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Winter Fun, Page 8

Junior Nathalie Goudy
watches as her model, junior
Margo Swomley, walks down
the runway in the dress she
designed for the show.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he McLean Community Center serves as
shelter from the cold this winter, as it of
fers creative outlets on the calendar all
the way to Spring. In addition to events

at the Alden Theatre and the McLean Project for the
Arts, locals of all ages can find something to do at
the center.

“My favorite thing for the past few years at the
community center has been the jewelry showcase,”
said Heater Nielsen of McLean. “It falls right before
Valentine’s Day, so I like to go and make sure I get
something for myself, and say it’s from my husband.
It’s a win-win for both of us.”

The fourth annual jewelry showcase will take place
Feb. 5 at the MCC, offering a selection of handmade
jewelry from dozens of local vendors. Refreshments
will be provided by Sweet Leaf, and admission is $3.

Kim Roeburndale of McLean said she enjoys the
Alden Theatre most of all. After seeing “The Drowsy
Chaperone,” which is currently playing, she said her
new year’s resolution is to make it out to the theater
more.

“I heard about [The Drowsy Chaperone] from a
friend, and it just blew me away,” she said. “I didn’t

know there was theater of this level going on right
in the backyard.”

In addition to “The Drowsy Chaperone,” which runs
until Jan. 29, the Alden Theatre will feature a new
series of speakers, on topics such as children’s music
and Muslim culture.

“I’m really looking forward to the presentation on
Muslims and Pop Culture,” Roeburndale said. “It’s
about the differences between the Western and Mus-
lim world, and in this day and age, I think it’s impor-
tant to be educated about that.”

The McLean Project for the Arts will also have ex-
hibits running throughout the season. Until March
5, the Emerson Gallery will be hosting “Beyond the
Pale,” a multi-media collection of five artists who
work outside the box. Other exhibits running until
March 5 are “Shiny New Tomorrow: New Work” by
Bill Gusky and “Of A Piece: Paintings” by Deborah
Addison Coburn.

“I’m a big fan of the McLean Project for the Arts,
anytime I take my son or daughter to something
around here, I make it a point to stop by,” said Trevor
Canfield of McLean. “The ‘Beyond the Pale’ is one of
my favorites in recent memory, I like art that’s dif-
ferent, and these works really make you stop and do
a double-take sometimes.”

The artists, Amber Robles-Gordon, Huguette Roe,
Suzanna Fields, Gina Denton and Joseph Barbaccia,
are known for their use of unexpected color combi-
nations, unusual materials and new and different
ways of using tried and true media.

A full calendar of upcoming events can be found at
www.mcleancenter.org.

Photo by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

From left, Larry Baird, playing the Man in
the Chair, offers his commentary on a
scene being performed by Kitty (played by
Jordan Hougham) and Mr. Feldzieg
(played by Allen McRae) during rehearsals
for “The Drowsy Chaperone,” which is
currently playing at the McLean Commu-
nity Center.

Photo Contributed

Jewelry such as this Roz Swartz Williams
piece will be available at the annual
McLean Jewelry Showcase on Feb. 5 at the
McLean Community Center.

Capitol Steps will perform at Langley High on Sun-
day, Feb. 27.

Winter Fun in McLean
❖ FEB. 2: A Parent’s Guide to Children’s Music, Alden Theatre, 8 p.m.

Musical artists Cathy and Marcy Will discuss the world of children’s music,
including the benefits of quality music on a child.

❖ FEB. 5: Fourth Annual McLean Jewelry Showcase, McLean Community
Center, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The showcase will feature a variety of quality,
handmade jewelry collections and designs by exhibitors from around the
region. Admission is $3.

❖ FEB. 9: Martha Graham, the Pioneer, Alden Theatre, 8 p.m. Learn about
dancer and choreographer Martha Graham and her impact on American
Arts. George Mason University dance professor Dan Joyce and
choreographers Christopher Morgan and Dana McLeod will speak.

❖ FEB. 12: Family Art Workshop, McLean Project for the Arts, 10 a.m. Learn
to mix primary colors to make floating mobiles. Price is $10 per family.

❖ FEB. 12: Puppetry Festival, McLean Community Center, 1:30 p.m. Two
shows, “Tangle of Tales” by the Gray Seal Puppets and “Trickster Tales” by
Barefoot Puppets. Following performances, children will be able to make
puppets. The price is $10 for McLean residents, $12 for others.

❖ FEB. 12: McLean Orchestra: Lullaby, Oakcrest School, 8 p.m. Local
conductor Christopher Hite will conduct the features performances of the
Lullaby theme by Johannes Brahms, the Slavonic dances of Antonin Dvorak
and the Masquerade Suite of Aram Khatchaturian. Price is $30 for adults,
$25 for seniors and $15 for youth under 16 with ID.

❖ FEB. 16: Islam in Pop Culture, Stereotypes, Stigma and Shtick, Alden
Theatre, 8 p.m. Explore mass media and pop culture in the Western and
Arab worlds and how Muslims are portrayed worldwide. Panelists will
include Georgetown University professors of Islamic Studies Dr. Laurie
King-Irani and Dr. Adel Iskandar.

❖ FEB. 26: Outdoor Adventure and Fitness Expo, McLean Community
Center, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Information and exhibits on activities such as
SCUBA diving, llama trekking, back-country cooking and more. There will
be interactive exhibits, adaptive sports and a Dutch oven cooking contest.

❖ FEB. 27: Capitol Steps, Langley High School, 7 p.m. Music and political
satire presented by the Washington, D.C.-based troupe of former
Congressional staffers turned songwriters. Admission is $30.

❖ MARCH 12: Family Art Workshop, McLean Project for the Arts, 10 a.m.
Bring pictures and books about the planets and stars to create adventure
drawings about outer space. Price is $10 per family.

❖ MARCH 20: Meet Author Anita Shreve, Alden Theatre, 3 p.m. Shreve,
author of 16 novels, will be signing copies of her books, proceeds from
sales will go to sponsor this and future Fairfax County Public Library
programs.

❖ MARCH 22: McLean Youth Orchestra performs with the Tokyo Chiba
Youth Orchestra, Oakcrest School, 3 p.m. Members of the Tokyo Chiba
Youth Orchestra will travel and performs with the McLean Youth
Orchestra, as part of the two groups’ musical exchange program.

Wintering in McLean
Community center hosts
cultural events throughout
the winter.

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to mclean@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

THURSDAY/JAN. 27
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support

Group. 6:30 p.m. Sunrise of
McLean, 8315 Turning Leaf Lane,
McLean. 703-902-8102.

SATURDAY/JAN. 29
Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34) is

holding a Great Falls Town Hall
Meeting, 10:00 a.m. at the Great
Falls Grange, 9818 Georgetown Pike.
Del. Comstock invites you to join her
in Great Falls to discuss issues facing
the Commonwealth.

Conversations About Elder Issues.
10 a.m. The Women’s Center, 127
Park St. N.E., Vienna. Tips and
strategies for effective
communication within and between

generations. With Jeannett Twomey,
JD, Va. Certified Mediator and
Sharon Schroer, JD. $45, $35
members. Register at
www.thewomenscenter.org or 703-
281-2657.

MONDAY/JAN. 31
Northern Virginia Chapter of the

National Alliance on Mental
Illness Meeting. 7 p.m. at First
Christian Church, 6165 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. 703-256-2908.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 2
Raise Your Child’s Social IQ:

Stepping Stones to People
Skills for Kids. 7:30 p.m. Flint Hill
Elementary, 2444 Flint Hill Road,
Vienna. With author, social worker
and psychotherapist Cathi Cohen.
Open to parents of Flint Hill
Elementary or Thoreau Middle
School students. www.fhespta.org.

Bulletin Board
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
s someone who lived in
McLean for a quarter
century, Suzi Weinert

knows the good and the bad of
the area. And when she decided
to foray into the world of mys-
tery writing, it became the natu-
ral setting for terror lying un-
der the surface of a seemingly
normal community.

Weinert, who was born into
an Air Force family, and
“switched uniforms” when she
married an Army officer, is no
stranger to moving around. But
she always had a special con-
nection to McLean.

“I spent 25 years in McLean,
and I always felt it was home, I
put down roots here,” Weinert
said. “Mysteries always take
place in New York or Chicago,
but I wanted to go to something
different.”

Her book “Garage Sale
Stalker,” which came out on
December, is that something.
Set in McLean, Great Falls and
Vienna, it tells the story of Jen-
nifer Shannon, whose love of
garage sales sets in motion a
terrifying set of events.

“I used to go to these remote
garage sales in Pennsylvania,
and I remember thinking how
easy it would be to disappear,”
she said. “Adventure can come
in different forms. You can be a
surfer on the edge of a wave,
or a garage sale that is perfectly
safe, at least you’ll think so un-
til you read my book.”

As the novel progresses,

Shannon’s love of garage sales
leads her into a world of mur-
der, child abuse, theft and dark
family secrets.

THE BOOK has generated
some underground buzz, with
many readers agreeing that it’s
a thrilling page-turner.

“Mrs. Weinert displays not
only extensive experience in ev-
erything from estate sales to
yard sales, but also to the sell-
ers themselves,” said Karen
Kovarik of Lake of the Woods,
Va., who selected the book for
discussion for her local book
club. “This is a well-paced, well-
crafted novel that will keep
pages turning into late hours.”

Bill Raiford, a fellow writer
and friend of Weinert’s, also
spoke positively about the book.

“The individual characters
are extremely well thought out
and their interplay is interwo-
ven in the most gripping
manor,” he said. “I found the
reading of the novel to be a very
interesting experience and
would recommend it to anyone
who likes that genre.”

Weinert made her first foray
into writing at age eight, when
she wrote about a family of rob-
ins on three-ring notebook pa-
per. Later she would make sto-
ries out of words from her
weekly spelling lists, instead of
just writing single sentences,
she would make them into a
serial-style story.

“I have no idea why I did it
that way, but each week I would

By Nicholas M. Horrock

The Connection

T
he managers of the Dulles Corridor
Metrorail Project said Wednesday that
last January’s (2010) record blizzard and
delays in utility relocation along the

Route 7 resulted in a 3.5 months delay in the Phase
1 of the mammoth rail project.

The “scheduled substantial completion date is fore-
cast for November 21, 2013,” which is about 3.5
months behind schedule, the managers reported. On
Dec. 22, 2010, the Metrorail managers gave Dulles
Transit Partners, the contractor, “interim direction
for schedule acceleration.” DTR’s recovery plan to
recoup all lost time has been provided to the Metro-
politan Washington Airport Authority which is build-
ing the line and will direct the rail connection from
West Falls Church to Dulles International Airport.

Pat Nowakowski, executive director of the
Metrorail project told members of the Airport Au-
thority, that the project managers have estimated for
budget purposes that the acceleration will cost $7
million dollars. He said the costs are being negoti-
ated with DTR and could come in higher or lower
than the $7 million figure.

Accelerated work is underway, he said.
The delay came up in a briefing on the fourth quar-

ter of 2010 for the Airport Authority at its Reagan
National Airport headquarters.

Other key points in the briefing were:
❖ Construction is 27 per cent complete.
❖ Work on five stations continues to progress
❖ Final design is 95 percent complete
❖ Utility relocation is 99 percent complete.
❖ There have been no recorded injuries on the job

since Oct. 1, 2010 and the recordable incident rate
is 1.42 for 5.5 million work hours

George Morschauser, project executive director for
DTR, said his firm has targeted safety on this project
including letting workers craft their own safety tech-
niques, continuous training and mentoring programs.

He said that DTR conducts a safety warning mes-

sage for the public on WTOP radio and said the pub-
lic needs to be alert when driving and walking near
the miles of work sites.

He said one man, driving with his son in the car,
inadvertently followed a dump truck into a work zone
and became stuck in the mud and the car had to be
craned out.

Marcia McAllister, communications manager for
the Metrorail project, said the Jan. 10, 2010 storm
and its impact on utility relocation were at the core
of the 3.5 month delay.

The storm itself delayed work and then the bulk of
the power companies working on the relocation to
restore power to the thousands of businesses and
homeowners in the Washington area hard hit by the
unusual snowfall.

McAllister said relocating the utilities was vital to
the project. It meant shifting power lines for all the
offices, homes, businesses along Route 7 and for shift-
ing some sewer lines and other underground cables
and connections.

“We have moved much of the wiring underground
and you can notice along a lot of Route 7 that tele-
phone poles and overhead power lines have disap-
peared,” she said.

Nowakowski said the delay in getting delivery of
new rail cars (now 2013 and 2014) has been eased.
Metro has agreed to supply additional cars from its
rolling stock for tests along the new “Silver Line,” as
the Dulles route is called, while delivery of the new
cars is ongoing.

He reported that the project has to pay sales tax
on materials and labor it buys and that this was not
considered in the planning and that it has been paid
from the project’s $312 million contingency fund.

McAlister said that when the project was first
launched some believed the Virginia legislature
would waive the sales tax on a public project, but
that never materialized. The board members in-
structed Nowakowski to learn if the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation has to pay tax on materials
and labor.

Nowakowski said that about half of the nearly $3
billion phase one budget has been spent.

The “Silver Line” was a project that many hoped
would be built in 1976 when Dulles first opened. It
is some 23 miles long and construction is in two
phases. Phase 1 is Wiehle Avenue to Reston in 2013.
Phase 2 is Reston to Virginia 772, beyond Dulles by
2015.

‘Silver Line’ Accelerates
Rail to Dulles runs 3.5
months behind schedule,
accelerated work underway.

Both inbound and
outbound tunnel
mining is complete
and the tunnel
smoothing shotcrete
application for
waterproofing is now
underway.

Contributed

Suzi Weinert, who lived in McLean for 25 years, has
written her first novel, a mystery-thriller set in
McLean and the surrounding areas.
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Author Suzi Weinert’s first novel
set in McLean, surrounding areas.

Thriller Finds
Home in McLean
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News

By Shirley J. Gregory

The Connection

T
he McLean Project for the Arts
launched its newest exhibit, Be
yond the Pale, with an Opening
Artist’s Reception Thursday

evening, Jan. 20. Beyond the Pale is an ex-
hibit featuring five artists with distinct ar-
tistic techniques, Amber Robles-Gordon,
Huguette Roe, Suzanna Fields, Gina
Denton, and Joseph Barbaccia. Beyond the
Pale joins two other concurrent exhibits:
Paintings by Deborah Addison Coburn, in
the Ramp Gallery, and Shiny New Tomor-
row, new work by Bill Gusky in the Atrium
Gallery.

Reception attendees were given an over-
view of the exhibit, providing them with a
description of the artists and their work.
Beyond the Pale is a multi-media exhibition
featuring artists whose work shows an ac-
cumulation, and a tremendous amount of
motion. Their adventuresome works suc-
cessfully break a number of formal rules and
expectations. These artists work “outside
the box” by employing unexpected color
combinations, unusual materials, and new
and different ways of using tried and true
media, and reflects accumulation and lay-
ering as part of their techniques.

Huguette Roe, a Falls Church resident,
derives inspiration at recycling facilities for
the rhythm. Using non-classic photography,
she captures the color patterns she finds in
the sorting boxes in the recycling environ-
ment, such as the multi-colored wires, or
crushed Coca Cola cans, reflecting the
theme of detail, layering, and accumulation;
accumulation as a process.

Deborah Addison Coburn begins with a
drawing, cuts the picture into pieces, cre-
ates a collage with the pieces. She then
paints the resulting collage, creating a col-
lage within collage in a sort of a cubist pro-
cess. These paintings are essentially ab-
stract, though they also carry in them a
strong sense of the landscape.

Bill Gusky recasts memories by free-fares
of things going by very fast. The imagery
from both the unconscious mind and from
popular culture. Within a timeframe of
2008-2010, he used characters and TV im-
ages, such as cartoons and commercials,
from his youth in various ways that are, as
he explained it, “Stuck in his head. So, I
might as well use them!”

Nasrin Navab, a Fairfax resident who
takes art classes at MPA, said that his paint-
ings are reflective of memories. “Memories
are complicated; some things that fasci-
nated us as children are not funny  any-
more.” Yet, Gusky captures memories in sort
of a cartoon of the memories themselves.

Amber Gordon uses found materials in
her carefully colored studies and embellish-
ments of common objects. Susan Fields cre-
ates pictures from dried acrylic paint, gen-
erating pattering and cycling of images.
Jeanna Detton presents pieces that are
pretty, but also a little bit scary. She em-
ploys a felting techniques on cloth, shapes
them into fantasy items, “body parts,” and
creatures, then adds embellishments of
found items, including human and animal
hair, buttons, etc.

Joseph Barbaccia’s work exhibits an al-
most obsessive process, repetitive motion:
It is an example of awakened creativity
taken to another level. His art progressed
over the years from painting to semi-carved
plaster then to Styrofoam sculptures cov-
ered with sequins. Like the Japanese tradi-
tion for creating teacups, or the Amish quilt
tradition, he purposefully includes a small

flaw in each piece, such as a sequin that
doesn’t fit. Beginning at the bottom of the
piece, he works up, like snake scales, plac-
ing up to 11 thousand pins and sequins a
process that transforms into a rhythmic,
almost a meditative state. Once the rhythm
is set, placing pin into sequin, sticking it
into the foam, he can work from 45 min-
utes up to, the longest time he’s ever spent,
6 hours. He always begins with a vision,
and lets the vision cook for a while. Then
he carves Styrofoam with knives, not hot
wires, and sands it smooth.

“I just love his pieces. They’re so alive,”
said Sharon Fishel, MPA Director of the
Outreach Program. She and her son Robin
Smith attended the reception to prepare for
the gallery tours she will lead for the next
month and a half for approximately two
thousand students. She also conducts Fam-
ily Day Workshops at MPA.

Erica Harrison, an artist from the Greater
Reston Center who specializes in live draw-
ings, described the exhibit as “… whimsi-
cal, uplifting, like the light in the window
sun shiny, or a woman colorful closet.”

Ellen Rosenblum, MPA Board Member,
said, “I’m loving the colors and vibrancy.
It’s different from anything else.”

New exhibits open at
the McLean Project
for the Arts.

Artists’ Work Goes Beyond the Pale

Seven TJHSST
Students Named
Intel Semifinalists

Seven students at Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Technol-
ogy in Alexandria were named semi-
finalists in the 2011 Intel Science Tal-
ent Search. Each semifinalist will re-
ceive a $1,000 award. In addition, TJ
will receive $1,000 for each semifinal-
ist to be used to further excellence in
science, math and engineering educa-
tion.

 TJ’s Intel semifinalists and the titles
of their projects are:

William Edward Bunting, 18,
Herndon, Neutrino and An-
tineutrino Mass Bounds by a New
Method

Sanjeet Das, 18, Chantilly,
Metamaterial integrated Solar
Concentrator (MiSC)

Sang Min Han, 18, Fairfax,
Excitation of Low Frequency
Stimulated Electromagnetic
Emissions (LF/SEE) in the
Ionosphere by High Power Radio
Waves

Kelly McKenzie Ivins-O’Keefe,
16, Annandale, Hydrogen Sulfide:
A Novel Molecular Target for
Breast Cancer Therapy

Venkat Iyer, 17, Herndon, Crystal-
lization of a Novel Malarial
Protein CelTOS, for X-ray Crystal
Structure Determination and
Anti-malarial Development

Aman Dev Kansal, 18, Vienna,
Synthesis and Characterization of
Indium Nitride Nanowires

Rachel Epstein Marzen, 17,
McLean, Climate Induced Ecosys-
tem Regime Shifts in the Bering
Sea: Evidence from the Benthic
Ostracode Assemblage

 Three hundred semifinalists were
selected this year from a pool of 1,744
applicants representing 499 high
schools in 42 states, the District of
Columbia, and one overseas school.
Finalists will be announced Jan. 26,
and invited to attend the week-long
Intel Science Institute in Washington,
D.C., in March and compete for a
grand prize of $100,000.

 The Intel Science Talent Search rec-
ognizes independent research de-
signed and executed by the students.
Students submit detailed research re-
ports, essay questions, recommenda-
tions, transcripts, and test scores.

All students at TJ are expected to
complete a science or engineering re-
search project during twelfth grade,
either by working in one of the 13 sci-
ence and technology research labora-
tories at the school, or by working in
a commercial, government or univer-
sity research lab or technical facility
through TJ’s mentorship program. TJ
students competing in the Intel Sci-
ence Talent Search typically begin
their projects before 12th grade.

Huguette Roe before her recycling photo of crushed
Coca Cola cans.

Joseph Barbaccia discusses his sequin creations with
reception attendees, including Sharon Fishel, MPA
Director of the Outreach Program (second from the
right) and her son Robin Smith to her right.

Beyond the Pale
 Beyond the Pale will be on display through

March 5, 2011, at the McLean Project for the Arts
located at McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Avenue, McLean, Virginia. There is no
entry fee. Contact the office at 703-790-1953 or go
to their website, www.mpaart.org/about.php for
more information.

Deborah Addison
Coburn shows her
cubist creations.

Photos by

Shirley J. Gregory/

The Connection
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Discussing
Everyday Life
During the
Civil War

McLean Historical Society will
present the program on everyday
life during the Civil War in a meet-
ing on Monday, Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m.
Speaker Charles Mauro will dis-
cuss challenges and obstacles for
the people of Fairfax and espe-
cially those in the areas of ongo-
ing Federal occupation such as
Langley and the area known to-
day as McLean, and how was life
different during the four years of
the War Between the States? Liv-
ing only a few miles from the capi-
tal of the Union and in an area
whose complicated loyalties were
well-known in the results of the
Secession votes, everything
changed after May of 1861.

Charles V. (Chuck) Mauro is the
author and photographer of “A
Southern Spy in Northern Virginia:
The Civil War Album of Laura
Ratcliffe,” “The Civil War in Fairfax
County: Civilians and Soldiers,”
“Herndon: A Town and Its History”
and “Herndon: A History in Im-
ages.” He received the Nan
Netherton Heritage Award for his
historical research, writing, and
photography of “The Battle of
Chantilly (Ox Hill), A Monumen-
tal Storm.”

There is no charge and reserva-
tions are not requested. The pro-
gram will be held at the McLean

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Avenue in McLean.

Teen Center
Offers Teacher
Work Day Trips

The Old Firehouse Teen Center
(OFTC), a satellite program of the
McLean Community Center, will
offer trips on Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools’ teacher workdays.
Fifth through eighth-graders can
join OFTC on these day trips. Reg-
istration is required. Trips depart
and return to the Old Firehouse,
which is located at 1440 Chain
Bridge Rd.

On Monday, Jan. 31, partici-
pants can go tubing or skiing at
Massanutten Resort in
McGaheysville, Va. The bus will
leave at 8 a.m. and return at ap-
proximately 7 p.m. that evening.
The cost for tubing is $65 per per-
son, $55 per person for McLean
tax district residents. To register,
use Activity No. 8303.311. The
cost for skiing is $125 per person,
$100 per person for McLean tax
district residents. To register, use
Activity No. 8305.311. Cost in-
cludes rented equipment (tube or
skis) and a lift ticket. Participants
who do not need to rent equip-
ment can contact OFTC at 703-
448-8336, TTY: 711, to register by
phone at a reduced rate. Partici-
pants should wear appropriate
clothing and bring money for
lunch and dinner.

OFTC will sponsor a day trip to

Dave & Busters at White Flint
Mall in Bethesda, Md. on Tuesday,
Feb. 1. The bus will leave at 11
a.m. and return at approximately
4 p.m. The cost is $45 per per-
son, $35 per person for McLean
district residents. To register, use
Activity No. 8306.311. Partici-
pants will enjoy lunch from a se-
lected menu and have an oppor-
tunity to play a variety of video
games. Participants can bring
money to purchase additional
game credits.

An emergency contact form and
waiver (if required) must be
turned in before the day of the trip.
Forms are available online and at
the Old Firehouse, which is open
8 a.m.–6 p.m. for each day’s trips
participants. For more detailed
information, call OFTC at 703-
448-8336, or visit: http://
www.mcleancenter.org/kids-
teens/old-firehouse.asp.

Comstock to
Chair Housing
Subcommittee

Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34)
has been appointed the Chairman
of the General Laws Housing Sub-
committee.

“This committee deals with is-
sues related to commercial and
residential real estate, apartments,
eminent domain and fire and
emergency medical services. We
know that any economic recovery
depends upon a thriving real es-
tate market. I look forward to

working on the issues on this com-
mittee that are vital to a vibrant
and strong community and
economy,” said Comstock.

Delegate Chris Jones (R-76),
Chairman of the General Laws
Committee, said: “Delegate
Comstock has proven herself to be
a quick study with a strong work
ethic. I am confident she will do
an outstanding job as Chairman of
the General Laws Housing Sub-
committee.”

For more information, please visit
http://www.delegatecomstock.com
or call 703-209-3787.

McLean Historical Society

MCC Seeks
Exhibitors for
Adventure &
Fitness Expo

The McLean Community Center
is seeking exhibitors to participate
in their 2011 Be Fit McLean! Out-
door Adventure & Fitness Expo.
The expo will be held from 10 a.m.

Week in McLean

to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 26, at
the Center. Admission is free. The
Center is located at 1234 Ingleside
Ave.

According to MCC
Intergenerational Program Direc-
tor Ryan Brookes, the goal of the
event is to expose families and in-
dividuals of all ages and ability lev-
els to a range of outdoor fitness
and adventure opportunities in a
manner that allows them to over-
come barriers to achieving an ac-
tive lifestyle through outdoor pur-
suits.

Information and interactive ac-
tivities related to kayaking, rock
climbing, trail-running, geo-cach-
ing, sky diving, scuba diving, dog
packing and llama trekking,
among other topics, will be avail-
able at the expo.

For additional information or an
exhibitor application, contact Ryan
Brookes at 703-448-8336, or write
to: ryan.brookes@fairfaxcounty.gov,
or visit www.mcleancenter.org/spe-
cial-events.

What did you do for fun over winter break;
where did you go?

Viewpoints

—Monika Bapna

Sandy Hoang,
10th grade,
Marshall High
School

“I went to Texas to
visit my family. It’s
very rare that we get
to meet so we spend
the whole time either
going out together or
staying in and just
hanging out”

Rachel Frankel,
10th grade,
Marshall High
School

“My mom took me
snowboarding in
Roundhill, Va. It’s just
amazing to spend
time there and we
love snowboarding”

Tiara Diaz,
10th grade,
Marshall High
School

“Went to the beach
in Puerto Rico. It was
amazing not only
because I have family
there, but I also got to
escape the cold”

Amreen Dhindsa,
11th grade,
Marshall High
School

“We go to Canada a
lot, especially during
the winter. We have a
lot of family there and
we make it a point to
always visit down-
town Toronto and the
CN Tower.”
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Opinion

By Gov. Bob McDonnell

(R)

T
he average Northern
Virginia commuter
spends 70 hours per
year sitting in traffic, ac-

cording to the Texas Transportation
Institute’s 2010 Urban Mobility Re-
port. This is almost three days
wasted — time that could be spent
with family, working to improve our
economy, or volunteering to make
our communities better. This much
time wasted in congestion is unacceptable.

That is why I have proposed a multi-faceted
transportation package that leverages our re-
sources to invest in needed transportation
projects today. My comprehensive transporta-
tion package will inject $4 billion into trans-
portation in the next three years alone, with-
out raising taxes. It will get drivers out of
gridlock and put Virginians back to work.

Some have said that this plan, the single larg-
est monetary infusion for transportation in
decades, doesn’t do enough for transportation.
They say it won’t fully resolve the
Commonwealth’s transportation needs. I agree
that this plan is not the answer to every chal-
lenge we face. There simply is no single easy
answer or funding source that can immediately
solve Virginia’s transportation challenges. Does
that mean we should do nothing while the de-
bate continues on transportation? I think not.
This plan is a major step in the right direction.

Passage of our transportation
package will fund 900 projects
across our Commonwealth. Here in
Northern Virginia, where I was
raised, these projects include the
extension of HOV/HOT Lanes on
Interstate-95/395, the widening of
Interstate 66, the widening of a key
section of Rolling Road in Fairfax
County to address the expected traf-
fic impacts of BRAC, widening

Route 7 in Loudoun County and wid-
ening Route 28 in Fairfax and Prince
William counties. Those are signifi-

cant projects that will have reduce the time
you spend in traffic so you can spend more
time at home and at work.

Here is how our plan works. We will simply
accelerate the issuing of $1.8 billion in bonds
already approved by bipartisan majorities in
the General Assembly in 2007. The funding
sources are already in place to pay the debt
service. By doing this, we can take advantage
of record low interest rates and historically low
prices for highway projects to get the most
bang for the buck.

We will also issue $1.1 billion in federal
GARVEE bonds, which are federally authorized
bonds sold to finance a specific capital project.
In the case of these bonds, the state will use
federal transportation funds to pay the debt
service.

Additionally, we will use $400 million in one-
time money available from our successful au-
dit of VDOT and last year’s budget surplus to

create the Virginia Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Bank which will support private and lo-
cality investments in projects that make our
highway system safer and less congested. Even-
tually this bank will grow to $1 billion by the
end of our administration.

Not only will our plan get new roads built
quickly, it will put thousands of Virginians to
work at the same time. For every $100 million
spent on highway construction, it is estimated
3,000 jobs are created or supported. This plan
will mean thousands of new jobs for Virgin-
ians in one of the toughest job markets in gen-
erations.

For all of these reasons, 43 major business
and transportation groups, including the
Northern Virginia Technology Council, the
Dulles Area Transportation Association, the
Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance, and
the chambers of commerce of Reston, Loudoun,
the Dulles Area, Fairfax County, Prince Will-
iam, Springfield and Arlington all strongly sup-
port this plan — the only comprehensive trans-
portation program anyone has put forward to
get roads built and reduce congestion. And, it
is why state Sen. Chuck Colgan (D-29), chair-
man of the Senate Finance Committee, has
signed on as a co-patron of the bill.

Rather than spend more years debating and
pointing fingers, let’s get started investing in
transportation improvements today. This fis-
cally responsible, comprehensive transporta-
tion program will get new roads built now and
will move our Commonwealth forward on this
critical issue. It is attracting broad, bipartisan
support and I encourage you to visit my
website, www.governor.virginia.gov to read the
details of my plan for yourself. I know that,
working together, we can get traffic moving in
Virginia.

It’s Time for Responsible
Transportation Investment
Governor’s plan will dedicate $4 billion to
transportation in next three years.

Commentary

Business of
Government
To the Editor:

I read your editorial entitled,
Transportation Plan without Sub-
stance [Great Falls Connection,
Jan/ 19-25]. I think that you are
right on the mark. I am in favor of
the Commonwealth owning liquor
stores, and earning money from
that endeavor. Experience clearly
shows that government is so much
better at running things than are
commercial interests. We have an
excellent local example of that in
the construction of the Capitol
Visitors Center that was overseen
by Congress.

Liquor is an evil substance so
keeping prices high through lack
of competition (at least for those
persons unable to cross the
Potomac to DC or Maryland) helps
inhibit its use. I favor ending sale

of wine and beer through outlets
not owned by the Commonwealth.
What do grocery and beverage
stores know about selling products
anyway?

I am hoping that Governor
McDonnell will consider importing
some unemployed central plan-
ners from the old Soviet Union,
and find even more sources of rev-
enue by running more businesses.
I suggest that community newspa-
pers could be the next source of
revenue.

Max Padon
Great Falls

Time to Act Now
On Global
Warming
To the Editor:

As the 112th Congress and the

General Assembly begin their ses-
sions, I remind legislators that
their agendas should include ad-
dressing climate change. During
cold periods such as January in
Washington, it’s easy to deny glo-
bal warming, but the planet is in-
deed heating up. According to the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, the first quarter of
2010, famous for
“snowmaggedon,” turned out to
be the warmest first quarter on
record. The year 2010 tied 2005
as the warmest year on record, and
the month of June and the sum-
mer of 2010 were the warmest on
record as well.

Our country cannot afford the
costs of climate change, which in-
clude heat-related deaths,
droughts, destroyed crops and in-
frastructure. Instead, we need the
clean energy investments and jobs
that a renewable energy revolu-
tion will bring. Studies like the one

by the University of Massachusetts
have found that clean energy in-
vestments could create 1.7 million
jobs. We know the facts and the
relative costs, and the Virginia
Commission on Climate Change,
numerous scientists, multiple re-
spected studies and countless au-
thorities have urged Congress to
act. How much more does it take?
When will Congress act?

Linda Burchfiel
McLean

The writers is a Chair of NOVACAN
(Northern Virginia Climate Action
Network).
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our mobile
kitchen and bathroom showroom and design center!!

Tax Season Special!

(Offer Expires 2/15/11)

$6850
(5x7) Tub Bathroom Remodel:

• Granite countertop
• Porcelain or Ceramic
• Moen Brushed Nickel

• Upgraded Vanity
Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

Bringing the Showroom to YOU!!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6”–12’)

Evergreen Magnolias, Hollies,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

Rhododendrons,
Crape Myrtle, Redbuds

9:00–5:00 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
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Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates
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Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates
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Spring is in theSpring is in the
GreenhouseGreenhouse

Citrus, CyclamenCitrus, CyclamenCitrus, Cyclamen
& Amaryllis& Amaryllis& Amaryllis

50% OFF

Ends Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28thEnds Feb. 28th

From Page 3

News

Sequel in Making
wait for the spelling lists and

make up a new part of the story,
and my teacher would let me read
to class,” she said. “The other stu-
dents would always ask me ‘what’s
next?’ but I never knew until I
would get those words.”

Weinert studied creative writing
in college, but raising a family,
volunteering and other activities
took up her time. One such activ-
ity was scouring local garage,
yard, estate and other sales for
items.

“The possibili-
ties in this area
are stunning.
You’ve got a large
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
p o p u l a t i o n ,
whether its dip-
lomats or people
who have
worked or lived
in other coun-
tries, and you
never know what
you’re going to
find,” she said.
“I’m a chatty person, and it’s re-
markable what you learn at these
sales. Every sale has its own story.”

As someone who likes to be en-
tertained, but also learn, Weinert
filled her book with her first-hand
experience on how to get the most
out of a garage sale. Through the
eyes of Shannon, the reader learns
just how a seasoned garage sale
buyer goes about her business.

Sibyle Jenks, a past resident of
McLean and Great Falls, said the
choice of setting added to the in-
tensity of the story.

“If [a stalker] could be in
McLean or Great Falls, then one
could be anywhere,” Jenks said.
“Having lived in both of these ar-
eas, I recognized familiar sites that
were involved in the story. Fortu-
nately, I did not know of the dan-
gers that were lurking around ga-

rage sales while I lived there.”
Ruth Geils of Charlottesville, Va.

Said Weinert has a “real knack for
the thriller.” She called the idea of
setting the novel at a garage sale
as a “novel and fun idea.”

Weinert began writing the book
about five years ago, though it
began as a hobby, and she wasn’t
sure if it would amount to any-
thing.

“I would fit in moments of writ-
ing whenever I could, but no one
expected it to become a book, me
most of all,” she said. “But I have
an active imagination, and I kept

w o n d e r i n g
where the story
could go, and I
followed that
path.”

WHILE AT-
TENDING writ-
ers’ conferences
and other events,
she began to
send her work to
publishers. After
receiving plenty
of rejection let-

ters (she says that only one in
78,000 new books get published),
one day she opened an e-mail that
was a life-changer.

“It was a life changing moment,”
she said. “One minute you’re just
checking e-mail, and all of a sud-
den you’ve jumped up and printed
the e-mail to show to someone,
just to make sure you’re not
dreaming.”

Weinert said her publisher has
expressed interest in a sequel, and
that will be the next step in her
writing career.

Local bookstores do not have the
book yet (they should in 4-6 weeks
Weinert said) it is available on
amazon.com and at
www.garagesalestalker.com.
Weinert says in the spring she will
do several signings at local book-
stores.

“I’m a chatty
person, and it’s
remarkable what
you learn at these
sales. Every sale
has its own story.”

— Author Suzi Weinert
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McLean Community Players Garner
WATCH Award Nomination

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/JAN. 27
Jonas Sees In Color, Poema,

Queens Club, Mercury In
Summer and The Baby Grand. 7
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Two Family One Acts: “Wolf Tales”
and “The Dogs are Coming.” 7
p.m. George C Marshall High School,
7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. A
Mother Goose spoof and Rayn
Epremian’s biographical piece about
an Armenian girl struggling with
prejudice & separation. $5. 703-714-
5450.

Ari Hest with Bess Rogers. 8 p.m.
The Barns at Wolf Trap, 1645 Trap
Road, Vienna. Indie-folk. $18. 703-
938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 28
Mason Jazz Concert. 8 p.m. at the

George Mason University Center for
the Arts Harris Theatre, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Free. 888-
945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

L.A. Theatre Works “The Real Dr.
Strangelove”. 8 p.m. at the George
Mason University Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets $18-$36, available at
888-945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

“The Drowsy Chaperone.“ 8 p.m.
McLean Community Center Alden
Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Glamorous brides, tap-dancing
groomsmen and more. $17-$19. 703-
790-9223 or www.mcleanplayers.org.

“The Dining Room.” 7:30 p.m. James
Madison High School, 2500 James
Madison Drive, Vienna. The play takes
place in one dining room, outside of
the restraints of time. $5.
madisondrama.com.

Callers and Brainfang at 7 p.m. and
Murphy’s Kids, Irresponsible
and Feed God Cabbage at 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Two Family One Acts: “Wolf Tales”
and “The Dogs are Coming.” 7
p.m. George C Marshall High School,
7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. A
Mother Goose spoof and Rayn
Epremian’s biographical piece about
an Armenian girl struggling with
prejudice & separation. $5. 703-714-
5450.

David Jolley and Eduard Laurel. 8
p.m. The Barns at Wolf Trap, 1645
Trap Road, Vienna. Russian pieces
from Reinhold Glière, Alexander

Armenian girl struggling with prejudice
& separation. $5. 703-714-5450.

“The Reluctant Dragon.” 4 p.m. St.
John’s Church, 6715 Georgetown
Pike, McLean. A children’s operetta
with music by John Rutter and words
by David Grant, performed by
vocalists Devin Wulff, Kara Morgan
and Nigel Tangredi. Free, donations
to the Music Fund accepted. 703-356-
4902 or www.stjohnsmclean.org.

MONDAY/JAN. 31
Faculty Artist Series: Harry

Watters, trombone and Dr.
Dickinson, trombone. 8 p.m. at
the George Mason University Center
for the Arts Harris Theatre, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Free. 888-
945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 2
Bands without Borders Featuring

Brother Shamus, The
Weathervanes and Half Brother.
7:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Buckwheat Zydeco. 8 p.m. The Barns
at Wolf Trap, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. Louisiana zydeco music. $24.
703-938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 3
An Evening with Todd Wright and

Cal Everett. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

Author Sandra Parshall. 7:30 p.m.
Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. The author will sign
and read from “Broken Places”.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library.

FRIDAY/FEB. 4
“Fuddy Meers” by David Lindsay-

Abaire. 8 p.m. 1st Stage Theater,
1524 Spring Hill Road, McLean.
Claire’s amnesia causes her to awaken
each morning as a blank slate, and
chaos arises as everyone tries to fill in
the holes of her lost memory. A dirty
puppet, an ex-criminal and a fake cop
add to the dark comedy. 703-854-
1856 or www.1ststagetysons.org.

Mark Morris Dance Group. 8 p.m.
George Mason University Center for
the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. The D.C. area premiere of
“Petrichor,” set to the music of Heitor
Villa-Lobos, plus “Going Away Party,”
“Silhouettes” and “Excursions.” A pre-
performance discussion, free to ticket
holders, begins 45 minutes prior to
the performance on the Center’s
Grand Tier III. Tickets $22-$44,
available at 888-945-2468 or
cfa.gmu.edu.

George C Marshall High School will be presenting two mid
winter family one acts: “Wolf Tales” and “The Dogs are
Coming,” Jan. 27 and 28 at 7 p.m. and Jan. 29 and 30 at 2
p.m.  Tickets $5 for all, includes both shows. Free parking.
Pictured: Marshall High students in ‘Wolf Tales.’

Entertainment

O
n Saturday, Jan. 22, Lan
gley High School was
transformed into a fash-

ion fairyland as the thirty-six stu-
dents in Langley’s Advanced Fash-
ion Marketing class held their
show, Once Upon a Runway: A
Fashion Fairytale. Over 160 stu-
dents and 20 faculty members, in-
cluding Principal Matthew Ragone,
modeled original designs by 10 stu-
dents and collections of outfits
styled by students to reflect current
fashion trends. The show, the larg-
est production at the school, is en-
tirely student-run.

A Fashion Fairyland at Langley High

Senior Farhana Khan, of Great Falls (center) stands between the models who will show
her 12 dresses in the fashion show. The models (in no particular order) are Ana Loria,
Celine Amini, Tarah Golzar, Niki Germano, Hayley Van Gorder, Morgan Hisey, Nicole
Burkart, Maggie Gray, Danielle Lee, Jessie Wheat, Torrie Zarella, and Amanda Baker.
The designs are meant to evoke animals.

The fashion show was a mix of student designs and collections repre-
senting fashion ‘trends.’ The nautical/stripe trend was organized and
directed by Meredith Meeks, Anne Frances Davis, Chandler Ebeier,
and Hanna Hodges. The models are, in no particular order: April
Ferguson, Brittany Tholan, Caroline Kronzer, Christie Goddard,
Deanna Labriny, Jessica Thrush, Katherine Meiser, Katie Altman,
Natalie Richardson, Pallavi Rudraraju.

Sophomore Charlotte
Fernlund, on left,
models a dress de-
signed by Sophomore
Elizabeth Regan, right.

Principal Matthew
Ragone escorts Juniors
Leyly Ram (left) and
Sarah Benzaria (right)
onto the stage. Ram and
Benzaria are members of
the Fashion class that
was responsible for
developing and executing
the fashion show.
Benzaria was PR Chair
for the show.

Sophomore Eliza-
beth Regan sports
her ‘Bohemian’
hair and makeup.
She will be model-
ing a fashion
‘trend’ in the show
and will have a
dress she designed
modeled in the
show.

Alicia Underhill, a Junior, blows a kiss to
the crowd at the end of the runway.
Underhill was one of the co-directors of
the student-run show.

Photos by Deb Cobb/The Connection

Scriabin, and Alexander Glazunov.
$35. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 29
Hobey Ford’s Golden Rod Puppets:

Animalia. 2 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.

Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie. 8
p.m. at George Mason University
Center for the Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. The German
State Philharmonic, conducted by
Philippe Entremont on its first tour of
the U.S., performing Strauss’ “Till
Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche” and
Brahms’ Symphony No. 4, Op. 98.
Entremont also joins Sebastian
Knauer on piano for Mozart’s
Concerto for Two Pianos, No. 10 in E-
Flat major, K. 365. Tickets are $30-
$60, available at 888-945-2468 or
cfa.gmu.edu.

“The Drowsy Chaperone.“ 8 p.m.
McLean Community Center Alden
Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Glamorous brides, tap-dancing
groomsmen and more. $17-$19. 703-
790-9223 or www.mcleanplayers.org.

“The Dining Room.” 7:30 p.m. James
Madison High School, 2500 James
Madison Drive, Vienna. The play takes
place in one dining room, outside of
the restraints of time. $5.
madisondrama.com.

Musical Tribute to Jim Tucker
featuring The Lost Highway
Band, Laurie Jones & SB2 and
MHR at 5 p.m. and Passafire and
Three Legged Fox at 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Two Family One Acts: “Wolf Tales”
and “The Dogs are Coming.” 2

p.m. George C. Marshall High School,
7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. A
Mother Goose spoof and Rayn
Epremian’s biographical piece about an
Armenian girl struggling with prejudice
& separation. $5. 703-714-5450.

John Eaton. 7:30 p.m. The Barns at
Wolf Trap, 1645 Trap Road, Vienna.
Big band and jazz music. $25. 703-
938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

SUNDAY/JAN. 30
Music for a Russian Festival. 4 p.m.

Saint Luke Parish, 7001 Georgetown
Pike, McLean. With the Washington
Symphonic Brass, music by Prokofiev,
Shostakovich, Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-
Korsakov, Mussorgsky and more.
Adults $25, seniors $20, students $15.
866-962-7277 or www.wsbrass.com.

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department
Bingo. 7 p.m. at the VVFD, 400
Center St. South, Vienna. Games held
every Sunday in the Flame Room.
www.vvfd.org.

Faculty Artist Series: Mira Yang,
mezzo-soprano. 7 p.m. at the
George Mason University Center for
the Arts Harris Theatre, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Free. 888-
945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

Robbie Fulks and Timothy
Bracken. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

Violinist Josef Spacek. 3 p.m. Alden
Theatre, McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. Free.
www.amadeusconcerts.com.

Two Family One Acts: “Wolf Tales”
and “The Dogs are Coming.” 2
p.m. George C. Marshall High School,
7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. A
Mother Goose spoof and Rayn
Epremian’s biographical piece about an

The McLean Community Players’
production of “Frost/Nixon” gar-
nered a nomination as the Wash-
ington Area Theatre Community
Honors announced the nominees
for the 2010 WATCH Awards Jan.
16 at the Birchmere Music Hall in
Alexandria.

Bob Sams, who played Richard
M. Nixon, was nominated as Out-
standing Lead Actor in a Play for
his performance.

Linda Stone, a producer with
MCP and vice president of the
McLean High School Theatre, was
a presenter at the nominations an-
nouncements.

“It’s exciting to be a part of

WATCH and see the wonderful the-
atre produced throughout the re-
gion,” Stone said. “We’re a family
here.”

Nominees were selected from
121 productions that were adjudi-
cated at 31 community theatre
companies. In each of 38 catego-
ries, five nominees were selected
based on the average scores of
eight judges.

Winners will be announced at
the WATCH Awards ceremony
March 6 at The Birchmere Music
Hall.

—Jeanne Theismann

Linda Stone of the McLean Community Players announces
nominees for the 2010 WATCH Awards at the Birchmere
Music Hall Jan. 16.
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Also, you can visit www.wmal.com Sundays & Mondays to hear how others
found spiritual answers to life’s challenges on Sentinel Radio

spirituality.com, ChristianScience.com
christianscienceDC.org

To learn more about Christian Science visit:

Discover Spiritual Solutions at the

Christian Science Reading Room
6825 Tennyson Drive

McLean, VA  22101
Mon-Sat 10am-2pm _ 703-356-1391

All are warmly welcomed

Healing Through Spiritual Progress

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079

McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek

Catholic Church... 703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286

St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834

St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

St Michael S Episcopal Church

703-241-2474

St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606

St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010

Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer

703-356-3346

Resurrection Lutheran Church

703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of

 the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210

  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824

  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches -Christian Science
McLean-First Church of Christ, Scientist...

703-356-1391

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian

Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant ...703-524-

4115

Clarendon Presbyterian

Church

703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian

Church

703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian

Church...703-536-5600

Westminster Presbyterian ...

703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian
Universalist

Unitarian Universalist Church

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

of Arlington 703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312

Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336

Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621

Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100

Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085

Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Walker Chapel United Methodist

...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Non-Denominational
 New Life Christian Church - McLean Campus

...571-294-8306

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel ...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington

703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington

...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community ... 571-271-8387

Langley High
Participates in
District Festival

Langley High School advanced
Theatre Arts students competed in
the 2011 Liberty District Theatre
Festival on Saturday, Jan. 22, 2011
at George C. Marshall High
School.

This student directed short play
district competition included area
high schools such as Fairfax HS,
Thomas Jefferson HS, James
Madison HS, McLean HS, South
Lakes HS, Stone Bridge HS, Lan-
gley HS, and Marshall HS. Under
Drama Coach Phyliss Jaffe (Lan-
gley HS Theatre Arts Chair), stu-
dent directors Justin Cecil (Jr.) and
Hayley Mueller (Sr.), Langley stu-
dents presented “Comings and
Goings,” by Megan Terry.

Actors Becca Allen, Natalie
Bozorgzad, Nick Calandra,
Chaffee Duckers, Tess Higgins,
Cyrus Kingdom, Jay Mamana, and
Kevin Nejad presented a riveting
performance.

Langley students, from left, Hayley Mueller, Chaffee
Duckers, Kevin Nejad, Cyrus Kingdom, Becca Allen, Nick
Calandra, Natalie Bozorgzad, Tess Higgins, Jay Mamana,
and Justin Cecil.

Chaffee Duckers and Jay Mamana in ‘Comings and Go-
ings,’ at the 2011 Liberty District Theatre Festival.

Schools

Celebrate Year of the Rabbit!
China Kingdom Restaurant

6222 Old Dominion Drive
McLean, VA 22101

703-532-1088

From 2/01 - 2/28

Chinese New Year Special
Extra 10% OFF your entire order

♥ Friday, February 11, 2011 at
the Hilton McLean Tysons Corner

♥ 6:30 P.M. ~ Silent Auction and
Cocktail Reception

♥ 8:00 P.M. ~ Seated dinner in
Ballroom, followed by the Fairfax
Symphony Pops Concert

♥ Forms available for downloading
at fairfaxsymphony.org

2011 FSO Valentine Pops Gala
FAIRFAX SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAFAIRFAX SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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McLean
1020 Union Church Rd....$1,399,000...Sun 2-4....Carol Wilder.................McEnearney..............703-786-8635

Great Falls
11404 Jordan Lane............$899,000...Sun 1-4....Diane Van Volkenburg...Weichert....................703-980-4553

754 Ellsworth Ave...........$1,699,999...Sun 1-4....Diane Van Volkenburg...Weichert ...................703-980-4553

Vienna
1905 Whipping Post Way...$749,000...Sun 1-4....Michael Schmidle ........Real Estate by Owner...703-212-9506

Oakton
12001 Wayland St..............$518,900...Sun 1-4....Pat Stack......................Weichert....................703-597-9373

Herndon
1189 Broad Creek Plc......$1,350,000...Sun 2-5....Pascale Karam.............Long & Foster...........703-472-3749

Reston
11330 Links Drive..............$349,900...Sat 1-4.....Olga Aste .....................Century 21 ...............703-624-4199

11330 Links Drive..............$349,900...Sun 1-4....Rich Langguth.............Century 21 ...............703-609-3079

2523 Freetown Drive..........$535,000...Sun 1-4....Suzanne Burch.............Century 21 ...............703-328-5606

10816 Oldfield Dr...............$569,900...Sun 1-4....Stan Goldberg..............Weichert...................703- 941-0100

Sterling
10 Ferguson Pl...................$385,000...Sun 1-4....Shanna Miller...............Weichert....................703-615-3178

46792 Backwater Dr...........$550,000...Sat 1-4.....Gina Tufano..................Keller Williams..........703-574-3478

20389 Water Valley Ct........$669,000...Sun1-4.....Gina Tufano..................Keller Williams..........703-574-3478

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper. For more real estate
listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 29th & 30th

1189 Broad Creek Plc, Herndon
$1,350,000 • Open Sunday 2-5

Pascale Karam, Long & Foster, 703-472-3749

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Trisha at 703-778-9419, or
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.

By Mike Potashnik and Don Winkler

I-winereview

A
 lot of people make New Year’s Resolutions
they can’t possibly keep, like “I’m going to
stop drinking good wine, and save my
money for a 96 inch LCD, LED, HD, 3D

TV.” Well, to mix metaphors, now you can have your
cake and drink it, too, while watching that new TV.
All you have to do is find good quality wine that
costs almost nothing.

From our travels and writing this past year, we
came across many producers who offer deli-
cious wines at terrific prices. Two
which we especially like  and are
happy to share with readers  are
located in neighboring countries
in South America.

One is Concha y Toro Chile’s
single largest winery, the other is
Doña Paula, a large commercial
winery in Argentina. Concha y
Toro produces a series called
Xplorador; Doña Paula’s series is
called Los Cardos.

Concha y Toro Xplorador
Last year in Santiago we sat down with Concha y

Toro’s chief winemaker, Marcelo Papa, to taste
through almost the full range of wines. We reported
the results of that tasting in The Wines of Chile on
www.i-winereview.com. However, we never reported
on Concha y Toro’s line of entry level wines,
Xplorador. Xplorador wines have suggested retail
prices under $10 a bottle, which usually translates
into something less at your local neighborhood store.

How, you ask, can a respectable winery like Con-
cha y Toro make such inexpensive wines? There are
lot of reasons, of course, but the main one is that the
fruit for these wines is sourced mainly from Chile’s
Central Valley where the yields are high. Then, un-
der the direction of winemaker Tito Urzia, that fruit
is fermented and aged in large stainless steel tanks,
not expensive, small French oak barriques. Don’t kid
yourself. This process isn’t going to produce Chateau
Margaux. But you can get perfectly good, drinkable
wines.

Nothing complicated, not particularly nuanced, just
pure, plain good fruit. This makes them easy drink-
ing, either as an aperitif or with a meal. The
Xplorador 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon is a fruit
forward Cabernet Sauvignon showing mostly red
plum and berry fruit on the nose with just a hint of
brambles and earth. It’s a straight- forward, uncom-
plicated wine, but it’s also surprisingly tasty, balanced
and easy to drink. The Xplorador 2009 Merlot is
a wine that definitely needs to be drunk with food.
It has nice red plum fruit on the nose and palate, but
it also has a green herbal note that can nicely comple-

ment the right kind of food (think
brussel sprouts, asparagus, and other
vegetarian fare). The Xplorador 2010
Malbec shows cherry and raspberry
aromas and vibrant fruit on the palate.
It’s quite delicious, albeit lighter than
the typical Malbec coming out of Argen-
tina.

Dõna Paula Los Cardos
Doña Paula was established in 1997 by Chilean

entrepreneur Ricardo Claro of the Claro Group with
the purchase of 40+ year old Malbec and
Chardonnay vineyards in Luján de Cuyo. The estate
now consists of 1,878 acres of vineyards in the
Tupungato and Luján de Cuyo regions. David Bonomi
is chief winemaker, and Edgardo Del Popolo is
viticulturalist.

Los Cardos is Doña Paula’s entry level wines which
sell for $10-12. The fruit for most of the wines comes
from the Finca El Alto in Ugarteche (Luján de Cuyo)
and the high altitude (1100 m) Finca Los Cerezos in
Valle de Uco, the zone closest to the Andes and there-
fore the coldest and best suited for early-ripening
varietals, especially Sauvignon Blanc and
Chardonnay. Doña Paula 2010 Los Cardos
Sauvignon Blanc shows good varietal character
with an opulent style. It has an effusively fragrant
nose of grapefruit and nettles and a citrus, pear and
herbal palate of very good intensity. This is a very
good wine and an excellent value!

Doña Paula 2009 Los Cardos Chardonnay
is in the ripe, New World style with a nose of smoke,
ripe citrus, and honeydew. It’s ripe on the attack with
good integration of fruit and oak and shows good
acidity on the finish.

Fresh plum and blackberry waft from the glass of
the dark ruby purple Doña Paula 2009 Los
Cardos Malbec. There’s a sweet, tangy attack of
blackberry fruit with notes of underbrush, tar and
earth and good purity of fruit on the finish with firm,
ripe tannins. This wine offers everything, and at a
very reasonable price.

Recommendations for delicious wines for about $10.

Find Great Wines That
Cost Almost Nothing

Don Winkler and Mike Potashnik of i-
WineReview.com, a McLean-based publi-
cation.

Where to Shop
BALDUCCI’S
6655 Old Dominion Drive(McLean VA

22101,  703-448-3828,
www.balduccis.com

CECILES FINEWINE
1351 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, 703-

356-6500, www.finewine.com(

THE VINEYARD OF VIRGINIA
1445 Laughlin Avenue , McLean, 703-

288-2970, www.thevineyardva.com(

TOTAL WINE & MORE
McLean Shopping Center, 1451 Chain

Bridge Road, McLean,
703-749-0011, www.totalwine.com

MAISON DU VIN
756 Walker Road #C, Great Falls
703-759-9880
www.maison-duvin.com

CLASSIC WINES OF GREAT FALLS
9912-C Georgetown Pike • Great Falls,

Virginia 22066(703-759-0430
http://classicwinesgreatfalls.com/
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Great
Job Opportunity!

Work at Historic Mount Vernon

Part-Time Tour Guide positions

Call or email: Gail Cassidy 703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Accounting/General Office

Established Property Management firm locat-
ed in Mclean, VA is seeking a  Full Time 
AP/AR experienced person to be member of 
front office staff.
Desired Qualifications
A. Outlook, Word, Excel and ability to learn  

in house Accounting software
B. Work with other members of the office as a 

team 
C. Ability to follow thru without supervision
D. Be able to prioritize duties and time
C. Must be able to maintain Company 

confidential information
Send Resumes to 
dshan@embarqmail.com

Home Instead Senior Care

Home Instead Senior Care is the world's most 
trusted source of non-medical home care. We 

are currently hiring for 

Immediate Live-in for
VA State Licensed CNA 

in the Springfield/FFX/Alex area  

Must drive and have own insured vehicle. 
Salary, medical benefits, 401k and vacation 
bonus.  If you do not drive but are a VA State 
Licensed CNA available for Live-in please 
call Amy Reynolds at 703-750-6644.

Learn a Trade at 
Mount Vernon

Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff to 
work as Historic Trades Interpreters at 
George Washington’s Gristmill, Distillery,  
Pioneer Farm &  Blacksmith  Shop. Help 
tell the story of George Washington the
en-
trepreneur.  Prior interpretive experience 
preferred. Please contact Steve Bashore, 
Manager   of   Historic  Trades  at  

703-799-6805 or by 
e-mail: sbashore@mountvernon.org 

Nysmith School
hiring for

• Extended Care
Counselors •

Min. hs diploma plus 6 months childcare exp.
$8-$15/hr. based on exp.  Hours: 3pm-6:30pm
Send resumes to: resumes@nysmith.com
Fax: 703-713-3336

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

RECEPTIONIST
Chiropractic  office  in  Fairfax.  Duties 

include: Data entry, phones, patient sched-
uling, clerical duties. Part-time hrs. Mon, 

Wed., and Fri. 2:30pm-7pm.  Email resume 
DRGMSB27@aol.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Letters to the Editor

A Lifesaving Program
To the Editor:
I just wanted to drop you a brief but sin-

cere note to both: thank you for the Con-
nection Newspapers’ recent and valued at-
tention paid toward the nonprofit Washing-
ton Regional Alcohol Program’s (WRAP)
free cab ride service to prevent drunk driv-
ing, SoberRide, which unquestionably con-
tributed to SoberRide providing a record
number of free rides (967) on New Year’s
Eve to persons who, otherwise, may have
driven home drunk; and to let you know,
as well as to counter any scuttlebutt other-
wise, that this recent removal of nearly
1,000 would-be drunk drivers from Greater
Washington’s roadways on New Year’s Eve
came without a single customer complaint
(minus one District of Columbia resident
who reported waiting 53-minutes for his
SoberRide at 2:30 a.m. on New Year’s Day).

Further news of WRAP’s recent SoberRide
success can be found online at http://
w w w . w r a p . o r g / p d f s /
2010HolidaySoberRideEnd.pdf.)

Again, thank you for your most welcomed
focus on this local, lifesaving program.

Kurt Gregory Erickson
McLean

The writers is President & CEO of Washington
Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP).

Throwing Good
Money in the Trash

To the Editor:
The notion of Fairfax County spending

$400 million of our hard-earned tax dol-
lars to procure the Lorton trash incinerator
seems not only counterintuitive but chock
full of irony as an incinerator is exactly
where that money will end up when it could
easily be used elsewhere in a more produc-
tive manner.

That this proposal has not been sum-
marily rejected by the entire Board of Su-
pervisors is demonstrative of elected offi-
cials who still do not get it.

These are trying economic times for folks
in Great Falls, McLean and Herndon, as well
as the rest of the Commonwealth, who are
concerned about the plummeting values of
their most valuable asset – their homes, in-
creasing tax rates and the rising unemploy-
ment that is creeping into places it has not
since the days of the Carter administration.

Apparently the plan is that although
Covanta would operate the facility through
2016, the $400 million county purchase
would result in significant savings by 2029.
That would be 18 years of real dollar pay-
ments for 13 years of undefined savings.
Sound familiar? Actually, this is an unnec-
essary boondoggle that our children and
their children will be saddled with long af-
ter this Board of Supervisors has been re-
lieved of their duties. Call, write or e-mail
your elected supervisor and remind him or
her that this $400 million can better serve
our community in the education of our chil-
dren and the much needed transportation
infrastructure.

Dennis Husch
Herndon
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ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
In Re: Adoption of Baby Girl Tort, a minor , No A076 of 2010 in 
the Orphans’ Court Division of the Court of Common Pleas of 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. To: “Dave” The Unknown 
Natural Father of Baby Girl Tort, who was born on May 29, 
2010, in Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. A Peti-
tion has been filed asking the Court to put an end to all rights 
you have to the child, Baby Girl Tort. That hearing will be held 
in Orphans’ Court, 1700 Frick Building, 437 Grant Street, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, 15219 on Wednesday, February 16, 
2011, at 1:30pm. You are warned that even if you fail to ap-
pear at the scheduled hearing, the hearing will go on without 
you and your rights to the child may be ended by the Court 
without your being present. You have the right to be represent-
ed at the hearing by a lawyer. You should take this paper to 
your lawyer at once. If you do not have a lawyer or cannot af-
ford a lawyer, go to or telephone the office set forth below to 
find out where you can get legal help. If you cannot afford to 
hire a lawyer, please advise the office of that when you tele-
phone or visit. 
LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE, The Allegheny County Bar 
Association, 11th floor, Koppers Building, 436 7th Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 412-261-5555.
DEBORAH L. LESKO, Esquire, attorney for Petitioner, 373 Va-
nadium Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15243. 412-276-4200

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

AuPairCare
Affordable live-in childcare! AuPairCare provides 
quality:
• Screened, international au pairs. 

Approximately $340/wk for 45 hours
• Families can have an in-home childcare. 

Infant specialized program
• Available. Save $350 by using promo 

code RMZEROAPP, call 800-4-AuPair.
* www.aupaircare.com

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
T. Nguyen Enterprise,LLC 

trading as Pete’s New Haven 
Style Apizza, 3017 Clarendon 
Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201. The 

above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and 

Beer on Premise/Mixed 
Beverage on Premise license 

to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. 

Joel Mehr, owner

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS MASONRY MASONRY

MILLENNIUM, USA PAINTING LLC
Licensed & Insured  •  Interior o Exterior

millennium_usa@hotmail.com  •  www.millennium-usa-painting.com
571-471-6512

Power Washing • Carpentry
Wall Paper Removal & Installation • Deck • Fences
Drywall Finishing • Tile Ceramic  • Housekeeping
Services • Window Cleaning Interior & Exterior

Gutter Cleaning By $100 Houses $50 Townhouses

WE DO SNOW REMOVAL BEGIN 10$$
We clean, drive ways, walkways,

decks, roofs and parking lots

Great References
Great Prices

Quality Service

40% Discount
For New Customers

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

But Friday, Jan. 7, 2011, the date of my
most recent post-scan appointment with my
oncologist. The date when the results of those
previous week’s scans will be shared with Dina
and me. The appointment when we will learn
if my stage IV lung cancer has progressed – or
not. And what we learned is, news we can live
with: “No change.” The tumors have not
grown or moved. The status is quo. I am doing
“Amazing,” according to my oncologist. Two
years into my treatment, and it’s not, to invoke
a Boston expression, “Katie bar the door;”
which means trouble, sort of, figuratively
speaking.

So what’s next? No one knows for sure and
that’s the problem. Although not nearly the
problem the original pain in my ribcage has
turned out to be. But still a problem. A prob-
lem of the unknown. What to do, how to treat,
a patient who has now outlived his prognosis
and who has been on a chemotherapy drug –
Avastin, longer than any other patient his
oncologist has previously treated, and a patient
who is as symptomatic and progressing as well
as I am? “Uncharted territory” is how my
oncology nurse has described my future.

But it’s a future. A future that two years ago
was not exactly promised to me. Not that
promises are likely ever made to cancer
patients during chemotherapy, but you get the
idea I’m sure. And not that I ever took the
characterizations personally but, after all the
testing is completed to determine “the underly-
ing problem” (as I call my lung cancer/ diagno-
sis), you become a statistic, a compilation of
data – which, according to medical sci-
ence/history indicates/corresponds to a certain
time line (I hesitate to use the term “deadline”
anymore). And neither is that time line prom-
ised, but presumably, there is some methodol-
ogy to their madness and statistical presump-
tions, so it’s a bit hard to ignore. Although,
you try.

Nevertheless, it’s a weight – and a wait, too.
It’s all about what happens next: results from
lab work, X-Rays, CT scans, MRIs, physical
examinations, etc., to determine your fate.
Some of it is in your control, most of it is not.
And upon reflection, you may recall what your
oncologist said to you back in February 2009:
there are exceptions to every rule – and he
hopes that you are one of them. However, he
was not the least bit encouraging. Presumably
he is duty-bound and medically and ethically
motivated as well, not to provide too much
false hope. In my case, he didn’t. Moreover, he
suggested that perhaps I take that vacation I
always wanted to. WHAT!?

But here I am, two years post diagnosis; an
exception to the rule. You can now officially
throw the statistics out the window. And
though I am thrilled to be here (Duh!), here is
where few of us have ever been before, unfor-
tunately. As a result, there are no real treatment
protocols to follow and so my oncologist has
much less medical data on which to rely and
more anecdotal-type feelings from me, the
patient, to consider as he/we decide how best
to proceed/how to treat. Not that the diagno-
sis-/treatment-to-date hasn’t been collabora-
tive, it has; it’s more that, treatment going for-
ward, there’s less conventional wisdom on
which to rely and more dependence on
unconventional wisdom – mine, to decide
dosages, frequency of chemotherapy and
scans, etc.

This new decision-making, combined with
where I am relative to my original progno-
sis/time line scares the living daylights out of
me – if you want to know the truth. If you
don’t want to know the truth, welcome to the
other half of my brain. Can you say dichotomy?
(I can’t, anymore than I can say “deadline”.)

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Not Just
Any Friday...

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne



14  ❖  McLean Connection  ❖  January 26 - February 1, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Sports

Team America 93, a U17
boys’ soccer team from North-
ern Virginia, was crowned the
Div. 1 National Indoor Soccer
Champion for the second year
in a row. The tournament took
place Jan. 15 and 16 in Balti-
more.

Team America, whose roster
includes players from McLean,
Fairfax, Springfield, and Mount
Vernon, handily won their first
two games, 7-2 against the
Rush from Pennsylvania and 7-
3 over the Blue Magic Lightning
of Maryland. The third game
versus the Manchester Elite
proved more challenging but
Team America came out on top,
4-3, with a last minute goal by
Falls Church’s Ohjay Porteria.

The win over the Elite ad-
vanced Team America to the
championship game against FC
York. Team America players
worked in sync brilliantly the
whole game to win by a score
of 7-0.  Despite numerous at-
tempts by FC York, Team
America’s goalkeeper, Robby
Maffei of Mclean, helped his
team earn the shutout win. A
total of seven Team America
players scored goals during the
tournament.  Team America is
coached by Larry Dunn and
Patrick DaCosta.

McLean Youth Soccer
Spring 2011 Registration is on-
going on MYS’ web site at
www.mcleansoccer.org for all
returning and new families.
MYS offers various programs
for children ages 4 thru 18, in-
cluding  Recreation, Travel,
McLean Premier Soccer Travel,
U5 for Pre-K players, and TOP
Soccer for children with special
needs. The season will begin
the week of March 28 and ex-
tend thru mid-June. Register no
later than Jan. 31 to take ad-
vantage of the early discounted
registration fees. For more in-

formation, contact the MYS
Club Administrator at
admin@mcleansoccer.org or
call the MYS Office (703) 506-
8068.

The Langley Saxonette
Dance Team Clinic will take
place on the evenings of Feb. 8
and 11, from 4:40 to 6:30 at Lan-
gley High School. The dance
team will perform at the Langley
girls’ basketball game on the
11th. The Saxonette dance team
welcomes all fourth through
eighth graders, of all experience
levels, to the clinic sessions. Con-
tact wanda.brown@gmail.com
or go to the Langley High School
Dance Team website for registra-
tion information.

The Madeira School
swim/dive team, in an ISL
private school meet held last
Friday night, Jan. 21, defeated
Sidwell Friends, 103-82, to im-
prove its season record to 3-2.
Junior Brittany Jansen won
both the 50 and 100 free races
to pace the Snales. She was
joined by two-event winners
and teammates Christa Ann
Saunders (200 IM and 100
backstroke) and Maddie Alagia
(200 and 500 free). Saunders
is a senior member of the
Maderia team, while Alagia is
a sophomore.

Also taking first place victo-
ries for Madeira were junior
Ann Griffin in the 100 free
event and sophomore Grace
Johnson in the 100 fly.

In addition to placing first in
all the individual events, Ma-
deira swept the relays with wins
in the 200 medley relay
(Saunders, Griffin, Jansen and
Alagia); the 200 free relay
(freshman Michaela Saunders,
senior Rachel Tang, Griffin and
Johnson); and the 400 free re-
lay (Saunders, Jansen, Alagia
and Johnson).

Northern Virginia’s Team America 93 - National Cham-
pions. Front row: Robby Maffei; Middle row, left to
right: Brandon Siles, Damaro DaCosta, Ohjay Porteria,
Bernardo Majano, Armado Oakley, Mikael Belay, Bryan
Castellon. Back row: Ezra Williams, Zac Galiani,
Clinton Black, Alex Padilla, Jonny Dunn, Evan Ragland,
Hatzael Diaz, Martin Lopez, and Edgar Zepeda.

Sports Roundups

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

I
n a key cross-town rival, Liberty District boys’
basketball game, the Langley Saxons jumped
out in front early and went on to defeat a
scrappy, determined McLean Highlanders out-

fit, 57-47, last Friday night. The contest was played
in front of a large, enthusiastic crowd at Langley.

“We got off to a great start early and that really
helped,” said Langley head coach Travis Hess. His
Saxons remained unbeaten in district play at 8-0.

The first place Langley squad, two-time defending
district tournament champions, opened up a 13-6
lead after one quarter of play. The Saxons, 10-6 over-
all this season, held a 26-20 halftime lead and a 37-
33 advantage after three quarters. McLean would
rally to take the lead early in the fourth quarter but
the Saxons ultimately outscored the Highlanders in
that final stanza, 20-14, to go on to the 10-point win.

McLean, with the loss, slipped to 9-7 overall and
5-3 in district play. The Highlanders played a good
overall game but fell just short.

“It was a good game,” said McLean head coach
Kevin Roller. “Langley got out of the gate with an
early lead as [Saxon guard] Austin Vasiliadis took
advantage of a couple of mental mistakes on defense
and we missed a number of early open shots early
on.”

Vasiliadis, a junior guard for Langley, finished with
nine points, second in team scoring in the game be-
hind senior guard David Adams (14 points). Other
scoring contributions for the Saxons came from jun-
ior guard Daniel Dixon (8 points), senior guard
Braden Anderson (7), junior guard Joey Robinson
(6), junior guard Tristan Evans (5), senior guard Jeff
Cochran (4) and senior post player Brenden Dwyer
(4).

McLean’s top scorers were junior guard Gordon
Rogo, who scored a game-high 19 points, and junior
front court player Thomas Van Wazer, who finished
with 15 points. Sango Amolo, a junior guard, con-
tributed seven points for the Highlanders.

MIDWAY THROUGH the first quarter, after Lan-
gley had started out the game well, McLean went to
a 1-3-1 zone defense for the first time this season.
The Highlanders began playing better defensively as
a result and remained in the defensive alignment.

“It proved very effective in slowing down Langley’s
penetration and after three quarters we had closed
the lead to 37-33 through great defensive effort,”
said Roller.

The Highlanders’ offense also came to life as the
visitors were able to have success running the floor.

“Our transition game picked up, particularly in the
third and early fourth quarters,” said Roller. “A quick
spurt early in the fourth gave us a lead and the game
went back and forth for the next few minutes. In the
end, Langley made a few more shots. In particular,
David Adams was able to come up with a loose ball
and got fouled on the shot for a three-point play that
was crucial, to stretch the lead to five with less than

two minutes remaining. In the final few possessions,
Langley made their free throws and defended well
and the game ended at 57-47 - the largest [lead]
margin of the game.”

Roller credited playmaking guard Vasiliadis with
playing a major part in leading the Saxons to the
win over his squad.

“He only had nine points, but Austin Vasiliadis
played a very strong game,” said Roller.

It was the second meeting of the season between
the two local squads. Back on Dec. 17, Langley won
a down-to-the-wire, 43-42 game at McLean.

Perhaps the two squads will meet for a third time
during the upcoming district tournament playoffs in
mid-February.

“If we are fortunate enough to meet them again in
the district playoffs, I think the third game will be as
exciting as the first two,” said Roller.

Langley, still undefeated in the district, has dis-
trict wins thus far over McLean (twice), Fairfax, Stone
Bridge, Marshall, Jefferson, Madison and South
Lakes.

“I am pleased with the way we are playing right
now,” said Hess, whose team was riding a seven game
win streak following the win over McLean. “Our de-
fense and rebounding continue to improve and I think
that is a big part of our success.  Offensively we are
continuing to grow in our new offense.  We are good
at spreading people out and forcing a fast paced
tempo.  We are a fairly deep team.”

The Saxons were scheduled to play district games
this week at Fairfax on Tuesday, Jan. 25 and home
against Stone Bridge this Friday night, Jan. 28.

McLean was scheduled to play district home games
this week against Jefferson on Tuesday and Marshall
on Friday.

Langley Boys Remain
Unbeaten in District Play
Saxons hold off talented Highlanders in pivotal
cross-town basketball contest.

McLean’s Kevin Lastova protects the ball
during Liberty District basketball action
between the visiting Highlanders and home
team Langley Saxons last Friday night.
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McLean Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

2011-2012 Admissions Open House
Thursday February 3, 2011

1 to 3 p.m.

Info call 703-356-5811
Snow Date Feb 10, 1 to 3 p.m.

Lewinsville at Scotts Run Road in McLean

Peter Piper Preschool
57 Years in McLean, VA

Send School Notes to mclean@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

Nine Fairfax County Public School
students have been named semifinalists
in the 2011 Intel Science Talent Search.
The semifinalists are Joo Hee Choi,
Langley High School; Tong Chen,
Madison High School; and Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology students William
Bunting, Sanjeet Das, Sang Min
Han, Kelly Ivins-O’Keefe, Venkat
Iyer, Aman Kansal and Rachel
Marzen.

Nicholas C. von Raab of McLean
has been named to the fall 2010 dean’s
list at Washington College in
Chestertown, Md. He is the son of Susan
V. von Raab and William C. von Raab,
and is a sophomore major in economics.

Daniel Kalish of McLean has been
selected as a member of the Marching
Band at Gettysburg College of
Gettysburg, Pa.

Nicholas A. Chang of McLean has
been named to the fall 2010 dean’s list
at the Virginia Military Institute.  He is
majoring in biology. Chang is the son of
Karen M. Dubois-Chang.

Gordon Brown of McLean has bee
named to the fall 2010 dean’s list at
Davis & Elkins College of Elkins, W.V.
The biology major is the son of Kevin
and Lucinda Brown.

Christina Girardi of McLean has
been named to the fall 2010 dean’s list
at Saint Mary’s College of Notre Dame,
In. She is the daughter of Alyce Bowles
of McLean and Luigi Girardi of Falls
Church.

Schools

Pasha Cafe

❂ Thursday Nights
All Wine bottles
50% Off

❂ Sunday Brunch-
Lunch
11:30 – 2:00

❂ Come and See Our
Historic Arlington
Photos

Come Try Our Original
Mediterranean Specialties

Plus New
Menu Items:
❂ Jalapeño Hummus
❂ Pasha’s Chicken

Spring Rolls
❂ Cornmeal

Crusted Oysters
❂ Manicotti
❂ Linguine w/Shrimp

and Clams
❂ Beef & Lamb

Moussaka
❂ Moroccan

(Red)
Chicken
w/Moulkia
Sauce

❂ Chicken
Curry

3911 Lee Highway
Arlington, VA 22207

703-528-1111
www.pashacafe.com

$5 OFF

$8 OFF

Lunch with the
purchase of two
entrées

Dinner with the
purchase of two
entrées

Not valid with other offers. Valid
one per table.

If you do not get The McLean
Connection delivered to your
home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS
are now available for the first
time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months.
Help us meet the costs of providing
first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427)
or e-mail circulation@

connectionnewspapers.com
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