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School Gives Back
A+, Page 10

Walking Through
Reston’s History
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Creating Beauty
Inside and Out

News, Page 7

Walking Through
Reston’s History

News, Page 3

Langston Hughes Middle School SCA members
Tyler Macaluso (Treasurer), Amy Zhao (Secretary),

Christina Kim (Vice President) and Asia Aylano
White (President) stand with their Principal,

Aimee Monticchio, in the Hall of Nations. The
school is celebrating the 30th anniversary.
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News
Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jeanne Theismann

The Connection

I
t was a bittersweet homecoming for 74 mem
bers of the elite Fairfax County Urban Search
and Rescue team as they returned in the early
morning hours of March 20 from a mission to

the devastated Sendai region of Japan, where a 9.0
earthquake and subsequent tsunami left an estimated
8,649 people dead and 13,261 still missing.

“We never experienced anything like this before,”
said task force leader Bob Zoldos of the March 11
catastrophe. “The damage and destruction was in-
credibly widespread. The tsunami moved many of
the victims from their original location, which made
finding survivors more difficult.”

Also known as Virginia Task Force 1, the team spent
a week alongside teams from around the world
searching for survivors, without any success.

“This was really monstrous — an earthquake and
tsunami coming together like this,” said Japanese
Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki, who was on hand to
express his gratitude to the team. “The news of your
arrival in my country and your activities were en-
couraging to all Japanese. We were watching every
day as you worked in the dark and cold on such a
difficult task.”

Fujisaki arrived at the team’s training center on
West Ox Road in Fairfax at 2 a.m. March 20 to speak

individually with family members waiting for VATF-
1 to arrive.

“He thanked us for our team member,” said Zoldos’
mother Kay. “It was emotional for everyone since we
are the ones who feel so bad for him and the people
of his country.”

Joining Fujisaki in welcoming the team home were
Fairfax County Fire Chief Ronald Mastin, Mason Dis-
trict Supervisor Penny Gross and Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova.

“Every mission is different and this one was espe-
cially difficult,” said Bulova at the team’s 4:20 a.m.
debriefing. “Thank you so much for what you do.
You have made us so proud.”

Bulova expressed her condolences to Fujisaki and
presented him with an official Fairfax County gov-
ernment lapel pin as a token of friendship.

“I’m sure all Americans are very proud of you,”
Fujisaki said, his voice breaking as he struggled to
maintain composure. “You conducted such a heroic
and brave activity and the people of Japan are so
grateful to you. We will never forget this.”

After a standing ovation, Fujisaki left the team
members to return to their families, many with pa-
jama-clad children waving signs and holding balloons
as they embraced their team members.

VATF-1 deployed within hours of the initial earth-
quake, carrying approximately 30 tons of equipment,
including four swift water boats and swift water res-
cue gear.

“All of that has been left behind, including the
boats,” Gross said. “We left equipment, food and sup-
plies behind for the Japanese people as they con-
tinue their relief efforts.”

A contingent of international press interviewed
team members on the conditions in Japan.

Billy Moreland, a member of the Fairfax
County Urban Search and Rescue team, is
welcomed home from Japan by his wife
Danielle and 8-year-old daughter Sarah.
Moreland assisted in rescue efforts in the
wake of the earthquake and tsunami that
struck the country March 11.

Firefighter Robert Shoenberger embraces
his children upon his return March 20
from VATF-1 rescue efforts in the wake of
the recent Japanese earthquake and
tsunami.

Elite Search and Rescue Team
Returns from Japan
VATF-1 returns home as
rescue operation turns
to recovery.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
 few years ago, Reston
resident Jim Lewis was
wandering around his

backyard, and he found himself
wondering what the deep
trenches were. His neighbor,
Bob Eldridge found himself
wondering the same thing, and
the two of them began to re-
search. They found out that
their backyards were the site of
Civil War trenches, rifle pits and
artillery locations.

Soon the two began speaking
at local churches and commu-
nity centers, often bringing with
them Civil War relics they found
along Hunter Mill Road.

“Soon people started asking
us to take them out to locations
where things happened along
the road,” Lewis said. “Eventu-
ally we published a self-guided
tour book so people could scout
the locations themselves.”

On April 2, in recognition of
the 150th anniversary of the Civil
War, Eldridge and Lewis will
give a tour of the area behind
their houses and along a portion
of the W and OD Trail. They will
give history buffs a firsthand
look at the earthworks on their
property, as well as stories about
the activities along the trail.

“The trail was used fre-
quently, even after the tracks
were torn up,” Lewis said. “It
was one of the main supply

lines from the Fairfax Court-
house, which was a big supply
depot during the war. We want
to show the earthworks, tell the
story behind why they were
built the way they were.”

Loren Bruce of the Reston
Historic Trust, says the tour is
the first in what they hope is a
series of events during between
2011 and 2015, 150 years af-
ter the Civil War.

“The history of who was ac-
tually walking along the W&OD
trail would surprise you,” he
said. “There was a very prolific,
very famous writer that walked
along the trail and also a pro-
lific, famous reporter whose
first assignment was as a corre-
spondent.”

Lewis and Eldridge are coy
when asked about the histori-
cal figures they will be discuss-
ing, but they say all will be re-
vealed on the April 2 tour.

“Our motivation is to tell a
story, and get that wide-eyed
look back when someone says
‘I didn’t know that,’” Eldridge
said.

As members of the Hunter
Mill Defense League, the two
helped create a documentary,
“Danger Between the Lines,”
which described the daily lives
of the people that lived along
Hunter Mill Road during the
Civil War. They also helped
place six historical markers at
the intersection of Hunter Mill
Road and the W&OD Trail.

April 2 walking tour kicks off
150th anniversary of Civil War.

Walking Through
Reston’s History

The intersection of Hunter Mill Road and the W&OD
Trail will be a focal point of the April 2 “Civil War
Earthworks in Reston” tour, which commemorates
the 15th anniversary of the start of the Civil War.
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News

RA Board At-Large candidate
Sridhar Ganesan was unable to
attend the March 7 candidates
forum due to a personal emer-
gency. Here are his answers to
questions previously answered
by other candidates.

How do you view RA and
the RA Board’s role?

“My vision for the RA is to
take the leadership in creating
one voice for Reston, and rep-
resent and advance Reston’s
interests at the county level and
with external agencies. My goal
is to get on the board, work on
the process to get a more inte-
grated and coordinated ap-
proach for Reston, and then fo-
cus the board’s agenda towards
making efforts to create such an
organization, whether formal
or otherwise. I think moving
towards one common structure
and voice to going to be more
helpful in the long run.”

What is your view as to
who is the appropriate
entity to do covered tennis
in Reston?

“It is time to bring covered ten-
nis to Reston, but I think it should
be under the RA. Given that the
RA has the broader responsibility
of the membership of the

homeowners, it should natu-
rally fall under the RA. Equally
important, there are so many
great tennis courts under its ju-
risdiction, it would be a lot
easier to administer and the RA
has a full tennis and other sup-
port staff that can manage the
indoor tennis facilities.”

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
s election season in
Reston continues, in
cumbent Reston Asso
ciation Hunters

Woods/Dogwood director Cheryl
Beamer and her opponent Victor
Van Rees have different focuses on
the future of their district, and
Reston as a whole.

Beamer was elected in 2007,
and has served as RA board liai-
son to the Transportation, Pedes-
trian and Bicycle, Legal and Cov-
enants committees, as well as on
the Reston Neighborhood Advi-
sory Board and the Initiative for
Public Art Reston.

She says the main issue in the
Hunters Woods/Dogwood district
is how the coming Metrorail will
affect it.

“RA should play a strong role in
negotiating an outcome that pre-
serves and protects the quality of
life for the Polo Fields Cluster,” she
said. “For example, the existing
Herndon office complex could be
profitably developed into a mixed-
use building integrating Metro
parking. Expanding the existing
office building space rather than
constructing an additional parking
structure takes vision and the abil-
ity to forge creative working rela-
tionships.”

Van Rees has served in leadership

roles in the Tanner Cluster
Homeowners Association, Herndon
Babe Ruth Baseball and Northern
Virginia Senior Babe Ruth Baseball.
He is also a member of the Reston
Covenants committee, and has ex-
perience in management, team
building, social media and commu-
nications, as well as home construc-
tion, remodeling and landscaping.

He says he also has concerns
with how the Metro will affect the
Polo Fields Cluster.

“In my district, Polo Fields resi-
dents feel underrepresented and
are worried about the impact of
the Monroe stop, it’s practically on
top of them. They’re concerned
about commuters parking in front

of their homes, high volume traf-
fic and an increase in air and noise
pollution,” he said. “RA should
make a strong case with the Metro
and county for sound walls and
limiting on-street parking, and
positioning Metro garages to
lessen the impact of a limited in-
frastructure.”

In addition to the open seat for
the Hunters Woods/Dogwood dis-
trict, there are five candidates vy-
ing for an open at-large seat. Bal-
lots were mailed starting March 7
and must be cast no later than 5
p.m. on April 1. More information
about candidates and the election
process can be found at
www.reston.org.

RA Candidates Debate:
What do you view as important recommendations that
should come out of the Reston Master Plan Special Study
Task Force?

Cheryl Beamer, incumbent Hunters Woods/Dogwood
district director for the Reston Association Board, is facing
off against Victor Van Rees in the RA board election.

Minimizing Metro’s Impact
Hunters Woods/Dogwood candidates offer solutions
for district.
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Andrew Sigle, At-Large candidate
“Design excellence of the corridor. With transit-

oriented development, we’ve got a shot at getting
it right. Looking at what’s been done, and picking
the best and working with the developers and
county to make it so.”

Donovan D’Souza, At-Large candidate
“Not everyone wants to live in fishbowls in the

sky. We need to make sure Reston does not turn
into a concrete jungle. Keeping with Robert
Simon’s vision of Reston as a community where
one can live, work and play … saving Reston for
future generations.”

John E. George, At-Large candidate
“Since the founding [of Reston] we’ve had

single family, we’ve had apartments and
townhouses. The reason we had that is because we
want to attract a diversity of people. As we move
into the future, we need to continue that if we
want to continue Robert Simon’s legacy.”

Sridhar Ganesan, At-Large candidate
“Strong engagement with the planning and

implementation of mixed-use development
projects around Metrorail stations as well as
transportation solutions and attracting new
residents into RA from residential developments
along the rail corridor.”

Jason Carlo, At-Large candidate
“With Metro coming in, we want to make sure

we integrate that into the community to maintain
Reston’s look and feel. If you go to certain parts of
the Washington, D.C. area and it looks like the
Metro has overrun the town. In other parts, you
wouldn’t even know the Metro is there because it’s
integrated. We need to go to those towns, find out
how they did it and build smarter.”

Cheryl Beamer, Hunters Wood/Dogwood
candidate

“One recommendation that needs to be added:
where a development renders an adverse environ-
mental impact, mitigation credit towards a remedy
should be confined to application within Reston.
So if a developer established a park in Lorton, that
credit does not go to offset the adverse impact of
that developer’s project in Reston.”

Victor Van Rees, Hunters Wood/Dog-
wood candidate

“Preserving the recreational and natural areas is
an essential need and a big reason my family lives
here. Let’s work on paths aimed towards Reston
Town Center and Metro station. Many paths
connect to common areas in clusters and neighbor-
hoods. Let’s develop RA, homeowners association,
even Reston Town Center mutual enhancement
partnerships to mitigate the coming gridlock.”

— Alex McVeigh
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Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
Call me today.

WEEKEND BRUNCH
The Best Irish Breakfast in Town!
Enjoy our generous servings of eggs,
Irish rashers, black & white pudding,
Irish sausages, Irish beans, home fries

and fried tomato.

SPORTS ON 7 HDTV’s
Hockey, Europeans Sports,

College Games & More!

www.facebook.com/Osullivansherndon

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Music, Trivia, Darts and more
• Music three nights a week.
• Live Trivia Night
• Dart Tournaments
• Irish Music Sessions

Outdoor Seating
Available!

Open until 2 AM
Seven Days Week

Experience the hospitality
that made Ireland famous

When you are looking for a quick but
satisfying lunch or a hearty, enjoyable

dinner our menu has something for
 everyone.From the largest of appetites

to the most refined palates, you’ll
appreciate the Irish favorites as well

as American pub fare classics
found at O’Sullivan’s Irish Pub.

Experience the hospitality
that made Ireland famous

754 Elden Street, Suite 102
Herndon VA 20170

703-464-0522 (pub) • 703-464-5922 (fax)
http://www.osullivansirishpub.com

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

2005 Pricing2005 Pricing2005 Pricing2005 Pricing2005 Pricing

Free Japanese Maple Planted
$479 Value with 200 sq. ft. Patio or

Equivalent Hardscape Purchase
with this ad

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Paid Advertisement

9 Things You Must Know Before
Putting Your Home Up for Sale

Washington, D.C.  A new report has just
been released which reveals the 7 costly
mistakes most homeowners make when sell-
ing their home, and a 9 Step System that can
help you to avoid them and sell your home
fast and for the most money.
  This industry report shows clearly how the
traditional approaches to selling homes have
become increasingly less effective in today’s
complex and fast paced society. The fact of
the matter is that three quarters of home
sellers don’t get what they want for their
homes, become disillusioned and – worse-
financially disadvantaged when they put
their homes on the market.
  As this report shows, most home sellers

make the same 7 deadly mistakes costing
them thousands of dollars needlessly.  The
good news is that each and every one of
these mistakes is preventable.  In answer to
this issue, industry insiders have prepared a
FREE, Special Report called, “The 9 Step
System to Get Your Home Sold Fast and For
Top Dollar.”
  To learn more and order your personal
copy of this FREE Special Report just call,
toll-free, 1-800-363-0356 and when
prompted enter ID # 2000  You can call
any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get this FREE Special Report NOW to find
out how you can get the most money for
your home in today’s market.

Provided by PenFed Realty, LLC Reston, VA Copyright© 2011.
This is a no-obligation community service

703-471-7120
Our Technicians are our employees

681 Spring Street, Herndon
Same Location 42 Years • In Business 47 Years
Around the corner from the Ice House • Across the street from the Fire Station

Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thur & Fri - 9-6, Wed - 9-5, Sat - 9-3

www.RobertsCarpets.com

ORIENTAL
RUG SALE

Hand-knotted, Persian, Pakistan and India

Oriental Rug Cleaning
Washed at Our Location

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

20% OFF
Expires 3/30/11

• Reweaving • New Fringes
• Repairs of all types of Oriental

Rugs • All repairs

No Interest
Financing for

15 Months
Hardwood Flooring

on SALE Exp. 4/7/11

Las Vegas Night
to Benefit
SLHS Drama

The South Lakes High School
Theatre Arts Boosters present Las
Vegas Night to benefit the cast and
crew of “Rumors” by Neil Simon
and their trip to perform and rep-
resent the state of Virginia and the
United States, at the International
Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scot-
land in August.  Tickets include
hor d’ourves, one drink, gaming
chips.  There will also be a cash
bar and silent auction.

April 1, 7-11:30 p.m. at Reston
Community Center, 2310 Colts
Neck Rd. in Reston. $45 in ad-
vance, $50 at the door (cash only).
Go to www.southlakesdrama.com/
lasvegasnight.htm for more info or
to purchase tickets online.

News

THURSDAY/MARCH 31
Newcomers Night. 7 p.m. Reston

Association Conference Center,
12001 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston.
Learn about the amenities, services
and programs available through the
Reston Association. Meet members of
the RA Board and staff and find out
about volunteer opportunities. Light
refreshments and door prizes.
Reserve at 703-435-7986 or
habrock@reston.org<mailto:habrock@reston.org.
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Opinion

H
ave you seen what our political
districts look like?

It’s as if the clown who makes
balloon animals has gone mad.

And it could be amusing if it didn’t mat-
ter so much.

Our once-a-decade exercise in parti-
san hubris is about to unfold. Next
week we’ll likely see proposals that seek to
protect Democratic seats in the Virginia Sen-
ate, Republican seats in the Virginia House of
Delegates. The status quo in Fairfax County will
get another 10-year term. Virginia’s incum-
bents in Congress will get some reassuring
padding, even if it means districts that look
like boa constrictors that are digesting a couple
of meals and have been run over by a car in
one or two places.

We are not likely to see districts that best
represent residents. No one with power is talk-
ing about how to draw lines that increase voter
participation and citizen involvement.

Political districts should be drawn by a non-
partisan commission that looks at providing
communities with representation that works.
What works is keeping communities of inter-

est together, so that one town or community is
encompassed in some of its political districts.
Each resident is represented locally by one
member of Congress, a state senator, a state

delegate, and then by a county board
or city or town council.

The Democratically-controlled Sen-
ate and Republican-controlled House

of Delegates appear to have a gentleman’s
agreement in place to focus on their own
branch of the legislature and not interfere with
each other’s lines. So Democrats will gerryman-
der the senate lines and Republicans will ger-
rymander the delegate lines.

In Northern Virginia, many of these districts
sprawl and crawl out like amoebas to capture
a given precinct if it will help or hurt partisan
balance. Instead districts should be designed
for good representation, shared high school
boundaries, shared land use concerns, shared
traffic challenges, shared public safety con-
cerns. It’s unrealistic to think that part-time
legislators will be able to master the nuances
and needs that spread out across three or more
jurisdictions, as some delegate districts do.

Delegate districts in particular are the small-

est unit of representation for many people, with
about 80,000 residents to be included in the
newly drawn districts. These districts can and
should focus compactly on communities.

Meanwhile, in Fairfax County local govern-
ment, the likely outcome of redistricting will
be the status quo, with nine supervisor districts,
even though Fairfax County’s population has
grown by more than 10 percent and so could
easily support another district. An additional
district would allow for elected officials, both
supervisors and school board members, to fo-
cus on a smaller number of residents, roads,
schools and issues. Fairfax should also consider
adding a couple of at-large seats in the future
to balance the power of a single supervisor.

Arlington’s county board is elected entirely
at-large, but should consider changing to have
some political districts that could broaden rep-
resentation for minorities — ethnic minorities,
economic minorities and political minorities.

No one actually making decisions seems to
be interested in creating districts that best rep-
resent the residents of the districts.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewpapers.com

Opportunity about To Be Squandered
Once-a-decade redistricting offers achance to do
it right; no one with power seems interested.

More
Stories and graphics at

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Editorial

By Kenneth R. “Ken”

Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

V
irginia spends less on
per-pupil funding K-
12 than does the

state of Mississippi, accord-
ing to an editorial in the
Roanoke Times last week.
Not much less; but less along
with twelve other states that spend
less than Mississippi, the state that
has always been thought to be the
bottom rung on the ladder for
school funding. Virginia’s state per
pupil funding of $4,840 was sig-
nificantly less than the national av-
erage of $6,139 and less than
Maryland at $6,503 and West Vir-
ginia at $6,116. Our rank of 38th
lowest is a drop from being the
33rd lowest in 2006-07.

Of course, public education is a

partnership be-
tween the state and
local governments
in Virginia and in
most states. The
numbers above are
only part of the
story. To under-

stand the full story, one needs also
to consider local funding.
Virginia’s budget is based on a split
of the costs of schools with the
state on the average paying 55
percent and the local government
paying 45 percent. The actual
monies a locality receives is based
on its wealth as measured by a
composite index. Wealthy commu-
nities must pay up to 80 percent
of their education costs while the
poorest localities may pay as little

as 20 percent of educational costs.
In practice, however, the state has
seldom reached its average of 55
percent. In 2007-08, before the full
impact of the recession, Virginia
was providing only 41 percent of
K-12 revenue; localities had to pick
up 53 percent rather than 45 per-
cent. The federal government pro-
vided 6 percent of revenue. Put all
the sources of revenue together
and Virginia’s $11,080 per pupil
funding is slightly above the na-
tional average of $11,004.

As you have already figured out,
if the state is not providing its re-
quired share the localities must
make up the difference. That is
why the Commonwealth ranks
12th in local per-pupil funding.
Local school boards and local su-
pervisors attempt to preserve their
schools as much as they can, and
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when state revenue is not provided
they have to provide more local
money. The only source for major
local revenue is the property tax.
As property values have gone
down tax rates have had to be ad-
justed upward to offset the loss of
state revenue. While Richmond
politicians brag about not raising
taxes, they actually have in real-
ity by forcing more and more
school costs down to localities and
onto the property tax payers’
backs. Local communities pick up
the difference because of their
commitment to quality schools.

If you want to check the source
of any of these numbers, go to
www.jlarc.virginia.gov. Go to the
publication, “Virginia Compared to
Other States, 2011.” I will address
other comparisons in future col-
umns.

Virginia in the Nation
Commentary

THURSDAY/MARCH 24
Lupus Support Group. 12 p.m. at

Reston Hospital Center, The West
Wing, 1850 Town Center Parkway,
Reston. lh@ascendcomm.com or
www.lupusgw.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 26
Fairfax County Mega Job and

Entrepreneurship Expo. 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Fairfax County Government

Center, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. Major area
employers, employment experts and
skill workshops.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/news/
mega-job-fair-employers.htm)

Hunter Mill Community Meeting
on the FY 2012 Budget. 9 a.m.
Reston Community Center Hunters
Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Reston. One of two meetings in the
Hunter Mill district to review the
proposed FY 2012 budget. With

Supervisor Cathy Hudgins and County
budget staff, Hunter Mill budget
committee members, and School
Board representative Stu Gibson.
Assistance with tax relief program for
senior and disabled citizens also be
available. hntrmill@fairfaxcounty.gov.

SUNDAY/MARCH 27
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support

Group. 6 p.m. Sunrise of Reston,
1778 Fountain Drive, Reston. 703-

956-8934.

TUESDAY/MARCH 29
“Race to Nowhere.” 6:30 p.m. South

Lakes High School, 11400 South
Lakes Drive, Reston. A film about the
high-pressure culture in schools and
children’s lives. Preview at
www.racetonowhere.com. $10 pre-
sale, $15 at the door, available at
http://
rtnsouthlakeshigh.eventbrite.com.

Bulletin Board To have community events listed in the Connection, send to reston@ connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

M
aude Hair Salon in Herndon
has been open for seven
years, and co-owner Celeste
Williams says every year

they make a concerted effort to help the
community around them. This commitment
was noticed this year, as Maude won the
2011 Best of Reston Award for small busi-
nesses.

“It’s nice to feel like you’re part of a com-
munity, to be part of something bigger than
yourself,” Williams
said. “As a hair sa-
lon, our business is
to help people feel
good about them-
selves, and we try
and extend that
wherever we can.”

Founded in 2003
by Williams,
Vanessa Rose and
Tina Jay, Maude was started from day one
to be more than just a place to get a hair-
cut.

“We’ve always believed in creating a posi-
tive culture, a safe place to grow and to
express yourself,” Williams said.

The salon has a yearly donation budget
dedicated to helping local charities, includ-
ing donating gift certificates to fundraisers.
They have also worked with Reston Inter-
faith, YMCA-Reston, the Embry Rucker
Community Shelter, Relay for Life, the Cys-
tic Fibrosis Foundation, the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, the American Cancer

Society and even helped raise funds to build
a black-box theater at the Duke Ellington
School for the Arts in Washington, D.C.

Their efforts to help others aren’t limited
to groups outside the studio. They also have
a two-year apprenticeship program that is
nationally certified and recognized, and al-
lows applicants who might not otherwise
be able to afford cosmetology school to get
into the profession.

“We act as a school, donating our time to
educating people who are interested in a
career,” Williams said. “It takes a little
longer than going to cosmetology school,
but the apprentices are able to experience
the day-to-day work in a real salon while
they’re learning.”

Valerie Roller, a staff member at Maude
says she is inspired every day by the phi-
losophy behind Maude.

“They’re the best
bosses, they really
are. They treat us
like family,” Roller
said. “They inspire
us every day to
make people pret-
tier inside and out.”

Judy Redpath,
chair of the Hon-
oree Selection

Committee for the Best of Reston, says even
though Maude’s mailing address says
Herndon, the extent of their work is truly
community-wide.

“They’re located in Herndon, but the
people they serve are all over the place.
We’re not concerned with boundaries, we
see the positive energy they put into this
community,” Redpath said. “They’re com-
mitted to making a vibrant, healthy, viable
community all around them.”

Maude Salon is located at 775 Station
Street in Herndon, and can be found online
at www.maudehair.com.

Photo y Alex McVeigh/The Connection

Celeste Williams, Tina Jay and Vanessa Rose own Maude Salon in
Herndon, and were recognized as the Best of Reston small business
category this year.

Creating Beauty
Inside and Out
Maude Salon wins
Best of Reston award
for small business.

“It’s nice to feel like you’re
part of a community, to be
part of something bigger
than yourself.”

— Celeste Williams
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Visit www.restonlions.org, call 703-318-0768 or 703-439-7046
for mulch sale info and order form or 703-507-8679 for info

on Reston Lions Club membership.

ORDER RESTON LIONS MULCH!!
Select Double-Shredded Hardwood Delivered in

Reston, Hendon, Oak Hill

# bags  ________@ $4.70 / bag $______________
# pallets _______@ $202.50 / pallet $______________
                                                     Total $______________

Mail checks with name, address, phone, email and delivery instructions,
payable to Reston Lions Charities, Inc., for receipt by Friday, April 1, 2011
 to Reston Lions Club, SPB, 1511 Farsta Ct., Reston, VA 20190-4911

Free delivery in 3-cu. ft bags, Sat., April 16, 2011

Support hearing & eye exams, glasses
& hearing aids, diabetes prevention!

10-44 bags @ $4.70 / bag.
Pallets of 45 bags @ $202.50

Min. order 10 bags.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

M
any people
dream of re
tirement that
involves a

warm locale and taking up hob-
bies they didn’t have the time
to pursue before. When Barbara
Burleson of Reston was working
as a math teacher at Chantilly
High School, she had a slightly
different goal.

“I was always so jealous of my
friends that had time to volun-
teer, I always wanted to work at
The Closet,” said Burleson, re-
ferring to the nonprofit thrift
shop in downtown Herndon.

Now Burleson is able to live
her dream, and she is one of
dozens of volunteers who
helped sort incoming goods for
the spring re-opening of The
Closet last Saturday.

The Closet has cleared out
their winter gear and restocked
the shelves with clothing for
warmer weather and new stock.
Volunteers spent most of last
week completely cleaning the
store as well as putting out new
merchandise.

Burleson says she loves going
over the boxes and boxes of do-
nated items and seeing what
they can find.

“It’s fun to see what comes in
here, a lot of it is stuff you would
never see anywhere else,” she
said. “Sometimes it can be very
expensive stuff that people just
can’t keep for whatever reason,
and it’s picked up by someone
who will appreciate it.”

Burleson remembers seeing a
copper Turkish-made hookah
come in that was so ornate it
looked like a piece of art.

Volunteer Annette Reed of

Reston said she enjoys the cama-
raderie between the volunteers as
well.

“I love the people. The custom-
ers, the staff, the volunteers all of
them,” she said. “We’re all here
because we have something in
common, we want to provide a ser-
vice to this community. It’s all
about service to others.”

While the shoppers lined up out-
side the door before the store’s 10
a.m. opening Saturday, volunteers
were already hard at work cata-
loguing and pricing items. Others
helped unload donated items from
the rear of the store, where donors
showed up in droves to drop items
off.

Nathan Fisher, 14, a student at
Franklin Middle School started
volunteering to get his service
hours, but ended up enjoying it as
well.

“It was a fun way to get service

hours, the people are great and
you see some cool stuff,” he said.
“The coolest thing I’ve seen was
an old picture of a mummy. It
looked like it could be in a mu-
seum.”

Claudia Patil of Reston has
been volunteering for the past
eight years, and she is one of the
volunteers who catalogue items.

“I love the whole idea that
drives this place. We’re recycling
goods that people don’t need or
want anymore and giving them
to people who might otherwise
not be able to afford them,” Patil
said. “And the money that comes
in goes to a good purpose.
There’s no downside here.”

As a nonprofit, The Closet also
gives away vouchers for shoes
and clothing, as well as donat-
ing money to organizations such
as Herndon-Reston FISH, the
Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic, the
Embry Rucker Community Shel-
ter and Kids R First. Last year
alone they donated more than
$80,000 in free clothing and
other necessities to needy fami-
lies.

“Our overall mission is to pro-
vide these donated items at rea-
sonable prices for the entire
community,” said Aaron Sawyer,
the store manager. “All the do-
nations we make to local pro-
grams come from sales from the
store.”

Burleson says she loves the
idea that “all the money brought
in here stays in this area to help
local people.”

The Closet also serves areas
outside the Herndon-Reston.

The Closet is open Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and dona-
tions are accepted the same
days from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The
Closet is located at 845 Station
Street in Herndon, and can be
found online at
www.theclosetofgreaterherndon.org.

Nonprofit thrift store stocks new
merchandise for Spring.

Re-Opening The Closet

From left, volunteers
Claudia Patil, Barbara
Burleson and Dennis
Copfer sort and price
housewares Saturday
at The Closet, which
just re-opened for
Spring.

Maryam Tavana of Herndon,
a volunteer at The Closet,
sorts donated shoes in the
back room during The
Closet’s Spring re-opening
Saturday.

Photos by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection

Send announcements to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 23
Meet Borage the Iditarod Dog. 7

p.m. Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Learn
more about the Iditarod with dog
musher Karen Land and meet her dog,
Borage. Age 6 and up. 703-689-2700.

Kick-off Meeting for Paint
Herndon. 7:30 p.m. ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon.
Anyone interested in helping to plan
this year’s Paint Herndon Celebration
and Art Competition is invited. 703-
956-6590 or
www.artspaceherndon.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 24
Friends of the Oakton Library

Book Sale. 1 p.m. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
Wide selection, low prices. All ages.
703-242-4020.

Baby Steps Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Interactive storytime. Age 13-23
months with adult. 703-689-2700.

FRIDAY/MARCH 25
“Thrill Me: the Leopold and Loeb

Story.” 8 p.m. The Elden Street
Players at the Industrial Strength
Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. The story of Leopold and
Loeb, the Chicago “Thrill Killers” of
1924. 703-481-5930 or
www.eldenstreetplayers.org.

Mason Dance Company 2011 Gala
Concert. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Center for the Arts, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Featuring
work by Ohad Naharin, Lar Lubovitch,
Robert Battle and Susan Shields.
Tickets $20 adults, $12 students and
seniors, available at the Center for the
Arts Box Office, open Tuesday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., or at 888-
945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.” 8 p.m. CenterStage
Theater in Reston Community Center,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Six
teens battle for the top prize in a
musical about a spelling bee. Four
audience members will be selected to
play a cameo. If interested, sign up in
the lobby at least 30 minutes before
curtain time. Recommended for age
10 and up. Tickets $18-$21 at 703-
476-4500 or www.rcp-tix.com.

Friends of the Oakton Library
Book Sale. 10 a.m. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
Wide selection, low prices. All ages.
703-242-4020.

Reston Chapter of Quilter’s
Unlimited: Quilt Auction. 6:30
p.m. Armstrong Elementary School,
11900 Lake Newsport Road, Reston.
Live and silent auctions of a wide
variety of items, including things for
non-quilters. Proceeds help Reston
QU give free quilting lessons and
workshops. Free admission and
refreshments. Maryjspence@aol.com

SATURDAY/MARCH 26
Ballet and Bordeaux: An Evening

of Classical Elegance. 6 p.m. The
Center for Innovative Technology,
2214 Rock Hill Road, Herndon. The
Classical Ballet Theatre annual
celebration of the arts and fundraising
event. www.cbtnva.org.

“Thrill Me: the Leopold and Loeb
Story.” 8 p.m. The Elden Street
Players at the Industrial Strength
Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. The story of Leopold and
Loeb, the Chicago “Thrill Killers” of

1924. 703-481-5930 or
www.eldenstreetplayers.org.

Mason Dance Company 2011 Gala
Concert. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Center for the Arts, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Featuring
work by Ohad Naharin, Lar Lubovitch,
Robert Battle and Susan Shields.
Tickets $20 adults, $12 students and
seniors, available at the Center for the
Arts Box Office, open Tuesday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., or at 888-
945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.” 8 p.m. CenterStage
Theater in Reston Community Center,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Six
teens battle for the top prize in a
musical about a spelling bee. Four
audience members will be selected to
play a cameo. If interested, sign up in
the lobby at least 30 minutes before
curtain time. Recommended for age
10 and up. Tickets $18-$21 at 703-
476-4500 or www.rcp-tix.com.

Friends of the Oakton Library
Book Sale. 10 a.m. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
Wide selection, low prices. All ages.
703-242-4020.

A Staged Reading of “A Memory, A
Monologue, A Rant and A
Prayer.” 8 p.m. Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax,
2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. The
play explores the way violence affects
us all. V-Day is a global movement to
end violence against women and girls.
V-Day Oakton 2011 beneficiaries are
Men Can Stop Rape and Dating Abuse
Stops Here (DASH). Tickets $10-$25,
available at
vdayoakton2011.weebly.com.

Fairfax Swing Band. 8 p.m. Fairfax
High School Auditorium, 3501 Rebel
Run, Fairfax. A big band in the style
of Glenn Miller and Tommy Dorsey,
with the Main Street Community
Band, a symphonic wind ensemble.
$15 adults, $9 seniors, free admission
for age 18 and younger.
www.fairfaxband.org or 703-757-
0220.

SUNDAY/MARCH 27
Red Shoe Run & Walk 5K. Race

begins 9 a.m. at 2303 Dulles Station
Blvd., Herndon. “Kid’s Run” begins 10
a.m. Prizes for walkers and runners.
Adults $35, children $20. Team and
family discounts. Proceeds benefit
Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Greater Washington D.C. Register at
www.redshoe5K.org or 703-698-
7080.

Author Alan Orloff. 2 p.m. Barnes &
Noble Booksellers, 1851 Fountain
Drive, Reston. As part of Hadassah’s
Read Right Now event, local Orloff
will read and discuss “Diamonds for
the Dead.” 703-437-9490.

Chez Nous Reston Salon presents

Today’s Pakistani Woman: From
Barred Doors to the Height of Power,
featuring novelist Jacqueline St. Joan,
author of ‘My Sisters Made of Light,’
Nuchhi Currier, President, Woman’s
National Democratic Club and Lisa
Curtis, South Asia Policy Analyst, The
Heritage Foundation. Tickets $35, full
buffet.  $45 at the door.  Sunset Hills
Montessori School 11180 Ridge
Heights Road, Reston.

cheznousreston@gmail.com or 571-235-
3556.

MONDAY/MARCH 28
Michael O’Hanlon, Director of

Foreign Policy at the Brookings
Institution. 8 p.m. Northern

Virginia Hebrew Congregation, 1441
Wiehle Ave., Reston. The United
States’ national security and defense
policy analyst will speak on The
Limits of Foreign Policy:
Reconsidering the Future Role of the
U. S. in World Affairs. Free and open
to the public. 703-435-1226.

Easy Reader Book Discussion,
Level 2. 3 p.m. Reston Regional
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Read aloud and enjoy a
related craft. Call for title. Age 6-7.
703-689-2700.

ESL For Jobs. 6 p.m. Reston Regional
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. English conversation and job
skills. Adults. 703-689-2700.

TUESDAY/MARCH 29
One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 2

p.m. and 7 p.m. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
Learn the basics of the Internet, Word
and Excel. Adults. 703-242-4020.

All About Bugs Preschool
Storytime. 7 p.m. Herndon
Fortnightly Library, 768 Center St.,
Herndon. Stories and rhymes. Age 2-5
with adult. 703-437-8855.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 30
One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 3

p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn the
basics of the Internet, Word and
Excel. Adults. 703-242-4020.

THURSDAY/MARCH 31
Entry deadline for the “At Home in

Herndon” Town Calendar. 5 p.m.
The competition is open to
professional and amateur
photographers aged 16 or older. Go to
www.artspaceherndon.org and click

on the Classes, Workshops, and Calls
for Art link.

FRIDAY/APRIL 1
The Virginia Opera: Puccini’s

“Madama Butterfly.” 8 p.m. at
George Mason University Center For
The Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. $48-$98.
888-945-2468 or www.tickets.com.

“Thrill Me: the Leopold and Loeb
Story.” 8 p.m. The Elden Street
Players at the Industrial Strength
Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. The story of Leopold and
Loeb, the Chicago “Thrill Killers” of
1924. 703-481-5930 or
www.eldenstreetplayers.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 2
“Thrill Me: the Leopold and Loeb

Story.” 8 p.m. The Elden Street
Players at the Industrial Strength
Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. The story of Leopold and
Loeb, the Chicago “Thrill Killers” of
1924. 703-481-5930 or
www.eldenstreetplayers.org.

Something Different 2011. 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. The Elden Street Players,
Industrial Strength Theatre, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. Four
short improvised plays for young
audiences, including The Gingerbread
Man, The Cracked Pot, The Pied Piper
and The Rabbit’s Judgment. Written
and directed by Holly Harrington. $7.
703-481-5930 or
www.eldenstreetplayers.org.

Artist Christine Lashley. ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon.
Art demonstration 2-3 p.m., opening
reception and gallery talk 3-5 p.m. for
the “Artist in the Garden” exhibit.
Free and open to the public. 703-956-
6590 or www.artspaceherndon.org.

Entertainment

The Weekend Bluegrass Concert Series presents the Blue
Moon Cowgirls on Saturday, April 2 at 7:30 p.m. at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 1090 Sterling Road in Herndon.
Vocal harmonies and solid instrumentals that harken back
to when country music was really “country”. Tickets are
$12. www.bluemooncowgirls.com.
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To Highlight your
Faith Community,

Call Karen at 703-917-6468

bLivingFaith A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

703-899-8378 LivingFaith4U.org

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b
b

Sundays
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
11:00 AM the Connection, Contemporary Worship Service
11:00 AM the Garden, Traditional Worship Service

other weekly services
 5:30 PM Saturdays: Relax & Renew, Casual Worship Service
 6:30 PM Wednesdays: Chapel, Prayer Service

Herndon
United Methodist Church

www.HerndonUMC.org

701 Bennett St., Herndon, VA
703-707-6271

Education●Learning●Fun

By Christy Steele

 The Connection

L
angston Hughes Middle
School in Reston cel
ebrates its 30th anniver
sary this year with 30

acts of community service to thank
its community. Some of the acts
thus far include a fundraiser, an
event to thank local police offic-
ers and reading to students at
Terraset Elementary School.

“What I really like about this
school” says Amy Zhao, secretary,
“is that we get a chance to do a lot
things that students at other
school don’t.” There are nearly 40
clubs for students to get involved
in and many school sponsored
events throughout the year that
increase spirit and enthusiasm
about being part of the school
community. Tyler Macaluso,
school treasurer, has heard that
“academics are very hard [at
South Lakes High School],” but
that “Langston Hughes definitely

prepares students.”

The school principal, Aimee
Monticchio, says that the diversity
of LHMS is one of the school’s best
attributes. “The school’s strength
lies in its diversity and the ways
that we educate children to the
highest academic level while put-
ting forth a character profile that
fosters interaction with all types
of people in all types of situations,”
she says. The Hall of Nations is a
central area of the school build-
ing where flags from many of the
different countries represented by
the student body are displayed.
This began at the same time that
the school began offering the In-
ternational Baccalaureate pro-
gram to its students.

There is a substantial focus on
teaching students to give back to
their communities and respect
their peers. The school invites
guest speakers from all walks of
life, including a mountain guide
from Tanzania and a marathon

runner who starts running clubs
at homeless shelters. LHMS stu-
dents hear from and learn about
individuals who come from differ-
ent walks of life and the school
makes an effort to get students
involved in activities that increase
their awareness. For instance, stu-
dents can contribute self-made
books to an international non-
profit organization called Books of
Hope, which distributes the books
to less fortunate children in
Uganda.

At its 30th anniversary, LHMS
finds itself adapting to the increas-
ing amount of technology involved
in the learning process. “We have
natives in the building,” says
Monticchio, when discussing the
comfort level that students have
with technology. She believes that
digital forms of learning can
“make the curriculum feel a little
bit more like [the students’]
world.”

Since its inception, LHMS has
seen the transition from tradi-
tional blackboards to white boards
to smart boards. The school is also
piloting a U.S. History textbook
online for the seventh graders

which includes streaming
video, authentic texts, pri-
mary sources and links to all
sorts of internet sources where
children can pace themselves
through the curriculum and
learn in the ways that are best
for them. The goal for the next
era of education is to continue
to invest in new technology
that will allow for more excit-
ing ways of learning and more
effective methods of teaching.

Monticchio is committed to
fostering open-mindedness,
tolerance and collaboration at
LHMS and adapts a quote
from the principal of South
Lakes High School: “If it can
happen at Langston Hughes,
it can happen in the world.”

SCA members stand with
their Principal, Aimee
Monticchio (center), in the
Hall of Nations. Left to
right: Tyler Macaluso
(Treasurer), Amy Zhao
(Secretary), Christina Kim
(Vice President), Asia
Aylano White (President).

School Gives Back
Langston Hughes Middle School
celebrates its 30th birthday.

Cheerleaders perform at the pep rally.

Photos by

Christy Steele/

The Connection
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OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, March 26 & 27

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please call Karen Pechacek-Washburn
at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail the info to

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Reston
1902 Crescent  Park Dr..$399,000..........Sun. 1-4...Kathy Shipley..................Long & Foster..........703-407-9518
11711 Stillbrook Ct ........$387,500..........Sun. 1-4...Peggy Hamaker ..... K.D. Hamaker Properties...703-533-1188
11591 Maple Ridge Rd...$349,000..........Sun. 1-4...Robert Chevez.................Keller Williams........703- 679-1700

Herndon
3225 Brynwood Place....$599,950..........Sun. 1-4...Kathleen Quintarelli.........Weichert .................. 703-862-8808
754 Barbaralynn Pl.........$379,900..........Sun 1-4....Kevin LaRue....................Century 21...............703-217-6665

Vienna
9450 Deramus Farm Ct ..$1,449,000.......Sun 1-4....Dianne Van Volkenburg...Weichert .................. 703-980-4553
601 Plum St. ..................$782,500..........Sun 1-4....Lauren Sobol...................Realty Investments..703-615-5812

Oakton
11305 Walnut Creek Ct...$1,325,000.......Sun 1-4....Ashley White...................TTR Sothebys..........703-431-1705

Great Falls
905 Falls Bridge Lane.....$900,000.00.....Sun 1-4....Marc Cormier..................Keller Williams.........703-679-1754
754 Ellsworth Avenue.....$1,699,999.00..Sun 1-4....Dianne Van Volkenburg...Weichert .................. 703-980-4553
9450 Deramus Farm Ct ..$1,449,000.......Sun 1-4....Dianne Van Volkenburg...Weichert .................. 703-980-4553

McLean
6429 Georgetown Pike...$1,900,000.......Sun 1-4....Monica Gibson................Keller Williams ........703-944-3434

Arlington
4114 11th St. N..............$599,900..........Sun 1-4....Katie Wethman................Keller Willians..........703-655-7672

Ashburn
21925 Gullane Way........$544,900..........Sun. 1-4...Diana LeFrancois.............Century 21 ..............703-930-6682

Loudoun
43718 Moorland Ct ........$983,500..........Sun 1-3....Carmelle Shea.................C21 Redwood..........703-728-1862

3225 Brynwood Place, Herndon • $599,950 • Open Sun. 1-4
Kathleen Quintarelli, Weichert, 703-862-8808

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
1314 RED HAWK CIR ................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $875,000 ... Detached ....... 0.15 ....... HIGHLAND PARK/RESTON
11604 DEER FOREST RD ............. 5 ... 3 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $729,000 ... Detached ....... 0.43 ..................................... RESTON
1602 GREENBRIAR CT ................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $678,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.08 ..................................... RESTON
1521 STUART RD .......................... 5 ... 2 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $675,000 ... Detached ....... 0.95 ..................................... RESTON
12224 DORRANCE CT .................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $642,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.08 ..................................... RESTON
11301 HARBORSIDE CL ............... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $630,000 ... Detached ....... 0.12 ..................................... RESTON
11990 MARKET ST #1207 ........... 3 ... 2 ... 0 .......RESTON ......... $600,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ....... MIDTOWN AT RESTON TOWN
11636 OLD BROOKVILLE CT ........ 3 ... 3 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $590,000 ... Detached ....... 0.13 ..................................... RESTON
1307 PARK GARDEN LN ............... 3 ... 2 ... 2 .......RESTON ......... $545,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.08 ...................... BALDWIN GROVE
11990 MARKET ST #1314 ........... 2 ... 2 ... 0 .......RESTON ......... $495,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ....... MIDTOWN AT RESTON TOWN
1272 WOODBROOK CT ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $475,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.07 ..................................... RESTON
11620 CHAPEL CROSS WAY ........ 4 ... 3 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $440,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.11 ..................................... RESTON
11704 INDIAN RIDGE RD ............. 4 ... 2 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $426,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ..................................... RESTON
11794 INDIAN RIDGE RD ............. 4 ... 3 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $417,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ..................................... RESTON
12642 THUNDER CHASE DR ....... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $410,000 ... Detached ....... 0.30 ............................. POLO FIELDS
1668 WAINWRIGHT DR ............... 3 ... 2 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $392,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ..................................... RESTON
2314 SAINT BEDES CT ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $380,000 ... Detached ....... 0.47 ................... STRATTON WOODS
2059 HEADLANDS CIR ................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 .......RESTON ......... $362,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ..................................... RESTON

Copyright 2011 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc. Visit www.mris.com.

Home Sales In Febrary 2011, 50 Reston homes sold between $875,000-$125,000.
This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $875,000-$362,000 range.

For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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703-979-1265   MAStevensServices.com

7144 Main St., Clifton, VA 20124 • 703-830-7141
w w w.NOVAMusicCenter.com

Ukulele Workshop      Marcy Marxer
Tuesday, March 29

7-9 PM
$25 in Advance  $30 at the door

Learn ukulele or improve your skills with
this workshop by multi Grammy award

winner Marcy Marxer.
Ukuleles will be available for purchase.

with

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community, including
special holiday services. Send to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday.

Fourteen choir members from
the Unitarian-Universalist Church
in Reston will join with more than 200
other voices from U-U churches in the
Greater Washington Metro Area on Sat-
urday, March 26,  t the
Unitarian-Universalist Church in Arling-
ton.  The directors from the fourteen
participating area churches meet regu-
larly in a group they call, MUUSICA.
Singers will spend the day working with
these directors and getting to know one
another.

The highlight of the day will be the
closing Vesper Service where the 250
voice choir will sing the works rehearsed
in the morning.  The 2 p.m. Vesper Ser-
vice is free and open to the public at the
U-U Church of Arlington, 4444 Arling-
ton Blvd. in Arlington. For more
information contact Mary Ann East, e-
mail:  music@uureston.org.

Floris United Methodist Church,
13600 Frying Pan Road in Herndon,
holds worship services at 8 a.m., 9:15
a.m., 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Sundays with
a Latino service on Saturdays at 7 p.m.
703-793-0026 or www.florisumc.org.

Hope Fellowship Church will
temporarily be meeting at Woody’s
Golf Range, 11801 Leesburg Pike,
Herndon. Sunday Worship Services for
this new Southern Baptist church are
at 10:45 a.m. The public is invited to
join a growing Bible believing, multi-
ethnic/multi-cultural congregation,
with Bible-based sermons and uplift-
ing music.  703-599-3527 or
www.hopefellowshipchurchloudoun.org.

Martha F. Fischer of Reston has
been accepted to The Graduate School
at Virginia Tech. Fischer is majoring in
human development and pursuing a
master of science.

Emily M. Peck of Reston has been
accepted to The Graduate School at Vir-
ginia Tech. Peck is majoring in human
development and pursuing a master of
science.

Frederick M. Kyle of Reston has
been accepted to The Graduate School
at Virginia Tech. Kyle is majoring in
educational leadership and policy stud-
ies and pursuing a master of arts in
education.

Lauren E. Whitley of Reston, a
2009 graduate of South Lakes High
School, has been named to the fall 2010
dean’s list at Christopher Newport Uni-
versity in Newport News. The
sophomore is a directing and dramatic
literature major in the Theatre Depart-
ment.

Melissa Tran of Reston has been
named to the fall 2010 dean’s list at
Providence College of Providence, R.I.

Elisa Becker of Reston has been
named to the fall 2010 dean’s list at
Lycoming College of Williamsport, Pa.

Khalid Abdelaziz of Reston has
been selected as a national outstanding
campus leader and is included in the
2010 edition of Who’s Who among Stu-
dents in American Universities and
Colleges. Abdelaziz is majoring in Infor-
mation Technology at Marymount
University.

Tyler Binh Nguyen of Reston was
named to the fall 2010 dean’s list at
Mary Baldwin College of Staunton.

Faith

School Notes



Reston Connection  ❖  March 23-29, 2011  ❖  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our mobile
kitchen and bathroom showroom and design center!!

Tax Season Special!

(Offer Expires 2/15/11)

$6850
(5x7) Tub Bathroom Remodel:

• Granite countertop
• Porcelain or Ceramic
• Moen Brushed Nickel

• Upgraded Vanity
Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

Bringing the Showroom to YOU!!

By Christy Steele

 The Connection

K
ate York of Reston, a
seventh grader at
Langston Hughes
Middle School, started

Show You Care, an effort to sup-
port U.S. troops, in 2008 when her
uncle was deployed to Iraq. As a
girl scout, she began by sending
him his favorite type of cookie, Do-
si-dos, and then expanded the ef-
fort by sending cookies to hun-
dreds of other members of the
Armed Forces. Care packages now
include a box of girl scout cook-
ies, a granola bar, bazooka gum
and baseball cards. Last year Kate
and her team sent 1,200 packages
and this year they hope to send
1,500.

“I was hoping to remind the sol-
diers of home,” says Kate. “That’s
why we write the town [of the
donor] on the tag, to show them
that people care.”

Over the past three years, Kate’s

effort has grown steadily. She re-
ceives donations from individuals
around the country that go toward
purchasing the items and shipping
the packages. Bazooka recently
found out about her project and
donated the bubble gum to fill her
packages this year. Kate’s grand-
father assists her every year by fill-
ing out the customs forms and
delivering the packages to the post
office. He also found someone who
was willing to donate a large
amount of baseball cards to the
cause. The rest of Kate’s family and
friends have also provided a lot of
support for the project. Julia
Schwartz, an eighth grader at Flint
Hill and close friend of Kate, has
helped Kate every year to assemble
the packages.

When Kate’s uncle, Col Don
Kimminau, finished his tour and
returned to the U.S., he provided
Kate with the contact information
for those who took his place in
Iraq. Each year, she communicates
with a contact and gets a list of

each soldier’s favorite type of girl
scout cookie. “That she has
worked so long at this project is
something I certainly admire,”
says her uncle.

The response that Kate has re-
ceived from soldiers has been one
of heartfelt gratitude. “I loved get-
ting all of the letters back from the
soldiers” says Kate. “I feel like the
project is getting a lot of publicity
which is leading to more public
support and that is what I am
working for.” Kate has received
letters of gratitude from many
Armed Services members as well
as coins and official U.S. flags.

While Kate plans to keep the
project going and is always seek-
ing more public support, she
states, “we don’t want to be see-
ing soldiers in the Middle East for
10 more years. Our biggest hope
is that it ends and we aren’t doing
it, not because we don’t want to,
just because we don’t like to see
all of those soldiers sent there.”

To make a donation to help Show
You Care reach its goal of 1500 care
packages this year, visit http://
www.freewebs.com/showyoucare.

A small project grows into a show of
support for U.S. troops abroad.

Reston Girls Show They Care
News

Kate York and her friend Julia Schwartz, both of Reston,
assemble care packages.

Kate York with her grandfa-
ther, delivering care pack-
ages to the post office.

Col. Don Kimminau, the
inspiration for Kate’s
project, poses with her.

Photos by Mary York
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Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall
• Elementary School Co-Teachers
College Degree Required

• Middle School Co-Teachers:
College Degree Required
HS Level Science/Math/Social Studies

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
Fax: 703-713-3336
www.nysmith.com

Administrative Assistant
Accounting firm in Reston seeks 

individual with knowledge of Word 
and Excel for full-time 

administrative assistant position.  
Word processing is primary 

responsibility.  Some billing and 
mailing.  Attention to detail and 

accuracy are important.  Excellent 
salary, benefits, and flexibility.  

E-mail cover letter, salary range, and 
resume to: cpas@ggroupcpas.com

F/T TEACHERS 
A childcare center in Herndon is seeking 
qualified F/T teachers/assistants.Please 

fax resume to 703-713-2298, email to 
sangley@va-childcare.com/call 

703-713-3983/84

LLaannddssccaappee

Chapel    Valley   Landscape   Company 
is   seeking    US Citizen    workers    for 
Restricted Government Projects. The 
candidates must have landscape main-
tenance or related field experience; will-
ing to train the right candidate. Premi-
um pay and benefits. Fax resume to 
Carmen  Palacios   at  703-406-9251  or 
e-mail to carmenp@chapelvalley.com. 
EOE. Substance-free workplace.

Landscape
Chapel Valley Landscape Company is

seek-
ing  Crew Personnel - Supervisors for 

the Landscape Maintenance Branch in 
Dulles, VA. The candidates must have 

landscape maintenance or related field ex-
perience; willing to train the right candi-

dates. Please contact 
Carmen Palacios at 703-406-0802, 

ext. 4517 or e-mail resume to 
carmenp@chapelvalley.com. EOE.

Substance-free workplace.

Landscape
La compañía de jardinería Chapel Valley es-
tá buscando Personal de Tripulación y Su-
pervisores para su rama de mantenimiento 
de jardines en Dulles, Virginia. Los candi-

dates deben de tener experiencia en manteni-
miento o experiencia relacionada con este 
campo, dispuestos a entrenar a la persona 

correcta. Por favor contactesé con Carmen 
al 703-406-0802, ext. 4517 o mande su 

resumen por e-mail al 
carmenp@chapelvalley.com. EOE. 

Substance-free workplace.

OFFICE CLEANING
P/T help needed, Mon-Fri, eves,

Chantilly/Sterling area, VA. Must be
reliable, experienced have transportation.

Call Larry 703-628-9280 after 6:00pm

OFFICE MANAGER
LA Associates  seeks prof to manage Front 
Office.  MS Office &  5 yrs exp managing,  

Send resume & salary history to 
OM@LA-Associates.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG
Trainees NEEDED NOW

Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

Beautiful family beach house in 
the town of Bethany Beach:

Beach block: 6bds, 5ba: all inclusive 
rental by owner. Available July-Sept.

Brochure Available. 
Call Judy @ 314-821-2207 or 

email@ judesh45@hotmail.com

15 Getaways 15 Getaways

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ESTATE AUCTION
Entire contents of home 

plus jewelry

March 26, 10am
6610 Rosecroft Pl. Falls Church, VA 

22043
For Listing www.boltonauctioneers.com

703-494-5062
Frank “E”/Donna Bolton Lic #392/1482

25 Sales & Auctions 25 Sales & Auctions

A Loving couple will cherish your newborn 
into a life filled with endless love and 
opportunities.  Expenses to be paid 

Leslye/Marc 1-877-410-6302 or 
learn more about us at 

www.MarcAndLeslyeAdopt.com

117 Adoption 117 Adoption21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Manhattan Pizza Company 
Herndon, LLC trading as 

Manhattan Pizza Company 
Herndon, 12975 Highland 

Crossing Dr, #C, Herndon, VA 
20171. The above 

establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for a Beer and 
Wine, on and off license to sell 

or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Jack Azar, Sammy 

Haddad, owners

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

117 Adoption

A happy young couple 
praying for the 

blessing of a baby to 
welcome into our hearts 
and home. Bright future 
awaits!. Expenses paid. 
We would love to talk to 

you.
Karen/Michael 
1-877-865-7571

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Community News
Freelance Opportunity

The Connection Newspapers is looking
for one or two writers to cover one or
two news stories a week. Work with
award-winning editor. On-the-beat train-
ing, nominal pay per story. Please send
resume, letter of interest to Kemal
Kurspahic, kemal@connectionnews
papers.com.

Summer Web Internships Available
Educational internships available for enthusiastic college
students to join our new website launch team. This is an
exciting opportunity to help develop content and sections
for our new website, due to launch in late spring.
Throughout the summer, we’ll be adding specifics to our
entertainment and events sections, creating special pro-
jects and content, and exploring new media. Internships
are unpaid, but offer an unusual chance to work with
award-winning editors while developing first-rate online
presence. Internships require a commitment of at least
six weeks, 16-40 hours a week. Please e-mail a statement
of interest and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

FLOORING FLOORING

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Not that I want to use my having can-
cer as an excuse, but let’s be honest: it’s a
pretty good one to have, as far as excuses
are concerned. So far as diseases are con-
cerned, however, it’s a lousy one, which
ironically is the indisputable reason why
it’s such a good excuse – for almost
anything.

Part of my learning to live with my can-
cer diagnosis/prognosis has been self-dis-
cipline – not giving into it, if at all possi-
ble; and trying not to use it as a reason to
not do something that someone might
want or need me to do. It’s been
extremely difficult, though, to maintain
that balance between participating/paying
for things that one would consider normal
– under everyday-type non-terminal cir-
cumstances, and shutting down com-
pletely and not doing/paying for anything
because I have cancer. “Playing the can-
cer card” is how Mary, my sponsor, has
characterized this almost-reflex action
over these last two years.

Generally speaking, it’s nearly impossi-
ble to get me to do something now, that I
don’t want to do or am disinclined to
even consider. In my subconscious, it’s a
battle between “Why bother? I have can-
cer” to “How is it going to benefit me?”
And the longer I live with this insidious
disease, the more focused on my own
pursuits I become and the less flexible in
accommodating other’s intentions, the
best of them though they may be.

If there were a switch to turn off the
nonstop, cancer-dominated mindset, I
would. It would make life so much easier.
But when you have an ace in the hole –
so to speak, or a Jeannie in a bottle or
some magical power/possession (Lord of
the Rings), the drain and demand on your
emotional resources is incalculable.
Sometimes, resistance is futile; you give in
and are assimilated by The Borg. Other
times, you find strength you didn’t know
you had and you persevere.

Having cancer is the ultimate trump
card (with all due respect to “The
Donald”). Practically speaking, how does
one get a terminal patient to do some-
thing/anything that he or she doesn’t want
to do? It’s almost a rhetorical question.
After I say, “I don’t feel like it;” how
exactly are you going to make me “feel
like it?” You can’t! Because most of the
time my subconscious is reminding me –
although I really don’t need a reminder,
that I have cancer. Moreover, there’s very
little that can be said – or done to get me
to forget that fact and do whatever, unless
I can see – or be convinced somehow,
that there is some cancer-related benefit
to yours truly. Every day, I fight this selfish
self-indulgence. But how can I forget my
circumstances? I can’t! How can I pre-
sume that there are some life-saving
medical facts not yet in evidence? I can’t!
How can I not think that I’m going to pre-
decease the people I love the most? I
can’t! How do I not act like every day
could be my last – at age 56, even though
my parents lived well into their 80’s?
Stage IV lung cancer; that’s how, and why.

The weight of these emotions – and
the wait until the premature end of my
life empowers me, sort of. I have cancer,
what’s your excuse?

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Excuse Me

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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By Rich Sanders

The Connection

I
n many regards, Herndon
High’s 2010 baseball season
was quite a success. The
Hornets, who were under

then-first year head coach Greg
Miller, were in the running for the
regular season Concorde District
title right up to the final two weeks
of the season before faltering in
losses to district leaders Westfield
and Centreville. Herndon ulti-
mately lost its first round district
playoff game to Oakton in extra
innings to miss out on qualifying
for the 16-team playoffs, which
had been a goal throughout the
season for the Hornets.

While there was disappointment
as a result of not qualifying for
regionals, Herndon did put to-
gether a fairly good overall season
in Miller’s first year at the helm.
The program had struggled in
prior years so the Hornets’ 11-7
overall mark last spring was a
breath of fresh air.

But the Hornets have graduated
quite a number of players from last
year’s team, including 2010 First
Team All-Concorde District selec-
tions Nick Impellizzeri (outfield),
Dan Shill (pitcher), and Zach Reif
(DH).

Miller’s squad this spring con-
sists of 15 players with no varsity
experience. So 2011 will be a sea-
son in which talented but inexpe-
rienced players get their feet wet
at the varsity level.

It could work either way this
season. Herndon could surprise its
district rivals and, with youthful
gusto and enthusiasm, make a run
at the regular season district
crown. On the other hand, the
Hornets could, perhaps, go
through the normal growing pains
of a younger squad and struggle
to win consistently.

The great thing about baseball
is, you just never know. Miller
wants no part of a “wait until next
year” mentality.

“Despite our youth, we still have
high expectations this year,” said
Miller, whose squad consists of just
three seniors. “Our defense will be
much improved from last year, and
we have competition at almost
every position. We are hoping to
build on the success we had last
year. Although it was a good year,

we certainly didn’t meet one of our
major goals of making the regional
tournament. This year we not only
expect to get to the tournament
but we expect to make some noise
once we get there.”

Herndon certainly was impres-
sive at its own season-opening
Alan McCullock Invitational last
weekend, where the Hornets won
both of their games - 8-0 over
Fauquier High on Friday, and 3-2
over Kettle Run (Nokesville) on
Saturday. The tournament is
named after McCullock, the popu-
lar, longtime former Herndon High
baseball coach who stepped down
following the 2009 season. The
Hornets’ home field diamond - Al
McCullock Field - is named in his
honor.

Herndon’s lineup consists of
three returning starters in sopho-
more outfielder Ky Parrot, senior
second baseman/pitcher Dylan
Garten, and junior catcher Matt
Smith.

Garten, a right-handed pitcher,
recently accepted a scholarship to
play baseball at Shepherd Univer-
sity (West Va.). Two Herndon High
seniors from last year, Impellizzeri
and Paul Hvozdovic, are currently
members of the Rams’ baseball
team.

Herndon has received good
early season contributions thus far
from juniors Chris Dugan (third
base), pitcher/outfielder Tyler
Reif, and pitcher/second baseman
Addison Wright.

Reif, in Herndon’s win over
Fauquier last week, pitched a com-
plete game one-hitter.

Next Wednesday night, March
30 at 6:30, Herndon will be at
home against local rival South
Lakes.

SOUTH LAKES HIGH is off to a
1-1 start. The Seahawks, under
veteran head coach Galvin Morris,

competed at the McCullock Invi-
tational at Herndon last weekend.
There, South Lakes lost a Friday
evening game to Kettle Run, 6-0,
then came back strong the follow-
ing afternoon with a 10-4 win over
Fauquier.

In the season-opener loss to
Kettle Run, South Lakes tallied just
one hit, that coming in the seventh
inning off the bat of Billy
McLaughlin, who was the lone
base-runner of the game for the

Seahawks.
South Lakes’ starting pitcher

John Beck pitched well in the loss,
allowing three runs and two hits
over five solid innings.

South Lakes got its bats going
in Saturday’s win over Fauquier.
The Seahawks took command
from the start by scoring five first
inning runs and going on to their
first victory of the season. Ryan
Forrest, South Lakes’ leadoff hit-
ter, knocked around three hits in
the game, including a solo home
run and a double. Also for South
Lakes, right fielder David Odlen
and first baseman Austin Gibbons
both contributed key hits and
drove in three runs. Other good
games came from McLaughlin (1
hit, 2 runs), Nick Beaulac (3 runs,
RBI), Will Sweet (double, RBI),
and Nathan Vellayan (1 hit).

Sweet was the winning pitcher,
allowing two runs and five hits
over four innings as the Seahawks’
starter. Odlen pitched three in-
nings in relief, striking out six.

South Lakes was scheduled to
play Liberty District games this
week versus visiting Langley on
Tuesday, March 22, and at Stone
Bridge this Friday night, March 25
at 6:30. Next Tuesday night,
March 29 at 6:30, the Seahawks
will play at home versus district
opponent McLean. The next
evening, Wednesday, March 30,
South Lakes will play at Herndon.

South Lakes will be looking to
improve on last year’s 6-16 season.
The Seahawks, at last year’s dis-
trict tournament, defeated Langley
in a play-in game before seeing
their season end with a 9-2 loss to
Stone Bridge.

For Young Herndon Baseball Team, Hopes are High
South Lakes
looking to improve
on last year’s
6-win season.
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Soccer: Hornets Beat Seahawks, 3-0
South Lakes fights to keep up with Herndon and the ball. They kept the score 0-1 in
the first half, until the second half when Herndon scored another two goals.
Herndon Hornets defeat South Lakes Seahawks, 3-0. Pictured left to right: Peter
Hutchins, Chris Czerwinski, Mohamed El Nahal, Salah Warid

Herndon Softball Team 2-0
 The Herndon High varsity softball team is 2-0 early on this season,

with wins coming at South Lakes, 4-0, on March 14, and at home over
visiting Washington-Lee High (Arlington), 8-0, on March 16. Freshmen
pitcher Sarah Kurtz was the winning pitcher for the Hornets in the victory
over the Generals of W-L. Meanwhile, Michele Le was the winning pitcher
in Herndon’s win versus South Lakes. Herndon was scheduled to play at
Park View High earlier this week on Monday, March 21. Its next game
after that will be on April 1 at Loudoun Valley High at 5 p.m.

Reston Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Galvin Morris’ South Lakes team will play at Stone Bridge
this Friday night.


