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A
 behind-the-scenes cam-
paign to replace state
Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-30)
in the Democratic pri-

mary has already started, even
though the longtime senator has
yet to announce her intention for
the upcoming election year. Ticer,
75, has been a member of the Vir-
ginia Senate since 1996. She has
already publicly indicated that she
is leaning toward not running
again, although she plans to make
an official announcement during
the upcoming General Assembly

session. That means that potential
candidates are trying to build sup-
port for themselves under a diffi-
cult set of conditions.

They don’t want to publicly
campaign for themselves in a way
that makes it seem like they are
trying to push Ticer out the door.
On the other hand, they don’t
want to get caught unprepared
when she makes the official an-
nouncement. That creates a sort
of shadow campaign in which
potential candidates try to build
support without seeking publicity.

It’s in this environment that

By Nicholas Horrock

The Gazette

The following article is the final seg-
ment of a series of articles on the impact
of the movement of 22,000 military and
government employees from Washington,
Maryland and Arlington to Alexandria
and Fairfax County.

O
ne of the biggest North
ern Virginia projects un-
der the Base Closure

and Realignment Act is ending the
year as a political football between
a Republican governor and the
Democrats that dominate

Virginia’s U.S. Congressional del-
egation.

The result is that nine months
before 6,400 Defense Department
employees are to move into a new
building at Seminary Road and
U.S. Route 395 in Alexandria,
there is no adequate way for thou-
sands of employees to enter and
leave the site each day and the
potential that the traffic conges-
tion will cause gridlock on U.S. 95
from Stafford County to the Pen-
tagon.

At the same time, U.S. Route 1
in Fairfax County is far too narrow
to permit other thousands of new
employees to enter and leave Ft.
Belvoir without causing backups
that would stretch from the
Occoquan to the Alexandria city

Deadlock over
BRAC Gridlock
No answers for
potential traffic
from Mark Center.

The Festival of Santa Lucia, beginning before dawn on
Dec. 13, which under the Julian calendar (used in Sweden

before 1753) was Christmas Day and the longest night of the year. Throughout
Sweden, the eldest daughter in each household comes to her sleeping parents
dressed in a long, white gown tied with a red sash, and wearing a crown of lingon-
berry leaves and seven lighted candles. She carries a tray of steaming coffee and
“Lussekattor” (Lucia Runs). The procession includes her sisters and brothers also
dressed in white, holding lighted candles, and singing of the light and joy of Christ-
mas. Eighth grader Zoey Pellowitz portrays Saint Lucia in the opening procession
of the Festival of Lights at Burgundy Farm.

Lighting the Way
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More photos, Page 9

Shadow Campaign?
Candidates emerge to fill expected
opening in 30th Senate District.
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See BRT, Page 8

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

C
arter Flemming and her neighbors on
Bishop and Vicar Lanes ended their long
tradition of exchanging gifts this holi-
day season, opting instead to donate the

money to Santa’s Winter Wonderland at the Charles
Houston Recreation Center.

“We finally said, ‘We have what we need. Let’s give
to someone who does not,” said Fleming, who Mon-
day presented a check to the Alexandria Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority for $2,250.

Sponsored by ARHA and CHR, Santa’s Winter Won-
derland features a replica of the City of Alexandria, in-
cluding the Masonic Memorial, and a hall of Christmas
activities. Donated toys will be distributed Dec. 22 to
more than 1,000 children living in AHRA facilities.

ARHA Hosts Winter Wonderland

Wykiki Alston, right, and her children Azyona Bailey, 10, and Dontiez Alston, 6,  do-
nated toys to ARHA’s Winter Wonderland Monday night before joining Carter
Flemming and Vice Mayor Kerry Donley, also there to donate toys, for a picture with
Santa (Johnny Alexander).
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
t’s been talked about for years. Reams of docu-
ments have been produced about it, and plan-
ners across the Washington metropolitan region

have been trying to make it a reality. It’s called “bus
rapid transit,” or “BRT” for short. And it’s about to
make its regional debut right here in Alexandria,
thanks to $8.5 million in stimulus money delivered
last week. By October 2013, dedicated lanes will be
constructed for buses in the median along Jefferson
Davis Highway from the Monroe Street Bridge to
the entrance of Potomac Yard Center.

“This will be the first BRT in the metropolitan re-
gion,” said Eric Randall, a senior transportation en-
gineer for the Council of Governments. “It will serve
as a model for all the other jurisdictions.”

The idea behind bus rapid transit is to make buses
faster and more efficient than their conventional use,

where they get stuck in traffic just like everybody
else. For transportation planners, that’s historically
meant adding more buses to the roads, which has
contributed to increasing congestion. But putting
buses in their own dedicated lanes allows them to
operate outside of the day-to-day gridlock created
by traffic in Northern Virginia. Now — thanks to
stimulus money — that dream is finally going to be-
come a reality on Jefferson Davis Highway.

“It’s very exciting,” said Sandra Marks, division chief
for transportation planning. “This is good for the city
and good for the region.”

City officials are planning for three “enhanced” sta-
tions along that stretch of dedicated transitway —
ones that will be a lot more than a sign and a bench.
The stations will have real-time information, similar
to Metro stops, letting bus riders know when they
can expect to be picked up. Riders will also be able

City To Pioneer BRT
Stimulus money to pay for first-ever dedicated
lanes for ‘bus-rapid transit’ in the region.

Lame Duck Parking
The waning days of the 111th Congress have produced some

high-stakes moments on Capitol Hill, approving controversial tax
cuts and rejecting a path to citizenship for some undocumented
residents. Those issues received a lot of attention nationally, but
one action of the departing lawmakers has special significance
here in Alexandria.

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) was unsuccessful in his attempt
to limit parking spaces at the Washington Headquarters Service
to 1,000 until the Army constructed a traffic solution to the night-
mare that will be created by its massive new building on the West
End. Senate Republicans considered the proposal and earmark
and scuttled the deal, although the Army will still be on the hook
for producing a study detailing how the gridlock will eventually
be alleviated. “It’s clearly a disappointment,” said Moran. “But
it’s more than many people thought we could get.”

Last month, Moran announced a new investigation by the De-
partment of Defense Inspector General’s Office to find out how
the massive project was able to skip the required environmental
impact study. Now that the parking limitation has been stripped
of the significant provisions forcing the Army to pay for and con-
struct the infrastructure improvements before it could get more
than 1,000 parking spaces, Moran says the inspector general’s
investigation will force a new sense of transparency with the traf-
fic management plan. “It’s not a complete loss,” said Moran.
“Clearly, this is a recognition that this is a problem.”

 Taking the Future
It’s always easier to tax people who are not around to protest.

That’s what happened Tuesday at City Hall, when City Council
members approved a measure creating a special tax district for
property owners in Potomac Yard — a huge complex of business
and homes that have yet to be constructed. Future property own-
ers will be taxed at a higher rate than the rest of the city to pay
for part of the cost associated with a new Metro station. Deputy
City Manager Mark Jinks described the concept of the special-
services district as a common mechanism to fund infrastructure
projects.

“The first one was in England in the 16th century,” said Jinks.
“There are thousands and thousands of them in the United States.”

The most controversial aspect of the city’s financing plan has
yet to be decided. That’s the imposition of a special tax district in
Potomac Greens, a residential neighborhood that has real-life
people who are united in their opposition to paying higher taxes
for a Metro station that will be used by people throughout the
city. “From a fairness standpoint, it makes no sense to tax one
small group of residents,” said former Vice Mayor Andrew
Macdonald. “Everyone in the city will ultimately benefit from
this.” Council members are set to make a determination about
expanding the special tax district early next year.

Achieving the Quadfecta
Shhh. Don’t make too much noise about this, but longtime li-

brarian Karen Russell is retiring after 38 years of service. Russell
is the only librarian to have served as branch manager for all four
Alexandria library branches — Barrett, Beatley, Burke and Duncan.
Library officials say she’s been instrumental in creating the re-
tirement home outreach service and computerizing the library
system, playing a key role in increasing circulation and patrons
over the years.

First hired in September of 1972, Russell got her start as a li-
brarian at the Burke Branch on Seminary Road in the reference
department. Five years later, she was promoted to head of the
department. In 1988, she moved over to the Burke Library, where
she temporarily became branch manager before being tapped to
head the Duncan Library in Del Ray.

During her time at Duncan, Russell increased reference que-
ries, patron count and circulation. She also began the Spanish
language collection and translated the library’s brochure in to
Spanish. By April 1995, she moved to Barrett Library in Old Town
then became the first branch manager of the newly constructed
Beatley Library on Duke Street in 1999.  She will retire on Jan. 1.

— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria
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Last Minute Gifts
Waiting for the last possible minute to purchase that perfect

gift this year? You’re not alone.
According to a survey conducted by the National Retail Federa-

tion, the average person had completed 50 percent of their holi-
day shopping by the second week of December.

“It’s well known that at least half of the shopping that occurs
during the holiday season happens during the last few weeks,
making the final stretch of utmost importance to retailers,” said
federation president Matthew Shay in announcing the survey
result. “With the big day falling on a Saturday this year and a lot
of shopping left to be done, retailers will continue to push ag-
gressive promotions in the weekdays leading up to it.”

According to the survey, 17 percent of people had not even
started their shopping by the second week in December, although
11 percent said they were already finished. Men admit to having
completed slightly less holiday shopping than women. Of the pre-
sents that have been purchased, 44 percent are clothing items
and 38 percent are books, CDs, DVDs or video games. Other popu-
lar purchases include toys (35 percent), gift cards (30 percent),
food or candy (20 percent) and home décor (15 percent).

“The big purchases didn’t start until Saturday,” said Donna
McIntyre, owner of Today’s Cargo on King Street. “A lot of people
wait until the end to make the large purchases so it doesn’t show
up on their charge card until later.”

Here, Spot Zoning
Attention developers — are you eyeing a property that needs

to be rezoned but doesn’t fit into a small-area plan? Now you’ve
got a roadmap to make it happen.

For years, this has been somewhat of a gray area — subject to
the whims of planning officials and elected leaders. But last week-
end, City Council members created a new sense of certainty to
the process by crafting a set of criteria for changing zoning with-
out creating a new small-area plan.

“I think this is a testament to the fact that in Alexandria, citi-
zens who want to be heard can be heard,” said Councilman Rob
Krupicka, adding that input from citizens shaped the final ver-
sion. “That is always how we do things in Alexandria.”

Or is it? The measure passed on a six-to-one vote, with Coun-
cilman Paul Smedberg voting against the docket item.
Smedberg said he was uncomfortable with how the process lead-
ing to Saturday’s vote unfolded, explaining that he would have
preferred to have a work session on the issue before the final
vote.

“To me, this is an important policy decision,” said Smedberg. “I
think we have to look at our whole work-session policy, so we
can ask staff the types of questions that would maybe help us, as
some people stated here, for my benefit, so I could feel more
comfortable with it and get my small little mind around it.”

Bartlinski Out
During his time as curator and later administrator of the Carlyle

House Museum, Jim Bartlinski transformed the colonial land-
mark into a hotbed of action in the heart of Old Town — organiz-
ing British soldiers to occupy the lawn for a reenactment of the
War of 1812 and pulling up a horse-drawn carriage for the an-
nual reenactment of the funeral procession to the Old Presbyte-
rian Meeting House. This week, Bartlinski has submitted his res-
ignation as historic site administrator for the Carlyle House, which
is owned and operated by the Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority.

“My association with the museum has been a very rewarding
one,” Bartlinski wrote in an e-mail announcing his resignation.
“However I have recently received another offer that cannot be
ignored, considering the financial benefits to my family and the
potential for the position for my professional growth.”

Bartlinski has accepted a position as director of the United States
Army’s Airborne and Special Operations Museum in Fayetteville,
N.C.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

Author Glenna C. Orr signs
a copy of “Hearts Always
Open” at West Potomac
Interiors on Mt. Vernon
Avenue. The book follows
eight of Orr’s third grade
students during an after-
school program visiting
residents at a nearby
retirement home. Orr, a
career public school
teacher, established the
intergenerational program
for her students 26 years
ago. Her book is available
at West Potomac Interiors.
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By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he chocolate and champagne were plen-
tiful at the long-awaited grand opening
Dec. 16 of Artfully Gifts and Chocolate,
the latest business to debut in the grow-

ing Carlyle area of Old Town.
“We’re very happy with this space,” said Eric

Nelson, who opened the 1,600-square-foot shop with
partner Edward Hart after they closed Artfully Pa-
per in Del Ray over the summer. “It gives off a happy
vibe and is just a fun place to be.”

Mayor Bill Euille did the honors during the offi-
cial ribbon-cutting then joined other dignitaries and
guests as they browsed the eclectic variety of gifts
while enjoying Rob Kingsbury chocolates and holi-
day music provided by Del Ray residents Neal Learner
and Jeffrey Asch.

“We are elated to finally be open here at the
Carlyle,” said Hart, an employee at the Patent and
Trade Office. “We are thrilled to be able to offer such
wonderful chocolates and gifts to the Carlyle com-
munity, which for so long has not had anything.”

Kingsbury’s legendary confections return to Old
Town with the opening of Artfully Gifts and Choco-

lates, where the walls are adorned with Nelson’s
unique artwork, which is also for sale.

“I’ve actually sold five of my pieces since we’ve
been open,” Nelson said. “The neighborhood has
been very welcoming.”

This is the fifth business endeavor for Nelson, a
co-owner with Kingsbury of ACKC Cocoa Bar on
Mount Vernon Avenue and ACKC in Dupont Circle.

“Artfully Gifts and Chocolates combines the best
of what I love,” said Nelson, who left a high-profile
lobbying job in 2006 to pursue his artistic passions.

“It’s a wonderful neighborhood,” added Hart. “We
are ecstatic that we are here.”

Eric Nelson,
Kevin Polston,
Edward Hart
and Rob
Kingsbury
celebrate at
the grand
opening of
Artfully Gifts
and Choco-
late.

Photos by

Jeanne Theismann/

Gazette Packet

Sinfully Sweet
Artfully Gifts and Chocolate
opens in Carlyle complex.

Co-owner Edward Hart shares a laugh with
customer Sue Ann Touart at the new Art-
fully Gifts and Chocolate opening Dec. 16.
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Thank You to our Residents and Staff
for another Wonderful Year!

On Dec. 18, the cafeteria at T.C. Will-
iams High School was transformed into a
holiday craft fair. Nearly 50 vendors
participated in the first fair sponsored by
the school’s Career and Tech Ed Class.
The advanced engineer classes also sold
raffle tickets to raise money for Joining
Hands and Hearts, a non-profit founded

by William and Joanna Cala. The program
promotes improved educational, health
and economic conditions for African
orphans and their communities by
building schools, sponsoring health
clinics, providing secondary scholarships
and nurturing sustainable development
initiatives.

Holiday Craft Fair at T.C. Williams

Nearly 50 craftspeople filled the cafeteria for the first annual craft fair
at T.C. Williams.

Schools
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E
very Sunday, you’ll find Marty LaVor
in his regular pew at the 7 a.m. ser-
vice at St. Mary’s Church in Old

Town.
“I don’t just do Christmas and Easter,” said

LaVor, a Mount Vernon resident and mem-
ber of St. Mary’s since 1969. “But like most
people, you go in, attend Mass, take com-
munion and leave. Nobody ever stops to
look around.”

But that changed after LaVor, a photog-
rapher with dozens of books to his credit,
was commissioned to do a book for the
200th anniversary of St. Paul’s Church two
years ago.

“I went to Mass one day and just started
looking around,” LaVor said. “In all the years
I’ve been attending St. Mary’s, I never re-

ally looked at all the beautiful details of the
church.”

LaVor had just finished a book on the Li-
brary of Congress building and had no in-
tentions of doing another one so soon, but
Rev. Dennis Klinemann and some other pa-
rishioners had other plans.

“It was the success of the St. Paul’s book
that led to this one,” LaVor said. “When Fr.
Klinemann allowed me to take some per-
sonal photographs of St. Mary’s, some other
members of the church contacted him about
underwriting the cost of a book.”

The result is a 128-page hardcover book
of photographs that will be given free to
anyone attending this year’s Christmas ser-
vices at St. Mary’s.

“For the donors underwriting this, it was
an act of faith,” LaVor said. “They hope
people will come in and look at their own

church - and perhaps even their faith
- differently.”

LaVor’s book highlights many of
the easily overlooked details of the
215-year-old church.

“I saw my church for the first time,”
LaVor said. “I never knew there are
two stained glass windows dedicated
to all mothers. No one knows they
are there.”

The book will also be available in
the church rectory — at no charge
— for those who are away for the
holidays.

“This book will never be for sale,”
LaVor said. “There is no price on
this book, no barcode, no letter ask-
ing for a donation. For those of us
involved, it was simply an act of
faith.”

Parishioner Marty LaVor points out
details in a stained glass window in St.
Mary’s Church. The historic church is
the subject of LaVor’s latest book.

‘An Act of Faith’ Anonymous donor underwrites
St. Mary’s book.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

W
hen she was confronted
with six boxes of old
letters, author Barb
Winters knew she had

a good story. She could smell it. There,
in the handwritten script from three
generations of Alexandria families was
every bit of drama a storyteller could

hope to craft — love,
larceny, triumph and
tragedy. Now that
story is finally avail-
able in her new book,
“Letters to Virginia,”
published by Acclaim
press and available
for $24.95.

“I feel like I know these people,” said
Winters after the official book launch
last weekend at the Burke Library. “I cer-
tainly spent enough time with them.”

It all began in 2000, when a descen-
dant of the family arrived at the Local
History Special Collections Department
of the Barrett Library with boxes and
boxes of handwritten letters. Winters
was a library assistant at the time, and
she volunteered to sort the letters and
see what was there — essentially an
effort to see if these letters were worth
keeping. The conclusion, it didn’t take
long to figure out, was that these old
letters were not only worth keeping,
there was something special here. She
spent the next three years sifting

through the letters and writing her book.
“I often think of the inspiration of true

love, writing as I do a love letter about ev-
ery day,” Jack Tackett writes to his wife in
1902. “I fear some times that the material
will exhaust but no, each day brings some
thought that is new and the stream goes on
just as the mountain torrent and yet chang-
ing its ripples with the passing days.”

The letters read like an epic story of love
and loss, devotion and betrayal. In the Vic-
torian prose of the era, the generations
struggle through hopes and fears, reveal-
ing an Alexandria long forgotten by the
modern mind. There’s the heart-rending

letter describing the death of Carrie Eaches,
written by a grieving husband. There’s the
plodding sense of determination family
members adopted during the Union occu-
pation. There’s even a carefully orchestrated
swindle in which Will Fendall systematically
stole his sister’s savings and inheritance.

 “As usual that scoundrel has presented a
pack of lies,” Ben Fendall writes to his sis-
ter in 1921 about their brother’s scheme.
“When you get down to real facts, your
money has been taken from you by a trick.”

The pages of “Letters to Virginia” include
descriptions of a prisoner of war camp and
describe the construction of a railroad.

Some are steamy romantic letters while
other outline the course of war and disease.

Winters concludes the book with an ob-
servation that modern people no longer
collect correspondence in a way that would
make a project like this possible for future
generations, allowing the story of the past
to be told in a series gripping first-person
accounts.

“Our inventions and gadgets wear out
before we do,” she writes at the end of the
book, “and instead of passing on our his-
tory, thoughts, and feelings — as these fami-
lies did — we pass on pollution and land-
fills.”

Barb Winters, left, signs a book for Audrey Davis, assistant director of the Alexandria Black History Museum.
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Uncovering three
generations of
Alexandria families,
one letter at a time.

Voices from the Past

“I feel like I
know these
people.”
— Barb Winters

History
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WHERE THE DESIGNS ARE

News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

L
ess than 48 hours after
federal district Judge
Henry E. Hudson ruled
that the provision in the

health care reform law requiring
individuals to purchase insurance
is unconstitutional, Virginia’s At-
torney General Ken Cuccinelli, ar-
chitect of the controversial litiga-
tion, was savoring his first-round
victory at a private fundraiser Dec.
15, in Alexandria.

“Christmas came early this year,”
Cuccinelli told a group of friends
and supporters at the home of Su-
san and David Hirschmann.

After addressing a crowd that included Rep. Adrian
Smith (R-NE), Rep. Sam Graves (R-GA), Virginia
Secretary of Natural Resources Doug Domenech, Del.
Barbara Comstock (R-34), RNC state committeeman
Morton Blackwell and City Councilman Frank
Fannon, Cuccinelli spoke about the
media whirlwind following the
Dec. 12 decision.

“The last 48 hours have been
tightly scheduled talking to a lot
of different folks,” Cuccinelli said.
“Some of them are hostile, some
are friendly and some are actually
objective as I’m trying to explain
to people why we are carrying the
case forward.”

While many were surprised at
the outcome, Cuccinelli was not.

“The shock of actually winning is fun,” Cuccinelli
said. “I don’t mean my shock, I mean other people’s.
We’re not shocked at all. We analyzed this closely
before we ever made a move on it. Everybody else
just presumed the outcome.”

Despite the international spotlight on the case,
Cuccinelli has taken a back seat in the courtroom to
Virginia’s solicitor general, who will argue the case
when it is expected to go before the Supreme Court
sometime in 2011 or 2012.

“Our solicitor general is one of those guys where
people frequently say ‘that’s the smartest person I’ve
ever been in a room with,’” Cuccinelli said of E.
Duncan Getchell Jr. “And because he’s not the attor-
ney general, he can spend more time with the de-
tails planning for the curveballs. I would love to ar-

gue it and am capable of arguing it, but he’s the one
who knows the case law and history, which is criti-
cally important.”

In addition to health care, Cuccinelli talked about
other significant issues his office has tackled.

“Like the health care case, the EPA case is about
protecting the constitution,”
Cuccinelli said of the pending suit
challenging the Environmental
Protection Agency’s move to regu-
late greenhouse gasses. “It’s also
about the rule of law and the
economy. Typically, we are trying
to support Virginia’s good business
environment.”

Another success for Cuccinelli
was allowing absentee ballots that
arrive after Election Day to be
counted.

“Protecting the voting rights for our military mem-
bers deployed abroad is important,” Cuccinelli said.
“We have registrars who don’t get absentee ballots
out on time so now for the first time we allow people’s
votes that arrive after Election Day to be counted.”

According to Cuccinelli, the political races to watch
in 2011 will be in Northern Virginia.

“I believe we’re going to have a great [Republi-
can] candidate in Janet Howell’s district — Caren
Merrick,” Cuccinelli said. “In the Prince William-
Loudoun swath we’re going to get a new senate seat,
and that open seat is going to be very interesting
regardless of where it lands.”

A native of Northern Virginia, Cuccinelli has re-
mained in the area since taking office earlier this
year.

“I get mocked in other parts of the state, but this is
where I grew up,” Cuccinelli said. “This is where I
went to school and where my kids are going to school.
My wife did the same thing. We’re those rarities —
we actually grew up here and stayed here, and we’re
very happy with that.”

Despite the celebratory mood, Cuccinelli remained
cautiously optimistic as the health care case moves
forward.

“I’m glad we’ve gotten over the first hurdle,”
Cuccinelli said. “But while this ruling is persuasive,
it’s not a binding authority. Still, that first ruling
against the federal government is the toughest and
is significant.”

‘Christmas Came Early This Year’
Fundraiser turns
into celebration
for Cuccinelli.

Alexandria City Councilman Frank Fannon, left, congratu-
lates Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli on his victory in
federal court challenging the new health care provision
mandating individual insurance coverage.

“The shock of
actually winning is
fun. I don’t mean
my shock, I mean
other people’s.”

— Ken Cuccinelli

Attorney
General Ken
Cuccinelli
addresses
supporters at
a Dec. 15
gathering in
Alexandria.
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*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2009 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

**Based on A.M. Best written premium. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Fire and Casualty Company - Bloomington, IL; State Farm General

Insurance Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Lloyds – Dallas, TX .

Chris Umbel, Agent
50 South Pickett Street
Alexandria, VA 22304
Bus: 703-751-4404
chris.umbel.puyw@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

1005002

Protect: Your car.
Your house.
Your bank account.

2
3

1

Save an average of $696*
Protect yourself with America’s #1
car and home insurance company**.
Give me a call and start saving today.

Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM
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From Page 3

From Page 1

News

A Shadow Campaign for State Senate?
three Democratic candidates have

emerged, quietly seeking to build a team of
supporters who will support them in the
primary election, which is expected to take
place in September. So far, the list includes
Arlington School Board Chairwoman Libby
Garvey, Alexandria City Councilman Rob
Krupicka and Del. Adam Ebbin (D-49).

“The most important factor in these kinds
of elections is name recognition,” said Isaac
Wood, communications director for the Vir-
ginia Center for Politics. “Money plays an
important part as well, because it can get
your name in front of voters and increase
name recognition.”

Garvey, 59, has been a member of the
Arlington County School Board since 1996.
She waged an unsuccessful campaign in the
2005 Democratic primary for the House of
Delegates seat vacated by retiring Del.
Marian Van Landingham (D-45), although
she came in second place to winning candi-
date David Englin. Her supporters say she
would be a senator who could build bridges
with the rest of the state.

“A lot of people in Northern Virginia say
the rest of the state doesn’t understand
Northern Virginia,” said Phil Hocker, who
would support Garvey if Ticer decides to
retire. “The thing that’s always impressed
me about Libby is that she understands that
the rest of Virginia feels under-appreciated
by Northern Virginia.”

Krupicka, 39, has been on the Alexandria

City Council since 2003.
In the 2009 election, he
came in second place in a
field of 10 candidates —
a strong showing that put
Krupicka six votes shy of
becoming the vice mayor.
Yet when he was sworn in
to a third term, he sur-
prised many by announc-
ing that he would not
seek a fourth term on the
City Council. Krupicka’s
supporters say his focus
on early childhood educa-
tion and small business
would make him the best
candidate for the Virginia
Senate.

“He would be the
youngest member of the
Senate if elected, and I
think that’s what we need — a new pro-
gressive voice in Richmond,” said Tina
Games, who said she would support
Krupicka in a potential primary. “And he’s
not afraid to get out there and knock on
doors.”

Ebbin, 47, has been a member of the
House of Delegates since 2004. A longtime
Democratic party activist, Ebbin managed
campaigns for Alexandria City Councilman
Paul Smedberg and Alexandria City Coun-
cilwoman Lois Walker. Supporters say
Ebbin’s experience in Richmond as a House
member would be an asset in the Senate.

“Adam has worked with different parts of
our community to get things done in Rich-
mond,” said Paul Friedman, who said he
would support Ebbin if Ticer decides not to
run for another term. “He has gotten legis-
lation passed across party lines and is the
only one who has represented all of the
communities in the district — Alexandria,
Arlington and Fairfax.”

Complicating the potential primary is the
redistricting process. Because the Census
Bureau is not expected to release its data
until February and the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment must approve the new maps created

to purchase tickets at the stops, so they
won’t have to fish through their pockets for
change when their ride arrives. The plat-
forms will be elevated, allowing riders to
board without having to climb up the first
stair. Eventually, the dedicated lanes will be
used by streetcars.

“It’s a culmination to see this finally come
to fruition,” said former Councilman Tim
Lovain, a vocal advocate for streetcars. “But
even with this, everyone is looking ahead
all the time.”

THE FUTURE of the Route One transit
corridor is a bit murky, but some vague con-
tours have begun emerging in the last year.
Back in September, the Arlington County
Board approved a sweeping new master
plan for Crystal City that included a policy
of moving toward streetcars rather than just
BRT. Then in October, City Council mem-
bers approved a $1 million allocation to
conduct a joint environmental analysis with
Arlington to create a streetcar line connect-
ing Potomac Yard with Crystal City. But the
push toward streetcars has not been with-
out some opposition.

“We’re still trying to figure out how to pay
for the Metro station,” said Councilman
Frank Fannon, one of two votes against

funding the environmental impact study.
“I’m not sure this is something I want to
spend a million dollars on.”

Those who advocated for city participa-
tion in funding the analysis said Alexandria
could benefit from piggybacking on work
that Arlington has already done rather than
waiting a few years then conducting its own
study. The ultimate goal, according to a let-
ter Lovain wrote to council members on
behalf of the Northern Virginia Streetcar
Coalition, was too ensure a seamless tran-
sition between jurisdictions.

“It would be disastrous to public opinion
of our fair city to have people get off an
Arlington streetcar, cross Four Mile run,
then take a bus in Alexandria,” Lovain wrote
in the Oct. 26 letter. “We encourage seam-
less convenient public transit — otherwise
people will be less inclined to use public
transit.”

CONNECTING THE TWO transit corri-
dors will involve years of coordination be-
tween Arlington and Alexandria, an effort
that was highlighted in October when
elected officials from the neighboring juris-
dictions conducted a joint work session.
That session was followed by an agreement
in which the two municipalities decided to
share the bill for the environmental analy-
sis. City manager Jim Hartmann said the

joint venture was necessary to move beyond
bus rapid transit in the future.

“The level of density for Potomac Yard in
Alexandria and Arlington is sufficient to
warrant the assessment of a transit mode
with greater capacity than rapid bus opera-
tions,” Hartmann wrote in a recent memo-
randum on the subject. “A streetcar could
be less expensive to operate than buses, but
has a higher upfront capital cost.”

For the near future, bus rapid transit will
be the policy direction pursued in Alexan-
dria. Beyond that, city officials say, it’s a
matter of what the environmental analysis
yields and what kind of funding is avail-
able.

City To Pioneer BRT

The Washington metro-
politan region’s first bus
rapid transit line will be

constructed along this
stretch of Jefferson

Davis Highway, identi-
fied here as Section B.
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“It’s very exciting. This is
good for the city and
good for the region.”

— Sandra Marks, division chief for
transportation planning

Del. Adam Ebbin (D-49) Arlington School Board
Chairwoman Libby Garvey

Alexandria City
Councilman Rob Krupicka

by the General Assembly, conventional wis-
dom is that the primaries will be delayed
possibly as late as September. Because bal-
lots must be sent overseas, elections offi-
cials say it would be impossible to conduct
a primary later than September — mean-
ing that if the General Assembly fails to act
by the end of April, candidates will be forced
to use the old districts in 2011 and then
hold another round of elections in 2012.

“We are aware of Virginia’s time con-
straints,” said Xochitl Hinojosa, a Depart-
ment of Justice spokeswoman. “We are
working with state and local officials.”
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Massage Therapy, Reiki, Thai Yoga Massage
Gift certificates and appointments available

         online at bodyinbalancecenter.com

Holiday Gift Certificates!

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

The students of Burgundy Farm Country Day School performed a holiday celebration, Festival of Lights, on
Friday, Dec. 17. The Festival of Santa Lucia, Las Posadas, Ramadan, The Legend of the Raven, Diwali, Kwanzaa
and Hanukkah narrated by the eighth grade boys were re-enacted by each of the classes in the school gym.

Festival of Lights at Burgundy Farm

News

The children of the Kinder-
garten Polar Bears class
lead the Saint Lucia Day
Procession into the gym on
Friday morning.

The seventh grade class perform the Native American
legend of the Raven. The legend explains how the trick-
ster Raven brought light and warmth to the world. While
many tribes tell a different story, the tale generally tells
of a Raven who turned himself into a pine needle the
chief’s daughter drank. She then gave birth to a baby who
cried and cried for a particular box, which his mother
and grandfather opened to reveal the sun.

Cathy Selman, Joe Peacock, Nancy Kaplan and Steve
Selman sing the finale of “This Little Light of Mine.”

As the first grade students
sing “You’re a Mean One,
Mr. Grinch,” second and
third grade teacher Peter
Nippard appears as Mr.
Grinch.

Led by eighth grader Perry
Connor, the kindergarten Pen-

guin class performs Las
Posadas, which means “the

inns” or “the shelters” in Span-
ish. A religious and social

celebration that takes place for
nine nights (Dec. 16-24), the

holiday known as Las Posadas
commemorates Joseph and

Mary’s journey to Bethlehem
and their search for shelter

prior to the birth of Christ. Las
Posadas is a reenactment of this
journey and an elaborate prepa-

ration for La Navidad (Christ-
mas) in Mexico and some Cen-

tral American countries.

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette



10  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  December 23-29, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion

W
e wish our readers, our clients
and everyone who lives, works,
studies, plays, shops or pursues
their avocations here all the

best over this holiday week and beyond into
the New Year. Thank you for making the Ga-
zette a part of your week, a part of your year.

This is our last news edition of 2010; next
week shortly after Christmas, readers will re-
ceive the Children’s Gazette, our tra-
ditional issue devoted to the writing
and artwork of local children and
teens.

In the meantime, we are looking for input
on New Year’s resolutions. Share one or more
of the resolutions you will make for 2011, or
tell us about a past resolution and how you
approached it, for better or worse. Do you
have some tips to share for achieving your
goals? Send us 50-200 words, and please
share a photo as well. We’ll print selections
in our first issue of the New Year, Jan. 5-12,
2011.

Send your submissions to smauren@
connectionnewspapers.com.

Another opportunity to be a part of the news-
paper: The Pet Gazette will publish on Feb. 2,

2011, send us photos of you and your pet by
Jan. 20.

Alternatives to
Drinking and Driving

A recent ride-along with a Northern Virginia
police officer gave Connection reporter Alex

McVeigh a chance to convey some of
the methods and mission to get drunk
drivers off the road. (See Getting
Drunk Drivers Off the Streets, in Dec.

15’s Reston Connection, http://
c o n n e c t i o n n e w s p a p e r s . c o m /
article.asp?article=346976&paper=71&cat=104)

Among other things on the night of the ride-
along, the officer encountered an apparently
drunk driver who had fallen asleep behind the
wheel waiting to make a right turn, his car
running, his turn signal blinking and vomit
evident down the outside of the driver’s side
door.

It’s enough to make you want to stay home.
With the season for holiday parties comes

the increased incidence of driving under the
influence, with drunk driving arrests up more

than 70 percent compared to other times of
year. In 2010, Fairfax County Police have in-
vestigated more than 660 alcohol related acci-
dents. In 2008 in Fairfax County, there were
more than 3,100 arrests for driving under the
influence.

In Arlington, 677 arrests. In Alexandria, 515
arrests. In the City of Fairfax, 181 arrests.

DON’T TAKE THE RISK. Plan ahead, leave
your car at home, take public transportation,
arrange for a designated driver, or choose to
abstain if a designated driver isn’t available.

 But if you find yourself in the unfortunate
position of drinking without a safe way home
on your own this holiday season, the Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program has provided
you with a safety net called SoberRide. Take
their number with you when you head out, and
be sure any young adults (must be 21 or over)
in your family are similarly armed.

WRAP’s 2010 Holiday SoberRide program is
available now through 6 a.m., Saturday, Jan.
1, 2011. To receive a free cab ride home (up
to a $30 fare), call 800-200-8294. You must
be 21 or older. (Callers are responsible for any-
thing over $30.)

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year

Editorials

See Letters,  Page 11

In Search of
Life-saving
Heroes
To the Editor:

On Sunday evening, Oct. 3, my
husband, daughter and I were en-
joying a drink at Mango Mike’s
restaurant when my husband,
Tom, suffered cardiac arrest.

The restaurant management
and bystanders responded imme-
diately to our shouts of “call 911,”
and within seconds, three women
were at his side, announcing they
were certified in CPR. They began
compressions immediately, and
continued them until the EMTs
took over. The EMTs stabilized him
and brought him to Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital. They were both
skilled and sensitive at keeping us
informed, as they were able.

Tom spent two and a half weeks
in the ICU, where he and the doc-
tors faced down many challenges
before he was restored to health.
We received excellent care at
Inova, and want to pay tribute to
the skills and compassion of the
doctors and nurses who cared for
Tom (Full disclosure: I work for
the Community Health Division of
Inova Health System). He is recov-
ering well, without the loss of any
of his faculties.

All of the doctors told us, how-
ever, that if not for the well-per-
formed CPR, Tom would not have
survived. So we are anxious to rec-
ognize and thank the women who

helped save his life.
One of them, Catherine Gajardo,

is a teacher’s aide at Mount Vernon
Elementary School. She learned
CPR as part of her job, and makes
it a point to keep her skills cur-
rent.

We are searching for the other
two women and hope your read-
ers (including anyone who may
have been at the restaurant that
evening) may be able to help us
identify them. We are so grateful.
Our thanks also go to the staff and
patrons of Mango Mike’s who
acted as quickly as they could to
help us. We appreciate living in a
community where people take ac-
tion to help others in need.

Lori Cooper

ACPS’s Poor
Communication
To the Editor:

Sadly, Alexandria’s citizens were
led to believe that the recent hir-
ing of Alan Hilburg by Alexandria
City Public Schools was in order
to provide a clear direction for the
ACPS Communications Depart-
ment.  Now the truth has reared
its ugly head.  Mr. Hilburg appears
to be acting as the Alexandria
superintendent’s PR writer and
personal media representative to
push back against mounting dis-
dain over the course of
Alexandria’s public schools.

Letter to the Editor
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Robert’s Memorial Church on Dec.
18, 2010 at 11:35 a.m.Snapshot
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Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

Visit the Merchants at Bradlee
and make Seasonal Shopping a Pleasure!

Making the Holidays Happy
for over 50 Years...

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Open Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve 9am-6pm

Closed Christmas and New Years Day

From Page 10

Letters

Mr. Hilburg’s recent letter to the
editor conveniently failed to men-
tion that he is one of the recent
consultants reaping an exorbitant
fee from the city’s school system.
While Mr. Hilburg is chastising
those who dare question the nar-
row “my way or a ‘bus ticket to
Fairfax’” approach within the Al-
exandria school system, he has
neglected to disclose that he is a
beneficiary of this misguided
transformation approach.  Mr.
Hilburg is raking in $12,000 a
month to apparently sell what par-
ents, teachers, and citizens just
aren’t buying.

Mr. Hilburg does not address
any of the questions or points
raised by the “suspiciously same
voices” who are concerned with
where our city’s schools are head-
ing.  Nor does he address any of
the issues raised following the
Gazette’s in-depth coverage focus-
ing on the upheaval taking place
within Alexandria’s public schools.
Mr. Hilburg instead creates
phrases like “criticism is a form of
self-boasting.”  This evasiveness
and these types of outlandish and
dangerous statements are some-
thing which the citizens of Alex-
andria should take note of.

Criticism is not a form of self-
boasting, it is criticism. It is the
judgment of the merit of the idea.
Criticism of ideas and actions
should be encouraged in all areas,
especially in public education.  The
letter to the editor writers and ar-
ticles in the Gazette seem to be
critical of what is transpiring
within the public schools not for
selfish reasons, but because they
have valid concerns as to the
“what,” the “how,” and the “why”
involving the changes taking place
under the direction of Alexandria’s
superintendent.

To use Mr. Hilburg’s words,
people in Alexandria are seeing
the “pain” but not the “gain” in
Alexandria’s schools.  They are
hearing about the pains from the
students, from the teachers, from
the principals, from the PTAs, and
they are seeing it for themselves.
They want to know what merits
such sweeping changes.

As parents, we don’t agree that
teachers being pulled from the
classroom to attend training ses-
sions for programs of the
superintendent’s friends “makes
sense.”  We, like others, fail to un-
derstand the logic that if our pub-
lic school teachers are our “most
important asset,” than why are the
ideas presented coming from out-

side sources who receive thou-
sands of dollars and have often not
taught in a public school classroom
for years, if not decades? Like the
others who are suspicious of what
is happening within the schools,
we are looking for the proof in the
pudding.  We want to see evidence
that these initiatives are improv-
ing the quality of education in Al-
exandria schools.

Mr. Hilburg is correct, there
should be contributing ideas, con-
tributing insights, and contribut-
ing experiences.  These ideas, in-
sights, and experiences should
come from the professionals who
work with the students of Alexan-
dria on a daily basis, from the prin-
cipals who oversee their schools,
and from the parents who entrust
the school system with providing
their child with a quality educa-
tion.  These ideas, insights, and
experiences should not come from
the for-profit programs of personal
friends of the superintendent or
from those who have recently
taken an interest in Alexandria’s
schools after retaining a large con-
sulting fee.

Grant and Amanda Andrews
Alexandria

More Letters,  Page 12



12  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  December 23-29, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Letters to the Editor

Opinion

Report from Morton Sherman

Superintendent of Schools

B
ottom line: great teachers are
the core of successful schools.
Most elements of a good edu-
cation go for naught if not

managed by a talented and skillful
teacher and led by a great building
leader.

Given the importance of a skillful
teacher to student learning, we must ad-
dress this question: How do we recruit, de-
velop, retain, and support great teachers?

To emphasize the importance of teacher
effectiveness, take two students who start
at the same academic level: one has an ef-
fective teacher for three years and the other
has an ineffective teacher. The cumulative
difference in academic achievement at the
end of three years can differ by at least
thirty-five percent. It is essential that highly
effective teachers be in every classroom.

I researched the most effective school di-
visions in America, such as Baldrige, Coun-

cil of Urban Boards of
Education, and Broad
Academy Award Win-
ners. How do award win-
ning school divisions re-
cruit and retain great
teachers? The answer
seems to be that they all
offer: 1) better pay, 2) a
broad selection of benefit
packages, 3) an environ-

ment that promotes professional develop-
ment and collaboration, 4) an unwavering
focus on high achievement for all students.

Starting in January and continuing over
the next three years, we will work as an
ACPS team to transform our system for com-
pensating teachers so that salary, benefits,
professional learning, and time are tied to
student learning.

Great teachers should be well compen-
sated. For example, consider Robin Spence-
Shepperson, P.E. teacher at Lyles-Crouch
Elementary School. She has led the effort
for LCTA students to receive recognition for

Best Practices in Nutrition and Physical Ac-
tivity for six years, coordinates and executes
bus arrivals, acts as “unofficial assistant
principal’ in a school that does not have an
assistant principal, coordinates all school
assembly programs, raised funds for athletic
and academic equipment, not to mention
using nights and weekends for lesson plan-
ning and grading. She is one of many Cham-
pions of Education in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools.

Reggie Grooms at Francis Hammond 2
has organized field trips, dances, the end
of year celebration, and SOL testing, in ad-
dition to being an outstanding educator in
the classroom. These are two of hundreds
of examples of teachers as superb profes-
sionals.

I am asking teachers to work with me to
create new career path options for teach-
ers that will reward teachers appropriately.
Fifty percent of new teachers leave teach-
ing within the first five years. We cannot
afford to let highly effective teachers get
away. As a boy in the Thornton Wilder play

“Our Town” says, “I think when a person
starts out to be a teacher, she oughta stay
one.” We agree.

If teachers want to remain in the class-
room, we need to support them and make
it possible in this still emerging century. If
a teacher is highly effective, we want to
keep him or her. And if not, then it is our
responsibility to provide professional devel-
opment so that teaching will be more re-
warding both for the teacher and for the
student.

More than seventy teachers have already
volunteered to work on committees to flesh
out the details of this new compensation
system. I have asked Steve Wilkins, current
Executive Director of Human Resources, to
focus his efforts on this project. Teachers,
principals, and parents will work with us
on developing these new career paths and
other changes in compensation.

The goal: to focus the work of teachers
on student learning, to enhance salary and
career options, to increase student and staff
learning time.

Teachers, School Leaders, Make the Difference

By Andrew Macdonald

T
he New York Times calls Facebook
“concept of the year” in large mea-
sure because it has helped to cre-

ate a larger sense of community. In contrast,
the concept behind the new Alexandria
waterfront plan does the opposite really.
The plan is a smorgasbord of ideas, some
good, some terrible, that doesn’t connect
us together as a community or really show-
case what makes Alexandria so special.

The concept we choose should inspire us
by embracing those aspects of the town that
are unique and livable. The current one
doesn’t accomplish that goal for most resi-
dents and therefore will not impress visi-
tors either, although some may wonder why.
Those traveling on smaller budgets and with
kids will see little more than they see to-
day. The Torpedo Factory Arts Center illus-

trates just how important an arts anchor is
to the town and how different it makes us
from other waterfronts.

The current plan, though, is based on a
tired and uninspiring recipe, which reads:
to revitalize an historic waterfront just add
a few boutique hotels, a restaurant that re-
sembles an 18th century warehouse, a pier
that would fit in Dubai, a new hard plaza,
more boat-slips in front of a historic point,
and way-finding signs that direct visitors to
a parking garage that may or may not be
open or really have vacant space.

The estimated price tag for all the cur-
rent public amenities: $30-40 million. The
real cost: our quality of life and the chance
to be something different than a mini-Na-
tional Harbor. We can certainly do better.

There is a much more elegant and sus-
tainable alternative that has emerged from
the muck of repetitious and costly consult-

ant-led charettes. The inspiration for the
idea comes from artists and historians who
actually live and work here. The focus is
not simply on the revenue that might be
generated if more people visit the water-
front and park somewhere, but on what
makes us a great community first and fore-
most. The core of this concept is cultural
heritage tourism.

I envision a more public open space,
mixed with attractions like a museum and
other historic and artistic exhibits that link
the waterfront to the Potomac, and the
town’s main retail center and other historic
landmarks. Old buildings are reused
innovatively. There is more open space and
a real plan to encourage visitors to get out
of their cars and walk or bike or take an
electric trolley. There are no new hotels
and restaurants in this more family-
friendly plan and there are no new 50-60

foot structures that will dump even more
sewage into the very waterfront that we
are trying to preserve. As such, we will not
need to spend so much money trying to
reduce flooding.

Old Town Alexandria is already quite busy
and can only absorb so many tourists. This
waterfront plan is not crafted by develop-
ers but by a community with a sense of his-
tory, a strong desire to preserve their qual-
ity of life and strengthen the small business
community too. The concept will take many
years to implement, and require a large
public investment, in part because I strongly
believe that the Robinson Terminal Ware-
houses should not converted into hotels,
restaurants and town-homes.

The ultimate goal should be a public wa-
terfront that reflects our history and
strengthens those things that make us such
a livable community.

Alternative Waterfront Concept: More Public Open Space

Our Neighbors
Need Support
To the Editor:

As the Christmas holiday is just
a few days away, it is important
for us to also consider the needs
of our community. Given the chal-
lenges of our current time, a
poorly performing economy and
high unemployment, there has
never been a more important time
to help contribute and give back
to our community. Our neighbors
need your support.

As one of the most recognized
non-profits in the world, United
Way of the National Capitol Area
provides assistance to those in Al-

exandria who may not have any-
one else to turn to.

I am honored to serve as Cam-
paign Chairman for the Alexandria
Regional Council. Our goal this
year is to raise more than $750,000
for organizations in our commu-
nity. There is no better way to give
back than to consider contributing
to United Way NCA. When you give
a gift to the Alexandria Regional
Council, you have the opportunity
to designate your funds to more
than 65 worthy local organizations
here in Alexandria.

The end of the year is rapidly
approaching and there is no bet-
ter time to give than now.

United Way Worldwide is head-
quartered right here in Alexandria

at 701 North Fairfax Street in Old
Town. Recently the Mary M. Gates
Learning Center opened in Alex-
andria. This state-of-the-art facil-
ity will provide a valuable resource
to both United Way and also our
community here in Alexandria.

Please consider making a contri-
bution to the Alexandria organiza-
tion of your choosing before year-
end. You can make a contribution
online at www.unitedwaynca.org.
Click “Give” on the right side of
your screen and at the bottom of
the form under “Designation
Choices” you can choose: “I would
like to designate some or all of my
gift to an Education, Income or
Health Impact Fund or Community
Impact Initiative.” When you click

this option a list of choices will
appear and will allow you to
choose “9001–Alexandria Commu-
nity Impact Fund.”

You can also mail your tax-de-
ductible contributions to United
Way NCA/Alexandria Impact Fund
8391 Old Courthouse Road Suite
200 Vienna, VA 22182.

If you any additional questions
please contact Kim Tate at 703-
549-4447.

Thanks for considering a contri-
bution to United Way NCA, and
have a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

Frank H. Fannon IV
Campaign Chairman for the
Alexandria Regional Council

Write
The Gazette welcomes views on
any public issue. The deadline
for all material is noon Friday.
Letters must be signed. Include
home address and home and
business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel,
grammar, good taste and factual

errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
Gazette Packet
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call 703-778-9410

or E-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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All Natural World Cuisine Locally
sourced in partnership with
regional farmers
Restaurant & WiFi Coffee Bar
535 E Braddock Rd. • 703.888.2865

“Grass Roots,” the newest mul-
ticultural, organic, restaurant on
the block is now serving wine
and beer to complement the

exceptional cuisine of our
celebrity chef, Santino Fillipeto

Mention this ad and receive
15% discount on your meal.

Umbrella of stars heavenly smile...
Of bright of lights throughout the city...
A Christmas Star for a child of bright...
Full of branches that reaches out...
Christmas light of like star’s through the eyes

of love...

It’s Christmas throughout the City...
The brightness of warmth that speaks...
Through the hearts of given...
For a child the share of Christmas...
   ...Merry Christmas To All...

Geri Baldwin
Alexandria

The Gift Of Given...

Letters to the Editor

Taylor Run
CAROLING FOR CHILDREN

For 45 years, seniors have been walking around on top of
Shooters Hill during the Christmas season to collect money for
Children’s National Medical Center. They will go out again Dec.
26, leaving at 5 p.m. from 310 Park Road. We welcome every-
one to a potluck supper afterwards and hope many singers will
show up. We don’t care if you are good singers or not.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhood
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See Carson Fund,  Page 24

By Gale Curcio

Gazette Packet

L
aunching the DC Metro Chapter of
Carson Scholars Fund just a couple
of months ago, Dr. Roy Heron and

his wife, Barbara pulled it all together and
put on a gala event recently at the New
Zealand Embassy in Washington, D.C.

At the end of evening, enough money was
raised to create at least one scholarship and
hopefully the beginnings of a Reading Room
at T.C. Williams High School. In addition to
the money raised, Duffy Books in Homes
USA pledged a donation of 10,000 books
for the Reading Room.

The Carson Scholars Fund supports two
main initiatives: Carson Scholarships and
Ben Carson Reading Projects.  The Carson
Scholars Fund scholarship program awards
students who have embraced high levels of
academic excellence and community service
with $1,000 college scholarships.  The Ben
Carson Reading Project initiative creates
inviting and exciting reading rooms for stu-
dents to discover the joy of independent
reading.

To date, more than 4,300 scholarships
have been awarded across the country;
award winners currently represent 42

By Brian Cain

Gazette Packet

M
any groups and individuals
collect Christmas presents
for needy children around
this time of year, but one

person in particular uses this holiday sea-
son to collect gifts that will be used for
something other than Christmas presents.

For 10 years, Linda Wolf, a sales associ-
ate at Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age in Alexandria, has been collecting pre-
sents around the Christmas holiday season
to benefit children in the cancer unit at
Children’s National Medical Center.
Now,ºwith Children’s Hospital’sºaffiliation
withºInova Fairfax Hospital, Wolf
hasºincludedºInova in the project as well.
These presents, however, are non-Christmas
presents; instead, they are used on special
occasions throughout the year.

“They come up after chemotherapy, or

when they’ve had a difficult procedure ...
anytime a child has a difficult day they can
go to the [special toy closet in the hospital]
and pick out anything they want to make
them smile,” said Wolf.

During the first few years, Wolf was able
to place all of the donations in a small au-
tomobile. This year, it will take several trips
with a large SUV to deliver all of the dona-
tions.

“We’re now the largest single gift of toys
to the cancer unit at Children’s National
Hospital,” Wolf said. “Our goal is to have a
year’s worth of gifts at each hospital.”

Debbie Freiburg, vice president of medi-
cal surgical nursing at Children’s, said that
Wolf’s donations are definitely the largest
for the toy closet at the hospital.

“That’s what she strives for every year —
to keep that closet full,” Freiburg said.

According to Freiburg, the toys donated
by Wolf are used as “hero toys.” She said
every time a child has a difficult procedure

or visit, he or she can choose a toy from the
closet. “They look forward to the toy,” she
said.

They look forward to it more than many
people realize. Freiburg said one patient,
who is now 29, began treatment at
Children’s when he was 2 years old. He told
Freiburg the only thing he remembered
about his visits to Children’s, was going to
the toy chest.

“So, after all those years of treatment and
spinal taps and all of that, the thing he re-
members is the toy chest,” said Freiburg.
“Isn’t that a great thing to remember?”

Wolf works every year to provide children
with those great memories, but she does not
take much, if any, of the credit for the siz-
able donations delivered to the hospitals.
She has had plenty of help, and she is quick
to point out that fact. Wolf said her clients
provide the majority of the gifts and for the
past two years her office has become in-
creasingly involved in the effort. Coldwell
Banker Cares Foundation, a charitable arm
of Coldwell Banker, has provided a mon-
etary gift for the past two years, and many
local businesses have also provided support.

Each year, Wolf and her two standard

poodles, known as “the girls,” throw an ice
cream party at Pop’s Old Fashioned Ice
Cream for those who donate. Attendees eat
as much as they want of whatever they want
and it is a coveted invitation in Old Town
during Christmas.

Although the party was held Dec. 7, it is
still not too late to donate.

Donations can be placed in the big red
tub at Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age, 310 King Street, Alexandria, until the
end of the first week in January.

Photo by Brian Cain/Gazette Packet

Linda Wolf and co-workers’ office space is full of toys destined for
Children’s National Medical Center.

Courtesy Photo

Ruth Papuchis, regional vice president, Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage, presents Linda Wolf with a check for $2,000 for Children’s
National Medical Center, with Kevin Gillian as Santa Claus.

People

Filling the Year-round Christmas Closet
Christmas collection for “Hero Toys”
at Children’s National Medical Center.

Corporate Contributors
Best Impressions
Bognet Construction
Coldwell Banker Cares Foundation
Decorium Gift and Home
Dr. Kim Kitchen
Dr. Ronald Pearlman
Franco Landini, Landini Brother’s Restaurant
Herbert Rosenblum, Attorney at Law
Hunt Burke, Burke and Herbert Trust
Market Squareº
Mitchell Hailey, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Monument Title of Alexandria
Old Town Trading Post
Pop’s Old Fashion Ice Cream
Urban Body Works

DC Metro Chapter Kicks Off Campaign for Carson Scholar Fund

Barbara
Heron, Jack
Olender, Roy
Heron, Candy
and Ben
Carson at the
Carson Scholar
Fund Gala.

Photo by

Gale Curcio
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By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

A
s a young firefighter, Capt. Willie
Bailey saw a desperate need in
many of the homes he visited in
Alexandria during the holidays

and decided to do what he could to help.
“I went into homes where there wasn’t

even a single piece of Christmas candy,” said
Bailey, a Del Ray resident and founder of
the Firefighters and Friends holiday toy
drive. “I started out 13 years ago helping
50 kids and today we will serve more than
3,000.”

Bailey’s 2010 drive culminated Dec. 15

at the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Sta-
tion on Richmond Highway in Alexandria,
where volunteers helped representatives
from schools and non-profits throughout
the area pick out toys for the children they
serve.

“Community Lodgings is dependent on
the generosity of others throughout the
year,” said Executive Director Bonnie Baxley.
“When the holidays roll around that gener-
osity is amplified and our families are grate-
ful for all that is done on their behalf.”

Joining Bailey in distributing toys were
retired county firefighters, soldiers from
Fort Belvoir and scouts from Troop 1865.

“Thanks to John Porter at ACT, we were
invited to participate today,” Baxley said.
“Because of this opportunity, three of our
children who asked for bikes will get them
and exciting gifts have been provided for
many others.”

Holiday Heroes
Firefighters help
3,000 area children.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ore than 100 children from the
city’s rec center programs at-
tended the Black Fire Service

Professionals holiday toy party Dec. 18 at
the Mark Center Hilton.

“I went to a party like this as a kid grow-
ing up in D.C.,” said Capt. Thurston
McClain, who founded the event 10 years
ago. “I don’t have kids of my own so this is
my way of giving back to the community.”

In addition to toys, the organization this
year provided a new winter coat to each of
the children.

“By far this is one of the most important
things I do,” said Fire Chief Adam Thiel,
who helped give out toys along with his two
children.

Black Fire Service Professionals
Provide Toys

John Morehead III brought 6-week-
old daughter Jersey Sky to the Dec.
18 celebration.

Naomi Cross, right,
gets a toy from Fire

Chief Adam Thiel, his
son Cooper, 7, and

Keanna Swindell.

Photos by

Jeanne Theismann/

Gazette Packet

Courtney Bishop, right, helps firefighter Corey
Matthews and retired firefighter Steve Hartman
load a donated bike on the Carpenter’s Shelter van.

Volunteer Shelli Vasser-Gilliam reviews distri-
bution procedures with Capt. Willie Bailey,
founder of the Firefighters and Friends toy
drive.

Pree Ann Johnson,
principle of James K.
Polk Elementary
School, shares a laugh
with Capt. Thurston
McClain.

Retired firefighters Charlie Wood,
left, and Ricky Pray sort toys at the
Firefighters and Friends distribu-
tion Dec. 15.

Photos by Jeanne

Theismann/Gazette Packet

Bonnie Baxley thanks Mikael
Severeid and Josh Von Holtz from
Troop 1865 for their help loading
toys and bikes for Community
Lodgings families.

Community

Students from St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Middle School display toys
collected for the Firefighters and Friends annual toy drive. The students
collected more than 175 toys in less than a week.
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Potomac

Best Wishes
For The Holidays

Photo by Louise Krafft
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

To Go
WHAT: First Night Alexandria
WHEN: Friday, Dec. 31, 2010
Second Annual Fun Hunt: 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kick-off Event at Durant Arts Center: 5 p.m.
100 Live Performances throughout Old Town: 7 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
Multimedia Fireworks Finale at George Washington Masonic Memorial: 12 midnight
WHERE: Headquarters: Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron St., Alexandria
Event: Throughout Old Town
INFO: www.FirstNightAlexandria.org; 703-746-3301
TICKETS: $15 before Dec. 21; $20 after. Children 12 and under are free. Admission badges
may be purchased online through Dec. 25. Badges can be purchased in person at the Alexan-
dria Visitors Center at Ramsay House, 221 King Street. On Dec. 31, all First Night venues will
have badges for sale beginning 15 minutes prior to the first performance. Admission badges will
also be available beginning at noon on Dec. 31 at the Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron Street.

First Night Alexandria’s New Year’s Eve Bash
100 live performances include a Capella,
Swing, Argentinean Tango, Russian Folk,
Cajun, Rock, Jazz at 17 venues in Old Town.

T
he harmonies of two a capella en-
sembles are part of the colorful line-
up of more than 100 live perfor-

mances throughout Old Town Alexandria for
First Night’s annual New Year’s Eve bash —
professional a capella ensemble Musikanten
and the popular College of William & Mary
Stairwells. The Stairwells will usher in the
New Year just prior to the fireworks finale.

Swing, Argentinean tango, Cajun, Russian
folk, rock, blues, jazz, even a comedy magic
show and entertainment for kids, are just
some of the acts that can be found at 17 in-
door venues throughout Old Town. With these
performances, plus interactive kids’ activities
and the all-ages, Fun Hunt, First Night Alex-
andria is the largest family-friendly and alco-
hol-free New Year’s Eve event in the region.
Your ticket for the event is a First Night badge
which gives you access to entertainment and
activities at spots all around Old Town. This
year’s First Night headquarters is the Durant
Arts Center, 1605 Cameron Street, blocks from
King Street Metro Station.

Starting at 7 p.m., with your First Night
badge and schedule in hand, stroll

Alexandria’s streets among venues, or hop on
and off the free King Street Trolley to catch
your favorite acts. Check out entertainment
at venues including the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, the Little Theatre of Alexandria, his-
toric Christ Church, and the Lyceum. Muse-
ums, public buildings, and even retail shops
are turned into performance venues to show-
case regional and national talent. Make a
night of it with dinner at one of Old Town’s
restaurants, or grab a bite to eat at designated
First Night venues.

Award-winning acts include Al and Amy’s
Celtic and Appalachian acoustic groove, as
heard on the Ken Burns documentary “The
National Parks: America’s Best Idea”,
Grammy-nominated Bill Kirchen’s roots rock
and roll, and 2009 WAMA Best Jazz Record-
ing winner Al Williams. QuinTango serenades
with sounds from Argentina, and Russkie
Musikanti will play Russian folk music that
might be heard in the village after a long day’s
work. The History of Acoustic Blues show in-
cludes authentic instruments from the 1920s
and 1930s and is performed by Curtis Blues
who was voted Solo Blues Artist of the Year.

Dance the night away with the irresistible
swing dance band King Teddy plus country
and honky tonk by the Folsom Prisoners,
Americana roots music by the Grandsons, the
Cajun tunes of Zydeco Crayz, and the lively
sounds of the Irish Breakfast Band.

Delight in the a capella renaissance with
the Stairwells’ mix of musical genres and holi-
day favorites, or the inspiring choral cham-
ber sounds of professional a capella ensemble
Musikanten.

This family-friendly event is full of activi-
ties for kids including face painting, moon
bounce, clowns doing balloon sculptures, and
interactive games. Try model boat building
and sailing for an additional fee. Kids will also

love the How-To Cowboy Joke Fest, sing-along
and rhythm instruments with Mr. Don, and
more. Alcohol-free venues keep it fun and
accessible for all ages — and children under
12 are free.

New this year, First Night Alexandria’s New
Year’s Eve midnight finale is exploding into a
multimedia spectacular with videos, lasers,
music and fireworks. The city’s most visible
monument, the George Washington Masonic
Memorial, will be the focus, with pyrotech-
nics that explode from the roof of the build-
ing! Be sure to grab a seat on the memorial
lawn for a great view and to hear a vocal per-
formance by the College of William & Mary
Stairwells.

‘Sunset Blvd.’  Worth a Listen
Schaeffer pulls out
all stops for lloyd
Webber musical.

Florence Lacey (as Norma Desmond)
sings “With One Look” in “Sunset
Boulevard” at Virginia’s Signature
Theatre through Feb. 13.

Where & When
“Sunset Boulevard”  plays at Signa-

ture Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave., in
Shirlington through Feb. 13. Evening
performances are Tuesday - Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m., Thursday - Saturday at 8
p.m., Sunday at 7 p.m. Matinees are
Saturday - Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are
$71 - $85. Call 703-820-9771 or log on
to www.signature-theatre.org.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

I
t has been 11 years since Signa-
ture Theatre mounted one of An-
drew Lloyd Webber’s musicals, but

now that they have decided to take up
“Sunset Boulevard” they certainly pulled
out all the stops. That included the sta-
tioning of a 20-piece orchestra on the
set in the 276-seat theater, yielding the
highest ratio of musicians to audience
members of any production to date. In-
deed, there are more musicians in the
orchestra than there are actors in the
cast.

The sound is simply superb. Music
director Jon Kalbfleisch draws out the
long melody lines of Lloyd Webber’s trib-
ute to the great movie scores of the
1940s lovingly while managing to keep
the brighter up-tempo tunes from seem-
ing heavy. The interlude that greets the
audience following intermission is the
orchestra’s opportunity to really show its riches and Kalbfleisch makes
sure they make the most of it. The plucked strings behind the chorus
in “A Little Suffering” come through more distinctly and to better ef-
fect than they did on Broadway or, for that matter, on the original cast
recording, and sound designer Matt Rowe uses wireless microphones
and amplification not to overwhelm the space but to maintain the
balance between vocal and instrumental forces.

Based on the Billy Wilder movie in which Gloria Swanson portrayed
a mentally unstable former film star (with famous lines such as “I am

big. It’s the pictures that got small!”  and “I’m
ready for my closeup now”). At heart, “Sun-
set Boulevard” is really a fairly intimate show
because it tells two love stories involving just
four main characters. There are 14 others in
the cast who play everything from famous
director Cecil B. DeMille to the guards at the
gate of Paramount Studios, but it is just the
four principals who are the focus of the piece.

Broadway veteran and frequent Signature
star, Florence Lacey, brings her marvelous
voice and a face that is believably the “rem-
nant” of the very image of Hollywood to the
role of demented and degenerating Norma
Desmond who takes in a young writer to work
on a script for her return (never use the word
“comeback”!) and seduces him with her

money and lifestyle, not with her sex appeal. When Lacey stands to
sing “As If We Never Said Goodbye” with tears streaming down her
face, the production hits its highest highlight.

Unlike Lacey, who sometimes seems to be performing rather than
becoming her character, Ed Dixon, who was last seen here in his
Helen Hayes Award nominated dual-character performance in “Sav-
ing Aimee”, is mesmerizing as the butler who, it turns out, has more
connection to the former film star’s past than it first appears. He’s

See "Sunset Blvd",  Page 21

SATURDAY/JAN. 8, 15, 22
Pinewood Derby Workshop. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Old Town Hardware will be holding its third-
annual Pinewood Derby Workshop. Cub Scouts
are invited to bring their Pinewood Derby cars
to the store to have craftsman Jesse Cathell
rough cut their designs. Scouts are required to
have the car design traced on their cars. There
will be sanders and hand tools available for the
Scouts to perform additional work on their cars.
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Salons & Spas
The Wanderer certainly believes in equal opportunity

when it comes to coiffing, grooming, and indulging in

general well-being.  He has dropped several hints that a

nice gift certificate from any of the below would suit him

just fine.  He wants to look as good as he feels, and feel

as good as he looks.  He wanders so far, after all.

B LORDS & LADIES

Give your lucky lady a Holiday Spa Package.  

Complete with a spa manicure, spa pedicure,

European facial, 1 hour massage, and a complementary

lunch all for $230.00.  She will think you are Santa.

605 Franklin Street,

703.549.2662,

landlsalon.com

G BANGS & BURNS

A single-chair, charming and intimate coif spot

with an incredibly talented stylist.

108 South Patrick Street, 703.548.5547

D LORRAINE APRILE

Send her into the newly renovated

salon for a Karetin Smoothing

Treatment Express Blowout

ranging from $200.00-250.00.

She will love her smooth and silky

hair.  Long lasting and faster, safer

and less waiting before your next

shampoo than other treatments.

Formaldehyde free.

112 South Fayette Street,

703.299.6100,

lorraineaprilesalon.com

C GLYNN JONES

The best of what’s Brittish or as they say, “brit chic”

... this is a fun place! Treatment services by M.D.

skincare. Several packages available. December

special — man/ped for just $40.

720 King Street, 703.549.4000, glynnjonessalon.com

E SALON AMARTI

A fashionable European styled

place where any lady on your

list would like to spend

an afternoon. Call owner

Sammy Amarti for details.

1322 Prince Street,

703.535.8100,

salonamarti.com

F LONDON BOB

This year is all about Safari at London Bob.

Get wild with a Holiday Safari Package or

design one of your own for your favorite

person.  A London Bobbies certificate is a

great gift for your teen or tween.  

415 S. Washington Street, 703.549.0545,

londonbobhairdesign.com

I THE GENTLEMEN'S

QUARTERS

Shoe shine, shave, haircut and

more in a clubby atmosphere.

Watch three flatsceen TV’s, while

reading the newspaper in comfy

leather wing chairs. Adjacent to

Windsor of Old Town.

105 South Union Street,

703.836.7330,

thegentlemensquarters.com

H ALTERNATIVE

HEALTH ASSOCIATES

Owner Maureen Schantz has

several packages in the

offering that combine elements

of her professional  emphasis

on massage, skincare, and

hair removal.

215 North Washington Street,

703.683.5736,

althealthassociates.com

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

© Google Map data

WINDSOR OF J
OLD TOWN

A venerable part of

Old Town for over

20 years offering spa

treatments, skincare,

massage, nails, and of

course, hair styling, in a

variety of gift packages.

107 South Union Street,

703.836.7330,

windsordayspa.com

AIDA SPA A
Featuring the world famous

Sothys products from Paris.

Aida Spa won the 2010 Small

Business of the Year awarded

by the Chamber of Commerce.

Her exceptional professional-

ism and experience with

ancient, time-proven methods

and modern, technology

applied to each individual's

needs draws clients from near

and far!

311 North Washington Street,

703.535.7875,

aidaspaoldtown.com
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Why, Why, Why
Pay More for

Diamond Earrings,
Anniversary Rings,

Gemstone and
Custom Jewelry?

RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL

Come see our distinct
selection of decorative

items for the home and body!

JUST ARRIVED New Shipments of
Sculptures, Art Glass & Pashminas

1600 Belle View Blvd.
Belle View Shopping Center

703-412-6066

Check Our Prices

the enabler that keeps fatal fantasies alive. When he
sings, in his distinctive basso, his final revelations, you
know from where the destructive lunacy stems.

The younger characters of note are D.B. Bonds, re-
turning to Signature where he danced the memory of
youth in the Kander and Ebb musical “The Visit” two
years ago, and Susan Derry who emerges from the en-
semble (she was in “Show Boat” here last year). Bonds
is impressive as he delivers every line of dialogue and
lyric with notable clarity while creating a believable
character of the weak young man who finally finds a
back bone but not before it is too late. His delivery of
the title song is another highlight of the production
and he and Derry join in a superbly modulated rendi-
tion of the prototypical Andrew Lloyd Webber love duet
“Too Much In Love to Care.”

The score has always drawn mixed reviews. Every-
one admits that it is full of soaring melodies, but some
object to the amount of repetition with Lloyd Webber
using themes over and over again. On the other side of
the argument, none other than Malcolm Williamson,
the Master of the Queen’s Music at the time the show
debuted, said it was “technically marvelous” finding in
it a “spiritual and philosophical depth” that “must be
taken every bit as seriously as the most significant de-
velopments in opera.” I think both views have some
touch of truth. The soaring melodies reminiscent of
big movie scores are superb, while some of the lighter
material from the scenes at Schwabs Drugstore or in a
Hollywood wanabe’s apartment fail to come up to that

standard no matter how often they are repeated.
Artistic Director Eric Schaeffer has set up the main

stage theatre at Signature in a thrust stage configu-
ration with the audience on three sides of the action
and the orchestra on a balcony behind the set. Set
designer Daniel Conway came up with a grand stair-
case that lowers down from the ceiling for the scenes
in the mansion and then flies away for those at the
movie studio. Matthew Gardiner has provided half a
dozen segments of film that help either establish the
mood or move the story along. Particularly effective
is his use of video for the car chase in the first act
which is a scene that has defeated designers before.
Gardiner and Schaeffer save us from a repeat of the
Broadway or the national tour approach which made
the actor playing the young man look almost like he
was driving a bumper car in a carnival. Distractingly,
however, another film-related effect has a problem
when the reels don’t rotate on the movie projector
on the set for the scene in which Lacey and Bond
sing “New Ways to Dream.”

The show settles in for a lengthy run scheduled to go
through Feb. 13. It is a particularly good season for
musical fans here in the area. Arena Stage, which has
now returned to its facility in Washington after a stay
in Crystal City, has a lovely production of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s “Oklahoma!” while “South Pacific” holds
forth at The Kennedy Center’s Opera House and even
the Shakespeare Theatre Company offers a rare musi-
cal with Mary Zimmerman’s revision of Bernstein’s
“Candide.”

From Page 19

Fine Arts

‘Sunset Blvd.’  Worth a Listen

NOW THROUGH DEC. 24
Holiday Small Works and Silent Auction. Gallery West fills

the walls with an eclectic show of small works just in time for
holiday gift giving. The display will feature original paintings,
sculptures, ceramics, photographs, digital art and jewelry. At
Gallery West, 1213 King Street in Old Town, Alexandria. Visit
www.gallery-west.com or call 703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 23
Artist Jan. E. Moffatt. Featuring the 2010 Blue Door

Collection and more. At Art in the Garden at the Historic
Manor House, Green Spring Gardens Park, 4603 Green Spring
Road, Alexandria. Hours: Wednesday to Sunday, 12 noon-
4:30 p.m. Call 703-941-7987, 703-642-5173,
www.GreenSpring.org.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 31
Greg Viggiano Photo Exhibit. The exhibit will showcase local

digital photography, the Pentagon Memorial, and other
selected images. At Firehook Coffee Shop on Union Street in
Old Town Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH MAY 7
Artist Horace Day. “Style and Identity: Black Alexandria in the

1970s, Portraits by Horace Day.” The exhibition of more than
30 paintings by Horace Day (1909-1984) features Alexandria
street scenes and portraits of African American Alexandrians
from the early 1970s. At The Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe Street in the heart of Alexandria’s
historic Parker-Gray District. Visit www.alexblackhistory.org
or call 703-746-4356.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 3
“Small Works.”  Fifteen members from the Multiple Exposures

Gallery are exhibiting “Small Works.” Noting larger than
12x12-inches in film, digital, color and B&W will all be
represented. Juror Lenny Campello is an artist, art critic and
writer. At Multiple Exposures Gallery, 105 N. Union St., #312,
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH MAY 1
Exhibition of Commemorative Wares. Features ceramic

wares that reflect the Alexandria community’s keen interest in
current and historic events. At the Lyceum, 201 South
Washington Street, Old Town Alexandria. Open Monday
through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. $2 admission. Call 703-746-4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 2
Ceramic Guild Show. Santa is coming to town and the

Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Scope Gallery has clay creations
and stocking stuffers to jingle everyone’s bells. Shopping is

Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with
Thursdays open until 9 p.m. At Scope Gallery, 101 North
Union Street, ground floor, Studio 19, Alexandria. 703-548-
6288 or visit www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.

JAN. 3 TO JAN. 30
Hot Pottery. Clay artists create toasty treats with their kilns for

the Kiln Club’s “Snuggling Up: Pots for Comfort Food” show.
At the Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Scope Gallery, 101 North
Union Street, ground floor Studio 19, Alexandria. Call 703-
548-6288 or visit www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/
scope.htm

NOW THROUGH JAN. 7
The Springfield Art Guild Art Show. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Featuring: 40 works of art are displayed in this exhibition and
sale. These works include oil, watercolor, photography, and
mixed media. At Godwin House, 4800 Fillmore Ave.,
Alexandria. Call Donnalynne Lefever 703-644-6677.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 2
Metalwork 2010.  Free. Metalwork 2010 is the Washington

Guild of Goldsmiths (WGG) biennial show and sale to exhibit
their members’ work. At the Target Gallery, Torpedo Factory
Art Center, Old Town Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or call 703-838-4565.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 2
Molded from Complicated Mixtures. Drawing inspiration

from the quirky characters and funky forms produced in
plastic toys, Megan Marlatt renders in a classic style paintings
that depict the many meanings behind toys. At the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 8
Eat, Pray, Sea. Photographer Pamela Viola’s Solo Show in

conjunction with FotoWeek. Offers a unique perspective on
the landscapes and cultures of Turkey and Greece. At Buzz,
901 Slaters Lane, Alexandria. Call 703-466-0179 or visit
www.pamelaviola.com.
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Don’t miss Opera Night
…December 26th

Jazz Wednesday Nights with
Bob Williams on the piano

Celebrate the New Year
Italian Trattoria Style

Four-course Dinner with Champagne or House Wine
includes balloons, noisemakers, hats, etc.

Enjoy the Romance of
Italian Piano Music by

Dick Smith
and Opera performances by

Dorothy Kingston
and David Troupp

with the Kennedy Center
and Franco, too!

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town  •  703-548-9338  •  www.trattoriadafranco.com

Open
Christmas Eve

Closed
Christmas Day

•Special Four-Course dinner menu only after 7:30 p.m.
•Early seating available 5:00–7:00 p.m. featuring our regular & special menu

Special
Menu
Includes:

•  Fillet of Salmon with Caviar
• Linguine with Mixed Seafood
• Roast Leg of Lamb with Rosemary
• Veal with Cream Brandy Sauce

See Entertainment,  Page 23

Entertainment

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connection newspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Steve Hibbard
at 703-778-9412 with questions.

ONGOING
Children enter a world of fantasy

and fables when costumed
interpreters weave three tales
together during Mount Vernon’s
storytelling session, “Once Upon a
Time at Mount Vernon,” held every
Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m. and 3
p.m.  Storytelling sessions will take
place in the Hands-On History Room
in the Donald W. Reynolds Education
Center.  “Working Together” is the
theme for January’s storytelling
sessions. During the 20-minute
session, children learn Aesop’s fables
and listen to stories about George
Washington’s life! The storytelling
program is recommended for
children ages 3 to 8. Parental
supervision is required. “Once Upon
at Time at Mount Vernon” is included
in regular Estate admission: adults,
$15; youth ages 6-11, $7; and
children under 5 are admitted free.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9 a.m.

to 4 p.m. Themed decorations
(including 12 Christmas trees), a
gingerbread Mount Vernon, historical
chocolate-making demonstrations,
and 18th-century dancing will be
offered. Visit Aladdin, George
Washington’s Christmas Camel, take
special Mansion tours, and make a
Chocolate Toast to Christmas, with
our 18th-century-style chocolate
drink, a Washington family favorite.
At George Washington’s Mount
Vernon Estate & Gardens, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway,
Mount Vernon; call 703-780-2000 or
visit mountvernon.org. Admission:
$15 for adults, $7 for youth (6-11),
and free for children 5 and younger.

EVERY FRIDAY
Grown & Sexy Happy Hour and

Comedy Show. 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Hosted by comedian Ed Blaze. Ladies
free until 9 p.m. Men $10/$15. At
Weyone Lounge, 5801 Duke St. #
E100, Alexandria, located in the back
of Landmark Mall. Call 202-321-
0867.

FRIDAY/DEC. 24
Jewish Community Center’s Day

of Service. Join 1,000 volunteers
who will help out at over 50 non-
profits throughout DC, Virginia and
Maryland. Projects vary from 2-4
hours and encompass a variety of
activities such as throwing holiday
parties for children, visiting seniors
and serving meals to the homeless.
Family and group projects are also
available. Visit
www.washingtondcjcc.org/volunteer.
There is a nominal registration fee of
$20, which helps cover the cost of
the event.

FRIDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. 100 live

performances start at 7 p.m. at 17
venues in Old Town Alexandria; the
Fun Hunt; Multimedia Fireworks
Finale; lasers; video, music. At
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Admission: $15 before
Dec. 21; $20 after. Children 12 and
under are free. Note that the
headquarters are at Durant Arts
Center, 1605 Cameron St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-3301 or
visit www.FirstNightAlexandria.org.

Dance Studio Lioudmila’s New
Year’s Eve Dance Party. 9:30
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Dance to the best
in Ballroom, Latin and Swing Music.
Attire: Elegant Casual. Admission is
$25/advance; $30/door. At Dance
Studio Lioudmila, 18 Roth Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-751-8868. Visit
www.dancelioudmila.com.

SUNDAYS, JAN. 2, 9, 16
Bach Vespers. 6 p.m. These Vesper

services are based on the principles
of “ancient-future” worship, which
incorporates the rites and elements
that go back centuries if not
thousands of years – candles,
incense, sung Scripture, cantor-lead
singing and recitation, and ancient
hymns. At Westminster Presbyterian
Church, 2701 Cameron Mills Road,
Alexandria. Visit  www.wpc-alex.org

SATURDAY/JAN. 8, 15, 22
Pinewood Derby Workshop. 10 a.m.

to 2 p.m. Old Town Hardware will be
holding its third-annual Pinewood
Derby Workshop. Cub Scouts are
invited to bring their Pinewood
Derby cars to the store to have
craftsman Jesse Cathell rough cut
their designs. Scouts are required to
have the car design traced on their

Peter Mayer
SUNDAY/JAN. 16
Singer/songwriter Peter Mayer. 7 p.m. With special guest Sterling Trio. Tickets

are $18 general, $15 in advance at FocusMusic.org. At Church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.

Sterling Trio
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 Open Christmas Eve

3 Seatings with a 3-Course Meal

3 Seatings with a 5-Course Meal

New Year’s Eve

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Please make
holiday

reservations
early

CELEBRATE THE SEASON
WITH

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

cars. There will be sanders and hand tools available for the
Scouts to perform additional work on their cars.

SUNDAY/JAN. 9
“Twelfth Night: Noel, Nouvelet!” 6 p.m. Armonia Nova,

an ensemble of historical instruments and voices returns for
its ninth year at Christ Church to celebrate the joyous
traditions of Twelfth Night and the mid-winter solstice,
with French music from the 12th-17th C. At Christ Church,
118 N. Washington St., Old Town Alexandria.  Also
Saturday, Jan. 8, 5 p.m. at Our Savior Lutheran, 825 S.
Taylor St., Arlington.  Donations welcomed.
www.armonianova.org or 571-482-9052.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 12
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6. With DJ Dabe

Murphy. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

FRIDAY/JAN. 14
Union 206 Film Night: “Brazil.” 8 to 11 p.m. Free. Union

206 Studio presents a free showing of the film, “Brazil.” At
206 S. Union St., Alexandria. Visit http://
www.union206.com

“Oliver.” 8 p.m. Tickets are $25/person. Hosted by the
Bailey’s Crossroads Rotary Club. Proceeds will be donated
to Fisher House Foundation. At the Little Theater of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe Street, Alexandria.

SATURDAY/JAN. 15
American Balalaika Symphony in Concert. 8 p.m. Peter

Trofimenko and The American Balalaika Symphony present
Midwinter Music of Love, a musical exploration of love in
all its many variations, as presented by great composers
from around the world, including Arensky, Brahms, De
Senneville, Kabalevsky, von Weber, Hanley, Tabachnikov,
Petrov, Zubkov and more. Tickets are $20/advance; $25/
door; $15/seniors and students. At the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, NOVA
Community College, Alexandria Campus, 3001 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Visit www.ABSorchestra.org.

Alexandria Coin Show. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Alexandria
Coin Club is sponsoring a Coin Show featuring 50 tables
with a wide variety of coins, currency and numismatic
collectables. Prizes will be given to the first 500 people who
show up at the show. An instruction period is included for
those new to collecting. Additionally, there is a raffle for
Gold & Silver coins. At the Hampton Inn on the corner of
the Beltway and Rt. 1 (5821 Richmond Hwy.). Visit
www.members.cox.net/alexandriacoinclub.

SUNDAY/JAN. 16
Singer/songwriter Peter Mayer. 7 p.m. With special guest

Sterling Trio. Tickets are $18 general, $15 in advance at
FocusMusic.org. At Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria.

MONDAY/JAN. 17
Free Tours. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. In honor of the birthdays of

Gen. Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee and his son, Gen.
Robert E. Lee, the Lee-Fendall House Museum and Garden
will be offering free tours.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 19
Square Dance Lessons. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Free. From the

Boomerangs Square Dance Teaching Council. At Lincolnia

From Page 22

Entertainment

FRIDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. 100 live performances start at 7

p.m. at 17 venues in Old Town Alexandria; the Fun Hunt;
Multimedia Fireworks Finale; lasers; video, music. At George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Admission: $15 before Dec. 21; $20 after.
Children 12 and under are free. Note that the headquarters
are at Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron St., Alexandria.
Call 703-746-3301 or visit www.FirstNightAlexandria.org.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 29
Jubilant Bridge. 8 p.m. A harmony-driven

acoustic duo from Colorado will perform.
At St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300 Mount
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-739-
9268 or visit http://
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com.

Center, 4710 North Chambliss St., Alexandria. Call Nancy
at 703-573-8378.

THURSDAY/JAN. 20
“Measure for Measure.” 7:30 p.m. Free. Performed by the

American Shakespeare Center. At Pendleton Hall, Episcopal
High School, 3900 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org or call 703-933-4135.

SATURDAY/JAN. 22
Speak Up for a Child. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Fairfax Court

Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) is hosting an
information session. At the John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria. If you would like to learn more
about advocating for abused or neglected children, call
703-273-3526, x22 or email ekosarin@casafairfax.org for
more information.

FEB. 12-20
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Performances are Feb.

12, 18 and 19 at 7:30 p.m.; and Feb. 13 and 20 at 3 p.m.
Presented by Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theater.
At Heritage Presyberian Church, 8503 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Gymboree Play & Music, Hiring
◆ PT Play and Art Teachers ◆

Train now to begin Jan. 3rd. Chantilly, 
Burke, Alexandria. Weekday a.m. 

and/or afternoons. Art, Child Dev., or 
preschool ed. or experience preferred. 

Call  703-836-2277 for interview details, 
or read detailed ad on craigslist.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

News

By Brian Cain

Gazette Packet

T
he Small Business Jobs Act of
2010, signed into law by Presi
dent Barack Obama in Septem
ber, includes a little provision

nobody likes and seems nobody can get rid
of, but that does not overshadow the nu-
merous benefits included in the bill.

Christopher Davidson, CPA, senior man-
ager of Goodman & Co., LLP, mentioned
several key aspects of the Act that would
benefit small businesses while speaking at
a small business workshop Thursday, Dec.
2, but he also mentioned one provision that
just will not go away. It is

called the “Form 1099 nightmare.”
Businesses must issue a 1099 when they

pay someone $600 or more in one year, but
rental property is not usually considered an
act of business for tax purposes. The Jobs
Act, however, changed this. Rental property
is now considered an act of business, and
businesses must issue 1099’s for work re-
lating to rental properties, even if they are
not commercial properties.

“The small business job act made a blun-
der on this one. The administration has
basically come out and said ‘we didn’t real-
ize how bad this was going to be — we want
to kill it.’ They tried to kill it … but this still
exists,” Davidson said. He said everyone
wants to repeal the provision, but the prob-
lem is that it gets tacked onto another bill,
and that bill gets killed for some other rea-
son.

Davidson recommends that small busi-
nesses owners with rental properties should
start in January 2011 and get the social se-
curity number of everyone that services
rental properties, and have them fill out the
1099 requirements form. He said to be pre-
pared to submit the information at the end
of 2011, just in case that piece of legisla-
tion is not repealed next year.

“We expect to see it to go away,” said
Davidson, “but we also expected that we’d
never make it through 2010 without an es-
tate tax either.”

One bad provision, however, does not ruin
the whole bill. Bridget Bean, District Direc-
tor of the U.S. Small Business
Administration’s Washington Metropolitan
Area District Office, said it is the most sub-
stantial piece of small business legislation
in almost a quarter of a generation.

“I have been around for 22 years and I
have never seen anything quite as compre-
hensive,” said Bean, “It is intended and will
fulfill providing more capital, tax relief and
more opportunities to America’s small busi-
nesses to help them create jobs.”

One new, but temporary, provision that
helps small business owners involves
owner-occupied commercial real estate re-
financing. For owners with balloon pay-
ments coming due, they can refinance
through the SBA’s 504 program. The pro-
gram provides financing at a 20 year fixed
rate of almost 4 1/2 percent.

“I think this is one of the most important
provisions,” Bean said.

Another provision of the Act increased the
amount small businesses can borrow under
SBA programs. The maximum top loan was
increased to $5 million from $2 million. The
maximum microloans were increased to
$50,000 from $35,000, and express loans
were increased to $1 million from
$350,000.

One key provision in the Act involved
government contracting. Prior legislation

stated government contracts “shall” use
HUBZone small businesses, which are busi-
ness located in “economically distressed
communities.” This shut out many qualified
small businesses from being awarded gov-
ernment contracts. The new provision
places all small businesses on an equal play-
ing field.

“This gives the contracting officer the
ability and the tools that he or she needs to
make the contract award to the most quali-
fied small business, the one that can pro-
vide the best solution,” Bean said.

The workshop was the second in the
monthly “START, MANAGE, GROW your
business” series, sponsored by the Alexan-
dria Small Business Development Center.
The Alexandria SBDC provides counseling,
training and information in all aspects of
small business management. Services are
confidential and free of charge. For more
information about the Alexandria SBDC,
call 703-778-1292 or visit
www.alexandriasbdc.org.

Nightmare in Small Business Jobs Act
Alexandria SBDC
covers key
aspects of bill.

Upcoming Workshops
TUESDAY/JAN. 11.
Marketing Matters Most. Networking and Coffee

7:30 a.m. Program 8-9:30 a.m. At the Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St. Registration required.
Call 703-778-1292.

THURSDAY/FEB. 8.
Business Financing. Networking and Coffee 7:30

a.m. Program 8-9:30 a.m. At the Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Presented by Virginia Commerce
Bank. Registration required.

Call 703-778-1292.

Carson Scholar Fund Underway

Wintry Coating
Eisenhower Valley is covered with snow as residents go to work.

Photo by La Shawn Avery-Simons/Gazette Packet

From Page 14

states. More than 800 Carson Scholars
have been recognized for their academic
and humanitarian achievements in multiple
years.

The Ben Carson Reading Project has also
enjoyed similar success. Through partner-
ships with individuals and corporations,
over half a million dollars has been invested
into creating and maintaining Ben Carson
Reading Rooms. More than 45 reading
rooms have been established in schools

across the country.
In attendance at the event was Dr. Ben

Carson and his wife, Candy. Carson said, “A
lot of people talk about education but don’t
do anything about it. My mother was one
of 24 children. She married at the age of
13 to a bigamist and only had a third-grade
education.

“One day she looked around at people
that were succeeding and asked, ‘What’s the
difference? They read. I’m going to change
the lives of my sons. They are going to turn
off the TV and read books.’”

Carson said that started their daily visits
to the library. At first, he wasn’t so excited
to be missing time playing with his friends,
but then he realized, “Between the covers
of the books, I could be anybody and go
anywhere. I realized that if it’s up to me,
it’s up to me.”

Carson attended the Detroit Institute of
Arts and got what he needed to propel him
to Yale University. Today he is a full profes-
sor of neurosurgery, oncology, plastic sur-
gery, and pediatrics at the Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine, and he has directed
pediatric neurosurgery at the Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center for over a quarter of a
century.

For more information, visit
www.carsonscholars.org or contact Dr. Roy
Heron at 703-629-8996 or DCMetro
CarsonScholars@gmail.com.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Friendly Painting &
Construction

friendlypnc.yc@gmail.com

No Job Too Small or Big
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Class A Lic. VA & MD • Fully Insured & Bonded
703–425–3600

•Prof. Painting Residential/Commercial
•Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Remodeling

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

Firewood
Seasoned
High quality

Full & half cords
800-927-5102
Next day delivery

Landsdownlandscaping@
yahoo.com

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility is proposing to modify an existing wireless tele-
communications facility on an existing building located at 6040 
Richmond Highway, Alexandria, Fairfax County, VA. Three 
new  LTE  antennas,  at  a centerline height of  95-feet, and six 
radio-head antennas will be mounted on the existing rooftop 
penthouse. Additionally, one new equipment cabinet and GPS 
antenna will be placed on the existing platform on the building 
rooftop.  Any  interested  party  wishing  to   submit   comments 
regarding the potential effects the proposed facility may have 
on any historic property may do so by sending such comments 
to: Project 61107411-JLD c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susque-
hanna  Trail   South,  York,  PA  17403,   or   via  telephone   at
(717) 779-9683.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6.........Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.........Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2...............Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...............Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

LANDSDOWN TREE REMOVAL
24 HOUR 7 DAYS

Emergency Tree Removal
Tree Removal, Pruning,

Tree Hazard Assessments
Insurance Appraisals

Licensed & Insured

800-927-5102

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Burlimann Enterprises, LLC, trading as Cafe 
Nicole, 1125 Queen Street, Alexandria, VA 
22314.  The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine & Beer on 
premise license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Nicole Burlimann, Owner 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2011 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666 
====================================
=========================
BZA CASE #2010-0028 
5247 SEMINARY ROAD 
R-12, RESIDENTIAL 
Orlando Perez, owner: Variance to construct a 
two story addition 36.10 feet from the front prop-
erty line facing Seminary Road. If the variance 
is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals will be 
granting a variance from section 12-102(A)of 
the zoning ordinance relating to physical en-
largement of a noncomplying structure. 

BZA CASE #2010-0029 
209 DUNCAN AVENUE 
CL, COMMERCIAL 
Annemarie and Gregory Mason, owners, by Ka-
ren Conkey, architect: Variance to build a mulit-
family dwelling on the footprint of an existing 
one-story single-family dwelling and a two-story 
rear addition 8.58 feet from east side property 
line and 3.33 feet from the west side property 
line. If the variance is granted, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals will be granting a variance from 

section 12-102(A)of the zoning ordinance relat-
ing to physical enlargement of a noncomplying 
structure. 

BZA CASE #2010-0030 
3002 BRYAN STREET 
R-8, RESIDENTIAL 
Emily Graves, owner: Variance to construct a 
one-story addition 23.00 feet from the front 
property line facing Torrey Place. If the var-
iance is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
will be granting a variance from section 12-
102(A)of the zoning ordinance relating to physi-
cal enlargement of a noncomplying structure. 

BZA CASE #2010-0031 
3416 OLD DOMINION BOULEVARD 
R-8, RESIDENTIAL 
Anthony and Jennifer Roda, owners, by Kim 
Beasley, architect: Special exception to con-
struct a covered open front porch 24.00 feet 
from the front property line

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that Gallman 

Transportation Service LLC, 312 East Monroe 
St, Alexandria, Virginia 22301 has applied to the 

DMV for authority to operate as a COMMON 
CARRIER OF PASSENGERS OVER 

IRREGULAR ROUTE providing service in the 
cities of Alexandria, and Fairfax, Virginia and 

the counties of Arlington and Fairfax. 

Any person who wishes to support or oppose 
the application, but does not wish to be a party 
to the matter, must send a written statement to: 
DMV, MCS-CMU, P.O. Box 27412, Richmond, 
VA 23269-0001. The statement must be signed 
and contain the applicant’s name and DMV 
case number (MC1000052DR).

Any person who wishes to protect the applica-
tion and be a party to the matter must contact 
DMV at 804-367-1609 to receive information on 
filing a protest. The deadline for filing letters of 
supports, opposition or protest is January 12, 
2011.

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application for the 
collocation of new antennas on the building lo-
cated at 1101 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia. 
AT&T is publishing this notice in accordance 
with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, 
the National Environmental Policy Act and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 36 
CFR 800. The project referenced as “Old 
Town” will consist of the collocation of new an-
tennas onto new sled mounts. In addition, two 
inch innerduct will be run from the antennas to 
the existing AT&T equipment. Parties interested 
in submitting comments or questions regarding 
any potential effects of the proposed facility on 
Historic Properties may do so in writing by con-
tacting Carol Blitz, AT&T, at 7150 Standard 
Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o 
theresa.scarlato@atcassociates.com.

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
====================================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, JANUARY 5, 2011 beginning at 7:30 PM 
in Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the fol-
lowing applications: 

CASE BAR2010-0011
Request for Permit to Demolish for construction 
of new dormers and renovations at 626 S. Lee 
St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: S. Lee & Debra Parker by Lewis & 
Associates LTD

CASE BAR2009-0301
Request for alterations at 626 S. Lee St, zoned 
RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: S. Lee & Debra Parker by Lewis & 
Associates LTD

CASE BAR2010-0326
Request for demolition of storefront at 719 King 
St, zoned KR King Street Retail. 
APPLICANT: 719 King St LLC

CASE BAR2010-0329
Request for new storefront and awning and rear 
door alterations at 719 King St, zoned KR King 
Street Retail. 
APPLICANT: 719 King St LLC

CASE BAR2010-0354
Request for demolition/encapsulation at 915 Ca-
meron St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Craig Miller and Lisa Brock

CASE BAR2010-0355
Request for new windows at 915 Cameron St,
zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Craig Miller and Lisa Brock

CASE BAR2010-0356
Request for replacement gate at 336 N. Pitt St,
zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Jane Harter

CASE BAR2010-0358
Request for demolition/encapsulation at 410 S. 
Lee St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Robert Lewandowsky

CASE BAR2010-0359
Request for additions/alterations at 410 S. Lee 
St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Robert Lewandowsky

CASE BAR2010-0361
Request for demolition/encapsulation at 313 S. 
Columbus St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Norman and Judith Ann Lisy

CASE BAR2010-0362
Request for alterations at 313 S. Columbus St,
zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Norman and Judith Ann Lisy

CASE BAR2010-0363
Request for window replacement and alterations 
at 406 S. Royal St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Paul & Linda Darlington by John 
Savage Architect, P.C.

CASE BAR2010-0364
Request for Permit to Demolish/Encapsulation 
for alterations and new addition at 408 S. Royal 
St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Robert & Meredith MacNab by 
John Savage Architect, P.C.

CASE BAR2010-0365
Request for alterations and new addition at 408 
S. Royal St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Robert & Meredith MacNab by 

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility is proposing to modify an existing 
wireless telecommunications facility on an exist-
ing building located at 6040 Richmond Highway, 
Alexandria, Fairfax County, VA. Three new LTE 
antennas, at a centerline height of 95-feet, and 
six radio-head antennas will be mounted on the 
existing rooftop penthouse. Additionally, one 
new equipment cabinet and GPS antenna will 
be placed on the existing platform on the build-
ing rooftop. Any interested party wishing to sub-
mit comments regarding the potential effects the 
proposed facility may have on any historic prop-
erty may do so by sending such comments to: 
Project 61107411-JLD c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 
Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA 17403, or 
via telephone at (717) 779-9683.

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify an 
existing wireless telecommunications facility on 
an existing building located at 1200 South 
Washington St., Alexandria, VA. Three new an-
tennas, one per sector, will be mounted at a 
height of 98-feet on the penthouse façade and 
six radio heads will be on a tripod on the roof.
New equipment will be placed on the existing 
equipment platform on the main roof. Any inter-
ested party wishing to submit comments regard-
ing the potential effects the proposed facility 
may have on any historic property may do so by 
sending such comments to: Project 61107465-
MAT c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna 
Trail South, York, PA 17403, or via telephone at 
(781) 273-2500.

Legal Notices Legal Notices

John Savage Architect, P.C.

CASE BAR2010-0366
Request for Permit to Demolish/Encapsulation 
for porch enclosure at 325 S. Lee St, zoned
RM 
Residential. 
APPLICANT: Mitchell Bober by Lewis & Associ-
ates LTD

CASE BAR2010-0367
Request for porch enclosure at 325 S. Lee St,
zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT: Mitchell Bober by Lewis & Associ-
ates LTD

CASE BAR2010-0373
Request for roof replacement at 917 Prince St,
zoned CL Commercial. 
APPLICANT: Mark Stevenson and John 
Schmidt

Information about the above item(s) may be ob-
tained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666

From Page 1

News

line.
On Tuesday, Dec. 14, four key

Northern Virginia Democrats fired
off a letter to Republican Gov. Rob-
ert F. McDonnell asking him to di-
rect any uncommitted Virginia
Department of Transportation
funds to relieve traffic congestion
in Alexandria and along Route 1
and Fort Belvoir in Fairfax County.
McDonnell had said that an audit
of VDOT found some $1 billion in
unused transportation funds.

McDonnell has since proposed
a controversial $3 billion transpor-
tation program that did not in-
clude unusual funds for BRAC
changes.

“Although VDOT and the federal
government have allocated re-
sources to improve Fort Belvoir’s
surrounding transportation infra-
structure, several studies docu-
ment more funding is necessary to
prevent unacceptable congestion,”
the letter to McDonnell said.

McDonnell’s office shot right
back. McDonnell spokesman Tay-
lor Thornley said that Virginia had
provided more for BRAC than
other states and had asked the
congressional delegation for ideas.
“We would appreciate it if the Con-
gressmen would secure federal
funding to support the needed in-
frastructure, which at this point
they have been unable to do.”

Though there are bills in the
111th  Congress to both provide
additional funding and to compel
the Department of Defense to slow
the transfers, their passage is un-
likely in the frantic final lame duck
hours before Jan. 4.

For the people of Alexandria and
Fairfax County the mishandling of
the BRAC projects may cause prob-
lems that will linger for years in
the future.

THE BRAC FACILITY at Semi-
nary Road and Beauregard Streets,
dubbed BRAC 133, is two multi-
story office towers, one 17 floors
high and the other 15 stories. They
are attached by a lobby in a modi-
fied L. Construction started in
2009 and the Corps of Engineers
team that is managing the con-
struction said in a briefing that the
project is on time and on budget
to open on Sept. 15, 2011.

Both buildings are being fin-
ished and can be seen from Route
395 and from Seminary Road.

The problems do not arise from
the building’s construction, but
from its location.

Between 2005 and 2008, the
Army conducted an extensive
search for a location for an office
building to accept some 6,409
DOD employees now in leased

space in Crystal City, Roslyn and
the Pentagon. All of those loca-
tions have access to rail and bus
service and provided easy access
to work for employees that did not
want to drive.

One by one the Army found fault
with other proposed sites. One on
Eisenhower Avenue was rejected
and another site in Springfield
near Metrorail and the Virginia
Railway Express, a group of ware-
houses already belonging to the
federal government, was turned
down.

In the end, as Chris Gaspar of
U.S. Rep. James Moran’s office
points out, the proposal for the
Army to buy the site on Seminary
and build there came in $200 mil-
lion below the other estimates.

The Seminary Road site is not
near any major public transporta-
tion. The closest Metrorail stop is
King Street, about three miles
away. The VRE station is co-lo-
cated at King Street and the other
main Metro stops, Braddock Road
and Van Dorn Street, are even fur-
ther from the Mark Center.

Traffic studies by both the City
of Alexandria and VDOT reveal
that a special access ramp to 395
would have to be built to provide
for the number of cars DOD esti-
mated would enter and exit the
site each day. DOD surveys had
found that 41 percent of the em-
ployees currently drove to and
from work and estimated that
some 3,000 employees would
drive.

The Department of Defense has
refused to dislodge funds for build-
ing a special ramp to 395. It has
proposed a transportation plan
that includes shuttle buses from
King Street and other Northern
Virginia Metro stations and
carpooling and teleworking as vi-
able alternatives. It is asking Al-
exandria to place police officers on
Seminary Road morning and
evening to assure the smooth tran-
sit of cars, but the city has refused
without the Army paying for the
overtime and other costs.

In one community meeting in
November, the strange nature of
the Mark Center became clear. The
Army said it is part of Fort Belvoir,
but has refused to pay for addi-
tional police and fire services even
though as a federal building it does
not pay Alexandria taxes. It said
Alexandria is bound by compact
of fire services to provide assis-
tance in case of a fire at Fort
Belvoir and thus is entitled to pro-
tection at the Mark Center. But
Fort Belvoir proper is some 10
miles south and its fire services are
unlikely to get to Mark Center very
quickly.

No Federal, State Answers
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

A
fter winning each of its first three
games by at least 23 points, the
T.C. Williams boys basketball
team faced its first challenge on

Dec. 17 against Annandale. Head coach
Julian King said it was the first time the
Titans had been “punched in the mouth,”
but TC responded with a 56-50 victory over
the Atoms.

The win improved the Titans’
record to 4-0, 2-0 in the Patriot
District. TC hosted Woodson on
Dec. 21. Results were not avail-
able prior to the Gazette

Packet’s deadline.
The Titans also have victories over

Hayfield (71-41, Dec. 11), West Springfield
(69-34, Dec. 10) and Wakefield (63-40, Dec.
4). Against Hayfield, T.J. Huggins scored 17
points for the Titans and Tyrell Sitton added
11. Sitton led TC with 21 points against
West Springfield and Huggins finished with
15.

TC will travel to take part in the
Kecoughtan Holiday Classic on Dec. 27-28.
King said the teams TC will face down in
Hampton will give the Titans an idea of the
caliber of competition at the state tourna-
ment.

TC returns from winter break to face
Chantilly on the road on Jan. 4. The Titans’
next home game is Jan. 13 against Lee.

TC Girls Respond
With Victory

The T.C. Williams girls basketball team,
after losing two straight games, defeated
Patriot District foe Annandale on the road
64-46 on Dec. 17. The Titans had lost to
Stonewall Jackson (70-55, Dec. 14) and
West Springfield (47-33, Dec. 10). The vic-
tory over Annandale improved the Titans’
record to 3-3, 1-1 in the Patriot District.

TC traveled to face Woodson on Dec. 21.
Results were not available prior to the Ga-
zette Packet’s deadline. The Titans will par-
ticipate in a holiday tournament Dec. 28-
30 and will return from winter break to host
Chantilly at 7:45 p.m. on Dec. 4.

Postseason
Football Awards

T.C. Williams senior Jay Whitmire earned
second-team all-Northern Region honors at
offensive tackle and honorable mention all-
region accolades as a defensive tackle.
Kicker Manuel Benites and linebacker
Damian Benton earned second-team all-re-
gion honors and running back Zaquan Sum-
mers garnered all-region honorable men-
tion.

Whitmire, Benites, Summers and Benton
were each first-team all-Patriot District. Jose
Urrutia (offensive tackle), Anthony Zamora
(guard) and Deontre Sanders (linebacker)
earned second-team honors and Davon
Cooper (safety), Will Rossi (receiver), Tyrell
Sitton (receiver), Eric Berger (offensive

tackle), Bob Sarpong (defensive end), Tevin
Isley (linebacker), Aaron Tovsky (center),
Mohamed Sesay (running back) and Alec
Grosser (quarterback) were honorable men-
tion.

TC Swim and Dive
Teams Fall to 0-4

The T.C. Williams boys swim and dive
team lost to Lake Braddock 181-131 on Dec.
17 and the TC girls lost 212-98. Mitchell
Youmans (200 free), Matt Comey (100 fly),
Delanta Proctor (100 freestyle), Abby Cox
(200 free, 500 free), Gloriya Mavrova (200
IM, 100 fly) and Charlotte Sackett (50 free,
100 backstroke) were individual winners for
TC.

TC DeWakar to Play
College Field Hockey

T.C. Williams senior Anjuli DeWakar has
verbally committed to play field hockey at
Columbia University in New York City, ac-
cording to the school’s Web site.

SSSAS Boys Start 5-0
The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes boys bas-

ketball team won its first five games, in-

cluding a 65-30 victory over Woodbridge
on Dec. 15. The Saints participated in the
Kreul Classic from Dec. 17-21 and will travel
to face national power Montrose Christian
on Jan. 4.

SSSAS Girls 4-3
The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes girls bas-

ketball team defeated Potomac 47-30 on
Dec. 14 to improve to 4-3. The Saints’ con-
test against Sidwell Friends on Dec. 16 was
cancelled due to inclement weather. SSSAS
will participate in a Christmas tournament
Dec. 28-30 and will travel to face Holy Child
on Jan. 6.

Episcopal Boys
Basketball 7-1

The Episcopal boys basketball team fin-
ished 2-1 at the Hill School Tournament
from Dec. 17-19, moving its record to 7-1.
The Maroon lost to Hill 56-54 in overtime
on Dec. 17, but bounced back with wins
over Berkshire (79-61) and Chestnut Hill
(36-31). Episcopal will travel to face Flint
Hill on Jan. 5.

Episcopal Girls 3-3
The Episcopal girls basketball team de-

feated Highland School 42-30 on Dec. 18
to improve its record to 3-3. Episcopal will
host Sidwell Friends on Jan. 4.

Episcopal Wrestling
Starts 5-0

The Episcopal wrestling team started 5-
0, with victories against Bishop O’Connell,
Pope John Paul the Great, Norfolk Colle-
giate, Fork Union and Collegiate.

Episcopal will host Gonzaga on Jan. 4.

BI Boys 4-3
 The Bishop Ireton boys basketball team

fell to 4-3 with a 63-53 loss to DeMatha on
Dec. 14. The Cardinals will host Don Bosco
Cristo Rey at 6 p.m. on Dec. 22 and will
participate in the Chatlee Shootout at Lee
County High School Dec. 27-29.

BI Girls Start 2-3
The Bishop Ireton girls basketball team

lost to Flint Hill 65-36 on Dec. 18, drop-
ping its record to 2-3.

The Cardinals faced Good Counsel on
Dec. 21. Results were not available prior to
the Gazette Packet’s deadline. Ireton will
host Bishop McNamara at 7:30 p.m. on Jan.
4.

TC Boys Basketball Answers Wake-Up Call

Jordan Byrd, right, and the T.C. Williams basketball
team won its first four games of the season.

Sofie Schedler and the T.C. Williams girls basketball
team split its first six games.

Sports

Briefs
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By McKenya Dilworth-

Abdalla,CPP

Nannie J. Lee Memorial

Recreation Center

H
undreds of adoring and sup-
portive parents, fans and
community supporters turned
out for a successful

Cheerleading competition on Saturday, Dec.
11, at T.C. Williams’ spacious gymnasium,
hosted by the Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities.

The Cheerleading Competition is a 33-
year tradition of the department started
after the popularity of the activity with the
youth was evident and hard to ignore. There
are 16 teams in three divisions (Pee Wee,
Youth and Junior). The program brought
in around 1,300 spectators, coaches, par-
ticipants, special guests and City staff, which
made it the largest youth sporting event
each year in the City. Staff of the event were
pleased with the reaction from the crowd
and more importantly, the satisfaction on
the faces of all participants.

“The program ran very smoothly and we
were have happy to have outside groups like
Forestville Boys and Girls Club to attend.
We even had a middle school team from
the Francis Hammond Middle School to
participate,” said Mac Slover who serves as

the sports director. He went on to plug the
upcoming cheerleading event in April 2011:
“The next Cheerleading Invitational will be
Saturday, April 9, 2011 at the TC Williams
High School. We are expecting more squads
to compete at the April Invitational.”

The competition is indeed a sport and is
supported and nurtured under the auspices
of the Sport Division within the Department
where Mac Slover is the director. Tamika
Coleman, youth sports supervisor, goes
through months of painstakingly detailed
planning with the Cheerleading Committee,
a group that has representation from all
neighborhood recreation centers.

The official results of the competition are
listed below and on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Recreation, parks and Cultural Ac-
tivities, I would like to say that each par-
ticipant was a winner, as long as they gave
it their all.

Some of the participants in the Cheerleading Competition on Dec. 11, in
the T.C. Williams Gymnasium.

Recreation

33-Year Tradition for Cheerleading Competition

PEE WEE DIVISION
1st - Forestville Boys & Girls Club
2nd - Charles Houston
3rd - William Ramsay
HM - Mt. Vernon
HM - Patrick Henry

YOUTH DIVISION
1st - Cora Kelly
2nd - Patrick Henry
3rd - Charles Houston
HM - William Ramsay
HM - Forestville Boys & Girls Club

JUNIOR DIVISION
1st - Charles Houston
2nd - William Ramsay
3rd - Patrick Henry
HM - Forestville Boys & Girls Club
HM - Mt. Vernon
HM - Hammond Middle School and
Spirit Award - Cora Kelly
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703-379-5800

3610 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

Experience Color as Complex & Alluring as Nature Itself...

The Preferred Architectural Coating
of Designers – Exclusively at

1 per customer with coupon. Expires 12/31/10

• Luxurious Handcrafted Color
• Environmentally Friendly Low VOC

FREE
• Sample Pint C2 LoVo
• In-store Color Consultation

SAME OLD RESOLUTION. SAME OLD GYM.
EXPECTING NEW RESULTS?

Definition of Insanity.

NO GIMMICKS.
JUST RESULTS.

1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

703.683.0777
FitnessTogether.com/alexandria

* New Clients Only. Restrictions
may apply. Expires 12/24/10.

Fitness Together Alexandria
300 North Washington Street
Suite 106
Alexandria, VA 22314

Gift Certificates
Available

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

b b
Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org
703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Christmas Eve Service
Worship & Children’s Pageant of Carols – 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just Outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 PM and 10:00 PM

St. James’
Episcopal Church

By Christine Candio, CEO

Inova Alexandria Hospital

A
s I look forward to what 2011
has in store for Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital, I can’t help but
look back on the many suc-

cesses we had in 2010.
Last year, this column focused on our

services, but did you know there is a se-
cret to our nearly 140 years of providing
quality care? The secret is our selfless and compas-
sionate employees, physicians, and volunteers who
go above and beyond to make all our accomplish-
ments possible.

In 2010, American Association of Critical-Care
Nurses, the largest specialty nursing organization in
the world, awarded the Medical Surgical Intensive
Care Unit at Inova Alexandria Hospital its prestigious
Beacon Award for Critical Care Excellence. This
award is a testament to the high standards of care
we deliver to our patients daily. The hospital is one
of just six hospitals in the Washington, D.C. region
to achieve this status.

Another area that earned notable distinction was
our Respiratory Care program, which earned a two-
year accreditation from the College of American Pa-
thologists (CAP). CAP is a national accrediting orga-
nization that sets the standard for quality respiratory
care throughout the country. This recognition, based
on the results of an onsite survey, proves that respi-
ratory care at the hospital is specially designed to
ensure the highest standard of care for our patients.

Inova Alexandria Hospital employees
and volunteers value community out-
reach as well. We rallied together to par-
ticipate in the city’s Walk to Fight Breast
Cancer in October. The overwhelming
support helped raise more than
$130,000. This annual event supports
free mammograms for women in Alex-
andria who are unable to afford this di-
agnostic screening.

As part of our mission to improve the
health of the community we serve, we provide edu-
cation. Earlier this year, Inova Alexandria Hospital
was named Alexandria City Public Schools “Partner
in Education” for introducing iPATH, a program
which encourages healthy eating and exercise among
school age students. iPATH not only aligns with our
mission but can ultimately save lives.
Nearly 100 women attended our annual Women’s
Health Expo, another educational opportunity we
offered our community, to learn more about repro-
ductive issues, preparing nutritious meals, infant
CPR, heart health and many other issues that affect
women and their families.

We’ve provided just a snapshot of our hospital’s
many accomplishments in 2010. We certainly look
forward to continuing our tradition of providing ex-
cellent care and community outreach in 2011.º Most
importantly, we thank the community for their long
time support.

For more information about Inova Alexandria Hos-
pital awards and recognition visit inova.org/
alexandria-awards.

Opinion

Continuing a Tradition of Excellence
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