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The Alexandria Harmonizers perform a holiday concert on Saturday afternoon, Dec. 11,
at the foot of Market Square under the City Holiday Tree.Harmonizing
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By Michael Lee Pope
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C
ity planners are facing a di-
lemma on the waterfront.
Crafting a plan now strikes
many in Alexandria as prema-

ture — drawing up plans for a parking lot
owned by the Old Dominion Boat Club that
its members have no intention of giving up.

City leaders acknowledge they have yet to
approach the District of Columbia govern-
ment about building a pier at the foot of
King Street that would extend about 200
feet into the D.C. waters. On the other hand,
says Planning Director Farrol Hamer, the un-
certainty surrounding these issues creates

the perfect opportunity for action.
“How can we begin to negotiate with the

Boat Club when we don’t know what we
want?” asked Hamer at the conclusion of a
community meeting on the plan this week.
“How can we negotiate with D.C. when we
don’t know what we want?”

Impaled upon the horns of this dilemma
is the draft small-area plan for the water-
front, which is expected to be released in
January. Several key details of the plan were
unveiled this week, including a new Dis

Community Questions Waterfront Plan
Residents wonder about timing, cost, parking, density and vision.

By Jeanne Theismann
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J
ean-Pearce Jenkins is
counting down the days
until he heads to basic

training for the Air Force on Dec.
28. But until then he is deter-
mined to do as much as possible
for the children of Alexandria as
part of the Salvation Army’s An-
gel Tree gift drive.

“I love being here,” said Jenkins,
a full-time volunteer who helps
sort through and prepare toys for
distribution. “I’m very excited

Salvation Army Angel Tree drive
helps families in need.

Jean-Pearce Jenkins, left, and Clarence Talbert prepare
bikes for distribution as part of the Salvation Army
Angel Tree holiday gift drive.
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about joining the Air Force and
serving my country but for now I
want to do what I can here at
home.”

The Salvation Army Angel Tree

program was started in 1985 to
help children and families in need
during the holidays.

Angels Among UsAngels Among Us
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Council Notebook

Shovel Ready Corridors
On a per capita basis, Alexandria did not get as many stimulus

dollars as other Northern Virginia jurisdictions. According to a
database compiled by nonprofit newsgathering operation
ProPublica, Fairfax City and Arlington took in almost twice as
much money per capita. But the stimulus largess is not over, at
least not yet.

This week, United States Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood signed $58.8 million in transportation grants to the
Metropolitan Washington Council on Governments. Alexandria
got $6.8 million for transit in the future Potomac Yard develop-
ment and $670,000 for the Beauregard/Van Dorn transit corri-
dor. Mayor Bill Euille, who represents Alexandria on the Coun-
cil of Governments, said that the money will go directly to con-
struction rather than just engineering studies.

“These are shovel-ready projects we’ve been talking about for
many years,” said Euille. “We just didn’t have the money to do it
until now.”

The incoming Congress will decide the fate of about $200 bil-
lion in stimulus money that has yet to be paid out.

Travel and Consultants
How much money does the city spend on consultants? It’s a

difficult question to answer, and one that can be murky.
Take the city’s reappropriation ordinance. That’s the annual

document that spends money obligated in the prior fiscal year
but not delivered by June 30. In a section of the document break-
ing down where the money is going, one category is labeled “travel
and consultants,” making it impossible to know how much is be-
ing spent on either category.

“Given the conversation we’ve had, it seems odd to pair those
two together,” Councilman Paul Smedberg told budget offi-
cials Tuesday night. “Some of these might be a little misleading
in terms of consultants or travel for that matter.”

Budget officials agreed to separate the two spending catego-
ries in advance of Saturday’s public hearing.

Unemployment and Foreclosures
Economists keep saying the recession is over. Yet the national

unemployment rate is at 9.6 percent, a number that has remained
unchanged since August. Here in Alexandria, the unemployment
rate is 4.5 percent. That’s more than twice what it was at the
beginning of 2008.

“Our employment numbers are still laboring,” said Budget Di-
rector Bruce Johnson, “if you’ll pardon the pun.”

The foreclosure numbers aren’t any better. According to the
most recent financial report, which was received by City Council
members this week, the number of foreclosures in Alexandria
reached its highest level in more than two years. Most of the
city’s foreclosures are taking place in condo complexes on the
West End, where values tend to be lower than $200,000.

“There’s no evidence to date that foreclosures are moving up
the property ladder,” said budget analyst Eric Eisinger. “They
are about where they were several years ago.”

Fair Weather Day
Old Man Winter has been given orders, and if he fails to

deliver on New Year’s Eve he may be in violation of a city edict.
Unfortunately, enforcing the directive may prove difficult.

This week, Alexandria City Council members unanimously ap-
proved a proclamation proclaiming the last day of 2010 as “Fair
Weather, Fun-Filled Day.” Vice Mayor Kerry Donley suggested
55 degrees and with no chance of rain would be appropriate for
the annual First Night Celebration, which will feature 100 per-
formances at 17 venues.

“It’s a great date night,” said Potomac Riverboat Company vice
president Charlotte Hall, who is chairwoman of this year’s cel-
ebration. “So bring a date and have a great time.”

— Michael Lee Pope

‘The Baby with a Brain’
News

Win McConchie speaks to supporters at the Firehouse
Number Three on Cameron Mills Road after winning
election to the Alexandria City Council in 1970.

Former City
Council member
was known for
his support of
mental health-
issues and urban
renewal.
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By Michael Lee Pope
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W
in McConchie, an
Army veteran who
worked behind the
scenes for years as

advocate for mental-health issues
before being elected to two terms
on the Alexandria City Council in
the 1970s, died after suffering a
heart attack at his son’s house in
Alexandria last Tuesday, Dec. 7. He
was 77.

“He was a very warm and com-
passionate person, which I think is something he
learned at his mother’s knee because she was that
way too,” said Sharon Annear, who served as
McConchie’s aide during his years on the City Coun-
cil. “And he had a great sense of humor.”

During his final years, McConchie held court at
the Uptowner Café in Old Town. There, in one of
the plush chairs at the back of the coffeehouse, he
would spin tales about what he liked to call “the bad
old days,” a time when Virginia was dominated by
the infamous Byrd machine and City Council mem-

bers made decisions in smoke filled rooms. He was a
passionate supporter of a controversial period in the
city’s history known as “urban renewal,” a time when
blocks of historic buildings were demolished on King
Street to make way for modern buildings.

“Look at King Street now,” McConchie said in a
2009 interview. “Would you want it full of pawn-
shops and dilapidated old buildings and businesses
that weren’t making any money? Urban renewal was
the turning point.”

See McConchie  Page 14

It Doesn’t Go to the Trash

Bundles of recycled material are sold to vendors across
the globe.

Single-stream
recycling uses a
series of screens
to separate
recyclable items.
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By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

I
t’s the most common question
the folks at Waste Manage
ment hear on a daily basis.

Over and over again, people want
to know if all that stuff in the re-
cycling bins is actually recycled —
especially since it’s all mingled
together similarly to the trash
headed for the landfill.

The answer? Yes, Virginia. There
really is a single-stream recycling
facility that separates cardboard
boxes from newspapers and alu-
minum cans. It’s located just across

the Potomac River in Maryland at
a Capital Heights facility owned by
Prince George’s County and oper-
ated by Texas-based Waste Man-
agement. This is where items from

Alexandria, Arlington, Fairfax City
and Vienna wind up after being
compacted and stuffed into trac-
tor trailers at a facility in

See Recycling  Page 4
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From Page 3

Single-stream Recycling Uses Screens to Separate Items
Merrifield.
“A lot of people are surprised by

how many different items we can
recycle here,” said Kourtney Jones-
Dugger, operations specialist at the
Maryland facility. “People are skep-
tical about it until they come here
and see it happen.”

During a tour of the facility,
Waste Management officials show

off the technology that allows for
what they call “single-stream re-
cycling” which they started using
in 2007. The first step involves
three humans — yanking out the
stuff that won’t make it through
the machines. This includes plas-
tic bags, shredded paper and hard
plastic items — all of which will
be recycled, although it won’t be
processed into neatly bound pack-

ages.
The next step involved a series

of “screens” — essentially a series
of tightly packed cogs that spin
around and prevent certain items
from falling through the screen.
Pieces of cardboard bounce up and
down on the cardboard screen
while paper and aluminum fall
through to the next level. Then
newspapers and junk mail float

across the paper screen while plas-
tic and glass fall though. Before
the process is through, the mate-
rial at the Capital Heights facility
will go through six screens before
the stuff is bundled and sold.
That’s if all goes as planned.

“Garden hoses are the bane of
our existence,” said Mike Caplan,
plant manager. “A garden hose can
wrap itself around anything and

hold up our operations for hours.”

NOTE TO RECYCYLERS —
don’t try to recycle garden hoses.
Other non-recyclable items that
gum up the works include the fol-
lowing: Styrofoam, frying pans,
medical waste, bowling balls, car
batteries, wood pallets, parking
curbs and mattresses. That last one
is particularly problematic. The
folks at Waste Management say
they are often trying to pull out
entire mattresses that get stuck in
the loader. But that doesn’t mean
they want to dissuade people from
erring on the side of inclusion.

“If there’s any question about
whether or not it can be recycled,
put it in the recycling bin,” said
Lisa Kardell, spokeswoman for

News

“People are
skeptical about it
until they come
here and see it
happen.”

 — Kourtney Jones-Dugger,
operations specialist at

Waste Management

Waste Management. “We want to
make this as easy as possible.”

More items are added all the
time, creating a wide array of re-
cyclable materials that are sold on
the commodities market. The
value of commodities is reflected
in rebates to local jurisdictions,
reducing the cost of the contract
to taxpayers. When the market is
good, rebates are higher. When the
global economy crashed, the re-
bates all but vanished. Much of the
cost-benefit analysis is based on
how much it costs to use recycled
material.

“Aluminum is the most valuable
commodity,” said Kardell. “But
glass is one of the hardest com-
modities to find a vendor for.”

EACH OF THE COMMODITIES
leaves the Prince George’s County
facility headed for a different des-
tination. The glass heads to a
Maryland landfill, where it is used
as an “alternative daily cover” to
control fires, odors and scaveng-
ing. The paper products head to
Baltimore harbor, where they are
shipped to a vendor in China. The
aluminum is packaged and sent to
an Anheuser-Busch facility in Ken-
tucky.

“They’re melted down and made
into more cans,” said Jones-Dugger.
“It takes about 95 percent less en-
ergy to make a can from recycled
material than raw material.”
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3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302

Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136
www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

Monday-Friday
10am-8pm

Saturday
10am-6pm

Sunday
11am-4pm

Christmas Eve
until 4:30pm

From Page 1

News

“Families register with us in Oc-
tober and then we find corporate
and individual sponsors willing to
‘adopt’ a child for the holidays,”
said Capt. Amy Argot, who spear-
heads the Angel Tree program in
Alexandria.

The Salvation Army compiles
the information of each child onto
a tag that lists first name, gender,
age, clothing size, shoe size and a
Christmas wish. The tags are then
distributed to area corporations
and individuals who do the shop-
ping for their “angels.”

ONCE GIFTS are purchased, vol-
unteers like Jenkins sort, tag and
load the gifts into individually labeled boxes, which
will be distributed to the families at the Salvation
Army headquarters on Mount Vernon Avenue next
week.

“We have 606 families this year,” Argot said. “That’s
a total of 1,260 children that will be getting gifts
through the Angel Tree program in Alexandria alone.”

Throughout the region, more than 14,000 kids will
be served through the Angel Tree drive and the need
continues to grow.

“We still have about 500 children in need of adop-

Angel Tree Drive Helps Families
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tion but through the fundraising efforts of the Salva-
tion Army auxiliary, we will purchase what we need
to be sure each child has a gift at Christmas,” Argot
said.

She praised the generosity of the many donors who
have partnered with the Salvation Army to make the
Angel Tree program a success.

“This is really a community driven program,” Ar-
got said. “We have some wonderful corporate spon-
sors and generous individuals and we couldn’t do it
without them.”

Capt. Amy Argot sorts toys for the Angel Tree drive at
Salvation Army headquarters on Mount Vernon Avenue.
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Opportunity in a Box
You never know when a box of old letters will turn into a busi-

ness opportunity. Just ask Barb Winters, a former librarian who
volunteered to read and organize six boxes of family correspon-
dence delivered to the Local History Special Collections Depart-
ment of the Alexandria Library in 2000. From her desk at the
Barrett Branch on Queen Street, Winters spent years unraveling
the intersecting stories of three prominent Alexandria families —
the Eaches, Fendalls and the Tacketts.

“I sort of smelled a story here,” said Winters, who has since
retired from the library. “This was real people’s thoughts and feel-
ings, not the fake stuff you see on reality television.”

So she set out to write “Letters to Virginia,” a new book pub-
lished by Acclaim Press that will be released this weekend. The
book, which retails for $24.95, is a story of love, loss, betrayal
and survival. It covers the period from before the Civil War to
after World War I. Unlike other books about a set of letters, “Let-
ters to Virginia” doesn’t just merely reprint the letters. It sets out
to explain the context behind the lives of 15 people while draw-
ing the reader into their interpersonal relationships from 1817 to
1940.

“I looked at it like weaving a quilt,” said Winters. “I was trying
to put together a narrative instead of giving the reader letter af-
ter letter.”

Winters will officially launch the book during a reception this
weekend, which will take place from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Burke
Branch Library.

Consulting the Contractors
Private industry plays an important public role in Alexandria,

where consultants are hired to perform any number of tasks. Ac-
cording to a recent memorandum from Budget Director Bruce
Johnson, the city spent about $45 million on contractual ser-
vices this year. The biggest recipient of city money is Maryland-
based Flippo Construction, which received almost $3 million this
year for snow removal, sewer maintenance and fire hydrant main-
tenance. Another big recipient of city money is Correct Care So-
lutions, the Tennessee-based company that is currently being sued
by the family of a mentally ill inmate who starved to death at the
Alexandria jail in 2008. Other top-dollar contractors include $1.3
million to Lane Construction for street repaving; $1.2 million to
Ashbritt, Inc. for snow removal and $709,956 to Prudential and
SunTrust Bank for pension administration.

“Nearly one-half of the city’s contract expenditures provide ser-
vices directly to the community on behalf of the city government,”
Johnson wrote in the memo, which is dated Nov. 4.

Last winter, Councilwoman Alicia Hughes requested a list of
dollar amounts spent on consultants and the services they pro-
vide. In April, budget officials responded that a complete list of
contracted services was unavailable. The next month, City Coun-
cil members directed the Office of Management and Budget to
report on contracted spending. Hughes said Johnson’s November
memorandum is a good start, but she’s looking for a lot more
information across several years rather than the limited scope of
the November memo.

“I’m not comfortable that this answered my request,” said
Hughes. “And I’m expecting to see the next budget include infor-
mation about consultants in the next budget.”

A Full Plate
Still looking for that perfect holiday gift? If you’re into com-

memorative plates, the city of Alexandria might have the product
for you.

This week, city officials announced a new collector’s plate de-
signed in the Shenandoah Valley by LDA Creations. The gold-
trim plates, which are 8 inches in diameter, feature 17 different
scenes ranging from colonial times to the civil-rights era. They
come in a gift box with a card describing each location, which
include a parade of famous Alexandria locations.

The black-and-white design retails for $39.95, and the color
version goes for $69.95.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

E
llen Wilson has joined Burke &
Herbert Bank as an assistant vice
president and mortgage special-

ist.  In this role, she will assist individu-
als with their residential financing
needs.  Wilson brings to the position sev-
eral years of lending experience, a track
record of success and a reputation for
notable customer service.

“I am very proud to join Burke &
Herbert Bank,” Wilson said. “It has a
reputation for financial soundness and
the customers are the focal point of all
their work.”

A native of Northern Virginia, Wilson studied at Elon

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

D
espite the dreary skies and pouring rain,
new business owner Linda Wentz saw a
steady stream of visitors Dec. 12 as she
opened her doors for the first time at

Holistic Touch, a multi-service wellness center that
offers acupuncture, massage therapy, yoga and nu-
trition, skin and health counseling.

“We’ve had a great turnout,” said Wentz, an acu-
puncturist and certified massage therapist who has
been in practice for nine years. “I was working out
of another doctor’s office and decided the time was
right to finally go out on my own.”

Located at 309 S. Washington St. in Old Town,
Holistic Touch features four private treatment rooms
and an upstairs yoga room for private and semi-pri-
vate classes and workshops.

“One of our specialties is therapeutic yoga, which
targets back and shoulder pain,” said Wentz, who
has assembled a staff of experts that includes skin
therapist Lani Roy, yoga therapist Jennifer Smith and
massage therapist Tina O’Sullivan.

Holistic Touch also offers personalized anti-aging
treatments and cosmetic acupuncture.

“I wanted to open a center to incorporate all the
things I tell my patients to do,” Wentz said. “Person-
alized yoga, nutrition and skin care counseling are
now all available in one place and proper care in all
of these areas is essential to living a stress-free life.”

The staff of Holistic
Touch celebrates at
the Dec. 12 grand
opening of the new
wellness center at
309 S. Washington
St. in Old Town.
Standing are Sandy
Reid, owner Linda
Wentz, Alexandra
Lazor and Jennifer
Smith. In front are
Tina O’Sullivan and
Lani Roy.

Holistic Touch owner Linda Wentz gives
a complimentary chair massage to Josh
Dobbs during the open house celebra-
tion Dec. 12.

Holistic Touch Opens in Old Town

Holistic Touch, 309. S. Washington St., Alexandria VA
22314 703-299-0500. www.holistictouchcenter.com

Wilson Joins Burke & Herbert

Ellen Wilson

University in North Carolina and Virginia
Commonwealth University in Richmond.

She is a long-distance runner and has
completed the Boston Marathon three
times.

“We are delighted to welcome Ellen
to our team,” said Burke & Herbert Bank
President & Chief Operating Officer
Scott McSween,  “She brings a combi-
nation of expertise and commitment to
excellence on behalf of our customers
that is in keeping with Burke & Herbert
Bank’s longstanding tradition.”

Wilson is based at Burke & Herbert Bank’s main
office at 100 S. Fairfax St.

Photos by

Jeanne Theismann/

Gazette Packet
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Over 20 Years of Experience

703-354-4333 • www.metrogutter.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Financing Available

Serving
VA, MD & DC

Services Provided:
• Gutter Cleaning, Repair

& Replacement

• Chimney Cleaning,
Repair & Replacement

• Exterior Carpentry

• Aluminum Wrapping
• Pressure Washing

* Roofing/Siding Repair
& Replacement

* Window Replacement
* Solar Thermal

(Hot Water)
* Solar Electric (PV)
* Weatherization,

Insulation & More

UP TO $500 OFF
ANY INSTALLATION

Take 15% OFF up to $500
Total Discount

Let Us Help You
Maintain
& Protect

Your Home!

FREE ENERGY AUDIT
& 10% DISCOUNT

UP TO $300
With Complete Roof, Siding,

and/or Window Replacement.

*Eligible for energy tax credits & rebates

From Page 1

News

trict of Columbia marina that would be
located off the waters of a new hotel situ-
ated on the current site of Robinson South.
At the center of the plan is that King Street
pier, which would be anchored by a new
park planners are calling Fitzgerald Square
where the Old Dominion Boat Club park-
ing lot is now located. To the north, the
other Robinson Terminal site offers another
potential for redevelopment along the wa-
terfront in a way that would open up the
waterfront for pedestrians to have a con-
tinuous walk from Jones Point to
Daingerfield Island.

“There are too many unknowns,” said
former Old Town Civic Association presi-
dent Charlie Huettner. “It’s awkward to be
planning when there are so many unan-
swered questions.”

MANY QUESTIONS remain unanswered
about the waterfront plan. Some are large
questions, such as the intractable dispute
with the boat club and the market forces
influencing potential redevelopment at
Robinson Terminal. Other questions involve
the details about where the motorcoaches
will park, where the restrooms will be lo-
cated, where the storage will be for the
equipment to maintain the new parks envi-
sioned by the plan and how the commer-

cial boats will refuel. Per-
haps the most vexing un-
answered question is
this: Where will all these
people park?

“Many people are con-
cerned that north Old
Town is going to become
a parking lot,” said Roger
Waud, president of North
Old Town Independent
Citizens Civic Associa-
tion. “Where are all these
valet services going to
park the cars?”

Hamer says the park-
ing problem can be
solved by persuading
owners of private ga-
rages in Alexandria to
open their doors to pub-
lic customers. No agree-
ments have been struck
yet, she said, but she
added negotiations are ongoing. Once
again, Hamer said that having a plan would
strengthen the city’s hand to strike a deal.
After Monday’s community meeting, many
people were skeptical.

“This plan is overly ambitious,” said Katy
Cannady, co-president of the Alexandria
Federation of Civic Associations. “It will cost
a lot of money, and it’s not clear who will

pay for it.”

A CLEAR FINANCIAL picture has yet to
emerge, but the outlines are starting to be-
come clearer. The overall theory is that the
new hotels and restaurants would create a
larger tax base, which would pay for infra-
structure improvements such as the new
King Street pier and a series of new parks

along the Strand. A draft plan
presented to City Council
members several weeks ago
envisioned $100 million pub-
lic investment, although the
plan presented to the commu-
nity was scaled back to a
range of $32 million to $42
million.

“I was glad to see the pro-
posed cost to the city has been
reduced,” said Mayor Bill
Euille. “This makes the plan
become more realistic.”

Aside from the murkiness of
the cost analysis, some ques-
tioned the overall vision out-
lined in the plan. The presen-
tation delivered this week in-
cludes two new hotels at the
Robinson Terminal sites in ad-
dition to several new restau-
rants. Former Vice Mayor An-
drew Macdonald questioned

whether Alexandria needs more hotels and
restaurants, especially along the waterfront.
He said he’d like to see Robinson North
turned into a maritime museum and
Robinson South reserved for open space.

“We should be looking for the highest and
best use of this land,” said Macdonald. “And
I just don’t think hotels and restaurants is
the direction we should be going in.”

Deputy City Manager Mark Jinks, right, speaks about the
plan’s financial assumptions during a community meeting
at Monday night.

Residents Wonder about Details for Waterfront Plan
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T.C. Williams Collects Bikes for Wheels To Africa
Alexandria school
participates in fifth
annual event.

T.C. Williams senior
and member of the
National Honor Society
helps Alexandria resi-
dent Lisa Tripp with
one of the bicycles she
donated to “Wheels to
Africa” on Saturday.

Secretary of Education Arne Duncan with
Winston and Dixie Duncan (no relation to the
Secretary) at the Wheels To Africa Washington
and Lee bike collection site last Saturday.

Members of T.C. Williams’ National Honor Society helped with
Saturday’s bike drive. From left: Connor Sullivan (crouching), Matt
Reiber, Stephan Giordani, Tri Le, Jordan Dieter, Samantha Donis, Ayesha
Arshad, Lester Schonberger, Anna Skubel, Katelyn Clarke, Meron Hailu,
Nia Pipes, and advisor Andrew Orzel.
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People

By Sandy Levitz Lunner,

Gazette Packet

A
 steady stream of cars pulled
around to the side of the park-
ing garage, and lined up behind
a U-Haul truck at T.C. Williams

High School on Saturday, Dec. 11. Students,
all members of TC’s National Honor Soci-
ety, on hand to help take bicycles out of the
cars and roll them into the rental truck,
greeted the drivers.

T.C. Williams senior Connor Sullivan
helped Alexandria resident Lisa Tripp re-
move one of the bicycles she brought to the
collection.

According to Tripp, she learned about the
collection at Alfred Street Baptist Church.

“We’re getting ready to move to Germany
for my husband’s work, and what better way
to be able to give back at this time of year,”
Tripp said. “We’ll be living in the city in
Germany where bicycles aren’t practical.
We’re pleased to be able to pass them down
to people who can use them.”

Winston Duncan, now a sophomore at
T.C. Williams High, was 11 years old and
living in Arlington with his mother Dixie
Duncan when he started Wheels to Africa
in 2005.

A trip to South Africa with his mother
earlier that year was the catalyst.

“I knew that seeing a lion in its natural
habitat would make a lasting impression on
Winston,” Dixie Duncan said. What she
could not predict was how deeply the dis-
tances people had to walk to find food,
water and medical care would affect him.

“When I was in Swaziland, I saw an older
woman walking with a boy,” Winston re-
called. “She was sick and needed medicine
but had to get it in a different village. It
reminded me of me and my grandma. She
had emphysema and it was difficult for her
to walk. I wondered how I could help these
people get to the other villages easier.”

He knew cars weren’t a practical solution
in the villages. But he did notice that people

had bicycles. That’s what inspired him to
start his non-profit organization where chil-
dren, ages 10-18, organize local bike col-
lections. Wheels to Africa then sends the
donated bikes to communities in Africa.

To get the first collection started, the then

fifth grade student talked to his school’s
PTA, the youngest student ever to address
that organization. Next, it was the Arling-
ton School Board. Later during that school
year, the first bike collection took place.

This year, Winston traveled to a number

of schools to recruit volunteers for
Saturday’s collection. One of the groups he
spoke to was the National Honor Society
(NHS) at T.C. Williams High School where
he transferred this fall.

Anna Skubel, a member of NHS, said all
the students were so impressed by his pre-
sentation, they were eager to help out. On
Saturday, the NHS coordinated a total of
35 students to cover three shifts during the
drive.

“When my mom and I started, we only
had one collection at Yorktown High,” Win-
ston said. “On Saturday we had nine col-
lection sites. It’s just been great.”

Alexandria resident Sandy Brown, a mem-
ber of Wheels to Africa’s board of directors,
was at T.C. Williams High on Saturday.

“I’ve known Winston since he was five
years old,” said Brown. “It’s pretty cool to
see a kid start something like this. And the
kids do all the work. We’re just here to an-
swer questions.”

Leading up to last weekend’s collection,
more than 3,000 bicycles had been collected
and sent to Africa since 2005. By the end of
the drive on Saturday, they had added an-
other 753 with at least 30 more that had to
be picked up from people’s homes and busi-
nesses.

“It was a great success,” the younger
Duncan said, “especially considering the
economy.”

He added that the bikes will most likely
be shipped in early spring, so there’s still
time to donate bicycles as well as money to
help pay for the shipping to Africa.

“Normally we ask for a $10 donation with
the bikes to help with shipping,” Dixie
Duncan said. “But some of the schools
weren’t allowed to collect cash, so we would
definitely appreciate some donations of
money.”

There’s just one more thing the Duncans
are still seeking from would-be angels who
are hoping to earn their wings this Christ-
mas.

“Right now our backyard is our storage
lot,” Winston explained. “So we really need
some storage space.”

For more information on how to donate,
visit the website at www.wheels-to-
africa.org or e-mail Dixie Duncan at
d_duncan@comcast.net.

To have a notice listed, e-mail ga-
zette@ connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412
with questions.

ONGOING
If you want to make a

difference in the life of a child
or teen who has been abused or
neglected, consider foster
parenting. UMFS Northern
Virginia Regional Center will offer
a free, nine-week training course
beginning Jan. 4. Saturday classes
also available. Call Adrienne
Tucker, Family Systems
Coordinator, 703-785-1057 to

register or for more information.
Classes will be held at our Northern
Virginia Regional Center at 6335
Little River Turnpike, Alexandria.

Join The Full Cup, Becky’s Fund (a
domestic violence organization) and
other partners by participating in the
Bra Call Holiday Drive. Through Dec.
31, they will be collecting gently
used or new bras that will be donated
to women living in low income
housing or shelters. Look for the red
box at these businesses:

❖ The Full Cup, 218 N Lee St # 206,
Alexandria;

❖ Appleseed, 115 S. Columbus Street,
Alexandria;

❖ Bellacara, 1000 King Street,

Alexandria;
❖ Bloomers, 924 King Street,

Alexandria;
❖ Diva Consignment Boutique, 116 S.

Pitt Street, Alexandria.
Christmas Tree Sale. The Annual

Christmas Tree Sale to benefit the
Alexandria Police Youth Camp is in
progress. The sale will be ongoing,
weeknights from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and
every weekend from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., until they are sold out. The sale
is held by the Amtrak Station at 110
Callahan Dr., Alexandria.

The Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria believes this is a great
time of year to add a feline to the
family.  Help offer a cat or kitten “It’s

a Wonderful (2nd) Life” opportunity
and take advantage of special
adoption incentives throughout
December. Felines from 1-3 years of
age now have their adoption fees
reduced by 50 percent and those 3
years of age or older will be free.  All
standard application/adoptions
processes, rules and procedures
apply. Visit
www.alexandriaanimals.org or call
703-746-4774.

SATURDAY/DEC. 18
“Paws for the Cause” - 1st Annual

Friendraiser.  Noon to 5 p.m. At
Paws, Purrs & Exotics Animal

Hospital, 133 Peyton Street, Old
Town Alexandria. For more
information; email
events@pawspurrsandexotics.com
or contact Dr. Nia Perkins at 703-
549-7297.

DEC. 21
Lupus Support Group. 7 p.m. Led

by a trained professional, the
meeting is for lupus patients in
the area.  Meets at Beatley
Library, Small Conference Room,
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria.
Visit http://tinyurl.com/
lupusgrps.

Bulletin Board
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Holistic Moms Network Presents Holistic Holidays
By Senitra McCombs

Gazette Packet

L
ooking for ways to make
the holidays “greener?”
The Arlington/Alexan-
dria chapter of Holistic

Moms Network presented a pro-
gram on Holistic Holidays on Nov.
18 with Inayet Sahin from Beyond
Green Living.

“Inayet shared some wonderful
ideas and anecdotes, and we all
had the chance to discuss our con-
cerns and hopes around issues of
gifting, food, and other traditions,”
said Jessica Haney HMN’s media
relations member.

The first way to make the holi-
days’ “greener” is through gifts
especially when it comes to chil-
dren. “In the U.S., the amount cor-
porations spent marketing to chil-
dren under 12 increased by five
times between 1980 and 1990 and
10 times more during the 1990s,”
Haney said.

According to Sahin, “In a culture
so rich in ‘things’ it is easy to get
lost in buying useless items and
going overboard in celebrations.
The understanding of wasteful-
ness goes hand in hand with be-
ing green.”

So instead of buying a hundred
store-brought toys for children,

she encourages parents to “think
outside the gift box” such as sign-
ing up or planning a class/trip/
project to do with one’s child.
Present the brochure or other re-
lated materials as the gift.

Another idea for “greening” up
for the holidays is to opt for “green
gifts” such as toys and clothing
made from natural materials.
Inayet suggested atoygarden.com
which highlights toys made in the
USA. There are also a variety of
natural clothing websites such as
Patagonia.

She advises parents to remem-
ber that “children love homemade
gifts.”

In addition, Sahin also suggest
individuals take advantage of “lo-
cal specialty stores and artisans”
in their area. Thrift stores are an-
other “wonderful resource for
décor (if you feel you need them)
and gifts.”

According to Sahin, parents can
also use holiday parties to teach
“green” and holistic values to their
children.

Even though it can be stressful
and messy, children love prepar-
ing sweets for guests. In addition,
one can encourage children’s cre-
ativity and lessen their material-
ism by making homemade holiday
cards and putting on puppet shows

for guests.
Instead of just receiving guests,

Sahin suggest that parents get
their children to “take their show
on the road and make a trip to a
family in need with useful gifts
they collected and special treats
they made.”

“We can further encourage the
merits of giving through collect-
ing gifts and money for those less

fortunate,” she said.
She also recommends that par-

ents and individuals in general “re-
search the deep and rich traditions
of their holidays and practice
meaningful rituals that satisfy the
inner need for ‘specialness.’ This
is very important for children, but
also helps adults in resisting buy-
ing things that they think can fill
the void.”

W
ill Hathaway, a senior
at St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes High School,

was presented with the Student
Community Service Award by the
Rotary Club of Alexandria.

Joined by his parents Lee and
Fred at the Dec. 7 luncheon,
Hathaway was honored for his
work as a member of the Saints
Action Team, a team of students
who coordinate service activities.
He is a volunteer with Special
Olympics and has participated in
several mission trips with his
church. Hathaway also serves as a
mentor for the Cool Cats Hockey

Will Hathaway,
center, is joined

by his mother Lee
and former NFL

player Steve
Fitzhugh at the

Dec. 7 Rotary
Club meeting.
Hathaway was
presented with

the Student
Community

Service Award by
the organization.
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SSSA’s Hathaway Honored
Team, a team for developmentally
challenged youth.

A four-year member of both the
Saints soccer and tennis teams,
Hathaway was elected by his
teammates to serve as captain on
both teams. In addition, he has
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout
and serves as a patrol leader.

“It’s an honor to be here today,”
Hathaway said at the luncheon
that was keynoted by former NFL
player and youth minister Steve
Fitzhugh. “And I have to thank my
mom and dad for everything
they’ve done for me.”

— Jeanne Theismann

More
Sahin also gave out some websites for

“greening” and “dealing” with the holi-
days: theparentingpassageway.com,
w w w . t h e g r e e n g u i d e . c o m ,
www.sierraclub.org, christopherus
homeschool.typepad.com

Holistic Moms Network is a national
non-profit organization dedicated to
connecting parents and others who have
an interest in healthy and green living.
Visit http://www.holisticmoms.org/
connect/.
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T
he holiday season offers many op-
portunities to count our blessings
and give something back to those
who enrich our lives. In the process,

we may realize that we’ve been taking for
granted something, or someone, very dear to
us. I suspect nature often falls into that cat-
egory.

From rivers winding through forests to oys-
ter reefs rising from coastal bays, our ecosys-
tems provide us with clean water, fertile soils,
food, fuel, beauty, flood control, storm protec-
tion and many other benefits. So this year, I
encourage you to join me in showing your ap-
preciation for all that nature does to enhance
and sustain our lives.

In the Washington, D.C., metropolitan re-
gion, whether a faucet runs in the White House
or in your house, that water almost certainly
comes from the Potomac River. When you fill
your coffeepot before breakfast or your chil-
dren wash their hands before dinner, you are
among more than 4 million other people in
our area who depend on the Potomac River

Counting Your Blessings? Don’t Forget Nature
Free gifts to all in Northern Virginia from nature
include drinking water from the Potomac River.

for water.
In addition to household water, the Potomac

provides many other natural services. It cre-
ates habitat for fish and wildlife, offers oppor-
tunities for recreation and tourism, supplies
water for irrigation, absorbs wastewater gen-
erated by communities, and supports industry

and economic development.
And if we extend our view to

take in the whole Potomac wa-
tershed, including tributary

streams such as Turkey Run and Cabin John
Creek, then we see the critical roles that for-
ests play. While some forest benefits are obvi-
ous — wildlife habitat, recreation, wood prod-
ucts and forestry jobs — services such as pre-
venting erosion and filtering runoff often go
unnoticed.

Now here’s the clincher. Nature’s services are
absolutely free.

But perhaps that fact has been part of their
undoing. Many natural systems around the
world, from tropical coral reefs to our own
Chesapeake Bay, are seriously degraded. This

reality begs a question: If humans can’t put a
price tag on it, do we really value it?

Even professional conservationists some-
times struggle to describe all the benefits we
derive from nature, much less determine an
economic value. But scientists from The Na-
ture Conservancy are working with conserva-
tion and university partners to do both through
our Natural Capital Project. In the near future,
we will offer practical tools for factoring natu-
ral systems into decisions about how humans
interact with our world.

This we already know for certain: Nature is
the life-support system for every animal, plant
and person on Earth. So for all that nature has
given to you in 2010, I hope you’ll consider
giving something back. One way you can show
your appreciation is to be a good neighbor to
the Potomac River. To find practical tips for
protecting water quality, visit our website and
download our guide to river-friendly living, the
Good Neighbor Handbook: www.nature.org or
w w w. n a t u r e . o r g / w h e r e w e w o r k /
northamerica/states/maryland/f i les/
goodneighborhndbk_web.pdf

—  Michael L. Lipford

Michael Lipford is Virginia executive director of The
Nature Conservancy

Guest

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

In Right
Direction
To the Editor:

I have read with interest recent
letters and articles critical of ACPS
and its request to increase its op-
erating budget for fiscal year 2012
by 5 percent. I wonder if these crit-
ics are aware that overall ACPS
enrollment has increased by 17
percent since 2008 — and an as-
tounding 27 percent at the el-
ementary level.

Despite this explosion in enroll-
ment, ACPS has managed to de-
crease class sizes — actually cap-
ping them at the elementary level,
while neighboring school districts
have increased class sizes. I won-
der if the critics are aware that per
pupil spending at ACPS is actually
down 11 percent since 2008. De-
spite serving a school population
that is the most mobile in North-
ern Virginia and in which 54 per-
cent of students are eligible for
free or reduced price lunches, stu-
dent achievement is actually up in

all subjects, across all No Child
Left Behind subcategories. Are we
where we need to be in terms of
achievement? No, but we are mov-
ing in the right direction.

Meanwhile, the budget has been
realigned so that a greater percent-
age is going to schools and less to
support Central Office. ACPS has
furthermore pursued innovative
strategies to meet the needs of the
school system while saving taxpay-
ers money, such as the proposed
private/public partnership to fund
the badly-needed replacement of

the Jefferson-Houston Elementary
School. Unfortunately, the school’s
neighbors in Old Town vocifer-
ously opposed this money-saving
plan. Now ACPS is left to pursue
funding this school through the
CIP process, i.e. more taxpayer
funds.

I am particularly alarmed at the
suggestion that our school system
be put under the management of
Fairfax County, which is undergo-
ing a painful fiscal crisis that has
led it to consider closing schools,
increasing class sizes in already
crowded classrooms, cutting its
elementary music program and
eliminating full day kindergarten.
It certainly would not make sense
to throw ACPS students into that
financial mess. Furthermore,
Fairfax County schools are only
beginning to deal with the level of
diversity, mobility and poverty in
their school population that ACPS
has managed for years. It will be
interesting in coming years to see
if it is able to maintain its envi-
able achievement rates in the face
of these challenges.

If the citizens of Alexandria ex-
pect improvements in student
achievement, then it is unreason-
able to expect school budgets to
remain flat while enrollment ex-
plodes and buildings crumble.
While we may not agree with ev-
ery decision made by Dr. Sherman
and the school board, it is clear
that they are trying to move ACPS
in the right direction and that they

Christmas in Camp

Sgt. Alan Spaulding, 33rd
Company E of the Emerald
Guard sings a few holiday
tunes as Pvt. John Baker
prepares lunch.

The Union Santa, as
created by illustrator
Thomas Nast, visits Ft.
Ward Museum and
speaks with Leilane and
Kemalane.

See Letters,  Page 11

Wally Owen, Assistant
Director of Fort Ward
Museum & Historic Site,
portrays a Union officer
at Saturday’s reenact-
ment of Christmas in
Camp.
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Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com  for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

ATLANTA & JEKYLL ISLAND, Feb.  20-26 .......................................$799
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  6-Nights Hotel with Daily
Breakfast and 4 Dinners, Daily Sightseeing. Call for an Itinerary.

NYC BROADWAY to see “Memphis”, March 1-3.................................$579
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  2-Nights Novotel in Manhattan
in Theatre District, Orchestra Seats to “Memphis” & a 4 hour tour of Brooklyn.

SAVANNA FOR ST. PAT’S DAY, March 15-18...............................$899
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  3-Nights Hotel in Historic
District, Sightseeing, Daily Breakfast, 2 Dinners, 1 Brunch, 1 Lunch, Reserved
Seating at the Parade, Tybee Island Boat Ride.

If you do not get The
Alexandria Gazette Packet
delivered to your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS
are now available for the first
time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months.
Help us meet the costs of providing
first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427)
or e-mail circulation@

connectionnewspapers.com

From Page 10

Letters

seek to do so in a fiscally respon-
sible way.

Linda Kelly
President, Cora Kelly PTA

Threaten with
Charter Schools
To the Editor:

Alan Hilburg [letter to the edi-
tor, Dec. 8, 2010] rhetorically de-
mands that “the suspiciously same
voices” who “condemn and carp”
about Alexandria’s public schools
put forth their “ideas, recommen-
dations or perspectives on a solu-
tion” to city schools’ poor perfor-
mance, which Townsend Van
Fleet’s letter calling for Alexandria
to cede running city schools to
Fairfax County’s more cost-effi-
cient, less expensive system oblig-
ingly does.

This would be a real transforma-
tion — not the rearranging deck
chairs on the Titanic kind of trans-
formation charade now in
progress.

Under the current regime two
more middle schools failed federal
standards than in the previous
year. This kind of “progress” will
lead to receivership for
Alexandria’s public schools. A real
transformation would be to turn
failing schools into charter
schools, which would preserve lo-
cal control.

Moreover, putting charter-
school RFPs on the street today for
T.C. Williams and every other non-
performing Alexandria public
school would help these schools’
transformations succeed, by dan-
gling a Damocles sword over the
teachers in those schools all the
way up to Dr. Sherman to remind
them of failure’s consequence and
the city’s resolve to no longer tol-
erate “business as usual.”

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Time To Move on?
To the Editor:

Another year and another ex-
cuse from Yvonne Folkerts [letter
to the editor, Dec. 8, 2010]. While
there have been successes, the
School District has not met mini-
mum requirements that ensure
that all people graduating from
our schools have the skills neces-
sary to succeed in life. We are
spending top dollar per pupil, yet
they can’t seem to make it happen
(this has been the case as long as I
have lived in Alexandria).

In the world I live in, people are
accountable for their actions. Her
letter accepts no blame for they are
wonderful and doing a fine job in
her own mind. The fact of the
matter is that the School Board
and school district leadership have
consistently failed to achieve the
objectives for which they were
hired. In the real world where
most of us live, that means that
someone loses their job. I call upon
the School Board and leadership

team to resign for the good of the
School District. This is nothing
personal, this is a matter of fact in
the working environment that at
some point people who cannot do
their job lose it (better sooner than
later as we are throwing good
money after bad right now). I wish
them every success and happiness
(somewhere else).

Micheline Eyraud
Alexandria

What About
The Uninsured?
To the Editor:

Democratic Party of Virginia Chairman
Brian Moran released the following state-
ment responding to a federal judge’s
ruling in Ken Cuccinelli’s lawsuit against
federal health care reform legislation:

While nearly 1 million Virgin-
ians, including more than
 150,000 children, go without
health insurance, their Attorney
General is using their tax money
to try eliminate their best hope of

Painting for
Firefighters
Old Town artist Leisa
Collins presents her
original painting of Fire
Station 205 on Cameron
Street as part of a
Firefighter Appreciation
Reception. From left:
Firefighter Vernon
Murphy, BeautyFull
Boutique owner Camille
Leverett, Firefighter
Thomas Robinson III,
Old Town artist Leisa
Collins, Captain Gerald
Fair, Battalion Chief
Robert Robinson and
Medic Fiona Apple.

getting access to affordable health
coverage.

While this ruling will probably
do wonders for Ken Cuccinelli’s
national profile, the time and
money that he has spent pursuing
this case has come at the cost of
Virginia families, who have noth-
ing to show for it.

Ken Cuccinelli is using his office
and the courts to circumvent the
will of American people, who
voted in 2008 for candidates who
would make health care more af-
fordable and accessible for every
family.

I urge the Obama administration
to do what our grand-standing
Attorney General refuses to do:
stand up for families in Virginia

and around the country who do
not have access to quality and af-
fordable health care by continuing
to fight this battle in court.

The first year of Ken Cuccinelli’s
term has been marked by his fo-
cus on national issues and his own
political agenda and a complete
lack of accomplishments on behalf
of Virginians who elected him to
stand up for them. Virginians de-
serve an Attorney General who
fights for them, not one who
 uses his office and their tax dol-
lars to push an agenda that does
not put their interests first.

Brian Moran
Democratic Party of Virginia

Chairman, Alexandria

The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any public issue. The deadline for
all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed. Include home address

and home and business numbers. Letters are routinely edited for libel,
grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor, The Alexandria Gazette Packet
1606 King St. ❖ Alexandria VA 22314

Call 703-778-9410 or e-mail gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Write
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Living Legends

Rosalind Bovey

The Engine That Makes Things Run
Rosalind Bovey

By Sarah Becker

I
 can’t praise Rosalind Bovey too
highly,” said former Carlyle House
Board President Oscar Fitzgerald.
“It seems like I have known her

forever. She is very successful, persistent,
has raised significant funds, and I am al-
ways impressed by her positive attitude.”

The public accolades are many including
adjectives like amazing, energetic, persua-
sive, reasonable, and well-organized. Bovey
is admired particularly for her commitment
to civic causes.

“Rosalind is super competent,” said Plan-
ning Commission Chairman and Carlyle
House Board member John Komoroske.
“She is the engine that makes things run.
Lots of us have crushes on her.”

“Not only has she done a fantastic job with
our Friends group,” former Carlyle House
Director Mary Ruth Coleman added, “but
Rosalind works well with staff. She gives
staff, people the respect they deserve.”
Bovey joined the Carlyle House Board of
Directors in 1992 and has served continu-
ously.

Bovey’s first brush with history came
when restoring the family’s Connecticut
home. Willing to do “drudge work” —
scrape wallpaper and scrub walls — she is
a natural to promote Carlyle House’s acqui-
sitions and education programs. It was in
Connecticut that Rosalind first learned the
value of history.

Rosalind, a Navy wife who married in
1960, “moved at least 13 times” before call-
ing Alexandria home.

“I love volunteering in Alexandria,” Bovey
said. In fact, since the late 1970s Rosalind
has engaged in both paid and unpaid em-

ployment.

MANY FIRST became acquainted with
Bovey when she worked as Councilman and
Vice Mayor Bill Cleveland’s aide (1988-
1995). Both are Republicans.

“Rosalind is like a peace-maker,” Cleve-
land said. “She’s always bringing sides to-
gether and working out differences. She
does it all according to protocol.”

“Being a Navy wife, with all the difficul-
ties you have to cope with, is good training
for almost anything,” Bovey said. “When
Bob served as Captain of the USS Sand
Lance I served as the wives’ ‘social worker;’
helping them through crises, advocating,
and planning get-togethers to keep spirits
high.” Cleveland and Carlyle House Direc-
tor Jim Bartlinsky attest to Bovey’s advo-
cacy skills.

“I am a Republican by marriage,” Bovey
smiled, “and otherwise bi-partisan. I don’t
like partisan nastiness.” Bovey ran unsuc-
cessfully for City Council in 1994.

“As an aide, she added grace to City Hall,”
Cleveland said.

“When I left City Hall I missed the issues,”
Bovey said. “It’s probably why I enjoy work-
ing with Agenda Alexandria. My programs
have included not only history, but also
mental health and the environment.”

“We bought a farm 16 years ago in
Shenandoah County, Virginia, and there we
work to protect the river,” Bovey said.
“That’s when I’m not gardening, of course.”
The family loves Rosalind’s homegrown to-
matoes, cucumbers and herbs.

“If I leave a legacy,” Bovey mused, “I hope
it is the Carlyle House Herb Sale. The gar-
den, the activity fit so well with the House.”

“She started our annual Herb Sale,”
Bartlinsky confirmed. “She’s been its driv-
ing force and is still enthusiastic.”

IN 1981 the North Ridge Civic Association
supported Bovey’s effort to publish the
neighborhood’s history. The 72-page book,
North Ridge Lore, is a series of short sto-
ries, one of which relates to the Byrd
machine’s “handling” of paper ballots.

“Alexandria now uses voting machines
because a North Ridge resident sued,” she
said.

“The Lore was a fascinating project — a
group effort — a real labor of love,” Bovey
recalled. North Ridge Lore, revised in 2000,
sells for $5 and is available at The Lyceum
gift shop. Proceeds from the book sale ben-
efit the civic association.

“I am Jane Austen-ish, especially my out-
look,” Bovey offered. “I write from what I
know.” Austen is Bovey’s literary idol.

“Austen wrote from life and her charac-
ters are marvelous,” Bovey said. “She is
probably the reason I enjoy John Carlyle’s
history so much. John Carlyle was the quint-
essential second son. His is a huge story of
entrepreneurship, two wives and the com-
plications of childbirth.”

What is Bovey’s life lesson? “I like people,
but initially I was shy. As a Navy wife I
learned you have to work hard to meet
people who are entrenched. If you stay in-
volved in something you’re interested in,
something worthwhile, it all works out.
Only five years ago did I learn to say ‘no,’
to not bite off more than I can chew.”

“When working with Boards of Directors,
joining Boards, the ideal Board is diverse, a
mix of men and women, ages, and
ethnicities,” Bovey advised. Over the years
she has served on a variety of Alexandria
Boards of Directors.

In 2009 the Alexandria Historical Soci-
ety acknowledged her efforts with a history
award.

“I’ve always been glad she’s not in sales,”
Komoroske grinned. “There’d be no resis-
tance. She’s like a rock.” Fitzgerald and oth-
ers agree.

Writer Sarah Becker was nominated as a Living
Legend of Alexandria in 2007.

“

Living Legends:
The Project

Now in its third year, Living Legends of Al-
exandria is an ongoing 501(c)(3)
photojournalistic project to identify, honor
and chronicle Alexandria’s Living Legends.
The project was conceived by Nina Tisara to
create an enduring artistic record of the
people whose vision and dedication make a
tangible difference to the quality of life in
Alexandria. Gold Sponsors of the project this
year are Rotary Club of Alexandria,
McEnearney Associates and Dominion Vir-
ginia Power.

This the last in a series of 12 profiles. For
more information or to nominate a Legend
for next year’s program, visit
www.alexandrialegends.com.

Santa Paws Arrives

P
ets and their human companions
were invited to Kimpton’s Mo-
naco Alexandria and the Jackson

20 Restaurant for a holiday event last
weekend. The hotel asked that donations
of new toys and treats for the animals of
the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria
(AWLA), and in return the hotel and res-
taurant treated guests to refreshments
and holiday photos with Santa in the
hotel’s living room-style lobby. Guests
who made donations to the AWLA re-
ceived a voucher for 20 percent off of
their next meal at the restaurant (exclud-
ing alcohol and happy hour specials.
Taxes and gratuity are not included).

The Animal Welfare League of Alexan-
dria is in need of a variety of gifts. Items
should be new and unopened, and sug-
gested donations include: Kong toys,
Westpaw brand toys, stuffed/plush ani-
mals (no batteries), Cat-nip filled toys
for cats, unopened boxes/bags of treats
and/or snacks such as liver treats, Milk
Bones, Pupperonis, Greenies, Snausages,

Santa and the house elf talk with Charlie Bunga Gillett,
the director of hotel pet relations, and Annabelle.

Former City
Manager
Vola Lawson
and AWLA
board mem-
ber holds of
copy of the
League’s
2011 weekly
planner
“Animal
Compan-
ions.” The
weekly
planners are
on sale in
shops
throughout
the city and
at the Vola
Lawson
Animal Shelter on Eisenhower Blvd. All of the
book proceeds directly benefit the animal
population currently at the shelter. Lawson
noted that 2010 has been a record year for
animal surrenders due to families moving from
houses to apartments that exclude pets.

Pounce, rawhides, Bully sticks,
jars of peanut butter, ping pong
balls, bird toys, bird perches and
rabbit treats.

“Toys for Pups” donations will

be accepted at Jackson 20
throughout December. Kimpton’s
Monaco Alexandria and the Jack-
son 20 Restaurant are located at
480 King St.
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703.768.8143
www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

Why, Why, Why
Pay More for

Diamond Earrings,
Anniversary Rings,

Gemstone and
Custom Jewelry?

RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL

Come see our distinct
selection of decorative

items for the home and body!

JUST ARRIVED New Shipments of
Sculptures, Art Glass & Pashminas

1600 Belle View Blvd.
Belle View Shopping Center

703-412-6066

Check Our Prices

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

Visit the Merchants at Bradlee
and make Seasonal Shopping a Pleasure!

Making the Holidays Happy
for over 50 Years...

Santa is Coming!

Pictures with Santa
Saturday

December 18th
1:00 - 3:00 pm

From Page 3

 Obituary

McConchie
FIRST ELECTED IN 1970,
McConchie was part of the first
wave of Republicans to take power
in Alexandria since Reconstruc-
tion. Because of his young age, he
became known as “the baby with
a brain.” This was a time when the
political machine built by U.S. Sen.
Harry Byrd was beginning to fall
apart, and McConchie was one of
the Republicans challenging the
Democratic establishment known
for supporting racial segregation
and using the levers of power to
keep themselves in office. Along
with Republicans George Cook
and Wiley Mitchell, McConchie
became part of a three-man Re-
publican juggernaut at City Hall.

“In some ways, we had a major-
ity because (former Mayor) Chuck
Beatley would side with us a lot
of the time even though he was a
Democrat,” said Cook. “Win was
a good listener some of the time
and appropriately aggressive at
other times, which is what I think
makes a good politician.”

As a member of the City Coun-
cil, McConchie built a reputation
as a progressive Republican by
working against the Byrd machine See McConchie  Page 14

and advocating causes such as
public housing and racial integra-
tion. He pushed to scatter public-
housing sites throughout the city
rather than keep them clustered
in one part of town. He also advo-
cated the controversial program of
“urban renewal” that refashioned
much of King Street into the way
it looks today. He was reelected in
1973, although he did not seek a
third term in 1976.

“He was someone who really
cared about this city,” said Vola
Lawson, who was hired as the
city’s first housing director when
McConchie was a member of the
City Council. “I would describe
him as someone who was outgo-
ing and friendly, the kind of per-
son who thrives in the setting of a
political campaign.”

HAROLD WINFILED
MCCONCHIE JR. was born on
Aug. 19, 1933 in Newark, N.J., to
Harold and Virginia McConchie.
His father was an insurance agent
with Metropolitan Life Insurance
who moved the family to Alexan-
dria in 1944. The junior
McConchie attended Charles
Barrett Elementary School before
graduating from George Washing-
ton High School in 1951, the same
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Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Poinsettias
All Colors ~ New Varieties

Fraser Fir
Cut Premium Quality Christmas Trees

4’-11’

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

25% Off
New Bonsai Dishes

Bonsai & Orchids

Sunday–Thursday 8:30 - 5:30
Friday-Saturday 8:30 - 7:00

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

From Page 14

 Obituary

McConchie
class that included state Sen. Patsy
Ticer (D-30) and weatherman
Willard Scott.

After high school, McConchie
studied economics at Roanoke
College and the University of Vir-
ginia. He later received a master
of business administration degree
from Georgetown University and
a degree in securities and ex-
change law from the Georgetown
Law Center. He spent two years in
the Army and later worked as a
researcher at the Naval Film Lab
as a civilian. Professionally,
McConchie was a stockbroker with
Reynolds and Company before
becoming active in city politics. He
ran an unsuccessful campaign for
the House of Delegates in 1969
before waging a successful bid for
City Council in 1970 when the city
was caught in the grip of race ri-
ots.

“The events of the past week
caused people to seek a more ag-
gressive council,” said McConchie
during a Republican victory party
at a firehouse of Cameron Mill
Road. “I think the story is that
people just demand more from
their candidates.”

DURING HIS TIME on the City
Council, he supported using com-
munity development block grants
to rehabilitate abandoned build-
ings in Del Ray, where he lived at
the time. He advocated for the
Army Corps of Engineers to con-
trol flooding problems at Four Mile
Run, and he was a supporter of the
effort to transform the Torpedo
Factory into an art center. He
worked with Democratic Council-
man Mel Bergheim to create a
Human Rights Ordinance for the
city.

“You’ve got all these ideas, but
you’re letting someone else get
credit for them,” Annear remem-
bers telling him on one occasion.

Win
McConchie

“I don’t
care,” he re-
sponded, ac-
cording to
A n n e a r .
“The people
who care
about this
know that I
was with
them.”

McConchie
is survived
by three sons: Keith McConchie,
Kevin McConchie and Kirk
McConchie. A memorial service
has been scheduled from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. on Jan. 19 at the Everly
Wheatley Funeral Home.

Lucy M.
Hunnicutt

Lucy M. Hunnicutt (May 28,
1914 – Oct. 28, 2010), a beloved
teacher/bus driver at St. Paul’s
Nursery School  for 50 years, died
at the age of 96 in North Carolina
where she had been living with her
son. She was a long time resident
of Alexandria. She was “Nana” to
four grandkids and seven great-
grandkids. She was a graduate of
University of Tennessee. And was
buried in her hometown of
Maryville, Tenn., on Friday, Nov.
5, 2010, at Grandview Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations be sent to the
American Cancer Society, a char-
ity near and dear to her heart. A
memorial service will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 18 at 1 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Dolores DiPaola
Dolores DiPaola of Tamarac,

Fla., born May 3, 1933, died Nov.
13, 2010, joins her husband
Agustus Dipaola in heaven.

Survived by her son Ronald,
daughter Gina, and granddaugh-
ter Gina.

She lived in Alexandria much of
her life and raised her family
there.
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People

Leadership Alexandria class of 2008 alumni Eleanor Richards, Melinda
Patrician, Karen Hughes, David Chamowitz, Deborah Warren, Peggy
Stypula, Police Chief Earl Cook, Gordon McDougall and Toni Andrews
celebrate at the Campagna Center farewell reception for Hughes Dec. 9.
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Campagna Center Bids Farewell to CEO Hughes
By Jeanne Theismann

 Gazette Packet

M
ore than 150 supporters, in-
cluding board members and
local dignitaries, turned out
Dec. 9 to bid farewell to

Karen Hughes, who stepped down from her
position as CEO of The Campagna Center
to relocate her family to Dallas.

“It’s been a terrific four years,” said
Hughes as her newly adopted son Noah, 4,
joined the crowd in applauding his mother.
“It’s been a lot of hard work but I am ex-
cited about the new opportunities before
me.”

Former board member and City Council-
man Rob Krupicka commended Hughes’
accomplishments as leader of the award-
winning non-profit that serves children
through programs like Head Start and Tiny
Titans.

“Under Karen’s leadership, The
Campagna Center strengthened its close
relationship with the City of Alexandria,”
Krupikca said. “The future success of our

children will be because of Karen’s efforts
during her time here.”

Under Hughes’ tenure, The Campagna
Center received the Non-profit Business of
the Year Award for 2010 by the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce, the 2010 Outstand-
ing Partner in Education award by Alexan-
dria Public Schools for the Building Better
Futures program and the Community Build-
ers Award by the Alexandria-Washington
Masonic Lodge No. 22.

Hughes secured federal stimulus funds
that allowed the center to increase the num-
ber of children served through the Head
Start and Early Head Start programs and
opened the Tiny Titans program at T.C.
Williams High School to service and teach
parenting skills to teen moms.

 “Alexandria will be a stronger place for
many years to come because of the work
Karen has done,” Krupicka said.

Hughes and her husband, Tom, have re-
joined family in Dallas, where Hughes will
take over next month as president and CEO
of The Vogel Alcove, a non-profit organiza-
tion that serves homeless children in the

downtown Dallas area.
 “It was an honor to continue the work

that Elizabeth Ann Campagna began in this

community,” Hughes said. “It’s been an
amazing time and I will always have Alex-
andria in my heart.”

DRBA president Jill Erber, left, joins Star Award winners Gayle Reuter, Julia Wagner, Pat
Miller, Emma Schutzius, Laura Fries, Katherine Campbell, Joe Seskey, Pamela Fitzgerald,
Kate Moran and Mary Reid after the Dec. 12 presentation.

Praising the Stars of Del Ray
DRBA honors community
volunteers.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he Del Ray Business Association presented
its 2010 Star Awards and year-end review
Dec. 12 at Monroe’s restaurant.

“We had a banner year for events,” reported out-
going DRBA resident Jill Erber of Cheesetique. “Our
Taste of Del Ray raised over $4,000 for our commu-
nity partners for children and the Turkey Trot saw a
30 percent increase in runners and raised $5,000 for
ALIVE!”

More than 60 people attended the event, includ-
ing U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-46), Police Chief Earl
Cook, Sheriff Dana Lawhorne and City Council mem-
bers Kerry Donley, Del Pepper and Frank Fannon.

Star Awards, which recognize exceptional contri-
butions to the Del Ray community, were presented in
categories of Youth, Business, Citizen and City. First

to be honored were Girls Scouts from troop 901, who
received the Youth Star Award for their volunteer ef-
forts at events like the recent lighting of luminaries
along Mount Vernon Avenue.

Other winners were Sergeant Joe Seskey for his
work as a liaison to the city and Mary Reid for her
business Ground Control Landscape Services.  Pamela
Fitzgerald was the recipient of the Citizen award.

Erber presented Gayle Reuter and Pat Miller with
the Shooting Stars award for their decades-long dedi-
cation to DRBA.

Kate Moran, niece of Nancy Dunning, was recog-
nized for continuing the work of her aunt in Del Ray.

“This community meant so much to my aunt,” said
a tearful Moran. “She believed in it with her whole
heart and I will continue to do what I can to honor
her memory.”

ACKC’s Eric Nelson was introduced as the incom-
ing president of the association, which has grown to
more than 130 members.

“I’m happy with where we are right now,” Erber
said. “Even in this economy, overall the neighbor-
hood is doing well.”

Salvation Army Band
Shares Its Stage

A
ll eyes were on 8-year-
old Sharolyn Hyson
as she took to the

stage to perform a solo during
the Salvation Army Christmas
Concert Dec. 12 at the Masonic
Memorial.

“I wasn’t nervous at all,” said
Hyson, a student at Immanuel
Lutheran School in Alexandria.
“I was excited to sing for so
many people.”

Hyson performed the holiday
classic “Sleigh Ride” during the
concert that featured perfor-
mances by The Robinson Sing-
ers, the DC Metro Timbrelits
and veteran Salvation Army
musician Noel Morris.

“When I started I had hair,”
laughed Morris, who also serves
as the bandmaster for the Alex-
andria Citadel Corps Band. “This
is my 26th consecutive year of
performing with the band.”

NBC4’s John Schriffen served
as master of ceremonies for the
evening and Major Steve Mor-
ris delivered a holiday message
that thanked the supporters in
the audience and paid tribute
to the musicians in the band.

“These musicians are all vol-
unteers,” said Morris, the com-
mander of the Salvation Army
National Capital Area Com-
mand. “The message of what we
do is the reason they are here.”

Morris, who also teaches at

the Alexandria School for the
Performing Arts, is happy to
give back his time and talents
to the Salvation Army.

“I’ve been playing for 50
years and this is by far the best
thing I do,” Morris said. “A long
time ago, somebody [with the
Salvation Army] did it for me
and I’m just trying to pay it for-
ward.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Immanuel Lutheran
student Sharolyn Hyson,
8, performs a solo dur-
ing “Sleigh Ride”’ at the
Salvation Army Christ-
mas Concert Dec. 12.
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Be Part
of The
Pet

Connection
in February

Send
Your

Photos
& Stories
Now to

Be sure to include your
name, address and
phone number, and

identify all people and
pets in photos.

Submission deadline is
January 20.

By McKenya Dilworth-Abdalla,

Acting Center Director

Nannie J. Lee Memorial

Recreation Center

T
he Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities
played host to a number of art-
ful events this past month. The

Richard Kauffman auditorium at the Lee
Center is rapidly becoming the venue for
the arts in town. Just this month the audi-
torium has been graced with the presence
of Bluegrass Legend Hazel Dickens, the-
atre productions of 20/20 productions with
its almost always sold-out crowds under
the leadership of Rodney Grimes and Zina
Gray, respectively, and last but certainly not
least the ACCT (Alexandria City Commu-
nity Theatre) players and chorale. We
should really consider tagging on the slo-
gan: “Lee Center for the Performing Arts”
to the Richard Kauffman Auditorium. Just
a thought …

It isn’t over yet for the activities planned
in the neighborhood recreation centers.
Each center has Holiday activities planned
and all you have to do is call to find out
what, when, where and how. Working in
the Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities is truly rewarding be-

Recreation

A Venue for the Arts
cause of the opportunities to engage with
the community and community partners.

One such community partner is Urban
Inspiration, a youth
dance company
founded by Michelle
Helaire. Since the very
beginning of the ACCT
program, Helaire has
been there — support-
ive, knowledgeable
and always of good
spirit.

Helaire volunteers
her time twice a week in order to develop a
dance theatre program in the neighborhood
recreation centers. Dance theatre is an ar-
tistic dance form that utilizes dance to com-
municate life stories. We are excited that
our youth will be exposed to this type of
dance genre.

Another community partner is Hungry for
Music, a not-for-profit organization whose
sole mission is to provide musical instru-
ments to people who are traditionally
underserved. They are responsible for help-
ing the MUSE program (Music Unites Stu-
dents Everywhere) at the Nannie J. Lee
Memorial Recreation Center for coming into
fruition. For more info call Ms. Dilworth-
Abdalla at 703-746-5533.
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Potomac

Best Wishes
For The Holidays



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  December 16-22, 2010  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Second Place:  320 S. Lee, Old Town. Won a designer signature flower arrangement
from Helen Olivia Flowers.

First Place:  207 S. Lee Street, Old Town. Won a
$100 gift certificate from Brabo Restaurant.

Honorable Mention: 630 S. Fairfax Street, Old Town.

Deck the
Halls ...
2010 Old Town
Holiday Decorating
Contest Winners

Focus was on how the
decorations, made out of
natural materials, enhanced
the overall façade of homes.

Photos by Louise Krafft

Third Place:  314 Prince Street, Old Town. Won a dozen
cupcakes from Buzz Bakery.
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Let’s Celebrate!
The little white lights, the fireplace glow,

a romantic banquette somewhere ... Old Town

is a charming setting for a special occasion.

The Wanderer wants to celebrate these holidays

his favorite way — with food! Follow him while

he investigates his convivial options.

Casual? Fun? Elegant?

Forget the shopping — make a reservation!

LE REFUGE A
This well loved little

corner of France has a

3-course menu planned

for Christmas Eve and a

5-course one for

New Year’s Eve.

Visit your friends

Anne-Claire, Bernadette

and Khadija at this busy

french bistro.

127 N. Washington

Street, 703-548-4661.

lerefugealexandria.com

G LA BASTILLE

Chefs Michelle and Christophe Small

have amazing prix fixe menus planned

for both Christmas Eve and New Years

Eve that pay respect to both American

and French culinary traditions.

1201 N. Royal Street, 703 519-3776.

bastillerestaurant.com

THE GRILLE AT D
THE MORRISON HOUSE

A gorgeous hotel in the Federal style

makes an elegant site for any holiday

occasion. Offers a special Christmas

Eve Dinner from 5-8pm. Tea on

Saturdays. A “Get Lucky in the New

Year” party for NYs eve with a sing-a-

long in the lounge. Call for details.

116 South Alfred Street,

703.838.8000, morrisonhouse.com

C RESTAURANT EVE

Simply one of Old Town’s best. Call

pronto for New Years reservations.

Closed 12/24-27th. Open 12/28-31

for dinner only. Special menus

planned in The Tasting Room and The

Bistro for New Years Eve.

110 South Pitt St # 6, 703.706.0450,

restauranteve.com

F BRABO BY

ROBERT WIEDMAIER

Already a neighborhood fav.

Consider a gift certificate for the

Tasting Room, gourmet market, or

The Butcher’s Block. Cannot go

wrong! A sumptuous 7-course

meal is planned for NYs eve. Call

early--only 2 seatings.

1600 King Street, 703.894.3440,

braborestaurant.com

E JACKSON 20 AT THE HOTEL MONACO

Named for Andrew Jackson, the first prez to invite the public to his Inaugural

Ball. True to his spirit this is an inviting, comfortable gathering place. The

Roaring 20’s themed party on NYs eve has become a tradition in town.

480 King St, 703.842.2790. jackson20.com

H OVERWOOD

Drop by this casual wood-fired American kitchen anytime during the

season. Take a break at our friendly bar from shopping in Old Town.

Expansive menu for lunch and dinner.

220 N. Lee Street, 703 535-3340. theoverwood.com

B GERANIO

Modern Italian cuisine in

a warm, inviting setting.

Call for holiday options.

722 King Street,

703.548.0088,

geranio.net

I LA BERGERIE

Open for both holidays, this is an

elegant choice of an Alexandria

institution long known for its

ambiance and fine french cuisine.

218 N. Lee Street, 703 683-1007.

labergerie.com

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or

suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

© Google Map data
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The Campagna Center * 418 S. Washington St. Alexandria VA,
22314 * 703-549-0111 * www.campagnacenter.

Breakfast and snack will be provided during camp. All children must bring their own lunch.
Advance payment is required. Spaces are limited.

Campagna Kids is funded in part by the City of Alexandria and the
Alexandria City Public Schools.

Reserve now

for Holiday Parties

And for our Champagne

New Year’s Eve Party

Don’t miss Opera Night
…December 26th

Jazz Wednesday Nights
with Bob Williams

on the piano

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
www.trattoriadafranco.com

Join Franco and his staff for a festive

Christmas Eve Dinner
Featuring Holiday Music with

Mike Blaney & Dick Smith
Known for their performances at the Kennedy Center

And a few Arias by Franco, too!

Franco and his staff wish you Peace,
Love, Faith & Hope this Holiday Season!

Special Holiday Menu includes:
Filetto di Salmone al Caviar ~ Salmon with Caviar

Tortellini Tricolore Boscaiola ~ Three-Color Tortellini in Mushroom Cream Sauce
Veal Scaloppinne Capo d’Anno ~ Veal with Cream Brandy Sauce

Fine Arts

NOW THROUGH DEC. 19
Andrew Zimmerman’s Colorado Winter. Featuring

Andrew Zimmerman’s silver-gelatin photographic prints. At
the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts Center,
Margaret W. and Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery, NVCC, 3001
North Beauregard Street, Alexandria. Gallery hours are 10
a.m.— 4 p.m. Monday-Friday and during performances.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 23
Artist Jan. E. Moffatt. Featuring the 2010 Blue Door

Collection and more. At Art in the Garden at the Historic
Manor House, Green Spring Gardens Park, 4603 Green Spring
Road, Alexandria. Hours: Wednesday to Sunday, 12 noon-
4:30 p.m. Call 703-941-7987, 703-642-5173,
www.GreenSpring.org.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 31
Greg Viggiano Photo Exhibit. The exhibit will showcase local

digital photography, the Pentagon Memorial, and other
selected images. At Firehook Coffee Shop on Union Street in
Old Town Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 2
Ceramic Guild Show. Santa is coming to town and the

Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Scope Gallery has clay creations
and stocking stuffers to jingle everyone’s bells. Shopping is
Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with
Thursdays open until 9 p.m. At Scope Gallery, 101 North
Union Street, ground floor, Studio 19, Alexandria. 703-548-
6288 or visit www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 3
“Small Works.”  Fifteen members from the Multiple Exposures

Gallery are exhibiting “Small Works.” Noting larger than
12x12-inches in film, digital, color and B&W will all be

represented. Juror Lenny Campello is an artist, art critic and
writer. At Multiple Exposures Gallery, 105 N. Union St., #312,
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 2
Metalwork 2010.  Free. Metalwork 2010 is the Washington

Guild of Goldsmiths (WGG) biennial show and sale to exhibit
their members’ work. At the Target Gallery, Torpedo Factory
Art Center, Old Town Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or call 703-838-4565.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 2
Molded from Complicated Mixtures. Drawing inspiration

from the quirky characters and funky forms produced in
plastic toys, Megan Marlatt renders in a classic style paintings
that depict the many meanings behind toys. At the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035.

JAN. 5 THROUGH JAN. 30
Gallery West Presents WOW! Works in wax, oil, and wire by

new member artists Susan Stayer, Caty Forden, Margret
Lindsey, and Sue Lindsey. Meet the artists at their reception
on Saturday, Jan. 15 from 5 to 7 p.m. Refreshments will be
included. At Gallery West, 1213 King Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.gallery-west.com or call 703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 7
The Springfield Art Guild Art Show. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Featuring: 40 works of art are displayed in this exhibition and
sale. These works include oil, watercolor, photography, and
mixed media. At Godwin House, 4800 Fillmore Ave.,
Alexandria. Call Donnalynne Lefever 703-644-6677.

JAN. 7 THROUGH JAN. 30
Baby, It’s Cold Outside & Sock It To Winter: Celebrating

all things good and bad about winter. Meet the artists
reception Friday, Jan. 7, from 7-10 p.m. The all-member show
runs through Sunday, Jan. 30.  Check out the best works and
“sock it to winter” by donating a pair of new socks to benefit
the Carpenter’s Shelter. Join the Sock Hop Saturday, Jan. 15
from 7-10 p.m., admission: donated pair of new socks.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org  or cspringer43@gmail.com.

Handpainted dogwood soup/luncheon set
by Suan Ying of Vienna.

JAN. 3 TO JAN. 30
Hot Pottery. Clay artists create toasty treats with their kilns

for the Kiln Club’s “Snuggling Up: Pots for Comfort Food”
show. At the Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Scope Gallery,
101 North Union Street, ground floor Studio 19,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-6288 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.htm

NOW THROUGH MAY 1
Exhibition of
Commemorative Wares.
Features ceramic wares that
reflect the Alexandria
community’s keen interest
in current and historic
events. At the Lyceum, 201
South Washington Street,
Old Town Alexandria. Open
Monday through Saturday,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. $2 admission. Call 703-
746-4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

George Washington’s
pitcher.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 24
Holiday Small Works

and Silent Auction.
Gallery West fills the
walls with an eclectic
show of small works just
in time for holiday gift
giving. The display will
feature original
paintings, sculptures,
ceramics, photographs,
digital art and jewelry. At
Gallery West, 1213 King
Street in Old Town,
Alexandria. Visit
www.gallery-west.com or
call 703-549-6006.
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 Open Christmas Eve

3 Seatings with a 3-Course Meal

3 Seatings with a 5-Course Meal

New Year’s Eve

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Please make
holiday

reservations
early

CELEBRATE THE SEASON
WITH

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

NOW THROUGH FEB. 13
“Sunset Boulevard.” Show times are Tuesdays and

Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. Tickets are now on sale. Tickets range in price from
$59 - $85 and are available by calling Ticketmaster at 703-
573-SEAT (7328) or visiting www.signature-theatre.org. At
Signature Theater in Arlington.

The 2010–2011 American Century Theater season is a
year-long adventure encountering spacemen, demons,
lovers, ambitious actresses, and vaudeville memories.

❖ Jan. 14–Feb. 12, 2011 — “Beyond the Horizon” by Eugene
O’Neill

❖ April 8–May 7, 2011 — “Stage Door” by Edna Ferber and
George S. Kaufman

❖ July 8–Aug. 6, 2011 — “Visit to a Small Planet” by Gore
Vidal
The American Century Theater performs at Theatre II,
Gunston Arts Center, 2700 S. Lang Street, Arlington. This
season, “One Night With Fanny Brice” will be performed at
the Rosslyn Spectrum Theatre, 1611 North Kent Street,
Arlington. Subscription season packages are available.
Friday or Saturday evening ticket subscriptions are $150
each ($175 value). Thursday evening or weekend matinee
subscriptions are $130 each ($150 value). More
information is available at www.AmericanCentury.org, by
email at info@americancentury.org, or by calling the
theater at 703-998-4555.

The Keegan Theatre of Arlington will be the full-time
resident company at Church Street Theater in the District,
beginning with its 2009-2010 season. Church Street
Theater is located at 1742 Church Street, NW, Washington,
D.C., has been a partial home to Keegan for many years.
The Keegan Theatre 2010-2011 Season includes:
❖ January 2011 — “A Shadow of Honor by Peter Coy
❖ February-March 2011 — “Parade” by Alfred Uhry and
Jason Robert Brown
❖ April-May 2011 — “Grapes of Wrath” by John Steinbeck,
adaptation by Frank Galati
❖ April-May 2011 — “Basra Boy” by Rosemary Jenkins
❖ June 2011 — ”The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee” by Rachel Sheinkin and William Finn
❖ July-August 2011 — “Steel Magnolias” by Robert Harling

The City of Alexandria reminds residents
to recycle their holiday Christmas trees. Resi-
dents who receive City trash service should
set trees out for recycling pick-up at the curb
by 7 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 8 and Saturday,
Jan. 15. Remember, do not put trees in plas-
tic bags and remove all stands and ornaments.
Any trees set out at the curb after January 15
will be collected during regular refuse collec-
tion service and will not be recycled. Call 703-
746-4410.

For more information, contact Jennifer Har-
ris, Communications Officer for the City of
Alexandria, at 703-746-3961 or
jennifer.harris@alexandriava.gov.

City Collects Christmas
Trees for Recycling

JAN. 14 TO FEB. 12
“Beyond the

Horizon
(1920)” by
Eugene O’Neill.
Produced by the
American Century
Theatre. Eugene
O’Neill’s romantic
tragedy is
considered a
turning point in
the development
of American
drama.  At
Theatre Two at
Gunston, 2700 S.
Lang St.,
Arlington. Call
703-998-4555.
Visit http://
www.americancentury.org.

Theater

JAN. 28 TO FEB. 12
“The Seagull” by Anton Chekhov. Presented by the

Arlington Players. It is a tragicomedy of life, love and art,
in which a famous actress presides over a household rife
with competing quests for romance, success and fulfillment.
At Thomas Jefferson Theatre, 125 S. Old Glebe Road,
Arlington. Call 703-549-1063 or visit http://
www.thearlingtonplayers.org

 NOW THROUGH DEC. 19
A Broadway Christmas Carol. Created by Kathy Feininger,

the story of the classic Dickens’ tale with uproarious
parodies of favorite Broadway show tunes. Performances
are Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3 and 8
p.m.; Sundays at 3 and 7 p.m. Tickets $45-50 (students
$25). TKTS 800-494-8497/www.metrostage.org, Groups/
Info 703-548-9044. At MetroStage, 1201 North Royal St.
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 26
“Walter Cronkite Is Dead.” Written and Directed by Joe

Calarco. Tickets are $50 to $76 and are available by calling
Ticketmaster at 703-573-SEAT (7328) or visiting
www.signature-theatre.org. Show times are Tuesdays and
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. At Signature Theater in Arlington.

Signature Theatre Announces its 2010-2011 Season
Subscription packages are now on sale by calling Signature’s

Box Office at 703-820-9771. Signature Theatre is located at
4200 Campbell Avenue (22206) off I-395 at the Shirlington
exit in Arlington. Ticketmaster (703) 573-SEAT (7328).

❖ Now Through Dec. 26, 2010 — “Walter Cronkite is Dead.
Written and Directed by Joe Calarco.

❖ Dec. 7, 2010-Feb. 13, 2011 — “Sunset Boulevard.” Music by
Andrew Lloyd Webber. Based on the Billy Wilder film.
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Entertainment

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Themed decorations (including 12 Christmas
trees), a gingerbread Mount Vernon, historical
chocolate-making demonstrations, and 18th-
century dancing will be offered. Visit Aladdin,
George Washington’s Christmas Camel, take
special Mansion tours, and make a Chocolate
Toast to Christmas, with our 18th-century-style
chocolate drink, a Washington family favorite.
At George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway, Mount Vernon; call 703-780-2000 or
visit mountvernon.org. Admission: $15 for
adults, $7 for youth (6-11), and free for children
5 and younger.

EVERY FRIDAY
Grown & Sexy Happy Hour and Comedy

Show. 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. Hosted by comedian Ed
Blaze. Ladies free until 9 p.m. Men $10/$15. At
Weyone Lounge, 5801 Duke St. # E100,
Alexandria, located in the back of Landmark
Mall. Call 202-321-0867.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 19
Alexandria Jaycees’ Christmas Tree Sales.

The tree lot features a variety of trees, including
Canaan Firs, Douglas Firs, Fraser Firs, and
Scotch Pines in heights from 4-10 feet, with
prices from $45-$90. Proceeds to benefit the
Holiday Shopping Tour for underprivileged
children. Operating hours are Tuesday-Friday 6–
9 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Sunday 11
a.m. – 5 p.m. At the Safeway Parking Lot, 500
South Royal Street, Alexandria. Call 703-866-
7171 or go to www.alexjaycees.org or visit
http://www.alexjaycees.org/trees.php.

Mount Vernon by Candlelight. Dec. 11-12;
Dec. 18-19. From 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Join “Mrs.
Washington” for an evening of candlelit tours,
fireside Christmas caroling, and hot cider and
ginger cookies. Tour the first and second floors,
hear characters from Washington’s world as they
guide visitors through the home, adding
ambiance to a traditional Christmas evening at
Mount Vernon. Admission: Adults/$20, Youth
11 and under/$14. At George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens, 3200 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon; call
703-780-2000 or visit mountvernon.org.

THURSDAY/DEC. 16
A Winter Concert. 7:30 p.m. Cost is $5.

Featuring seasonal selections and Vivaldi’s
“Gloria in D.” Guest soloists will be Jennifer
Wintle, soprano; Melanie Bales, soprano;
Kathryn Morrison, mezzo soprano, and Jihanna

Davis, mezzo soprano. Sponsored by the West
Potomac High School Choirs.

Model Railroad Club Train Display. 10 a.m.
Enjoy a holiday tradition with the Model Train
Club. A display in the front lobby as well as a
working train set-up in Room 213 will be
featured. The Club will also discuss the history
of subways in America. At Hollin Hall Senior
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Call 703-765-4573 to make reservations.

FRIDAY/DEC. 17
Evening of Music for Brass Quintet. 8 p.m.

Free. The U.S. Air Force Band Chamber Players
Series will perform. At George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Call 202-767-5658 or visit
www.usafband.af.mil.

DEC. 17-18
Alexandria Singers Holiday Show. “Yule

School Reunion!” In three family-friendly
performances, following a colorful and
whimsical story line, The Alexandria Singers will
take you through their favorite music of the
holiday season both old and new. Premium seats
$20; General admission $15; Discounted rate*
$10 (*Seniors 65+, Students, Groups of 10+,
Active Military); Children (6 and under) $5.
Friday, Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 18
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Convergence, 1801

North Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Visit
www.AlexandriaSingers.com or 703-941-
SING (7464).
“Yule School Reunion.” Alexandria
Singers Holiday Show. In 3 family-
friendly performances, following a
colorful and whimsical story line, The
Alexandria Singers will take you through
their favorite music of the holiday season
both old and new! Premium Seats $20;
General Admission $15; Discounted Rate*
$10 (*Seniors 65+, Students, Groups of
10+, Active Military); Children (6 and
under) $5. Friday, Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m.;
Saturday Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.;
At Convergence, 1801 North Quaker Lane,
Alexandria. Visit
www.AlexandriaSingers.com (703)941-
SING (7464).

SATURDAY/DEC. 18
Handmade Holiday Craft Fair. 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. More than 45 local crafters
will be selling jewelry, pottery, handbags
and more. Also cookie and ornament
decorating for kids, gingerbread house
raffles, club-run food and merchandise
booths and raffles. A fundraiser for
Joining Hearts and Hands. At TC Williams
High School cafeteria, 3330 King St.,
Alexandria.
Dance Studio Lioudmila’s
Christmas Ball. Swing Class at 7:30
p.m.  Party starts at 8:30 p.m. Enjoy a

Dance Show with students and professionals.
Attire:  Elegant-Casual. Admission $20/advance;
or $25/door. At Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18
Roth Street, Alexandria. Call 703-751-8868 or
visit www.dancelioudmila.com.

Steven Gellman in Concert. 8 to 10 p.m. At St.
Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Call 703-739-9268.

Author Barb Winters. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Come
hear Alexandria’s history author introduce you
to “Letters to Virginia — Correspondence from
Three Generations of Alexandrians Before,
During and After the Civil.” Book signing and
refreshments served.  At the Ellen Coolidge
Burke Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road,
Alexandria; call 703-746-1704.

Story Time Tea. 2 p.m. “Polar Express” by Chris
Van Allsburg. Personalized readings, arts and
crafts activities and house-made treats.
Reservations are required. Cost is $38/adults;
$28/children. Call 703-838-8000 or email
storytime@morrisonhouse.com. At the Grille at
Morrison House,116 S. Alfred Street,
Alexandria. Visit www.thegrillealexandria.com.

Holiday Fair. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Crafts, books,
pictures, Christmas artifacts, sorority/fraternity/
OES gifts, jewelry and more. At Meade
Memorial Episcopal Church, 322 N. Alfred St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.meadechurch.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 19
Christmas Cantata. 11 a.m. Follow the Star,

Follow the King: The Journey from Darkness to
Light. The work is a collaboration among Lloyd
Larson, Mary MacDonald, Larry Shackley and
Douglas Wagner, all contemporary composers.
Presented by Beverley Hills Community United
Methodist Church, 3512 Old Dominion Blvd.,
Alexandria. Call 703-836-2406 or visit
www.bhcumc.org.

Colonial Handbell Ringers. 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Free. Get into the holiday spirit as you listen –
and sing along – with their performance of
holiday classics using a long set of Whitechapel
bells. At The Lyceum, 201 South Washington
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

MONDAY/DEC. 20
Walk This Way Productions/Kalaj! will host a

runway modeling workshop for beginners (ages
13 and up) on Saturday, Jan. 15, 2011, 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center,
1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria. Registration
deadline is Monday, Dec. 20, and all
registrations and payments are to be made/
received on or before Dec. 20, in order to
reserve your space. Learn the basics: Model
stance, posture, poses, turns, runway walk
(singles, doubles, triples) and more. Build your
confidence and learn how to take command of
the runway with your unique personality, in
relaxed and fun atmosphere! The cost for the
workshop is $35 per person. Call 703-927-2927.

DEC. 24
Jewish Community Center’s Day of Service.

DEC. 18 AND 19
“Nutcracker in a Nutshell.” Saturday at 3 p.m. and 7:30

p.m.; Sunday at 3 p.m. A production of The Center for
Ballet Arts and The Ballet Arts Ensemble of Fairfax.
Reserved tickets are $18/studio; $20/door. Bring a new,
unwrapped toy and help support the U.S. Marines drive
for Toys for Tots.  At the Rachel Schlessinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 3100 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria
(NOVA Campus).

Join 1,000 volunteers who will help out at over
50 non-profits throughout DC, Virginia and
Maryland. Projects vary from 2-4 hours and
encompass a variety of activities such as
throwing holiday parties for children, visiting
seniors and serving meals to the homeless.
Family and group projects are also available.
Visit www.washingtondcjcc.org/volunteer.
There is a nominal registration fee of $20, which
helps cover the cost of the event.

FRIDAY/DEC. 31
Dance Studio Lioudmila’s New Year’s Eve

Dance Party. 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Dance to
the best in Ballroom, Latin and Swing Music.
Attire: Elegant Casual. Admission is $25/
advance; $30/door. At Dance Studio Lioudmila,
18 Roth Street, Alexandria. Call 703-751-8868.
Visit www.dancelioudmila.com.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 29
Jubilant Bridge. 8 p.m. A harmony-driven

acoustic duo from Colorado will perform. At St.
Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Call 703-739-9268 or visit http://
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com.

DEC. 17-18
Alexandria Singers Holiday Show. “Yule School Reunion!” In three family-friendly performances,

following a colorful and whimsical story line, The Alexandria Singers will take you through their
favorite music of the holiday season both old and new. Premium seats $20; General admission $15;
Discounted rate* $10 (*Seniors 65+, Students, Groups of 10+, Active Military); Children (6 and
under) $5. Friday, Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Convergence, 1801
North Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Visit www.AlexandriaSingers.com or 703-941-SING (7464).

FRIDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. 100 live performances

start at 7 p.m. at 17 venues in Old Town
Alexandria; the Fun Hunt; Multimedia Fireworks
Finale; lasers; video, music. At George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive, Alexandria. Admission: $15 before Dec.
21; $20 after. Children 12 and under are free.
Note that the headquarters are at Durant Arts
Center, 1605 Cameron St., Alexandria. Call 703-
746-3301 or visit www.FirstNightAlexandria.org.
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KING STREET CATS ADOPTIONS!
We have the pitter patter of tiny paws…

and big paws at our cat orphanage.

Come see if the new love of your life is at 25 S. Dove Street in Alexandria
(off Duke Street by Pet Sage) every Saturday and Sunday from 1:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. We also need temporary foster homes for kittens!

Directions and additional information is available on our website at
www.kingstreetcats.org or call (703) 231-7199.

WE HAVE RETURNED

www.micheline.com

110 South West Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 838-3699 • (703) 256-0950

OUR NEW LOCATION

Quality French Antiques and Art

Micheline’s Antiques
• European Paintings
• Lithographs Posters
• Furniture, Chandeliers
• Barbotines, Lamps, etc.

SALE

1400 King St., Alexandria • 703-683-0333 • goldworksUSA.com • Like us on Facebook

Specia
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Your imagination is my horizon

WHERE THE DESIGNS ARE

Another Community Partnership

To Go
WHAT: First Night Alexandria
WHEN: Friday, Dec. 31, 2010
Second Annual Fun Hunt: 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kick-off Event at Durant Arts Center: 5 p.m.
100 Live Performances throughout Old Town: 7 p.m. to
11:30 p.m.
Multimedia Fireworks Finale at George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial: 12 midnight
WHERE: Headquarters: Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Event: Throughout Old Town
INFO: www.FirstNightAlexandria.org; 703-746-3301
TICKETS: $15 before Dec. 21; $20 after. Children 12
and under are free. Admission badges may be purchased
online through Dec. 25. Badges can be purchased in per-
son at the Alexandria Visitors Center at Ramsay House,
221 King Street. On Dec. 31, all First Night venues will
have badges for sale beginning 15 minutes prior to the
first performance. Admission badges will also be avail-
able beginning at noon on Dec. 31 at the Durant Arts
Center, 1605 Cameron Street.

T
he harmonies of two a capella ensembles are
part of the colorful line-up of more than 100
live performances throughout Old Town Alex-

andria for First Night’s annual New Year’s Eve bash —
professional a capella ensemble Musikanten and the
popular College of William & Mary Stairwells. The Stair-
wells will usher in the New Year just prior to the fire-
works finale.

Swing, Argentinean tango, Cajun, Russian folk, rock,
blues, jazz, even a comedy magic show and entertain-
ment for kids, are just some of the acts that can be
found at 17 indoor venues throughout Old Town. With
these performances, plus interactive kids’ activities and
the all-ages, Fun Hunt, First Night Alexandria is the
largest family-friendly and alcohol-free New Year’s Eve
event in the region. Your ticket for the event is a First
Night badge which gives you access to entertainment
and activities at spots all around Old Town. This year’s
First Night headquarters is the Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron Street, blocks from King Street Metro.

Starting at 7 p.m., with your First Night badge and
schedule in hand, stroll Alexandria’s streets among
venues, or hop on and off the free King Street Trolley
to catch your favorite acts. Check out entertainment at
venues including the Torpedo Factory Art Center, the
Little Theatre of Alexandria, historic Christ Church, and
the Lyceum. Museums, public buildings, and even re-
tail shops are turned into performance venues to show-
case regional and national talent. Make a night of it
with dinner at one of Old Town’s restaurants, or grab a
bite to eat at designated First Night venues.

Award-winning acts include Al and Amy’s Celtic and
Appalachian acoustic groove, as heard on the Ken Burns
documentary “The National Parks: America’s Best Idea”,
Grammy-nominated Bill Kirchen’s roots rock and roll,
and 2009 WAMA Best Jazz Recording winner Al Will-
iams. QuinTango serenades with sounds from Argen-
tina, and Russkie Musikanti will play Russian folk mu-
sic that might be heard in the village after a long day’s
work. The History of Acoustic Blues show includes au-
thentic instruments from the 1920s and 1930s and is
performed by Curtis Blues.

Entertainment

Dance the night away with the irresistible swing
dance band King Teddy plus country and honky tonk
by the Folsom Prisoners, Americana roots music by the
Grandsons, the Cajun tunes of Zydeco Crayz, and the
lively sounds of the Irish Breakfast Band.

This family-friendly event is full of activities for kids
including face painting, moon bounce, clowns doing
balloon sculptures, and interactive games. Try model
boat building and sailing for an additional fee. Kids
will also love the How-To Cowboy Joke Fest, sing-along
and rhythm instruments with Mr. Don, and more. Al-
cohol-free venues keep it fun for all ages — and chil-
dren under 12 are free.

First Night Alexandria’s New Year’s Eve midnight fi-
nale is exploding into a multimedia spectacular with
videos, lasers, music and fireworks. The  George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial will be the focus, with pyro-
technics that explode from the roof of the building! Be
sure to grab a seat on the memorial lawn for a great
view and to hear a vocal performance by the College of
William & Mary Stairwells.

First Night Alexandria’s
New Year’s Eve Bash
100 live performances include A Capella, Swing,
Argentinean Tango, Russian Folk, Cajun, Rock, and
Jazz at 17 venues throughout Old Town.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

EmploymentEmployment

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

Gymboree Play & Music, Hiring
◆ PT Play and Art Teachers ◆

Train now to begin Jan. 3rd. Chantilly, 
Burke, Alexandria. Weekday a.m. 

and/or afternoons. Art, Child Dev., or 
preschool ed. or experience preferred. 

Call  703-836-2277 for interview details, 
or read detailed ad on craigslist.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

1-5 week work program. Can continue in Spring.
Customer sales/service, flex schedules. All ages

18+, conditions apply, all majors welcome.

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& HS SENIORS

SEMESTER BREAK WORK
$17.00 Base-Appt.

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING

People

‘Sherry Party’ Tradition Celebrates 40 Years
Arminta Wood and Lucy Thomson

Fran Redmon, Arthur Peabody and
Barbara Anderson

Harlene Clayton and Betty Jo
Middleton

Arthur Peabody serves drinks to
Vola Lawson and Del Pepper at the
Sherry Party Dec. 12.

Lois Walker, Barbara Ross and
Sherry Brown

Stephanie Brown and Marian Van
Landingham

Mary Ann Weber, Sharon Labovitz, Nina Tisara, Nancy Rowe and Pam St.
Clair

Michelle Evans and Resa
O’Flaherty
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By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

I
t’s taken 40 years, but the legendary
“glass ceiling” of the annual holiday
Sherry Party was chipped away at
when a member of the opposite sex

was present at this year’s celebration.
“Arthur Peabody is the first man ever to

be allowed at a Sherry Party,” laughed Coun-
cilwoman Del Pepper, a longtime attendee
of the event. “But that’s only because he
comes with the house.”

Held for the second year in a row at the
home of Peabody and his wife, Lucy
Thomson, the Sherry Party is a tradition
started 40 years ago by some of Alexandria’s
pioneering women as an alternative to the
many all-male events taking place in the city
at that time.

“This has always been a gathering of
women who contribute to make the city
work,” said Vola Lawson, one of the origi-
nal founders of the event. “Whether it is
through politics, social services or their
churches, these women are the ‘doers’ of
the community.”

In addition to Lawson, other founders of
the event were Beverly Beidler, Doris Mela,
Beverly Steel and Jan Killelea.

“We wanted a way to come together to
recognize and celebrate what the women
of this city were doing,” said Lawson at the
Dec. 12 gathering.

More than 130 women attended this
year’s celebration, and Peabody’s role was
very limited.

“I am only allowed out of the kitchen to
serve the sherry,” Peabody laughed.

Joining Lawson in organizing this year’s
celebration were Thomson, Lois Walker,
Sherry Brown, Harlene Clayton and Marian
Van Landingham.

“These are very civil-minded women who
care about the community,” Thomson said.
“They are the real leaders of the commu-
nity.”
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Painting &
Construction

friendlypnc.yc@gmail.com

No Job Too Small or Big
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Class A Lic. VA & MD • Fully Insured & Bonded
703–425–3600

•Prof. Painting Residential/Commercial
•Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Remodeling

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

GUTTER GUTTER

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

CLEANING CLEANING

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

Firewood
Seasoned
High quality

Full & half cords
800-927-5102
Next day delivery

Landsdownlandscaping@
yahoo.com

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

FIREWOOD

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

3 RE for Rent

Avail 12/14/2010, 6mos-1 yr 
lease,714 Ft2, parking, sec 

dep, Near Old Town,
GW pkwy,airport, river, 
subway,near shopping 

center. Scenic view, sunny,
furnished, small dog 

(<35lbs). Contact 
ssuhmc@netzero.net.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

Sofa, $75, Clths Dryer, $40.
Good cond. 703-660-0846

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

LANDSDOWN TREE REMOVAL
24 HOUR 7 DAYS

Emergency Tree Removal
Tree Removal, Pruning,

Tree Hazard Assessments
Insurance Appraisals

Licensed & Insured

800-927-5102

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify an 
existing wireless telecommunications facility in 
an existing steeple located at 3737 Seminary 
Road, Alexandria, VA. Thee new antennas 
(one per sector) at a height of 99-feet and two 
radio heads per sector (6 total) will be added 
within the steeple. New equipment will be 
placed in the existing equipment compound. 
Any interested party wishing to submit com-
ments regarding the potential effects the pro-
posed facility may have on any historic property 
may do so by sending such comments to: Proj-
ect 61107414-MAT c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 
Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA 17403, or 
via telephone at 781-273-2500

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application for the collo-
cation of new antennas on the building located 
at 1101 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia. AT&T 
is publishing this notice in accordance with Fed-
eral regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, the Nation-
al Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation 36 CFR 800.
The project referenced as “Old Town” will con-
sist of the collocation of new antennas onto new 
sled mounts. In addition, two inch innerduct will 
be run from the antennas to the existing AT&T 
equipment. Parties interested in submitting com-
ments or questions regarding any potential ef-
fects of the proposed facility on Historic Proper-
ties may do so in writing by contacting Carol 
Blitz, AT&T, at 7150 Standard Drive, Hanover, 
Maryland 21076 or c/o theresa.scarlato@atcas-
sociates.com

OBITUARY

Agnes P. Nalls
Agnes Jane Parsons Nalls, 89, of Partlow, 
passed away Thursday, December 9, 2010 at 
her residence. She was a member of Del Ray 
Baptist Church.
She is survived by her son, W. Lewis Nalls and 
wife, Patricia of Midlothian; two grandchildren, 
Gynette Schnieder and Richard Nalls; six great 
grandchildren, Kierstyn, Soley, Jared, Kamryn, 
Max Joseph, and Raegan; two brothers, Donald 
and Gordon Parsons both of Rehoboth, 
Delaware numerous nieces and nephews.
A funeral service will be held at Mullins and 
Thompson Funeral Service, Spotsylvania Chap-
el on Tuesday, December 14, 2010 at 2:00 PM, 
with the family receiving friends an hour prior to 
the service. Burial will be at a later date in Ar-
lington National Cemetery.
Memorials may be made in her name to 
National MS Society, PO Box 4527, New York, 
NY 10163 or the American Cancer Society, C/O 
Trudy Clifton, 113 Tallpines Ave., Locust Grove, 
VA 22508.
Friends may offer online condolences at 
www.mullinsthompsonspotsylvania.com

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Saturday, December 18, 2010, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon thereafter as may be heard on 
the hereinafter described items.

******* 
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the tenant of the 
property located at 320 Montgomery Street in 
the City of Alexandria, Virginia to construct and 
maintain an encroachment for outdoor restau-
rant seating on Royal Street at the side of the 
building located at 320 Montgomery Street.

The proposed ordinance permits the restaurant 
located at 320 Montgomery Street to establish 
outdoor seating in the adjacent sidewalk area.

******* 
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the tenant of the 
property located at 277 South Washington 
Street in the City of Alexandria, Virginia to con-
struct and maintain an encroachment for out-
door restaurant seating at that location.

The proposed ordinance permits the restaurant 
located at 277 South Washington Street to es-
tablish outdoor seating in the adjacent sidewalk 
area.

******* 
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the tenant of the 
property located at 818 North St. Asaph Street 
(parcel address 600 Montgomery Street) in the 
City of Alexandria, Virginia to construct and 
maintain an encroachment for outdoor restau-
rant seating at that location.

The proposed ordinance permits the restaurant 
located at 818 North St. Asaph Street (parcel 
address 600 Montgomery Street) to establish 
outdoor seating in the adjacent sidewalk area.

******* 
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 2-4-180 of Article W (ALEXANDRIA GANG 
PREVENTION COMMUNITY TASK FORCE), 
Chapter 4 (COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS), Title 2 (GENERAL GOVERN-
MENT) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, 1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance updates the member-
ship of the Alexandria Gang Prevention Com-
munity Task Force from the version codified 
earlier in the year. The initial codification inad-
vertently did not capture the current member-
ship as previously amended by resolution of 
Council.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain certain 
provisions of Article G.1 (ALEXANDRI A MAR-
KETING COMMITTEE AND COORDINATING 
COUNCIL), Chapter 4 (COMMITTEES, 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS), Title 2 (GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT) of the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance amends the number of 
members of the Alexandria Marketing Commit-
tee from seven members to nine members.

******* 
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 3-3-24 (PURCHASES UNDER CONTRACT 
COMPETITIVELY ENTERED BY OTHER PUB-
LIC BODIES) of Article C (COOPERATIVE 
PROCUREMENT), Section 3-3-32 (COMPETI-
TIVE BIDDING ON STATE AID PROJECTS) of 
Division 1 (COMPETITIVE SEALED BIDDING) 
of Article D (CONTRACT FORMATION AND 
METHODS OF SOURCE SELECTION) and 
Section 3-3-62 (CONDITIONS FOR USE) of Di-
vision 2 (COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATION) of Ar-
ticle D (CONTRACT FORMATION AND METH-
ODS OF SOURCE SELECTION) all of Chapter 
3 (PURCHASES AND CONTRACTUAL SERV-
ICES) of Title 3 (FINANCE, TAXATION AND 
PROCUREMENT) of the Code of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance amends City Code 
Section 3-3-24, 3-3-32 and 3-3-62 in accord-
ance with the modifications made to Virginia 
Code Sections 2.2-4304, 2.2-4305 and 2.2-
4303.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to vacate a portion of the pub-
lic right-of-way at 3110 Mount Vernon Avenue 
(VAC No. 2009-0001).

The proposed ordinance vacates 3,562 square 
feet of the public right-of-way adjacent to 3110 
Mount Vernon Avenue, subject to restrictions on 
development of the vacated land pursuant to 
Vacation No. 2009-0001. This portion of Mount 
Vernon Avenue was dedicated to the City of 
Alexandria in 1959 for the purpose of widening 
Mount Vernon Avenue. The widening project 

had not taken place and is not expected to take 
place.

*******
AN ORDINANCE making provision for the sup-
port of the government of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, for fiscal year 2011.

The proposed ordinance appropriates funds for 
the operation of the City government in fiscal 
year 2011.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 5-4-14.1 of Chapter 4 (EROSION AND 
SEDIMENT CONTROL), Title 5 (TRANSPOR-
TATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES) 
of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance updates the Erosion 
and Sediment Control Ordinance by making a 
change to the civil penalties section as required 
by a recent change in state law.

******* 
AN ORDINANCE to authorize creation of Tier I 
Potomac Yard Metrorail Station Special Serv-
ices District, pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
15.2-2400, et seq.

The proposed ordinance authorizes and creates 
the Tier I Potomac Yard Metrorail Station Spe-
cial Services District.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMEND-
MENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO 
PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FUR-
THER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-
TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL. JACKIE M. HENDERSON, MMC, 
CITY CLERK

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Burlimann Enterprises, LLC, trading as Cafe
Nicole, 1125 Queen Street, Alexandria, VA
22314. The above establishment is applying to
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine & Wine &
Beer on premise license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages. Nicole Burlimann, Owner.

Neighborhoods

North Ridge
Tree Sale

After selecting what
might be the largest

of the cut trees
from Augusta,

W.Va., Tom Price
walks the roof of

his van in prepar-
ing to secure it for

the ride home.

Volunteer
Brendan Melley
helps Tom Price
secure the tree

to his van.
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Tree Lighting in Del Ray
The Del Ray tree lighting cer-
emony at the Del Ray Farmers
Market lot on Mount Vernon
Avenue was held Dec. 3.

LADIES SHERRY PARTY
Many years ago the late Del.

Marian Galland gave a delightful
Christmas party to thank the

women who helped her win her
last election campaign. The next
year Carolyn Hodgin had roughly
the same group of women to a
party that raised money for
Children’s Hospital. After that the

ball just kept rolling, picking up
more people as it went. Anna Dees
gave it one year. Lois Kelso Hunt
gave it with Judy Simonson, who
is now a Presbyterian minister.

BOTH THE BEVS
Beverly Beidler and Beverly

Steele gave it for many years at
the large house they had on
Timberbranch. Doris Mela gave it
one year.

SIX HOSTESSES
Sherry Brown, Harlene Clayton,

Vola Lawson, Lucy Thomson,
Marian Van Landingham and Lois
Walker gave the party this year at
the home of Arthur Peabody, the
only man at the party. He was al-
lowed to come provided he served
as a waiter. Among those present
were Councilwoman Del Pepper,
Del. Charnielle Herring, Judge
Connie Frogale and Judge Becky
Moore. Mimi Carter and Sheryl
Gorsuch of the School Board at-
tended. Libby Garvey of Arlington
was there. Archeologist Pam
Cressey, photographer Nina Tisara,
Karyn Moran, Diana Simonson
(Bev Beidler’s daughter), Rosalind
Bovey, Amoret Bunn and Diane
Charles all enjoyed the party.

CAROLERS
Shooters Hill ecumenical carol-

ers will again go around on top of
the hill on St. Stephen’s Day, Dec
26, caroling and collecting money
for Children’s Hospital.

— Lois Kelso Hunt.

Taylor Run
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

St. Agnes wrestling team finished 23rd out
of 31 teams with 59 points at the Northern
Region Classic on Dec. 11 at Fairfax High
School.

SSSAS Boys Win,
Girls Second at
Swim Meet

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes swim team
had a strong showing at the annual Tri-City
meet. The girls placed second behind Bishop
Ireton and the boys came in first, beating

both Alexandria rivals: BI and T.C. Will-
iams.

The Saints girls team continued to
show its depth with both swimmers
scoring points in most events. Top swims
of the night came from sophomore
Lizzie Beane in the 200 IM, sophomore
Marian Shaw in the 50 free, senior cap-
tain Rachel Movius in the 100 fly and
100 breast, and freshman Alison Lind-
say in the 500 free. The relays also per

BI’s Mondragon
Wins Nova Tourney

Bishop Ireton’s Elliot Mondragon
started the finals of the Northern Region
Classic in style, winning the 103-pound
championship match on Dec. 11 at
Fairfax High School. Mondragon’s title
helped the Cardinals finish ninth out of
31 teams with 100 points.

Westfield finished first with 271.5
points, followed by Fauquier (253) and
South County (168).

Sports Briefs

See Sports Briefs,  Page 33

T.C. Williams
Finishes 16th

The T.C. Williams wrestling team finished
16th with 71 points at the Northern Region
Classic on Dec. 11 at Fairfax High School.
Omar Maknassi (135 pounds) finished sec-
ond for the Titans.

SSSAS Places 23rd
Led by the second-place finish of 160-

pounder Kyle Swenson, the St. Stephen’s &

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
he T.C. Williams girls
basketball team
brought desire to
Friday’s game against

West Springfield. The Titans
brought a new head coach and a
winning record.

But T.C. forgot to bring its of-
fense.

The Titans, facing a West Spring-
field team returning most of its tal-
ent from a run to the state final
four last season, scored just 8
points in the first half and didn’t
reach double figures until 5 min-
utes, 30 seconds remained in the
third quarter en route to a 47-33
loss in their Patriot District opener
on Dec. 10.

T.C. players totaled 23 missed
layups for the Titans, who man-
aged three field goals in the game’s
first 18 minutes. Despite the offen-
sive struggles, T.C. twice pulled
within 12 in the fourth quarter but
got no closer. West Springfield
managed the comfortable victory
without the services of
Georgetown-commit Logan Battle,
who sat out with a knee injury.

“I think we came out a little slow,
nervous and we just couldn’t get
our rhythm,” senior guard Sade’
Barber said. “We didn’t come out
hard the first half and turned the
ball over way too many times.”

T.C. finished with 24 turnovers,
including 14 in the first half. The
Titans entered the game averag-
ing 53 points per game, but
couldn’t get started. Senior wing
Jasmine Norman, a college recruit
and the team’s top offensive
threat, led T.C. with eight points,
including just one in the first half.

T.C. opens Patriot
District play in a
scoring slump.

Offensively-Challenged Titans Lose to Spartans

T.C. Williams point guard Sofie Schedler dribbles against
West Springfield junior April Robinson on Dec. 10 at T.C.
Williams High School.

T.C. Williams senior Jasmine Norman grabs a rebound
against West Springfield senior Nora Osei during the
Spartans’ victory on Dec. 10 at T.C. Williams High School.

“Our go-to player only had one
point,” said first-year head coach
Kesha Walton, adding she was
unclear why the Titans struggled
offensively. “When she usually
starts scoring, everything else usu-

ally picks up.”
West Springfield assistant coach

Bill Langloh, filling in for head
coach Bill Gibson, who was deal-
ing with the death of his mother,
said T.C. showed promise.

“They’re a much-improved
team, I’ve got to give them credit,”
Langloh said. “I think they’re do-
ing things the right way. They’re
playing pretty good, aggressive
defense. They missed a lot of shots
and we didn’t block out very well.
If they make those shots, it’s a lot
closer game, especially in the first
half.”

What will it take to correct the
offensive slump, which included
not scoring for the game’s open-
ing 4 minutes?

“You’ve just got to say, ‘Next
time, I’m not going to miss that
shot,’” senior guard Rainie Summa
said. “We had the shot, we just
didn’t finish it.”

Johnee’ Lewis and Sofie
Schedler each scored six points for
T.C. April Robinson led West
Springfield with 19 points.

T.C. will travel to face
Annandale at 7:30 p.m. on Dec.
17. The Titans will get a rematch
with West Springfield on Jan. 21.
T.C. players and coaches sounded
confident they will give the Spar-
tans a better game next time
around.

“They sat down one of their best
players that was Georgetown
bound and I [still] think when we
go to their home we’ll blow them
up,” Barber said. “We missed [23]
layups … and had over 16 turn-
overs. That’s impossible.”

“We missed [23] layups … and had over
16 turnovers. That’s impossible.”

— T.C. Williams senior Sade’ Barber
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Nancy
Dunning

The Best Mom In The World
 A Eulogy for Nancy Dunning written and read by her daughter, Liz

A lot of people, I think, have moments when they imagine that they have the best mom in the world. I was lucky enough, however, to be absolutely certain
– for a long time – that I actually did. My mom was my best friend. We talked just about every day. And, anyone who knows her, knows a couple of things
about my mom, one of which was that she was more or less always right. When I was a teenager, that pissed me off sometimes. I mean, seriously, when you’re
sixteen and supposed to be going through that phase where you know everything, it puts a crimp in it to live with someone who actually does.

But, another thing that you must know if you met my mom was that she wasn’t smug about her omnipotence. Like any good superhero, my mom used her
powers for good, not evil. To make other people – not just herself – feel good and be better. She taught my brother and I how to do that, too. I hope we were
paying attention. I’m pretty sure we were.

My mom also taught me just about everything I know about optimism and joy. Those were things at which she excelled. It started, when my brother and I
were kids, with crazy names for things. I bet that you thought that playground on Old Dominion was just the Beverly Hills Co-op. Nope. It was the Super
Deluxe Playground. And, back when the Mt. Vernon school playground was that log-thing which is probably now illegal in most states, a trip to the Super
Deluxe Playground was an adventure indeed. Every day was an adventure. Whether we were sneaking food into movies when I was younger, or she was sing-
ing hilariously bad opera while she made breakfast, my mom made clear that every day had something good in it, something to be happy about. Even if it was
just that they’d just started selling Christmas Blend at Starbucks. These small events and details weren’t small – they were big. They warranted a phone call.
So did a great song on the radio. So did anything that made her smile. These were great calls to receive. Random, sometimes, but great. I mean, who doesn’t
want to know that she busted the person next to her at the last traffic light picking their nose in the car? Who didn’t want to hear her joyful voice, her laugh?
She loved to laugh and there isn’t a better feeling than making my mom laugh. Because, if you really got her going – and there are lots of ways to do this –
she’d just get to that level where she’s crying because she’s laughing so hard. That’s when you know that you’ve really won. Bonus points are given if you do
that while one of you is driving.

Her gift with joy, with optimism, gave her part of her gift with people. She had, what I jokingly called, her secret decoder ring. That was our short-hand –
and there is always short-hand – for her ability to listen, really listen, to people when they talk. And, more than that, to understand what they’re really saying
and, who they are and where they’re coming from. That’s why she wasn’t just people’s neighbor, or real estate agent, or neighborhood activist, or columnist,
she was their friend. It didn’t take much to be my mom’s friend. She didn’t make you jump a lot of hoops. Or wear overalls and a baseball cap with the same
aplomb that she did. (And thank god, because really? Who can pull off overalls and a baseball cap like my Mom? Nobody.) She wanted to learn more about
people and know more people. So she lit people up when she talked to them.

And, as a consequence, people mostly did what my Mom wanted them to do, or what she asked of them. Because her ideas were smart. They were filled
with the energy and the joy that she carried with her all the time. And they reflected an understanding and awareness of the thoughts and values of everyone
involved. So, if you did what she wanted you to do, you were also doing the right thing.

But, mostly, she wasn’t a superhero – complete with secret decoder ring – to me. She was my Mom. She was better at that than anything else. She told my
brother, and me, and my Dad that she loved us at the end of every phone conversation. That’s what our family does. And so, individually, knowing that the last
words we said to each other were, “I love you,” helps.

There wasn’t a day of my life – and there won’t be one – when I wasn’t sure that my mom loved me, that she believed in me, that she was proud of me. And
with or without a secret decoder ring, a cape, or a phone booth to change in, it truly takes a superhero to, in this crazy messed up world, love people so well
and so much. So perfectly. It takes all that to be what I have – the best mom in the world.

On December 5, 2003, Nancy Dunning was murdered in her home in Alexandria, VA. Nancy’s family, friends and co-workers have not forgotten her and celebrate her life daily.
We will not give up and believe that the person who murdered her will be caught and prosecuted.
A $100,000 reward available for the individual who comes forth with information leading to the arrest and conviction of this murderer.
 If you have any information, we urge you to please call the Alexandria Criminal Investigations Section at 703-838-4711 or e-mail them at http://alexandriava.gov/dunning.

Nancy Dunning was my friend. Thirty years ago, she envisioned Del Ray as a community full of active citizens, thriving
businesses and excellent schools. Not only did she work tirelessly over the years to help create this community, but she
inspired many of us to join in her effort.  For those of you who did not know Nancy, read this beautiful tribute written by
her daughter, Elizabeth. For those of you who did, join me in remembering her contribution to Del Ray and Alexandria.

—Jack Taylor, Alexandria Toyota
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Sports Briefs

From Page 31

formed well. The 200 medley relay of
senior captain Caroline Blair, freshman
Julia Keefe, Beane and Lindsay placed
third. The 200 free relay of Lindsay, Shaw,
freshman Natalie Revers and Movius
placed second. The 400 free relay of Blair,
Shaw, freshman Natalie Hellmann and
Movius placed third.

The Saints boys had a strong meet and
had first-place finishes in eight of 11 swim
events. The 200 medley relay started the
night off on the right foot. Junior Ferrel
Atkins, and seniors Ryan Gillooly, Conor
MacNair and Sam Teague easily out swam
their opponents. Freshman Ian Shackley
pulled ahead of his competition to win the
200 freestyle and the 500 freestyle. Senior
captain MacNair won both of his events: the
100 butterfly and 100 breaststroke. Junior
Atkins placed first in the 100 back. The 200
free relay of MacNair, Gillooly, Teague and
junior Joe Lindsay placed first as well. The
most exciting event of the evening was the
400 freestyle relay. The meet came down
to this event. The Saints relay team con-
sisting of Atkins, Shackley, freshman Kyle
Draim and Gillooly trailed going into the
final 50 yards. Gillooly, refusing to be de-
feated, pushed through the final 50 to touch
out his opponent. The points from that win
put the Saints at the top of the meet.

The Saints next meet is against Wilson
High School at 5 p.m. on Jan. 6.

TC Football Awards
The T.C. Williams football program issued

awards during its end-of-the-year banquet
on Dec. 12. Damien Benton was named
Most Valuable Player. Deontre Sanders
earned Most Valuable Defensive Player hon-
ors and Zaquan Summers was named Most
Valuable Offensive Player. Tyrell Sitton (Iron
Man Award), Will Rossi (Titan Award), Alec
Grosser (Most Improved Player), Doug
Murphy (Coach’s Award), Tevin Isley
(Coach’s Award), Jay Whitmire (Coach’s
Award) and Joe Massaquoi (Award) were

also honored.

TC/W-L
Hockey Results

Back-to-back games against Osbourn and
Lake Braddock/Marshall presented a tough
challenge to The Blue, who entered the
weekend with a record of 1-1.  Averaging
nine goals between their first two games,
The Blue knew they could keep pace offen-
sively, but the 7.5 average goals against
through the first two games was a concern.

With added emphasis on team defense,
The Blue battled a tough Osbourn team Fri-
day night. After The Blue jumped out to a
3-0 lead in the first 5 minutes, Osbourn
buckled down and clawed their way back
into the game, taking the lead 4-3 with just
over 5 minutes remaining.  But The Blue
would not be denied, as a relentless attack
during the final minutes led to the game-
tying goal by Drew Layman and Ben
Bilodeau netting the game winner less than
a minute later.  Goalie Matt Stewart played
well and The Blue – as a team – played much
better in the defensive zone with centers,
wings, and defensemen all improving on
their responsibilities in the exciting 5-4
come-from-behind victory.

The following night, junior net-minder
Grant Stewart was between the pipes as The
Blue hit the road to face Lake Braddock/
Marshall in late night contest in Ashburn.
Combining Grant Stewart’s excellent play
and the continued focus on team-defense,
The Blue stonewalled their opponents, al-
lowing a season low two goals. A short-
handed goal by Henry Rodgers got The Blue
on the board in the first period. As the game
continued along, The Blue wore down the
opposition, with a strong three-line rotation,
en route to outscoring the Lake Braddock/
Marshall 6-1 over the final two periods to
seal their third consecutive win, 7-2.

The Blue will play Friday night at 6:45
p.m. at the Kettler IcePlex above Ballston
Commons shopping center in Arlington.

Bishop Ireton’s Elliot Mondragon won the 103-pound title at the North-
ern Region Classic on Dec. 11 at Fairfax High School
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

b b
Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org
703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Christmas Eve Service
Worship & Children’s Pageant of Carols – 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just Outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 PM and 10:00 PM

St. James’
Episcopal Church

Massage Therapy, Reiki, Thai Yoga Massage
Gift certificates and appointments available

         online at bodyinbalancecenter.com

Holiday Gift Certificates!

Business

Eclectic Nature Open House Attracts Crowd

Jody Wharton finds a
fun martini glass at
Eclectic Nature’s Open
House.

Barbara Beach and Mary Jane Hall
at Eclectic Nature’s Open House.

Gay Stikeleather, Trish Boward and
Elaine Flynn at Eclectic Nature’s
Open House.

Jerri Vlasho, Alexandra Downie and Fran Hicks
find several treasures at Eclectic Nature’s
Open House.
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clectic Nature Gift & Garden Cen-
ter lives up to its name. The shop
pers who visited last week’s Open
House agreed that it is a very

eclectic assortment indeed.
Owned by Christy Beal for over eight

years, she originally carried all of her own
merchandise both inside and out. After a
couple of slow years, she invited dealers
inside to help spread the costs.

Now, in addition to the interesting mer-
chandise that Beal brings in herself, there
are several dealers who bring in their own
special collections.

Lane Palmisano is an artist whose aqua-
drenched walls show off her small luminous
oil paintings as well as Vincent Colvin’s
eclectic sea encaustic paintings.

Charlotte Corcoran, an Alexandria-based
surface designer and decorative artist, takes
delight in applying color, pattern, and other
creative embellishment to revive cast-off
furniture and home accessories.

EcoBella Cosa is a partnership between
Carol Crouse and Shay Weinblatt focused
on highlighting useful and environmentally
conscious products for home and gift.

Lynn Gillis’ passion for creating original
art, interior design and visual display all
combined with a love of gardening that re-
sulted in the invention of Garden Glass
Windows.

Other dealers include Gale Curcio, who
recently opened Curcio Classics; Becky
Menes, owner of The Vintage Cookie, who
offers a range of vintage kitchen, dining,
and party gear; and Coddy Eyre, the owner
of Yard of Pearls, whose selection includes
her handcrafted jewelry as well as vintage
one-of-a-kind items and new items that
marry the old with the new.

Eclectic Nature Gift and Garden Center
is located at 1503 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria, VA 22301. For more informa-
tion, 703-837-0500 or visit
www.engiftandgarden.com.

Christy Beal, Becky Menes and
Terry Mahoney at Eclectic Nature’s
Open House.

Joanie Stewart and Kate Goelz at
Eclectic Nature’s Open House.
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