repair the damage and set things
right again.

“I was shocked,” said Lee, with Ma translating.
“They even took coins from our register.”

THE MOTIVATION for the vandal or vandals seems
to have been more about causing destruction than
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ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Tondere mores, ingenium producere, fidem catholicam confiteri.
          Cultivating the intellect, refining the character, confessing the Christian faith.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL

1801 RUSSELL ROAD

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22301
WWW.IMMANUELALEXANDRIA.ORG

JOIN IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
ALEXANDRIA’S JR. K-8 CLASSICAL ACADEMY FOR:

Classical Education:
Cultivating Wisdom and Eloquence

With Special Guest Speaker
Rev. Stephen Kieser, Chairman,
The Consortium for Classical

and Lutheran Education

Thursday,
October 28,
2010 at 7pm

Have you heard of classical education?
Would you like to find out more?

Join us for a special presentation on classical
education and why  it is an excellent

choice for your child. Complimentary
childcare will be provided.

For more information contact
Melissa.hulsey@immanuelalexandria.org

or 703/549-7323.

News

I
t was ladies night out at The
Full Cup Monday, Oct. 18, as
Lisa Baker of the Office on

Women hosted a champagne re-
ception to kick off an evening of
dining and shopping to support
Saturday’s annual Walk to Fight
Breast Cancer.

“A lot of restaurants are donat-
ing a portion of their proceeds to-
night to support the walk,” said

store manager Lindsey Palacios.
“We’re not a restaurant but we still
want to give back so we hold a
champagne reception to give la-
dies a chance to enjoy some shop-
ping for a good cause.”

The store provided private fit-
tings and donated 20 percent of
the day’s proceeds to the Walk
Fund.

“This is a great evening but

please don’t take my picture,”
laughed one woman who insisted
on remaining anonymous. “I just
spent a lot of money and don’t
want my husband to know I was
here.”

This year’s Walk takes place at
8 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 23, in the
parking lot of the AMC movie the-
aters at Hoffman Center.

Registration is available online

Full Cup Hosts Reception for Walk to Fight Breast Cancer

Tricia
Bassing

and Lisa
Baker

shop to
help the

annual
Walk to

Fight
Breast

Cancer.

at www.alexandriava.gov/
TheWalk or on site the morning of

the event.
— Jeanne Theismann
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Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Millben

See Millben,  Page 7

People

From Page 1

Millben left the administration
after President Barack Obama’s
inauguration and planned to at-
tend graduate school and pursue
a career in the public service sec-
tor. However, events conspired to
allow her to continue not only
singing, but acting as well.

In 2007, she performed in
“Hellzapoppin” at The American
Century Theater/Gunston Arts.
Millben was Kate in “The Pirates
of Penzance” or “The Slave of
Duty” at Washington Savoyards/
Atlas Performing Arts Center in
2008 and then she toured with the
Kennedy Center in “Chasing
George Washington: A White
House Adventure.”

In 2009, she performed as
Wanda in “Crowns” at Arena
Stage/The Lincoln Theatre and
most recently she appeared in “So-
phisticated Ladies,” starring
Broadway legend Maurice Hines
at Arena Stage.

 “I never thought I’d be perform-
ing professionally,” said Millben.
“Maurice Hines was wonderful to
work with — he was so much fun,
an unbelievable performer, an en
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alex./Rosemont $429,000
Wonderful large kitchen addition transforms this 2
bedroom, 1 bath brick Town House! Three Finished
levels, updated & move-in ready. Two blocks to Metro!

437 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $949,800
Stunning renovated historic 1890 home is all new from the frame up. Two elegant
master suites. Family room off stylish Chef’s kitchen w/French doors to patio.
High ceilings, gorgeous moldings, recessed lighting, wide plank hardwood
flooring & much more! 219 Royal Street, South

Barbara Rosen 703-407-6481

Alexandria $524,425
Tons of space inside and out in this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath,
2+-car garage on 1/3 acre lot. Completely renovated in
the last 2 years.

6716 Amlong Avenue
Phil Cefaratti 703-371-7601

Alexandria $499,000
Convenient 1-level living w/3 BR, 2 BA & updated kitchen w/breakfast
room. Cozy 2-sided fireplace shared by living & dining rooms. Partially
finished LL has plenty of space for expansion. Large fully fenced rear
yard w/patio. 5337 Thayer Avenue

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alex./Old Town $534,900
Reduce your carbon footprint w/o sacrificing style in this dramatic and
contemporary “green” condo converted from a historical 1910 ware-
house. Spacious 1,295 SF open loft style w/2 BR, 2 BA, soapstone
counters and much more! Virtual tour w/floor plan@www.circlepix.com/
home/NXF8JC. 1210 Queen Street
Cindy 703-593-1418•Leslie 703-400-3010

Alex./Rosemont $1,349,000
Spacious 4/5 bedroom, 3.5 bath center hall Colonial built in
2006. Three levels of luxury living w/4 upper-level bedrooms,
chef’s kitchen, media rm and large yard with outdoor kitchen.
Blocks to Metro! 28 W. Glendale Avenue

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $689,000
Fantastic top-to-bottom renovation w/3 BR & 3 full BA. All-new
kitchen, bathrooms and beautifully refinished hardwood floors on
main & upper levels. Finished LL w/rec room & utility room. Fully
fenced back yard. 1707 Oakcrest Drive

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria
$545,545

Large end unit
town house
with 3 bed-
rooms, 3.5
baths and 2-
car garage in
Lenox Place at
Sunnyside.

3917
Charles Avenue
Phil Cefaratti

703-371-7601

Alexandria
$519,000

Unbelievable
opportunity to own
a 3,500+ SF luxury
TH with 3 or 4
bedrooms, 3 full &
1 half baths. Hdwd
flrs & fireplace on
main level. DR
w/skylight & French
doors to patio. Wet
bar in LL. Minutes
to Van Dorn Metro!

6307
Chaucer Lane

Erika Carroll
703-568-7376

Alex./
Rosemont
$699,000

Updated &
expanded Cape
Cod with 3
bedrooms & 2
baths. Kitchen
with breakfast bar
and SS appliances
opens to family
rm. Front porch,
large corner lot
and easy parking.

100 Maple St. E.
Christine
Garner

703-587-4855

Alexandria
$479,900

Brick front 3 level,
3 bedroom
townhome with
garage in Kings-
towne area. Backs
to woods. Hard-
wood flooring,
designer touches
and upgrades
throughout.

6917
Rolling Creek Way

Marianne
Welds

703-869-1320

Alex./Old Town
$475,000

Rare corner
with 2 bed-
rooms and 2
baths, fireplace
+ extra storage!
Walk to cafés &
river.

800 South St.
Asaph Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440
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News

From Page 1

City Tracks Decline in Sales Tax Revenue

City records show retail sales tax revenues have declined for the last two years.

Regional Analysis at
George Mason Univer-
sity. “This is particularly
true for discretionary
goods such as clothes
and furniture — items
that can be postponed
until the economic times
are more secure.”

THE GOOD NEWS is
that meals tax revenues
turned strongly positive
in May, returning to lev-
els of growth not seen since before the glo-
bal financial meltdown in late 2008.  And
Alexandria’s transient lodging tax receipts
continue to rise, with a recent financial re-
port showing the average room rate in-
creased from $129 in July 2009 to $148 in
July 2010. Plus, according to the report, the
seasonally adjusted average room rate was
the highest since the 2009 presidential in-
auguration.

“On the negative side,” noted City Man-
ager Jim Hartmann, “a three-month trail-
ing average of sales tax collections [is] well
below last year’s collections.”

That puts retailers on the tail end of
Alexandria’s recovery, struggling to make
ends meet when other sectors of the city
economy are humming along. Some say this
is because the city’s economy is so closely
tied to tourism, with visitors throwing down
money to eat and sleep here while refrain-
ing from purchasing retail items. Another
theory for the sluggish retail sales can be

explained by the rich getting richer while
the poor are getting poorer.

“Luxury goods are doing great,” said Al-
exandria Chamber of Commerce president
Tina Leone. “For now, the recovery appears
to be happening at the higher levels of in-
come.”

THE POOR STATE of Alexandria’s retail
market has created a chain reaction that is
replacing retail locations with more profit-
able restaurants.
For example, the old Olsson’s Bookstore and
the shuttered Wilfred Rodgers giftshop are
both being replaced by restaurants. Some
say this trend is creating an imbalance be-
tween retailers and restaurants along King
Street. “There certainly feels like an imbal-
ance,” said Old Town Civic Association
President John Goslin. “We’re concerned
that new restaurants along the waterfront
could cannibalize existing restaurants up
and down King Street.”

Unsurprisingly, restaurateurs disagree
about the threat of a restaurant bubble
emerging in the city. Alexandria Restaurant
Commission founder Jay Palermino dis-
missed such concerns as overblown, citing
a study conducted by the Alexandria Eco-
nomic Partnership showing that King Street
has about 300 retailers and about 85 res-
taurants.

“Get over it,” Palermino said. “I don’t see
any kind of imbalance on King Street.”

INSIDE THE CITY’S retail locations, re-
views of the local economy are mixed. Al-
though total revenues are down, some
busiensses report that sales have actually
increased since the global financial melt-
down. One of those retailers is Donald
Alexander, owner of a used bookstore
known as the “Book Bank” on Upper King
Street. He said sales were at an all-time high
in 2009. And sales have grown in 2010, but
not as fast as they did last year.

“We just had our best week ever,” said
Alexander, referring to second week of Oc-
tober. “I’m not sure why we’re not follow-
ing the normal trend.”

Other retailers say times are tough. Many
blame the city for raising parking meters
75 percent, starting in July. During a pro-
test conducted in Market Square last week,
a handful of retailers say their sales num-
bers have gone down since the city in-
creased the need for quarters. Many of the
retailers criticized City Hall for not making
quarters available for customers who
wanted to exchange cash for coins. Others
said the city was being shortsighted by in-
creasing the cost of parking so dramatically
before installing the credit-card machines
throughout Old Town. “When we lose sales,
the city loses sales tax revenue,” explained
La Cusine owner Nancy Pollard. “And there
are a lot of empty parking spaces in Old
Town, and those spaces used to be filled
with paying customers.”

Millben
From Page 5

courager and a mentor.”
She had the opportunity to meet

Bruce Springsteen when she was the
backup singer for the XLIII Super Bowl
halftime show. She sang in the Barbara
Streisand tribute at the 2008 Kennedy
Center Honors and the 2008 National
Symphony Orchestra Pops concert un-
der the direction of Broadway composer

A Taste for Giving Back at Torpedo Factory
From Page 1

around the city and feature an auction to
raise money for 30 different local charities,
including Alive!, SCAN, the Campagna Cen-
ter, Carpenter’s Shelter, Senior Services of
Alexandria and Alexandria Neighborhood
Health Services.

“Where else can you try 15 different res-
taurants, nice wine and beer and enjoy good
music? It’s actually a pretty cheap date,”
John Renner said. “That is unless your date
starts bidding in the auction,” Joan Renner
laughed.

John Renner was quick to add, “But that’s
OK,” as they chimed in unison “because it
all goes to charity.”

Restaurants this year include Hard Times,
Tempo, Union Street Public House,
Overwood, Red, Hot and Blue and Pork
Barrel BBQ. For sweet tooth cravings, Bit-
tersweet Café and Ben and Jerry’s will be
on hand.

“Restaurants like Hard Times and Tempo
are real troopers,” Joan Renner said.  “Fred
[Parker] comes and serves the chili himself
and ‘Mango’ Mike will actually be there
serving up some barbeque. They come in
person because they see it as a chance to
give back to the community.”

Asian food will be featured for the first

time with the addition of Red Curry and Mai
Thai and Indian food debuts with Bombay
Curry.

“Everybody that makes this event happen
is a volunteer,” Joan Renner said. “All the
restaurants are donating the food and a core
group of dedicated volunteers work tire-
lessly so that all the money raised goes di-
rectly to charity.”

Some of those volunteers include Karen
Hughes as the set-up chief. “I picked her
because I needed someone who could tell
people what to do,” Joan Renner laughed.

Janet Barnett writes the script, John
Kreutzer handles the restaurants and Gant
Redmond will reprise his role as auction-
eer.

“Tamara Gifford is chair for the silent
auction,” Joan Renner said. “Darcy Tillman
is our volunteer coordinator and I handle
the logistics. I’m the person with the 20-
page checklist.”

Both Renners are quick to single out Steve
Wharton, Rotary president in 2008, as the
man that allowed John Renner’s dream to
become a reality. “We owe a lot to Steve for
making this happen,” Joan Renner said.
“Steve was in the leadership position to say
‘yes, let’s do this.’”

Still, the visionary behind the event is
John Renner, who together with Joan was
named as a 2010 Living Legend of Alexan-
dria. “We all believed we could do this be-
cause John believed and convinced us we
could,” Joan Renner said. “He was the driv-
ing force and gave the club the vision of
putting on this event.”

Known for their many volunteer contri-
butions, the Renners do get fatigued at
times.

“It does take its toll on us,” John Renner
said. “We do get tired — no two ways about
it. But it’s good for us and good for the com-

Joan and John Renner sort
through auction items for Friday’s
Taste For Giving fundraiser at the
Torpedo Factory.
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Alexandria Sales Tax Revenue
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

revenue* 1,725,508 1,486,065 1,978,829 1,944,380 1,949,058 2,104,822 1,899,993
change** -2.5% -7.9% 6.9% -1.6% 1.7% -8.6% -6.8%

revenue* 1,769,618 1,612,837 1,851,427 1,975,215 1,915,634 2,302,513 2,039,133 1,806,144 1,951,952 1,962,694 1,844,845 2,064,548
change** 10.1% -0.6% -2.6% 0.7% -3.9% 7.9% 5.2% -5.2% -3.4% 3.1% -3.2% -10.4%

revenue* 1,607,772 1,622,023 1,901,557 1,962,159 1,994,334 2,134,653 1,938,284 1,904,265 2,019,681 1,904,265 1,905,467 2,304,811
change** -2.7% 2.2% -3.2% 4.8% 0.2% 4.3% 6.0% 5.7% 6.2% -2.8% 7.6% 4.2%

* total revenue for the month
** this year’s revenue compared to the previous year

2010

2009

2008

SOURCE:  Virginia, via the Finance Department

Use unadjusted numbers

munity. And it’s just the right thing to do.”
The Renners continue to share an ongo-

ing passion to give back to the city they love
and call home.

“Joan grew up in the city and the city’s
been good to her,” John Renner said of his
wife, who is a 1975 graduate of T.C. Will-
iams High School. “We want to see the city
and everybody prosper. That’s really what
it’s all about.”

For tickets or more information, call 703-
535-1200 or visit www.alexandria
rotary.org.

See Millben,  Page 9
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Driven Home
Taxi drivers in Alexandria now face strict new rules that limit

their employment options. Yet the new taxicab regulation adopted
by Alexandria City Council members last week also softened the
blow for companies that don’t meet dispatch requirements, re-
ducing the penalty from shutting down non-compliant compa-
nies to merely placing them on some kind of probationary status.

At issue is a classic labor-versus-management dilemma.
Drivers want to work for companies with low stand-dues fees,

but company owners say they reinvest the money into technol-
ogy that allows them to offer dispatch service. Somewhere in
between are city regulators, who have now been authorized to
enforce the new rulebook adopted last weekend.

“It’s a win-win,” said Yellow Cab Company owner Jim Yates,
a vocal advocate of using regulatory rules to protect companies
with dispatch service. “The consumer will win by maintaining
dispatch service, and the companies that don’t meet the require-
ment will be able to survive.”

Former City Councilman Joyce Woodson disagreed that the
new regulation is a “win-win” scenario. She criticized the move
as a setback for the ability of drivers to transfer between compa-
nies. Part of the new regulation forbids transfers that would re-
duce a company by 5 percent, and another clause outlaws cab
companies from growing more than 20 percent. Drivers who work
for companies that meet dispatch requirements can transfer while
those who work for companies that don’t make the grade are
frozen in place.

“They are micromanaging the industry,” Woodson concluded
after the hearing. “And they are punishing drivers in the process.”

Fortifying Oversight
When does fortified wine cross the line? It’s a matter of taste,

and Councilman Paul Smedberg wants to make sure the streets
of Old Town do not return to the days when taxicab drivers would
refuse to stop at certain blocks on King Street. When City Council
members considered a special-use permit that would allow Up-
per King Street wine cheese shop La Fromagerie to open a new
restaurant, Smedberg questioned a modification of standard con-
dition language that permits the sale of fortified wine

“So we’re not talking about Mad Dog 20/20?” asked the coun-
cilman, referring to a low-end fortified wine produced by New
York winemaker Mogen David.

“That’s right,” explained deputy planning director Barbara
Ross. “We’re talking about specialized ports, sherries, that sort
of thing.”

“Do they still make it?” asked Mayor Bill Euille.
“I looked it up on Google,” responded Smedberg.

City of Lights
When does a sign cross the line from sophisticated branding to

garish light pollution? The issue was spotlighted last weekend,
when City Council members were called on to take action to
change existing regulation.

For years, Alexandria had a fairly restrictive rule outlawing il-
luminated signs on any building taller than 35 feet. Now City
Council members have decided it would be a bright idea to lighten
the load of businesses seeking to light up the night. At issue was
a request by accounting firm Kearney & Company, which consid-
ers “lighted signage … an extremely high priority” according to a
report from city planners.

“We need something to show we’re up there with the big guys,”
explained Concilwoman Del Pepper.

City Council members eventually agreed to scrap the restric-
tive regulation, letting the auditors install the illuminated sign
high above Duke Street. Some criticized the action as a move
that would create more light pollution in Alexandria, obscuring
the constellations from being observed with the naked eye. After
a brief discussion of the issue, council members agreed to revisit
the issue in two years.

“Might as well include a report about how much light pollution
has increased,” said North Old Towner Tim McGhee.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

By Gale Curcio

Gazette Packet

O
nce again, Old Town Alexandria Con-
nection (OTAC) held a reception for
members and friends.

This year, it was held at the
Waterman Place in Old Town, Alexandria, courtesy
of Carr Properties and Workplaces. The reservation
website was designed by Solution Works and refresh-
ments were provided by Red Poppy Catering. Guests
enjoyed an evening of networking and door prizes.

OTAC member Peter Baldwin, said, “OTAC’s third
annual reception had many more attendees than our
first two, was attended by an extremely diverse group
of regional business leaders, and many guests still
remained while we were cleaning up. I’d call that a
successful event.”

Baldwin also received a note from Barbara Ann
Beisler, Winning Ways, saying, “Thank you for in-
viting me to be a guest at your networking event. I
met some wonderful people and heard some great
stories. When I meet with Joan [Fletcher], today I
will definitely be telling her she missed a fabulous
event.”

Another OTAC member, Peter Williams received
this note from Heidi and Khalil, Fix4MyPC Support
Team. “Thank you for inviting us to be part of the

OTAC Networking event this evening. We enjoyed
meeting everyone and we look forward to the next
visit.”

OTAC is comprised of small businesses and orga-
nizations. To apply for membership, OTAC candidates
must attend at least two consecutive meetings be-
fore they can submit a membership application for
consideration.

Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Wednes-
day of each month at Belle Haven Country Club
in Alexandria, with luncheon costs borne indi-
vidually, plus an annual membership fee is $50.
Contact Peter Baldwin at 703-548-3108 or
pbaldwin@theadvisoryboardprogram.com.

Gale Curcio is an independent writer and public
relations consultant in Mount Vernon.

Old Town Alexandria
Connection hosts reception.

Opportunity for Networking

Send announcements to the Gazette
Packet, by e-mail to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Photos and artwork encouraged.
Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

Reunions of Alexandria is thinking
pink. For the month of October, this 22-
year-old shop filled with antiques and
gifts is giving back to women. A percent-
age of all sales in October will go to
Susan G. Komen for the Cure. Reunions
is located at 1709 Centre Plaza in Alex-
andria. Call 703-931-8161.

Mark Stull has joined the Merrill
Lynch office in Alexandria as a finan-
cial advisor. Stull has over 20 years of
experience in the financial services in-
dustry. He joined Merrill Lynch from
Ameriprise where he served as a finan-
cial advisor.

Alexandria-area dressbarn stores
will join dressbarn stores around the

nation in observing National Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month in October.
Beginning Oct. 1 and continuing
through Dec. 15, dressbarn stores will
have the “smoochable pooch” Skye, a
soft, plush stuffed animal, available for
adoption for $5. The entire $2 net profit
from each sale will go to the American
Cancer Society (ACS) to support local
and national breast cancer initiatives.

Mary Peters, CTC, owner of
Friendly Travel of Alexandria was
honored with ASTA’s 2010 Travel Agent
of the Year Award, during a presenta-
tion at The Trade Show in Orlando, Fla.
The award, inspired by Joseph W.
Rosenbluth, recognizes an active travel
agent member who has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the travel industry
and whose influence and professional
activity have advanced the status of
travel agents.

Federal Management Partners,
Inc. of Alexandria received the Patriot

Award issued by the Virginia Committee
for Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve in recognition of the firm’s out-
standing support of employees who
serve in the National Guard and Re-
serves. FMP is a strategic consulting firm
dedicated improving the effectiveness of
the Federal government.

Stites & Harbison, which has at-
torneys in Alexandria, placed in the Top
25 of all U.S. law firms. The national
first-tier rankings will be in the October
issue of U.S. News & World Report,
available Sept. 27. The rankings are also
at www.usnews.com/bestlawfirms.

Alexandria Taxpayers United
(ATU), the independent voice for
Alexandria’s taxpayers, announces the
selection of Old Town resident John
Stephenson as its new president. In
his new role, Stephenson will work to
advance ATU’s mission of fighting for
lower taxes, less spending, and more
transparency in the City of Alexandria.

Business Notes

Peter Baldwin and Peter Williams address
the crowd at the Old Town Alexandria
Connection reception.

Ellen Hamilton, Tom Shaw and Kevin
Mohorn, executive director of Miss Alexan-
dria Organization, visit at the Old Town
Alexandria Connection reception.

Durwood Gould and Connie Dale enter
the Old Town Alexandria Connection
reception.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  October 21-27, 2010  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
29 years of quality projects

Specializing in:
• Crown Moldings
• Wainscoting & Chair Railings
• Accent Trims
• Door & Window Trims
• Door & Hardware Installation
• Drywall Repairs
• Other Carpentry projects

Millben
Marvin Hamlisch.
“Twenty-eight years of my live, I have

been blessed with great experiences,” said
Millben. “I thank God for a great mother
and father, a great partner, and a great
church.”

This week, Millben will appear as Sister
Paulette Denise Jones in “Sanctified,” a play
about a small black church, standing on its
traditions and its last legs as it is faced with

From Page 7

News

the challenge of working together in their
last-ditch effort for a successful revival in
hopes of rebuilding their reputation and
their congregation.

This task seems overwhelming when their
young, newly acquired interim Pastor,
Harold P. Jones attempts to upgrade the
choir’s lackluster repertoire. His ideas prove
to be a little too fast-paced for the elders,
even more so when the pastor seeks help
from his cousin, the diva-of-all-divas and
gospel singer extraordinaire Sister Paulette
Denise Jones.

“I am so grateful to Javon Johnson and
Derrick Sanders for offering me this role,”

said Millben. “It is a fun role, different from
what I’ve done, but a nice change.”

Commissioned by Alabama Shakespeare
Festival, “Sanctified” set out to explore the
traditional world of gospel music as it has
been revolutionized by hip-hop and the R&B
sound.

Playwright Javon Johnson stated: “This
is a warm, joyous, hymn-filled show that
bears witness to the trials and triumphs of
the African-American church. The project
set out to explore the traditional world of
gospel music and how it has been twisted,
turned, and constantly revolutionized by the
hip-hop and the R&B sound.”

“Sanctified” will be shown at the Lincoln
Theatre, Oct. 21 – Nov. 14, Thursdays-Sat-
urdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. The Thursday, Oct. 21 performance
will be at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $37 to $47
(plus applicable service and facility
charges). Tickets are available at the Lin-
coln Theatre Box Office, online at
www.Ticketmaster.com, and via phone at
202-397-SEAT (7328).  Discounts are avail-
able for groups of 20 or more by calling 202-
635-0785.  For more information, call 202-
328-6000 or visit
www.letsgetsanctified.com or
www.thelincolntheatre.org.
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Endorsement in Congressional Race
Editor’s note: Gazette Packet/Connection endorse-

ments are based on which candidates will best serve their
local districts in Congress. While we disagree with each
of these candidates on significant issues, these are the
candidates who are best equipped to effectively deliver
what is needed in each one’s local congressional district.

Jim Moran
In the 8th

J
im Moran knows a good thing when
he sees it. Being in a position to de-
liver billions of dollars for innovative
work into the local economy via de-

fense and homeland security contracts is a
good thing. He’s correct that it’s a major rea-
son Northern Virginia’s unemployment rate is
half what is it nationally. His efforts have
played a significant role in bringing more than

$40 billion in government contracts specifically
into the 8th district.

While Moran has been in Congress
for nearly two decades, he started in
local government in the City of Alex-
andria. Smart people who have cut
their teeth at the local level and who
have their hearts in the right place have a big
leg up when it comes to representing their con-
stituents well, especially here in the Washing-
ton region.

Moran is a great example of this phenom-
enon at work over time. He is an effective ad-
vocate for rail to Dulles and other transporta-
tion improvements. He has been an advocate
for the environment and the Chesapeake Bay,
humane treatment of animals and equal pay
for women. He is positioned to help the re-
gion make the best of BRAC and the unfortu-
nate moving of 20,000 defense workers away
from workplaces with access to Metro.

Moran and his challenger Patrick Murray
aren’t playing to the center. Moran, aside from
his role in delivering defense dollars to local

contractors, swings to the left. He has
challenged the Obama administration
on Iraq and opposed the surge in Af-
ghanistan. He predicts that without a

change in approach, we’ll have 100,000 troops
in Afghanistan for more than a decade, an out-
come no one embraces. Murray trumpeted the
arrival of the “Bush/Cheney Alumni” into his
Alexandria and Arlington based district. He is
prone to begin sentences, “The founders of this
country didn’t intend É”

Jim Moran’s real opponent is voter apathy.
He represents his district well, both function-
ally and in political views. He does need Demo-
crats to come out and vote.

 Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial

By Lillian Brooks

And Linda Odell

T
he year 2003 was not a happy time
for Marco Aguilar. Marco made some
stupid mistakes and allowed himself

be influenced by negative peer pressure. This
critical decision in his teenage years led Marco
down the road of the Alexandria juvenile court
system. When Marco was placed on juvenile
probation, he decided to make better choices
for his life. He completed over 100 hours of
community service by picking up trash for
Adopt a Park, doing river restoration work and
helping the elderly with activities at a local re-
tirement home. Once Marco’s court-ordered
community service hours were completed,
Marco proceeded to volunteer as a co-facilita-
tor at the Alexandria Court Service Unit’s

Congratulations Citizen Marco
Shoplifter’s Alternative Program located at
Target store in Potomac Yard.

Probation and program staff at the Court
Service Unit spoke highly of Marco’s strong
work ethic and his kindness and compas-
sion for others. Marco’s court case has long
been closed, but he continues to serve. For
4 1/2 years, Marco has served our nation
in the United States Marine Corps and did
a tour in Iraq. He is currently a member of
the Artillery Instructor Battalion at
Quantico. On Sept. 22, on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial, Corporal Marco Aguilar
became a U.S. Citizen. Congratulations Citi-
zen Corporal Marco Aguilar! You make us
proud.

See Letters,  Page 11

Cpl. Marco Aguilar

Letters to the Editor

Leave Torpedo
Factory Alone
To the Editor:

Your 30 Sept. article about an
artistic versus business vision of
the Torpedo Factory Art Center
(“Counting Beans,” page 1) was
both interesting and timely.  Inter-
esting, because it was followed on
Sunday, Oct. 3, by coverage of
museums in the style section of the
Washington Post.  Timely, because
the Alexandria City Council will
consider changes of the Art Cen-
ter governance, and possibly of the
building itself, at three Council
meetings in October.

The meeting of the Agenda Al-
exandria group, reported in your
article, covered many matters de-
tailed in a management consult-
ants report (MAI) prepared for
City Council and delivered last

February.  Much of this focused on
financial matters, revenue to the
City, and sales by the artists.
Among the considered changes
within the building, which your
article stressed, are the creation of
a gallery shop and a restaurant.
Strange, when along the 17 blocks
of King Street, from the river to
the metro station, there already
exist some 140 retail establish-
ments plus some 75 places to eat.
Why more of both and why more
competition to those existing —
and in space subsidized by the
City?

Let us turn to the Post’s museum
article.  Among the 95 listings in
an area ranging from Richmond,
through D.C., to Baltimore, the
Torpedo Factory’s Target Gallery
was one of six named in Alexan-
dria.  But that failed to mention
others attracting visitors to Alex-
andria such as: Ramsey House,

Lyceum, Friendship Firehouse,
Freedom Museum, Fort Ward Mu-
seum, Del Ray Artisans, Ath-
enaeum, Art League Gallery, and
the Alexandria Archeological Mu-
seum.

The point from this listing is to
emphasize the extent and diver-
sity of artistic, cultural, and edu-
cational activities now in Alexan-
dria.  And that can be said with-
out even venturing into the realms
of music and drama.  Combined,
these constitute a large flotilla
advancing aesthetic matters and
providing for individual experi-
ences.  The Torpedo Factory Art
Center can be viewed as the flag-
ship of this fleet.  As I said at the
May meeting of the Alexandria
Council for the Arts, to discuss the
MAI report, there should be an
effort, comparable to the current
focus on business and revenue,
whose aim is to bring that fleet

into more unison and provide
mutual support for their endeav-
ors.

While that expansive support
effort gesticulates and grows, the
effort to codify a Torpedo Factory
Governing Board should be aban-
doned or put on hold.  The Alex-
andria community associations, as
well as City Council and City Hall,
as well as the business community,
need to contemplate such support
needs and opportunities.  The City
Council, Manager, and Assistant
Manager need to reconsider the
paradigms that are moving them
and replace commerce, income,
and bean counting with art, cul-
ture, education, and a good life for
Alexandria residents as well as
visitors.

Since the Torpedo Factory Art
Center was formed 30 years ago,
during the Nation’s bicentennial

Lillian Brooks is the director of the Alexandria
Court Services and Linda Odell is the director of Al-
ternative Programs at the Court Services Unit.
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com  for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

PUNTA CANA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC Jan. 15-22...$780 plus tax
Includes air from BWI, 7-Nights Riu Bambu Resort with All Meals &
Beverages. Transfers & Porterage (Transfers to BWI are offered)

ATLANTA & JEKYLL ISLAND BY MOTORCOACH Feb. 20 – 26....$799
Includes Deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 6-Nights Hotel, Daily
Breakfast, 4 Dinners, Sightseeing. Call for detailed itinerary.

DELUXE SMALL SHIP PANAMA CANAL CRUISE Celebrity’s
AZAMARA’S “Journey” Jan. 30 – Feb. 15 ...................$2740 plus tax
Cruise from San Diego to Miami through the Canal With All Meals &
Entertainment with Balcony Cabin! Call for details on ship & itinerary.

INOVA® ALEXANDRIA
HOSPITAL

The 29th Annual Fall
Fashion Show Luncheon

and Silent Auction
Presented by

THE BOARD OF LADY MANAGERS

of

Styled by

Modeled by physicians and nurses
from INOVA Alexandria Hospital.

All profits benefit INOVA Alexandria Hospital Surgical Services
through the Board’s newest commitment to purchase nine

state-of-the-art anesthesia machines.

General, $43  ~  Patron, $53  ~  Benefactor, $65

For Reservations and Tickets:
Call Lynda West, 703-836-8853

Friday, October 29, 2010
Alexandria Hilton Mark Center

5000 Seminary Road ~ Alexandria, Virginia

10:30 a.m. - Reception and Silent Auction
12 Noon - Luncheon, Fashion Show & Door Prizes

From Page 10
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See Letters,  Page 14

celebrations, Alexandria has risen to a
prominence which can be exemplified by
its position as third of the top 25 art desti-
nations designated by the American Style
magazine.  Did not the Torpedo Factory Art
Center making a prominent contribution to
that?  The MAI report (at page 9) attributes
some $15 million spent in the City in 2009
to that spent by visitors of the Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center.  For the moment, leave it
alone.

John Belshé
Alexandria

Matter of Spin?
To the Editor:

Are the citizens of Alexandria asleep at
the wheel when it comes to the public edu-
cation of their children and the spending
of their tax dollars? What is the Alexandria
City Public School system doing spending
$12,000 a month to hire a litigation com-
munications consultant whom The Los An-
geles Times deemed “a first call for those
who find themselves in difficult high-risk
crises?” Alexandria Schools Superintendent
Mort Sherman would have the people of this
city believe that the hiring of yet another

consultant was done in order to answer the
complicated question: “What kind of com-
munications strategy is needed by Alexan-
dria City Public Schools?” Is that even a
serious question, let alone one which mer-
its the spending of so much public money
in this economy? No to both. If a dire com-
munications strategy were truly the case,
then that is a need which should be ad-
dressed by the school system’s own Com-
munications Department. After all, is that
not why that department exists? If this burn-
ing question can not be addressed by the
Communications Department, than surely
one of the many, already existing directors,

executive directors, deputy superinten-
dents, or even the superintendent himself
can lend some guidance. Or that may be a
question best left up to the Alexandria
School Board to address. Sadly though, the
answering of that educationally imperative
question is most likely not the reason be-
hind this hire. More than likely, this hire
was made in order to spin declining num-
bers and results into progress and reform.
The citizens, parents, teachers, students,
and press of this city need to begin to ask
serious questions about the direction of
ACPS and not accept the spin which has
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Over 20 Years of Experience

703-354-4333 • www.metrogutter.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Financing Available

Serving
VA, MD & DC

Services Provided:
• Gutter Cleaning, Repair

& Replacement

• Chimney Cleaning,
Repair & Replacement

• Exterior Carpentry

• Aluminum Wrapping
• Pressure Washing

* Roofing/Siding Repair
& Replacement

* Window Replacement
* Solar Thermal

(Hot Water)
* Solar Electric (PV)
* Weatherization,

Insulation & More

UP TO $500 OFF
ANY INSTALLATION

Take 15% OFF up to $500
Total Discount

Let Us Help You
Maintain
& Protect

Your Home!

FREE ENERGY AUDIT
& 10% DISCOUNT

UP TO $300
With Complete Roof, Siding,

and/or Window Replacement.

*Eligible for energy tax credits & rebates

Opinion

By Alicia Hughes

Councilwoman, City of Alexandria

R
egionalism is a concept that has per
meated discussions throughout the
Commonwealth for decades. How

various localities can work together to pro-
vide mutual benefit across jurisdictional
lines has been the subject of immense study.
The Virginia Commission on Government
Reform and Restructuring is spearheading

an effort to achieve it
yet again and central to
the discussion is what
incentives can be of-

fered to stimulate cooperation.
Recently, the Alexandria City Council and

Arlington County Board made history when
sitting in a joint work session centered on
transportation around Potomac Yards in
relation to Arlington’s Crystal City Gateway
to discuss projects that have potential for
regional collaboration. Naturally, given an-
ticipated additional traffic ills due to BRAC
on the West End, the Beauregard Corridor
entered the discussion, too. I write to eluci-
date this joint transportation effort as a re-
gionalism case study.

Alexandria, with approximately 150,000
citizens has an annual budget of $531 mil-
lion while Arlington County, with approxi-
mately 225,000 citizens, has an annual bud-
get of $1.1 billion. Thus while Arlington’s

population is a
third larger than
Alexandria’s, its
budget is double.
Also, for years Ar-
lington has as-
sessed a commer-
cial add-on tax
and, though under
contemplation for
the upcoming fis-

cal year, Alexandria has not. At present,
Arlington’s existing development around
the Yard is more than 30 times Alexandria’s
existing development and when evaluating
existing plus approved development,
Arlington’s development is 10 times greater
than Alexandria’s. At full build-out of
planned development, Arlington’s tax base
at the Yard will be four times greater than
Alexandria’s. The net effect is Arlington has
more revenue and will continue to have
more revenue as we contemplate joint
projects, with some, such as the streetcar,
requiring matching contributions.

There is, as should be, much ado about
regional connectivity and multi-modal
transportation, especially given current
West End gridlock and its exacerbation due
to BRAC. But Alexandria, in terms of dense
development, is not Arlington. And in real-
ity, many Alexandria residents do not want
it to be. Thus, our most prevalent question

is how do we fund multi-modal transporta-
tion and take advantage of opportunities
for regional collaboration when our fund-
ing does not equate to that of surrounding
jurisdictions and citizens do not want the
additional density that will generate more
tax revenue? Does a sitting City Council
with three new members approve a $140
million streetcar project that does not pro-
vide for citywide infrastructure? Or do we
conclude that the streetcar is not the proper
answer to what the public perceives as a
ruinous lack of intervention on the part of
the previous City Council to encourage
BRAC to locate its new facilities at the Vic-
tory Center and instead give priority to less
expensive options and the establishment of
infrastructure that will connect through our
entire city rather than to another one only?
Importantly, while looking at transporta-

tion, we can not do so to the derelict of
maintaining public safety and building nec-
essary structures as set forth in the City’s
Capital Improvement Plan.

These are hard questions that we must
answer and harsh realities and ugly truths
that we must face. While I, as Virginia Com-
missioner on Government Reform and Re-
structuring wholeheartedly endorse the
concept of regionalism, I as an Alexandrian
question the extent to which regionalism
for certain modes of transportation are right
for Alexandria just now. While I am proud
to be a Virginian and proud to be a North-
ern Virginian, I am first and foremost proud
to be an Alexandrian and the question that
must be answered for me first is what is in
the best interest of our City? Please share
your thoughts at
alicia.hughes@alexandriava.gov.

Much Ado About Regional Connectivity, Transportation

Commentary
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been provided and will surely flow forth
in the near future. Enough of the buzz
words and hollow promises. What is the
clear goal for the school system over this
school year and how is that goal being
measured? That is question which should
demand an answer, and not one from any
consultant.

Tim Leary

Focus on Learning
To the Editor:

I submit this letter in response to the ar-
ticle drafted by Morton Sherman, Ed.D.,
superintendent of the Alexandria Public
Schools, Thursday, Sept. 23, 2010, titled
“Technology for the 21st Century Learner.”

Fortunately the article was printed be-
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neath the heading of ‘Opinion’
as many of the statements made
within the column verge on the
fictitious.

Providing laptops to every stu-
dent enrolled at TC. Williams may
be a point of pride for the employ-
ees of central office, it neither gar-
ners student achievement nor does
it bridge the digital divide. Dr.
Sherman and his column does not
report that the laptops issued to
students can not access the
internet using wireless service in
any building other than TC Will-
iams during school hours. It bears
repeating, the student laptops
can’t access the internet when it
is not at school, not at a public li-
brary, a coffee house or at home
unless the student can master the
obstacles of dial up service and the
incompatibility of internet sites
that operate at high speeds.

There is no manual or tech sup-
port phone number provided to
students to assist them with the
operation of the laptops. Even
when they are distributed, log in
numbers, passwords, or start up
instructions aren’t issued so that
starting up the computer and get-
ting it to work is a matter of trial
and error. No instructional time is
designated to teach students how
to use the software or features of
the laptop, and information can’t
be transferred from the laptops to
other computers either by attach-
ing a zip drive, or e-mail (a ser-
vice that was available to students
two years ago) thereby making
working collaboratively as a group
much more difficult. Students
can’t print completed work from
any other location but school
where they are limited to150
pages for the entire year, discour-
aging the practice of revision and
editing. In short, this technology
is not the for the 21st century
learner  extending the world from
their fingertips, it is a word pro-
cessor, one evolutionary step past
a typewriter.

Given the restriction and limited
use of the laptops distributed to
students, some questions are
raised by the assertions made in
the article, beginning with the very
premise of the program.

As it was initiated in 2003, is
there any data to support the the-
sis that the distribution of the lap
tops in fact bridges the ‘digital di-
vide’- or is there any discernible
correlation to an improvement in
student work product, research or
performance? The superintendent,
a proponent of using data to shape
education, is uncharacteristically
mute on the subject.

When wireless service is ex-
tended to additional and more di-
verse neighborhoods within the

See Letters,  Page 16
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city will student laptops ever be
able to access the internet from
those networks?

While Blackboard is an excellent
tool that students and teachers
utilize extensively, how are the 24
percent  of students who don’t
have computers at home, to access
the site in the evening or on the
weekend when their laptops will
not even be able to connect to the
internet? (My students refer to
Blackboard constantly — but al-
ways from a home computer).

Likewise, how are 24 percent of
the parents who don’t have com-
puters at home expected to use
the ACPS Academic Access when
it  is an internet dependent pro-
gram?

Did the 30 students who partici-
pated in the online summer pro-
gram use school issued laptops to
complete their work?

Perhaps the most troubling as-
pect of the article occurs when the
use of data is linked to the man-
agement of Individual Achieve-
ment Plans. Dr. Sherman writes:
“Counselors will be able to access
the most up-to-date information
about student progress, and they
will serve as case managers for
each student’s plan.. How is it that
we are now instructing guidance
counselors to manage the plan and
not the education of the student.
Wasn’t it always their job to moni-
tor the progress and requirements
of the students — is that not the
job description? Haven’t they had
Blackboard access for years? The
example of a young mother tak-
ing four classes over the summer
to graduate is used to demonstrate
the successful and innovative use
of technology, instead highlighting
a shocking failure in a system that
would allow a student to fail more
than half of their course load be-
fore providing a remedy.

Technology be it laptops, calcu-
lators, or telephones are tools that
go to assist the process of educat-
ing students supported by able and
resourceful teachers.  It is so dis-
appointing that in seven years of
use the laptops have not been used
to ‘individualize’ the experience to
students who needed additional
support in fundamental math or
reading skills as the software could
have been installed serving as an
instrument of remediation.

I agree that parents, and educa-
tors need to prepare today’s stu-
dents for using the rapidly chang-
ing technological resources that
will define the careers and mar-
ketplace of the future. Having a
laptop will not make someone a
successful student as an unread
book will not make them smarter.
Having the power of a computer
for personal use is a luxury and a
resource that our students are

lucky to have, but they would be
better served by an administrative
structure that will deliver on the
promises it makes; technology that
is not burdensome and tedious to
use, adapted to meet each
student’s needs, classes that are
small enough to actually be per-
sonal, and knowledgeable counse-
lors who offer guidance and sup-
port to becoming successful stu-
dents. I sincerely hope that ACPS
can develop a plan and procedure
to unlock the potential inherent in
the laptop program (which should
not take seven years to develop).
More urgently I expect, that be-
yond the rhetorical flourishes of
the superintendent, a serious and
meaningful education can be de-
livered to our students so that their
potential is transformed to success
academically and in the rest of
their lives. Handing them a tool
doesn’t make that happen, teach-
ing them how to use it does.

Tamar Powers
Parent of two T. C. Williams

students, Alexandria

Waterfront
Creativity
To the Editor:

Residents must take control of
waterfront planning process.

The City’s so-called “draft water-
front concept plan” reverses nearly
40 years of efforts to create a pub-
lic space in what was an historic
seaport. If approved by City Coun-
cil — as an amendment to the
waterfront small area plan — the
result will be the further
privatization of the waterfront
under the guise of economic de-
velopment.

As usual, an expensive consult-
ant put together a plan that claims
to reflect the views of residents
and organizations like the Old
Town Civic Association. I disagree.
What the plan does is to promote
a vision for the waterfront that
mirrors the City’s view of eco-
nomic development and tourism.
There appears to have been little
attempt to look at the currently
approved land-uses or to look at
what other uses beyond those of
traditional retail might better fit
with this historic waterfront and
Alexandria more broadly.

As a result, a developer who
wants to buy two of the largest
parcels — the north and south
Robinson Terminal warehouses,
for example — would very likely
be permitted to construct boutique
hotels and town homes there. In
fact, this is precisely what city of-
ficials think would spruce the wa-
terfront up. These are not the kind
of imaginative solutions that will
build on what we have achieved
over the last few decades and re-

tain what is so unique about the
Alexandria riverfront.

A key reason to start this plan-
ning process, now more than a
year old and years late starting,
was to look at such questions and
brainstorm about what might re-
place these older industrial uses.
However, what many are calling a
hostile takeover of the Torpedo
Factory Arts Center by the city il-
lustrates, I think, what is lacking
here: A sustainable plan that
builds upon what is unique about
Alexandria. We are not National
Harbor, which is a theme park. We
are a town with history, and one
would hope, imagination.

This process should essentially
be started over. It should be a bot-
toms-up plan, not a top-down ex-
ercise. My first suggestion would
be to take a look at the ideas gen-
erated by the arts community and
in particular the Arts on the Wa-
terfront committee. If the Torpedo
Factory debate has made anything
clear, it is that such uses attract
tourists. OK, maybe some of the
ideas seem a touch too modernis-
tic for Alexandria, but the idea of
converting old spaces into mari-
time museums and other related
uses is a lot more interesting and
sustainable. We must have a work-
able parking plan too.

Yet all we can apparently imag-
ine are boutique hotels and town
homes and erecting new restau-
rants (with parking for an historic
waterfront use) right on top of an
existing park. This must not hap-
pen. We can do better.

Andrew Macdonald

Meeting ‘Pope’
To the Editor:

Bob Coulter and his wife, long-
time Alexandria residents, brought
daughter, Christie, 10, to meet Al-
exandria Gazette Packet reporter-
author Michael Lee Pope at the
premiere of his new book, “Ghosts
of Alexandria.” As they got closer
to the Athenaeum for the recep-
tion, Christie announced she was
really happy to finally get a chance
to meet The Pope. She was no less
enthusiastic, though, when instead
of meeting Pope Benedict XVI she
met Alexandria’s own Pope,
Michael Lee Pope.

Harry Covert

Effects
On Seniors
To the Editor:

As a senior citizen, I think it’s
time for Seniors to act against
what Jim Moran and his cohorts
have done to Seniors with
Obamacare. We need to vote him
out of office. To recap the effect of
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this bill on Seniors:
❖ $575 billion in projected re-

ductions from the bill mostly by
cuts in Medicare Advantage
(about a 50 percent reduction in
enrollment).

❖ Medicare payment rates for
doctors to be cut by 30 percent
over the next three years.

❖ Cuts of $818 billion from
Medicare Part A (hospital cover-
age) over the first 10 years.

❖ Higher taxes on drugs and
medical devices which are most
used by Seniors.

❖ Elimination of tax deductibil-
ity for employers who provide
drugs payments to retirees.

❖ Establishment of the Indepen-
dent Payment Advisory Board to
develop even more cuts to Seniors’
healthcare.

The net result of all this is that
doctors and hospitals are certain
to cut back on their willingness to
handle Medicare patients. There is
already a looming shortage in pri-
mary physicians which is only ad-
dressed to a limited extent by the
bill. This bill just about guarantees
a reduction in the quality of care
for Seniors and the kind of wait-
ing times now seen in the UK and
Canada. They avoid use of the word
“rationing” but if you can’t find a
doctor, you’re getting rationed.

Jim Moran has voted to pass
health care reform on the backs of
Seniors and nothing will change
as long as he and his cronies are
in office. Seniors, we need more
principled and independent repre-
sentation of the kind offered by
Patrick Murray who will work to
fix the damage to Seniors done by
this bill. Please talk to your friends
about this, get out the vote too, as
the bumper sticker says, “Retire
Jim Moran”!

A J Kearney, Alexandria

Cut Spending
To the Editor:

I write in support of Patrick
Murray, candidate for the 8th Con-

gressional District of Virginia. I
have followed Mr. Murray from the
beginning of his quest for public
office.  He has always been hon-
est, articulate, and clear in his con-
victions. More importantly, I agree
with him that lower taxes and cur-
tailed government spending will
keep money in the private sector
where jobs are actually created.
He will also work for real reform
of our health care system, includ-
ing allowing insurance companies
to compete across state lines and
fixing the out-of-control medical
malpractice industry.  I believe he
will act as a watchdog to defend
Virginia from federal encroach-
ment on our state’s rights and pre-
rogatives and refocus the federal
government on its proper job of
protecting our national security
interests.  Mr. Murray’s long career
in military and diplomatic arenas
has prepared him well for national
office.  He has conducted a hands-
on, boots-on-the-ground campaign
that has connected with people in
all the diverse neighborhoods of
the 8th District, along the way
winning the endorsements of John
McCain, Governor Robert
McDonnell, Virginia State Board of
Education member Dave Foster,
and many local officials.  For a
man who has never run for public
office, that is a remarkable
achievement.

I will be proud to vote for him
on Nov. 2.

M.S. Ellsworth, Alexandria

Disappearing
Campaign Signs
To the Editor:

As the chair of the Alexandria
Democratic Committee, I work
every day with volunteers from
across our community to support
the principles of the Democratic
Party. The volunteers I work with
believe that we need a strong
economy that benefits all Ameri-
cans; that in the richest and most
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powerful country in the world that every-
one should have access to affordable, qual-
ity health care; that public education is vi-
tally important and that our teachers are
true heroes to our community; and that our
environment is a precious resource that
must be protected.

Because we share these values, we sup-
port Congressman Moran’s reelection and
show our support by putting up campaign
signs in legal public spaces across the city.
Over the past week, there have been doz-
ens of reports of Congressman Moran’s signs
being taken down and replaced with his
opponent’s signs; I have put up signs my-
self that have been taken down and replaced
within just a few hours. I know how hard
volunteers from all campaigns work to put
these signs up and call on those who are
breaking the law to stop doing so. As Mr.
Murray states on his website: “I want the
Murray for Congress campaign to be one
with which all involved were proud to be
associated.”  If that’s the case, I’d call on
Mr. Murray to remind his supporters that
taking down his opponent’s signs is illegal
and not something to be proud of.

Clark Mercer, Chair,
Alexandria Democratic Committee

Where’s
Democrat Label?
To the Editor:

What’s come over Jim Moran?  He once
was proud to call himself a Democrat, tell-
ing the party faithful at the annual Kennedy-
King Dinner here in Alexandria on Oct. 2
that the “Democratic donkey” was going to
start kicking the GOP’s “butt.”

So how come there’s no party identifica-
tion on his campaign website, or on the “Re-
elect Jim Moran” yard signs that have been
popping up? Candidates in Alexandria al-
most always have wanted voters to know
they were Democrats. In Arlington County,
where races for a County Board seat are also
on the November ballot, the Democratic
candidates proudly identify themselves as
such on their yard signs.

But not Jim Moran. One wonders why.
Is it because he knows that his “yes” vote

on the House “cap and trade” bill would
cost Virginia $1.2 billion and 2,000 jobs?
Is it because he knows that the health-care
bill will saddle the nation with $1.7 billion
in unfunded mandates, which along with
the $1 trillion in stimulus money — most
of it borrowed from China — adds up to a
debt load that will make many home fore-
closures look like child’s play?

Is it because he voted to adjourn the
House without adopting a budget, the first
time that has ever happened, or without
passing a single appropriations bill? Or
without voting on whether to extend the
Bush-era tax cuts, which, if allowed to ex-
pire, will cost Alexandrians who pay fed-
eral income taxes an average of $2,800?

If you do not
get The
Alexandria
Gazette
Packet
delivered to
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Is it because he has voted with House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi — the quintessential
Democrat’s Democrat — 97.5 percent of the
time? Is all this why the word “Democrat”
is absent from his yard signs and his web
site?

One wonders.
Jerry Lipson

Alexandria

Who To Trust
Over Debt?
To the Editor:

The three candidates for Congress in
Virginia’s Eighth District squared off re-
cently at a debate in Reston. During the
debate, each candidate could ask a ques-
tion to the other. Col. Patrick Murray, the
Republican challenger asked Democrat Jim
Moran what he would do differently in
terms of the deficit if he were re-elected.
Congressman Moran said he would keep
doing what he has been doing in Congress.
The rest of Moran’s response was layered
with many erroneous claims, which deserve
a fact check.

At the beginning of his response to the
question posed by Col. Murray, Congress-
man Moran said, “During the Clinton Ad-
ministration, I chaired the ‘New Democrat
Coalition.’ We put together a Balanced Bud-
get Amendment. We passed it.”

The New Democrat Coalition was formed
in 1997 by Congressmen Cal Dooley (D-

CA), Jim Moran (D-VA), and Tim Roemer
(D-IN). The last Balanced Budget Amend-
ment to pass the House was in March of
1995. The bill was submitted by Congress-
man Joe Barton (R) with 177 co-sponsors,
three of which were Democrats (none were
Congressman Moran). This bill came within
one vote of passing in the Senate during
the same year.

So there is no possible way Jim Moran’s
New Democrat Coalition could have put
together a Balanced Budget Amendment
that was passed in the House.

Let’s be honest. I am all for paying down
the debt because I do not want my two-year
old being saddled with debt I let the 535 in
Congress get away with. A Balance Budget
Amendment is just not the way to go. In
fact, if Congress could pass a law to bal-
ance the budget, why not pass a law to just
erase the Federal debt altogether or one to
give every American $25,000?

A Balance Budget Amendment does no
good without first controlling Government
spending and would bring about annual tax
increases. Lawmakers at all levels of Gov-
ernment have historically responded to bud-
get deficits with tax increases rather than
spending controls. With a Balance Budget
Amendment, we could certainly see tax in-
creases back toward pre-JFK levels.

Congressman Moran continued. “We left
President Bush with a surplus of $5.6 tril-
lion. Bush cut taxes, increased spending on

See Letters,  Page 32
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T
he Potomack Company auction
house in Alexandria established
itself as an industry leader at its

October Auction by achieving record prices
for Asian works of art with 124 Asian lots
bringing $1,112,000 in vigorous interna-
tional bidding.

The Potomack Company achieved the
third highest record worldwide for a Chi-
nese Carved White Jade Table Screen (Lot
74) that brought $411,250.  In the last 25
years, approximately 400 Chinese jade table
screens have sold worldwide at auction, and
in that time only two higher sale prices for
similar items have been realized at Christie’s
Hong Kong and London.

The Potomack Company also set a world
record for a Chinese Jade Partial Zodiac Set
(Lot 61) that sold for $164,500.

Asian Art Records
Set  at Potomack
Company Sale

SATURDAY/OCT. 30

3 p.m. to 11 p.m. Free. Parade, art, and mas-
querade with multiple performances. Art Out-
let and the Torpedo Factory Art Center col-
laborate for a marathon Dia de los Muertos
(Day of the Dead) day to night-long festival:
an afternoon of artist-made altars and
ofrendas (offerings), Mariachis, an evening
parade through Old Town; and a night-time
masquerade including bands (Mariachi
Estrellas, DJ Gringo, Hootenanny Orchestra,
Stripmall Ballads, American Sinner, and The
Torches), Dragon Fire Drummers, and tribal
belly dancing with Rhythm & Cues.

Parade, Art, and Masquerade, Performances
Ofrenda – Art for the Dead

Photos by Jennifer Beinhacker

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

T
he Alexandria Symphony Orches-
tra already knows how to satisfy the
musical palette of any patron.

Come Monday, Oct. 25, they will take a
more traditional approach with a Supper
With the Symphony fundraiser at the
Carlyle Club.

The evening will feature appearances by
ABC-7 news anchor Maureen Bunyan,
Mayor Bill Euille and Vice Mayor Kerry
Donley. Maestro Kim Allen Kluge and se-
lect ASO musicians will mingle with guests
throughout the evening.

More than 20 celebrity waiters will serve
patrons, including state Sen. Patsy Ticer and
Dr. Mort Sherman, and City Council mem-
bers Frank Fannon, Alicia Hughes, Rob
Krupicka and Paul Smedberg.

Acclaimed pianist Carlos Rodriguez will
provide entertainment along with tenor Pe-
ter Burroughs and jazz saxophonist Vaughn

Ambrose. Michael Lee Pope, author of “Ghosts
of Alexandria,” will be signing books.

A $25 two-course meal, $35-three-course
meal and $10 children’s meal will be offered
at two different seatings and all tips will
directly benefit the symphony.

Prior to Monday’s dinner, the ASO, in part-
nership with the Alexandria Performing Arts
Association, will present a free chamber
music concert Sunday at 4 p.m. the Lyceum.

ASO Concertmaster Claudia Chudacoff
and cellist Sean Neidlinger will present a

A Feast for the Senses

Violinist Claudia
Chudacoff

Cellist Sean
Neidlinger

recital of music by Ravel, Kodaly and
Beethoven.

“These are incredible musicians,” said
ASO executive director Adrien Finlay.
“The recital of duets features some
amazingly hard pieces.”

On Nov. 6, crossover violinist Jenny
Oaks Baker makes her ASO debut in a
one-night-only concert at Rachel
Schlesinger Hall.

Baker is an accomplished musician
and former first violinist with the Na-

tional Symphony Orchestra.
“Ms. Baker’s latest album, Then Sings My

Soul, hit number one on the Classical Bill-
board charts this summer,” said Karyn
Garvin, ASO operations and marketing
manager. “She bumped Yo-Yo Ma out of the
top spot and we are very excited to have
her performing with us.”

For more information on the upcoming
concerts or to view the Supper With the
Symphony menu and wine list, visit
alexsym.org.

Eclipse Opens 19th Season

Courtesy photo

William Wielgus will perform in
Sunday’s opening concert of the
Eclipse Chamber Orchestra at the
George Washington Masonic Me-
morial.

E
clipse Chamber Orchestra kicks off
its 19th season on Sunday, Oct. 24,
at the George Washington Masonic

Memorial with a concert that includes
works by Bartok, Strauss, Stravinsky and
Haydn.

Conducted by music director Sylvia
Alimena, the concert will be highlighted by
the Oboe Concerto by Richard Strauss. Wil-
liam Wielgus, a founding member of Eclipse
Chamber Orchestra and oboist with the
National Symphony Orchestra, will be fea-
tured in the three-movement concerto.

“We are excited to be kicking off the sea-
son with this concert,” said Jane Kratovil,
executive director of the orchestra. “It’s a
great mix of pieces that I know will encour-
age strong audience participation this sea-
son.”

In addition to the oboe concerto, The
Eight Instrumental Miniatures by Igor
Stravinsky will be performed. Originally

titled Les Cinque Droigt — meaning “the
five fingers” — each of the melodies can be
played in one five-finger position on the
piano.

Joseph Haydn’s Symphony No. 6, Le
Matin (Morning) was among the first com-
positions that Haydn wrote for his orches-
tra at the court of Eszterházy and is the first
of a cycle of the three symphonies to be
presented by Eclipse this season.

“We have an exciting year ahead,”
Kratovil said. “Our concert series, Mozart
Festival and Musicales all have something
wonderful to look forward to.”

Following Sunday’s performance, there
will be a reception and question-and-answer
period with the conductor and musicians.
Tickets may be reserved by calling 703-635-
2770 or purchased at the door. For more
information visit www.eclipseco.org.

— Jeanne Theismann

Cooking Demos at
Spice & Tea Exchange

The Spice & Tea Exchange Alexandria is
hosting a series of cooking demonstrations
with Old Town Alexandria’s finest chefs. Chefs
will use the selection of fresh spices available
at The Spice & Tea Exchange Alexandria to
debut their favorite dishes that can be cooked
at home. Customers will learn and taste. Res-
ervations required; $20 in advance, $25 day
of (if seating is available). Email
Alexandria@SpiceandTea.com or call, 571-
312-8505. At The Spice & Tea Exchange of
Alexandria, 320 King Street, Alexandria
(across from City Hall). Call Joy Quinn and
Taruna Reddy at 571-312-8505.

Schedule
❖ Oct. 28, 7 p.m.  — Chef Michelle Poteaux,

Bastille
❖ Nov. 28, 6 p.m. — Chef de Cuisine Chris Watson,

BRABO by Robert Wiedmaier & BRABO Tasting
Room

❖ Jan. 27, 7 p.m. — Dennis Marron, Executive
Chef, The Grille at Morrison House & Jackson 20

❖ Feb. 21, 7 p.m. — Executive Chef Anthony
Chittum, Vermilion

❖ March 29, 7 p.m. — Chef Shannon Overmiller,
Majestic Cafe and Todd Thrasher, PX Lounge

❖ April 25, 7 p.m. — Chef Nick Flores, Hank’s Oys-
ter Bar
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Lions, tigers and bears, oh my!

You may bat an eye as local Alexandria

canines come out to strut their stuff at

the annual Doggie Howl-oween

Happy Hour on October 28th.

All proceeds benefit the Animal Welfare

League of Alexandria.

480 King Street, 703.549.6080,

monaco-alexandria.com

Spooky Stuff Every year, The Wanderer

looks forward to darting through the streets of town on

Halloween night.  Wearing his mask with a rather large

treat bag in tow, he is thrilled to see new haunts through

the spider webs and jack-o-lantern light. Ghosts hung

out of windows, gnarled hands crawling out of the

ground in front of a R.I.P grave marker for Jim Beam,

cackling witch sounds through steamy earth marked by

black cats, can give even a grown-up nightmares.

Where does this stuff come from anyway?

ALEXANDRIA A
PASTRY SHOP

It’s all about the cup-

cakes!  Spooktacularly

decorated to make

everyone smile.

3690 King Street-

Bradlee Center,

703.578.4144,

alexandriapastry.com

B PUMPKIN PATCH

An Alexandria tradition.

Pumpkins are on sale every-

day until October 31st from

10 am to 8 pm and all the

profits go to charity.

Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill,

3606 Seminary Road,

703.370.6555, icoh.net

D REUNIONS

Treat a little ghost or goblin to

a festive bag for collecting lots

of Halloween booty and find

seasonal napkins and decora-

tions to set your party mood.

1709 Centre Plaza-Fairlington,

703.931.8161

UNWINED E
Delicious autumn treats and

libations are sure to liven the

party!  Adorable Ghost Truffles

from Chocolaterie Wanders,

Inc. of Manassas, for you or

your (g)host, $10.  Be sure to

try a mini keg of Bell’s Best

Brown Ale, $23. Toast a lovely

fall evening with a spicy,

bistro-style red from

California’s central coast,

Kenneth Volk Negrette, $20.

3690 King Street-

Bradlee Center, 703.820.8600,

unwinedva.com

F THE CHRISTMAS ATTIC

Ghosts and ghouls abound at the

Christmas Attic.  You will find everything needed

for a creepy Halloween from ghoulish garlands

and skull soaps to spider salt and pepper sets

and slithering snake candles.  Stop in to pick up

flashing reflective safety lights for your

little angel and Vampire Cabernet Sauvingon for

your big devil.

125 South Union Street, 703.548.2829,

christmasattic.com

G WHY NOT

Fear not the bunny bats, wicked bear witches,

and warty toads in the windows at Why Not.

This is where the Wild Things are and inside

you will find the most delightful

costumes for young ballerina-fairy-

princesses and astronauts to wear

on their quest for treats.

200 King St, 703.548.4420

H THE CREAMERY

These days the folks at The Creamery

are filling cauldrons and cones with

their homemade pumpkin ice cream.

A scrumptious seasonal treat!

110 King Street, 703.549.4527

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or

suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

© Google Map data

Photos by Louise Krafft
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Del Ray $749,900
202 Monroe Avenue East

This beautiful 4 BR, 2 BA Rambler is an absolute GEM!
Granite, SS & Jenn-Aire appliances in kitchen. Spectacular
new 16x16 great/sunroom addition w/separate HVAC sys-
tem. 2 gas FPs, hdwd floors, finished bsmt offers 2 BR, 1
BA, fam rm & laundry rm. Fantastic detached oversized
garage in rear w/double wide parking pad. Prof. landscaped
front & bkyd w/lovely stamped concrete patio & walk-

ways. Convenient to Metro & Del Ray shops. This is a “10”!

Alex./Wessynton $765,000
3009 Cunningham Drive

Completely remodeled 5 BR, 3.5 BA Colonial in premiere con-
temporary community of Wessynton. All major systems updated:
kitchen—ceramic tile floor, granite counters, cabinets, Sub-Zero
fridge, etc.; baths; total HVAC systems; roof & gutters; thermal
windows; freshly painted interior. 2-car garage. This is “turn
key.” Beautiful lot backing to woods. Wessynton offers boat
launch just minutes to Potomac River by boat, tennis & basket-

ball courts, and pool. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 25 to National Airport, 30/35 to D.C./Pentagon.

Alex./Stratford Landing  $564,900
8704 Waterford Road

Spectacular, updated 2,500 sq ft, 4 BR, 3 BA, two-level ram-
bler in popular Stratford Landing. Turn-Key! Renovations
since 2002 include: HVAC, hot water, roof, baths, kitchen
(granite counters, maple cabinets), replacement windows,
new deck, refinished lower level. Hdwd floors throughout
main level. Newly landscaped yard. Scenic commute along
Potomac River. Great location: 15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir or

Old Town, 30 to Pentagon/D.C. Close to G.W. Parkway, Mt. Vernon Bike Trail and beautiful park.

N
EW
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S
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N
G

Alex./Mt. Vernon $365,000
8724 McNair Drive

One level living in this lovely 3BR, 2BA Rambler.
Freshly painted inteior, refinished hdwd floors, energy
efficient double pane replacement windows.  Nice
family rm addition w/wood burning fpl.  Lg detached
2 car garage on lg, fenced .5 acre lot in Mt. Vernon.
Great Location:  5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to

Metro/Old Town, 28 mins to Ntl Airport, 30/35 to Pentagon/D.C. Priced to Sell!!

P
lans are underway for one of Del
Ray’s favorite traditions, the Annual
Del Ray Halloween Parade.  This

year it will be held on Sunday, Oct. 24 at 2
p.m.  Last year, more than 5,000 partici-
pated in this annual event that included
over 2,000 children, dignitaries and elected
officials; over 50 pets in Halloween cos-
tumes; and 25 decorated strollers.

The parade begins at 2 p.m. at Mt. Vernon
Avenue, south of E. Bellefonte and contin-
ues down to the Mount Vernon Recreational
Center play fields at Mt. Vernon and Com-
monwealth Avenues. Children, pets, and
strollers in costumes are invited to march
and show off their finest and scariest Hal-
loween garb. To register your stroller or pet,
just look for the signs and registration desks
on Mt. Vernon at E. Howell beginning at
1:30 p.m.  There is no registration required
for children and families that march in the
parade.

This year’s parade will feature awards for
the Best Pet Costume, Best Decorated Busi-
ness, Best Decorated Home, and Best Deco-
rated Stroller. Judges include local city and
community officials, past and present.

Awards will be given out at a ceremony
at Mt. Vernon and Commonwealth Avenues
following the parade, along with refresh-
ments (hot dogs donated by 7-Eleven, ci-
der, and cookies) and goodie bags for the
children. Entertainment will be provided by
the Kate Moran Band, and again this year,

Entertainment

14th Annual Del Ray Halloween Parade

thanks to the Alexandria Jaycees, there will
be free games and activities for the children.
They will take place at the Mt. Vernon fields
immediately following the parade.

For the sixth year, Halloween costumes
will be distributed to children who would
otherwise have to go without. Donated cos-
tumes can be dropped off at the Caboose
Cafe, 2419 Mt. Vernon Avenue and A Show
of Hands, 2204 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexan-
dria. They will be distributed on Saturday,
Oct. 23, from 2-4 p.m. at the Mount Vernon
Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth
Ave. Finally, if you would like to help stuff
2,500 goodie bags, join your neighbors on
Saturday, Oct. 23, at 2 p.m. at the Mount
Vernon Recreation Center. To volunteer, e-
mail delrayhalloweenparade@yahoo.com.
Contact Gayle Reuter at 703-684-3535 or
gtrdelray@yahoo.com or visit
www.visitdelray.com.

It is
neither
wealth
nor
splendor,
but tran-
quility
and
occupa-
tion,
which
give hap-
piness.

—Thomas
Jefferson
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Following Art on the Avenue on Oct. 2,
Del Ray has a new landmark right next to
the Del Ray Recreation Center on Mt.
Vernon Avenue.  Entitled the Del Ray Com-
munity Mural, the brightly colored
56x15-foot Del Ray street scene shows how
human rights play an integral part of any
true community.  Literally hundreds of
children and parents left their creative
mark on the art piece while teachers and
local artists helped guide throngs of enthu-
siastic children armed with brushes and
paint containers.  Hundreds of others
stopped and watched “art in action” as the
mural took shape throughout the day.

The project was organized by local art-
ist Leisa Collins. After arriving in Old Town
seven months ago she began painting por-
traits of historic houses and streets scenes
and decided to combine these skills with
her love of working with children in a

Mural Becomes Del Ray’s Landmark
project involving the entire community.
Collins recruited fellow local artists Forest
Allread and Corinne Marlow who became
an integral part of the mural.  The project
involved the creativity of five youth
teams that each painted their own sec-
tions. It also includes a number of articles
of the United Nations Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, namely “The Right
to Education,” the “The Right to Play,”
the “Right to Nationality,”  “Freedom of
Expression,” and “Workers Rights” inte-
grated into the mural setting, which is a
portrayal of life in Del Ray, conveying its
spirit of community. The five youth teams
involved represented the Mt. Vernon Rec-
reation Center, the Charles Houston
Recreation Center, Youth for Human
Rights Alexandria Chapter, City of Alex-
andria Mentoring Partnership and the
Alexandria/Fairfax Boys and Girls Club.

Community Art
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R E S T A U R A N T

(the old Bennigan’s at Landmark)

703-461-0450
www.alleycatalexandria.com

Whole Maine
Lobster
$13.99

with a choice of one side

KING STREET CATS ADOPTIONS!
We have the pitter patter of tiny paws…

and big paws at our cat orphanage.

Come see if the new love of your life is at 25 S. Dove Street in Alexandria
(off Duke Street by Pet Sage) every Saturday and Sunday from 1:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. We also need temporary foster homes for kittens!

Directions and additional information is available on our website at
www.kingstreetcats.org or call (703) 231-7199.

Fall Specials
  Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse

  Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington

   Coq au Vin  • Venison

Cassoulet

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town

Fine Arts

OCT. 23-24
Kingstowne Art Exhibit. Free.

Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday
noon to 5 p.m. Sponsored by the
Kingstowne Area Artists Association.
Acrylics, oils, watercolor, mixed media,
pastels, photography, pen and ink,
digital media, etc. At the Snyder
Center, 6450 South Van Dorn Street,
Kingstowne. Visit www.kingstowne.org
or contact Ginny Sywyj at
duchessducky@msn.com or Nancy
Hannans at nhannans@cox.net.

Stoneware brie baker by
Barbara Gatterdam of Great
Falls.

OCT. 25 THROUGH NOV. 28
“Dinner is Served.” The Kiln Club’s

potters serve up handcrafted
tableware for Fall feasting. At the
Torpedo Factory’s Scope Gallery.
Hours are Monday through Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., open until 9
p.m. on Thursdays. At 105 North
Union Street, ground floor, Studio
19, Alexandria. Call 703-548-6288 or
visit www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope.htm.

Aunt Prissy’s Quilt, 16 x 20,
Acrylic on Canvas

OCT. 27 TO DEC. 23
Artist Jan. E. Moffatt. Featuring the

2010 Blue Door Collection and more.
Artist’s reception is Sunday, Nov. 7
from 1-3 p.m. At Art in the Garden at
the Historic Manor House, Green
Spring Gardens Park, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Hours:

NOW THROUGH OCT. 31
Melissa Parkinson Photo Exhibit.

Melissa resides in Alexandria and is an
MFA graduate from University of
Wyoming. At BUZZ Coffee House, 901
Slaters Lane, Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 31
J.J. Cromer: A Study of Passing

Events. This show is presented by the
Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Association in association with Grey
Carter—Objects of Art. Regular gallery
viewing hours are Thursday, Friday,
and Sunday from 12 – 4 p.m. and
Saturday from 1 – 4 p.m.  At the
Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 24
Out on a Limb: Birds, Branches and

Growing Creativity in Clay. Hours are
Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., with Thursdays until 9 p.m.
At the Torpedo Factory Art Center’s
Scope Gallery, Studio 19, 105 North
Union Street. Call 703-548-6288 or
visit www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 24
Once Upon a Time. Fantastical-

Magical-Nostalgic Re-imaginings.
Artists revive, deconstruct, and
reinvent a rhyme, story, fairy tale, or
memory. At the Del Ray Artisans,
Alexandria.  Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 25
Fall 2010 Art Show and Sale.

Sponsored by the Springfield Art Guild
and Friends of Green Spring Gardens
Park. Hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and Sundays noon to 4:30 p.m. At
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 25
Clearly Color: Jill Finsen and Nancy

Varipapa. The Gallery will be open
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., and by appointment. At Vander
Zee Gallery, 105 S. Lee St., Old Town
Alexandria.

THURSDAY/OCT. 28
DigiLink Celebrates Art. 5 to 8 p.m.

Will feature art work of Daniel Wise
and six other artists. At DigiLink
Corporate Office, 840 South Pickett
Street, Alexandria. To attend the event,
visit www.digilink-inc.com and click on
the Celebrating Art graphic.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 28
Crossing the Line. Nine artists with

studios at Convergence have worked to
probe the limits of their media and to
find new visual ways to express
feelings and ideas. Reception on
Friday, Oct. 22 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
At The Gallery at Convergence, 1801
North Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Call
571-235-3221.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 31
New Heights. The Atacama — Chile’s

Amazing High Desert. A Photography
Exhibit Featuring New Works by Alan
Sislen. At Multiple Exposures Gallery,
Torpedo Factory Art Center #312, 105

N. Union Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
683-2205  or multipleexposuresgallery
@verizon.net  or visit
www.MultipleExposuresGallery.com.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 31
Kaleidoscope. Acrylic paintings and

collage by Gail Spencer Saour. At
Gallery West, 1213 King Street in Old
Town, Alexandria. Visit www.gallery-
west.com or call 703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 31
Closed Captioned. Free. Featuring

work by Shaun Richards, 2010 Open
Exhibition Winner. At Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.torpedo
factory.org; 703-838-4565.

NOV. 3 THROUGH NOV. 28
“The Power of Color.” A juried show

of 2- and 3-dimensional fine art
celebrating the qualities of hue and
color in affordable, original artwork
created by regional artists. Reception
on Nov. 13 from 5 to 8 p.m. At Gallery

West, 1213 King Street in Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-549-6006 or visit
www.gallery-west.com.

NOW THROUGH NOV. 14
“Carnival of Animals.” Free. Potomac

Fiber Arts Gallery artists are inspired
by wild, domestic and imaginary
animals. Jewelry, sculpture, clothing,
and wall pieces will be exhibited. At
Studio 18 of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 North Union Street in Old
Town Alexandria. The gallery is open
daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., except on
Thursdays when it is open from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m.

NOW THROUGH NOV. 14
From Earth to Sky. Artist Janet Gohres

displays her stoneware ceramic
sculpture. Opening reception Saturday,
Oct. 23 from 5-7 p.m.; Artist talk at 6
p.m. At the Schlesinger Center
Margaret W. & Joseph L. Fisher
Gallery, Alexandria campus of
Northern Virginia Community College,
3001 North Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. The gallery hours are 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday and
during performances.

NOW THROUGH NOV. 20
“On My Vacation — Places Traveled

To.” 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Springfield
Art Guild Art Show. All paintings are
for sale. At Goodwin House, 4800
Fillmore Ave. Alexandria. Contact
Donnalynne Lefever at 703-644-6677.

Another Community
Partnership
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See Entertainment,  Page 29

Entertainment

OCT. 21-23
Fall Book Sale. Sponsored by Burke

Branch Friends of Alexandria Library.
Wednesday from 4 to 6:30 p.m. is the
Friends-only preview sale; Thursday
from 1 to 8:30 p.m.; Friday from 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Saturday from 10
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. At Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-1704.

THURSDAY/OCT. 21
“Vodka Lemmon” film. 7 p.m.

Donation of $10. Presented by the
Alexandria-Gyumri (Armenia) Sister
Cities Committee. At The Lyceum, 201
South Washington Street, Alexandria.
RSVP Jane Coughran at 703- 836-3824
or coughranjn@aol.com.

Mt. Vernon Branch AAUW. 7 p.m.
Speaker Weis Sherdel will discuss the
role of newcomers in our society,
cultural identity and the American
Dream. At the Mt. Vernon
Governmental Center, 2511 Parkers
Lane, Alexandria. Call Mary Ellen
Mehler at 703-780-8494.

“Breast Talk.” 6 to 8 p.m. Learn about
breast cancer prevention, risks, what to
avoid, and general breast health. With
Dr. Anne Favret; presented by The Full
Cup Women’s Health Series. At The
Full Cup, 218 N. Lee Street, Suite 206,
Alexandria. Space is limited, RSVP to
alexandria.store@thefullcup.com or
call 703-836-9441.

Virginia’s Role in Restoring the
Treasure of the Chesapeake Bay.
10:45 a.m. Free. Presentation by
Claudia Hamblin-Katnik, Watershed
Program Administrator, City of
Alexandria, on things homeowners can
do in their yard or garden to reduce
harm to our local water resources,
which feed into the Bay.  Sponsored by
the Garden Club of Waynewood,
Fellowship Hall of Plymouth Haven
Baptist Church, 8523 Ft. Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-4245.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. Dance master Corky Palmer
will lead a fun series of 18th-century
English country dance classes in
preparation for the Masquerade Ball on
Saturday, Oct. 23. The cost is $30 for
the series or $12 per class.
Reservations are requested and can be
made by calling 703-746-4242.  At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St., Alexandria. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

OCT. 21-24
Excavate Shuter’s Hill. 9 a.m. to 4

p.m. Gain hands-on experience in site-

excavation methods and record
keeping. On the grounds of the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Dr., Alexandria. Sponsored by
the Alexandria Archaeology Institute.
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or call
703-746-4399.

FRIDAY/OCT. 22
Career Fair. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.

With 20 employers signed on. Hosted
by Westwood College in Annandale. At
Landmark Mall, 5801 Duke Street,
Alexandria.

OCT. 22, 23
“La Boheme.” 8 p.m. Repertory Opera

Theater of Washington presents G.
Puccini’s “La Boheme,” fully staged and
sung in Italian with English Supertitles.
Tickets are $25/adults; $20/students
and seniors. At Immanuel Church-on-
the-Hill, 3606 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Call 571-403-0814 or

tickets@repertoryoperadc.org or
visit www.repertoryoperadc.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 23
Del Ray Chili Cook-Off. 4 p.m.
Chili and cornbread tastings and
contest. Awards ceremony at 6
p.m. Bring $10 and your best pot
o’ chili and any fixins you need.
You are responsible for handing
out samples, so bring a table. You
must also name your chili. New
this year is an award for best
Veggie Chili. At 1904 La Grande
Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.delraychilicookoff.com.
Designer Jewelry Trunk
Show. Featuring designer Lauren
K’s antique cushion–cut rings, big
stone pendants, chandelier
earrings and hand-hammered gold.
At Mystique Jewelers, 211 The
Strand, Old Town Alexandria. Visit
www.mystiquejewelers.com.
Rummage Sale. 8 a.m. to noon.
Great deals on gently used infants’,
children’s and adult clothes, toys,
games, gear, books, electronics,
household wares, furniture and
more. At Tauxemont Cooperative
Preschool, 7719 Fort Hunt Rd,
Alexandria. Visit  http://
www.tauxemont.org.
Haunted Old Town After
Dark. 8:15 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

Bars, food, live entertainment and a
ghost tour of Alexandria. Hear ghost
stories of our founding fathers and
creep through the dark night of Old
Town. Have drinks at Chadwicks, pizza
at Bugsy’s Restaurant, hear live guitar
music at the Fish Market and hear a
live Irish band at Murphy’s. Cost is
$35. Meet at the corner of King and
Fairfax Street (by the Town Square) in
Old Town. Call 301-519-8030 or
email: events@thingstododc.com.

“Mousequerade” Ball. 1 p.m. Author
Cheryl Barnes will sign her book,
“Alexander, the Old Town Mouse” and
read the story of Alexander and his ball
at Gadsby’s Tavern.  For kids ages 4 to
7. Admission is $10/child. At Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal
Street in Old Town Alexandria. Call
703-746-4242 or purchase tickets at
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Woman’s Workshop. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
In honor of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. Workshops from
9:30-11:30 a.m. Keynote speaker
Charlyne Braxton, Survivor of
Domestic Violence, at 12:30 p.m. At
Gum Springs Community Center, 8100
Fordson Road, Alexandria. Email
WomensGroupofMtVernon@gmail.com.

Rebuilding Together Event. 8:30 a.m.
Volunteers are needed for Rebuilding
Together’s Energize Alexandria event
to winterize homes for in-need
homeowners. 100-plus volunteers will
be repairing 30 homes throughout the
City of Alexandria. To volunteer, visit
www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org or
send an email to:
vg@rebuildingtogetheralex.org.

Walk to Fight Breast Cancer. 8 a.m.
Walkers can choose from a 1.5K/3.5K/
5K walk or run. Sponsored by the City
of Alexandria and the Inova Alexandria
Hospital Foundation. The Walk will
begin and end at the AMC Hoffman
Center Theaters, Eisenhower Ave. and
Swamp Fox Rd. in Alexandria.
Registration is $30 for adults and $15
for children, if pre-registered by Oct.
20. On-site registration is $40. Visit
www.alexcancerwalk.com or call 703-
746-5030.

Fall Open House. Noon to 5 p.m. Come
to the Washington’s area’s oldest
antique mall and meet many local
dealers with many specialties. At the
Mount Vernon Antique Center, 8101
Richmond Highway, Alexandria.

FACETS’ “A Taste of Fall.” 7 p.m.
Tickets are $35. Food, fun,
entertainment, and a live and silent
auction to raise funds to help families
and individuals struggling with
homelessness. At 8333 Little River
Turnpike Annandale. Register at
www.FacetsCares.org or call 703-352-
3268.

Lecture. 5 to 7 p.m. “The Lees of Virginia
in the Digital Age.” Learn about the
effort to bring online the papers of the
historic Lee Family of Virginia. The
presentation will be made by historian
and author Frank E. Grizzard, Jr.,
Director of the Lee family Digital
Archive at Washington and Lee
University in Lexington, Virginia. At
Lee-Fendall House Museum & Garden.
Call 703-548-1789 or visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

Community Yard Sale. 8 a.m. to 1
p.m.  At Raceway Farms, Newington,
off Telegraph Road, between Beulah
Road and Fairfax County Parkway. The
Rain Date is Sunday, Oct. 24.

Halloween Party. 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.:
Book Sale by The Burke Branch
Friends; 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.:
Story Time with Miss Beverly; 11:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.: Face Painting by
Heavenly Face Designs; 12:30 p.m. to
2:30 p.m.: Live Interactive Music Show
w/ Mr. B.; at Alexandria’s Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-1704.

Fall Tree Sale. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Alexandria’s Urban Forestry Steering
Committee (UFSC) and the
Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities will hold its sixth

SUNDAY/OCT. 24
In the Company of James Madison. 3 to

4:30 p.m. John Douglas Hall will discuss the
difficult relationship between America and
Great Britain as of October 1810.  Tickets
are $15/person/ $10/students. At the
Assembly Room at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 North Royal Street,
Alexandria. To purchase tickets, visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or call 703-746-
4242.

SATURDAY/OCT. 23
Masquerade Ball. 8 p.m. Tickets are

$45/advance; $50/door. Come
dressed in pre-19th century costume.
Enjoy live music, English Country
dancing and a seasonal dessert. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum ballroom,
134 North Royal Street, Alexandria.
Visit www.gadsbystavern.org or call
703-746-4242.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community,
call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Restaurant
Français

and
Bar

Wednesday Nites
All Bottled Wine

Half Off

Alfresco Dining
on our NEW patio

HOURS
Lunch

Sunday 11;30 to 3:00
Tues - Fri 11:00 to 2:30

Dinner
Sunday 4:00 to 8:00

Mon thru Thur 5:00 to 9:00
Fri - Sat 5:00 to 9:30

�
10 East Glebe Road

Alexandria, Virginia 22305
Chezandree.com

703.836.1404

Brunch
        &  Dinner

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
for

From Page 28

Entertainment

annual tree sale. At the George Washington Middle
School, 1005 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

OCT. 23-24
Fall Harvest Celebration. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Horse-

drawn wagon rides, wheat treading in the 16-
sided barn, a straw bale maze, early-American
games, music and demonstrations. $15 adults; $14
seniors; $7 children 6-11; free for children under
5. At George Washington’s Farm in Mount Vernon.
Visit.MountVernon.org or call 703-780-2000.

OCT. 23-31
Recycling Electronics Event. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. All

electronics from old computers, hard drives,
monitors, modems, fax machines, and printers to
old TVs and microwaves are welcome. At
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, 3606 Seminary
Road (corner of Seminary Road and Quaker Lane).

SUNDAY/OCT. 24
Doggie Trick, Treat or Howl. 1 to 4 p.m. Bring

your canine all dressed up to enjoy a festive
Halloween celebration filled with lots of spooky
surprises. At The Christmas Attic, 125 S. Union St,
Alexandria. Co-sponsored by Old Town Doggie
Boutique - Chateau Animaux http://www.chateau-
animaux.com and www.christmasattic.com.

Eclipse Chamber Orchestra. 3 p.m. Sylvia
Alimena leads the Eclipse Chamber Orchestra in a
program of works by Haydn, Bartok, Stravinsky,
and Richard Strauss.  Tickets are $20-$25. At
George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Call 703-635-2770.

Free Chamber Music Concert. 4 p.m. Featuring
Claudia Chudacoff, concertmaster of the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra and cellist Sean
Neidlinger. At the Lyceum, 201 South Washington
Street, Alexandria. Open seating. Visit
www.alexsym.org or 703-548-0885.

Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic. 7
p.m. Free. Conducted by Ulysses James. Pre-
concert lecture with Dr. Stephen Bertino at 6:15
p.m. At Bishop Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge

Road, Alexandria.
Boarding Schools Reception. 7 to 9 p.m. The

Ten Schools Admissions Organization will be
holding an informational reception for prospective
students and families to learn more about
secondary boarding schools. At the Hilton
Alexandria Old Town in Alexandria. Contact Diane
Jameson at The Loomis Chaffee School, 860-687-
6321, email at diane_jameson@loomis.org, or
RSVP online at http://www.tenschools.org/rsvp/

Del Ray Halloween Parade. 2 p.m. Meets at Mt.
Vernon Ball Field, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. Sponsored by Delray Business
Association. Call Gayle Reuter at 703-684-3535 or
email gayle.reuter@mail.house.gov.

“Great Opera Moments.” 4 p.m. New Dominion
Chorale and Bel Cantanti Opera company;
featuring soloists who perform with the

Metropolitan Opera Co. The soloists are
Shannon Roberts, soprano; Kevin
Courtemanche, tenor; and Mikhail Svetlov,
bass. $30/admission; $25/seniors; students/$5.
At the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and
Arts Center, 3001 North Beauregard Street,
Alexandria. Visit  www.newdominion.org or
703-442-9404.
Salvation Army 125th Anniversary. 4 to
6 p.m. Expected guests are Alexandria’s Mayor,
the National Capital Area Commander for The
Salvation Army and Alexandria Citadel Brass
Band. At Market Square, 301 King St., Old
Town Alexandria. Call Cpt. Ken Argot at 703-
836-2427 or
Kenneth.Argot@uss.salvationarmy.org.
 Swordsmen’s Training. Free. 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Fencing Master Peter Ryan of the Living
History Foundation will provide the instruction.
At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal
Street, Alexandria. Contact Michele Longo,
Curator of Education, at 703-746-4242.
Bella Voce Singers. 5 p.m.
Sundays@Heritage Concert featuring West
Potomac High School’s Bella Voce Singers. At
Heritage Presbyterian Church, 8503 Fort Hunt
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-360-9546.

MONDAY/OCT. 25
Supper With the Symphony. Two seatings
available at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Three menus

offered: $35/$25/$10 Prix Fixe. Presented by the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. With guests
Maureen Bunyan, ABC-7 News; Mayor William D.
Euille; and Vice Mayor Kerry Donley. At The
Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle Street, Alexandria.
Make reservations by calling 703-548-0885 or
emailing Adrien Finlay at finlay@alexsym.org. Or
visit www.alexsym.org.

TUESDAY/OCT. 26
Mount Vernon Quilters Unlimited. 12:30 p.m.

Free. Thread expert Cindy Needham will visit
Mount Vernon Quilters Unlimited to present a
guild lecture entitled “Thread Facts and Fiction.”
At Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road, Alexandria. Contact:
MVQUPresident@gmail.com

Independent School Information Night. 7 p.m.
Free admission. Learn about the value of an
Independent School education as well as
affordability and financing, the financial aid
process, the admissions process and admissions
testing.  Also present will be representatives from
Alexandria Country Day School, Browne Academy,
Grace Episcopal School, and St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes School. At Burgundy Farm Country Day
School, 3700 Burgundy Road, Alexandria.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 27
“The Fountainhead.” 7:30 p.m. Whatever one’s

own politics might be, Ayn Rand’s paean to artistic
freedom, starring Gary Cooper and Patricia Neal, is
an interesting statement on the individual’s right
to control his or her own creative idea. At the
George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. “Cinema 22” is
sponsored by the Alexandria-Washington Lodge
No. 22. Contact Andrew Hammer at 703-765-9015
or andrew@hammerhouse.net.

Art on the Rocks. 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The Art
League has challenged five mixologists to each
select a juried piece from the October exhibit
Dinner Party as inspiration to create a cocktail.
Ticket holders may sample the cocktails and vote
for their favorite at the event.  Buy tickets by
phone at 703-683-1780, in person, or
downloading an order form from http://
theartleague.org/content_pages/view/184 and
faxing it to 703-683-5786. Tickets are $25/
advance, $30/door. At The Art League Gallery,
105 North Union Street, Torpedo Factory.

THURSDAY/OCT. 28
Doggie Happy Howl-o-ween Costume

Contest. $10 registration fee. Contest registration
from 5 to 6 p.m. Contest begins at 6:30 p.m. Prizes
will be awarded to the best dressed owner/dog
couple, the most glamorous canine, the overall
“top dog,” (best costume), and the best pound
puppy. To benefit the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria. At the courtyard of Hotel Monaco
Alexandria/Jackson 20, located at 480 King Street,
Alexandria. Visit www.jackson20.com or
www.monaco-alexandria.com.

(From left): Christoph Luty, bassist; Jeff
Hamilton, drummer; and Tamir
Hendelman, pianist.

THURSDAY/OCT. 28
Jeff Hamilton Trio. 7:30 p.m. Free concert. At Episcopal

High School, Pendleton Hall, 3900 W. Braddock Road,
Alexandria. Visit www.episcopalhighschool.org or call
703-933-4135.
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Business

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

T
he stars of Alexandria
turned out Oct. 8 for
the annual Chamber of
Commerce business

awards, which served as a good-
natured roast of Charlotte Hall,
who was presented with the 2010
Business Leader of the Year Award.

“Her accomplishments sound
like an eHarmony commercial,”
said Willem Polak, founder of the
Potomac Riverboat Company
where Hall is a partner and vice
president.  “It’s all about relation-
ships.”

Held at the U.S. Patent and
Trade Office, more than 300
people turned out for the event
that recognized several businesses
for their contributions to the city.

The Business of the Year Award
went to fibre space, with owner

Danielle Romanetti joking that her
husband, a PTO employee, “wasn’t
too excited about coming here to-
night.”

Other awards included Associa-
tion/Non-profit of the Year
(Campagna Center), Eco-Friendly
Business of the Year (Bike and
Roll) and Large Business of the
Year (Intercontinental Hotel
Group). The Small Business of the
Year award was a tie, with Aida
Spa and New Target sharing the
honors.

But the focus of the evening was
Hall, and Deputy City Manager
Mark Jinks and “Mango” Mike
Anderson joined Polak at the mi-
crophone.

“Believe it or not, over at City
Hall we don’t intentionally create
things for people to laugh at,”
deadpanned Jinks before getting
more serious.

“Charlotte has an irreplaceable
knowledge of the community,”
Jinks said.  “Her ability to sift
through information and give city
officials good advice is invaluable
to the community.”

Anderson, chiding Hall for her
“cloak of secrecy,” joked about
how the King Street trolley came
about.

“Charlotte wanted to dig a ca-
nal between the river and the
Metro but city wouldn’t let her,”
Anderson said. “So she settled for
getting the trolley.”

As Hall took to the stage, attend-
ees donned sunglasses in her
honor courtesy of Jack Taylor.

“I need to start by saying a spe-
cial thank you to Nita Whitesel and
Ralph Capobianco,” Hall said.
“They are no longer with us but
they were my mentors and left a
great legacy to the community.”

Hall thanked Polak and her
mother Ann for “keeping me en-
ergized” and looked ahead to the
city’s future.

“This award is about us,” Hall
said. “Together we survived Hur-
ricane Isabel and 9/11. I take great
pride in being a part of this com-
munity and am excited about the
good times that are still to come.”

Incoming Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce Chairman
Mike Anderson.

Association/Non-Profit
Business of the Year — the
Campagna Center and its
Executive Director, Karen
Hughes.

Eco-Friendly Business
Award winner Bike and Roll
owner Stephen Marks.

Chamber president Tina Leone presents
the Large Business of the Year Award to
Hubert Huerre of the Intercontinental
Hotel Group.

Alexandria Business of the
Year awardee, fibre space
owner Danielle
Romanetti.

Laura Machanic also was
awarded Small Business of
the Year for her company
New Target.

One of the two Small Busi-
ness of the Year Award
winners Aida Fekir of Aida
Spa.

Winner of the 2010 Business Leader of the
Year Award Charlotte Hall with Willem
Polak and Charlotte’s mother Anne Hall.

Chamber Honors
Businesses
With Awards
Charlotte Hall named 2010
Business Leader of the Year.

Business Leaders
Through the Years

Past recipients of the Business Leader
of the Year include:

1994 Taylor Burke of Burke and
Herbert Bank and Trust Company

1995 Gant Redmon of Redmon,
Peyton and Braswell

1996  WJD Associates - Donnie
Wintermutte, Cindy Jackson and Becki
Donatelli

1997  Randy Kell of The Mark
Winkler Company

1998 Jim Wilding of Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority

1999  Mike Anderson of Mango
Mike’s Cool Caribbean Café

2000 Lou Scanlan of Outbounder,
Inc.

2001 Bill Euille of Wm. D. Euille &
Associates

2002 Roger Machanic of MRE Prop-
erties

2003 Jack Taylor of Alexandria
Toyota, Inc.

2004 Kerry Donley, Virginia Com-
merce Bank

2005  Shawn McLaughlin,
McLaughlin Investments, LLC

2006  John McEnearney -
McEnearney Associates

2007 Lynn Hampton - Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority

2008  Mayor’s Economic
Sustainability Workgroup

2009  Charles Collum, Burke &
Herbert Bank

Photos by

Louise Krafft/Gazette
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Business

By Brian Cain

Gazette Packet

T
he Alexandria Convention &
Visitors Association, a nonprofit
membership organization that
encourages tourism to increase

revenues and promote the City of Alexan-
dria, held its 2010 annual meeting Sept. 30
at the George Washington National Masonic
Memorial. The association highlighted the
results of an advertising effectiveness study,
honored outgoing board members and pre-
sented its 2010 Partner of the Year Award.

Denise Miller, vice president of Strategic
Marketing & Research Inc., gave the key-
note address, which detailed the
association’s return on investment for its fall
marketing campaign. Strategic Marketing
& Research conducted 1,301 online surveys
to gauge the campaign’s effectiveness.

“It’s always scary to go out and measure,
but in this case it’s very positive findings,”
Miller said. The association spent approxi-
mately $300,000 on the campaign, which
targeted 20 million households situated
within five hours of Alexandria. The find-
ings showed the marketing campaign’s ROI
was $133 for every $1 in marketing expen-
ditures, for a total economic impact to the
City of Alexandria worth $40 million. “This
campaign is going to continue to impact
[growth] in the future.”

Not all of the figures presented to the
members of the ACVA were as promising as
those presented by Miller. Dr. Suzanne

Cook, senior advisor with the U.S. Travel
Association and 2011 ACVA chairman, pre-
sented some national figures that were not
as positive.

“I kind of have a bad news/good news
story for you today,” said Cook, as she be-
gan her presentation. Travel, spending, con-
sumer confidence and traveler sentiment
were all down last year. The good news is
2010 will be better than 2009, but 2011 is
looking increasingly uncertain. Look for
2012 to be a major turn-around year, Cook
said.

Cook replaces Charlotte Hall, vice presi-
dent of the Potomac Riverboat Company,
as chairman of the ACVA. The association
honored Hall, who was also honored Oct.
8 as the Chamber of Commerce Business
Leader of the Year [see page 30].

“Charlotte Hall’s commitment to the suc-
cess of the ACVA has been an inspiration to
me,” said Stephanie Brown, president and
chief executive officer of the ACVA. “As our
2010 chair, she gave generously of her time
and talent, because she cares so much about
our ability to serve all of you and to make a
difference for the City of Alexandria.”

Hall thanked the ACVA staff, city staff and
city council. “While I am leaving the board,
I will continue as an ambassador to ACVA
and I will continue to champion those things
which [Stephanie Brown] tells me I need
to get behind,” Hall said. “If she wants boat
tickets, I’ll give her boat tickets. If she wants
a boat party, I’ll give her a boat party,” Hall
added.

The association also honored outgoing
board members Charles Banta, John Renner,

Marketing Campaign Adds to City’s Coffers
Photo by Chuck Fazio Media/Corbin Harris

Outgoing ACVA board members Charles Banta, John Renner, Ellen
Stanton and Wendy Albert.

Stephen Marks, Catherine Pear and
Zack Petry of Bike and Roll cel-
ebrate winning the Tourism Part-
ner of the Year Award. Alisa Carrel and Helenmarie

Corcoran.

Eric Nelson, Charlotte Hall, City Councilman Paul
Smedberg and Jody Manor.

Amber Jefferson, Andrea Zahn, Elisabeth Park and
Stephanie James.

By the Numbers
According to the Alexandria Convention &

Visitors Association, visitor spending topped
$616 million and overnight stays increased
by 66,000 room nights in calendar year
2009. Visitor spending generated $22 mil-
lion in City tax revenue and supported 6,000
jobs with a payroll of $111 million in 2009.

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

BECKMANN HONORED
INTERNATIONALLY
Our neighbor David Beckmann has

gone to Iowa to receive the World Food
Prize from the international foundation
which gives the award once a year to
someone prominent in the fight against
hunger.

NEW BOOK COMING
David is the author of “Exodus from

Hunger” which will appear this month.
A recent edition of Newsweek, speak-

ing of David, explained his philosophy
and his current focus on poverty in
America.

 “Poor people here are uncomfortably

Taylor Run close,” Beckman says. “You can go to a
meeting about helping poor people in
Africa and not get your hands dirty. If
you work with poor people in this coun-
try, well, you’ve got to work with them.
It’s not easy to do that in a way that’s
glamorous.”

“Anyone who says there’s no poverty
in America is just turning a blind eye.”
Charities have proliferated in America,
especially since 1980, but according to
Beckmann “we have seen no progress
against hunger and poverty in our coun-
try. A thousand points of light is not
enough light.” Beckmann is especially
disturbed that in this election year nei-
ther party has made poverty reduction
a priority. “Even the Democrats hide it.
It’s sort of like they’re concerned, but

don’t want anyone to know. “
Beckmann has been chatting with the

philanthropist Melinda Gates at the
United Nations about why highly visible
celebrities don’t take up the cause of
domestic poverty. Beckmann believes
real change comes through politics, not
soup kitchens, which is why Bread for
the World, the organization he heads,
encourages its member churches to
launch letter writing campaigns on such
unglamorous issues as tax credits for the
working poor.

CHANGE NEEDED
“Moses” David points out, “was not

sent by God to pick up a few cans and
warm blankets at Pharoah’s court. He
was sent to change the world.”

TRCA PARTY

Taylor Run Civic Association will hold
its usual Hallowe’en Parade and Party at
3 p.m. on West View Ave. Oct. 31. RSVP
emails should be made to
jesi3@hotmail.com There is no rain date
for this event.

CORRECTION
I must correct a typo in my last col-

umn which said that the friend with
whom Mickey Campagna jumped out of
an airplane was 44 years old. He was 84.

SURPRISE!
Marian Van Landingham and Bill

Clayton, secretary of Agenda Alexan-
dria, tell me I absolutely must write
about their forthcoming dinner meeting
on Oct. 25 at 7:30. The program is all
about recycling and includes the view-
ing of some extraordinary things made

of trash. There will be door prizes, some
of which are things artists have made by
recycling, and a buffet dinner. Reserva-
tions should be called in to Sherry
Brown at 548-7089 by Oct. 21.

Speakers will be Stacey Herring,
Alexandria’s Recycling Coordinator, Jim
Marcinko of Waste Management and
John Snarr of the Washington Metro-
politan Council of Governments.
“People will be surprised at what can be
done with throw-aways,” says Bill
Clayton. The program starts at 6:30 and
will cost $25 for members and $30 for
non-members of Agenda Alexandria.
The location is the Holiday Inn,
Eisenhower Metro, 2460 Eisenhower
Ave.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhoods

Ellen Stanton and Wendy Albert for their
dedication and years of service.

The association awarded its 2010 Part-
ner of the Year Award to Catharine “Cat”
Pear of Bike and Roll for her enthusiasm,
creativity, and pragmatism. Pear was also
commended for her work to develop the Old
Town bike tour, along with her collabora-
tion with Potomac Riverboat Company for
Mount Vernon by Bike and Boat.
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People

By Nicole Macon

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria Seaport Foun-
dation hosted events at
four locations on Sept.
25 to spread awareness

of the organization’s educational
program for at-risk youth while
engaging the public by allowing
them to make their own small
boats.

The foundation’s flagship edu-
cational program teaches at-risk
youth carpentry skills and helps
them obtain a high school diploma
and driver’s license, said Stan
Deardorf, a McLean resident and
volunteer Alexandria Seaport
Foundation for 6 years.

Deardorf got involved with the
foundation when he worked at the
Torpedo Factory and would often
visit the workshop at 2 Duke St.
and chat with some of the shop’s
employees to learn more about
boat-making. Deardorf decided to
volunteer for the foundation to
educate himself and others about
the organization’s educational out-
reach.

Bill Humley, former chairman of
the Alexandria Seaport Founda-
tion, was working on a steamboat
he and foundation apprentices
built, docked near the Seaport
Center for the event. It was
Humley’s vision that helped shape
the educational focus of the foun-
dation, “where troubled kids are
mentored and taught to make
their lives better and become pro-
ductive citizens.”

Humley wanted to continue af-
ter his retirement to educate

young people as he did for
young engineers while he
was in the Navy. When he dis-
covered the Alexandria Sea-
port Foundation and later
joined its board, he helped
shift the organization’s focus
to increased educational ef-
forts, establishing the appren-
ticeship program in 1994.

Apprentices work from
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and
divide their time among an
academic classroom, math
and sciences classroom, and
the workshop. The program

usually lasts for four months,
but those working on a GED or
with limited English language
skills finish in six months.

Roy Campbell, 20, was re-
ferred to the foundation by a
tenant where he worked in
rental property maintenance.
Campbell was attracted to the
foundation because he wanted
not only to advance his job
skills, but to also obtain his
GED, as he dropped out of high
school in Prince George’s
County at 16. Graduates from
the program have gone on to
work for union jobs such as the
Wilson Bridge Project, Penta-

gon, and National Stadium, said
Deardorf.

Before attending Seaport Day,
the Miller family knew nothing
about the foundation, but daugh-
ter Lily Vi, 4, “loves riding boats
and the scenery.” She and other
children built small boats with the
help of parents and volunteers and
sailed them in a makeshift pool
near the Torpedo Factory. About
the size of a large wading pool, the
pool attracted many children to
the event.

For more details about the or-
ganization, log on to the
foundation’s website at
www.alexandriaseaport.org.

Seaworthy Education from Seaport Day
Alternative program helps at-risk youth.

Tom Dugan, right,
demonstrates saw
sharpening to John, 7,
during Seaport Day
festivities at the water-
front Sept. 25.

Tom Dugan sharpens saw blades
at the Seaport Foundation build-
ing during Seaport Day Sept. 25.

Volunteer David Painter, right, shows Meghan, 11, how
to round a mast during Seaport Day events Sept 25.
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two wars, and there was a $9 tril-
lion fiscal reversal.”

This is completely and utterly false.
There never was a $5.6 trillion sur-
plus at the end of the Clinton Admin-
istration.

The projected surplus Congressman
Moran refers to was a 10-year figure
that was already made dubious by a
weakening economy at the end of the
Clinton Presidency and a pent-up
Congressional urge to spend. The
largest annual surplus actually real-
ized was $236 billion in fiscal year

2000, which ended a month before Bush
was elected.

As for the truth, there was at the end of
FY 2001, however, about $3.3 trillion in
debt held in federal treasuries, and about
$5.7 trillion worth of total debt, including
that existing in trust funds and other gov-
ernment accounts. Look up the data your-
self on Treasury.gov.

Now as for Congressman Moran saying
the economy is in a shambles because of
George Bush’s economic policies and his
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, this is false
as well.

Another erroneous claim in Congressman
Moran’s response is an alleged $3 trillion

cost for the wars. While the cost of the wars
have been expensive, in both blood and
treasure, the CBO puts the total cost for the
Iraq war at $709 billion (the 2009 Stimu-
lus bill alone was larger) and the cost of
the Afghanistan war is a shade over $300
billion. So no, Congressman Moran, the
“War on Terror” did not cause a “$9 trillion
dollar fiscal reversal.”

Here’s what we do know: In the first 19
months of the Obama administration and
with a super majority of Democrats in Con-
gress, the federal debt held by the public
increased by $2.526 trillion, which is more
than the cumulative total of the national
debt held by the public that was amassed

by all U.S. presidents from George
Washington through Ronald Reagan.

We are a nation that is $13 trillion
in debt. Who’s going to pay that back?
At some point our kids’ generation is
going to get the bill for this fiscal ir-
responsibility.

So do as I am doing and support
Patrick Murray for Congress because
hasn’t Jim Moran committed enough
fiscal child abuse on our kids? Even
$5 will help kick Jim Moran out.

Lee Hernly
Alexandria

From Page 22

Letters
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C
het Avery, a long-time resident
of Alexandria, has been active
in devising and promoting pro-
grams enabling those with dis-

abilities to participate fully in all life’s op-
portunities. For nearly 30 years he has
served as a member of the Alexandria Hu-
man Rights Commission. His life’s work is
dedicated to extending accessibility to all
persons.

While many Alexandrians don’t know his
name, they take for granted many of the
important enhancements he helped to bring
about: curb cuts; a central library with no
stairs and an office dedicated to serving
Talking Book users; an accessible court-
house, including accessible courtrooms;
voting machines that persons with all dis-
abilities can easily use independently and
a human rights ordinance that includes per-
sons with disabilities as a protected class.

Mayor Bill Euille first met Avery in 1974.
“I was a youngster who had just been ap-
pointed to serve on the Alexandria
School Board when I met Chet,” Euille
said. “As a School Board member, I
saw the need for a Special Education
Advisory Committee and we selected
Chet to be a member of that first
group. For more than 30 years, he has
been an advocate for children with
special needs and for all persons with
disabilities in Alexandria and
throughout our country. He has
helped to bring about changes that
have made a difference in all of our
lives. He is very deserving of this
honor.”

Avery began his work as an advocate for
persons with disabilities when he lost his
own sight because of detached retinas. He
was 17 years old. During his last year of
high school, he visited friends at Harvard
and decided he wished to attend that insti-
tution. “I spoke with the dean during one
of my visits and he told me to go back home,
get good grades and demonstrate my lead-
ership skills and I would be a strong candi-

date for Harvard,” Avery said.
Avery earned his bachelor’s degree in his-

tory but decided to return to Harvard for a
master’s degree in counseling and educa-
tion. On the first day of class, a young
woman sat down next to him and they were
married a year later. “She was beautiful then
and is still beautiful now,” Avery said of his
wife Sabra.

In 1964, the couple moved to the Wash-
ington, D.C. metropolitan area. “I was of-
fered a job with the federal government in
the department of education,” Avery said.
Their only son was born shortly after the
move. Avery remained with the federal gov-
ernment, first at the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare and then with the
Department of Education, until his retire-
ment in 1996.

IN 1967, the Averys moved to Alexandria,
to the home where they still live on Linden
Street. “We’ve lived here longer than almost

everyone on the block and we love it,” Avery
said.

Jean Niebauer is the director of the Alex-
andria Office On Human Rights. “Chet
Avery is a tireless advocate for persons with
disabilities and I admire his tenacity, intel-
lect and commitment to Alexandria. Chet
pushes all of us in the City to do more, and
more quickly, and I have no doubt that we
would not have achieved as much as we

have, as an accessible City, without him,”
she said.

As part of his federal job, Avery oversaw
the development of a handbook on federal
student financial aid, served in the Office
of Special Education monitoring the imple-
mentation of Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 and then in the Secretary’s
Office of Disability Concerns. He is also a
member of the Board of Directors of The
Washington Ear and was instrumental in
developing the first descriptive videos in
theaters.

“When blind people attend plays, they
have no idea what’s happening on stage
with regard to scenery and activity. In 1981,
Arena Stage began offering descriptive vid-
eos for visually handicapped individuals
during plays. Since then, that has expanded
and many venues have descriptive videos,
including movie theaters,” Avery said.

SINCE HIS RETIREMENT, Avery has con-
tinued his work in Alexandria and served
on the Virginia Rehabilitation Council and
the Virginia Assisted Technology Commis-
sion, appointed by then Gov. Mark Warner.
“Both of those groups have accomplished a
lot,” Avery said.

Most recently, Avery was instrumental in
advocating for the purchase of an electronic
voting system that is accessible to all per-

sons with disabilities. “He went with us to
look at the available voting equipment and
advocated for the system he felt was the
most accessible to the most people, the sys-
tem we eventually purchased,” said Tom
Parkins, Alexandria’s registrar of voters. “I
really believe that it was his persistence that
convinced City Council to purchase the en-
tire system rather than phasing it in. He’s
amazing.”

He is the recipient of the Alexandrian of
The Year Award for 2008 from
alexandrianews.org, was enrolled in the
Sanford High School Hall of Fame, received
the Alexandria United Way Volunteer of the
Year Award, the 1998 John Duty Collins
Outstanding Advocate for Persons with Dis-
abilities Award, special awards from the
Alexandria Special Education Advisory
Committee and the Alexandria Human
Rights Commission.

Avery spends his time reading and enjoy-
ing Alexandria’s parks with his two grand-
daughters. He also watches movies on his
computers and stays in touch with friends
and colleagues via email.

Living Legends:
The Project

Now in its third year, Living Legends of
Alexandria is an ongoing 501(c)(3)
photojournalistic project to identify, honor and
chronicle Alexandria’s Living Legends. The
project was conceived by Nina Tisara to create
an enduring artistic record of the people whose
vision and dedication make a tangible difference
to the quality of life in Alexandria. Gold
Sponsors of the project this year are Rotary Club
of Alexandria, McEnearney Associates and
Dominion Virginia Power.

This is one in a series of 12 profiles that will
appear this year. Visit www.alexandria
legends.com to nominate a Living Legend.

Chet Avery

Living Legends

Chet Avery: Dedicated to People with Disabilities

“For more than 30 years, he
has been an advocate for
children with special needs
and for all persons with
disabilities in Alexandria and
throughout our country.”

— Mayor Bill Euille

Model A Car Show
Members of the George Washington Chapter of the Model A Club of America displayed

their antique cars at the Fountains Retirement Home last month on N. Fillmore Street.
Guests were treated to a barbecue with all of the trimmings.

Model A Ford owner Stan Laziere poses for a photo with his wife
Janet and daughter Leslie.

Marlee Sample and Valentine
Zadnick.

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson relax under
the awning at the entranceway as a
soft rain begins to fall.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet
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ALEXANDRIA TRANSIT COMPANY

REQUEST FOR MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS 

The Alexandria Transit Company (ATC) requests proposals for the management of the local 
transit system serving the City of Alexandria, Virginia. Sealed proposals are invited not later than 
12:00 PM, Monday, December 6, 2010. This request for proposals (RFP) is made pursuant to 
the ATC Board of Directors.

A copy of the RFP can be obtained from the Secretary, Alexandria Transit Company, 3000 
Business Center Drive, Alexandria, VA 22314. Telephone: 703.746.5637.

Paul Abramson
Chairman

Legal Notices Legal Notices

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE FAMILY COURT
FOR THE

COUNTY OF RICHLAND FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Anthony T. Winbush, Docket No. 2010-DR-40-1101

Plaintiff,

v. SUMMONS

Michele L. Winbush,

Defendant.

TO: THE DEFENDANT ABOVE-NAMED

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND REQUIRED to answer the Complaint in this matter, a 
copy of which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your answer to said Complaint 
upon the subscriber at his offices located at 2000 Park Street, Suite 100, Post Office Box 8596, Co-
lumbia, South Carolina, 29202-8596, within thirty (30) days from the service thereof, exclusive of 
the day of such service; and if you fail to answer the Complaint within the time aforesaid, judgment 
by default will be rendered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

ISAACS & ALLEY, L.L.P.
G. Robin Alley, Esquire
2000 Park Street, Suite 100
Post Office Box 8596
Columbia, SC 29202-8596
(803) 252-6323
Attorneys for the Petitioner

gra@isaacsandalley.com

Columbia, South Carolina
February 24, 2010

NOTICE: The Summons in this action, of which the above is a copy, together with the Complaint 
therein was filed with the Clerk of Court of Richland County on March 5, 2010.

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Meriwether Godsey, Inc trading as Meriwether 
Godsey at Virginia Theological Seminary, 3737 
Seminary Rd, Alexandria, VA 22304. The above 

establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Mixed Beverage, Beer, Wine 

on Premise plus catering license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic beverages. 

Donald C. Beck CFO

ABC LICENSE
Premier Cru, LLC trading as Le Tastevin, 1309 
King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. The above 

establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and Beer off Premises 

license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Seung Yon Choi, sole member of 

Premier Cru, LLC

ABC LICENSE
Uptown at Aventine, Inc trading as Uptown 
Market, 2801 Park Center Dr, Ste 2801-Ly, 

Alexandria, VA 22302. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Wine and Beer off Premises license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic beverages. 
Jung Rae Park/President. 

Obituary
Linda Laverne Terry

Alexandria, VA
Died on October 15, 2010 

Viewing Thursday 10/21/2010 
7pm-9pm at Shiloh Baptist Church, 

1429 Duke St, Alexandria, VA
Additional viewing Friday 10/22/10 10am-11am 

at Victory Chapel Church Accokeek, MD
Funeral to follow at 11am. Interment Heritage 

Cemetery, Waldorf, MD
Arrangements by Johnson Funeral Service

White Plains, MD

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
====================================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2010 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications: 

CASE BAR2010-0223
Request for after-the-fact alterations and HVAC 
installation at 17 Keith's Lane, zoned W-1 Wa-
terfront. 
APPLICANT: Daryl Reinke by M.E. Flow, Inc. 

CASE BAR2010-0224
Request for alterations to the front stoop and 
HVAC screening at 9 Keith's Lane, zoned W-1 
Waterfront. 
APPLICANT: Nurruddin Noori 

CASE BAR2010-0294
Request for a wood fence at 514 Cameron 
Street, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Claudia Kostel by Lynnette Ca-
mus

CASE BAR2010-0293
Request for signage at 500 South Washington 
Street, zoned CD Commercial. 
APPLICANT: Capital One Bank

CASE BAR2010-0295
Request for HVAC screening at 207 S Fairfax 
Street, zoned RM Residential. 
Applicant: Betty and Wesley Foster by Robert 
Bentley Adams & Associates, P.C.

CASE BAR2010-0296
Request to demolish a brick wall and new fence, 
deck and replacement windows at 903 Green 
Street, zoned RM Residential. 
Applicant: Thomas and Kristine Schulz

CASE BAR2010-0297
Request for window replacement at 815 S 
Washington Street, zoned CRMU/L Commer-
cial. 
Applicant: W.R.I.T. Limited Partnership

CASE BAR2010-0307
Request for reapproval of previously approved 
demolition/encapsulation and addition and alter-
ations at 1314 King St, zoned KR King Street 
Urban Retail 
APPLICANT: Marie Potier by Ray Lewis 

Information about the above item(s) may be ob-
tained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666

TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as
2826 Preston Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Car-
los A. Sorto and Jesus Sorto, dated September 
14, 2005, and recorded September 19, 2005, in 
Deed Book 17757 at page 554 among the Land 
Records of Fairfax County, Virginia, the under-
signed substitute trustee will offer for sale at 
public auction at the front entrance of the Judi-
cial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain 
Bridge Road, Fairfax, Virginia, on

Friday, October 22, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. 

the following property being the property 
contained in said Deed of Trust, described as 
follows:

Tax Map No. 093-1-18G-0232, 093-1-18G-0233 
& 093-1-18G-0234

Commonly known as 2826 Preston Avenue, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22306.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 
$35,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale 
price, whichever amount is less, in the form of 
cash or its equivalent will be required of the pur-
chaser at the time and place of sale; the bal-
ance of the purchase money being due and 
payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, time 
expressly being of the essence, with interest at 
the rate of 3.0 percent per annum from date of 
sale to date of settlement. Provided, however, 
that if the holder of the secured promissory note 
is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash de-
posit shall be required, and part of or the entire 
indebtedness, including interest and costs, se-
cured by the Deed of Trust, may be set off 
against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the 
deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing 
easements and restrictive covenants as the 
same may lawfully affect the real estate. Sale is 
further subject to mechanic's and/or material-
man's liens of record and not of record. The 
property will be sold subject to all conditions, 
covenants, restrictions, rights of redemption of 
federal lienholders or encumbrances, and 
agreements of record affecting the same, if 
any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is 
unable to convey to the purchaser good title, 
then purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy 
shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improve-

Jill Elizabeth McGregor

Jill Elizabeth McGregor, age 49, passed away 
October 14, 2010 in Reston, VA after a coura-
geous battle with breast cancer. Born in Red 
Bank, NJ, she grew up on Moon Lake in Iron 
Mountain, MI where she became an outstanding 
water skier and later an accomplished snow ski-
er. After graduating from Arizona State Universi-
ty with a degree in Business in 1984, she man-
aged her mother’s congressional campaign. In 
1987, she founded Capitol Services, Inc. with 
her sisters, Katy McGregor Gaietto and Sara 
McGregor and became the CEO and President. 
Over the years she was active in local and na-
tional groups and was a founding member of the 
Association of Destination Management Execu-
tives. After being diagnosed with breast cancer 
17 years ago, Jill began living every day to the 
fullest and was an inspiration to many. She 
traveled widely with her sons, Kyle and Patrick 
Hainline, who survive, along with her parents, 
Jackie McGregor Lewis and Robert Lewis; fa-
ther, Ken McGregor; fiancé, Dr. Ron Driggers; 
siblings, Katy McGregor Gaietto, Sara McGre-
gor, Peter, Sarah, Mary, John and Dan Lewis, 
Beth Lewis Cole, and Susan Lewis Bergin; as 
well as numerous nieces, nephews, aunts, un-
cles, cousins, and many close friends. Family 
and friends will gather at Everly-Wheatley Fu-
neral Home, 1500 W. Braddock Rd., Alexandria, 
VA 22302 on Tuesday, October 19, 2010 from 
6-8 p.m. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 310 S. Royal 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22312 on Wednesday, 
October 20, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Jill McGregor Me-
morial for Moms with Breast Cancer, 2316 Jef-
ferson Davis Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22301. The 
funds will be used to help families with costs as-
sociated with losing their mothers to breast can-
cer. www.everlyfuneralhomes.com

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
NOVEMBER - 2010

===================================
The items described below will be heard by the 
Planning Commission and the City Council on 
the following dates. NOTICE: Some of the
items listed below may be placed on a consent 
calendar. A consent item will be approved at 
the beginning of the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be taken off the 
consent calendar and considered separately.
The Planning Commission reserves the right to 
recess and continue the public hearing to a fu-
ture date. For further information call the De-
partment of Planning and Zoning on 838-4666.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2010

7:30 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2010

9:30 AM, CITY HALL 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission will hold a work 
session on November 4, 2010 at 6:00pm in 
City Hall, Council Chambers to discuss the 
Planning and Zoning Work Program and the 
Potomac Yard Amendments.

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
#2010-0015

1701 DUKE STREET
Public hearing and consideration of an 

amendment for special use permit approval to 
allow a sign with illumination on a building taller 
than 35 feet and an amendment to an existing 
development special use permit condition to al-
low an illuminated sign; zoned OCH/Office 
Commercial High. Applicant: 1701 Duke Street, 
LLC presented by Leigh Bell and Jude Collins of 
Kearney and Company

MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT #2010-0004

CDD CONCEPT PLAN #2010-0001

AMENDMENT TO THE DESIGN GUIDELINES

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #2010-0004

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

#2010-0012

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0033

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0058

1401, 1801, 2401, 2403, 2405, 2901, 3901 
POTOMAC AVENUE; 2301, 2801, 3951 JEF-
FERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY; 800, 1000, 1400, 
1600, 1800, 1801, 2000, 2001, 2300, 2301, 
2600, 2601, 2800, 2801, 2802, 2900 MAIN LINE 
BOULEVARD; 650 MASKELL STREET; 600 
EAST MONROE; 1702, 1880 POTOMAC 
GREENS DRIVE (Properties within the bounda-
ries of CDD #10 and the Potomac Yard/Poto-
mac Greens Small Area Plan)

POTOMAC YARD DEVELOPMENT
Public hearing and consideration of : a) an 
amendment to the Potomac Yard/Potomac 
Greens Small Area Plan to increase building 
height limits within Landbays H, I and J, to in-
crease the amount of office floor area, decrease 
the amount of retail floor area and allow the 
flexibility to convert office use to residential or 
retail uses in Landbay G, and to allow flexibility 
in the location of residential and commercial 
uses in Landbays H, I and J; b) various amend-
ments to the CDD concept plan and design 
guidelines related to uses, floor area, densities, 
surface and above-grade parking and parking 
ratios, infrastructure, and to provide for a mone-
tary payment in the lieu of requirements for the 
North Trail and pedestrian bridge and other 
changes to update the conditions of the CDD 
concept plan; c) an amendment to the CDD ta-

ble in Section 5-602 of the City's Zoning Ordi-
nance to increase the total office floor area, to 
decrease the total retail floor area, and to allow 
flexibility for office floor area to be converted to 
residential units or retail floor area in Landbay 
G; d) an amendment to conditions of develop-
ment special use permit #2006-0113 to remove 
or revise the requirement for construction of the 
North Trail and other enhancements in Land-
bay K and provide for a monetary contribution in 
lieu of designing and constructing the North 
Trail and associated amenities, and to remove 
any references to the construction of the pe-
destrian bridge; e) an amendment to remove 
conditions of special use permit #2008-0028 re-
garding the construction of the pedestrian 
bridge; f) an amendment to conditions for spe-
cial use permit #2008-0027 to modify the timing 
of and provide an option for a monetary contri-
bution in lieu of requirements for the Rail Park, 
Landbay D; zoned CDD #10/Coordinated De-
velopment District #10 - Potomac 
Yards/Greens. Applicant: Potomac Yard Devel-
opment LLC and RP MRP Potomac Yard, LLC
by M. Catharine Puskar

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0050
3015 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE
Public hearing and consideration of a 
request to operate a restaurant and and a 
request for a parking reduction; zoned CL/
Commercial Low.
Applicant: Central Cafe Group, LLC represented 
by Larry Ponzi

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0052
1605 & 1611 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for the continued use of a nonconforming 
vehicle storage and display lot; zoned CL/Com-
mercial Low.
Applicant: Alexandria Hyundai LLC represented 
by Kevin Reilly

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0051
1601 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for the continued use of a nonconforming serv-
ice station and for a change of ownership; zon-
ed CL/Commercial Low. Applicant: MVSC, Inc., 
represented by Asif Mahmood

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0053
116 EAST DEL RAY AVENUE
Public hearing and consideration of a request to 
operate a restaurant and a request for a parking 
reduction; zoned CL/Commercial Low.
Applicant: Culinary Concepts, LLC, represented 
by Christine Ponzi
THE FOLLOWING WILL BE HEARD BY PLAN-
NING COMMISSION ONLY, (AND BY CITY 
COUNCIL ONLY UPON APPEAL.)

DEVELOPMENT SITE PLAN #2010-0017
4001 EISENHOWER AVENUE
CAMERON RUN REGIONAL PARK 
Public hearing and consideration of a request to 
install and operate a multi-level children's play 
feature; zoned POS/Public Open Space. 
Applicant: Northern Virginia Regional Park 
Authority, represented by Dan Iglhaut

SUBDIVISION #2010-0006
250 & 296 SOUTH WHITING STREET

Public hearing and consideration of a request to 
resubdivide property to adjust the boundary line; 
zoned RC/High Density Apartment and 
RCX/Medium Density Apartment. 
Applicant: Broadstone Foxwood, LLC, and FP 
Landmark, LLC represented by 
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

DEVELOPMENT SITE PLAN #2010-0017

4001 EISENHOWER AVENUE
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
to install and operate a multi-level children's 
play feature; zoned POS/Public Open Space. 
Applicant: Northern Virginia Regional Park 
Authority, represented by Dan Iglhaut

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

ments thereon will be sold in "as is" condition 
without warranty of any kind. Purchaser shall 
be responsible for any and all building and/or 
zoning code violations whether of record or not 
of record, as well as for all unpaid and
enforcea-
ble homeowners' or condominium owners'
asso-
ciation dues and assessments, if any.
Purchas-
er also shall be responsible for obtaining pos-
session of the property at his/her expense.
Pur-
chaser shall assume the risk of loss and shall 
be responsible for any damage, vandalism, 
theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the proper-
ty occurring after the time of sale. Conveyance 
will be by special warranty deed. Conveyanc-
ing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, ex-
amination of title, state stamps, and all other 
costs of conveyance are to be at the expense
of 
purchaser. State and local taxes, public charg-
es, and special or regular assessments, if any, 
shall be adjusted to the date of sale and there-
after shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally 
reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit re-
quirement; (ii) to approve or disapprove the 
creditworthiness of any bidder and/or
purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any 
time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to 
extend the time for bidding; (v) to reject any or 
all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 
time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of 
time for settlement hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale 
may be announced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

Legal Notices
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

S
t. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes senior Will
Hathaway turned to-
ward the goal in the

closing seconds of the first half
against Episcopal and sent a
shot that traveled wide right.

“How about that: a shot on
goal before the half,” Saints
head coach Bo Amato joked on
the sideline. “We’ve got a
game.”

Offensive opportunities were
few and far between for SSSAS,
which spent most of its Oct. 19
match against Episcopal sag-
ging back on the defensive, hoping to
manage the flow of play against the
nationally ranked Maroon. The strat-
egy worked into the second half as the
teams remained scoreless, but Episco-
pal junior Ntokozo Tshuma put the
Maroon on the board in the 49th

minute, pro-
pelling Epis-
copal to a 2-0
home victory.

T s h u m a
scored on a
corner kick
from Ross
Higgins and
junior Arnaud
Adala Moto
added a sec-
ond goal in
the 58th

minute.
“We’re not a

prolific team
going forward, but we make it diffi-
cult for people and it’s worked well
for us,” said Amato, who used the de-
fensive strategy against Episcopal ear-
lier in the season, losing 1-0 on Sept.
28. “We don’t play this defensive
against anybody else. … For the most
part, we bought in and did the right
thing.”

Episcopal was prepared for the de-
fensive strategy having faced SSSAS
earlier in the season, but that didn’t
stop head coach Rick Wilcox from feel-
ing the nerves produced by limited
scoring opportunities. After the game,
Wilcox said he was pleased with the
way his players stayed focused.

“Our style of play is not about pump-
ing balls into the box and hoping for
a goal off of a knockdown,” Wilcox

said. “We’re all about stretching a
team out, possessing, working the
ball laterally, creating angles and
then being dangerous when we
get to the attacking third. It’s dif-
ficult because [the Saints are] very
disciplined, they know their roles,
their kids defend hard and they’re
good athletes, so we really had to
make sure that we were patient.

“On the bench, I was getting a
little anxious, but thankfully the
guys on the field were not.”

The win improved Episcopal’s
record to 13-0-1.

The Maroon have outscored
their opponents 51-6, including
nine shutouts. The two-time de-
fending IAC champions are unde-
feated in their last 59 games and
are ranked No. 20 in the country
in the latest National Soccer
Coaches Association of America
poll. Episcopal finished last sea-
son ranked No. 3.

Tshuma, a midfielder/forward,
is Episcopal’s leading goal scorer.
The junior missed the 2009 sea-

son due to knee surgery after scoring 18
goals as a freshman.

“Having him back with the team this year
has been a huge lift,” Wilcox said, “because
he’s such a dynamic player and goal scorer.”

The 6-foot-6 Adala Moto, a forward, se-
nior midfielder/forward Dominique Badji
and junior midfielder Ross Higgins are also
offensive threats for Episcopal. Senior goal-
keeper Bennett Jones is committed to Will-
iam & Mary. Badji, Jones and senior for-
ward/midfielder Trevor Bobola are team
captains.

The loss dropped SSSAS to the .500 mark,
but Amato said he’s pleased with the effort
his team puts forth.

“We’re very young and we compete with
everybody,” he said. “We’re 5-5-2 and I’m
amazingly proud of the group I have for that
accomplishment.”

Amato said sophomore midfielder Taylor
Jackson played well against Episcopal and
spoke highly of junior goalkeeper Ryon
Huddleston.

“The keeper is amazing,” Amato said. “He
made some great saves. He’s just extremely
athletic and brave. He’s 5-9 but he plays
like he’s 6-3, 6-4. He comes off his line ex-
tremely well.”

Episcopal will travel to face St. Albans at
4:15 p.m. on Oct. 22. SSSAS will travel to
face Bullis at 4:15 p.m.

Patient Episcopal Beats Defensive-Minded SSSAS
Maroon remains
undefeated with
pair of second-half
goals.

“On the bench,
I was getting a
little anxious,
but thankfully
the guys on the
field were not.”

— Episcopal head
boys soccer coach

Rick Wilcox

Episcopal’s Ntokozo Tshuma scored what proved to be the game-winning goal against
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes on Oct. 19.

Episcopal’s Dominique
Badji (14) and Kurt
Anderson (6) jump to
head the ball against a
trio of SSSAS players.

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Photos by

Louise Krafft

Gazette Packet
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TC Football
Wins Third
Straight

The T.C. Williams football team
outscored Woodson 20-0 during
the fourth quarter of a 41-21 road
victory on Oct. 15. The Titans im-
proved their record to 4-3, includ-
ing 3-1 in the Patriot District, and
extended their winning streak to
three games.

Zaquan Summers rushed 22
times for 163 yards and one touch-
down, giving the junior 66 carries
for 476 yards and six scores in the
last three games. Quarterback Alec
Grosser completed 9 of 14 passes
for 111 yards and two touch-
downs. Grosser, a sophomore, has
completed 39 of 50 throws (78
percent) for 450 yards and six
touchdowns without an intercep-
tion during the winning streak.

Defensively, Damien Benton led
T.C. Williams with 17 tackles, one
interception and one fumble re-
covery. Deontre Sanders finished
with 12 tackles and Ed Massaquoi
recorded nine.

Next up for TC is a road game
against West Potomac at 7:30 p.m.
on Oct. 22. The Wolverines are 5-

2 and tied atop the Patriot District
Standings at 4-0. The Titans’ final
two games are against South
County and Lee, both of which
have a 1-6 record. TC will likely
have to win two of its final three
games to make the playoffs.

TC Field Hockey
Loses in Districts

The T.C. Williams field hockey
team ended its season with a 3-2
loss to Annandale on Oct. 18 in
the opening round of the Patriot
District Tournament. The Titans
finished 10-7.

Episcopal Wins
Fifth Straight

The Episcopal field hockey team
defeated Madeira School, 5-2, on
Oct. 15, improving its record to 8-
1 and extending its winning streak
to five. The Maroon will travel to
face Sidwell Friends at 11:30 a.m.
on Oct. 23.

BI Football Loses
The Bishop Ireton football team

dropped to 1-6 with a 28-20 loss

to St. Christopher’s on Oct. 16.
The Cardinals will travel to face

Pope John Paul the Great at 2 p.m.
on Oct. 23.

SSSAS Football
Loses to Bullis

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
football team held a six-point half-
time lead against Bullis but even-
tually dropped to 1-5 with a 42-
31 homecoming loss.

The Saints will travel to face
Landon at 2:30 p.m. on Oct. 23.

MVHS 5K
Turkey Trot

The Mount Vernon High School
5K Turkey Trot and Wellness Walk
will take place on Nov. 13 rain or
shine.

Registration is at 7:30 a.m. and
the race starts at 8:30 a.m. Gen-
eral registration fee is $35. Teach-
ers or students with a valid ID card
can participate for $25. The race
begins at the Rock entrance of
MVHS.

The race benefits the MVHS
Cares Emergency Fun, to help pro-
vide education-related assistance
and incentives for MVHS students.

Join Sunday
Running Club

The Mount Vernon Milers run-
ning club meets at 8 a.m. on Sun-
days. The group usually meets
along the Potomac River, but the
exact location is listed in an e-mail
sent every Wednesday for the com-
ing week.

Distances vary but runners can
expect between four and eight
miles.

E-mail lbritton7@yahoo. com to
be put on the e-mail list.

T.C. Williams
running
back Zaquan
Summers,
seen earlier
this season,
rushed for
163 yards in
a win over
Woodson on
Oct. 15.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

House for Rent         $2200
Off Mt Ida, near Del Ray. Lovely 1938 

colonial style house, 2 BR, 1.5 BA. Crown 
moldings, fireplace, master BR balcony, 

dining room, study, sunny laundry, lots of 
storage space. Porch, patio. Shaded 

double lot with rock garden. Call

703-870-9412  leave message

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

4 RE for Sale

2BR 1.5BH Condo
$228,000 SS apl Fee inc util

703 625 3051

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

For Sale-LX178 John 
Deere Lawn Tractor- 
16 horse water cooled 
engine-38inch cutting 

deck; good rubber; extra 
blades. $500.00 Call 

703-757-6506 or e-mail 
fgaibler@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

SALES PROFESSIONALS
Mt. Comfort Cemetery, the premier 
cemetery in the greater metro area
is 
currently looking to expand our 
sales team. We offer attractive bene-
fits, excellent training and fantastic 
earning potential. If helping families 
while building your financial future 
sounds like something you’d be in-
terested in, let us help you begin a 
new career in cemetery sales. For 
immediate consideration email your 
resume to

david.mariner@sci-us.com
or by fax at 703-765-0619

Mt. Comfort Cemetery
Alexandria Va.

Equal Opportunity Employer
M/F/D/V    

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring

No experience?
Job Training & Placement

Assistance Available
1-800-385-2615

CTO SCHEV

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring
No experience?

Job Training & Placement
Assistance Available

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

P/T FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST
High-rise condo in West end of Alex. 
seeking mature prof. adult to work a 
flexible work schedule. Exc. Customer 
Service skills. Non-smoking environ. 
Fax resume 703-823-1717 or Email: 
olympusmanager@comcast.net

LIFEGUARDS NEEDED

Alexandria area, AM  shift.
Must be ARC lifeguard certified
and have pool operators license.

Call VAPS @  571-248-4400
or Email vaps@comcast.net

Part-time Receptionist 
M, W, F, and every other Saturday, 7-3 
pm. Excellent communication skills and 
ability to multi-task a must. Senior 
community in South Alexandria. For de-
tails, call Beth Beyer @ 703/768-0234.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein
Educational Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Residential and
Office Cleaning!

Organizing

Call 703-459-4286
Fully Insured and licensed

We create free time for busy people!
$7500

Your First
Cleaning!

DECKS DECKS

Most importantly if your gutter itself has
moved outward or shifted to the point
water and leaves are coming in behind the
gutter, it can rot out the fascia board and
the home could get potential interior water
damage. We will reset the system.

M&O REPAIR
Gutter re-set work

703-843-4792

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

TAYLOR RESTORATION
Small Jobs Welcome

Carpentry, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

Friendly Contracting Co.

friendlypnc@gmail.com

Call for a FREE Estimate!
(703) 425-3600

•Painting Interior/Exterior
• Carpentry
• Flooring & Tiling
• Windows & Doors

• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Drywall

• Power Washing
• Guttering
• Siding
• Roofing
• Foundation

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot  Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

SOD
Come to the farm and save

Cut FRESH Daily
www.chantillyturffarms.com

703-327-0908
Homeowners  Welcome

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

Firewood
Seasoned
High quality

Full & half cords
800-927-5102
Next day delivery

Landsdownlandscaping@
yahoo.com

GUTTER

M&O Repair

GUTTER RESET
Painting

Pressure Washing
Fix Ice damage
NEW GUTTERS

703-843-4792

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Brush, Yard Debris,
Furn., Appl.,

Basement,
Garage Cleaning

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LANDSCAPING

LANDSDOWN TREE REMOVAL
24 HOUR 7 DAYS

Emergency Tree Removal
Tree Removal, Pruning,

Tree Hazard Assessments
Insurance Appraisals

Licensed & Insured

800-927-5102

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL
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