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In Potomac Theatre Company’s presentation of Agatha
Christie’s “The Mousetrap,” Major Metcalf (Brian Dettling)

talks to the owners of Monkswell Manor, Giles Ralston
(Joseph Bissex) and his wife Mollie (Natalie McManus).
The play will run weekends March 11-27. A special pay

what-you-can preview show is Thursday, March 10.
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News
Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

See Determined Coach,  Page 4

See ‘Mousetrap,’  Page 13

See Outrage,  Page 15

By Susan Belford

The Almanac

W
hen Doug Wilson’s parents,
Miriam and Bill Wilson, heard
about U.S. Rep. Gabby Giffords’

traumatic brain injury from the Jan. 8 shoot-
ing in Arizona, they once again relived the
horrific memories of their 22-year-old son’s
motorcycle accident, coma and traumatic
brain injury. Even though Doug Wilson’s
accident was almost exactly 20 years ago,
the memories of the day of the crash and
its aftermath are very much alive. Doug
Wilson was never supposed to talk or walk
again — but he has recovered and is serv-
ing the Potomac community every day
through his positive programs working with
our youth.

Moving beyond
traumatic brain injury
20 years ago.

Determined Coach Gives Back Each Day

In the Wee Wanna Be class, children are learning basketball skills, espe-
cially the “Slam-Dunk.” They also learn rules of basketball, ball handling
and many life skills.
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By Colleen Healy

The Almanac

F
or their spring production, the
Potomac Theatre Company will
present Agatha Christie’s “The

Mousetrap” — the longest-running
play in history. Originally written for
the late Queen Mary in celebration of
her 80th birthday, “The Mousetrap” is
in its 59th year in London’s West End.
It opened in 1952 and is still running
after more than 23,000 performances.
The play tells the story of a group of
strangers trapped in a guest house
during a snow storm and they must
deal with the fact that there’s a mur

Setting Up
‘Mousetrap’
Preview show is
this Thursday.

By Mary Kimm

The Almanac

T
he Montgomery County Board
of Education voted Tuesday,
March 8 to turn over 20 acres
on Brickyard Road to the

county for as many as four soccer fields.
For 31 years Nick Maravell, a national

expert on organic farming, has leased 20
acres along Brickyard Road, growing or-
ganic and genetically-modified-organ-
ism-free corn and soybeans on the prop-
erty. The 20 acres belong to the Mont-
gomery County Board of Education for a
possible future middle school site.

But on Thursday, March 3, Maravell
heard from the schools’ facilities office
his year-to-year lease would not be re-
newed with just three weeks’ notice.

The Board of Education voted 5-2 Tues-
day to turn the property over to the
county for a public-private partnership
with an “athletic organization” to de-
velop the property with up to four soc-
cer fields, parking and bathroom facili-
ties.

Board members voting in favor said they
were motivated by the shortage of playing
fields downcounty.

Community members complained about

lack of transparency.
“There is something that just doesn’t feel

right about making a decision of this mag-
nitude, giving the community just two days’

notice,” said Philip Kauffman, at large mem-
ber of the board when voting no.

Maravell was the first to hear about these
controversial plans. The area’s County

Council member, Roger Ber-
liner, heard of the plan from
Maravell, as did West Mont-
gomery County Citizens Asso-
ciation president Ginny
Barnes.

The official responsible for
all planning in Potomac,
Callum Murray of Montgom-
ery County Park and Planning,
heard the news from a re-

porter. Adjacent homeowners associations,
parent activist groups and environmental

20 Acres on Brickyard for Soccer Complex
School board paves way for as many as four soccer fields and parking for
200 cars on Brickyard site, displacing
organic farm as of Jan. 1, 2012.

Organic farmer Nick Maravell has grown organic corn and soybeans on this 20-acre
site along Brickyard Road for 31 years. The property belongs to MCPS for a future
middle school; MCPS has terminated Maravell’s lease, saying they will turn the prop-
erty over to the county with plans for a private organization to build and operate
soccer fields.
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“We would expect
to be informed
about a project
that will likely

have a huge
impact on the

entire Potomac
community.”

— Ginny Barnes,
president, West

Montgomery County
Citizens

Association
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From Page 3

News

This is the story of his journey, and his
determination to walk, run, graduate from
college — and regain life as he knew it.
Doug Wilson has been able to fulfill his
dreams with help from the many people
who believed in him and who supported
him. “I could not have done all that I have
without the help of many kind people,” he
said. “From the kids who helped me relearn
to walk and run, to my twin sister Angie
who guided me around the track, moving
my arms simulating running, to people who
let me coach even though I was in a wheel-
chair and had slurred speech — I would
never have made the kind of recovery I did
without their trust and support. The acci-
dent changed my life — and I am where I
am today because of it.”

No one really knows how Doug Wilson
crashed his motorcycle — and he does not
remember. He was a senior at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina in Columbia, major-
ing in economics. He was tall, athletic,
good-looking and had it all. However, on
March 23, 1991, he took off on his motor-
cycle, somehow crashed, smashing his head
and ending up in a coma in the hospital.
He was not wearing a helmet — not re-
quired in South Carolina.

AFTER EIGHT DAYS in a coma, his first
words to the nurse who questioned him
were, “That’s my father.” In the next
months, he spoke haltingly in slurred words.
He could not walk and had to relearn ev-
erything. “When I was transferred to the
Mount Vernon Rehabilitation Center, I was
in a fog. I was never depressed and never
cried, but I know it was more difficult for
those around me. The prognosis was really
bad. I never looked at my rehab as what I
couldn’t do; I looked at it as what I could
do.”

Doug Wilson returned home in a wheel-
chair and began his own plan for rehabili-
tation. He made himself walk with a walker
from his home on Cranford Drive to the
Potomac Community Center. He played bas-
ketball with 8 and 9 year olds: “They ac-
cepted me as I was and kept asking me to
play. I learned from the kids the skills I once
had.” In August, Audrey Zeibert asked him
to coach her son’s MSI soccer team. Doug
Wilson said, “I couldn’t speak without a slur,
I could barely get out of the wheel chair,
but the Zeiberts supported me by involving
me in soccer again. I had played soccer with
a Potomac Soccer Association Select team,

and football at USC, but I couldn’t put
together words in a sentence. Somehow
the kids and I communicated and I
gradually got better. I knew I could not
quit, because it would send the wrong
message to the kids — so I kept trying to
walk, run, dribble the ball and just play.
It took me three years before I could run
again.”

Jonathan Slotkin, now a neurosurgeon
with the Washington Brain and Spine Insti-
tute, grew up across the street from Doug.
He still has vivid memories of Doug Wilson
before and after the accident. “Before the
accident, Doug was a very fit, high energy,
active kid who was always up for soccer,
basketball or any game. He was a source of
excitement in our neighborhood. After the
accident, it was very apparent that he was
significantly disabled — but every week I
saw remarkable improvement. The real
miracle in Doug’s case is that he not only
recovered, but has left behind his ‘sick role.’
The accident changed him — it really
molded him into a man who is making a
contribution to society at the highest level.
It also changed and impacted me. I am prob-
ably in the field of neurosurgery today be-
cause of Doug’s accident as well as my
father’s disease, ALS.”

DOUG WILSON BECAME an advocate for
instituting a mandatory motorcycle helmet
law in Maryland. In 1992 he testified be-
fore the Maryland State Senate. Due to his

testimony, the bill was passed and since
then, the number of deaths in motorcycle
accidents has decreased by 56 percent. Ac-
cording to his twin Angie, “Doug is the lucky
statistic. Only 1 percent of people with this
type of injury survive.” Doug Wilson con-
tinues his advocacy for helmets every day
of his life when he meets youths in his
camps and classes. “I always stress the im-
portance of helmets in t-ball, baseball, bi-
cycling and skateboarding.”

Doug Wilson also started a fundraiser 5K
called “Doug Wilson Thumbs Up 5K Run”
to raise money for the Brain Injury Associa-
tion of Maryland. The first year, he served
as the Starter, the second he walked the one
mile fun run and the third year he ran the
entire 5K race. He was named “Montgom-
ery County Man of the Year” by the Mont-
gomery Journal in 1996, also the year he
carried the Olympic torch into the Baltimore
Harbor.

In 1997, Doug Wilson followed his pas-
sions and created a business called Coach
Doug’s Wee Wanna Be for ages 2-5. Oper-
ating out of the Potomac Community Cen-
ter, the class teaches children sports skills
as well as life skills. He also owns and op-
erates Coach Doug Sports for ages 5-7, and
Coach Doug Soccer, offered county-wide by
Montgomery County Recreation Depart-
ment. Thus he comes into contact with at
least 500 youngsters a week — a positive
role model for all. His philosophy is to cre-
ate “Programs that Children Will Remem-
ber for a Lifetime.”

Among his many activities, he runs sum-
mer camps as well as camps over school
breaks. His next camp will be Spring Break
at the Potomac Community Center. It will
run April 18 – 22 from 9:30 – 12:30 (ages
2-5) and from 9:30 – 3:30 (ages 6-12).
Doug Wilson also created the Space Adven-
ture Summer Camp at Bullis, Camp Chal-
lenger, Endless Summer Camp and Great
Writers Kids, Keys N Sports camp through
Montgomery County Recreation Depart-

Timeline
Doug Wilson’s recovery from traumatic brain

injury.
By Susan Belford

March 23, 1991: Motorcycle accident (no
helmet). Doug is in a coma.

March 31, 1991: Comes out of the coma.
April 7, 1991: Speaks for the first time. When

asked by the nurse, “who is that?” Doug replies,
“That’s my father.”

May 1991: Transfers to Mount Vernon
Rehabilitation Hospital

May 1991: Potomac Soccer Association dedicates
Potomac Memorial Soccer Tournament to Doug
for years of participation and service. PSA was
started by the Wilson family in 1980.

June 1991: Attends Washington Press Club
premier of “The James Brady Story”. He is
invited by Beau Bridges and Jim Brady. Even
though he is in a wheelchair, Brady convinces
him to walk five steps.

June 30, 1991: Released from Mount Vernon
Rehabilitation Hospital. Returns home to a huge
welcome party at the Potomac Community
Center.

August 1991: Began coaching MSI soccer team.
He was still in a wheelchair and experienced
labored speech — but he was determined to
coach. This was the start of his service to kids.
September 1991: Volunteered at the new
“Club Friday” program at the Potomac
Community Center. Now Doug helps organize
and run this program.
Fall 1991: Doug enrolls in study course at
Montgomery College. He requires a notetaker
because he has difficulty writing. Later takes
classes at UMUC.
Winter 1992: Testified for Helmet Safety at
the Maryland State House. The Maryland
Helmet Law was passed Feb. 22, 1992.
Spring 1993: Returned to University of South
Carolina. Graduated in Economics in June 1993.
Spring 1995: Runs in “Doug Wilson Thumbs
Up 5K” to raise money for the Brain Injury
Association of Maryland
February 1996: Montgomery Journal names
Doug “Man of the Year”

Spring 1996: Served as Torch Bearer for the 1996
Olympics.

Fall 1997: Starts Wee Wanna Be at the Potomac
Community Center

Fall 1997: Elected to Leadership Montgomery,
Class of 1997

1997- 2011: Serves on community boards,
member of the Potomac Rotary Club, starts
Coach Doug’s Sports, Coach Doug’s Soccer
summer camps, school break camps and still
works at Club Friday.

Determined Coach Gives Back Each Day

Doug Wilson
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Energy Savings Program
Offers Audits

Owners of historic homes in Montgomery County who
want to learn more about their energy usage and ways
to conserve energy should apply to participate in a free
home audit available through the Planning Department’s
Historic Preservation Section.

Thanks to a $6,000 grant from the Maryland Histori-
cal Trust, historic preservation planners will run the lo-
cal Energy Efficiency Initiative for selected owners of 8-

10 historic homes in the county. Montgomery County was
one of four Maryland communities — including Annapo-
lis, Chestertown and Cumberland — to receive the grant.

Planners hope to include properties from across the
county representing a variety of historic home types.

Owners of the more than 3,000 homes designated his-
toric on the county Master Plan for Historic Preservation
or located in a designated historic district are eligible to
apply. Learn more, find out whether a property has been
designated and download an application at
www.montgomeryplanning.org/historic/. The deadline is

March 31.
Properties will be selected for the audits based on loca-

tion, age, size and materials used in construction of the
residence as well as when applications are submitted.

The audits, valued at $500 per home, will identify
ways to save energy in homes that may have unique
challenges. Home audits, which typically consider heat-
ing and cooling systems, water and electricity, are all
the more important since buildings account for about
40 percent of all U.S. energy used.

News Briefs

ment and the City of Rockville. This year
he is offering a new fun Camp for Kids at
the McLean School in Potomac. See these
opportunities at www.ctikids.com or e-mail
Doug at coachdoug@ctikids.com. He can
also be reached at 301-983-2690.

When asked why he never pursued a ca-
reer in economics, he said, “My life changed
because of the accident. But it was the kids
who helped me recover by teaching me how
to run, jump, hop, play basketball and more.
They were my teachers — so now I am
teaching them. In my quest to give back to
them, I discovered what I wanted to do for
the rest of my life. I love working with kids.”

“The accident changed him
— it really molded him into
a man who is making a
contribution to society at the
highest level.”

— Jonathan Slotkin
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See Garden Club,  Page 10

By Sharon Allen Gilder

For the Almanac

T
here is nothing middle
of the road about the
way members of
Potomac’s Little Farms

Garden Club (LFGC) feel about the
median that divides the shopping
centers at River and Falls Roads in
the heart of Potomac Village. The
median on MD 190/River Road
has been plagued by unwieldy sea
grass and debris.

Little Farms celebrates its 50th
anniversary this year. Eleanor
Keyser, an original member of the
club founded in 1961, said the
civic-minded group of 45 women
wants to do something special for
the community to commemorate
the club’s bicentennial. She said,
“We not only want to keep the
weeds down, but improve the
median.”

According to Keyser, the club has
$2,000 to contribute to the en-
deavor and needs assistance to
raise additional monies to com-
plete the project. If there is no as-
sistance from the state or county,

the costs for a private landscaper
and state permit fees are projected
to be $20,000.

Keyser has called on support
from the Potomac Chamber of
Commerce to beautify the road-
way.

“The Chamber is investigating
finding the right branch of govern-
ment to help with this eyesore,”
said Chamber president and local
businessman Adam Greenberg.
“I’m in a holding pattern to see if
we can get any money for the
median.” He explained that much
of the expense of the median up-
grade is the permitting costs re-
quired to close one lane on each
side of the narrow median and
contracting the proper state en-
dorsed workers to direct traffic
around the site during the refur-
bishing process.

DESPITE GOVERNMENT bud-
get cuts and financial issues, hopes
are high that the improvement to
the median will be treated as a
partnership so the burden of cost

Paving the Way
Sea grass is dormant now, but will be knee-high in
spring and summer.

Local garden club is catalyst for
median improvements.
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Opinion

Community
Blindsided
To the Editor:

The following letter was ad-
dressed to County Executive Isiah
Leggett.

We have just learned that the
school board is set to vote on Tues-
day March 8 on the property on
Brickyard Road — the farm land

on the right
hand side be-
tween Kingsgate
and Brent as you
head towards
the village. The

school board resolution says: “The
county intends to build and oper-
ate athletic fields at the site
through a public/private

partnership with an athletic or-
ganization.” The farmer, Nick
Maravell, just learned that his
lease would not be renewed after
running an organic farm there for
the last 31 years. A call to the Area
3 Team at Park and Planning re-
vealed that MNCPPC knows noth-
ing of the plan or the scheduled
vote. This site was discussed ex-
tensively during the Potomac Mas-
ter Plan Revision process with
many concerns raised about po-
tential future uses. The commu-
nity expressed a clear preference
for parkland if the site were not
used for a school.

What is most troubling is the
lack of any public process. The lo-
cal community has not been in-
formed or included in any way. It
appears the Board of Education
would grant a 10-year land lease
to the County but could recover
the land if needed for a school.
After receiving the land lease, the
County would then work with a
private athletic organization in a
public-private partnership to con-
struct ball fields. The agenda docu-
ments were posted just two busi-
ness days before a vote will be
taken.

Having just recently endured a
deeply contentious issue where
Rockwood Manor was proposed to
be given over to a public/private
partnership with the same lack of
a transparent process, we are dis-
tressed to see this happening
again. This portends many of the
same kind of problems revealed by
that proposal. Brickyard is a 20-
acre site, farmed organically for 31
years so the environment has been
respected. But this is the other end
of the spectrum. How many ball
fields would this mean? Would
they be artificial turf fields? Such
fields can impact ground water.
How many residents rely on wells?
Where are the nearest streams?
The questions are endless.

The Brickyard Road school site

Letters to

The Editor

is buried within a residential
neighborhood. Access to it is prob-
lematic since Brickyard Road is fit-
ted with speed bumps, a number
of round-abouts and no sidewalks.

Recent information from Parks
and Recreation indicate little de-
mand for ball fields in the Potomac
Subregion. However there is a
strong demand in the upcounty
and the downcounty. So, will traf-
fic be brought through a residen-
tial area of narrow winding roads
without any regard for the local
community? What kind of public/
private athletic partnership is in-
tended? What kind of ballfields?
Are we looking at another
Soccerplex project without the
slightest attempt at a public pro-
cess? Before any vote takes place
before the School Board, we would
expect to be informed about a
project that will likely have a huge
impact on the entire Potomac com-
munity. We have heard your office
is the originator of this plan. If so,
please see this vote does not take
place “in a fog in the dead of
night.” At the very least, we de-
serve appropriate notice, complete
information, adequate discussion
and input from the affected neigh-
borhoods and a public process that
respects and prepares our commu-
nity instead of sneaking up on it.

Ginny Barnes
President, West Montgomery
County Citizens Association

Connelly School of the Holy Child went
Caribbean last weekend as its spring

musical, “Once on this Island,” transformed the gym into a French
Antilles island to tell the tragic tale of peasant Ti Moune and her star-
crossed love with “grand homme” Daniel, a member of the landed
gentry. Goddesses (above: Nicolette McCann, ZZ Krebs, Anabela Esteves
and Maria Leyva) determine Ti Moune’s fate, as their two different
worlds collide. Dozens of Holy Child students were in the cast, joined by
students from Churchill, Bishop O’Connell, and others. Performances
were March 4 and March 5.

‘Once on this Island’

Lack of
Notice
To the Editor:

The following letter was ad-
dressed to Christopher Barclay,
president of the Montgomery
County Board of Education.

I write today requesting that you
postpone action on the proposed
lease of the Brickyard school site
in Potomac from Montgomery
County Public Schools to Mont-
gomery County.

Like many of my constituents, I
was surprised to see this item on
the Board’s agenda for March 8. I
am disappointed that the proposal
to displace the organic farmer who
has leased this plot for the past 31
years in favor of soccer fields has
reached this point without broader
community input, especially con-
sidering that the County
Executive’s request for the lease
agreement came to the Board via
letter almost a year and a half ago,
in November 2009 — a request that
was not shared with my office or
the rest of the County Council.

I do understand that ball fields
are particularly scarce in the
downcounty and acknowledge the
challenge that presents to families
and athletic organizations. Execu-
tive Branch staff, during a meet-
ing on other matters, briefly men-
tioned this site to me four months

ago as a “possibility” to add to the
County’s field inventory, and I im-
mediately conveyed that this
project would be especially contro-
versial. I strongly suggested that
they explore a range of uses for
this site, and was not advised that
the decision to proceed with soc-
cer fields had in fact been made
more than a year earlier.

Our county rightfully prides itself
on both process and transparency.
In this matter, our county has not
adequately met either of those ex-
pectations. This proposition should
have been fully vetted up front; it
most certainly has not been.

Accordingly, I respectfully request
that you postpone consideration of
this agenda item until greater com-
munity input — or at the very least,
notification — can be solicited and
the affected members of the com-
munity have had time to reflect on
the implications of the lease agree-
ment. I do not believe that the two
business days that will have elapsed
between the posting of the agenda
item and the Board’s consideration
of the agreement suffice to allow
for appropriate community involve-
ment in this decision. I particularly
believe that an opportunity for
meaningful public comment is ap-
propriate before the Board takes
action on the lease agreement.

 Roger Berliner
 Councilmember, District 1
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Robert W. Lannan
(Potomac Resident)

Let me apply my experience
in the Legal Departments of
Marriott International, Inc.
and Hilton Worldwide, Inc.

to serve your
hospitality business.

LET’S TALK
Real Estate

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Long & Foster Realtors

301-806-6829
Mike@michaelmatese.com.

by
Michael Matese

Negotiating
Closing Costs

In today’s market, buyers and sell-
ers need every advantage they can
find and one of those advantages is
being able to negotiate closing
costs.  Once, it might not have been
possible, but today, you can shop
around.
Mortgage experts recommend bor-
rowers contact as many as a dozen
lenders while shopping for lower
closing costs.   While some lenders
will refuse to give estimates, many
will do just that.  Banks will often
at least give a rough estimate, even
if they’re not as complete as a
mortgage company.
As a rule of thumb, closing costs
will run the average of 3%-5% of
the total price of a home, so with
your calculator can figure out a
range of costs. This is how you
make sure the cost for each mort-
gage isn’t higher than the norm.
Don’t focus on the closing costs to
the exclusion of the interest rate
though, experts say.  Mortgages
with lower interest rates typically
carry higher closing costs in the
form of points and other fees.  If a
buyer is planning on staying in the
home for many years, sometimes
it’s better to consider higher clos-
ing costs, as long as the interest
rate is lower.  In the long run, it
will save you money, even though it
may be more out of pocket money
at closing.

Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

      Home of Your
Corporate & Residential
Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 Years

ONGOING
Montgomery County’s Department

of Recreation is now accepting
registrations for its popular summer
camps and programs. The 2011
Summer Camps and Programs guide
is filled with affordable camp
programs designed to serve a wide
range of interests.  Some of this
year’s camps include rocketry, magic,
horseback riding, swimming, dance,
nature and theatre. Early sign-up is
encouraged because registration is on
a first-come, first-served basis and
space is limited.  Individuals can
register one of four ways:  by mail,
fax, online or in person at the
Recreation Department
Administrative Offices located at
4010 Randolph Road, Silver Spring.
The Summer Camps guide is
available at all Recreation
community and aquatic centers or
online at
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rec.
For more information, call 240-777-
6870.

Thursday/March 10
Parent Loss Support Group. For

adults who have experienced the
death of one or both parents, a six-
week group led by Montgomery
Hospice professional counselors.
6:30-8 p.m. Thursdays, Montgomery
Hospice, 1355 Piccard Drive,
Rockville.  Registration required:
301-921-4400.

March 16 to April 13
Lamaze Classes. 7 to 9:15 p.m.

L’Amazing Baby: Childbirth
Preparation with a Jewish Twist. This
class offers parents-to-be a traditional
childbirth class plus a spiritual, ritual
and emotional support network for
welcoming a Jewish child into the
community.  Cost is $80/member per
couple; $100/general public per
couple. At the JCC of Greater
Washington, 6125 Montrose Road,
Rockville. Visit www.jccgw.org/
parenting  or Jennifer Silber at 301-
348-3837 or jsilber@jccgw.org.

Wednesday/March 16
Support Group — DBSA. 7:30 p.m.

Free. Depression and Bipolar Support
Alliance National Capital Area.
Family Support Group. Meets at the
Parish Hall of St. Raphael’s Church,
1513 Dunster Road, Rockville. For
families and friends of people who
have been diagnosed with depression
or bipolar illness. Call 301-299-4255
or 301-570-9065.   Internet:
www.dbsanca-family.org.

Thursday/March 17
JCC Senior Speakers. 10:30 a.m.

Cost is $5. Maryland Attorney
General Doug Gansler on legislation
before the General Assembly. At Ring
House, 1801 E. Jefferson St.,
Rockville. Call Debby Sokobin at 301-
348-3760.

Thursday/March 24
JCC Senior Speakers. 10:30 a.m.

Cost is $5. Rockville Major Phyllis
Marcuccio on the City of Rockville,
Initiatives and Direction. At Ring
House, 1801 E. Jefferson St.,
Rockville. Call Debby Sokobin at 301-
348-3760.

Tuesday/March 29
Impact of Budget. 7:30 p.m. The

Friends of the Clara Barton

Community Center and the Cabin
John Citizens Association invite you
to attend a dialogue with a
representative from the Montgomery
County Rec Department. The county
will present the impact of next year’s
county budget on the center. At 7425
MacArthur Blvd., Call 301-229-0010.

Lunch and Learn. Noon to 1:30 p.m.
“Frontotemporal Dementia vs.
Alzheimer’s Disease — What’s the
Difference?”– Seating is limited and
lunch will be provided. RSVP in
advance by contacting Nicole
McMonigle at Arden Courts of
Potomac, 10718 Potomac Tennis
Lane, Potomac. Call 301-983-3620 or
email potomac@arden-courts.com

Thursday/March 31
JCC Senior Speakers. 10:30 a.m.

Cost is $5. Richard Rosenzeig with
the National Museum of American
Jewish Military History. At Ring
House, 1801 E. Jefferson St.,
Rockville. Call Debby Sokobin at 301-
348-3760.

Ongoing
CANTER-Mid Atlantic to open a

racehorse rehabilitation
program with donations from
Delaware Park and the Delaware
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Association earmarked to serve
Delaware Park trainers and owners.
To find an ex-race horse, volunteer,
or to make a donation, visit
www.canterusa.org/midatlantic.

To become a volunteer Bike Patrol
on the C & O Canal, send an e-mail
to Norman Liebow at
Liebow@comcast.net or 301-714-
2218.

The Greater Chesapeake and
Potomac Blood Services Region
of the American Red Cross is
seeking volunteers to assist its
blood collections staff at blood drives
and blood donor centers. To register
for training, or for more information,
call the American Red Cross
Volunteer Office at 1-800-272-0094,
ext. 1, or e-mail
karlofft@usa.redcross.org.

Volunteers are needed to assist sexual
assault victims and their families
through the Victim Assistance and
Sexual Assault Program of the
Montgomery County Department of
Health and Human Services. To
schedule an interview visit
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
vasap or 240-777-1355.

Bulletin Board

To submit an item for the Civic Calendar, e-mail
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon two weeks
prior to the event. For questions, call 703-778-9412.



8  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  March 9-15, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment

To have community events listed free in The
Potomac Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper.
Photos and artwork encouraged. Call 703-778-9412.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 9
Stars of the Bolshoi. 8 p.m. Featuring Bolshoi

Principal Dancers Maria Mashina and Andrei
Bolotin performing some of the greatest beloved
ballet moments of ballet classics, including
Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake and Don Quixote.
Tickets are $40/regular; $38/seniors and
students. Call 240-567-5301 or visit
www.montgomerycollege.edu/PAC. At The
Robert E. Parilla Performing Arts Center, 51
Mannakee Street, Rockville.

THURSDAY/MARCH 10
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

Admission is $8. Beginner lesson at 8:15 p.m.
With DJ Mike Marcotte and Guests. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo. Call Donna Barker at 301-634-2231
or go to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

Critters (and Couture!) For The Cure Fashion
Show Gala. Ten women cancer survivors and
their pups will work the “catwalk” in spring
fashions by Bloomingdale’s and Doggie Couture.
At Bloomingdale’s Chevy Chase to raise
awareness and funds for women’s cancer. Visit
http://www.crittersforthecure.org/.

Eastern Box Turtle: Natural History and
Conservation. This box turtle is on the decline,
much due to habitat loss and fragmentation, but
also threats from motor vehicles, raccoons and
dogs. Sandy Barnett, a member of the Mid-
Atlantic Turtle and Tortoise Society, is active in
box turtle rescue and rehabilitation and will
offer a slide presentation and discussion. Free,
registration required. For adults. 7:30 – 9 :30
p.m. Woodend Sanctuary, 8940 Jones Mill Road,
Chevy Chase, 20815. 301-652-9188.
www.AudubonNaturalist.org

FRIDAY/MARCH 11
Aardvark Art Bazaar. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. A free,

family-friendly art fair that features local
musicians, artists and craftsmen, as well as a
children’s activity area. At The Harbor School,
7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda. Call Whitney
Tuttle at 301-365-1100.

Blues and Soul Fusion Dance Party. 9 p.m. to
midnight. Admission is $10. Soul Swing Lesson
from 8 to 8:30 p.m.; dancing from 9 p.m. to
midnight. At the Back Room at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. For more
information visit http://
www.dancebuddies.com/AllThingsBlues.htm or

contact Ken Roesel at 703.282.4187 or at
DanceBuddies@Starpower.net.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
Used Book Sale. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Most hardback

and large paperback books are $1 and regular
paperbacks are $.50. The sale will feature
gardening books to help prepare you for Spring.
At Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden Dr.
Potomac.

Casino Night. 8 p.m. Classic casino games,
including poker, roulette, and blackjack. Tickets
are $20/advance; $25/door. Casino Night is
hosted by Yachad Hadassah, a chapter of the
women’s organization Hadassah. All proceeds
will benefit Youth Aliyah, a program that
provides education and support for at-risk
children in Israel. To register, go to http://
tinyurl.com/5src6ec. At the Barking Dog, 4723
Elm St., Bethesda, near the Bethesda Metro
station.  Email yachaddc@gmail.com.

Spaghetti Dinner. 5 to 8 p.m. Tickets are $10/
person. Boy Scout Troop 733 is holding its 52nd

Annual Spaghetti Dinner. At Potomac United
Methodist Church Meeting Hall, corner of Glen
and Fall Roads, Potomac.

National Philharmonic. 8 p.m. Pianist Brian
Ganz will play Edvard Grieg’s Piano Concerto in
A minor with the National Philharmonic, led by
Music Director and Conductor Piotr Gajewski. At
the Music Center at Strathmore. Also on the
program are Grieg’s Wedding Day at
Troldhaugen and Jean Sibelius’s Symphony No.
2 in D Major. Tickets are $32-$79. For tickets,
visit nationalphilharmonic.org or call the
Strathmore ticket office at 301-581-5100.

 A Canine Playbook for Parents. 2 to 4 p.m.
Free. This seminar will help you understand
canine body language and how to manage
children and dogs together.  At the Potomac
Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac.
Call 301-983-5913.

Play in a Day. 8 p.m. Six professional area
theatre companies will write, direct, rehearse
and perform original plays based on similar
themes in only 24 hours.  The plays will be
presented at the seventh annual Play In A Day, a
one-of-a-kind theatrical event. Tickets are $15.
At Imagination Stage, 4908 Auburn Ave.,
Bethesda.

Maggie’s Music Celtic Concert. 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20.  With Maggie Sansone and
friends. At Saint Mark Presbyterian Church,
10701 Old Georgetown Road, Rockville. Visit
http://www.saintmarkpresby.org or call 301-
530-2613.

Fawning for Deer: Why do fawns have spots,
why do bucks grow big antlers? Learn about one
of the largest and common mammals. Adults
will learn management techniques and deer
resistant plant information. Ages three and up,
with adult. 10-11 a.m. Audubon Naturalist
Society, Woodend Sanctuary, 8940 Jones Mill
Road, Chevy Chase, 20815. 301-652-9188.

www.AudubonNaturalist.org
Geocaching: Join Audubon Naturalist Society for

a treasure hunt while learning about this new
sport, GPS units and how to find and place
geocaches. ANS will provide GPS units. 1-2:30
p.m. Ages six and up, with an adult. Audubon
Naturalist Society, Woodend Sanctuary, 8940
Jones Mill Road, Chevy Chase, 20815. 301-652-
9188. www.ANShome.org

Beginner Bird Walk. Audubon Naturalist
Society. 8 a.m. Approximately one hour. Bring
binoculars or borrow a pair that morning from
Audubon. Beginner walks at Audubon’s
Woodend Sanctuary, 8940 Jones Mill Road,
Chevy Chase, 20815. 301-652-9188. Weekly on
Saturday mornings.
www.AudubonNaturalist.org

MARCH 12-13
Rockville Civic Ballet. Saturday at 7:30 p.m.;

Sunday at 2 p.m. Will perform “Firebird” and
“Piano Barre.” Tickets are $16/adults; $12/
children.  At the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre at
Rockville Civic Center Park, 603 Edmonston
Drive, Rockville. For tickets, visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/theatre or call the box
office at 240-314-8690.

SUNDAY/MARCH 13
Open Door Reading. 2 p.m. Free. Poetry reading

with author Jeanne Marie Beaumont, who reads
from Burning of the Three Fires, and Michele
Wolf, reading from Immersion. At The Writer’s
Center, 4508 Walsh Street, Bethesda. Visit
www.writer.org or call 301-654-8664.

Cajun and Zydeco Dance Party. 3 to 6 p.m.
With the  Acadien Cajun Band. Admission is
$15. Introductory Cajun lesson from 3 to 3:30
p.m.; dancing from 3 to 6 p.m. At the Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Michael Hart at 301.762.6730 or
Glen Echo Park at 301-634-2222, or
go to www.DancingByTheBayou.com.

Capitol Steps. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Tickets
are $30/general; $25/students. At
Walt Whitman High School. For more
information, go to http://
www.waltwhitmanpostprom.webs.com/
capitolsteps.htm

Brides on the Bus. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost is $25/person. Bus tour of event
venues of Montgomery County Parks!
Visit Rockwood Manor, the Lodge at
Little Seneca Creek, Woodlawn
Manor, Brookside Gardens and the
Agricultural History Farm Park. Meet
vendors at each of the venues. Learn
about wedding day makeup and hair.
And in between stops, have fun on
the bus with games and prizes.
Register online at
www.ParkPASS.org. Call 301-299-
5026.

Canal Stewards Cleanup, 10 am to
noon. Sponsored by the Potomac
Conservancy, this monthly clean-up

day engages volunteers in as caretakers of a site
within the C&O Canal National Historical Park.
Potomac Conservancy also operates
environmental awareness programs out of the
River Center, Lock 8, 7906 Riverside Dr., Cabin
John. Off Clara Barton Parkway between Cabin
John and Carderock exits. Contact Deanna
Tricarico at tricarico@potomac.org or 301-608-
1188 x.204. Visit www.potomac.org/site/river-
center-events/index.php

THURSDAY/MARCH 17
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

Admission is $8. Beginner lesson at 8:15 p.m.
With DJ Mike Marcotte and Guests. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo. Call Donna Barker at 301-634-2231
or go to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

Murray Horwitz Lecture. 11:30 a.m. Murray
Horwitz, playwright, Tony, Grammy, and Emmy
winner, Ain’t Misbehavin‘. Part of the 23rd

Annual Literary Luncheon Series. Followed by Q
& A, catered box lunch, and book signings.
Copies of the author’s books will be for sale, the
net proceeds of which benefit FOL. At the
Strathmore Mansion in Rockville. Visit
www.folmc.org  to register. Call 240-777-0020.

SATURDAY/MARCH 19
Fostering a Dog? 1 to 4 p.m. Free. Seminar on

dogs from foster home to adoption success with
speaker Julie Jacobus. Learn how to make the
foster experience successful. At Potomac
Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac.
Call 301-983-5913.
Free Concert. 8 p.m. National Philharmonic

MARCH 11, 12, 13 — 18, 19, 20 — 25, 26, 27
“The Mousetrap.” Potomac Theater Company’s production of Agatha Christie’s stage thriller, “The

Mousetrap,” is scheduled for three weekends in March. March 11, 12, 13; March 18, 19, 20; March 25,
26, 27. Fridays and Saturdays 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. Performances at The Blair Family Center for
the Arts at the Bullis School, 10601 Falls Road, Potomac. 301-299-8571. www.potomactheatreco.org

MARCH 10-11
”Annie Jr.” Presented by Washington Episcopal

School’s sixth-grade class.  Tickets are $5/students;
$6/adults. At Washington Episcopal School, 5600
Little Falls Parkway, Bethesda.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
 National Philharmonic. 8 p.m. Pianist Brian

Ganz will play Edvard Grieg’s Piano Concerto in
A minor with the National Philharmonic, led by
Music Director and Conductor Piotr Gajewski. At
the Music Center at Strathmore. Also on the
program are Grieg’s Wedding Day at
Troldhaugen and Jean Sibelius’s Symphony No.
2 in D Major. Tickets are $32-$79. For tickets,
visit nationalphilharmonic.org or call the
Strathmore ticket office at 301-581-5100.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
Maggie’s Music Celtic Concert. 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $20.  With Maggie Sansone and
friends. At Saint Mark Presbyterian Church,
10701 Old Georgetown Road, Rockville. Visit
http://www.saintmarkpresby.org or call 301-
530-2613.
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POTOMAC THEATRE COMPANY

PRESENTS

Produced & Directed by Barry Hoffman

All seats reserved: Call 301 299-8571 and we’ll call you back!

March 11 -27, 2011
Preview Pay-What-You-Can Thursday, March 10

Fridays & Saturdays* at 8, Sundays at 2

*EXCEPT Saturday, March 12:
Showtime is 7 p.m., followed by a Meet the Cast Party for All Audience Members!

DON’T MISS IT!

Adults: $20, Seniors/Students: $18
Prepaid groups of 10 or more receive 20% off!

The Bullis School, Blair Family Center for the Arts
10601 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854

Celebrating 8 Decades of Fine Dining!
1931-2011

Now Featuring:

Fresh Shad Roe

Fresh Maine Lobsters

Available Lunch & Dinner

301-983-8838
Visit popovers.com

Plenty of Free parking

Entertainment

Bethesda Art Walk
Is Friday, March 11

Patrons can delight in 11 downtown Bethesda
galleries at the Bethesda Art Walk scheduled
for Friday, March 11 from 6-9 p.m. The
Bethesda Art Walk allows art lovers to visit
downtown Bethesda’s gallery community on
the second Friday of every month.

Bethesda’s galleries feature painting, sculp-
ture, photography, pottery and mixed media.
Many galleries change exhibits monthly and
hold receptions showcasing the featured artist
in conjunction with the Bethesda Art Walk.
Attendees are invited to delight in the artwork,
enjoy free refreshments and to shop at these
unique and inspiring galleries.

Participating Galleries and Studios:
Discovery Galleries, Ltd., 4840 Bethesda Ave.
Orchard Gallery, Art & Framing, 7917 Nor-

folk Ave.
Discovery Too, 7247 Woodmont Ave.
St. Elmo’s Fire Gallery, 4928 St. Elmo Ave.
Fraser Gallery, 7700 Wisconsin Ave., Suite E
Upstairs Art Studios, 4948 St. Elmo Ave.
Gallery 360, 4836 Rugby Ave.
Urban Country, 7117 Arlington Rd.
Gallery Neptune, 4901 Cordell Ave.
Washington School of Photography, 4850

Rugby Ave.
Lenore’s Place, 7720 Wisconsin Ave.
Waverly Street Gallery, 4600 East-West Hwy.
Call 301-215-6660 or visit

www.bethesda.org.

APRIL 5 THROUGH MAY 7
Shore Houses. Pastel paintings by Jean Hirons and new work

by gallery artists. Artist’s reception is Friday, April 8 from 6 to
9 p.m. At Waverly Street Gallery. contact: Jean Hirons
jeanhirons@comcast.net or 301-340-3198. Visit
waverlystreetgallery.com.

MARCH 2-28
Metal Magic. Copper, steel, metal wall sculptures. With artists

Susana Garten, David Hubbard, Brian Jerome Murphy, Marla
Rudnick and Elizabeth Steel. A reception to meet the artists
on Sunday, March 6 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.  At The Dennis
and Phillip Ratner Museum, 10001 Old Georgetown Road,
Bethesda. Call 301-897-1518.

APRIL 21 TO MAY 19
Artist Mark Lovett. Selected into the juried show, The First

Annual Scottsdale Salon of Fine Arts, hosted by the Legacy
Gallery. Mark Lovett Studio, 4 Echo Court, Potomac. Visit
www.scottsdalesalonoffineart.com.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 27
Focus on Color. An exhibit by photographers Deborah

Gillham,  Marsha Liebl, and Judy Reisman and glass-on-metal
artist  Susana Garten. Artists’ reception Sunday, March 13
from 1 to 3 p.m. At Gallery Har Shalom, 11510  Falls Road,
Potomac, MD.  Call 301-299-7087.

NOW THROUGH MARCH 27
Expressionist Journey of Multi Media. By Vian Shamounki

Borchert. At Kentlands Mansion Gallery’s Second Floor, 320
Kent Square Road, Gaithersburg. Call 301-258-6394 for
viewing appointment.

MARCH 12-29
Exhibition of Fine Art Glass. “Emerging Voices – An Artist’s

Journey Class.” The exhibition will display for sale the works by
local artists Jennifer Carroll, Steve Gibson, Kristi Provasnik,
Eluned Schweitzer, Lynda Slayen, and Mary Wactler. Opening
Reception is Saturday, March 12 from 4-6 p.m. At The Art Glass
Center at Glen Echo, Jerry Zayde Sleph Gallery, 7300 Mac
Arthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call 301-634-2273.

Fine Arts

Vian Borchert with her work

NOW THROUGH MARCH 27
An Expressionist Journey of Multimedia. Oil paintings of

Cathy Abramson and Carolyn Jackson, and multimedia
paintings of Vian Borchert. The body of work includes
figuratives, abstracts, landscapes, and portraits. At the
Kentlands Mansion Gallery, 320 Kent Square Road,
Gaithersburg. Contact Andi Rosati at 301-258-6394 or
arosati@gaithersburgmd.gov or visit the Mansion’s web page
at www.gaithersburgmd.gov/kentlandsmansion.

MARCH 8 TO APRIL 2
International Symmetry. Photographs by Don Bandler and

New Work by Gallery Artists.  Artist’s Reception is Friday,
March 11 from 6 to 9 p.m. At Waverly Street Gallery, 4600
East-West Highway, Bethesda. Call 301-951-9441 or visit
www.waverlystreetgallery.com.

MARCH 11, 12, 13 — 18, 19, 20 — 25, 26, 27
“The Mousetrap.” Potomac Theater Company’s

production of Agatha Christie’s stage thriller, “The
Mousetrap,” is scheduled for three weekends in
March. March 11, 12, 13; March 18, 19, 20; March 25,
26, 27. Fridays and Saturdays 8 p.m., Sundays at 2
p.m. Performances at The Blair Family Center for the
Arts at the Bullis School, 10601 Falls Road, Potomac.
301-299-8571. www.potomactheatreco.org

NOW THROUGH APRIL 10
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” Performances Thursdays

and Fridays at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., and Saturdays
and Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.  It is
recommended for K – Grade 6 and runs 45 minutes.
Tickets are $10, with group rates available. Presented
by The Puppet Co. Playhouse at Glen Echo Park. For
Information and Reservations: 301-634-5380 or visit
www.thepuppetco.org

NOW THROUGH MARCH 30
“Tiny Tots @ 10.”  10 a.m. “Tiny Tots @ 10” is

designed for young children ages 0-4. The program
features master puppeteer Bob Brown. The lights stay
on, the doors stay open, and everyone has a great
time. Tickets are $5.  All individuals must have a
ticket, including babes-in-arms. Running time is 30
minutes. Email: c.piper@thepuppetco.org or visit
www.thepuppetco.org. For reservations, call 301-634-
5380.
❖ March 9  —  “Old McDonald’s Farm”
❖ March 12  —  “Panda-Monium”
❖ March 19 —   “Kooky Kreatures”
❖ March 23 —   “Second-Hand Stars”
❖ March 26  — “Baby Bear’s Birthday”
❖ March 30 — “Baby Bear’s Birthday”
❖ April 2 — “Animal Crackers”
❖ April 3 — “Dragon Bandwagon”
❖ April 6 — “Animal Crackers”
❖ April 9 — “Penguins’ Playground”
❖ April 10 — “Panda-Monium”
❖ April 20 — “Bunny Business”
❖ April 23 — “Bunny Business”
❖ April 27 — “Teddy Bear’s Picnic”
❖ April 30 — “Teddy Bear’s Picnic”

Theater
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From Page 5

News

See Seeking To Improve,  Page 11

is not placed on the community. Various so-
lutions have been discussed from drought
tolerant plantings to pavers.

“With plantings, the upkeep is too cost
prohibitive,” said Greenberg.

State Highway Administration (SHA) resi-
dent maintenance engineer Greg Edwards
is not a fan of pavers. He said they are la-
bor intensive to weed and require herbicides

to quell weed growth. “Pavers are a main-
tenance nightmare. It’s almost like the
blackcloth under the pavers gives the weeds
something to hang onto. If it was me, I’d
concrete it in,” he said.

On Monday, Feb. 28, Edwards sent a crew
to trim the plantings on the median. For the
short term, Edwards offered to have SHA’s
maintenance section remove the sea grass
and mulch the median. For the long term,
he suggested a meeting with himself; the

garden club’s median committee;
Greenberg; Bill Rosser, SHA’s landscape li-
aison; Cedric Ward, assistant engineer for
Montgomery County traffic, and Kenneth
Hartman, director of Bethesda-Chevy Chase
Regional Services to discuss options and
form a strategy for solutions.

The City of Rockville and City of
Gaithersburg have maintenance divisions to
weed, whack and water median plantings.
Since Potomac is unincorporated, there is

no such division. Edwards said he could
work with the garden club’s contractor by
providing traffic control as a community
outreach effort.

“My number one goal is not to have any-
one hurt. This has to be a safe operation all
the way,” he said, adding, “When we have
a ‘buy-in’, when the community is part of
the solution, it makes my job a lot easier

Garden Club Plays Catalyst for Median Improvements

Potomac
REAL ESTATE

Photos by Deb Stevens/The Almanac
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Address ............................. BR FB HB ...... Postal City ...... Sold Price .... Type ............ Lot AC ....... Subdivision ..... Date Sold

1  9119 BELMART RD .............. 6 ... 6 ... 2 ......... POTOMAC ....... $2,700,000 .... Detached ........... 2.00 ...... POTOMAC FALLS ..... 06/02/10

2  10704 ALLOWAY DR ............ 6 ... 7 ... 2 ......... POTOMAC ....... $2,375,000 .... Detached ........... 2.63 ...... POTOMAC FALLS ..... 10/01/10

3  10713 STANMORE DR ......... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ......... POTOMAC ....... $1,999,999 .... Detached ........... 2.00 ...... POTOMAC FALLS ..... 11/12/10

4  6 OAKLYN CT ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... POTOMAC ....... $1,525,000 .... Detached ........... 2.22 .... POTOMAC OUTSIDE ... 06/25/10

5  11008 PICASSO LN .............. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... POTOMAC ....... $1,375,000 .... Detached ........... 1.28 .... POTOMAC OUTSIDE ... 01/27/10

6  10814 ALLOWAY DR ............ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... POTOMAC ....... $1,333,360 .... Detached ........... 2.39 ...... POTOMAC FALLS ..... 07/01/10

7  6805 CANAL BRIDGE CT ...... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ......... POTOMAC ....... $1,195,500 .... Detached ........... 0.47 .... POTOMAC OUTSIDE ... 01/15/10

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

3  10713 Stanmore Drive, Potomac — $1,999,9996  10814 Alloway Drive, Potomac — $1,333,360

4  6 Oaklyn Court, Potomac — $1,525,000

2010 Sales in Potomac Falls
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For an Open House Listing Form,
call Deb Funk at 703-778-9444 or e-mail

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

OPEN HOUSES
IN POTOMAC SAT./SUN. MARCH 12 & 13

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Potomac (20854)
 14025 Gorky Dr.............................$1,299,000...Sun 2-4...........Alexa Kempel.........Wash. Fine Prop..240-678-4561
 9400 Reach Rd..............................$849,000...... Sun 2-4..........Lori Leasure ..........Wash. Fine Prop..240-498-1884
 11740 Split Tree Cir.......................$1,199,900...Sun 2-4...........Betsy Schuman......Wash. Fine Prop..301-996-8700
 10617 MacArthur .......................... $2,195,000...Sun 2-4...........Marsha Schuman...Wash. Fine Prop..301-299-9598
 14815 River Road..........................$990,000......Sun 2-4...........Marsha Schuman...Wash. Fine Prop..301-299-9598
 13647 Maidstone Dr......................$1,295,000...Sun 2-4...........Marsha Schuman...Wash. Fine Prop..301-299-9598
 9101 Rouen Ln..............................$880,000......Sun 1-4...........Hanna Wang..........BMI Realtors ....... 240-398-8102
 11805 Greenleaf Ave......................$975,000......Sun 2-4...........Diann Gottron........Long & Foster ..... 301-340-2347
 12111 Gatewater Dr.......................$659,900......Sun 1-3...........Jean Taylor ............Long & Foster ..... 301-529-3283
 12035 Great Elm............................$1,285,000...Sun 1-4...........Joanna Simeone....Long & Foster ..... 301-980-2565
 10828 Admirals Way ..................... $1,325,000...Sun 1-4...........Yasmin Ahadian.....Long & Foster ..... 301-983-1212
 11404 Falls Rd .............................. $1,399,900...Sun 1-4...........Leslie Friedson ...... Long & Foster ..... 301-455-4506
 12420 Bacall Ln.............................$1,395,000...Sun 1-4...........Caryn Gardiner ...... Long & Foster ..... 240-497-1700
 11409 Falls....................................$1,838,000...Sun 1-4...........Norman Domingo..XRealtyNET ......... 888-838-9044
 11401 Broad Green Dr...................$1,299,000...Sat 1-4............Margo Kline...........Weichert..............301-718-4080

Bethesda (20817)
 7302 Durbin Terrace......................$1,199,000...Sun 1-4...........Diane Patronas ......Long & Foster ..... 301-641-6636
 7434 Arrowood Rd........................$1,175,000...Sun 1-4...........Cheng Sithole ........T B Walsh............301-468-8919
 7400 Lakeview Dr #N203...............$210,000......Sun 1-4...........Jim Thomas...........Re/Max 2000.......301-881-1700

North Potomac (20878)
 3 Forest Ridge Ct...........................$749,000......Sun 1-4...........Margie Halem........Long & Foster ..... 301-775-4196
 164 Treehaven St...........................$1,099,000...Sun 1-4...........Diane Faulkner.......Weichert..............301-610-6444
 28 Redding Ridge Dr .....................$629,900......Sun 2-4...........Guoying Li.............Jobin...................301-523-0028

Rockville (20850, 20852)
 511 Oak Knoll Dr ...........................$525,000......Sun 1-4...........Marty Resnick........ReMax 2000.......301-442-6991
14131 Chinkapin Dr........................$1,150,000...Sun 1-4...........Margie Halem........Long & Foster ..... 301-775-4196
 502 King Farm Blvd., #205 ............ $359,000......Sun 1-4........... Leslie Friedson ..... Long & Foster ..... 301-455-4506
 4 Monterra Court...........................$1,199,000...Sun 1-4...........Leslie Friedson ...... Long & Foster ..... 301-455-4506
 702 Beall Ave.................................$769,000......Sun 2-5...........Daniel Mushala......Fusion Realty.......301-560-6700
 11800 Old Georgetown Rd #1428..$459,920......Sat/Sun 11-6 ..Bob Lucido............Toll MD................410-979-6024
 11800 Old Georgetown Rd #1227..$439,780......Sat/Sun 11-6 ..Bob Lucido............Toll MD................410-979-6024
 11800 Old Georgetown Rd #1310..$419,885......Sat/Sun 11-6 ..Bob Lucido............Toll MD................410-979-6024
 11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2316..$393,395......Sat/Sun 11-6 ..Bob Lucido............Toll MD................410-979-6024
 11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2208..$338,720......Sat/Sun 11-6 ..Bob Lucido............Toll MD................410-979-6024
 11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2424..$395,890......Sat/Sun 11-6 ..Bob Lucido............Toll MD................410-979-6024
 11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2515..$519,790......Sat/Sun 11-6 ..Bob Lucido............Toll MD................410-979-6024
 4 Tapiola Ct ................................... $535,000......Sun 1-4...........Paul Nam...............Weichert..............301-718-4100

10617 MacArthur Boulevard, Potomac (20854)
$2,195,000 • Open Sunday 2–4 p.m. Marsha Schuman,

Washington Fine Properties, 301-299-9598

Sports
Free-

lancer
Oppor-
tunity

The Potomac
Almanac is
looking for
one or two
writers to
cover one or
two high
school sports
events a
week. Write
interesting
sports and
recreation
feature sto-
ries as well.
On-the-beat
training,
nominal pay
per story.
Please send
resume,
statement of
interest, to
Jon Roetman,
jroetman
@connection
news
papers.com.

From Page 10

News

See Springing Forward,  Page 13

Club Seeks To Improve Median
because they have ownership in the outcome. This

is not insurmountable.”
LFGC hopes to get the green light on its beautifi-

cation project. “At the end of the day, it might be the
garden club coming to the Chamber or the Chamber
pitching in and making this a joint project. I think,
between the Chamber and other donations, we can

raise the money to get the project done,” said
Greenberg.

Keyser added, “Any donation large or small would
be appreciated.”

Jennifer Matheson, director of operations for
Potomac’s Chamber of Commerce said, “If you care
to get involved or donate to the median project,
please contact the Potomac Chamber of Commerce
at 301-299-2170.”

By Danielle Collins

For the Almanac

A
h, spring, the season that seems to sneak
up on us from out of nowhere, letting us
shed our winter layers and venture out
into warm weather once again. As the tem-

perature rises, the birds chirp and we start shopping
once again for shorts and tank tops; we embrace the
activities and experiences that are trademarks of
spring. Be it sports, outdoor activities or simply
lighter clothing, everybody is already getting excited
for the new season. So Churchill students, what are
you most excited about for spring?

For many students, spring means a new season of
sports and various activities that mark the start of
the new season. Freshman Shira Rodman is “look-
ing forward to spring because I play spring sports. I

play soccer and this year, I am try-
ing out for the Churchill lacrosse
team. Getting back outside to
play with my teams will be really
fun. Also, I love running on the
canal during the spring. It is re-
ally pretty and great exercise.”

Adela Miller, a senior, says she
loves spring because “I play on
the Churchill soccer team. Prac-

ticing outside is really nice, and it is fun to bond
with the team and get back into the soccer season. I
also go to the cherry blossom festival in Washington
D.C. each spring with my family, which is a great
memory for all of us. It looks so pretty and we have
a great time spending the day downtown.”

Students Spring Forward
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Sports
Potomac Almanac Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

Whitman Girls
Fall in Semifinals

The No. 5 Whitman girls basketball team
reached the 4A West Region semifinals, but
fell to undefeated top-seed Gaithersburg,
81-39, on March 3. Gaithersburg went on
to win its second consecutive region cham-
pionship.

Whitman finished the season with a 17-8
record, including a 10-0 start.

Churchill Season
Ends in Semifinals

The best season in 32 years for the
Churchill boys basketball team came to an

abrupt end as the third-seeded Bulldogs
dropped a hard-fought 62-55 decision to
second-seeded Magruder in the MPSSAA 4A
West Regional semifinals on March 2. With
the defeat, Churchill ends the 2010-11 sea-
son with an 18-6 record that included the
school’s first Montgomery County 4A West
Division championship in 32 years.

“I am very proud of our team tonight,”
head coach Matt Miller said. “We battled
right to the end and the kids left everything
they had on the floor. In the end, they
[Magruder] made more plays and shots
than we did at critical junctures in the
fourth quarter and deserved to win. Give
them credit but give our kids credit too be-
cause we were right there with a chance to
win ... it just didn’t happen for us tonight.

“It was a very tough locker room after the

game because I know how hard and deter-
mined the kids were this evening. I wish it
had turned out better for us. But when the
sting of this loss starts to pass in the com-
ing days and weeks, I think our kids will
realize they had one heck of a year, a year
nobody predicted.”

The Bulldogs were led in defeat by junior
forward Thomas Geenen (14 points and 13
rebounds), junior center Kyle Edwards (11
points and nine rebounds), senior guard
Will Lewis (10 points and two 3-pointers)
and junior guard Christian Bonaparte (eight
points, five rebounds and four assists).

“I want to once again recognize our se-
niors,” Miller said. “What they accomplished
over their career at Churchill is nothing
short of amazing. To start 0-18 as freshmen
and then win 18 varsity games and be just

a few plays away from a state regional fi-
nal as seniors is nothing short of remark-
able. We are going to miss Will [Lewis],
Jordan [Bass], and Jesse [Simon] because
they have contributed so much to this pro-
gram. But they have left a legacy around
here as the senior class that laid the foun-
dation for Churchill to achieve new heights
in the future. I am thankful that I’ve had
the opportunity to coach these young men.”

Sports Updates
On Twitter

Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on
Twitter at @jonroetman for sports updates
around Montgomery County and Northern
Virginia.

By Jon Roetman

The Almanac

L
eeda Jewayni was on her way out
of Northwest High School in
Germantown on March 3 when
the Churchill senior stopped to

answer a reporter’s questions. Jewayni’s
Bulldogs had just lost to the Jaguars, 52-
31, in the 4A West Region semifinals, end-
ing their season.

With disappointment still visible in her
eyes, Jewayni talked about her high school
career coming to a close.

“I’m about to cry. Obviously, I’m sad [and]
I’m kind of in disbelief,” said the teary-eyed
guard before taking a moment to compose
herself. “… That’s what I’m going to miss
the most — I’m going to miss my team. It’s
hitting me that I’m not going to play with
these girls ever again. … I spent most of
my hours at the gym after school with these
girls. They’re pretty much my family.”

Churchill entered Thursday’s contest on
a four-game winning streak, scoring more
than 50 points in each contest. The Bull-
dogs, who received the No. 11 seed at ran-
dom in the 4A West Region, defeated No. 6
Paint Branch, 51-35, in the opening round
and upset No. 3 Springbrook, 58-51, in the
quarterfinals. However, against No. 2 North-
west, Churchill’s offensive attack ran out of
ammunition. The Bulldogs were held to
single digits until back-to-back baskets by
Shira Racoosin in the final 15 seconds of
the first half cut the Bulldogs’ deficit to
seven at 18-11. Churchill trailed 35-20 af-
ter three quarters and by as many as 26
points in the second half.

Racoosin led Churchill with 12 points off
the bench. The victory was Northwest’s 19th
in row, including three wins against the
Bulldogs.

“Our goal was to hold them to around 50
points and we did — we just could not
score,” second-year Churchill head coach
Kate McMahon said. “I’ve got to give Shira
credit. She hung in there; she came in off
the bench and was a great spark for us on

offense. But other than that, we’re not a
30-point scoring team. It just did not
happen tonight. …

“We’ve been shooting hot for the last
three weeks. It ended tonight, that’s the
story. Unfortunately, that’s the way it
goes. Sometimes you’re hot, sometimes
you’re just not and we were not tonight.”

Northwest held Jewayni to seven
points. She scored 16 points with a pair
of 3-pointers during the opening-round
win over Paint Branch and connected on
a trio of treys en route to 20 points
against Springbrook. Jewayni was one of
Churchill’s most potent offensive threats
throughout the season, but her contribu-
tions to the Bulldogs ran deeper than the
3-pointers she buried on the court.

“Leeda is just a phenomenal kid,”
McMahon said. “She leaves it all out on the
floor. She gives every little bit of energy

[and] heart [she has], and she’s also tal-
ented. I really couldn’t say enough about her
because she’s a great kid. She leads the team
in more ways than one can see from just
watching her in a game. I have no reserva-
tions saying that she is the leader of the team

and she shows it day after day after day.”
Jewayni said she plans to move to Cali-

fornia with her family and hopes to attend
California-Berkeley or UCLA.

Seniors Giulia Giannangeli and Molly
Coleman also suited up for Churchill for the
final time.

Junior post Sarafina Arthur-Williams
scored 10 points and grabbed 17 rebounds
for Churchill, giving her a double-double
in each of the Bulldogs’ playoff games. She
scored 19 points and grabbed 17 rebounds
against Springbrook, finished with 15 points
and 16 boards against Paint Branch and fig-
ures to play a key role next season.

While Arthur-Williams has a bright future,
the junior was emotional about the idea of
no longer playing with Jewayni and
Giannangeli.

“It’s not even about losing the game —
it’s people I’ve been with since I first came
to Churchill,” Arthur-Williams said. “… It’s
just a lot of emotions. … I need to become
a leader and really work hard to motivate
my team and make sure they know that we
can do anything we put our mind to, even
if our opponent may be better.”

McMahon said she’s confident Arthur-
Williams will continue to work on her game.

“I’m very excited,” the coach said. “If
Sarafina improves as much as she did in
the last offseason this year, watch out.”

Churchill will return the majority of its
roster next season, led by juniors Arthur-
Williams, Jill Beauregard and Kim Deausen,
and sophomores Racoosin and Katie
Jenkins.

The Bulldogs ended the 2010-11 season
with a 15-10 record and reached the region
semifinals for the second consecutive year.

“There’s nothing to be ashamed of with a
15-win season,” McMahon said. “Our se-
niors had over 60 wins in their career as
four-year players. My expectations were still
high and I think we’re looking good for next
year. … This year was more fun. I had a
great first year, [but] this group is awesome
to work with and that’s what makes it so
special.”

Churchill Girls End Season with Semifinal Loss
Jewayni’s career comes to a close, Arthur-Williams a key component moving forward.

Senior guard Leeda Jewayni and
the Churchill girls basketball team
ended their season with a loss to
Northwest in the region semifinal
on March 3.

Junior post Sarafina Arthur-Will-
iams had a double-double in each
of Churchill’s three regional play-
off games, averaging 15 points and
17 rebounds.

Sports Briefs
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“There’s nothing to be
ashamed of with a 15-win
season. … My
expectations were still high
and I think we’re looking
good for next year.”
— Churchill head girls basketball coach

Kate McMahon
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From Page 11

From Page 3

News

derer in their midst.
Mellicent Singham who plays

Mrs. Boyle feels the play “trans-
ports you to a time that is almost
forgotten. You can see how people
lived in the 1950s. The setting is a
guest house full of eccentric
people. Each character has a small
part of ourselves exemplified. The
action builds suspense until it gets
scarier and scarier. That’s very cap-
tivating and people love it when
their hearts race. Agatha Christie
has a good way of developing
characters and thinks about each
person — where they’ve come
from and where they end up. The
play is a tried and true piece that
is not too outlandish or shocking.”

Karen Winokur who plays Miss
Casewell agrees the play is “a clas-
sic murder mystery filled with red
herrings and surprises. No one
knows who the murderer is be-
cause each character acts guilty. It
is entertaining and appeals to all
ages. Community theater is so
important because it brings the

arts into our neighborhoods and
towns. If you can’t get downtown
to the Kennedy Center, you can see
a quality production in your own
backyard.”

Joseph Bissex who plays Giles
Ralston feels “Agatha Christie sto-
ries always have a twist when you
least expect it. You don’t know
‘whodunit’ until the end of the
play. It is fun to play because you
are in the know but as a character
you look around and wonder
‘whodunit’ too. There is something
about live theater that is irreplace-
able. I love crafting the character
with little details such as voice,
posture, details and movements.”

Tony Pisarra who plays Detec-

tive Sergeant Trotter feels “this is
a play that a lot of people have
heard of but have never seen. It is
an old style’ whodunit’ with plenty
of drama and a lot of humor mixed
in. Our cast has several Potomac
Theatre Company veterans as well
as actors new to Montgomery
County. It is always fun to meet
the audience after the show and
this time we will get to hear what
clues they thought along the way

and if they guessed ‘whodunit’.”
Natalie McManus who plays

Mollie Ralston “enjoyed working
with the cast. We really jelled. The
audience is in for a real treat. It is
a fun play with tiny bits of humor
tucked away with lots of suspense.
It will be a fun evening.”

Director Barry Hoffman feels
“fortunate that we were able to
attract the quality of actors we did.
The cast is wonderful. They have

Potomac Theatre Company Sets Up ‘The Mousetrap’

Mellicent
Singham

Joseph
Bissex

Sam
Hauslohner

Natalie
McManus

Karen
Winokur

Brian
Dettling

Marc Rehr Tony Pisarra

Sophomore Eric Rigaux says, “I
am looking forward to Churchill’s
annual ‘Blast’ production, which
takes place each spring. It’s com-
ing up soon, and rehearsals will
get pretty crazy during tech week.
Hanging out with my friends at
practices and getting to put on
another performance is really fun
for everyone. Also, I love going on
bike rides during the spring. It’s
nice to be outdoors after the long
winter.”

Other students are excited over
the prospect of leaving puffy win-
ter jackets behind and pulling out
new spring clothes to wear in the
warm weather. Freshman Carly
Raizon says, “Spring is great be-
cause winter weather ends and
people stop wearing heavy jackets
and start wearing shorts. I also
can’t wait for spring break com-
ing up, I am going to South Africa
to visit my family.”

SIMILARLY, sophomore Matt
Balfour loves spring because of the
warm weather. “I hate the cold, so
I am getting excited for sunny days
and higher temperatures. We’ve
had too much snow this year!”

Meg Murphy, a senior, “can’t
wait for spring so I can get out-
side and walk my dog. The warm
weather is great and it really

brings a lot of people back outside.
I’m looking forward to wearing
spring clothes like sundresses as
soon as spring fully arrives. Spring
shopping is a lot of fun.!”

Some seniors also commented
on the college admissions deci-
sions that will be released this
spring. Yuriy Korolev, a senior,
says, “Seniors will be hearing back
from colleges soon, which is kind
of scary but also exciting. It will
be great to see where everyone in
the grade is going to school next
year.”

Meg Murphy agreed, saying
that, “College admission decisions
for seniors are coming out soon,
which is both exciting and nerve
wracking. But, it will be nice to
hear where people are choosing
for school next year.”

As for me, spring is a time to
take my dog for runs on the canal
and take to the Billy Goat Trail for
some weekend exercise. Like
Adela, my family also has a yearly
tradition of visiting the cherry
blossom festival downtown, where
we enjoy an afternoon of beauti-
ful flowers and a delicious lunch
together.

But whatever your spring tradi-
tions or anticipations are, the sea-
son will be here before you know
it. And as for you seniors waiting
for those college acceptance letter,
good luck!

Springing Forward

worked really hard on their per-
formance and lines. They worked
with a dialect coach, Siobhan King,
to perfect their accents. We have
an excellent set designer and a
Bullis student is helping to run the
lights. We are reaching out to our
community. We have more perfor-
mances for this show so hopefully
word of mouth will build. Come
and tell your friends but don’t tell
them ‘whodunit.’ “

“It is a fun play with
tiny bits of humor
tucked away with
lots of suspense.”

— Natalie McManus

When & Where
“The Mousetrap” is produced and

directed by Barry Hoffman. The
show will run weekends March 11-
27, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
(except Saturday, March 12 when
the show starts at 7 p.m. with a
meet-the-cast party afterwards). The
Sunday shows start at 2 p.m.

There will be a special pay what-
you-can preview show on Thursday,
March 10 at 8 p.m.

The Blair Family Center for the
Arts is located at Bullis School 10601
Falls Road, Potomac. For reserva-
tions call and leave a message at
301-299-8571. For more information
go to www.potomactheatreco.org
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EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic gardener, 

Speaks French & English.
Fall Cleanup, weeding, planting, edging, 

mulching, maintenance. 
Excellent Potomac references.

301-980-8258

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Two years ago, on February 27, 2009, after
two months of medical testing and emotional
upheaval which began innocently enough (isn’t
it always?) with with a migrating pain in my
side/rib cage and some difficulty breathing/
inhaling, I was informed I had stage IV lung can-
cer; “Not curable, but treatable,” according to
my oncologist (my new best friend). My progno-
sis was grim: “13 months to two years,” as many
of you regular readers know. My reaction to this
news was shock, to say the obvious; and fear, to
say the truth. What has transpired since has
been written about in this space nearly every
week beginning June, 2009, when I first went
public with my diagnosis/prognosis: “Dying To
Tell You” was the column which wrote out the
facts, as I understood them.

 I have thought about - and certainly wrote
about - today’s date, 2/27/2011, my two-year
anniversary (some anniversary), for as long as
I’ve been indulging myself - and perhaps some
of you readers as well, with the trials and tribu-
lations of my journey to hell - and back: chemo-
therapy in particular, life as a terminal cancer
patient in general. I have learned a lot - and
seen a lot. In these past two years I have known
of five people in our social circle who have
been diagnosed with cancer (three with lung
cancer) who have already died. As a result, I
have attended funerals, wakes and Shiva’s and
made charitable contributions honoring their
memory. I have been as involved with death
and dying as I have been with life and living.
I’ve had my moments to be sure, but overall,
I’ve managed to find a methodology to this
madness, though it hasn’t been easy.

I have been fortunate, however. I have toler-
ated all the treatment protocols that my oncolo-
gist has recommended. After my main chemo-
therapy was completed I was accepted into a
Phase II FDA study - and actually received the
medication, not the placebo. Moreover, as part
of my acceptance and participation in that
study, I was more closely monitored/examined
and scanned than had I not been so involved
and felt, as a direct result, that my health care
was proactive rather than reactive, a much pre-
ferred alternative according to most educated
opinions expressed about such matters.

And it has mattered - in my head, anyway.
And by that I mean, psychologi-
cally/emotionally. I don’t feel (and haven’t felt)
that I’m on my own in this pursuit (family and
friends notwithstanding). I’ve had regular and
recurring interaction with my doctor and all the
oncology nurses treating me. Throughout this
process, I have been encouraged to stay con-
nected to all of them as often - and whenever -
I felt the need. As a result, I have felt part of
something that was bigger and better than me,
and perhaps that inclusion has given me the
confidence and wherewithal to fight this battle
and ultimately outlive my original prognosis. As
of this Feb. 27, 2011 date, I am officially an
exception, an aberration, a statistical anomaly; a
patient who has not succumbed to his disease,
at least as originally projected by his oncologist.
(In fairness, with respect to these sorts of time
line projections, my doctor did say he was
wrong all the time, and hoped he would be this
time as well.)

Now that I’ve made it this far, is death more
inevitable than it ever was?. Perhaps not. But as
significant a date on my calendar as this Feb.
27, 2011 is - and has been, now that it’s here
(and I am, too), and I’ve written about its arri-
val, my feeling going forward is, the less said
about it, the better. I don’t want anybody in a
position of authority/control to be alerted to my
existence. I want to keep a low profile and fly
under the radar so that any entity who’s
omnipotent, won’t realize the mistake he’s
made: I’m alive and doing pretty well. (I realize
there are no guarantees here, but I don’t want
to mess with what success I’ve had, diagnosis-
to-date. In fact, I wish this column would self-
destruct.) Next week: “February 28, 2011.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

February
27, 2011

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”
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News

Early Dialogue Was
Needed on Brickyard

To the Editor:
Last week, I was asked if I knew that the

Board of Education was considering a lease with
the County or if I was aware of today’s agenda
item. I answered that I did not.

Another email reminded me that I did attend
a meeting over a year ago (March 5, 2010) be-
tween the then Development Review Division
Chief, Rose Krasnow and some County officials,
at which the Brickyard site was discussed.

I recollect outlining the history of the site,
stating that if the school was declared surplus,
there would be local opposition to the use of
the land for meeting recreation needs if it meant
the removal of the certified organic producer.
As we always do to with either the public or
private sector, Planning staff emphasized that
it was absolutely critical to have a dialogue with
the Brickyard Road citizens group and the West
Montgomery County Citizens Association be-
fore any decisions were formalized, and that
public reaction to agenda items or notices that
decisions had already been taken would be
overwhelmingly negative.

The meeting was over a year ago, and as far
as I am aware the site has not been declared
surplus, and there has been no circulation to
other Departments or agencies requesting ex-
pressions of interest, so this development comes
as a surprise.

Also note that if say, housing, is recom-
mended by a Master Plan, it does not remove
the obligation for a developer to consult the
public regarding a subdivision before it goes to
the Planning Board.

Similarly, MCPS is very good at consulting
the public on facility planning before it sub-
mits a mandatory referral for a Master Planned
school. Citizens want and need a voice on the
details and timing of change as well as the type
of future land use in their local neighborhoods.

Apart from the public notice issue, we did
raise several concerns.

Soccer games have 11 players per team, up
to 7 substitutes per team, and 3 officials, for a
total of 39 individuals. Assuming the same of-
ficials, the next game has potentially 36 indi-
viduals arriving while the first game is being
played. The parking standard for Soccerplex in
Germantown is therefore 70 parking places per
field, to accommodate overlap.

Stormwater management is required, and a
sewer category change for changing/rest rooms
as the site is outside the approved sewer ser-
vice envelope.  (The site abuts the envelope, so
approval would be pro forma).  Public consul-
tation, design, review and the approval process
all take time, so it appears that Mr. Maravell’s
lease could have been extended at least through
the growing season.

The timing is especially unfortunate, as it co-
incides with Bruce Adam’s sustainable commu-
nity food system initiative, the Commission’s
agricultural incubator efforts, and current ef-
forts to produce more local food in urban ar-
eas.

Callum Murray
Team Leader for Potomac

Montgomery County Park and Planning

Letter

organizations got the news via email and
word of mouth after that.

“THIS IS NOT Montgomery County at its
best,” said Berliner. “We do pride ourselves
on process and transparency,” and this pro-
cess is falling short on both counts. Berliner
sent a letter last week calling for the Board
of Education to delay the scheduled vote,
and added that he would have expected to
be briefed on such a proposal as the
councilmember for the area.

Environmentalists, organic food advo-
cates, neighbors and others attended the
meeting to push for a delay in the vote.

Montgomery Soccer Inc., one of the or-
ganizations likely to seek to be an operator
of the site, sent an email on Monday en-
couraging its many members to contact of-
ficials to go ahead with the plan. “This is a
rare opportunity to provide more and im-
proved conditions for our children, and
should not be missed,” wrote Doug
Schuessler, executive director of MSI, in an
email to MSI parents.

Because the property belongs to the
schools, during the Potomac Master Plan
process and other discussions about possible
uses, local residents were assured that noth-
ing would go forward unless the Board of
Education declared that the property was
surplus; that is, it would never be needed
for a school. But with no public notice, the
Board of Education is circumventing that
process by leasing the property to the
county with the understanding that it can
get it back if it is needed for a school in the
future.

“Tuesday will be the approval of a lease
that no one has seen,” said Janis Sartucci,
a Potomac resident and head of a schools
watchdog group. “This deal is further down
the road than the public knows.” Sartucci
filed a complaint on Friday, March 4 with
the state Open Meetings Compliance Board
because there is no evidence that the Board
of Education discussed this even though the
current agenda item says it has been in the
works since at least 2009.

Tuesday’s vote did make an allowance for
Nick Maravell to continue farming the prop-
erty through the current growing season.

THE COUNTY HASN’T publicized or
sought input on the plan, which has been
in the works for some time, because they
won’t be in control of the property until af-
ter Tuesday’s vote, said Patrick Lacefield,
director of the county Department of Pub-
lic Information. Lacefield said that several
organizations are interested in bidding on
the opportunity to develop and maintain the
fields.

The school system was not required to
have public hearings because youth soccer
is a similar use as a school, Lacefield said.

“The county executive has been looking
for some time to expand the amount of soc-
cer field time down county. Bethesda and
Potomac have the highest percentage of
soccer players,” Lacefield said, noting that
the property has been proposed for a school

or affordable housing and that the Potomac
Master Plan suggests it could be developed
for other recreational uses including
ballfields if it was not needed for a school.

But that language does not absolve the
county of engaging residents, said Murray:
“If say, housing, is recommended by a Mas-
ter Plan, it does not remove the obligation
for a developer to consult the public regard-
ing a subdivision before it goes to the Plan-
ning Board.”

THE COUNTY WILL have meetings with
the community, holding several meetings
before issuing a request for proposal, said
David Dise of county General Services at
the board meeting. Dise said the property
could hold four soccer fields, but that the
final number would depend on the proposal
from a contractor. He also said that the
county would not seek synthetic turf,
lighted fields or a sound system on the prop-
erty.

It isn’t clear whether park and planning
would have oversight of the project beyond
a review and recommendation.

“It would need mandatory referral and
come to park and planning for review, but
the board’s recommendation is advisory,”
said Murray.

“We’ll see what comes back to us” in the
proposals for number of fields, amount of
parking, etc., Lacefield said. “I expect that
we’re going to have some robust discussion
about this.” But apparently the county has
already decided to pursue soccer fields
above other uses without any public com-
ment.

In a statement later, Lacefield said that
the proposal would not seek to have syn-
thetic turf or lighted fields.

“This will have a major impact on my op-
eration,” said Maravell, who was recently

appointed by Agriculture Sec-
retary Tom Vilsack to the Na-
tional Organic Standards
Board. “This is the only place I
can raise corn and soybean
seed free from genetic contami-
nation.”

He has other farmland in
Frederick County, but the prox-
imity of commercial farms
means that he cannot guaran-
tee the corn and soybean seeds
would be GMO pollen-free.

Maravell and Barnes of West
Montgomery County Citizens
Association also raised environ-
mental concerns, including
fears for effects on adjacent
wells and streams, especially if
there is a possibility of using
synthetic turf fields. Currently
there is a moratorium on new
synthetic turf fields in the
county while a committee con-
siders some of the environmen-
tal concerns.

Berliner says Maravell has
been treated shabbily.

There are plans for other new
soccer fields in Potomac, one at

Glen and Travilah roads and also
at Potomac Community Center.

The field at the community cen-
ter will be maintained as grass,
not synthetic turf, said Gabriel
Albornoz, director of the county’s
recreation department.

The sports community has been
articulating the need for more
“rectangular multipurpose fields”
downcounty some time, Albornoz
said, leading to creative ideas on
how to expand use of existing
fields and develop new fields. One
approach is “adopt-a-field” in
which the County would retain
ultimate authority, but an organi-
zation would maintain and water
an existing field, like the one at
Potomac Community Center, in
exchange for preferred use.

But the plans for the Brickyard
site are more extensive, and will
depend on what is proposed by
potential private partners said
both Lacefield and Albornoz.

“Before any vote takes place be-
fore the School Board, we would
expect to be informed about a
project that will likely have a huge
impact on the entire Potomac
community,” said Barnes of West
Montgomery. She has written to
County Executive Ike Leggett and
to members of the Board of Edu-
cation asking that the vote on the
lease be postponed. “At the very
least, we deserve appropriate no-
tice, complete information, ad-
equate discussion and input from
the affected neighborhoods and a
public process that respects and
prepares our community instead
of sneaking up on it.”

Outrage Grows over Field Decision

Nick Maravell on his organic,
genetically-modified-organism-free
farm. He leases the land from
Montgomery County Public
Schools, which told him last week
his lease will be terminated to turn
the land over to the county to
develop soccer fields.
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