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experience that will pay-off later on,“
said Cronin.

“Camp opens their eyes to different
possibilities, opportunities that they
wouldn’t have otherwise,” said
Elperin.

Both parents and camp directors
want children to develop long-lasting
interests and have a sense of accom-
plishment while at camp. Rosenbaum
said one camper, when asked by a
friend why she goes back to TIC every
summer, told her friend: “Because we
make great things.”

“Camp boosts their self esteem: my
daughter made a tie-dye t-shirt last
year that she still wears. It gives her a
sense of pride,” said Clement.

Brendan, age 11, likes TIC primarily
for the sports, and not the computer
component.   Many parents want their
children to stay outside during the
summer.

“I didn’t want them to stay in the

house, get too involved with electron-
ics.“ said Clement.

A single father signed up his son for
the entire eight weeks of the TIC
camp, a rare case which surprised
Rosenbaum. At the end of the summer
the father came back and said, “I didn’t
know I sent my kid to fat camp.” The
chubby boy lost 11 pounds, thanks to
the sports he participated in while at
TIC camp.

Choosing camp is usually the par-
ents’ decision. However, children are
getting more involved in the process.

“They locate different camps on the
internet to show their parents,“ said
Linda Pulliam of the Virginia division
of the American Camp Association.

Cronin estimates that about 60
percent of the decisions are made
solely by parents. Camp directors
agree that parents should take their
children’s preferences into consider-
ation. “Let the kid choose, it will
more likely be committed,“ said
Rosenbaum.

Jack Chellman wears a wig in theater
camp.

●Help Choosing
CAMP FAIR
Potomac School Camp Fair

Jan. 30, 1-3.30 p.m.
1301 Potomac School Rd., McLean

LOCAL RESOURCES
Fairfax County Camps:

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/rec_camps.htm
Town of Herndon Camps:

http://www.herndon-va.gov/Content/
Parks_rec/Programs_and_classes/Camps/
default.aspx
Reston Camps

https://www.reston.org/
ParksRecreationEvents/RACamps/
CampPrograms/
Default.aspx?qenc=HzT9ACzZbNs%3d&fqenc
=yC3nvofbR50eL4dBZ6rmHA%3d%3d
Arlington County Camps

http://www.arlingtonva.us/depart-
ments/parksrecreation/scripts/camps/
parksrecreationscriptscampsmain.aspx
Find Out More:

http://www.acavirginiascamps.org/
http://dc.about.com/cs/familyactivities/

a/camps.htm
www.campparents.org


