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HAIL DAMAGE
Dear Homeowner:
If you live in Northern Virginia, your siding and perhaps your roof
and gutters may have been damaged by recent hailstorms. Locally
based Wadden Construction, insurance replacement specialists for
the past 15 years, has helped thousands of residents with their dam-
age claims.  If your home has hail damage, you may be entitled to a
combination of a new roof, gutters and complete wrap of your home
with a quality vinyl product.

The damage to the siding appears as indentations ranging from pea
size to quarter size.  The pea size dents are difficult to see without a
trained eye.  So please do not dismiss this letter if you cannot see the
damage, as practically every home in your area was hit by hail.  You
may have damage and not even known it.  Whatever the size, you
may indeed be entitled to a complete vinyl wrap of your home.

Not all siding and Roofing products are created equal. Wadden
Construction, PREFERRED CONTRACTOR FOR NORANDEX and
CERTAINTEED, is proud to use the Norandex Sagebrush (.050) the
thickest vinyl siding on the market, and the Certainteed Landmark
Lifetime warranty Architectural shingle.

Please call Wadden Construction at
(703) 641-0171

For a FREE Inspection
VA Contractor License #2705-056733

703-471-7120
Our Technicians are our employees

681 Spring Street, Herndon
Same Location 40 Years • In Business 47 Years
Around the corner from the Ice House • Across the street from the Fire Station

Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thur & Fri - 9-6, Wed - 9-5, Sat - 9-3

ORIENTAL
RUG SALE

www.RobertsCarpets.com

Hand-knotted, Persian, Pakistan and India

Oriental Rug Cleaning
Washed at Our Location

Wall-to-Wall Carpet
Hardwood Flooring

on SALE

20% OFF
Expires 3/23/11

• Reweaving • New Fringes
• Repairs of all types of Oriental

Rugs • All repairs

No Interest
Financing for

6 Months

Experience the hospitality that made Ireland famousExperience the hospitality that made Ireland famous

754 Elden Street, Suite 102
Herndon VA 20170

703-464-0522 (pub) • 703-464-5922 (fax)
http://www.osullivansirishpub.com

WEEKEND BRUNCH
The Best Irish Breakfast in Town!
Enjoy our generous servings of eggs,
Irish rashers, black & white pudding,
Irish sausages, Irish beans, home fries

and fried tomato.

SPORTS ON 5 HDTV’s
Hockey, Europeans Sports,

College Games & More!

When you are looking for a quick but satisfying lunch
or a hearty, enjoyable dinner our menu has something for everyone.

From the largest of appetites to the most refined palates,
you’ll appreciate the Irish favorites as well as American

pub fare classics found at O’Sullivan’s Irish Pub.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Music, Trivia, Darts and more
• Music three nights a week.
• Live Trivia Night
• Dart Tournaments
• Irish Music Sessions

Outdoor Seating
Available!

Open until 2 AM
Seven Days Week

Join us St. Patricks Day
March 17th!

• Open at 8am & serving out Full Brunch menu until 11 am
• 11 am offering Our Special St Patrick Day Menu,
   including all your favorite Irish Dishes
• Live Music, playing from 12 noon - last call:
   Gael in The Harbor, John Durant & Son
   & The Michael Patrick Band
• Irish Dancers, Bag Pipers, Give Aways & more!www.facebook.com/Osullivansherndon
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News

See Film,  Page 5

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Walker Nature Edu
cation Center hosted
the first edition of Sus
tainable Reston’s envi-

ronmental film series March 11,
which featured “The End of Sub-
urbia.” The 2004 documentary
studied the history of suburban de-
velopment and examined how sus-
tainable it is in a future where oil
and other fossil fuels are reaching
their peak production.

The event also featured a group
of speakers who are involved in
planning the future of Reston.

“Future development is all about
walkability and redefining how we
think about density,” said Jason
Hartke of the U.S. Green Building
Council. Hartke is also a Reston
resident. “I think with the arrival
of Metro, Reston will be rated very
highly.”

The film explained how the sub-
urbs were based on the need for
country living for people who
worked in a city. But since suburbs
were designed for primarily auto-
mobile use, the constant develop-
ment has only created a greater
thirst for oil.

One of the sticking points of the
film was how wasteful strip malls
are. With only single story build-
ings and large parking lots, they
take up space that would be bet-
ter used with mixed-use buildings

that feature retail, office and resi-
dential together.

“In the planning process, we’re
striving to keep this community
relevant by creating dense, mixed-
use development around the
Metro,” said Nick Bauer, a mem-
ber of the Reston Master Plan Spe-
cial Study Task Force. “We have the
opportunity to shape that kind of
development.”

Leon Kolankiewicz of Reston,
who has worked in the past as an
environmental planner, says the
film was a little out of date, espe-
cially when predicting that deple-
tion of natural gas resources
would make it irrelevant.

“Natural gas production has
been going up these past seven
years, though it’s a pipe dream to

think it will continue,” he said.
“But it can be a transition to other
technologies and it is the cleanest
of fossil fuels. There are exciting
things happening with solar
power, they’re coming up with
better receptors all the time, and
the geothermal systems, like the
one here at the Nature House, are
just brilliant.”

The film sparked a discussion
among audience members about
the future of development in
Reston. James Carr, who currently
lives in Reston but is trying to build
a house in Vienna that will have
zero net energy consumption, said
that the challenge in the future
will be trying to combat home en-
ergy costs.

“What happens when electricity
bills are higher than your rent?”
he said. “The challenge we have
in Reston is, how can we become
more efficient in the way we build
houses? Because of all the trees in
Reston, it can be much harder to
build a more efficient house than
it would be in other communities
with open space.”

He described how the roof if his
townhouse wasn’t very energy ef-
ficient, and the position of his
house wasn’t good for saving en-
ergy. Most net zero buildings are
specifically aligned to take advan-
tage of wind flow and sunlight di-
rection to naturally heat and cool
the house.

Hartke said he hoped in the fu-
ture that energy saving technology
would increase home value, mak-
ing it more of a necessity for
homeowners.

“When you’re selling a house,
things like granite countertops in-
crease the value, but there is no
difference in the value of a home

Del. Ken Plum (D-36) answers questions at the Walker Nature Education Center March
11 about the future of environmental legislation in the 36th district and around the
state.

Green Screening at Nature House
Sustainable
Reston kicks off
Environmental
Film Series.

Nick Bauer, a member of
the Reston Master Plan
Special Study Task Force,
speaks on the future of
environmentally friendly
development in Reston at
the Walker Nature Educa-
tion Center March 11.
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RA Candidates Debate: How do you
view RA and the RA Board’s role?

Cheryl Beamer, Hunters Wood/Dogwood can-
didate

“Reston Association is well positioned to fill that
leadership role with an elected Board that parallels
a Town Council and the equivalent of a city man-
ager in our CEO, Milton Matthews, who, in fact,
was formerly a city manager before coming to RA.
All RA needs is an Urban Planning department with
dedicated staff specializing in land use and trans-
portation planning in the same way we have a
Parks and Recreation Department dedicated to
managing our recreational assets. It takes full-time
staff to achieve the accountability and control
needed to effectively influence the massive changes

Metro development will bring.”

Victor Van Rees, Hunters Wood/Dogwood
candidate

“Ideally, I’d like to see RA and homeowner asso-
ciations as a partnership or co-op, working together
to provide the best service at an affordable cost,
protecting the interest of members, homeowners,
homeowner groups and apartment renters. As a
partnership RA could negotiate large contracts for
trash hauling and/or snow removal, or large pur-
chases, for say, child-friendly mulch for tot lots.
HOAs could sign their own contracts, but benefit
from a more powerful bargaining position. I would
love to see RA empower HOAs with subsidies to
improve common areas, enhance cluster paths that

connect RA to pathways and provide assistance for fixed income owners in
making home improvements.”

Donovan D’Souza, At-Large candidate
“The RA has a duty to be the voice of the com-

munity it represents. It’s not a bureaucracy or a
dictatorship, but a nonprofit set up to serve the
residents. We need to stay true to that goal, includ-
ing the residents in the decision-making process
and playing an active and even aggressive role in
doing that.”

John E. George, At-Large candidate
“It’s a community association as well as a quasi-

government. The structure we have is classic
community association, but we do more things than
just a community association. Our Parks and Rec-
reation is the same size and same budget as some
counties in Virginia. The structure may be like a
community association, but we provide many gov-
ernment services like towns and cities.”

Jason Carlo, At-Large candidate
“I see it primarily as a property association, but

if done properly and consistently, can serve things
beyond that definition. As a cluster, we found ways
to introduce neighbors to each other, which helped
develop co-ops to talk about home improvement
ideas and handymen networks… all the trust and
comfort that comes with doing more than just
mowing lawns. The Reston Association can take an
active role, and I think they have, not just manag-
ing tennis courts but providing environmental
education. I would like to see that continue, to
continue to make Reston a great place to live.”

Andrew Sigle, At-Large candidate
“A hybrid. RA has components of both functions,

its main duty is to uphold the quality of life for
Reston residents and enhance property values via
the covenants and design process, as well as by
providing community amenities. It also acts in
many ways as the local government by providing
an elected body to lobby other governmental agen-
cies towards the benefit of Reston… the RA
provides the county with a unified voice of Reston
residents while the county provides Reston with
many basic governmental functions.”

— Alex McVeigh
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our mobile
kitchen and bathroom showroom and design center!!

Tax Season Special!

(Offer Expires 2/15/11)

$6850
(5x7) Tub Bathroom Remodel:

• Granite countertop
• Porcelain or Ceramic
• Moen Brushed Nickel

• Upgraded Vanity
Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

Bringing the Showroom to YOU!!

See Cosham,  Page 5

News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

B
everly Cosham has at
tended the annual Best of
Reston awards for years.

This year, Cosham will be onstage
at the April 28 Best of Reston gala,
having been honored as “the voice
of the arts.”

“It was a total shock when I
found out I had been named,”
Cosham said. “I don’t do the things
I do to be recognized.”

But Cosham has been doing
things for Reston for more than 40
years, since moving here in 1967.
Cosham and her husband were
active in the Civil Rights Move-
ment in Washington D.C. in the
60s and moved to Reston to raise
their family.

As the current chair of the
Reston Community Center’s Board
of Governors, Cosham has served
in numerous capacities around the
community, both officially and
unofficially. Cosham is a founding
member of the Reston Chorale, the
Reston Community Players and
the Lorton Arts Foundation. She
has also served for eight years on
the Arts Council of Fairfax County
Advisory Panel, as president of the
Reston Community Orchestra, and
has volunteered at the Reston
Museum.

As an internationally acclaimed
vocalist and actor, Cosham has
performed around the world, but
many remember her golden voice
kicking off many events right here
in Reston.

“I’ll always remember her sing-
ing ‘God Bless America’ every year

at the Reston Multicultural Festi-
val, it’s always a treat to hear her
voice, and it almost brings a tear
to your eyes,” said Ellen Graves, a
co-founder of the Multicultural
Festival and current member of the
board of directors of the Reston
Historic Trust. “Even though she
is an international entertainer, she
always finds time to give back to
the Reston community.”

RCC Executive Director Leila
Gordon says that while Cosham’s
many gifts are evident, she doesn’t

come across as anything but a
good person.

GORDON REMEMBERS when
the first Reston Salute to the Arts
Gala planning committee was try-
ing to figure out how to run the
ceremony, and there was only one
constant that everyone agreed on.

“The first thing we all agreed on
was that Bev and [her husband]
Ralph should MC the evening,”
Gordon said.

Though Cosham’s legacy is dif-
ferent to everyone she has encoun-
tered, she said her proudest mo-
ments are when she walks through
the RCC on any given day.

“I’m always so pleased to be able
to walk through the community
center and see the diverse activi-
ties that happen every day,”
Cosham said.

She says one of her goals is to
see a performing arts space that
would be able to accommodate the
Reston Chorale and Reston Or-
chestra better than the current
CenterStage can.

“I would love to see a perform-
ing arts space, CenterStage just
can’t accommodate the larger per

From left, Bill Bouie, Dingwall Fleary and Beverly
Cosham at the Reston Community Center’s Martin
Luther King Jr. celebration Jan. 17.

Giving Art a Voice
Beverly Cosham
honored as one
of the Best of
Reston.
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Beverly Cosham performs
at a musical tribute to
Reston founder Robert
Simon.
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Paid Advertisement

9 Things You Must Know Before
Putting Your Home Up for Sale

Washington, D.C.  —A new report has just
been released which reveals the 7 costly
mistakes most homeowners make when sell-
ing their home, and a 9 Step System that can
help you to avoid them and sell your home
fast and for the most money.
   This industry report shows clearly how the
traditional approaches to selling homes have
become increasingly less effective in today’s
complex and fast paced society. The fact of
the matter is that three quarters of home
sellers don’t get what they want for their
homes, become disillusioned and – worse-
financially disadvantaged when they put
their homes on the market.
   As this report shows, most home sellers

make the same 7 deadly mistakes costing
them thousands of dollars needlessly.  The
good news is that each and every one of
these mistakes is preventable.  In answer to
this issue, industry insiders have prepared a
FREE, Special Report called, “The (Step
System to Get Your Home Sold Fast and For
Top Dollar.”

To learn more and order your personal
copy of this FREE Special Report just call,
toll-free, 1-800-363-0356 and when
prompted enter ID # 2000  You can call
any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get this FREE Special Report NOW to find
out how you can get the most money for
your home in today’s market.

Provided by PenFed Realty, LLC Reston, VA Copyright© 2011.
This is a no-obligation community service

RESTON ART GALLERY & STUDIOS • 703.481.8156
Lake Anne • 11400 Washington Plaza, Reston, VA 20190

Reston Art
Gallery

Opening Reception: Sunday, March 20, 2011
12 Noon-3pm or by appointment

March 6th – April 3rd  2011

“The Wonder
of Color”

Joan S. Kelly

News

From Page 3

Film Highlights Importance of ‘Going Green’

Jason Hartke, vice president of National Policy for the
U.S. Green Building Council, speaks at the showing of
“The End of Suburbia” at the Walker Nature Education
Center March 11. The showing was the first in Sustain-
able Reston’s Environmental Film Series.

with all energy-saving appli-
ances and one without,” Hartke
said. “In the future, we want to
incentivize those kind of features.”

Del. Ken Plum (D-36) was one
of the attendees, and he fielded
questions from audience members
about environmentally friendly
legislation coming from Rich-
mond. He said that Virginia didn’t
have the best history when it came
to environmental legislation, and
that changes were unlikely to hap-
pen without massive support
around the state.

“These things only tend to hap-
pen when public opinion is really
behind them,” Plum said. “As a
state, we’ve been behind on envi-
ronmental issues. It’s going to have
to be the community that leads the
legislature, not the other way
around.” Rick Elliott of Reston,
who has worked in the oil indus-
try as an environmental consult-
ant, said the film was very thought
provoking.

“It’s an extraordinarily complex
topic, and no one or two hour
movie can paint the whole pic-
ture,” he said. “But we shouldn’t
feel guilty that we’ve enjoyed the

concept of suburbs for the past 100
years, just like we shouldn’t feel
guilty about our oil use.”

Mark Moody, who describes
himself as a “practical environ-
mentalist” says that there are more
reasons to go “green” than just
philosophical ones. “A lot of com-
panies don’t necessarily want to go
‘green,’ but they do want to spend
less on energy,” said Moody, who
serves as president of the Clean
Fairfax Council, a local nonprofit.

The film painted a grim picture
of a world where oil production is
sure to decline, without a viable
alternative energy source to power
its continued development. Glenn
Downing of Reston said he dis-
agreed with the final message of
the film.

“The movie assumes we’re stu-
pid,” he said. “But we’re Ameri-
cans. We’ll recognize alternatives,
we’ll pay for them and we’ll
thrive.”

Cosham
Honored
From Page 4

formances, and though there’s
been improvements to the commu-
nity room, the acoustics just aren’t
there,” she said. “There are a lot
of other wonderful groups in
Reston looking for space as well.”

To Gordon, Cosham’s life is like
the songs she performs so beauti-
fully at so many community
events.

“She lives her life like an opera,
she’s experienced it all: drama,
humor, music and beauty,” Gordon
said. “Beverly is passionate about
her belief that the arts are an es-
sential part of the good life, that
humans are better off when ex-
posed to it.”

BEVERLY AND RALPH
COSHAM raised their four chil-
dren in Reston and have four
grandchildren that are also part of
Reston. And though her travels
have taken her around the globe,
she said Reston is always a special
place to her.

“Reston is such a great place, it
always made me feel I could do
whatever I wanted to do,” Cosham
said. “And I’ve always tried to
make sure other people felt that
same way.”
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L
ast year, Komen Global Race for the
Cure conducted a study of breast
health in the Washington Metropoli
tan area, showing that women diag-

nosed with breast cancer here are more likely
to die from breast cancer than the na-
tional average.

One conclusion is that health care in-
frastructure in the area is overly frag-
mented, producing significant hurdles for
many women, particularly women who are
poor or whose first language is not English.

In announcing grants to local organizations
and kicking off registration for the 2011 Komen
Global Race for the Cure, the organization cited
the diverse population locally as a reason for
more aggressive outreach here.

In Arlington, for example, there are women
from at least 128 different countries speaking

at least 95 languages. The event brings almost
50,000 runners and walkers to the National
Mall in June and raises millions of dollars for
breast cancer outreach and education.

Some women are afraid of the screening pro-
cess, some are worried about cost, some don’t
have a way to travel to medical appointments,
some don’t know what resources are available,
some don’t understand the benefits of early
detection or the urgency of follow-up, and
many aren’t aware of the success of modern
cancer treatments, believing a cancer diagno-
sis is a death sentence.

In the current environment, some immigrant
women worry that accessing programs
for the uninsured could lead to issues
with immigration.

Based on its findings, Komen an-
nounced local grants of about $4.5 million to
improve both patient and provider education
and to reduce fragmentation to enhance ca-
pacity to screen and provide follow-up care.

Two grants will focus on provider education,
helping doctors and other breast health pro-
viders develop a better understanding of the
myths, fears and needs of the different cultural
populations of the women they serve. The
grants will encourage partnerships between

providers in the region so that patients can be
easily and efficiently referred from screening
all the way through to survivorship, limiting
difficulties with travel and work requirements,
wait times, and financial assistance.

Eleven grants focus on patient education in
a culturally competent manner to convey the
importance of screening, effectiveness of mod-
ern treatments and survivorship. Among local
organizations receiving grants: Arlington Free
Clinic, From Education to Access; Prevent Can-
cer Foundation - Celebremos la vida!: Provid-
ing Educational Outreach and Screening, in
Alexandria; Vietnamese Resettlement Associa-
tion - Breast Cancer Education, Screening and
Follow up, in Falls Church; Nueva Vida - Com-
prehensive Support Services for Latinas with
Breast Cancer; American Association on Health
and Disability - Bridging the Gap: No Woman
Left Behind, in Rockville.

The 2011 Komen Global Race for the Cure
will take place on Saturday, June 4, 2011.

You can run or walk the 5K, or even “Sleep
In for the Cure,” and there are special activi-
ties for children 12 and under.

For more, visit
www.globalraceforthecure.org or call 703-416-
RACE (7223).

Racing for the Cure
Global Race for the
Cure is Saturday,
June 4. Run, walk,
sleep in or pitch in.

Editorial

By John Lovaas

Reston Impact Producer/Host

S
enator Mark Warner, conser
vative Democrat of Virginia,
has it all wrong in his recent

Op-ed column (“Time for Adult
Discussion on Deficits and Debt,”
Reston Connection, March 2-8).
Warner, one of the least progres-
sive Democrats in Congress, has
teamed up with the ethically-chal-
lenged Republican Saxby
Chambliss of the Georgia Tea Party
to lead an “adult discussion” of
deficits. Well, hide the women and
children and surrender the rem-
nants of the middle class if these
two are the adults in charge!

First, they lead with several false
premises, the top two of which
are: government spending is the
main cause of structural (continu-
ing) deficits; and taxes, especially
for the wealthy and corporations,
are too high.

Fact: for thirty of the
U.S.’s most prosperous
years and heyday of
the middle class, the
marginal tax rate for
the wealthiest Ameri-
cans was around 70
percent, until Ronald
Reagan cut it to 28
percent.

Capital gains
tax cuts for un-
earned income
followed.

Then came the infamous Bush
tax cuts tilted to the top one per-
cent. Now, following the Tea
Party’s arrival in D.C. with a new
Republican majority uproar about
deficit and surging debt, these Re-
publicans and a cowardly Presi-
dent warmly agreed to renew fat
cat tax breaks.

That is, they slashed revenues,
to show their firm commitment to
deficit and debt reduction.

These fat cat tax
cuts bleed trillions
from the treasury,
and are the major
cause of the struc-
tural deficit. So,
what does the
Warner/Chambliss
team propose now—

“lowering over-
all tax rates for
individuals and
corporations.”

Let’s address
the expenditure side which the
plutocratic Senators would have
you believe is the root of all evil.
First, we have recession induced,
one-time and non-structural defi-
cit makers: the Obama $900 bil-
lion stimulus package, the Bush
bank bailouts for a mere $750 bil-
lion, and a couple hundred billion
for some truly in need, those who
lost jobs—for a total of about $2
trillion adding to the debt but not

to recurrent deficit.
Then, there is the cost of Bush’s

two senseless wars. So far, they too
have cost about $2 trillion. The
wars and a bloated DOD continue
to bleed our country’s treasury and
people.

Senator Warner, you need to
step back and focus on genuine
public, not special, interest.

The path to deficit solution is
pretty clear: restore progressive
taxation so the wealthiest again
pay a fairer share for government
to serve all the people, and end
senseless wars benefiting only the
military-industrial complex Ike
warned us about in 1960. Then
there is Social Security. Cutting
already minimal benefits and/or
increasing the eligibility age for
people who physically work is both
wrong and unnecessary. Raising
the cap on income taxed can make
it whole again. It’s not nuclear sci-
ence, it is fairness.

Deficit Cutting—It’s the Revenues and Wars, Senator!

Independent Progressive

Workforce
Housing

To the Editor:
While we acknowledge Supervi-

sor Pat Herrity’s (R-Springfield)
difference of opinion regarding the
role of local government in hous-
ing, we continue to be troubled by
his inaccurate and careless por-

trayal of the facts regarding hous-
ing programs in Fairfax County.
The Residences at the Government
Center, a mixed-income commu-
nity of 270 units serving a range
of households from 50 percent to
100 percent of area median in-
come, is the latest housing initia-
tive under attack by Mr. Herrity.

Approval of the Residences at
the Government Center supports

multiple county goals and objec-
tives, including addressing a criti-
cal shortage of workforce housing.
In its March 8 presentation to the
Board of Supervisors, the Eco-
nomic Advisory Commission re-
ported that one of the strategies
essential to the county’s success in
recruiting business is the availabil-
ity and affordability of housing.

The Residences at the Govern-

ment Center leverage
underutilized county land to at-
tract private capital in the form of
low income housing tax credits to
develop a mixed-income residen-
tial property. This development
will include green building prin-
ciples, and, when completed, will
provide new tax revenue to the
county. The location of the Resi

Letter to the Editor

See Krocker,  Page 12
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Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken”

Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

P
ublic employees and
unions have been get
ting a bad rap lately. As

tax revenues have declined
along with the value of public
pension funds, government
workers have been getting
stuck with part of the blame for
our current financial crisis.

Local and state budgets have to be re-
duced to be in balance with revenue, but

some legislators have
seized the opportunity
to whack government

programs they do not support anyway. Pen-
sion funds that appear underfunded with
the diminished value of their holdings with
the recession are being cited as somehow
being responsible for the financial crisis of
which they are a victim.

School teachers, police, and fire person-
nel along with other government workers
are taking it on the chin with blame and in
the pocketbook with loss of pay. More Vir-
ginia teachers would have lost their jobs had
it not been for the State Senate that took
the position that I advocated in the House
this legislative session that school budgets
not be reduced.

The attacks on unions that have been
heard in other states have come to Virginia.
More than six months before the fall elec-
tions there already are “robo” calls and
websites extolling the power of big unions
in the Commonwealth.

The irony is that such a tactic would be
tried in Virginia. According to the United
States Bureau of Labor Statistics
(www.bls.gov), there were 3,473,000 wage

and salary employees in Vir-
ginia in 2010. Of that number,
a whopping 161,000 were in
unions or employee associa-
tions – 4.6 percent, a percent-
age that has been steadily
dropping. Only North Carolina,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Geor-
gia, and Arkansas have a lower
percentage of workers in
unions. Public employees have
no collective bargaining rights

and are prohibited from striking in Virginia.
The State’s right to work law has been in
place for more than 50 years. Some of us
voted against an amendment to enshrine
the right to work law in the constitution as
being unnecessary because it has never been
challenged. Labor’s biggest goals in recent
years have been to raise Virginia’s minimum
wage law that is the lowest in the nation
and to accept an extension of federal un-
employment insurance money – both of
which failed.

The Virginia Retirement System that his-
torically has been one of the soundest in
the country needs shoring up with the re-
cession, and politicians at all levels of gov-
ernment are struggling to balance their
budgets with the decline in revenue. While
these issues are not unique to Virginia, at-
tempts to put the blame on the low num-
ber of union workers and public employees
in Virginia or other states miss the mark.
Listen for more calls on your home tele-
phone trying to assign a simple blame to a
very complex issue. A phone call or a
website paid for by a political party is prob-
ably not the best source of information on
this or other issues.

As always, I would be happy to discuss
this issue or others with you. Write to me
at kenplum@aol.com.

Misplaced Blame

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed. Include home address and
home and business numbers. Letters are routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor m• The Connection
1606 King St. • Alexandria VA 22314

Call: 703-778-9410.
By e-mail: info@connectionnewspapers.com

Write

Commentary

Countries
are well
cultivated,
not as
they are
fertile,
but as
they are
free.

—Baron de
Montesquieu
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Free Japanese Maple Planted
$479 Value with 200 sq. ft. Patio or

Equivalent Hardscape Purchase
with this ad

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

NIAGARA FALLS, CANADA, June 20-24...............................................$659
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4 Nights Hotel with Breakfast
& Dinner Daily. Tours to include Niagara & Niagara on the lake, Maid of the
Mist Boat Ride, Tour of the Falls, Casa Loma, Toronto, Welland Canal, Rossi
Glass & Fallsview Casino.

OUTER BANKS, NC, April 11-14.............................................................$469
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3 Nights Hotel with Daily
Breakfast & Dinner, Sightseeing – Call for Itinerary.

NATIONAL PARKS OF THE SOUTHWEST, September 13-20......$2,394~
$100 discount per person if reserved by 4/12! Includes Air from Dulles, 7
Nights Hotel, 6 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch, 3 Dinners, Transfers & Sightseeing – Call
for itinerary. SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB

100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180
703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com
for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 16
Authors Leighton Gage and Jeffrey

Siger. 7 p.m. Barnes & Noble
Booksellers, 1851 Fountain Drive,
Reston. Gage will read and discuss
“Every Bitter Thing,” and Siger will
read and discuss “Prey on Patmos.”
703-437-9490.

ESL Business Writing Course. 7 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Business writing for ESL students.
Adults. 703-689-2700.

Al di Meola World Sinfonia:
Pursuit of Radical Rhapsody
Tour 2011. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. Inventive
and eclectic guitar. $35.
www.wolftrap.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 17
Further. 8 p.m. George Mason

University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Drive, Fairfax. Former Grateful
Dead members Phil Lesh and Bob
Weir. Tickets $49.50. Charge at 800-
551-SEAT or www.livenation.com.
www.furthur.net.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,
Oakton. Making It Up by Penelope
Lively. Adults. 703-242-4020.

FRIDAY/MARCH 18
“The 25th Annual Putnam County

Spelling Bee.” “8 p.m. CenterStage
Theater in Reston Community Center,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Six
teens battle for the top prize in a
musical about a spelling bee. Four 4
audience members will be selected to
play a cameo. If interested, sign up in
the lobby at least 30 minutes before
curtain time. Recommended for age
10 and up. Tickets $18-$21 at 703-
476-4500 or www.rcp-tix.com.

Friends of the Library Book Sale.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Reston Regional
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Used book sale. 703-689-
2700.

The Discovery Series: Cuareto
Latinoamericano. 8 p.m. Wolf
Trap Foundation for the Performing
Arts, 1624 Trap Road, Vienna. A
string quartet performing selections of
Latin American classical music. $35.
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 19

Fairfax County Mother’s of
Multiples Consignment Sale. 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Chantilly High School,

4201 Stringfellow Road, Chantilly.
Indoor sale, free admission. Gently
used items for the whole family.
www.fcmom.org.

Voce Chamber Singers. 7:30 p.m. St.
John Neumann Church, 11900
Lawyers Road, Reston. Celebrating
women composers from the Middle
Ages to the present, with works by
Hildegard von Bingen, Alice Parker,
Dolly Parton, Ysaye Maria Barnwell
and more. Tickets $8-$23.
www.voce.org/tickets or 703-277-
7772.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.” 8 p.m. CenterStage
Theater in Reston Community Center,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Six
teens battle for the top prize in a
musical about a spelling bee.
Fouraudience members will be
selected to play a cameo. If interested,
sign up in the lobby at least 30
minutes before curtain time.
Recommended for age 10 and up.
Tickets $18-$21 at 703-476-4500 or
www.rcp-tix.com.

Fairfax Department of
Transportation: “How to Ride
the Bus.” 1:30 p.m. Reston Museum,
1639 Washington Plaza, Reston.
Stories of early bus travel in Reston
and how the first internal and
commuter bus systems got started.
Take the bus tour of key Reston bus
routes and learn how to use the
Fairfax Connector bus. All welcome.
703-709-7700 or
www.restonmuseum.org

Friends of the Library Book Sale.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Reston Regional

Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Used book sale. 703-689-
2700.

SUNDAY/MARCH 20
Voce Chamber Singers. 4 p.m. St.

Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 432 Van
Buren St., Herndon, Celebrating
women composers from the Middle
Ages to the present, with works by
Hildegard von Bingen, Alice Parker,
Dolly Parton, Ysaye Maria Barnwell
and more. Tickets $8-$23.
www.voce.org/tickets or 703-277-
7772.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.” 2:30 p.m.
CenterStage Theater in Reston
Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Six teens battle for the
top prize in a musical about a spelling
bee. Four audience members will be
selected to play a cameo. If interested,
sign up in the lobby at least 30
minutes before curtain time.
Recommended for age 10 and up.
Tickets $18-$21 at 703-476-4500 or
www.rcp-tix.com.

Friends of the Library Book Sale. 1
p.m.-4 p.m. Reston Regional Library,
11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Used book sale. 703-689-2700.

Spring Celebration. 2 p.m. Walker
Nature Education Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. Make a spring
wreath, decorate and eat a cupcake.
$5 per child RA members, $8 per
child non-members. For ages 3 – 5
years. Reserve at 703-476-9689 or
naturecenter@reston.org.

MONDAY/MARCH 21
Kids’ Science. 3 p.m. Reston Regional

Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Explore scientific topics
through activities. Age 6-8. 703-689-
2700.

ESL For Jobs. 6 p.m. Reston Regional
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. English conversation and job
skills. Adults. 703-689-2700.

TUESDAY/MARCH 22
One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 2

p.m. and 7 p.m. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
Learn the basics of the Internet, Word
and Excel. Adults. 703-242-4020.

ESL Advanced. 10:30 a.m. Reston
Regional Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Practice English
in a group. Adults. 703-689-2700.

Terrific Twos. 10:30 a.m. Reston
Regional Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Storytime. Age
2 with adult. 703-689-2700.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 23
One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 3

p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn the
basics of the Internet, Word and
Excel. Adults. 703-242-4020.

Hooray for Spring! Preschool
Storytime. 11 a.m. Herndon
Fortnightly Library, 768 Center St.,
Herndon. Storytime celebrating
spring. Age 2-5 with adult. 703-437-
8855.

ESL Business Writing Course. 7 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Business writing for ESL students.
Adults. 703-689-2700.

Meet Borage the Iditarod Dog. 7
p.m. Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Learn
more about the Iditarod with dog
musher Karen Land and meet her dog,
Borage. Age 6 and up. 703-689-2700.

Senior Movie Day: “You Again.” 10
a.m. Reston Town Center Theater,
11900 Market St., Reston. Free for
age 55 and older. The Reston
Association and Reston Town Center
theater, presents “Meet Me at the
Movies.” Refreshments and door
prizes. www.reston.org or 703-435-
6577.

Kick-off Meeting for Paint
Herndon. 7:30 p.m. ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon.
Anyone interested in helping to plan
this year’s Paint Herndon Celebration
and Art Competition is invited. 703-
956-6590 or
www.artspaceherndon.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 24
Friends of the Oakton Library

Book Sale. 1 p.m. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
Wide selection, low prices. All ages.
703-242-4020.

Baby Steps Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Interactive storytime. Age 13-23
months with adult. 703-689-2700.

The Voce Chamber Singers will perform in two concerts,
one on Saturday, March 19 at 7:30 p.m. in St. John
Neumann Church, 11900 Lawyers Road in Reston, and the
second Sunday, March 20 at 4 p.m. in St. Timothy’s Episco-
pal Church, 432 Van Buren St. in Herndon. Both concerts
will celebrate women composers from the Middle Ages to
the present, with works by Hildegard von Bingen, Alice
Parker, Dolly Parton, Ysaye Maria Barnwell and more,
under the artistic direction of Dr. Kenneth Nafziger. Tick-
ets are $8-$23, available at www.voce.org/tickets or 703-
277-7772.

Entertainment To have community events
listed in the Connection, send to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

FRIDAY/MARCH 18
Reston Republicans’ Ninth

Annual Lincoln-Reagan
Dinner. 7:15 p.m. Hidden
Creek Country Club, 1711
Clubhouse Road, Reston. With
guest of honor Lieutenant
Governor Bill Bolling. Business
attire. $60 per person.
sally@jmpa.us, 703-742-0149,
engcat@aol.com or 703-406-
9740.

SATURDAY/MARCH 19
Fairfax Connector Bus

Program. 1:30 p.m. Reston
Museum, 1639 Washington
Plaza, Reston. With the Fairfax
Department of Transportation.
Board a special training bus to
learn how the system works.
Hear stories from riders and
‘busmeisters’ of earlier
commuter days and internal
bus systems in Reston. 703-
709-7700 or
restonmuseum@gmail.com.

MONDAY/MARCH 21
Assistance League of

Northern Virginia. 9:30
a.m. at the Sully Government
Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd.,
Chantilly. A nonprofit,
volunteer organization
promoting literacy and well-
being for women and children
through community based
programs, such as Operation
School Bell: New Clothes for
Kids and Weekend Food for
Kids. Meetings are the third
Monday of every month. 703-
878-1928.

TUESDAY/MARCH 22
Virginia Lyme Disease Task

Force Hearings. 7 p.m.
Immanuel Bible Church main
auditorium, 6911 Braddock
Road, Springfield. Anyone may
address Chairman Michael
Farris and other Task Force
members at the hearing. The
hearing is being held because
of the growing concerns of
Virginia residents about the
spread and nature of Lyme
Disease. Open to the public.
Direct written comments to
Lyme@PHC.edu.

THURSDAY/MARCH 24
Lupus Support Group. 12 p.m.

at Reston Hospital Center, The
West Wing, 1850 Town Center
Parkway, Reston.
lh@ascendcomm.com or
www.lupusgw.org.

Bulletin Board



10  ❖  Reston Connection  ❖  March 16-22, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home  Life  Style

By Jeanne Theismann

The Connection

I
t’s not just fashion that is influenced
by Michelle Obama. Ever since the
First Lady opened a vegetable garden
on the South Lawn of the White

House in 2009, landscaping trends have
followed suit to include a variety of edibles
along with the hardscaping elements to pre-
pare and serve them.

“Edible plants and trees are very popular
now,” said Vanessa Wheeler, co-owner of
Hollywood and Vines nursery and design
center in Alexandria. “The trend is to com-
bine the edible elements with easy, low
maintenance and water-saving designs.”

No room for an orchard? The new ‘fruit
cocktail’ trees produce several varieties of
fruits from a single tree.

“We have an apple fruit cocktail tree and
one that produces apricots, plums, peaches
and nectarines,” Wheeler said. “Since they
are all in the same family, the fruits will
cross pollinate so you only need one tree if
that’s all you have room for.”

Throughout the region, there is a strong
growth in demand to incorporate eco-
friendly, low mainte-
nance plants into
garden designs.

“No one wants to
do heavy pruning
and watering,” said
Rebecca Hughes,
manager of the
Burke Nursery and
Garden Center. “And
ground covers like
pachysandra and
periwinkle are re-
placing mulch and
traditional grasses.”

Wheeler suggests
drought - to lerant
plants to conserve
water.

“Yucca and aloe
plants are great water-conserving choices,”
Wheeler said. “And a non-invasive bamboo
is drought resistant and can grow in the
shade.”

While visions of color dance in every
gardener’s head, experts say that the area’s
last frost date can be as late as Mother’s
Day, so the immediate focus should be on
lawn care and design preparation.

“Now is the time to decide what you want
to accomplish,” said David Watkins, man-
ager of Merrifield Garden Center in
Merrifield. “Are you looking for more color,
more living space or simply more curb ap-
peal?”

According to Watkins, incorporating more
hardscaping into landscaping designs is a
rapidly growing trend.

“Patios with fire pits and outdoor grills

Reaching for the Garden of Your Dreams
Landscaping design
trends for 2011.

“Hardscapes,” including patios, fire pits and outdoor
living areas, are in high demand in landscaping.
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are very popular,” Watkins said. “Our vol-
ume of work in that area has increased tre-
mendously in the last few years, especially
when it comes to designing outdoor kitch-
ens.”

According to Hughes, now is also the best
time to do your spring yard clean up.

“There was a lot of storm damage the last
two years, especially to dogwood trees,”
Hughes said. “Many people are going ‘bare
bones’ - starting over and replacing aging
and storm damaged areas.  Landscapes do
age out at times.”

Experts suggest walking your property
and taking pictures of areas that might need
some work or design help.

“We love for customers to bring in pho-
tos,” Watkins said. “It makes it so much
easier for us to help find effective design

solutions that stay within a budget.”
Watkins acknowledges that any landscap-

ing project can be intimidating.
“People are afraid to jump in because they

think they’ll end up spending tens of thou-
sands of dollars,” Watkins said. “But not ev-
eryone needs a $30,000 project done.
Sometimes $300-$500 spent on azaleas and
some screening trees can get the results you
are looking for.”

For some early spring color, pansies re-
main popular but there are other choices.

“For an early burst of color, think apricot

trees, forsythia and winter jasmine,” said
Peggy De Wilde, manager of trees and
shrubs at Cravens Nursery in Fairfax. “And
container gardening allows you the flexibil-
ity to move things indoors if necessary to
protect plants from the elements.”

Don’t worry if you’re still thinking snow
instead of sod.

“If you haven’t started your planning,
you’re in the majority,” Watkins said. “But
it’s never too late to think about what you
want to do. There’s almost never a bad time
to start landscaping.”

Spring azaleas are not far off.

Landscaping Tips
EDIBLE AND COLORFUL

There are blue potatoes, red carrots,
yellow carrots and purple cabbage. Cab-
bages come in more colorful varieties
each year, as do lettuce and the extremely
colorful Swiss chard. ‘Fruit cocktail’ trees
produce several varieties of fruit on a
single tree.

ECO-SCAPING
Transforming large tracks of turf into

sustainable landscapes is achievable with
the right plants that require less water
and pesticides. Choose native plants that
are low-maintenance and attract wildlife
and beneficial pollinators like butterflies,
bees and birds. Drought-resistant plants
like yucca and aloe require less water.

LOW MAINTENANCE
Use plants that are native and require

less upkeep to maintain. Choose sun and
shade-tolerant varieties that suit your
location as well as species that require
less pruning. Ground covers can some-
times replace traditional lawns to reduce
upkeep.

CREATE OUTDOOR LIVING
SPACES

Invest in your own outdoor retreat.
Fire pits, gourmet grills and outdoor
kitchens top the list of trends in outdoor
living spaces. Much more than just a bar-
becue grill and a lawn chair, outdoor
rooms can be created for a fraction of
the price typically required for indoor liv-
ing spaces.
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Fairfax County REAL ESTATE
Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection
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Address MLS# BR FB HB Postal City Price Type Lot AC Subdivision Listed by Agent

1  1005 FOUNDERS RIDGE LN FX7522772 6 9 3 MCLEAN $17,900,000 Detached 1.26 GARFIELD PARK Northern Virginia Homes John Darvishi

2  7201 DULANY DR FX7546728 8 10 4 MCLEAN $12,900,000 Detached 2.414 ELMWOOD ESTATES Long & Foster Fouad Talout

3  636 CHAIN BRIDGE RD FX7544964 10 8 1 MCLEAN $10,995,000 Detached 6.52 MCLEAN’S GOLD COAST Washing Fine Properties William Moody

4  1015 BASIL RD FX7232657 6 7 4 MCLEAN $9,997,000 Detached 2.4 EAGLECREST Washing Fine Properties William Moody

5  1028 TOWLSTON RD FX7535890 7 8 3 MCLEAN $9,200,000 Detached 1.931 DOUGLASS MACKALL Long & Foster Fouad Talout

6  11201 GUNSTON RD FX7324475 6 8 2 MASON NECK $7,995,000 Detached 5.131 STONE MANOR ON THE POTOMAC McEneamey Sue Goodhart

7  10250 AKHTAMAR RD FX7415831 7 5 5 GREAT FALLS $7,650,000 Detached 5 AKHTAMARS HAVEN Long & Foster Dan Laytham

8  10606 BELMONT BLVD FX7469424 4 3 1 LORTON $7,000,000 Detached 7.735 BELMONT BAY Long & Foster Pascale Karam

9  8033 WOODLAND HILLS LN FX7520765 10 8 4 FAIRFAX STATION $3,800,000 Detached 5.085 SHADOWALK Fairfax Realty Sharif Shaftik

10  11900 CUSTIS ACRES DR FX7386846 6 4 2 CLIFTON $3,300,000 Detached 8.216 TOWERING OAKS Remax Gateway Joseph Doman

11  5037 HUNTWOOD MANOR DR FX7472695 5 6 2 FAIRFAX $2,100,000 Detached 5.033 HUNTWOOD MANOR Long & Foster Christi Kay

Source: www.homesdatabase.com

1  1005 Founders Ridge Lane, McLean — $17,900,000

5  1028 Towlston Road,
McLean — $9,997,000

11  5037 Huntwood Manor Drive,
Fairfax — $2,100,000

9  8033 Woodland Hills Lane,
Fairfax Station — $3,800,000

10  11900 Custis Acres Drive,
Clifton — $3,300,000

Most Expensive Houses on the MarketMost Expensive Houses on the Market
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To Highlight your
Faith Community,

Call Karen at 703-917-6468

bLivingFaith A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

703-899-8378 LivingFaith4U.org

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b
b

Sundays
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
11:00 AM the Connection, Contemporary Worship Service
11:00 AM the Garden, Traditional Worship Service

other weekly services
 5:30 PM Saturdays: Relax & Renew, Casual Worship Service
 6:30 PM Wednesdays: Chapel, Prayer Service

Herndon
United Methodist Church

www.HerndonUMC.org

701 Bennett St., Herndon, VA
703-707-6271

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please call Karen Pechacek-Washburn
at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail the info to

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 pm.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, March 19 & 20

Reston
1416 Church Hill Pl..............$282,000.......Sun 12-3 ...Kim House.....................Long & Foster...703-201-8660
2523 Freetown Drive............$514,900.......Sun 1-4 .....Denene Crabbs...............Century 21 .......202-487-4949
1389 Cameron Heath Dr ...... $TBD.............Sun 1-4 .....Glynis Canto...................Keller Williams..703-395-2355
2055 Winged Foot Ct ...........$389,000.......Sun 1-4 ..... Jane Price......................Weichert ........... 703-628-0470

Oak Hill
13405 Alfred Mill Ct.............$615,000.......Sun 1 - 4 ...Kathleen Miller...............Samson Props..703-409-7637

Herndon
12205 Thoroughbred Rd......$1,889,000....Sun 1-4 .....Ashley White..................TTR Sothebys..703- 893-1500
2621 Bastien Lane ............... $499,000.......Sun 1-4 .....Debbie McGuire.............Keller Williams..703-856-4766

Great Falls
754 Ellsworth Ave................$1,699,999....Sun 1-4 .....Dianne Van Volkenburg..Weichert............703-980 4553
1011 Cup Leaf Holly Ct. .......$749,500.00..Sun 1-4 .....Vivian Lyons .................. Keller Williams..703-406-9009
1078 Mill Field Court ...........$1,999,000....Sun 1-4 ..... Jane Price .....................Weichert .......... 703-628-0470

Vienna
1818 Watervale Way............$1,499,995....Sat 4-6 ......Mike Pugh......................Re/Max .............703-593-6320
9450 Deramus Farm Ct........$1,449,000....Sun 1-4 .....Dianne Van Volkenburg..Weichert ........... 703-980-4553
1609 Chathams Ford Pl........$949,900.......Sun 1-4 .....Pat Stack........................Weichert ........... 703-597-9373
10205 Wandering Creek Rd.$785,000.......Sun 1-4 .....Yasmin Abadian.............Long & Foster...301-983-1212
311 Patrick St., SW..............$695,000.......Sun 1-4 .....Sherry De Reuter ...........Long & Foster...703-508-4634

Ashburn
21925 Gullane Way..............$549,900.......Sat 1-4 ......Olga Aste .......................Century 21........703-624-4199
21925 Gullane Way..............$549,900.......Sun 1-4 .....Diana LeFrancois ...........Century 21 .......703-930-6682

South Riding
26016 Rachel Hill Dr............$465,000.......Sun 1- 4 ....Donny Samson........Samson Properties..703-864-4894
25259 Justice Dr .................$629,900.......Sun 1-3 .....Bobby Samson........Samson Properties..703-862-4714

21925 Gullane Way, Ashburn • $549,900 • Open Sat. 1-4/
Sun. 1-4 • Olga Aste/Diana LeFrancois, Century 21

703-624-4199/703-930-6682

From Page 6

Krocker
dences in the vicinity of the

Fairfax County Government Cen-
ter, a major shopping mall, and nu-
merous service and retails centers,
provides housing opportunities in
close proximity to jobs.

There is broad-based support for
this particular land use strategy
among constituent groups in
Fairfax County. In addition to the
business community, TOD propo-
nents, organizations supportive of
land use policies that are more
compact, green and sustainable,
members of faith communities
committed to expanding housing
choices for residents in the county
and community-based organiza-
tions who serve the needs of low
and moderate income households
so essential to the workforce in the
county all support this new devel-
opment.

With the Residences at the Gov-
ernment Center, Fairfax County
joins Arlington and the City of Al-
exandria in implementing a strat-
egy that puts underutilized land
to better use through a public pri-
vate partnership. The result is de-
velopment that provides attractive
housing for the workforce, and
new tax revenue for the county.
For high growth, high cost areas
like Northern Virginia this is truly
a best practice, and a win-win for
all partners involved.

The Alliance applauds the lead-
ership of those Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors members
who voted to support this devel-
opment thereby adopting a cre-
ative solution to address one of the
county’s most challenging issues.
The future depends on our elected
officials who possess the vision to
support smart, strategic invest-
ments in areas that are critical to
the well-being and sustainability
of the county. Housing opportuni-
ties for our workforce is one of
those areas.

Michelle Krocker, Director
Northern Virginia Affordable

Housing Alliance

Sixty-eight Fairfax County Public
Schools students have been named to
the 2011 Virginia All-State Chorus and
will perform April 30 at the Visual and
Performing Arts Academy at Salem High
School in Virginia Beach. Forty-two stu-
dents were named alternates. Virginia
All-State Chorus is sponsored by the Vir-
ginia Choral Directors Association. The
students selected include:

Herndon High School students Mat-
thew Frederickson, Hannah
Glass, Hannah Kwon, and Randy
Raoufi, Chris Czerwinski, Sarah
Freeman, and Olivia Jewell.

Oakton High School students
Corinne Holland, Holly Kelly,
Madeline Paul, Summer Perez and
Cecily Jacobson.

South Lakes High School students
Ken Barros  and Sobechukwu
Chinaka.

School Notes
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

A
 majority of the
high school sports
year is now be
hind us. There

have been thrilling football
games, breath-taking autumn
field hockey playoff contests,
as well as dramatic wrestling
and basketball matchups that
have brought us through the
cold months and up to the fi-
nal phase of the prep school
sports calendar - the seem-
ingly more laid back spring-
time sports season.

Now, with all of the local
high school sports teams com-
peting outdoors, coaches and athletes are hoping that
the Northern Virginia spring will cooperate with lots
of sunshine and good temperatures. Usually around
this area, spring time weather is fickle with cold tem-
peratures and overcast skies, and even an occasional
March snow dusting. Over the years, many early
spring season high school sporting events have been
played in temperatures anywhere from the 30’s to
40’s. Baseball is my favorite sport but I can recall
covering countless high school games which seemed
endless and to be moving at a snail’s pace because of
the bitter cold weather conditions.

Many of the area prep school teams will travel to
warmer areas over the upcoming spring break, such
as Florida or South Carolina. This will, quite likely,
allow them to get in a full week of quality practice
time and games without having to endure cold tem-
peratures. By the time they return to Fairfax County,
the weather here will hopefully have turned the cor-
ner and there will be blue skies and good reason to
dress in short sleeves.

Of all the high school sports seasons, the spring
time athletic calendar seems to whoosh by in a flash.
Once teams have gotten through the rocky first
month or so - often spending practice time indoors
because of the poor weather - spring break has come
and gone and they are in the heart of their respec-
tive schedules with the postseason only a few weeks
away. The two or three weeks leading up to the play-
offs are filled with lots of games, including make-
ups from earlier season postponements, over a short
period of time.

FOR SENIORS, this is a bitter-sweet time in their
high school athletic careers because it marks the fi-
nal stage of their playing careers as representatives
of their home town schools. Whereas three-sport se-
nior athletes can complete their fall and winter sports
seasons realizing they still have their spring sports
season ahead, there is no such extension following
the spring season. Seniors, as the spring sports sea-
son begins winding down, have lots on their plates
such as finishing their season and high school play-
ing careers strongly, winding up their scholastic work,
finalizing college plans for the following fall and, of
course, preparing for graduation day when family

members and friends will celebrate what has been
accomplished over their four years of the high school
life.

Many student-athletes will go on to play sports in
college. Most will find that the college sports world
is more challenging than high school as coaches teach
and insist that their freshmen improve their dedica-
tion and all around play to a higher level. While ath-
letics will remain fulfilling, perhaps even to a greater
extent, at the college level, the demands of balanc-
ing time dedicated to their sports and excelling in
the classroom will be difficult but at the same time
quite rewarding as student-athletes prove to them-
selves what they are capable of accomplishing with
hard work.

But there is really no rush to push things faster
along than they are already moving for today’s high
school senior athletes. We’re not even at Easter yet,
so the bulk of the spring sports season is still ahead.
There will be lots of game-winning soccer goals, bril-
liant catches in the outfield, and races won at the
wire to fill up scrapbooks and a lifetime of sporting
memories.

While the spring sports playoffs in the months
ahead will be going up against all of the graduation
parties, preparations for final exams, and summer-
time plans, student-athletes will, make no mistake,
still be able to focus on the task ahead and end their
respective seasons and careers with a bang. Seniors,
realizing it’s their final chance to shine as members
of their high school team, will give it everything
they’ve got over the final few weeks of the season
and on into the playoffs. District, regional, and even
state playoff games will be played in spectacular fash-
ion as athletes and their teams look to leave a last-
ing mark on the school year and their playing ca-
reers.

For area sports fans who have enjoyed high school
sports over the course of the past fall and winter
seasons, this is no time to put a halt to attending
high school sports events. There is a great spring
season ahead as area school teams give it all they’ve
got on their fields of play. Hopefully, the weather
will cooperate. If it does, get ready for an exhila-
rating, fast-moving spring season of high school
sports action.

Spring Sports - a Mix of Finality,
Drama, and Determination for Seniors

As the spring moves on, temperatures warm up and the
high school sports action gains more and more intense
and exciting.
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The final leg of the high school sports year goes by
in a flash.

C
hristy Winters Scott,
the South Lakes High
girls’ basketball coach

and a Reston resident since
1976, was honored at the ACC
Women’s Basketball Tourna-
ment, held March 3-6 in Greens-
boro, N.C., as a Legend of At-
lantic Coast Conference (ACC)
Women’s Basketball.

Winters Scott, a former Uni-
versity of Maryland women’s
basketball standout, has previ-
ously been honored as a First
Team All-ACC, Kodak All-East
Region selection, and Hall of
Fame Inductee at Maryland. She
is also a member of the South
Lakes High Athletic Hall of
Fame.

Winters Scott, who played at
Maryland from 1986-1990,
ranks sixth all time in scoring for
the Terrapins with 1,679 points.
She is also seventh in rebound-
ing (723), and third in career
games played (123). Winters
Scott is one of just five Mary-
land players to score more than
700 field goals in school history
and she ranks in the top 10 in

both blocked shots (7th, 91
blocked shots) and field goal
percentage (10th, .537).

Along with her current duties
as South Lakes’ head coach,
Winters Scott is also involved in
covering the sport through sev-
eral media outlets, such as be-
ing co-producer and co-host of
the Roundball Report on CTV;
and serving as a TV analyst and
commentator for Comcast
Sports and Fox Sports South,
covering women’s basketball for
the WNBA’s Washington Mys-
tics, as well as the ACC and
CAA. She is also a camp direc-
tor for the Washington Wizards
and Mystics Youth Basketball
Camps and Clinics.

Previously, Winters Scott has
served as an assistant women’s
basketball coach at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, George Mason
University, and Georgetown
University.

She and her husband, Jerome
Scott, Sr., reside in Reston with
their three children, Jerome
Scott, Jr., Brianna Scott, and
Jordan Scott.

Christy Winters Scott (center), shown here two weeks
ago at the ACC Women’s Basketball Tournament in
Greensboro, N.C. where she was honored as an ACC
basketball legend.

Winters Scott Honored
As Basketball Legend
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O’Neill to Play Football
at Saint Anselm College

Chadwick O’Neill, a senior at Saint John’s College High School, recently
signed a National Letter of Intent to play football and was admitted as a Presi-
dential Scholar to the class of 2015 at Saint Anselm College (Manchester,
N.H.). Chadwick, who is from Herndon and currently resides in McLean, in-
tends to major in politics with an international pre-law backing. From left,
coach Gillespie, Coach Darius, Chadwick O’Neill (Saint Anselm sweat shirt)
and Head Coach Joe Patterson.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

A Loving couple will cherish your newborn 
into a life filled with endless love and 
opportunities.  Expenses to be paid 

Leslye/Marc 1-877-410-6302 or 
learn more about us at 

www.MarcAndLeslyeAdopt.com

117 Adoption 117 Adoption21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
YCB Enterprises, LLC trading 
as Qdoba Mexican Grill, 
13031 Worldgate Dr, Herndon, 
VA 20170. The above estab-
lishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Beer and 
Wine on Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Yong K. Choi, 
President

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

.

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall
• Elementary School Co-Teachers
College Degree Required

• Middle School Co-Teachers:
College Degree Required
HS Level Science/Math/Social Studies

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
Fax: 703-713-3336
www.nysmith.com

F/T TEACHERS 
A childcare center in Herndon is seeking 
qualified F/T teachers/assistants.Please 

fax resume to 703-713-2298, email to 
sangley@va-childcare.com/call 

703-713-3983/84

LLaannddssccaappee

Chapel    Valley   Landscape   Company 
is   seeking    US Citizen    workers    for 
Restricted Government Projects. The 
candidates must have landscape main-
tenance or related field experience; will-
ing to train the right candidate. Premi-
um pay and benefits. Fax resume to 
Carmen  Palacios   at  703-406-9251  or 
e-mail to carmenp@chapelvalley.com. 
EOE. Substance-free workplace.

Landscape
Chapel Valley Landscape Company is

seek-
ing  Crew Personnel - Supervisors for 

the Landscape Maintenance Branch in 
Dulles, VA. The candidates must have 

landscape maintenance or related field ex-
perience; willing to train the right candi-

dates. Please contact 
Carmen Palacios at 703-406-0802, 

ext. 4517 or e-mail resume to 
carmenp@chapelvalley.com. EOE.

Substance-free workplace.

Landscape
La compañía de jardinería Chapel Valley es-
tá buscando Personal de Tripulación y Su-
pervisores para su rama de mantenimiento 
de jardines en Dulles, Virginia. Los candi-

dates deben de tener experiencia en manteni-
miento o experiencia relacionada con este 
campo, dispuestos a entrenar a la persona 

correcta. Por favor contactesé con Carmen 
al 703-406-0802, ext. 4517 o mande su 

resumen por e-mail al 
carmenp@chapelvalley.com. EOE. 

Substance-free workplace.

Licensed Therapist 
UMFS is seeking a full time Licensed 

Therapist to work in an 8 bed, youth resi-
dential crisis center in Centreville. Must 

have LCSW, LPC or comparable license & a 
Master's in a related field. Provides psychi-
atric assistance to mentally and/or emotion-
ally disturbed youths. Provides therapeutic 
guidance to treatment team on clinical & 

group process issues. Supervises Treatment 
Team. Residential experience req’d. Super-

visory experience preferred. Bi-lingual a 
plus. On-call is req’d. Apply online at 

www.umfs.org. EOE

SALES PERSON
Part-time, Full-time • Top Salary

Excellent working conditions.
Flexible hours. No nights/Sundays.

Requirements: retail ladies fashion exp, energetic,
mature 40+, pleasant personality, fluent English.

Call Mrs. Shipe Between 11am & 4pm
MAE’S DRESS BOUTIQUE

703-356-6333 • McLean, Virginia

Ladies Apparel

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Photographer/Sales Rep
Our365 Photography has a unique op-
portunity providing parents with “once in 
a lifetime” newborn portraits as a Pho-
tographer/Sales Rep at Reston Hospital.  
Apply at www.our365.com/opportunities

RECEPTIONISTS, FT & PT
Must love Dogs.  Groom ‘N Glory Pet 
Salon in Centreville seeks responsible, 
caring, motivated individuals for F/T & 
P/T  Receptionists  positions.   Tues-Sat.  

Call: 703-830-5574

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG
Trainees NEEDED NOW

Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING   Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better way
to fill your

employment
openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

FLOORING FLOORING

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Gutter Resetting
Ice Damage Repair

Gutter Guards

M&O REPAIR

703-843-4792
HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING Whew! Am I glad it’s today, February 28,
2011. Not that there was anything imminent
about yesterday, February 27, 2011 – my two-
year anniversary (some anniversary) and end
date of my original life-expectancy prognosis
but, when you’re given two years to live, the
date on which that anniversary arrives
(although my oncologist has said that there’s
nothing particularly/inevitably accurate about
such dates), is a day of reckoning, to be sure.
And since I’m still alive, I reckon I’ll make note
of it, yet again – in arrears this week.

Not so much as an accomplishment, as in I
did it. More like a date of destiny that is now
behind me. Now I can focus (or try to, any-
way; let’s be honest here) on something else, a
future beyond a specific date. And just like my
rear end is behind me and I don’t see it too
much, maybe I can put this two-year anniver-
sary date behind me and not see it too much -
for what it was: the unexpected end of my life.
(“I’m too young to die, too handsome; well,
too young.” Curly Howard of The Three
Stooges.) Life goes on. Now what?

Perhaps I can – or will – consider the possi-
bilities and stop trying to figure the probabili-
ties? Perhaps I can forget about the past (my
diagnosis) and only focus on the present/
future, live for today and take advantage of the
gift of life that I’ve been given/earned? Perhaps
I can get out of my own way (emotionally) and
resume living a normal life (“normal” meaning
one without cancer)? Perhaps I can finish this
column with being sophomoric? I am a college
graduate after all. I should know better. Just
because I’ve lived this long doesn’t exactly
mean I’ll live a lot longer.

In fact/in my reality, nothing is going to
change, except maybe for the worse. I need to
keep doing/thinking exactly as I have in the
past because whatever I’ve been doing/ think-
ing has caused me to outlive my original prog-
nosis and for my oncologist to characterize my
health as “Amazing,” and to say that my
tumors are in “partial stable remission,” if you
recall a previous column. All that has changed
– and should change living forward, is my spe-
cific focus. It’s no longer a date. Now the dates
ahead are endless, not nearing an end.

Having made it this far (lived this long)
though, I feel unburdened somehow. There’s
no deadline (pun intended) anymore. How-
ever, just as difficult as it is to turn around an
ocean liner after it’s headed out to sea (they
don’t exactly turn on a dime), so too will it be
difficult for me to not be ever mindful of hav-
ing cancer, and of having surpassed a date,
random though it may semi have been, when
my doctor told me my diagnosis and said that
I might not be alive in “13 months to two
years.”

But I am alive, and oddly enough, a bit
unsure; in fact, more unsure than I’ve been in
almost two years. For these past two years, I’ve
had a goal, sort of, my life expectancy, as pro-
vided by my oncologist: February 27, 2011.
Having that date as a goal may have helped
carry me/motivate throughout this ordeal. And
though I may not have been exactly sure what
kind of certainty to associate with that date
while pursuing it, having reached it yesterday –
and passed it today, has given me pause to
reflect, and to write these last two columns.

I sort of feel like a dog (or a cat) who chases
something (some kind of toy, perhaps) and
then finally catches it. Having never previously
caught the toy, the dog doesn’t know what to
do with it. Its life has been the pursuit, not the
actual realization of that pursuit. Not that I
ever thought that reaching these two dates
would be cause for celebration (more like a
miracle), but now that I’ve reached them, I’m
uncomfortable being here without having any
dates ahead to pull me forward. I will admit to
one thing, though, I sure don’t want to go
backwards.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

February
28, 2011
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Long & Foster Realtors
1700 Bracknell Drive • Reston, VA 20194
Serving Northern Virginia

*** Experience. Results. Top Notch Customer Service. ***

• 2008, 2009, 2010 Top Producer- Herndon/Reston L&F

• 2008, 2009, 2010 Top Team - Herndon/Reston L&F

• Over 70% of our listings are Under Contract in less than 2 months

• Over 50% of our listings are Under Contract in less than 2 weeks

43149 Laughing
Quail Ct,
Ashburn

$1,000,000
MLS LO7545256

Gorgeous 5BR,7BA
home profess. land-
scaped & backs to
pond. Every builder
option is in this
house. Beamed ceil-
ing, grand entrance

w/double staircase, 2-story FR, sunroom off kitchen & windowed conserva-
tory. Gourmet kitchen w/all the bells n whistles. HUGE WALK-OUT base-
ment w/wet bar, 2 BAs, BR, media rm, game room & many full size windows.
Fantastic deck, gazebo & patio w/perfect views

12031
Creekbend Dr,

Reston
$965,000
MLS FX7545147

Gorgeous 5 BR,
4.5BA colonial on
tree-filled lot is
steps from Town
Center. Gourmet
kitchen w/42”
cabinets & gran-
ite. 2 FPs, hard-

woods throughout main, beautiful molding & so many windows! Amazing,
HUGE Walk-UP basement perfect for entertaining. Bay windows, vaulted
ceilings, BIG rooms...this home has it ALL. Large deck looks to open back-
yard with plenty of room to play!

21890 Hyde
Park Drive,

Ashburn
$785,000
MLS LO7543341

Gorgeous
6BR/5.5BA home
w/phenomenal 1/2
acre lot backing to
common area,
trees. Bright, open
floorplan incl.
gourmet kitchen,

sunny 2-story FR w/FP. Newly refin. gorgeous hardwoods. HUGE walkout
bsmt w/2nd FP, REC room, workout rm, sauna, BR & full BA. ALL UPPER
BR have OWN full BA. Beautiful hard/ landscaping incl huge trex deck, slate
walkway & patio. Storage galore!

10718 Midsummer Dr,
Reston

$665,000
MLS FX7549564

Gorgeous GULICK
Contemporary home
on private wooded
lot. Bright home
w/wall of windows &
high vaulted ceil-
ings. Completely
updated kitchen &
upper BAs. Master

BR has vaulted wood ceiling & hardwood floors. Large BRs w/1 BR on main.
Wrap around deck w/hot tub. It’s like the perfect mountain retreat right in
Reston with all the amenities, shopping & restaurants just minutes away!

13100
Bramblewood Ln,

Herndon
$585,000
MLS FX7542013

Largest model
on cul-de-sac
beside protected,
common area in
Franklin Farm.
Home has new
hardwood floors,
paint, roof, gran-

ite. 4 spacious & bright BRs, HUGE MBR w/ sitting area, vaulted ceilings &
large MBA. Fantastic deck facing wooded lot - so much room for play! Desired
school cluster! Great basement to make your own!

8793 Ellis Mills Dr,
Gainesville

$455,000
MLS PW7548553

So much LARGER
than it looks! This
3700 sq. ft. home is
BETTER than
NEW! Better LOT
(1/3+ acre), it is
available NOW,
NO cost to paint or
add window treat-

ments. Basement & patio already finished! Large Gourmet kitchen. 5BRs
UPSTAIRS & 4.5 BAs. W/UP basement. FP, porch, Laundry on Upper.
STORAGE in basement & Garage. VRE 7 miles, Direct Metro Bus to DC 5
min away.

851 N. Glebe Rd
#309, Arlington
$431,900
MLS AR7520540

REDUCED - Don’t
miss this BRIGHT,
1BR w/Den-2ndBR
with over 900 sq.
ft. In the heart of
Ballston, steps
from the METRO,
secure w/parking
in underground

garage. Fireplace, balcony and kitchen features maple cabinets, granite
counters & ceramic flooring. Fantastic building amenities incl. rooftop pool,
business center, gym & movie room. 2nd parking spot can be rented. STEPS
2 shopping & restaurants!

12800 Lady
Fairfax Cir,

Herndon
$365,000
MLS FX7533431

Gorgeous short
sale on HUGE cor-
ner lot! Screened-
in porch, electric
fence! Updated kit
w/granite, 42”
cherry cabinets,
backsplash, bay

window & eat in area. Large SUNNY BRs & beautiful, spa MBA. Extras incl.
crown molding, chair rail & GAS FP. Garage converted into HUGE bonus
REC ROOM (easy to convert back!) Long driveway means u still have space
to park! Short Sale - make an offer!

2434 Coopers Branch, Herndon  $255,000
MLS FX7484574

What a DEAL! Largest 3-level 3BR, 2.5BA model in comm. RARE 2-CAR GARAGE!
Hardwood thruout main level. Gourmet kitchen w/granite, cherry cab., island,
ceramic tile. So many windows, bright & sunny. All the extras: crown molding, FP,
box window, laundry on main. Plus balcony & alarm system. Lrge. MBR has vaulted
ceilings w/fan, walk-in closet. Lrge. secondary BRs & 1 BR has 2 closets!

7833 Mulberry
Bottom Ln,
Springfield
$540,000
MLS FX7539795

Completely NEW
home built in
2010! Gorgeous
gourmet kitchen
w/2 ovens, SS
appl, ample stor-
age, cork floors,
cherry cabs. &

breakfast bar. Upgraded flooring EVERYWHERE! HUGE MBR w/spa bath,
custom closets & upper deck. Steam shower in 2nd BA. Whole house genera-
tor, shed, hot tub, pond & deck! Garage w/ built-in storage! Skylights, ceiling
fans, amazing details!
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6104
Winnepeg Dr,

Burke
$550,000
MLS FX7548532

Gorgeous
home backing
to conservancy
land in the
heart of Burke
Center.
Immaculate,
bright and
open. Updated

kitchen and baths. Great fenced lot and landscaped yard. Finished basement
includes sep. full BR and full BA. Close to everything - shops, restaurants,
Ft. Belvoir and major transportation arteries and public transit.
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Leslie K. Thurman — Team Leader

Looking to BUY or SELL a home, give us a CALL.
We specialize in working with first time home
buyers, luxury homes, relocation, investors and
short sales/foreclosures.

Mobile: 703-895-6000
Office: 703-439-1921

LeslieKThurman@gmail.com
TAHomes@gmail.com

www.lesliethurman.com
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Ethel Court,
Manassas

$900,000
Beautiful custom
built home on
the Occoquan
River, set on over
5+ acres, a hunt-
ing & fishing
paradise! Picture
windows through-
out offers wonder-
ful views year
round. 3 finished

lvls w/5 lg bdrms, 4full/2half baths, loft & wine cellar . Master suite on main
floor. Large 2 level deck scales, entire back of home, overlooking trees, pri-
vate dock & river.

Mobile: 703-895-6000  •  Office: 703-439-1921
LeslieKThurman@gmail.com • TAHomes@gmail.com
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