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Former Virginia First Lady Susan
Allen, First Lady Maureen

McDonnell, Jill’s House co-founder
Brenda Solomon and Del. Barbara
Comstock (R-34) greeted guests at
the First Ladies Christmas Brunch

for Jill’s House held on Dec. 8.
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6819 Old Chesterbrook Rd, McLean $639,500
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1455 Hampton Hill Circle, McLean $708,500



McLean Connection  ❖  December 15-21, 2010  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

News

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

F
ive weeks after Matthew Shepard, a 21-
year-old gay man, was lashed to a fencepost
in Wyoming and left to die in 1998, play
wright Moisés Kaufman and his colleagues

at the Tectonic Theater Project went to Laramie and
conducted more than 200 interviews with commu-
nity members. The result was The Laramie Project,
a play chronicling the life of the town and those clos-
est to Shepard.

In 2000, The Laramie Project debuted to critical
and popular acclaim. Considered a bracing exami-
nation of the brutal murder of Shepard, and a
thought-provoking inquiry of homophobia across the
nation, the play is one of the most produced plays
by theater students in the U.S.

On the play’s 10th anniversary, Langley High
School’s Theatre Department presents its production
of The Laramie Project, directed by senior Lauren
Stewart. In the process of producing the play, the
students have explored how the issues examined by
Kaufman, such as tolerance and bigotry, apply to their
own school and community.

“I think The Laramie Project is as relevant today
as it was when it premiered,” said Stewart. “I think
its message of erasing hate is extremely important
in high school communities today. Also the play pro-
motes equality and acceptance, which is valuable for
all ages to embrace.”

STEWART said she hopes the play will spark dis-
cussion within the community, and help families talk
openly about gay marriage and homosexual rights.

Senior Jay Mamana, who plays Shepard’s father,
Dennis, said he thinks the play is “definitely a unique
production, and it’s especially poignant now with
what’s happening in all areas of human rights. I don’t
think it’s meant to be political, but this is about a
basic human rights issue.”

Much of the play is considered “found text,” be-
cause the dialogue and monologues which make The
Laramie Project are taken from interviews, news re-
ports, courtroom transcripts, and journal entries.

“The show is incredibly powerful and the fact that
the script is a compilation of quotes from actual
people make it more real than any other show I have
seen or script I have read,” Stewart said.

Stewart, who carries herself with a poise and ma-
turity beyond her years, is only the second Langley
student to direct a full-length production.

“Lauren approached me about doing this play this
summer, and I have every confidence in her ability
to do this,” said Phylliss Jaffe, Langley’s theatre arts See Play,  Page 12

chair and director. “She’s been passionate about this
play for a long time, and she’s earned the respect of
the other students with her diligence,” Jaffe said.

Both Jaffe and Stewart credit principal Matt
Ragone and assistant principal Tommy Meier with
giving the green light to produce a play that deals
with such sensitive issues.

“They both felt it was an important play, and they

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
s last February’s bliz
zard dumped more
than 40 inches on the

Washington, D.C. area, McLean
resident Henry Brixton still re-
members the uphill battle he
faced just to be able to get out
of his house.

“I remember shoveling my
driveway every few hours for a
few days, but even when my
driveway was clear, there was
nowhere to go because the
roads [in my neighborhood]
hadn’t been touched,” he said.
“Then once they came, they put
a big line of snow right at the
end of my driveway, meaning I
had to shovel myself out yet
again.”

Brixton’s story was a common
one last winter, as many re-
member not being able to get
out of their neighborhoods, and
some don’t remember ever see-
ing a snowplow. But the Vir-
ginia Department of Transpor-
tation pledges that last year’s
storm has led them to make
radical improvements.

Larry Humphries, VDOT
Transportation Operations
Manager, says that last year’s
storm helped VDOT learn their
weaknesses, and he says VDOT
has fixed them in time for this
winter, saying “that blizzard
taught us a lot.”

Last year, Fairfax Loudoun
and Prince Williams Counties

had more than 1,800 pieces of
equipment, Humphries said,
but now Fairfax has more than
1,800 by itself.

He said one of the major
problems with the snow was,
once it’s plowed, it’s hard to
dispose of that much now.

“The biggest thing in the
neighborhoods is, we had no-
where to put the stuff. If you’re
not taking it out of the subdivi-
sion, there was nowhere to put
it, and we ended up covering
yards, fire hydrants, we broke
concrete … there’s still a lot of
damage out there we have to
fix,” he said. “Once we got into
position where the snow is
freezing on us, these trucks
couldn’t  push it, it became ice
and started just bouncing over
top of it.”

Humphries told a crowd of
several dozen at a meeting at
Chesterbrook Elementary
school about the changes VDOT
was making to help clear the
snow faster and more effi-
ciently.

Additional improvements in-
clude: complete training by
VDOT for the contractors used
for plowing, rather than volun-
tary training from the contrac-
tors themselves, pre-treating
roads with a saltwater solution,
particularly bridges and ramps
which tend to freeze first and
better equipment monitoring to
determine functionality.

Humphries said the goal for

First row, from left, Katie Jones, Kathleen
Welch, Rachel Mayman, Vanessa Strahan;
second row, Cyrus Kingdom and Ryan
Poyner.
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Remembering
Matthew
Shepard
Langley High School
presents The Laramie Project
on play’s 10th anniversary.

The Laramie Project at
Langley High

Langley High School’s Theatre Department will
present The Laramie Project on Friday, Dec. 17 and
Saturday Dec. 18 at 7:30 p.m. in Langley Audito-
rium. Tickets are $8 in advance and $10 at the door.
All proceeds from the play will be donated to the
Matthew Shepard Foundation, whose goal is to
“replace hate with understanding, compassion and
acceptance.”

During opening night, Dr. Thomas Howard of the
Matthew Shepard Foundation will conduct a Q&A
with the audience following the performance.

In addition to the play, the Thespian Honor
Society is hosting a Silent Auction on Dec. 17 to
benefit the Matthew Shepard Foundation. “Many
retailers, theaters, hair salons and parents have
generously donated items and gift certificates for this
event. Come prepared to bid and buy,” said parent
Susan Stewart, who organized the auction.

Items include:
 ❖ Theater Tickets to many D.C. venues, including

The Kennedy Center, Signature Theater, Roundhouse
Theater and more

 ❖ Gift Cards to Georgetown Cupcake,
Nordstrom’s and other retailers.

 ❖ Dinner at L’Auberge Chez Francois Restaurant
 ❖ Gift Items such as a Tiffany necklace and Under

Armour gear
 ❖ Professional services, such as two hours of SAT

or ACT prep with a private college prep tutor
 ❖ Tickets to sporting events, such as Washington

Capitals and Washington Wizards games

Snow Big Deal

Larry Humphries, VDOT Transportation Operations
manager, speaks to McLean residents at Chesterbook
Elementary Thursday about improvements to VDOT’s
snow removal program in the wake of last winter’s
blizzard.

VDOT pledges improvements in
snow removal in McLean area.

See Snow,  Page 5
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News

By Donna Manz

The Connection

V
irginia First Lady
Maureen McDonnell
and former First Lady
Susan Allen joined

250 supporters and guests at the
Dec. 8 First Ladies Christmas
Brunch for Jill’s House.  The holi-
day celebration honored donors
and volunteers, as well as Jill’s
House co-founder Brenda
Solomon, whose 18-year-old
daughter Jill inspired the birth of
Jill’s House.

Jill’s House opened its doors in
October as a weekend respite fa-
cility for families of special needs
children.  A state-of-the-art facil-
ity, on property owned by McLean
Bible Church, Jill’s House was de-
signed expressly for exceptional
children aged 6 to 17 and is the
first of its kind in the nation.

“As a parent, I know how im-
portant it is to spend time with
your children,” McDonnell said.
“With special needs children, the
attention is more intense, espe-
cially when a family has other children.  These
parents can’t just leave a special needs child
with a babysitter.

“This place provides an option that these
families might never have had otherwise.”

Brenda Solomon and her husband Lon, se-
nior pastor at McLean Bible Church, had three
sons when a perfect daughter was born to them
in 1992.  At three months old, Jill suffered sei-
zures that damaged her brain.  And on Jill’s
first Thanksgiving Day, the baby suffered 19
Grand Mal seizures.  Bit by bit, the child lost
language skills until the only words she had
left were mama and daddy.

For the family, life was a challenge caring
for a child needing 24 hour a day care.   When
Jill was two-and-a-half, a stranger, Mary, con-
tacted Brenda Solomon, making arrangements
to give respite to the Solomon family.

“Respite changed our lives,” said Brenda
Solomon.  “It gave us hope.

“We built Jill’s House because we wanted to

build an exceptional place for these exceptional chil-
dren.”

To Brenda and Lon Solomon, Jill’s House extends
the gift that Mary gave to them.

“Private donors really are the backbone of mak-
ing Jill’s House happen,” said Jill’s House Presi-

dent and CEO
Cameron Doolittle.
“There’s been such a
generous outpour-
ing of support on
behalf of children
with special needs
and their families.”

While a stay at Jill’s
House costs the orga-
nization $600 per
night per participant,
Jill’s House charges
qualified children
$75 only for a one-
night stay.  The re-
spite program runs
from Friday night
through Sunday
night and children –
and their siblings –
are eligible to stay ei-
ther one night or
both.  The plan, said
Development Direc-
tor Lee Vaughn, is to
add a night of respite
per quarter in 2011.
“Our ultimate goal is
to get the whole place
going 24/7,” he said.

Among the challenges a weekday schedule pro-
duces is transportation from community schools to
Jill’s House.  Currently, Jill’s House is talking with
Kilmer Middle School and George C. Marshall, both
of which have centers for special needs students.

Sponsors of the First Ladies Christmas Brunch ab-
sorbed one hundred percent of the cost of the event.
A harpist played and church musicians sang Christ-
mas carols as waiters passed around finger snacks
and beverages.   A buffet table offered sweets and
savories.  Mostly, though, it was an opportunity for
supporters and donors to mingle and discuss the fu-
ture of Jill’s House.   Some guests came to learn more
about the ACCESS program at McLean Bible Church
and Jill’s House.  Some, like Joy Zorn, are MBC mem-
bers who volunteer with ACCESS.

“We get to see these kids as individuals with their
own personalities and strengths,” said Zorn, wife of
former Washington Redskin coach Jim Zorn, who vol-
unteers along with her 23-year-old daughter.

“These kids are amazing and so are their parents.
It makes you cry when parents come to pick up their
children.”

Jill’s House, an integrated auxiliary of McLean Bible
Church, is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit, serving children
with intellectual disabilities and their families.  The
42,000 sq. ft. facility, with lodging areas, play areas,
sensory room, indoor swimming pool, arts rooms and
gym, is located at 9011 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, adja-
cent to McLean Bible Church.  For more informa-
tion, see www.jillshouse.org or call 703-639-5660.

First Ladies Honor
Supporters of Jill’s House
Christmas Brunch
recognizes donors,
volunteers.

Co-founder of Jill’s House Brenda
Solomon spoke of the challenges
facing parents of special needs
children and the life-changing
value of respite for the children’s
caregivers.  Jill’s House was
named in honor of Solomon’s
daughter.
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“Respite changed our lives …
It gave us hope.”

— Jill’s House co-founder
Brenda Solomon

Spring Hill ES Chorus Performs at
McLean Winterfest
On Dec. 5, thirty members of the Spring Hill Chorus
sang at the McLean Winterfest Celebration. They
performed to kick off a community parade and
holiday tree lighting ceremony.  The stage was deco-
rated with poinsettias; it was located at the Virginia
Commerce Bank. Deborah Rudd is shown conducting
the students in one of their many holiday songs.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

F
ifth graders at St. Luke’s
School in McLean were rec
ognized  by Supervisor

John Foust (D-Dranesville) for
their “Treats for Troops” program,
which collected 35 boxes of items
to send to troops overseas in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The program, now in its second
year, is led by the fifth graders, but
students throughout the school
participated. They saved their Hal-
loween candy, toiletries, sundries,
boxed soup and other non-perish-
able items.

“It was an idea by our room
mother two years ago, and the stu-
dents have really gotten behind it,”

said fifth grade teacher John
Farnham. “We plan to do it every
year, as long as there are troops
overseas.”

Foust presented the students
with a certificate of appreciation
at their weekly advent assembly
Monday.

“This school already has a tre-
mendous reputation, and they
have added to it with what they’ve
done,” he said. “This is a great ser-
vice to men and women overseas,
including some that are away from
home during the holidays for the
first time.”

The boxes were shipped by the
Neighbors Program, which is a
nonprofit group that ships pack-
ages to military personnel in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Photo by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville) presented fifth-
graders at St. Luke’s with a certificate of appreciation for
their “Treats for Troops” program, which collected 35
boxes worth of items to send to troops deployed overseas
for the holidays.

Sending Treats to
the Troops
Students at St. Luke collect holiday
gifts for troops overseas.
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Open for Lunch
Tuesday-Saturday: 11:30A.M.-1:30P.M. • Sunday: 12:00P.M.-3:00P.M.

Open for Dinner
Tuesday-Friday: 5P.M.-9P.M. • Saturday: 4:30P.M.-9:30P.M.

Sunday: 12:00P.M.-7:30P.M. • Monday: Closed

703-759-3800
www.laubergechezfrancois.com

332 Springvale Road • Great Falls, Virginia 22066

L’Auberge
Chez François

L’Auberge
Chez François

Available for weddings, corporate and private parties

Introduces
Jacques’ Brasserie at L’Auberge
Tuesday through Friday evenings 5–9P.M.

Store Hours:
M-SAT 10-5

1319 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, Virginia  22101

703.790.5649

Squire Chase

7

Having your Family and Friends visit this year?

Special Rates for the
Holiday Season include:
Complimentary Shuttle Service

Hot Breakfast Buffet
Extended Checkout Times

Or contact Sales for Group Information at: 703-336-5004
Or E-mail: monikastepp@granddukehotels.com

Contact Us with Your Reservation
Reservations: 800-238-8000 • Hotel: 703-448-5400

www.staybridge.com/mcleanva

Make their stay warm and
comfortable with us at the

Staybridge Suites
McLean-Tysons Corner

News

snow plowing was to get the
roads “passable,” but said that
passable doesn’t necessarily mean
bare pavement.

“Our definition of passable is: If
you have a two-wheel drive ve-
hicle, you can pull it out of your
driveway and get it to a main route
without slipping, and without dan-
ger,” he said. “That is passable.”

Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) urged residents to
contact his office if there were is-
sues with the plowing of streets.
He recalled getting a call from a
friend who had never, not even
before the storm, had their street
plowed, and it turned out the road
was not on VDOT’s list.

“This storm brought out all the
real bad things,” he said. “We got
hundreds, and I think it’s safe to
say thousands, of calls.”

Humphries also mentioned sev-
eral things residents could do to
make the plowing easier. He said
VDOT will plow from curb to curb,
but only if possible. When people
park along the side of the road,
they can’t plow there, he said.

He urged homeowners associa-
tions to coordinate before storms
to have everyone park on one side
of the street, which will allow for
a wider path to be cleared.

“Our goal is to plow as wide as
you will allow,” he said.

Julie Ide, a staff aide in Foust’s
office also recommended that
homeowners shovel their drive-
way and deposit the snow on the
right side of the driveway, if fac-
ing the road.

“When the plow come by, they’ll
move the snow to the right of the
driveway, and if you’ve put your
snow to the left, it will just be
pushed back across the driveway,”
Ide said.

Humphries had one last request
for the community: give VDOT a
chance to show them just how well
they’ve adjusted their snow re-
moval program and procedures.

“I would like everyone to clear
your mind of that 40 inches of
snow, and just give us a chance to
show you how our program is go-
ing to work,” Humphries said.
“Help us any way you can. Any
suggestions you have, we’re will-
ing to work with you, the school
board, we’ll work with anyone to
make this thing better. We‘re not
going to be perfect, but I think
you‘re going to see major improve-
ments.”

From Page 3

Snow
Removal
Discussed
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By David Siegel

C
old and blustery it is outside. So, do head
off to 1st Stage in Tysons Corner for an
affectionate, comfy rendering of the
world’s longest running theatrical show,

Agatha Christie’s 1952 mystery who-dunnit, “The
Mousetrap.” You will find enjoying a satisfying evening
trying to solve the puzzle whether you already know
the outcome or are partaking for a first time.

Director Jessica Lefkow has created an evening for
audiences to “perk up…and enjoy.” The mystery set-
up is straight forward, but with delightful complica-
tions as a newly married English couple opens a guest
house in an old country manor. A major snow storm
closes in on them and their expected and unexpected
guests. A crackling radio reports news of the murder
of a woman in a nearby town. A policeman arrives,
on skis no less, to investigate and hunt down the
killer. It seems that every one of the guests and even
the owners have some darkness made visible with
possibly a connection to the murder victim.

The eight-member cast is solid, performing espe-
cially well as an ensemble. Standouts include
Suzanne Richard as the overbearing older Mrs. Boyle
showing absolute distain for all others with the flip
of a hand and arch of an eyebrow. Jennifer Weinreich
is a cheery new bride, a fluffer of pillows who putters
serenely but with a deep well of emotions that ap-

pear over time. John Stange is her somewhat conde-
scending husband who can boil over at mere trifles.

Joining them are a stiff bearing, ram-rod Major
(Patrick Smith) and a very taut, unbending investi-
gating sergeant (Arden Moscati). Less enjoyable are
characters that perhaps as written would be consid-
ered naughty arch-types played a bit too fey by Karl
Bittner, a bit too hard by Abby Wood and a bit too
inscrutable by Luke Tudball.

The uncredited detailed set is a joy with high paneled
walls resplendent with doors, niches and alcoves. Large
windows show signs of the winter storm. Jennifer M.
Allevato’s costumes are muted grey and brown tones
with hints of color giving some characters pizzazz.

Listening to some in the audience as the lights went
up, it was apparent they had not guessed who did it.
Go see for yourself. Promise not to tell who did it.

Performances are 8 p.m. Fridays, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Saturdays, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sundays through Jan. 9.
Information at www.1stStageTysons.org. 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner.

Patrick Smith (far left), Jennifer
Weinreich (left), Karl Bittner, Abby
Wood, Luke Tudball (right), and Arden
Moscati (far right) in the 1st Stage
production of ‘The Mousetrap.’

Delightful Mystery
‘The Mousetrap’
at the 1st Stage.

Theatre Review
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The Board of Directors at McLean
Project for the Arts elected five new
board members and new officers.
New members are Howard Forman,
Charlotte Cameron Marshall, Ed
Shahin, Margi Vanderhye, and Joe
Wetzel. Karen DuVal was elected
Chair; Bill DuBose, Vice-Chair; Karin
M. Gifuni, Secretary; and Nyka Jas-
per Feldman, Treasurer.

MPA is a non-profit visual arts cen-
ter founded in 1962. Its mission is to
exhibit the work of emerging and
established artists from the mid-At-
lantic region; to promote public
awareness and understanding of the

concepts of contemporary art; and to
offer instruction and education in the
visual arts.

MPA/Corcoran, an educational
partnership, offers art classes for
children and adults taught by in-
structors from the Corcoran College
of Art and Design. MPA also presents
the Art Reach program for area
schools, gallery talks, MPAartfest
and day trips to area museums and
galleries.

McLean Project for the Arts is lo-
cated at 1234 Ingleside Ave. in the
McLean Community Center;
www.mpaart.org.

New MPA Board officers Nyka Jasper Feldman (Trea-
surer), Karen DuVal (Chair), and Bill DuBose (Vice-
Chair). Not pictured is Karin M. Gifuni (Secretary).

MPA Elects New Board
Members, Officers
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Potomac

Best Wishes
For The Holidays
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T
he holiday season offers many op
portunities to count our blessings
and give something back to those
who enrich our lives. In the pro-

cess, we may realize that we’ve been taking
for granted something, or someone, very dear
to us. I suspect nature often falls into that cat-
egory.

From rivers winding through forests
to oyster reefs rising from coastal bays,
our ecosystems provide us with clean
water, fertile soils, food, fuel, beauty,
flood control, storm protection and many other
benefits. So this year, I encourage you to join
me in showing your appreciation for all that
nature does to enhance and sustain our lives.

In the Washington, D.C., metropolitan re-
gion, whether a faucet runs in the White House
or in your house, that water almost certainly
comes from the Potomac River. When you fill
your coffeepot before breakfast or your chil-
dren wash their hands before dinner, you are
among more than 4 million other people in
our area who depend on the Potomac River

for water.
In addition to household water, the Potomac

provides many other natural services. It cre-
ates habitat for fish and wildlife, offers oppor-
tunities for recreation and tourism, supplies
water for irrigation, absorbs wastewater gen-
erated by communities, and supports industry

and economic development.
And if we extend our view to take in

the whole Potomac watershed, includ-
ing tributary streams such as Turkey
Run and Cabin John Creek, then we

see the critical roles that forests play. While
some forest benefits are obvious — wildlife
habitat, recreation, wood products and forestry
jobs — services such as preventing erosion and
filtering runoff often go unnoticed.

Now here’s the clincher. Nature’s services are
absolutely free.

But perhaps that fact has been part of their
undoing. Many natural systems around the
world, from tropical coral reefs to our own
Chesapeake Bay, are seriously degraded. This
reality begs a question: If humans can’t put a

price tag on it, do we really value it?
Even professional conservationists some-

times struggle to describe all the benefits we
derive from nature, much less determine an
economic value. But scientists from The Na-
ture Conservancy are working with conserva-
tion and university partners to do both through
our Natural Capital Project. In the near future,
we will offer practical tools for factoring natu-
ral systems into decisions about how humans
interact with our world.

This we already know for certain: Nature is
the life-support system for every animal, plant
and person on Earth. So for all that nature has
given to you in 2010, I hope you’ll consider
giving something back. One way you can show
your appreciation is to be a good neighbor to
the Potomac River. To find practical tips for
protecting water quality, visit our website and
download our guide to river-friendly living, the
Good Neighbor Handbook: www.nature.org or
w w w. n a t u r e . o r g / w h e r e w e w o r k /
northamerica/states/maryland/f i les/
goodneighborhndbk_web.pdf

—  Michael L. Lipford

Michael Lipford is Virginia executive director
of The Nature Conservancy

Counting Your Blessings?
Don’t Forget Nature
Free gifts to all in Northern Virginia from nature
include drinking water from the Potomac River.

Guest

Editorial

By Margaret

Vanderhye

T
he number one
priority issue
for Northern

Virginia has been and
continues to be the criti-
cal shortfall in transpor-
tation funding. In his
first year in office, Gov-
ernor Bob McDonnell fulfilled his
campaign promise to reopen rest
stops on Virginia highways. His
audits of VDOT commendably
identified funds that were not be-
ing applied to projects as effi-
ciently as they could be. He estab-
lished operations to streamline the
delivery of services and public pri-
vate partnership opportunities.
McDonnell also made a categori-
cal pledge that he would not raise
taxes during his term.

These proposals involved better
use of existing revenues and pro-
grams. The Governor also invested
considerable time and political
capital promoting the flawed ideas
that if only we could privatize li-
quor stores and drill for oil off-
shore, our transportation funding
picture would be significantly im-
proved. His recently announced $4

billion Transportation
Plan relies largely on
debt to provide funds
for projects. Repaying
the debt will make the
current $1 billion an-
nual transportation
funding “hole” even
deeper by 2013. In Rich-
mond, this is called
“kicking the can down

the road” because the bill for these
policies will come due after the
current Administration departs.
The project list in his Plan includes
the I95-395 HOT lanes in north-
ern Virginia among the number of
statewide improvements. The
Governor promises more details
before the legislature convenes in
January, but the bottom line is this:
our short term transportation
gains will be offset by the lack of
sustainable revenue behind them.

Other elements of the Plan in-
clude a Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Bank that draws on General
Fund revenue to sustain it. The
Plan relies on the expectation that
the federal government will ap-
prove tolling on I-95, and that the
revenue from future tolls will be
more substantial than audits sug-
gest is likely. The Governor seeks

to double the current annual sales
of transportation bonds from leg-
islation passed in 2007, without
specifying how bond payments
will be financed. The GARVEE
bonds he identifies as a main com-
ponent of the Plan rely on future
anticipated federal highway funds
to repay investors. His call to pass
a constitutional amendment to
permanently protect the Common-
wealth Transportation Fund from
transfers to the General Fund is a
perennial favorite bill that always
generates wide bipartisan support
in the House. It fails each year
because the Senate wants the lock
box to work both ways.

Governor McDonnell is right to
assert that “right now is the best
opportunity to get roads built in
modern Virginia history.” Contrac-
tors are hungry for work and con-
struction materials are priced be-
low previous market levels. Vir-
ginia has a long and proud tradi-
tion of fiscal prudence. We take
our Triple A bond rating and our
reputation as a well-managed
state very seriously. The successes
from the current $4 billion plan
will be undermined by the lack of
dedicated, sufficient and sustain-
able new revenues to address our

annual $1 billion transportation
funding shortfalls. The Governor
knows this to be true. But the ru-
ral House leadership has dictated
the terms for funding proposals for
a decade, and they continue to call
the shots today. With state level
elections, redistricting and a rest-
less Tea Party heading for Virginia
in 2011, the chance is almost non-
existent for passing funding legis-
lation with the kind of ongoing
revenue stream we need.

Without it, our transportation
problems will continue to get
worse no matter how much we tell
ourselves that we are efficient, cre-
ative, optimistic, and business
friendly about infrastructure. By
2013 when we elect a new gover-
nor, all Virginians, regardless of
party affiliation or label will be
carrying more debt. We will be
scrambling to protect general fund
programs even if the economy
improves. And we will still be sit-
ting in traffic, wondering how we
got to this point and dismayed that
no one has the courage to do
something about it.

Margaret Vanderhye, of
McLean, is a former Virginia state
delegate (D-34).

Kicking the Can Down the Road
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Pear Tree Cottage
130 Maple Avenue East, Vienna, VA 22180 • 703-938-1331

ThePearTreeCottage.com • Closed Mondays & Tuesdays•Wed.-Sat.: 10-5•Sun.: 12-4

Let the holidays sparkle
with exquisite and
distinctive gifts, Celebrate the wonder
of the season & delight your favorite

hostess, family and friends.

We have traditional, glamorous and fun holiday decorations (as seen
in the Washington Post). We also offer in-home holiday decorating

services, fresh custom wreaths, topiaries and amaryllis.

Shipments arriving weekly!

“One of the best shops
in the DC region”

–Washingtonian
Magazine

Regency Salon
703-448-7790

Certified Brazilian Blowout Salon
1800 Old Meadow Rd, McLean, 22102

Full Highlight + Haircut $129
includes blow-dry and styling

$199Brazilian Blowout
formaldehyde-free
keratin smoothing treatment

LEATHER
ACCESSORIES

703-759-3735
www.Paulsleather.com

9903 Georgetown Pike
Great Falls, VA 22066

On the Move

 Business
Collection

On Thursday, Dec. 2, Kirsten
Baier of the American Heart Asso-
ciation awarded a plaque to
Churchill Road Elementary for its
fundraising efforts.  Churchill was
the top school in the state of Vir-
ginia for the American Heart
Association’s 2010 Jump Rope and
Hoops for Heart Campaign.  CRS
was fourth in the region, and 32nd

nationwide. The top fundraisers in
each grade include:  Brian
Feinstein, Matthew Feinstein,
Annie Blair, Laura Johnston, and
Isabel Cooper for their efforts in
the fight against heart disease.
The CRS alumni and current 7th
graders, Maggie Kelley and Zach
Yazdani, were also among the top
fundraisers in the school last year.

Photo by Kim Moran

Pictured is CRS Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart co-
sponsor (and PE teacher) Jordan Craig-Kuhn, the top
Churchill Road student fundraisers, Brian Feinstein,
Matthew Feinstein, Annie Blair, Laura Johnston, and
Isabelle Cooper, American Heart Association representa-
tive Kirsten Baier, and co-sponsor and PE teacher Jason
Mastaler.

American Heart Association
Recognizes Churchill Road ES
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Over 20 Years of Experience

703-354-4333 • www.metrogutter.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Financing Available

Serving
VA, MD & DC

Services Provided:
• Gutter Cleaning, Repair

& Replacement

• Chimney Cleaning,
Repair & Replacement

• Exterior Carpentry

• Aluminum Wrapping
• Pressure Washing

* Roofing/Siding Repair
& Replacement

* Window Replacement
* Solar Thermal

(Hot Water)
* Solar Electric (PV)
* Weatherization,

Insulation & More

UP TO $500 OFF
ANY INSTALLATION

Take 15% OFF up to $500
Total Discount

Let Us Help You
Maintain
& Protect

Your Home!

FREE ENERGY AUDIT
& 10% DISCOUNT

UP TO $300
With Complete Roof, Siding,

and/or Window Replacement.

*Eligible for energy tax credits & rebates

132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill

Live Entertainment
Wed thru Sat

Office
Parties

Welcome 703-281-0070

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER
3 Course Dinner

Champagne with Dessert
6pm - 11pm

$65
Reservations Highly Recommended

Gift
Certificates
Available

Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 26 YearsServing Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 26 Years
NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER

3 Course Dinner
Champagne with Dessert

6pm - 11pm
$65

Reservations Highly Recommended

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Poinsettias
All Colors ~ New Varieties

Fraser Fir
Cut Premium Quality Christmas Trees

4’-11’

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
FREE Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates

25% Off
New Bonsai Dishes

Bonsai & Orchids

Sunday–Thursday 8:30 - 5:30
Friday-Saturday 8:30 - 7:00

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com  for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

ATLANTA & JEKYLL ISLAND, Feb.  20-26 .......................................$799
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  6-Nights Hotel with Daily
Breakfast and 4 Dinners, Daily Sightseeing. Call for an Itinerary.

NYC BROADWAY to see “Memphis”, March 1-3.................................$579
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  2-Nights Novotel in Manhattan
in Theatre District, Orchestra Seats to “Memphis” & a 4 hour tour of Brooklyn.

SAVANNA FOR ST. PAT’S DAY, March 15-18...............................$899
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  3-Nights Hotel in Historic
District, Sightseeing, Daily Breakfast, 2 Dinners, 1 Brunch, 1 Lunch, Reserved
Seating at the Parade, Tybee Island Boat Ride.

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/DEC. 16
Mclean High School Orchestra’s

Winter Concert. 7 p.m. in the
Auditorium at McLean High School,
1633 Davidson Road, McLean. The
concert will feature Tchaikovsky’s
Nutcracker Suite and other holiday
and classical favorites.
elizabeth@tlstrategies.com.

Sesame Street Live: Elmo’s
Healthy Heroes. 7 p.m. George
Mason University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Tickets $15-
$28, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. Accessible seating is available
for patrons with disabilities at 703-
993-3035.
www.sesamestreetlive.com.

Decenbersongs with Dan Navarro,
Amy Speace, Sally Barris and
Jon Vezner. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

Book Discussion. 7:30 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Call for title. Adults. 703-
757-8560

Langley High School Choral
Department Winter Concert.
7:30 p.m. in the LHS auditorium,
6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean.
Schubert’s Mass in G with student
soloists and a professional string
quartet, the Madrigal choir singing a
capella Renaissance holiday music
and more. Free admission, open to
the public. 703-404-5502 or
gendellc@aol.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 17
“The Laramie Project.” 7:30 p.m.

Langley High School Auditorium,
6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean. A
play about the reaction to the 1998
murder of University of Wyoming
student Matthew Shepard. All
proceeds from ticket sales and a silent
auction will be donated to the
Matthew Shepard Foundation.

Sesame Street Live: Elmo’s
Healthy Heroes. 10:30 a.m. and 7
p.m. George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets $15-$28, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. Accessible seating is available
for patrons with disabilities at 703-
993-3035.
www.sesamestreetlive.com.

Bill Kirchen’s Honky Tonk Holiday
Show. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

Agatha Christie’s “The
Mousetrap”. 8 p.m. at 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. $25 adults, $15 students.
www.1ststagetysons.org/mousetrap
or 703-854-1856.

2010 Graduating Artist Showcase.
6-9 p.m. George Mason University Art
and Design Building, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. Fall 2010 Senior
Exhibition Reception. Exhibits of over
60 graduating artists including
paintings, sculpture, animation,
graphic design, drawing and more.
Live music and refreshments
available. Free admission. 703-993-
8898 or hmillera@gmu.edu.

The Brothers Grimm
Spectaculation. 7:30 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. Comedy
in the style of Monty Python. $5-$8.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Vienna Arts Society Reception. 6:30
p.m. at the Vienna Art Center, 115
Pleasant St. N.W., Vienna. Works by
local artists selected to display their
pieces in Delegate Mark Keam’s
Capitol Office. Free admission, open
to the public. 703-319-3971 or
www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 18
“The Laramie Project.” 7:30 p.m.

Langley High School Auditorium,
6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean. A
play about the reaction to the 1998
murder of University of Wyoming
student Matthew Shepard. All
proceeds from ticket sales and a silent
auction will be donated to the
Matthew Shepard Foundation.

Sesame Street Live: Elmo’s
Healthy Heroes. 10:30 a.m. and 2
p.m. George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets $15-$28, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. Accessible seating is available
for patrons with disabilities at 703-
993-3035.
www.sesamestreetlive.com.

4th Annual Rocknoceros Holiday
Singalong with The Barbershop
Quartet. 10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Vienna Boys Choir. 8 p.m. at George
Mason University Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Holiday
music from Gregorian chant to
favorite Christmas carols. $24-$48,
youth through grade 12 half price.
888-945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

Agatha Christie’s “The
Mousetrap”. 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students. www.1ststagetysons.org/
mousetrap or 703-854-1856.

Vienna Choral Society Concert. 4
p.m. at the Vienna Baptist Church,
541 Marshall Road, Vienna. Celebrate
the season with favorite and familiar
holiday songs at “Come in from the
Cold: A Fireside Concert.” Adults $20,
students and seniors $15, family $35.
703-255-5508 or
www.viennachoralsociety.org.

The Brothers Grimm
Spectaculation. 7:30 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. Comedy
in the style of Monty Python. $5-$8.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Meltdown Dance Party with DJ
Lova, DJ Nick@Nite and
Beetkeepers. 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

Colvin Run Schoolhouse Holiday
Dance. 10201 Colvin Run Road,
Great Falls. Bosa Nova lesson at 8
p.m. and music by The Family Band
from 9-11:30 p.m. All are welcome.
Lesson $5, dance $12 per person.
Sodas and snacks available for
purchase. 703-705-2003 or
www.colvinrun.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 19
Old Firehouse Teen Center Dance:

Winter Ball. 1440 Chain Bridge
Road, McLean. Friday night dance for
7th-8th graders. Semi-formal.
www.mcleancenter.org.

Glorious Sounds of Christmas. 4
p.m. and 7 p.m. Vienna Presbyterian
Church, 124 NE Park St., Vienna.
Choirs, orchestra and bells perform
Christmas music. Free. 703-778-9422.

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department
Bingo. 7 p.m. at the VVFD, 400
Center St. South, Vienna. Games held
every Sunday in the Flame Room.
www.vvfd.org.

Breakfast With Santa. 9:30 a.m.

McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Breakfast,
live entertainment, crafts, photos with
Santa and more. $15 per person, $10
McLean district residents, age 2 and
under free. Space limited and
registration is required, no walk-ins.
www.mcleancenter.org.

Sesame Street Live: Elmo’s
Healthy Heroes. 1:30 p.m. and 4
p.m. George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets $15-$28, available at

www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. Accessible seating is available
for patrons with disabilities at 703-
993-3035.
www.sesamestreetlive.com.

Vienna Boys Choir. 4 p.m. at George
Mason University Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Holiday
music from Gregorian chant to
favorite Christmas carols. $24-$48,
youth through grade 12 half price.
888-945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

Agatha Christie’s “The

Mousetrap”. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students. www.1ststagetysons.org/
mousetrap or 703-854-1856.

Live Nativity. Great Falls United
Methodist Church, 10100 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Beginning at 6 p.m.
with three repeating 20-minute acts.
703-759-5949 or 703-759-3705

Theatre IV Presents “The Tailor of
Gloucester.” 3 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. A
musical version of Beatrix Potter’s
classic tale. Appropriate for age 4 and
up. $8-$12.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

My Favorite Highway’s Finale. 6:30
p.m. and 9 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

MONDAY/DEC. 20
V.I.P. Vienna. 10 a.m. Patrick Henry

Library, 101 Maple Ave. East, Vienna.
Support group for visually impaired
persons. Adults. 703-938-0405.

TUESDAY/DEC. 21
Bliss FM, JUSTi and Ced Hughes. 8

p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 22
Todd Wright’s 8th Annual

Christmas Spectacular
(acoustic). 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 23
Santa Jam Benefit Concert. State

Theatre, 220 N. Washington St., Falls

Church. To raise money for Northern
Virginia’s Doorways Women and
Families Shelter and non-profit ‘Music
to Give’. Featuring Tommy Lepson,
Soul Gravity and Linwood Taylor.
$10. An unwrapped child’s Christmas
gift also suggested. Purchase tickets at
www.thestatetheatre.com.

Todd Wright’s 8th Annual
Christmas Spectacular. 8 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 24
Good For The Jews: Putting The

Ha! In Hanaukkah Tour with
Rob Tannenbaum and David
Fagin. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

SUNDAY/DEC. 26
Vienna Volunteer Fire Department

Bingo. 7 p.m. at the VVFD, 400
Center St. South, Vienna. Games held
every Sunday in the Flame Room.
www.vvfd.org.

Agatha Christie’s “The
Mousetrap”. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students. www.1ststagetysons.org/
mousetrap or 703-854-1856.

Poor Man’s Lobster, Funkmnkyz
and The Arctic Groove. 7:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

MONDAY/DEC. 27
 Movie Matinee. 11:30 a.m. Great Falls

Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Short movies based on popular
children’s books. Bring a lunch and
have a picnic. Age 2-3 with adult.
703-757-8560

Entertainment

The Langley High School Choral Department Winter Con-
cert will be Thursday, Dec. 16 at 7:30 p.m. in the LHS
auditorium, 6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean. The concert
will feature Schubert’s Mass in G with student soloists and
accompanied by a professional string quartet. The Madri-
gal choir will perform Renaissance period holiday music
sung in the traditional a capella style. All of the Langley
choirs will perform holiday favorites that mix traditional
and jazz arrangements. Free admission, open to the pub-
lic. 703-404-5502 or gendellc@aol.com.
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Call for reservations
703-790-5164

Cocktails
Major Credit Cards

6627 Old Dominion Drive • McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall

A Real
French Bistro
in the Heart
of McLean
Since 1981

Open for Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve

See us at www.cafetatti.com

From Page 3

News

were very supportive. I’ve got-
ten amazing positive responses
from people outside the commu-
nity who are anxious to see it,”
Jaffe said.

Una Higgins, president of Saxon
Stage on Cue, the booster group
of Langley parents dedicated to
supporting theatre arts, said the
organization is very supportive of
the project. “We are delighted to
support this student-directed
project and to promote the mes-
sage it embraces, ‘Erase Hate.’ In
light of recent events in the na-
tional news, the themes of this
transformative play are timely and
expose a complex issue—intoler-
ance,” Higgins said.

Shepard’s murder triggered a
flood of media coverage and reac-
tion from activists, celebrities and
many lawmakers. A 1998 Time
magazine cover story called the
murder “society’s wakeup call …
to prevent homophobia and hate
crimes,” and noted that three days
after Shepard died, so many mem-
bers of Congress showed up to
voice their grief and anger at a
candlelight vigil on the steps of the
Capitol that then-House minority
leader Dick Gephardt had time
only to read their names.

Stewart is aware of the irony of
producing the play in the wake of
recent hate crimes against gays,
gay teen suicides and the political
controversy swirling around the
effort to end the military’s “don’t
ask, don’t tell” policy.

“We didn’t plan it this way, but
the timing is important, because I
think people have stopped talking
about the incident,” Stewart said.

HER INTEREST in the play and
its themes has grown since she first
saw The Laramie Project when she
was a sophomore.

“This is the issue I’m most pas-
sionate about. Everyone should be
treated equally, and be able to get
married. This summer, I read Mat-
thew Shepard’s mother’s book. It
gave me a more well-rounded ver-
sion of Matt and his family’s
struggle. The ultimate goal for me
is that the play will open some
minds,” she said.

Caroline Callahan, a junior at
Langley who plays Shepard’s
friend Romaine Patterson, said the play has made
her more aware of issues such as homophobia. “My
hope,” Callahan said, “is that people realize how
hurtful words can be…If you’re walking around say-
ing ‘you’re so gay’ now, what will you be like in 20
years when your hatred grows?” Callahan asked.

Stewart said one of the most affecting scenes in
The Laramie Project occurs when Callahan - portray-
ing Patterson - shows up at the courthouse in a flow-
ing white angel costume with 10-foot wings.

Patterson and other “angels”
are there to counter the neon
hate signs by preacher and
anti-gay activist Fred Phelps.
They use their “wings” to
block Phelps’ signs from the
view of passersby.

Stewart said she hopes the
audience is also moved by
one of the final scenes, when
Mamana, as Matthew’s father
Dennis Shepard, addresses
his son’s murderers during
the death-penalty phase of
the trial. The monologue is
one of the play’s most famous
scenes.

“I would like nothing bet-
ter than to see you die, Mr.

McKinney. However, this is the time to begin
the healing process. To show mercy to some-
one who refused to show any mercy. Mr.
McKinney, I am going to grant you life. You
robbed me of something very precious and I
will never forgive you for that. Mr. McKinney,
I give you life in the memory of one who no
longer lives. May you have a long life and may
you thank Matthew every day for it.”

“That scene still makes me cry,” Stewart said.

Play Aims to ‘Erase Hate’

Romaine with her three angels (from left) Taylor
Goodson, Kathleen Welch, Vanessa Strahan and Caroline
Callahan in black.

Lauren Stewart

The ultimate goal
for me is that the
play will open some
minds.”

— Director Lauren Stewart
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Send Your Photos
& Stories Now to

Be sure to include your name,
address and phone number, and

identify all people and pets in photos.
Submission deadline is January 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection

in February
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By Mike Potashnik and

Don Winkler

International Wine Review

T
he Holidays are the
time for Champagne
and sparkling wine
and what incredible

choices. In France alone there is
Champagne, of course, but also
another 38 regions producing
sparkling wines in the Loire, Bur-
gundy, Alsace and elsewhere. Italy
makes Prosecco and Asti
Spumante. Spain produces Cava.
In the US, excellent sparkling
wines are made in California, New
Mexico, and Virginia. Canada even
makes really exotic sparkling
icewine. And we’ve tasted excel-
lent sparklers from Australia, New
Zealand, Greece, and South Africa.

We’ve selected what we think
are sparklers of excellent value
and then organized our recom-
mendations by price level: Inex-
pensive (around $10), Moderately
Priced (under $30), and Luxury
Cuvées (above $30). We’ve limited
our recommendations to mostly,
very dry Bruts, and included some
rosé sparklers.

INEXPENSIVE. We suggest you
stick to Spanish Cavas, Italian
Prosecco and Asti, and American
Sparklers. Many of these wines are
non-vintage or produced in a way
that minimizes year-to-year varia-
tions in quality. Most have a lovely
mousse with good fruit flavors and
are lively and crisp. Some widely
distributed Cavas we recommend
are Conde de Subirats NV
Brut Cava ($13), U Mes u Fan
Tres NV 1+1+3 ($16) and the
Cristalino Brut Cava ($9). Ital-
ian Prosecco is made from the
Prosecco grape grown just north
of Venice. We recommend Bisol,
Canella and Zardetto. Asti comes from the Pied-
mont, and we like those spritzy wines made by
Cinzano Moscato d’Asti.

Finally, if you wish to buy American, we would
especially recommend the sparkling wines of Gruet,
which come from, of all places, New Mexico! Look
for the Gruet Demi-Sec ($14) if you prefer an off-
dry wine.

MODERATELY PRICED. Since there is such an
abundance of moderately priced sparkling wines
from all over the world, we limit our recommenda-
tions to those you may not know. As with inexpen-
sive sparklers, the vintage date isn’t important on
most of these wines. We recently returned from Aus-
tria and found some excellent Champagne-style

Holiday Champagne
and Sparkling Wine
From $10 to $85,
some excellent
suggestions for
the holidays.

Mike Patashnik and Don Winkler of International Wine
Review recommend champagne and sparkling wine for
holiday season.

See Sparkling,  Page 18

Holiday

Where to Shop
BALDUCCI’S
6655 Old Dominion Drive, McLean VA

22101, 703-448-3828
www.balduccis.com

CECILES FINEWINE
1351 Chain Bridge Road, McLean,

703-356-6500
www.finewine.com

THE VINEYARD OF VIRGINIA
1445 Laughlin Avenue, McLean,

703-288-2970
www.thevineyardva.com

TOTAL WINE & MORE
www.totalwine.com
McLean Shopping Center,1451 Chain

Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101,
703.749.0011

MAISON DU VIN
756 Walker Road #C, Great Falls

703-759-9880
www.maison-duvin.com

CLASSIC WINES OF GREAT FALLS
9912-C Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA

22066 (703-759-0430
http://classicwinesgreatfalls.com/

CHURCH ST. CELLAR
111 Church Street, Suite 103, Vienna,

703-255-0550
churchstcellars.wordpress.com

VIENNA VINTNER
233 Maple Ave. East, Vienna,

703-242-9463

NORM’S BEER & WINE,
136 Branch Road, SE,
Vienna, 703.242.0100

OUT OF SITE WINES,
214 Dominion Road, NE,
Vienna, 703.319.9463

THE WINE CABINET
1416 North Point Villag, Reston, 703-

668-9463
www.thewinecabinet.com

THE WINE SELLER & VINEYARD TABLE
304 Elden Stree, Herndo, 703-471-9649

www.thewineseller.com

ASHBURN WINE SHOP
44050 Ashburn Shopping Plaza, Ashburn

VA 2014, 703-723-7375
www.ashburnwineshop.com

WINESMITH
43670 Greenway Corporate Drive,

Ashburn VA 20147, 703-729-2970
www.winesmithonline.com

LEESBURG VINTNER
29 South King Street, Leesburg,

703-777-3322
www.leesburgvintner.com

HOW TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION

Calendar Listings
The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of
Upcoming Events every week. While we cannot guarantee
that every event we receive information about will be
listed, here is the information we need for your upcoming
event to be considered for the Calendar. We welcome
photographs of similar events held previously, which
sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:
Day of the Week, Date and Time:
Name of the Place Event will Be Held:
Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:
Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least
two weeks before your event. Clear photographs from
similar previous events are always welcome.
All events should be open to the public. We give
first priority to free events. E-mail listings to:

mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
or mail to:
Calendar, Connection Newspapers
1606 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314.

For more information, call 703-778-9410.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T  Mobility,  LLC is  proposing  to  modify  an  existing wireless 
telecommunications installation on an existing building located at 
2425 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA. Three panel antennas will be 
mounted at a centerline height of 85 feet above ground level. Sup-
port  equipment  will  be  placed  in  an  existing rooftop shelter. Any 
interested party wishing to submit comments regarding the potential 
effects the proposed facility may have on any historic property may 
do so by sending such comments to: Project 61107461-LLM c/o EBI 
Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA 17403, or via 
telephone at 215-908-9207.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T  Mobility,  LLC is  proposing  to  modify  an  existing wireless 
telecommunications installation on an existing building located at 
2425 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA. Three panel antennas will be 
mounted at a centerline height of 85 feet above ground level. Sup-
port  equipment  will  be  placed  in  an  existing rooftop shelter. Any 
interested party wishing to submit comments regarding the potential 
effects the proposed facility may have on any historic property may 
do so by sending such comments to: Project 61107461-LLM c/o EBI 
Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA 17403, or via 
telephone at 215-908-9207.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application to modify an existing wire-
less communications facility at 1125 Patrick Henry Drive, Ar-
lington, Arlington County, Virginia 22205. AT&T is publishing 
this notice in accordance with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 
et seq, the National Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project ref-
erenced as “Kentucky Drive” will consist of the collocation of 
three new Kathrein LTE antennas on existing stealth mounts 
within the steeple and the installation of equipment in the AT&T 
equipment room. Parties interested in submitting comments or 
questions regarding any potential effects of the proposed facili-
ty on Historic Properties may do so in writing by contacting 
Carol Blitz, AT&T, at 12900 Park Plaza Drive, Cerritos, Califor-
nia 90703 or c/o theresa.scarlato@atcassociates.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application to collocate cellular tele-
communications antennas and install new equipment at 2650 
Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, Virginia 22202. AT&T is 
publishing this notice in accordance with Federal regulation 
37CFR1.1301 et seq, the National Environmental Policy Act 
and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 36 CFR 
800. The project referenced as “National Airport” will consist of 
the collocation of antennas on existing mounts on the building 
roof and equipment in the building garage. Parties interested in 
submitting comments or questions regarding any potential ef-
fects of the proposed facility on Historic Properties may do so 
in writing by contacting Carolyn Mitchell, AT&T, at 7150 Stand-
ard Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o 
theresa.scarlato@atcassociates.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Peace of Mind is What You Deserve
SAN THOMAS

(703) 772-8362
•Personal Drivers Services (www.santhomas.net)
•House Watching Service (Law Enforcement Officers)

109 Prof. Services 109 Prof. Services

AuPairCare
Affordable live-in childcare! AuPairCare provides 
quality:
• Screened, international au pairs. 

Approximately $340/wk for 45 hours
• Families can have an in-home childcare. 

Infant specialized program
• Available. Save $350 by using promo 

code RMZEROAPP, call 800-4-AuPair.
* www.aupaircare.com

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Accounting/General Office

Established Property Management firm in 
Mclean, VA is looking for Full Time AP/AR 
experienced person to be member of front of-
fice staff.
Desired Qualifications
A. Outlook, Word, Excel and ability to learn  

in house accounting software
B. Work with other members of the office as a 

team 
C. Ability to follow thru without supervision
D. Be able to prioritize duties and time
C. Must be able to maintain Company 

confidential information
Send Resumes to 
dshan@embarqmail.com

ADMIN/RECEPTIONIST
Vienna Tax Consulting/Preparation 

Firm seeks P/T help.  Must be computer 
literate.  Flexible hours.  Fax resume to

703-242-6271

P/T Admin Assist
P/T position, 24 hrs/wk max. I manage a 
small, high-paced, fast-growing financial 
services company; travel considerably; 
and otherwise work from home. I need 
someone to manage mail, documents, 
and databases; make travel arrange-
ments; perform marketing tasks; run er-
rands; and do a variety of odd tasks. 
Must be proficient in MS office, Google 
software apps, other web apps; quick at 
learning new software, processes, and 
procedures; flexible; very well organ-
ized; strong at prioritizing work and 
managing time; willing to work out of my 
basement or at your home. I am over-
loaded in admin, logistics, tactics, and 
paper and need your help so I can focus 
on managing and growing the business.   

Please email your resume to
ecoengineer8242007@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

1-5 week work program. Can continue in Spring.
Customer sales/service, flex schedules. All ages

18+, conditions apply, all majors welcome.

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& HS SENIORS

SEMESTER BREAK WORK
$17.00 Base-Appt.

VETERINARY  RECEPTIONIST
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.com

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Friendly Painting &
Construction

friendlypnc.yc@gmail.com

No Job Too Small or Big
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Class A Lic. VA & MD • Fully Insured & Bonded
703–425–3600

•Prof. Painting Residential/Commercial
•Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Remodeling

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

WILLIAMS PLUMBING
& Remodeling
No Job too small

Toilets, disposals, leaks, 
sump pumps, faucets

Lic & Ins 25 yrs exp
24 hour service.

571-263-6405 / 703-241-5789

PLUMBING PLUMBING

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

HAULING HAULING

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Closer to “Minis” or “Bite Size” is more like
it – and I don’t like it, if you want to know my
candy-eating truth. To what am I referring, spe-
cifically? I am referring to the “snack size”
candy bars (“Items not for sale,” in bags) most
of us know and love, especially before, during
and after Halloween and on through to the
next Halloween when the eating/buying frenzy
continues unabated to infinity (at least it does
for me). Has anyone noticed the shrinkage in
the size of M&M/Mars’ brand “Fun Size” Milky
Ways, Three Musketeers, Snickers and M&M
varieties (my brand-area of expertise)? The
“Fun Size” as they are still labeled, used to
require two bites to finish – when I was in
mixed company; alone, they were gone in just
one bite, in my mouth, anyway. Now, how-
ever, one bite is sufficient – alone or in mixed
company (and the ounces are less, too).

And as disappointing and inevitable as that
shrinkage is, it’s certainly not unique to M&M/
Mars or “snack–size” candy bars. It appears to
be a relatively common/recurring phenomenon
among many pre–packaged items with which
I’m familiar (not that I’ve done a study but I
know what I buy): Half gallons (64 oz.) of
Breyers ice cream are now 48 oz., bags of Utz
potato chips have shrunk from 11.5 oz. to 10
oz., jars of the Classico pasta sauce have been
reduced from 26 oz. to 24 oz., cans of Bumble
Bee tuna fish I buy for my wife are now 5 oz.
instead of 6, the 1 Ib. bag of M&Ms are now
11.4 oz give or take (depending on the specific
variety), bags of Oreo cookies (my formerly
long-time favorite) which used to be 21 oz. are
now as low as 15.25 oz (again depending on
variety) and on and on. Moreover, not only is
there shrinkage in the package/volume itself;
where applicable, the individual items in those
packages have been reduced as well. However,
I wouldn’t say this shrinkage has led to any
reduction/discount in price. Hardly. From what
I’m buying, mostly, I am definitely getting less
and paying more.

But I am consuming less calories as a result;
80, to be specific (like it’s a good thing, not an
obfuscating thing), per this product anyway:
according to the starburst featured prominently
on the bag of Milky Way “Fun Size” candy bars
whose recent purchase has inspired this col-
umn. So I really and truly am getting less for
more. And why don’t I consider that lower
calorie number “Fun”? Because I consider it
spin: telling me I’m consuming less calories;
not because of any Earth-shattering, sugar-
reformulating breakthrough but because there’s
less actual candy bar to eat (than in previous
“Fun Size” bags). As Danny Glover (“Mal”) said
in Lawrence Kasdan’s classic Western, “Silver-
ado”: “That ain’t right. I’m tired of things that
ain’t right.”

Consuming fewer calories, though, is not
the reason I’m eating Milky Ways (or any num-
ber of other “Fun Size” bars with which I’m
familiar). So no, it doesn’t make me happy – or
induce me in any future Milky Way-buying
way. It’s merely an attempt to veer me off my
how-much-is-this-bag-of-candy-really-costing-
me course. And, of course, I’m paying atten-
tion; I’m paying money, aren’t I? I just don’t eat
indiscriminately without realizing how much –
or how little of what’s actually in the bag, is
going into my mouth. This reduction in calories
is, strictly speaking, nothing more than a reduc-
tion in value. And reduction in value during a
struggling economy is hardly the thing from
which legends – and new business are
spawned, especially when most of us need
more, not less. It’s into this environment that
M&M/Mars, among many others is instead pro-
viding the exact opposite: less for more.

Just remember, Mr. Manufacturer, con-
sumer’s dollars don’t grow on trees anymore
than sugar cane does (it’s a “tall grass,” actu-
ally; who knew?). And trying to sell me less
value for more money is definitely going to
reduce my calorie intake – to zero! From your
products, anyway.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Not So Much
“Fun” Anymore
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20% Off
in-plant cleaning

through
Dec. 25, 2010

Rug Repairs

10% Off
all in-plant repairs

through
Dec. 25, 2010

Wall to Wall Steam
Any 3 Areas

139. 400 sq ft
4 to 6 Areas

199. 800 sq ft
6 to 8 Areas

299. 1,000 sq ft
Offer good through 12/25/10.

Not valid with any other offers.

 Happy
Holidays!

Faith Notes are for announcements and events in
the faith community. Send to mclean@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

Trinity United Methodist Church, 1205
Dolley Madison Blvd. in McLean, has announced
their Advent and Christmas events. 703-356-3312
or www.umtrinity.org.

❖ Service of Hope and Healing. Wednes-
day, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. A celebration of God’s love
in every season and in every heart.

❖ The Message of Christmas. Sunday, Dec.
19 at 10:30 a.m. A Service of Lessons and Carols
presented by the Chancel Choir.

❖ Family Service with Pageant. Friday,
Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. Childcare will be available.

❖ Candlelight & Communion. Friday, Dec.
24 at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 6715
Georgetown Pike in McLean, has announced their
Christmas worship services. 703-356-4902 or
www.stjohnsmclean.org.

❖ Traditional Service of Lessons and Car-
ols. Sunday, Dec. 19 at 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Seasonal anthems by the Choirs of St. John’s
Church, organist Dr. John C. Wulff and the Sunrise
String Quartet. Carols will be sung by the congre-
gation.

❖ Christmas Eve Family Service. Friday,
Dec. 24 at 4 p.m., with Christmas music beginning
at 3:30 p.m. This service is especially designed for
families with young children.

❖ Traditional Service of Holy Eucharist.
Friday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. Familiar car-
ols, following Christmas music beginning at 6:30
p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

❖ Celebrate with Holy Eucharist. Saturday,
Dec. 25 at 10 a.m. The singing of familiar carols on
Christmas morning.

Chesterbrook United Methodist Church,
1711 Kirby Road in McLean, will offer Christmas
Eve Candlelight Communion worship at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 24. 703-356-7100 or

chesterbrookumc@gmail.com.

The Antioch Christian Church, 1860 Beulah
Road, Vienna, will host its annual community
Christmas Open House on Saturday, Dec. 18 from
1 p.m.-3 p.m. The open house will include an old-
fashioned Christmas Carol Sing, gifts for children
and the ringing of the historic church bell by all in
attendance. www.antiochdoc.org  or call 703-938-
6753.

Centering Prayer offered at St.
Dunstan’s, 1830 Kirby Road, McLean, Tuesdays
at 7-7:45 p.m. Centering prayer is meditation and
contemplative prayer, wordless, trusting, opening
of self to the divine presence. Instruction offered.
marjorie.cole@gmail.com.

Epiphany United Methodist Preschool,
1014 Country Club Drive, N.E. in Vienna, is now
enrolling 3-4-year-old students for the 2010/2011
school year. Contact 703-938-2391 or
www.epiphanypreschool.com.

Vienna Assembly of God has a ministry to
children on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m. at the corner of
Center N and Ayr Hill Avenue, N.E. Children’s
Church on Sundays also available. 703-938-7736
or www.ViennaAG.com.

Vienna Christian Healing Rooms, every
Saturday, 1-5 p.m., at 8200 Bell Lane. A team of
Christians is available to anyone requesting prayer.
Free and open to the public. 703-698-9779 or
www.viennachristianhealingrooms.com.

Trinity United Methodist Church, 1205
Dolley Madison Blvd., McLean, Sunday worship
services are at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday School
for adults is at 9:30 a.m. and for children during
the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Youth Group for
grades 7-12 meets Sunday nights, 6 - 7:30 p.m. A
20-minute service of Holy Communion is held each
Wednesday at 12 p.m. 703-356-3312 or
umtrinity.org.

Faith
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Highlanders win second straight
while Saxons in search of first win.

Sports
McLean Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

A
 couple of losses to begin the season did
not keep the McLean High boys’ basket
ball team down for long. The Highland
ers, following a 0-2 start, responded with

wins over both Falls Church and Yorktown High
Schools to even their early season record at 2-2.

McLean, under head coach Kevin Roller, opened
the season at the Woodson High Tipoff Tournament
where it lost games to both Paul VI High, 63-43, and
Robinson, 74-49. The opener loss to the private
school Panthers came against a Paul VI team consid-
ered to be one of the elite of the metropolitan area.

Gordon Rogo, a junior guard, led the Highlanders
with 14 points in the Dec. 1 loss to Paul VI while
teammate Thomas Van Wazer, a junior forward,
added eight. McLean actually led the game 16-15
after one quarter before the Panthers outscored the
Highlanders 21-4 in the second half to carry a 36-20
lead into the half.

Two nights later, McLean again took a lead, 19-
15, after one quarter against Robinson before a poor
second quarter hurt its cause. The Rams outscored
McLean, 16-8, in the second stanza to grab a 31-27
halftime advantage on way to their win. Rogo and
Van Wazer were once again high scorers for the High-
landers with 19 and 14 points, respectively. Daniel
Lewis, a junior guard, contributed nine points.

McLean, however, got into the win column last
Tuesday, Dec. 7 with a 66-41 non-district win at Falls
Church. The Highlanders trailed 10-9 after one quar-
ter before outscoring the Jaguars 25-8 in the second
quarter to take a 34-18 lead at the half. McLean con-
tinued to build on the momentum in the second half
by outscoring Falls Church, 32-23, to gain the vic-
tory. Three Highlander players - Van Wazer (19
points), Rogo (16) and junior guard Sango Amolo
(10) - scored in double figures to pace the guests
from the Liberty District. Falls Church, a member of
the National District, fell to 0-4 with the setback.

Later last week, in McLean’s season opener, the
Highlanders won their second straight, defeating
another opponent from the National District -

Yorktown - by a 55-45 score. Fol-
lowing a low-scoring 5-5 game af-
ter the first quarter, Mclean
outscored the Patriots (0-4) by an
18-5 margin in the second quar-
ter to grab control of the contest.

Yorktown played well in the third quarter to get
within 34-28 before McLean outscored its guests by
four points in the final quarter. Rogo led the way for
McLean with 15 points while Lewis (11) and Van
Wazer (10) also had double figure scoring games.
Other contributors in the well-balanced Highlander
attack were Amolo (9 points) and junior guard Kevin
Lastova (8).

McLean was scheduled to play at home this week
on Tuesday, Dec. 14 against The Heights, a private
school team from Washington, D.C. The Highland-
ers, this Friday evening, will host local and Liberty
District rival Langley at 7:30. Next Tuesday, Dec. 21
the Highlanders play a Liberty District game at
Jefferson.

LANGLEY, the two-time defending Liberty District
champion, is struggling out of the gate this season
with a 0-4 mark. The Saxon losses, all fairly close,
have come to visiting Gar-Field, 59-56, on Dec. 3;
visiting Hylton (Woodbridge), 84-76, on Dec. 4; at
Robinson, 86-80, on Dec. 7; and home against Edison,
71-66, last Friday night, Dec. 10.

Langley, in the loss to non-Northern Region oppo-
nent Gar-Field of Dale City, led 47-42 going into the
final quarter before the Indians rallied to win. The
Saxons’ top scorers in the season-opening setback
were junior guard Daniel Dixon (17 points) and se-
nior guard David Adams (14).

Against non-region foe Hylton in its second game,
Langley was in a 56-56 tie following three quarters
before being outscored by eight points in the final
quarter. Adams tallied 30 points in the loss. Tristan
Evans, a junior guard, was also in double figures scor-
ing for Langley with 16 points while senior guard
Braden Anderson and senior center Patrick Haddad
both had eight points.

In the loss at Robinson, the Saxons fell way be-
hind, 30-15, after one quarter before rallying to get
within 62-60 after three quarters. The Rams
outscored Langley by four points in the final quarter
to win. Four Saxon players scored in double digits -
Dixon (23), Adams (20), Evans (17) and senior guard
Jeff Cochran (10).

T
he Northern Virginia
Wresting Classic, the
local high school early

season showcase event, was
held this past Friday and Sat-
urday at Fairfax High School.

Thirty-one teams, most from
within the Northern Virginia
area, participated in the early
season tournament. The team
champion, for the second
straight year, was Westfield High
School, which accumulated
271.50 points and had 12 indi-
vidual place finishers (top eight).

Other local team finishes in-
cluded 11th place Fairfax (90),
and 13th place Marshall (84).
W.T. Woodson (73) finished 15th,
while Centreville High, Madison
and Bishop O’Connell (Arling-
ton) finished in a three-way tie
for 17th place with 70 points
each. McLean was 24th overall.

Marshall High, 13th place
overall in the team standings,
had an individual winner in
heavyweight wrestler Matt
Crawford, who went a perfect
5-0 over the two day tourna-
ment. Crawford defeated
Westfield’s Tyler DeLeon in the
heavyweight finals, 5-2.

The Statesmen had two other
top eight place finishers in
James Cusack (6th place at 103)
and Zack Brooks (7th at 215).

McLean received a third place
individual finish from Austin
Miller, who went 5-1 at the 125
weight class. Miller earned a for-

feit win over Ricky Rumley of
Tallwood (Virginia Beach) in the
third place consolation finals.

Also for the Highlanders, sev-
enth place finishes came from
both Adilet Uspeev (135 weight
class) and Andy Chung (130).

South Lakes, one of the most
improved teams in the North-
ern Region over the past couple
of seasons under head coach
Bruce Hall, had an individual
champion in Ryan Forrest at
145 weight class. Forrest went
a perfect 5-0 to gain the title,
defeating Batchka Zulkhuu of
Potomac Falls in the finals, 10-
2 (major decision).

Meanwhile, the Seahawks
also got a second place finish -
that coming from Jake Slover
at 171 division. Slover, who was
4-1, lost his finals match to Jake
Fahlfeder of Fauquier, 11-3
(major decision).

Fairfax High, 11th place over-
all in the team standings, re-
ceived a second place individual
finish from Joseph Vanderplas,
who went 4-1 over the tourna-
ment at the 215 weight class.
Vanderplas lost a tough 5-2 de-
cision to Justin Tribble of North
Stafford in the finals.

Madison High’s Robert
Dooley earned the first place
championship at the 119 weight
class. Dooley went a perfect 5-
0 and defeated Westfield’s
Dennon Caranza-Kee, 5-3, in
the championship match.

Matt Crawford (right), shown here in his Classic
finals win over heavyweight opponent Tyler DeLeon
of Westfield, went a perfect 5-0 over the two-day
event held at Fairfax High School.
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Local Wrestlers
Shine at Classic
Marshall’s Crawford Takes
Heavyweight Title; McLean’s
Miller Places Third.

Langley coach Travis Hess (center) and his Saxons have
played close games this season, but have yet to win.

McLean’s Thomas Van Wazer
(33), a junior forward, has
been a key scoring leader for
the Highlanders.

Basketball Season Underway
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When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper. For more real estate
listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Reston

12124 Purple Sage Ct ........$249,000...Sun 1-4....Candace Woodson.......Weichert....................703-264-0000

Vienna

2006 Roundhouse Rd.....$1,049,997...Sun 1-4....Chris Brown.................Long & Foster............301.928.2479

Sterling

46792 Backwater Dr...........$560,000...Sun 1-4....Gina Tufano..................Keller Williams...........703.574.3478

20389 Water Valley Ct........$679,900...Sun 1-4....Gina Tufano..................Keller Williams...........703.574.3478

Arlington (22201)

3515 Washington Blvd, No 510 ...$339,750...Sun 1-4....Garnet Robins-Baughman....Keller Williams..........703-534-0997

3515 Washington Blvd, No 515 ...$357,900...Sun 1-4....Garnet Robins-Baughman....Keller Williams.........703-.534-0997

Arlington (22202)

1603 Arlington Ridge Rd.$1,495,000...Sun 1-4....Ginger Webre...............Long & Foster...........703-518-8713

Arlington (22204)

4306 8th St. S....................$629,000...Sun 1-4....Susan Sarcone.............McEnearney..............703-795-6772

Arlington (22209)

1600 Oak St N #706...........$359,900...Sun 1-4....Simon Hahn.................Keller Williams..........703-815-5707

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 18th & 19th

12124 Purple Sage Ct, Reston • $249,000 • Open Sunday 1-4
Candace Woodson, Weichert, 703-264-0000

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Trisha at 703-778-9419, or
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our mobile
kitchen and bathroom showroom and design center!!

Winter Bathroom Special!

(12/1/10 thru 1/15/11)

$6850
(5x7) Tub Bathroom Remodel:

• Granite countertop
• Porcelain or Ceramic
• Moen Brushed Nickel

• Upgraded Vanity
Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

Bringing the Showroom to YOU!!

From Page 17

Sparkling
Holidays
wines made from Austrian varietals
like Grüner Veltliner and Welschriesling. One that is
widely available is the Steininger NV Grüner
Veltliner Sekt ($24). We also recently tasted some
French sparkling wines made outside Champagne
that we especially like. From Burgundy and made
with Pinot Noir grapes in an elegant creamy style
are the Domaine Michel Sarrazin Crémant de
Bourgogne ($25) and Charles Duret’s
Cremant de Bourgogne Rosé ($20). From Alsace
there is the powerful and lush Wolfberger Crémant
dÁlsace Brut ($20). From America we highly rec-
ommend a superb sparkling wine from Virginia called
TJ Virginia Fizz ($23). It is a crémant style wine
made from 100 percent Chardonnay by the talented
team of Claude Thibaut and Manuel Janisson in
Charlottesville. It has fresh apple aromas and fla-
vors with a yeasty creamy palate filled with fruit and
has a long finish. Finally, if you’d like try something
from the Southern Hemisphere, we recommend an
attractive rosé sparkler showing pretty light red berry
fruit, the Graham Beck Brut Rosé ($19).

LUXURY CUVÉES. There are a lot of wonderful
wines to choose from in this category. Champagne
usually heads the luxury list, but in fact, there are
lots of other top quality sparklers you can enjoy. It is
hard to go wrong with Champagne; it’s t really all a
matter of taste, and the price you are willing to pay.
We like non-vintage and vintage Pol Roger,
Henriot, Champagne Roland Champion,
Champagne Trouillard, and Tattinger, to name
but a few.

The NV Champagne Roland Champion
Blanc de Blancs ($66) is a rich yeasty wine offer-
ing attractive lemon citrus aromas and flavors.
Tattinger is recognized worldwide for producing
some of the finest Champagnes available. The
Tattinger Brut La Française ($35) is an attrac-
tive, rich tasting blend of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and
Pinot Meunier, while the 2004 Brut Millesimé
($80) raises the bar in term of complexity, elegance
and refinement. There are many outstanding spar-
klers produced outside of Champagne in California,
Italy, and Austria. These are equal in quality to Cham-
pagne and are made using the same méthode
champenoise, but they cannot be called Champagne
because they are not made in the Champagne re-
gion of France. Argyle Winery in Oregon produces
some of the finest sparklers in the United States. Their
sparklers sell at all price levels, but if you want some-
thing very special, try the refined and elegant Ar-
gyle 2000 Extended Triage Brut ($80). Much
harder to find, but worth the effort are the Austrian
Sekts of Willi Bründlmayer. His NV Sekt Brut ($44)
and NV Sekt Brut Rosé ($44) are relatively ex-
pensive, but outstanding in quality.

Finally, there are no finer sparklers from Italy than
the refined and delicate Bellavista Franciacortas. Try
the Franciacorta Brut Cuvée NV ($52) or the
Franciacorta Gran Cuvée Satèn ($80).

See Champagne and sparkling wine special reports by the
International Wine Review at www.i-winereview.com. Read
about the 170 year old Champagne discovered on the Baltic
Ocean floor at facebook.com/iwinereview.

Holiday

SATURDAY/DEC. 18
T’ai Chi Practice. 8 a.m. at St. Luke’s

Catholic School Gymnasium, 7005
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Saturdays
through March. Free, open to all. No
special clothing or equipment needed.
www.FreeTaiChi.org or 703-759-9141.

FRIDAY/DEC. 24
Washington DC Jewish

Community Center’s Day of
Service. Help at one of over 50 non-
profits throughout the area. Projects

vary from 2-4 hours and encompass a
variety of activities such as throwing
holiday parties for children, visiting
seniors and serving meals to the
homeless.  Family and group projects
are also available.  $20. Register at
www.washingtondcjcc.org/volunteer.

TUESDAY/DEC. 28
Tysons Corner Kiwanis Club

Meeting. 7:30 p.m. at George C.
Marshall High School, Room 124,
7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Meeting is public and Individuals

looking to volunteer in their
community welcome.
www.tysonscornerkiwanis.org.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 29
Support Group for Survivors of

Clergy Abuse. 6:30 p.m. in the
conference room of the Tysons-
Pimmit Hills Regional Library, 7684
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. A
monthly peer support group for
survivors and others affected. Free.
Confidential. No registration
required. 703-538-6128.

Bulletin Board

To have community events listed in the Connection, send to mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079

McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek

Catholic Church... 703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286

St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834

St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

St Michael S Episcopal Church

703-241-2474

St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606

St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010

Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer

703-356-3346

Resurrection Lutheran Church

703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of

 the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210

  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824

  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches -Christian Science
McLean-First Church of Christ, Scientist...

703-356-1391

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian

Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant ...703-524-

4115

Clarendon Presbyterian

Church

703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian

Church

703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian

Church...703-536-5600

Westminster Presbyterian ...

703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian
Universalist

Unitarian Universalist Church

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

of Arlington 703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312

Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336

Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621

Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100

Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085

Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Walker Chapel United Methodist

...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Non-Denominational
 New Life Christian Church - McLean Campus

...571-294-8306

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel ...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington

703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington

...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community ... 571-271-8387

Also, you can visit www.wmal.com Sundays & Mondays to hear how others
found spiritual answers to life’s challenges on Sentinel Radio

spirituality.com, ChristianScience.com
christianscienceDC.org

To learn more about Christian Science visit:

Discover Spiritual Solutions at the

Christian Science Reading Room
6825 Tennyson Drive

McLean, VA  22101
Mon-Sat 10am-2pm _ 703-356-1391

All are warmly welcomed

Seeking the Peace of Christmas?

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology language students brought home several
trophies from the Classical Cottage Latin Certamen
competition on Nov. 6. The novice team of Hannah
Pho (McLean), Ben Andre (Oakton), Jeff Horowitz
(Oakton) and John Wilkes (McLean) took first place
in their division. In the upper-level division, Zach
Seid (Clifton), Akhila Ananthram (Clifton), Ricky
Short (Springfield) and Philip Meyers (Herndon)
took second, while third place awards went to the
Latin second-year students Molly Hemenway, Daphne
Fong (Fairfax), James Jang (Springfield), and Hyae-

In Seo (McLean) and third-years Rachel Goldstein
(Fairfax), Tommy Lunn (Sterling) and Alana Whitman
(Alexandria). Second year students Katie Hough
(Fairfax Station), Bruce Bland (Springfield), Sienna
Lotenberg (Arlington) and Abi Gopal (Leesburg) also
put in a strong effort.

Certamen is a quiz bowl-style competition for Latin
students with classical-themed questions on mythol-
ogy, Roman history and culture, and Latin grammar.
Seventeen schools and approximately 200 students
attended this Certamen, held at the Powhatan School
in Boyce, Va.

The TJ novice
Certamen team of
Hannah Pho
(McLean), Ben Andre
(Oakton), John
Wilkes (McLean), and
Jeff Horowitz
(Oakton) took first
place in their divi-
sion at the Classical
Cottage Latin
Certamen competi-
tion on Nov. 6.

TJ Novice Team Wins Latin Competition

Photo by Angela Wilkes

Schools

If you do not get The McLean
Connection delivered to your
home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS
are now available for the first
time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months.
Help us meet the costs of providing
first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427)
or e-mail circulation@

connectionnewspapers.com
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