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At the Top
This townhouse in the 400 block of Prince Street in Old Town was the most expen-
sive townhouse to sell in the D.C. suburbs in 2010, according to MRIS. The home
sold for $2.85 million. See page 20 for more $2 million townhouses.
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See City, Schools,  Page 14

Home  Life  Style Page 19

See Skeletal,  Page 14

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

O
ver the last four years,
enrollment in the city’s
public schools has unex-

pectedly spiked. But will that trend
continue? And does
the city need four new
elementary schools to
meet that demand?

Those questions are
at the heart of a bud-
get debate now taking
place in Alexandria,
and hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars are at
stake. On one side of
the debate is Superintendent
Morton Sherman, who is request-
ing $372.6 million for a capital-
improvement plan based on en-

rollment projections that continue
to increase at the current rate for
the next decade. On the other side
of the discussion is City Manager
Jim Hartmann, who set aside
$158.1 million for the school’s
capital-improvement plan — less

than half of what the
superintendent asked
for in what Sherman
referred to as a “re-
source-constrained re-
quest.”

“If we don’t start
adding schools, par-
ents will start seeing
modular units all over
this city,” said

Sherman. “We are out of space
now, and my projections are based
on the kids that are already here.”

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
t was just another Sunday
morning for one resident of
South Old Town, who was

taking a leisurely stroll with his
dog along the footpath south of
Ford’s Landing when something
unexpected happened. His dog
had been romping around off the
leash through a heavily wooded
swampy area shortly after 8 a.m.,
when he came back with a surpris-
ing find — a human skull.

Within a matter of minutes,
crime scene investigators from the
Alexandria Police Department
were on the scene to investigate.

But finding the rest of the skeleton
proved to be a challenge through
all the muck. So they called offi-
cials in Fairfax County to gain ac-
cess to a cadaver dog, which lo-
cated the skeletal remains of an
unidentified individual. The re-
mains were taken to the state
medical examiner’s office in
Fairfax County, where a forensic
anthropologist is working to deter-
mine the age, race and sex of the
remains.

“There are no obvious signs of
foul play,” said Captain Tammy
Hooper in an e-mail to neighbor-
hood residents, “but we have to
wait to see what the medical ex

A Capital Debate
City, schools disagree about
enrollment forecasts, facility needs.

Bones: Alexandria
Human skeletal remains
found south of Ford’s Landing.

“We are
busting at
the seams.”

— School Board
Chairwoman

Yvonne Folkerts
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See Michael Vitez,  Page 9

News

Seminary Gridlock
This ramp is brought to you by the letter F, as in “fear” of traf-

fic gridlock or “frustrated” drivers or perhaps “foreboding” re-
gional transportation problems. Speaking about the Virginia De-
partment of Transportation’s decision to connect the massive new
Washington Headquarters Service to the High Occupancy Vehicle
lanes, West End resident Carol James had her own idea.

“F represents failure,” she told City Council members during
Saturday’s public hearing. “We still have a failed intersection.”

An audible gasp filled the chamber when VDOT representative
Tom Fahrney explained that a line of trees east of the intersec-
tion with Seminary Road would be removed to make room for
the ramp. And nobody seemed to be particularly happy about
the solution to the thorny problem of what to do about adding
tens of thousands of new employees to streets that are already
clogged. “The problems will never go away,” Fahrney admitted.
“But we can minimize them.”

Although the plan to minimize the problem has been moved to
the fast track, construction won’t begin until next year. And the
ramp won’t be completed until late 2014. That leaves three long
years when tens of thousands of daily commuters will turn left
from Seminary to Beauregard and make another left into the
complex that is technically part of Fort Belvoir. According to the
configuration approved by City Council last weekend, the ramp
will send drivers from the HOV lane to Seminary Road into a left
turn lane into Mark Center Drive. “That interchange cannot
handle the amount of traffic it has today,” said Nancy Jennings,
who lives in Seminary Hill. “Adding another lane of traffic will
not improve the gridlock on Seminary Road.”

Waterfront Questions
Planning Director Faroll Hamer expects the City Council to

approve the waterfront small-area plan in nine weeks, although
the document has yet to be released to the public. It’s been pushed
back a number of times as opposition has been building across
Old Town. Perhaps the most significant point of contention is
the proposal to construct a new building at the western edge of
Waterfront Park to accommodate parking in exchange for a sur-
face owned by the Old Dominion Boat Club. But the club has no
intention of giving up its parking lot, and building on open space
in a public park strikes many as counterproductive.

“People hate the building on the Waterfront Park,” said Old
Towner Poul Hertel. “I have yet to speak to anybody who thinks
it’s a good idea.”

Even if the federal government agreed to amend a 1980s con-
sent agreement to allow construction in Waterfront Park — an
assumption that has raised a fair amount of skepticism — ques-
tions are growing about the finances. The 15-year plan could
cost the city as much as $42 million, and planners expect new
taxes and fees to create $45 million in new revenue. Yet skeptics
say the revenue expectations are grossly exaggerated, and that
they leave out spending for utilities, maintenance and repairs.

“The numbers you have been given so far are grossly incom-
plete,” said Old Towner Bert Ely told City Council members
Saturday. “Don’t act until you have all the numbers.”

Promotional Ordinance
When members of the Alexandria City Council passed an ordi-

nance outlining its policy on illegal immigration a few years ago,
opponents dubbed Alexandria a “sanctuary city.” The city code
didn’t necessarily need to change, although council members felt
it was important to publicly state their position.

That’s also true for the council’s recent action amending the
city code to specifically exempt breastfeeding. Nobody at City
Hall could think of an example when a woman had ever been
charged with indecent expose, but that really wasn’t the point.
As the ordinance headed for a unanimous vote Saturday, council
members explained the vote was really more of a promotional
tool than anything else.

“Press reports notwithstanding, it’s not about a plain and simple
change in the indecent exposure ordinance,” said Vice Mayor
Kerry Donley. “It really is about promotion of healthy lifestyles.”

Council Notebook

By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

M
embers of the George Washington Middle
School String Orchestra played as people
filled the school’s auditorium on a Sun-

day afternoon late last month for one last celebra-
tion of their teacher, coach, colleague, and friend —
Dr. Michael A. Vitez who died suddenly on Dec. 5,
2010.

George Washington Middle School Orchestra
teacher Jonathan Jones welcomed the gathering. He
acknowledged the many different groups associated
with Vitez that would be represented in the program.
He noted there would probably be a theme repeated
throughout the celebration — recognizing the pas-
sion and excellence in everything Vitez did.

Jones was the first of many to mention Vitez’s fa-
vorite football team — the Pittsburgh Steelers.

“And of course he had nickname for my favorite
team,” Jones remembered with a laugh. “The
Deadskins.”

Michael Gaines recalled first meeting Vitez 13 years
ago when he was working on the HVAC system at
the school and said they became great friends over
the years.

“He stayed late in the evening because he wanted
the best for his kids,” Gaines said.

“He always looked out for me. And, what a sense
of humor,” Gaines said. “I’m gonna miss him so
much.”

Fellow teacher Ben
Hammond spoke of
the friendship and
mentorship Vitez pro-
vided. He joked about
his nickname for Vitez
which was Dad and
how he was unrelent-
ing in using it, much to his mentor’s dismay. He noted
that he still finds himself asking, “What would Mike
do?”

“What Mike thought was almost always the right
thing,” he said.

George Washington Middle School mom Sheryl
Gorsuch shared that all three of her children had
Vitez for geometry. She talked about the impact the

teacher had on her son
who told her Vitez is
one of those teachers
one never forgets.

“The respect that he
gave those 8th grade
students was some-
thing all we parents
could see,” Gorsuch
said. “It was truly my

honor to know Mike Vitez.”
Elizabeth Agnew introduced herself as one of the

pizza moms. “Every other week or so Mike would

The George Washington Middle School Orchestra strings, led by orchestra teacher
Jonathan Jones, play as people arrived at the remembrance.
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Celebrating Life of Michael Vitez
George Washington
Middle School community
remembers math teacher.

George Washington Middle School mom
Sheryl Gorsuch is at the microphone
with “Pizza mom” Elizabeth Agnew
right behind.

“The respect that he gave those
8th grade students was something
all we parents could see.”

— Sheryl Gorsuch

— Michael Lee Pope
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Business

Teetering Zoning
North Old Town is already home to a Giant and a Trader Joe’s,

but the competition for grocery dollars could become a little more
fierce.

North Carolina grocery behemoth Harris Teeter recently signed
a lease agreement with Maryland-based developer Buchanan Part-
ners to open a new store at the southeast corner of Madison Street
and North St. Asaph Street. The developer wants to put residen-
tial units above the grocery store, although the density needed to
finance the deal would exceed the current zoning.

“Right now, we are talking to the community to see if they are
comfortable with that,” said urban planner Colleen Willger.
“It’s still in the concept stage at this point, and there’s been no
formal application.”

Several properties on the block were recently assembled by a
limited liability corporation known as Alexandria North Old Town,
which was registered with the Virginia State Corporation Com-
mission in November. The block is currently zoned for 2.5 floor-
area ratio, although Buchanan Partners is seeking a 3.0 floor-
area ratio in early discussions with city planners. If the rezoning
is approved, the development would transform a stretch of Old
Town that’s been dominated by abandoned buildings for years.

“We are very excited about the possibility of opening a store in
Alexandria,” said Harris Teeter spokeswoman Jennifer Thomp-
son.

Retail Rollback
Mixed-use retail is all the rage among city planners. But how

much ground-level retail can the market bear? And how much is
too much?

City officials were burned in the Carlyle neighborhood, where
massive amounts of retail space were approved only to sit vacant
for years before council members decided to allow offices there
instead. Now City Council members have moved to scale back
the amount of retail space on the ground floor of a new project in
Parker Gray known as the Madison after the developer requested
the reduction. Instead of 24,000 square feet of retail space, which
was approved in late 2008, the Madison will now have only
10,000.

“What we are seeing is more small pods of more neighborhood
retail as opposed to destination retail,” said development divi-
sion chief Gwen Wright. “I think that’s more realistic.”

The Waiting Game
You can’t fight City Hall. When would you? Business owners in

Alexandria are required to submit a host of applications for this
and that, plus submit to a barrage of inspections and public hear-
ings. Then there are the taxes. At the end of it all is that fateful
day when City Council members vote on a special-use permit.

“It’s pretty stressful,” said Rob Shelton, co-owner of a new
gelato and coffee shop after his special-use permit was approved
Saturday. “There’s a fair amount of risk involved.”

Shelton and his business partner, who own a popular gelato
shop in Clarendon known as Boccato, had to sign a lease before
they could submit an application. That meant they had to front
six months of rent, then wait three months to get a public hear-
ing on their permit. And there was no guarantee their application
would be approved by the elected officials.

“It’s an archaic system,” he said. “Why can’t business owners
get a public hearing the month after the application is filed?”

Outlawed Businesses
Attention pawn shop owners, check cashing businesses and

payday lenders: You are no longer welcome in Arlandria.
That’s the conclusion of City Council members, who unani-

mously passed a text amendment to the zoning ordinance with-
out discussion Saturday banning these businesses as inconsistent
with the character and vision of Arlandria. The text amendment
was initially prompted by a 2010 law passed by the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly regulating title loan companies, although city plan-
ners took the opportunity to make a series of changes to clarify
what was expected in Arlandria.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

W
hen Capt. Ken Argot stood before his con-
gregation at the Salvation Army Citadel
in Alexandria last September, he got right

to the point.
“I told them, ‘I don’t know how we’re going to make

it,’” said Argot as he recalled facing significant short-
falls during the upcoming holiday season.  “Without
Jack Taylor’s van during the holidays, we would have
had to shut down operations since we had no money

in our budget to buy a new one of our own.”
For four years, Taylor has provided a van for six

weeks to the Salvation Army to use for the local Red
Kettle Campaign and Angel Tree holiday toy drive.
On Feb. 3, Taylor made that donation permanent in
memory of his mother Pauline, who died in 2009.

“My mother was a big supporter of the Salvation
Army,” Taylor said. “It meant a lot to her that they
give a big portion of what they collect back to the
community.”

Taylor, joined by his son John Taylor III, donated a
2010 Toyota Sienna to Argot and Ken Forsythe of
the National Capital Area Command.

“After the holidays, I contacted Jack and asked if
he would consider making the van a donation,” Ar-
got said. “He said ‘Let’s do it.’ This is truly a Christ-
mas miracle for us.”

Jack Taylor donates van
in memory of his mother.

A ‘Miracle’ for Salvation Army

Jack Taylor, left, is
joined by Capt. Ken
Argot, Ken Forsythe and
John Taylor as he do-
nates a 2010 Toyota
Sienna to the Alexandria
Salvation Army.

N
ational Trust for Historic Preservation
(NTHP) has honored the City of Alex-
andria as a 2011 Distinctive Destina-
tion. Twelve cities have been recog-

nized by the NTHP this year including Chapel Hill,
N.C.; Colorado Springs, Colo.; Dandridge, Tenn.;
Eureka Calif.; Muskogee, Okla.; New Bedford, Mass.;
Paducah, Ky.; St. Paul, Minn.; San Angelo, Texas;
Sheridan, N.Y., and Sonoma, Calif.

The award was presented to Mayor Bill Euille and
Alexandria Convention & Visitors Association
(ACVA) President  & CEO Stephanie Pace Brown by
NTHP Southern Field Office Director Robert

Nieweg: “The title of Distinctive Destination is pre-
sented to cities and towns that offer an authentic
visitor experience by combining dynamic down-
towns, cultural diversity, attractive architecture,
cultural landscapes and a strong commitment to
historic preservation, sustainability and revitaliza-
tion. In each community, residents have taken force-
ful action to protect their town’s character and sense
of place.”

Voting is now on to choose the 2011 Fan Favorite
Destination. The voting starts Feb. 15 and concludes
on March 15. Fans may vote once a day on the
homepage of www.visitalexandriava.com

City Receives ‘Distinctive’ Honor

ACVA President and CEO Stephanie Pace Brown leads Mayor Bill Euille and NTHP
Southern Field Office Director Robert Nieweg onto Market Square for the award
presentation.  With Brown are members of the 1st Virginia Fife and Drums and George
Washington Middle School student Ted Davis.

Photo by

Jeanne Theismann/

Gazette Packet



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 17-23, 2011  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Business

‘Heart of Del Ray’
Del Ray Business Association Special Events Co-chair
Gayle Reuter (left) and last year’s “Heart of Del Ray”
award winner Jen Walker (right) of McEnearney Associ-
ates congratulate this year’s winner Bobi Bomar, Homes
of Alexandria, Weichert, Realtors. The “Heart of Del Ray”
award is presented by the Del Ray Business Association
during the Valentine’s Day holiday to the business that
serves as the heart and soul of Del Ray.



6  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 17-23, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

The Shops at Bradlee

Friendly Faces, Great Value~
It’s Where Alexandria Shops

People

Roberta McCain, seated at right, cel-
ebrates her 99th birthday Feb. 7 at

Nam Viet restaurant in Clarendon with daughter-in-law
Cindy McCain and sons Joe and John McCain. Hosting the
celebration was Alexandria resident and decorated Viet-
nam veteran Orson Swindle and his wife Angie. Roberta
McCain’s twin sister, Rowena Fay, marked the day with
celebrations in Los Angeles. “Plans are already underway
for the sisters to celebrate the grand 100th together next
year,” said Joe McCain.
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Happy 99th

William Knowles, Jennifer Griffin,
Carolyn Griffin and Bernadine

Mitchell enjoy the opening night reception for “His Eye Is
On the Sparrow” Jan. 26 at MetroStage. Knowles and
Mitchell, both Helen Hayes Award winners, star in the
musical based on the life of renowned African American
singer Ethel Waters. The show runs through March 20.
For tickets or more information, call 703-548-9044.
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Opening Night

Lloyd, Cooke
Engaged

Mack and Sharon Lloyd of Alexandria
proudly announce the engagement of
their daughter, Rebecca Lynn Lloyd, to
Simon Paul Cooke. Simon is the son of
Christian Cooke of Williamsburg, Va.
and Kimberly and Steven Shepa of New-
port News, Va.

Rebecca is a graduate of T.C Williams
High School. She also is a graduate of
Christopher Newport University with a
B.A. in communications studies and is
currently pursuing a master’s degree in
special education from Old Dominion
University. She works as a special edu-
cation teacher in Newport News.

Simon is a graduate of Old Dominion
University with a B.S. in mechanical
engineering and Master’s degree in the
same. He is a mechanical engineer for
the Department of Defense.

Rebecca Lynn Lloyd and
Simon Paul Cooke

The couple is planning a July 2011
wedding in Providence Forge, Va.

Wedding details may be obtained at
http://www.theknot.com/ourwedding/
SimonCooke&RebeccaLloyd

If you do not
get The
Alexandria
Gazette
Packet
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2009 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

**Based on A.M. Best written premium. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Fire and Casualty Company - Bloomington, IL; State Farm General

Insurance Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Lloyds – Dallas, TX .

Chris Umbel, Agent
50 South Pickett Street
Alexandria, VA 22304
Bus: 703-751-4404
chris.umbel.puyw@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

1005002

Protect: Your car.
Your house.
Your bank account.

2
3

1

Save an average of $696*
Protect yourself with America’s #1
car and home insurance company**.
Give me a call and start saving today.

ICELAND w/non-stop air from DULLES, 8/28–9/1 ........ $799+TAXES
Includes Air, 3-Nights Hotel, Daily Buffet Breakfast, Reykjavik City
Tour, Blue Lagoon Tour, Transfers.

OUTER BANKS, NORTH CAROLINA, 4/11–4/14........................$469
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3-Nights Hotel, Daily
Breakfast & Dinner, Sightseeing.

MACKINAC ISLAND, MICHIGAN, 5/22–5/26..............................$989
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4 Nights Hotel,
Breakfast & Dinner, Daily Sightseeing, Call for Details.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Schools

E
piscopal High School se
nior Nancy Walker was
honored by the Rotary
Club of Alexandria as

the Student Community Service
Award winner  Feb. 8 at Belle Ha-
ven Country Club.

A resident of Alexandria, Walker
has traveled for service to the Do-
minican Republic to teach English
in Dominican schools, to West Vir-
ginia to learn about and install
green energy solutions for the ru-
ral poor, and to the United Nations
to advocate for women and girls
as a credentialed delegate to the
United Nations 54 meeting of the
Commission on the Status of
Women.

Walker, who was joined at the
luncheon by her father John
Walker and EHS roommate Shantelle Bingham, is a
four-year varsity athlete and starting pitcher for the
EHS softball team. She has committed to attend and

EHS’s Walker Wins Service Award

John Walker, Rotary president Gayle Spur, Nancy Walker,
Joan Holden and Shantelle Bingham celebrate Nancy
Walker’s Student Community Service Award Feb. 8.

play for Bowdoin College, where her mother played
on the school’s inaugural softball team.

— Jeanne Theismann

Correction
The Jan. 27 issue of The Alexandria

Gazette Packet omitted the Outstanding
Interpretation of Theme winners for the
2010-2011 PTA Reflections Art competi-
tion.  Those students, whose work will
represent Alexandria in the Northern Vir-
ginia “Together We Can” regional
competition, are listed below:

OUTSTANDING INTERPRETATION
OF THEME

DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY
Intermediate - Marcela Estrada, 4th

Grade, Polk Elementary School
Middle - Iye Massaquoi, 8th Grade,

George Washington Middle School

FILM PRODUCTION
Primary - Nate Wong, 2nd Grade, Polk

Elementary
Intermediate - Jacob Foster, 5th

Grade, Polk Elementary

Middle - Kyra McClary, 8th Grade,
George Washington Middle School

Senior - Stephanie Slaven, 9th Grade,
T.C. Williams High School

LITERATURE
Primary - Oscar Lloyd, 2nd Grade,

MacArthur Elementary School
Intermediate - Victoria Peace, 5th

Grade, Charles Barrett Elementary
Middle - Eliza Malakoff, 8th Grade,

George Washington Middle School
Senior - Charlotte Clinger, 10th

Grade, T.C. Williams High School

MUSIC COMPOSITION
Primary - Oscar Lloyd, 2nd Grade,

MacArthur Elementary School
Intermediate - Ben DeVine, 5th Grade,

Lyles Crouch Elementary School
Middle - John Gossart, 8th Grade,

George Washington Middle School

Senior - Emily Flanigan, 11th Grade,
T.C. Williams High School

PHOTOGRAPHY
Primary - Elizabeth Rakis, 2nd Grade,

Lyles Crouch Elementary School
Intermediate - Ben DeVine, 5th Grade,

Lyles Crouch Elementary School
Middle - John Hogan, 8th Grade,

George Washington Middle School
Senior - Michael Hailu Kebede, 12th

Grade, T.C. Williams High School

VISUAL ARTS
Primary - Ana Duss, 1st Grade, Mt.

Vernon Community School
Intermediate - Alex Conkey, 3rd

Grade, Maury Elementary School
Middle - Taylor Johnson, 7th Grade,

George Washington Middle School
Senior - Catherine Beall, 10th Grade,

T.C. Williams High School

Participants in the 2011 Alexandria PTA Reflections Arts Festival celebrate at the
exhibit and awards reception  at T.C. Williams High School Jan. 16.
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By Sarah Becker

J
oe Viar is an inspirational
leader,” said fellow Inova
Alexandria Hospital
Foundation Board mem-

ber T.J. Fannon.
 “I don’t know what that means,”

Viar grinned. “What I do know is how
to rally people, make them believe in
themselves.”

“There are three things Joe loves:
the hospital foundation board, his
alma mater, and fishing,” Fannon con-
tinued. Viar joined the Alexandria
Hospital Foundation Board in 1984.

“Fly fishing is my passion,” Viar
laughed, “but I’d rank the hospital and
Hampden-Sydney College pretty
close. And, yes, there are analogies
between fishing and fund-raising.”
Viar smiles easily.

A champion fisherman, Viar re-
turned to fly fishing 20 years ago. Now
he fishes worldwide, mostly as part
of the Redbone Celebrity Tournament
Series. Redbone fishermen stalk red-
fish and bonefish. The series, which
originated in the Florida Keys, raises
money for cystic fibrosis.

“I got hooked on the tournaments
and I’m the only guy to win all three
Superfly tournaments in a year,” Viar
said. “My partner of 18 years, Bonnie
Christ and I ‘catch for the cure.’”
Redbone.org donates approximately
$1 million annually to The Cystic Fi-
brosis Foundation.

VIAR RETIRED from the computer
business in 1995. Fund-raising is his
business now. Not satisfied to do-
good, he is dedicated to doing good
well. Twenty-five years ago Viar and
Fannon teamed to successfully raise
money for Alexandria Hospital’s Can-
cer Care Center. Today Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital Foundation Director
Mary M. Myers calls Viar “Alexandria’s
$40 million man.” He readily shares
the fund-raising credit with Myers and
members of the hospital foundation
board.

“You don’t do anything alone,” Viar said.
Born in Philadelphia in 1941, Joseph Viar

Jr. was raised in Lynchburg, Va. Then his
passion was football. A college football
player, Viar was named to the All Mason
Dixon and All-Virginia State College foot-
ball teams. With football, as with high
school, a later business network formed.

Viar depended on scholarships to in part
pay for college. He followed the money;
physics gave way to mathematics, and in
1963 Viar graduated on the dean’s list from
Hampden-Sydney. Prior to graduation he
had read a Time magazine article about
computers; saw his first computer on a Gen-
eral Electric interview and loved it. The rest
is business history.

COMPUTERS FASCINATED  Viar.
Whether technically involved or involved
in contract sales, he was motivated to suc-
ceed. Viar held various jobs: designing elec-
trical circuitry, simulating war games, and
writing computing models. Within a few
years he “knew as much as anybody about
computing.”

“I could analyze problems, recommend
fixes and eventually realized computer con-
sulting was where I belonged,” Viar contin-
ued. “I was self-confident, cocky, and en-
joyed both technology and selling. I’ve al-
ways been a salesman; in Lynchburg I sold
clothes at an Ivy League men’s store.”

Viar arrived in Alexandria in 1971 and
five years later he established his computer
company Viar & Co., Inc. in the city.

“If you’re going to start your own com-
pany, name it after yourself,” Viar advised.
“I worked 60-80 hours a week and in 1983-
1985 Inc. magazine listed Viar & Co. as
among the country’s fastest 500 growing
private companies. We specialized in fed-
eral and Virginia contracts.” He sold Viar &
Co., Inc. to Dyn Corp in 1991.

“Most small business owners can’t cash
out well,” Viar said. “I did well.”

“Viar & Co. was my greatest accomplish-
ment,” Viar concluded. “You couldn’t hire
people away from me. My real legacy was
creating an environment in which people
wanted to work.”

“Now I raise funds,” Viar added. “I have
the same drive I had then. I lead by example
and success is meeting or exceeding the
fund-raising goal.”

“Joe does lead by example,” Inova Alex-
andria Hospital Foundation Board member
Shawn McLaughlin agreed. “He’s the kind
of person you want to rally behind. His style
is warm, sincere, and he never pounds the
table.”

Fannon describes him more simply: Viar
has “energy, energy, energy.”

VIAR BECAME chairman of the Inova Al-
exandria Hospital Foundation Board in
1999. “Since then, we’ve jumped the fence,”
he said. “In 1989 the entire Cancer Center,

including build-out, cost $3.5 million. But
expenses have changed. To replace one
piece of Center equipment now costs $5
million. It takes real money to turn a com-
munity hospital into a first class hospital
center.”

The Inova Alexandria Hospital Founda-
tion Board is in the process of raising $25
million, its contribution to the hospital’s
2010 Project. The Foundation, under Viar’s
leadership, has raised $23 million to date.
Most of the money has been secured from
individual Alexandria donors.

“Alexandria is a prideful community,” Viar
said. “Basically we don’t have corporations
in the city. It is individuals who donate, who
help to improve access to health care.” The
2010 Project includes 68,000 square feet
in renovations and improvements, espe-
cially the emergency, surgical, cardiovascu-
lar and interventional radiology depart-
ments.

What is Viar’s life lesson? “A lot of life is a
leap of faith. Life is a series of choices ev-
ery day. Am I going to take a gamble or not?
I cannot say often enough how important

employees are to business, any business,
nonprofits included. It’s my knowledge of
people that has translated so well to fund-
raising. I am not a theory man, I’m an ac-
tion man.”

Viar has received many awards over the
years. In 2007 The Alexandria Times named
Joe Citizen of the Year. A year later Del.
Brian Moran, and others, introduced House
Joint Resolution No. 260 commending Viar
on his many accomplishments. He is not
sure why either was done.

“Joe is the type of person who puts com-
munity above self,” said Vic Dymowski the
Foundation Director who recruited Viar to
the Alexandria Hospital Foundation Board.
“He exhibits an extraordinary knowledge of
human nature and his personal commit-
ment to cause is inspirational to others.
They say I can do that, too.”

“Every community needs a Joe Viar,”
McLaughlin concluded. “He is the very defi-
nition of a Living Legend.”

Writer Sarah Becker was nominated as a
Living Legend of Alexandria in 2007.

Living Legends

Now beginning its fourth year, Living
Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing
501(c)(3) photo-documentary project
to identify, honor and chronicle
Alexandria’s Living Legends. The
project was conceived by Nina Tisara
to create an enduring artistic record of
the people whose vision and dedication
make a positive, tangible difference to
the quality of life in Alexandria.

Living Legends: The Project

Joseph Viar
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Joseph Viar:  Alexandria’s $40 Million Man
Transferring his enterprising skills
from business to nonprofit.

“He’s the kind of person
you want to rally behind.
His style is warm,
sincere, and he never
pounds the table.”

— Shawn McLaughlin,
member, Inova Alexandria Hospital

Foundation Board

“

Platinum and Gold Sponsors this year
are Club Managers Association of
America, Erkiletian Real Estate Devel-
opment, Inova Alexandria Hospital,
Renner & Co., Rotary Club of Alexan-
dria and Doug Thurman.

 This is one of a series of 12 profiles
that will appear this year. For more
information or to nominate a Legend
for 2012, visit
www.AlexandriaLegends.com .
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077

BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

News

From Page 3

Celebrating Life of Michael Vitez

Nancy Howard and Diana
Darwin are retired from
George Washington Middle
School but had worked
with Vitez and wanted to
celebrate him in their well-
known style. They wrote
and read an ode to Vitez
titled “Prince Among Men.”
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call and ask me to pick up piz-
zas for one of his well known pizza
parties,” she said. “He always
made sure to tell Dominos to cut
the pizzas into 10 slices each in-
stead of eight. He knew exactly
how many pieces he needed so
that each student could have two
slices.”

Tripp Spurio spoke on behalf of
a number of former students of
Vitez in attendance.

“He was a great teacher and
even greater man,” said Spurio.
“He taught me many of the ideals
I still hold today.”

Tracy Rickett, one of the tennis
boosters, called Vitez a loyal friend
and fierce competitor. He de-
scribed his friend as generous to a
fault.

“I’ll miss his unabashed enthu-
siasm for life,” Rickett said.

Hank Harris introduced himself
a parent whose children have been
touched by Vitez.

“He was always looking out for
the kids, probably his greatest passion,” said Harris.

Three current eighth graders participated in the
celebration program.

The first young student to speak was Ben Patterson,

honoring his teacher’s memory by
wearing a Pittsburgh Steelers shirt.
“I only had him for geometry for a
few months,” said Patterson. “He
let us talk about sports and when
we talked about sports, he turned
it into math.

He was an amazing teacher and
very special to us.”

Eighth grade student Anthony
Edwards talked about how Dr.
Vitez loved to tell “Yo’ momma
jokes.”

“He was so funny,” Edwards
said. “A very funny teacher. We all
love and will miss him.”

A teary Lima Blum noted that
she would always felt lucky that
she had him as her teacher.

John Vitez was there to offer re-
flections from the Vitez family. He
acknowledged that it had been a
difficult month and a half for he
and his family. He thanked the
George Washington Middle School
community for putting together
the celebration and sharing so
many wonderful stories about his

cousin.
The program, which included a pictorial remem-

brance edited by Adam Alderton, was followed by a
reception in the school’s media room.

R
obert (Bob) Taylor, Jr.,
66, of Alexandria, died
Feb. 14 of natural

causes at home.
Taylor was born Feb. 20,

1944 to Robert and Mary
(Wood) Taylor Sr. in Fort
Sumter, S.C., who preceded
him in death.  He attended
Blessed Sacrament Elementary
School, and was a 1961 gradu-
ate of Gonzaga College High
School.

He attended Xavier Univer-
sity and received a BS in ac-
counting from Strayer Univer-
sity. He held a JD from George
Mason School of Law, Arling-
ton, Va. and was a member of
the Pennsylvania Bar.

He married Denise Maupin
on Aug. 30, 1962 in Halifax
County, N.C.  Despite ending in
divorce, they remained lifelong
friends.

For many years, Bob worked
for the Farm Credit Administra-
tion. He had recently retired to
spend more time with his
friends and family. Bob was a
member of the Blessed Sacra-
ment Catholic Church in Alex-

andria. He was an avid
Redskins fan and also enjoyed
hiking the Billy Goat Trail in his
spare time. Besides his family,
Bob’s passion was tennis.  He
won the Army–Navy Country
Club 18 –under Championship
three consecutive years. He in-
stilled his passion for the sport
in his children and grandchil-
dren.

He is survived by his beloved
daughters and sons-in-law;
Stephanie Taylor Lane and
Mark McKenna of Chapel Hill,
N.C., Melanie Taylor, Esquire
and Ted Hooban of Ashburn,
Va., grandchildren, Tucker
Lane, Austin Lane, Sam Lane of
Chapel Hill and Jax Taylor of
Ashburn, Va., sister, Pam Tay-
lor Ziegler and husband Terry
Ziegler of Milford, Pa., neph-
ews, Josh Ziegler of Milford, Pa.
and Zach Ziegler of Los Ange-
les, Calif. and a host of friends.

A memorial service will be
held in the near future.

Contact Stephanie Taylor
Lane at
stephanie@stephanielane.com
for more information.

Robert John Taylor, Jr.
Obituary
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Opinion

T
hanks to Delegates Tim Hugo and
Tom Rust, along with state Sen.
Janet Howell and a majority of
members of the Virginia

General Assembly, for passing a bill
that would require some insurance
companies to provide limited but criti-
cally important coverage for therapy for chil-
dren with autism.

Now, Gov. Bob McDonnell should sign the
bill into law.

“With these treatments, you can prevent
some of these children from being impacted
for life. You can make sure they do not become
wards of the state,” said Hugo. … “If we don’t
do something, we risk leaving these kids in the
darkness.”

Behavior therapy at an early age can make
the difference between a child who speaks and
interacts and a child who is non-verbal. But
the therapy, often not covered at all by insur-
ance, can cost $20,000 a year or more per child.

Consider the heartbreak of one family who
was able to afford therapy for one of their chil-
dren with autism. Unfortunately, the family has
two children with autism.

As they become adults, children with autism
will cost Virginia more if they don’t receive
early intervention services.

And this is a growing problem.

For example, in Fairfax County Public
Schools, one in 83 students has been diagnosed
with some form of autism, an 846 percent in-

crease since 1997. Last year, the
county’s human services department
announced that local government’s fis-
cal health would be greatly impacted

by providing services to the rapidly growing
percentage of young adults with autism diag-
noses.

Missing the Point
As the U.S. Department of Justice presses

Virginia to provide services for people with
intellectual disabilities and more options to live
in the community, it’s important to remember
that it’s not just a question of moving some
current residents out of training centers.

Families across Northern Virginia and the
state are stretching budgets, going into debt
and hanging on by their fingernails as they care
for family members with intellectual disabili-
ties who should have “waivers” providing for
services in the community.

Right now, more than 6,400 Virginians with
intellectual and related developmental disabili-
ties are on waiting lists for community-based
services, according to the Arc of Virginia.
Nearly 3,000 of these individuals are in urgent

need because they live with an aging caregiver,
are at risk of abuse or neglect, or are aging out
of foster care.

See www.arcofva.org.

Cheap and Effective
Traffic Fix: Telework

While National Telework Week officially be-
gan Monday, Feb. 14, last month’s commut-
ing-home debacle probably did more to push
individuals, governments and companies to
contemplate real teleworking measures than
any other advocacy.

Increasing the number of people who regu-
larly work from home at least one day a week
is the only possible cure for the current traffic
nightmare in the region. On most days, rush
hour in Northern Virginia is a pain. But it only
takes one hiccup (a man threatening to jump
of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge or an inch of
badly timed snow) to bring the region to a
standstill and worse.

Telecommuting can also be good for the en-
vironment, good for employee morale, good
for families, good for productivity. And any-
thing that decreases the chances of a 10-hour
commute or being stranded overnight on the
George Washington Parkway is a step in the
right direction.

The technology exists to make this work.

- Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Important Step for Autism
Governor should sign bill that would require
limited insurance coverage for needed therapy.

Editorials

See Letters,  Page 11
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Support Parade
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Ballyshaners, I
invite Alexandria visitors and resi-
dents to our St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade fundraiser this Sunday, Feb.
20, at Pat Troy’s Ireland’s Own
(111 N. Pitt St.). Kicking off at 3
p.m., our fundraiser helps to cover
the over $20,000 in expenses that
we pay to the City of Alexandria
for police officers, and Parks and
Recreation Services. This event is
crucial to our being able to fund
the parade.

We Ballyshaners are thrilled to
be hosting Alexandria’s 30th An-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on
Saturday. March 5. The fundraiser
is a great day for families and
friends. Come show your Irish-
American spirit and to support a
great Old Town tradition.

In addition to music, food, drink
and fun, the fundraiser will in-
clude a live and silent auction of-
fering items that are large and
small enough for all budgets. To
date, we have received generous
donations that include: restaurant
certificates from Chadwick’s,
McCormick & Schmick’s and Joe
Theismann’s; Potomack River Boat
Company cruises; a stay at the

Letters to the Editor

Hotel Monaco; handmade blan-
kets and quilts; clothing and jew-
elry from The Irish Walk; golf bags
and a host of other fantastic mer-
chandise. Should other businesses
want to donate to our event,
please email me at
Ballyshaners_marshals@yahoo.com.

Join us on Feb. 20 at 3 p.m. for
this “warm-up” to Alexandria’s
30th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade and mark your calendars for
Parade Day, Saturday, March 5.

Kim Moore
Ballyshaner Auction Chair,

Parade Marshal and DelRay
Resident

Cautiously
Optimistic
To the Editor:

On Feb. 2, Virginia Secretary of
Transportation Sean Connaughton
announced two major transporta-
tion projects that have significant
implications for Alexandria.

First, as a result of strong civic
activism and in response to a law-
suit filed by Arlington County, Sec-
retary Connaughton stated the
Commonwealth was abandoning
efforts to construct High Occu-

pancy Toll (HOT) lanes along the
I-395 Corridor. Second, and sepa-
rate from the HOT lanes decision,
he announced that the Virginia
Department of Transportation
(VDOT) was moving forward with
a proposed direct access ramp
from the HOV lanes of I-395 to
Seminary Road in order to help
reduce vehicle congestion associ-
ated with the location of the
BRAC-133 at the Mark Center.

For those Alexandrians engaged
in efforts to mitigate the effects of
BRAC-133, the announcement has
produced a sense of cautious op-
timism. A direct access ramp
would help reduce vehicle conges-
tion on Alexandria’s West End
roads resulting from BRAC traffic
and begins to address the current
lack of critical mass transit infra-
structure at the Mark Center,
something that should have been
thought through long before
BRAC-133 was ever considered at
this location. While many ques-
tions remain about the specifics of
this project, including funding
availability, environmental im-
pacts, construction timelines and
impact on the surrounding neigh-
borhoods, this appears to be an
overall positive development in
addressing the coming BRAC ve-

hicle congestion.
We must also be realistic about

the impact a direct access ramp
will have on addressing larger
West End transportation chal-
lenges. Although a ramp may
greatly assist in reducing BRAC-
related congestion, constructing a
ramp from the I-395 HOV lanes
should not be viewed as the pana-
cea for all vehicle congestion in the
West End. A direct access ramp
will likely help reduce some, but
not all, of the traffic congestion
associated with the BRAC-133 site
by providing more direct access to
Seminary Road. It does not, how-
ever, address the broader and
more complex issues of existing
vehicle congestion seen on our
neighborhood streets, specifically
Seminary Road and in the
Beauregard corridor.

A direct access ramp is but one
piece of a larger transportation
puzzle that must include both road
and significant transit improve-
ments. Concurrent with our
community’s evaluation of the di-
rect access ramp, we must con-
tinue our transit planning and
evaluation efforts for the West End
and elsewhere in Alexandria. In
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703-979-1265   MAStevensServices.com

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6"–12')

Evergreen Magnolias, Hollies,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

Rhododendrons,
Crape Myrtle, Redbuds

9:00–5:00 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More
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Much More
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Off-Season Pricing
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& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Spring is in theSpring is in the
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& Amaryllis& Amaryllis& Amaryllis

50% OFF
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Spring Pots
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From Page 10

Letters

order to seriously begin address-
ing vehicle congestion, we need
multi-modal transportation op-
tions that link new and existing
destination centers in Alexandria
and throughout the region, includ-
ing locations such as Shirlington,
Pentagon City and Skyline. As we
see multi-modal options taking
shape along the Route 1 corridor,
we must apply the same transit
planning and evaluation principles
in the West End.

In the coming months, our com-
munity will assess the direct ac-
cess ramp proposed by VDOT. It is
important for our community to
thoroughly study this ramp and its
impact on our neighborhoods. Ul-
timately, I believe our community
should support this project.

In addition, we must continue
to evaluate all robust transit op-
tions for the rest of the West End
and throughout Alexandria, in-
cluding lower-cost options like bus
cue jumping and better traffic sig-
nal coordination as well as higher-
cost systems like Bus Rapid Tran-
sit and streetcars. Just as the on-
going Route 1 transit planning will
give residents and commuters
multi-modal options in moving in
and through that corridor, we must
also do the same multi-modal
planning and implementation in
the West End to give residents and
commuters the transportation op-
tions they deserve.

Dak Hardwick
Member, High Capacity Transit

Corridor Working Group
 Alexandria

Support
Caregivers
To the Editor:

Nearly one in five of the people
reading this newspaper is a fam-
ily caregiver — someone who pro-
vides un-paid financial, physical,
or emotional support — to a fam-
ily member or friend over the age
of 50. Studies have shown that
family caregivers spend an aver-
age of 20.4 hours per week pro-
viding care to loved ones, and that
this unpaid work represents over
80 percent of all long-term care
services in the U.S. The estimated
market value of the care we pro-
vide is over $375 billion — more
than the current Medicaid budget.
Providing care takes a toll on our
families in lost earning potential
and psychological stress.

Though the burden on family
members providing care to seniors
has been identified, and many rec-
ognize us as the “backbone” of the
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By Charniele Herring

State Delegate (D-46)

T
ransportation is an is-
sue that faces us ev-
ery day when we
travel to work, school,

and to any number of activities.
Recently, the Governor intro-
duced a transportation plan in
the House and Senate. The
Governor’s Transportation Plan identified
900 projects to be funded. However, the
Plan did not identify any road improve-
ments or projects, like a ramp, for the BRAC
133 facility at Mark Center which will open
in just seven months.

I did not vote for the first version of the

Plan because I could not justify
sending millions of dollars to
other parts of the state for road
improvements while my constitu-
ents in Alexandria City go with-
out any appropriation. I told the
same to the Commissioner of
Transportation – Gregory A.
Whirley. I could not justify vot-
ing for a plan that ignores my
district’s urgent transportation

needs. In addition to limiting future money
for transportation projects, the House ver-
sion of the bill takes over $150 million from
the General Fund which is used for educa-
tion, public safety and health programs.

I am pleased to report that we finally have
assurances that this plan will now include

money to pay for the HOV/transit ramp that
will give drivers direct access to the BRAC
facility at Mark Center.

On Saturday, Feb. 12, I attended the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation brief-
ing at the Alexandria City Council meeting.
For the first time, VDOT gave a public as-
surance that the proposed direct access
ramp for the BRAC 133 facility at Mark
Center will be funded through the
Governor’s Transportation Plan. This new
version is a plan that I can get behind be-
cause it will benefit our community in the
46th District as well as surrounding areas.
I have always been open to finding solu-
tions in place of playing political games, and
transportation is no exception.

While I have concerns about accelerating

such huge amounts of debt, the $3 billion
newest version of the Governor’s Transpor-
tation Plan (SB 1446) will create jobs and
spur economic growth, and it will do so
without doing harm to education and pub-
lic safety health. I look forward to having
the opportunity to voting on a solid trans-
portation plan for Virginia.

Del. Charniele Herring represents the
46th District which includes the West End
of Alexandria and parts of Falls Church.
She serves on the Science and Technology
Committee and the Courts of Justice
Committee where she holds a position as
the Democratic Committee Whip. For more
information visit
www.charnieleherring.com.

City Gets Its Share in State Transportation
From Richmond

By David Englin

State Delegate (D-45)

B
udgets are moral docu-
ments; they express our
values as a society, decid-

ing whom we lift up and whom
we leave out. I worked to keep
that in mind last week as I cast
my votes on the House versions
of budget and transportation
packages that will affect the lives of every
Virginian. For example, transportation is im-
portant, but I believe — and I think most in
our community would agree — that it is
wrong to take from education, public safety,
and our already meager services for the poor,
the sick, the elderly, and the disabled to build
roads. That is why I voted against the House
versions of the state budget and Governor
McDonnell’s transportation debt proposal.

The House version of the bud-
get does include some positive
items, such as a variation on my
proposal to repeal the gimmick
that artificially inflates state rev-
enue by forcing small businesses
to pay sales taxes they have yet
to collect from customers. How-
ever, it also cuts $100 million
from public education, $146 mil-
lion from health care services to

the poor, local police funds, services for
sexually abused children, life-saving medi-
cations for Virginians living with HIV/AIDS,
and many other critical needs. Instead, the
House budget takes $150 million of money
traditionally used for these services and puts
it toward building roads.

A few days before debating the budget,
we debated and voted on the House ver-
sion of Governor McDonnell’s transporta-

tion package. While I remain concerned
about the short-term, debt-focused nature
of Governor McDonnell’s transportation
package, I am keeping an open mind on that
front, especially since a slice of that debt
could address the impending traffic crisis
from the Department of Defense’s new
building at the Mark Center. Unfortunately,
his plan is tied closely to the House budget,
as it relies on that $150 million diversion
from core services. Therefore, I joined a
number of colleagues in voting against it
with the hope that registering our objec-
tions will give us an opportunity to improve
the plan as it now heads to the Democratic-
controlled Senate.

The good news is that these are merely
first votes in the sausage making that is
the legislative process. The Democratic
majority controlling the Virginia Senate
passed far preferable budget and trans-

portation packages. For example, the Sen-
ate version of the budget blocks that $150
million diversion from core services and
instead restores $100 million to public
education, $17 million to health care for
the poor, and invests in a number of other
core state services that have been starved
of resources. Now that both the House and
the Senate have passed competing ver-
sions of these critical packages, the nego-
tiations begin. I am hopeful that we will
ultimately produce budget and transpor-
tation packages that invest in education,
public safety, and transportation while
also meeting our basic moral obligations
to the poor, the sick, the elderly, and the
disabled. While we are nearing the end
of the legislative session, there is still time
for budget and transportation plans to
emerge that reflect our community’s val-
ues and can win my support.

House Budget Fails To Reflect Alexandria’s Values

By Adam Ebbin

State Delegate (D-49)

W
hen talking about
budgets, it’s easy to
get bogged down in

the minute details, procedures,
and arcane terminology that
characterize the process. It’s im-
portant to remember, however,
that the dollar figures aren’t just
numbers on a balance sheet — they repre-
sent people, including many of our state’s
most vulnerable citizens.

With that in mind, it’s hard to miss the
stark difference in priorities between the
budget produced by the Republican-con-
trolled House, which I voted against last
week, and its Democratic counterpart from
the Senate. Nowhere is that contrast more
clear than in how the budgets deal with
funding for public education.

We’ve already asked schools to make pain-

ful sacrifices in recent years in
order to keep the state out of the
red. School districts have elimi-
nated teaching positions, in-
creased class sizes, delayed nec-
essary maintenance, frozen sala-
ries, and cut back on electives of-
fered to students. Now that the
economy is improving and money
has started to flow into the state
again, it’s only right to use new

revenue to restore some of the harsh cuts
to public education made during the reces-
sion. This is exactly what the Senate has
proposed.

Yet even in a time of surplus, Republicans
in the House are actually proposing further
cuts that would reduce K-12 funding by $93
million. It’s part of a scheme to redirect
$150 million to Governor McDonnell’s
transportation bank by taking funds which
the state currently uses to pay for health,
public safety, schools, and other core ser-

vices.
Public education is hardly the only item

that the House budget will cut in order to
finance transportation:

❖ $1 million from the AIDS Drug Assis-
tance Program, which provides life-saving
medications to low-income individuals liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS, but has been forced to
narrow eligibility to make up for a shortfall
in funding.

❖ $1.9 million from public television sta-
tions, which provide critical resources for
teachers in our already cash-strapped pub-
lic schools and help to make history, science,
and the arts come alive for our students.

❖ $2.9 million from drug courts, highly
successful programs that mandate sub-
stance abuse treatment for nonviolent crimi-
nals fueled by addiction and produce lower
re-arrest rates than incarceration.

❖ $21.6 million from health services for
children with mental illness, dumping tens
of thousands of children from Medicaid into

local programs that are already over-
whelmed and ill-equipped to provide the
care they need while providing little fund-
ing to cover the added cost.

I’m not arguing that the state’s transpor-
tation needs aren’t dire — they are — and
if these cuts were the only way to finance
long-overdue road projects, my friends on
the other side of the aisle would at least
have a more compelling argument to make
for their budget. But the fact is that the
General Assembly has already approved a
plan to finance $3 billion worth of construc-
tion.

That’s why taking an additional $150
million from core services like health, edu-
cation, and public safety which have already
been stripped to the bone is simply inde-
fensible.

Del. Adam Ebbin is a 22-year resident of
Alexandria. For more updates from Rich-
mond, visit www.AdamEbbin.com

Beyond the Numbers: Budgets Are About People
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News

From Page 1

City, Schools Disagree about Enrollment Forecasts
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❖ $46 million for a new elementary school
to be built on a site yet to be determined.

To maximize capacity needs, the superinten-
dent plans to construct this school to handle
Kindergarten through the eighth grade. The pro-
jected opening date would be fall 2020.

❖ $43.4 million for a new school on the site
of Cora Kelly Elementary School, which the su-
perintendent wants to demolish and replace
with a new facility that would handle Kindergar-
ten through the eighth grade. The projected
opening date would be fall 2018.

❖ $39.3 million for a new school on the site
of Jefferson-Houston Elementary School, which
the superintendent wants to demolish and re-

Sherman’s Capital Requests
place with a new facility that would handle Kin-
dergarten through the eighth grade. The
projected opening date would be fall 2014.

❖ $35.3 million for a new school on the
site of Patrick Henry Elementary School, which
the superintendent wants to demolish and re-
place with a new facility that would handle
Kindergarten through the eighth grade. The
projected opening date would be fall 2015.

❖ $26 million for a 56-classroom addition
at Minnie Howard Eighth Grade Center to ac-
commodate projected growth in the secondary
student population.

Planned opening would be scheduled for fall
2016.

Not so fast, say city budget officials. They
haven’t seen a good explanation for why
the numbers went up in the first place. As a
result, they’re not sure if the trend will con-
tinue because nobody knows what was driv-
ing them in the first place. Until that hap-
pens, city budget officials say, they would
rather not spend almost $200 million for
four new elementary schools that could go
unused because enrollment projections
were flawed.

“The question we need to be asking our-
selves is if we think the enrollment trends
we’ve seen over the last few years will con-
tinue for the next 10 years,” said Alexan-
dria Budget Director Bruce Johnson. “I’m
not convinced that’s true.”

COMING UP WITH convincing reasons
for the recent spike in enrollment isn’t easy.
One popular explanation is that the slump-
ing economy caused parents who would
have otherwise sent their children to pri-
vate school to think again, a trend that
might be reversed by an improving
economy. Another potential reason is that
illegal immigrants are moving away from
communities where they feel unwelcome to
places like Alexandria, which has a reputa-
tion of being a “sanctuary city.” But there’s
no reason to believe that that may have run
its course because all the movement that
would have taken place has already hap-
pened.

That leaves good old-fashioned demo-
graphics. But even with all the modern tools
of population forecasting, the future is un-
certain for the city’s school system. Census
figures show the city’s population has in-
creased from 128,000 to 140,000 over the
last decade, but that kind of growth doesn’t
justify the school system’s enrollment pro-
jections. School officials say their enroll-
ment projections are based on population
birth rates and the percentage of students
who stay in Alexandria City Public Schools
rather than moving to another jurisdiction
or enrolling at a private school.

“We have to plan for growth,” said Deputy

Superintendent Mar-
garet Byess. “It would
be irresponsible of us if
we weren’t planing for
growth, even with con-
servative enrollment
projections.”

From 2001 to 2007,
enrollment declined by
about 1,000 students.
But then something
happened, and more
students starting com-
ing to Alexandria.
School officials expect
the school system to
grow about 16 percent
in the next five years,
adding 1,800 new stu-
dents to a system that
is already struggling to
handle the current
load. Within the next
decade, school officials
anticipate growth of 31
percent, averaging
about 2.7 percent
growth each year.

“We are busting at
the seams,” said School Board Chairwoman
Yvonne Folkerts. “If we want to keep class
sizes small, we are going to have to add
capacity.”

PREDICTING THE FUTURE is a danger-
ous game, especially when money is in-

Human Skeletal Remains Found South of Ford’s Landing
From Page 1

aminer and the forensic folks can de-
termine before we rule anything out.”

The footpath south of Ford’s Landing
once connected the waterfront
townhouses with Jones Point Park, al-
though ongoing construction of the
bridge and the park has now severed that
connection. Homeless men have been
known to frequent the area and fish in
the Potomac River. Police officials say it’s
too early to make any determination
about whether or not the skeletal re-
mains are of a homeless individual, but
that’s a possibility that’s being explored

by investigators.
“That’s always a potential when you come

across a situation like this,” said Jody
Donaldson, a spokesman for the Alexandria
Police Department. “I think it’s going to be
a couple of months before the medical
examiner’s office is able to get back to us
on this one.”

The body had decomposed so much that
police were unable to determine much from
an initial investigation. So the medical
examiner’s office and a forensic anthropolo-
gist are working trying to use dental
records, surgical implants or DNA to make
a determination, if those are available. Fail-

ing that, a forensic artist might be able to
construct a clay sculpture based on the skull.
But even then, people would have to have
some familiarity with the individual to make
the connection. “The area we are talking
about is heavily forested and swampy, so
there’s no telling how long the body might
have been there,” said Alan McCurry, who
has lived in Ford’s Landing for six years.
“The people I’ve talked to about this think
it’s rather macabre.”

The area surrounding where the body was
found was once known as Broomilawn
Point, a pleasure garden in the early 19th
century. During the Civil War, the Union

Army constructed Battery Rogers here
to protect the occupation forces. After
the war, when a smallpox outbreak
threatened the health of the city,
Broomilawn Point became a quarantine
area. The area was later the scene of a
brickyard, a shipbuilding factory and a
Ford motorcar plant. Today, much of the
area is closed to the public because of a
construction project to renovate Jones
Point Park.

“At this point, we haven’t been able to
determine the cause or manner of death
yet,” said Nancy Bull, a spokeswoman
for the state Medical Examiner’s Office.

volved. When asked about the school’s en-
rollment projections, Johnson said that
when he was chairman of the city’s budget
advisory committee more than a decade
ago, enrollment projections were showing
a huge increase in the capacity needs at
Minnie Howard Ninth Grade Center. But

those enrollments didn’t pan out, and now
he sees that experience as a cautionary tale.

“We need to know what’s going to hap-
pen before we start building schools to take
care of something that’s uncertain,” he said.
“We need to be cautious about this.”

School Board members are scheduled to
vote on a capital improvement budget on
March 3, followed by a joint work session
with City Council members on March 14.
City Council members will have the final
say on the matter when they vote on a final
budget in May. But even if the enrollment
numbers are accurate, City Council mem-
bers will be hard pressed to meet the $373
million request from the superintendent.

“I think the schools are raising fair ex-
pectations about what the enrollment
trends are likely to be in the future,” said
Councilman Rob Krupica, who is also a
member of the Virginia School Board. “But
we can’t afford what they are proposing.”
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

By Christine Candio

CEO, Inova Alexandria Hospital

S
everal months ago, a 42-
year-old woman sought
help at our hospital after
being brought to our

Emergency Department in cardiac
arrest. After being quickly assessed, our car-
diologists along with our cardiovascular and
interventional radiologists determined that

the best treatment option for the
patient would be implanting a car-
diac defibrillator or an ICD because
this woman was at high risk of ad-
ditional cardiac arrest events. Af-
ter receiving the ICD in Inova Al-
exandria Hospital’s Electrophysiol-
ogy Lab, the woman now has peace

of mind by knowing that she’s protected
from her heart condition because of the care
received by our staff.

Cardiovascular disease kills nearly 20,000
people in Virginia annually. Each year, Feb-
ruary is designated as American Heart
Month to raise awareness about these dis-
eases as well as promote research and edu-
cation.

Cardiologists at Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal suggest that anyone who believes they
may be experiencing a heart attack or stroke
to call 911 immediately.

Some symptoms we all need to be aware

of include intense chest and upper body
discomfort, shortness of breath, a cold
sweat, nausea and light headedness. Other
symptoms that are less common are jaw
pain or a feeling of indigestion or even con-
fusion. If you suffer from diabetes, more
caution is needed because it is possible to
have no symptoms other than weakness.

It is important to be aware of your health
and take advantage of every opportunity to
educate yourself about your well-being.

For more information about and education
about heart and vascular programs, visit
www.inova.org/heart.

February: Be Aware of Heart Health
Opinion

703-778-9410

Reach Your Community
You Can Have a Successful
Advertising Program that

Your Advertising Budget.
FitsInto

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Home  Life  Style

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

G
etting a lot of attention at this
year’s Consumer Electronics
Show were several Northern
Virginia companies who were

among the more than 2,700 exhibitors dis-
playing some of the world’s most cutting
edge home technology trends.

This year was all about the “apps” as more
than 150,000 people from around the world
descended on the Las Vegas Convention
Center last month for the 2011 Consumer
Electronics Show.

Homeowners can have more control over
their homes using many newly developed
smartphone applications, getting real time
information from home security systems
even when not at home, controlling room
temperatures, raising and lowering window
shades or even starting dinner or the laun-
dry from anywhere with an internet con-
nection.

Surveillance Systems,
Archerfish

For homeowners looking for a home sur-
veillance system, Reston’s Cernium Corpo-
ration has developed the Archerfish Solo,
an IP-based wireless camera that emails
video clip to your smart phone or computer
whenever it senses unusual activity.

“There’s been a lot of interest in the Solo,”
said Debbie Shuey of Archerfish, a CES ex-
hibitor for the last three years. “We’ve had
far more people stopping by this year than
the last two.”

Homeowners can use Archerfish to view
live video via computer, smart phone or tab-
let devices, as Shuey demonstrated by moni-
toring the cameras at Reston Skate Quest
cameras from the show floor in Las Vegas.

Debuting at CES this year was the Archer-
fish Solo Flood Light Adapter, which allows
the camera to be installed by screwing it
into an existing flood light socket.

“We’re continuously developing products
to help consumers keep an eye on the places
that matter to them,” said Cernium presi-
dent Craig Chambers.

www.myarcherfish.com

Tablet Times Two,
Entourage

McLean-based Entourage Systems used
this year’s CES to launch the Pocket Edge,
a portable version of its bestselling Entou-

rage Edge.
“We just launched last year and are do-

ing very well, especially internationally,”
said Entourage vice president Doug
Atkinson. “As a consumer device, we are just
getting started and are excited to be here.”
The mission is to provide an all-inclusive
personal technology device that combines
the functions of several products into one
solution.

Both the Entourage and Pocket Edge are
dual screen e-reader, Android-based tablet
computer, notepad and audio/video re-
corder and player. Connected to the
internet, it can manage any connected home
security system or smart appliances. Prices
start at $349.

www.entourageedge.com

MAXSA, Going Green
Skip West is no stranger to the crowds of

the Consumer Electronics Show.
“This is my eighth year here and it just

keeps getting better,” said West, founder
and president of the Fairfax Station-based
MAXSA Innovations. “I love inventing new
products and this is the place to introduce
them to consumers.”

West debuted a dozen new items at this
year’s show, most focusing on “green” tech-
nology.

Security, Convenience and Green Innovation
Northern Virginia
companies debut
home technology
trends in Las Vegas.

See Home,  Page 21

Jon Kelman demonstrates a light-up
security vest by Fairfax Station-based
MAXSA Innovations.

Entourage vice presi-
dent Doug Atkinson,
left, demonstrates
the new Pocket Edge
to David Goldhagen
of San Antonio.

Skip West, founder of Fairfax Station-based MAXSA Innovations, displays
his latest home technology solutions at the Consumer Electronics Show
in Las Vegas last month. West teaches the course “From Geek to
Gazillionaire” at George Mason University.

Herndon-based Simplicikey president
Jason Pizzilo, right, demonstrates the
new lockset to Oracle’s Joel Storm at
the Consumer Electronics Show.

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/The Connection
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2  207 Fairfax Street South,
Alexandria — $2,840,000
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Top Townhouse
Sales in 2010

Northern Virginia REAL ESTATE

Address ............................... BR . FB HB ... Postal City ...... Sold Price .... Type .......... Lot AC ........ Subdivision .......... Date Sold

1  415 PRINCE ST ....................... 3 ... 3 ... 2 .... ALEXANDRIA ..... $2,850,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.17 ............ OLD TOWN ............... 08/23/10

2  207 FAIRFAX ST S ................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 .... ALEXANDRIA ..... $2,840,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.13 ............ OLD TOWN ............... 07/09/10

3  1401 NASH ST ........................ 4 ... 4 ... 2 ..... ARLINGTON ...... $2,150,000 .... Attach/Row Hse .. 0.03 BROMPTONS@MONUMENT PL .. 09/30/10

4  606 CAMERON ST .................. 3 ... 2 ... 2 .... ALEXANDRIA ..... $2,100,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.11 ............ OLD TOWN ............... 06/07/10

5  7218A FARM MEADOW CT ..... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ....... MC LEAN ........ $1,685,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.06 ........... EVANS FARM ............. 06/30/10

6  1423 HARVEST CROSSING DR 3 ... 4 ... 1 ........ MCLEAN ......... $1,630,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.07 ........... EVANS FARM ............. 06/21/10

7  1496 TEAGUE DR ................... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ........ MCLEAN ......... $1,487,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.07 ........... EVANS FARM ............. 07/16/10

8  1227 STUART ROBESON DR ... 3 ... 4 ... 2 ........ MCLEAN ......... $1,360,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.10 ........... MERRYHILL .............. 04/30/10

9  11776 STRATFORD HSE PL#11043 ... 3 ... 0 ........ RESTON ......... $1,060,000 .... Penthouse ............................ STRATFORD .............. 01/29/10

10  11990 MARKET ST #1813 ...... 2 ... 3 ... 0 ........ RESTON ......... $1,000,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ...... MIDTOWN AT RESTON TOWN ... 10/05/10

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.
© Google Map data
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10  11990 Market Street, Reston — $1,000,000
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1  415 Prince Street,
Alexandria —
$2,850,000
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3  1401 Nash Street ,
Arlington — $2,150,0004  606 Cameron Street,

Alexandria — $2,100,000

© Google Map data
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alexandria City
Colecroft  $589,900

545 Braddock Road E.
Penthouse 701

Stunning 2 bedroom, 2 bath Penthouse
(1,599 sq ft) w/panoramic views of the city
landscape in great location (across the street
from Braddock Metro –Blue & Yellow lines).
Easy access to Old Town, Crystal City & D.C.
Two large bedroom suites w/vaulted ceilings,
each w/their own bathroom. Gorgeous living
room has high ceiling, gleaming hdwd floors,
cozy fireplace & built–in bookcases. Large
walk-out balcony off of living room affords

spectacular views & has two spacious storage closets on either side. 2 covered
garage spaces. Well-appointed complex has private courtyard & exercise room.
Walk to restaurants, shops & nightlife. This is city living at its best – it’s a 10!

Westgate $659,900
9010 Volunteer Drive

Beautiful traditional
Colonial w/2-car side
garage in fabulous Mount
Vernon location. It is
classy! Over .5 acre land-
scaped corner lot.
Stunning sunroom addi-
tion. Hardwood floors

main & upper levels. Family rm w/gas FP off kitchen. Wood FP in
living room. Lovely kitchen w/Corian counters & large picture win-
dow facing scenic backyard. Sweet front porch. Large unfin bsmt:
ample storage.

“We now have solar powered motion activated
flood lights, along with our solar walkway lights for
decks, stairs and driveways,” West said. “We’ve been
taking lots of orders and getting a great response.”

MAXSA also offers laser garage parking systems
and personal devices such as a reflective safety vest
with 16 LED lights, devices to avoid automobile/deer
collisions and special flashlights.

“I sold my last company but didn’t like being re-
tired,” said West, who teaches the course “From Geek
to Gazillionaire” at George Mason University. “I love
helping students develop their ideas into successful
companies.” West, one of the first to produce bat-
tery powered votive candles, donates part of his sal-
ary from GMU to a student business competition.

maxsainnovations.com

First Impressions,
Simplicikey

If the employees of Herndon-based start-up
Simplicikey all look young, it’s because they are.

“We hired 11 people, all between the ages of 21
and 35,” said Carl Guerreri, president of parent com-
pany Electronic Warfare Associates, a government
defense contractor. “I told them to wander the world
for a year to come up with an idea that best utilized
our technology.”

The result is the Simplicikey lock, a remote con-

trol electronic deadbolt.
“We wanted to make something worthy of a front

door,” said D’Vell Garrison, vice president of sales
and marketing. “The lock is all metal with a carbon
core center deadbolt, concealed light-up keypad and
remote key fob that works from up to 50 feet away.
… It’s great seeing all the first adapters’ eyes light
up when they see the lock.”

“I started early this morning and haven’t stopped
talking since,” said Simplicikey president Jason
Pizzillo. “But people love the product and it’s been a
great show.”

www.simplicikey.com

Debbie Shuey monitors security at the
Reston Skate Park as part of the Archerfish
demonstration at the Consumer Electron-
ics show in Las Vegas last month.

From Page 19

New Local Technology
Photos by Jeanne Theismann/The Connection

The Capital Home & Garden Show will feature hundreds of dis-
plays and exhibits this year, with a special emphasis on “Going
Green.” Exhibitors include all aspects of home design and improve-
ment, gardening, kitchen and bath remodeling, flooring,
roofing,doors, windows, fencing, pools, interior and exterior light-
ing, home entertainment, interior designs and much more. Get ideas,
investigate new products, gather information and meet the profes-
sionals who can help. Dulles Expo Center, Feb. 25 – 27,
www.capitalhomeshow.com.

Capital Home & Garden Show, Feb. 25-27

1. Energy Efficient Appli-
ances: The refrigerator is one
of the home’s highest consum-
ers of energy. Use the water and
energy-saving settings on your
refrigerator and dishwasher.

2. Lighting: Use compact
fluorescents (CFLs). Design-
ing a home with good natural
lighting cuts down on the need
to use electricity.

3. Biodegradable Clean-
ing Products, and use com-
mon supplies like baking soda
and vinegar.

4. Indoor air quality: Look
for products that don’t have syn-
thetic formaldehyde resins.
Proper ventilation will help
maintain superior indoor air
quality.

5. Green Cabinetry: Many
are made from renewable and
salvaged materials.

6. Skip the bottled water.
7. Green Flooring: Con-

sider cork, bamboo  or con-
crete flooring.

8. Countertops and back-
splashes made   of recycled glass
or concrete.

9. Buy Local and Organic:
Buying local keeps fuel usage at
a minimum, supports local
economy and encourages local
farming.

10. Solar Water Heating
can save your household up to
35 percent of its energy use and
prevent tons of carbon dioxide
entering our environment over
the life of the system.

Home  Life  Style

10 Green Tips from the Home Show



Splendid Nuptial Sites
The Wanderer senses that there may be some Alexandrians among us

who are looking with green eyes on the impending royal wedding of

William and Kate. Okay, so they have Westminster Abbey and

Buckingham Palace. Pretty impressive. But The Wanderer would like

to present our own charming venues where proud traditions can rule

the day. And the price tag is NOT $20 million!

LEE FENDALL HOUSE

614 Oronoco Street, 703.548.1789,

leefendallhouse.org

A GADSBY’S TAVERN MUSEUM

134 North Royal Street, 703.746.4242,

alexandriava.gov/historic/gadsbys

B CARLYLE HOUSE

121 North Fairfax Street, (703) 549-2997,

nvrpa.org/park/carlyle_house_historic_park

TORPEDO FACTORY

105 North Union Street, 703.838.4199,

torpedofactory.org

C POTOMAC PARTY CRUISES

00 Prince St, 703.683.6076,

dandydinnerboat.com

THE ATHENAEUM

201 Prince Street, 703.548.0035, nvfaa.org

LYCEUM

201 South Washington Street, 703.746.4994,

alexandriava.gov/Lyceum

D RIVER FARM

7931 East Boulevard Drive, 703.768.5700,

ahs.org/river_farm

COLLINGWOOD LIBRARY

AND MUSEUM

8301 East Boulevard Drive, 703.765.1652,

collingwoodlibrary.com

CEDAR KNOLL INN

ON THE POTOMAC

9030 Lucia Lane, 703.799.1501,

cedarknollinn.com

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S

MOUNT VERNON ESTATE & GARDENS/

MOUNT VERNON INN

5514 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway,

703.780.3383, mountvernon.org

E WOODLAWN PLANTATION

9000 Richmond Highway, 703.780.4000,

woodlawn1805.org

STONE MANSION

3900 Stonybrooke Drive, 703-827-0269,

fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hprs/

stonemansion.htm

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

D

B

A

C

E

Photos by Louise Krafft

An unidentified

couple near

Founder's Park

in 2009.

Jane Pease and her partner at the

Gadby's Tavern and Museum's Grand Ball.

The Klimchalk's 2004 wedding at Woodlawn Plantation.
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

George Washington Parade on Feb. 21st
G

eorge Washington, the nation’s first
president, will be honored on the
279th anniversary of his birth with

a parade in his hometown of Alexandria,
on Monday, Feb. 21, from 1 to 3 p.m. in
Old Town.

The George Washington Birthday Parade,
the largest and oldest in the country cel-
ebrating this Founding Father, will wind its
way through the historic streets of Old Town
where Washington lived, worshiped and
conducted business. Annually the parade
includes thousands of participants includ-
ing historical, community and youth groups,
bands, horses and canines. Spectators line
the brick sidewalks along the one-mile pa-
rade route.

Events throughout the weekend in Alex-
andria will celebrate Washington’s legacy
with an historic reenactment at Fort Ward
Park, the Birthnight Banquet & Ball at
Gadsby’s Tavern, a 10-K race, the first ever
one-mile race just before the parade, plus

Fife Band marching in last year’s George Washington Birthday Parade.

On Monday, Feb. 21, the day of the
George Washington Birthday Parade in Al-
exandria, several Historic Alexandria sites
will be hosting special open houses with free
admission.

❖ Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal Street, and the Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 South Fairfax
Street, will both be open from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.; the Friendship Firehouse Museum,
107 South Alfred Street, will be open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and The Lyceum,
Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South
Washington Street, will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Visitors may tour these his-
toric sites for free on this day.

❖ Also open from noon to 5 p.m. is the
Historic Alexandria History Center & Mu-
seum Store, 101 North Union Street, where
you can stop in and get dressed for the pa-
rade in 18th-century style! Make a tricorn
hat to take with you, get your picture taken
with the George and Martha Washington
cut-out, and try on 18th-century clothing.

Did you know that Thomas Jefferson cel-
ebrated his inauguration in 1801 in the
Gadsby’s Tavern ballroom? What was a
popular tavern beverage of the time? What
was considered luxurious for overnight ac-
commodations in the 18th century? Visitors
to Gadsby’s Tavern Museum will find out at
the place George Washington dined and
danced.

At the Apothecary, which opened in 1792,
visitors will see its unique collection of herbs
and botanicals, while discovering the impor-
tant role the Apothecary played in early
Alexandria. Among featured display items
will be documents from Martha Washing-
ton, our country’s first First Lady, one of
several famous customers who relied on the
Apothecary.

❖ At the Friendship Firehouse, first built
in 1855 and remodeled in 1871, see hand-
drawn fire engines, leather water buckets,
axes, sections of early rubber hose and other
historic firefighting equipment. The Friend-
ship Fire Company, established in 1774, was
Alexandria’s first volunteer fire company,
and the restoration of Friendship’s distinc-
tive cupola was just completed last year.

❖ At The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, stop in for the special program
“Meet the President” before the parade. At
11 a.m., Brian Hilton will portray President
Woodrow Wilson and discuss events of the
time of his presidency, 1913 to 1921, before
taking questions from the audience. And
before or after the parade, guests can ex-
plore The Lyceum’s exhibitions.

For more information about these events,
please visit www.historicalexandria.org.

Parade Day
Open Houses

free admission to historic sites on parade
day. Historic Mount Vernon presents a Sur-

prise Birthday Party for General Washing-
ton daily through the weekend.

M
ore than a few tears were shed as The
Little Theatre of Alexandria continued
its long tradition of hosting a closing-

night wrap party after the final performance
of the musical “Oliver!”

“We all lost it when James started crying
during the final curtain call,” said Anna
Maria Machosky of James Woods, who
played the title character in the show and
was a cast mate of her son Joseph. “The kids
have been like a family for five months so
it’s very sad for all of them to be saying
goodbye tonight.”

Highlighted by a parody of the show by
the normally behind-the-scenes producers
and crew, the Feb. 5 party recognized the
year-long efforts of the all-volunteer LTA pro-
duction team and cast.

“You have been an amazing group to work
with,” said co-producer Eddie Page to the 15
children that were part of the cast. “I hope
that 50 years from now you’ll remember the
special times you had here at LTA.”

LTA crew members Jim Hutzler, Marg Soroos, Charles Dragonette and
Margaret Snow perform a parody of “Oliver!” at the LTA wrap party Feb. 5.

Choreographer Heidi Zufall
shows off her certificate of appre-
ciation for her work in “Oliver!”

Cast member Joseph
Machosky, 7, with director
Roland Branford Gomez.

Director Roland Branford Gomez
and producer Rachel Alberts.

Cast members Michael Schlesinger and
Mike Baker present director Roland
Branford Gomez with an autographed
cast photo at the LTA wrap party for
“Oliver!” Feb. 5.

It’s A Wrap for ‘Oliver!’
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Entertainment

NOW THROUGH MARCH 16
Shakespeare Shenanigans!

Wednesdays 11:30-1 p.m. At the
Little Theatre of Alexandria in Old
Town. Geared for the older adult,
participants will discuss, read, and
perform scenes from Shakespeare.
Non actors welcome. Email Heather
Sanderson at bardsplay@aol.com or
call the Little Theatre at 703-683-
5778, ext. 2.

FEB. 18-20
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

Feb. 18, 19 at 7:30 p.m.; Feb. 20 at 3
p.m. Performed by MVCCT and
directed by Tiffany Ford. Tickets are
$10/adult; $8/seniors and students.
For tickets, call 703-360-0686. At
Heritage Presbyterian Church, 8503
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.MVCCT.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 17
Great Books Discussion Group

Meeting. 7 p.m. At the Beatley
Central Library, 5005 Duke Street,
Alexandria. There will be a
discussion of the three “ode” poems
by John Keats. Call Bill Scouton at
703-931-3559.

Eighteenth-Century Dance Classes.
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Cost is $30/series
or $12/class. Learn the dances of
Jane Austen, George Washington,
and Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum’s historic ballroom.
At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street. Reservations are
requested and can be made by calling
703-746-4242 or
www.gadsbystavern.org.

SATURDAY/FEB. 19
Broadway Night. 8 p.m. The Hayfield

Choir Boosters present Broadway
Night 2011. Complimentary Dessert
Reception at 7 p.m. and
entertainment by the Hayfield High
School Jazz Band. Tickets are $10/
adults; $7/students and seniors. At
the Rebeca S. Wilburn Auditorium,
Hayfield Secondary School.

Steven Gellman in Concert. 8 to 10
p.m. At St Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300
Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Call
703-739-9268.

Genealogist Char Bah. 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Cost is $5. During Black History
Month, discover your own family
history with expert techniques for
tracing African-American ancestors.
At the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-4356 or
visit www.alexblackhistory.org.

George Washington’s Birthnight
Supper and Ball. Cocktails, a
unique silent auction, raffle, seated
dinner and live music. Hosted by the
Neighborhood Friends of Mount
Vernon. Tickets are $175. To attend,
call 703-799-8647 for reservations.
At Historic Mount Vernon.

 FEB. 19-21
George Washington Birthday

Celebration Weekend. A city-
wide celebration including the
country’s largest parade celebrating
George Washington, a 10k race, the
Birthnight Banquet and Ball, historic
sites offering free admission, and
more. Throughout Old Town,
Alexandria. Call 703-991-4474 or
visit www.Washingtonbirthday.Net/
events.

SUNDAY/FEB. 20
Dream Wedding Event. 3 p.m. Bridal

fashion show, wedding vendors,
complimentary appetizers, photo
booth, auction of bridal services. At
the St. George Gallery, 115 N. Alfred
St., Alexandria. Proceeds benefit
VITAL VOICES Global Partnership, an
international, non-profit organization
that works with women and human
rights. Visit www.VitalVoices.org.

Barbershop Concert. 3 p.m. The 40-

member Harmony Heritage Singers
present patriotic music in honor of
President’s Day. At Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church. A free-will offering
will be taken to benefit UCM. Contact
Ron Brandt, 703-765-4779,
brandtron@verizon.net.

“Ready for Spring” Event. 2 p.m. to
5 p.m. Find products like Airbonne,
doTerra, lia sophia, Miche Bags,
Thirty One and Willow House.
Purchases will benefit the Lee Fendall
House Museum and Garden. Contact
Jeri Hesson at 703-350-2385 or
jeri.hesson@cox.net.

Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic. 3 p.m. Free. At
Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. Pre-
concert lecture at 2:15 p.m.

Marine Chamber Orchestra. 2 p.m.
The Compleat Percy Grainger. At the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, NVCC, 3001 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Call 703-
845-6156 or
www.schlesingercenter.com.

MONDAY/FEB. 21
Surprise Birthday. Free admission.

Celebrate the 279th birthday for
George Washington. Daily from Feb.
19 through Feb. 21, the party
features “General Washington”
receiving birthday cheers, 18th-
century music and birthday gifts
presented from his 18th-century
friends. On Saturday, Feb. 19, and
Sunday, Feb. 20, have a taste of
Washington’s favorite breakfast —
hoecakes swimming in butter and
honey with “the General” himself!
The weekend leads up to a grand
holiday party for the first president
on Monday, Feb. 21, with free
admission, military demonstrations,
the new “Surprise Birthday Party”
celebration, and a wreathlaying
ceremony at Washington’s tomb. Visit
www.MountVernon.org. At Mount
Vernon.

Parade Day Breakfast. 9 a.m. The
Friendship Veterans Fire Engine
Association invites the public to join
in their breakfast on the day of the
George Washington Birthday Parade.
Tickets are $30/person. Funds raised
will benefit the Friendship Veterans
Fire Engine Association. At the

Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites, 625
First Street, Alexandria. Contact Bill
Kehoe at 703-751-6416.
Meet Woodrow Wilson. 11 a.m.
Free. President Wilson will be
brought to life by actor Brian Hilton,
who will discuss his views on events
of the time of his presidency, 1913 to
1921. At The Lyceum, Alexandria’s
History museum, 201 South
Washington Street, Old Town,
Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

TUESDAY/FEB. 22
Mount Vernon at Home. 2 p.m.

Information Session. At Sherwood
Regional Library, Sherwood Room,
1st Floor. Membership and volunteer
information and presentation.
Call 703-303-4060 or email
info@mountvernonathome.org.

Quilting Lecture. 12:30 p.m. Free.
Pictorial Art Quilter Laura
Wasilowski presents “I Quilt,
Therefore I Am” to Mount Vernon
Quilters Unlimited. MVQU meets at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Contact:
MVQUPresident@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 23
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m.

Admission is $6. DJ Dance Party with
DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642, South Pickett Street,
Alexandria.

Abrakadoodle Innovative Art
Class. 1:30 p.m. At the Hermitage in
Northern Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks
Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-797-3800.

THURSDAY/FEB. 24
“Oscar Night” Gala Benefit. 7 to 10

p.m. An evening of Hollywood glitz
and glamour, featuring an Oscar
Raffle, Silent Auction and Cocktail
Buffet, the event promises to be a
sellout! The event will raise funds for
the Center for Alexandria’s Children
(CAC), a public-private partnership
dedicated to the elimination of child
abuse. Ticket start at $125 each.
Tickets are available at
www.oscarnight.@eventbrite.com or
703-746-6008. At Belle Haven
Country Club, 6023 Fort Hunt Road.

Photo by Judith Beermann

Navy Secretary Benjamin Stoddert (John Curd) and First
Lady Abigail Adams (Bonnie Fairbanks) at Halcyon
House, Stoddert’s Federal residence on Prospect Street
overlooking the Potomac River

SUNDAY/FEB. 20
Abigail Adams Historical Re-Enactment. 4 p.m. Free. The Colonial past

meets the present when Abigail Adams and Benjamin Stoddert, the first U.S.
Secretary of the Navy, discuss matters of their lives and concerns through an
hour-long historical re-enactment at the Lyceum on the eve of President’s Day.
At the Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street, Old Town Alexandria.
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Fresh Shad Roe

Winter Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
             Coq au vin • Cassoulet
                 Chef Specials • Venison

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

Old Town

Restaurant
Français

and
Bar

Brunch
        &  Dinner

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
for

�
10 East Glebe Road

Alexandria, Virginia 22305
Chezandree.com

703.836.1404

Lunch
Sunday and Tues-Fri

Dinner
Sunday Thru Saturday

Wednesday Nites
All Bottled Wine

Half Off

�
Book Your Next Party
in Our Private Room

Great Rates Available

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Fine Arts

NOW THROUGH FEB. 20
inMOTION by Artist Sandi Parker.

Parker’s collection of oil paintings
presents a vibrant celebration of
Arlington high school teen athletics,
with almost every high school sport
represented. At Cassatt’s Café and
Gallery, 4536 Lee Highway,
Arlington.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 27
John M. Adams — Finding Zero.

John M. Adams’ work activates the
perceptual connection between artist,
object (or environment), and viewer.
At the Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. 703-548-0035. Visit
nvfaa.org.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 27
Mixing Bowl. Examines Immigration

and Diversity in America. 16 artists
were invited to submit work for
consideration addressing their
personal views on immigration and
diversity in America today. At The
Target Gallery in the Torpedo
Factory. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 27
Love Letters Exhibit. A collection of

love-inspired artworks paired with
artist’s love letter. At the Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org

NOW THROUGH MARCH 6
“Malaysia Journeys.” A Photo

Exhibition by Blake Stenning. At
Multiple Exposures Gallery, 105 N.
Union St., #312, Alexandria. Call
703-683-2205.

NOW THROUGH MARCH 6
Centerpieces for Valentine’s Day.

The Ceramic Guild Show at the

Scope Gallery at The Torpedo
Factory. Monday through Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with
Thursdays open until 9 p.m. At 105
North Union Street, Ground Floor
Studio 19, Alexandria. Call 703-548-
6288 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/
scope.

NOW THROUGH MARCH 6
Gallery West Presents: The 14th

National Show. Juried by F.
Lennox Campello. Gallery hours are

Wednesday through Sunday from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 703-549-6006.
Visit www.gallery-west.com.

 NOW THROUGH MARCH 27
Objects & Apparitions by Renee

Lachman. The Objects and
Apparitions exhibition is an eloquent
tribute to its namesake; a poem
written by Octavio Paz for Joseph
Cornell. At the Schlesinger Center
Margaret W. & Joseph L. Fisher
Gallery, NVCC Alexandria Campus,
3001 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.

MARCH 3 TO APRIL 10
“Bare Bones/Ruth Trevarrow.”

Show contains a collection of
powerful shapes and lines that dare
us to see a lush beauty in bare bones.
Artist’s Reception is Sunday, March 6
from 4 to 6 p.m.  At The Athenaeum,
201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

MARCH 4 TO 27
Beyond Form: Expressing Art

Exhibit. Artist’s reception is Friday,
March 4 from 7 to 10 p.m. All-media
show exploring the color, energy and
simplicity inherent in abstract
artwork.  Details at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
bplummer11@verizon.net.

NOW THROUGH MAY 1
Exhibition of Commemorative

Wares. Features ceramic wares that
reflect the Alexandria community’s
keen interest in current and historic
events. At the Lyceum, 201 South
Washington Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Open Monday through
Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. $2
admission. Call 703-746-4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

NOW THROUGH MAY 7
Artist Horace Day. “Style and

Identity: Black Alexandria in the
1970s, Portraits by Horace Day.” The
exhibition of more than 30 paintings
by Horace Day (1909-1984) features
Alexandria street scenes and portraits
of African American Alexandrians
from the early 1970s. At The
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe Street in the heart of
Alexandria’s historic Parker-Gray
District. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or call
703-746-4356.

Water Marks: Barry D. Lindley’s Solo Exhibit of Water-
color Paintings

MARCH 10 – APRIL 4, 2011
Water Marks. Watercolorist Barry D. Lindley creates striking paintings portraying

the effect water has on natural and man-made objects. Opening reception and
Meet the Artist is Thursday, March 10 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Artist’s Talk is
Saturday, March 26 at 1 p.m. On Display in the Art League Gallery.

SUNDAY/FEB. 20
Folk Singer Pierce
Pettis. 7 p.m. With
special guest Rj
Cowdery. At Church of
the Resurrection, 2280
N. Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Tickets
are $18 general, $15
in advance at
FocusMusic.org.

Music
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ABC LICENSE
Glam A Unisex Mini Day Spa, LLC trading as 

Glam Day Spa, 6929 Telegraph Rd, Alexandria, 
VA 22310. The above establishment is applying 

to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Day 
Spa, Wine & Beer on premise license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic beverages. Trong D Le, 

Owner

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
====================================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, MARCH 2, 2011 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the fol-
lowing applications:

CASE BAR2011-0032
Request for new awning at 1555 King St, zoned 
KR King Street Retail.
APPLICANT: 1555 King St Court LLC 

CASE BAR2011-0035
Request for storm door at 1300 C Duke St,
zoned OC Commercial.
APPLICANT: Alex Falcon

Information about the above item(s) may be ob-
tained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ011737-01-05
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
DOMINIQUE ROBINSON
The object of this suit is to:
Determine custody/visitation of subject child
It is ordered that the defendant Jeffrey Lassiter, 
appear at the above named Court and protect 
his or her interests on or before 3/3/3011 at 
9:00am

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION - 
MARCH - 2011

====================================
The items described below will be heard by the 
Planning Commission and the City Council on 
the following dates. NOTICE: Some of the
items listed below may be placed on a consent 
calendar. A consent item will be approved at 
the beginning of the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be taken off the 
consent calendar and considered separately.
The Planning Commission reserves the right to 
recess and continue the public hearing to a fu-
ture date. For further information, call the De-
partment of Planning and Zoning on 746-4666.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2011

7:30 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2011

7:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
#2011-0003
898 NORTH ALFRED STREET
JAMES BLAND (OLD TOWN COMMONS)
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for an amendment to DSUP #2008-0013 to con-
struct three multi-family buildings instead of two 
multi-family buildings as previously approved; 
zoned CDD-16/Coordinated Development Dis-
trict #16. Applicant: Alexandria Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority and GPB Associates 
represented by Kenneth Wire, attorney 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2011

7:30 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2011

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0087
4740 EISENHOWER AVENUE
DOG DAYS OF OLD TOWN
Public hearing and consideration of a request to
operate a dog day care facility with overnight
boarding and a request for a parking reduction; 
zoned OCM-100/Office Commercial
Medium(100). Applicant: Kathryn Rollins

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0088
101 NORTH UNION STREET #101
RESTAURANT
Public hearing and consideration of a request to
operate a restaurant; zoned KR/King Street
Retail. Applicant: Blue Zen VA, Inc represented 
by Hanh Tran

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0089
444 SWANN AVENUE (Parcel Address:
420 Swann Avenue) 
AUTOMOBILE REPAIR FACILITY

Public hearing and consideration of a request to 
operate a general automobile repair facility;
zoned I/Industrial. Applicant: Mehrah 
Noorizadeh

TEXT AMENDMENT #2011-0004
FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS
A) Initiation of a text amendment; B) Considera-
tion of an amendment to Section 6-300 the 
zoning ordinance regarding floodplain 
regulations.
Staff: Department of Transportation and 
Environmental Services

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
#2010-0004
3100 JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY
MARINOS PIZZA RESTAURANT ADDITION
Public hearing and consideration of a request 
for a development special use permit, with site 
plan and modifications, for an addition to an 
existing building for a new restaurant; zoned 
CSL/Commercial Service Low. Applicant: Ather 
Subzwari

TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as
1010 Emerald Drive, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Lo-
gan D. Leathers, Ursula F. Leathers, Enrique L. 
Kotoriy and Dely A. Kotoriy, dated June 8, 2007, 
and recorded June 13, 2007, in Deed Book 
19391 at page 623 among the Land Records of 
Fairfax County, Virginia, the undersigned substi-
tute trustee will offer for sale at public auction at 
the front entrance of the Judicial Center for Fair-
fax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, 
Virginia, on

Friday, February 18, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. 

the following property being the property con-
tained in said Deed of Trust, described as fol-
lows:

Lot 22, Block 22, Subdivision of Waynewood, 
Section Eight, as the same appears duly dedi-
cated, platted and recorded in Deed Book 1788 
at page 168, among the Land Records of Fair-
fax County, Virginia; together with an easement 
for turn around purposes as set forth in Deed 
Book 2433 at page 142 among the aforesaid 
land records.

Commonly known as 1010 Emerald Drive, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22308.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 
$35,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale 
price, whichever amount is less, in the form of 
cash or its equivalent will be required of the pur-
chaser at the time and place of sale; the bal-
ance of the purchase money being due and 
payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, time 
expressly being of the essence, with interest at 
the rate of 11.375 percent per annum from date 
of sale to date of settlement. Provided, howev-
er, that if the holder of the secured promissory 
note is the successful bidder at the sale, no 
cash deposit shall be required, and part of or 
the entire indebtedness, including interest and 
costs, secured by the Deed of Trust, may be set 
off against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the 
deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing 
easements and restrictive covenants as the 
same may lawfully affect the real estate. Sale is 
further subject to mechanic's and/or material-
man's liens of record and not of record. The 
property will be sold subject to all conditions, 
covenants, restrictions, rights of redemption of 
federal lienholders or encumbrances, and 
agreements of record affecting the same, if 
any.

This sale is being made subject to a su-
perior trust.

In the event the undersigned trustee is 
unable to convey to the purchaser good title, 
then purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy 
shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improve-
ments thereon will be sold in "as is" condition 
without warranty of any kind. Purchaser shall 
be responsible for any and all building and/or 
zoning code violations whether of record or not 
of record, as well as for all unpaid and enforcea-
ble homeowners' or condominium owners' asso-
ciation dues and assessments, if any. Purchas-
er also shall be responsible for obtaining pos-
session of the property at his/her expense. Pur-
chaser shall assume the risk of loss and shall 
be responsible for any damage, vandalism, 
theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the proper-
ty occurring after the time of sale. Conveyance 
will be by special warranty deed. Conveyanc-
ing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, ex-
amination of title, state stamps, and all other 
costs of conveyance are to be at the expense of 
purchaser. State and local taxes, public charg-
es, and special or regular assessments, if any, 

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices Legal Notices

shall be adjusted to the date of sale and there-
after shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally 
reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit re-
quirement; (ii) to approve or disapprove the 
creditworthiness of any bidder and/or
purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any 
time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to 
extend the time for bidding; (v) to reject any or 
all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 
time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of 
time for settlement hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale 
may be announced at the time of sale.

DAVID N.
PRENSKY

Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

Old Town
FRANKLY, IT’S A MESS! ‘Towners, we’ve got a
real can of worms on our hands, and we really de-
serve much better.

I’m talking about our gorgeous waterfront — what
it has been, what it is today and what it is becoming
— a future source of civic ineptitude

In case you haven’t been paying attention, many
of us have been blathering for the last few years try-
ing to figure out how and why we can’t make our
transcendent waterfront a nice place to spend an
enchanted evening, an afternoon away from the of-
fice, a sparkling morning stroll along the shore or a
lifetime doing all of the above. I vote for any or all,
but it won’t happen — at least in my lifetime.

We just can’t seem to get it right. We can’t settle
back and appreciate the reality of the jewel we have
down there at the foot of Old Town. As someone
said the other night, “People come to Alexandria
because it’s there. Why change it?”

Change it they will, if the city visionaries don’t get
their act together before it’s too late to harness the
potential of the Alexandria waterfront. This isn’t your
usual monthly lecture on public affairs from your
friendly neighborhood correspondent. This is more
a call to arms to your brothers and sisters who run
this town either as elected officials or folks like the
Old Town Civic Association, the Historic Alexandria
Foundation and the Alexandria Historic Preservation
and Restoration Commission, among others. We’re
at flash point as our city movers and shakers pre-
pare to go forward in April with a “new” waterfront
plan — which apparently is little changed in other
such plans over the years.

The Old Town Civic Association has been among
those leading the enormous effort to push the city
into a plan that preserves what we have, along with
our vision of the future that we can afford realisti-
cally. That’s the rub. As Poul Hertel of OTCA offers
in a glimpse of the problems, he wrote recently that

the plan the city is preparing to release soon, offers
some desirable features — unfortunately tempered
by little solid planning. Hertel, a former president of
the watchdog OTCA, notes that so many of the de-
sirable features are tempered by reality.

For example, the plan proposes moving the Old
Dominion Boat Club parking lot onto Waterfront Park
and building a five-story on top, effectively wiping
out the park.

This amazing move would be converted to open
space. As Hertel notes, there are two problems: The
City does not own the boat club and the club appar-
ently has no interest in approving the swap. and the
Waterfront deed was part of the 1981 settlement with
the Federal Government and it specifically does not
allow a building nor parking on Waterfront Park.
Small problem? Are you kidding!

The plan also includes construction of 625 hotel
rooms within the plan area, a 62 percent increase in
the number of hotel rooms east of Washington Street.
Hertel and OTCA’s Bert Ely note that City staff esti-
mate another 109,941 square feet of new restaurant
space in the area — an area equivalent to 14 restau-
rants the size of one being built at 106 S. Union St.
Congestion? City staff estimates the new restaurants
would require an additional 800 parking spaces.

The above only offers a tiny glimpse of the path
ahead if the plan goes forward, which it won’t. OTCA’s
Ely, along with Hertel and others summarize the situ-
ation this way: “In my almost 47 years of working
on financial matters of all types,” Ely says, “I have
seen a lot of bad and incompetent financial plan-
ning and forecasting. What (city planners) have put
on the table so far is among the worst that I have
seen. This so-called waterfront plan is a fiasco, as is
becoming increasingly evident to all concerned ...”

Tough words, ‘Towners. But these are tough times.
Be happy we’ve got some folks unafraid to step up.
Stay tuned.

— Bob Feldkamp

Neighborhood

Deena Disarelly, a vol-
unteer with the
Campagna Center’s
Building Better Futures
Program, has been se-
lected as one of the two
individual recipients of
the Ninth Annual Virginia
Mentoring Award.

The Virginia Mentoring
Awards, a program of the Virginia
Mentoring Partnership, honors in-
dividuals and programs commit-

Deena Disarelly To Receive Mentoring Award
ted to mentoring youth.
Disarelly along with Ben
Thompson of Richmond,
the Armstrong Leadership
Program of Richmond,
and Team Up Mentoring of
Norfolk will be honored at
an award luncheon on Feb.
24 at The Jefferson Hotel,
in Richmond.

As a mentor and volunteer,
Disarelly has helped to grow the
center’s Building Better Futures

program which provides at-risk
Latino and non-Latino ESL high
school students in Alexandria with
the support and services needed
to succeed in school and beyond.
Disarelly logged close to 250 men-
tor hours during the 2009-2010
school year and through her re-
cruiting efforts the number of
mentors and tutors grew 1000
percent over the past five years to
a current group of 200 from less
than 20 in 2005.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
.C. Williams girls basketball coach
Kesha Walton attributed Tuesday’s
poor start to “tournament jitters.”

Junior guard Sofie Schedler said the Titans
“weren’t really into” the defense they were
playing.

Whatever the reason, TC’s effort against
Lake Braddock in the opening quarter of
the first round of the Patriot District Tour-
nament couldn’t have been much worse.
The Titans turned the ball over eight times,
were held without a field goal and fell be-
hind 7-2 against a team they had already
beaten twice by an average of 18 points.

While the first quarter was ugly, it turned
out all that was needed was a simple de-
fensive adjustment.

“Coach is like, ‘Go Red,’ which is full-court
man,” Schedler said. “I’m like, ‘Yes! Let’s
go!’”

No. 3 TC turned up the pressure in the
second quarter and took over the game. The
Titans opened the period with a 17-0 run

and they’re very intense. When they
play with that intense pressure, it flus-
ters kids. We got flustered.”

Jasmine Norman started TC’s sec-
ond-quarter run with a 3-pointer in
the opening minute. From there, the
Titans poured in a flurry of 3-point-
ers and transition
buckets on their way
to a lopsided lead.

“That’s our
game,” Walton said.
“That’s what we do.
We strive off of de-
fense; that’s our No.
1 goal. We try to get
a lot of turnovers
because for us, turn-
overs equal easy
baskets for us.”

Norman led TC
with 18 points. Sadé
Barber scored 14
points for the Titans,
Schedler finished
with 11 and Rainie
Summa and Gabby
Moss each added seven.

TC returns to the regional tourna-
ment after falling short last season.

“It’s good to know we sealed the
deal,” Norman said.

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
.C. Williams boys basketball coach Julian King
wasn’t pleased with the Titans’ play during the
first half of Tuesday’s Patriot District Tourna-
ment opener against Lee and he let them hear

about it at halftime.
TC entered the locker room with a 24-6 lead, forced 15

first-half turnovers and limited Lee
to two field goals.

So, what’s the problem?
Lee entered the game with a 0-

19 record. TC is the district’s top
seed and a team that has battled
consistency issues. While the score
was lopsided, the Titans’ play was
uninspired.

“It shouldn’t take for me to have
to go in at halftime,” King said,
“and remind you with a few ex-
amples and a few choice words
how focused you should be.”

King got through to his players,
who opened the second half with an 18-0 run and cruised
to a 60-24 victory at T.C. Williams High School.

“Second half, coach got on us,” senior Tyrell Sitton said.
“He really motivated us to play harder.”

What did he say?
“A lot of words,” Sitton said with a smile. “I’m not going

to say.”

Sitton scored nine consecutive points during the Titans’
18-0 run, including back-to-back 3-pointers. He finished
with a game-high 15.

The win put the Titans back into the regional tourna-
ment after missing out last year. TC’s 2009-10 season was
marred by eligibility issues, forfeits and a loss to Annandale
in the first round of the district tournament.

“Just another step in the right direction,” King said of
Tuesday’s win. “We want to be back in the district champi-

onship game and looking forward
to the region tournament —
somewhere that we’ve been the
past four or five years.”

The biggest question TC has
moving forward is whether the
team will show up to play to its
full potential every game.

“You have a great game against
[national power] Montrose
[Christian on Feb. 5], you lose at
the buzzer, and then you come in
tonight and you have a lull in
your play. That’s just the sign of
an inconsistent team. We have a

lot to work on and most of it’s mental.”
Jamal Pullen scored nine points for TC, including the

first eight of the contest. TJ Huggins, Tyler Driver and Rick
Mathews each scored seven points and Mert Ozkaynak and
Donte Adams each added six.

The Titans will face No. 4 Woodson at 6 p.m. on Feb. 17
in the district semifinals.

Titans Still Searching for Consistency
TC advances to regionals with win over Lee.

Tyrell Sitton led T.C. Williams with 15 points
during Tuesday’s win over Lee.

“We want to be back in the
district championship game
and looking forward to the
region tournament —
somewhere that we’ve been
the past four or five years.”

— Coach Julian King

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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In-Your-Face Defense Propels TC to Regionals
Titans outscore
Lake Braddock 30-5
in second quarter.

T.C. Williams girls basketball coach Kesha Walton instructs the Titans
during Tuesday’s Patriot District Tournament win against Lake Braddock.

and outscored the No. 6 Bruins 30-5 en
route to a 69-39 victory at T.C. Williams
High School. The Titans clinched a berth in
the Northern Region Tournament and ad-
vance to the district semifinals against No.
2 South County.

TC overwhelmed Lake Braddock with its
full-court pressure, forcing 11 second-quar-

ter turnovers.
“They turned up the aggression,” Lake

Braddock head coach Leigh Kampman said.
“They came after us, they were going hard
after the ball and we kind of went back in
our shells a little bit. We didn’t come out as
strong and [they] forced a lot of turnovers.
[Walton has] a really good group of kids

“When they
play with

that intense
pressure, it

flusters
kids. We got

flustered.”
— Lake Braddock

girls basketball
coach Leigh

Kampman
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2011 deadline is Nov. 1, 2011

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

KING STREET CATS ADOPTIONS!
We have the pitter patter of tiny paws…

and big paws at our cat orphanage.

Come see if the new love of your life is at 25 S. Dove Street in Alexandria
(off Duke Street by Pet Sage) every Saturday and Sunday from 1:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. We also need temporary foster homes for kittens!

Directions and additional information is available on our website at
www.kingstreetcats.org or call (703) 231-7199.

SAME OLD RESOLUTION. SAME OLD GYM.
EXPECTING NEW RESULTS?

Definition of Insanity.

NO GIMMICKS.
JUST RESULTS.

1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

703.683.0777
FitnessTogether.com/alexandria

* New Clients Only. Restrictions
may apply. Expires 2/28/11.

Fitness Together Alexandria
300 North Washington Street
Suite 106
Alexandria, VA 22314

Gift Certificates
Available

This determines your
aspirations, current

fitness level, and the right
program to meet your goals.

Free F.I.T.
Consultation

valued at $199

Sports

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

O
n Saturday, T.C. Williams senior Omar
Maknassi finished better than all but
one 135-pound wrestler in the North-

ern Region. But after the Titan grappler stepped
down from the second-place medal stand at
Fairfax High School, the positives of his accom-
plishment were not at the forefront of
Maknassi’s thoughts.

“Disappointment,” is what Maknassi said he
felt. “It doesn’t go away.”

The one wrestler who finished better than
the TC senior was Robinson’s Brooks Martino,

who defeated
Maknassi in
the champi-
onship match
for the sec-
ond consecu-
tive year at
the Northern

Region Tournament. On Saturday, Martino won
by a 6-0 decision.

“[If I] just wrestle my match, I should be able
to win against anybody,” Maknassi said. “I
stopped thinking and started wrestling
[Martino’s] match. I knew how he wrestles and
I let him do what he does best instead of what
I do best. … He gets in good position and he
doesn’t stop attacking.”

Maknassi’s effort helped T.C. Williams finish
14th as a team with 50 points. Titan 130-

P
layers from Alexandria high school hockey
and basketball teams were honored Feb. 15
as Student Athletes of the Month by

the Alexandria Sportsman’s Club.
Recognized for both academic and ath-

letic achievement were Jasmine Norman,
T.C. Williams Basketball, Brandi Smith,
Hayfield Secondary School Basketball, Evan Boden,
St. Stephens & St. Agnes Hockey and Robert
Chastain, Bishop Ireton Hockey.

Also honored were members of the Recreation
Department’s MacArthur 12 and under boys basket-

ball team. Coached by Brian Corcoran and
Ron Webne, team players include Ahmed
Abdalla, Keshon Carter, Jackson Hipp, Rob-
ert McPherson, Jackson Moser, Joseph
Mutscheller, Riley Peterson, Garrett Roach

and Jacob Souza. Don Fishman, assistant general
manager for the Washington Capitals, was guest
speaker for the evening.

Maknassi Finishes Region Runner-Up
Titans finish 14th with
three regional placers.

T.C. Williams 135-pounder Omar Maknassi,
left, finished Northern Region runner-up to
Robinson’s Brooks Martino for the second
consecutive season.

“Disappointment. …
It doesn’t go away.”

— T.C. Williams 135-pounder
Omar Maknassi

pounder Decker Beasley finished fifth and 160-
pounder Marvin Gomez finished fourth.

Robinson won the Northern Region team title with
260.5 points, followed by Westfield (208) and Pa-
triot District champion South County (118).
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Club Honors Student Athletes

Washington
Capitals assis-

tant general
manager Don

Fishman, third
from left in

back, joined
the Alexandria

Sportsman’s
Club in pre-
senting the

Student Ath-
letes of the

Month Awards
Feb. 15 at the
Old Dominion

Boat Club.
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the Month
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Garden Center Laborer
and Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing  people  to  stock  our  products  at   a
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for  weekend work.  For job  descriptions
and locations go to www.bellimpact.com

Please visit our website to apply online at
www.goodwinhouse.org

EOE

PRN Home Care CNA
Goodwin House Incorporated is seeking

experienced CNAs for our Home Care Department
to work on an on-call/as needed basis (PRN).

Qualifications include:
1. Must hold current Virginia CNA license
2. Must have at least two years home care agency experience
3. Must be willing to work short shifts (2 hours)
    and on an on-call basis
4. Must be able to communicate effectively with residents and staff

SALES PERSON
Part-time, Full-time • Top Salary

Excellent working conditions.
Flexible hours. No nights/Sundays.

Requirements: retail ladies fashion exp, energetic,
mature 40+, pleasant personality, fluent English.

Call Mrs. Shipe Between 11am & 4pm
MAE’S DRESS BOUTIQUE

703-356-6333 • McLean, Virginia

Ladies Apparel

Master Plumber 
Northern Virginia HVAC Company is in 
search of a Master Plumber to manage 
a start up Plumbing division. Must have 
at least 10 years experience, submit to a 
drug test, have a good driving record 
and excellent customer skills. Benefits 
include top pay with 100% family medi-
cal coverage, matching 401k, holiday, 
vac and PTO. This is a great opportunity 
to get in at ground level of a growing di-
vision. Serious applicants email resume 
to Rmurphy@ssihvac.com.

Part Time After-Care and 
Lunch Assistant at Alexandria 

Country Day School
Alexandria Country Day School (ACDS) 
currently seeks a part time assistant for 
our PM Care program. The assistant will 
be responsible for monitoring children 
after school; additional responsibilities 
include assisting with the school lunch 
program and receptionist duties. Hours: 
11:00AM- 6:00PM Tuesday & Thursday.  
Compensation: $15/hr. Candidates must 
have excellent communication skills, a 
professional demeanor and an aptitude 
for working with children. References 
and criminal background check re-
quired. ACDS is an K-8 Independent 
School; for additional information please
visit acdsnet.org.

Part-time Nursery Worker 
Plymouth Haven Baptist Church is seeking a 
caring, reliable part-time caretaker for nurs-
ery-aged children (newborn through kinder-
garten) from 8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. each 
Sunday and two hours each Sunday evening 
Sept.-May. Possibility of some weekday 
evening nursery care hours.  Competitive 
hourly pay. The successful candidate should 
have membership in another church of 
Christian faith, have experience and enjoy 
working with newborn and young children, 
direct and work well with volunteer nursery 
staff, and have general knowledge of first 
aid. Must be at least 18-years old and speak 
English;  non-smoking  candidate  preferred. 

Email resume and 3 references to 
jobs@plymouthhaven.org or call

703-360-4370. 

Part-Time TELLER
Burke & Herbert Bank, the oldest bank 
in Virginia, has an opening for a part 
time teller. This position is located in 
the Landmark area, off Duke Street.
Hours are 2:30 – 7:00, Monday through 
Friday, and 8:30–1:00 Saturday. Health 
insurance is included. Candidates 
should have customer service experi-
ence and basic PC skills. Cash han-
dling skills are a plus. Apply in person 
at 118 S Fairfax St, Alexandria, VA, 
22314, between 9:00 and 2:00, Monday 
through Friday, or email your résumé to 
jobs@burkeandherbertbank.com or mail 
to E. Debeniotis, PO Box 268, Alexan-
dria, VA, 22313. EOE/AA

Preschool Teacher

Seeking mature energetic creative 
person for full-time  Lead Teacher 
position at Alexandria Location Pre-
school.  Prior experience working in 
childcare.  Bachelor’s Degree.  Com-
petitive Salary & Med Benefits. 
Earned leave & all Federal Holidays 
Off,  Paid  Annual  Training,  401(K).  
Position avail immediately.  Fax re-
sume 703-765-6356 or Email re-
sume: ACPhollinH@aol.com.      EOE  

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

EDUCATION  TRAINING

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

ClassifiedClassified

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

108 Personal Services

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
AVAILABLE

Errands, Personal Shopper 
& Office Work.  Computer 
proficient., travel arrangmts, 
organizing, genr’l office 
help.  Call Colleen 703-216-
0537 @ Here 4U There 4U.
Colleen@here4uthere4u.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Now! Complete

Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Do not wish 
to be anything
but what you
are, and try 
to be that
perfectly.

-St. Francis 
de Sales

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Letters

systems of care for the aging, our perspec-
tives and needs are still unheard and unmet.
Our state and local budgets allow insuffi-
cient funding for outreach and information
sources for caregivers, public programs can-
not accommodate all those who need them,
and privately-paid support services are
unaffordable to most. Demonstrating the
lack of understanding for family caregiver
needs, a Virginia House bill to make a reg-
istry of respite care providers available to
our families was recently defeated for the
second year in a row.

All members of our community should
want to support family caregivers. Studies
have shown that when family caregivers
receive adequate support through effective
information outreach and accessible and
affordable community-based programs, we
are able to keep loved-ones out of publicly-
funded long-term care facilities and in their
homes. Support for family caregivers is cru-
cial to us all, as we know that Medicare and
Medicaid systems can barely support our
current population, and the need is only
growing.

In Virginia, by 2030, the number of people
over 65 will have doubled; meaning one in
five residents will be over this age. This will
be a doubling of those who will need ac-
cess to services such as Alzheimer’s day cen-
ters and senior centers, safe transportation
alternatives to driving, support with meals,
home health care, and financial manage-
ment and legal support. The doubling of our
senior citizen population also means that if
you are not providing care to someone now,
chances are that you will be soon. Without
attention to these needs by our communi-
ties, families will increasingly bear the bur-
den of caring for seniors — meaning more
financial and psychological hardship, and
faster placements in facilities.

I urge family caregivers in Alexandria to
attend upcoming public Town Hall meet-
ings to provide your input to the planning
process that will develop a 5-year Strategic
Plan for Aging in Alexandria. Tell those de-
veloping this plan what caregivers need to
be able to help our seniors remain at home,
to ensure their health and safety, and to
keep them engaged in fulfilling activities
and relationships in our community. If you
are a caregiver now — or will be soon —
you need to make your heard!

Town Hall forums will be held on Feb. 23
at the Minnie Howard Campus of T.C. Wil-
liams High School from 6:30-8:30 p.m., and
on March 3 at the First Baptist Church from
noon – 2 p.m. For more information Please
visit www.alexandriava.gov/aging.

Laura Burns Macone
Alexandria

Family caregiver, member of the Alexandria
Commission on Aging, and the representative of
family caregivers on the Advisory Group develop-
ing the City’s strategic plan for Aging

Write Send to:
Letters to the Editor

Gazette Packet
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Ray’s Welding

www.BenRayWelding.com

(703) 960-1571
Repair

Remount
Rails Installed New

MILLENNIUM, USA PAINTING LLC
Licensed & Insured  •  Interior o Exterior

millenium_usa@hotmail.com  •  www.millennium-usa-painting.com
You Can Fallow Us By

703-409-8563

Power Washing • Carpentry
Wall Paper Removal & Installation • Deck • Fences
Drywall Finishing • Tile Ceramic  • Housekeeping
Services • Window Cleaning Interior & Exterior

Gutter Cleaning By $100 Houses $50 Townhouses

WE DO SNOW REMOVAL BEGIN 10$$
We clean, drive ways, walkways,

decks, roofs and parking lots

Great References
Great Prices

Quality Service

40% Discount
For New Customers

MISC. SERVICES MISC. SERVICES

PAINTING PAINTINGHANDYMAN HANDYMAN

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

M&O Repair

GUTTER RESET
Painting

Pressure Washing
Fix Ice damage
NEW GUTTERS

703-843-4792

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

TREE SERVICE

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!
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