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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
hen Planning Director
Faroll Hamer pre-
sented the outline of

the city’s waterfront plan last
month, she called the new 200-
foot pier at the foot of King Street
“the soul” of the city’s vision for
the future of the waterfront. Yet
federal appeals court ruling this
week may have crushed that soul.

“This is like pulling the prover-
bial string on the proverbial
sweater,” said Bert Ely, Old Town
resident and member of the Old
Dominion Boat Club. “You pull
enough and the whole thing falls
apart.”

On Tuesday, Jan. 11, the United
States Court of Appeals for the

District of Columbia Circuit af-
firmed an earlier ruling by the
United States District Court for the
District of Columbia in favor of the
Old Dominion Boat Club. The con-
troversial court case, which has
been dragging on since the Nixon
administration, was originally
filed by the Justice Department at
the request of conservationists
who wanted to transform
Alexandria’s waterfront into a na-
tional park. But the issue lingered
in the court system for decades
with little or no action — until
now.

At issue in the case was a sur-
vey conducted in 1791 that iden-
tified the high-water mark as the
boundary between Maryland and
Virginia, which were then being

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

D
oes your doctor take
money from pharmaceu-
tical companies? Many

do, including a handful of doctors
here in Alexandria. There’s noth-
ing illegal about it, although the
practice has come under fire from
critics who say that it undermines
the medical profession by calling
into question the relationship phy-
sicians have with Big Pharma.

“It’s a conflict of interest,” said
Lisa Eckenwiler, director of health-

care ethics at George Mason Uni-
versity. “It looks like doctors are
more interested in making a profit
than looking after the best inter-
ests of their patients.”

According to a database com-
piled by the nonprofit organiza-
tion ProPublica, Alexandria doc-
tors have taken tens of thousands
of dollars from pharmaceutical
companies over the last two years.
And that’s just from the seven
pharmaceutical companies that
disclose the information. There are
more than 70 drug companies that

‘Soul’ Asylum
Appeals Court ruling strikes a
blow at the city’s waterfront plan.

Conflict of Interest?
Alexandria doctors receive
tens of thousands of dollars
from Big Pharma.
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Budget Fire
It was a three-alarm fire of sorts, a budget conflagration that

burned through an otherwise mundane monthly financial report.
The Alexandria Fire Department would be as much as $1 million
over the expected budget for overtime pay, according a memoran-
dum dated Jan. 4. The extra money was needed because the de-
partment had a large number of firefighter and medic vacancies.

“Recruits to fill the vacancies have been hired but are still in
training and are not expected to go on the street until late this
fiscal year,” City Manager Jim Harmtann explained in the
memo. “The size of the overall deficit may be less if these recruits
complete their training sooner.”

Fire Chief Adam Thiel came to City Hall to personally report
the good news — a handful of recruits finished training ahead of
schedule. The revised estimate, Thiel announced, was that his
department is only $145,000 over budget.

“We are staffed at a minimum,” explained Thiel. “This is a con-
sequence of us not maintaining staffing.”

Recovery Arrives
Forget the green shoots. The economy has finally made a come-

back, according to the most recent assessment of the city’s financial
health. In a presentation to City Council members this week, bud-
get officials said they are seeing higher collections for transient lodg-
ing taxes, meals taxes and sales taxes. In the last year, the unem-
ployment rate has dropped from 4.7 percent to 4.4 percent.

“The economy is picking up,” said Budget Director Bruce
Johnson. “In Alexandria, we see that most particularly in the
unemployment numbers, which are coming down slightly.”

Tourism is still strong in Alexandria, despite falling off more
dramatically in other parts of Virginia. According to statistics from
the Virginia Tourism Corporation, the decline has been most pro-
nounced in Fairfax County, where tourism-related expenditures
dropped 11 percent from 2008 to 2009. By contrast, Alexandria
experienced a 4.5 percent decline from 2008 to 2009. According
to the Alexandria Visitor and Convention Association, tourists
spent $616 million in Alexandria in 2010, generating about $22
million in tax revenue for city coffers.

“We dropped off a little bit,” said Councilman Frank Fannon.
“But those are still big numbers that tourism brought here to the
community.”

Trashy Citizens
Councilwoman Del Pepper has a few words for the Virginia

Department of Transportation: Clean up your mess.
During Tuesday night’s City Council meeting, the councilwoman

trashed the ever-present litter along the side of Shirley Memorial
Highway, also known as Interstate 395.

Cigarette butts are everywhere. Empty soda bottles dot the side
of the road. Fast food wrappers can be seen here and there. Pep-
per even distributed photos of a boxspring left by the side of the
road. The councilwoman said she heard from one constituent who
went out there to do VDOT’s dirty work by picking up trash —
“every dead animal,” said Pepper, praising workers who have be-
gun addressing trash on property they are not responsible for
maintaining.

Krupicka Throws Hat
Revealing the worst kept secret in Alexandria, Councilman Rob

Krupicka officially announced this week that he will be a candi-
date for the Virginia Senate seat if state Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-30)
decides against seeking a fifth term, which she is widely to ex-
pected to announce during the General Assembly session that
starts this week. The councilman is the third candidate to make
such a declaration, following Del. Adam Ebbin (D-49) and Ar-
lington School Board Chairwoman Libby Garvey.

“I’ve never felt more strongly about the potential for Virginia to
lead the nation in education, job creation, the environment and
clean energy,” Krupicka said in a written statement. “I believe
greatly in this community and in the issues and work that Sena-
tor Ticer is committed to.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

By Ana Apostoleris, Will Treece,

Cristina Abellan-Matamoros and

Max Kaye

Gazette Packet

G
uot Juac, now slightly graying, was one
of the Southern Sudanese who came to
vote in Alexandria this week. Like many
young Sudanese boys, Juac became a

soldier at the age of 11, observing the violence that
consumed his country for over two decades firsthand.
On Monday, he used the power of the ballot to take
a step towards a new beginning for Southern Sudan.

Despite the winter cold and threats of snow, area
Sudanese voters turned out in droves to cast their
ballots in a ground-breaking independence referen-
dum that would allow Southern Sudan to secede
from the national Sudanese government. Voting will
continue both in
Sudan and in inter-
national locations,
including Alexan-
dria, until Saturday,
Jan. 15. Alexandria
is one of three inter-
national voting sites
in the country.

Juac emigrated to
the United States in
1995 to escape the Sudanese civil war, which rav-
aged the country for 22 years, and now owns a
small business in Arlington. Juac voted for South
Sudanese independence out of a desire for a more
peaceful Sudan, believing that this referendum is “the
right way to stop the war.”

Voter turnout in Alexandria thus far has been no-
tably high, according to Jenan Deng, information and
documentation officer of the Southern Sudan Refer-
endum Commission (SSRC). Deng described a line
of avid voters stretching down the block as early as
6 a.m.

Southern Sudan was established as an autonomous
region following the end of the Second Sudanese
Civil War, via a peace agreement between the
Sudanese government and the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Army/Movement. According to the CIA World

Factbook, Sudan is largely sectioned by religion, as
the northern region is predominantly Sunni Muslim
and the southern region is largely Christian, or tra-
ditional animist. Even over five years after the end
of the civil war, Sudan remains one of the major
sources of refugees and asylum-seekers in the world,
via the United Nations Refugee Agency.

The referendum is run by the SSRC, which is an
entity separate from the Sudanese government. Vot-
ing privileges are limited to current citizens of South-
ern Sudan.

U.S. Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-10), who has long been
an ally of Southern Sudan and currently acts as the
co-chair of the Congressional Sudan Caucus, visited
the Alexandria voting site on Monday. He was ac-
companied by U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) chairman Leonard Leo
and commissioner Nina Shea. Ezekiel Lol Gatkuoth,
Head of the Government of Southern Sudan’s Mis-
sion to the United States, was also on hand on Mon-
day morning.

“What is taking place here is so important,” said
Wolf, addressing reporters outside of the voting site.
He paralleled the Sudanese struggle and the impend-
ing birth of Southern Sudan as an independent na-

tion to America’s
“fight for freedom”
in the late 18th
century, and
stressed the signifi-
cance of a peaceful
Sudan to American
national security.

Voters and diplo-
mats alike all spoke
of the week’s
events with hope,
mitigated by varied
levels of temper-
ance. Juac hoped

that the referendum would lead to an independent
Southern Sudan, but worried that the religious con-
flicts within Sudan would prevent lasting peace from
being established. Still, he expressed hope that some-
day he could return to a peaceful Southern Sudan,
declaring, “If there is stable peace, I hope to go back
in the future.”

Leo put the referendum in historical context: “It’s
not every day that a new nation is born.”

Lol Gatkuoth gave voice to the psychological
change about to be effected on a country plagued
for centuries by violence and war. “Finally,” he said,
“we decide our future.”

Historic Vote Comes to Alexandria
Southern Sudanese voters
hope to make new future
for war-torn nation.

U.S. Rep. Frank R.
Wolf (R-10) stands
with U.S. Commis-
sion on Interna-
tional Religious
Freedom (USCIRF)
chairman Leonard
Leo and commis-
sioner Nina Shea.

Photos by

Cristina Abellan-Matamoros/

Gazette Packet

Sudanese immigrant Guot
Juac votes for a new
Southern Sudan at a poll-
ing site in Alexandria.

“If there is stable
peace, I hope to
go back.”

— Sudanese immigrant
Guot Juac
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News

By Max Kaye

Gazette Packet

T
he Alexandria School
Board is considering dra
matically reshaping the

calendar, shifting schedules and
potentially upsetting parents. A
final vote is expected on Jan. 20.

The proposal under consider-
ation would add 30 minutes to the
school day, an extra two days to
the beginning of the school year
and more teacher planning time.

“I’m leaning toward the early
start and the
early finish for
the school
year,” said Vice
Chairwoman
S h e r y l
Gorsuch, add-
ing that the
new schedule
would provide
more teaching
time in ad-
vance of stan-
dardized test-
ing. “But I’m not so sure about
extending the day because I
haven’t seen the budget yet.”

Beth Coast, art teacher and par-
ent-teacher association member at
Jefferson-Houston Elementary
School said, “a 30 minute [exten-
sion], as long as it was used ap-
propriately, would be a great
method of adding extra learning
time into the school system.”

BUT SOME PARENTS remain
unconvinced that the extra time
would be used effectively. There
is also a debate over whether any
additional in-school time should
be added at the beginning or the
end of the day, as sleep schedules
and extracurricular schedules

could be affected. Many teachers
agree that the additional planning
time would be beneficial. Coast
says that the extra time would be
used “to make sure everyone is on
the same page.”

At this point, there are more
questions than answers.

Under the new schedule, classes
would start before Labor Day.  Re-
gardless of when the school year
starts, standardized test dates
would not change. This would give
teachers more time to prepare
their students in advance of stan-

dardized tests,
but it would
also truncate
the end of
summer vaca-
tion. Accord-
ing to Maury
E l e m e n t a r y
PTA member
E l i z a b e t h
C r o c k e t t ,
teachers are in
favor of this.

Some par-
ents feel as though moving the
start date before Labor Day opens
the door for further reducing the
August vacation, potentially cut-
ting short vacation plans, particu-
larly for parents whose schedules
are tied to Capitol Hill. Families
who have already made non-re-
fundable plans and vacations for
the week before Labor Day would
be inconvenienced by the change.
Other parents, such as T.C. Will-
iams parent Laura Paez, say that
adding time within the school day
would be harmful to their chil-
dren, as it would affect sleep and
leisure hours.

School Board members are
scheduled to hear from parents
this week.

Date Uncertain
School Board to consider  pre-Labor
Day start, longer school day.

A
lexandria Police
charged an Alexan-
dria Police Detective

following an investigation in a
single vehicle accident on Sat-
urday, Jan. 8.

Det. Eric Ratliff, a 31-year-
veteran of the police depart-
ment, was driving a City-
owned vehicle when he lost
control and struck a concrete
pole at the intersection of Gib-
bon Street and South Patrick
Street about 6:30 p.m. on Sat-

urday, Jan. 8.
Ratliff was charged with

driving under the influence
and unreasonable refusal fol-
lowing an investigation into
the off duty accident.  No one
else was involved. Ratliff was
transported to INOVA Fairfax
Hospital where he was treated
for minor injuries and released.
Ratliff  has been placed on paid
administrative leave pending
the outcome of an internal in-
vestigation.

Detective Charged with DUI

Bob Taylor helps John Bryner sand the surface of the
derby model.

Craftsman Jesse Cathell
cuts a design in the block.

Old Town Hardware Store
owner Rich Heilman waits
while another batch of
popcorn pops on Saturday
morning, Jan. 9.

Jesse Cathell talks to a
parent about a design cut.

Scouts work on fine finishing their models as the line
grows steadily at the Old Town Hardware Store.

Hosting Pinewood Derby Workshops

O
ld Town Hardware at 809 S. Washington
St. held a Pinewood Derby Worshop for
area Cub Scouts on Saturday, Jan. 9. It’ll

host two additional workshops on Jan. 15 and Jan.
22. Craftsman Jesse Cathell will rough cut the

sketched design for the model derby cars. Sanding
tools and a workspace are available for additional
modifications.  Scouts are asked to sketch out the
designs before arriving at the store. The next two
workshops will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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“I’m leaning toward
the early start and
the early finish for
the school year.”

— Sheryl Gorsuch,
Alexandria School Board

Vice Chairwoman
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Monday,
August 24, 2011

One Day Only!

$29
Valid only on January 24, 2011 for new

customers and those who have not
attended Jazzercise in the last 6 months.

Other restrictions may apply.

Mt. Vernon/Alexandria-
703-765-0142

Old Town/Alexandria-
703-786-6583

Per Month for
the First 3 Months
With Joining Fee
& EFT

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6”–12’)

Evergreen Magnolias, Hollies,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

Rhododendrons,
Crape Myrtle, Redbuds

9:00–5:00 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Spring is in theSpring is in the
GreenhouseGreenhouse

Citrus, CyclamenCitrus, CyclamenCitrus, Cyclamen
& Amaryllis& Amaryllis& Amaryllis

50% OFF

News

T
otaling $60,000, ACT
for Alexandria’s 2011
Capacity Building
Grant Awards will aid

five local nonprofit organizations
serving children, youth and fami-
lies in Alexandria.

The 2011 recipients include:
ALIVE!, Center for Alexandria’s
Children, Computer C.O.R.E., Re-
building Together Alexandria and
SCAN of Northern Virginia.

“Helping great Alexandria
nonprofits to become even better
has proven to benefit our entire
community, particularly those
most in need,” said ACT executive
director John Porter.

The ACT Grant Awards pro-
gram, began in 2005, is designed

to assist organizations in strength-
ening their operations to better
serve their clients and the commu-
nity.  Friends of Guest House re-
ceived a 2010 Capacity Building
Grant from ACT to develop a stra-
tegic plan for the organization.

“We now have an actual blue-
print for moving the organization
forward and establishing ourselves
as a model program for possible
replication,” said executive direc-
tor Kari Galloway. “Having a plan
in place helped us attract two new
board members, multiple volun-
teers and additional resources.”

The grants are made possible
through ACT’s Community Fund.
For more information about ACT
and how to support the needs of the

Executive Director John
Porter, shown at a recent
ACT event, announced the
recipients of the 2011
Capacity Building Grant
Awards.
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ACT Grants To Help
Five Nonprofits

nonprofit community in Alexandria,
contact ACT at 703-739-7778 or
visit www.actforalexandria.org.

Alexandria residents are invited to recycle their
new or “gently worn” shoes for people in need.

Soles4Souls and Tomorrows Black Men, Inc. will
be collecting gently worn footwear through Jan. 31
to help provide assistance to persons in need, whether
they are victims of a natural disaster or subject to
living in extreme poverty.

Individuals and companies interested in donating
money to help defray shipping costs can contact
Laverne Short at 571-338-7520 or visit the
organization’s website at www.giveshoes.org

Shoe drop locations include:
❖ Alexandria City Hall 301 King St.
❖ Charles Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
❖ Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe

St.

❖ William Ramsay Recreation Center, 5650 Sanger
Ave.

❖ Mount Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Com-
monwealth Ave.

❖ Cora Kelly Recreation Center, 25 W Reed Ave
❖ Charles Barrett Recreation Center, 1115 Martha

Custis Drive
❖ Patrick Henry Recreation Center, 4643 Taney

Ave.
❖ Chinquapin Park Recreation Center, 3210 King

St.
❖ Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center 1108 Jefferson

St.
If a box is full or for bulk collection of 50 or more

pairs of shoes, contact Laverne Short at 703-746-
5503 or 571-338-7520.

Shoe Collection for the Needy Now Underway

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

ONGOING
The Animal Welfare League of

Alexandria believes this is a great
time of year to add a feline to the
family.  Help offer a cat or kitten “It’s
a Wonderful (2nd) Life” opportunity
and take advantage of special
adoption incentives. Felines from 1-3
years of age now have their adoption
fees reduced by 50 percent and those
3 years of age or older will be free.
All standard application/adoptions
processes, rules and procedures
apply. Visit
www.alexandriaanimals.org or call
703-746-4774.

THURSDAY/JAN. 13
Office Warming Party. 5 to 8 p.m.

Sierra Club is hosting a party to
celebrate its brand new location in
Del Ray. Join volunteers, staff,
family, and friends as they  showcase
the new office, and present exciting
volunteer opportunities planned for
the upcoming year. At 2312 Mount
Vernon Ave., Suite 206, Alexandria.

The Housing Master Plan Advisory
Group. 6:30 to 9 p.m. The topic for
discussion is Housing Alexandria’s
Lowest Income Households. At
Jefferson Houston Elementary
School, 1501 Cameron Street,
Alexandria. Visit the City’s Housing
Master Plan webpage at:
www.alexandriava.gov/housingplan
or call the Office of Housing 703-
746-4990.

Open House. 10 a.m. Plymouth Haven
Christian Preschool is now enrolling
for the upcoming school year, Sept.
2011 to May 2012. At 8600 Plymouth
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-799-2217
or email
phbc.preschool@vacoxmail.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 18
Lupus Support Group. 7 p.m.

Free. The session is led by a
trained professional who
understands the challenges of
lupus, a chronic, autoimmune
disease with no known cure that
can damage any part of the body
including the skin, joints, heart,
lungs, blood, kidneys and the
brain. Meets at Beatley Library in
Alexandria, Small Conference
Meeting Room, 5005 Duke St.,
Alexandria. Call or 202-349-1176

or 1-888-349-1167 or e-mail
info@lupusdmv.org.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 19
Talk on Drugs/Alcohol. 6:30 p.m.

This presentation will cover the latest
trends, indicators of use, prevention
skills to keep our children off drugs
and a demonstration of drug
paraphernalia, how it is used and
how they are made. For adults only.
Childcare will be provided. At Mount
Vernon High School, 8515 Old
Mount Vernon Road, Alexandria.

MONDAY, JAN. 24
“Alexandria Development: Are

Residents Part of the Process?”
with Don Buch, Civic Activist;
Duncan Blair, Attorney, Land, Clark,
Carroll, Mendelson and Blair, PC;
Faroll Hamer, Director of Planning,
City of Alexandria; and Jack Sullivan,
Civic Activist.  Holiday Inn
Eisenhower Metro Center, 2460
Eisenhower Avenue.  Reception at
6:30, Dinner ($25 members/$30
nonmembers) at 6:45; Program ($5
non-members) 7:15.  Dinner
reservations required.  Contact
Sherry Brown, 703-548-7089 or
agendaalexandria@aol.com.

Bulletin Board
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703.768.8143
www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

Business

New Location
Motophoto, of 711 King
Street, has moved to the
first floor of the Old Town
Market in the 200 block of
N. Lee St. next to the Crilley
Warehouse.

Send announcements to the Gazette
Packet, by e-mail to gazette@connection
newspapers.com.

The Northern Virginia Black Chamber
of Commerce has announced the 2011
Board of Directors. The local members
are:

❖ Gaea L. Honeycutt, Chair-
woman, G.L. Honeycutt Consulting,
LLC, Alexandria;

❖ Randy Philip, The Washington
Insurance Consulting Group, Alexan-
dria.

My Gym of Alexandria has
launched My Gym Entertainment’s
newly produced comedy show, The Ac-
tivators, an interactive series for
preschoolers — focused solely on physi-
cal fitness. The show features exercises,
games, sports, and dances that make fit-
ness fun and accessible to all
preschoolers, regardless of athletic abil-
ity. Created by screenwriter Gregg
Lichtenstein, the show is on
www.TheActivators.net.

To learn more about The Activators or
for more information about My Gym,
contact Katie Fowler at the My Gym of
Alexandria at 703-971-5437 or visit
www.mygym.com.

Legum and Norman of Alexan-
dria, a community association
management company, announces the
addition of two new properties to its
client portfolio. Legum and Norman will
now provide to The Belvedere Condo-
minium and Simmons Acres
Homeowners Association. The
Belevedere is a 525-unit community lo-
cated in Arlington. Simmons Acres
Homeowners Association is located in
Accokeek, Md., and is comprised of 689
single family homes.
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CommonWealth One Federal
Credit Union of Alexandria was
awarded second place in its asset size at
the state level for the 2010 Dora Max-
well Social Responsibility Recognition
Program. The Dora Maxwell Social Re-
sponsibility Program promotes social
responsibility among credit unions and
formally recognizes those credit unions
social achievements within their com-
munities.
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INOVA® ALEXANDRIA
HOSPITAL

invites you to a benefit performance at
the Little Theatre of Alexandria

THE BOARD OF LADY MANAGERS

of

How’s a hungry orphan
find love, happiness, and

a home? Join young
Oliver and friends as they

dodge Fagin, look for
crusts of bread and sing,
“Food, Glorious Food”
and “I’ll Do Anything,”

and pretty soon you’ll
“Consider Yourself”

one of the bunch!

Tuesday, January 25,
2011 at 8:00 pm

Admission $25  ~  Patron $45  ~  Benefactor $65

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street, Alexandria, VA

An Alexandria Gazette Community Project Partnship

Proceeds benefit INOVA Alexandria Hospital for
the purchase of Anesthesia Machines —

the life and breath of every surgical patient.

Enjoy the Board of Lady Managers’
almost - famous scrumptious desserts at intermission - Free!

For Tickets or More Information, call
703-548-9485

Patrons and Benefactors acknowledged in the program.

News

By Will Treece

Gazette Packet

E
ula Malette Miller, professor emeritus
of Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege in Alexandria and one of
Alexandria’s Living Legends, died on

Jan. 5 after a long struggle with cancer. She
was 77.

Eula Miller will be remembered as one of
Alexandria’s Living Legends for her dedication
to education in Alexandria. Melvin Miller, her
husband of 53 years and prominent Alexandria
civil rights lawyer and public servant, described
her by saying, “She was a great wife, mother,
teacher, and she always found ways to help
people who needed help, particularly in the
education field.”

Born in Maxton, N.C., and a graduate of
Bennett College in Greensboro, Eula Miller
came to Alexandria after her marriage and the
completion of her master’s degree at George
Washington University. She became one of the
first teachers in Alexandria to work in a racially in-
tegrated kindergarten classroom, and shortly after-
ward joined Northern Virginia Community College
(NoVa), where she served as head of the early child-
hood program for 37 years.

Students were known to call her the “the Ener-
gizer Bunny,” and her friends and colleagues speak
highly of her strong personal-
ity and dedication to her work.
Mary Hanrahan, a colleague of
Eula Miller’s for 20 years at
NoVa, described her as “a pe-
tite, tiny little lady, but she had
the energy of thousands. She
would get up in the morning
and just get going and never
stop.”

“She helped the teachers get
down on the floor with the kids
and really play with them,” said
Carol Farrell of the Alexandria
Department of Community and
Human Services, remembering “her ability to con-
vince people who are middle-aged and who maybe
have not gotten down on the floor to play with a
young child ever, and help them feel comfortable to
sit in the middle of the floor, cross their legs, and
play with a young child.”

Eula Miller was one of the first African-American
faculty members at NoVa, and as the program head
for early childhood education at NoVa, she orches-
trated its growth from a very small program to today’s
program that offers two degrees and five certificates
across three campuses. She also helped establish a
Head Start classroom on NoVa’s Alexandria campus
15 years ago, and Head Start’s presence on the cam-
pus continues today. In 1989, she was recognized as
a Washingtonian of the Year.

Some credit for the high quality of child care in
Alexandria today can go to Eula Miller, as she was
instrumental in the accreditation process for the
former Alexandria Child Care Center in the early
1990s. The center’s success had a ripple effect, and
a decade later the Ladies’ Home Journal recognized
Alexandria as the nation’s number one mid-sized city
for child care. Farrell said, “It all started with that
one center becoming accredited.”

Displaying a commitment to social justice through
education, Eula Miller was most proud of the “nanny
project,” a program that allowed single teenage

mothers to get a certificate in child care from NoVa.
The purpose of the program was not only to help
these women be better parents, but to help them
achieve financial independence as well. Seeking to
involve the wider community, Eula Miller invited
bankers to the classroom to teach the women how
to open an account, and medical professionals to

teach about personal health.
Eula Miller funded the project
by winning a grant from Funds
for the Improvement of Post-
Secondary Education (FIPSE),
one of the first such grants ever
awarded to a community col-
lege.

Eula Miller viewed education
holistically, in the context of the
community surrounding the
child rather than the individual.
“She always said we have to
care about families, because
that’s where children live,” said

NoVa’s Assistant Dean for Early Childhood Educa-
tion Dr. Ivy Beringer. “If you want to help children,
you have to help the family.”

 Eula Miller exemplified this focus on the commu-
nity of Alexandria in her daily life, modeling a healthy
balance between work and home. Hanrahan remi-
nisced: “She knew everybody and everyone knew her;
everyone from the provost and president of the col-
lege down to the people who took care of the
grounds.”

Eula Miller is survived by her husband A. Melvin
Miller; her daughters Mary Miller and Ericka Miller;
her sisters Eunice Peay, Jennie Brown and Fern
Mallette; her daughter-in-law Vicky McCauley; and
a number of grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. Her
two daughters delivered eulogies at the funeral on
Monday, Jan. 10.

For those interested in honoring Eula Miller, her
picture will be on display at a photo exhibit of
Alexandria’s Living Legends at the Tyler Gallery of
Northern Virginia Community College from Jan. 10
through Feb. 2. A public reception will be held on
Thursday, Jan. 13, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

The family has requested that in lieu of flowers,
donations be made to a scholarship fund that has
been established in Eula Miller’s name for students
of early childhood education at Northern Virginia
Community College.

Remembering Eula Miller

Eula Malette Miller

“Eula was someone I
could call and say,
‘we’ve got something
we need to
accomplish.’ She didn’t
recognize barriers.”

— Carol Hanrahan
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Opinion

A
s a local, weekly newspaper, the
Gazette’s mission is to bring the
news you need about your commu-
nity that you are not likely to get

anywhere else — to advocate for community
good, to provide a forum for dialogue on local
concerns, and to celebrate and record mile-
stones in community and people’s lives.

At the Gazette, we begin 2011 by looking
for more input from our readers.

First, send us photos of you and your
pet plus a few sentences for our Pet
Gazette, which will appear the first
week in February. We’d like to have photos by
Jan. 20.

Let us know how we’re doing, and let us
know what is going on in your part of the com-
munity.

We invite you to e-mail us letting us know
about something you especially liked or didn’t
like about our coverage, and to write us let-

ters to the editor.
We learn a lot from readers’ ideas and ques-

tions. If you see something that you think might
be a story, or just something you wonder about,
give us a call, or drop us a line.

We want to know if you have an idea for
fixing traffic in your part of the world. We want
to know if you’ve had a good or bad experi-
ence with local government or your schools.

We’d like to hear your ideas about how to
make things better. If you know of a person or
an organization that is interesting, doing im-
portant work, and might make a good feature
story, let us know.

We are looking for interesting people
to feature in our pages each week. If
someone in your family or your com-
munity published a book, became an

Eagle Scout, raised money for a good cause,
accomplished some feat like running a mara-
thon or having art included in an art show,
these are all things that we want to know.

The Gazette will publish photos and notes
of a variety of community events and mile-
stones, including births, engagements, wed-
dings, anniversaries, awards and obituaries.

We are also interested in events at your
church, mosque, synagogue, community cen-
ter, school, etc. Email or mail us a photo and a
note about the event. Be sure to include the
names of all the people who are in a photo,
and say when and where the photo was taken.

We also publish notes about news and events
in local businesses. Notes about openings, new
employees, anniversaries and other accom-
plishments and events are welcome.

Our calendar of events lets people know
about upcoming events. Send the information
at least two weeks ahead of the event, and in-
clude a photo if possible. Events to be listed in
calendars should be free or at nominal cost and
open to the public.

In covering the issues, we strive to provide a
voice for our readers. We look forward to hear-
ing from you in 2011. We have a new website
in the works (our current site has served us
well but is best described as an antique) that
will open up many more lines of communica-
tion. Stay tuned.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Be Sure To Let Us Know in 2011
Reaffirming our mission
in the new year.

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 9

Against Longer
School Days
To the Editor:

The following letter was addressed to the
Alexandria School Board.

I am writing today regarding the School
Board’s consideration to extend the school day
and to lengthen the school year by two extra
days for students. I would like the Board to

know that I am against these plans. In addi-
tion to the amount of time our children spend
in school every day, they are involved in many
extracurricular activities from sports to music
to arts. My daughter who is an “A” student at
TCW rarely gets to bed before midnight to one
o’clock in the morning working on homework,
projects, etc. To force her and her peers to stay
in school an extra 30 minutes per day robs
them of precious minutes of sleep and possi-
bly a small chance to relax. My daughter does
not need any additional preparation for the
SOLs. Those children who do should be offered
services before or after school, but those who
do not should not be forced to attend a longer
school day or school year.

Furthermore, the Superintendent’s proposal
to add two additional days of instruction start-
ing on Aug. 29 to allow for 21 hours of profes-
sional development, is ridiculous. If the teach-
ers need professional development time, they
should come back to school an additional week
early to get their professional development.
Our children’s instructional time suffers most
when there are substitutes in the classroom. If
we can avoid pulling teachers from the class-
room so regularly, our children will gain valu-
able instructional time without having to re-
turn to school before Labor Day.

I would like the School Board to vote against
the proposal to submit an application waiver
to the Virginia Department of Education to al-
low ACPS to extend the school calendar and
return to school before Labor Day. I would also
like the Board to vote against the initiative to
extend the school day. I know we can come up
with more creative solutions than this to help
prepare our students for testing and more im-
portantly, for the rest of their lives.

Laura McWade Paez
Parent of a 10th grader, 8th grader

and 4th grader in ACPS

More Taxes:
Only Answer?
To the Editor:

Kerry Donley has spent considerable time
and effort over the past several months selling
another tax increase he wants to impose on
Alexandrians. His pitch for higher taxes to our
already overtaxed citizens and businesses
doesn’t appear to be selling very well. How-
ever, the time and effort he has devoted to his
cause merit that everyone understands exactly
what he is saying once the political hyperbole
has been stripped away.

Based on Donley’s latest pitch published in
this newspaper, his argument to take more of
your money can essentially be boiled down to
the following points:

1. Other local governments have imposed
these taxes so Alexandria should too.

This argument may remind readers of their
parents’ old “If your friends jump off a bridge,
would you jump too?” Just because Arlington
politicians impose a new tax, doesn’t mean that
the citizens of Alexandria want their taxes
raised in a similar fashion. Indeed, the nature
of business owners in Arlington, which are fre-
quently very large national and multinational
corporations, is very different from the unique,
family-owned, community-supported small
businesses in Alexandria. Of course, if this ar-
gument sways the other members of City Coun-
cil, who have voted against this tax in the past,
it will only be logical that Alexandria adopts
other local government policies, such as
Loudoun County’s controversial illegal immi-
grant policies or Arlington’s decrease in park-
ing meter fees.

 2. Donley wants to use these new taxes to
float bonds and get “more bang from the buck”
as other local governments have done.

Letters to the Editor
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Snapshot
Michael Francis Haley performs
next to the Fish Market on
Friday evening, Dec. 31, 2010,
10:25 p.m.
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Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria

Happy New Year
from the

Shops of Foxchase

We look forward
to serving you

in 2011!

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
29 years of quality projects

Specializing in:
• Crown Moldings
• Wainscoting & Chair Railings
• Accent Trims
• Door & Window Trims
• Door & Hardware Installation
• Drywall Repairs
• Other Carpentry projects

From Page 8

Letters

See Letters,  Page 14

Even the millions and millions
of dollars Donley wants to take
from the local economy isn’t
enough to sate his thirst for more
money. Indeed, the new taxes will
merely be a down payment, as
Donley wants to use them to bor-
row even more money and dig Al-
exandria even further into debt.
Simply put, this is irresponsible
and will likely add even more pres-
sure in the future to both cut
spending and raise even more
taxes as Donley’s bills come due.

3. This is the only tool left in our
toolbox.

No, it’s not. As Vice Mayor,
Donley knows this is a false state-
ment.

4. Imagine [insert your dream
transportation project here]

Hopes and dreams are certainly
nice, but what about the people
who will lose their jobs or will
have to pay higher prices due to
Donley’s new taxes? How many
more empty storefronts will this
cause?

5. We must act now!
No, we don’t. Alexandria was

here before cars were invented; it
will be here long after Donley and
his pet projects are forgotten. In-
deed, the worst time to impose a

drastic new tax is in bad economic
times.

 6. If we impose this tax on busi-
nesses, we’ll provide these same
businesses with tax relief.

By definition, tax relief would
entail lower taxes. It seems a bit
disingenuous that a professional
politician would promise a small
bit of long overdue tax relief from
an unfair tax at the price of im-
posing an entirely new and more
burdensome tax. If a tax is unfair,
it should be reformed because it
is an unfair tax, not as a bribe.

Left out of Donley’s new tax
sales pitch is that after City
Council’s last tax increase, Alex-
andria actually has a budget sur-
plus. It will be a sad, but predict-
able, spectacle to watch Donley
and the rest of City Council exer-
cise their magical powers and
make these millions of dollars dis-
appear overnight!

It is unfortunate that Donley,
who has an extensive record in
both business and the City of Al-
exandria, lacks the vision to de-
velop reasonable solutions to our
City’s growing challenges. His only
solution to virtually every problem
is to raise your taxes. He has done
so year after year after year. If
Donley succeeds in his push to get
the other City Council members

aboard his tax train, it will only
be a short time before he starts
planning his next raid on your
bank. The real question is how
more Donley can you afford?

Bud Miller
Alexandria

West End
Gridlock
To the Editor:

Solution: Ride the bus, walk,
ride a bike. I never drove to D.C.
— too expensive to park, too much
traffic. So I rode the bus back and
forth to work. Got off at 12th and
Penn. and walked a quarter mile
to work. Simple. I wouldn’t give
workers free parking. Gas will be
$5 a gallon come summer. People
running Alexandria love to spend
our money. They tax you to death.

Patrick Kirby
Alexandria

Oh Metro!
To the Editor:

Why was the advertisement up-
side down? I wonder if someone
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Politics

See Gun-Free,  Page 18

See A Heady Session,  Page 18

By Ana Apostoleris

Gazette Packet

O
n Tuesday, Del. Patrick A. Hope
(D-47) of Arlington introduced a
measure which would prohibit

the possession of firearms in the Virginia
Capitol or the General Assembly Building
(GAB). Coming on the heels of Saturday’s
shooting of U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-
Az.), Hope claims that his new legislation
would “remove a very real threat to the
safety and security of everyone who enters
our facilities.”

Although it has support from some state
leaders, including state Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-
30), and from firearm regulations advocates
among the state population, Hope’s bill is
expected to be met with stiff opposition
from the pro-gun rights factions of the Vir-
ginia legislature.

Hope, a delegate since 2010, says that the
change in policy would not result in any
changes in levels of security at the Capitol
or at the GAB. “[Enforcement] is the key
question,” he said. “If you have a [firearms]
permit, you’d simply have to [leave] your
gun with the police on the way in and go
about your business.” The delegate also

claims that an increase in security would
be “unnecessary,” as the tools to enforce the
new measure are already in place. “Why do
we have these metal detectors if we simply
allow people with guns to go through
them?”

Bracing for a fight from constituents and
colleagues who view the legislation as an
infringement upon gun rights, Hope
stressed that his new legislation would not
overstep security precedents set by other
government institutions. “You can’t go into
the [United States] Capitol with a gun,” he
said. “You can’t even walk through an air-
port with a gun. This shouldn’t be any dif-
ferent.” He expressed an understanding of
viewpoints about self-defense, but also
stated that self-defense measures are irrel-
evant in the contexts of the Capitol and the
GAB. “We have people who are specially
trained to protect people [in these build-
ings],” Hope said. “I understand [the de-
sire for a method of] self-defense, but if you
have people to protect you, you don’t need
a firearm.” Legislators would be exempt
from the new measure and would continue
to be allowed to carry firearms in the Capi-
tol, according to Hope.

The bill would not change gun laws out-
side of the two buildings in question, re-
gardless of whether or not state officials
were present — for example, there would
be no change in regulations at outdoor pub-
lic events such as the one at which Giffords
was shot. “We’re not going to be able to stop
[violence] in all situations,” said Hope, “but

in circumstances where we know there will
be [state officials], we should protect them.”

Hope has an ally in Ticer, who represents
Alexandria and parts of Arlington and
Fairfax counties. She echoed the delegate’s
sentiments on the necessity and feasibility
of the new bill. “I think it’s pretty silly that
we have machines that test whether or not
people have guns but we don’t take them
away, temporarily,” she said. “There’s no
question in my mind that it’s safer when
people don’t have ammunition.”

GUN RIGHTS and accessibility are a hot
topic in Virginia and across the country, as
the people of Virginia and the legislature
are still dealing with the fallout from the
Virginia Tech shootings of 2007. Abigail
Spangler of Alexandria, a gun-control ac-
tivist and the founder of the Protest Easy
Guns activist group, supports the Hope bill
and says that state and national laws glo-
rify gun ownership and usage.

“A few years ago, I was walking into the
State Capitol with a banner, because I was
going to lead a protest that day,” said
Spangler. “The police stopped me. ... Yet,
that was the same year that they made an
express line for people with gun permits to
go through to the Capitol. Here I am, an
average citizen trying to fight gun violence
in America, and I’m not allowed to walk
into the Capitol with a banner rolled up un-
der my arm, with Virginia Tech massacre
victims’ families … What gives gun carry
permit owners that privilege?”

She expressed displeasure with the
way public safety is compromised in
the name of gun rights. “Our country
is in the middle of a national crisis,”
said Spangler. “Our gun laws are so
lax that our children, police, and all
Americans are at risk of gun violence
from dangerous individuals who have
far too easy access to guns.”

The National Rifle Association
(NRA), based in Fairfax, declined to
comment on the bill, saying only that
in the wake of the Arizona tragedy
“anything other than prayers for the
victims and their
families would be
inappropriate.”
Although no op-
ponents of the
measure could be
reached for com-
ment at the time
of this writing,
Hope’s legislation
will likely be met
with resistance as
it is introduced to
a Virginia legisla-
ture that put him
on the losing end of several guns-re-
lated referendums last year, accord-
ing to Project Vote Smart’s voting
record on the delegate.  Hope’s fire-
arms frustrations are not unusual for

Gun Ban Proposed for Capitol, General Assembly Building
Hope, Ticer expect
resistance from
gun-rights advocates.

“Our country
is in the

middle of a
national

crisis.”
— Abigail

Spangler, founder,
Protest Easy Guns

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

I
t’s going to be a green session this year
in Richmond, and not just because of
the environmental issues that come
up every year. Marijuana and syn-

thetic marijuana are on the agenda for law-
makers in Northern Virginia, with a hand-
ful of bills that would do everything from
criminalize synthetic marijuana to reduc-
ing the penalty for inmates found with mari-
juana behind bars.

“This is a difficult issue for elected offi-
cials,” said Isaac Wood, director of commu-
nications for the Virginia Center for Poli-
tics. “On one hand, you want to be seen as
tough on crime. But on the other hand, you
don’t want to come across as too hard-line
because voters have mixed feelings about
this.”

The most aggressive measure will be in-
troduced by state Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-30),
who is widely expected to announce her
intention not to seek reelection later this
year. As this year’s session approached, Ticer
said, she began considering offering her
own effort to legalize marijuana. The long-
time senator said she’s heard from many
cancer patients that marijuana helped them
through chemotherapy, and she disagrees

with the prohibition currently enforced
under Virginia law.

“There’s no reason to withhold a natural
drug if it’s not going to be abused,” said
Ticer, who will have little to lose if she de-
cides against running for a fifth term in the
Virginia Senate. “We trust doctors for other
things. Why not making pain medication
available for those who need it?”

Legalization efforts have been tried be-
fore in Virginia, and they have always met
with failure. The most recent attempt was
last year, when Del. Harvey Morgan (R-98)
introduced House Bill 1134. His bill was
referred to the Courts of Justice Commit-
tee, where it was assigned to a subcommit-
tee and killed in an unrecorded vote. Sup-
porters of decriminalization of marijuana

say the time has come end the
prohibition, which they say has
a tremendous social cost.

“The United States has spent
hundreds of millions of dollars
waging a 40-year ‘war on
drugs’ that has been respon-
sible for the imprisonment of
millions of our fellow Ameri-
cans,” said Tony Newman,
director of media relations
for Drug Policy Alliance, in
a written statement. “De-

spite the enormous waste of money and
lives, drugs are as easily available as
ever.”

OTHER THAN TICER’S legalization ef-
forts, other Northern Virginia legislators
have also prepared legislation dealing
with marijuana or synthetic marijuana. One
of them is Del. Adam Ebbin (D-49), who is
one of a handful of Virginia lawmakers seek-
ing to outlaw synthetic marijuana — also
known as “spice” or “K2.” Because the prod-
uct is not intended for human consumption,
it’s completely unregulated — which means
there’s no oversight about what chemicals
are used to manufacture the substance. Yet
even if the contents of synthetic marijuana
are a mystery, Ebbin says there’s no mistak-

ing who is the intended market.
“I think it’s marketed to anyone

who would like to smoke marijuana,”
said Ebbin, one of three Democrats
who has announced they will run if
Ticer decides against seeking another
term. “Probably kids who don’t have
a connection to finding marijuana on
their own.”

Efforts to criminalize synthetic
marijuana are expected to be popu-
lar in the General Assembly this year,
especially since no groups are lobby-
ing for it in Richmond. If Virginia does
take action this year, it will be join-
ing an ongoing federal effort initiated
by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration last year to crack down on

A Heady Session Northern Virginia lawmakers to tackle
marijuana issues this year.

Sen. Patsy
Ticer (D-30)

Del. Adam
Ebbin (D-49),

Del. David
Englin (D-45) “We trust doctors for other

things. Why not making
pain medication available

for those who need it?”
— State Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-30)
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News

From Page 1

Court Ruling Strikes Blow at City’s Waterfront Plan

The Old Dominion Boat Club and its parking lot at the foot of King Street.
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❖ 1632: King Charles I grants a
charter for Maryland to Cecilius
Calvert, also known as Lord Balti-
more, which includes the bed of the
Potomac River establishing the
boundary between Virginia and
Maryland.

❖ 1791: Maryland cedes a portion
of its territory to the United States
for the creation of a permanent seat
of government.

At that time, the boundary be-
tween Maryland and Virginia was a

high-water mark between the two
states, which ceased to be a boundary
upon the creation of the District of Co-
lumbia

❖ 1846: Alexandria is retroceded
back to Virginia. The boundary between
the District of Columbia and Virginia be-
comes the 1791 high-water mark, which
had been the old boundary between
Maryland and Virginia before the cre-
ation of the District of Columbia.

❖ 1880: The Old Dominion Boat Club
is established in Alexandria as a private

social club, purchasing two adjacent
parcels on the Alexandria waterfront.
Both parcels occupy land filled after
1791, which is west of the high-water
mark.

❖ 1973: The Nixon administration
commences action against 34 Alexan-
dria landowners, including the Old
Dominion Boat Club, claiming owner-
ship of all filled and submerged lands on
the District of Columbia side of the 1791
high-water mark.  The lawsuit is filed at
the request of conservationists, who say

the area should be turned into a na-
tional park. Most of the 34 defendants
settled, agreeing to some degree of pub-
lic access but the boat club and three
other defendants continue to defend the
lawsuit.

❖ 2010: The United States District
Court for the District of Columbia rules
in favor of the Old Dominion Boat Club.
Despite finding that the United States
has ownership of the riverbed, the boat
club had not trespassed nor is it obli-
gated to provide public access. As a

incorporated into the new Dis-
trict of Columbia. Justice Depart-
ment lawyers tried to argue that
everything east of that imaginary
line, which includes most of the
modern-day waterfront, did not
belong to Virginia. As Old Domin-
ion Boat Club attorney Hugh
Nugent explained during oral ar-
gument in the case, the govern-
ment was asking the court to “re-
fer to Maryland courts a question
of whether panels of this court in
the mid-20th century misinter-
preted the dictum of a Maryland
19th century case applying a mid-
18th century Maryland statue that
modified 16th century common
law.”

WHEN THE JUSTICE Depart-
ment originally filed the lawsuit
against 34 landowners along the
waterfront in 1973, Charles
Beatley was mayor of the city and
Richard Nixon was in the White House. It
was a time when conservationists began
pressing to transform the waterfront from
an industrial landscape of arsenic plants and
coal depots into a chain of national parks.
By the end of the decade, most of the 34
defendants settled and agreed to some de-
gree of public access.

“Without that original lawsuit, a lot of
public space that we now have on the wa-
terfront wouldn’t be there,” said former Vice
Mayor Andrew Macdonald, crediting the
late Ellen Pickering with spearheading the

effort. “So in that sense, it was a tremen-
dous success.” But the boat club and three
other defendants continue to defend the
lawsuit, even now — almost four decades
later. Now that the appeals court ruling has
been issued, planning officials must con-
front a new reality along Alexandria’s
riverbank, one in which it’s becoming in-
creasingly unlikely that the federal govern-
ment will be able to force more public ac-
cess. At issue is a fenced-in parking lot at
the foot of King Street, which Hamer envi-
sions as the location of Fitzgerald Square,

a new open space that could potentially fea-
ture a fountain that could be used as an
ice-skating rink in the winter. During a De-
cember meeting, the planning director de-
fended the timing of coming forward with
a plan despite the uncertainty.

“How can we begin to negotiate with the
Boat Club when we don’t know what we
want?” asked Hamer at the conclusion of a
community meeting about the waterfront
planning process. “How can we negotiate
with D.C. when we don’t know what we
want?”

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS say
that waterfront planning process
hasn’t been jeopardized by the
appeals court decision, especially
parts of the plan that have noth-
ing to do with the foot of King
Street. When asked about the rul-
ing after a City Council meeting
Monday night, Mayor Bill Euille
was upbeat about the verdict. He
said he was still hopeful that city
officials could come to some kind
of resolution with the Boat Club.

“This doesn’t mean we are go-
ing to pack our bags and go
home,” said Euille. “It’s taken us
several decades to get here, but at
least we are making strides.”

If the Justice Department de-
cides against appealing the ruling
to the Supreme Court, that could
open the way to more robust ne-
gotiations between city officials
and the boat club. That could
mean some kind of deal, although
Old Dominion members don’t
seem willing to give up their park-

ing lot at the foot of King Street. Planning
officials have offered a compromise, which
would be to swap those parking spaces for
ones in a new building that would be con-
structed at the western edge of Waterfront
Park. But boat club members don’t seem
willing to make that deal, and the concept
of cutting into an existing park is extremely
unpopular in Old Town.

“I’m appalled,” said Pat Troy, owner of an
Irish pub that uses the park for an annual
festival. “They are using the dispute with
the Old Dominion Boat Club as a ploy to
take the park away, and I think that’s a ter-
rible idea.”

riparian owner abutting the District
of Columbia, the court rules, Old
Dominion has the right to lay fill
and build wharves.

❖ 2011: The United States Court
of Appeals affirms the district court
ruling, siding with the boat club
that Old Dominion had not tres-
passed nor is it obligated to provide
public access. The Justice Depart-
ment has until April 11 to file an
appeal if they want to appeal the
case to the Supreme Court.

Timeline

Legislation Seeks
To Address Bullying

As students returned to school last week after the holi-
day break, Delegates Adam Ebbin (D-49) and David Englin
(D-45) introduced anti-bullying legislation in the General
Assembly.

Ebbin’s legislation will:
❖ Make bullying a Class 1 misdemeanor,
❖ Give victims the right to sue bullies who are sanc-

tioned or found guilty,
❖ Provide for expulsions and,
❖ Require that bullying causing injury be reported to

the Commonwealth’s Attorney.
Englin’s bill, the Anti-Bullying Responsibility Act, will:

Christmas/Holiday Tree
Recycling Collection

Residents who receive City trash service have next Sat-
urday, Jan. 15, to set out trees for recycling pick-up.

Residents must:
❖ Remove all ornaments, tinsel, lights, and stands
❖ Not place trees in plastic bags
❖ Place the tree at the curb (no alleys) by 7 a.m.
The trees are recycled into mulch by chipping in the

spring.  This mulch is available at the mulch site at no
charge to City residents in the spring, on a first-come, first-
served basis.  Mulch is also available for delivery for a
small fee. Trees collected after Jan. 16, will be collected as
regular refuse.

News Briefs
❖ Add more specificity regarding bullying, harassment,

and intimidation to the codes of student conduct required
of local school divisions,

❖ Require schools to have appropriate procedures in
place to separate victims from bullies,

❖ Change teacher training in bullying intervention from
an optional to a required part of in-service training,

❖ Require that incidents of bullying, harassment, and
intimidation be reported to division superintendents and,

❖ Hold school administrators responsible for implement-
ing anti-bullying procedures outlined in local policies.

Ebbin is the Senior Whip of the House Democratic Cau-
cus and represents parts of Arlington County, the City of
Alexandria and Fairfax County. Englin is vice chairman of
the House Democratic Caucus and represents parts of the
City of Alexandria, Fairfax County, and Arlington County.
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703.836.1021

REPAIRING ONE HOME
won’t change the world but
surely the world will change

for that one homeowner.

www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org

Join Rebuilding Together Alexandria and nearly 1,000 volunteers
in our city-wide effort to provide free house repairs to in-need

homeowners. Grab your co-workers and friends, sponsor a team,
 and make repairs (with our help!) on April 30th. If you’re skilled

or not-as-skilled, we need you!

Register
your team
TODAY!

From Page 9

Letters

actually was trying to send a message.
In the center of each Metro rail car, prior-

ity seating signs and arrows are posted on
either side of advertisements. When the
upside down advertisement is replaced, the
signs and arrows will remain. In Metro
buses, signs are located in the front of the
bus.

It is the law.  As part of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), public transit
authorities are required to make priority
seating available for senior citizens and
people with disabilities.

In rail cars, priority seats are located in
each car near the center doors. But many
riders ignore the signs. They are either en-
grossed in texting or have their ears
plugged. They sit while the seniors stand.

I have observed a rider with crutches
standing while what appeared to be a
younger healthier person seated in the pri-
ority seats. I have seen an elderly person
holding the pole while a rider sat in the
priority seat obviously engrossed in texting.

Let’s start the new year off right. Stand
and respect seniors and persons with
diabilities. Metro also needs to make more
announcements.

All across the nation, in cars, we learned
to buckle up. Amazing, we do this naturally.
Now is the time to naturally let the senior
and persons with disabilities sit. It is the
natural thing to do.

 Lillian J. White
Alexandria

Everyday Metro rider

Close Calls
To the Editor:

I am curious why the Alexandria Police
have taken to such aggressive speed check-
ing at the boundary of Alexandria City and
Fairfax County. They have been camped
there just about every day and night as driv-
ers cross over the Beltway bridge.

What is worse that after the police stop
the speeders, they do not even attempt to
pull over onto the side road. It is often dark
and I have seen many close accidents caused
by the police car sitting in the middle of
the road. It seems somewhat irresponsible
to provide a hazardous condition when they
are supposed to be protecting our roads.

Gale Curcio

Discussing ‘Pathways’
Mark Eisenhour, assistant principal of T.C. Williams High School and
principal of the “Pathways To Graduation Academy,” spoke at a
recent luncheon meeting of the Optimist Club of Alexandria. The
Pathways program is designed for students identified as at risk of
dropping out.  Eisenhour focused on the program, its objectives,
progress, and challenges. Honored at the program was Bria Leaks, a
successful Pathways student, who was accompanied by her mother,
Tishe Berry. Leaks is a member of the Cyber Seniors/ Cyber Teens
organization that assists seniors to access the internet. The Opti-
mist Club presented a $100 U.S. savings bond to her. Also attending
was Casanja Lee, assistant to Eisenhour; Vanessa Greene, director
of the Charles Houston Senior Center, and Elizabeth Jackson, a
student of the Cybernet Team Program at Pathways.
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ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

By DeMarcus Billinglsey

M
y Big Brother is
Brian Cornwell
and he has been
my Big Brother

for almost two years. We have lots
of fun and he is like my real
brother. We have gone to lots of
places like go karts, laser tag, the
movies, canoeing, swimming,
shopping, out to dinner and wa-
ter parks. So many places for me
to name.

Brian’s parents came to meet me
last Christmas and it was so much
fun! They are Italian and we had
an Italian Christmas dinner.

Yummy! I am
glad to have a
Big Brother. I
have someone
to talk to, some-

one who knows what it is like to
be a boy and understand what I
am going through. I can share sto-
ries with him and we can laugh
and joke.

Even when I have trouble at
school or even with my brother I
can talk to Brian and he knows just
what to say. Brian and I are stuck
together forever. I like that he tells
me things like when I am a parent
he can’t wait to tell my kids what
I was like when I was little. That
must mean he plans to be in my
life a very long time. I believe him.

He even met my grandmother
and my grandfather when they
came from Texas to visit; he has
met a lot of my family and they all
like him very much. It is like he is

in my family too. There is so much
I could write about Brian but we
have done some much together it
is so hard to remember it all. All I
know is that it has been fun.

I remember when I first met
him, I was kinda shy at first but
now I am not. We laugh, we joke
and we have so much fun. I am
happy to have him and I think ev-
ery boy should have a big brother
like me! We have lots of fun but
he is also serious with me. He
teaches me life. We talk about
money, politics and we even talk
about girls! He gives such good
advice to me and I really listen to
what he says. There is not enough
I can say about my Big Brother
other than I like him and I think
we will be brothers forever.

The Alexandria Mentoring Partner-
ship is currently recruiting volunteers to
mentor the youth of Alexandria. To
learn more about the mentoring
opportunities in the city, contact Loralei
Coyle at 703-746-4506 or through the
website at www.AlexandriaVa.gov/
Mentoring or at an upcoming open
house on Tuesday, Jan. 25 at the
Lyceum from 6 to 8:30pm

Brian Cornwell and
DeMarcus Billinglsey

Brothers Forever

Mentor of

The Month

Opinion

On Dec. 16, the hill on
Braddock Road wasThe Slippery Slope

cluttered with slipping and sliding vehicles from the
morning snowfall.
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Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

The Shops at Bradlee

Friendly Faces, Great Value~
It’s Where Alexandria Shops

From Page 10

Politics

From Page 10

members of the legislature who
advocate for restricted gun rights;
Ticer, drawing off 15 years of ex-
perience as a state senator, views
the legislature as virtually impen-
etrable when it comes to these is-
sues. She said she was an active
advocate of gun control at the be-
ginning of her political career, but
that she
“stopped, be-
cause [such
bills] don’t
get anywhere
down here.”

IN 1996, her
first year as state senator, Ticer co-
patroned a bill which would have
legalized firearm bans in Northern
Virginia county facilities; this pro-

posal was shot down in an unre-
corded committee vote.  In 1997,
she co-patroned another bill de-
signed to legalize dangerous
weapon bans in publicly-owned
recreation or community centers.
Although this measure passed the
House and the Senate, it was even-
tually vetoed by then-Governor
George F. Allen (R), and the State
Senate subsequently upheld the

veto.
A l t h o u g h

Hope remains
optimistic, he
is aware of the
odds his legis-
lation is up
against. “The

bill has a difficult road home,” he
admitted. The 2011 Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly goes into session on
Jan. 12 in Richmond.

Gun-Free State Capitol?

spice. Back in November, the
agency used its emergency sched-
uling authority to temporarily con-
trol five chemicals used to make
the fake-pot products, making
them ille-
gal for
one year
while the
U.S. De-
partment
of Health
and Hu-
man Ser-
vices con-
ducts a
review of
whether
or not
t h e s e
c h e m i -
cals and
products should be permanently
controlled.

“Makers of these products mis-
lead their customers into thinking
that ‘fake pot’ is a harmless alter-
native to illegal drugs, but that is
not the case,” said DEA Acting Ad-
ministrator Michele Leonhart in a
written statement announcing the
emergency measure. “Today’s ac-
tion will call further attention to
the risks of ingesting unknown
compounds and will hopefully
take away any incentive to try
these products.”

ONE BILL THAT will be consid-
ered in Richmond will address
penalties for inmates who get
caught with marijuana behind
bars, which some say are too

harsh. Under current Virginia law,
inmates caught with a stash of pot
face tougher penalties than those
possessing a firearm or an explo-
sive. Del. David Englin (D-45) is
preparing legislation that would

reduce the
penalty for
i n m a t e s
who pos-
sess mari-
juana to
be the
same as
the pen-
alty for
those who
get caught
with a fire-
arm or an
explosive
device.

“I don’t
recommend having marijuana or
firearms or explosives in prison,”
said Englin. “But for those who are
caught, this is a fairness issue.”

The disparity in sentencing was
discovered by Morgan last year,
when he advocated for legaliza-
tion of marijuana in Virginia.
Englin said Morgan asked him to
carry the bill, which he said he was
glad to do because “it’s the right
thing to do.” Experts say the fate
of Englin’s bill is difficult to deter-
mine because it’s an issue that has
received so little attention.

“There’s no clear consensus,”
said Wood. “Something like this
would be very difficult to predict,
especially since we don’t know
how the law-enforcement commu-
nity will react to this yet.”

A Heady Session

“Makers of these products
mislead their customers
into thinking that ‘fake
pot’ is a harmless
alternative to illegal drugs,
but that is not the case.”

— Michele Leonhart,
DEA Acting Administrator

“The bill has a
difficult road home.”

—Del. Patrick A. Hope (D-47)
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Theater

By David Siegel

The Gazette

ove and power are dan-
gerous.” With those
words a charming smile
settled across the face of
Irina Tsikurishvili, ac-

tress and resident choreographer
for Arlington’s Synetic Theatre.
She then described the company’s
newest adventure; heading to
Massachusetts to present its
award-winning “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.” Her ultimate de-
sire — that the audience just “gives
in to the comedy and has great
fun.”

This road trip builds upon the
growing national recognition of
Synetic’s uncommonly wordless,
voluptuous physical theatrical
work.  As the company celebrates
its 10th anniversary season, the
founding husband and wife team
of Paata and Irina Tsikurishvili
have much to celebrate since emi-
grating from the country of Geor-
gia. It was just a few months ago
that Synetic received a grant from
the American Theatre Wing,
founder of the Tony Awards to
bring it national attention and
acknowledgement. Accepting the
award, Paata indicated that “Irina
and I have worked so hard to get
here … it is the birthday of my
American dream.”

It is no small feat for Synetic to
take “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” hundreds of miles away

To Go
Performances are at 1800 S. Bell

Street, Arlington. 8 p.m. evenings, Tues-
day, Jan. 25-Saturday, Jan. 29; 2 p.m.
matinee Sunday, Jan. 30. Tickets are
$20-$50. Call 800-494-8497. Log on
Synetictheater.org.

Synetic
Heads
On the
Road

from its Arlington home. It means
trucking the production’s para-
phernalia to the stage at Williams
(Massachusetts) College Adams
Memorial Theatre for two evening
performances, Jan. 20 and 21.
Before audiences of nearly 200 for
each performance Synetic will be
the centerpiece of integrated pro-
gramming to include cinema
screenings, audience talk-backs
and conversations with academic
scholars.  All to tell Shakespeare’s
elegant story of “the course of true
love never did run smooth.”

There is no lull for the company.
Right after the Massachusetts per-
formances, Synetic returns for a
special engagement of “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” at its Crystal
City stage for six performances. All
told, there will have been four
vastly different venues for the pro-
duction, including previous perfor-
mances at The Kennedy Center
and the Lansburgh Theatre.

Why is “Midsummer” so special?
Irina spoke of the play being a “hi-

larious comedy with a magical
nature.” Sold out houses, multiple
award nominations and awards in-
dicate that audiences are clearly
enchanted with the Synetic vision.

Alex Mills, reprising his role as
Puck, the play’s quicksilver skim-
mer, spoke of the cast’s working
together with an “urge to move …
to express themselves” physically.
The production allowed the actors
to develop Shakespeare’s words
into their own idiosyncratic move-
ment and expressions.

Transforming Shakespeare’s two
hours of romantic mix-ups, magic
potions and wanderings into 90
minutes of
pure physical
theater was
no easy un-
d e r t a k i n g .
The Synetic
a d a p t a t i o n
took about
three months
of collaboration to “develop a clear
story line” so that the audience

Alex Mills as Puck in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” at Arlington’s Synetic Theatre.

could follow-along even without
words uttered. According to Mills,
they worked closely together “to
find the movement of the charac-
ters … and to find the visual punch
lines.”

For those who have seen the pro-
duction, there are several changes
in the ensemble that received a 2010
Helen Hayes Award. These include
Ben Cunis now in the role of
Oberon, the King opposite to Irina’s
portrayal of a powerful Queen and
Dan Istrate as Bottom, the usually
Donkey-headed buffon.

Asked about looking to their be-
ginnings, Irina paused, trans-

ported back in
time. Speaking of
the early years
trying to have
people learn of
their distinctive
brand of theater,
she broke into a
thoughtful gentle

nod, “we just want to leave the au-
dience in good spirits.”
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Alexandria Restaurant Week Is Jan. 21-30
60 Restaurants
Offer $35 Menus

VisitAlexandriaVA.com.
During this winter event diners

can indulge in some of the latest
food trends. Fresh, locally sourced
ingredients are central to the menus
of Bastille in Old Town and Food
Matters in the Cameron Station
neighborhood. The handcrafted,
artisanal experience of Cheesetique
in Del Ray and Grape + Bean in Old
Town keeps regulars coming back
for more. Alexandria’s new gourmet
pizza scene is piping hot during Res-
taurant Week with menus from Piz-
zeria Paradiso, RedRocks Pizza
Napoletana, Pizzeria Venti, and
Pizzaiolo Cafe & Bar.

Unique menus and offers include

Pizzeria Paradiso’s special winter-
inspired pizza with roasted duck
and aged Dutch Gouda paired with
two hand-selected seasonal draft
beers. Tempo is offering a bottle of
house wine for only $10 with the
purchase of two meals from the Res-
taurant Week menu. Geranio’s
menu includes four courses for $35,
while La Tasca’s $35 per person deal
includes unlimited tapas and choice
of one dessert per guest. A $35 Old
Town food tour is offered by the Al-
exandria-based DC Metro Food
Tours, which includes a three-course
progressive meal at two favorite res-
taurants and a fully guided historic
walking tour of Old Town.

Food lovers can feast their eyes
on the full list of participants at
VisitAlexandriaVA.com. The list in-
cludes OpenTable Diner’s Choice
Winners La Bergerie, A la Lucia,
Delia’s Mediterranean Grill & Brick
Oven Pizza, Warehouse Bar & Grill,
and The Wharf, while Hank’s Oys-
ter Bar, Columbia Firehouse, and
Sam Phao Thai enjoy popular rat-
ings on Yelp.com.

This 10-day event enables resi-
dents and visitors to experience the
diversity of restaurant choices in
Alexandria and taste the culinary
inventiveness of local chefs.

More information is available at
VisitAlexandriaVA.com.

A
lexandria Restaurant Week
is back, Jan. 21-30. More
than 60 restaurants

throughout the city will feature a
$35 prix-fixe three-course dinner or
$35 dinner for two. Fine dining es-
tablishments and casual neighbor-
hood favorites are offering special
menus to tempt the palate and
please the pocketbook with offers
available exclusively during this
twice-a-year event. Restaurant Week
menus and online reservations are
available now on

A
 pair of massive marble
urns original to Arling-

ton National Cemetery’s Me-
morial Amphitheater that
stood sentry near the Tomb
of the Unknowns during of-
ficial memorial services at-
tended by every American
president of the 20th and
21st centuries will highlight
The Potomack Company’s
Jan. 29-30 auction of antique
furniture and garden acces-
sories from the collection of
designer Darryl Savage.

The urns flanked the Me-
morial Amphitheater stage
from the time of the
monument’s construction in
1920 until the urns were sal-
vaged during a recent reno-
vation.  Modern replicas now
stand in place of the original
urns that will be sold at The
Potomack Company.

Darryl Savage is a nation-
ally recognized source for
top designers and architects
whose decorating style of
focusing on the simplicity of
placing large objects in neu-
tral backgrounds has been
featured in Architectural Di-
gest, Town & Country, House
Beautiful and other maga-
zines.  In addition to his in-
terior design business, Sav-
age has operated a retail
store near Annapolis offering
unique antiques from stately
European country houses,
chateaux, churches and
other public buildings.  Now
Savage is closing the shop,
DHS Designs, and the entire
inventory will be sold at auc-
tion at The Potomack Com-
pany.

The Potomack Company’s
January auction will be
available for viewing at the
gallery and online beginning
Jan. 22.  For information,
visit www.potomack
company.com or call 703-
684-4550.  The Potomack
Company is a fine art and
antique auction gallery lo-
cated at 526 North Fayette
Street in Old Town Alexan-
dria.

Marble Urns To
Be Auctioned



B

E

F

C

G

D

A

© Google Map data

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

A WILLIAMS PROFESSIONAL

PAINTING

Working in Alexandria since 1979, the

Williams family is proud of their history of

providing fast, courteous service, reasonable

rates, and high quality work. They credit

their team of dedicated employees for their

reputation. From the office staff to the

carefully selected craftsmen in the field their

commitment to teamwork and customer

satisfaction makes sprucing up a snap!

They offer free estimates, carpentry repair

and crown molding installation along with

drywall repair. Not sure about color?

Design consultant, Carey Schuster, is ready

help with the perfect color scheme for

your project.

3919 Wheeler Avenue, 703.768.8143,

wpspaint.com

B TECH PAINTING CO.

Founded in 1987, Tech Painting Company is

now celebrating almost a quarter century in

business. Scott Burr and Jim Nicolson credit

their success to knowing their trade,

showing up on time and doing the work as

promised. They are proud to say that over

90% of their customers hire them again.

They are dedicated to training and all of their

painters must attend weekly classes learning

about new products and techniques.

These carefully chosen and screened

craftsmen also make carpentry and wall

repairs, and remove or install wallcovering.

They offer free estimates and guarantee all

of their work.

1406-B Leslie Avenue, 703.684.7702,

techpainting.com

The Painted Room
Smashed holly berries on the mantelpiece and evidence of

smeared pine sap EVERYWHERE has left The Wanderer in

need of a fresh start on the New Year. He is planning some

interior painting. This will achieve a two fold effect in giving

him an aerobic activity while he stays indoors preparing for

spring. Now where shall he go to prepare for this project?

Better yet, maybe he could find someone to do it for him

freeing him up to amble the streets once more.

Photo by Louise Krafft

E MOUNT VERNON PAINT

Mount Vernon paint has been locally owned

since 1996 and many count on Bruce and

Victor’s 60 years of combined experience in

the painting business when it is time to

tackle home painting projects. Along with

great advice, they provide color matching

and consulting services and all the equip-

ment you need to do the job right!

6229 Richmond Hwy, 703.768.1975,

mtvernonpaint.benmoorepaints.com

F SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

Sherwin-Williams has been here in

Alexandria helping to “Cover the Earth”, or it

least this little corner of it, for over 10 years.

Visit their website for lots of handy ideas to

get motivated then head on over to visit

their store for everything you need to get

the job done.

4349 Duke Street, 703.751.7535, sherwin-

williams.com

D POTOMAC PAINT &

DESIGN CENTER

Potomack Paint and Design Center has been

family owned and operated in Alexandria

since 1992. Owner, William Thornton, is a

lifetime Alexandria resident and knows what

clients need for jobs from restoration to new

projects. From high quality paints and stains

to wallpaper, fabric and equipment they have

the products you need for a professional

finish. Trained professionals and design

consultants are also available in-store

everyday of the week!

3610-E King Street, Bradlee Center,

703.379.5800, potomacpaint.com

G RICHARD T. WINKLER, INC.

Richard T. Winkler has been working in

Alexandria since 1971. He believes that the

key to an exceptional paint job is in the

preparation. Meticulous scraping or stripping

and sanding followed by repair or restoration

of walls and trim. Finished with the highest

quality paints for a beautiful, long-lasting

result. Rich has a large staff that has been

with him for from five to 20 years, managed

by foreman that are as particular about their

work as he is. He also has trusted relation-

ships with expert craftsman that you may

need during your project. Free estimates and

excellent references are available.

600 Braxton Place, 703.836.4432,

richwinklerpainting.com

C OLD TOWN PAINT &

PLASTER, INC.

Andrew Wallace and his wife Usah are

celebrating 25 years of business ownership

in Alexandria this year.  Their business

specializes in expert wall, ceiling and plaster

crown repairs in historic homes as well as

interior and exterior carpentry, budget

remodeling and paint jobs both small and

large for all homes.  They are pleased to

have a staff of craftsman in the field and

Barbara Livingston in the office that have all

been with them for 10 years or more.

Their three step final inspection service

insures that every job meets your expecta-

tions for quality work.

1200-I North Henry Street, 703.683.0044,

oldtownpaint@verizon.net

1  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  January 13-19, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  January 13-19, 2011  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Don’t miss this family musical!

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street - 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

Reserve your tickets now!

January 15 - February 5, 2011

Entertainment

C
artoonist Nick Galifianakis, whose illustra-
tions accompany Carolyn Hax’s daily advice
column in The Washington Post Style sec-

tion (and 200 other newspapers across the country),
has created a special drawing for the Center for
Alexandria’s Children (CAC), a public-private part-
nership dedicated to eliminating child abuse in the
City of Alexandria.

Galifianakis presented the drawing to Lisa Collis,
wife of U. S. Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), and Lori
Morris, wife of Nigel Morris, Chairman of CAC’s
Board of Directors and co-founder of Capital One.

His drawing of a young boy erupting in gleeful
laughter while being carried on his father’s shoul-
der, is the first in a series of works by local artists to
be created for the Center for Alexandria’s Children.
The original work of art will be auctioned at its Os-
car Night Gala on Feb. 24.

Galifianakis’ Christmas illustration, which draws

Cartoonist Nick Galifianakis creates Christmas-themed
artwork for the Center for Alexandria’s Children.

Fine Arts

TUESDAY/JAN. 18
Tour the Torpedo Factory. 6 p.m. Slide show and lecture

at 7:30 p.m. by Harry (Rick) Moody, “The Best is Yet to Be:
Later Life Creativity.” Sponsored by the Friends of the
Torpedo Factory Art Center. At 105 N. Union St.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 27
Mixing Bowl. Examines Immigration and Diversity in

America. 16 artists were invited to submit work for
consideration addressing their personal views on
immigration and diversity in America today. Reception is
Jan. 13 from 6 to 8 p.m. Special programming includes a
free film night on Friday, Feb. 4, 7-9 p.m. Screening of the
film “Beyond Borders” with guest Simon Burrow, Executive
Producer. At The Target Gallery in the Torpedo Factory.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 30
Hot Pottery. Clay artists create toasty treats with their kilns

for the Kiln Club’s “Snuggling Up: Pots for Comfort Food”
show. At the Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Scope Gallery,
101 North Union Street, ground floor Studio 19,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-6288 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.htm

NOW THROUGH JAN. 30
Baby, It’s Cold Outside & Sock It To Winter:

Celebrating all things good and bad about winter. The all-
member show runs through Sunday, Jan. 30.  Check out
the best works and “sock it to winter” by donating a pair of
new socks to benefit the Carpenter’s Shelter. Join the Sock
Hop Saturday, Jan. 15 from 7-10 p.m., admission: donated
pair of new socks. www.TheDelRayArtisans.org  or
cspringer43@gmail.com.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 30
Gallery West Presents WOW! Works in wax, oil, and wire

by new member artists Susan Stayer, Caty Forden, Margret

Lindsey, and Sue Lindsey. Meet the artists at their reception
on Saturday, Jan. 15 from 5 to 7 p.m. Refreshments will be
included. At Gallery West, 1213 King Street, in Alexandria’s
Boutique District. www.gallery-west.com or 703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 2
Living Legends Portraits Exhibit. Opening reception is

Thursday, Jan. 13 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. This will be the
first time that photographs from all three Living Legends of
Alexandria project years are exhibited together. The
evening will be dedicated to the memory of Eula Miller,
who passed away this week after a long illness. At the Tyler
Gallery, Northern Virginia Community College, Beauregard
Street, Alexandria. Paid parking in the Beauregard Street
garage. For more information about the project, go to at
http://www.AlexandriaLegends.com or contact Tisara at
AlexandriaLivingLegends@ninatisara.com.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 6
Photographer Bruce Dale. MemberShow. Bruce Dale has

had more than 2,000 photographs published by National
Geographic.  In 1989 he was named White House
Photographer of the Year. At the Multiple Exposures
Gallery, 105 North Union Street, Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 7
Understory. Alison Sigethy’s Solo Artist Exhibit. Opening

reception with a performance by Karen Reedy Dance on
Thursday, Jan. 13 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Environmental artist
Alison Sigethy draws inspiration from the natural world
surrounding her. At the Art League Gallery.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 13
“Hot Tropics.” Free. Artists are inspired by warmth in

winter’s freeze. Jewelry, sculpture, clothing and wall pieces
are some items that will be exhibited. At the Potomac Fiber
Arts Gallery, Studio 18, Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
North Union Street, Old Town Alexandria.

Special Cartoon Created for CAC

Cartoon by
Nick
Galifianakis

its inspiration from Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol, is also featured on the CAC’s holiday card
signed by Senator Warner and Lisa Collis.
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1400 King St., Alexandria • 703-683-0333 • goldworksUSA.com

WHERE THE DESIGNS ARE

January
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Your imagination is my horizon

703-379-5800

3610 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

Experience Color as Complex & Alluring as Nature Itself...

The Preferred Architectural Coating
of Designers – Exclusively at

1 per customer with coupon. Expires 2/28/11

• Luxurious Handcrafted Color
• Environmentally Friendly Low VOC

FREE
• Sample Pint C2 LoVo
• In-store Color Consultation

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

See Entertainment,  Page 23

Entertainment

ONGOING
Children enter a world of fantasy and fables when

costumed interpreters weave three tales together during
Mount Vernon’s storytelling session, “Once Upon a Time at
Mount Vernon,” held every Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m.
and 3 p.m.  Storytelling sessions will take place in the
Hands-On History Room in the Donald W. Reynolds
Education Center.  “Working Together” is the theme for
January’s storytelling sessions. During the 20-minute
session, children learn Aesop’s fables and listen to stories
about George Washington’s life! The storytelling program
is recommended for children ages 3 to 8. Parental
supervision is required. “Once Upon at Time at Mount
Vernon” is included in regular Estate admission: adults,
$15; youth ages 6-11, $7; and children under 5 are
admitted free.

EVERY FRIDAY
Grown & Sexy Happy Hour and Comedy Show. 7 p.m.

to 2 a.m. Hosted by comedian Ed Blaze. Ladies free until 9
p.m. Men $10/$15. At Weyone Lounge, 5801 Duke St. #
E100, Alexandria, located in the back of Landmark Mall.
Call 202-321-0867.

JAN. 12 TO MARCH 16
Shakespeare Shenanigans!  Wednesdays 11:30-1 p.m. At

the Little Theatre of Alexandria in Old Town.  Geared for
the older adult, participants will discuss, read, and perform
scenes from Shakespeare.  Non actors welcome. Email
Heather Sanderson at bardsplay@aol.com or call the Little
Theatre at 703-683-5778, ext. 2.

THURSDAY/JAN. 13
Wintry Mix. 6 to 9 p.m. Free. Cool candy buffet, artist-made

snowflakes and an art-inspired modern dance performance
by Karen Reedy Dance. Juror’s talk by Amy Cavanaugh
Royce and Briony Evans Hynson from Honfleur Gallery at 7
p.m. At the Second Thursday Art Night, Torpedo Factory
art Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; call 703-838-4565

FRIDAY/JAN. 14
Union 206 Film Night: “Brazil.” 8 to 11 p.m. Free. Union

206 Studio presents a free showing of the film, “Brazil.” At
206 S. Union St., Alexandria. Visit http://
www.union206.com

“Oliver.” 8 p.m. Tickets are $25/person. Hosted by the
Bailey’s Crossroads Rotary Club. Proceeds will be donated
to Fisher House Foundation. At the Little Theater of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe Street, Alexandria.

SATURDAY/JAN. 15
Sock Hop. 7 to 10 p.m. Enjoy Rat Pack music and dance the

night away. Entry fee one pair of new socks. At the
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria. Contact Constance Springer Zabowski or
Celeste Zabowski at 703-407-6992  or
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org  or cspringer43@gmail.com.

American Balalaika Symphony in Concert. 8 p.m. Peter
Trofimenko and The American Balalaika Symphony present
Midwinter Music of Love, a musical exploration of love in
all its many variations, as presented by great composers
from around the world, including Arensky, Brahms, De
Senneville, Kabalevsky, von Weber, Hanley, Tabachnikov,
Petrov, Zubkov and more. Tickets are $20/advance; $25/
door; $15/seniors and students. At the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, NOVA
Community College, Alexandria Campus, 3001 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Visit www.ABSorchestra.org.

Steven Gellman in Concert. 8 to 10 p.m. At St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub, 2300 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-
739-9268.

Alexandria Coin Show. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Alexandria
Coin Club is sponsoring a Coin Show featuring 50 tables
with a wide variety of coins, currency and numismatic
collectibles. Prizes will be given to the first 500 people who
show up at the show. An instruction period is included for
those new to collecting. Additionally, there is a raffle for
Gold & Silver coins. At the Hampton Inn on the corner of
the Beltway and Rt. 1 (5821 Richmond Hwy.). Visit
www.members.cox.net/alexandriacoinclub.

Art League’s Patrons’ Show Tickets Go on Sale. 10
a.m. This is the Art League’s biggest fundraising event of
the year. Tickets are $175 each and the event features
between 500-600 works of original art donated by artists,
and the number of tickets sold matches the number of
works donated. On the evening of the Patrons’ Show
drawing, tickets are randomly drawn and when the name
of each ticket-holder is announced, they may select a work
of art that they wish to add to their collection. Tickets can
be purchased at The Art League Gallery, 105 North Union
Street, Alexandria.

Chantry a Cappella Choir. 7:30 p.m. The concert features
Epiphany-themed music by Victoria, Lassus, Handl,
Palestrina, Bach, Cornelius, Willan and Poulenc.  Tickets
$30 regular, $15 student. At St. Luke’s Episcopal Church,
8009 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Call 202-625-2855 (for
Chantry) or visit www.chantrydc.com.

Concert. 7 p.m. Free. In “Hamavdil,” Agudas Achim
Congregation’s band, Ein Lanu Z’man (We Have No Time)
will present a special concert celebrating the separation
between the Sabbath and the rest of the week.  The band,

featuring strings, piano, guitar, bass, percussion, vocals and
English Concertina, specializes in making Jewish music
from the distant past to the present fresh and inspiring. At
Agudas Achim Congregation, 2908 Valley Drive, Alexandria.
Contact Elisheva Dienstfrey at 703-998-6460.

Pinewood Derby Workshop. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Old Town
Hardware will be holding its third-annual Pinewood Derby
Workshop. Cub Scouts are invited to bring their Pinewood
Derby cars to the store to have craftsman Jesse Cathell
rough cut their designs. Scouts are required to have the car
design traced on their cars.

SUNDAY/JAN. 16
Card-Making Party. Noon to 4 p.m. Create one-of-a-kind,

hand-crafted greeting cards. At the Del Ray Artisans Gallery
at the Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount Vernon
Avenue, Alexandria. Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org  or
contact Theresa at tkulstad@verizon.net.

Martin Luther King Jr. VIC Choir Festival. 7 p.m. The
Mount Vernon High School Choir, led by Judi Belzer, and
the Walt Whitman Middle School Orchestra, led by Timothy
Gaffga, will be performing as part of the 16th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. – VIC Choir Festival. At Good
Shepherd Catholic Church, 8710 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Contact Judy Belzer at 703-619-3100 or
jabelzer@fcps.edu.

Bach Vespers. 6 p.m. These Vesper services are based on the
principles of “ancient-future” worship, which incorporates
the rites and elements that go back centuries if not
thousands of years – candles, incense, sung Scripture,
cantor-lead singing and recitation, and ancient hymns. At
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2701 Cameron Mills
Road, Alexandria. Visit  www.wpc-alex.org

Singer/songwriter Peter Mayer. 7 p.m. With special guest
Sterling Trio. Tickets are $18 general, $15 in advance at
FocusMusic.org. At Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria.

PTA Council Reflections Arts Festival. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
To showcase and recognize the artistic talent of ACPS
students and to congratulate the city-wide winners of the
2010-2011 PTA Reflections Art Program. At T.C. Williams
High School cafeteria, 3300 King Street, Alexandria.

MONDAY/JAN. 17
Free Tours. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. In honor of the birthdays of

Gen. Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee and his son, Gen.
Robert E. Lee, the Lee-Fendall House Museum and Garden
will be offering free tours.

TUESDAY/JAN. 18
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society. 1 p.m. The meeting

will feature a presentation entitled “The ‘www’ of German
Genealogy.”  The program will be presented by John T.
Humphrey, CG. At the Hollin Hall Senior Center, Room 112,
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.  Visit http://
www.MVGenealogy.org/.

Mount Vernon Lions Dinner. Social 6:30 p.m.; Dinner 7
p.m. The speaker will be Lion Brindisi Chan from District
22C about Lions activities. Held at Pema’s Restaurant. Call

Photo by Michael Bailey

Kelley McKinnon and Dennis Henry in
“Measure for Measure.”

THURSDAY/JAN. 20
“Measure for Measure.” 7:30 p.m. Free. Performed by the

American Shakespeare Center. At Pendleton Hall, Episcopal
High School, 3900 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org or call 703-933-4135.
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Winter Revitalizing Spa Package $150.00

PAMPER
YOUR SKIN

Exfoliating & hydrating facial treatment
Exfoliating & hydrating body treatment
Massaging Shampoo & Blow Dry

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
   Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
             Coq au vin • Cassoulet
                 Chef Specials • Venison

Old Town

Join us for Valentine’s Day!
3 seatings • Call for reservations

From Page 22

Entertainment

Andrew Corsillo at 703-960-4973.
Auditions. 6:45 p.m. The Alexandria Singers, the area’s

premier pops chorus, are holding auditions for all voice
parts. At the Lincolnia Center, 4710 N Chambliss St.,
Alexandria.  Email audition@alexandriasingers.com to
arrange an audition, and visit alexandriasingers.com or call
703-941-SING (7464).

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 19
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $10. With the

band, Atomic Swing Club. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South
Pickett Street, Alexandria.

Square Dance Lessons. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Free. From the
Boomerangs Square Dance Teaching Council. At Lincolnia
Center, 4710 North Chambliss St., Alexandria. Call Nancy
at 703-573-8378.

Most Loved Antique Toys. 9:30 a.m. Mount Vernon
Antique Arts Association will host “Most Loved Antique
Toys” by Marvel Luykx. At Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Reservations required. Call
703-765-4573.

Concert. 6 p.m. Admission is $5. Tizmoret, the Jewish a
cappella group from Queens College Hillel in New York,
will be presenting a concert. Tizmoret will be performing
classic Jewish melodies, American pop music and
contemporary Israeli tunes. At Agudas Achim Congregation,
2908 Valley Drive, Alexandria.  Contact Elisheva Dienstfrey
at 703-998-6460.

THURSDAY/JAN. 20
Floral Designs for Entertaining. 10 a.m. Free.

Presentation by Marianne Raub, of Helen Olivia Florist,
Alexandria, on creating floral designs for entertaining in
your home. Sponsored by the Garden Club of Waynewood.
Fellowship Hall of Plymouth Haven Baptist Church, 8523
Forth Hunt Road, Alexandria.  Call 703-549-4245.

FRIDAY/JAN. 21
Swing Dance. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Third Friday with the Mount

Vernon Swing Band. At Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Mount Vernon. Cost is $4. Call 703-765-
4573.

JAN. 21 TO JAN. 30
Alexandria Restaurant Week. 60 restaurants offer a $35

prix-fixe three-course dinner or a $35 dinner for two. The
event features fresh food trends, neighborhood finds, and
OpenTable Diner’s Choice Winners. Participating
restaurants include Bastille, La Bergerie, Cheesetique,
Pizzeria Paradiso, Tempo, A la Lucia, Columbia Firehouse,
Hank’s Oyster Bar, Delia’s Mediterranean Grill & Brick Oven
Pizza and more.  703-746-3301. Menus and online
reservations on VisitAlexandriaVA.com

SATURDAY/JAN. 22
Speak Up for a Child. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Fairfax Court

Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) is hosting an
information session. At the John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria. If you would like to learn more
about advocating for abused or neglected children, call
703-273-3526, x22 or email ekosarin@casafairfax.org.

Youth Art Symposium. 2 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Explore
different forms of visual and performing arts including
dancing, stepping, drama, drawing, painting and candy
making.   Presented by - The Northern Virginia Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. At the Charles
Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe Street, Alexandria.

Contact Celena Noel at celenanoel@gmail.com
Pinewood Derby Workshop. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Old Town

Hardware will be holding its third-annual Pinewood Derby
Workshop. Cub Scouts are invited to bring their Pinewood
Derby cars to the store to have craftsman Jesse Cathell
rough cut their designs. Scouts are required to have the car
design traced on their cars.

JAN. 23 TO MARCH 27
Brit Wit!  Sundays 5-7 p.m. At the Little Theatre of

Alexandria in Old Town.  Fans of British humor with a
longing to perform the Dead Parrot sketch from Monty
Python’s Flying Circus will explore the unique style of
British comedy in this class which is bound to tickle your
fancy! Class size is limited to 12 and will conclude with an
end session performance for family and friends.  To
register, call the business office at 703-683-5778, ext. 2.

TUESDAY/JAN. 25
Fiber Artist Lecture. 12:30 p.m. Free. Northern Virginia’s

Diane Herbort will visit Mount Vernon Quilters Unlimited
to present a lecture entitled “And Somehow I Ended up as a
Fiber Artist.” MVQU meets at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Contact:
MVQUPresident@gmail.com.

“Oliver” Benefit Performance. 8 p.m. Sponsored by the
Board of Lady Managers of Inova Alexandria Hospital, with
proceeds to benefit the hospital’s Surgical Services. Tickets
are $25, $45, and $65 and include Desserts at intermission.
At the Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-9485.

Computer Lab Open House. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Meet class
instructors including our “One-on-One” Volunteer, learn
about the class curriculum, find out about upcoming
classes, check out the web page and FaceBook page! At
Hollin Hall Senior Center,1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria.  Call 703-765-4573.

Auditions. 6:45 p.m. The Alexandria Singers, the area’s
premier pops chorus, are holding auditions for all voice
parts. At the Lincolnia Center, 4710 N Chambliss St.,
Alexandria.  Email audition@alexandriasingers.com to
arrange an audition, and visit alexandriasingers.com or call
703-941-SING (7464).

THURSDAY/JAN. 27
Nutrition Talk. 6 to 8 p.m. With health expert Trish Fortune,

the founder and president of Extraordinary You. At The Full
Cup, 218 N. Lee St. #206, Alexandria. Space is limited.
RSVP to lindsey@thefullcup.com.

Pope-Leighey House Lecture Series. 7 to 9 p.m. “William
Thornton and the Creation of the American Architecture.”
This talk will examine the designs of Dr. William Thornton
(1759-1828) and some of the themes in his architecture,
along with a comparison to the work of Frank Lloyd Wright
and the Pope-Leighey House. Admission is $25. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street, Alexandria.
Respond to 703-780-4000 extension 26321 or
woodlawnRSVP@nthp.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 29
Civil War Ball. 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. Cost is $45/advance; $50/

door. Period attire either in civilian or military. Civil War-
era dance classes will be offered at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Thursdays, Jan. 13, 20,
and 27. Dance instruction will include the waltz, polka,
Virginia reel, and more!  Classes are $12 each or $30 for
the series. Call 703-838-4242. Online tickets are available
under “Shop” at www.gadsbystavern.org. At Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street, Old Town.

SUNDAY/JAN. 16
Singer/songwriter Peter Mayer. 7 p.m. With special guest Sterling Trio. Tickets are $18 general, $15 in advance at

FocusMusic.org. At Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.

Peter Mayer Sterling Trio
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Legal Notices

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 26, 2011 begining at 7:30 PM in Council 
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the following appli-
cations:

CASE BAR2011-0002
Demolition/encapsulation at 927 Oronoco St, zoned 
RB Residential. 
APPLICANT: Michael Bergner by Stephen Kulin-
ski, AIA

CASE BAR2011-0005
Alterations and rear addition at 927 Oronoco St,
zoned RB Residential. 
APPLICANT: Michael Bergner by Stephen Kulin-
ski, AIA

CASE BAR2011-00003
Alterations to previously approved plans at 219 N 
West St, zoned RB Residential. 
APPLICANT: Wanda Carter

CASE BAR2011-0004
Request for trash enclosure screening at 1400 Prin-
cess St, zoned RB Residential. 
APPLICANT: Alexandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority 

CASE BAR2011-0011
Request for new construction of 21 townhouse units 
(17 single-family and 4 triplexes), 3 multi-family 
buildings and park, and waiver of rooftop screening 
requirement for Phase IV of the James Bland Rede-
velopment Project at 898 North Alfred St, zoned 
CDD #16 
APPLICANT: Alexandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority by Kenneth Wire (McGuire 
Woods)

CASE BAR2011-0001
Request for change to previously approved plans for 
windows at Phase I of James Bland Redevelopment 
at 808 Madison St, zoned CDD #16 

APPLICANT: James Bland Housing I LP by Ken-
neth Wire (McGuire Woods)

Information about the above item(s) may be obtained 
from the Department of Planning and Zoning, City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666.

ABC LICENSE
Fraternal Order of Eagles, Inc trading as Alva 
Aerie No. 871, 1015 Cameron St, Alexandria, 

VA 22314. The above establishment is applying 
to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a wine 
and beer on and off premises license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic beverages. 
Peter C. Wintermute, trustee

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been received for 
administrative review and approval.

The Director of Planning and Zoning may 
approve the permits unless a request that the 
application be forwarded to City Council is 
received by February 4, 2011.

For information about this application or to 
comment, visit the City’s website at 
alexandriava.gov or call (703) 746-4666.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2011-0003

ADDRESS: 123 NORTH WASHINGTON 
STREET

REQUEST TO OPERATE A MASSAGE 
ESTABLISHMENT WITH AN EXISTING HAIR 
SALON AND SPA; ZONED CD/COMMERCIAL 
DOWNTOWN

APPLICANT: ELLEN VLASAK

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of 

the code of the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department located at 2003 

Mill Road, Alexandria, VA 22314 is now in 
possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other 
items. All persons having valid claim to the 

property should file a claim to the property with 
reasonable proof of ownership or the items will 

be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a 
complete listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the 
Police Property Unit at (703) 838-4709.

Legal Notices

News

From Page 1

Conflict of Interest?
don’t report such payments, al-

though they will be forced to in
2013 as part of the Physician Pay-
ments Sunshine Act.

“If patients think there’s a con-
flict of interests, then there is a
conflict of interest,” said Del.
Patrick Hope (D-47), who is also
a lobbyist for the American Col-
lege of Cardiology. “This is a diffi-
cult subject, and the best way to
address this is to get all the infor-
mation out there and let the pa-
tients decide for themselves the
same way that elected officials
have to disclose who gave us
money.”

ALEXANDRIA DOCTORS inter-
viewed for this story say they are
not influenced by money from the
pharmaceutical industry. They
way they look at it, giving
speeches to their colleagues is a
great way to exchange information
with their colleagues and the phar-
maceutical industry. Besides, they

say, patients pay doctors for the
time spent on the clock. Why
shouldn’t pharmaceutical compa-
nies?

“The criticism of this is more
political than realistic,” said Dr.
Soren Caffey, an internist and on-
cologist who received $1,500 from
GlaxoSmithKline in 2009 for a
speaking engagement. “It’s never
had any influence in the way I
treat my patients.”

Whistleblower lawsuits filed in
recent years have accused firms of
using doctors to push pills for un-
approved uses during dinnertime
talks, prompting at least 10 firms
to settle cases for nearly $7 billion
in the last three years.

Since that time, pharmaceutical
companies have tightened control
over what happens during presen-
tations given on their dime. Last
year, for example,
GlaxoSmithKline instituted a new
policy prohibiting doctors from
using their own slides during pre-
sentations. Starting in 2010, all

doctors giving speeches sponsored
by GlaxoSmithKline must use
slides presented by the pharma-
ceutical company in the order
specified.

“We want to make sure that ev-
erything is correct,” said Mary
Anne Rhyne, a spokeswoman for
GlaxoSmithKline. “The best way to
do that is to have our team pre-
pare the slide.”

SEVERAL ALEXANDRIA doc-
tors also hold academic positions
in medical schools, which have
come under increasing pressure to
tighten control of faculty members
taking money from Big Pharma.
Stanford University, for example,
has banned its faculty members
from receiving giving paid promo-
tional talks for pharmaceutical
companies. Other schools, such as
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity take a more nuanced ap-
proach.

“Our policy is an attempt to
thread the needle,” said Jerome
Strauss, dean of the Virginia Com-
monwealth University School of
Medicine. “We want our faculty
members to be able to give their
advice without becoming sales
representatives for the pharma-
ceutical industry.”

Strauss says the key is disclo-
sure. Faculty members at the VCU
School of Medicine are required to
obtain permission from the dean
in advance of any speech, consult-
ing job or expert-led forum and get
permission in advance. Other
medical schools in the area say
they require disclosure, although
the rules can be limited. Howard
University of Medicine, for ex-
ample, requires faculty members
who are part of their practice plan
to disclose financial transactions

with pharmaceutical companies.
But that rule doesn’t apply to doc-
tors outside of the practice plan
that are listed as Howard profes-
sors by the Virginia Board of Edu-
cation.

“We are currently in the process
of revising our policy,” said
Meredith Harrison, chief compli-
ance officer at Howard University
Hospital. “We want to stay current
with the standards of the (Asso-
ciation of American Medical Col-
leges).”

RECENT YEARS HAVE seen a
growing concern about the influ-
ence of Big Pharma. Back in 2008,
the Association of American Medi-
cal Colleges urged its members to
adopt an “influence-free” culture
by prohibiting drug industry gifts
and services to physicians, faculty,
residents and students. In a series
of recommendations since that
time, the association encouraged
its members to “strongly discour-
age” participation by faculty in
industry-sponsored speaking en-
gagements. The association cites
mounting scientific evidence indi-
cating that gifts, favors and other
marketing activities prejudice in-
dependent judgment in uncon-
scious ways.

“In the last few years, there has
been growing attention to inter-
actions between industry sources
and physicians,” said Heather
Pierce, senior director for science
policy and regulatory counsel. “It’s
an opportunity for the medical
profession to look at itself and
make sure that its practices are in
the best interest of the patients.”

The Alexandria Gazette Packet
attempted to contact all of the Al-
exandria doctors who appear on
the ProPublica database — most

of whom did not return phone
calls.

The ones who did defended the
practice as a legitimate way for
doctors to interact with the phar-
maceutical industry. Dr. Marvin
Chadab, a dermatologist who says
he attends one or two industry-
sponsored events a year, says the
events are sometimes a way for
him to tell pharmaceutical compa-
nies that their products are over-
priced. “We’re not talking about a
week in the Bahamas here,” said
Chadab. “It’s a way for them to
pick your brain and find out why
you prescribe one drug over an-
other.”

THE INFORMATION isn’t with-
out problems, especially because
some of the drug companies mak-
ing disclosures are made
volunarily and without any rules
governing how the information is
presented. That means some dis-
parities creep into the data.

For example, Dr. Mark McClellen
is listed as an Alexandria doctor
even though he is not licensed
with the Virginia Board of Medi-
cine. A spokeswoman for
GlaxoSmithKline said he is a doc-
tor in the District of Columbia and
the drug company listed him as an
Alexandria doctor because that’s
where he lives.

Additionally, Dr. Divyang Trivedi
says he hasn’t participated in a
speaking engagement sponsored
by a pharmaceutical company for
many years.

He said that that one of his em-
ployees may have used his name
to receive compensation because
he is the head of the practice and
that he has approached the drug
company about altering its disclo-
sure.

Dollars for Docs
DOCTOR COMPANY AMOUNT SERVICE
Dr. John Cochran GSK and Eli Lilly $35,375 professional education programs (Eli Lilly): $33,625

speaking (GSK): $1,750
Dr. Mark McClellan GSK $17,500 speaking
Dr. Haideh Sabet Pfizer and Eli Lilly $14,124 professional education programs (Eli Lilly): $12,616

Expert-Led Forums (Pfizer): $1,000
Meals (Pfizer): $66
Travel Expenses (Eli Lilly): $8

Dr. Howard Lando AstraZeneca $9,800 speaking
Dr. Stuart Stark GSK $6,310 speaking
Dr. Mahan Chehrenama GSK $4,300 speaking
Dr. Abraham Cherrick J&J $1,453 speaking: $750

travel: $433
meals: $270

Dr. Soren Caffey GSK $1,500 speaking
Dr. Ramon Eduardo Mendez Pfizer $1,468 Expert-Led Forums: $1000

Business Related Travel: $385
Meals: $83

Dr. Yousef Hussien Salem Pfizer $1,000 Expert-Led Forums
Dr. Richard Ashby AstraZeneca $900 speaking
Dr. Marvin Chadab J&J $472 consulting fees: $350

meals: $122
Dr. Divyang Trivedi GSK $100 speaking

SOURCE: 2009 and 2010 data from ProPublica
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER
Consulting firm seeking PT account-
ant/Bookkeeper. Must have 3 years 
exp. handling AP/AR, and bank rec, 
produce monthly fins, and YE. Must 
be proficient in Quick Books and 
Excel. 10 to 15 hrs/wk. Currently 
in Tysons,will relo to OT Alex next 
12 months. $25 to $30/hr. Send
re-
sume to info@revparintl.com.

ASSIST WITH SURVEY
Assist with Survey and Earn $$! Volunteers 
sought to participate in a 1 1⁄2 hr food study.
Earn $45 cash. Held at Northern VA Com-
munity College-Alexandria on Sat, Jan 15th 
and Sun, Jan 16th. Several session times 
available. Email: fiberstudy@udel.edu to sign 
up or for more info. Conducted by the Uni-
versity of Delaware’s Experimental Econ Lab.

English/Spanish RECEPTIONIST
F/T entry level position to include light data 
entry.  Must have good interpersonal skills 
and excellent phone manners.  No exp nec.  
Hrs: 10am-6:30pm.  Plse call: 703-370-5790

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Fast growing international group is 
seeking an individual to manage their 
Alexandria,   VA     office    and     pro-
vide  administrative and secretarial sup-
port to its Senior Officers. The applicant 
should have a college degree or 3 – 5 
years of administrative experience sup-
porting Executive Management. The ap-
plicant should be computer literate and 
have excellent interpersonal and com-
munications skills, both verbal and writ-
ten. This position will offer a competitive  
compensation   package,  based  on ex-
perience. We offer excellent benefits in-
cluding health and dental insurance, 
paid holidays,  and  a Simple IRA  plan.

Please email your resume with 
salary history and requirements to

jgale@amsgroup.net

Home Instead Senior Care

Home Instead Senior Care is the world's most 
trusted source of non-medical home care. We 
are currently hiring for two office positions:

Immediate Live-in for
VA State Licensed CNA 

in the Springfield/FFX/Alex area  

Must drive and have own insured vehicle. 
Salary, medical benefits, 401k and vacation 
bonus.  If you do not drive but are a VA State 
Licensed CAN available for Live-in please 
call Amy Reynolds at 703-750-6644.

Learn a Trade at 
Mount Vernon

Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff to 
work as Historic Trades Interpreters at 
George Washington’s Gristmill, Distillery,  
Pioneer Farm &  Blacksmith  Shop. Help 
tell the story of George Washington the
en-
trepreneur.  Prior interpretive experience 
preferred. Please contact Steve Bashore, 
Manager   of   Historic  Trades  at  

703-799-6805 or by 
e-mail: sbashore@mountvernon.org 

P/T ADMIN ASSIS’T
Need Part-time Office Admin Asst for 
small company in Alexandria work-
ing 20-25 hours per week. Compen-
sation is hourly and commensurate 
on experience. Please email cover 

letter and resume to 
HR@airprojects.net
www.AirProjects.net

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

People

On Dec.14, Tabitha
Matthews and her daughter
Nia accompanied Giselle
Pelaez of the Center for
Alexandria’s Children to
the Payless Shoe Store in
the Landmark Shopping
Center. Payless Shoe Stores
has provided the CAC with
certificates for shoes for 75
children. Nia selected a
pair of silver dress shoes.
Pictured is Nia with her
new shoes, her mother
Tabitha Matthews, Giselle
Pelaez and Payless Shoe
Store manager Maqsood
Ahmad.

Holiday Spirit
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In Concert
Blessed Sacrament School’s Kindergarten through third-graders put on
their annual Christmas Concert featuring “The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas.”

Peace Quilters from Peace Lutheran Church in Alexandria drop off hand-
made quilts to the men and women residing at Baileys Crossroads in
Falls Church.

Hand-made Quilts
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

CLARIDGE HOUSE II

301 N. Ripley St., Alexandria VA 22304

Tel: 703-823-5444

Claridge House Waiting List opens on January 10, 2011.

Claridge House is an Elderly subsidized

Section 8 apartment for 62 years old and

over and a limited number of apartments

for persons with disabilities.

Notice to Father
To: “Unknown Father” and to all interested persons: You are 
hereby notified that a guardianship case has been filed in the 
Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Case No. 15746A. All 
persons who believe themselves to be parents of a male child 
born on November 18, 2010 in Rockville, Maryland to Malaika 
Olivia Agwa (born June 24, 1989) and to “Unknown Father” 
(name and date of birth unknown), shall file a written 
response. A copy of the show cause order may be obtained 
from the clerk’s office at the Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County, Maryland, 50 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 
20850 and telephone number: 240-777-9422. If you do not file 
a written objection within 30 days from the later of (A) the date 
that this Notice is published in a newspaper or (B) the last day 
that this Notice is published on the Maryland Department of 
Human Resources website, you will have agreed to the perma-
nent loss of your parental rights to this child.

OBITUARY
Kathryn Lewis Allen of Alexandria, VA died on Thursday, Jan-
uary 6, 2011. She is predeceased by her father James R. Al-
len, General, US Air Force (Retired). She is survived by her 
mother Kitty Allen, one brother Jeffrey R. Allen and his wife 
Cindy, nieces Emily Cristoforo, Elizabeth and Richard Allen, 
three cousins Cristine Lewis, Roddy and Chris Frantz. A me-
morial service will be held on Saturday, February 5th at 
2:00pm at The National Presbyterian Church, 4101 Nebraska 
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016. In lieu of flowers contri-
butions may be made to Evercare Hospice, 8245 Boone Blvd, 
Vienna, VA 22182

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

WANTED: AFFORDABLE 
USED SADDLE. 

to fit Percheron, wide, extra-
wide or draft tree, 18 inch seat 

(17-20 ok) all purpose or 
dressage, synthetic or leather 

is fine. 301-996-5084

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

110 Elderly Care

CAREGIVER
Affordable, reliable care 

for your loved one. In 
their own home, day or 

night, 17 yr s exp,  
owntransportation. 
Refs upon request

Sonia 703-798-3038

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6.........Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.........Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2...............Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...............Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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People

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he presents were overflowing under the
Christmas tree in the lobby of St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes Middle School last month,

thanks to the efforts of history teacher Karen Ruberg
and members of the girls soccer team that she
coaches.

“I’m a neighbor of Willie’s and knew about this
drive so last year I decided to get some students in-
volved,” said Ruberg of Capt. Willie Bailey’s
Firefighters and Friends annual toy drive. “This year
the kids really came through and collected more than
175 toys in less than a week.”

Bailey, a Del Ray resident and graduate of T.C.
Williams High School, began the drive 13 years ago
in an effort to help some of the neediest families he
saw while out on calls as a firefighter along the Route

1 corridor.
“We helped about 50 kids that year,” said Bailey.

“This year we will be able to provide Christmas gifts
for more than 3,000 kids in Alexandria and Fairfax
County.”

Bailey let Ruberg know about an increased need
for toys for older kids and she passed that on to her
students.

“The kids had fun picking out toys for kids their
own age,” Ruberg said. “It helped for them to focus
on older kids and they especially liked the idea of
donating sporting goods to other teens.”

Ruberg’s students, joined by boys from Mr.
Gillispie’s band class, were on hand Monday after-
noon to help Bailey load the collected toys into the
waiting fire department vehicles.

“This is amazing,” Bailey said. “We don’t have any
other schools doing what they did here. This is a
very special group of kids.”

Students from St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Middle School display toys collected for the
Firefighters and Friends annual toy drive. The drive was started 13 years ago by Capt.
Willie Bailey, top right, and now serves more than 3,000 children in Alexandria and
Fairfax County.

Santa’s Helpers
SSSA students collect
toys for Firefighters
and Friends annual drive.

Learning
about Helping
Blessed Sacrament
School seventh-graders
took field trips to ALIVE
Child Development
Center, Christ House and
the Carpenter’s Shelter.
The students learned
how each of these orga-
nizations help people in
need in Alexandria. At
ALIVE, they brought the
preschool children
Christmas presents and
decorated Christ House
to bring some holiday
cheer.
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Road Trip
‘Mango’ Mike Anderson served up his award-winning
Pork Barrel BBQ to 250 tailgaters from the West Point
class of 1986 at the Army-Navy football game in
Philadelphia Dec. 11. Anderson and his wife Donna,
left, enjoyed the pre-game festivities with ’86 West
Point graduate Kurt Gutierrez and Marci Anderson of
the Alexandria Economic Development Partnership.
The Midshipmen beat the Black Knights 31-17 and
tailgating plans are already underway for next year’s
game, which will be held for the first time in Wash-
ington, D.C. at Fed Ex Field on Dec. 10, 2011.
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Send announcements to the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

On Saturday, Jan. 22, at 2 p.m. in
the George Washington Middle
School Auditorium there will be a
Celebration of Life for Dr. Michael
Vitez. Everyone is invited. Students
must be accompanied by parents.

After the celebration, there will be a
reception in the media center.  To con-
tribute finger foods (e.g., desserts, nuts,
tea sandwiches, water/juice, napkins
and cups, etc.), contact Dorothy
McKenzie (dmckenzi@acps.k12.va.us)
or Georgeann Coote
(gcoote@acps.k12.va.us)to provide
name, phone number, and what to con-
tribute to the reception following the
memorial service.

Ethan Hertzberg of Alexandria
has been named to the Dean’s List at
DePaul University for the 2010 Fall
quarter.

Local students performed with the
Marching Royal Dukes of James Madi-
son University in the 25th annual
London New Year’s Day Parade on the
band’s Dec. 27-Jan. 4 European tour:
Margaret Lynn Amos, Marinos
Richardos Droussiotis, Allen Scott
Frazier, Elizabeth Dickens
Harrell, Peter William Halverson
Kosanovich, Penelope Jane Mills
Norton and Kevin Steven O’Brien.

Cadet Anastasia Voellm, the
daughter of Frederick and Catalina
Voellm of Alexandria, was inducted into
the National Honor Society and the Na-
tional English Honor Society at
Randolph-Macon Academy on Nov. 6.
Anastasia was also awarded an Eagle

Scholars Scholarship and the Class of
1956 Scholarship. Anastasia is a sopho-
more at the Academy.

Alison Brody of Alexandria, a se-
nior Entrepreneurial Studies major, has
been named to the dean’s list for the
spring 2010 semester in the College of
Business Administration at Rider Uni-
versity.

Brittany R Hill, a resident of Alex-
andria, received a bachelor of science
degree in psychology from Fairfield
University in Fairfield, Conn., on May
23.

Matthew Chandler; Rebecca
Green; Austin Toner; Matthew
Argao; Shazad Hussain, and Eva
Baker of Alexandria residents were re-
cently named to the Dean’s list at the
College of William and Mary for the
spring 2010 semester.

Danielle Anne Thorne, a resident
of Alexandria, was awarded Dean’s list
honors for academic achievement dur-
ing the spring 2010 semester at St.
Mary’s College of Maryland.

Faraz Salma, a resident of Alexan-
dria, has been named to the Spring 2010
Dean’s list at Roger Williams University.

Amr Ahmed of Alexandria received
a juris doctor degree from the
Quinnipiac University School of Law on
May 9, 2010.

Junior Megan Knetemann of Alex-
andria qualified for the Honor Roll at
Santa Catalina School in Monterey, Ca-
lif.

Kathryn Margaret Funkhouser,
and Felipe Gomez-Acebo of Alexan-
dria have been placed on the Dean’s list
for the Spring 2010 semester at Drew
University.

School Notes
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By Jamie Aylor

Therapeutic Recreation Specialist

O
n Dec. 20, the Therapeutic Rec-
reation program hosted its sec-
ond Winter Wonderland event for

program participants and the children of the
Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center. During the
event, the children were engaged in a vari-
ety of holiday arts and crafts activities,
music and movement, and cooking activi-
ties.

The children of the Therapeutic Recre-
ation program also visited the offices at the

Lee Center dressed in
Santa hats and carrying
jingle bells to serenade
all of the administrative
staff before the holidays.

The Director of the Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural Activities James
Spengler was excited to see the children
perform and also joined in the fun. As a
surprise for the children and adult partici-
pants, we all received an early visit from
Santa.

Santa came to town bearing gifts, sing-
ing songs and promoting good health. Santa
captured the program participants’ atten-

tion for hours. He started off with a light
cardio warm up, boxing stances, and dem-
onstrated a variety of boxing fundamentals.
The children practiced one-two combina-
tions and Santa also showed them how to
bob and weave. The adult participants were
very excited to spar with Santa hoping to
get a knock out. They really gave Santa a
run for his money. On the other hand the
children were curious to find out who Santa
really was.

We didn’t tell the children in hopes of
keeping the magic of Christmas alive, but
we will let you in on the secret. Our mys-
tery Santa is not from the North Pole but
from Alexandria.

He has lived in Alexandria for most of his
life and is an employee of the City of Alex-
andria Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities. Tony “Da Beast” Suggs
jumped at the opportunity to give back to
his community one more time before the
New Year. He won the Golden Gloves for
Outstanding Fighter and was also inducted
into the Potomac Valley Armature Boxing
Hall of Fame. As a professional boxer, Da
Beast’s record speaks for itself: 22 wins, 6
losses, 1 draw, and 20 KO.

Our Winter Wonderland program was

truly about giving back to the community,
promoting physical fitness, and getting
ready for the New Year. From boxing to
kickboxing, everyone had the opportunity
to knock out Santa!

If you would like to volunteer in the New
Year, please contact the Therapeutic Recre-
ation office at 703-746-5424. Come out and

TR Knocks Out Santa
Recreation

Santa visits with youngsters at the Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center.
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Therapeutic

Recreation

leave with a KO by making a difference in
2011!

Jackie Person, Director of Therapeutic
Recreation, says, and I quote, “Our constant
goal is to create long lasting partnerships
within our community and local schools, so
we can help make the place in which our
participants learn stronger every day.”
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Sports

TC Boys Remain
Undefeated

The T.C. Williams boys basketball team defeated
South County 74-63 on Jan. 10, improving the Ti-
tans’ record to 9-0, including 5-0 in the Patriot Dis-

trict. TC defeated Lake Braddock 63-57
on Jan. 7. After the Titans defeated
Chantilly on Jan. 4, head coach Julian
King said TC is still flying under the ra-
dar. “As always, beginning of the season,

no on respects us,” King said. “I keep saying this over
and over: nobody gives us any credit for the history.”

The Titans will host Lee at 7:45 p.m. on Jan. 13.

TC Girls Lose
To South County

The T.C. Williams girls basketball team lost to South
County 60-58 on Jan. 10, dropping the Titans’ record
to 7-6. The loss comes after back-to-back wins against
Chantilly (55-49 on Jan. 4) and Lake Braddock (61-
40 on Jan. 7).

The Titans will travel to face Lee on Jan. 13.

TJ Swim and Dive
Competes Against
McLean

The Thomas Jefferson boys swim and dive team
came away victorious, and the girls lost by 5 points
as the squads took on McLean High School on Fri-
day.

The boys team now stands at 4-1, and the girls 3-
2. First-place finishers included: the boys 200 med-
ley relay team of Evan McMurray (Alexandria), Reese
Frerichs (Alexandria), Stephen Seliskar,  Miles
Oakley, Katie Bennett in the 200 IM & 100 back, Jon
Spitz in the 50 free, Emily Saitta in diving, McMurray
in the 100 back, Brianna Kim in the 100 fly, Seliskar
in the 100 free, and the boys 200 free relay of Alex
Li, Nathan Hughes, Jack  Borsi, and Spitz.

Also, the boys 200 medley, Stephen Seliskar (200

IM & 100 free), and Katie Bennett (100 back) whose
swims qualified for the regional meet.

TJ will compete against Stone Bridge High School
on Jan. 14 at Claude Moore Recreation Center.

SSSAS Swim
And Dive Wins

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes swim and dive teams
each defeated Wilson on Jan. 6, the boys winning by
the score of 116-54 and the girls winning by the score
of 86-82. Cabell Perrot won the 200 freestyle and
the 100 butterfly for SSSAS. Conor MacNair won the
200IM and 100 breaststroke, Ryan Gillooly won the
50 freestyle, Ian Shackley won the 500 freestyle and
Ferrel Atkins won the 100 backstroke. All three re-
lays captured first place.

Shackley, MacNair, Kyle Draim and Joe Lindsay
comprised the medley relay, MacNair, Atkins, Gillooly
and Perrot comprised the 200 free relay and Atkins,
Lindsay, Gillooly and Perrot comprised the 400 free
relay. SSSAS girls individual winners were: Caroline
Blair (500 freestyle) and Rachel Movius (100
breastroke). The 200 freestyle relay team of Lizzie
Beane, Gabby Richichi, Natalie Revers and Alison
Lindsay captured first place.

Bishop Ireton Boys
Loses Third Straight

The Bishop Ireton boys basketball team lost to Flint
Hill 69-62, dropping its record to 8-6. The loss was
Ireton’s third straight after winning four consecutive.

The Cardinals will travel to face O’Connell on Jan.
14.

TC Swim and
Dive Falls to SC

The South County swim and dive team defeated
T.C. Williams 202-111 on Jan. 7. The Titans will face
West Potomac on Jan. 14.

Tyler Driver, seen earlier this season,
and the T.C. Williams boys basketball
team defeated South County on Jan. 10
to remain undefeated.

Jasmine Norman and the T.C. Williams
girls basketball team lost to South
County on Jan. 10.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just Outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

8 A.M. – Holy Eucharist – no music
All Education programs – 9:00 A.M.
10:15 A.M. – Holy Eucharist – music

St. James’
Episcopal Church

By McKenya

Dilworth-Abdalla

Acting Center Director

Nannie J. Lee Memorial

Recreation Center

T
he Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural
Activities is gearing up to

celebrate the life and legacy of the
late great Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Each year, we design programs
that engage youth in interactive
ways. We realize that in age of
advanced technology that the ac-

cess to information is
great, but is there
enough diligence paid
to what our young

people are really comprehending.
What do they take away from the
information provided? What do
they know of Dr. King’s legacy and
the Civil Rights Movement?

In an earnest effort to provide
answers to those questions, a fo-
rum was created to provide infor-
mation and activities surrounding
the life and legacy of King on the
King Holiday. The Martin Luther
King Youth Summit is an annual
event that begins this year with the
intent of sharing his life and also
giving youth a chance to embrace
ideals such as service to one’s com-
munity, as King did. The theme
this year is twofold: Using the arts
to promote social change and Dr.
King’s quote, “The time is always
right to do what is right.”

It is only right for us to provide
opportunities for youth to discuss,
interact and create art that pro-
motes many of the issues that Dr.
King supported. Admission to the
event is $1 and transportation is
provided from recreation centers
and participating school sites to
the Lee Center located at 1108
Jefferson Street in Old Town from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Below are brief
descriptions of the workshops
planned for the 1st Annual MLK
Youth Summit. Lunch is provided.

MLK DOCUMENTARY
The intent of this project is to

highlight exactly what youth know
and carry about MLK today. We
hope to share the life of Martin
Luther King in a way that will
leave an impression on them that
could possibility inspire them to
become young leaders, as MLK,
was himself. The workshop is led
by filmmaker John Wayne

Stevenson, II of
L o n d y n t i m e s
P r o d u c t i o n s
based in Hous-
ton, Texas. Duke
Ellington School
of the Arts’ Liter-
ary Media and

Communications Department is
also participating, where Mark
Williams is chair and Kelli Ander-
son is an instructor.

FASHION ON PURPOSE
This workshop is designed to use

fashion favorites to promote social
change and raise awareness of
youth in need. T-shirts are created
in this workshop with unique slo-
gans that promote tolerance,
peace and well-being. A fashion
show is presented towards the end
of the summit showcasing the cre-
ations and clothing of the Civil
Rights Era. This workshop is led
by Tony Biggs, a recreation pro-
fessional with the department.

FOOD FOR OTHERS
This workshop is designed to

make cupcakes that will be later
delivered to children at surround-
ing shelters. We will also be pre-
paring dishes based on what we
have produced in the past from the
community garden located in the
back of the centers: eggplant, pep-
pers, tomatoes, okra, squash, red
lettuce and Tuscan melons.

POETRY FOR A PURPOSE
This creative writing workshop

is designed to share the love of
words and spoken word perfor-
mance to youth. The youth receive
quotes from Dr. Martin Luther
King and from there are encour-
aged to use the quote as inspira-
tion to create original poetry.
Shelly Bell, founder of Seven City
Art Society will lead this work-
shop.

PERFORMANCE FOR
A PURPOSE (ACCT )

To top the summit off is the per-
formance by the fan favorite per-
forming arts ensemble ACCT Cho-
rale lead by musical director
Jaqueline McNair. They will be
singing songs of the Civil Rights
Era.

The community is welcomed and
encouraged to attend. To pre-regis-
ter please call 703-746-5533.

Recreation

Teaching Legacy of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
“The time is always
right to do what is right.”

Youth

Summit
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