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this six months ago, we could have ad-
justed our budgets. But because we’ve
already made commitments, it’s prob-
lematic for us.”

The Alexandria Citadel raises 25 per-
cent of its yearly operating budget dur-
ing the 35 days of the Red Kettle Cam-
paign, which runs through Christmas
Eve.

“Last year at this time we raised
$18,297,” Argot said. “Now we have
$10,794 towards our goal of $200,000.”

While the news of Giant’s decision
made headlines, Argot tried to soften the
criticism of the local retailer.

“At least Giant is still allowing us to
ring along with Safeway,” Argot said.

“Shoppers [Food Warehouse] and Har-
ris Teeter, who don’t allow us at all, are
somehow unscathed by this PR incident.”

Started in 1891 by a Salvation Army
captain in San Francisco, the Red Kettle
Campaign has grown into one of the
most recognizable charitable campaigns
in the country.

In Alexandria, volunteers from orga-
nizations like Rotary, the American Le-
gion, Kiwanis, the Old Dominion Boat
Club, Burke and Herbert Bank and
McEnearney Associates all donate time
and resources to manning the signature
red kettles throughout the city.

By Jeanne Theismann
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T
he clock is ticking for Veronica
Johnson, a single mother of
three who lives in transitional

housing in Alexandria.
“My exit date is coming up Jan. 8,”

Johnson said while working a double
shift as a bell ringer for the Salvation
Army’s Kettle Campaign last Saturday. “I
am working hard to get my life back to-
gether and the Salvation Army has al-
ways been there for me and my children.
I just hope now that my housing exten-
sion comes through.”

Johnson is one of the 8,736 served in
the last year by the Salvation Army Al-
exandria Citadel Corps, whose resources
may be compromised by the recent de-
cision by Giant grocery stores to limit bell
ringers to a total of 10 days during the
holiday season.

“We anticipate losing about $60,000
because of these limitations and we are
concerned,” said Capt. Kenneth Argot of
the Alexandria Citadel on Mount Vernon
Avenue. “If Giant had made us aware of

By Michael Lee Pope
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B
ridges are going without mainte-
nance. Transit corridors remain a
pipe dream. Potholes from last
year’s snowstorms remain un-

filled. And daily commuters are spending
more time in their cars. Things are only
going to get worse when tens of thousands
of new Army workers move into a gigantic
building Virginia Senate Majority Leader
Richard Saslaw likes to call “Fort
Beauregard.”

In Richmond and
City Hall, elected
leaders look for ways
to fund projects.

Trafficking
In Taxes

Salvation Army’s Kettle Campaign
seeks to overcome new limits.For Whom the Bell Tolls

Veronica Johnson works as a bell ringer
for the Salvation Army while looking for
full-time work to support her family.
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Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Gift-Hunting Season
The St. Mary’s School’s gymnasium was filled with vendors and shoppers for its annual Holiday Bazaar on
Saturday, Nov. 20.
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News

Race for Resarch
Eisenhower Avenue was blocked off Sunday morning Nov. 14 as runners partici-
pate in the Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation (MMRF) Race for Research 5k
walk/run.
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Going Green?
Now that Alexandria City Council members have crafted strict

new rules limiting the employment options of taxicab drivers,
elected officials are considering the possibility of adding 20 new
hybrid taxicabs into the mix. Go Green Taxi Cab has approached
city officials about joining the existing fleet of taxicabs, an indus-
try regulated by City Hall.

“If we add more taxicabs, it’s either going to be green cabs or
handicapped accessible cabs,” said Councilman Frank Fannon.
“Those are the two areas where we are most in need.”

This week, the Traffic and Parking Board voted in favor of a
recommendation to take 40 authorizations away from Union Cab.
Under the board’s recommendation, 20 would be given to Go
Green and the other 20 would be split between Yellow Cab and
King Cab for models that were either hybrid or accessible to cus-
tomers with disabilities. City staff disagrees with the parking board
and is preparing a recommendation to the city manager to sim-
ply add new authorizations without taking away jobs at Union
Cab.

“Our concern is that we don’t want to create a significant bur-
den for Union drivers,” said Abi Lerner, deputy director of Trans-
portation and Environmental Services. “They would be respon-
sible for buying very expensive new vehicles.”

Speaking His Mind
Few politicians speak as bluntly as Senate Majority Leader Dick

Saslaw. Take, for example, Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell’s
recent audit of the Virginia Department of Transportation show-
ing nearly $900 million in unspent transportation funds. In a
speech to the West End Business Association this week, the long-
time senator slammed the audit in his own inimitable way as
fraudulent.

“It’s a damn lie,” declared the senator, adding that only $200
million is available for new road projects.

The longtime senator also has a flair for a memorable line.
During a discussion of health-care reform, Saslaw said emergency
rooms are starting to look like “Fourth of July at Yankee Sta-
dium.” Then there was the time a controversial firearm bill drew
a crowd the senator described as “half the cast of Deliverance.”
That last comment drew an e-mail from a service member sta-
tioned in Afghanistan who said he wouldn’t feel comfortable
walking the streets of Kabul without a gun.

“If you can’t tell the difference between Kabul and Fairfax
County, how are we going to win the war on terror?” Saslaw
wondered.

A $250,000 Question
How do you fit 6,000 new employees in a spot without the

traffic infrastructure to handle the influx? It’s a real-life riddle
that city officials are trying to solve in advance of the new Wash-
ington Headquarters Service, scheduled to open in September
2011. And it comes with a price tag.

Some of the answers may come from new recommendations
from a consultant, which recently issued a report of potential
solutions at a cost to city taxpayers of $250,000. The recommen-
dations include everything from widening roads to adding new
turn lanes and creating a pedestrian bridge.

But those aren’t the only ideas being floated. West End Busi-
ness Association Vice President Kathy Burns has her own solu-
tion, one that she’s offering to city officials for free. Why not
build a monorail from the Pentagon to the Washington Head-
quarters Service? It works for Disney World, Burns said. And she
said it would fit in with the prevailing worldview.

“Washington is all for a fairy tale existence anyway,” observed
Burns. “It couldn’t be any more expensive than any of the other
solutions.”

Waterfront Debate
As the Dec. 13 rollout of the Waterfront Small Area Plan draws

closer, a debate has emerged about what kind of development is

See War, Page 9

Week in Alexandria

By Michael Lee Pope
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D
on’t expect to see a reenactment of the in-
vasion and occupation of Alexandria next
May, when the city officially kicks off its

commemoration of the Civil War sesquicentennial.
No soldiers will roam the streets forcing people to
sign a loyalty oath. No colonels will march into build-
ings and remove Confederate flags. And unlike the
real-life events that took place 150 years ago, no
shots will be fired. In fact, the event will intention-
ally downplay the invasion and occupation, instead
emphasizing “life in Civil War Alexandria.”

“This is not going to be easy because some of these
issues are painful, but that debate has to happen,”
said Office of Historic Alexandria Director Lance
Mallamo. “We are going to this with no preconceived
notions about who was right or who was wrong.”

Yet the language used is subtlety normative. For
example, was Alexandria under occupation from the
Union or liberated from the Confederacy? Should
the first major battle of the war be referred to as
Bull Run or Manassas? Was Gen. William Tecumseh
Sherman a hero or a terrorist? These are the thorny
issues that are going to become part of the discus-
sion in Virginia as the meaning of the war is reex-
amined.

“This is a solemn event,” said Merrie Morris, di-
rector of public affairs for the Alexandria Conven-
tion and Visitors Association. “We are not celebrat-
ing the Civil War.”

As the May launch approaches, business leaders
and city officials are putting their heads together

about how to market the city’s sesquicenten-
nial to visitors. Alexandria played an impor-
tant part as the
capital of “re-
stored Virginia,”
and its position
on the railroad
made it an ideal
location to posi-
tion thousands
of injured sol-
diers in make-
shift hospitals
throughout the
city. But market-
ing the blood
and guts of a war
with the largest
body count in American history won’t be easy.

“There are a lot of pitfalls,” said historian

War Approaches Alexandria
Business leaders and city
officials prepare to
commemorate Civil War.

Office of Historic Alexandria Director
Lance Mallamo speaks to business lead-
ers about the sesquicentennial of the
Civil War at Gadsby’s Tavern.
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“We are going to
this with no

preconceived
notions about who

was right or who
was wrong.”

— Lance Mallamo, Office of
Historic Alexandria Director

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

See Week in Alexandria,  Page 9
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A New Normal
Last year’s holiday season was a terrible disappointment in Alex-

andria. Sales were down, and a snowstorm ruined that critical fi-
nal weekend before Christmas. Experts say this year will probably
be better, but not much — if the weather holds.

According to the National Retail Federation, consumers plan to
spend an average of $688.87 on holiday-related shopping, a slight
rise from last year’s average of $681.83. Most holiday shoppers
will be spending the most on family, forking over $393.55. Friends
are second tier at $71.45. Then there are the co-workers at $18.26.
Americans will also spend an average of $41.51 on decorations,
$21.10 on greeting cards and postage, $86.32 on food and $16.86
on flowers.

“Consumers will still shop with the economy in the back of their
minds,” said Matthew Shaw, president of the Washington-based
National Retail Federation. “But we’re starting to see shoppers take
baby steps toward a new normal.”

Trickling Down
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce President Tina Leone hates

the expression “trickle-down economics,” a term attributed to a
Depression-era quote from humorist Will Rogers. Essentially it
works like this: When rich people have more money to invest, more
jobs will eventually be created for the middle class and lower class.
Leone says she’s seen evidence that wealth is already beginning to
trickle down.

“The recovery has already started for those at the top,” said Leone.
“Luxury goods are doing great.”

The city’s most recent financial report shows the economy is grow-
ing, although budget officials say it’s at a “subdued pace.” Meals
tax and transient lodging receipts are positive compared to last
year, although sales taxes continue to lag. Unemployment is high
by Alexandria standards even if it half the national average. Ulti-
mately, the rich are getting richer. But Leone says that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean the poor will get poorer.  “The super rich are spend-
ing again,” said Leone. “But it’s going to take a while for those of
us in the middle class to feel comfortable spending again.”

Bottoms Up
Say goodbye to Martinis and Mistletoe, the annual celebration

of holiday spirits and competitive mixology. The Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce has discontinued the popular event, drawing to
a close the competition in which participants would vote for which
restaurant could make the best martini. “It was a great event,” said
Jay Palermino, director of membership services. “But it ran its
course.” Instead, chamber leaders are planning a cocktail party at
the Union Street Pub. The event, dubbed Merry Membership, will
take place on Dec. 9 at 5:30 p.m. and is expected to draw about
300 people. Palermino said the scaled-down event is a reflection
of incoming chairman “Mango” Mike Anderson’s vision of the
chamber focusing on membership rather than fostering competi-
tion between restaurants.

“Merry Membership is a way to say thank you to our members,”
added Palermino. “It’s basically a glorified holiday party.”

Capping Malpractice
Virginia Senate Majority Leader Dick Saslaw announced this

week that he has finally brokered a deal on capping medical mal-
practice. In a speech to the West End Business Association, Saslaw
explained the compromise has received support from the Medical
Society of Virginia and the trial lawyers. The 20-year arrangement
works this way: The cap is set at $2 million, and it will rise $50,000
each year. At the end of the 20-year period it will be at $ 3 million.
So what happens after that?

“I won’t be there in 20 years,” said the leader.
The agreement comes after two years of negotiation between

doctors and lawyers in response to a directive issued by the Gen-
eral Assembly to develop a long-term solution to Virginia’s unstable
medical liability climate. Now that the agreement has been negoti-
ated, members of the General Assembly will have the final say. The
issue is expected to be taken up during the upcoming session.

“It’s interesting that states with no cap have lower malpractice
rates than states that do,” observed Saslaw.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

Coats for Kids
Joe Hadeed, Mike
Hadeed, Jay Palermino
and Jay Rosenberg sort
through coats during the
fourth annual Hadeed
Carpet Coats for Kids
drive Nov. 20. More than
1,700 coats were col-
lected during the month-
long drive on behalf of
the Salvation Army
National Capital Area
Command. Hadeed
Carpet cleans the do-
nated coats for distribu-
tion to shelters around
the region.
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Mayor Bill Euille, center, does the honors at the ribbon-cutting ceremony of Bellies
and Babies Consignment Boutique as family and friends of owners Tim and Dawn
Luepke join in the celebration.

Owners Tim and Dawn Luepke, with daughter Emma,
celebrate the Nov. 11 opening of Bellies and Babies Con-
signment Boutique on Mount Vernon Avenue in Del Ray.

Bellies
And
Babies
B

ellies and Babies Consign-
ment Boutique held its
grand opening celebration

Nov. 11 with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony attended by Mayor Bill
Euille, Val Hawkins of the Alexan-
dria Economic Development Part-
nership and members of the Alex-
andria Chamber of Commerce.
The Del Ray boutique, located at
1913 Mount Vernon Ave., special-
izes in quality second-hand mater-
nity and children’s clothing and is
open Tuesday through Sunday.

Business
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Business

Bill Blackburn, Carollee Taylor, Jay Palermino, Heath Hall and Brett Thompson of Pork
Barrel BBQ.

Spotlight Shines on Local Cuisine
A

lexandria cuisine was well-represented at the
5th annual Metropolitan D.C. Cooking and
Entertainment Show, which took place Nov.

13-14 at the Washington Convention Center and fea-
tured celebrity chefs Paula Dean, Rachel Ray and
Bobby Flay.

Bill Blackburn and Heath Hall of Pork Barrel BBQ,
Erica Dodd of The Perfect Pita, Jill Erber of
Cheesetique and Rob Kingsbury of ACKA Cocoa Bar

were all on hand to introduce attendees to their spe-
cialty fare.

The event featured cooking demonstrations, wine
tastings and celebrity workshops, including a popu-
lar chocolate-making demonstration by Kingsbury, a
specialty chocolatier. Kingsbury and business part-
ners Eric Nelson and Edward Hart will soon open
their second Alexandria shop, Artfully Gifts and
Chocolate, in the Carlyle area.
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Erica Dodd, Fatih Altun and Hannah Duke of Perfect Pita.

Jill Erber of Cheesetique.

Chocolatier Rob Kingsbury
of ACKC Cocoa Bar and
Artfully Chocolate and
Gifts gives a chocolate
demonstration.
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DROP
OFF
SITE

More Savings & Events!

The Comfort of a Spa, The Care of a Physician
Botox© • Dermal Fillers • Thermage • IPL Photorejuvenation

IPL Hair Reduction • Chemical Peels • Custom Facials • Fraxel
Professional Teeth Whitening • Complimentary Consultations

Holiday
Skin...
let it glow,
let it glow,
let it glow!

Radiance Old Town
917 King Street • Old Town
M/T/F/Sa 10-6 • W/Th 10-8
Sun by appointment

703.299.6140

REFER A FRIEND
and  receive

$25 off  any service

BLACK FRIDAY
BLOWOUT!
November 26th
 from 10A.M.-6P.M.
$100 gift cards for $50
All retail Products 20% Off

Weekend Specials
Friday & Saturday

November 26th & 27th

20% Off
Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse,

Fraxel, Thermage  and  Facials

News

S
t. Mary’s School held its
annual Holiday Bazaar
on Saturday, Nov. 20, at
the school.  Activity

rooms were set up for the
children with games and crafts.
Volunteers served up lunch and
snacks in the cafeteria while
shoppers browed the countless
tables set up in the gym.

Gift-
Hunting
Season

 A few member bears of Stephi
Schulman’s cloth menagerie watch the
shoppers as the perused the tables at the
annual school bazaar.

Ondina Castro, independent consultant
with The Pampered Chef displays kitchen
ware.

Barbara Schular adds a bit
of sparkle to a young ice
princess at “Let’s Make a
Face.”

Lydia Greenwood finishes
up decorating her ginger-
bread house in one of the
children’s activity rooms
set up at the bazaar.

Fiona Kunkel and Allison Rubin volunteered at the pop-
corn booth outside the film theatre.

Stephi Schilman of Stephi’s
Whimsey’s shows her hand-
sewn dragons along with
her dolls and signature
bears.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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Business
Shear Excitement
More than 200 people turned out Nov.
18 for the grand opening celebration
of Toka Salon and Spa at 4907
Brennan Park Drive in Cameron
Station. The Alexandria property is
the fourth for owners Nuri and Teresa
Yurt, who also operate Toka salons on
Madison Avenue in New York and in
Georgetown and Penn Quarter in
Washington. With the Yurts and well-
wishers at his side, Mayor Bill Euille
handled the official ribbon-cutting
duties during the opening ceremony.
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Send announcements to the Gazette
Packet, by e-mail to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Pho-
tos and artwork encouraged. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

Fidelity Investments has opened
its new investor center in Alexandria.
Located at 1725 Duke Street, at the in-
tersection of Duke Street and Reinekers
Lane, the new 6,600 square-foot office
is a state-of-the-art facility that provides
area investors with more access to finan-
cial guidance, as well as Fidelity’s array
of products and services.

Curcio Law (formerly The Law Of-
fice of Thomas J. Curcio, P.C.) is now
located at 700 N. Fairfax Street Suite
401, Alexandria. Curcio Law continues
to focus its practice on Personal Injury,
Wrongful Death, Auto/Truck Collisions
and Brain Injuries. Visit website for in-
formation on recently settled lawsuits.
Call 703-836-3366; tcurcio@
curciolaw.com or www.curciolaw.com.

The Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors ap-
proved the following slate for the 2011
Board of Directors: Nancy Belmont,
Belmont, Inc.; Tristan Caudron,
Speck Caudron Investments; Andy
Duncan, National Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care Foundation; Frank Flaherty,
Servicemaster; Mary Catherine
Gibbs; Hart, Calley, Gibbs & Karp, P.C.;
Joe Haggerty, United Way World-
wide; Robert Hannigan , Hotel
Monaco; John McManus, Virginia
Commerce Bank; Mike McNair ,
McNair Travel, and Matt Whitaker,
Intelligent Office.

Members in good standing may nomi-
nate additional candidates by petition
under guidelines set forth by the
Chamber’s Nominating Committee. The
deadline for petitions is Nov. 25. Con-
tact Tina Leone, President and CEO via
tleone@alexchamber.com.

Sarah E. Tozer joins the Alexandria
office of
MercerTrigiani
law firm as an
associate.  She is
a 2004 graduate
of Duquesne Uni-
versity where she
majored in his-
tory and political
science.  Tozer
earned her law
degree from The

Catholic University of America, Colum-
bus School of Law in May 2010.
Previously, she worked for and Legum
& Norman, Inc. and National Realty
Partners LLC where she held various
community association management
positions including community man-
ager, developer services associate and
assessment collections coordinator.
Tozer is a member of the Virginia State
Bar, Virginia Bar Association and Wash-
ington Metropolitan Chapter of
Community Associations Institute.

At its meeting on Nov. 4, Burke &
Herbert Bank’s board of directors
declared a dividend of $18 per share
payable on Dec. 1 to stockholders of
record at the close of business on Nov.
15, 2010. For the nine months ended
Sept. 30, 2010, the bank reported net
income of $25.0 million compared with
$23.9 million for the same period in
2009.

Third quarter 2010 net income was
$9.3 million, up from $8.3 million in the
same quarter last year. For the third
quarter of 2010 the bank reported earn-
ings per share of $48.28, an increase of
11.3 percent over the same period in
2009.  Year-to-date earnings per share
at Sept. 30 were $130.11, 4.5 percent

higher than 2009. Total dividends de-
clared for 2010 of $72 per share
exceeded dividends paid in 2009 by $8.

After attracting a sell-out 4,000 en-
trants in its inaugural running last
month, officials of the Woodrow Wil-
son Bridge Half Marathon
announced today that they will expand
their field to 6,000 runners for Year 2 on
Oct. 2, 2011.

Officials also disclosed that they are
seeking a new multi-year title sponsor
for the 13.1-mile footrace across the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

Alexandria business Becky’s Pet
Care Inc. celebrated its 12th Anniver-
sary on Nov. 2. During that time, Becky’s
Pet Care has grown from a one-person
operation to a 70-plus employee-based
staff serving the pet care needs across all
of Northern Virginia. Visit
www.BeckysPetCare.com or call 703-
822-0933.

From Oct. 25 through Oct. 31,
Michael and Son Services of Alex-
andria donated $5 from every service
call to a week-long commemoration
benefiting the Susan G. Komen Passion-

ately Pink for the Cure initiative that
supports life-saving research, education,
screenings and treatment in the fight to
end breast cancer.

On Wednesday, Oct. 27, Michael and
Son Services featured a day-long com-
memoration benefiting the Susan G.
Komen Passionately Pink for the Cure
initiative that supports life-saving re-
search, education, screenings and
treatment in the fight to end breast can-
cer. On every job booked on Oct. 27,
$10 was sent to Susan G. Komen for the
Cure. A goal of $10,000 was set for this
day-long effort.

Reunions Boutique in Alexandria
is donating $4,440 to the Alexandria
Breast Cancer Walk Fund.

The donation is a result of the Tick-
led Pink shopping event for the month
of October when Reunions pledged to
give 5 percent of the month’s profits to
the Fund.

The Alexandria Breast Cancer Walk
Fund at Inova Hospital provides
mammograms and treatment to women
without insurance or those in financial
need in the city of Alexandria.

Reunions is at 1709 Centre Plaza, Al-
exandria.

The Child & Family Network
Centers (CFNC) is among the first
child care centers and preschool pro-
grams to receive a star rating as part of
the Virginia Star Quality Initiative, a
quality rating and improvement system
for early learning programs. The Vir-
ginia Star Quality Initiative awards from
one to five stars to early learning pro-
grams based on achievement in each of
the four standard areas.

CFNC received three four-star ratings
and two three-star ratings for the five
Alexandria sites that participated in
2010.
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News

Frances family: siblings Titus, Michael and Adeline are adopted by
Michael and Jacqueline. The children’s aunt, Marla Davis adopted
Vinnie.

The Godbolt family listens to their introduction at the Adoption Day
ceremony at City Hall Nov. 20.

Photos by

Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

Adoption Day Ceremony Yields Multiple Blessings

Damian Lofton and 2-year-old son
Christian.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

N
o child was left behind at
Alexandria’s Nov. 20 Adoption
Day ceremony at City Hall. “We

had 34 children available for adoption in
our foster care program,” said Chief Judge
Constance Frogale of Alexandria’s juvenile
and domestic relations court. “And this year
every one of them has found loving, per-
manent homes.”

Each year, November is recognized as
National Adoption Awareness Month with
particular focus on the adoption of children
currently in foster care. Across the country,
Nov. 20 was celebrated as National Adop-
tion Day as courts collectively finalized the
adoptions of children from the foster care
system.

“We’ve been so lucky,” said Anna Richey
who was celebrating the adoption of her 17-
month-old daughter Merritt. “We were able
to take her home from the hospital and the

adoption was final on her first birthday, May
27.”

Michael and Jacqueline Frances opened
their home to siblings Titus, Michael and
Adeline, while another sibling — Vinnie —
was adopted by the children’s aunt, Marla
Davis.

“This is a wonderful beginning for our
family,” Michael said. “We have been
blessed.”

Assistant city manager Debra Collins
praised the collaboration between the CASA
volunteers and guardian ad litems in cel-
ebrating this year’s adoption success rate.

“Because of the efforts of these dedicated
workers, not a single child on the foster care
case load is waiting for adoption,” Collins
said.

A moment of silence was observed for
Myra Moore, who took in 21 children as a
foster parent from 1999 through 2010, be-
fore a proclamation was read by Mayor Bill
Euille and presentations were made to each
of the families in attendance.

“You are truly heroes,” said Frogale ad-
dressing the families. “You found the love
and generosity in your hearts to gives these
children a permanent home.”

Anna Richey, Jeff Bates and 17-
month-old Merritt Bates.

Kaari and David Vasquez
with 3-year-old David.

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

Are you a tenor or bass, in particular?
Audition for Zemer Chai, Washington’s premier
Jewish chorale. Led by founding conductor Eleanor
Epstein, Zemer Chai sings the full range of Jewish
choral repertoire, including Jewish folk music from
around the world, liturgical and classical pieces,
and new works commissioned for the choir. Joint
performances have included U.S. Soldiers Chorus,
Heritage Signature Chorale, and Coral Cantigas.
Clips from our CD and videos at
www.ZemerChai.org and on our Facebook page.
To schedule an audition: info@ZemerChai.org.

FRIDAY/NOV. 26
Black Friday. Reduced animal adoption fees for

all animals with any black markings at the
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria; contact
703-746-4774.

Free Parking at City Garages. On one of the

biggest shopping days of the year, the City is
offering free parking in all City-owned garages.

TUESDAY/NOV. 30
Human Trafficking. 7 to 9 p.m. Information and

awareness event. Three speakers will talk on
various aspects of Human Trafficking. At the
Fairlington Presbyterian Church (across from the
395 King Street exit). Sponsored by The
Organization of Presbyterian Women of the
National Capital Area.

“Medical Identity Theft.” 10:30 a.m. Not only
can medical identity theft affect one’s finances,
it can be hazardous to one’s health. Get
information on how to detect and defend
medical records from identity theft. At Hollin
Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

Community Meeting to Discuss Special Tax
Districts. The public is invited to participate in
this meeting to discuss the proposed Potomac
Yard special tax districts, which would finance
the proposed Potomac Yard Metrorail Station.
The meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. in Rooms

348A and B of George Washington Middle
School, located at 1005 Mount Vernon Ave. For
more information, contact the City Manager’s
Office at 703-746-4300.

THURSDAY/DEC. 2
Talk on Medicare. Noon to 2 p.m. “Is Your

Medicare Part D Prescription Plan Right for
You?” Come learn about the changes in
Medicare Part D. At Duncan Library Meeting
Room, 2501 Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-228-1700.

Housing Master Plan Advisory Group
Meeting. From 6:30 to 9 p.m. at Jefferson
Houston Elementary School, 1501 Cameron St.,
in the multipurpose room. The topic is “Design
related tools for creating and preserving
affordable housing.” For more information, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/housingplan or call the
Office of Housing at 703-746-4990.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 8
Virginia Tech Speaker Series. Free. Casey

Dawkins, associate professor, urban affairs and

planning, and director, Metropolitan Institute at
Virginia Tech will present “Exploring the Spatial
Distribution of Low Income Housing Tax Credits.”
At the Virginia Tech Alexandria Center, 1021
Prince Street, Room 305, Alexandria. Contact
Ralph Buehler, 703-706-8104, or ralphbu@vt.edu.

THURSDAY/DEC. 9
“Balance and Posture.” 9:30 a.m. With Dave

Reynolds, a Certified Fitness Specialist by the
American College of Sports Medicine since 1986.
At Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road, Alexandria.  Call 703-765-4573, TTY711.

MONDAY/DEC. 13
Beauregard Small Area Plan Meeting. The

JBG Companies’ planning team will be leading
the presentation and soliciting input from
community members. Major topics of discussion
will be transportation; land use planning and
community priorities. Email
markcenterinfo@JBG.com. At the Mark Center
Hilton Hotel, 5000 Seminary Road in Alexandria.

Bulletin Board
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*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2009 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

**Based on A.M. Best written premium. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Fire and Casualty Company - Bloomington, IL; State Farm General

Insurance Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Lloyds – Dallas, TX .

Chris Umbel, Agent
50 South Pickett Street
Alexandria, VA 22304
Bus: 703-751-4404
chris.umbel.puyw@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

1005002

Protect: Your car.
Your house.
Your bank account.

2
3

1

Save an average of $696*
Protect yourself with America’s #1
car and home insurance company**.
Give me a call and start saving today.

War
News

From Page 3

Ted Pulliam. “The only way to
do it is to be as fair to the Union
as you are to the Confederacy and
the other way around. But that’s
not easy.”

THE SESQUICENTENNIAL will
embrace nearly all of the city’s his-
toric sites, everything from the
Freedom House, where slaves
were once sold, to the Robert E.
Lee Camp Hall Museum, which
has the largest collection of
Alexandria’s Confederate para-
phernalia. The city’s efforts will be
in close coordination with
Virginia’s statewide effort, a
project funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities
known as “An American Turning
Point: the Civil War in Virginia.”

“Every effort has been made to
ensure that this is not your father’s
Civil War project,” said Paul
Levengood, president of the Vir-
ginia Historical Society. “This is a
commemoration, not a celebra-
tion.”

After the May 21 kickoff, other
commemorative events under dis-
cussion include a ball, a boat
cruise, a biking tour, a street guide
and a cell-phone tour, a series of
author roundtable discussions and
a lecture about Civil War photog-
raphy of Alexandria. City officials
are even planning a reenactment
flight of a balloon used to gather
intelligence. The crown jewel of
the city’s Civil War history is Fort
Ward, part of a ring of forts pro-
tecting Washington, D.C. It’s
scheduled to be the location for a
reenactment of the Battle of Fort
Stevens.

“A lot of people look at this as
the War Between the States, but
that overlooks the role that slavery
had in perpetuating the war,” said
Louis Hicks, director of the Black
History Museum. “I’d like to see
the sesquicentennial capture the
human side of the war.”

appropriate along the Potomac
River. Developers and city plan-
ners say hotels and townhouses
are needed. But former Vice Mayor
Andrew Macdonald says the
plan should call for new parks and
a maritime museum.

“As it currently stands, this plan
is headed in the wrong direction,”
said Macdonald. “And if Ellen
Pickering were alive, she would
be saying the same thing.”

— Michael Lee Pope

From Page 3

Week in Alexandria
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See Letters,  Page 11

www.AlexandriaGazette.com

Newspaper of Alexandria

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
1606 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703-778-9410
e-mail:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Michael Lee Pope
Reporter, 703-615-0960

mpope@connectionnewspapers.com

Steve Hibbard
Associate Editor, 703-778-9412

shibbard@connectionnewspapers.com

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor, 703-224-3015

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
To place an advertisement, call the ad

department between 9 a.m. and
 5 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Display ads 703-778-9410
Classified ads 703-778-9411
Employment ads 703-778-9413

Julie Ferrill
Display Advertising, 703-778-9446
jferrill@connectionnewspapers.com

Jane Hughes
Display Advertising, 703-778-9448

jhughes@connectionnewspapers.com

Tara Lloyd
Display Advertising, 703-778-9447
tlloyd@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411
asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Barbara Parkinson
Employment Advertising

703-778-9413
bparkinson@connectionnewspapers.com

Publisher
Jerry Vernon

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Photography:

Louise Krafft
Art/Design:

Geovani Flores,
Laurence Foong, John Heinly, Wayne

Shipp,
John Smith

Production Manager:
Jean Card

Editor Emeritus:
Mary Anne Weber

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver

CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS,
L.L.C.

Peter Labovitz
President/CEO

Mary Kimm
Publisher/Chief Operating Officer

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Jerry Vernon
Publisher/Executive Vice President

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Wesley DeBrosse
Controller

Debbie Funk
National Sales, 703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper

The Alexandria Gazette Packet is distributed weekly
to selected homes in the City of Alexandria.

Any owners or occupants of premises that do not
wish to receive the paper can notify the publisher

by telephone at 703-917-6480 or by email to
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com, and the
distributor will be notified to discontinue service.

Gazette Packet
Alexandria

Snapshot
9:01 a.m., Nov. 18, 2010, Market Square

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
a
u
r
a
 
M

a
e
 
S
u
d
d
e
r

Clarify Sheriff’s
Office’s Mission
To the Editor:

The Gazette newspaper and
Connection internet news site both
published an article on Nov. 11,
2010, concerning revenues gener-

ated by the housing
of federal prisoners
at the Alexandria De-
tention Center.

The article implied that the Al-
exandria Sheriff’s Office purpose-
fully manipulates its jail popula-
tion to maximize receipt of federal
funding.

Specifically, a statement in the
article indicating that “jail offi-
cials” hope to save space for “lu-
crative federal inmates” as a
means of generating revenues is
false and misleading. No Sheriff’s
Office official made such a state-
ment. Further, I am disappointed
to find the allegation printed with-
out the proper attribution to some-
one in this agency who is in a po-
sition to speak with authority.
While it is true that our Office’s
contract to house federal prison-
ers is fiscally beneficial to the City
of Alexandria, the Alexandria
Sheriff ’s Office does not, nor
strives, to keep the facility’s local
inmate numbers low to provide
more space for federal inmates.

It is my hope that this letter will
correct the miscommunication
concerning the management of
our inmate population numbers.
We at the Alexandria Sheriff’s Of-
fice recognize that our primary
mandate is to serve our local
courts and citizens. We accept this
mandate with pride and with a
dedication to excellence in all that
we do.

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne
Administrative Office

Detention Center

Look Into
ACPS’s Budget
To the Editor:

Kudos to Paige Winfield
Cunningham of the Old Dominion
Watchdog and the Alexandria Ga-
zette for their insightful articles
detailing the operations of the Al-
exandria City School District.
These articles confirmed my sus-
picion that the ACPS is really be-
ing run for the benefit of the
people who work there rather than
being for the benefit of the stu-
dents.

First of all, it is reprehensible
that Morton Sherman has used
school district funds to pay for his
food. We pay him $240,000 per
year plus perks. Can’t he afford to
buy his own food? How does he
have any time to do his job if he is

going out the breakfast, lunch and
dinner on the public nickel and
taking his personal friends with
him? Who else in the ACPS is do-
ing exactly the same thing? This
alone merits a full and complete
investigation to determine the ex-
tent and appropriateness of how
our tax dollars are being spent.

I am especially concerned that
the financial services staff is be-
ing gutted and replaced with ac-
quaintances who have the power
to expend money without due pro-
cess (non competitive bids). This
certainly increases the possibility
for abuse (such as using $3,000
per day consultants which is way
more than we should be paying)
as well as the requirements for
funding. Are all these overly paid
consultants friends of friends as
well? Another question is why the
remaining financial services staff
have to work 11-12 hours per day.
Are we paying them overtime, or
do we have to be concerned with
possible labor law violations?

This year the school board wants
a 5 percent increase
(appoximately $10 million) for
some yet to be stated purpose.

Spending more money is not
going to solve the problem. Fairfax
County spends about half of what
we spend per student and they
have much better results than we
do. In part this is due to econo-
mies of scale, but can also be at-
tributed to the fact that they don’t
add administrative positions and
overpay people like their superin-
tendent as we have been doing.
Perhaps the solution would be for
Alexandria to contract with Arling-
ton or Fairfax County to run our
schools and eliminate all the over-
head deadweight that we are be-
ing forced to carry on our backs.

While money may not be a prob-
lem for the School Board, I feel the
need to remind everyone that tax-
payer resources are not without
limits, The City Council or Virginia
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office
needs to conduct a thorough in-
vestigation to ensure that ACPS is
not wasting our money and pro-
vide the full results to the people
of Alexandria before any addi-
tional funds are allocated to them.
Until it can be determined that all
expenditures are appropriate, we
should not give them anything
else. Or, if the cost proposed by
ACPS is too great, then get some
competitive bids from Arlington
and Fairfax and mesh ACPS into
one of these counties. ACPS bud-
get requirements are not sustain-
able for the long term, given the
small size of the taxpayer base,
and it is about time we started
thinking outside of the box on how
to most effectively deliver educa-
tion in this city rather than stick-
ing with a paradigm which clearly

has not served us well in the past.

Micheline Eyraud
Alexandria

First
Thanksgiving
To the Editor:

It is appropriate to note that
Alexandria’s own George Washing-
ton, in his first year as President,
on Oct. 3, 1789, issued his first
proclamation; it called for a day
of public thanksgiving and prayer
on Thursday, Nov. 2, for the many
blessings God had bestowed on us,
asking pardon for our national
transgressions, and seeking His aid
in our future endeavors. Succeed-
ing Presidents have continued this
custom, like many others Washing-
ton established.

Many citizens today do not re-
alize that the first Thanksgiving
celebration held by the English on
our shores took place in Virginia
in 1619. On Dec. 4, when the Mar-
garet, having sailed from Bristol,
England, reached her destination
20 miles upstream from
Jamestown at Berkeley Hundred,
Capt. John Woodlief opened the
sealed orders given him by John
Smythe of the London Company,
which had commissioned the un-
dertaking. They directed that the

first act of the 38 settlers and eight
crewmen should be to have a ser-
vice of thanksgiving to God for
their safe arrival, and they did so.
Indians, familiar with the settlers
and religious services at
Jamestown, probably watched and
may have joined them for the feast
that followed. Furthermore,
Woodlief ’s orders provided that
the day of the ship’s arrival was to
be “yearly and perpetually kept
holy as a day of Thanksgiving to
Almighty God.” The celebration is
reenacted each year at Berkeley
Plantation, and there is a memo-
rial marker near the James River
as a reminder of the occasion.

In 1622 the Indians massacred
almost everyone at the Berkeley
settlement. Thus the custom of
thanksgiving was observed there
for only a few years. After the trag-
edy, the area was abandoned and
the settlers at Jamestown did not
feel like celebrating. After many
years colonists returned to the site;
the Harrison family built a beauti-
ful home at Berkeley Planatation,
which is open to visitors. Benjamin
Harrison IV signed the Declaration
of Independence, and William
Henry Harrison and his grandson,
Benjamin Harrison, both elected
President, wrote their inaugural

Letters
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Trunk Show
Thursday, Dec. 9 • 2-6 P.M.
Place: eye2eye Optometry Corner

www.myeye2eye.com
1502 Mount Vernon Ave.

703-548-0122

Fashion forward clothing and eye wear
hosted by Lauri Ploch from an L.A.

fashion line, and Nancy from a popular
Danish company called Pro Design

All vendor eyewear will be 40% off.

Use Flex Spending dollars or
insurance benefits before

the end of the year

Great holiday gifts!

From Page 10

Letters

Clogged
Arteries

To the Editor:
The City of Alexandria in the

past has approved rezoning re-
quests for increased density
with little regard for mitigating
projected traffic impacts. This
prevailing philosophy has led to
the BRAC-133 debacle. The
above photo shows the new
BRAC 133 office building at
Mark Center. The picture was
taken on Monday, Nov. 22,
2010 at 2:30 pm, approxi-
mately one year before the
building is slated for full occu-
pancy.

With traffic on I-395 and
Seminary Road already bad, it
is hard to imagine it could get
worse. Political indifference
and the huge sums of money
spent on planning, traffic, en-
vironmental studies and public
meetings has somehow led to
this.

Moving ahead, City officials

should incorporate a local Mark
Center-Landmark approach that
involves cooperation with nearby
Arlington and Fairfax counties.
Alexandria City planning in the
Mark Center area should not be
confined to arbitrarily drawn small
area plan boundaries.

More importantly approvals for
rezoning must include commit-
ments by jurisdictions and devel-

opers to ensure transportation
systems, transit and road im-
provements are funded and will
be capable in handling any pro-
jected increase in traffic. We
need to fundamentally change
how transportation and land
use decisions are being made in
Alexandria.

Dave Cavanaugh

addresses there.
Although the story of the Pil-

grims’ Thanksgiving celebration is
widely known, few realize that
their original destination was Vir-
ginia. Blown off course by heavy
winds, they landed in Massachu-
setts in 1620 (and therefore
needed to establish a form of gov-
ernment which resulted in the cre-
ation of the Mayflower Compact).
They starved the first year, so were
most grateful for their bountiful
harvest the next year. They cel-
ebrated their first thanksgiving in
1621, two years after the Virginia
observance. Unlike the Virginia
Thanksgiving, it was not intended
as an annual observance. Both
groups of settlers emphasized
prayer and feasting. Today it is
appropriate for us to celebrate this
day, like our predecessors, with
thanksgiving to God for our bless-
ings as well as feasting with fam-
ily and friends.

Let’s tell our story and reclaim
Virginia’s heritage as the first to
declare and celebrate a public
thanksgiving for both our personal
blessings and those to our nation.

Ellen Latane Tabb
Alexandria

When Politics Is
Too Personal
To the Editor:

As a matter of personal philoso-
phy I disapprove of state owner-
ship of anything; nevertheless,
Gov. McDonnell plan over the sale
of ABC seems seriously incongru-
ous. This is a system which has
functioned for over 70 years and
can be considered as part of the
‘family jewels’. It brings a revenue
of approximately $320 millions
yearly. Mr. McDonnell plan is esti-
mated to bring in a one time $458
millions, less than 1.5 year of tax
revenue followed by yearly short-
falls of around $47 millions. So to
put it in terms politicians normally
use, over the next 10 years the
present system would bring in
$3.3 billions of revenue; his plan
would end up costing $12 million.
Is that what he calls ‘zero sums’?
This looks more like payback to
some of the various interests
which supported his election.

If any company CEO attempted
such a reckless disposal of assets
he would be voted out by his board
or sued by his shareholders; prob-
ably both.

Which brings us to Mr.

Cuccinelli’s similarly reckless pur-
suit of a UVA researcher over
whether his global warming model
showed sufficient ‘statistical sig-
nificance’ when receiving a
$214,700 grant. UVA, which re-
ceives support from all Virginians,
like it or not, had to spend
$350,000 to defend against Mr.
Cuccinelli’s suit; we can assume
his office has spent a similar
amount resulting in, so far, a net
loss to us of $485,000. This also
means $700,000 which could have
been used for any reasonable pur-
pose (like student grants) have
been squandered for what appears
to be nothing more than a personal
vendetta. If Mr. Cuccinelli wants
to prove that global warming does
not exist, let him use his own
money to do so, not ours. By us-
ing Mr. Cuccinelli’s standard we
see that most politicians should
now be in jail.

How long are we going to toler-
ate these politicians who ask for
our votes to represent our inter-
ests, only to immediately turn
around and support either their
financial contributors or narrow
personal pursuits?

Francois Duret
Alexandria

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue. The deadline for all material is noon Friday.
Letters must be signed. Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are routinely

edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor, The Gazette Packet
1606 King St. ❖ Alexandria VA 22314

Call 703-778-9410  ❖ E-mail: gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Write



12  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 25 - December 1, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

major touchstone for getting the book done.
I looked at the plant and saw that insects
weren’t eating the leaves. So I did some
research. I found out that it’s loaded with
deadly poison that prevents the ants from
eating it. So instead of it’s a pretty white
flower … there were three whole pages on
this poisonous plant. Every single plant and
organism here has a complex story.”

Another example of this complex story is
the special relationship between the spice-
bush swallowtail butterfly and its namesake
the spicebush tree.

The spicebush swallowtail caterpillar uses
the spicebush leaves as a hiding place from
its predators by curling up between the two
halves of a leaf during the day until it can
feed at night time.

Besides insects, a number of raccoons,
foxes and birds feed off of the fruit and other
insects attracted to the various trees and
wildflow- ers including the pawpaw and

pig nut hickory trees.
He also created a shallow

water pond that created a
habitat for salamanders and
toads. He had to cover it over
after his neighbor’s dog kept
getting into it.

Since this was his first
non-technical or scientific
book, Johnson worried
about how he would fill the
pages of this book based
on the ecosystems in his
1.25 acre in suburbia.

However, at the end
four years of observing the relation-

ships between the insects, animals and veg-
etation that call Kurt Johnson’s backyard
home, he found he had written an 800-page
manuscript.

“Then the challenge became deciding
what to keep and what to discard,” he said.

When he’s not keeping up his backyard,
Johnson enjoys reading, playing squash and
tennis, photography and bird watching.

Johnson graduated from John Hopkins
University with a BA in biology and a
master’s and PhD in biology at Yale Univer-
sity in 1971.

He also owns a small medical publishing
company J &S Publishing and is a profes-
sor of anatomy and regenerative biology at
GWU School of Medicine.

People

By Senitra McCombs

Gazette Packet

O
ne Alexandria resident has
taken the time to literally
smell the roses in his own
backyard.

Through his latest book “In My BackYard:
Natural History in the Suburbs,” Kurt E.
Johnson details the complex ecosystems liv-
ing within his own backyard in Alexandria.

“In the book, I’m trying to get across to
people these insects and birds that fly threw
everybody’s yard are incredibly beautiful
and intricate,” Johnson said.

He also hopes the book will inspire oth-
ers to not only take notice of the natural
beauty in their own backyards, but try
to preserve it by limiting
or stopping their use of
pesticides and over devel-
opment.

“Nothing is unique to the
area, but it is unique to
have this stuff in the subur-
ban back yard. The goal is
habitat restoration sort of
getting back to how it was
when the Indians lived here,”
he said.

“In My Back Yard” combines
words and pictures to tell the
story of these interactions
through the four seasons.

Moreover, nature lovers and others can
get an in-depth look at the creatures in
Johnson’s backyard via short video clips and
enlarged photos at his website http://
www.jandspub.org.

Ordering information to purchase the
book is also available on the website. Re-
tail outlets include One Good Tem and The
Wild Bird Company in Alexandria, Reiters
Bookstore in the District and Amazon.com.

Currently Johnson is working on another
nature book called “Backyard Biodiversity.”

In 2006, Johnson began to observe and
document the ecosystems in his backyard
for his book.

“The plant called the bloodroot was a

Words of Wisdom to Caregivers
More than 250 people attended the 24th Annual Caregiver Conference in
Alexandria earlier this month, hosted by the Northern Virginia Dementia
Care Consortium at the First Baptist Church of Alexandria. AARP Virginia
sponsored the 24th Annual Caregiver Conference hosted by the City of
Alexandria in collaboration with the Northern Virginia Dementia Care
Consortium. Author LeAnn Thieman, who wrote “Chicken Soup for the
Caregiver’s Soul,” was the keynote speaker.  The city’s Office on Aging
and Adult Services played a key role in planning and executing the
conference.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ore than 200 people helped
celebrate The Winery’s 12th
annual fundraiser for St.

Ann’s Infant and Maternity Home Nov.
14, raising more than $29,000 for the
historic charity that was first incorporated
by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863.

“This is amazing,” said The Winery
owner Jane Cahill. “We raised $4,800 our
first year in 1999 and it just continues to
grow.”

Cahill’s annual event has raised close
to $200,000 over the years with every
dollar going directly to support St. Ann’s
and its programs. This year’s emphasis
was on promoting awareness of human
trafficking and the elimination of child
pornography.

“The needs today are very different
from when the home was founded,”
Cahill said. “What began as caring for
war orphans is now caring for HIV and
AIDS children and breaking the cycle of
abuse for many unwed mothers.”

Sister Mary Bader, the administrator of
St. Ann’s, was on hand for the festivities,
as was Cahill’s mother Peg, an early sup-
porter of the home.

“It’s such a personal joy to see all these
people come together and continue giv-
ing to St. Ann’s,” Cahill said. “Local busi-
nesses like the Morrison House, En-
chanted Florist, Bastille and Potomac
Riverboat came to me to donate raffle
items. It was a tremendous community
effort and without them it would not have
been a success.”

Annual Event Benefits St Ann’s

Joe Viar and Charlotte Hall
celebrate the success of The
Winery’s fundraiser for St.
Ann’s.

Jennifer Russell and Rick New-
ton enjoy the festivities.

Sister Mary Bader, left, and The
Winery owner Jane Cahill thank
the crowd for their donations to
St. Ann’s.

Photos by Jay Palermino

The black and
white zebra
swallowtail
butterfly.

Backyard Inspires Resident
Author encourages
“habitat restoration.”
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20% Off
in-plant cleaning

through
Dec. 4, 2010

Rug Repairs

10% Off
all in-plant repairs

through
Dec. 4, 2010

Wall to Wall Steam
Any 3 Areas

139. 400 sq ft
4 to 6 Areas

199. 800 sq ft
6 to 8 Areas

299. 1,000 sq ft
Offer good through 12/4/10.

Not valid with any other offers.
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703-379-5800

3610 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

Experience Color as Complex & Alluring as Nature Itself...

The Preferred Architectural Coating
of Designers – Exclusively at

1 per customer with coupon. Expires 12/31/10

• Luxurious Handcrafted Color
• Environmentally Friendly Low VOC

FREE
• Sample Pint C2 LoVo
• In-store Color Consultation

Olympians
Family Restaurant

6430 Landsdowne Center
Beulah Street

Alexandria, VA 22315
703-550-5003

Spartans
Family Restaurant

9542 Burke Road
Burke, VA 22015

703-503-5800

Join
Spartans & Olympians

Family Restaurants
along with the

PAJAMA PROGRAM

Drop off are at either of our locations

to help provide comfort
& love to children-in-need

We are collecting
NEW pajamas of all sizes

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

BOTH LOCATIONS OPEN
THANKSGIVING DAY  9A.M.–1P.M.

From Page 1

News

“These partnerships are very sig-
nificant for us,” Argot said. “Ro-
tary alone usually raises close to
$15,000 in one day for us on the
Saturday before Christmas.”

The local support is what allows
the Salvation Army to provide sub-
stantial services for the community
throughout the year.

“No one can say there is noth-
ing out there for children,” said
Johnson, whose children partici-
pate in several of the youth and
character building programs of-
fered by the organization. “All they
have to do is call the Salvation
Army.”

Programs offered by the Salva-
tion Army include a transitional
housing program for women,
emergency utility, rent and food
assistance, youth character build-
ing clubs and camps, a school for
performing arts, visitation and gift
distribution to local nursing

Giant’s, it’s more and more impor-
tant for us to engage people who
are invested in the community and
want to give regardless of people
standing in front of a store,” Ar-
got said.

Johnson, who volunteers her
time cooking for kids during one
of the youth afterschool programs,
remains upbeat despite her uncer-
tain future.

“I love being out here bell ring-
ing,” Johnson said. “It’s wonder-
ful to see people so supportive and
appreciative of what the Salvation
Army does. I don’t know what will
happen in January but I know God
is looking out for me and my kids.”

As the controversy continues
around the decision by Giant, Ar-
got also remains optimistic.

“We’re encouraged,” Argot said.
“We believe that the community is
going to step forward and God is
going to show forth that in times
of crisis there is still a bigger plan.
People are still very supportive and
we’re anxious to see what God’s
going to do.”

For more information or to do-
nate to the Red Kettle Campaign,
visit www.SalArmyDC.org or text
GIVE to 85944.

For Whom the Bell Tolls

Alex Shieh, left, and Ian Chaava play holiday music out-
side the Dairy Godmother in Del Ray Saturday to raise
money for the Salvation Army.

Jon Yoshimura, left, makes
a donation to the Salvation
Army’s Kettle Campaign at
Market Square as American
Legion Post 24 volunteer
Steve Flann looks on.

Bell ringers gather at the Salvation Army building in Del
Ray prior to Saturday’s Kettle Campaign drive.

Captain Kenneth Argot
reviews procedures with
bell ringers prior to the
beginning of Saturday’s
Kettle Campaign efforts in
Alexandria.

homes, senior fellowship ministry,
chaplain services and  Christmas
toy and clothing distribution.

“We’ve been here in Alexandria
for 125 years want to continue to
be here another 125 or longer,”
Argot said. “We want people to
know that we are here to meet
human need without discrimina-
tion and whatever the community
can do to help us this Christmas
season in providing those funds
would be wonderful.”

In addition to the Kettle Cam-
paign, the Salvation Army will
launch its annual holiday Angel
Tree toy drive the day after
Thanksgiving.

 “We serve 1,328 kids locally and
provide them with toys at
Christmastime,” Argot said.  “We
have 450 already adopted but
hope organizations can adopt 10-
20 kids and help us close the gap
over the next few weeks.”

According to Argot, this year is
especially important to get the
word out about the needs of the
Salvation Army and the individu-
als served through the organiza-
tion, including more than 300
families on Thanksgiving Day.

 “Because of decisions like
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By Alex McVeigh

Gazette Packet

D
r. Zbigniew Brzezinski and his wife
Emilie Benes Brzezinski hosted an
event for Carpenter’s Shelter, an

Alexandria facility that provides shelter and
education to the homeless, at their McLean
house Friday evening. Their daughter,
MSNBC “Morning Joe” co-host Mika
Brzezinski, spoke at the event as well.

Carpenter’s Shelter opened in 1982 years
ago as a simple homeless shelter, and has
evolved into an institution that boasts a
more than 90 percent success rate, mean-
ing their clients do not return to
homelessness.

“Not only do we wish to end the cycle of
poverty, but we are determined to trigger a
cycle of abundance,” said Lissette S. Bishins,
executive director of Carpenter’s Shelter.

“We want everyone who walks in through
our doors to move forward in life and never
end up homeless again.”

In addition to providing a place to stay,
Carpenter’s Shelter provides transitional
services such as educational workshops,
transitional housing, meals and other life
skills training.

Ralph Boyd, president and CEO of the

Freddie Mac
Fo u n d a t i o n ,
who works with
C a r p e n t e r ’ s
Shelter, said
among the key
components the
shelter provides
are services for
children.

“When you
change a child’s
life, it has radi-
ating horizontal
qualities to the
family and the
community, and
it has vertical
qualities as
well, that go on
for a child’s
life,” he said.

“We want to end homelessness, not man-
age it, not massage it so it’s not as obvious
to us.”

Boyd called the group’s supporters not
generous individuals, but “savvy investors,
we’re investing in lives and communities,
which is an investment well worth making
now and going forward.”

The guests at the event enjoyed dinner,

as well as a chance to pick Zbigniew
Brzezinski’s brain on a host of foreign policy
matters. He served as National Security
Advisor to President Jimmy Carter, and has
written many books on international rela-
tions, among other topics.

One of the guests was U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran (D-8), and he said as the weather
gets colder, the needs of homeless individu-
als increase dramatically.

“When it gets cold, we just throw on a
jacket and think ‘let’s get home, grab a blan-
ket and sit next to the fireplace’ and you
feel secure,” Moran said. “But for those that
can’t, this is the best time of year to show
we’re there for them.”

Mika Brzezinski said that it was because
of the good things the shelter does, it “was
very easy to call to make within a busy
schedule once I found out about it.”

Due to the variety of people who end up
homeless, Moran said that the success rate
the shelter has is even more incredible.

“This organization is there to help chil-
dren, veterans with PTSD and mental ill-
ness, prisoners who have served their time,
but get out to find a society and economy
that wants nothing to do with them,” Moran
said. “That they have a 90 percent success
is stunning, that they can get people on
track to independence and self-sufficiency.”

Fundraiser To Benefit Carpenter’s Shelter
Former National
Security Advisor,
MSNBC co-host hold
fundraiser for
homeless shelter.

From left, Matt Shelton, chair of the Carpenter’s Shel-
ter Board of Directors, presents Dr. Zbigniew
Brzezinski with a plaque of appreciation for hosting a
fundraiser at his McLean house Friday.
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PREMIUM OFFICE SPACE
IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY
$17.50 PER SQUARE FT.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

703-960-4700

From Page 1

News

See Taxes,  Page 20

“If you talk privately to these people,
they’ll tell you they made a mistake,” said
Saslaw, referring to the Defense
Department’s selection of the Mark Center
as the location for the new Washington
Headquarters Service. “But they are not
going to tear it down or sell it.”

One potential solution, Saslaw said, was
to raise the gas tax. He said consumers
would not be able to notice the increase
because gas companies tend to keep prices
in a certain range, regardless of what the
tax burden is in a given state. That’s why
gas prices aren’t much more in North Caro-
lina compared to Virginia. Yet North
Carolina’s general fund gets more revenue
while Virginia provides higher profit mar-
gins for oil companies.

“If we were to raise the gas tax 10 cents,
you wouldn’t notice it,” said Saslaw, who
once owned a chain of gas stations. “You
might for the first day, but the first time the
gas companies saw a drop in revenue those
prices would come down immediately.”

Members of the local delegation gener-
ally tend to support an increase in the gas
tax. But the idea always reaches a dead end
in Richmond, where Republicans control the
House of Delegates and the Governor’s
Mansion. And the upcoming session of the
General Assembly will take place in the

politically charged atmosphere of an elec-
tion cycle, with many candidates through-
out the commonwealth taking pledges not
to increase any tax.

“So many people in Richmond are more
interested in campaign slogans than solv-
ing our transportation problems,” said Del.
Charniele Herring (D-46). “If we keep de-
ferring maintenance, we could see a bridge
collapse.”

HERE IN ALEXANDRIA, things aren’t
much better. City Council members have
directed City Manager Jim Hartmann to
keep taxes at a status quo. But one contro-
versial effort is gaining favor at City Hall,
and the money would be specifically ear-
marked for transportation projects. Under
the proposal now being debated by council
members, commercial property would be
taxed at a higher rate than residential prop-
erty. Alexandria transportation officials have
already laid out a menu of specific projects
that could be funded under the tax hike,
including a transit corridor along Duke
Street. But the plan has strong opposition.

“Businesses should not be responsible for
the burden of paying for transportation,”
said Alexandria Chamber of Commerce
President Tina Leone.

Some City Council members say the time
is right to squeeze extra revenue out of com-
mercial property owners. Fairfax and Arling-

ton are already doing it, say supporters of
the piggyback tax. And the list of potential
improvements could be a selling point for
those who are reluctant or wavering. The
debate about whether or not to create an
add-on tax for transportation funding is
certain to be one of the hottest topics at
City Hall during the upcoming budget sea-
son, which concludes with a final vote in
May.

“It’s the tool we are given,” said Council-

man Rob Krupicka. “I think we have to.”
One potential source of revenue for trans-

portation is money from privatizing the
state-owned liquor stores, a campaign
promise for Republican Gov. Bob
McDonnell. The governor has announced
plans to sell off the stores, but he hasn’t been
able to get enough Republican votes to call
a special session. During a speech this week

Solving Traffic with Taxes

State Sen. Dick Saslaw (D-35) speaks about funding transportation
projects at Mango Mike’s.
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32nd
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5

Shop for quality
arts & crafts offered by more
than 90 juried artisans

33rd Annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Show

9 a.m. –  4 p.m.

10 a.m. –  3:30 p.m.

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Open 8-5:30, 7 days a week

Spring in the Greenhouse
Citrus, Cyclamen and Amaryllis
Boxwoods 25-50% Off

Patios, Walls,
Walkways

Paver Driveways &
So Much More

No Sub-Contracting

Bonsai & Orchids
25% Off

         New Bonsai Dishes

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
        $3.39 3 cu. ft.

Top Soil, Fill Dirt, Mulch & Playground Chips
$24.99 cu. yd.

Pansies 97¢
Regularly $1.89

Japanese Maples 6” To 12'
30-50% Off
Over 100 Varieties

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Off-Season
Pricing

FREE Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

Off-Season
Pricing

FREE Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

Off-Season
Pricing

FREE Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

Off-Season
Pricing

FREE Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

Off-Season
Pricing

FREE Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

People

A
lexandria Fire Fighter Douglas
Townshend received the Sons of
the American Revolution (SAR)
Medal for Heroism at the meet-

ing of the George Washington Chapter at
Belle Haven Country Club Saturday, Nov.
13.

Firefighter Townshend was recognized for
bravely entering a burning house twice
March 13, 2009, while off-duty. The veteran
firefighter noticed smoke coming from the
kitchen of his brother’s nearby home, as he
and his wife were leaving their house. He
broke a bedroom window, entered the
house and shouted for his brother to move
toward his voice.

He searched for his brother, but could not
find him before being forced by the heat
and smoke to “bail out.” After getting fresh
air, he re-entered the house, located his
brother and helped him exit through the
window.

Both Firefighter Townshend and his
brother suffered smoke inhalation and
burns. His brother was hospitalized, and the
house was a total loss.

The SAR Medal for Heroism recognizes
outstanding bravery and self-sacrifice in the
face of imminent danger, involving great
personal courage and risk to the recipient.

Also recognized was Fire Chief Adam
Thiel, who received the SAR Fire Safety

Commendation Medal for his outstanding
leadership and public service in the com-
munity, state and nation in the improvement
of emergency response and management,
as well as fire prevention and education.

Guest speaker was Steven C. Powers of
Parsons Management Consultants. Powers

presented the history and current status of
the 40 boundary stones for the original Dis-
trict of Columbia (which included Alexan-
dria).

The location of these stones at one-mile
intervals outlining the perimeter of the capi-
tal city was determined by surveyors An-

Alexandria Fire Department Personnel Honored

Firefighter Doug Townshend receives the Sons of the
American Revolution Medal for Heroism from George
Washington Chapter President Colonel Robert F. Carr
at the Nov. 13 meeting.

Fire Chief Adam Thiel is presented the Sons of the
American Revolution  Fire Safety Commendation
Medal for his leadership and public service at the
local, state and national level. Colonel Robert F. Carr,
George Washington Chapter president, presents the
medal while Firefighter Doug Townshend looks on.

drew Elliott and Benjamin Banneker in
1791-92. The Daughters of the American
Revolution and several metropolitan region
engineering organizations have attempted
to maintain the condition and location of
these marker stones since the early 20th
Century.
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News

to the West End Business Asso-
ciation, Saslaw said McDonnell
doesn’t have the votes to pass the
plan. And even if he did, Saslaw
added, people would have to drink
a whole lot more distilled spirits
for the plan to contribute toward
transportation projects.

“Consumption would have to go
up by a third just to make it rev-
enue neutral,” said the majority
leader. “There’s no reason to dis-
mantle the system just because he
made a campaign promise.”

ONE OF THE THORNIER issues
for transportation planners has
been the Washington Headquar-
ters Service. It’s set to be fully op-
erational in September 2011, and
people will already be working in
the building before then. Yet little
has been done to prepare for the
massive new traffic needs other
than adding a left turn lane from
Seminary Road to Beauregard
Street.

Eventually, a ramp will be de-
signed to move drivers from the
high-occupancy lanes at the cen-
ter of Shirley Memorial Highway
onto the property — technically an
Army base that’s a satellite of Fort
Belvoir. But that hasn’t happened
yet. Saslaw said he didn’t see how
it would be possible to configure
a ramp to the site without cutting
through the Winkler Botanical Pre-
serve.

“They’ve got something called
eminent domain,” he said. “They
can cut down every one of those
trees if they want to.”

Taxes and
Traffic

Austin D. Roberts of Alexandria
was commissioned as a second lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Army during an ROTC
(Reserve Officers’ Training Corps) Com-
missioning Ceremony at Canisius
College on Friday, May 21. Roberts
graduated from Canisius College on
May 22 with a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science. He is assigned to the
Infantry Corps in Fort Drum, N.Y. He is
the son of Stephen G. and Ruth Roberts
of Farm Road, Alexandria. Roberts
graduated in the year 2000 from T.C.
Williams High School, Alexandria.

Army Pvt. Stephen K. Donkor
has graduated from basic infantry train-
ing at Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. He
is the son of Stephen Donkor of
Southland Ave., and nephew of Delalie
Adeka of Gramercy Circle, both of Alex-
andria.

Megan L. Welch graduated from
the Army ROTC (Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps) Leader Development and
Assessment Course, also known as “Op-
eration Warrior Forge,” at Fort Lewis,
Tacoma, Wash. The cadet is a student at
Shippensburg University, Pa. Welch is
the daughter of Mark S. and Mary E.
Welch of Patent Parish Lane, Alexan-
dria.

Military Notes
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Friday, Dec. 3
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. — Christmas Marketplace – One

Day Only
Heather and Greens Sale
1 - 3 p.m. — Children’s Tea
7 p.m. — Taste of Scotland Patron Pub Opens
7 - 10:30 p.m. — Christmas Marketplace (Taste

of Scotland guests only)
8 – 11 p.m. — Taste of Scotland – Celebrating

Scotland
as a Land of Food and Drink

Saturday, Dec. 4
8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  — Heather and Greens Sale (418

S. Washington St., in the Campagna Center park-
ing lot)

9 – 10 a.m. — Dignitaries’ Breakfast
11 – 4 p.m. — Holiday Designer Tour of Homes
11 a.m. — Scottish Christmas Walk Parade

Activities
❖ A Christmas Marketplace – One Day Only
Vendors sell unique, holiday gift wares in a bou-

tique setting.
Location: George Washington Masonic Memorial
Date/Time: Friday, Dec. 3 — One Day Only 10

a.m. – 5 p.m.
7 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. (Taste of Scotland guests

only)

❖ Heather and Greens Sales — Try a touch
of heather and greens to enhance your holiday
decorations with a Scottish flair. Purchase fresh
heather, handmade wreaths, garlands, and more.
Pre-order forms are available at
www.campagnacenter.org.

Location: Friday, Dec. 3 – George Washington
Masonic Memorial;

Saturday, Dec. 4 – 418 S. Washington St., in the
Campagna Center parking lot

Date/Time: Friday, Dec. 3  from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
7 p.m. – 11 p.m. (Taste of Scotland guests only)
Saturday, Dec. 4 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

❖ Children’s Tea — Children can enjoy tea
and snacks as they visit with Santa and participate

Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend

in fun arts and crafts.
Location: George Washington Masonic Memorial
Date/Time: Friday, Dec. 3 from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Cost: $30 per adult; $10 per child

❖ Taste of Scotland – Celebrating Scotland
as a Land of Food and Drink. A tasting featuring
hard-to-find Scotches direct from Scotland distill-
eries. The Patron Pub features complete top-shelf
tasting menu, including various rare Scotches. This
complete Scotch selection will be available only in
the Patron Pub.

The remainder of the evening will feature a lim-
ited Scotch selection and Scottish ales, as well as beer,
wine, and unique Scottish fare. All Taste of Scotland
guests enjoy a private shopping experience at the
Christmas Marketplace and have the chance to peruse
the fine selection of decorative greens.

Location: George Washington Masonic Memorial

Date/Time: Friday, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. – Patron Pub
Opens;

8 p.m. – 11 p.m. General admission welcome
Cost: Patron: $150/individual, $250/couple.

General admission tickets $100. Advance tickets
required.

Go to www.campagnacenter.org or call 703-549-
0111 x146 for tickets.

❖ The Dignitaries’ Breakfast — A pre-pa-
rade breakfast for dignitaries, city and state
officials, Friends of the Parade, corporate champi-
ons and partners.

Location: The Campagna Center
Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 4 from 9 – 10 a.m.

(just before the parade)
Cost: By Invitation

❖ The Holiday Designer Tour of Homes
— Stroll through properties in the historic district
of Alexandria dressed up for the holidays by ac-
claimed interior designers and local florists.
Presented by Christine Garner, Weichert, Realtors

Location: Select properties in Old Town
Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 4 from 11  – 4 p.m.
Cost: Tickets required. To purchase tickets, call

703-549-0111 or visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com. Also stop by
The Campagna Center or Ramsay House Visitor’s
Center to purchase tickets. Advance purchase $30;
day-of purchase $35. Tickets may also be pur-
chased at the homes.

❖ The Scottish Christmas Walk Parade —
Over 100 Scottish Clans, pipe and drum bands,
Scottish dancers, re-enactment groups, Scottie dog
groups, dignitaries and, of course, Santa Claus will
march through the streets of Old Town Alexandria.
As the Premier Sponsor, Scottish Government Cabi-
net Secretary Richard Lochhead will serve as the
Grand Marshal of the 40th Annual Scottish Christ-
mas Walk Parade.

Route: Beginning at the corner of Wilkes and
South St. Asaph Streets in Old Town and ending
at Market Square

Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 4 at 11 a.m.  In the
event of severe weather, contact The Campagna
Center at 703-549-0111.

Visit www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Holiday Boat Parade of Lights
T

he 11th Annual Burke &
Herbert Holiday Boat Pa-
rade of Lights announced

the lineup of pre-parade festivities
taking place at the Alexandria ma-
rina Saturday, Dec. 4 at 4 p.m., lead-
ing up to the 6 p.m. boat parade.

Starting at 4 p.m., revelers can en-
joy free holiday treats including Ben
& Jerry’s hot chocolate with whipped
cream. Free dog treats will be pro-
vided by Barkley Square Gourmet
Dog Bakery & Boutique.

Santa and Mrs. Claus will arrive
at the marina by fireboat at 4:15
p.m., and make their way to the
gazebo to take free pictures with
kids and canines. A professional
photographer will take the photos
and a print will be made immedi-
ately to take away, courtesy of
RedPeg Marketing.

The Annual Holiday Revue will
entertain visitors on the nearby stage with
cheerful sounds by choral group the Mont-
gomery College Singers followed by the
Braddock Brass Quintet.

Santa and Mrs. Claus won’t be the only
famous figures spreading holiday cheer.
Yogi Bear and Boo Boo from Warner Bros.
will be at the marina, too, in celebration of
the new “Yogi Bear” movie coming out in

December.
Visitors are invited to support the U.S.

Marine Corps Toys for Tots drive by bring-
ing a toy to the collection point at the ga-
zebo during the event. Through Dec. 17,
toys will also be collected at the Old Do-
minion Boat Club, Alexandria Visitors
Center at Ramsay House, Foster’s Grill,
and the Starbucks at Union and King

streets.
Bob Madigan, WTOP’s “Man About

Town,” will take over as the celebrity em-
cee for the parade at 6 p.m., when 50
brightly lit powerboats and sailboats led
by the Vigilant, Alexandria’s fireboat,
cruise down the Potomac River from
Washington, D.C., to Alexandria, fully
decked out in lights and holiday décor.

Holiday Concert Series
The City of Alexandria Announces

2010 Holiday Concert Series. Enjoy the
festive sounds of the season in Alexan-
dria as a break between shopping, on
your way to dinner, or just to get into
the holiday spirit. Come enjoy local per-
formers with their rich talent as they
entertain you during this festive time
of year Types of music featured include
barbershop, folk, Hanukah favorites,
hand bell ringers and good old fash-
ioned caroling.

All the performances are free and
held outdoors. Concerts will be can-
celled due to inclement weather. Call
the City’s Special Events Hotline at 703-
746-5592. These concerts are sched-
uled at Market Square, 301 King St.

SATURDAY, NOV. 27

1 p.m. — Potomac Harmony Chorus
(Women’s Barbershop);
2 p.m. — Doris Justis (Acoustic Folk);

SUNDAY, NOV. 28

2 p.m. — Rich Follett (Folk);
3 p.m. — Barbara Martin (Jazz);

SUNDAY, DEC. 5

2 p.m. — Shir Tze‘ir (Jewish a
cappella);
3 p.m. — The Alexandria Singers;

SATURDAY, DEC. 11

1 p.m. — Bell’s Angels, St. John’s
Lutheran Church Handbell Choir
(Handbells);
2 p.m. — Alexandria Harmonizers
(Men’s Barbershop);

SUNDAY, DEC. 12

2 p.m. — St. Matthew’s United Meth-
odist Handbell Choir (Handbells);
3 p.m. — Blue Book Value Ban (Swing
Blues);
The public is encouraged to take pub-
lic transit or walk to the event. Visitors
to Old Town can take the Metrorail lines
to the King Street Station, and then take
the free King Street Trolley to the event.
For DASH schedule information, call
703-370-DASH or visit
www.dashbus.com. For Metrobus
schedule, call 202-637-7000 or visit
www.wmata.com. For a parking map,
visit www.alexandriava.gov/12490.

The Burke & Herbert Holiday Boat Parade of Lights festivities starts Saturday,
Dec. 4 at 4 p.m. at the Alexandria marina.
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Crafty Creations
The Wanderer enjoys receiving

meaningful gifts from his creative

friends and family members.

A photo album, a beaded animal,

a clay hand-print or even a box-

wood wreath becomes a happy

impression on his heart. He would

like to return these sweet gestures

and is in search of ways to put his

hands to work.

A fibre space
Know someone who’s

wishing to move from

casting off to binding on

without having to rip,

tink or frog? Rekindle

their creativity so they

can tackle that UFO with

knitting or crochet

lessons at fibre space.

There are all sorts of

great options and

inspiring fibres at this

unique knitting and

crochet community

resource!

102 North Fayette

Street, 703.664.0344,

fibrespace.com

B CLAY QUEEN

Learn to throw clay

creations in 8 week

sessions at this

Del Ray potter’s

favorite spot.  

Become a potter

yourself or give a gift

of lessons to someone

longing to get their

hands dirty!

2303 Mount Vernon

Avenue, 703.549.7775

POTOMAC BEAD

COMPANY D
She will be thrilled by

the personal touch

when you design and

create jewelry just for

her. The Potomac Bead

Company offers 2-hour

classes specifically

geared toward creating

holiday gifts or drop in

and take advantage of

their "close-up" service

in which you strand the

beads and they attach

the clasp for you.  

What could be easier or

more fun?

1104 King Street,

703.299.8730,

potomacbeads.com

E CARAFE WINE MAKERS

Who doesn’t love to receive a

bottle of wine for the holidays?

At Carafe Wine Makers, you can

make your own wine or select

from wines in stock and add a

personal touch by designing your

own label. Take a seat at the bar

and try a taste from their

sumptuous selection.

111 S. Alfred Street,

703.739.5850, carafewines.com

Photos by Louise Krafft

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature.

Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to

thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

© Google Map data

PAINT THIS C
Paint This is a “paint-your-own” ceramics studio with a large

selection of ceramics ready for you to bring to life with your

creativity. Select a plate, frame, vase or planter or anything

that inspires you, then choose from 150 colors and they will

glaze and fire your one-of-a-kind treasure. The maximum

studio fee is $12 and reservations are not required.

1013 King Street, 703.519.7499, paintthis.com
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Special thanks to Alexandria Gazette Packet

Theater

Show Tunes Bent To
A Rather Dickens’ Tale
By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
he concept be-
hind Kathy
Feininger’s ver-

sion of ’ “A Christmas
Carol” is simple — re-
write the lyrics for some
of Broadway’s most fa-
mous songs to fit slots in
Dickens’ tale and do it
with a sense of whimsy
and wit. The result, at
least when performed by
a cast of three spirited
professionals with the
chops to make the songs
work, is an enjoyable if
somewhat predictable
short evening that is
more fun the more you
happen to know about
show music. Half of the fun is to see just which show
tunes Feininger picks for each song slot and then to
spot the changes in the lyrics that make the moment
work.

For example, “The Tale of Sweeney Todd”  is a
natural for what becomes “The Tale of Ebenezer
Scrooge,” “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum’s” “Comedy Tonight” is easily changed into
“A Broadway Christmas Tonight” and “Carousel’s”
“This Was A Real Nice Clambake” transitions for the
Cratchit family feast into
“This Was A Real Nice
Pudding.”

Feininger came up with
this confection in 1998
when she was on staff at
Bethesda’s Round House
Theatre where it was per-
formed over seven sea-
sons. Since then, it has
been produced around the country and even abroad
with a 2005 version in Singapore. She has made
changes over time. She even added one song that
didn’t really have a perfect spot in the plot of Dickens’
story, but was so perfect a fit for the spirit of the
piece that she had the cast explain off-handedly that
they have “a new plot device” and pull out hand
puppets to sing “Avenue Q’s” “It Sucks To Be Me”
with a new title — “It Sucks To Be Thee.”

MetroStage, which had such a hit with “Musical of
Musicals: The Musical” in 2007 that they brought it
back last year, programmed this production because it
taps into the same vein of humor and show-tune men-
tality, but does so with a holiday theme. Larry Kaye
directs again as he did with “Musical of Musicals” and
he teams with others from that successful effort in-
cluding choreographer Nancy Harry, set designer
Allison Campbell and sound designer Steve Baena.

They brought in Donna Migliaccio, who had
starred in that earlier hit both times it was staged
here, and reunited her with Matthew A. Anderson,
who had been in the 2009 version with her. They

have a chemistry together that makes some of the
comic bits work even better than the material might
in less inspired hands. Add Peter Boyer in his
MetroStage debut as Scrooge and you have a great
trio to romp their way through the high-spirited script.

Most of the songs fit well without altering too much
of the structure of the song. For example, “Good
Morning”  from “Singing in the Rain” fits the need
for a song of gladness for Scrooge when he wakes
after his night of spectral visits to discover that he

still has the opportunity
to reform. Here, the
song becomes “It’s
Morning (I’m Not
Dead.)” As Ebenezer
Scrooge, Boyer gives it
all the delight he can
muster, which happens
to be a good deal. He
also turns in a rather re-

markable rendition of a lift from “The Phantom of
the Opera” here titled “The Phantom of Christmases
Yet to Come” with the help of musical director Aaron
Broderick wearing a phantom’s mask and cloak at
the piano.

Tiny Tim’s infirmity is introduced with a song lifted
from “Annie” ... ‘“(I’m Going to Walk) Tomorrow.” It
is too bad Feininger didn’t include something from
“Ragtime” (perhaps Santa could have made an un-
scheduled stop on “The Wheels of a Dream”?) since
Migliaccio just completed a run on Broadway in the
revival of that masterpiece.

Janine Gulisano provides who-knows-how-many
costumes for the piece. Quick changes are part of the
fun and each seems to be accompanied by a wig to
match. Producing Artistic Director Carolyn Griffin said
Migliaccio changes wigs 23 times in the 90 minutes
of the show.  Migliaccio, as the “Ghost of Christmas
Present” and also as some of the characters that ghost
is showing to Scrooge, has to change repeatedly into
and out of a red gift wrapped package costume with
a green fright wig.

Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”  put to a comic effect.

Peter Boyer as Scrooge and Donna Migliaccio as Mrs. Fezziwig in
MetroStage’s production of “A Broadway Christmas Carol.”

Where & When
“A Broadway Christmas Carol” continues at

MetroStage, 1201 North Royal Street through Dec.
19. Performances are Thursday - Saturday at 8 p.m.
Sunday at 7 p.m. with matinees Saturday - Sunday
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $25 - $50. Call 1-800-494-8497.
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All Natural World Cuisine Locally
sourced in partnership with
regional farmers
Restaurant & WiFi Coffee Bar
535 E Braddock Rd. • 703.888.2865

“Grass Roots,” the newest
multicultural, organic, restaurant

on the block is now serving
wine and beer to complement
the exceptional cuisine of our

celebrity chef, Santino Fillipeto
Mention this ad and receive
15% discount on your meal.

WE HAVE RETURNED

www.micheline.com

110 South West Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 838-3699 • (703) 256-0950

OUR NEW LOCATION

Quality French Antiques and Art

Micheline’s Antiques
• European Paintings
• Lithographs Posters
• Furniture, Chandeliers
• Barbotines, Lamps, etc.

SALE

RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
A NEW STORE

GREAT DIAMOND PRICES
WIDE BRIDAL SELECTION
ONE-OF-A-KIND JEWELRY

Art Glass & Wall Hangings
•

Pashmina Shawls & Men’s
Distinctive Theme Ties

•
Driftwood Coffee Tables to
Handmade Wooden Boxes

Located in Belle View
Shopping Center

Minutes from Old Town
off the G.W. Parkway

1600 Belle View Blvd.
703-412-6066

W
est Potomac Academy and Alexandria
Community Dance are teaming up to
present a joint performance of “The Nut-

cracker,” the traditional holiday story with a mod-
ern twist, Dec. 2-4 in West Potomac High School’s
Springbank Auditorium. Shows will be presented
Thursday, Dec. 2, at 5 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3, at 6:30
p.m., and Saturday, Dec. 4, at 2 and 6:30 p.m. West
Potomac Academy is one of six high school acad-
emies in Fairfax County Public Schools.

Music for the entire second act has been recom-
posed to include ballet, pointe, tap, jazz, modern,
and hip hop dance and gymnastics. West Potomac
Academy’s Dance students will be participating in
the production both on stage, behind the scenes, and
mentoring young dancers. Advanced Dance students
will have featured performances. Academy alumni
will also be returning to participate in the produc-
tion.

More than 100 dancers from the Alexandria area
of Fairfax County auditioned for the performance.

Students from the following Fairfax County pub-
lic schools are represented in the production: Belle
View Elementary School, Fort Hunt Elementary

Entertainment

West Potomac Academy,
Alexandria Community
Dance Perform “Nutcracker”

School, Hollin Meadows Elementary School, Stratford
Landing Elementary School, Washington Mill Elemen-
tary School, Waynewood Elementary School,
Sandburg Middle School, and West Potomac High
School. Performers range in age from 4 years old to
adult.

Tickets can be purchased in advance or at the door.
For advanced ticket sales visit
www.Alexandriadance.com.

West Potomac Academy and West Potomac High
School are located at 6500 Quander Road in the Al-
exandria area of Fairfax County. Contact Courtney
Betzel, West Potomac Academy Dance instructor, at
703-718-2641 or cjbetzel@fcps.edu, or Gennifer
Lissenby, Alexandria Community Dance director, at
glisenby@verizon.net.

Brass of Peace will perform a free holiday concert at the Lyceum Nov. 28.

Brass of Peace to Perform at Lyceum on Nov. 28

B
rass of Peace, a group of select high school
musicians from Northern Virginia, will kick
off the holiday season with a free holiday

concert Nov. 28 at the Lyceum.
The ensemble of top student musicians was se-

lected through auditions held earlier this season from
throughout the region.

“This is an honors band representing several area
high schools,” said Dan McKay of the Alexandria
Performing Arts Association. “This is the third year
that APAA is sponsoring a holiday concert by these
exceptional musicians.”

This year’s concert will feature holiday composi-
tions in a variety of musical styles from Bach and
other Baroque compositions to Mel Torme’s “The
Christmas Song” and other contemporary tunes.

Brass of Peace musicians are selected on musical
merit from various schools and play under the di-
rection of Sylvia Alimena, a French horn player in

the National Symphony Orchestra and musical direc-
tor of Alexandria’s Eclipse Chamber orchestra.

Graduates have gone on to attend The Curtis Insti-
tute of Music, the Juilliard School and the New En-
gland Conservatory and some are current instrumen-
talists of the Philadelphia Orchestra, the San Fran-
cisco Symphony and the U.S. Marine Corps and Air
Force Bands.

Sunday’s concert begins at 4 p.m. and will be fol-
lowed by a reception featuring beverages and light
fare.   Admission is free but tax-deductible donations
will be accepted.   The concert hall of the Lyceum,
located a 201 S. Washington St., seats between 125
and 140 so attendees are encouraged to arrive early.

Brass of Peace, founded in 1977, is a scholarship
program for gifted high school musicians.  For more
information, visit www.brassofpeace.org.

— Jeanne Theismann
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Fall Specials
  Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse

  Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington

   Coq au Vin  • Venison

Cassoulet

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town

Open
Thanksgiving Day
From 12:00pm  to 5:00pm

All Beverages Extra - Taxes & Gratuity Not Included - Completed Bar

(703) 548-1616

BREAKFAST & THANKSGIVING DINNER

734 North Saint Asaph Street

FOR

AMPLE FREE
PARKING

BREAKFAST BUFFET

THANKSGIVING BUFFET DINNER

7:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Omelette Station • Eggs • Bacon • Virginia Ham

Sausage Links • Belgian Waffles • Hot Cakes • Home
Fires • Grits • Sausage Gravy Over Biscuits • Rolls •

Muffins • Fresh Fruits
Adults: $11.25 - Children 12 & Under: $4.25

12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m.
Carved Hot!! Roast Turkey with Sage Dressing &

Giblet Gravy • Roast Beef au jus • Baked Virginia Ham
with Raisin Sauce • Baked Yams • Oven Browned

Potatoes • Mashed Potatoes • Green Beans • Fresh
Broccoli with Hollandaise Sauce • Rolls & Butter •
Apple Pie • Pumpkin Pie • Hot Mince Pie & More!!!

Adults: $17.95 - Children 12 & Under: $7.95

Join The

Open 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Alexandria, Virginia  22314

COCKTAIL
AND WINE
AVAILABLE

Entertainment

See Entertainment,  Page 26

THURSDAY/NOV. 25
Alexandria Turkey Trot. 4,000 runners are expected to run

through the Del Ray neighborhoods in Alexandria. The Del
Ray Business Association as well as the DC Road Runners
Club sponsors the event and proceeds will benefit the AL.I.V.E
foundation. Visit  http://www.alexandriaturkeytrot.com.

FRIDAY/NOV. 26
Hooray For Books! Children’s Bookstore Black Friday Sale.

Hooray For Books will be giving 20 percent off all
merchandise purchased between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. At 1555
King Street, Alexandria. Call 703-548-4092.

Alexandria’s Tree Lighting. 7 p.m. Free. Entertainment
features a message from the Mayor, a visit from Santa, a
performance of Santa’s Frosty’s Follies by the Metropolitan
Fine Arts Center, and caroling with a community sing along.
At Market Square, 301 King Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call
the City’s Special Events Hotline at 703-746-5592 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

NOV. 26 – JAN. 6, 2011
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Themed

decorations (including 12 Christmas trees), a gingerbread
Mount Vernon, historical chocolate-making demonstrations,
and 18th-century dancing will be offered. Visit Aladdin,
George Washington’s Christmas Camel, take special Mansion
tours, and make a Chocolate Toast to Christmas, with our
18th-century-style chocolate drink, a Washington family
favorite. At George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount
Vernon; call 703-780-2000 or visit mountvernon.org.
Admission: $15 for adults, $7 for youth (6-11), and free for
children 5 and younger.

NOV. 27 TO DEC. 19
Alexandria Jaycees’ Christmas Tree Sales. The tree lot

features a variety of trees, including Canaan Firs, Douglas
Firs, Fraser Firs, and Scotch Pines in heights from 4-10 feet,
with prices from $45-$90. Proceeds to benefit the Holiday
Shopping Tour for underprivileged children. Operating hours
are Tuesday-Friday 6–9 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and
Sunday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.  At the Safeway Parking Lot, 500
South Royal Street, Alexandria. Call 703-866-7171 or go to
www.alexjaycees.org or visit http://www.alexjaycees.org/
trees.php.

Mount Vernon by Candlelight. 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Join
“Mrs. Washington” for an evening of candlelit tours, fireside
Christmas caroling, and hot cider and ginger cookies. Tour
the first and second floors, hear characters from Washington’s
world as they guide visitors through the home, adding
ambiance to a traditional Christmas evening at Mount
Vernon. Admission: Adults/$20, Youth 11 and under/$14. At
George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon; call  703-
780-2000 or visit mountvernon.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 27
Craftermath. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A handmade exhibition and

fair, where independent artists, designers and crafters sell
handmade alternative arts and crafts, products and
curiosities. Hosted by West Potomac Academy’s Pro Graphic
Studio. At West Potomac High School, 6500 Quander Road,
Alexandria. Visit www.craftermath.moonfruit.com.

NOV. 27-29
Christmas Tree Sale. Noon to 8 p.m. Sale will continue

through Sunday, Dec. 19 or until all 780 Frasier firs plus
wreaths and garland are sold. At the Belle View Shopping
Center parking lot, near the Texaco Gas Station. Sponsored
by the Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club.

SUNDAY/NOV. 28
Brass of Peace Concert. 4 p.m. Free. An ensemble of top

musicians selected from local high schools. This year’s concert
will feature Holiday compositions in a variety of musical
styles from Bach and other baroque compositions to Mel

Torme’s “The Christmas Song.” Brass of Peace musicians
practice and weekly and perform throughout the school year
under the direction of Sylvia Alimena, a hornist with the
National Symphony Orchestra. At the Lyceum, at 201 South
Washington Street in Old Town Alexandria. Visit
www.alexperformingartsassociation.org.

Bach Vespers at Westminster. 6 p.m. These Vesper services
incorporate the complete organ works of J. S. Bach in their
proper religious content, played by Paul Stetsenko, organist. At
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2701 Cameron Mills Road,
Alexandria. Visit www.wpc-alex.org

TUESDAY/NOV. 30
Vivaldi Concert.  7:30 p.m. Free. Presented by the National

Chamber Players; members of the National Symphony
Orchestra, including guest soloists Nurit Bar-Josef, David
Hardy and Nicholas Stovall, with Kenneth Slovik of the
Smithsonian Chamber Music Society and the Episcopal High
School Choirs. At Episcopal High School, Pendleton Hall, 3900
W. Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org. Call 703-933-4135.

The Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans. 7 p.m. The service commemorates
the Feast of St. Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland.  At St.
Andrew & St. Margaret of Scotland Anglican Catholic Church,
402 E. Monroe Avenue in Alexandria. Visit
www.standrewandstmargaret.org or  703-683-3343.

NOV. 30 AND DEC. 1
DRA Holiday Mosaic Art Workshop. 7 to 9 p.m. Cost is $35/

DRA members; $45/nonmembers. Pre-registration at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org must be completed by Tuesday,
Nov. 23. For a list of supplies or to purchase a 12x12” frame
and mirror, email instructor Sally Coler at
sallycoler@hotmail.com.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 1
Free Group Vocal Lessons. Potomac Harmony Chorus, Sweet

Adelines International, invites you to attend four free group
vocal lessons conducted by Ozzi Mask, Master Director of
Potomac Harmony. Lessons will be held at 7 p.m. on Nov. 22
and Dec. 1. At the Hermitage in Northern Virginia, 5000
Fairbanks Avenue, Alexandria. Call 703-764-3896. Visit
www.potomacharmony.org

Traditional Scottish Music. 7:30 p.m. Free. Sponsored by
sister city of Dundee, Scotland and the City of Alexandria
Sister Cities Committee. At The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
Street, Old Town Alexandria.

DEC. 1-3
Interactive Book Fair. Open to students
and families Wednesday, Dec. 1 to Friday,
Dec. 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The Book
Fair is open to the public on Wednesday, Dec.
1 and Thursday, Dec. 2 from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Those evenings are also “Pajama Parties” —
children and their families are encouraged to
wear their pajamas to these special events,
which will feature interactive storytelling,
baked goods, and more. At Douglas
MacArthur Elementary School, 1101 Janneys
Lane, Alexandria.

THURSDAY/DEC. 2
Holiday Bash With Shopping. 6 to 9 p.m.
Free. Studios and galleries are open for
holiday shopping as the art center is
transformed into a glittering spectacle of
holiday spirit. Shop for one-of-a-kind gifts as
you enjoy live music and festive activities
throughout the evening. At the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union Street,

FRIDAY/DEC. 3
ArtFest 2010.  6 to 9 p.m. Free. Open House and Holiday Party

featuring handmade ceramics and jewelry for sale, live music
by Rew Smith band, exhibits, art demos and more. The
Ceramic Sale will take place Friday, Dec. 3, from noon to 9
p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 4 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 5
from noon to 5 p.m.  The Jewelry Sale will take place Friday,
Dec. 3 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 4 from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. At The Art League’s Madison Annex, 305 Madison
Street, Alexandria.

SATURDAY/DEC. 4
Divas and Bards. 7 p.m. Concert by the 7 Sopranos. At the Arts Center at

Convergence. Guests will be invited to a party featuring a new exhibit by visual
and performing artist, Eve Hennessa. Guests will enjoy hors d‘oeuvres, wine and
champagne from 8 to 9 p.m.  During the reception, guests will enjoy marimba
player Adam Garcia and appearance by performance artist, Deborah Lash
modeling one of her “sculpture dresses.” From 9 to 10:30 p.m. the evening will
continue with a D.J. and beer from Dogfish Head Alehouse. Tickets are $35 at
door or $30 in advance or reserved online at www.convergenceccf.net.
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Cooking Demos at
Spice & Tea Exchange

The Spice & Tea Exchange Alexandria is
hosting a series of cooking demonstrations
with Old Town Alexandria’s finest chefs.
Chefs will use the selection of fresh spices
available at The Spice & Tea Exchange Alex-
andria to debut their favorite dishes that can
be cooked at home. Customers will learn and
taste. Reservations required; $20 in advance,
$25 day of (if seating is available). Email
Alexandria@SpiceandTea.com or call, 571-
312-8505. At The Spice & Tea Exchange of
Alexandria, 320 King Street, Alexandria
(across from City Hall). Call Joy Quinn and
Taruna Reddy at 571-312-8505.

Schedule
❖ Nov. 28, 6 p.m. — Chef de Cuisine Chris

Watson, BRABO by Robert Wiedmaier &
BRABO Tasting Room

❖ Jan. 27, 7 p.m. — Dennis Marron, Ex-
ecutive Chef, The Grille at Morrison House
& Jackson 20

❖ Feb. 21, 7 p.m. — Executive Chef An-
thony Chittum, Vermilion

❖ March 29, 7 p.m. — Chef Shannon
Overmiller, Majestic Cafe and Todd
Thrasher, PX Lounge

❖ April 25, 7 p.m. — Chef Nick Flores,
Hank’s Oyster Bar

Alexandria.  Call 703-838-4565 or visit
www.TorpedoFactory.org.

FRIDAY/DEC. 3
A Christmas Marketplace. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sponsored by the Campagna Center. Special
shopping hours for Taste of Scotland guests 7-11
p.m. Vendors include: Janice’s Table; Discovery
Toys; G’s Glory Handbags; Janet Egan Design; The
Dressed Up Nut; Celtic Landscapes in Pastel;
Aurora Bath and Jewels; The Perfect Buddha;
Scottish Gourmet USA LLC; Patricia Palermino
Studio; Villa de Alpacas Farm; Southwestern
Silver; The Scottish Trading Co.; Queen Bee
Designs; Monday’s Child; Thirty-One; Heather &
Greens also available. At the George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria.

Holiday on the Avenue in Del Ray. 5:45 to 9
p.m. Free. Annual Del Ray holiday tree lighting,
visit with Santa and lighting of the luminaries; a
holiday tradition in Alexandria. Carols begin at
5:45 p.m. and hot chocolate, hot cider and cookies
will be provided. At 6 p.m. sing “Here Comes
Santa Claus” when Santa arrives. Thousands of
luminaries will be lit from Mt. Vernon and
Commonwealth down to Luray Avenue.  At Del
Ray Farmer’s Market at Mt. Vernon Ave. and E.
Oxford Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-746-3301.

Taste of Scotland. 8 to 11 p.m. Exclusive Patron
Pub from 7 to 11 p.m. Join in a tasting featuring
rare scotches direct from Scotland distilleries. Part
of The Campagna Center’s 40th Annual Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend. At the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive, Alexandria. Call Carlos at 703-549-0111
x146 or cllano@campaganacenter.org.

DEC. 3 TO 4
Annual Christmas Celebration. Friday, Dec. 3,

from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, from 11
a.m.-4 p.m. At Pauline Books & Media, 1025 King
Street, Alexandria. Bring your own camera,
costumes provided.

Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend. Free for
Parade and Marketplace; $75 Taste of Scotland;
$35 Designer Tour of Homes. 40th Annual
Campagna Center Scottish Christmas Walk
Weekend —ºeven the dogs wear tartans. On
Saturday, Dec. 4, more than 100 Scottish clans
dressed in tartans will parade through the streets
of Old Town. They’ll be joined by pipe and drum
bands from around the region, as well as terriers
and hounds of every description. This year’s event
is sponsored by the Scottish government.  Other
events of the weekend include A Christmas
Marketplace and A Taste of Scotland on Dec. 3,
and the Campagna Center’s Holiday Designer Tour
of Homes on Dec. 4. Call 703-549-0111 or visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

DEC. 3 TO 5
15th Holiday Market. Free. Reception is Friday,

Dec. 3 from 6-9 p.m. Hours Saturday, Dec. 4 from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. Unique
handmade fine arts and crafts from 20 exhibitors
(including pottery/ceramics, photography, jewelry,
cloth, paper crafts, and glass), beautiful poinsettias
from West Landscapes LLC, and delicious Bake
Sale items to benefit the local community. Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, at the Nicholas A. Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria.
Check www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

DEC. 3 TO 12
A Christmas Carol.” Admission: $15. The Little

Theatre of Alexandria rings in the holidays with a
return of a classic by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer
Scrooge, a miserly Victorian humbug, travels with
ghostly guides through Christmas past, present,
and future to find the true meaning of the
holidays. At The Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe Street, Alexandria; call 703-683-0496 or
visit www.thelittletheatre.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 4
Book Signing Event. 6 p.m. Author Maria

McCarthy will sign her book, “High Heels Honey
Lips and White Powder.” At Books-a-Millions,
6230 N Kings Highway,
Alexandria.

Author and Bra Fitter.
9:30 to 10 a.m. Reading
and Kid’s Activities. 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Book
Signing. Vicky Whipple
presents her new book,
“The Little Weed Flower.”
At The Full Cup European
Bra Fitting Salon, 218 N.
Lee St. #206, Alexandria.
Call 703-836-9441.

Burke & Herbert Holiday
Boat Parade of Lights.
Free. Festivities at 4 p.m.;
Boat Parade at 6 p.m. Alexandria’s harbor lights up
when more than 50 illuminated boats cruise the
Potomac River at the historic waterfront.
Festivities at the Alexandria City Marina (One
Cameron Street, Alexandria)  with Santa arriving
by fireboat at 4:15 p.m. Call 703-746-3301.
VisitAlexandriaVA.com

Concert with Ars Choralis. 7 p.m. The concert
features a candlelight procession, Antonio Vivaldi’s
Gloria, A Carol Suite by modern English composer
Karl Jenkins, favorites including “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel,” and an audience sing-a-long. A
reception will follow. At St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 228 South Pit St., corner of Pitt and Duke
Streets.

Christmas Boutique. 9 a.m. to noon. Handmade
Christmas décor, ornaments, hand knitted items,
baked goods, and unique gifts. Proceeds support
Heritage Presbyterian Women’s outreach programs
for children and women. At Heritage Presbyterian
Church, 8503 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Call
703-360-9546.

Mediation: The Better Way to Resolve
Separation and Divorce Issues. 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Free. Virginia Colin, Ph.D., will tell you
how to reduce distress and save time and money
by using mediation, not litigation. At Kingstowne
Library Meeting Room, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Call 703-864-2101.

Cocker Spaniel Adoption Show. 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Come meet cockers of all ages available for
adoption. All dogs are spayed or neutered. Visit
www.cockerspanielrescue.com. At Alexandria/
Hybla Valley Petsmart, 7690 Richmond Hwy.,
Alexandria. Call 703-533-2373.

Holiday Open House.  Fair Trade, World Peace
and Cats. Fair trade tea and chocolate, cider and
treats.  Toss your hand-colored wish for world
peace into the World Peace Wishing Well and
enter your name into a drawing to win valuable
prizes.  Also hosting the cats and kittens from Tails
High, an Alexandria-based cat rescue group, in the
kitty playpen.  At Mindful Hands, 211 King Street.
Visit www.mindfulhands.com or 703-683-2074.

Ornament Decorating Workshop. 1 to 4 p.m.
Free. Be inspired by the colors and patterns of
pottery excavated in Alexandria and make a
memorable holiday keepsake! Participants can
decorate and take home dough ornaments which
are shaped like artifacts from the museum’s own
collection.  At the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum at the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
Street #327, Alexandria; Call 703-746-4399 or
visit www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 5
Women’s Artists Show. 1 to 5 p.m. Free. More

than 30 local women artists will offer pottery,
scarves, jewelry, crafts, photography and more.
Exciting items — including trips, restaurant
certificates, household items and vendor items —
will be raffled off. Sponsored by The Alexandria
Commission for Women. At the Charles Houston
Recreation Center, 905 Wythe Street.

“Ode to Joy.” 4 p.m. An All-Beethoven Concert with
The New Dominion Chorale, Thomas Beveridge,
artistic director. Tickets are $30/general; $25/

seniors. At the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 3001 North Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.newdominion.org  or call
703-442-9404.

Interactive Nativity Pageant. 2 to 4 p.m. The
pageant will feature live animals, including sheep
and a donkey. Christmas cookies and hot
chocolate will be served in the church’s community
room. Opportunities for worship, Bible study,
youth activities, grief counseling and healing are
offered throughout the week. At St. Andrew & St.
Margaret of Scotland Anglican Catholic Church,
402 E. Monroe Ave., in the Del Ray area of
Alexandria. Visit www.standrewandstmargaret.org
or call 703-683-3343.

Toys for Tots Benefit Square Dance. 1 to 5 p.m.
With a special 3 p.m. performance by Capital
Squares Demonstration Team. Recommended
donation for each couple is a new, unopened toy
or a $10 minimum contribution (singles $5).  At
the Lee Center Exhibit Hall, 1108 Jefferson St.,
Alexandria. Call the City’s Special Events Hotline
at 703-746-5592 or visit www.alexandriava.gov/
recreation.

Handel’s “Judas Maccabaeus.” 3 p.m. Free. No
tickets required; $10/donation. Performed by
NOVA Community Chorus, Dr. Mark A. Whitmire,
Director, and Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic, Ulysses S. James, Music Direct/
Conductor. At Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. Call 703-845-6097.

Alternative Christmas Giving Bazaar. A fund-
raiser for local charity. After the 8:30 a.m. and 11
a.m. services. In the Fellowship Hall of
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2701 Cameron
Mills Road, Alexandria. Visit www.spc-alex.org.

MONDAY/DEC. 6
Advent Benefit Concert. 7:30 p.m. A benefit

concert for the Daughters of St. Paul. A relaxing
and prayerful evening of classical and sacred
music with concert pianist Donna Stoering and
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra violist, Erin Nolan, a
postulant with the Daughters of St. Paul. Music by
Chopin, Faure, Rachmaninov and Schubert. Free-
will offering will be collected to support the
mission of the Daughters of St. Paul. Call 703-549-
3806. At St. Mary’s Lyceum, 313 Duke Street, Old
Town, Alexandria.

Toastmasters International Area G1 Holiday
Party. 7:30 p.m. At Primo Family Restaurant on
Belle View Blvd in Alexandria. Visit
mtvernontoast@gmail.com. Visit http://
mountvernon.freetoasthost.org/

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 8
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6. DJ

Dance Party with DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett Street, Alexandria.

Electric Nature Open House. 4 to 7 p.m. Get
some fun and new ideas about decorating and
buying holiday gifts. Wear your red and green -
and bring a friend (or two)! Door prizes and
special offers. At 1503 Mount Vernon Avenue.
RSVP: galecurcio@verizon.net or 703-360-3621

“Need a Closet Renovation?” Bake sale
fundraiser luncheon sponsored by the Springfield/
Alexandria Christian Women’s Connection. 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Cost is $17/person.
Reservations  703-590-6562 or email to
SpringWmConn@yahoo.com.  At the Springfield
Golf & Country Club, 8301 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. Call 703-815-4204.

From Page 25

Entertainment

Jason Linett of Alexandria.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 1
Comedy Hypnotist Performs. 7 p.m. Tickets are

$6.  Audiences can expect to see willing
volunteers rapidly induced into a hypnotic trance
and then given funny suggestions. A fund-raiser
for the Class of 2011 Seniors at T.C. Williams
High School, 3330 King Street in Alexandria. Visit
www.JasonLinett.com.

DEC. 2, 3, 4
“The Alexandria Community Nutcracker.”

Dec. 2 at 5 p.m.; Dec. 3 at 6:30 p.m.; Dec. 4 at 2
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. The Alexandria Community
Nutcracker is an original full-length community
Nutcracker choreographed by local dance teachers
Gennifer Lisenby, Courtney Betzel, and Adrienne
Magnuson and featuring the West Potomac Dance
Academy and many young dancers from the
community. Local schools represented in the
production include St. Luke’s Day School,
Aldersgate Preschool, Hollin Meadows Math and
Science, Fort Hunt ES, Waynewood ES, Belle View
ES, Stratford Landing ES, Washington Mill ES,
Burgundy Farm Country Day School, Browne
Academy, St. Louis, St. Mary’s, Carl Sandburg MS,
and West Potomac HS.  At West Potomac High
School Auditorium. Tickets can be purchased
online at http://www.alexandriadance.com. Visit
alexandriadance.com.

Vicky Whipple

Kate Campbell

SATURDAY/DEC. 4
Kate Campbell Performs. 7 p.m. Country/Folk

singer. Tickets are $18/general; $15/advance.
Presented by Focus Music in Mount Vernon. At St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531 Riverside Rd.,
Alexandria.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community,
call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

©

WHERE THE DESIGNS ARE

1400 King St., Alexandria • 703-683-0333 • goldworksUSA.com • Like us on Facebook
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Every year between Christmas and
New Year’s, The Alexandria Gazette
Packet turns its pages over to the con-
tributions of local students. We are
seeking artwork, photography, poetry,
opinions, short stories and reflections.
We welcome contributions from pub-
lic schools, private schools and stu-
dents who are home schooled.

E-mail to: gazette@connection
newspapers.com, or mail (.jpg and text files on disc only) by Dec. 1, to
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314. Please be sure to include the
student’s name, age, grade, school and town of residence along with
each submission. For information, call 703-778-9410.

Be a Part of CHILDREN’S (& TEENS’) GAZETTE

Copyright 2010 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

October 2010

$1,900,000 ~ $755,000

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
212 PITT ST S ............................... 5 ... 4 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,900,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.07 ................................ OLD TOWN
703 KAHN PL ................................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,200,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ....................... FORDS LANDING
721 UNION ST S ........................... 3 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,195,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................................ OLD TOWN
3709 TAFT AVE ............................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,139,780 ... Detached ....... 0.19 ...................... COOPERS GROVE
400 LLOYDS LN ............................ 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,084,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 .................................. OAKLAND
806 MARSHALL LN ....................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,000,000 ... Detached ....... 0.52 ................................. KEY DRIVE
218 FAIRFAX ST N ........................ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $920,000 ... Semi-Detached ... 0.04 ......... OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
361 CAMERON STATION BLVD .... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $879,000 ... Detached ....... 0.08 .................. CAMERON STATION
117 MADISON PL ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $865,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ................................ RIVERGATE
201 VASSAR PL ............................. 3 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $825,000 ... Detached ....... 0.18 ......................................CLOVER
321 CAMERON STATION BLVD .... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $810,000 ... Detached ....... 0.09 .................. CAMERON STATION
1314 TRINITY DR ......................... 4 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $800,000 ... Detached ....... 0.46 .......................... MALVERN HILL
3800 MOORE PL ........................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $795,000 ... Detached ....... 0.38 .................................... BEVERLY
421 PRINCESS ST ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $757,050 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ................... CHATHAM SQUARE
809 CRESCENT DR ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $755,000 ... Detached ....... 0.36 .......................... BEVERLY HILLS

Home Sales

PHILLIP NORRIS
Finish Carpentry & Trim Works Of

Alexandria
What will you give thanks for

this Thanksgiving?
Most family’s focus on this Thanksgiv-

ing holiday is on the turkey and all the
accompanying special trimmings. But
there is a much deeper meaning that we
all recognize and appreciate. It’s really
about sharing a lovingly prepared meal
and precious time together with our
family and special friends in our home.

Our home is our gathering place, not
only for Thanksgiving, but also through-
out the year. It’s our cocoon. It’s our safe
haven after fighting traffic, the stress of
work and running all the errands neces-
sary to keep our family life on track.

When we look around our home, it is
often the special details that make us
appreciate it even more. The trimming
of our home can include that crown
molding, wainscoting, and chair rail-
ings. Or it can be as simple as making
that repair that’s been on our mind just
in time for the holidays with our fami-
lies.

While I carve our family turkey, I’ll be
grateful to of those who trusted me to
trim their home this past year — thank-
ful to so many Alexandrians who made
this year another successful year for my
family and me.

STEPHANIE PACE BROWN
CEO Alexandria Convention & Visi-

tors Association
What will you give thanks for

this Thanksgiving?
Thankful to be able to spend the holi-

days with friends and family in
Alexandria as we enjoy so many tradi-
tional events found right here at home.

What are you thankful for living
and/or working in Alexandria?

As CEO of the organization that pro-
motes visitor spending in Alexandria, I
am thankful to have work that I am pas-
sionate about, and that contributes to
the vibrancy of the place I love to call
home.

What advice would you give to
someone looking for more special
things to be thankful for in Alex-
andria?

Take time to enjoy the events and
places that make Alexandria so special.

SUSAN BAUER CLUBB
What will you give thanks for

this Thanksgiving?
Always family — both extended and

our little family of four!
What are you thankful for living

and/or working in Alexandria?

Opinion

Reflections: On Being Thankful

The Norris family

Here some responses to questions about
living and working in Alexandria.

I am thankful to work at the National
School Boards Association whose mis-
sion is working for excellence in our
public schools. I am thankful that my
commute to Old Town Alexandria is up
our beautiful George Washington Park-
way.

What advice would you give to
someone looking for more special
things to be thankful for in Alex-
andria?

Volunteer — either through your
place of worship, UCM, your neighbor-
hood, or your local school — get out
there and make life a little better for
someone else. It will come full circle
back to you!”

DIANE HENRY
What will you give thanks for

this Thanksgiving?
I give thanks for not killing the bicy-

clist. I ’ve been doing it every
Thanksgiving for about 15 years. It was
a dark night in Old Town where every
corner has a stop sign. I obeyed. But
when I pushed the gas pedal again there
was a bicyclist, out of no where, fast,
wearing dark clothes and he tipped
over, probably out of fright. I don’t think
I hit him, but we came dang close. He
cursed. My heart stopped and I sat fro-
zen as he righted himself, cursed some
more and started riding again. I don’t
know who’s guardian angels were at
work, his or mine, but I give thanks that
they were on duty and I will continue
the same prayer of thanks until my
breath gives out. I think this year, I will
also ask the guardian angels to look out
after the guy who rides his handicapped
scooter in the streets, at night, in the
north end of Old Town. He also wears
dark clothes and there are no reflectors
on his scooter.

I am blessed beyond words with fam-
ily and friends, like so many others in
our town. If I let myself write about
these dear ones I wouldn’t get up from

the computer until Groundhog’s day.
They are loved and I frequently tell
them so. On Thanksgiving I should per-
haps add in a few that I overlook
sometimes, like the poet Wendell Berry,
the creators of Google, whom I adore, or
the doctors who have allowed me to live
beyond my original expiration date.

The teachers at Burgundy Farm Coun-
try Day School would certainly be high
on my list. My daughter, now in law
school, attended Burgundy and I am so
grateful that her early years were filled
with a love of learning, reasoning, and
respect in a place where curiosity, joy,
and imagination were encourage. Not
one day, in all those years at Burgundy,
did my child ever say she did not want
to go to school. Not one. Just the oppo-
site. Eagerly, she raced to her classroom
each morning when she was dropped
off. Is that not one of the great gifts in
life?

I will also give thanks this year for my
yoga buddies at “Yoga In Daily Life” in
Del Ray. I stumbled into a free yoga
class ten years ago, out of shape and
totally ignorant about yoga. But I dis-
covered the most wonderful teacher
who was patient, funny, and always
encouraging. By accident I came upon a
very traditional style of yoga, not com-
petitive, not trendy, not strict. It was
yoga that embraced many imperfections
and helped people become more healthy
and more relaxed. Everyone who works
there is a volunteer, running the office,
cleaning, teaching classes, including
some who teach at the city jail and of-
fices around town. I am one of the
teachers now so I know I’m more than
a little biased on the subject. But I think
it is honest to stay that the people who
teach and take classes at the yoga cen-
ter are an exceptionally lovely group
and to them I say a special thank you.

NADINE WREN
Weichert Realtors
What will you give thanks for

this Thanksgiving?
For being healthy enough to complete

39.3 miles in the Avon Breast Cancer
walk, for my amazing daughters, and for
my widely varied and deeply valued
friends.

What are you thankful for living
and/or working in Alexandria?

For the diversity of people, places and
programs/activities in Alexandria.

What advice would you give to
someone looking for more special
things to be thankful for in Alex-
andria?

Look outside! We have bald eagles
flying in our skies, we have beautiful
monuments all around, we have fresh
air, friendly neighbors and so many free-
doms and opportunities — enjoy.
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People

First in State
Arthur, 9, walks into his
parents’ newly acquired
Alexandria home, the first
Neighborhood Stabilization
Program completed project
in Virginia. Earlier this
month, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity Development pre-
sented Rebuilding Together
Alexandria and its partners,
the City of Alexandria and
Alexandria Housing Devel-
opment Corporation, an
award for “The First Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Pro-
gram Resale” project in the
state of Virginia under the
Neighborhood Stabilization Program. As part of the
Community Development Block Grant, this program
aims to stabilize neighborhoods by turning fore-
closed properties into affordable, energy-efficient
homes for low-income, first time homebuyers. To
learn more, visit www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org or
call 703-836-1021.

Premiere After Party
Melanie LaPatin, choreographer of “So You Think You Can
Dance,” and actress Laurel Vail are at Yves Bistro, after
the premiere of their film “Leading Ladies,” presented at
AMC Hoffman theater on Nov. 5. “Leading Ladies” was
one of 39 films viewed during the 2010 Alexandria Film
Festival running Nov. 4-7.

Benji Schwimmer, actor and winner of “So You Think You
Can Dance” Season 2, celebrates his role in the film
“Leading Ladies” inside Yves Bistro.

Photos by La Shawn Avery-Simons/Gazette Packet

Launching ‘Ghosts of Alexandria’
Author Michael Lee Pope, and reporter for the Gazette Packet,  offi-

cially launched the sale of his new book “Ghosts of Alexandria” at the
Athenaeum on Friday, Oct. 1.

An Afternoon
Of Tea and Poetry
Charity Davis, a senior at
T.C. Williams High School,
reads one of her poems at
“An Afternoon of Tea and
Poetry” at the Alexandria
Black History Museum last
Saturday. The event was
presented by Project
Discovery Alexandria, an
organization that helps
students become the first
members of their families
to attend college or tech-
nical school. Through
workshops, trips to colleges and other enriching experiences, Project Discovery
teaches students how to achieve education goals, select a college, manage time,
improve study skills, and apply for financial aid. For more information or to make
a donation contact Ron Frazier at 703-746-5970 or by email at
ron.frazier@alexandriava.gov.

Photos by Sandy Lunner Levitz/Gazette Packet

Author Michael Lee Pope answers questions about his
new book.

Alexandria Library Special
Collection librarian George
Combs and Duncan Library
branch manager Renee
DiPilato.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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People

Supper with
The Symphony

The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
hosted 250 attendees across two seat-
ings for a new fundraiser, “Supper with
the Symphony” last month. Over an
evening of fine dining, special guests,
and entertainment at The Carlyle Club,
$10,000 was raised for the ASO. Special
appearances by ASO Music Director Kim
Allen Kluge, violinist Jenny Oaks Baker,
pianist Carlos Rodriguez, tenor Peter
Burroughs, saxophonist Vaughn
Ambrose, pianist Janelle Gill,  and ball-
room dancers Mike Ippolito and Elaine
Macchio entertained the crowd through-
out the evening.

Frank Quirk, Betty Quirk, Judy Williams, Caulley Deringer, Donnan
C. Wintermute, and Alex Deringer.

Cas Hobbs and violinist Jenny
Oaks Baker.

Feeding the Homeless
Volunteers make over 800 sandwiches at the Charles Houston Commu-
nity Center for distribution by the Martha’s Table mobile soup kitchen
during the Northern Virginia Urban League’s National Day of Empower-
ment on Oct. 30. The initiative was supported nationally by the National
Urban League Young Professionals, National Council of Urban League
Guilds and YUM! Brands in a fight to end world hunger through
volunteerism and education.

At Film
Festival
After the
showing at
the Old Town
Theatre “Ride
The Divide”
on Thursday
evening, Nov.
4, producer
Joe Cantwell
and rider
Ruben take
questions
from the
theatre audi-
ence.
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By Senitra McCombs

Gazette Packet

W
orld-traveled musician and
songwriter Sol and his band
Sol-Roots performed in the

Northern Virginia Fine Arts Association’s
(NVFAA) Second Thursday Music event at
The Athenaeum Theatre in Alexandria last
month.

“I believe in their pursuit to maintain and
promote the music arts and culture in the
Northern Virginia area,” he said.

All of the funds raised will go to support
NVFAA.

Sol’s “Blue Funk Root” blends funk, blues,
and the roots of rock, reggae, soul and jazz.

Raised in North Carolina and Virginia, Sol
has been playing music since high school.
He began his career touring around Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee and Mississippi, fronting his own
rock, blues and funk bands.

Besides his domestic touring, Sol has per-
formed in Europe, Canada, Central and
South America and Australia.

He has shared the stage with a host of
blues and funk pioneers such as blues mas-
ter Guitar Gabriel, world blues legend Taj
Mahal, gospel blues Cootie Starks, Hendrix-
style Squirrel Nut Zippers and Hobex.

“I’ve been blessed to work with some real
musical heavyweights and pioneers. Many
of these artists continue to inspire me mu-
sically and personally,” he said.

Sol also cites his dad as a major musical
influence as well. “My dad has been my big-
gest inspiration musically. I’ve made a lot
of musical contacts through him.”

His current band Sol-Roots includes Mike
Tony Echols on bass and vocals and Scott
Rabino on drums who has toured with blues
and R&B star Tommy Castro. He also uses
a core of local musical artists in his band.

“Also my band, Sol & Funk Root, has had
the chance to perform alongside great funk,
rock, soul, and roots acts such as Jon Cleary,
Robert Randolph & the Family Band, the
Wood Brothers, Soulive, and Jackie Greene,
all of whom are great inspirations.”

Being a full time musician for 10-12 years,
he says his greatest challenge is “trying to
book enough gigs to equal a paycheck at
the end of the week,” and connecting with
quality individuals in the local music scene.

Despite all the challenges, he enjoys be-
ing about to use his music as a vehicle to
“bring Roots music to a new generation of
listeners.”

Moreover, Sol also believes in encourag-
ing other artists as well. Every Thursday he
holds a “jam session and music showcase”
at the LA Bar & Grill in Arlington.

 “It’s a chance for a lot of local musicians
to get together and kick back and enjoy a
lot of other musicians.”

He encourages novice musicians to “have
patience and to follow your passions and
interests.”

 “It’s also important to work together.
Everybody can work together to build up
the whole Washington, D.C. music scene.
Then it will be that much stronger.” He adds.

Currently, he also produced two CD’s
“Freedom” (2008) and “Volume Blue”
(2002).

Sol spends most of his down time pro-
moting and advertising for himself and his
band. For more information about Sol or
his music please check out www.Sol-
Roots.com or www.musicmaker.org.

Making a Career out of Music

Sol
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Sidewalk chalk drawings, games and activities filled the middle of West
Oak Street in Alexandria for its annual block party last month.  The 20
children who live on the block rode their bikes, scooters, and tractors up
and down the block, and decorated pumpkins in their self-proclaimed
“kids zone.”

V
isitors to the Lee-Fendall House Museum &
Garden in Alexandria have for many years
enjoyed the collection of historic and mod-

ern dollhouses on display in the museum’s attic. This
recently deaccessioned dollhouse collection will be
sold at auction by The Potomack Company on Satur-
day, Dec. 11.

The collection of 26 dollhouses primarily from the
late 19th and 20th centuries includes both electri-
fied houses and earlier vintage models in a wide
range of architectural styles. The houses are embel-
lished with miniature furnishings, accessories and
dolls. Two unique examples are the 19th century
slave shanty complete with African-American figures
and an early 20th century Tramp Art model popu-
larized by tramps who exchanged penknife handi-
work for a free meal.

Visit the gallery on Sunday, Dec. 5 at 1:30 for a
guided tour of the dollhouses and enjoy a sweet holi-
day cookie treat while learning about Sunday toys
and seeing an example of a church dollhouse along
with the other dollhouses, garden ornaments and
whirligigs.

The dollhouses were originally gifted from two
different donors to the Lee-Fendall House, and the
museum created a display gallery for them in the
attic of the historic house even though the rest of
the museum was interpreted to an earlier time pe-
riod.

The dollhouses will be on view at The Potomack
Company’s gallery and on its website beginning Dec.
4. The gallery is located at 526 North Fayette Street
in Old Town. See www.potomackcompany.com.

Yellow painted general
store/post office con-
structed by Robert
Fernsler.

Slave shanty dollhouse/
birdhouse with four rare
lead African American
figures.

Historic Alexandria Dollhouse Collection at Potomack Company

Seminary Valley
Fall brings our city leaf services and al-

though we have had two pickups, there is
one more scheduled for the Valley on Dec.
7 – 9. Christmas tree recycling will take
place twice after the holiday; dates have not
yet been announced.

Your neighbors have been out enjoying
the fall weather and also putting their ef-
forts to some good causes! Kristen Donley
reports that the Valley fielded many neigh-
borhood participants, family and friends at
the annual National Race Against The Odds.
The race draws attention to pediatric brain
stem tumors. “Jack’s Pack” included: Joseph
Andy, top finisher for the team; Dana Andy;
Auntie Colleen Donley; Kristin Donley
Dundon (Jackson’s mommy); Eva Donley
(proud grandmother); Auntie Kaitlin
Donley; Grandpa Kerry Donley; Brian
Dreyer; Deborah Dundon; Jackson Dundon
(in person); Jimmy Dundon (proud dad);
Mason Dundon; Mindy English; Emily
Franko; Ryan Hogan; Jasmine Jaysingh;
Shalini Jaysingh; Mia Jones; Kate Marshall;
Jeffrey Sandy; Andrea Schmitz, and Ashley
Van Tromp. To keep up with Jackson’s
progress, go to
www.thedundonsnest.blogspot.com.

Also out and about were all three Cham-
berlain children (Caroline, Maggie and
Grant) and Emmy Gilmer, who took part in
last weekend’s Walk For The Homeless in
the District. The event, sponsored by Fannie
Mae, has garnered over $80 million since
its 1988 inception.

Although little physical stamina was re-
quired, the following neighbors took time
to man the phones and help out at the
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria’s Annual
Telethon on Nov. 7. Barry Cox, Pat Jones,
Maria Jones, Emma Augustine, Yonie Dow,
Rebekah Hersch, Barbra Phillips, Margaret
Staudinger, Nancy Benjamin, Marianne
Hetzer, Nancy Jairrels, Laurie Latillade, Lois
and Natalie Brown, and Gila Harris were
among the 200-plus volunteers who helped
the fund raise over $100,000. Well done!
And a special shout-out to Seminary Valley’s
own “The Lowdown”, the only student band
to perform at “TitanFest”, the entertainment
portion of the Telethon: Sam Jones, Phil

Espinoza, Matt Blevins and Lily Carlisle-
Reske.

There must be something in Seminary
Valley’s water that produces promising thes-
pians. T. C. Williams just wrapped up its fall
production, “Tell Me That You Love Me,
Junie Moon.” Senior Zachary Frank and
Sophomore Ben Ribler took on two of the
three leads in the show. Sam Jones served
as stage manager. Of course, Hope
Bachman, a T.C. alum and one of the play’s
directors, grew up in the Valley. Miss “Junie
Moon”? Look out for the junior version of
“Rent,” coming the first weekend of Febru-
ary.

— Mia Jones

Northridge
Plans are being made for the annual

Northridge Christmas tree sale the first two
weekends of December at the Beverley Hills
Church playground. Each holiday season
since 1982, Phil and Shari Gallery and their
team of tree workers have been providing
excellent quality Christmas trees and green-
ery to customers in the Alexandria area.
Members of the Northridge Citizens Asso-
ciation and Boy Scout Troop 129 provide
assistance with unloading the trees, sales,
and loading and securing the trees for trans-
port. These are truly fresh Christmas trees
(cut Tuesday/Wednesday before Thanksgiv-
ing) — Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir, Blue Spruce,
and a few White Spruce and Concolor Fir,
5 to 10 foot trees are offered. There is also
white pine garland and fresh wreaths for
sale.

 This is the first year the Gallerys are pro-
viding tree sales on two weekends. NRCA
members have generously agreed to expand
their volunteer hours. Working at the tree
sale is for many the beginning of their
Christmas season. The trees fill the play-
ground with the scent of pine and all enjoy
visiting with neighbors. Trees sales are from
Saturday Dec. 4 and Dec. 11 at 7am and
Sunday, Dec. 5 and Dec. 12 at 10 a.m.

Beginning on Nov. 27, the Gallerys also
sell trees in the parking lot at Southern Tow-
ers at the corner of Seminary Road and
Beauregard St.

Beverley Hills United Methodist Church
is at 3512 Old Dominion Blvd., Alexandria.
The sale benefits North Ridge Citizens Assn.
and Beverly Hills United Methodist Church.
Questions? Want to volunteer to help? Con-
tact Bruce or Libby Johnson at 703-548-
9604

Taylor Run
LUNCHEON

Attorney Dorothea Peters served a deli-
cious luncheon to a group of women con-
cerned with public activities. The koi were
still swimming in her pool but not jumping
at this time of year.

Lucelle O’Flaherty was there with her
friend Cheryn Reid from Pennsylvania.
Lucelle is particularly interested in issues
related to the treatment of dogs. She told
me to say on behalf of her dog Bailey that
they would like to see more dog-friendly
rules in restaurants.

Lillian Brooks who is director of Juvenile
Court Services was there, as were Nancy
Benjamin and Mary Alyce DelaPlane. Leslie
Barnes Hagan was discussing the question
of whether the Sunshine Meetings law is
flouted when people on Council take emails
or texts or talk on their cell-phones. She

points out that the public which is supposed
to be privy to all that is happening at the
meeting is unable to follow those proceed-
ings. Leslie, a former member of the School
Board and of ARHA, with the scars to prove
it, knows all about public testimony.

Teddy Goodson wondered whether the
time might come when cellphones and
Blackberries will have to be checked at the
door, the same way guns were in the old
west.

Sara Stott had to leave early to take her
husband to a singing lesson. Dottie
Eisenhour and some others were much in-
terested in the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration problems searching airplane
passengers. They felt that other countries
handle the matter much better than the
United States does.

Lynn Humphries talked about the dimin-
ished activity on the part of the League of
Women Voters. Carolyn Maurer DeVilbiss,
Kathleen Burns and Jan Spence were also
there.

Dorothea had carefully not invited any
elected officials because she thought there
might be discussion about the upcoming
senate vacancy — and indeed there was.

— Lois Kelson Hunt

Neighborhood West Oak
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
he 2009-10 season was one to
forget for the T.C. Williams boys
basketball program. Two Titans
were found ineligible at

midseason, leading to turmoil in the
school’s athletic department. The Titans
forfeited 12 victories and later ended their
season with a loss in the opening round of
the Patriot District tournament. In March,
Director of Student Activities Bob McKeag
was forced into retirement as a result of the
issue.

One year later, the Titans are preparing
for the 2010-11 campaign, eager for a fresh
start. TC, winner of three consecutive re-
gional titles from 2007-09 and the 2008
AAA state championship, took part in a
scrimmage on Saturday at Landon School
in Bethesda, Md. The Titans will scrimmage
at Good Counsel (Olney, Md.) at 9 a.m. on
Nov. 27 and will open the regular season at
home on Dec. 4 against Wakefield. With
games that count quickly approaching, head
coach Julian King wants his players focused.
To ensure this, King deems last year’s sea-
son of adversity one to remember.

“There’s no way you can just forget about
it and move on,” King said. “That’s a point
that I will use the entire season as a learn-
ing point: we don’t want that feeling again.
Was there a lot that played into us finish-
ing our season sooner than expected? Yes.
But there’s still no excuse. We still had an
opportunity to win [in the district tourna-
ment] and we beat ourselves. …

“Any time we have any lulls in playing
hard or trying to execute, I’m always going
to point back to [last season]. You never
know when this is going to be your last
game.”

The Titans will have to replace much of
its offensive production with the loss of
standouts Ryan Yates and Billy Rowland.
Leading the way this season will be 6-foot-
3 Tyrell Sitton. King’s scouting report stated
Sitton “has to be our best player every night
in some capacity.”

“Tyrell Sitton for us is going to be this
year’s Ryan Yates,” King said. “It’ almost in
the same mold where: Ryan as a sophomore
was a defensive player. Ryan as a junior was
still our main defensive player, but he had
more of a responsibility offensively and he
was running the show. … As a senior, Ryan
evolved into an all-around player — one of
the best rebounders on the team, one of the
best scorers, one of the best playmakers and
an all-out leader.

“That’s what Tyrell is going to have to be
this year. With his ability and his work ethic,
he’s up for the task.”

Helping Sitton in the leadership depart-

ment will be junior point guard Daquan
Kerman (5'10"), who started as a sopho-
more. Kerman is a pass-first point guard
who King will ask to help carry the scoring
load.

“He’s always been a good leader,” King
said. “He’s always been able to penetrate
and make other people better, but this year
he’s got to score more for us.”

Kerman said he won’t force the scoring
issue, but will look to the basket rather than
making an extra pass.

“Last year, I had Ryan and Bill,” Kerman
said. “This year, I have to lead the team. …
Me, Jordan [Byrd] and T.J. [Huggins] have
been playing with each other since we were
in elementary school. We have a lot of chem-
istry.”

Huggins is a 6-foot-5-inch left-hander
who King wants to be more aggressive. The
junior showed his ability to get to the bas-
ket during Saturday’s scrimmage.

“T.J. is going to be a real bright spot for
us as a small forward,” King said. “He’s go-
ing to be a jack of all trades.”

THE TITANS HAVE SEVEN players listed
at 6-foot-5-inches or taller on the roster. Six-
foot-8-inch senior Jay Whitmire, a Division
I football recruit, provides a physical pres-
ence in the paint. Seniors Rick Mathews
(6'6"), Joe Massaquoi (6'6") and Jamal
Pullen (6'5"), juniors Huggins and Josh
Kahindo (6'5") and sophomore Landon
Moss (6'5") provide TC with size. King said
Pullen could be the “best rebounder in the

region” if he pushes himself.
Senior guards Tyler Driver (6'1") and

Donte Adams (6'4"), junior guard Byrd
(6'1"), sophomore guard Winston Duncan
(5'11") and freshman Mert Ozynak (6'2")
complete the roster.

TC has a lot to prove this season, but King
has high hopes for the Titans.

“Considering what I’ve seen us do at times
in the summer and fall leagues against some
really talented teams, the sky is the limit,”
he said. “Are we a little slow getting out of
the gate? Yes, and that’s to be expected. But
I think this team has a chance to do a lot of
special things.”

King’s players share his enthusiasm.
“We expect to sweep the district,” Huggins

said, “and win regionals.”

TC Looks To Regain Championship Form
Titans try to bounce
back from season
of adversity.

Junior point guard Daquan Kerman is a returning
starter for T.C. Williams and will be looked upon for
leadership.

Six-foot-8 senior Jay Whitmire provides T.C. Williams
with a physical presence inside.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

SSSAS Basketball
The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes boys basketball team will travel to

scrimmage Osbourn Park at noon on Nov. 27. The Saints will open
their season at Germantown Academy on Dec. 3. The SSSAS girls
basketball team will host National Cathedral at 5:45 p.m. on Nov.
30.

Bishop Ireton Basketball
The Bishop Ireton boys basketball team will face Archbishop

Spalding at 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 4 during the Baltimore-DC Shootout
at Maret High School. The girls basketball team will travel to face
Coolidge at 7 p.m. on Dec. 2.

Episcopal Basketball
The Episcopal boys basketball team will host Haverford (Penn-

sylvania) at 8 p.m. on Dec. 3. The girls basketball team will host a
scrimmage against Georgetown Day at 4:15 p.m. on Nov. 30 and
open the season on the road against National Cathedral at 6 p.m.
on Dec. 3.

Coaches Needed
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural

Activities is currently seeking volunteers to coach youth basket-
ball, cheerleading, baseball and softball. Criminal history back-
ground checks are required. Call 703-746-5402.

Sports Briefs
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Another Community Partnership

Schools

See Scholars Fund,  Page 33

By Gale Curcio

Gazette Packet

D
r. Roy Heron, founder of Doctor’s Weight
Loss Center, was shocked when he read
Michael Alison Chandler’s article in the

Washington Post earlier this year citing that T.C.
Williams High School was among the “lowest achiev-
ing” schools in the nation.

For years, Heron has helped hundreds of people
lead healthier lives. Because of his affiliation with
Dr. Ben Carson and the Carson Scholars Fund, he
realized he was just a few steps away from helping
hundreds of students in the metropolitan D.C. area.
He formed the D.C. Metro Chapter of Carson Schol-
ars Fund and is now actively raising funds.

The Carson Scholars Fund currently operates two
programs: Carson Scholarships and The Ben Carson
Reading Project. The Carson Scholars Fund scholar-
ship program awards students who strive for aca-
demic excellence and demonstrate a strong commit-
ment to their community with $1,000 college schol-
arships. The Ben Carson Reading Project creates
friendly and inviting reading rooms in schools for
students to discover the joy of reading.

The first event for the newly formed D.C. Metro

Carson Scholars Fund at TC
Heron dedicates time
and resources to local
scholarship fund.

Dr. Ben Carson and Dr. Roy Heron at the
2010 Awards Ceremony for the Carson
Scholars Fund.
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Chapter of Carson Scholars Fund is a fundraising Gala
at that will be held at The New Zealand Embassy, 37
Observatory Circle, NW, Washington, D.C.

Event will be held on Thursday, Dec. 9, from 7 to
10 p.m. (Business attire)

Tickets are $75 per person/VIP Reception $150.
Special guests will include Dr. Ben Carson and his
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

2004 Suzuki 4-Wheeler
Model LT 160, like new

$1200 OBO  703-732-9391

Gift: OnePurse,NewCovers
http://my.michebag.com

/barbara_greenwald/
Call Barbara:703 451 8871

Snapper Riding Lawnmower
New 13.5 HP motor, 28 inch 

cut $500 OBO  703-732-9391

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

117 Adoption

Stay at home teacher
mom and devoted dad 
long to provide a new-
born with a great home 
excellent education and 
lots of love and laughter. 

Expenses paid. 
Mary Jane and Marty. 

888-796-7370

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring
No experience?

Job Training & Placement
Assistance Available

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring

No experience?
Job Training & Placement

Assistance Available
1-800-385-2615

CTO SCHEV

PT/FT Patient Care 
Coordinator Asisstant

Our plastic surgery practice is seeking 
an outstanding individual to provide 
concierge level service for our patients. 
Medical experience a plus but not re-
quired. Service industry experience is 
valued too. Learn more about the oppor-
tunity by calling 877-361-4484 to hear a 
recorded message from Dr. Eric Desman 
with   more   details  of  the  position and 
instructions   on  how  to  apply  for   this 
position.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

EmploymentEmployment

EDUCATIONAL  TRAINING

EDUCATIONAL  TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Legal Notices

OBITUARY
Mary Beth Shelton, age 84, died peaceful-
ly on 11/20 10 in Hendersonville, NC, after a 
brief illness.
A native of St Claire, PA, Mary Beth moved to 
Washington DC during WW II. 
There she worked for the Dept of Agriculture 
and met her late husband, Billy Ray Shelton.
The couple were married, settled in Alexandria, 
VA and raised 6 children. After the death of her 
husband, Mary beth worked as an office admin-
istrator at St Lawrence Catholic Church in 
Springfield, VA and later at St Timothys Catholic 
church in Chantilly, VA. After retiring in 2004, 
Mary beth moved to Columbus, North Carolina. 

She is survived by her 6 children, 9 
grandchildren, and 3 great-grandchilden. 

A memorial service will be held at St. Johns 
Baptist Church in Tryon, NC on Wed Nov 24, 
2010. In Lieu of flowers please make donations 
to the American heart Association. 

Legal Notices

Scholars Fund
From Page 32

Schools

wife, Mrs. Candy Carson, co-chair of
Carson’s Scholars Fund and Dignitaries.

This event is to raise funds to give schol-
arships to deserving students at T.C. Will-
iams High School.

Heron is soliciting sponsors and donations
for the event. He has already met with Al-
exandria Mayor Bill Euille, as well as Alex-
andria Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Sherman Morton and Suzanna Maxey, prin-
cipal of T.C. Williams High School.

“The meeting was a tremendous success,”
said Heron. “All parties there were excited
about our plans and expressed their sup-
port of our mission to bring Carson Schol-
ars program to T.C. Williams to help the stu-
dents.”

Heron contacted Verizon about being a
sponsor for the gala, and said, “After learn-
ing about our mission concerning T.C. Wil-
liam students, Verizon’s vice president of
Virginia announced their support of Dr.
Heron’s D.C. Metro Chapter with a $10,000
donation ($5,000 immediately to help cover
some of the cost of the gala and $5,000 in
February).”

“He then informed us that they were go-
ing to monitor our success in placing a Ben
Carson Reading Room in T.C. Williams and
the effect this reading room had on its stu-
dents’ grades. Verizon vice president further
stated that if the students grades improved
as have been documented in other Carson
reading rooms, he would present the find-
ings to the Verizon board and he was confi-
dent that Verizon would increase their do-
nation to six figures next year.”

This investment would update all 50
Carson Reading Rooms with the latest tech-
nology per the approval of the Ben Carson
Board and place more reading rooms
throughout the Alexandria School system
as well as the Greater Washington D.C. area.

Heron understands the importance and
difficulties in raising money ($15,000 is
needed to place a Ben Carson Reading
Room in T.C. Williams) in today’s tough
economic times, but he has a passion to
make it happen. Heron feels that the
country’s future rests in students’ obtain-
ing a good education, becoming intellectu-
ally enriched and positioning themselves to
give back through talent and commitment.

Heron encourages interested parties to
donate whatever they can to help the D.C.
Metro Chapter of Carson Scholars Fund help
the students of T.C. Williams. Their success
will help The D.C. Metro Chapter of Carson
Scholars expand and ultimately place one
Carson Scholar annually in every school in
the D.C. Metro area.

All proceeds benefit the Carson Scholars
Fund, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.

For more information about the gala, call
703-629-8996 or email
DCMetroCarsonScholars@gmail.com.

For tickets, send check or money order
to: The DC Metro Carson Scholars Fund, c/
o Dr. Roy Heron, PO Box 26357, Alexan-
dria, VA 22313.

Gale Curcio is an independent writer and public
relations consultant in Mount Vernon.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Most importantly if your gutter itself has
moved outward or shifted to the point
water and leaves are coming in behind the
gutter, it can rot out the fascia board and
the home could get potential interior water
damage. We will reset the system.

M&O REPAIR
Gutter re-set work

703-843-4792

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Painting &
Construction

friendlypnc.yc@gmail.com

No Job Too Small or Big
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Class A Lic. VA & MD • Fully Insured & Bonded
703–425–3600

•Prof. Painting Residential/Commercial
•Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Remodeling

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

SOD
Come to the farm and save

Cut FRESH Daily
www.chantillyturffarms.com

703-327-0908
Homeowners  Welcome

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MASONRY MASONRYLANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

CLEANING CLEANING

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

MASONRY MASONRY

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

Firewood
Seasoned
High quality

Full & half cords
800-927-5102
Next day delivery

Landsdownlandscaping@
yahoo.com

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

LANDSDOWN TREE REMOVAL
24 HOUR 7 DAYS

Emergency Tree Removal
Tree Removal, Pruning,

Tree Hazard Assessments
Insurance Appraisals

Licensed & Insured

800-927-5102

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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