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A young resident works on a
Snowdog at Pomander Park on
South Union Street. Pomander
Park is a dog exercise park. See
Wintry Fun events, pages 19-23.
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News

Councilwoman Twinkle
The first day of February could be the night that the lights

went out in Alexandria. But not if Councilwoman Del Pepper
has anything to say about it.

The holiday lights that festoon the trees up and down King
Street have been a cause celeb for the councilwoman for years,
and every budget cycle Pepper fights keep them lit year-round
instead of limiting the twinkling lights to the holiday season.
Last year, she was unsuccessful. Now the plug is about to be
pulled — unless council members have a change of heart.

Tuesday night, Pepper was able to add the item to the docket
for the next City Council meeting, when elected leaders will con-
sider appropriating $4,500 a month to keep the lights on for the
rest of the year.

“As you all know, I have a lot of warm feelings about those
lights because I think they bring a lot of energy to the whole
district,” said Pepper. “It’s a statement that this is our main street,
and that we’re open for business.”

“Lights are nice,” responded Councilman Paul Smedberg.
“But there are lot more fundamental things in terms of beautifi-
cation, fixing our tree wells, signage and things like that that
$54,000 could go for other than lights all year round.”

Rest of the Story
When asked about why the racial demographics of the public

school system don’t match the racial demographics of the Alex-
andria last week during a Martin Luther King Jr. tribute at
City Hall last week, Mayor Bill Euille had this to say: “Some
parents are just not ready to have their kids in an integrated
environment,” he was quoted in last week’s Gazette Packet. “Even
today.” But that’s not all of what he had to say. During Tuesday
night’s City Council meeting, the mayor took a few moments to
share the rest of his comments, which were not printed as part
of a story about how racial gaps persist in Alexandria.

“Parents are concerned about the lack of quality education at
certain schools, so they choose to opt out of the school in their
neighborhood — not to mention the fact that we’re fortunate to
have choices, and you have a choice to put you child in a public
school or a private school or a religious institution,” he said.
“Our schools have made and continue to make progress, and
we’ll begin to see improved demographics in the near future.”

Decent Exposure
Is a breastfeeding mother guilty of indecent exposure? Many

people would probably assume that she is, but two Alexandria
City Council members are concerned about the possible ambi-
guities in the law. Last week, Vice Mayor Kerry Donley and
Councilman Rob Krupicka circulated a memorandum asking
that the city’s indecent exposure ordinance be amended to make
sure breastfeeding is OK. “While we are not sure that
breastfeeding has been cited in the city,” the two elected leaders
wrote in the Jan. 21 memo, “we believe this amendment will
not only remove any ambiguity in the ordinance, but it will more
firmly establish breastfeeding as a positive practice for both
mother and child here in Alexandria.”

Reagan Day
Councilman Frank Fannon can still recall that day in the

spring 1988 when President Ronald Regan came to town.
“It was on spring break,” said Fannon, who was then a student

at Elon College in North Carolina. “And it was very exciting for
me to be able to meet the President of the United States of
America.”

Now Fannon is returning the favor by organizing a celebration
of Reagan’s birth in the council chambers at noon on Feb. 4.
Speakers will former Virginia Sen. George Allen and veteran
campaign advisor Charles Black Jr., who worked as an aide
on the 1980 and 1984 presidential campaigns.

“Reagan was President during my formative years,” said
Fannon. “And I always felt like when he was President, you knew
who was in charge.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

J
ohn Ariail, a prominent Northern Virginia at-
torney, businessman, real-estate developer,
philanthropist and outdoorsman, died Jan. 20

following complications related to heart surgery. He
was 68.

“He was a very successful businessman and a dedi-
cated philanthropist,” said Mayor Bill Euille. “I think
he’ll be remembered not only for his business acu-
men but also for a kind heart and a big smile.”

An active participant in the Episcopal Church of
Virginia, Ariail was a member at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church and Christ Church as well as serving on the
vestry as senior warden of Pohick Church in Lorton.
His involvement with the church brought him to
Uganda, where he served as co-chair of the Diocese
of Virginia’s Fifth Century Fund.

“John was a model parishioner,” said the Rev. Oran
Warder, rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. “He
was deeply committed to St. Paul’s, fully supportive
of its mission and extremely faithful in attendance
and participation in the life of the congregation. He
will be sorely missed.”

During the 1970s, he served on the Virginia State
Water Control Board, including a two-year stint as
chairman. He was a founding board member of the
Menokin Foundation in Richmond County, Va., and
of the Lorton Arts Foundation, where he recently
completed eight years as chairman. Ariail served sev-
eral times as chairman of the Goodwin House retire-
ment communities in Virginia. Most recently, he
helped establish Alexandria in Bloom, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to the beautification of Old
Town Alexandria.

John Harvey Ariail Jr. was born on Oct. 29, 1942
to John Harvey Ariail and Virginia Simpson Ariail of
Greenville, S.C. He received a bachelor’s degree from
Davidson College then began attending classes at the
Law School of the University of Virginia, where he
graduated in 1967. Later that year, he married Leslie
Ann Smith, who was then a graduate of St. Agnes

School for Girls and Queens
College.

Ariail served as a captain
in the United States Army
before being stationed with
the CIA in Salzburg, Austria.
Upon his return from Eu-
rope, he served as an assis-
tant commonwealth’s attor-
ney in Arlington County. He
later joined the law firm of
Smith, Harrison & Ramsey,
which later became Mays &
Valentine, and served as the
president of the Arlington County Bar Association.

Along with law partner W. Forbes Ramsay, he cre-
ated the Sport and Health Clubs group in 1973, es-
tablishing the Arlington Y Tennis and Squash Club
as the first of 24 health facilities in the Washington
metropolitan area. Ariail developed many family real-
estate ventures with B.M. Smith & Associates, includ-
ing the ongoing development at Penrose Square com-
plex on Columbia Pike in Arlington. Ariail was also a
co-owner of Restaurant Eve in Alexandria.

Ariail was a former member of the boards at St.
Stephen’s School in Alexandria, St. George’s School
in Newport, R.I., Davidson College and was a found-
ing board member of Flinto Hill School in Oakton,
Va. He was also a member of the Metropolitan Club
of Washington, the Angler’s Club of New York, the
Island Farm Duck Club in Warsaw, Va., and the Old
Dominion Boat Club in Alexandria.

He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Leslie Smith
Ariail of Alexandria; daughter Allison Erdle and son-
in-law Garrett W. Erdle of Alexandria; son John H.
Ariail III and daughter-in-law Kimberly Ariail of Al-
exandria; son, J.E. Shreve Ariail and daughter-in-
law Anna Carrington Alvarez of Brooklyn, N.Y.; and
three grandchildren. He is also survived by two broth-
ers, Robert M. Ariail of Greenville. S.C., and William
Ariail of York, Pa.

A memorial service celebrating his life and friend-
ships will be held on Jan. 27 at 2 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church. Private internment of his ashes
will take place on Jan. 26 at Pohick Church Memo-
rial Gardens in Lorton. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in his memory to Act for Alexandria or
Alexandria in Bloom.

Businessman With a Heart
John Arial was a
prominent attorney,
businessman, developer
and philanthropist.

John Ariail

See Doug Thurman,  Page 9

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

D
oug Thurman, a tireless
advocate for Republican
politics in Alexandria and

historic preservation in Old Town,
died of lung cancer earlier this
month. He was 60.

“It’s a great loss to the city,” said
Republican Councilman Frank
Fannon. “Doug didn’t have a fam-
ily, so he was able to devote him-
self to making this city a better
place for everyone.”

Never one to seek the spotlight,

Doug Thurman: A Quiet Force
He worked behind the scenes in city
politics and historic preservation.

Doug Thurman participates
in a wreath-laying cer-
emony to name Hummer
Alley in honor of Alexan-
dria Police Sgt. Elton Hum-
mer.
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Thurman preferred to work be-
hind the scenes and let others take
credit. This was true whether he
was running Irish restaurateur Pat
Troy’s political campaigns or work-
ing to name an alley after a slain
police officer. Friends and associ-
ates say he had a relentless politi-
cal drive and indefatigable love of
Alexandria’s history, but rarely
shared personal information about
himself — even with people who
knew him well for many years.

“He was the most secretive per-
son I’ve ever known,” said
Sammye Collins, who dated

Thurman from April 2007 to Feb-
ruary 2009. “But he was also the
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703.768.8143
www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

The Shops at Bradlee

Friendly Faces, Great Value~
It’s Where Alexandria Shops

News

O
liver Ashby Reardon Jr. was
larger than life, known for his
gregarious personality and
love of a good — and prefer-

ably bawdy — joke. One of a dwindling
handful of Alexandria native sons with roots
tracing back to Colonial times, Reardon was
a fixture for decades at local watering holes,
Shuman’s Bakery and Belle Haven Country
Club. He died Jan. 15, 2011 at his winter
home in Naples, Fla., at the age of 82.

“Pop really was a character,” said Julie
Lee Reardon, one of Reardon’s four chil-
dren. “Everybody loved him although he
may have been a little over the top in his
younger days.”

Born Aug. 29, 1928, Reardon was a 1946
graduate of George Washington High
School and attended the University of Vir-
ginia for a year before entering the U.S.
Naval Academy, graduating with the Class
of 1951. He served his country for nine
years, including tours in the South Pacific,
Pentagon and Mediterranean, before return-
ing to Alexandria to work in the family busi-
ness.

“Pop liked to joke that a Reardon and a
Hammond Snyder got together in the early
1800s because one had a mule and the other
had a wagon and they started selling ice,”
said his daughter about the founding of the
Mutual Ice Company.

When refrigerated
railroad cars replaced
manually-iced cars in
the early 1960s,
MICO diversified into
hardware and cabinet
sales.

“Pop left MICO for
a brief time to work
as a stockbroker at
the Alexandria offices
of Johnston & Lemon,
eventually managing
the office,” Julie said.
“After the death of his
father, he rejoined
MICO and led it
through a difficult re-
organization. He still
held the position of
president when he
died.”

Reardon was pre-
deceased by his par-
ents, Oliver Ashby Reardon Sr., and Jessica
Crump Reardon, both also of Alexandria.
Survivors include a sister, Phyllis Morrison
of Balboa Island, Calif., and four children:
Cary Nunnally of Newport News, Va., Julia
Lee Reardon, of Orlean, Va., Jennifer Ashby
MacGill of Woodbridge, Va. and Brian Ashby
Reardon of Baltimore. His marriages to Jan

M a r t h i n s o n
Mewhinney and
Vivian Huhs
Carrington ended in
divorce.

“Pop didn’t want
either of his mar-
riages to end in di-
vorce,” said
Reardon’s daughter
Cary.  “But he put
humor into every-
thing and tried to be
positive so instead
he referred to hav-
ing been ‘fired’ by
two wives.”

An avid sailor,
Reardon twice raced
his Hinckley 38 to
completion in the
Newport to Ber-
muda race and he
taught sailing in An-

napolis for several years.
He also enjoyed flying and his pride and

joy was a restored Stearman biplane which
he kept at the municipal airport in Fauquier
County. In Naples, he volunteered for many
years on the Naples Civil Air Patrol.

“He loved that open cockpit biplane but
none of us would ever go up in it with him,”

laughed Julie Reardon. “We barely wanted
to get in a car with him.”

In his later years, Reardon became in-
volved with Alcoholics Anonymous, pas-
sionately devoting his efforts to helping oth-
ers through the organization.

“A fellow member of the Alexandria
Businessman’s Club told me once that they
didn’t see Pop enough at their meetings now
that he was going to ‘those other meetings,’”
Cary Nunnally chuckled.  “But Pop still
loved to hit the bars long after he quit drink-
ing. I thought, ‘This will be great! Pop won’t
be so loud and obnoxious anymore!’ But he
still commanded center stage even when he
was sober.” Funeral services for Reardon
will be held Friday, Jan. 28 from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. at Everly Wheatley Funeral Home,
1500 W. Braddock Road, with private in-
terment in the family plot at Ivy Hill Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the Naples Civil Air Patrol or to
the 24 Hour Club, 1509 Pine Ridge Rd.,
Naples, Fla. 34109.

“I don’t think anyone truly appreciates
their parents until they reach this point,”
Julie Reardon said. “Even as his health de-
teriorated, Pop never let his weakening
body keep him from living life to the full-
est. He will really be missed.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Family, Friends Mourn Oliver Ashby Reardon Jr.

Oliver Ashby Reardon
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703-615-8411
or

703-455-7930

Best Buy in Area
You will love this large colonial with
eat-in space in kitchen, spacious liv-
ing room and dining room. Beautiful
hardwood floors in kitchen and fam-
ily room, butler’s pantry with granite
and lots of storage space. This won-
derful home has updated baths with
radiant heated floors in master bath.
Entertain on a double deck backing

to common area and is just minutes to Elem. School, shopping, 7100, park & ride,
South Run Park and 15 minutes to metro. Directions: From Old Keene Mill Rd. W:
Left on Lee Chapel to a right on Ironmaster Dr. to 9638 or from Springfield take
7100 toward Burke, Right on Lee Chapel to Left on Ironmaster Dr. to 9638 on right.

Burke/Cherry Run $549,900News

M
ary Burrell Moore, whose lo
cal catering company served
Washington’s elite, from

Capitol Hill to the Supreme Court, died
Jan. 18, 2011 following a short illness.
Moore was 62.

For three decades, Moore thrived in
the high-pressure hospitality industry
where she brought simple elegance and
perfection to every occasion and made
it look easy.

“She was one-of-a-kind,” said restau-
rateur Franco Landini. “We were friends
for 25 years and she was always so full of life.”

Moore’s unflappable nature, sharp sense of humor
and personal touch made her a natural success in a
locale renowned for its demanding clientele. “You
can’t let the crap get you down,’’ Moore once said
with a hearty laugh, referring to the inherent perils
of her business.

Raised in Alexandria, Moore often began her long
days with a stroll through Old Town with her new
German short-hair pointer Emma, who Moore
dubbed her “executive secretary.’’ The two were then
off to work, honking and waving to friends, with
Emma riding shotgun in Moore’s silver Mercedes sta-
tion wagon.

Moore earned a master of fine arts degree from
Brighton College in England, where she cultivated
her culinary skills in cramped living quarters on a
single-burner electric stove. The training was the
foundation for what later became “Much Moore
Quality Catering,’’ a commercial kitchen that re-

flected her artistic flair and turned out
feasts for every occasion.

“She always loved sharing her excite-
ment with me whenever she took on a
new customer or event,” Landini said.
“She had a great joy for life and for what
she did.”

No event was too big or too small for
Moore, who ensured that the food, the
flowers and the atmosphere at count-
less parties, receptions, lunches and din-
ners were all just right, whether the
venue was inside the marbled columns

of the U.S. Supreme Court, a stately Old Town row
home or a pampered pet’s backyard party.

Moore’s own President’s Day Parade party was a
can’t-miss event. Politicians and other participants
would step off the parade route and into Moore’s
Queen Street home, where her neighbors and friends
enjoyed hot toddies or chilled wine along with her
famous beef tenderloin and colorful salads.

On the day of her passing, clusters of neighbors
spontaneously gathered in her neighborhood and at
Landini Brothers Restaurant, where the crowd grew
larger as word of her death spread.

“She was always so happy to be alive,” Landini
said. “She truly was a great friend.”

Survivors include brothers Fred Burrell, Ben Burrell
and Bob Burrell; sisters Kate Dollinger, Ann McCarty
and Jane Beckwith. Moore was preceded in death
by her sister Sally.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held Jan. 26 at Saint
Mary’s Catholic Church in Old Town.

Mary Moore, Caterer, Dies

Mary Burrell
Moore
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David W. Spires
703-765-3500•Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789•Cell: 703-472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
703-370-0808•Cell 703-856-2426

www.partnersinrealestate.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

7729 Lee Avenue
• Custom, Stone & Bead
Board New England Cape
on 2/3 Acre
• GW Parkway bike and
walking trails just one
block away
• Hardwood floors
throughout • Approx. 4,000
Sq. Ft. under roof • Two
Generous Master Suites –
One on each Level
• New Main Level Master
Bath • Large Formal
Rooms to include

Library/Music Room • Commercial Chef’s Kitchen w/Viking Appliances &
Granite • Extensive Built-ins and Moldings • Six-Panel Doors • Two Masonry
Fireplaces • Huge Two-Car Garage • Garden House/Playhouse • Priced below
appraised value
Dir: S on GW Pkwy from Old Town, R at Alexandria Ave, exit just after
stone bridge, bear R onto West Blvd, L on Alexandria Ave, R on Lee Ave
to home.
New Price ......................................................................... $1,100,000

1111-B “I” Street
• Custom-Built Three-Level Townhome w/4 Bedrooms & 3.5
Baths • Over $100,000 in upgrades • High Ceilings and Huge
Rooms—Perfect for Entertaining • Granite and Stainless
Gourmet  Kitchen • Hardwood Floors Throughout Main Level
• Center Four Sectional Grand Staircase to Upper Levels
• Private Rooftop Terrace • Plantation shutters throughout
with Custom Built-Ins in Bedrooms & Living Room
Dir: From Old Town, S on GW Parkway, R on Belle View
Blvd, R on Potomac St., R on “I” Street to 1111-B on R.
Offered at......................................$799,000

6704 Oak Drive
• YOUR CHOICE! YOUR OPPORTUNITY! • Reduced
Price $299,900 • Two Bedrooms – One Full Bath – Full
Basement • Enormous One-Half Acre Lot in Great
Location • Buy it and live in it • Buy it and remodel!
• Tear Down and Build New – Total Package Available
through Wakefield Homes for $635,000 • Owner Wants
Offers This Week! • Property Will Be Sold!
Offered at.....................................$299,900

7207 Park Terrace Drive
• Magnificence along the Potomac River • Smashing, Remodeled Rambler in
Villamay • Elegantly Appointed from top to bottom • Villamay’s Largest Kitchen
w/Island and Wet Bar • Luxury Master Suite w/Sunken tub looking to River
• Formal Living and Dining Rooms at Rear Elevation • All Baths Remodeled—Powder
Room Added • Laundries on Both Main and Lower Level • Decking spans entire Rear
Elevation overlooking River • Extensive List of added Amenities at Property
Dir: S on GW Pkwy from Old Town. R on Tulane. Immediate L
on Park Terrace to 7207 on left
New Price ......................................................................... $1,159,000

25 Keith’s
Lane

• Alexandria/
Old Town—
Dare to
Compare
• The Very
Best Location
in Fords
Landing
• Looks to
Lovely City
Park and
Potomac River
• Former

Model with ALL the Bells and Whistles • Four Levels
of Luxury – Hardwoods – Elaborate Moldings
• Island Kitchen – Granite Counters – Raised-Panel
Cabinetry • Two Generous Dining Areas – One
Formal – One Informal • Unique Master Suite –
Fireplace and Sitting Area • Professionally Decorated
with Custom Papers and Paints
Offered at ................................... $1,750,000

6309
Barrister

Place
• Terrific location
near GW Parkway
and Old Town • The
only townhome avail-
able in Olde Belhaven
Towne • All Brick, Full
Masonry—4 Bdrms, 3.5
Baths, 2 Fireplaces
• Two levels of
Hardwoods-Two
Hardwood Staircases

• Large Bright Remodeled Eat-in Kitchen w/ Stainless
Appliances, Silestone Counters, New Flooring &
Lighting • Walkout Lower Level w/Bedroom, Shower
Bath and Large Family Room-great for Guest or Au
Pair Suite • Enormous Brick-walled Georgetown
Patio at Rear
Dir: S on GW Parkway from Old Town, R on
Bellehaven Road, L on Barrister to 6309 on Left.
Offered at......................................$639,000

271 Pickett
Street South,

Unit #302
• Great Location in
Sought After Hillwood
• Beautiful & Spacious
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Unit
with 9-Foot Ceilings
• Large Living Room
with Wood-Burning
Fireplace • Dining
Room with sliding glass
doors to Private Balcony
• Great Open Kitchen –
Perfect for Entertaining

• Master Bedroom with Huge Walk-In Closet • Huge
Master Bath with Soaking Tub and Separate Shower
• New Carpet Throughout • Steps to Metro Bus and
Minutes to Van Dorn Metro • Reserved Parking, Pool and
Clubhouse • Don’t Miss this Opportunity!
Dir: From 395 Duke Street East, R on Pickett Street
South, R into Hillwood, Building 271, Unit #302.
Offered at.....................................$305,000

6803 Derrell Court
• South Alexandria – Turnkey Condition • Wonderfully
located just south of Capital Beltway • All-Brick Home
• Cul-de-Sac Location • New Professional Landscaping
• Decking at Rear • Three Level Split – Two Full
Masonry Fireplaces • New Designer Kitchen-Vaulted
Ceiling-Granite Counters • Three Bedrooms – Two and
One Half Baths • Generous Living Room and Family
Room • Separate Laundry - Freshly Painted Interior
Dir: GW Pkwy S, R on Belle View which becomes
Beacon Hill, L on Derrell Court to house on L.
Offered at.....................................$475,000
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See News Briefs,  Page 15

See Getting Away,  Page 15
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Alexandria  
Bank Robberies

SOURCE: Alexandria Police Department

Several Burglaries
Hit Del Ray Homes

The Alexandria Police Department has seen an increase in resi-
dential burglaries and larcenies from autos over the last month,
especially in the Del Ray section of the City.  The residential bur-
glaries have occurred during the daytime hours, usually between
noon and 7 p.m.  The suspect(s) have been using force to gain
entry into rear or side doors.  Laptops, jewelry, televisions and
cash are the items mostly targeted.

All but one of the homes was unoccupied at the time of the
burglaries.  In that case, a resident in the 200 block of W. Windsor
Avenue was in an upstairs office when she heard a banging on a
door downstairs.  When she went to investigate the noise, she
came face to face with the suspect who then ran out a rear door.
The victim was not injured and nothing was taken from the resi-
dence.

The suspect is described as a black male, approximately five
feet six inches tall, weighing 150 pounds.  He was wearing a
puffy jacket with a hooded sweatshirt and dark jeans.

Between Jan. 9 and Jan. 11, there were also six larcenies from
autos in the Del Ray area of the City.  All of the vehicles were left
unlocked and most were parked in the victim’s driveway.  The
suspect(s) took loose coins from the interior of the vehicles.

Residents are encouraged to report any suspicious activity or
suspicious persons by calling the Police Department at 703-838-
4444.

Mineral Oil Spill at
Pepco Substation

At approximately 10:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 24, units from the
Alexandria Fire Department were notified of a possible oil spill at
the Pepco substation located at 1400 N. Royal St. Units arrived to
find that a release of mineral oil from a transformer occurred and
overflowed a containment basin. An oil sheen was seen in the
Potomac River and fire department units set up containment
booms to prevent any additional product from making its way
into the river.

EPA, the Coast Guard, and the Virginia Department of Emer-
gency Management were all notified. The incident remains un-
der investigation.

Police Investigate
Fatal Hit and Run

Police are investigating a fatal hit and run pedestrian crash that
occurred around 12:10 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 21.  A 26-year-old
man was crossing King Street at the intersection with Park Cen-
ter Drive when he was struck by a vehicle that fled the scene.  A
witness to the crash described the striking vehicle as a four-door
black sedan, similar to a Lincoln Town car.  The victim, Melbourne
Clyde Leach, Jr. of Alexandria was transported to Inova Fairfax
Hospital where he died from his injuries.

Members of the Crash Reconstruction Team are conducting the
investigation.

Anyone with information about this crash is asked to contact
the Alexandria Police Department at 703-838-4444.

Shoe Collection for the Needy
Alexandria residents are invited to recycle their new or “gently

worn” shoes for people in need.
Soles4Souls and Tomorrows Black Men, Inc. are collecting gently

worn footwear through Jan. 31 to help provide assistance to per-
sons in need, whether they are victims of a natural disaster or
subject to living in extreme poverty.

Individuals and companies interested in donating money to help
defray shipping costs can contact Laverne Short at 571-338-7520
or visit the organization’s website at www.giveshoes.org

Shoe drop locations include:

News Briefs

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

S
ometimes bank robbers
who strike in Alexandria
are caught here in the
city. Other times, they are

caught in neighboring jurisdic-
tions. But half the time, according
to statistics from the Alexandria
Police Department, nobody is ever
arrested. Through a spokeswoman, the department
declined to make anyone available to answer: Why
are so many Alexandria bank robbers walking away
with thousands of dollars in cash?

For now, the department is choosing to remain si-
lent on that issue.

Since 2005 the city has logged 32 bank robberies,
five of which have taken place in the last four months.
Of those 32 cases, eight suspects were arrested here
in Alexandria. Sixteen others were taken into cus-
tody by the feds or another jurisdiction. That leaves
16 bank robberies unsolved, with tens of thousands
of dollars successfully heisted by criminals. The city’s
relatively low closure rate stands in stark contrast to
national statistics compiled by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, which show that three out of four bank
robbers are caught within 18 months of their crime.

“Like any other case, it depends on what kind of
evidence we’re working with,” said Commonwealth’s
Attorney Randy Sengel. “Obviously cases are more
difficult when you don’t have DNA evidence or fin-
gerprints, and the suspect isn’t looking directly into
the camera.”

THE VAST MAJORITY of bank robberies in the

United States happen without any
violence, shooting or injury. Only
4 percent of the cases involve
someone getting hurt. And most
happen without a gun, according
to FBI statistics, which show that
41 percent of the cases involve a

weapon being threatened and 25 percent of bank
robbers use an actual firearm. Nevertheless, bank-
ers say, caution is at the core of the training given to
tellers.

“We tell people to just hand over the money,” said
Margot Mohsberg Johnson, spokeswoman for the
American Bankers Association. “Don’t be a hero. It’s
not worth it.”

Bank robbers typically walk way with “a couple of
thousand dollars,” Johnson said, although banks and
police officials make a habit of declining to release
how much money is taken in a specific heist. Some-
times the teller will slip a GPS tracking device into
the loot, and other times the serial numbers on a
stash bills bankers call “bait money” that’s specifi-
cally set aside for such a purpose. Many times, tell-
ers will slip a “dye pack” in with the bills, which will
later explode on the bank robber and the cash.

“Several years ago, a couple of agents for the Al-
cohol Control Board looked out the window and saw
a man walking across the street with a lunchbox that
was spewing red smoke,” said Sengel. “It was pretty
obvious what was going on, and they were able to

Getting Away With It
Fewer than half of Alexandria’s
bank robberies in the last five years
have been solved.

Bank of America on North Washington
Street was robbed on Jan. 21 at 10:41 a.m.

PNC Bank robbery on Diagonal Road was
robbed on Dec. 27 at 2:10 p.m.

Bank of America on North
Washington Street was
robbed on Dec. 20 at 2:49
p.m.

Capitol One Bank on South Washington
Street was robbed on Oct. 20 at 9:45 a.m.

Virginia Commerce Bank on Price Street
was robbed on Oct. 8 at 5:45 p.m.
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People

See Young Actors , Page 18

W
hen Barkley Square moved from Old Town
to Del Ray, its loyal four-legged custom-
ers followed.

“It’s the one place Pomeroy can always find the
minute he jumps out of the car,” said Shari Bolouri
of her 4-year-old Pomeranian.  “We could be two
blocks away and he’d still find his way to Kristina’s
counter of treats.”

The gourmet dog bakery and boutique, forced to
leave Old Town in 2007 when its building on Wales
Alley was sold, will close its doors on Mount Vernon
Avenue Jan. 30 due to an impending sale of the par-
cel of land that also includes Evening Star restau-
rant in Del Ray.

“We wanted to buy our own building but the lot
can’t be broken up,” said Barkley Square owner
Kristina Robertson. “So for now I’m going to con-
centrate on building my e-commerce business and
then start looking for a new space toward the end of

Barkley Square Takes Final Bow
Specialty pet boutique in
Del Ray to close Jan. 30.

Kristina
Robertson

displays
some of her
home-made
pet confec-

tions at
Barkley
Square,

which will
be closing

its doors
Jan. 30.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he evening was every
thing an opening night
should be: A sold-out

crowd, electricity in the air and
a resounding standing ovation
for the cast and crew of
“Oliver!,” which opened Jan. 15
at The Little Theatre of Alexan-
dria.

“I’ve been beaming all night,”
said Anna Maria Machosky,
mother of 7-year-old Joseph,
who is the youngest member of
the Oliver! cast. “This is his first
acting experience but I was
more nervous than he was.”

The young Machosky is one
of 14 children taking the stage

James Woods, left, and Ben Cherington are con-
gratulated by longtime Little Theater of Alexandria
performer Ernie Sult after the opening night
performance of “Oliver!” at LTA. Woods plays the
title role and Cherington is The Artful Dodger.

Curtain Up!

Joseph Machosky, 7, and
Ben Cherington.
Machosky is the young-
est member of the cast
of “Oliver!”
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the year.”
Robertson, who said her web business “went

gangbusters” over the holidays, has plans to reopen
another Barkley Square location sometime in 2012.
Karing by Kristina, her in-home pet sitting and dog
walking company, will operate without interruption.

“I never baked so much as I did over the holidays,”
said Robertson, who buys all her ingredients locally
to support other small businesses. “I’ll really work
the website to help get through this transition be-
fore I start looking for new space.” Barkley Square’s
last day for business is Jan. 30, and Robertson said
that “everything is for sale.” “Even our patio furni-
ture and display pieces are for sale,” she added.

Robertson’s homemade gourmet confections will
still be available locally at the newly opened Artfully
Gifts and Chocolate on John Carlyle Street as well
as online at www.barkleysquarebakery.com.

“I love what I do,” said Robertson as she marked
down inventory for her last few days in business.
“It’s been a lot of fun but even though I’m trying to
be positive, it really is breaking my heart to leave
here.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Keith Kishbauch
Keith Kishbauch, 86, died on Jan. 22,

2011, of osteosarcoma bone cancer. Doc-
tors knew it was an unusual diagnosis for a
man of his age; they told him in January of
2010 that he could no longer play golf, and
to make the best of the six months he had
left. He more than doubled his odds.

He had a full life. Early years were spent
in Pennsylvania with his brother and sis-
ters, Dave, Margaret, and Shirley. During
World War II, Keith served in the Pacific with
the 153rd Engineer Combat Battalion. He
returned to graduate from the University
of Maryland and to start a family with Jane.
They had two beautiful girls, Kathy and Jan.

He became a high school teacher and
coach of basketball, gymnastics and base-
ball at Jefferson Junior High and Francis C.
Hammond High School, and was the first
athletic director at T.C. Williams High

School in Alexandria. The family also had
many wonderful years at his camps,
Winwah and Buckhorn in Winchester, Va.

Circumstances brought him to a new be-
ginning in St. Mary’s County, Md., close to
the Chesapeake Bay with Ginny and two
more wonderful girls, Lisa and Stacey. He
continued to coach football at Great Mills
and Chopticon High School.

One winter when the temperature hit 0
degrees, Keith and Ginny decided that the
back country of California’s east San Diego
County would provide the family year-
round comfort. He raised hunting dogs and
pheasants, and taught boys at the juvenile
honor camps and county court schools in
Warner Springs. Keith coached again —
football and girls’ basketball and softball —
at Borrego Springs High School.

When he retired, he hit the links and fo-
cused on Charger football. For the next 20
years he developed great friendships at Sun

City’s Cherry Hills Golf
Course. San Diego
Charger home games
were the highlight of the
fall/winter season.

Though Keith could not
play golf and was not able
to attend Charger games
in 2010, he concentrated
on a new game — make
every day count. He fo-
cused on family, staying
active, finding purpose in
every minute, and consid-
ering what it would take
to reach each goal, includ-
ing attending a family reunion in South
Carolina with every one of his children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. He
was back to coaching with an enormous
cheering section from all over the country,
extending his “season” an additional six

Keith Kishbauch

Obituary

months.
Keith leaves his family,

three siblings, four daugh-
ters, seven grandchildren,
10 great grandchildren,
and his hundreds of play-
ers all of whom became his
biggest fans and cheering
section during this last
game in life. The support
and encouragement gave
him many “overtimes.”

A celebration of his life
will be held on Feb. 19 in
Wildomar, Calif., where he
lived with his wife Ginny

of 42 years, and in Murrells Inlet, S.C., on
April 3, where he spent most of his sum-
mers. In lieu of flowers, the family is re-
questing that donations be sent in his name
to Hospice of the Valleys in Murrieta, Cali-
fornia (www.hospiceofthevalleys.org).
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Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
   Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
             Coq au vin • Cassoulet
                 Chef Specials • Venison

Old Town

Join us for Valentine’s Day!
3 seatings • Call for reservations

News

From Page 3

Doug Thurman: A Quiet Force Behind the Scenes
kind of person who really went overboard

to help other people.”
Thurman served as president of the Alex-

andria Historical Society, and he served on
the boards of Old Town Civic Association,
the League of Women Voters, Friends of the
Carlyle House and the Historic Alexandria
Resources Commission. He was also an
original member of the board of directors
for Living Legends, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that honors Alexandrians who have
made significant contributions to the city
— an honor he declined last year.

“He was erudite and hard working, but
also very unassuming,” said Mary Anne
Weber, who served with him on the Living
Legends board. “So it doesn’t surprise me
that he would have rejected the attention.”

DOUGLAS LEE THURMAN was born in
Richmond on March 22, 1950. As a new-
born baby, he was adopted by Nebraska
natives Dale and Helen Thurman, who
moved to Arlington during World War II to
become government workers. After gradu-
ating from Roanoke College in the early
1970s, Thurman got a job at the National
Archives — thanks to the help of an uncle
who worked in the General Services Admin-
istration.

Fresh out of college, Thurman began his

career at the National Archives preserving
audiovisual materials. Before long, he
worked his way into the office that over-
sees presidential records, where he stayed
for the rest of his career. Thurman was
married briefly in the 1970s, but the union
ended in divorce after two years. Thurman
lived most of his life as a bachelor and never
had any children, which left his schedule
free to advocate for causes he believed in
and political candidates he supported.

“He was a very hard worker, always out
knocking on doors,” said Troy, whose two
campaigns for Alexandria City Council were
managed by Thurman. “He was the kind of
guy who seemed to be everywhere and
know everything.”

Many times, the work that he did went
unrecognized — usually because Thurman
worked behind the scenes to make sure he
avoided the spotlight. A good example of
this is the naming of Hummer Alley in honor
or slain Alexandria police Sgt. Elton Hum-
mer in 2008, a campaign that Thurman
began and worked quietly behind the scenes
to make happen. By the time the signs went
up officially designating the alley, which was
near his home on Duke Street, Thurman
tried to shift the focus away from him and
toward the slain police officer — the only
Alexandria cop who died in the line of duty
whose murder has never been solved.

“I was stunned because the Hummer fam-
ily lived next door to where I lived,” said
Thurman in a 2008 interview. “This is the
type of thing people should remember be-
cause these guys are risking their lives ev-
ery day of the year.”

THOSE WHO KNEW him say that he
would often quietly donate money to fa-
vored causes and volunteer when help was
needed. He would also use his connections
in Washington to help people find jobs, fol-
lowing in the tradition of his uncle who
helped him back in the 1970s. Friends say
Thurman was fiercely loyal to Alexandria,
making a habit of shopping and dining al-
most exclusively in the city. And when he
got involved with an organization, he was
always trying to think of ways to improve
it.

“He made sure we always had pipes and
drums at all of our events thanks to Doug’s
generosity,” said Sarah Coster, assistant his-
toric site administrator at the Carlyle House
Historic Park. “And he was always so gra-
cious and humble about it.”

Thurman was among those who tried to
shut down the coal-fired power plant owned
by Mirant on the waterfront, and he also
was part of a group that unsuccessfully tried
to save a building on Upper King Street that
was later demolished to make room for the

new Lorien Hotel. When St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church tried to encapsulate a historic
exterior wall to build a handicapped acces-
sible ramp and protect several stained glass
windows, Thurman was among those who
spoke out against the proposal during a
June 2006 public hearing at City Hall.

“Looking back on it, clearly the hand of
God was at work,” said the Rev. Oran
Warder during Thurman’s funeral homily.
“For our conversation, which began on that
day, only broadened and deepened, and
they continued, and they never stopped. As
a result, Doug became passionately involved
in the life and ministry of this parish.”

A former Methodist, Thurman was con-
firmed as an Episcopalian in 2008 at St.
Paul’s, where he started attending regular
services on Sundays and Wednesdays.
Warder said Thurman became so enthusi-
astic about the church hosting a Head Start
program that he quietly subsidized the
startup cost to make the transition easy. For
those who knew him, that anecdote —
shared during his funeral — is just one more
example of Thurman’s quiet determination.

“He was always doing whatever he could
to make the city a better place without tak-
ing credit for it,” said former Vice Mayor
Andrew Macdonald. “He preferred to stay
in the background, but in many ways that
made him more effective.”
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2:19 p.m., Jan. 21: Demolition continues
in the 600 block of N. Fayette St.
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Invest in
Waterfront
To the Editor

Alexandria’s waterfront isn’t a
particularly exciting or compelling
place to visit today, but that would
change dramatically if the city
implements an extraordinary pro-
posal made by a committee of the

Alexandria Commis-
sion for the Arts.

The Alexandria
Waterfront Public Art

Proposal would create a 1.5-mile
Art Walk along the waterfront. The
overarching goal is to make the
waterfront an arts destination and
cultural anchor.

The Art Walk proposal skillfully
and imaginatively integrates the
visual and performing arts. It is
illustrated with many color pho-
tos of inspired public art from
around the world. A copy of the
plan can be found on the water-
front section of the city Depart-
ment of Planning and Zoning’s
web site.

The proposal is intended to be
an integral part of the city’s devel-
oping waterfront plan. But some
of its key features could be imple-
mented even without a plan, par-
ticularly in the area north of King
Street.

The Art Walk proposal has many
creative ideas. I like four of them
in particular.

1) Establish Oronoco Bay Park
as a performing arts center. The
proposal includes a permanent
outdoor amphitheater set into the
landscape as land art and a small
theater created from a railroad box
car. Alexandria lacks a good out-
door space for the performing arts.
Currently, the city’s July birthday
celebration is shoehorned awk-
wardly into Oronoco Bay Park. The
City Council should fund a design
study. A stunning design could
help the city find a private bene-
factor to fund the project.

2) Reinforce the Torpedo Factory
Art Center roof with a structural
deck and install a rooftop sculp-
ture garden and café. This would
obviously feature stunning views
of the Potomac River and would
probably become extremely popu-
lar to visit. The cost of shoring up
the roof would be expensive, but
the cost could be recouped
through leases. The City Council
should immediately set up a com-
mittee to explore this idea.

3) Create a public art piece at
Port Lumley that represents the
masts, sails, and riggings of
George Washington’s cargo-carry-
ing brig Farmer, which was docked
near this location. Children would
be invited to “learn the ropes” on

the mast and rigging. This is the
kind of creative, interactive pub-
lic art that would attract families
to the waterfront.

4) Install an artist-designed “in-
novative” playground at Windmill
Hill Park. In recent decades, it ap-
pears that most places in the
United States, including Alexan-
dria, have put safety and liability
concerns well above play when
purchasing playground equip-
ment. But in recent years, there
has been a new push for creative
play, illustrated by David
Rockwell’s Imagination Play-
ground in New York City. The City
Council should appoint a commit-
tee to look at the possibilities and
consider making the installation of
a creative playground a priority in
the capital budget for the Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Activities.

Although the Art Walk proposal
is outstanding, there are two ar-
eas where more thinking is
needed: the use of iconic architec-
ture as public art and arts pro-
gramming. An example of iconic
architecture is Zaha Hadid’s stun-
ning wine-tasting pavilion for the
Tondonia Winery in Spain. To
bring life to the waterfront, the city
will need to invest considerably
more money and imagination in
arts programming. Alexandria
may be able to learn something
from the arts programming experi-
ments being tried on Governors
Island in New York.

Bill Hendrickson
Alexandria

Integrated
Private Schools
To the Editor:

The Jan. 20 edition of the Ga-
zette Packet contained an article
entitled “A Dream Deferred,” re-
lated to perceived racial dispari-
ties in Alexandria public schools;
and in that article there is the fol-
lowing quote: “Some parents are
just not ready to have their kids in
an integrated environment,” said
Mayor Bill Euille. “Even today.”

Unless the Mayor’s comment
was taken completely out of con-
text and we are missing his clari-
fying remarks, he appears to be
saying that Alexandria parents
who choose to send their children
to private school are racists.

There is a fundamental flaw in
the Mayor’s logic — he is assum-
ing that private schools are not
integrated environments. I would
challenge the Mayor to visit any
of our city’s private schools and
find out for himself. At the school
my daughter attends, Immanuel
Lutheran School, there are chil-
dren from multiple ethnic back-
grounds. I would venture to say
that many private elementary
schools in Alexandria are more
diverse than some individual ACPS
elementary schools.

Parents do not choose private
schools in order to avoid integra-
tion. If the mayor and ACPS were
to look at what truly drove par-
ents to choose private schools,
perhaps they might find some
ideas for improving the public

schools. But that takes determined
effort. It is much easier to describe
us private school parents as
against integration, and to make
us out to be the problem, than to
examine the city’s policies and
practices that have led to the cur-
rent state of public education in
Alexandria.

Todd R. Foust
Alexandria

Anti-Business
‘Robust Tax’
To the Editor:

I read Tim Lovain’s editorial en-
dorsing the Donley Piggyback Tax
with great interest, but with little
surprise. It is not exactly shocking
that Lovain, a “transportation pro-
fessional” and failed politician
who raised our taxes at every op-
portunity while on City Council,
maintains an anti-business stance
and wants to take even more of
your money to fund his pet
projects.

Indeed, not only does Lovain
advocate creating the new tax, he
notes that is must be a “robust
tax.” This ominous phrase suggests
that even if a lower tax than is
currently is being proposed is
implemented that it will only be a
matter of time before Lovain and
his ilk lobby to increase it. But that
is no surprise to the astute read-
ers of this publication, is it?

What I don’t understand is why
the top leaders of Lovain’s self-

Letters
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alexandria
$412,000

Rarely available 2
level town house-
style condo in prime
location. Inviting
floor plan w/soaring
ceilings, wood flrs &
gas fireplace. One-
car garage plus one
assigned parking
space. Shuttle to
Van Dorn Metro,
fitness center, pool
& so much more.

503 Cameron
Station Blvd.

Erika Carroll
703-568-7376

Alexandria
$574,900

Totally up-to-date
3-level Townhome
w/hdwd flrs on all
levels. Kitchen
w/cherry cabs,
granite counters &
SS black appli-
ances. Walk-out
from main level fam
rm to new deck.
Bobbazzle54@gmail.com

3378
Wilton Crest Court

Bob Bazzle
703-599-8964

Alex./Old Town
$810,000

Three level, 3
bedroom home
with garage
close to the river,
Trader Joe’s &
Metro. Fireplace,
wood floors,
kitchen/family
room combo.
Shows
beautifully.

342 North
Pitt Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria
$549,900

Detached 2
bedroom, 2 bath
home in Parker-
Gray Historic
District. Hard-
wood floors &
custom master
closet. Fenced
yard w/deck &
hot tub. Blocks to
Braddock Metro,
Washington St. &
Del Ray.

814 N.
Columbus Street
Mary Smith

703-626-9207

Alexandria
$349,000

Delightful 2 level,
3 BR, 1.5 BA w/cute
back yard. Updated
baths & gleaming
hardwd flrs. New or
newer kitchen
appliances. Pristine
condition! Low
condo fees! Easy
commute to
Pentagon or King
Street. Walk to
shops & restaurants.

3822
Ingalls Avenue
Julie Hall

703-786-3634

Alexandria
$539,500

Beautiful garage
TH in Quaker
Village. This 3 BR,
3.5 BA home
boasts 2 FPs & kit
w/sitting rm. Hdwd
flrs throughout this
spacious home.
Stone patio & nice
deck backing to
tree line from main
level LR.

41 Arell Court
Mary Smith

703-626-9207

Alexandria
$594,500

Amazing 3,500 SF,
4 level Townhome
backing to the
green area w/3
bedrooms, 31⁄2+1⁄2
baths, 2 fireplaces,
family rm, office,
hardwd flrs, deck,
garage & plenty of
storage.

5204
Cottingham Place

Nancie
Williams

703-608-6959

Alexandria $375,000
One of the lowest-priced single family homes in all of 22315.
Warm wood flrs, plantation shutters & recessed lighting. Four BR
plus 2 BA. Fam rm w/gas-powered stove. A deck for cookouts
next spring. 7509 Wexford Place
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alex./Rosemont $679,000
Updated & expanded Cape Cod w/3 bedrooms & 2 baths.
Kitchen w/breakfast bar and SS appliances opens to
family rm. Front porch, large corner lot and easy parking.

100 Maple St. E.
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Arlington $620,000
Expanded bungalow on HUGE level double lot on Johnson’s
Hill w/4 BR & 2.5 BA. Panoramic view! Addition includes fam
rm, 1st flr master suite & expanded kitchen. Minutes to
Shirlington & D.C. 3004 19th Street, S

Sue Feinthel 703-819-1964

Alex./Old Town $1,499,000
Circa 1850 detached home on double lot w/deep garden, brick
patio & 2-story carriage house. Upper level w/3 BR including
master w/private BA. High ceilings w/moldings & LL w/workspace
& storage. 723 Lee Street, S

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alex./Del Ray $959,000
Expanded w/3-level addition! Updated w/4 bedrooms, 3.5
baths, front porch, family rm, screened back porch & deck.
Master suite w/luxury bath. Finished LL w/ rec rm, office &
full bath. 211 Howell Avenue, E

Christine Garner 703-587-4855
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Letters

appointed “coalition,” who are generally
both talented and successful people, have
been unable to answer some of the most
obvious questions associated with their de-
sire to bring streetcars to Alexandria. Here
are a few questions I placed on their
Facebook page some time ago. link: http://
www.facebook.com/pages/Northern-Vir-
g i n i a - S t r e e t c a r - C o a l i t i o n /
168730621071?v=app_2373072738

In November 2009, I asked a simple and
obvious question: How is this project going
to be paid for?

In February 2010, I asked another basic
question, the answer which will potentially
impact (hopefully not) mass transit riders
and individuals drivers alike: Can we ex-
pect our local “transit leaders” to set up and
implement a reasonable safety program for
a new streetcar system when they can’t
handle the systems already in place?

In October 2010, I asked a simple ques-
tion about public support by those whose
homes and businesses will be most affected
by the potential project: Has the Coalition
asked the residents and businesses who live
and work on the streets identified by Coali-
tion as “Designated Streetcar Corridors”
whether or not they wish to have streetcars
in their neighborhoods?

I would encourage readers to review the
Coalition’s answers (or lack thereof) and to

By Morton Sherman,

Superintendent of Schools

T
he use and the amount of time
students spend in school and on
school work has been a national
conversation for many years.

Now a courageous conversation is occur-
ring right here in our diverse and exciting
city.

School divisions in neighboring jurisdic-
tions have indicated that they want to ex-
plore expanding the time students spend in
the classroom. Fairfax County is looking at
calendar options for the 2012-13 school
year. School divisions are experimenting
with expanded day programs like the Mas-
sachusetts 2020 program which has yielded
promising results and helped close the
achievement gap for many students.

Initiatives to extend learning time in
school districts with highly diverse popula-
tions, increasing poverty rates, and high
percentages of minority students are grow-
ing in momentum. President Obama and the
U.S. Department of Education have argued
that more time in class is essential to help-
ing the United States compete with coun-
tries that have higher international test
scores.

But it is not just about test scores. Nor is
the conversation just about our most chal-
lenged students. It is about raising the floor

and blowing away the ceiling for all. It is
about transforming, redesigning, and re-
forming our schools to serve the whole
child. We do need more time to explore how
we learn and what we love about learning.
Our teachers need more time to provide
individualized instruction to an increasingly
diverse student population with diverse
needs.

I am pleased that our community and
communities across the nation are having
courageous conversations, which occur
when we enter into a dialogue with a will-
ingness to emerge with a changed mindset;
and when we deeply honor the values of
trust, openness, respect and real curiosity.
This kind of dialogue fuels the spirit and
energy needed to move forward toward
common goals.

We all want what is best for our children,
and it is urgent that we have conversations
about the direction we take to prepare them
for a promising future … theirs and ours.

Alexandria City Public Schools recently
hosted a screening of the Race to Nowhere
documentary. Nearly 300 people attended
along with co-sponsors, the Alexandria PTA
Council and ASCD. The film reveals an is-
sue that has widespread effect on our
children’s health, growth, and learning: In

some communities, we have reached a satu-
ration point in the amount of work, study,
and practice our students can do and the
amount of content knowledge they can un-
derstand.

I recently proposed to the ACPS School
Board that we extend the school day and
calendar year next school year. This ex-
panded time for students and teachers is
important in addressing the diverse needs
of the whole child. We do not want students
to be laden with increased worksheets and
empty seat time; rather, they will have
broader opportunities, more individual time
with teachers, new ways of learning; and
teachers will have more flexibility in how
they instruct students. If approved, the ex-
panded calendar will stretch the school year
to include more professional learning days
and reduce the amount of time teachers
spend out of class.

I welcome dialogue with the students,
parents, staff and the community about how
to structure expanded time in school. Time
is only one variable to achieving increasing
success in our schools; I believe it will make
a significant difference in conjunction with
the other strategies we have implemented.
As we work together to put the needs of
our children first, we have an opportunity
now to even better connect the pieces of
our transformation as we go from good to
great.

Courageous Conversations: It’s about Time
Commentary
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Opinion

From Page 12

See Letters,  Page 24

Letters to the Editor

pose their own legitimate questions.
Please be civil and engage in thoughtful dis-
cussion.

Finally, I would note that a good number
of the leaders of this “Coalition” (Inta Malis,
vice chair (Arlington); Dan Maller, secre-
tary-treasurer (Falls Church) represent ar-
eas outside of Alexandria. Exactly how
many members of the “Coalition” live and
work in our town? It would be wise for our
City Council to heed the advice and coun-
sel of Alexandria businesses and residents,
rather than the professional lobbying efforts
of outside parties.

Bud Miller
Alexandria

Author’s note: The above comments do
not represent the position of any organiza-
tion with for which I have worked or am
currently working for.

Improving
Metro Security
To the Editor:

Metro adopted a random bag search
policy and some riders are questioning the
constitutionality and the effectiveness of
this policy. The transit police, on the other
hand, support the policy of conducting ran-
dom bag searches for explosives.

“No one refused them and so far the feed-
back has been positive,” said Metro’s Tran-
sit Police Deputy Chief Ron Pavlik at a pub-
lic comment meeting held at Metro head-
quarters on Jan. 3.

When the program started in December,
Braddock Station was among the stations

By Del. David Englin

State Delegate (D-45)

Vice Chairman, House Democratic

Caucus

W
ith the first full week of this
year’s General Assembly
session behind us, spurring
job creation and strengthen-

ing Virginia’s economy continue to be bi-
partisan priorities. Fortunately, Virginia has
a tried and true model for economic suc-
cess that positioned the Commonwealth to

weather the Great Reces-
sion far better than most:
Invest in people and infra-
structure. Unfortunately,
the General Assembly’s fail-

ure to take a balanced approach to state
finances is causing that proven model to
unravel. On the infrastructure front, much
has been written and reported about the
General Assembly’s ongoing failure to come
up with the $1 billion per year for the next
25 years necessary for transportation to
protect and improve quality of life and busi-
ness. However, there has been less discus-
sion about the threats to public schools and
our colleges and universities, which are our

primary investments in people.
While Virginia’s “cuts only” approach to

balancing the budget has largely — although
not entirely — spared massive cuts to pub-
lic schools, Virginia’s higher education sys-
tem has borne disproportionate cuts, forc-
ing schools to hike tuition and enroll fewer
in-state students. This threatens the pipe-
line of highly educated employees needed
to grow our economy. In response, the Vir-
ginia Business Higher Education Council
announced its “Grow by Degrees” campaign
to improve access to higher education and
ensure Virginians can earn 100,000 addi-
tional high-quality degrees over the next 15
years. This has near unanimous bipartisan
support in the General Assembly and Con-
gress, and Governor McDonnell’s budget this
year includes a $50 million down payment
to help restore a small piece of past cuts to
higher education.

However, at the same time he is taking a
small step in the right direction on higher
education, Governor McDonnell has pro-
posed major steps backward that would
undermine Virginia’s public schools. First
he proposed taking $150 million from the
general fund — money that currently goes
to education, public safety, and human ser-

vices — for a plan that includes a taxpayer-
funded bailout of private corporations that
failed to secure Wall Street financing for the
I-95/395 HOT Lanes project. Then he pro-
posed diverting a portion of sales tax rev-
enue from public education to paving roads.
Now he is compounding these attacks on
public education with a plan to give tax
breaks for businesses that invest in private
schools. To be clear, I have nothing against
the private and religious schools that pro-
vide a great education to many in our com-
munity. However, this proposal would very
directly divert tax dollars from public
schools to private schools, undermining
Virginia’s primary investment in our people.

Despite the evidence that our economy
and our entire society benefits when we
have a world-class education system, the
cold reality is that die-hard anti-taxers who
control the Republican majority in the
House of Delegates make strengthening our
public investment in education very diffi-
cult. However, my proposal to expand ac-
cess to college through a Commonwealth
Scholars Program and Investment Fund is
gaining some traction, even among staunch
conservative Republicans. Under this inno-
vative plan, money from private investors

would create a fund to offer full-tuition col-
lege scholarships. Scholarship recipients
would agree to pay back into the fund a
small, fixed percentage of their annual in-
come, however high or low that income may
be, for a fixed number of years after gradu-
ation. The strong and predictable average
income growth that results from a college
degree would produce growth in the fund,
some of which would be returned to the
investors, and some of which would expand
the number of scholarships over time. Un-
less the General Assembly is willing to make
massive, sustained investments in higher
education, it will be next to impossible to
achieve 100,000 additional high-quality
college degrees over the next 15 years with-
out this kind of innovative approach.

As the General Assembly session
progresses, I will continue working to pro-
tect our existing investments in people and
infrastructure, and I will continue working
on innovative ways to strengthen those in-
vestments for the future. If you have any feed-
back on these ideas, or any other legislation
before the General Assembly, please contact
me at DelDEnglin@house.virginia.gov or
703-549-3203. Thanks for the opportunity
to serve.

For Economic Success, Invest in People, Infrastructure

randomly selected for the bag search. Tables
were setup and the officers randomly se-
lected bags to test for explosive materials.
Officers tested the bags with a gauze type
wand moving it across the outside of the
bag. If hazardous materials are detected,
bomb sniffing dogs are then brought in.
Riders who refuse the search are not ar-
rested, but are required to leave the sta-
tion.

Johnny Barnes of the ACLU of the Na-
tional Capital Area said: “When you weigh
this illusion of safety and security against
the potential invasion of privacy and the
intrusion into our lives it doesn’t seem to
stand up.”

But it stood up in New York when some
riders took the program to court in 2006.
The Second Circuit Court of Appeals held
that the program served the special need
doctrine of preventing terrorist attack on
the subway. Judge Chester J. Straub’s con-
siderations included plots to bomb the
NYC’s subway and bombings of public trans-
portation systems that already occurred in
Madrid, Moscow and London.

So. Does a show of force or a random now
and then bag search table setup staffed with
transit police make the system safer?
Commonsense informs me that a compre-
hensive safety policy which assigns transit
and jurisdiction police (plain cloths and/or
uniform officers) and marshals throughout
the system on a daily basis would be more
effective than a from-time-to-time show of
force policy. Establishing everyday check-
points inside and outside stations and in
parking lots would be more effective than
a now and then show of force.

Lillian J. White
Alexandria

Everyday Metro Rider

Richmond

Report

Need Transit
Not Traffic
To the Editor:

The McDonnell/Cuccinelli Administration
is out off touch with Virginia values when
it comes to our roads. Virginia values real
solutions that improve our commutes not
more of the same failed policies. All the
governor has talked about is roads. Well I
invite the governor to try and commute in
Northern Virginia on the roads during rush
hour. In short, it sucks. As a state we need
to move off this theory that building more
roads will fix the problem. We have tried
that for 50 years and it has failed. We need
the governor to take action and build more
public transit. Not only will people have the
ability to move around the region without
having to drive but also those who must
drive have fewer people on the road. Ev-
eryone wins. Well almost everyone, the road
building companies that poured millions
into the campaigns of McDonnell and
Cuccinelli will lose out.

Vasiliy Kisunko
Conservation Campaign Coordinator

Sierra Cub- Virginia Chapter
Alexandria

Underscores Value
Of School Vouchers
To the Editor:

Mayor Euille is always good for a memo-
rable bon mot, even if a non sequitur, such
as his “Some parents are just not ready to
have their kids in an integrated environ-
ment even today” to explain whites’ under-

representation and minorities over-repre-
sentation in Alexandria’s under-performing
schools because white families are likelier
to send their children to private schools.
Meanwhile Alexandria’s school board is
considering lengthening the school day and
year as if children in Alexandria take longer
to learn any given concept than their coun-
terparts in Fairfax County or Alexandria’s
teachers take longer to teach the same con-
cept than Fairfax’s teachers. It must be that
Alexandria’s teachers talk slower than their
Fairfax County counterparts. Or maybe
Alexandria’s teachers prefer teaching via
time-consuming avant garde methods like
Lego-blocks instead of the 3 Rs. Instead of
Superintendent Sherman’s fancy consult-
ants, why not study and replicate our Fairfax
and Arlington County neighbors’ best prac-
tices. Or do Fairfax and Arlington schools
have a covert conspiracy to bolster their
minority achievement scores by shuffling
their under-performing minority students
off to Alexandria? Whites are over-repre-
sented in private schools because whites
usually have higher income and are better
able to afford to send their children to pri-
vate schools. Were Alexandria to offer all
parents school vouchers, many more mi-
norities would opt for private schools. The
largest group of private schools is affiliated
with the Catholic church. In a country where
only 5 percent of blacks are Catholic, but
20 percent of whites are, no one should be
surprised at that numerically larger block
of whites opting for private schools where
their children learn Catholic morality rather
than how to put condoms on cucumbers as
they teach in some public schools. Were
Alexandria’s schools to do Prince William
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6”–12’)

Evergreen Magnolias, Hollies,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

Rhododendrons,
Crape Myrtle, Redbuds

9:00–5:00 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
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Much More
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Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Spring is in theSpring is in the
GreenhouseGreenhouse

Citrus, CyclamenCitrus, CyclamenCitrus, Cyclamen
& Amaryllis& Amaryllis& Amaryllis

50% OFF

Ends Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28th

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Dinner for Two
(Just $49.99 Per Couple)
Dinner for Two
(Just $49.99 Per Couple)

ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP AND CATERING COMPANY

703.578.4144
or e-mail: alexandriapastry@comcast.net

All orders must be placed by 2 p.m. on
Saturday, February 12. Orders can be picked up

on Monday, February 14, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

♥

Valentine’s Day
Dinner for Two

Celebrate a Romantic Dinner
with the one you love and leave the cooking to us!

We also have: Heart-shaped cookies and cakes, petits fours,
truffles, triple-dipped strawberries, gift baskets and XOXO cookies.

CHOOSE SOUP OR SALAD from the following

  Boston Bibb Salad with Creamy Italian Dressing

 Red Pepper Soup

 Caesar Salad

CHOOSE A DELICIOUS ENTRéE from the following

  Beef Tenderloin with Scalloped Potatoes, Broccoli, and

topped with Onion Rings and a Pepper Sauce

 Chicken Breast Stuffed with Sun-dried Tomato, Basil,

Mozzarella Cheese and Roasted Asparagus

 Grilled Salmon and Shrimp with Grilled Asparagus

and Fingerling Potatoes with a Lemon Garlic Sauce

CHOOSE TWO HEART-SHAPED PASTRIES

  Raspberry Marquis

 Petit Four (Lemon Poppy Seed)

 Chocolate Ganache (Truffle with Raspberry Glaze)

  Raspberry White Chocolate

From Page 7

From Page 7

News

❖ Alexandria City Hall 301 King
St.

❖ Charles Beatley Central Li-
brary, 5005 Duke St.

❖ Charles Houston Recreation
Center, 901 Wythe St.

❖ William Ramsay Recreation
Center, 5650 Sanger Ave.

❖ Mount Vernon Recreation
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.

❖ Cora Kelly Recreation Center,
25 W Reed Ave

❖ Charles Barrett Recreation
Center, 1115 Martha Custis Drive

❖ Patrick Henry Recreation Cen-
ter, 4643 Taney Ave.

❖ Chinquapin Park Recreation
Center, 3210 King St.

❖ Nannie J. Lee Recreation Cen-
ter 1108 Jefferson St.

If a box is full or for bulk collec-
tion of 50 or more pairs of shoes,
contact Laverne Short at 703-746-
5503 or 571-338-7520.

Meeting on Jones Point Park
The first meeting of the Community Liaison Information Group on

Jones Point Park Construction will be held Thursday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m. at
the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. The purpose of the meeting is to
allow for liaison members and the general public to ask questions and
to be briefed on ongoing Jones Point Park construction activities. The
meeting is open to the public and will include representatives from the
project’s managing parties — VDOT and the National Park Service —
as well as staff from the City of Alexandria.

catch him fleeing the scene.”

LIKE ANY OTHER group of criminals, bank rob-
bers come from a variety of backgrounds. One noto-
rious suspect sported a gray fedora, a sharp
trenchcoat and designer shoes during a 2007 rob-
bery of the Virginia Commerce Bank on King Street.
In another case, a bank robber later admitted that
he needed the money to pay a lawyer because he
had been accused of stealing a car. In the vast major-
ity of cases, federal statistics show, the crime is as
simple as slipping a note to the teller demanding
money.

“Don’t believe what you see on television,” said
Randy Benarick, director of security at Burke and
Herbert Bank. “Most of the time, you won’t even
know a bank robbery is going on.”

During their training exercises, tellers are in-
structed to avoid discussing details about what hap-
pened with each other until investigators arrive. This
prevents memories from being tainted by the per-
ceptions of others. Benarick said he tells the tellers
to make eye contact with the criminal, a subtle bit of

psychology that gives the impression that the bank
is in control of the situation. Sometimes, robbers are
stopped by what bankers call a “man trap” in which
a series of double doors at the entrance lock the crimi-
nal inside until the police arrive. Johnson acknowl-
edged bankers have a couple other tricks that she
declined to share.

“They’re industry secrets,” she said. “Most of time
our efforts are directed at getting the bank robber
out the door without anyone getting hurt.”

THOSE WHO ARE caught could face federal or
state prosecution, depending on the facts in the case.
In some cases, making the determination between
which prosecutors will take a case could come down
to which detectives caught the suspect. In other cases,
a suspect’s criminal history could come into play.
Sengel said his negotiation with the feds often boils
down to which scenario would result in the longest
potential prison sentence.

“Who gets the biggest bang for the buck?” he asked.
“From our point of view in terms of presenting evi-
dence in court, it isn’t much different than any other
kind of robbery except for the forensic evidence in-
volved.”

Getting Away With It

News Briefs

       Neighborhood

Taylor Run
MONEY FOR CHILDREN’S
Despite the sub-freezing tem-

perature, Shooters Hill Ecumeni-
cal Carolers turned out happily on
St. Stephen’s Day, singing and col-
lection donations for Children’s
Hospital, as they have done for 45
years. The total collected was
$1,149.

Rachel Gibson Hunt, one of the
original small singers all those
years ago, led the group this year,
which included her sons Wyatt
and Gabriel Qualiana.

The Swindell children — Amy,
Holden, and Nathaniel — followed
the lead of their father Richard as
they sang.

Nathaniel Hunt, one of the origi-
nal young carolers, turned up this
year with daughter Dakota Kelso
Hunt and her friend Abigail
Adams.

Richard Bussey sang loyally al-
though we all missed his daugh-
ter Rachel. After caroling all re-
turned to 310 Park Road to eat a
really filling potluck dinner.

— Lois Kelso Hunt
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People

Young Actors Take to the Little Theatre of Alexandria Stage
From Page 8

as part of the latest LTA musical produc-
tion.

“This was a big commitment,” said
Joseph’s father Dwayne. “There was a lot
of homework getting done in the car dur-
ing the drive to rehearsals every night.”

More than 100 young thespians from
throughout the region auditioned for the
show last September, with 12-year-old Al-
exandria resident James Woods landing the
title role of Oliver Twist.

“I felt really great about the show to-
night,” said the sixth-grader at Stratford
Landing Elementary School. “This was a
really fun cast to work with and after all
the rehearsals, I was really more nervous
than scared.”

Ben Cherington, a seventh-grader at Lake

Braddock Secondary School, plays The Art-
ful Dodger.

“I felt really confident tonight,”
Cherington said. “It was a great cast and I
really liked working with the other kids.”

The production is a family affair for Nicky
McDonnell, who returns to the LTA stage
with her son Joe, and Michael Schlesinger,
who performs with his 11-year-old daugh-
ter Hannah.

“I’ve never had an acting experience like
here at LTA,” the elder Schlesinger said.
“Hannah said, ‘Dad, I really want to do this!’
so we found a way to make it happen. It
was a huge commitment and sacrifice but
has been the most incredible father-daugh-
ter experience.”

Both parents and young cast members
alike had nothing but praise for the LTA cast

and crew, with particular mention being
made of Mike Baker, a seven-time Emmy-
award winning TV host and producer who
plays Fagin in the show.

“Mike is so gentle with the kids,”
Schlesinger said. “He is a great teacher and
mentor and everyone loved working with
him.”

Machosky agreed.
“‘Mr. Mike’ was Joseph’s favorite,”

Machosky said. “He really watched after all
the kids. I am so glad Joseph had such a
great role model to follow, especially for his
first acting experience.”

No opening night would be complete
without LTA legend Ernie Sult in his cus-
tomary tux congratulating the cast after the
show.

“What an incredible performance,” said

Sult, who first joined LTA in 1942 and has
not missed an opening night — either as a
performer or member of the audience —
for 69 years. “These kids were truly amaz-
ing.”

Woods, who is appearing in his fourth
production at LTA, was pleased with the
opening night performance.

“It went really good,” Woods said. “No-
body messed up and the audience was awe-
some. They laughed at every joke and
clapped a lot and made everyone on stage
feel great.”

As the opening night festivities wound
down, the young Machosky was still in awe
at the magical atmosphere of the evening.

“I can’t describe what this has meant to
him,” said his mother. “It has been the ex-
perience of a lifetime for Joseph and for all
of us.”

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he artistic creations of more than
600 Alexandria City Public
School students were on display
at T.C. Williams High School Jan.

16 for the 2011 PTA Reflections Arts Festi-
val and awards ceremony.

With a theme of “Together We Can,” pre-
school through 12th grade students submit-
ted works of art in six areas: Dance chore-
ography, film production, literature, musi-
cal composition, photography and the vi-
sual arts, which included drawing, paint-
ing, print making and collage.

 “These kids have a lot to say,” said Alex-
andria PTA Reflections chair Nancy Jairrels.
“This gives them an opportunity to say it.”

The works of 22 students were recognized
for “Outstanding Interpretation of Theme”
and have moved on to District Level com-
petition against students from Fairfax and
Arlington counties.  Those winners will be
announced at the end of the month.

ACPS students Marcela Estrada and Leslie
Carr performed their winning entries for the
crowd, which included City Council mem-
bers Del Pepper and Rob Krupicka.

 “‘Together We Can’ inspired some very
creative work from the students” Jairrels
said. “We’re very proud of all of the entries
and are already looking forward to next
year’s theme of ‘Diversity.’”

Arts Festival Winners
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
Film Production
Primary - Kyra Murphy, 1st grade, MacArthur

Elementary School
Intermediate - Declan Murphy, 3rd grade,

MacArthur Elementary School
Middle - Natalie Presley , 8th grade,

Hammond Middle School
Literature
Primary - Anna Hill, 2nd grade, Maury Elemen-

tary School

Intermediate - Isabelle Brocato, 5th grade,
Lyles Crouch Elementary School

Middle - Nina Marshall, 7th grade, Hammond
Middle School

Music Composition
Primary - Monique Grant-Olsson, 1st grade,

Mt. Vernon Community School
Intermediate - Leslie Carr, 4th grade, Mt.

Vernon Community School
Photography
Primary - Christopher Alers, 1st grade, Mt.

Vernon Community School (tie)
Primary - McKenzie Hibshman, kindergar-

ten, MacArthur Elementary School (tie)
Intermediate - Ethan Reynolds, 3rd grade,

MacArthur Elementary School
Intermediate - Ana Humphrey, 4th grade,

Maury Elementary School
Middle - Margaret Chamberlain, 7th grade,

Hammond Middle School
Visual Arts
Primary - Angie Murillo, 1st grade, Polk El-

ementary School (tie)
Primary - Mia Humphrey, 2nd grade, Maury

Elementary School (tie)
Intermediate - Sophie Lubold, 3rd grade, Mt.

Vernon Community School
Middle - Ambriel Hurst, 7th grade, Jefferson

Houston School

AWARDS OF MERIT
Literature
Primary - Keziah Buford, 2nd grade, Polk El-

ementary School (tied)
Primary - Rachel Simmons, 2nd grade,

George Mason Elementary School (tied)
Intermediate - Catherine Daly, 5th grade,

Maury Elementary School
Photography
Primary - Catherine Quidas, 2nd grade, Polk

Elementary School
Intermediate - Toby Berman, 5th grade,

Barrett Elementary School
Visual Arts
Primary - Riley Bucholz , 2nd grade,

MacArthur Elementary School
Intermediate - Ian Hansenvik, 3rd grade, Polk

Elementary School
Middle - Sibgha Sibgha, 5th grade, Hammond

Middle School

HONORABLE MENTION
Literature
Primary - Selena Alvarenga, 1st grade, Mt.

Vernon Community School
Intermediate - Caroline Schie, 3rd grade, Polk

Elementary School
Intermediate - Caroline Simmons, 4th grade,

George Mason Elementary School

Intermediate - Kelsey Wright, 5th grade,
MacArthur Elementary School

Intermediate - Mary McCoy, 5th grade, Mt.
Vernon Community School

Photography
Intermediate - Anthony Corbin Jr., 3rd grade,

Polk Elementary School
Intermediate - Sabrina Reyes, 3rd grade, Mt.

Vernon Community School
Visual Arts
Primary - Anne Belevetz, kindergarten, Lyles

Crouch Elementary School
Primary - Kirin Mackey, 2nd grade, George

‘Together We Can’
PTA Reflections work celebrated.

Mason Elementary School
Primary - Isabel Metzler, 2nd grade, Barrett

Elementary School
Intermediate - Narisse King, 5th grade,

Jefferson Houston School
Intermediate - Lila Arnold, 3rd grade, George

Mason Elementary School
Intermediate - Piper Bucholz, 4th grade,

MacArthur Elementary School
Intermediate - Foster Belevetz, 3rd grade,

Lyles Crouch Elementary School
Intermediate - Caroline Keir, 3rd grade,

Barrett Elementary School

Flavia Tommasi and her granddaughter
Catherine Quidas, a second-grade student at
Polk Elementary, in front of Quidas’  photogra-
phy work that earned an Award of Merit in the
intermediate division.

Marcela Estrada, a
fourth-grade student
at James K. Polk
Elementary, performs
her dance routine
that earned Outstand-
ing Interpretation of
Theme honors in
choreography.

Six-year-old Angie
Murillo, a first
grader at Polk El-
ementary, receives
the Outstanding
Interpretation of
Theme award in the
visual arts primary
division.

Mount Vernon Com-
munity School fourth-
grader Leslie Carr
performs her music
composition that
earned an Award of
Excellence in the
intermediate divi-
sion.

Elizabeth Rakis, a second-
grade student at Lyles-
Crouch, with her photo-
graph that won Outstand-
ing Interpretation of
Theme in the primary
division.
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Theater

Moretti directs “Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas.”

Where and When
The Dominion Stage production of “The Best

Little Whorehouse in Texas” plays in Theatre One
of the Gunston Arts Center, 2700 South Lang
Street, through Jan. 29. Performances are Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15. Call  571-
377-4697 or log on to www.dominionstage.org

By Brad Hathaway

The Connection

T
here has always been a big difference be-
tween the gaiety of the first act and the som-
berness of the second (or at least the second

half of the second act) of the musical “The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas” which Dominion Stage is pre-
senting at the Gunston Arts Center through Jan. 29.
Director David M. Moretti’s approach to the musical
even emphasizes that difference. His treatment of
the darker, more sentimental parts at the end bring
the piece to life for the first time with emotional per-

formances by Amy Basha as Miss Mona,
the madam who doesn’t like being
called a madam, and Chris Gillespie as
the sheriff forced by political pressures

to put her and her “ladies” out of business.
Things start out chipper enough with rousing cho-

rus numbers like “A Li’l Ole Bitty Pissant Country
Place,” “Texas Has a Whorehouse In It!” and “The
Aggie Song” as well as the soul number “Twenty Four
Hours of Lovin’” that Rikki Howie belts out. Basha’s
early number “Girl You’re A Woman” is the first touch
of sentimentality as Miss Mona gives some advice to
help a young recruit to the business make the transi-
tion to her new life. Script writers Larry L. King and
Peter Masterson avoided letting the audience pon-
der this song that tells a young girl that her entry
into prostitution is “her lucky day” by quick cutting
to the farcical, over-the-top storyline of a television
exposé program hosted by a scandal-mongering self-
promoter played with a touch of manic energy by
Michael Hasmir.

The second act opens with another farcical sub-
plot in the form of a single high-energy comic song,
“The Sidestep.” The number is a mock press confer-
ence in which the Governor of Texas, played for high
comedy by Peter Halverson, manages to not answer
a single question from the press corp attempting to
get him to take a position on the scandalous situa-
tion of the presence of a whorehouse in the lone star
state. With claims that the high rate of unemploy-
ment is caused by people being out of work, and the
answer to the problems in the middle east is for the
Arabs and the Jews to settle their difference like good
Christians, the Governor sidesteps the issue of Miss
Mona’s “Chicken Ranch.”

Amy Basha as Miss Mona and her “ladies” in Dominion Stage’s “The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas.”

Up until this point, the production proceeds song-by-song with some
nice choreography by Ivan Davilla sending the spirited cast bouncing
about Moretti’s colorful set to the beat of J. Michael D’Haviland’s solid
if slightly restrained orchestra. Each element seems fine on its own,
but it doesn’t catch fire. Then, once all the high-energy, big chorus
numbers have been performed, the team of Basha and Gillespie take
the production over and ignite some fire in the angst their characters
are experiencing as Gillespie’s duty as the sheriff brings to an end the
relationship both of their characters obviously treasure.

It begins when Basha is joined by Howie and “the girls” for the soul-
searching “No Lies.” Almost as touching is Gillespie’s “Good Old Girl.”
Then the troupe of “Miss Mona’s Ladies” dig into “Hard Candy Christ-
mas” as each faces unemployment for the holidays.

Basha tops it all off with a solo spot number, “Bus from Amarillo” as
reality closes in on the venerable whorehouse that has operated since
the days of Teddy Roosevelt and the Spanish American War and earned
the nickname “Chicken Ranch” during the great depression when the
customers couldn’t pay cash but could bring a chicken in payment.

Through these final four songs, the characters transform from musi-
cal comedy stick figures to flesh-and-blood people who struggled to

make a living and formed emotional connections.
Moretti lets the emotional content of the material
resonate.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia, Wash-
ington and Maryland as well as Broadway and writes
about theater for a number of national magazines. He
welcomes feedback from those he writes about and those
he writes for. He can be reached at brad.hathaway@
verizon.net.

Miss Mona’s Ladies Take Gunston Stage
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The razzle-dazzle production of “Chi-
cago” propelled the Little Theatre of Alex-
andria to 15 nominations as the Washing-
ton Area Theatre Community Honors an-
nounced the nominees for the 2010
WATCH Awards Jan. 16 at the Birchmere
Music Hall.

Last year’s production of the Kander and
Ebb musical garnered 10 nominations, in-
cluding Outstanding Musical and Out-
standing Lead Actress in a Musical for both
Bethany Blakey and Jordan Hougham for
their performances as Velma Kelly and
Roxie Hart.

“We had an incredible cast and crew for

that production,” said Eddie Page, one of the
producers for the show. “It’s exciting to see so
many nominations both for “Chicago” and for
LTA.”

Andy Izquierdo was nominated as Out-
standing Lead Actor in a Musical for his role
as Billy Flynn while Jon Keeling got the nod
in the Outstanding Featured Actor in a Musi-
cal category for his performance as Amos Hart.

LTA’s production of the Noel Coward play
“Nude With Violin” received four nominations
while Oscar Wilde’s “Lady Windermere’s Fan”
received three.

Adding to the LTA tally was the award-win-
ning team of Ken and Patti Crowley, who were

nominated for Outstanding Light Design in a
Musical for “Chicago” and Outstanding Light
Design in a Play for “Play It Again, Sam.”

LTA Nominations
“Chicago”
❖ Outstanding Choreography, Amy Carson
❖ Outstanding Direction of a Musical, Susan Devine
❖ Outstanding Featured Actor in a Musical, Jon Keel-
ing as “Amos Hart”
❖ Outstanding Lead Actor in a Musical, Andy
Izquierdo as “Billy Flynn”
❖ Outstanding Lead Actress in a Musical, Bethany
Blakey as “Velma Kelly”
❖ Outstanding Lead Actress in a Musical, Jordan
Hougham as “Roxie Hart”

❖ Outstanding Light Design in a Musical, Ken &
Patti Crowley
❖ Outstanding Music Direction, Paul Nasto
Outstanding Musical
❖ Outstanding Properties in a Musical, Betty
Dolan & Leslie Reed
“Lady Windermere’s Fan”
❖ Outstanding Costume Design in a Play, Kathy
Dodson & Chris Macey
Outstanding Hair Design in a Play, Paul Morton
“Nude With Violin”
❖ Outstanding Properties in a Play, Phillip
Campbell & Patty Greksouk
❖ Outstanding Set Decoration in a Play, Russell
Wyland
❖ Outstanding Set Painting in a Play, Buffy
Mechling
“Play It Again, Sam”
❖ Outstanding Light Design in a Play, Ken & Patti
Crowley

And All That Jazz LTA earns WATCH award nods.

— Jeanne Theismann
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Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

More Fun than a Fortune Cookie
The Wanderer knows that San Fran has the biggest celebration of Chinese

New Year outside Asia. But, he is hoping to rouse the competitive spirit in his

hometown. He has high expectations for The Year of The Rabbit and cannot

wait to see you soon with chopsticks in hand! This could be your lucky year.

A HOS CHINESE

Ho’s aims to please—for years they

have been serving up Chinese food for

the neighborhood. Simple atmosphere,

friendly service, and carryout.

1707 Centre Plaza, 703.931.9779,

hoschinesecarryout.com

B ORIENTAL STAR

A favorite with vegetarians and vegans!

Chinese and Thai dishes made from the

finest ingredients and no MSG with

meat substitutes for practically every

dish on the menu. A comfortable,

friendly place that serves lunch and

dinner offering carryout and delivery.

3221 Duke Street, 703.370.4100,

orientalstarva.com

C ASIAN BISTRO

An enormous array of options from

Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, China,

Malaysia and Indonesia.

Lunch, dinner, and carryout.

809 King Street, 703.836.1515,

abistro.com

D SOUTH CHINA RESTAURANT

Specializing ingenerous portions of

Chinese favorites and delicious

Malaysian curries. A carry-out restaurant

with delivery and online ordering.

1302 Mount Vernon Ave, 703.549.5099,

southchinatogo.com

E GOLDEN DRAGON

You will find them in the Bradlee Center

for lunch and dinner, or choose

their delivery. They have a large menu

featuring Chinese and Japanese dishes.

3616 King Street, 703.575.8079

F SHANGHAI PEKING

The new kids on the block, but already

getting rave reviews. A Chinese restaurant

with delivery, specializing in Peking,

Hunan and Szechuan cuisine that uses

100% vegetable oil, no MSG and feature

vegan and healthy diet options.

506 North Henry Street, 703.739.2211,

shanghaipeking.com

G MAY ISLAND

If you are longing for springtime their

website with fluttering cherry blossom

petals will certainly take you there.

If you are hungry choose from Chinese

and Japanese specialties served in the

restaurant or carry-out.

1669 North Quaker Lane,

703.575.4455, mayisland1.com

H ASIAN WOK CAFE

This familiar little building with the

green roof and the bright red sign is a

great spot for traditional and vegetarian

Chinese food. They offer delivery and

have an outdoor seating area.

828 North Washington Street,

703.837.8811

Happy New Year
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703-379-5800

3610 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

Experience Color as Complex & Alluring as Nature Itself...

The Preferred Architectural Coating
of Designers – Exclusively at

1 per customer with coupon. Expires 2/28/11

• Luxurious Handcrafted Color
• Environmentally Friendly Low VOC

FREE
• Sample Pint C2 LoVo
• In-store Color Consultation

Price does not include taxes, gratuity, or alcohol
Full dinner menu also available

Ample FREE parking

Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day
Monday

February 14th, 2011
5:00pm - 9:30pm

$45.00
Per

Couple

703-548-1616
734 North Saint Asaph Street •Alexandria, Virginia 22314

DINNER SPECIALS:
Filet Mignon with a Red Wine Sauce
Prime Rib with Au Jus
Grilled Salmon Steak with Lemon Butter Sauce
Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes with Tartar Sauce
Broiled Red Snapper with a Mediterranean Sauce

RESERVATIONS WELCOMED

PRICE INCLUDES:
2 Salads

2 Entrees from Our Specials Menu
Dessert to Share

Soda, Tea or Coffee
Champagne, Wine & Cocktail

Specials Also Available

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
www.trattoriadafranco.com

Reserve now for

Opera Night
January 30
Dinner & Wine

Included
Gift Certificates

Available

Opera Night
Come join us for Opera Night at Trattoria da
Franco. Dine on a traditional Italian meal while
enjoying live opera performances featuring
selections from Verdi, Beethoven, Leoncavello,
Puccini, Bizet & Strauss. Your evening will
include dinner, wine and an opportunity to met
the artists. Mark your calendar for the last
Sunday of every month. Call for reservations.

Live Opera…
Every Month

Jazz Wednesday Nights with
Bob Williams on the piano

Notes from the Producer
By Carolyn Griffin

Producing Artistic Director,

MetroStage

I
t has become a tradition at
MetroStage. Every January we
open a show featuring an amaz-

ing cast, telling an amazing story,
featuring and celebrating African
American artists from our collective
history. And did I mention the incred-
ible music and gifted musicians on
our stage? This season is no excep-
tion. Miss Ethel Waters, one of the
most acclaimed blues, jazz and gos-
pel singers, is being featured in the
play entitled “His Eye is on the Spar-
row,” her favorite gospel song and
the title of her autobiography.

WATERS LED  an extraordinary
life, born at the turn of the century to a 13-year-old
mother, living under impoverished conditions, and
traveling the vaudeville circuit, performing at the Cot-
ton Club in Harlem and, at one point, becoming the
highest paid performer on Broadway. She was one
of the most influential jazz and blues singers of her
time and an actor earning great acclaim on Broad-
way, film and television. She was nominated for an
Emmy, an Academy Award, received a Drama Critics
Award, and introduced
some of the most famous
songs of the era: “Stormy
Weather” by Harold Arlen
and “Supper Time” by
Irving Berlin.

MetroStage favorite
Bernardine Mitchell re-
turns to our stage as Ethel
Waters. Our patrons
know Miss Mitchell from
her Award-winning por-
trayal in “Mahalia” and
also her role in “Three Sistahs.” She lives in Atlanta
but considers Alexandria and MetroStage her sec-
ond home. William Knowles will accompany her on
the piano. Knowles is also well known to MetroStage
audiences, most recently, as composer and conduc-
tor for “Cool Papa’s Party,” for which he won a Helen
Hayes Award for Outstanding Music Direction.

In addition, we will be introducing to our stage
Mary Millben, an Alexandria actor who will be play-
ing Ethel Waters in select performances. Miss Millben

has an impressive resume,
having appeared at Arena
Stage in “Crowns” and “So-
phisticated Ladies” with
Maurice Hines (another fa-
vorite here at MetroStage),
and has also performed at
the White House, the 2008
Kennedy Center Honors,
the XLIII Super Bowl, the
Congressional Black Cau-
cus, and Obama’s Lincoln
Memorial inaugural con-
cert.  She is another excep-
tional talent we are pleased
to introduce to our audi-
ences.

The stories and history of
the African American artist
in the first half of the 20th
century are part of our mis-

sion here at MetroStage. In past seasons we have
featured Alberta Hunter, Bricktop, Mabel Mercer,
Pearl Bailey, Nat King Cole and Duke Ellington, to
name a few. First and foremost, the music and their
journeys are important for future generations to un-
derstand and appreciate, and the entertainment value
from the stage is unsurpassed. We believe it is im-
portant to share this work, entertain our audiences,
and honor the ground-breaking artists whose stories
we are telling and whose music we are singing.

OFTENTIMES
WE will have
three generations
in our audience: a
grandmother who
grew up with these
artists and their
music, a daughter
who had always
heard the stories
and a grandchild

to be introduced to the era and the music. In fact,
my 9-year-old granddaughter, Annalise, still sings
“Baby Its Cold Outside” from our “Pearl Bailey … By
Request,” and had an opportunity to interview Miss
Mitchell when she was here playing “Mahalia” for a
school report. Theatre is to entertain, enlighten and
enrich. These stories, these artists, and the actors on
our stage accomplish all of the above, and we are
proud to present this work on our stage during our
celebration of Black History Month and beyond.

.

NOW THROUGH MARCH 20
“His Eye is on the Sparrow.” A portrait of the trailblazing

jazz singer Ethel Waters. Performances are Jan. 26-March
20, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8 p.m.; Saturday at
3 and 8 p.m.; Sunday at 3 and 7 p.m. Tickets are $45-50
(students $25). TKTS 800-494-8497/www.metrostage.org,
Groups/Info 703-548-9044. At MetroStage, 1201 North
Royal St. Alexandria.  Fully accessible, free parking. Also
Pay What You Can performance is Wednesday, Jan. 26 at 8
p.m. Box office opens one hour before the show. $10
minimum requested.

Bernardine Mitchell returns to
the stage as Ethel Waters.
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Dave Lloyd & Associates
703-593-3204

www.davelloyd.net

Alexandria City $769,900
Walk to Metro

This renovated and substantially expanded
Rosemont Park Bungalow with detached
garage and 2-story addition blends 1918 period
charm with today’s modern amenities. Enjoy
the high-end granite kitchen with island that
opens to the dining room & family room addi-
tion, family room with brand new bookshelves
surrounding the FP and French doors that opens
onto the backyard deck, formal LR, elegant
crown moldings, hardwoods throughout, 2.5

remodeled BA’s plus a main level powder room, 4 upper level BR’s including a true master
retreat with expansive closets, top-notch en-suite bath & balcony, and a young roof with new
systems throughout completes the package. Nestled on a delightful garden lot in the heart of
Rosemont yet within easy walking distance to both the Braddock Rd. & King St. Metro sta-
tions and several popular shops, restaurants, and cafés. 105 E. Maple Street.
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www.connectionnewspapers.com

Reach Your Community
You Can Have a Successful
Advertising Program that

Your Advertising Budget.
FitsInto

703-778-9410

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries

See Winter Fun,  Page 23

NOW THROUGH MARCH 16
Shakespeare Shenanigans!

Wednesdays 11:30-1 p.m. At the
Little Theatre of Alexandria in Old
Town. Geared for the older adult,
participants will discuss, read, and
perform scenes from Shakespeare.
Non actors welcome. Email Heather
Sanderson at bardsplay@aol.com or
call the Little Theatre at 703-683-
5778, ext. 2.

THURSDAY/JAN. 27
World Short Story Discussion

Group. 7 p.m. Free. Discussing the
last three short stories from Art of the
Short Story, Gioia ed. ( 808.31 Art).
Call Mark Schwartz, at 703-746-
1770, for the selections and more
info on the group. At Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road, 22304,
703-746-1704.

Winter Woody Plant ID Lecture.
7:30 p.m. Elizabeth Rives presents a
lecture on how to identify trees and
shrubs by studying the barebones of
plants’ branching structure, bark,
buds and leaf scars. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173.

“9500 Liberty” Film. 6:30 p.m. Free.
Showing of the documentary film
about illegal immigration with
special guest, film producer Eric
Byler, who will host a discussion
after the film. AT VCU’s Northern
Virginia School of Social Work, 6295
Edsall Road, Suite 210, Alexandria.

Nutrition Talk. 6 to 8 p.m. With
health expert Trish Fortune, the
founder and president of Extraordinary You. At The Full
Cup, 218 N. Lee St. #206, Alexandria. Space is limited.
RSVP to lindsey@thefullcup.com.
Pope-Leighey House Lecture Series. 7 to 9 p.m.
“William Thornton and the Creation of the American
Architecture.” This talk will examine the designs of Dr.
William Thornton (1759-1828) and some of the themes in
his architecture, along with a comparison to the work of

Frank Lloyd Wright and the Pope-
Leighey House. Admission is $25. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street,
Alexandria. Respond to 703-780-4000
extension 26321 or
woodlawnRSVP@nthp.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 29
Civil War Ball. 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. Cost
is $45/advance; $50/door. Period attire
either in civilian or military. In
preparation for the ball, Civil War-era
dance classes will be offered at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
on Thursdays, Jan. 13, 20, and 27.
Dance instruction will include the waltz,
polka, Virginia reel, and more! Classes
are $12 each or $30 for the series. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call
703-838-4242 or
www.gadsbystavern.org.
Preparing for a Ball. 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Practice the tasks involved in
preparing for a ball, take an 18th
century dance lesson and make a craft to
take home! At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St., Alexandria.
Reservations are required, so call 703-
746-4739 to save your spot. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.
January Jubilee. 1 p.m. Free. Come
hear local young author Kristin Levine
talk about her book, The Best Bad Luck I
Ever Had. Then hear The Browne
Academy students perform a Handbell
Concert at 3 p.m. Refreshments served.
Free and open to the public.  At Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-1704.

SUNDAY/JAN. 30
Presidential Salon with James Madison. 3 to 4:30 p.m.

At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St., Alexandria.
Reservations are recommended and admission is $15 per
person and $10 per high school/college student. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or call 703-746-4242.

MONDAY/FEB. 14
Burlesque-a-Pades, February

Frolic. 7:30 p.m. For 18 and over.
Valentine’s Day-inspired production
from purveyors of sexy stockings and
classy lingerie Secrets in Lace as well
as The World Famous Pontani
Sisters. Tickets are $29.50 plus
standard booking fees. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave,
Alexandria. Visit
www.ticketmaster.com and
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

Capitol Steps Perform. 5 p.m.
Benefit show for United Community
Ministries. Reserved seating is $70;
unreserved seating is $40. For
tickets, call 703-765-8702 or
www.ucmcapitolsteps.eventbrite.com.
At the Knights of Columbus Hall,
8592 Richmond Highway,
Alexandria.

TUESDAY/FEB. 1
National Chamber Players. 7:30

p.m. Free. With guest artist Rohan de
Silva. At Pendleton Hall, Ainslie Arts
Center, Episcopal High School, 3900
W. Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org or call
703-933-4135.

“The Enduring Legacy of the
Harlem Renaissance.” 1 p.m.
Free. Art, poetry, music and key
figures from this period. Hosted by
the Hollin Hall Senior Center. At
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Contact Lee Maguire at 703-765-
4573.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 2
Baseball Talk. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. The

Friends of Duncan Library will host a
talk by Michael Green and Roger
Launius to introduce their book
Charlie Finley: The Outrageous Story
of Baseball’s Super Showman.  As
sports fans, they run a website
(charliefinleybook.com) and have
written a book about Charlie Finley,
the colorful figure who bought the
Kansas City Athletics 50 years ago
and as owner-manager helped
transform major-league baseball. At
The Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-746-1705.

Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m.
Admission is $6. DJ Dance Party with
DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s

Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

FEB. 3, 10, 17
Eighteenth-Century Dance Classes.

7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Cost is $30/series
or $12/class. Learn the dances of
Jane Austen, George Washington,
and Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom.
At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street. Reservations are
requested and can be made by calling
703-746-4242 or
www.gadsbystavern.org.

FEB. 3 TO MARCH 31
StagePlay Stories.  Thursdays 4:15-

5:30 p.m. Ages 6-9. Traditional
children’s stories come to life in this
class where youngsters team up to
enter into the world of make believe.
Theatre games, improvisations, the
unique StagePlay costume collection
and an atmosphere of kindness, add
to the merriment. At  St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church, 8531 Riverside
Rd., Alexandria. Cost:  $120.  Email
bardsplay@aol.com or call 703-963-
9430.

FRIDAY/FEB. 4
“Crude Justice” Film. 7 p.m.

Documentary on the damage done by
the BP oil spill to the lives and
livelihoods of the people who depend
on the waters of the Gulf of Mexico.
At Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Call 703-721-
0595 or gpourchot@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 5
Country Western Dance. 7:30 p.m.

line dancing; 8:30-11 p.m. dancing.
Scotty and Lynne Inman will teach an
advanced beginner West Coast Swing
lesson at 8 p.m. Includes Two Step,
Waltz, line, Swing, Cha Cha, and
specialty dances. Sponsored by the

Northern Virginia Country Western
Dance Association. At Luther Jackson
Middle School, 3020 Gallow Road,
Falls Church. Visit www.nvcwda.org
or call the hot line 703-860-4941.

SUNDAY/FEB. 6
Marine Chamber Orchestra. 2 p.m.

New Horizons. At the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, NVCC, 3001 North
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Call 703-
845-6156 or
www.schlesingercenter.com.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 9
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m.

Admission is $6. DJ Dance Party with
DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,

Alexandria.
Chilean Wine Tasting. 7:30 to 9:30

p.m. Tickets are $25. At the Lee-
Fendall House Museum & Garden,
614 Oronco St., Alexandria. Call 703-
548-1789. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

FEB. 12-20
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

Performances are Feb. 12, 18 and 19
at 7:30 p.m.; and Feb. 13 and 20 at 3
p.m. Presented by Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theater. At
Heritage Presbyterian Church, 8503
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria.

SATURDAY/FEB. 12
Countertenor Thomas Fallon. 8

p.m. Mozart/Rossini arias and
Dvorak. Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra welcomes Thomas Fallon
for evening of vocal selections. At the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 3001 N. Beauregard
St., Alexandria. For tickets, visit
www.alexsym.org. Call 703-548-
0885.

SUNDAY/FEB. 13
”Paul Robeson” Play and Dinner. 5

p.m. Tickets are $20 to $50,
depending on dinner choice. In honor
of Black History Month, experience
the life of the dynamic activist,
acclaimed actor and brilliant scholar
Paul Robeson in a special
performance of “Paul Robeson,” a
play by Philip Hayes Dean. At Carlyle
Club, 411 John Carlyle Street,
Alexandria. Snow date is Tuesday,
February 15. 703.746.4356.
www.alexblackhistory.org.

Seeds of Independence Program. 2
p.m. Oral History Film Premiere:
Segregation & Civil Rights: Mason
Neck, Black & White, 1950-1970.
Talk by Juan Williams, Civil Rights
scholar and author, journalist and
commentator for FOX News.
Suggested donation: $9/adults; $8/
seniors. At Gunston Hall Visitors’
Center, 10709 Gunston Road, Mason
Neck. Call 703-550-9220.

Valentine Tea. 1 p.m. Cost is $30/
person. Tea and tour of Woodlawn.
Tea, finger sandwiches, breads, and
desserts with harp music played by
Chris Van Dyke. Call 703-780-4000,
ext. 26333. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org.

From Page 22

FEB. 4, 5, 11, 12
“The Elixir of Love.” 8 p.m. Opera presented by the Repertory Opera Theater of

Washington. Conducted by Christopher J. Redden-Liotta; directed by Jennifer
Randall; sung in Italian, with English supertitles. At Immanuel Church-on-the-
Hill, 3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria. Call 571-403-0814 or
www.repertoryoperadc.org.
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County-style due diligence as to whether
parents are legally present, Catholic schools
would have no choice but to accept — and
subsidize — more lower-income Latino stu-
dents from Catholic households. While even
now it is all too easy for politicians to wave
the bloody shirt of groundless accusations
of racism, rather than fix Alexandria’s un-
der-performing schools, school vouchers
and school system participation in immigra-
tion enforcement would help make private
school parents ready to have their kids  in
an integrated environment.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Misdirected
Attention
To the Editor:

Much of the waterfront plan which the
Alexandria Planning and Zoning Depart-
ment has been working on for almost two
years involves changes near the water us-
ing land controlled by the Old Dominion
Boat Club. The plan was put together with
the work of consultants. Their efforts have
cost at least $500,000. If the water mitiga-
tion study expense is added, the cost is over
$1 million.

The changes to the waterfront in the plan
involve turning the Old Dominion Boat Club
parking lot at the end of King Street into a
public square and building a very long pier
into the Potomac River from that square.
This was supposed to be the focal point of
the waterfront.

Another very controversial element of the
plan was an entirely new multi-story build-
ing sited horizontal to the river and sitting
astride Waterfront Park. It would block any
view of the river from the park and create a

very undesirable street canyon with the
existing multi-story building sitting exactly
opposite. The plan envisioned that Old Do-
minion Boat Club members could be com-
pensated for the lost of their present park-
ing by having parking spaces on the ground
level of the multi-story building along with
other inducements.

Then very recently the long running suit
between the Federal government and the
boat club was settled. A Federal judge has
ruled that the boat club does in fact own its
parking lot. The Federal government may
appeal this decision to the United States
Supreme Court. Whatever the outcome of
that, no one in Alexandria will know it for
a long time.

The Planning Department presented the
plan again at the last meeting of the Old
Town Citizens Association, after the court
decision had been announced. I went to the
meeting expecting to learn how the plan
would be amended to replace the elements
that now appear impossible to implement.
I was dumbfounded to have planning and
zoning staff go through the same plan with
the same elements.

Those elements have always elicited con-
troversy and hostile comments, at meeting
after meeting. Yet meeting after meeting,
they are still there. In addition to that,
Farroll Hamer, the director of planning and
zoning, said she intended to take the plan
as presented to the Planning Commission
and City Council in April.

It wasn’t until after some reflection, that
I realized what the truly most important aim
of the plan is. It is the rezoning of the two
Robinson Terminal buildings on either end
of the waterfront. That is in the plan along
with all the large changes, estimated by
Planning and Zoning to cost at a minimum
$32 million.

Ms. Hamer mentioned at the Old Town
meeting that those locations already have
by-right zoning (plans that could go forward

today). She didn’t mention that the by-right
zoning could only be townhouses. No doubt
these townhouses would resemble those
near the two terminal sites today. They
would differ somewhat because a court
decision in 1983 requires all new waterfront
development to provide the public with ac-
cess to the river. That would be true of any
structures.

Planners say rezoning for hotels would
make the areas “livelier.” No doubt. Much
money, planning department staff time and
citizens’ time have been spent in almost two
years of meetings. And in the end it’s only
about intensifying the use on the only two
sites on the waterfront available for rede-
velopment. The citizens of Alexandria de-
serve better than this from their local gov-
ernment.

Katy Cannady
Alexandria

System
Failure
To the Editor:

My comments are in regards to the ar-
ticle in the Jan. 20 issue of the Gazette with
the front page article entitled “A Dream
Deferred.” For those who didn’t read the
article written by Michael Pope it seems that
the article places significant blame for low
achievement on test scores to the lack of
white students, relative to our city’s popu-
lation, enrolled in our public schools.

In this article Mayor Bill Eullie was quoted
as saying “some parents are just not ready
to have their kids in an integrated environ-
ment — even today.” Let’s not beat around
the bush here Mr. Mayor. The implication
that white Alexandria parents are not ready
to have their children integrated with black
students is offensive and racially divisive.
Not the sort of statement that should be

uttered by this city’s highest elected offi-
cial. Instead of taking at least partial respon-
sibility for your administration’s failure in
providing an adequate public educational
system you choose instead to blame white
parents who are simply trying to make the
best educational decisions for their chil-
dren?

Have you ever considered the financial
hardship that families who choose private
school over public even though as citizens
they are providing significant funding to the
public school system while simultaneously
footing the bill for their child’s private edu-
cation? You should be apologizing to these
families that you and your administration
have failed miserably as opposed to label-
ing them as racists and blaming them for
your school system’s poor performance.

I wonder what black parents in Alexan-
dria who choose private over public educa-
tion are considered to be in your eyes? Af-
ter all it can’t be that they don’t want their
children around other black students.
Maybe just maybe it has more to do with
the socioeconomic situation of the typical
Alexandria public school student. Perhaps
these black parents feel as if their children
have more in common with Alexandria’s
typical private school student than public
school student? And perhaps the white pri-
vate school parents share that very same
feeling? Or is it just easier to blame racism
for your school system’s failures? Weak Mr.
Mayor, very weak.

I would like to suggest that our school/
city officials pay close attention to school
board member Blanche Maness’ statement
to find the real problem with far too many
of this city‘s public school students. She
said: “You see a lot more white parents
showing up to town halls and public hear-
ings than black parents.” She hit the nail
on the head in that a good student starts

By Adam Ebbin

State Delegate (D-49)

C
arl Joseph Walker-Hoover was
just 11 when his mother found
him hanging by an extension
cord in their home in Massa-

chusetts in 2009. The sixth grader was
taunted and threatened by classmates for
weeks before he killed himself. They report-

edly called him gay on a
daily basis, made fun of his
clothes, and threaten to
cause him physical harm.

Fifteen-year-old Phoebe
Prince from Boston took her own life in
January last year after being bullied relent-
lessly for three months via texts, Facebook
messages, and in person by a group of stu-
dents at school. One of them even wrote
“accomplished” on Prince’s Facebook page
the day of her suicide.

And here in Virginia, York County high
school student Christian Taylor, 16, hung
himself after enduring months of bullying

at school. Taylor’s mother said she reported
the bullying to school administrators but
that nothing was done to stop it. On one
occasion the bully said to Taylor, “You need
to just go commit suicide and get it over
with.” Taylor’s mother recently told me that
the same bullies are now harassing his
brother, and now they’re moving to a dif-
ferent school in a different state.

These tragic stories are just a few examples
of students being driven to suicide by cruel
and relentless bullying. It’s a storyline we’ve
unfortunately been hearing again and again
over the past year. While we adults have a
tendency to dismiss bullying as a harmless
rite of childhood, its time we recognize that
these days it’s more than simple teasing on
the playground — sometimes it’s serious and
even life-threatening abuse.

That’s why I’m sponsoring HB 1576, a bill
that will make egregious cases of bullying —
resulting in bodily harm or death — a crime
in the state of Virginia for the first time. This
legislation, which is co-sponsored by my col-
league David Englin, will also allow victims

to sue bullies who have been found guilty
and provide for expulsions from school.

Some have argued that bullying is best
addressed at the school level, while others
suggest that existing laws are sufficient.
However, the rash of suicides across the
country prompted by severe bullying — and
the fact that, time and again, parents of vic-
tims had complained to school officials who
did nothing to stop it — shows just how
inadequate and inconsistent school policies
are in dealing with the problem.

And police themselves have acknowl-
edged the shortcomings of existing law.
Following the suicide in York County, a
sheriff ’s spokesperson said, “There is no
bullying statute in the state of Virginia, so
we are not investigating a crime.”  This is
outrageous and has to be changed.

My legislation will make it much more
likely that law enforcement will investigate
and prosecute in extreme cases by remov-
ing the current legal ambiguity surround-
ing bullying and explicitly criminalizing it,
as we have hazing.

Just as important, elevating bullying to
the status of a criminal act will send a clear
message that bullying is a serious matter,
make it more likely that schools and law
enforcement will take complaints seriously
and intervene before it gets to that point
where students are harmed or consider tak-
ing their own lives.

Harsher penalties are just once piece of
the puzzle, however — we also need to
address the bullying epidemic with proac-
tive measures on the front end. That’s why
I’m the primary co-sponsor of a bill from
my colleague David Englin that will
strengthen school policies against bullying,
ensure that teachers are trained in prevent-
ing bullying and intervening when it hap-
pens, require that schools have policies in
place to separate bullies from their victims,
and require that incidents are reported to
school superintendents.

No student in Virginia should be afraid
to attend school. If these two pieces of leg-
islation are on the books, hopefully soon
they won’t have to be.

It’s Time To Take Bullying Seriously in Schools

Richmond

Report
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with a good home and parents that place
an emphasis on and are involved in their
child’s education. Is it fair to assume that
you as the Mayor also blame this city’s white
parents who choose private schools for this
shortcoming as well?

Mr. Mayor, I contend that your racially
divisive comments make you unfit to lead
this diversified city and I call for your im-
mediate resignation.

I doubt that resignation will be tendered
but I certainly hope your political opponents
will remind all of the citizens of this great
city of your shameful accusatory statement
in our next City Council election.

Your comments were disgraceful, inexcus-
able, and a weak attempt at deflecting your
administration’s and the Alexandria School
Board’s failures.

Neil Wolfe
Alexandria

The Goose Village
Of Alexandria
To the Editor:

Many years ago on the banks of the
Potomac a small goose village was formed
and was named Alexandria. It was a small
village with only one goose, named Oldie,
but she was a lovely and thoughtful goose.
Sadly, she was not very productive although
she tried very hard. Her interests were more
toward the arts, culture and history of her
special village.

Oddly enough in this village area there
was a very tall pinnacle of land reaching
far above the clouds. At the very top of this
pinnacle lived the squire council of the vil-
lage. The squire council loved the rarified
air above the clouds and they felt good;
nevertheless, their view and understanding
of the day-to-day workings of Alexandria
were obscured by the clouds below. How-
ever, they were keenly aware that Oldie was
not productive enough to maintain their life

By Patricia S. Ticer

State Senator (D-30)

A
s we finish our first full week of
the General Assembly session, I
am keenly aware that the bud
get, transportation, redistricting

and environment are important issues for
this year.

Given the current economic status, our
budget restraints continue and many pro-
grams that we all believe in will not be

funded to the level we desire.
I serve on the Senate Trans-

portation Committee and am
able to share first hand knowl-
edge of our needs in Northern

Virginia. Educating the public about the
critical shortfall in transportation is still im-
portant.

I am in agreement with a recent Joint
Legislative Audit and Review Commission
Report which concluded that metropolitan
planning organizations, such as our North-
ern Virginia Regional Commission are in a
better position that the Virginia Department
of Transportation to understand local needs
and priorities. As the Governor has said,
“Every year we wait to begin needed trans-
portation projects in the Commonwealth
compounds this issue, and cost our residents
more time and money.” However, I believe
that money to be spent on transportation
should be raised from transportation
sources and that bonding authority should
be used only for major new projects, not
maintenance or operations.

This is the year that the General Assem-
bly is to redistrict for its members as well
as our 11 congressional districts. The Con-
stitution of Virginia, as well as the United
States Constitution, requires that districts

provide representation in proportion to
population in accordance with our most
recent census. Many have given their input,
but ultimately this is our job and much time
will be spent on it.

As chairman of the Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation, and Natural Re-
sources, I continue to support environmen-
tal progress. There are many bills banning
phosphorus fertilizer that will lead to
cleaner streams and water for all citizens.
Eventually, these bills will be consolidated.
We are also working on conservation of
energy and promotion of renewable forms
of energy. For example, we are hoping to
encourage energy conservation through an
improved pricing mechanism and to allow
farmers to harness wind and solar power
on their properties through a policy called
aggregated net meeting.

Some attempts are being made to remove
the Commonwealth’s authority to effec-
tively manage large-scale impacts to non-
tidal wetlands, which help protect our
streams and rivers from storm water run-
off, defend private properties from flood-
ing, sustain hunting and fishing, and ulti-
mately maintain our quality of water. I will
oppose these efforts as well as any efforts
to abolish or consolidate Virginia’s Citizen
Environmental Boards which oversee air,
water and waste. I will also stand firm
against any legislation which empowers our
Attorney General to sue the federal govern-
ment in order to lower air pollution emis-
sions standards.

As always, I welcome your ideas and opin-
ions. If you are ever in Richmond, please
come and visit. I am in Room 329 in the
General Assembly Building at 910 East
Broad Street. I can also be reached by email
at district30@senate.virginia.gov.

From Transportation
To Environmental Issues

Weekly

Update

By Katharine Medina, CAPS

Executive Director

N
early 50 years ago, Carrie
knew exactly which home she
wanted: The trim brick house

on the street corner at the end of the row,
with easy access and lots of light. “We
were already living in an end house, and
I knew I wanted another end house,” she
recalls. “And that’s what I got.”

Since then, Carrie’s home – and her Old
Town neighborhood – has seen its share
of changes. The $89-a-month mortgage
she and her husband once paid seems as
nostalgic as payphones and penny candy.
Her three children are grown and gone,
with children of their own. The once all-
African American neighborhood has be-
come predominantly Caucasian. And, not
long ago, Carrie, now 85, lost a leg to
diabetes-related complications. But “I’m
able to stay here, in my own house,” she
says proudly.

And thanks to some help from volun-
teers with Rebuilding Together Alexan-
dria, a nonprofit that works to preserve
affordable home ownership, Carrie’s two-
story rowhouse has gotten some im-
provements that have made it easier for
her to navigate. Some clever carpentry,
for instance, has helped “put things right
where I can reach them when I need
them,” she says. There is also an interior
chair lift to help Carrie get from the first
to the second floor, and no-plush carpet
that makes it easier to manipulate her
wheelchair. As a result, “I’m able to man-
age, the way I want to do it,” Carrie says.

World War II had just begun, and Car-
rie was just 15, when she moved to the
area from Florida to help care for the
child of a military family. She ultimately
married and had children of her own.

Her husband James was working as a
driver for Alexandria’s mayor when what
is now her home came up for auction,
along with several adjacent properties.
“He told me to go look and pick out the
one I liked,” she recalls. With help from
the mayor, they submitted a winning bid.

Over the decades, neighbors have
come and gone, and home prices have
steadily climbed. She’s declined offers to
sell, however, telling one would-be
buyer: “I’m going to stay right here!”
Today, the house carries a plaque on its
walls, informing passers-by of its historic
status.

Through it all, Carrie worked, first in
a school cafeteria, and then helping out
in the homes of others. “I worked until I
was 81,” she says with a note of pride.
These days, the schedule is a bit more
relaxed. Some mornings, she rises late
and watches eager contestants compete
for game show prizes on TV. All from the
warmth and comfort of a house that, so
long ago, Carrie knew would make a
great home.

Rebuilding Together Alexandria is an
award winning, non-profit organization
dedicated to repairing and revitalizing
homes for homeowners in need, includ-
ing elderly, disabled, military veterans
and families. Over the last 23 years, RTA
has received support and donations from
thousands of volunteers and groups to
provide the free home repairs. To date,
in-kind donations of labor and materials
have resulted in $5.257 million worth of
value on nearly 1,300 properties. If you’d
like to volunteer or donate, visit
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org or call
703-836-1021.

* It is RTA’s policy to not disclose full
names.

Home Sweet Home

style. They decided to add other geese to
their village.

Because Oldie had not been productive
in her part of town, they decided to move
the new geese to other parts of the village .
There was W-end, D-ray and later P-yard
sections of Alexandria and they had their
own goose managers and farmers. Sure
enough over time, the geese were produc-
tive and Alexandria grew and grew. The
squire council and each new part of the vil-
lage were pleased with the success of their
geese. Sadly Oldie and her managers and
farmers, fell far behind the production de-
sires of the squire council living far above
the clouds.

One day, the squire council peering
through a break in the clouds spotted some-
thing amazing in Oldie’s nest! They looked
and looked and determined it was the
fabled Golden Egg — after all of these years
their tired, old Oldie laid a golden egg!
There was much rejoicing by the squire
council on the pinnacle far above the clouds.

If Oldie could lay one golden egg, they

were sure she could lay more and all the
economic worries of Alexandria would be
solved. They summoned Oldie’s famers and
managers and said although they wanted
Oldie cared for and nourished, they were
certain she could produce more golden eggs
and they had a plan to help.

Oldie’s managers and farmers were
puzzled! They knew Oldie had recently laid
an egg but a Golden egg —- they did not
think so? Since they knew the squire coun-
cil was very serious about the golden egg,
they looked at Oldie’s nest. Without ques-
tion, there was an egg in her nest. How-
ever, on closer inspection, it was certain that
the egg, although beautiful, was not gold.
Oldie had been trying so hard to increase
production that her system was nearly de-
pleted. The egg she laid had an exception-
ally thin shell and the golden hue was
caused by the egg’s yoke shining through.
No doubt that from far above the clouds,
the egg appeared to be made of gold!



26  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  January 27 - February 2, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

ROWAN COUNTY DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO 09 JT 192, 09 JT 169-172

IN RE:

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS

Isabella Moro Leonard, BY PUBLICATION

Alexandra Moro,

Christian Moro,

Puelai Moro,

Aniya Moro.

Minor Children.

TO RESPONDENT: Adabra Ruth Marie Moro, mother,

Miguel Angel Guiterez Vaca,

Jose Catalina Guerra, aka: Jose Portillo,

Vidal Antonio Martinez Medrano,

Angel Arthur Ceferino, aka: Victor Hugo Apolo,

Unknown Fathers.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Petition has been filed by the Rowan County Department of So-
cial Services (petitioner) for the purpose of terminating your parental rights with respect to Isabella 
Leigh Diane Mie Moro Leonard, born on or about July 8, 2009 in Davidson County, North Carolina; 
Alexandra Leigh Tina Mary Moro, born on or about February 14, 2007 in Rowan County, North Car-
olina; Christian Duane Richard Lee Moro, born on or about February 14, 2007 in Rowan County, 
North Carolina; Puelai Leigh Christina Marie Moro, born on or about April 6, 2006 in Rowan Coun-
ty, North Carolina, and Aniya Leigh Ruth Marie Moro, born on or about March 15, 2005 in Cabarrus 
County, North Carolina so that they can be placed for adoption. The biological mother of the juve-
niles named above is Adabra Ruth Marie Moro. You are notified to appear and answer the petition 
by serving the original of your written answer upon the Clerk of Superior Court, Juvenile Court Divi-
sion, Rowan County Courthouse, 210 N. Main Street, Salisbury, NC 28144, within forty (40) days 
from the date of the first publication of this notice. You also must serve a copy of the answer on the 
petitioner's attorney (address below). You will be notified of the time, date and place to appear for 
a hearing upon the filing of your answer. The purpose of the hearing is to seek termination of your 
parental rights as they pertain to Isabella Leigh Diane Mie Moro Leonard, Alexandra Leigh Tina 
Mary Moro, Christian Duane Richard Lee Moro, Puelai Leigh Christian Marie Moro, and Aniya 
Leigh Ruth Marie Moro. You are entitled to appear at the hearing. If you cannot afford an attorney, 
you are entitled to an appointed attorney to assist you provided you request one before the time set 
for the hearing. If you fail to request counsel, you may waive your right to appointed counsel. You 
may request an attorney by contacting the Clerk of Superior Court, Juvenile Court Division, 210 N. 
Main St, Salisbury, NC 28144 (704) 797-3054. This is a new case and any attorney appointed pre-
viously to represent may not represent you in this termination of parental rights proceeding unless 
otherwise ordered by the court. If you fail to file an answer within the time specified the Petitioner 
will apply to the court for termination of your parental rights. Your parental rights may be terminat-
ed if you do not respond within the time required.

This the 19th day of January 2011. 

___________________________________ Cynthia Dry, Attorney for Petitioner

Rowan County Dept. of Social Services
1813 East Innes Street

Salisbury NC 28146 (704) 216-8442
Please publish on the following dates: January 27, February 3, & February 10, 2011.

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Riva Enterprises, Inc trading as Euro-Bistro, 
6027 Richmond Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22303. 
The above establishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine and Beer on 
Premises/ Mixed Beverages on Premises 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. Alma Miljkovic/President

OBITUARY

Kishbauch, Keith K.
of Mauch Chunk, PA, 1/9/1925 - 1/22/2011

Services in So. Carolina 4/3/2011
Condolences to www.Kishbauch.com

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ011737-01-05
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
DOMINIQUE ROBINSON
The object of this suit is to:
Determine custody/visitation of subject child
It is ordered that the defendant Jeffrey Lassiter, 
appear at the above named Court and protect 
his or her interests on or before 3/3/3011 at 
9:00am

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2011 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia 22314, telephone: (703) 746-4666 
====================================
=========================

BZA CASE #2010-0017 
2302 RANDOLPH AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Lauren Mizerek and Karen Steer, owners, by Ri-
chard Flather, architect: Variance to construct a 
detached one car garage 1.00 feet from the 
north side property line and 1.00 feet from the 
front property line facing La Grande Avenue and 
a storage shed 16.00 feet from the front proper-
ty line facing La Grande Avenue and abutting 
the new garage. 

BZA CASE #2010-0032 
1303 WEST BRADDOCK ROAD 
R-8, RESIDENTIAL 
Kathleen Stradar, owner: Special exception to 
construct a two-story addition 4.90 feet from the 
east side property line. If the special exception 
is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals will be 
granting a special exception from section 12-
102(A) of the zoning ordinance relating to physi-
cal enlargement of a noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2010-0028 
5247 SEMINARY ROAD 
R-12, RESIDENTIAL 
Orlando Perez, owner: Special exception to 

construct a two story addition 36.10 feet from 
the front property line facing Seminary Road. If 
the special exception is granted, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals will be granting a special ex-
ception from section 12-102(A)of the zoning or-
dinance relating to physical enlargement of a 
noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2011-0001 
2305 A BURKE AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Elizabeth Hill and Mark Turner, owners, by 
Crystal Construction Services, contractor: Spe-
cial exception to construct a two-story addition 
8.60 feet from the north side property line. If the 
special exception is granted, the Board of Zon-
ing Appeals will be granting a special exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance 
relating to physical enlargement of a noncom-
plying structure.
====================================
=========================

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

From Page 25

Letters

See Letters,  Page 30

Oldie was very proud of her egg
of golden hue. The managers and
farmers further inspected the egg
and to their amazement, there was
an inscription on the egg — Cul-
ture, Art and History! After all of
these years, Oldie wanted to en-
sure all understood the “Gold” in
Oldie’s town was in its heritage
and history and not in its ability
to produce eggs. Oldie’s town
people understood and were
pleased. Sadly, word of a golden
egg spread and people wanted to
come to Oldie’s town to see for
themselves. Bus after bus came to
see the egg and although disap-
pointed to not find a gold egg, they
were pleased to see and enjoy the
culture, art and history of Oldie’s
town.

It did not seem to matter to the
squire council living far above the
clouds that there was not a real
golden egg because the economic
potential of all these people gave
them much joy. Soon they re-
turned to Oldie’s town with a new
plan to bring in many more out-
siders to this part of Alexandria.
The people of Oldie’s town ques-
tioned the wisdom of this new
plan. The Squire council far above
the clouds were unhappy and
thought the Oldie town people
were saying “Not In My Back Yard”
to the plan. The Squire council
dubbed the Oldie town people
NIMBYs and harrumphed off.

The so-called NIMBY’s were
worried that Oldie’s town core
would be damaged with this new
throng. The squire council would
not hear of it — the golden egg of
Oldie’s town was in the large num-
ber of visitors pure and simple.

During all of this, Oldie contin-
ued to nurture her egg of golden
hue and her focus on culture, art
and history. The NIMBY’s tried to
protect her and her nest but it be-
came increasingly difficult —
buses everywhere and water taxi’s
unloading many people every day.
The Squire council far above the
clouds could be heard chanting
more, more, more!

Now a new plan was in devel-
opment by the squire council to

address a growing concern —-
they were worried that the culture,
art and history were too passive.
The Squire council was certain the
people would become bored and
stop coming. The NIMBY’s became
alarmed and worried about the
impact on their quality of life and
the shift of focus from history to-
ward “fun, vibrant and entertain-
ing.” Oldie’s town was about to
change dramatically!

Although we do not yet know
the story’s end nor the impact of
this coming change. What is clear
is that few people living outside
of Oldie’s Town understand what
that wise old goose so deeply be-
lieves — the heart and soul of
Oldie’s town is its culture, its art
and its history. Not understanding
this fundamental truth will surely
kill Oldie goose and her golden-
hued egg and forever harm her
special village that is Old Town
Alexandria.

R Alan McCurry
Oldie’s Town

Re-visit Program
Of Studies
To the Editor:

Alexandrians have heard plenty
about the process underway to
transform T. C. Williams High
School, the city’s only public high
school, into a “world class high
school.” The May 2010 Transfor-
mation Plan lists “equipping every
learner with 21st century skills
through a fundamental shift in
how we think about student learn-
ing and how we work” as one of
the goals.

I fully support the work and
goals of all those involved in this
almost Herculean process. I also
believe the transformation and
high school educational experi-
ence would be significantly en-
hanced by eliminating the Funda-
mentals for Human Growth and
Development course as a require-
ment for graduation from Alexan-
dria City Public Schools. This
would free up resources for other
areas of instruction and provide
students with the opportunity to
take courses they are truly inter-

ested in when developing their
individual achievement plans.

It is my understanding that
ACPS is the only school system in
the Commonwealth of Virginia
that has this course as a gradua-
tion requirement. If this is such a
valuable course, one would think
other school districts (e.g. Fairfax,
Arlington and Loudon counties)
would require it. These districts
appear to be meeting the
Commonwealth’s statutory re-
quirements for instruction in Fam-
ily Life Education in a more effi-
cient, student friendly and 21st

century way.
Granted, any student can opt

out of this requirement by paying
close attention to the guidance
given in the Program of Studies
Planning Guide, but why does
ACPS insist on making students
and parents/guardians jump
through these administrative
hoops in the first place? As former
Alexandria City School Board
member Mark Eaton noted when
he was deliberating on this same
issue as a board member in 2004,
“... staff is accepting a substantial
challenge in communicating the
paradox of a graduation ‘require-
ment’ subject to an opt out for any
reason or no reason to successive
classes of secondary students and
their families.” Six years later we
continue this paradox to the det-
riment of those the schools are
meant to serve.

I do not object to ACPS offering
this class as an option for students
if there is a legitimate market
driven demand for it. My discus-
sions with ACPS staff over the past
several years tell me that while
they acknowledge Human Growth
and Development is in fact an elec-
tive, they prefer to continue por-
traying it as a requirement, and
place the burden of opting out of
the course on the student/parent/
guardian.

As a school board member dur-
ing the development of the 2008
ACPS budget, I asked staff for the
estimated fiscal impact of discon-
tinuing the offering of Human
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

W
hen the final buzzer
sounded at West Potomac
High School on Jan. 19,
the T.C. Williams boys bas-

ketball team was a 75-62 winner against
the defending Patriot District champion
Wolverines. The Titans improved to 12-0,
with eight of their victories coming by more
than 10 points.

But as TC head coach Julian King walked
off the floor after the game, he saw through
the 13-point win and undefeated record. He
saw a team that didn’t play hard until it
mattered, waiting until crunch time to pull
out the win. He saw a team that was vul-
nerable.

“We played terrible,” King said. “If we
could play any worse, I’d retire. I don’t un-
derstand what it’s going to take to be moti-
vated night in and night out. Maybe it’s a
situation where they’ve won so many games
before and it’s a sense of arrogance, I really
don’t understand. Here we are, we’re play-
ing the defending Patriot District champi-
ons, we’re playing an all-district player
[Daryl Copeland] and they’re not motivated
and ready to play.”

TC had its lead trimmed to one point in
the third quarter before T.J. Huggins bur-
ied a 3-pointer in the closing seconds of the
period, sparking an 11-3 run. The Titans
outscored the Wolverines 26-14 during the
final 8 minutes, 15 seconds.

“Did they respond? Yes, they always seem
to respond,” King said. “But there’s going
to be nights when we’re going to run across
somebody who’s having a good shooting
night or a team that’s just ready to play four
quarters and we’re not going to be able to
come back.”

Two days later, TC improved to 13-0 with
a lopsided 77-29 win over struggling West
Springfield. On Jan. 22, the Titans’ win
streak came to an end with a 48-41 loss to
Phoebus. On Jan. 25, TC lost to Annandale
72-64.

King wasn’t the only person who saw po-
tential struggles ahead after beating West
Potomac.

“We’ve got to
stop starting off
slow,” junior point
guard Daquan
Kerman. “It’s going
to catch up with us
in the long run.”

Said senior Tyrell
Sitton: “The com-
petition isn’t as in-
tense as it should
be. We always play
down to our com-
petition instead of
playing real high.”

After the West Potomac game, King said
the Titans would benefit from a leadership
adjustment, voicing his desire for Sitton and
Kerman to become more vocal.

“One of our biggest problems is we have
leaders by example but we don’t have lead-
ers by voice,” King said. “That’s probably
the biggest obstacle we have to face. There’s
going to be situations where you can’t hear
my voice and hear my commands during
the game. Someone is going to have to take

TC Coach King Not Happy with Titans’ Effort
Titans suffer first losses of season shortly after sub-par effort against West Potomac.

T.C. Williams head coach Julian King said he wants
Tyrell Sitton to become more of a vocal leader.

T.C. Williams head coach Julian King instructs the
Titans during a Jan. 4 game at Chantilly.

charge vocally, offensively and defensively,
to lead the team and right now we don’t
have it.

Both players said they could assume the
role of vocal leader.

“I’ve been vocal in the game, but I haven’t
yelled at anybody,” Kerman said. “I might
have to start because there’s a lot of [goof-
ing] around and we have to stop that —
get serious. … I’ve been here long enough;

I feel I have the right to say something.”
Jamal Pullen led TC with 21 points and

Huggins scored 18. Sitton also reached
double figures with 11.

TC will travel to face Woodson on Jan.
28 and Riverdale Baptist on Jan. 29. The
Titans are in a stretch where they play five
of seven games on the road, meaning it
won’t be easy for them to turn things
around.

“Maybe it’s a situation
where they’ve won so
many games before and
it’s a sense of arrogance,
I really don’t understand.”

— TC head boys basketball coach
Julian King
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TC Girls Beat
Annandale

The T.C. Williams girls basketball team
improved to 10-7 with a 54-48 win over
Annandale on Jan. 25. The Titans will
host Woodson at 7:45 p.m. on Jan. 28.

SSSAS Swim Team
Beats Bullis

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes swim and
dive teams had another strong meet on
Jan. 25 with the boys and girls team each
adding another win to their record.

The final score for the girls team was
105-57. First-place individual finishers

included senior captain Rachel Movius in
the 200 IM and 500 freestyle; senior cap-
tain Caroline Blair in the 50 freestyle; fresh-
man Alison Lindsay in the 100 freestyle;
sophomore Marian Shaw in the 100 back-
stroke; and freshman Natalie Hellmann in
the 100 breaststroke. Blair, Movius,
Hellmann and Lindsay also scored first-
place finishes in the 200 medley and 400
freestyle relays. The girls start their cham-
pionship season this Friday with ISLs at
Madeira.

The boys added another win to their un-
defeated record. The final score was 121-
33 and they took first-place finishes in ev-
ery event. Individual first place finishers
were: freshman Ian Shackley in the 200 and
500 freestyle; senior captain Conor MacNair

in the 200 IM; senior Ryan Gillooly in the
50 freestyle; senior captain Sam Teague in
the 100 butterfly; junior Joe Lindsay in the
100 freestyle; junior Ferrel Atkins in the 100
backstroke; and sophomore Evan Draim in
the 100 breaststroke. The 200 medley re-
lay of Atkins, Perrot, Gillooly and MacNair
placed first. The first place 200 free relay
was made up of freshman Kyle Draim,
Teague, Lindsay and Gillooly. The winning
400 free relay was K. Draim, Lindsday,
Atkins and MacNair.

TJ Finishes Fifth at
Robinson Meet

The Thomas Jefferson gymnastics team

finished fifth at a meet at Robinson Sec-
ondary School on Jan. 20. The Colonels
scored 113.2 points, finishing ahead of
Lee and Annandale.

Caroline Kerr finished with a 30.825
in the all-around. Katya Davydova fin-
ished with a 29.6 and Hailey Johnson
posted a 27.15. Kerr posted an 8.25 on
the vault, a 7.175 on the bars, a 7.35 on
the beam and 8.25 on the floor. Marissa
Kataoka scored 7.95 on the beam and
Davydova posted an 8.3 on the floor.

Robinson won the team competition
with 130.825 points. Lake Braddock fin-
ished second with 127.3, followed by
West Potomac (119.625), Edison
(118.45), TJ, Lee (103.525) and
Annandale (77.875).

Sports Briefs
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To Honor
Robert E. Lee
To the Editor:

First, let’s address revisionist
slurs against this true American
hero. Lee was not a traitor who
fought to preserve slavery. He was
a citizen of Virginia, an indepen-
dent state voluntarily associated
with other states to achieve the
goals of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence under the Constitution.
Lee opposed secession; his father
had heroically helped create and
preserve the United States, and
Lee’s only job had been in service
to the USA. He also opposed sla-
very. Having grown up in a home
which had no servants, as a young
school boy, he did the family’s gro-
cery shopping and cared for his
invalid mother and younger sib-
lings. He married into a family that
opposed slavery. In 1861, at age
54, he honorably resigned from
the US Army and its obligations
and hoped to leave military ser-
vice. He expected to find another
profession to support his invalid
wife, four daughters and young-
est son, but donned another uni-
form when necessary to defend
against the invasion of his home-
land.

A man caught between power-
ful competing loyalties to his na-
tion and state, Lee made a diffi-
cult choice and followed his duty
as he saw it to the end, despite its
anticipated terrible cost. At all
times, he did his best. His life ex-
emplified his credo: Do your duty
in all things. You cannot do more;
you should not wish to do less.

Lee personified the noblest
Christian virtues in his personal
life, caring tenderly for his wife
and children despite long absences
necessitated by his career as an
army officer.

When his father-in-law, George
Washington Parke Custis, died and
left a badly mismanaged estate, he
straightened out the difficulties.
Following the terms of the will, he
freed the Custis slaves on sched-
ule despite his other heavy respon-
sibilities during the War Between
the States. It is notable that when
Mrs. Lee was obliged to leave Ar-
lington House, she entrusted the
keys and safekeeping of the house
and property to her servant (as
they were called) to Selina Gray,
who was faithful to her charge.
Another telling event related to
Lee’s relationship to the black
population happened after the
War at St. Paul’s Church in Rich-
mond.

When a black man went to the
communion rail before the whites
had completed communion, oth-
ers gasped and did not go up to
the rail as expected because they

would have to drink from the cup
after him. Lee, not waiting for an
usher’s direction, directly went to
the rail and knelt next to him. Oth-
ers then followed his example.

Lee’s reputation as an army of-
ficer was so outstanding that he
was offered a top command by
both sides during the same war. In
recorded Western history, I believe
only one other has that distinction.
He immediately agreed with Gen.
Winfield Scott that turning down
the general’s offer to command the
Union’s troops was probably the
greatest mistake of his life. He
gave up the expected chance as a
victorious general to rival the
reputations of Washington and
Napoleon. Despite their hardships,
Lee’s men loved him so much that
when the general rode to the front
during battle, men grabbed
Traveller’s reins and shouted “Lee
to the rear!” to protect him. The
Army of Northern Virginia thought
itself invincible under his leader-
ship.

Lee was not bitter toward his
opponents. When a colleague
asked him if he didn’t wish all the
enemy soldiers dead, he replied,
“No. I wish they were all back
home where they belong.” Unlike
the Union Army under Lincoln’s
orders, Lee did not wreak total war
on the civilian population when he
invaded enemy territory. He
showed respect to all. I am always
struck by the fact that when Gen.
Grant received Gen.

Lee at the Appamattox surren-
der, the Union officer wore a
private’s uniform (a sign of hom-
age to a better man?). Lee did
Grant the honor of appearing at
his best, his general’s uniform
pressed and a fine sword at his
side, rather than a second-class
one although he expected to sur-
render his sword to his opponent.
Gen. Grant, who knew Lee from
their days at West Point, offered
generous terms, knowing Lee’s
word that his men would make no
further resistance was good. (Lee
had earlier quickly refused a staff
officer’s suggestion of a prolonged
guerilla resistance.)

Lee was an outstanding educa-
tor. As superintendent at West
Point, he modernized the curricu-
lum. After the War, as a civilian,
he also did so at Washington Col-
lege (today called “Washington
and Lee University” in his honor).
He believed the development of a
sound character was as important
as academic excellence and
mentored many a young man.
Those who could not meet the ex-
pected standards were asked to
leave and he sorrowed for them.

After the War, Northerners ad-
mired him so much that they sent
their sons to study at his college.
The New York Life Insurance Com-

pany asked him to serve on its
Board of Directors and promised
him $10,000, a very large sum,
especially for a poor man at a
struggling school who had to sup-
port five dependents. When told
he would have no duties, the firm
just wanted his name (integrity
personified), he replied that if his
name were so valuable, he’d keep
it. He declined the offer and
money.

Amid all his selflessness and in-
tellectual brilliance, he loved jokes
and gentle teasing, match-making
for the young folks, animals
(horses, pet squirrels, birds, etc.)
and children. The “marble man”
had a loving heart, cheerful spirit,
quick wit and even outstanding
good looks; he was admired and
loved by all who knew him as well
as many who did not know him
personally.

To follow his principles, Lee sac-
rificed what a man holds dear, a
comfortable life at home with his
beloved family, for prolonged
separations to serve his country.
He achieved “impossible” feats
such as changing the course of the
Mississippi River to save St. Louis’
harbor (no other army engineer
had solved this problem), brilliant
scouting during the Mexican War,
etc.

Lee took up arms to defend his
state against invasion by the army
to which he had devoted his ca-
reer although he knew that army
would most likely prevail and his
home and other properties would
be lost.

He had no personal enemies
despite taking an active role in one
of our country’s most divisive con-
flicts and, after it was over, con-
sistently worked to heal its divi-
sions and strengthen it through
inculcating strong religious prin-
ciples to promote the sound char-
acter and education of its youth
and thus ensure a successful fu-
ture for our country.

We still struggle with the appro-
priate balance of power between
the states and federal government.
His wish for a peaceful resolution
of our difficulties is as appropri-
ate now as then.

In the end, it is his essential no-
bility of character in all aspects of
his life – added to his great intelli-
gence used with purposefulness
and lively appreciation for every-
one and everything in God’s cre-
ation - that makes him one of our
greatest American heroes. He set
the highest standards for himself
and inspired others to do more
than they thought possible to
achieve and the best they could
imagine. Modern “political cor-
rectness” cannot mar that legacy.

Ellen Tabb
Alexandria

Another Community Partnership
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

0

Great
Job Opportunity!

Work at Historic Mount Vernon

Part-Time Tour Guide positions

Call or email: Gail Cassidy 703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER
Consulting firm seeking PT account-
ant/Bookkeeper. Must have 3 years 
exp. handling AP/AR, and bank rec, 
produce monthly fins, and YE. Must 
be proficient in Quick Books and 
Excel. 10 to 15 hrs/wk. Currently 
in Tysons,will relo to OT Alex next 
12 months. $25 to $30/hr. Send
re-
sume to info@revparintl.com.

Christ Church Docents
Christ   Church   seeks   paid  and   volunteer 
docents to welcome and inform visitors. 
Training provided. 4 hr shifts are available 
and schedule flexibility is required. Respond 
in writing to Michelle Cox, Christ Church, 
118 N Washington St, Alexandria, VA 
22314 or mcox@ccalex.org. We are unable 
to take phone calls.

Church Administrator
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church seeks a 
full-time administrator. Major responsi-
bilities include managing church's busi-
ness, administrative and financial af-
fairs, including supervision of custodial, 
property, financial and administrative 

staff. Details at www.mvuc.org.

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

Home Instead Senior Care

Home Instead Senior Care is the world's most 
trusted source of non-medical home care. We 

are currently hiring for 

Immediate Live-in for
VA State Licensed CNA 

in the Springfield/FFX/Alex area  

Must drive and have own insured vehicle. 
Salary, medical benefits, 401k and vacation 
bonus.  If you do not drive but are a VA State 
Licensed CNA available for Live-in please 
call Amy Reynolds at 703-750-6644.

Learn a Trade at 
Mount Vernon

Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff to 
work as Historic Trades Interpreters at 
George Washington’s Gristmill, Distillery,  
Pioneer Farm &  Blacksmith  Shop. Help 
tell the story of George Washington the
en-
trepreneur.  Prior interpretive experience 
preferred. Please contact Steve Bashore, 
Manager   of   Historic  Trades  at  

703-799-6805 or by 
e-mail: sbashore@mountvernon.org 

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

FREE TRAINING AND TUITION
Real Estate Classes Now Forming!

Join our elite team and receive the best training, technology,
and marketing as well as a full package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can work hard for
your clients and produce more business with higher earnings.

Be Your Own Boss Today!!
For free information call Maxine @ 703-836-1464

RECEPTIONIST
Entry-level position, Full-time M-F 8:30 
am-5 pm, in Old Town Alexandria insur-
ance/commercial real estate office.  Respon-
sible for phones, mail, photocopy, supplies, 
computer scanning and other computer-re-
lated tasks,  provide   support  for  office  
staff,  maintain appearance of receptionist 
area/conference room/break room plus other 
duties as needed.  Individual must be friend-
ly, dependable, have a positive attitude, be 
able to multi-task and prioritize work.  High 
school diploma or equivalent  required. 
Starting salary is $25,000;  pay is com-

mensurate with experience.  Previous appli-
cants  do   not   need   to   re-apply. 

Resumes    may     be     emailed     to: 
scunningham@clarkeandsampson.com

or faxed to 703-739-8967; 
please include your salary requirements.

RNs/LPNs  
Medical Chart Review HEDIS Project

Seeking experienced RN/LPNs for project 
starting end of February 2011 for 11 weeks 
reviewing medical charts for HEDIS proj-
ect. Must have medical record review, data 
collection, chart abstraction experience, and 
home computer with Microsoft Product 
compatibility including Internet Explorer. 
Must be willing to dedicate a minimum of 
20 hours a week and travel locally to provid-
er offices in Northern VA, DC and/or MD. 
Virtual abstractors and over readers are also 
needed. Interested applicants please email 
resume to service@unival-med.com or fax 
to 800-382-8611.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING

ClassifiedClassified

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

31 Giveaways

FREE 1 & 1/4 cords of 
unsplit, all hardwood, 

firewood. 703-690-5832.

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

110 Elderly Care

CAREGIVER
Affordable, reliable care 

for your loved one. In 
their own home, day or 

night, 17 yr s exp,  
owntransportation. 
Refs upon request

Sonia 703-798-3038

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Peace of Mind is What You Deserve
SAN THOMAS

(703) 772-8362
•Personal Drivers Services (www.santhomas.net)
•House Watching Service (Law Enforcement Officers)

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MILLENNIUM, USA PAINTING LLC
Licensed & Insured  •  Interior o Exterior

millenium_usa@hotmail.com  •  www.millennium-usa-painting.com
You Can Fallow Us By

703-409-8563

Power Washing • Carpentry
Wall Paper Removal & Installation • Deck • Fences
Drywall Finishing • Tile Ceramic  • Housekeeping
Services • Window Cleaning Interior & Exterior

Gutter Cleaning By $100 Houses $50 Townhouses

WE DO SNOW REMOVAL BEGIN 10$$
We clean, drive ways, walkways,

decks, roofs and parking lots

Great References
Great Prices

Quality Service

40% Discount
For New Customers

GUTTER GUTTER

PAINTING PAINTING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

CLEANING CLEANING

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

APPLIANCES

Bowdens Appliance
Repair

specializing in Subzero 
repair service

Bowdensappliance@
gmail.com

703-799-4364

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PLUMBING

Williams
Tileworks

Tile repair,
Shower Stalls,

Plumbing.  Lic. & Ins. 
571-263-6405 cell

703-241-5789 home

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

HAULING Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

From Page 26

Letters

Growth and Development as a standalone
course and incorporating the subject mat-
ter in Health/PE and Psychology courses.
The response was “eliminating the high
school Human Growth and Development
course would result in a net savings of ap-
proximately $385,000 and elimination of
6.0 FTEs.”

Staff noted “the amount of state-man-
dated content in the Health, Driver Educa-
tion and Physical Education courses for
grades 9 and 10 leaves room for very little
of the Human Growth and Development
content to be added to these courses. Addi-
tionally, since this course is a graduation
requirement approved by the Virginia Board
of Education, ACPS would have to petition
the state Board to change the school
division’s graduation requirements.” Given
the current academic status of T. C. Will-
iams, this petition would likely receive fa-
vorable consideration.

Near the end of its Jan. 13 meeting, the
School Board considered the 2011-2012
Program of Studies and received a briefing
from staff on proposed changes. While sev-
eral courses were proposed for addition, no
changes were proposed for Human Growth
and Development.

Unfortunately this fast tracking of deci-
sions with minimal time for public consid-
eration or comment is becoming a hallmark
of the current School Board and adminis-
tration. I suggest the Board set aside a final
decision and encourage public comment on
the proposed program of studies. This
would demonstrate a commitment to the
following statement in the Transformation
Plan: “Our belief is that partnerships with
parents and the community are an impor-
tant and essential part of students’ success.”

Scott Newsham
Former Member, School Board

What’s Best?
To the Editor

Citizens of the City of Alexandria are at a
crossroads in deciding how to fund future
transit and transportation needs.

The population of the City of Alexandria
has grown from 103,217 in 1980 to 155,433
in 2010. Growth has been unending, plac-
ing greater demands on Government ser-
vices. The surrounding growth of Fairfax
County and Arlington Counties has been
similar if not greater.

In the nearly 40 years that I have lived
here, Alexandria has changed from a small
town with ‘60s and ‘70s suburban develop-
ment to a more urban area. Friends remem-
ber when Shirley Highway was first built
and taking Sunday drives through parts of
what is now the West End of Alexandria.
Van Dorn Street stopped at Holmes Run
before being extended to a new Landmark
Mall. Much of the area near the Seminary
was an area where you could still ride
horses.

By in large, growth has been beneficial,
but it also can bring additional costs. The
quality of life living in Alexandria has
changed. Government must also change to
meet increased demands; but also continue
to provide services that protect property

values and ensure Alexandria is an attrac-
tive and affordable place to live.

Bordered by Arlington and Fairfax Coun-
ties, growth does not stop at the City bound-
aries. Both counties have enacted a com-
mercial add-on tax to fund major transpor-
tation and transit projects. They are mak-
ing investments and embarking on projects
fostering economic development that in-
cludes small and large businesses. This is
part of a long-term strategy to increase re-
tail sales, job growth and slow the increase
in property tax rates.

Alexandria has had less success compet-
ing for office and retail development. Rec-
ognizing its unique location and character,
Alexandria needs to continually reevaluate
its own strategy for planned growth and
redevelopment near metro, transit centers
and along commercial corridors.

The City of Alexandria has lacked a strat-
egy to fund growth in transportation. The
City has used a “tin-cup” approach relying
on state funds, federal grants, Congressional
earmarks and pleas for developer conces-
sions to help finance infrastructure improve-
ments.

State revenues have declined dramatically
leaving the funding of transportation and
transit projects to local government. It is
only now the City is considering adopting
an additional source of revenue to offset the
reduced funding. The lack of adequate fund-
ing has delayed road and transit improve-
ments near the new BRAC office complex
at Mark Center. It has also hampered City
efforts to work with adjacent jurisdictions
to plan, prioritize, and fund joint transpor-
tation and transit projects benefiting Alex-
andria residents.

Kerry Donley in a recent article and at
various meetings makes a compelling argu-
ment for considering an add-on tax on com-
mercial real estate. He recognizes the po-
tential impacts on businesses and hopefully
the City will provide some relief for busi-
nesses that may be adversely impacted. Mr.
Donley has taken the lead and courageously
raised the issue for discussion.

I don’t want to see tax rates raised un-
necessarily. However, a failure to plan and
invest in the future will only lead to less
choice, complaining, increased traffic con-
gestion and more expensive alternatives in
the future.

The City should focus on making public
transit a more attractive alternative. Fund-
ing should be targeted for road improve-
ment and transit projects that will facilitate
balanced economic growth, multiple use
development and connections to transit ser-
vices in nearby local jurisdictions. Too of-
ten planning has emphasized making it
easier for commuters to drive through Al-
exandria, at the expense of our citizens liv-
ing, shopping and working in Alexandria.

Increased local funding for street im-
provements and transit will require public
support. It should be part of an overall strat-
egy for Alexandria; to foster environmen-
tally safe, sustainable development that
encourages greater use of modern public
transit. Change happens. We need to have
the discussion and address it in a positive
way to ensure that Alexandria continues to
be a desirable place to live and work.

Dave Cavanaugh
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