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Ready, Set, Go
Education●Learning●Fun

From Page 2
later on,“ said Cronin.
“Camp opens their eyes to different possibili-

ties, opportunities that they wouldn’t have
otherwise,” said Elperin.

Both parents and camp directors want chil-
dren to develop long-lasting interests and have
a sense of accomplishment while at camp.
Rosenbaum said one camper, when asked by a
friend why she goes back to TIC every summer,
told her friend: “Because we make great
things.”

“Camp boosts their self esteem: my daughter
made a tie-dye t-shirt last year that she still
wears. It gives her a sense of pride,” said Clem-
ent.

Brendan, age 11, likes TIC primarily for the
sports, and not the computer component.
Many parents want their children to stay out-
side during the summer.

“I didn’t want them to stay in the house, get
too involved with electronics.“ said Clement.

A single father signed up his son for the entire
eight weeks of the TIC camp, a rare case which
surprised Rosenbaum. At the end of the sum-
mer the father came back and said, “I didn’t
know I sent my kid to fat camp.” The chubby

boy lost 11 pounds, thanks to the sports he
participated in while at TIC camp.

Choosing camp is usually the parents’ deci-
sion. However, children are getting more
involved in the process.

“They locate different camps on the internet
to show their parents,“ said Linda Pulliam of the
Virginia division of the American Camp Associa-
tion.

Cronin estimates that about 60 percent of the
decisions are made solely by parents. Camp
directors agree that parents should take their
children’s preferences into consideration. “Let
the kid choose, it will more likely be commit-
ted,“ said Rosenbaum.

Jack Chellman wears a wig in theater camp.

●Montgomery County Camp
●Registration Is Now Open

Montgomery County camps and programs are for ages 3 -
18, and up to age 21 for therapeutic recreation participants.

Many kinds of camps: sports, rocketry, magic, art,
horseback riding, swimming, dance, nature, stage acting, and
more, plus several general interest camps and programs
including a little of everything.

Register on montgomerycountymd/rec.gov, or call the
Down County region at 240-777-6900, serving Bethesda,
Chevy Chase, Potomac


