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See Explosion,  Page 10

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

A
fter an explosion demol-
ished a home in Chantilly’s
Brookfield community, six

days before Christmas, the ques-
tions residents there most wanted
to know were: “What caused it?”
and “Will it happen to my house?”

So some 300 people packed into
Brookfield Elementary for a re-
cent, standing-room-only meeting
with fire department and gas com-
pany officials, hoping to get some
answers. But they left with a
mostly uneasy feeling that they
might never know the origin of the
explosion and resulting fire.

“In two months time, nobody
can tell us what was
the cause?” asked
resident Sara Acuff.

“All the informa-
tion needs to be
gathered first,” re-
plied Steve Price, di-
vision head of opera-
tions with Washing-
ton Gas Co. “Our fo-
cus is on this system
and how it affects
you.”

On Dec. 19, 2010, some 60
firefighters from five stations —
including two hazardous-materials
units — rushed to the home of
Thuan Nguyen at 4303 Lees Cor-
ner Road, near Pennsboro Drive.
Neighbors had called 911 about a
gas leak, an explosion and a fire.

No one from the Nguyen family
was home when their two-story
house exploded around 8:45 p.m.,
but they lost everything. Fairfax
County fire officials estimated the
damage at $400,000.

“It took approximately one hour
to bring [the two-alarm blaze]
under control because of the large

volume of fire,” said
Fire and Rescue De-
partment spokes-
man Dan Schmidt.
“The heat was in-
tense, nearby trees
caught on fire and
the siding melted on
the neighbors’
homes on both
sides.”

Kevin McCollum,
who lives across the

street, said Washington Gas then
shut off the gas that night to area
homes. “There was a huge hole,
about 5x5, in the middle of the
road,” he said. “The gas company
found the leak and fixed it. They
worked on it throughout the

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

C
hantilly High has a new state champion in
the person of its theater students, who won
the VHSL One-Act Play competition, last

Saturday, March 5, in Charlottesville.
“We’re very happy,” said Theater Director Ed Monk.

“Their challenge was to do the best performance

they’ve ever done, and that’s what they did. They’re
an extremely talented bunch of kids, and very nice,
as well.”

Their winning entry, “AP Theatre,” was a comedy
written by Monk. It’s about a student taking an AP
theatre test demonstrating his knowledge of three
styles of theater history. To do so, he has to write
three short plays in those styles about problems fac-
ing modern teen-agers.

The styles were Bonruku – Japanese theater with
giant puppets, Greek Theater and Theater of the
Absurd, and both the story and acting proved to be a
winning combination for Chantilly.

In January, Monk’s cast and crew of 32 won the

After Explosion,
Residents Uneasy
Despite meeting,
Brookfield
community
lacks answers.

Fire Capt. Paul Masiello,
the lead investigator.
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“We might not
have any clear
answer.”

— Steve Price,
Washington Gas
division head of

operations

‘We Are the Champions’
Chantilly theater
students win VHSL
one-act competition.

‘Many Cultures,
One School’
Poplar Tree Elementary students cel-
ebrate their school’s diversity while
performing, “I’d Like to Teach the
World to Sing” on March 3. More pho-
tos, page 6.

Wearing colorful Peru-
vian outfits are (from
left) second-graders
Cristina Cotrina and
Sheyla Valdez during
Heritage Night.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbes

Centre View
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Free Japanese Maple Planted
$479 Value with 200 sq. ft. Patio or

Equivalent Hardscape Purchase
with this ad

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–6:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

CERTIFIED
DISTRESSED
PROPERTY

EXPERT©

YOU’VE PUT A LOT INTO YOUR
HOME…MAKE SURE YOU GET

THE MOST OUT OF IT.
Nothing surpasses experience to achieve the

best results—and our success confirms it!
As the sales leader in our marketplace,

with 26 years of experience in helping
over 3,000 families buy and sell their
homes, we have the experience. We bring
a wealth of knowledge to your real
estate transaction.

Experience…
the Difference!
See Complete School Information

& VIRTUAL TOUR at www.seln4u.com
DISCOVER THE DISTINCT ADVANTAGE!

$574,900 VIRGINIA RUN
Immaculate 3 Finished Level Colonial in sought-
after Virginia Run. 5 BR upper level. Lux MBA
w/jetted soak tub. Large kitchen w/adjoining
family room w/FP & built-in bookshelves. Brand
new granite counters & stainless steel appliances.
Large vaulted-roof screened porch offers a 10-mile
view from this hill location in winter & complete
privacy in summer! Lots of storage. Finished
walk-out basement. Large lot. FX7524056

$624,900 VIRGINIA RUN
Impeccable model-condition home filled with
natural light! 4 bay windows. Cul-de-sac lot.
Huge rear deck w/hot tub. 9' ceilings. Study
w/built-ins. Refinished hardwood floors.
Completely remodeled kit. w/hickory cabinets,
granite & stainless steel appliances. FR w/
skylights & FP. Lux. Master BA. Finished
bsmnt w/huge rec room w/projector & built-in
speakers, 5th BR and full BA. FX7531946

$399,900 NEWGATE FOREST
Great opportunity to own a single family home in
Centreville! Huge backyard w/privacy fence.This 4-
level split home offers lots of square footage! All
updated appliances & Pergo floor in kit. 4 upper lvl
BR’s including the master, which features a full,
private BA. Beautiful wet bar & brick FP with
wood stove insert located in the rec rm w/kit to the
Oversized 2-car garage. Rec room steps down to
den with 2 storage/bonus rooms. FX7533261

$574,900 VIRGINIA RUN
Award-winning Cardiff model! Large corner lot.
Front porch. 2-Tier deck. Hdwd floors. Fabulous
kitchen with granite, updated appliances &
breakfast nook. Cozy family rm with FP. Huge
master suite w/step-down sitting rm. Master BA
w/soak tub, sky-light & huge walk-in closet. Fin-
ished walk-out basement with wet bar & much
more! Directions: From I-66 W to Exit 52, R on Lee
Highway, R on Pleasant Valley, R on Surrey
House, R on Hidden Canyon. FX7541320

$324,900
LITTLE

ROCKY RUN
Bright & open
brick-front TH!
Great location! 2
parking spaces.
Tons of updates
incl. new, neutral
carpet, fresh paint,
new SGDs, brand
new deck, all

updated BA’s, updated kit. w/new granite,
flooring & updated appliances. Walk-out LL
w/cozy FP. Fenced backyard. Directions:
From I-66 to Exit 53, Rt. 28 S, L on Rt 29, R
on Pickwick, L on Wild Brook. FX7538147

$724,900 VIRGINIA RUN
Spectacular Surrey Model on large lot backing to
acres of densely treed parkland. Gourmet kit.
w/granite and stainless steel. Lower level rec
room is a replica of a true English pub to include
a complete bar! Lower level media room w/media
equipment and surround sound system. Gleaming
hardwoods throughout main level. Study with
built-ins. Huge master suite w/his & hers walk-in
closets & luxury bathroom. FX7544898

Call Spencer Today. . .it will be the best move you ever make!

DON’T SETTLE FOR LESS THAN THE BEST!

703-266-SALE • www.seln4u.com

We’re         .com!

Spencer

Long & Foster Realtors
God Bless America.

OPEN SUNDAY, 3/13/11•1-4 P.M. OPEN SUNDAY, 3/13/11•1-4 P.M.

News

See Dinner Theater,  Page 15

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

T
here’s big news in Clifton — the town is
holding its first-ever dinner theater. The
murder-mystery/comedy, “I’m Getting
Murdered in the Morning,” will be pre-

sented Friday-Saturday, March 18-19, at 7 p.m., in
the Clifton Town Meeting Hall, 12641 Chapel Road.

Tickets are $30/person for the show and a catered
dinner. They’re available at A Flower Blooms in
Clifton, The Clifton Café, T & K Treasures and The
Clifton Wine Shop & Tasting Room, or by e-mailing
cliftontheatertickets@gmail.com.

“The story is about a disgruntled bride whose wed-
ding is interrupted by a murder,” said producer
Dianne Janczewski, a Clifton resident and Fairfax
High grad. “While everyone is trying to solve the
murder, she just wants to eat a good meal at her
reception.”

Audience members will become the guests at the
wedding reception, and Clifton’s Brant Baber, as the
detective, will interact with them, asking them ques-
tions as part of the plot. The fun begins at 7 p.m.
with hors d’ oeuvres and drinks (from the cash bar),
followed by dinner and the show at 8 p.m.

Shirley’s Catering of Lorton is providing stuffed

Dinner Theater Comes to Clifton
‘I’m Getting Murdered in
the Morning.’

chicken breasts, rice and veg-
etables, with vegetarian meals also
available. Students from Rocky
Run Middle School will serve the
food and have some surprise lines
during the play.

There’s a cast and crew of 18,
plus 17 students. Half the cast is
from the Town of Clifton and the
rest are from Centreville, Fairfax
Station, Fairfax and Reston. Said
Janczewski: “It’s a fun evening —
dinner and local theater with a
community feel.”

Directing is Charlt Yakovleff of
Centreville’s Marleigh Downs com-
munity. Professionally, she works
in the TV and film industry as a
production freelancer for major
networks in the Washington Met-
ropolitan area. She’s currently co-
producing and co-directing three
films, including one on 23-year-
old LaVonda “Nikki” King, who
was killed in the June 2009 Metro
train crash.

“I’m thrilled to be directing the
inaugural, Clifton Dinner Theater
production,” said Yakovleff. “I’m
honored; it’s great to see how the
actors come from their everyday
lives to become the characters and
make them what they want.”

“This is a tongue-in-cheek com-
edy and a great opportunity for
people to get together and enjoy
themselves,” she said. “I really
want the audience to have a good
time and to walk away thinking,

Photo by Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View

From left: Maid of honor, Terri Marin; best
man, Hilary Rinke; bride, Nichole Klocke
de Rodriguez; and reporter, Lorraine
Hoppe rehearse a scene.



Centre View North  ❖  March 10-16, 2011  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

See Roundups,  Page 7
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See Chantilly Wins,  Page 7

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will

perform free, child safety carseat inspections Thursday, March
10 and March 24, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900
Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. No appointment is necessary. But
residents should install the child safety seats themselves so tech-
nicians may properly inspect and adjust them, as needed.

However, because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles
arriving on each date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may
have enough time to properly instruct the caregiver on the cor-
rect use of the child seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to con-
firm dates and times.

Time To Spring Forward
OK, so snow fell in the wee hours of Monday morning; never-

theless, this weekend is the start of Daylight Saving Time. So
when residents go to bed Saturday night, March 12, they should
turn their clocks, watches and other time-displaying items ahead
one hour.

Velkoff Runs for School Board
Chantilly’s Ted Velkoff will announce his candidacy for an at-

large position on the Fairfax County School Board, this Sunday,
March 13, from 2:30-4:30 p.m., at the Greenbriar Community
Center, 4615 Stringfellow Road in Chantilly. Velkoff is a past presi-
dent of the Chantilly High PTSA.

County Budget Meeting Planned
A Town Hall meeting to discuss Fairfax County’s 2012 budget

will be held Monday, March 14, at 7 p.m. in the Chantilly High
lecture hall. In attendance will be Supervisor Michael R. Frey
(R-Sully), School Board Chairman Kathy Smith and county man-
agement and budget staff.

WFCCA Land-Use Committee
The West Fairfax County Citizens Association (WFCCA) Land-

Use Committee will meet Tuesday, March 15, at 7 p.m., in the
Sully District Governmental Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd., in
Chantilly. Land-use attorney Tim Sampson will present details of
Inova Fair Oaks Hospital’s expansion plans.

CAC Agenda: Budget, Hockey
The next meeting of the Sully District Citizens Advisory Com-

mittee will be Tuesday March 15, from 7-8:30 p.m., at the Sully
District Governmental Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly.
Supervisor Michael R. Frey (R-Sully) will discuss the county’s
2012 budget. Police MPO Jason Herbert will talk about his ice
hockey team that’ll participate in the World Police Fire Games, this
August, in New York. In addition, Fred Sanborn will discuss Fairfax
County Law Enforcement Foundation initiatives, and Ray Powers
will present details from the police chief’s retreat in January.

Help Plan Centreville Day
Community members are invited to help plan Centreville Day

2011 by attending a meeting Thursday, March 17, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Sully District Governmental Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd.
in Chantilly. The Friends of Historic Centreville are looking for
people with imagination, energy and organizational skills who’d
like to learn more about and support their community by bring-
ing back Centreville Day. Committees include entertainment, lo-
gistics, history and vendors. For more information, contact Cheryl
Repetti at cbrepetti@verizon.net or 703 830-5407.

‘Saturday Night in Suburbs’
Learn more about what local teen-agers’ behavior is regarding

drugs, alcohol, dating and partying at Westfield High’s annual
“Saturday Night in the Suburbs” program. It will be held Thurs

Roundups

Chantilly Wins State Play Competition

We’re number one: Chantilly High theater students celebrate their first-place finish in
the state, one-act play championship, Saturday, March 5.
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From Page 1

District competition, followed by the Regional
crown in February. Then on Saturday, their 35-
minute play competed against seven other schools
to capture the state championship.

“We got a perfect score of three, first places from
the judges,” said Monk. “And of the eight, excellence-
in-acting awards that were given out, we received
four. Robbie Novak, Spencer Parkinson, Billy Baker
and Matt Calvert were all honored.”

He said his young thespians were “totally on” dur-
ing their performance Saturday at Piedmont Com-
munity College and made no mistakes. But, he
added, “You literally never know how you’ll do; it’s
up to the judges and is subjective.”

The students also had a long and suspenseful wait
for the results. “We were the second school to per-
form and we finished at 11:30 a.m., but we didn’t
find out how we did until
6 p.m.,” said Monk. “The
kids were all excited; they
got to go up on stage and
get their medals and the
trophy.”

Junior Robbie Novak
said he was shocked when he heard his name called.
“It was an awesome thing to be recognized as an
outstanding actor out of everyone there,” he said.
“They said they liked my acting as a puppet and were
really impressed.”

He called winning States “like the icing on a cake
— the best thing that could happen. They announced
second place, and then we were all sitting and hold-
ing hands and thinking, ‘Chantilly.’ And when they
said it, we all got up and hugged and screamed. We
were so happy.”

“Everybody worked together; no one was slack-
ing,” continued Novak. “Ours was such an original
piece, and the way we interpreted it, it was a fan-
tastic show.”

In his scene, sophomore Matt Calvert portrayed
an unprepared student who sleeps through his alarm

and runs into school late for a test, in his pajamas.
“He thinks he’s going to fail, but is able to struggle
through it,” said Calvert. “But I didn’t expect to win
an award.”

He, Novak, Baker and Parkinson each won medals
for their acting prowess, besides the medals given to
each Chantilly actor for the play’s victory. “And we’ll
get State Championship rings later on,” added
Calvert. “I feel like everyone deserved it; we worked
really hard. Even during the snowstorm in January,
we went to someone’s house to practice.”

He said it felt amazing to triumph at States. “We
won first place every time — for Regionals, Districts
and States — so there were a lot of emotions run-
ning through us,” said Calvert. “We felt happiness
that we won, excitement that we were best in state
and sadness that it was over.”

Baker played a man who
keeps his cool while the
world around him is crazy
and falling apart. “The part
was really emotive, with a
lot of ups and downs, and
is both serious and funny,”
he said. “Although my

character’s the focal point of that world, Mr. Monk
and my fellow actors on stage gave me something
wonderful to play off of.”

“I’ve been in Chantilly Drama four years now, and
I’ve put so much of my life, time and effort in this
that winning States feels like a culmination,” said
Baker. “It’s the cap on my senior year and something
I won’t ever forget.”

In the Bonruku scene, Parkinson did a different
voice for each of four puppets — three of which were
female — and narrated in yet another voice. He be-
lieves the judges liked it because “it was an original
thing they’ve never seen done before — Japanese
puppets in a modern story.”

Regarding his own performance, he said, “One of

“It was probably one of the
greatest moments of my life.”

— Spencer Parkinson, Chantilly actor
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Opinion

A
 new law to mandate very basic and
limited insurance coverage for treat-
ing autism in young children awaits
the signature of Gov. Bob

McDonnell. The added coverage will be a life-
line to many families already coping with ma-
jor challenges.

The bill passed by wide margins with won-
derful bipartisan support (including all of our
Northern Virginia legislators). It passed 29-8

in the Senate; 73-24 in the
House of Delegates.

The governor is facing a
major lobbying effort by some

business and insurance company interests to
veto the bill, and he has not yet said what his
intentions are. The law would save money over
time, because it will result in young adults with
autism functioning at a higher level.

Contact him and urge him to sign this bill
into law.

ht tp ://www.governor.v i rg in ia .gov/
contact.cfm; (804) 786-2211.

SB 1062/HB 2467 verbatim:
Health insurance; mandated coverage for autism

spectrum disorder. Requires health insurers, health
care subscription plans, and health maintenance orga-
nizations to provide coverage for the diagnosis of
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and treatment for
ASD in individuals from age two to six, subject to an
annual maximum benefit of $35,000 of coverage for
applied behavior analysis. This requirement does not
apply to individual or small group policies, contracts,
or plans. The mandate will also apply to the state
employees’ health insurance plan and to the local
choice health program. This measure will not apply to
an insurer, corporation, or health maintenance orga-
nization, or to government employee programs, if the
costs associated with coverage exceed one percent of
premiums charged over the experience period.

Safe for Saint
Patrick’s Day
Plan ahead to get home
safe after celebrations.

W
hile the City of Alexandria holds its
Saint Patrick’s Day parade early,
that leaves that much more time for

celebration on the day itself, March 17.
The Saint Patty’s Day SoberRide program will

offer 12 hours of safe passage from 4 p.m. on
Thursday, March 17th until 4 a.m. the follow-

ing day to keep impaired drivers off the road
during this traditionally high-risk holiday.

First, plan ahead to manage this yourself:
leave your car at home, take public transpor-
tation, arrange for a designated driver, or
choose to abstain if a designated driver isn’t
available.

But if you find yourself needing a ride, area
residents 21 and over celebrating with alcohol
can call the SoberRide phone number 1-800-
200-TAXI for a free, safe way home (up to $30
cab fare).

Last Saint Patrick’s Day, 525 possibly im-
paired people used the SoberRide service
rather than possibly driving home impaired.
More than a third of traffic fatalities on Saint
Patrick’s Day and the early morning hours of
the next day are alcohol related nationwide.

Sponsors of this year’s Saint Patrick’s Day
SoberRide include the Restaurant Association
Metropolitan Washington, Volkswagen Group
of America and the Washington Area New Au-
tomobile Dealers Association, as well as some
of the area’s Irish restaurants, including
Ireland’s Four Provinces and Murphy’s, Ri Ra
and Sine Irish pubs.

Since 1993, this program on targeted holi-
days has provided 51,718 safe and free cab
rides home to would-be drunk drivers in the
area. See www.soberride.com.

Note to Gov: Sign Autism Bill
Bipartisan effort sup-
ports early treatment.

Editorials

Celebrating with a Donation
Frank Stitely & Paul Karstetter, founding partners of Stitely & Karstetter, CPAs &
Business Advisors, presented Melissa Jansen, executive director of Western
Fairfax Christian Ministries (WFCM), with a check for $900 on Dec. 14.  Capping
off a year-long celebration of their 20th anniversary, S&K recognized two decades
of helping clients optimize their earnings, grow their businesses and work toward
their financial goals. To commemorate 20 years strong, S&K donated money to
WFCM for each new tax client as well as for tax referrals from current clients
through November 2010.

Working
The Solution

To the Editor:
The proposed Centreville

Worker Center will provide a ser-
vice to the Centreville community,
through providing a safe place for
workers to gather and wait for

work, away from the busy corner
that now serves as an unorganized
worker center. The proposal offers
a local solution that resolves con-
cerns of business owners, shoppers
and library clients. Centreville
Immigration Forum (CIF) is deter-
mined to provide well-trained staff
who can operate the Center effi-
ciently and safely to serve the in-

terests of the entire community.
Anyone interested in applying for
one of the full or part-time staff
positions can contact CIF for more
information.

Employers, whether homeowners
or business persons who need tem-
porary help, are able to hire with-
out filing tax documents, if total pay
does not exceed $600 per tax year.

This has been U.S. law since 1986.
As with all employment of such
temporary workers, any liability
rests with the worker, not with the
employer. Some employers choose
to take responsibility for injury,
and others do not, but this is not a
matter of law.

Certainly, the Worker Center will
not hire any workers, but only pro-
vide a safe space for hiring that
currently takes place on the street.
The workers themselves are in-
volved in planning the system for
running the Center, and they want
to participate because it will pro-
vide for fair distribution of jobs.
Employers will benefit from help
in finding temporary workers with
the skills they need. The commu-
nity will benefit when employers
and workers are provided with
information about legal require-
ments and paying taxes. Anyone
who wishes to help make the ben-
efits of the Center a reality can
donate through sending a check
made out to Virginia Organizing;
mail to CIF, Box 81, Centreville
20122. (Virginia Organizing is the
fiscal agent and 501 (c)(3) spon-
sor for CIF.) No government funds
are involved in the Center.

For more information, come to
the next CIF meeting at Centreville
Library, 7:30 pm, March 23.

Alice Foltz
President

Centreville Immigration Forum

Letter to the Editor
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“Easy As A Day
At The Beach”

South Riding Pediatric Dentistry
SHIRLEY F. BETHEL, D.M.D.
Dentistry for Children and Adolescents

Board Certified

4229 Lafayette Center Dr., Suite 1400
Chantilly, VA 20151-1201

Phone 703-378-2000

Fax 703-378-2400

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

(Participating Provider for Delta Premier,
United Concordia and Guardian)

Fairways Income Tax
Service, Inc.

(703) 860-0034
3738 Mill Pond Court

Fairfax, VA 22033

www.fairwaystax.com
taxdude3738@verizon.net

Jeff Holtmeier,
President & Enrolled Agent
33 Years IRS Experience

News

See St. Baldrick’s,  Page 15

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

A
 diagnosis of cancer strikes fear
in pretty much everyone who
receives it or has a friend or loved
one in that situation. But when-

ever people get together for a St. Baldrick’s
Day event to raise money to fight childhood
cancer, there’s only joy and happiness as far
as the eye can see.

That’s the way it’s always been at St.
Baldrick’s celebrations in Centreville, and
the seventh annual St. Baldrick’s event here
should be just as fun. It’s slated for Satur-
day, March 19, at 4 p.m., at Fast Eddie’s in
the Newgate Shopping Center at Routes 28/
29.

In an atmosphere of laughter and merri-
ment, participants will have their heads
shaved bald while friends and families cheer
them on. Participants solicit donations be-
forehand, and all the money goes toward
the cause.

“We’ve already gotten 32 shavees and will
probably go over 40,” said event organizer
Steve Ratliff of Centreville’s Country Club
Manor community. “Our goal is to raise
$25,000, and we just broke $15,000 on
Sunday.”

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation began
March 17, 2000, when three reinsurance
executives decided to transform their St.
Patrick’s Day party into a fund-raiser for
children with cancer. With the help of 17
colleagues, they planned to raise $17,000
on the 17th by having each person collect
$1,000 to be shaved. That event instead
yielded more than $104,000.

The effort then caught on worldwide and
is now the largest, volunteer-driven, fund-
raising program for childhood cancer re-
search. Since 2000, St. Baldrick’s events
have taken place in dozens of countries and
all 50 U.S. states. Now, more than 147,000
shavees — including more than 12,000
women — have raised more than $90 mil-
lion toward funding the most promising

research to save children’s lives.
Ratliff — who has a thick head of wavy

hair — will be a shavee for his ninth year.
“I can’t wait because my hair is bugging
me,” he said. “I have a goatee, too.” It’s his
way of helping others.

Everyone in Ratliff’s immediate family has
shaved for the cause, and his wife helps him
with the organizing. And last year, because
of Ratliff ’s work with St. Baldrick’s, Super-
visor Michael R. Frey (R-Sully) named him
the Sully District’s 2010 Lord Fairfax.

“I’ll keep shaving ’til we don’t need to,”
said Ratliff. “Hopefully, they’ll find a cure
for some forms of childhood cancer in our
lifetime. Meanwhile, it’s a fun and easy way
to raise funds and also awareness. And,
having healthy kids, you want to help those
who don’t. Research costs so much and you
want to do even more, but every little bit
you do helps.”

Before Centreville had its own St.
Baldrick’s event, the closest one was held
in Great Falls for two years. “It just grew
and grew and grew, and we’ve now raised
close to $200,000 in the past nine years,”
said Ratliff. “People look forward to sign-
ing up, having their heads shaved and
watching their friends get shaved.”

“Fast Eddie’s has been so good to us and
very accommodating,” he said. “They’re also
offering mechanical-bull rides during our
event, and a portion of the proceeds from
them will go to St. Baldrick’s. My son did it
last year and had a blast.”

Monica Arrington, a longtime hairdresser
with Valon Salon in Centreville, will be shav-
ing heads at Fast Eddie’s for her fourth year.

“One of my best friend’s little boy passed
away from Ewing’s Sarcoma, so I do it for
him,” she said. “It’s a good-natured event
and makes the best of a bad situation.”

Besides that, she said, “It’s fun to do. You
get to shave a lot of heads bald and I just
enjoy the atmosphere. It’s something posi-
tive and upbeat, as opposed to what the
cancer families go through, spending a lot
of their time going to treatment.”

Cub Run Elementary sixth-grader Will
Dzubak, 11 and a half, is an example of how
children can help other children. This will
be his fourth year of getting his head shaved
at Centreville’s St. Baldrick’s Day, and many
of his classmates have joined him.

“My friends Thomas, Dominic, Hayden
and Logan did it last year, too,” said Will.
“One day, I saw a kid with no hair and I
asked my mom why he was bald, because
he was so young. She said he probably had
cancer and had had chemo. So that made
me want to help others like him.”

Ratliff ’s daughter was also a role model
for Will, who’s friends with Ratliff ’s son
Thomas. Explained Will: “Thomas’s sister
Kate cut her hair really short to donate to
Locks of Love.”

Each year, through donations from rela-
tives and his church, Will tries to raise
$1,000 for St. Baldrick’s before being
shaved. “It just feels good to raise that much
money for people with cancer,” he said. “And
I want to join Knights of the Bald Table, for
people who’ve gotten shaved for St.
Baldrick’s for seven years. So if I keep do-
ing it, by the time I’m 14, I’ll be a member.”

Likewise, 13-year-old Luke Fritzke, an
eighth-grader at Liberty Middle, is getting
shaved at St. Baldrick’s, along with his
neighbor, Holcomb Rogers, a sixth-grader
at Union Mill Elementary. “Holcomb lost his
mother to cancer at 4 years old, and he’s
doing this for the first time,” said Luke. “This
will be my third year.”

“I like helping people and, by getting my
head shaved, I give people a way to donate,”
he said. “Sometimes people forget about the
cause, so this reminds them. For me, it’s
about both spreading awareness and rais-
ing money. The first year, I set a goal of $600
and almost got double that. The second
year, I aimed for $700 and got about $800.”

This year, Luke hopes to raise $900 and
is almost halfway there. “I do it to honor
my friend’s mother,” he said. “And it’s fun
to do because there are a lot of people shav-
ing together.”

One of the female shavees at the March
19 event will be Virginia Run’s Betsy
Higgins, an elementary-education major at
Shepherd University, where she’s a junior.
She has medium-length, curly hair and is
participating in St. Baldrick’s for the first
time.

“I’ve known so many people who’ve had
cancer and have passed away,” said the
2008 Westfield High grad. “And I want to
do something different to help. When
people ask why my head is bald, I’ll say I
did it for a good cause and will talk about
how important cancer research is and how
we need to support it.”

Higgins hopes to raise $500 and will be
getting her head shaved during her spring
break from college. “I’m really nervous,” she
said. “But I’m also excited and I know I’m

Taking a Swipe at Childhood Cancer
St. Baldrick’s fund-
raiser is March 19.

Virginia Run’s Betsy Higgins will
have her head shaved.

2004 Westfield High grad Emily
Galloway is shaved by Valon Salon
stylist Dana Lightel at last year’s
fund-raiser for childhood-cancer
research.
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‘Many Cultures,
One School’

Schools

Poplar Tree Elementary celebrated its cultural diversity, last Thurs-
day, March 3, with a musical program, “Many Cultures, One School,”
for Heritage Night.

These second-graders sang the Chinese song, “Ai Hai You” while playing
musical instruments.

Poplar Tree’s students unite for the song, “I’d Like to Teach the World to
Sing” during Heritage Night.

These first-graders are doing a Mexican dance called “La Raspa.” First-grade students perform a Mexican dance.

Second-grader Joseph
Stupak plays the gong
during the Chinese number.

Second-graders
play drums and

cymbals for a
Chinese song.

Kindergartners sing the “Hello Song.”

Kindergarten students performed two African songs,
“Funga Alafia” and “Tongo.”

Fourth-grader Roshni
Puli sings a Telugu
song from India.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View
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Professional•Dependable•Affordable

Complete Lawn
Maintenance

• Mowing &
Edging

• Core Aeration
• Seed & Feed
• Spring & Fall

Clean-Up
• Hedge Trimming
• Leaf Removal
• & More!

is just around the corner...
RELAX! Let us take care of
your lawn care needs this year!

Call Us Today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!
703-919-4905

703-979-1265   MAStevensServices.com

703-961-1200

13900 Metrotech Dr.
(Near Lowes)

Chantilly, VA 20151

Experience Color as Complex & Alluring as Nature Itself...

The Preferred Architectural Coating
of Designers – Exclusively at

1 per customer with coupon. Expires 3/31/11

• Luxurious Handcrafted Color
• Environmentally Friendly Low VOC

FREE
• Sample Pint C2 LoVo
• In-store Color Consultation

• WEBERN: Six Pieces for Orchestra
• BEETHOVEN: Piano Concerto No. 5
• SIBELIUS: Symphony No. 5

Tickets: 888-945-2468 or www.fairfaxsymphony.org

Beethoven’s
Piano Concerto

Saturday, March 19th – 8:00 p.m.
Matti Raekallio, piano

George Mason University’s
Center for the Arts

˘

News

Training
Coach Neil Ehrlich (right)
of Fighting Fitness in
Chantilly had the opportu-
nity to impart some of his
philosophy and training
techniques to the U.S.
Naval Academy Karate
Team on Feb. 2. Master
John Critzos (left), coach
of the team, invited Ehrlich
to broaden the martial arts
knowledge of his team. For
more information se
www.FIGHTINGFITNESSLLC.com

Chantilly Wins State Play Competition
From Page 3

the judges wrote that my words were ‘colors that
painted the neutral palettes of the puppets.’ I thought
that was really nice. It was exciting to get an acting
award. I remember being there before and seeing
others receiving them, and it gave me something to
aspire to. So it was really cool standing up there and
seeing three of my classmates and really good friends
receiving awards.”

Describing how it felt when Chantilly was declared
the state champion, Parkinson said, “That was too
unreal, just insane. My heart was beating fast and
my stomach had butterflies, and we got up and
screamed a lot. It was probably one of the greatest
moments of my life.”

After their victory, the group piled onto a school

bus for the drive back to Chantilly. First, though, to
top off their special day, the students stopped at an
A&W Root Beer place, had the trophy filled up with
root beer and drank from it during the ride home.
“We did it the first time we won States,” nine years
ago,” said Monk. Added Parkinson: “We called it
‘drinking from the chalice of victory.’”

Also thrilled was Chantilly Principal Jim Kacur. “We
are extremely proud of Ed Monk and the drama stu-
dents,” he said. “Winning a second state champion-
ship in the VHSL One-Act Play completion is no small
accomplishment. Mr. Monk’s creative genius was dis-
played with spirit and enthusiasm by the cast,
[which] took advantage of their momentum and
brought a State Championship back to Chantilly
High. Go Chargers!”

Roundups

From Page 3

day, March 17, at 7 p.m., in the school lecture hall.

Speak Up about
Redistricting

Every 10 years, Fairfax County must redraw its elec-
toral boundaries based on the population count by
the U.S. Census. The Board of Supervisors appointed
an advisory committee to recommend new bound-
aries, and the committee is looking for feedback from
the community.

To provide input and learn more about the pro-
cess go www.fairfaxcounty.gov/redistricting. Sully
district’s representative on the committee, Ralph
Hubbard, is happy to speak to any citizen’s group
about this process. He may be reached at
ralph.hubbard@cox.net.

Sully District
Council Meeting

The Sully District Council of Citizens Associations
and its Land-Use Committee will meet Wednesday,
March 23, at 7 p.m., in the Sully District Govern-
mental Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly.
Call Jeff Parnes, evenings, at 703-904-0131.

❖ Christina Jackson and Ellicia Seard, both with
the Department of Management and Budget, will give
a presentation on the Fairfax County 2012 budget.

❖ Fairfax County Redistricting will be discussed
by Ralph Hubbard, Sully District’s member on the
Board of Supervisors-appointed advisory committee

to recommend new boundaries.
❖ Inova Fair Oaks Hospital campus development,

based on the APR nomination approved in February
2010, will also be discussed.

Historic Centreville
Society to Meet

The Historic Centreville Society will hold its an-
nual meeting Wednesday, March 30, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Centreville Regional Library. John McAnaw will
discuss the first two years of the Civil War in and
around Centreville and Fairfax. The public is invited.
For more details, contact Paul Hancq, president of
the Historic Centreville Society, at
PaulHancq@aol.com.

Relay For Life
Needs Volunteers

The American Cancer Society’s community
fundraiser, Relay For Life, is coming to Centreville
High on June 4. Some fund-raising teams of walkers
have already signed up, but the event’s planning
committee needs more members and more volun-
teer assistants to make this event successful. Go to
www.CentrevilleRelay.org and click the “Volunteer
Interest Form” for more details about volunteer po-
sitions and to submit an online, interest form. Or e-
mail Marion Rantis at CentrevilleRelay@gmail.com
for more information.
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Fairfax County REAL ESTATE

Vienna
3.31%

$572,926

Fairfax
2.59%

$410 780

Great Falls
–3.92%

$936,664

entrevil
3 92%

Chantilly
4.08%

$385,049

McLean
2.10%

$761,156

Reston
1.98%

$354,331

kton
1.29%

$610

Falls Churchh
3 50%

Herndon
4.20%

$392,002

Dranesville District Supervisor John Foust (D)  
saw a 4.29% gain in his property value when compared to 2010.  

The county valued Foust's house at $2,765,510 last year and $2,884,060 this year.  
Most McLean homes saw a smaller bump in their home values.Most McLean homes saw a smaller bump in their home values.

Hunter Mill Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D)  
saw her assessment stay flat this year,  

unlike most Reston households that saw  
a slight increase in their home values.  

H 2011 t th l t $545 440Her 2011 assessment, the same as last year, was $545,440

Springfield Supervisor Patrick Herrity (R)  
saw his home valuhi h l e remain flat this year. i fl t thi

Herrity owns a house in Clifton a house in Clifton
assessed at $525,750 in both 2010 and 2011.

Fairfax County Chairman Sharon Bulova (D) 
saw a much larger increase in her real estate assessment h l i i h l t t t

than most households in the county.  
Bulova's assessment went up 12.33%  

from $526,990 in 2010 to $591,990 in 2011. 

Providence Supervisor Linda Smyth (D) 
saw her home assessment remain flat this year. h h t i fl t thi

Smyth's house was valued at  
$482,080 in both 2010 and 2011. 

Sully Supervisor Michael Freyy (R) 
saw a 6.69% increase in 6 69% i i

the value of his home over the lasst year. 
Frey's home was assessed aat 

$195,410 in 2010 and $208,480 inn 2011. 
His home assessment increassed 

more than most Centreville residences.

$535,298 (2.1%)
$318,614 (3.73%)
$211,281 (2.53%) 

Single Family Detached  
Townhouse  

Condos  

2011 County Average (Percent Change)

s home assessment in 2011. saw a slight increase of .58% in his
worth $641,330 and  Last year, his home was w

at $645,030. this year it is valued 
codes saw a larger bump of Most households in Alexandria ZIP 

ate assessments.1.64% in their real esta

t Vernon Supervisort VernoouMount Gerry Hyland (D) 
only member of the Fairfax County board l b f th F i f C t b dwas the oth
see his assessment drop this year. to 
yland lost .45% of his home value, Hy
ng him from $402,810 to $400,999.taki

Braddock Supervisor John Cook (R )
saw a 6.1% increase in the value of 6 1% i i th l f

his house when compared to last year. 
Cook's home was valued at  

$381,570 in 2010 and $404,860 in 2011. 
Cook's assessment increased more  

than most houses in his Springfield ZIP code.

ZIP CODE AREA 2010 MEAN 2011 MEAN PERCENT CHANGE
Alexandria 359,674 365,567 1.64
Annandale 352,988 363,833 3.07
Burke 367,728 383,535 4.30
Centreville 313,922 326,231 3.92
Chantilly 369,952 385,049 4.08
Clifton 619,233 612,466 –1.09
Fairfax 400,391 410,780 2.59
Fairfax Station 583,177 590,103 1.19
Falls Church 352,035 364,364 3.50
Great Falls 974,906 936,664 –3.92
Herndon 376,196 392,002 4.20
Lorton 313,608 323,252 3.08
McLean 745,486 761,156 2.10
Oakton 602,520 610,272 1.29
Reston 347,456 354,331 1.98
Springfield 344,733 356,285 3.35
Vienna 554,550 572,926 3.31

2011 Assessments

Changes in Real Estate Values
Across the Region

Alexandria 0.46%
Arlington 1.4%
Fairfax 2.34%
Loudoun 2.45%
Prince William 5%
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Entertainment

To have community events listed in Centre View, e-mail to
centreview@connectionnewspapers.com. Call Steve Hibbard
at  703-778-9412.

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS
Centreville Stitchers welcome adults who enjoy knitting,

crocheting, or other needlework crafts and conversation.
Meets at the Centreville Regional Library, 14200 St.
Germain Dr., Centreville. Admission is free.  If you have
any questions, contact Jo at 703-803-0595 or email
joknitter@verizon.net.

❖ Thursday, March 10 — 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
❖ Thursday, March 24 — 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
❖ Thursday, April 14 — 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
❖ Thursday, April 28 — 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS
ZUMBA Classes. 7 to 8 p.m. Latin based dance fitness class.

The first class is free; afterward it’s $7-$9 per class. At
Cornerstone Montessori School, 4455 Brookfield Corporate
Drive, Suite 201, Chantilly. Visit www.gozumbafun.com.

MARCH 11 TO 13
“Annie Jr.” Tickets are $10. Presented by the Alliance

Theatre. Show dates are March 11-13 at Mountain View
School, 5775 Spindle Court, Centreville. For information on
group discounts including special Girl Scout programs,
show times and ticket purchase, call 703-220-8101 or visit
www.thealliancetheatre.org.

FRIDAY/MARCH 11
Swing Dancing. 9 p.m. to midnight. Admission is $15. With

Natty Beaux. Beginner swing lesson from 8:30 to 9 p.m.;
dancing from 9 p.m. to midnight. At the Hilton Washington
Dulles Airport Hotel, 13869 Park Center Road (Route 28
near the airport), Herndon.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
Gospel Concert. 6 p.m. Southern Gospel Concert with “The

Cornetts” at Oakton Baptist Church, 14001 Sullyfield
Circle, Chantilly. The church is located on Route 50, l/5
mile east of the Route 28 overpass at the corner of Route
50 and Sullyfield Circle. A free-will offering will be
received. Call 703 631-1799.

Spring Carnival. Noon to 4 p.m. At Colin Powell Elementary
School, 13340 Leland Road, Centreville.

MARCH 11-13
Woodworking & D.I.Y. Show. Tickets are $10/adults.

Woodworking celebrities share tips and trade secrets;
hobbyists test drive the latest tools; and masters share the
artistry of woodworking during hands-on demonstrations.
Friday noon to 6 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. At the Dulles Expo Center, North Hall,
4368 Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly. Visit
www.TheWoodworkingShows.com.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
Roaring Twenties Gala. 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Fund-raiser for

Police Unity Tour’s Chapter IV. Dinner, open bar, music,
live and silent auction. Sponsored by Amphora Catering
and Paisano’s Pizza. At Moore Cadillac in Chantilly.

SUNDAY/MARCH 13
Democratic Women of Clifton. 3 to 5 p.m. With Kathleen

Pablo from Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Committee.
Her presentation will focus on the personalities and
singular courage of some of the major figures in the long
struggle to ratify the 19th Amendment and on the turning
point in that struggle — the “Night of Terror.” At the
Clifton Community Hall, 12641 Chapel Road, Clifton. Visit
the website DemocraticWomenofClifton.org, or call 703-
830-1355.

THURSDAY/MARCH 17
Saturday Night in the Suburbs. 7 p.m. An evening of

dialogue with a panel of senior students to discuss drugs,
alcohol, parties, driving, sexting, Facebook, and
communication between teens and parents. To be held in
the Westfield High Lecture Hall. Contact Jennifer Campbell
at ptsa_president@westfieldhs.org, or Jennifer Lewis-
Cooper at jalcooper@aol.com.

MARCH 18 TO MARCH 20
Super Pet Expo. Features 150 pet-related vendors. Show

hours are 4 to 9 p.m. on Friday; 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Saturday; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $13/
adults; $6/children. At Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly.
Visit www.superpetexpo.com.

MARCH 18 TO 27
Home & Garden Show. Free. Monday to Saturday 10 a.m.

to 9:30 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The focal point will
be the life-size garden created by Merrifield Garden Center.
On-site exhibitors include Benjamin Moore Paints, Bobcat
of Northern Virginia, Capital Remodeling, Carefree Boat
Club, F.H. Furr, Leaf Filter, Premier Window & Building,
and Reamco Patio Enclosures. At Fair Oaks Mall Grand
Court, 11750 Fair Oaks Mall, Fairfax.

SATURDAY/MARCH 19
Wild West Carnival. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Poplar Tree

Elementary School will host its annual carnival. Enjoy
moon bounces, an 85-foot inflatable obstacle course, penny
pitch, ring toss, goldfish pong, 50-50 raffle, cake walks,
silent auction. At 13440 Melville Lane, off Stringfellow
Road in Chantilly.

Consignment Sale. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Sponsored by
Fairfax County Mothers of Multiples. Items for babies and
toddlers, elementary, middle and high schoolers, maternity
clothes and more. Indoor sale held rain or shine. At
Chantilly High School cafeteria (use Entrance 11), 4201
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Check out the FCMOM web
site at www.fcmom.org or e-mail clothingsale@fcmom.org.

MONDAY/MARCH 21
Hawk Talk. 7 p.m. Centreville Garden Club presents John

Shafer, assistant manager, E.C. Lawrence Park, who will
discuss Birds and Raptors. At Sully Government Center,
4900 Stonecroft Blvd., Chantilly. Visit
www.centrevillegardenclub.blogspot.com. Call 703-815-
1722.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 23
Spring Concert. 7:30 p.m. The Centreville High School

Choral Department will present its Spring Concert. The
CVHS choirs will perform the programs they have prepared
for adjudication at the District Performance Assessment
Concert at Woodson High School on March 26. There will
also be select solo performances by members of the
advanced choirs. A reception for the audience and
performers will follow the concert.

TUESDAY/MARCH 29
Ukulele Workshop. 7 to 9 p.m. Learn ukulele or improve

your skills with this workshop. With Grammy award winner
Marcy Marxer. Cost is $25/advance; $30/door.  At Nova
Music Center, 7144 Main Street, Clifton. Visit
www.NOVAMusicCenter.com

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 30
Historic Centreville Society. 7:30 p.m. The Historic

Centreville Society will hold its annual meeting at the
Centreville Regional Library. John McAnaw will discuss the
first two years of the Civil War in and around Centreville
and Fairfax. Contact Paul Hancq, president of the Historic
Centreville Society, at PaulHancq@aol.com.

THURSDAY/MARCH 10
Networking Happy Hour. 5 to 7:15 p.m. Free.

MidatlanticNetworking.com in conjunction with Greg
Nerantzis of Merrill Lynch will be hosting a Networking
Happy Hour. At Vintage 51 Restaurant and Brew Lounge at
25031 Riding Plaza, Chantilly. Call 703-722-2844. Email
Jay@MidAtlanticNetworking.com to reserve a seat.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
Lab Rescue’s Adoption Event. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. At

Weber’s Pet Supermarket, 11021 Lee Highway, Fairfax. Call
703-385-3766 or visit www.lab-rescue.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 13
Fundraising Rally. 6:30 p.m. Free. Northern Virginia

Fellowship of Christian Athletes fundraising rally with speaker
Jerry Leachman, former Washington Redskins chaplain. At
NOVA Community College. Reserve a seat at
www.novafca.org or call 703-225-0070.

THURSDAY/MARCH 17
Saturday Night in the Suburbs. 7 p.m. An evening of

dialogue with a panel of senior students to discuss drugs,
alcohol, parties, driving, sexting, Facebook, and
communication between teens and parents. To be held in the
Westfield High Lecture Hall. Contact Jennifer Campbell at
ptsa_president@westfieldhs.org, or Jennifer Lewis-Cooper at
jalcooper@aol.com.

MONDAY/MARCH 21
WFCWC Honors Women’s History Month. 7 p.m.  In honor

of Women’s History Month and to mark the 90th anniversary
of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving
women the right to vote, the GFWC-Western Fairfax County
Woman’s Club’s program will feature a presentation on the
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial, a memorial planned for
Occoquan Regional Park in Lorton. Jane Barker and Kathleen
Pablo, Chair and member of the Memorial Steering
Committee, respectively, will speak. At the Greenbriar
Community Center, 4615 Stringfellow Road.  Guests welcome.
Call Jackie at 703-378-8551 or e-mail at
westernfairfaxcountywc@gmail.com.

Bulletin Board
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News

From Page 1

After House Explosion, Residents Wonder Why

Just six days before Christmas, a gas explosion and fire decimated the
home of a family of four in Chantilly’s Brookfield community.

Brookfield Civic Association President
Larry Leeds, left, presents a check to
homeowner Thuan Nguyen.

Steve Price of Washington
Gas.

night.”
McCollum said houses on his street have

gas heat, water heaters and stoves. So that
night and the next day, firefighters and
Washington Gas employees went inside resi-
dents’ homes with scanners to measure gas
levels and make sure no one else was in
danger.

Neighbors later took up a collection to
help Nguyen, his wife and two children. And
at the start of the community meeting, the
Brookfield Civic Association presented
Thuan Nguyen with a check for $2,820.

He then thanked his neighbors, friends,
the civic association, Brookfield Elementary
and Rocky Run Middle School for the con-
tributions they made for his family. Said
Nguyen: “Without your help, we couldn’t
have gotten on our feet.”

Capt. Paul Masiello, with the fire
department’s Hazardous Materials Section,
said his section conducted the investigation
into the blaze. “The fire department was
dispatched for an outside gas leak,” he said.
“En route to that event is when the house
exploded or detonated. Upon arrival, the
house was well-involved in fire. Four shifts
of investigators then spent several days out
there doing the investigation.”

Lt. Eric Forbach, with Chantilly Fire Sta-
tion 15, was among the first responding
firefighters. “I asked the neighbor across the
street [McCollum] if anyone was home.
He’d said he’d been up to the second floor
and no one was there. I looked over my
shoulder [at the debris] and said, ‘What
second floor?’”

Fire engine 21 from the Fair Oaks station
was second on the scene. “Those firefighters
took care of the houses to the right and left,
which were also burning,” said Forbach.
“Then we did some gas monitoring in the
street.”

Masiello said that, right before the explo-
sion, “Neighbors described a horrific noise.
They said the roof lifted off, the walls fell
in and the roof fell down. Initially, there was
no fire; then what was left of the house was
on fire.”

Saying he has a personal interest in the
Brookfield community, Masiello told the
residents, “I went to this school and still
have family and friends here.” He said the
investigation was delayed on the second day
because “the electric feed had to be hand
dug to render the house safe for us to en-
ter. But we’re fortunate to have lots of re-
sources here. A police department helicop-
ter documented the debris field.”

“We dug from the outside to the inside of
the scene,” he said. “We took back all the
information and deduced that it was a low-
order explosion — a rapid release of en-
ergy — because everything was in large
chunks. All parts of the house looked alike.”

Masiello said the Nguyens didn’t smell gas
before leaving home that night. But, he
added, “It’s our opinion that there was a
release of gas somewhere in the street that
was in the connection going to the feed to
the house.” There, he said, the gas met an
ignition source which could have been “an

open-flame pilot light, open-flame furnace
light, hot-water tank or compressors.”

A woman said she’d driven by 45 min-
utes earlier and smelled gas, but Masiello
said some residents did and some didn’t.
And Forbach said someone who lived be-
hind the house initially called the fire de-
partment about a gas leak.

The Brookfield community was built in
the early 1950s, so resident Steven
Daugherty asked, “Do we have problems
with the aging gas lines going into the
houses, or with the lines within the houses?”

“I have a child at this school,” said an-
other male resident. “How great a danger
does the pipeline present to this school?”

At that point, Washington Gas spokesman
Huey Battle said, “The safety and reliabil-
ity of our system is of utmost importance
to us.” Then Price went to the podium to
address the crowd.

“My division responded to the explosion
and checked for gas in your homes, checked
the system and did any repairs necessary,”

he said. “Tonight is the first time I’ve heard
the fire department’s conclusion, but I won’t
comment on it now.”

“I live in a neighborhood like this, and I
know how it must feel to drive by that house
and wonder about the integrity of that sys-
tem,” continued Price. “But we might not
have any clear answer.”

However, that was not what those gath-
ered wanted to hear, and they were not at
all comforted by his words. “Do we need to
worry that, in another month, it could hap-
pen to someone else?” asked Acuff. “Do we
all need our homes inspected?”

Price said if any residents want their
homes inspected, the gas company will do
it. But, he added, “We only found one small
leak on a valve and we fixed it. We never
leave a neighborhood if it’s not safe.”

Daugherty asked if Washington Gas was
going to check all the pipelines in the com-
munity, but Price said they’ve already been
checked. When another man tried pressing
Price into sharing “any preliminary conclu-

sions” about the explosion, he reiter-
ated that the gas company tries to first
gather all the information needed to
make a decision.

Regarding the area of road dug up
in front of the Nguyens’ house, Price
said workers did discover that “a piece
of copper-service line going to the
house had corrosion on it, and it was
repaired that night. After the explo-
sion, we surveyed our lines up to the
walls of people’s homes.”

Saying he’s lived in Brookfield 43
years, another male resident asked,
“When are you going to upgrade the
system so it doesn’t happen again?
When are you going to be proactive?”

Price explained that the Lees Cor-
ner/Brookfield gas-pipeline system
isn’t currently in line for an immedi-
ate replacement of pipes. He said the
gas company is working with the Vir-
ginia State Corporation Commission
[VSCC] on these issues and would
contact the Brookfield Civic Associa-
tion to relay any investigation updates
or conclusions to the residents.

But, said resi-
dent Linda Bayer,
“All of our
h o m e o w n e r s
policy rates could
be raised unless
you reach some
conclusions soon
to assure our in-
surance compa-
nies that we don’t
live in a volatile
community.”

“I can’t tell you
about insurance
companies, but I
can tell you this community is safe,”
responded Price. “Gas can migrate,
though; so every three years, we sur-
vey our system. If you ever smell natu-
ral gas, we want you to call us imme-
diately.” Afterward, however, Schmidt
said residents should first leave their
homes and call 911.

Price also advised homeowners
that, if they’re concerned, they can
have annual HVAC inspections of the
appliances in their houses. “But you
may not get a conclusive finding of
how this happened,” he said. “The
[VSCC] is also working on its own
report. But it may not reach the same
conclusion as do the others investi-
gating this incident.”

A man asked what the life cycle is
of the copper lines coming to the resi-
dents’ homes. He also wondered how
long the “steel-wrapped pipe in the
main line” would function before fail-
ing.

Price didn’t know, but said, “The
pipes in your neighborhood aren’t
beyond their expiration date. The
company’s sorry for the Nguyens’
property loss and we’re very grateful
that no one got hurt.”

“Do we need
to worry that
it could
happen to
someone
else?”

— Sara Acuff,
Brookfield resident
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Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw  it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Fairfax
4310 Cannon Ridge Ct Unit E...$280,000..Sun. 1-4....Linda Smith...........................Samson Properties......703-338-0060
5503 Ridge View Dr W ............ $995,000..Sun. 1-4....Ashley O’Brien.......................RE/MAX......................571-332-1816
9010 Colesbury Pl...................$785,000..Sun. 1-4....Anne Harrington ....................Long & Foster.............703-938-4200
9201 Briary Ln ........................ $665,000..Sun. 1-4....Deborah Larson.....................Long & Foster.............703-905-7269
5402 Leeway Ct.......................$329,900..Sun. 12-4..Richer Cadima.......................Classic Realty, Ltd.......703-597-3418
10500 Elmira Ct ...................... $529,000..Sun. 1-5....Lena Restivo ......................... Weichert .....................703-691-0555

Centreville
15529 Eagle Tavern Ln ............ $659,900..Sun. 1-4....Eileen Smith..........................Prudential Carruthers..703-272-2322
13652 Fox Meadow Ct ............. $599,900..Sun. 1-4....Brian Erickson.......................Realty Direct, LLC.......703-738-7237
15155 Stratton Major Ct .......... $579,900..Sun. 1-4....Jennifer Young ...................... Keller Williams............703-674-1777

Springfield
6234 Levi Ct............................$449,950..Sun. 1-4....Tom & Cindy and Associates..Long & Foster.............703-822-0207
6920 Spur Rd..........................$459,950..Sun 1-4.....Kathleen Quintarelli ............... Weichert .....................703-862-8808
7250 Hillmead Ct.....................$279,750..Sun 1-5.....Steve Childress ..................... Long & Foster.............703-981-3277

Burke
9805 Pulham Rd. .................... $469,750..Sun 1-4.....Kathleen Quintarelli ............... Weichert .....................703-862-8808
9638 Ironmaster Dr. ................ $549,900..Sun 1-4.....Shanna Miller ........................Weichert .....................703-615-3178
6114 Pond Lily Ct....................$309,000..Sun 1-4.....Diane Murphy........................DGM Properties .......... 703-408-1152
10135 Walnut Wood Ct............$339,900..Sun 1-4.....Janet Yoon Kang....................Weichert .....................703-628-3822

Kingstowne/Alexandria
3845 Dominion Mill Dr.............$565,000..Sun 1-4.....Heather Bennett.....................RE/MAX......................703-508-5442
6411 Casperson Rd. ................$899,000..Sun. 1-4....Tom & Cindy and Associates..Long & Foster.............703-822-0207
6612 Netties Ln. #26B.............$299,950..Sun. 1-4....Tom & Cindy and Associates..Long & Foster.............703-822-0207
7417 Gillingham Row .............. $509,950..Sun 1-4.....Tom & Cindy and Associates..Long & Foster.............703-822-0207

Annandale
4209 Downing St.....................$429,900..Sun 1-4.....Ronni Miller .......................... Weichert .....................703-801-4082

Fort Belvoir
9149 Ciri Lake Ln. ...................$539,950..Sun. 1-4....Tom & Cindy and Associates..Long & Foster.............703-822-0207

Fairfax Station
8223 Bayberry Ridge Rd..........$649,990..Sun 1-4.....Deborah Baird ....................... Coldwell Banker .......... 703-585-9231
8303 Pinyon Pine Ct................$845,000..Sun 1-4.....Mary FitzHenry ......................Long & Foster.............703-503-1825

Clifton
12204 Henderson Rd...............$724,900..Sun 1-4.....Carol Hermandorfer...............Long & Foster.............703-503-1812
7114 Ivakota Rd......................$799,500..Sun 1-4.....Debbie Besley........................Long & Foster.............703-346-5103
12109 Wolf Valley Dr. ..............$849,000..Sun 1-4.....Diane Lenahan.......................Wolf Run .................... 703-283-7328
6406 Deepwood Farm Dr. ........ $874,000..Sun 1-4.....Romie Oplinger ..................... NBI.............................703-304-5042
7519 Detwiller Dr. ................... $865,000..Sun 1-4.....Marguerite Roland.................RE/MAX......................703-577-4538
12105 Wolf Valley Dr. ..............$759,900..Sun 1-4.....Art Hoppe..............................Century 21..................703-850-8488

Lorton
9220 Wrights Hollow La. ......... $739,950..Sun 1-4.....Kathleen Quintarelli ............... Weichert .....................703-862-8808
8515 Silverdale Rd. .................$519,900..Sun 1-4.....Tracy Jones...........................Acquire.......................703-231-6094
9272 Cardinal Forest La #101 ..$225,000..Sun 1-4.....Annie Koontz.........................McEnearney Assoc......240-606-9423

Chantilly
13421 Marble Rock Drive ........ $759,900..Sun. 1-4....Elizabeth McGuiness..............Long & Foster.............703-626-1952
14719 National Drive...............$60,000....Sun. 12-3..Veena Runyan ....................... Coldwell Banker .......... 703-691-1400

Manassas
10926 Pennycress St...............$350,000..Sun. 1-4....David Gillis............................Long & Foster.............571-451-7306

To add your Realtor represented Open
House to these weekly listings, please call

Karen Washburn at 703-778-9422
or E-Mail the info to

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at 3 p.m.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT. & SUN. MARCH 12 & 13

13421 Marble Rock Drive, Chantilly • $759,900 • Open Sunday 1-4
Elizabeth McGuiness, Long & Foster, 703-626-1952

The residential real estate mar-
ket in Northern Virginia experienced
many positive trends compared to De-
cember of last year, according to The
Long & Foster Market Minute reports. In
the Northern Virginia counties surround-
ing Washington, D.C., including the city
of Alexandria and Arlington, Fairfax,
Loudoun and Prince William counties,
some areas experienced increases in me-
dian sale price versus the same month
last year, and houses are selling in less
than two months on average.

The Long & Foster Market Minute
reports are compiled from data from
residential real estate transactions
within specific geographic regions, not
just Long & Foster sales.

December data shows that median

sale price increased for some Northern
Virginia counties compared to the same
month last year. Fairfax and Prince Wil-
liam counties each experienced
year-over-year increases of 8 percent
and 3 percent, respectively, to $390,000
and $242,000. Loudoun County experi-
enced a 1 percent increase in median
sale price versus year-ago levels to
$355,000. Arlington County and Alex-
andria City experienced year-over-year
decreases of 3 percent and 11 percent,
respectively, to median sale prices of
$534,500 and $370,000.

In December, active inventory was
down for most of the Northern Virginia
region compared to the same month last
year. Prince William and Arlington
counties experienced significant 23 per-

cent and 17 percent decreases, respec-
tively, and Fairfax and Loudoun
counties saw 16 percent and 11 percent
decreases in inventory, respectively. Al-
exandria City experienced an 11 percent
increase in inventory compared to De-
cember 2009.

The average number of days a house
remained on the market before going
under contract remained low through-
out the region in December, with houses
in most areas selling in less than two
months. In Prince William County, days
on market (DOM) remained low at 41
days. The remainder of the region is also
seeing houses sell quickly, averaging 50
days in both Loudoun and Fairfax coun-
ties, 56 days in Arlington County, and
67 days in Alexandria City.

Real Estate
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Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 4:

• Centreville
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Pitchayawannakul, Inc trading 
as Siam Village Thai Restau-
rant, 14245-N Centreville 
Square, Centreville, VA 
20121. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a Wine and Beer on 
premises & mixed Beverage 
on Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Niparat Pitchayanonnetr 
President

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days,

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of
fun! 703-569-8056

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 1 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 4:

• Centreville
EmploymentEmployment

Church Nursery Worker
St. Peter's in the Woods is seeking a mature, 

experienced person to work in the church 
nursery on Sundays from 9-11:30am. Qualifi-

cations: Experience working with children, 
be warm and caring and understanding of 
children and parent's needs. Organized, 

dependable and on-time. Live locally and 
provide own transportation. CPR certifica-

tion a plus. Background check required.
Send cover letter and resume to 

spiwmain@vacoxmail.com.

F/T TEACHERS 
A childcare center in Herndon is seeking 
qualified F/T teachers/assistants.Please 

fax resume to 703-713-2298, email to 
sangley@va-childcare.com/call 

703-713-3983/84

Garden Center Laborer

and Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing  people  to  stock  our  products  at   a
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for  weekend work.  For job  descriptions
and locations go to www.bellimpact.com

Licensed Therapist 
UMFS is seeking a full time Licensed 

Therapist to work in an 8 bed, youth resi-
dential crisis center in Centreville. Must 

have LCSW, LPC or comparable license & a 
Master's in a related field. Provides psychi-
atric assistance to mentally and/or emotion-
ally disturbed youths. Provides therapeutic 
guidance to treatment team on clinical & 

group process issues. Supervises Treatment 
Team. Residential experience req’d. Super-

visory experience preferred. Bi-lingual a 
plus. On-call is req’d. Apply online at 

www.umfs.org. EOE

Love to Decorate?
Decorating Den Interiors was chosen 

Best of the Best by entrepreneur Maga-
zine.  Home based, flexible schedule, low 
overhead, wholesale accounts.  Call for 
more information on how you can turn 

your passion into a business. 
703-239-8112 

DecoratingDen.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

RECEPTIONIST
Chiropractic  office  in  Fairfax.  Duties 

include: Data entry, phones, patient sched-
uling, clerical duties. Part-time hrs. Mon, 

Wed., and Fri. 2:30pm-7pm.  Email resume 
DRGMSB27@aol.com

RECEPTIONISTS, FT & PT
Must love Dogs.  Groom ‘N Glory Pet 
Salon in Centreville seeks responsible, 
caring, motivated individuals for F/T & 
P/T  Receptionists  positions.   Tues-Sat.  

Call: 703-830-5574

STYLIST, SHAMPOO TECH, 

NAIL TECH & FRONT DESK
New salon   in Centreville is currently look-

ing for a highly trained Stylist with clientele.  
Great wage plan and opportunity for growth 
in this dynamic salon and spa. We are also  

accepting applications for a F/T Front Desk
Coordinator and expert Nail Technician.

Experience is a must. If you are interested in 
applying for one of our open positions please 

send your resume to Morgan Danaher at 
morgan@creativesalonandspa.net

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 4:

• Centreville

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

FLOORING FLOORING

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

www.pmasonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-842-7884

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Gutter Resetting
Ice Damage Repair

Gutter Guards

M&O REPAIR

703-843-4792
HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Two years ago, on February 27, 2009, after
two months of medical testing and emotional
upheaval which began innocently enough (isn’t
it always?) with with a migrating pain in my
side/rib cage and some difficulty breathing/
inhaling, I was informed I had stage IV lung can-
cer; “Not curable, but treatable,” according to
my oncologist (my new best friend). My progno-
sis was grim: “13 months to two years,” as many
of you regular readers know. My reaction to this
news was shock, to say the obvious; and fear, to
say the truth. What has transpired since has
been written about in this space nearly every
week beginning June, 2009, when I first went
public with my diagnosis/prognosis: “Dying To
Tell You” was the column which wrote out the
facts, as I understood them.

 I have thought about - and certainly wrote
about - today’s date, 2/27/2011, my two-year
anniversary (some anniversary), for as long as
I’ve been indulging myself - and perhaps some
of you readers as well, with the trials and tribu-
lations of my journey to hell - and back: chemo-
therapy in particular, life as a terminal cancer
patient in general. I have learned a lot - and
seen a lot. In these past two years I have known
of five people in our social circle who have
been diagnosed with cancer (three with lung
cancer) who have already died. As a result, I
have attended funerals, wakes and Shiva’s and
made charitable contributions honoring their
memory. I have been as involved with death
and dying as I have been with life and living.
I’ve had my moments to be sure, but overall,
I’ve managed to find a methodology to this
madness, though it hasn’t been easy.

I have been fortunate, however. I have toler-
ated all the treatment protocols that my oncolo-
gist has recommended. After my main chemo-
therapy was completed I was accepted into a
Phase II FDA study - and actually received the
medication, not the placebo. Moreover, as part
of my acceptance and participation in that
study, I was more closely monitored/examined
and scanned than had I not been so involved
and felt, as a direct result, that my health care
was proactive rather than reactive, a much pre-
ferred alternative according to most educated
opinions expressed about such matters.

And it has mattered - in my head, anyway.
And by that I mean, psychologi-
cally/emotionally. I don’t feel (and haven’t felt)
that I’m on my own in this pursuit (family and
friends notwithstanding). I’ve had regular and
recurring interaction with my doctor and all the
oncology nurses treating me. Throughout this
process, I have been encouraged to stay con-
nected to all of them as often - and whenever -
I felt the need. As a result, I have felt part of
something that was bigger and better than me,
and perhaps that inclusion has given me the
confidence and wherewithal to fight this battle
and ultimately outlive my original prognosis. As
of this Feb. 27, 2011 date, I am officially an
exception, an aberration, a statistical anomaly; a
patient who has not succumbed to his disease,
at least as originally projected by his oncologist.
(In fairness, with respect to these sorts of time
line projections, my doctor did say he was
wrong all the time, and hoped he would be this
time as well.)

Now that I’ve made it this far, is death more
inevitable than it ever was?. Perhaps not. But as
significant a date on my calendar as this Feb.
27, 2011 is - and has been, now that it’s here
(and I am, too), and I’ve written about its arri-
val, my feeling going forward is, the less said
about it, the better. I don’t want anybody in a
position of authority/control to be alerted to my
existence. I want to keep a low profile and fly
under the radar so that any entity who’s
omnipotent, won’t realize the mistake he’s
made: I’m alive and doing pretty well. (I realize
there are no guarantees here, but I don’t want
to mess with what success I’ve had, diagnosis-
to-date. In fact, I wish this column would self-
destruct.) Next week: “February 28, 2011.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

February
27, 2011

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING
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Sports

H
ow many parents and
their baseball-ori-
ented sons, from ages

15 to 19, have given much
thought to the advantages of
playing American Legion Base-
ball — a program that is ex-
tremely active in the Northern
Virginia District 17 of the
American Legion? American
Legion baseball is not just an-
other local baseball program for
youth.

American Legion Baseball is
the oldest and largest nation-
wide teenage baseball program
played throughout America
since its inception in 1925. Over
10 million teenagers have
played American Legion base-

American Legion Baseball: An
Investment in America’s Youth

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/Centre View

The District 17 American Legion baseball All-Star game is played at Waters Field in
Vienna every year on Independence Day. The action is from last summer’s game.

ball since that time. On an aver-
age, nearly 70 percent of all col-
lege baseball players played
American Legion Baseball as teen-
agers; approximately 52 percent of
Major League Baseball players
played American Legion Baseball
as teenagers; and more American
Legion alumni have been inducted
into the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum than any other
amateur baseball program — the
outcome of positive support pro-
vided mostly by a volunteer coach-
ing staff throughout the nation.

American Legion Baseball pre-
sents the potential of playing in the
various American Legion tourna-
ments at the district, state, re-
gional, national, and the ultimate

— the American Legion World
Series. In fact, since 1926, Ma-
jor League Baseball has hon-
ored the American Legion
World Series Champions at the
Major League World Series. The
National Baseball Hall of Fame
honors the American Legion
Player of the Year with a plaque
at the annual induction cer-
emony in Cooperstown, N.Y.

For information on how to be
involved in American Legion
baseball as a player or coach,
contact Bill Murphy, District 17
Baseball Chairman via e-mail at
bigmerf@gmail.com or Jim
Glassman, District 17 Baseball
Administrator, at
jimglassman@verizon.net.

The annual Northern Vir-
ginia Senior Olympics
(NVSO), set to take place Sept. 17-
28, will add three new events —
volleyball, badminton, and a 1600
meter walk — this year.

“These three events join over 25
others NVSO offers during 10 days
of competition,” said NVSO Chair-
man Betsy Bailey.

Bailey also said that participation
during the past two years has in-
creased 20 percent each year. “We
are particularly happy to see so
many new faces taking our goal of
living healthy longer seriously,” said
Bailey.

NVSO offers both indoor and out-
door events including swimming,
diving, tennis, table tennis, racquet-
ball, pickleball, men’s basketball,
bowling, Wii bowling, team line
dancing, golf, miniature golf, bocce,
fencing, eight ball pool, horseshoes,
and track and field. Board games
and card games are also offered
such as chess, cribbage, duplicate
bridge, bunco, backgammon and
scrabble. For more information, call
703-228-3600, ext. 9996, or e-mail
jmassa@arlingtonva.us.  Check the
website at www.nvso.us for photos
and general information.

Hannah Miller (Westfield High
graduate) of Herndon earned Sec-
ond Team recognition as part of a
relay for the Penn State Altoona
women’s swim team. Miller and fel-
low 800-relay team  members
Kerstie Musoleno (Hatfield, Pa.),
Amy Waldron (Muncy, Pa.) and
Michelle DeFelice were named to
the Allegheny Mountain Collegiate
Conference second team all-confer-
ence squad. The second team all-
conference squad consists of indi-
viduals who finished as runners-up
in their respective events at the
AMCC championships in February.

Fairfax Adult Softball (FAS)
teams are needed. Don’t miss your
opportunity to enjoy one of the
nation’s top adult team sports.  FAS
is currently accepting applications
for adult softball teams. Men’s,
Women’s, Coed, Corporate Coed,
Senior’s (age 50-plus), and Master’s
(age 35-plus) leagues are available.
Applications are accessible via the
FAS home page at
www.playsoftballnow.com.

Don’t have a team yet?  FAS will
place you on a team!  Visit the FAS
website and register as an individual
free agent and FAS will have you
playing softball this spring.

For further information, call 703-
815-9007 or email
office@fairfaxadultsoftball.com.
Grab your friends, family, co-work-
ers and neighbors and sign up to-
day.

Fairfax Adult Softball (FAS) is a
non-profit corporation registered in
the state of Virginia which adminis-
ters the largest adult softball pro-
gram in the state with nearly 10,000
participants.  Become a part of the
best softball program in the region.

Local boxing sensation
Jimmy Lange will return to the
ring on Saturday, March 12, at the
Patriot Center on the George Ma-
son University campus in Fairfax,
officials at Ice Promotions an-
nounced over the holidays.

In his most recent bout, Lange, a
Great Falls resident who sports a
professional record of 34-4-2, with
24 knockouts, captured the North
American Boxing Association’s U.S.
super welterweight title on Nov. 6
when, in dramatic fashion, he
earned a 10th-round knockout win
over Joe Wyatt.

Currently rated as the No. 15th
ranked super welterweight boxer
(154-pounds) in the world by the

World Boxing Association (WBA),
Lange, the former star of ‘The Con-
tender’ TV show, will be headlining
his 12th live pro boxing event at the
upcoming March 12 event. Doors at
the Patriot Center will open at 6 p.m.
with the first fight scheduled to be-
gin at 7.

The Fairfax County Sports
Committee will collaborate with
local groups to develop and promote
a variety of events, from the Virginia
High School League Jubilee that
attracts student-athletes from all
areas of the state, to the Washing-
ton Area Girls Soccer League’s an-
nual tournament that draws more
than 15,000 players and family

members from 17 states and
Canada.

Tournament organizers, private
facility managers, and potential
sponsors are encouraged to contact
Eric Kulczycky at 703-752-9510 or
ekulczycky@fxva.com for more in-
formation.

Potomac Inline Hockey in
Chantilly is offering free, year-round
‘Learn to Skate, Learn to Play’ les-
sons for youngsters interested in
playing inline hockey. Lessons are
held on Saturday mornings from 8-
9 a.m. at The Box in Chantilly. Reg-
istration online at
www.potomachockey.com.  Contact
youth@potomachockey.com or call

703-961-8280 for full details.

Washington Redskins star
tight end Chris Cooley has an-
nounced dates for his annual Old
Spice Chris Cooley Football Camp.
The two-day event will be held Sat-
urday, June 4 and Sunday, June 5
at Fairfax High School from 9 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.  Chris’ wife, Christy,
will be hosting a cheerleading camp
that runs in conjunction with the
football camp. The football camp
will feature a selection of the top
prep and collegiate coaches in the
Washington, D.C. area. Cost of the
camp is $199.   Visit
www.ChrisCooleyCamp.com or by
calling 888-389-CAMP.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/Centre View

The Chantilly High boys’ soccer team, which made a
strong late season surge during a successful 2010 cam-
paign last year, is set to begin the new season next Mon-
day night, March 14 when it travels to Fairfax High
School for a contest at 7 p.m. The Chargers will also play
road games next week versus Wakefield (March 16) and
Stone Bridge (March 18) before playing their home
opener on March 22 versus Herndon. Chantilly is under
the direction of head coach Brian Goche.
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AUDI, BMW, VOLVO & VOLKSWAGEN
SERVICE AND PARTS
Since 1985 dedicated to keeping your

Audi, BMW, Volvo and Volkswagen in factory condition with:
• Factory trained master technicians • Genuine Audi, BMW, Volvo

and Volkswagen parts • Emissions Certified Repair
• 24-hour drop off and pick up • Most extended warranty policies

accepted • Rental car reimbursement program

703-817-0650
14500-B Lee Rd., Chantilly

Viking
Automotive

$25 OFF
Oil Change

visit us at www.vikingautomotive.com

Jose Aunon, D.D.S.
James Moshier, D.M.D.
703-266-BITE

“A smile is a curve that sets everything straight”.
P. Diller

Advanced Dentistry Centreville

WE OFFER TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Both of our beautiful, modern offices use the

latest technology in orthodontic treatment for
children and adults.

Flexible interest free payment plans are available
Most insurance plans are accepted

Convenient Saturday and evening hours
BOARD CERTIFIED DIPLOMATE

Of THE AMERICAN BOARD
OF ORTHODONTICS

Call for your FREE Initial Consultation

www.nvaortho.com

Gainesville
7521 Virginia Oaks Dr.,

Suite 120
703-754-4880

Centreville
6138 Redwood Square

Center, Suite 103
703-815-0127

BRUCE R. HUTCHISON, D.D.S.
MICHAEL H. GORMAN, D.D.S.
WHITNEY S. JARRELL, D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
14245-P Centreville Sq.
Centreville, VA 20121

703-830-9110
www.smilesforcentreville.com

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

Complete Dental Care
for the Entire Family

Early Morning,  Dentistry for
Evening Appointments Adults and Children
Available

Most Insurances Accepted!

Accepting New Delta Dental Patients
Anthony D. Falbo D.D.S. and Judith A. Thomas D.D.S.
14245-F Centreville Square (703) 815-0775WEEKDAYS

SATURDAYS • EVENINGS
UNITED CONCORDIA

PARTICIPANT
24 HOUR

EMERGENCY CARE

From Page 2

From Page 5

News

‘Wow, I really liked that and I can hardly wait ’til
they do another show.’”

Fairfax’s Terri Grimes-Marin plays Bunny, the maid
of honor. “She’s smart, intellectual, well-read and
interested in the truth,” said Grimes-Marin. “Although
serious, she’s still fun-loving. I’m having a ball; I was
a theater major in college, and it’s fun to be acting
again. I’m enjoying my fellow cast members a great
deal, and I play a broad character that I can change
up at each rehearsal.”

She said the audience will appreciate the show’s
humor and “the fact that we look like we’re really
having fun. It’s so exciting to have
dinner theater in Clifton; I think
every town should have one.”

Lorraine Hoppe of Fairfax Sta-
tion portrays a reporter who cov-
ers the society scene for a local,
weekly paper, but who considers
herself a celebrity-magazine re-
porter. “She has a giant ego and is
a muckraker and a loudmouth,”
said Hoppe. “But she wants to be
a serious reporter and is one of the few people in the
play who want to get to the bottom of the murder.”

She’s great to play, said Hoppe, because “she’s brash
and loud and the opposite of me, and she’s got some
funny lines. And the audience will like being included
as part of the production — essentially, everybody’s
on the stage.”

Playing the bride, Brenda, is Reston’s Nichole
Klocke de Rodriguez, formerly of Centreville’s Asher
View and Sully Station II communities. “This is
Brenda’s third marriage and she’s whiny and a
daddy’s girl,” said Klocke de Rodriguez. “She’s a
spoiled brat and nothing makes her happy. I’m quiet
and easygoing, so it’s fun to make everyone bend to

‘my’ whims. And I get to be pretty and wear a wed-
ding dress.”

Klocke de Rodriguez says the audience will like
the surprising and humorous references to things
currently happening in Clifton. But the play will ap-
peal to everyone, she said, because of elements in
the show that are “universally funny.”

One of the most hilarious characters is Mildred,
mother of the bride, played by Clifton’s Helen Rusnak.
“She’s very high class and hoity-toity and feels her
daughter is marrying way beneath her. The man her
daughter has chosen is a hillbilly with no class or
culture, at all, and Mildred is peeved to be going
through her third wedding with this girl.”

“I love it because I like charac-
ter-acting and getting to be some-
body else,” said Rusnak. “The only
way Mildred can survive this wed-
ding is to get drunk. She starts off
fairly sober and, by the end of the
show, she’s really sloshed.”

She said the script has many
plays on words, especially at the
expense of the groom’s relatives,
who aren’t too bright. “And we

expect the food to be delicious,” added Rusnak. “It’s
30 bucks for dinner and a show; it’s not The Kennedy
Center, but it sure is fun. The Town of Clifton is ex-
cited about having a dinner theater here, and I think
it’ll be a real treat for anybody in the area.”

Rocky Run Middle eighth-grader Andie Matten will
help serve dinner and, as part of the show, will ask
diners who they think did the murder. “It’s awesome
because, at rehearsals, I read the lines of whoever’s
not here,” she said. “So I’ve gotten to know every-
one and they’re all really nice. The audience mem-
bers will feel really involved, too, because the actors
will treat them like they’ve known them for a long
time.”

Dinner Theater Launches in Clifton

doing the right thing.”
Another participant, Bob O’Brien of Bristow, is a

third-time shavee. And this year, he and EJ
Strittmatter wanted to persuade a co-worker of
theirs, Sean Byars, to get his head shaved.

“Sean has a thick head of curly red hair, but he’d
defeated our recruiting efforts in the past,” said
O’Brien. “But I suspect he went on the St. Baldrick’s
Web site and read a few of the stories about these
extremely brave kids and their families, and the
choice became easy.”

Once Byars said yes, his buddies put together a
team, Brandywine Shines, knowing Byars’s involve-

ment would inspire others to follow. “We’ve recruited
several other co-workers and are currently up to 10
volunteers and hope to get a few more people in-
volved this week,” said O’Brien. “We’ve raised more
than $8,000 so far and hope to raise over $10,000
by March 19.”

“The St. Baldrick’s Foundation really is an amaz-
ing story,” he said. “I’m sure the founders never could
have imagined in their wildest dreams the incred-
ible impact their simple idea would have on families
around the world.”

For more information or to donate to anyone par-
ticipating in the Centreville event, go to
www.stbaldricks.org/events/mypage/eventid/149/
eventyear/2011.

Join in St. Baldrick’s Fund-raiser

“It’s not The
Kennedy Center,
but it sure is fun.”
— Helen Rusnak, playing the

mother of the bride
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C E N T R E V I L L E

New Worship Location Starting March 14, 2010!!
Centreville High School
6001 Union Mill Road

Clifton, VA 20124
A NEW CHURCH IS BEING BUILT!

Mount Olive Baptist Church

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE AT
CENTREVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Sunday School 9:00-9:45 AM
Worship Service 9:45 AM
Children’s & Youth Church 10:00 AM
Youth Minister: Rev. Bobby Joe Ford, Jr.
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 9:00 PM
(Includes Youth Classes)

THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION

Traditional
Anglican Service

1928 book of
Common Prayer

(CHURCH SCHOOL & NURSERY)
13941 Braddock Road, (north off Rte. 29) Centreville, VA

703-830-3176
www.thechurchoftheascension.org

One Sunday Service - 10:00 am

Saint Andrew
Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Christian Education for All Ages: 9:45 a.m.

Adult Bible Study: Wed. 9:30 a.m.

 Our mission is to welcome all people,

to grow in our relationship with Christ,

and to serve the Lord

Braddock Road and Cranoke Street
Centreville, VA 20120

www.saintandrewlc.org
703-830-2768

Sunday Worship
Services
8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Schools

With six State Champions, Chantilly High
School’s DECA thrived at last weekend’s State
Leadership Conference in Norfolk. Chantilly DECA’s
contingency of 48 students were shining stars among
the 3,000-plus student competitors. Some 28 of
Chantilly’s students were recognized on Saturday
night for earning Top 10 honors in either their test
or role plays.  On Sunday (at the grand awards cer-
emony), 26 of these students were called to the stage
once again for recognition of their outstanding
achievement.  Twenty of these students qualified to
advance to the International Competition which will
be held in Orlando, Florida in late April.

Here is a list of the students who will be advanc-
ing to the next level of competition:

FIRST PLACE (State Champions)
Kyle Smith - Principles of Marketing
Brittany LeKang and Mariah Powers - Buying and

Merchandising Team
Ngoc Duong - Food Marketing Series
Chun-Ming Chen - Principles of Finance
** Raju Arabandi - Fundamentals of Communica-

tion (Freshman only event)

OTHER QUALIFYING STUDENTS
Brenna Ferris- Sports and Entertainment Series
Sean Rogers - Automotive Service Series
Kristin Perkins - Entrepreneurship Participating

(Independent)
Liz George and Matt Filipek - Travel and Tourism

Team
Hannah Strub - Business Services Series
Daniel Lawler- Business Services Series
John Crowson - Professional Selling
Mitch Phillips and Matt Eshleman - Sports and

Entertainment Team
Marin Shipe - Apparel and Accessories Series

Tim Harwick - Automotive Series
Sai Peddy - Principles of Business Administration
Raaj Bhavsar and Evan Johnson - Business Law and

Management Team

Chantilly High School will host its 13th Annual
International Night, next Tuesday, March 15 at 7
p.m., in the school theater. The colorful, singing and
dancing event celebrates the school’s vast cultural
diversity.

Greenbriar East Elementary School will be
having their Kindergarten Registration/Orientation
on Monday, May 16 at 2 p.m.  Call the school office
at 703-633-6400.

Middle school students from Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools have been named to the 2011 American
Choral Directors Association Middle School Honor

Choir.  The choir will perform at noon on Saturday,
April 30, at the Visual and Performing Arts Academy
at Salem High School in Virginia Beach. Local stu-
dents selected for the Middle School Honor Choir are:

Carson Middle School:  Aditi Takle.
Franklin Middle School:  Kayla Blatman, Jake

Fries, Troy Fries, Connor Golden, Nathan Keene, Matt
Peters, Jackie Plummer, and Nicholas Tenny.

Lees Corner Elementary School is gathering
information on children who will be 5 years old by
Sept. 30, 2011 and live within the school’s bound-
aries. Boundary information can be accessed at
www.fcps.edu/boundary/. If you have a child who
meets these requirements, call Mrs. Nolan at 703-
227-3500. Enrollment information and forms will be
mailed out prior to the Monday, May 2 Kindergarten
Registration/Orientation. Visit  http://
www.fcps.edu/start.htm


