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T
he Alexandria Commission for Women held its
31st annual Salute to Women Awards March 28
in a bittersweet ceremony that paid tribute to

long-time women’s advocate Susan Butler, who was post-
humously awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award that
now bears her name.

“She was the love of my life,” said Jim Butler, who ac-
cepted the award on behalf of his wife who died in De

Saluting Women
Annual awards ceremony
remembers Susan Butler.

The Salute to Women Award winners are, from left,
front: Beverly Beidler, Cathy David, Dora Tweneboah
and Chryell Bucksell. Back: Deena Disraelly, Kari
Galloway, Julie Lineberry, Sandra Hein, Linda Brinker
Hafer, Melinda Gray and Krishna Leyva.

City Councilwoman Alicia Hughes, Nya
Bucksell and Rising Star Award winner
Chyrell Bucksell.

Beth Bergheim Silver, Nora Partlow and
Pat Miller.

Commission for Women member
Laura Zabriskie-Martin congratu-
lates T.C. Williams senior and
Youth Community Services award
winner Dora Tweneboah.

Commission for Women
chair Elizabeth Johnson
presents Jim Butler with
the Lifetime Achievement
Award in honor of his wife
Susan, who died in Decem-
ber of 2010.

See Presenting Salute,  Page 7

Photos by

Jeanne Theismann/
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See Prosecutors,  Page 26

See Saying Goodbye,  Page 5

By Michael Lee Pope
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J
ohn O. Peterson, the
longtime pastor of
Alfred Street Baptist
Church who opened

doors for women in leadership
position and expanded the na-
tional profile of his congregation,
died last week. He was 76.

“We called him the Godfather of
Alexandria because he had so
much influence,” said Howard-
John Wesley, who became pastor
after Peterson’s retirement in
2006. “He was an intellectual in
the grand tradition of Alfred Street
Baptist Church.”

During his 42 years at Alfred
Street, the congregation grew

from less than 200 parishioners to
more than 2,800. He expanded the
numbers of services that were con

Pastor led Alfred Street Baptist
Church for 42 years.

Saying Goodbye
To John Peterson

John O. Peterson,
1934-2011

By Michael Lee Pope
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B
y all outward appearances,
Simon Bahta loved his
daughter. Neighbors say

she lit up when she saw him, and
the father had an ever-expanding
collection of photographs of the
girl. That’s why the graphic nature

of the way he killed her — slash-
ing her throat so fiercely that it
almost cut the bone — and stab-
bing her mother 40 times made
comprehending the crime so diffi-
cult to understand.

“The degree of violence against
that child raises the issue of insan

Murder Defendant
Pleads Insanity
Prosecutors, public defenders square
off on sanity of Ethiopian man.
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News

Judge Clark
Although there was some support in the local delegation for

General District Court Chief Judge Becky Moore, the five Demo-
cratic members who represent Alexandria in Richmond will be
putting on a united front for defense attorney Jim Clark when
the General Assembly meets to fill judicial vacancies next month.
Both candidates were rated “highly qualified” by the Alexandria
Bar Association, although Clark received 127 votes compared to
Moore’s 107 votes. Moore was the only candidate rated as “highly
qualified” by the Virginia Women Attorneys Association, but a
majority of the delegation decided to ratify the bar’s selection of
Clark.

“It was a very tough decision because Becky is a fantastic judge,”
said Del. David Englin (D-45). “But the delegation chose Clark
because he has the temperament and the legal experience and
the compassion to be an excellent addition to the Circuit Court.”

The Courts of Justice will interview candidates on April 5, and
the General Assembly is scheduled to conduct a final vote on
April 6. Circuit Court Chief Justice Donald Haddock Sr. is set
to retire at the end of this year because his age makes him ineli-
gible for another eight-year term. The friendly rivalry between
Clark and Moore dates back to 1998, when Clark won the bar
vote for a General District Court vacancy but Moore won the sup-
port of the local delegation.

“Becky has an excellent record and Jim has very fine qualifica-
tions, so it was a difficult choice,” said Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-30).
“We’re not expecting any problems when we get to Richmond.”

Drawing the Line
The eagerly anticipated maps for the Virginia House of Del-

egates and state Senate were released this week, easing fears
among many in Alexandria that Republicans in Richmond would
try to make mischief. The only member of the Alexandria delega-
tion who no longer lives in his district is Del. Adam Ebbin (D-
49), whose Cora Kelly precinct has been moved to the 45th House
District. But Ebbin has already announced that he won’t be run-
ning for reelection in the House because he’s seeking a spot in
the state Senate.

On the House side, Alexandria will have two delegates instead
of three. Englin would represent all of Del Ray and Arlandria,
although he’ll lose Jefferson Manor in Fairfax County. Del.
Charniele Herring (D-46) would pick up Chinquapin and
MacArthur precincts, although she would lose the Skyline — the
lone Fairfax County precinct in her district.

“Of course, I hate to lose it,” said Herring. “But it was a little
awkward when you think about communities of interest.”

On the Senate side, the city will have three senators instead of
two. The district currently represented by Sen. George Barker
(D-39) would pick up five precincts on the city’s West End. That
will leave Sen. Dick Saslaw (D-35) with the middle part of the
city. And the seat currently held by Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-30),
who is retiring after her current term is up, would keep the east
end although it will lose some of Arlington and pick up some
Mount Vernon precincts.

“I like George Barker quite a lot, so I’m happy he’ll be repre-
senting the West End where we are focusing a lot of our energy
right now,” said Clark Mercer, chairman of the Alexandria Demo-
cratic Committee. “I’m happy with the plan.”

Pulling the Plug
It’s no April Fool’s Day joke. The tree lights along King Street

will go dark on April 1.
The city almost pulled the plug at the end of February, but Coun-

cilwoman Del Pepper stepped in and asked members of the
City Council to consider an emergency measure leaving the lights
on longer. Although she originally introduced a plan to keep them
on all year, she ended up supporting a compromise measure that
would spend $9,000 to keep the tree light display up through
March instead of taking it down at the beginning of February.

“I like to call them business-development lights,” said Pepper.
“There’s nothing frivolous about them.”

— Michael Lee Pope

By Michael Lee Pope
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T
he Rev. Robert H. Lyles,
who served as vicar
and rector of Saint
Barnabas’ Episcopal

Church in Annandale from Sep-
tember 1963 until his retirement
in July 1999, died Saturday, March
26 at Goodwin House, Alexandria.
He was 79.

“Bob was a treasured colleague
as well as a mentor and friend,”
said the Rev. Oran Warder, rector
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. “He
will be forever remembered for his
warm and gracious presence, his
wonderful sense of humor and his
compassionate spirit.”

Lyles was twice a regional dean
for the Diocese of Virginia. He
served on the Board of Missions
in the 1960s and was also an ex-
ecutive board member. Lyles was
also a field education supervisor
for the Virginia Theological Semi-
nary from 1963 until 1997. He had
been a supervisor for the Middle
Atlantic Training Program, a multi-
diocesan internship for seminar-
ians, serving as its president until
1986. He was one of the founding

M
ayors and other elected officials around
the country participated in the annual
Meals On Wheels Association of

America March for Meals Campaign on March 23.
Mayor Bill Euille, vice mayor Kerry Donley, Alex-
andria School Board vice-chair Sheryl Gorsuch,

Deputy Sheriffs Tony Davis and Tony Dicesare and
others participated in delivering meals to
homebound seniors in the city. The officials were
driven by volunteers from St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. St. Paul’s has been involved with the Meals
On Wheels program since 1989.

Joining March for Meals Campaign

Mayor Bill Euille gets instructions from Meals On
Wheels coordinator Nancy McCormick. With the mayor
are Meals On Wheels Association of America staff
Lindsay Garrett and Andrew Owen.

Meals on Wheels coordi-
nator Nancy McCormick,
right, briefs school board
vice-chair Sheryl Gorsuch
on her delivery route.

Week in Alexandria

members of the Annandale Chris-
tian Community for Action and
remained active in its work until
his retirement.

“The church was his life and his
career,” said Linda Corn, his
daughter. “It was also his hobby.”

Robert Hallie Lyles was born in
1931 at 629 South Fairfax Street
to Hallie and Ethel Lyles, who had
no other children. As a boy, he had
a job working at one of the local
markets and would play in an area
he knew as the Tanyard Ditch off
Royal Street — an area that’s now
called Yates Gardens. As a teen-
ager, he took a job as clerk at the
Burke and Herbert Bank.

“He was never boastful or am-
bitious; he simply had a calling
and went humbly about his work,”
said Thomas Lyles, his son. “Dad
was an extremely intelligent man,
and he had a great sense of hu-
mor. Even at his physical worst, he
still joked with family, friends and
hospital staff.”

He was a Phi Beta Kappa gradu-
ate of Randolph-Macon College in
Ashland, Va. After graduating from
Virginia Theological Seminary in
1957, he served his deaconate at
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church un-

til June of 1958. He was rector of
Trinity Parish in Louisa County,
Virginia until leaving in 1963 to
come to St. Barnabas’ in
Annandale.

“He was a very traditional
preacher,” said Joy Sheelor Lyles,
his wife of 54 years. “There was
never any of his own opinion or
politics, although he occasionally
had a joke.”

Survivors include his wife, Joy
Sheelor Lyles, whom he married
in 1956 and who lives in Alexan-
dria, and his two children, Linda
Lyles Corn of Stafford, Va. and
Thomas Clifton Lyles of Alexan-
dria.

Courtesy Photo

Bob Lyles, 1931-2011

Bob Lyles is remembered for his
devotion to faith and sense of humor.

A Life in the Church
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alexandria  $679,000
Charming Cape w/4 bedrms, 2 baths one block from “The
Avenue”.  Many recent updates including renovated kitchen,
baths, roof & electric service. Spacious corner lot professionally
landscaped.  Deck, stone walks, cedar fencing & 2 car driveway.

121 Raymond Avenue
Christine Garner 703-587-4588

Arlington $524,000
This 4 bedrm, 2.5 bath bungalow sits on a DOUBLE LOT!
Eat-in kitchen w/ granite, big island & ample cabinetry.
Huge master suite w/walk-in closed & jetted tub.  Toasty
gas fireplace , lounging porch, large patio & fully fenced
yard.  Minutes to Pentagon, Shirlington & major roads.

3004 19th Street, South
Sue Feinthel 703-819-1964

Arlington
$399,500

Fabulously
renovated
Edgewood model in
2009 of nearly 1400
sq ft. 1 bdrm 2 bath
w/huge stainless
kitchen & 2 granite
counters.
Hardwood floors &
custom features.
Minutes to
Pentagon & DC.

4669 34th
Street, S

Philip Matyas
571-332-0963

Alexandria
$615,000

 Charming Yates
Gardens home
w/sunroom
addition. Well-
landscaped
front/rear gardens.
Three levels &
fireplace. Easy
parking!

732 South
Royal Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria
$1,439,000

Sensationally
spacious, newer
home in heart of
historic district
w/4 bedrms, 3.5
baths & main level
family room.
Delightful patio
garden.

723 South
Fairfax Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria $619,000
Charming 2 level, 3 bedrm, 2 bath bungalow blocks to
Braddock Metro! Eat-in kitchen, master suite, screened
back porch & off street parking.

106 East Spring Street
Christine Garner 703-587-4588

Alexandria $525,000
Unbeatable location near Mark Center, 395 and shopping. Huge 3 lvl
home with 1 car garage and 4 BR, 2.5 bahs.  Gleaming hardwoods.
NEW windows. Glat yard backs to parkland. AMAZING!

6210 Berlee Drive
Julie Hall  703-786-3634

Kristen Mason-Coreas 571-213-0617
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Alexandria $495,000
Upscale condo building only a block to King St. Pristine 2 BR, 2 BA,
hardly lived in. Plantation shutters.  Hardwood floors. Crown molding.
Balcony. Pet friendly. Garage Parking. Easy walk to metro.

1115 Cameron Street #101
Julie Hall  703-786-3634

Alex/Old Town $499,900
15K reduction for Cromley Lofts condo! Reduce your carbon
footprint w/o sacrificing style in this dramatic & contemporary
‘green” condo. Spacious 1295 SF w/open loft-style design, 2 bedrms
& 2 baths  Virtual Tour w/ floor plan @ www.circlepix.com/NXF8JC

1210 Queen Street
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418

Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010
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$639,000

Lovely detached
Victorian w/spacious
rooms, high ceilings,
large windows,
pocket doors &
original hardwoods.
Large kitchen
w/beamed ceiling,
granite, island &
breakfast nook
w/skylight.  Rooftop
deck, deep yard
w/arbor, covered
patio & walk.
418 Patrick Street
Christine Garner
703-587-4588
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Alexandria $599,000
Outstanding end unit w/3 bedrms, 2 full & 2 half baths. Three
level bump-out, gourmet kitchen, unique master suite,  living rm
w/double  French doors & hardwood floors through out the main
level.  Blocks to Huntington Metro.  Bobbazzle54@gmail.com

3341 Wilton Crest Court
Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964
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$599,000
Beautifully updated home
in Governor’s Hill
w/renovated master bath,
hardwood floors on main
& upper levels, up to date
kitchen w/granite & newer
appliances.  Unique rear
yard w/synthetic turf &
concrete  stamped patio.
Well maintained one
owner home!
Bobbazzle54@gmail.com

3372 Wilton
Crest Court
Bob Bazzle

703-599-8964
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From Page 1

News

ducted each week and added
new choirs, vastly expanding the
number of ministries in the pro-
cess and shepherding the predomi-
nantly African-American congre-
gation through the darkest days of
the civil rights movement. In 1979,
he was asked to leave the North-
ern Virginia Baptist Association
after he ordained a female deacon.

“He was a pioneer,” said Patricia
Johnson, chairwoman of the
church’s board of deacons. “He felt
that women had just as much of a
right to be a leader in the church
as men — even when that was not
a popular position.”

Peterson raised the profile of
Alfred Street Baptist Church by
becoming involved in state, na-
tional and international Christian
organizations. His name is listed
in “Who’s Who in America” as well
as “Who’s Who in Religion,” al-
though he always reminded
people of his humble beginnings
in rural Virginia. He was a highly
sought after revivalist and lecturer
as well as counselor to other pas-
tors. His international work took
him to more than 27 countries,
including 11 republics of the
former Soviet Union and nine
countries on the continent of Af-
rica.

“He would always portray him-
self as this simple country boy,”
said Patricia Wallace, a longtime
member of Alfred Street Baptist
Church. “But then he would go
and negotiate a peace with the
rebels in Liberia.”

JOHN OTIS PETERSON was
born on July 21, 1934 in Horse
Head, Va., to Hiram Ernest
Peterson Sr. and Marie Haynie
Nutt Peterson. It was a humble
beginning for a man who would
later take on an international pro-
file. Yet members of Alfred Street
Baptist Church say he never lost

touch with his roots, frequently
reminding people that he was
from Horse Head in a remote cor-
ner of Northumberland County.
Yet he never let that get in the way
of challenging his congregation.

“He liked to appeal to the intel-
lect rather than the emotions,”
said Al Wallace, the church’s his-
torian. “He wasn’t the kind to jump
up and down like you see in a
lot of other churches.”

He graduated from Julius
Rosenwall High School in 1951
as valedictorian and entered Vir-
ginia Union University. After
graduating in 1956 with a de-
gree in mathematics and phys-
ics, he received a master of di-
vinity from Virginia Union’s
School of Theology, where he
learned the traditional approach
to crafting a sermon with three
points that he used for the rest
of his career. He was ordained
in 1953 at his home church, First
Baptist Church of Heathsville, at
age 19.

“I believe very strongly in the
fact that it is a calling [that] is
placed upon you, and you must
accept it,” said Peterson in one of
the many interviews he conducted
in his lifetime. “And in 1953 I gave

into it.”
But his education didn’t stop at

Virginia Union. He also studied at
George Washington University,
Howard University School of Di-
vinity, Bucknell University,
Wesleyan University, John Wesley
Theological Seminary and
Lynchburg Theological Seminary,
where he received an honorary

doctorate. For more than 22 years,
Peterson taught mathematics, bio-
logical, chemical and physical sci-
ences in the public schools in
Warwick and Arlington.

“He was a preacher and a
teacher,” said Johnson. “I think
he’ll be remembered more an edu-
cator than anything else.”

His career took him all over the
Virginia. From 1961 to 1962, he
was pastor at Mount Hope Baptist
Church in Hart, Va. From 1955 to
1964, he was pastor at First Bap-
tist Church, Louisa, Va. Then in
1964, he took a position leading
Alfred Street Baptist Church — the
seventh man to hold the job since
the church since 1859. When

Peterson took over, the annual
operating budget was less
than $12,000. When he re-
tired in 2006, it was $3.5 mil-
lion.

“He had a way with words
that could touch the heart,”
said Geri Baldwin, a member
of the church. “He was some-
one who cared for the local
community and communities
throughout the world.”

PETERSON HELD many
leadership positions, includ-

ing president of the Lott Carey For-
eign Baptist Convention; president
of the Baptist General Convention
of Virginia; vice president of the
Baptist World Alliance; chairman
of the Northern Virginia Baptist
Camp Board; co-founder, secre-
tary, treasurer and president of the
Alexandria Baptist Ministers’ Con-

Saying Goodbye to the ‘Godfather of Alexandria’
ference; member of the Alexandria
School Board and Virginia Union
University Board of Trustees;
chairman of the Alexandria Com-
munity Corrections Resources
Board; volunteer chaplain of the
Alexandria Police Department;
and member of the Board of Gov-
ernors, Virginia Council of
Churches. He was also a staunch
supporter of the Alexandria
Branch NAACP and the Northern
Virginia Urban League.

“You would think that following
in the footsteps of someone like
that would be intimidating,” said
Wesley. “But he really took me
under his wing and let me pastor
the church my way.”

Peterson is survived by his wife
of 54 years, Joyce Keemer
Peterson; a daughter, Jewelette
McDaniel; a son John O. Peterson
Jr.; four grandchildren: Lauren
Peterson, Jonathan and Mathew
McDaniel, and John Peterson III;
two nieces: Angela Neverson and
Gwyn Davis; nephew Murray
Davis; sister-in-law Leticia
Peterson; grandnieces, grandneph-
ews, cousins, as well as adopted
sons and daughters, Roslyn M.
Brock, Rosette T. Graham, Emmett
L. Dunn, and Edward Jackson.

“He would always
portray himself as this
simple country boy. But
then he would go and
negotiate a peace with
the rebels in Liberia.”

— Patricia Wallace

Business Notes

Burke & Herbert Bank recently
announced net income of $34.2 million
for 2010.  This performance represents
record earnings for the Bank for the
third consecutive year. Earnings per
share increased to $178.05, up from
$170.17 in 2009, and dividends paid per
share, at $72, also increased from the
previous year. As with net income, both
earnings per share and dividends paid
per share grew during each of  the last
three years. The Bank’s earnings gain in
2010 was driven by strong growth in
interest income, coupled with a de-
crease in interest expense. Interest
income increased to $113.6 million, up
6.2 percent, while interest expense de-
creased by 9.2 percent to $20.4 million.
Overall, the Bank’s interest income as a
percent of average assets rose to 5.42
percent in 2010, outperforming more
than 95 percent of peer group  banks.
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Running Next Door
The building where Pacer’s Running Store is located on Upper

King Street was originally a grocery store. Customers can still
buy food there, although these days they’re more likely to find
energy gels that come in flavors such as mint chocolate, espresso
love or the seasonal favorite vanilla gingerbread. When Pacer’s
finishes expanding into the retail location next door, customers
will be able rent a wetsuit or hop on a high-tech treadmill at-
tached to a video camera that will analyze the intricacies of how
their feet make contact with the ground.

“It’s the new age of gait analysis,” said Pacer’s owner Chris
Farley. “In the past, we had to go out and watch people on Payne
Street. Now we’ll be able to have a split screen of the customer
running in different shoes.”

Since Pacer’s originally opened in August 1991, the store has
nestled into 1,900 of tightly packed square feet. Now that it’s
keeping the original location and expanding into the 2,000 square-
foot location next door, the new and improved Pacer’s will have
3,900 square feet. That will allow enough space to fit the 300
square feet needed for the high-tech treadmill and allow the store
to expand into the growing triathlon market — no bicycles, but
the store will start stocking swimming items and wetsuits.

“The timing couldn’t be better,” said Farley, adding that the
store’s 20th anniversary is this year. “Basically we’ll have the same
great staff and the same great customer base. We’ll just be able to
do everything a little bit better.”

Farley is currently waiting on all the necessary permits, and he
hopes to hold a grand reopening this summer.

Independent Old Town
Big national chains tend to want large retail locations, which

makes Old Town a challenge because the small scale of the his-
toric buildings. As a result, Alexandria has become a regional
hub for independent businesses. Just Vacations, for example, is
an independently owned travel agency that will lose its spot on
King Street once CVS drug store moves into the location it shares
with Books-A-Million. This week, it signed a lease to move into
another small location on South Union Street where the Kilted
Nation was located before moving its retail location online.

“National retailers tend to look for locations with more than
5,000 square feet, and we don’t have too many of those in Old
Town,” said Christina Mindrup, vice president of the Alexan-
dria Economic Development Partnership. “Old Town has become
a haven for these independently owned businesses.”

Some national retailers want a small space, like the Subway
Café sandwich shop that will soon open in the space where inde-
pendent retailer Wilfred-Rogers was located for many years. But
for the most part, Mindrup says, national retailers tend to stay
away because of the scale of space available. That leaves strong
opportunities for independent retailers such as the vintage cloth-
ing store that will be moving into the space formerly occupied by
La Muse.

“It’s part Old Town’s charm,” said Mindrup.

Offshore Drilling
What a difference a year can make. Last year, the thought of

offshore drilling brought to mind images of oil-soaked prawns
and unemployed shrimpers. Now that the crisis in the Middle
East has spiked prices at the pump, the momentum on offshore
drilling has changed once again. This week, U.S. Rep. Doc
Hastings (R-W.Va.) announced legislation that would require
the Bureau of Ocean Management, Regulation and Enforcement
to proceed with preciously scheduled — then abruptly cancelled
— offshore energy leases off the coast of Virginia.

“It is past time that we became serious about finding solutions
to our energy challenges,” said Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell
in a written statement supporting Hastings’ proposal. “As we have
seen firsthand over the past month in the form of rising gas prices,
there is a real cost that comes with a failure to prudently and
safely develop our domestic energy resources.”

— Michael Lee Pope

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

J
osh Kilmer-Purcell and Brent Ridge, stars
of the reality show “The Fabulous Beekman
Boys,” introduced their organic product line
to the D.C. area during a March 26 recep-

tion at the recently opened Artfully Gifts and Choco-
late in the Carlyle section of Alexandria.

“We want to support other small business owners
like Eric and Edward,” said Ridge, referring to Art-
fully Gifts and Chocolate owners Eric Nelson and
Edward Hart. “We are very excited to be here and
think this is a great fit for our new products.”

Artfully Gifts and Chocolate will be the exclusive
Washington-area carrier of the show’s Beekman 1802
line of organic soaps, candles and fragrances.

“I discovered their products about a year-and-a-
half ago,” Hart said. “I really wanted to get them in
the new shop and thought spring was a good time to
launch a new soap and fragrance line.”

For those unfamiliar with the reality farming show,
which airs Tuesday nights on the Planet Green net-
work, Beekman 1802 products are made with goat’s
milk from the couple’s farm in Sharon Springs, N.Y.

“When I called about getting the product line, I
found out they were going to be in D.C. for another
event,” Hart said. “So I took a chance an emailed
them about coming to the store and they called back
and said they’d love to come.”

Ridge and Kilmer-Purcell answered questions
about the show as they introduced their new prod-
ucts.

“We cashed in everything we had to buy the farm,”
said Ridge, a physician who used to work for Martha
Stewart.  “We understand how small business own-
ers sometimes struggle so we wanted to come out
and support Eric and Edward in any way we can.”

Artfully Hosting ‘Beekman Boys’
Gift shop carries
organic product line.

Stephanie Astilla samples a
chocolate-covered straw-
berry.

David Burton, Mike Jankowski, Emmett Koehler and
Scott Button enjoy The Fabulous Beekman Boys product
launch reception at Artfully Gifts and Chocolate in
Alexandria.

Edward Hart, Josh Kikmer-Purcell, Brent Ridge, Rob Kingsbury and Eric Nelson at the
D.C.-area launch of The Fabulous Beekman Boys products at Artfully Gifts and Chocolate.

Business
Business Matters
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Presented by
INOVA Alexandria Hospital

will be held on April 26, 2011 from
12:00pm - 1:30pm at the Hilton Mark Center

This awards program is dedicated to honoring the public
safety personnel of the Alexandria Fire Department,

Police Department and Sheriff’s Office for heroic acts of valor.

Doug Hill, Chief Meterologist for ABC 7 News /WJLA-TV
will be the master of ceremonies.

Thank you to our event sponsors!
Legacy Sponsor

Dominion

Gold Sponsor
Speck - Caudron Investment Group of Wells Fargo

Halt, Buzas and Powell, Ltd.
GenOn

ServiceMaster of Alexandria

Silver Sponsors
John Marshall Bank

Alexandria Police Foundation
Hadeed Carpet

Bronze Sponsor
Rick and Ann Dorman

Pentagon Federal Credit Union
Virginia Theological Seminary

From the Heart Sponsors
Potomac Riverboat Company

SunTrust Bank
The Reiley Group

Club Managers Association of America
Friendship Veterans Fire Engine Association

Law Office of Mark Feldheim

Table Sponsor
Ivy Hill Cemetery

Award Sponsor
Club Managers Association of America

www.AlexChamber.com
703-549-1000

The Public Safety Valor Awards of the
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce

From Page 1

News

cember 2010. “She coupled her
love of life with humor and fun
and always with a strong desire to
help others.”

Held at the Crowne Plaza Ho-
tel, this year’s awards honored 12
women who have made outstand-
ing contributions to the commu-
nity.  Among the awardees were
Chyrell Bucksell, a former resident
in Carpenter’s Shelter who is now
active in making the aftercare pro-
gram at the shelter more success-

ful, and Dora Tweneboah, a  se-
nior at T.C. Williams, who three
years ago came alone to the U.S.
from her native Ghana to study
nursing.

Other winners were Julie
Lineberry, Kari Galloway, Deena
Disraelly, Krishna Leyva, Beverly
Beidler, Linda Brinker Hafer,
Sandra Hein, Melinda Gray and
Cathy David.

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8), state
representatives and members of
City Council attended the cer-
emony and Del. Adam Ebbin (D-

49) presented Commission chair
Elizabeth Johnson with a procla-
mation from the state General As-
sembly commending the work of
the Alexandria Domestic Violence
program.

After a video tribute to Susan
Butler, Jim Butler received a stand-
ing ovation as he paid tribute to
his late wife.

“She was a treasure to so many
of us,” Jim Butler said. “She shared
her gift of life willingly and I hope
her legacy will live on through oth-
ers.”

Presenting ‘Salute to Women’ Awards

Michelle Evans,
John Porter, Diane
Charles, Janet
Barnett, Police Chief
Earl Cook and
Deborah Warren.

❖ Susan Lowell Butler Lifetime
Achievement Award - Susan
Lowell Butler (posthumously)

❖ Marguerite Payez Award -
Julie Lineberry

❖ Leadership in Business &
Career Award - Kari Galloway

❖ Youth Community Service
Award -

Adult Winners - Deena
Disraelly and Krishna Leyva

Youth Winner - Dora
Tweneboah

Salute to Women 2011 Award Winners
❖ Rising Star Award — Chyrell

Bucksell
❖ Marian Van Landingham

Legislation and Public Policy
Award - Beverly Beidler

❖ Cultural Affairs Award -
Linda Brinker Hafer

❖ Vola Lawson Award –Det.
Sandra Hein

❖ Women’s Health and Safety
Award - Melinda Gray

❖ Making a Difference Award -
Cathy David

Diane Charles and Police
Chief Earl Cook.

Del. Adam Ebbin (D-49)
presents Commission for
Women chairman Elizabeth
Johnson with a proclama-
tion from the state General
Assembly commending the
Alexandria Domestic Vio-
lence program.

Photos by

Jeanne Theismann/

Gazette Packet
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Pay Attention
To West End
To the Editor:

I am writing to comment on the
recent article concerning the West
End of Alexandria (“City’s ‘Green
Zone’ - West End businesses and
residents prepare to become mili-
tarized” March 17).

There has been a longstanding
image problem with the West End
and its place in Alexandria civic
affairs. The West End had been
stigmatized and stereotypes as

being full of tran-
sient people living in
apartments who are
not involved in local

affairs. Former city councilman
Lionel Hope was once quoted in a
local newspaper article as saying
that there are people in the West
End that don’t even know we have
a city council.

But there are many West End
neighborhoods with residents who
have lived there for several de-
cades. Some of Alexandria’s most
effective politicians and civic ac-
tivists have been West End resi-
dents. Beloved Mayor Charles
Beatley and his compatriot Coun-
cilman Mel Bergheim lived right
behind Hammond High School.
Retired army colonel Ben
Brenman was a tireless advocate
for the West End. I recall Mr.
Brenman being quoted in a local
newspaper as referring to Duke
Street as “the dirt Duke.” He felt
the city had allowed unattractive
development to fester along the
Duke Street Corridor.

The attitude of city officials to-
ward the West End and its unique
culture had to be examined. There
is a history and pattern of discrimi-
nating against and mistreating the
West End.

The West End used to be identi-
fied by its own public high school.
Francis C. Hammond opened at
4646 Seminary Road in 1956. It
continued to exist as a very pres-
tigious institution up until the last
senior class graduated in June
1971. At that time Alexandria
made the controversial decision to
consolidate its three high schools.
The old Hammond was eviscer-
ated. Bringing kids across the city
for misguided social engineering
purposes became the new order of
the day.

Another aspect of the old West
End culture was the Brookville
swim club at 1151 North Van Dorn
Street. This was a popular hang-
out spot in the 1950s, 1960s, and
1970s. When Brookville closed
down and was redeveloped into
townhouses it left a void that had
never been replaced.

The plight of Landmark shop-
ping center in recent years had

been an embarrassment. It opened
with great fanfare in 1965. But it
has fallen on hard times. The
Washington City Paper even ran a
story a few years ago about the
decline of business activity there.
They compared it to a ghost town.

The quality of life has declined
in the West End. But have city of-
ficials been supportive of the West
End? I see a pattern of negative
behavior towards the West End.
How can this be corrected? I think
the powers that be need to reach
out more to the West Enders. If
West Enders want to serve on city
commissions, boards, and panels,
then don’t reject them out of hand
simply because they haven’t spent
a lifetime performing do-gooder
volunteer work. Don’t reject them
because they are not cronies of the
local political machine. Give them
a chance to have a say in how their
neighborhood develops.

I attended a meeting at
Hammond middle school on the
evening of Tuesday, Feb. 8. The
topic concerned plans to improve
the quality of the athletic facility
at Hammond and installing lights.
Many neighbors of the school were
in attendance expressing their con-

cerns. This situation is an example
of how further redevelopment in
the West End will lead to more
voices emerging.

City officials need to break away
from their East End oriented snob
mentality and become more sen-
sitive to the needs of the West End.
The media needs to do its part by
giving more coverage as well.

Gregory G. Paspatis
The writer is a third generation

Alexandrian who graduated from
T.C. Williams High School in 1978
and George Mason University in
1983 with a B.A. in history. A
civilian employee of the U.S.
Marine Corps, he is a past presi-
dent of the Alexandria Sportsman’s
Club and a member of the Taylor
Run Civic Association.

Increase
Public Access
To the Editor

The debate over Alexandria’s
waterfront plan is fundamentally
about whether the waterfront will
become a much more public place,
with increased public uses and

Letters

Sunday’s Dusting of Snow
The parking lot in the foreground is the back lot of
4600 Duke; beyond is Ben Brenman Park, and Duke
Street is off to the right.

activities, or a more private one.
Despite public access along

much of the Potomac River, the
waterfront is now largely a private
enclave. In the process of gaining
the public access, the city allowed
mostly office buildings and pricey
townhouses, with limited public
activities. There are also no hotels
and only one restaurant on the
water.

Although parts of the waterfront
can be enjoyable to walk along,
there are few other reasons to ac-
tually visit. With a few exceptions,
such as the boat dock area, the
word vibrant does not describe the
existing waterfront.

Yet the waterfront could finally
become a truly vibrant place, if the
waterfront plan proposed by the
city staff is approved and then
implemented in the years ahead.

The proposed plan is very much
a public — not a private — devel-
opment plan. It includes a wide
range of public uses, including
new and expanded public parks,
piers, and promenades and a vari-
ety of civic, cultural, and recre-
ational activities.

The plan requires that develop-
ment on the limited private devel-
opment sites respond to and be
compatible with the public activi-
ties; for example, hotels and res-
taurants instead of primarily more
town houses for the well-to-do.

The plan is a reversal of how
development usually proceeds in
Alexandria, in which public ameni-
ties and benefits are typically dis-
cussed at the end of the planning
process. In this case, public use
truly trumps private.

And there’s the rub. More pub-
lic activities and public-oriented
uses such as hotels and restaurants
would bring more people.  Some
people who live on or near the
waterfront appear not to be
pleased.

Opponents of the plan now ap-
pear to be trying to torpedo it en-
tirely or significantly scale back
the public-oriented uses, especially
the hotels and restaurants. If they
succeed, more townhouses and or
office buildings are inevitable. And
the evolution of Alexandria’s wa-
terfront into mostly a private pre-
serve, with public access to the
water but limited public activities,
will be largely complete.

Thus, if the Planning Commis-
sion and City Council conclude, for
example, that two hotels rather
than the proposed three are more
suitable, they need to substitute
other public-oriented uses in the
plan. Time-shared condos might
be an acceptable substitute for a
hotel, for example, and a pavilion
for tasting Virginia wines could
replace a restaurant.
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*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2009 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

**Based on A.M. Best written premium. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Fire and Casualty Company - Bloomington, IL; State Farm General

Insurance Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Lloyds – Dallas, TX .

Chris Umbel, Agent
50 South Pickett Street
Alexandria, VA 22304
Bus: 703-751-4404
chris.umbel.puyw@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

1005002

Protect: Your car.
Your house.
Your bank account.

2
3

1

Save an average of $696*
Protect yourself with America’s #1
car and home insurance company**.
Give me a call and start saving today.

NOTICE OF CLOSING
QUEEN STREET CLINIC, PLC

QUEEN STREET CLINIC WILL CLOSE
WHEN THE CLINIC BUILDING IS SOLD

FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS, 22,000 PATIENTS HAVE
CONSIDERED THE QUEEN STREET CLINIC THEIR MEDICAL
HOME. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TRUST IN ME. IT HAS BEEN
MY HONOR AND PRIVILEGE TO CARE FOR YOU!

FOR THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA:
FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS, QUEEN STREET CLINIC’S COST
SAVINGS FOR THE TAXPAYER WAS OVER $165 MILLION
DOLLARS. 22,000 CLINIC PATIENTS WERE RESPONSIBLE
AND WILLING TO PAY OUT OF POCKET FOR MEDICAL CARE
RATHER THAN GO TO THE ER.

FOR ME:
THE 22,000 PATIENTS, WHO HAVE BECOME RESPONSIBLE
FOR THEIR HEALTH CARE COSTS, THEY ARE THE REAL
HEROES!

WITH EVERY GOOD WISH, I AM,
BEST,
ANNE BOSTON PARISH, MSN, RN, CS, FNP-BC
FOUNDER AND OWNER

Medical records are now available at the written request
of patients or authorized representatives.

1000 Queen Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-299-9701 • www.queenstreetclinic.com
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Letters to the Editor

But none of these decisions need
to be cast in stone now, because
the waterfront plan is only a mas-
ter plan and thus aspirational in
nature. It’s a very specific vision
of what the future waterfront
could be and how it can be
achieved.

The hard work will come when
detailed planning begins for the
three development sites remaining
on the waterfront. Then we will
see whether the proposed amount
of hotel and restaurant space is
actually viable. We will see to what
degree hotels and restaurants can
be integrated into buildings that
are designed to look like historic
Alexandria warehouses, as is re-
quired in the plan.

But to make specific decisions
now about the amount of allow-
able hotel and restaurant space,
without substituting other public-
oriented uses, would be a grave
mistake.

Bill Hendrickson
Alexandria

Decision Before
Public Hearing?
To the Editor:

Based on an unsolicited offer to
buy a city-owned parcel by an ad-
jacent property owner looking to
consolidate, the city council sum-
marily declared the property at the
corner of Braddock Road and Mt.
Vernon Avenue “surplus.” Vice
Mayor [Kerry] Donley assures us
the city won’t sell except for the
right price. But the “right price” is
determined by the allowable use,
viz, the SUP allowing develop-
ment.

This means that City Hall will
have determined what kind of

Snapshot
3:10 p.m.,
March 23,
Entrance #1 at
T.C. Williams
High School

Photo by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet

project, density, etc. it is going to
allow. In other words, after all the
deals have been cut, the property
sold, the SUP filed and the deci-
sions already de facto made, the
city will hold a public hearing to
ask the citizens what they think.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Correcting
Bike Usage
To the Editor:

To correct implications in the
March 22 story, “Exaggerated As-
sumptions?” the Metropolitan
Washington Council of Govern-
ments (COG) is not leading or in-
volved in Alexandria’s current
bikesharing initiative, but we are
pleased that the city and other lo-
cal governments are pursuing
funding for bikesharing on their
own, which will increase transpor-
tation options, reduce traffic con-
gestion, and improve public health
and air quality. Last year, Alexan-
dria participated in a regional
bikesharing grant application for
federal TIGER II funds that was
submitted by COG but unfortu-
nately not funded.

The critics quoted in the article
also attributed incorrect bicycle
usage estimates to COG’s TIGER
II proposal. Our benefit-cost analy-
sis included an estimate that bikes
would be used by 6 people per day
initially, and that usage would
grow at a rate of 5 percent per year
in later years, which is consistent
with data available from the DC
SmartBike program, as well as
other international examples.

David Robertson
COG Executive Director

Preserve
City’s History
To the Editor:

What the city has proposed for
the waterfront is being driven by
an urge to increase our commer-
cial tax base which seems to have
been the driving force behind
much of what has happened in the
city in the last 20 years. We built
PTO for tax revenue and the prom-
ise of Old Town-like retail which
has never developed. The Mon-
arch building along Route 1 was
delivered with a promise to bring
new retail to the Parker Gray area.
Only three retail businesses sur-
vive there, a Chinese restaurant,
LA boxing and Starbucks. The
waterfront was slated as another
development site as far back as
October of 2007 with the Mayor-
only appt. Economic Sustainability
Workgroup. That is where the idea
of creating a “world class water-
front” first emerged. Too bad this
is a long way from a world-class
waterfront plan, and a waterfront
that is trying to compete with Na-
tional Harbor for hotel rooms in-
stead of emphasizing the unique
history that is our Alexandria Wa-
terfront.

Enabling private development of
the waterfront is the heart of this
plan. The Recommendation of the
Economic Sustainability work
group says that Alexandria “should
take full advantage of the tourism
and business development poten-
tial of National Harbor develop-
ment across the Potomac River.”
The recommendations did not say
we needed to be like National
Harbor. In the most recent mate-
rials released by the city, it says it
has compared revenue and costs
to National Harbor. That must be

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
Mom and The Alexandria Gazette Packet will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue.
Be sure to include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your
name and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoAX@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Alexandria Gazette Packet, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed envelope,
but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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why this proposal aims to add 625 hotel
rooms to the waterfront, or as it says it is
‘encouraging’ but does not ‘require’ hotels.
But the financing of improvements does
indeed depend on hotels being built at three
sites, as “Hotels are a major reason why the
Plan can pay for itself.” And hotels are low
impact, right? According to the plan hotels
“do not create traffic congestion.” The rea-
son citizens are being called up or emailed
to support this plan is the threat that if we
don’t support it then we will get more
townhouses on the waterfront, yet “The
redevelopment sites have had the current
zoning since 1992 and have not been rede-
veloped.” So why do we need to rezone the
waterfront?

After all, if we would prefer a Seaport
Museum and to protect some of the institu-
tions presently on the waterfront, “Muse-
ums and cultural institutions can be built
on the redevelopment sites today.” This plan
does not does not protect the Art League,
the Alexandria Seaport Foundation, or cre-
ate a new unique home for the Archeology
Museum and does not protect historic struc-
tures. In the expansion of Point Lumley Park
nothing is being mentioned of the Alexan-
dria Marine building (built between 1897-
1902). The supplemental materials confirm
the threat to the Beachcomber, built by Tom
Hullfish’s father, when it says “The water-
front plan recommends exploring restora-
tion of the Beachcomber as a restaurant if

financially feasible.” If the city can build an
entirely new building on Waterfront Park,
as it proposes, I am sure it can restore the
Beachcomber, which will bring back found
memories for some, and remind others of
our history. And if the city really cares about
the Old Dominion Boat Club, an institution
that has been at its current location since
1923, it should rebuild the Original Boat
Club building at 210 Strand. It was a beau-
tiful building that could be recreated and
would make another excellent site for a res-
taurant or public market and fit in on a his-
toric waterfront.

There is another economic model that can
be used as opposed to the development
model, and that is called “Placemaking.”
Make the waterfront a unique place where
people want to come, give them something
that they can’t get anywhere else, and make
Alexandria a destination for every heritage
tourist that cares about history. Beautiful
parks with play areas for kids, natural land-
scapes and parks, and historical markers
will add value to Alexandria. The continu-
ous path that needs to be completed along
the waterfront should be a history path that
tells visitors what happened at that spot,
and why it is important. The shorelines
through history should have their own
markings so visitors can understand how
our shoreline developed. The art component
of the plan can highlight this with beauti-
ful sculpture along our parks. We can’t get
this anywhere else, we need to create it right
here, and not compromise for the sake of a
dollar, on a second-class waterfront. I urge
citizens to oppose changing the zoning to
allow hotels and more density and let us
work with the good parts of this plan to
make a great waterfront.

Boyd Walker
Chair, Greater Alexandria Preservation

Alliance

Underlying
HIV/AIDS
Issues
To the Editor:

On Feb. 28, 2011, Michael Lee Pope of
[The Gazette Packet and] WAMU 88.5 re-
ported that Alexandria has the highest AIDS
rate in Virginia, with 3.4 times higher than
the rate across Virginia. According to the
News, “Most people living with HIV and
AIDS in Alexandria are African-American
men, a group that the commission on HIV/
AIDS in Alexandria has been trying to tar-
get by reaching out to the faith community.”
As a home to thousands of immigrant com-
munities, the commission also needs to take
note of the impact of religion and culture
of the immigrant communinties on HIV/
AIDS prevention and control. Culture and
religion can be hindrances if they are not
nurtured to contribute to that end.

A good example in this respect is the
strong desire by HIV/AIDS patients of Ethio-
pian origin to remain undisclosed. In 2008,
I had the opportunity to do my nursing clini-
cal practice in one of the clinics in Alexan-
dria, where many HIV positive men and
women of Ethiopian origin get health sup-
port. One of the issues their respective case

managers raised to me was the lack of will
too disclose their status to friends and fam-
ily members at the least. The case manag-
ers were very curious why that was the
case? Even after landing here in the U.S.,
where following the proper treatment re-
gime has changed the myth about HIV/
AIDS, people remained skeptical of disclos-
ing themselves for cultural and religious
reasons.

When HIV/AIDS was discovered and
started to be almost in every neighborhood
in Ethiopia, HIV/AIDS victims or those who
displayed some signs and symptoms were
viewed as people who practiced promiscu-
ity and unprotected sex with prostitutes,
practices abundantly denounced by the
Christian and Islamic faiths in Ethiopia.
Churches and mosques rejected the use of
condoms and preached premarital absti-
nence as the right practices by humanity of
faith. Equating premarital intercourse to
sinners became a daily teaching as HIV/
AIDS continued to encroach many thou-
sands of households. The faith places were
not welcoming for victims to go due to the
unpleasant and harsh characterization of
contracting HIV/AIDS. It was hardly pos-
sible to find a supportive environment for
people to disclose their status for fear of
the stigma and stereotyping. The stigma
coupled with the culture of secrecy in the
community exacerbated the problem. David
Shinn, a former U.S. ambassador to Ethio-
pia (1996 –1999), said, “The evidence un-
derscoring the problem presented by the
stigma of being HIV positive is widespread.
The culture of secrecy, at least among those
from the highlands, almost certainly con-
tributes to this situation.”

The consequences were, to mention few,
shame, fear, isolation, desperation, depres-
sion, remorse, outrage, avoiding public ar-
eas, and hiding HIV/AIDS status. Thou-
sands chose to remain underground. When
patients are unwilling to disclose their sta-
tus, there is a high risk for others to con-
tract the virus during unsafe sex with un-
disclosed patients. Hence, public health ef-
fort to prevent and control HIV/AIDS by
involving faith groups should address some
of these religious and cultural problems that

can be counterproductive to the overall ef-
fort.

Tilahun Kassaye
Alexandria

Resignation
Sought
To the Editor:

Now that he has officially launched his
campaign for the Virginia Senate, Council-
man Rob Krupicka should do the right thing
and immediately step down from the Alex-
andria City Council. This will allow
Krupicka to concentrate his efforts on his
new political endeavor, while allowing his
replacement to focus on representing the
people of Alexandria.

One may reasonably ask if Krupicka is
currently representing Alexandria’s best
interests or attempting to curry favor with
non-Alexandria population centers, as well
as the professional lobbyists and rich do-
nors whose support he will need to fulfill
his ambitions for higher office. Regardless
of the answer, it is clear that Krupicka is no
longer interested, if he ever was, in sup-
porting Alexandria businesses and citizens.

Indeed, Krupicka’s decision to support the
wildly unpopular Donley Piggyback tax sug-
gests that he has placed his desire for State
Office above the interests of his constitu-
ents. This draconian tax has been strongly
opposed by the Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce (hardly a radical organization)
and more than 440 of our citizens who have
signed a petition at http://
w w w. i p e t i t i o n s . c o m / p e t i t i o n /
alexchambercatpet/signatures. Clearly, no
one wishing to be re-elected to City Coun-
cil would willingly take this political sui-
cide pill.

Bud Miller
Alexandria

The views expressed above are solely mine
own and do not represent the views of any
organization I am or have been associated
with.

Snapshot
Kathleen
Barnett, Ph.D.,
photographed
this red-tailed
hawk in her
Rosemont
backyard on W.
Chapman Street
in January.

Spring Shower
Of Snow

Full of bulbs that bloom
Time in between
And the heavenly sky
Rain of showers
Skies of blue
Space of time in between

Crystal clear that of Spring
Showers
Clear blue skies
Sometimes clouds
And rainbows

If one could touch
The space between?
The Winter mist
The feel of cool, cold
And hot
Sometimes warm of Summer
And Fall

One would say
Spring showers
I say it’s heavenly
Tears of cleanser
New like snow

That sometimes
In Spring
Rainbows and showers
That time of season

Moonlight like a lamp
Fills with reflection
Upon a pond and streams
Rivers and oceans
Sometimes little waves
Showers of spring upon a pond.

— Geri Baldwin

Poetry
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Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

The Shops at Bradlee Welcome

Lacrosse Unlimited is a family owned and operated company
with our greatest emphasis on customer service. We first opened
in 1990 and have been continuing to grow with the sport ever since,
specializing in the best in custom equipment, apparel and dyes.

We decided to open in Alexandria because some of the top high
school programs in the country are in the area and deserve their
own dedicated lacrosse store. The Bradlee Shopping Center was
an easy decision. The center has it all and we wanted to help
elevate an already amazing one-stop shopping experience.

Elizabeth (Betsy)
Archer Fowler

Elizabeth Fowler, 94, died March
19, 2011 at Capital Hospice in Ar-
lington, of complications follow-
ing surgery for a broken leg. She
had been a resident of Alexandria
for 65 years.

Betsy was born in Selma, N.C.
She attended elementary school in
Greensboro, N.C., where her fa-
ther, Frederick Archer, was Super-
intendent of Schools, and later
attended Lincoln and Horace
Mann Schools of Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City. She gradu-
ated from J.M. Atherton High
School in Louisville, Ky., and went
on to attend the University of Lou-
isville, where she joined the Pi
Beta Phi sorority, in which she re-
mained active for over 75 years.
She graduated from the University
of Alabama in 1937, where Dr.
Archer was a professor of educa-
tion.

In 1938 she was employed by
the Tennessee Valley Authority,
where she later met her husband,
Donald D. Fowler. They were mar-
ried in Knoxville, Tenn. in Janu-
ary, 1942, and during World War
II were stationed at a number of
military posts in the southern and
northwestern United States. In
1946, they settled in Alexandria
with their two daughters, and their
son followed in 1951.

Mrs. Fowler was an active vol-
unteer for many political and so-
cial organizations in Alexandria,
serving as secretary of the Alex-
andria Democratic Committee, an
officer in the Beverly Hills
Women’s Club, a deliverer of
Meals on Wheels, on the Board of

Obituaries

Lady Managers at the Alexandria
Hospital, and as an after-school
tutor at George Mason Elementary
School. She was an avid golfer at
the Army-Navy Country Club,
where she achieved the ultimate
triumph of hitting a hole-in-one.
Her talents also ran to watercolor
and oil painting, where she greatly
enjoyed painting local Alexandria
scenes and residences.

Betsy traveled to many countries
around the world with her hus-
band, both during his career at the
World Bank and after his retire-
ment — in Europe, Asia, the
Middle East, Africa and Latin
America.

Mrs. Fowler leaves behind her
husband of 69 years, Don Fowler
of Alexandria; her daughter Eliza-
beth Fowler of San Francisco, Ca-
lif.; her daughter Ann Henry
(John) of Newtonville, Mass.; her
son Donald Fuester Fowler of
Aarhus, Denmark; five grandchil-
dren; and one great-granddaugh-
ter.

Funeral services at Arlington
National Cemetery are pending.

Donations in her memory may
be made to the Foundation Fund
of Westminster Presbyterian
Church of Alexandria.

Elizabeth (Betsy) Archer
Fowler

Marie Goods Flynn, 71, who was
born in the City of Alexandria,
lived her entire life in Alexandria,
and took great pride in being a
native to the area, died on
Wednesday, March 23, 2011.

Marie Goods Flynn graduated
from St. Mary’s Academy in 1957
and worked several jobs as support
staff including National Airport,
The Pentagon, St. Louis Catholic
Church, and George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Estate.

Beloved mother, she is survived
by her children, Donna Batcheller
of New Market, Md., Laura Betts
of King William, Va., and Christo-
pher Flynn of Centreville, Va.; her
two sisters, Mildred Catherine
Goods of Bethany Beach, Del. and
Elizabeth Goods Kraft of Milton,
Del.; eight grandchildren, and
many dear friends.

The Funeral Service will be held
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 310
South Royal Street on Monday.

Marie Goods Flynn

April 4 at 10 a.m. with burial to
follow in St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Alexandria.

Donations will be accepted in
her memory to the Regional Ani-
mal Shelter, PO Box 215, King
William, VA 23086.

Arrangements by Demaine Fu-
neral Home, Alexandria,
www.demainefuneralhomes.com

Marie Goods Flynn
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People

M
ore than 300
people turned
out March 26 for
the annual Se-

nior Services of Alexandria Gen-
eration to Generation Gala to pay
tribute to families who, through
their service to others, have made
significant contributions to the
community.

“We don’t have our final num-
bers in yet but because of the gen-
erosity of several new sponsors,
we feel confident we exceed the
$53,000 we raised last year for
Senior Services,” said Executive
Director Janet Barnett. “Our silent
auction alone raised over $11,000,

All in the Family
Senior services honors legacies
of community service.

which was twice as much as last
year.”

Honored this year were Sandy
Calhoun and her son Andrew
Calhoun, Cathy David and her
niece Cathy Puskar, Carlton Funn
and his daughter Tracye Funn, and
Lillian Patterson and her daugh-
ter Marilyn Patterson .

“Our seniors are the most vul-
nerable in our community,”
Barnett said. “I am so thankful to
see so many people come out to
help support us in our effort to
care for them and enable them to
age with dignity.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Sean McEnearney,
Katharine Medina
and Tim Lovain.

The 2011 honorees gather at the Generation to Genera-
tion Gala. Front row: Cathy David and Cathy Puskar;
second row: Lillian and Marilyn Patterson; third row:
Tracye and Carlton Funn; back row: Andrew and Sandy
Calhoun with Senior Services board president Mark Roth
and Mayor Bill Euille.

Arthur Peabody and Susan
Kellom.Fran and Gant Redmon.

Del. Adam Ebbin(D-49) and
Connie Hart.

Lillian and Marilyn Patterson with Lillian’s
grandson Marques Wilson.

Liza Banks with Shannon and Beatrice
Campagna.

Tracye and Carlton Funn. Cathy David and her niece
Cathy Puskar.

Sandy Calhoun and her
son-in-law Andrew
Calhoun.

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet
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Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
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Free Landscape
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Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Japanese Maple Planted
$479 Value with 200 sq. ft. Patio or

Equivalent Hardscape Purchase
with this ad

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6"-12')

$9.99 & Up

30% OFF

Pansies
97¢

Reg. 1.89

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae & Hollies

Leyland Cypress

25% OFF

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.
Fill Dirt

$19.99 cu. yd.
Shredded

Hardwood Mulch

$2.99  2cu. ft.
$3.49  3cu. ft.

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

3 FREE PANSIES
with coupon

1 per customer

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

HAVE YOU SEEN THE NEW
ARRIVAL AT BELLE VIEW?

Jewelry • Pashmina Scarves  • Men’s Distinctive
Themed Ties • Handbags • Sculpture • Art Glass

Wall Hangings  • Driftwood Coffee Tables
Handmade Wooden Boxes

Located in the Belle View Shopping Center
 Minutes from Old Town off the G.W. Parkway

RICHARD CARROLLRICHARD CARROLLRICHARD CARROLL
1600 Belle View Blvd

703-412-6066

30% OFF
DESIGNER
& BRIDAL
JEWELRY

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon.-Wed. 10-7,
Thurs. & Fri. 10-8,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

606 Upland Place A Magnificent Property $1,350,000 This is a rare opportunity to
own a home that backs to the
Masonic Temple. This stunning
Custom Home has been taste-
fully renovated and remodeled
& is in one of Alexandria’s most
prestigious neighborhoods.
The home includes a gourmet
kitchen with granite counter-
tops & cherry cabinets, Butler’s
pantry with a wet bar, a spiral
staircase leading to a loft, for-
mal living and dining rooms,
den/study/office, updated
baths with Jacuzzi tub and
steam shower, 2-car side-load
garage, and much more. A
great home for relaxing or
entertaining.
Call Kevin @ 703-509-5804
for more info and to arrange
a private showing.

Kevin Plunkett
Associate Broker
703-778-7719(d) • 703-922-4348(h)
kevinp@mris.comAccent Homes

Old Town
COULD IT GET WORSE?
PROBABLY

I really hate to keep harping on the
subject of the Waterfront Small Area
Plan, but the more I learn about this
monstrosity the more I want to go back
to bed.

Every time I can’t believe our city
planners and lawmakers couldn’t make
more of a mess out of their vision for the
future of Old Town’s much discussed
waterfront, our leaders make a liar out
of me.

The waterfront plan is scheduled for
vetting by the planning commission and
City Council next month. But, as the Old
Town Civic Association has said fre-
quently, crucial aspects of the plan are
unknown or highly questionable as to
completeness or reasonableness. Or, as
another Old Towner said the other
night: “What the city is foisting on us is
an exercise in idiocy.”

Wow! Tough words. But the OTCA
has been monitoring the development of
the city’s waterfront for decades and has
emerged as a leading advocacy group in
seeking to preserve the sanctity and in-
tegrity of that glorious bastion in the
heart of Old Town.

OTCA has been bombarding city offi-
cials with pleas to slow down on a
waterfront development plan until the
views of all stakeholders get a reason-
able audience. Yet, planners seem to
press on — seemingly oblivious to
OTCA’s position. For example, OTCA
recently polled its members on the wa-
terfront plan as has been put forward by
the city and learned that almost eight
out of 10 (79 percent) of its members
had an unfavorable view of the plan in
general, with the top concern being le-

gal issues that are unsettled and could
dramatically increase the costs.

The survey also disclosed several
other key issues, among them:

❖ No real alternatives have been de-
veloped or vetted by the city to allay
citizen concerns.

❖ The plan has too much commercial
development that will negatively impact
neighborhoods, such as traffic and park-
ing, and what the survey described as
cannibalization of existing businesses.

❖ The new Waterfront Park building
proposed in the plan just south of the
Old Dominion Boat Club is extremely
unpopular.

❖ The plan is not revenue neutral and
no cost-benefit analysis supports this
conclusion.

❖ Finally, the plan does not fit within
existing and agreed planning param-
eters.

‘Towners, the sides have in effect
been drawn on the future of our town’s
waterfront and the answers won’t be
easily achieved. Let the (enormously
expensive) games begin.

— Bob Feldkamp

Taylor Run
EBBIN IS RUNNING

Spring must be here; cherry blossoms
and daffodils are bursting into bloom
and so are parties for candidates.

A large group of Adam Ebbin’s friends
and supporters almost burst the seams
of the Black History Museum, where
they were serendipitously able to see a
splendid collection of oil paintings by
the late Horace Day, a noted artist who
taught art all over the country but ended
his days here in Alexandria.
FELLOW DELEGATES

Six fellow members of the House of
Delegates, Bob Brink, David Bulova,
Eileen Filler-Corn, Charneile Herring,
Patrick Hope and Mark Sickles showed
up, as did Alexandria Vice-Mayor Kerry
Donley, Arlington Board Member Jay
Fisette, Alexandria Clerk of the Court Ed
Semonian, Falls Church Councilman
Lawrence Webb, and Arlington Commis-
sioner of Revenue Ingrid Morray, who in
another touch of serendipity, brought
her country music band with her, which
delighted members of the audience all
afternoon.  Other Alexandria voters
present were Leslie Hagan, Dorothea
Peters, Mike Campilongo, David
Drachsler, Mickey and Mark Feldheim,
Brigitte Guttstadt, Margie and Allen
Lomax, Melvin Miller, Andy Rivera and
Howard Woodson.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhoods

THURSDAY/MARCH 31
Teen Seminar. 7:30 to 9 p.m. “How to

Manage Social and Academic
Transitions for the Teen with LD”.
Co-sponsored by Commonwealth
Academy, Alexandria,  and Landmark
College, Putney, Vt.  Tuition is $15.
Visit www.landmark.edu/nova or
contact Commonwealth Academy at
www.CommonwealthAcademy.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 2
Meet the Artists Reception. 6 p.m.

The public is invited to meet the four
finalist artists for the commission of
the Charles Hamilton Houston
Memorial at the Charles Houston
Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Bulletin Board
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People

O
n Saturday afternoon, March
26, McLean High students
participated in an 18th century

living history program at the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Shop. Students
chose a personality from the century,
researched their identity and associa-
tions to portray them. Saturday’s group
portrayed scientists, herbalists, a French
balloonist, a naturalist and more.
Demonstrations were conducted in the
2nd floor of the shop. The group will
return on April 9.

Project
Enlightenment

Melinda McCalley portraying
Naturalist Lucy Say and Mererose
Daniels as an assistant to James
Audubon look at 18th century
bleeding tools.

Nadeem Bohsale and Ted Lin
perform an experiment with a
vacuum.

Chloe Benner as Margaret Mor-
ris, an herbalist from Trenton,
N.J. talks with Grace Pelak as
Julia Rush, the daughter of the
physician Benjamin Rush. Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

By Senitra McCombs

Gazette Packet

A
t the Northern Virginia Conser-
vation Trust’s (NVCT) 10th An-
nual Conservation Breakfast in
January, T.C. Williams High

School Ecology teacher Patrick Earle was
awarded Alexandria Conservationist of the
Year Award for leading the Chinquapin Park
Restoration Effort with a student and com-
munity-wide corps of volunteers.

The NVCT awarded three individuals
from Fairfax, Alexandria and Arlington for
their outstanding conservationist work in
their local communities.

“I have to admit that I was more surprised
than anything else,” Earle said.

Originally, he started “The Chinquapin
Park Restoration” project as a way for the
students in his AP Environmental Science
and Biology II: Ecology class to fulfill their
environmental service learning require-
ment.

“We needed to have a conservation
project that was easy for students to par-
ticipate in after school. Since Chinquapin
Park is adjacent to the school it was an ideal
spot,” he said.

So in 2009, he contacted the Northern
Virginia Conservation Trust about wanting
to create an Earth Day project for his stu-
dents at Chinquapin Park, next to the high
school.

However, it quickly grew from a simple
school-based Earth Day project into a joint
community and school environmental con-
servation project.

According to Ashley Stanton, the NVCT’s
manager of stewardship and outdoor pro-
grams, the Chinquapin Park project is
unique because it grew as a result of com-
munity support.

“Throughout the duration of the project,
Mr. Earle was able to bring many different
groups of people together to make this hap-
pen, without losing sight of the educational
importance the project had for his students
at the high school,” she said.

Some of these community partners in-
cluded the City of Alexandria’s Rod
Simmons, the Arlington Regional Master
Naturalists and many neighbors residing in
the Taylor Run watershed.

Arlington Regional Master Naturalists
staff member Michelle Ryan said, “It’s been
a pleasure working with Mr. Patrick Earle
and his students at T.C. Williams High

School on the Chinquapin Park project, spe-
cifically the invasive plant species removal
along the trail. We’re planning to continue
the work in 2011.”

Although conservation is an ongoing pro-
cess that takes time, Earle believes that
eventually native plants will return to the
nature trail in Chinquapin Park even though
his students won’t see the results of their
efforts for years to come.

He hopes to walk down the “trail in 10
years and see a much more biologically di-
verse ecosystem.”

He will remember the commitment of all
of the other teachers and community mem-
bers who helped make this project a success.

ANOTHER HIGHLIGHT of the project
was working with the students and intro-
ducing them to nature.

“I love working with teenagers, and es-
pecially students who have very little expe-
rience in nature. Many of them are very
reluctant at first to the idea of working out-
side and pulling up plants, but more often
than not they report enjoying the work and
the satisfaction that comes with making a
tangible difference in the environment,” he
added.

Earle believes that the best way to in-
crease environmental awareness among the
younger generation is to provide them with
positive experiences in nature. He adds that
many young people have an irrational fear
of the outdoors because they’ve had so few
outdoor experiences.

T.C. Williams High School is battling this
trend by providing its students with a num-
ber of environmental awareness projects.

 “We have just launched a cafeteria
composting project with the school Environ-
mental Club. We are also about to start up
the T.C. Garden Club again, which manages
an organic vegetable garden called the “Dis-
covery Garden” up at Chinquapin Park Com-
munity Gardens,” he said.

In addition, they take the students to
Great Falls National Park each spring to do
water quality testing. For many of his stu-
dents it’s their first trip to the park.

Earle is an environmentalist at heart; he
enjoys gardening, hiking and splitting wood
along with thinking of ways to make his
home a model of sustainable living.

“My wife and I recently installed a 4.4
Kw solar panel system on our roof that will
supply most of our electricity,” he said.

Earle earned a BS in engineering and
environmental studies from Tufts Univer-
sity in 1992 and a master’s degree in edu-
cation from George Washington University
in 2000. He lives in Takoma Park, Md. with
his wife and two children.

TC Teacher Named Conservationist of the Year
Patrick Earle with
Michael Nardolilli,
Northern Virginia
Conservation Trust
president, on the left,
and on the far right is
Rich McDonough with
Lane Construction who
was the Alexandria
sponsor.

An environmentalist,
at work, at home.

“Mr. Earle was able to bring many different groups of
people together to make this happen, without losing
sight of the educational importance the project had
for his students at the high school.”

— Ashley Stanton, NVCT manager of stewardship and outdoor programs
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Theater

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

P
art of the reason for the
success of musicals at Sig-
nature Theatre, a local

company with a national reputa-
tion in the field of the American
musical, has been its success at
finding local talent and giving
them a spotlight in which to shine.
Its strange, then, to see Signature
turn almost exclusively to per-
formers whose careers have been
built elsewhere — principally in
New York — for the core of the
cast of its latest adventure in stag-
ing new musicals. The result for
“And The Curtain Rises” is cer-
tainly not an improvement in the
performance
talent on dis-
play this time
out. Instead,
we get an en-
joyable but
certainly not
e n t r a n c i n g
evening of mu-
sical theater.

Regular at-
tendees at Sig-
nature are
well aware of
the strength of
the talent pool in the local area
and have come to anticipate great
things when the likes of Donna
Migliaccio,  Harry A. Winter,
Lauren Williams, Christopher
Block or Bobby Smith are cast in
challenging roles. Unfortunately
for Signature, all of them and quite
a few others happen to be work-
ing at Ford’s Theatre this month
where they are in another new
musical, “Liberty Smith.”  Planning
for Signature’s world premiere of
“And The Curtain Rises” goes back
to well before casting for shows at
other theaters was an issue, how-
ever.

This new musical is the result of
a commission Signature an-
nounced back in May of 2006 as
part of the American Musical
Voices Project funded by The Shen
Family Foundation. Under terms of
a $1 million grant, Signature was
able to give commissions to three
up- and-coming composers and
guarantee them that their new

Signature’s New York State of Mind
Premiere of “And
The Curtain
Rises” features
out-of-town
talent.

Where & When
“And The Curtain Rises”

plays at Signature Theatre in
Shirlington through April 10.
Performances are  Tuesday -
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.,
Thursday - Saturday at 8
p.m., Sunday at 7 p.m. with
2 p.m. matinees on Saturday
- Sunday. Tickets are $55 -
$81. Call 703 573-7328 or log
on to www.signature-
theatre.org.

Photo by Scott Suchman

Nick Dalton (as William Wheatley) enlightens his hopeful
cast — Rebecca Watson (as Millicent Cavendish), Laura
Keller (as Jacqueline) and Erick Devine (as Jeremiah
Burnett) in “And the Curtain Rises.” At Virginia’s Signa-
ture Theatre through April 10, 2011.

work would be given a world pre-
miere here in their venue in
Shirlington.

The first two have already been
produced. Michael John
LaChiusa’s sprawling musical stag-
ing of Edna Ferber’s novel “Giant”
was given a striking production in
2009. Ricky Ian Gordon’s semi-
autobiographical musical “Sy-
camore Trees” was on this stage
in 2010 and has been nominated
for four Helen Hayes Awards in-
cluding the Charles MacArthur
award for Outstanding New Play
or Musical. Both of these relied
more on talent recruited in New
York than on local cast members,
and it is disturbing that the third
in the series continues and even
accelerates that trend. Of the 15
members of the cast of “And The
Curtain Rises,” only two have ap-
peared on Signature’s stage before
and only two others who have
named roles have Washington
area credits in their bios.

Earlier importations from the
talent pool in New York have
brought big name Broadway stars,

some of whom have become regu-
lars here. None of the New York
performers in this production have
established star status. While they
all are at least acceptable in their
roles, no one reaches the heights
that we’ve enjoyed from Signature
regulars over the years.

The strongest is Rebecca
Watson, this production’s leading
lady playing a leading lady in the
show-within-a-show that forms
the basis for “And The Curtain
Rises.” She may not have been
given much sparkling material to
perform, but she lends a bright
personality and a strong voice to
the proceedings. Nick Dalton,
playing a producer, is even better
with his dialogue scenes and has
a vibrant singing voice but that
voice unfortunately wavers from
true pitch from time to time.
Among the supporting players,
Erick Devine as a classically
trained actor is a standout as is
Alma Cuervo who, after her stints

as Mrs. Potts in “Beauty and the
Beast,” Fraulein Schneider in
“Cabaret” and Ida Straus in “Ti-
tanic” has the biggest Broadway
name.

The production is being adver-
tised with the slogan “Partly his-
torical. Totally hysterical.” It is a
half accurate description. The
script by Michael Sladedoes take
some liberties with the historical
event on which the story is based
but those liberties don’t do vio-
lence to historical fact, at least as
far as can be determined since
there is no definitive history on
which to draw. It is the story of an
1866 show in New York City,
which became such a hit it
spawned many imitators starting
the evolution of what we now
think of as the American Musical.
That show was the result of a com-
bination of events at a propitious
time. America was just emerging
from a bloody civil war and was
ready for new diversions. At just
that time a theater in New York
called Niblo’s Garden was prepar-
ing a major melodrama when a
troupe of ballet dancers became
available due to a fire that had
destroyed the theatre where they
were scheduled to perform. Add-
ing dancers to the melodrama,
then deciding to add songs as well
made for a new blend of ingredi-
ents for a popular entertainment.
The show, “The Black Crook,” was
a huge success, perhaps mostly
because those dancers appeared in
flesh-colored tights giving the im-
pression of almost being naked.
Now that sold tickets!

The other aspect of Signature’s
slogan for “And The Curtain Rises,”
that it is “totally hysterical,” is
much more of a stretch. The script
includes a few laugh lines that
draw a chuckle or a murmur of
mirth but few outbursts of laugh-
ter and none of the gags build one
on the other to reach any comedic
heights.

The songs feature music by Jo-
seph Thalken and lyrics by Mark

Campbell. As seems to be the fash-
ion these days, each is delivered
with a single singing of the melody
without development. There is a
very brief overture which does not
introduce many of the melodic
lines but, rather, serves as a tone
setting transition from the pre-
show piano solos to the full orches-
tra sound of the show. The
entr’acte is even briefer and only
one or two melodies are given a
reprise, so the audience has little
chance to catch and appreciate the
musical qualities of the score. The
one time something approaching
a soaring melody is attempted is
for an imitation of the overly sen-
timental ballads of an age gone by
and it is interrupted and then dis-
missed in the dialogue of the show
as “insipid garbage.” A 14-piece
orchestra supports the numbers
with a good, solid sound, however.

That orchestra, or at least part
of it, becomes an element in the
scenic design of Broadway de-
signer Beowulf Boritt who pre-

sents the stage of the historic
Niblo’s Garden with views from
both front and back. When viewed
ostensibly from back stage, the
orchestra is seen in the pit with a
shockingly anachronistic view of
hanging mics to pick up the sound.
This is supposed to be 1866, some
10 years before the invention of
the microphone and nearly a cen-
tury before microphones in the
orchestra pit became a frequent
sight. Signature veterans Kathleen
Geldard and Colin K. Bills supply
satisfying costumes and lighting
design. All this is under the direc-
tion of Kristin Hanggi whose work
on “Rock of Ages” on Broadway
earned a Tony nomination.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater
in Virginia, Washington and Mary-
land as well as Broadway and writes
about theater for a number of na-
tional magazines. He welcomes
feedback from those he writes about
and those he writes for. He can be
reached at
brad.hathaway@verizon.net.

Leading lady Rebecca Watson
may not have been given
much sparkling material to
perform, but she lends a
bright personality and a
strong voice to the
proceedings.
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I Can See Clearly Now
Bright blue skies tell The Wanderer it is time to search for a
new pair of sunglasses. While he’s at it, an eye exam would
not be a bad idea since he is having a little trouble reading
the newspaper these days (a catastrophe!). One of our
many opticians should help him complete a cool look while
keeping him relatively respectable albeit incognito.

A VOORTHUIS

OPTICIANS
This is a locally owned
operation with a fabulous
selection of eye wear for
everyone. Owner Anna Marie
sees current trends turning to
bright colored plastics and
thinks everyone should have
at least 2 pairs—regular
glasses and the not only cool
but all important sunglasses.
530 King Street,

703.683.3822, voorthuis.com

D BAUER’S OPTICAL INC.
The Bauer family opened their first Alexandria location in 1978. They carry a wide
selection of traditional and designer frames including their own line of stylish and
affordable frames. They have an optometrist in the office as well as an in-house
laboratory with total quality control over the production of their eyewear. They offer a
senior discount and gift certificates are available.
4680 King Street, 703.671.1313, specsbybauer.com

E BRAHM OPTICIANS
Nancy Benjamin has been an optician
in her physcianÕs office building lobby
location for 24 years. She has also
been teaching for 28 years and has
written opticianÕs training manuals
that are used throughout Virginia.
Nancy specializes in unusual prescrip-
tions and is happy to give referrals to
many fine optometrists in the area.
4660 Kenmore Avenue, 703.751.2800,

brahmopticians.com

B BRAHM & POWELL

GUILD OPTICIANS
Braham & Powell is a 40 year old, family
owned and operated business located on
Washington Street between Cameron and
King Streets. They have a large selection of
frames and sunglasses and if they don’t have
something in stock they can get it for you.
Optometrists are available for your eye care
needs and they are proud of their patient,
professional service.
113 North Washington Street,

703.549.2828, brahmpowell.com

C CRYSTAL OPTICAL INC
Crystal Optical is a full service optical
dispensary that will allow you to fill your
prescription at the office of eye doctor and
surgeon, Dr. Jacob Clark. His experienced
staff enjoys finding and fitting the perfect
frames for each of their clients.
411 North Washington Street,

703.549.2020, drjacobclark.com

Photos by Louise Krafft

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature.

Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

F EYE2EYE

OPTOMETRY CENTER
As Del Ray’s first optical boutique
opened in 2008 by Dr. Dora
Adamopoulos, they offer a wide
range of services for the whole
family. The optical boutique features
a large selection of fashionsavvy
frames and sunglasses for kids, teens
and adults. Whether you need
comprehensive care for the entire
family or specialized treatment, their
staff strives to provide outstanding
eye care that exceeds expectations.
1502 Mount Vernon Avenue,

703.548.0122, myeye2eye.com
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Entertainment

Dogfish Head Wins Great
Rum Punch Challenge
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ogfish Head Distillery was the big
winner March 26 at the Seventh
Annual Great Rum Punch Chal-

lenge at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, beating
out runner-up Bittersweet, the defending
champ Bacardi, and competitors Basikneads
Catering, FireFlies, and Jackson 20. This is
the third win for Dogfish Head, based in
Rehoboth, Del., which took top honors in
2005 and 2008.

Rum Punch Challenge guests enjoyed the
many different styles of punches but also a
wide range of food from local establish-
ments, including Tempo Restaurant,
Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, Bittersweet,
Basikneads, FireFlies and Jackson 20.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum Society provided
the “Designated Drivers” punch, and many
local businesses donated to the silent auc-
tion. Guests toured the historic ice well and
learned about the importance of ice in the
18th and 19th centuries.

The origins of the Great Rum Punch Chal-
lenge came from the Museum’s participa-
tion in the American Whiskey Trail, an edu-
cational experience into the cultural heri-
tage and history of spirits in America. To
learn more, visit
www.americanwhiskeytrail.com.

Jeffery Allen and Paola Zambrana
from Bittersweet.

Alison Schrader and Barnabas
Sclafani of Dogfish Head Distillery.
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

See Entertainment,  Page 23

Entertainment

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6 to

9 p.m. Clean up your community, your
country, your planet — meet with the
Sierra Club at its new NOVA Hub in Del
Ray, 2312 Mount Vernon Ave., Suite
206, Alexandria. RSVP to Phillip Ellis,
Sierra Club Field Organizer at 571-970-
0275 or phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAYS
Line and Hand Dance Party. 6 to 7

p.m. Cost is $5/class. At the Weyone
Sports Lounge, Landmark Mall E-100,
5801 Duke Street, Ground Level,
Alexandria.

EVERY FRIDAY
Grown & Sexy Happy Hour and

Comedy Show. 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Hosted by comedian Ed Blaze. Ladies
free until 9 p.m. Men $10/$15. At
Weyone Lounge, 5801 Duke St. # E100,
Alexandria, located in the back of
Landmark Mall. Call 202-321-0867.

NOW THROUGH THROUGH APRIL 3
“Design for Murder.” A whodun’ it

murder mystery by George Batson,
produced by Bailey R. Center and
directed by Liz Owens. Presented by
Aldersgate Church Community Theater. Tickets are $15/
adults; $12/youth/seniors. Fridays and Saturdays, 8 p.m.;
April 3 Sunday Matinees, 2 p.m.; and March 31 Special
Thursday, Dinner Show, 7 p.m. Dinner show ticket prices are
$30 for adults and $25 for youth. Discount tickets at
www.acctonline.org. At Aldersgate United Methodist Church,
1301 Collingwood Rd. Alexandria. Call 703-660-2611.

THURSDAY/MARCH 31
The HGS 7th Annual Arts & Sciences Exhibition. 7 to 9

p.m. See what students have been up to: taking photos,
painting, writing, performing and recording music. At The
Howard Gardner School, 4913 Franconia Road, Alexandria.

“Straightlaced — How Gender’s Got Us All Tied Up.” 7
p.m. Free film screening. How pressures around gender and
sexuality are shaping the lives of American teens. At the
Durant Center, 1605 Cameron St., Alexandria. RSVP to
Erika.Kleiner@alexandriava.gov.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Cost is
$30/series or $12/class. Learn the dances of Jane Austen,
George Washington, and Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-746-
4242.

“Nurses, Spies and Soldiers: The Civil War at Carlyle
House.” Free admission. Hours are Tuesdays through
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays noon to 4 p.m. At
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-549-2997 or e-mail: Carlyle@nvrpa.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 1
Magic Tree House Tour. Sponsored by Horray for Books.

Meet author Mary Pope Osborne, lyricist Will Osborne and
Traveling Duo, “Jack” and “Anne,” stars of the Magic Tree
House: The Musical. Call 703-548-4092. To learn how you
can get involved in local poetry activities, e-mail
poet@alexandriava.gov, or call Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional
Program Director, Office of the Arts, at 703-746-5565.

APRIL 1 AND 2
“Hansel and Gretel.” 7 p.m. Presented by the Rose Hill ES

Players. Tickets are $3/children; $5/adults. At Hayfield
Secondary School, 7630 Telegraph Road, Alexandria.  Call
703-313-4200.

APRIL 2 THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays and Sundays 9:30 a.m.

to 3:30 p.m. Covers the changing role of African Americans
on the estate, views on George Washington from the
perspective of Union and Confederate supporters, and the
Washington-Robert E. Lee connection. At Historic Mount
Vernon. These tours are limited in capacity and cost $5 in
addition to Estate admission: $15 adults; $7 children (6-11);
free for children 5 & under. Visit www.MountVernon.org or
call 703-780-2000.

THROUGH APRIL 2
“Little Shop of Horrors.” At the Theatre at Bryant High

School, 2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria. Friday, April 1 - 7:30
p.m.; Saturday, April 2 - 2 p.m.; Saturday, April 2 - 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.metrotheater.org for tickets.

SATURDAY/APRIL 2
National Tartan Day. 1 to 6 p.m. Join in celebrating

Alexandria’s Scottish heritage at the 2011 Tartan Day Festival
and Clan Gathering. Enjoy piping, drumming, dancing, kilt-
flipping, shopping, and music auld and new. Special
appearance by the Devil’s Tailors, dance performance and
dance lessons throughout the day by the Royal Scottish
Country Dance Society. At Alexandria Market Square, 301
King Street, Old Town Alexandria.

Evening of A Cappella. Seven groups will compete in a variety
of styles at the 27th Mid-Atlantic Regional Harmony
Sweepstakes A Cappella Competition — Barbershop, jazz, pop,
rock, contemporary and more. At The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. To purchase tickets log onto:
www.Birchmere.com or go to www.ticketmaster.com or call 1-
800-745-3000.

April in Paris Gala. 6 p.m. cocktails; 7:15 dinner; 8:30 live
auction; 9 p.m. dancing. Tickets are $135/person. Sponsored
by the Friends of UCM. At the Mount Vernon Country Club,
5111 Old Mill Road, Alexandria. Contact Diane Tollefson at
703-980-2757 or dtollefson@cox.net.

Kids’ Rummage Sale. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sponsored by the
Good Shepherd Mom’s Group. A $1 donation will be collected
at the door for charity. At Good Shepherd Church, 8710 Mount
Vernon Highway, Alexandria.

Spring Concert Fund-raiser. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. With
guest artist Dr. Adlan Cruz, international pianist virtuoso. At
Grace Covenant Church and Conference Center. To register,
email ttf_cateam@yahoo.com or call 1-877-570-9488 or visit
www.timetofly.org.

Civil War Guided Tour. 10 to 11 a.m. The Ivy Hill Cemetery
Historical Preservation Society will conduct an inaugural Civil
War Guided Tour of Ivy Hill for the Friends of Alexandria
Archaeology. At Ivy Hill, 2823 King Street, Alexandria. Enter
from King Street, through the Ivy Hill Gate, turn left, and park
along the side of the driveway. Contact Ruth Reeder at
ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4719 for
reservations.

Talk on Preservation. 1 p.m. Free. Hear Dr. Dennis Pogue, vice
president of preservation at Mount Vernon, discuss the history
of Mount Vernon’s preservation, recent challenges and current
methods to preserve. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St., Alexandria. Call 703-431-2869.

St. Mary’s School Auction. 6:30 p.m. Items range from
landscaping services to painted furniture to fine dining at local
restaurants. Bid online at www.smsva.org. At St. Mary’s
School, 400 Green Street, Old Town Alexandria.

APRIL 2 AND 3
“Annie.” Presented by MVCCT. Show times are 7:30 p.m. nightly

with an April 3 matinee at 3 p.m. Tickets are $8/students;
$10/seniors and are available for purchase online at
www.mvcct.org. Organized groups receive a discount and can
order group tickets by calling 703-360-0686. At Carl Sandburg
Middle School, 8428 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Order by
calling 703-360-0686.

ETAP Benefit for Japan. “The Show Must Go On” will be
performed April 2 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; April 3 at 2 p.m. At
Northern Virginia Community College’s Richard J. Ernst
Community Cultural Center. A percentage of ticket sales will
be donated to the American Red Cross to help the victims of
the Japan earthquake and tsunami. Tickets are $15-$21. Call
703-222-5511 for group bookings.

SUNDAY/APRIL 3
Community Bingo. 2 to 5 p.m. Cost is $20 for 20 games, $15

for students, pay at the door.  Prizes from local businesses will
be offered (e.g., restaurant certificates, entertainment, home &
garden consulting, tourist events, and home/kitchen/car/
health & beauty care items). Monetary donations can be made
at www.wphs2011angc.org. At West Potomac High School,
6500 Quander Road, Alexandria. Contact Christian Reynolds,
703-799-2609.

Drawing the Clothed Figure. 1 to 4 p.m. In this workshop
students will practice drawing the clothed model in a
simplified manner intended to express the underlying human
form. Cost is $15/DRA members; $18/nonmembers. Contact
Katherine Rand at 703-836-1468 or
DRA.LifeDrawing@gmail.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 9
Movies with a Mission. 4:30 p.m. Free. “Promised Land.” Though apartheid

ended in South Africa in 1994, economic injustices between blacks and whites
remain unresolved. As revealed in this award-winning film, the most potentially
explosive issue is land. Screening will be followed by a discussion and gallery
walk. Reservations are requested, as seating is limited. At the Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe Street, Alexandria. Contact 703-746-4356.
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Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
             Coq au vin • Cassoulet
                  Fresh Jumbo Softshell Crabs

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

Old Town

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

St. James’
Episcopal Church

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

Sundays: 8 am - Holy Eucharist, All Education programs – 9:00am
10:15 am - Holy Eucharist – music

Wednesdays 12:00 noon:  Bible Study
You’re invited! Please join us for:

March 13 –April 10, 6:00pm Lenten Evening Study: Embracing an Adult Faith by
Marcus J. Borg (soup and salad supper provided)
Who is God?  Who was Jesus?  What is salvation?
How do we practice our faith? How do we live in community?

April 14th, SPECIAL EVENT, 6:30:  An Evening with Dr. Diana Butler Bass
Contemporary Religious Trends:  The End of Religion, or a New Beginning?
(hors d’oeuvres, book signing, & dessert - please register)

From Page 22

Entertainment

MONDAY/APRIL 4
Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Cost is $7 for a group of three, which
must include one adult. Or $30 for a
five-week pass. For toddlers (walkers
through 36 months) and their
caregivers. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 North Royal Street,
Alexandria. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or call
703.746.4242.

R.E. Lee Camp Dinner. 6:15 p.m. Hear
author Jayne E. Blair speak on “They
Fought Valiantly,” based on her book
“Tragedy at Montpelier: The Untold
Story of 10 Confederate Deserters from
North Carolina.”  Come and meet
friends and members of the Alexandria
R.E. Lee Camp 726, Sons of
Confederate Veterans and the Gen.
Samuel Cooper Chapter 105, Military
Order of Stars and Bars.  The cost of
the evening is $25/person. RSVP to
Mr. J.J. Smith at 703-299-1725.
Checks should be made out to R.E. Lee
Camp #726 and mailed to 401 Wilkes
St., Alexandria, VA 22314, and must
be received by April 1. To be held at
the American Legion Post 24 Hall, 400
Cameron Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.leecamp.org.

Jars of Clay. 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
$29.50. Performs at The Birchmere,
3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
Visit www.ticketmaster.com or 800-
745-3000.

TUESDAY/APRIL 5
Spoken Lessons. 7 p.m. Tickets are $10. Hosted by Sonya

Renee of HBO’s “Def Poetry Jam.” Spoken Lessons is a poetic
teacher showcase and community forum. Teachers from area
schools will share poetry inspired by classroom experiences.
Amy Young, Alexandria’s Poet Laureate, will also be reading
her work. At the Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-548-0035 or visit nvfaa.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 6
Civil War 150th Lecture. 7:30 p.m. “Alexandria, VA: Southern

Town, Yankee Citadel” presented by
James G. Barber, National Portrait Gallery
historian and author of “Alexandria in the
Civil War.” Admission is $10/person. At
The Lyceum, 201 South Washington St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-4994.
DJ Dance party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission
is $6. With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett Street,
Alexandria.
“For My Father” Film. 7 p.m. The film
tells the story of a Palestinian, forced on a
suicide mission to redeem his father’s
honor, who is given a second chance when
the fuse on his explosive vest fails to
detonate. At the James M. Duncan Jr.
Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave., Alexandria. Contact 703-746-1705.
Virginia Tech Politics and Planning
Series. 5:30 to 7 p.m. Free.
“Remembering Alexandria Civil Rights
Pioneer Samuel W. Tucker,”  a
conversation with Stephen J. Ackerman, a
noted expert on Tucker, and Louis Hicks,
director, Alexandria Black History
Museum. At the Washington Alexandria
Center, 1021 Prince Street, 3rd Floor.
Contact Matt Dull at mdull@vt.edu or
703-706-8117.

THURSDAY/APRIL 7
Story Time. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Designed for young children and
caregivers, this event will feature story
time and a small craft. Fee is $3 per child.
Call 703-548-1789 or visit
www.leefendallhouse.org. At Lee-Fendall
House Museum & Garden, Alexandria.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Cost is
$30/series or $12/class. Learn the dances of Jane Austen,
George Washington, and Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242.

APRIL 7 AND 8
Musician Colin Hay. Former with Men @ Work. Performs at

The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.ticketmaster.com or 800-745-3000.

Kay Krekow as Floria Tosca.

SUNDAY/APRIL 10
Puccini’s Opera “Tosca.” 4 p.m.

Tickets are $25. Presented by the
American Center for Puccini Studies.
There will be pre-performance
operatic entertainment and light
Italian fare available, beginning at
3:15 p.m. At First Christian Church of
Alexandria, 2723 King Street,
Alexandria. Call 301-602-4389 for
tickets. Visit PucciniAmerica.org.
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Fine Arts

THURSDAY/MARCH 31
New Exhibit Opens. “Nurses, Spies and Soldiers:

The Civil War at Carlyle House.” At Carlyle House
Historic Park. Alexandria became a major
transportation route and many buildings were
commandeered for use as hospitals. The Carlyle
House and the properties that once surrounded it
were known as the “Mansion House Hospital.” A
grand hotel before the war, the building could
hold up to 700 wounded soldiers. This exhibit
takes a close look at Carlyle House’s figures,
including poet Walt Whitman, Confederate spy
Frank Stringfellow, and Sarah Emma Edmonds,
who disguised herself as a Union soldier. Visit
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-549-2997.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
New Exhibit Opens. “The Marshall House

Incident” exhibition. At Fort Ward Museum. The
deaths of Union Col. Elmer Ellsworth and
secessionist James Jackson at the Marshall House
Hotel on King Street during the Federal occupation
of Alexandria on May 24, 1861 stirred patriotic
fervor in the North and South. This exhibit will
feature objects from Fort Ward’s collection, like a
star from the flag that had flown over Marshall
House, and items from the Mary Custis Lee
Chapter of the Daughters of the Confederacy to
tell this story that launched the Civil War in
Alexandria. Visit www.fortward.org or call 703-
746-4848.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 3
Kiln Club Annual Show. At the Scope gallery in

the Torpedo Factory Art Center. Hours are
Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
with Thursdays open until 9 p.m. At 105 North
Union Street, ground floor Studio 19, Alexandria.
Call the Scope Gallery at 703-548-6288 , visit
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.htm and
www.kilnclubwdc.com.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 4
Water Marks. Watercolorist Barry D. Lindley

creates striking paintings portraying the effect
water has on natural and man-made objects. On
Display in the Art League Gallery.

APRIL 4 TO MAY 1
“Flowers & Garden: Outdoors and In.” This

potting season, come to the Torpedo Factory Art
Center’s Scope Gallery to see some ceramic
groundbreaking odes to fleglings and flora,
focused on home and garden clay accents. Clay
artists will feature bird sculptures, nesting bowls
and home-inspired work surrounding the nest
centerpiece. At Scope Gallery, 105 North Union
Street, ground floor Studio 19, Alexandria. Call
703-548-6288 or visit www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope.

TUESDAY/APRIL 5
From Social Work to Sculpture. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.

Featuring Carol Gellner Levin, Torpedo Factory
Artist. At Morrison House, 116 South Alfred Street,
Alexandria. Visit www.morrisonhouse.com or call
703-838-8000.

APRIL 5 TO JUNE 5
Two Visitors Exhibit. Photography by Laurie Sand

and Colleen Spencer Henderson. Opening
reception is April 17 from 4 to 6 p.m. At Multiple
Exposures Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union Street, Studio 312, Alexandria. Call 703-
683-2205.

FRIDAY/APRIL 8
3 North Carolina Poets. 8-10 p.m. Washington,

D.C.’s Ruthless Grip Poetry Series visits Del Ray
Artisans for National Poetry Month. Acclaimed
North Carolina writers Lee Ann Brown, Chris
Vitiello, and Dianne Timblin will read from their
works. Email Bryan Koen (bwkoen@gmail.com) or
visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

APRIL 1 TO MAY 1
It’s Only Rock ‘n’ Roll, But I Like It!  Del Ray

Artisans’ April show, pays homage to all things
Rock ‘n’ Roll. All-media show, juried by Fierce
Sonia and Jen Chappell.  Meet the artists at the
opening reception, Friday April 1, from 7-10 p.m.
A day of rock-themed movies is planned for
Sunday, April 10, noon-9 p.m. An open mic lyric
slam is planned for Sunday May 1, 2-4 p.m. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
Fiercesonia@aol.com.

APRIL 1 TO MAY 15
Artist Linda L. Anderson. Dimensional

Landscapes: New Perspectives of our Natural
World. Artist’s Reception is Saturday, April 2 from
5 to 7 p.m. Artist’s Talk at 6 p.m. At the

Schlesinger Center’s Margaret W. & Joseph L.
Fisher Gallery, NVCC Campus, Alexandria.

APRIL 6 TO MAY 1
River Views and Moldau Visions. Watercolor

paintings by Helen Dilley Barsalou. Barsalou’s
exhibition is comprised of four parts: River Views,
Moldau Visions, Florals, and Animals. An opening
reception is Sunday, April 10 from 2 – 6 p.m.
Watercolor painting demonstration on Saturday,
April 23 at 2 p.m.  At Gallery West, 1213 King
Street in Old Town Alexandria’s Boutique District.
Visit www.gallery-west.com or call 703-549-6006.

APRIL 7 TO MAY 2
“Food, Glorious Food.” Free. Artist Cindy Packard

Richmond food-scapes on display. Meet the artist
reception is Thursday, April 14 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
At the Art League Gallery.  Hours are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. daily; Thursdays until 9 p.m.; Sundays noon
to 6 p.m. Visit richmondlikethecity.blogspot.com.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 10
“Bare Bones/Ruth Trevarrow.” Show contains a

collection of powerful shapes and lines that dare
us to see a lush beauty in bare bones.  At The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 10
Asian Inspirations. Jewelry, sculpture, clothing,

and wall pieces are some of the items that will be
exhibited. At Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery, Studio
18 of Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 North
Union Street, Old Town Alexandria.

APRIL 15 TO JUNE 3
Solos 2011.  Opening reception is Friday, April 15

from 6 to 9 p.m. D.C. collector and curator
Michael Pollack and independent curator Melissa
Keys, former of the Perth (Australia) Institute of
Contemporary Art, selected this year’s crop of
promising artists from across the Mid-Atlantic
region.  Artists in the exhibition are Mindy Hirt,
Mariah Anne Johnson, Ailsa Staub, Leigh Davis,
Joshua Wade Smith and Jennifer Coster.  At the
Arlington Arts Center, 3550 Wilson Blvd.,
Arlington. Call 703-248-6800. Visit http://
www.arlingtonartscenter.org

And All That Jazz
By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

F
or 12 years, he has in-
spired students in
the Alexandria City

Public School system to
reach for their musical
dreams. On April 2, Francis
C. Hammond Middle School
music director Vaughn
Ambrose will fulfill one of
his own as he takes to the
stage with the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra in a
tribute to jazz great Charlie
Parker.

“‘Charlie Parker With
Strings’ is one of my all-time
favorite jazz recordings and
a staple in jazz history,” said
Ambrose, who made his
conducting debut with the
orchestra at last year’s ASO
Children’s Festival under the
new Symphonica Nova se-
ries.  “It’s a huge honor to
have the privilege to play
this music.”

Parker recorded the leg-
endary selection of popular
standards backed by a string
orchestra after World War II with help
from famous jazz producer Norman
Gantz.

“I’ll be performing standards from
that time including ‘I’m In the Mood for
Love,’ ‘Summertime,’ ‘April in Paris’ and
‘Can’t Take That Away From Me,’”
Ambrose said. “The concert will also
feature two songs that didn’t make the
final cut: ‘They Didn’t Believe Me’ and
‘Scootin’, which for some reason was
never recorded anywhere.”

When he is not teaching the sym-
phonic, marching and jazz bands at
Hammond, Ambrose leads his own jazz
ensemble in the D.C. area and has per-
formed with such famed artists as the
Temptations, Lou Rawls, Aretha
Franklin and Gladys Knight. In March
of 2009, he participated in a six-week
long U.S. State Department tour to the
Middle East, performing and lecturing
in Afghanistan, Armenia, Iraq and Leba-
non.

“Right now, all my free time is focused
on this concert,” said Ambrose, who has
been playing the saxophone for more
than 25 years. “For the last two months,
I have been practicing for an hour-and-
a-half every night working on this mu-
sic.”

The concert, which will also include
works by Cole Porter, Richard Rodgers
and Arthur Schwartz, is part of the new

Hammond Middle School’s Ambrose,
ASO team up in Charlie Parker tribute.

Symphonica Nova of the ASO Jazz Se-
ries at the Rosslyn Spectrum Theatre at
Artisphere. Now in its second year, the
series is produced in partnership with
Arlington Cultural Affairs.

“Through this concert, I hope people
are transformed back to a time when
music was in its purist form,” Ambrose
said.  “Before electronics, the music and
melodies were simply incredible and
these have stood the test of time.”

When Ambrose takes to the stage to
perform “Charlie Parker With Strings,”
which was honored with the Grammy
Hall of Fame Award in 1988, he’ll do
his best to pay tribute to one of the
world’s greatest jazz musicians.

“I’m excited and honored to do this,”
Ambrose said. “And as Charlie Parker
once said, ‘I’m just trying to play all the
pretty notes.’”

Symphonica Nova of the ASO presents
Charlie Parker and Strings takes place
April 2 at 8 p.m. at the Spectrum The-
atre at Artisphere, 1611 N. Kent St.,
Arlington. The theatre is located two
blocks from the Rosslyn Metro and there
is free garage parking available. Tick-
ets: Youth tickets (up to age 18) always
$5; $10 student, $15 senior, $20 adult.
For tickets or more information, call
703-548-0885 or visit
www.alexsym.org.

Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Hammond Middle School music director
Vaughn Ambrose.

Jennifer Halvorson (IL) , Beloved,
hotworked and blown glass, tatted
lace, wool, straw, antique egg
basket 12”x6”x6”

APRIL 2-MAY 15
The Nest Project. What does home mean to you?

This project is a four-part endeavor that enlists
the help of a dozen local D.C. area art groups,
Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia, and
the Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association.
Outdoor nest installations are created by local
DC arts groups. All nests will be composed
primarily of natural renewable resources like
leaves, twigs, and driftwood, but could also
contain recycled materials.  Reception is April
14, 6-9 p.m., with Gallery Talk at 7 p.m., Target
Gallery. Torpedo Factory Artists’ In-Studio Nests
- April 2-May 15. Indoor Community Nest
sponsored by Habitat for Humanity of Northern
Virginia - April 2-May 15.
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People

Reaccreditation
The Alexandria
Sheriff’s Office has
earned reaccreditation
from the American
Correctional Associa-
tion (ACA) for its man-
agement of the City’s
jail facility. Commander
Mondré Kornegay
receives Accreditation
Certification from ACA
Standards Director
Kathy B. Dennis on Feb.
15. At left is Terry
Carter, accreditation
specialist. At right is
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne.
The audit process
included an examination of inmate supervision and management, rehabilitative
programs, fire and life safety practices and the overall quality of life. The Detention
Center received a 100 percent compliance with all mandatory standards and a 96.43

In December
Santa Helpers Hannah Tho-
mas and Olivia Pugh passed
out jingle bells for the sing-
along for the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra’s 2010
Children’s Holiday Concert.

Appreciating the pro-
gram is Brock Miller with
his mother Lisa Brock.
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Visiting the Titans
Last week U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk visited TC
Williams High School. In the Rotunda, a small group of
AP Government and Economics students gathered to
listen and ask questions. Kirk spoke of his history,
coming from Texas and having a similar legacy at his
high school as had TC Williams in the movie “Remem-
ber the Titans.” Kirk was also the first African-American
mayor of Dallas, Texas before joining the Obama cabi-
net as Trade Representative.
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Freddie Mac employees volun-
teered with Rebuilding Together
Alexandria (RTA) to rehab a fore-
closed home for a low-income
family of five to move into. Four-
teen Freddie Mac co-workers par-
ticipated in renovating the Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Program
home, a program of the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant,
that aims to stabilize neighbor-
hoods by turning foreclosed prop-
erties into affordable, energy-effi-
cient homes for low-income, first
time homebuyers.

Freddie Mac employees painted
the home, replaced incandescent
light bulbs with CFLs, installed a
programmable thermostat and
weather-stripping, cleared out ex-
isting carpet, and removed hun-
dreds of nails and staples so that
the hardwood  floors could be re-
finished, accommodating the new
homeowners’ child with allergies.

On an annual basis, Alexandria’s
volunteers join more than 200

Freddie Mac employees
remove carpet nails and
staples, preparing the
floors to be refinished, to
accommodate a child’s
allergies.

Freddie Mac Volunteers Help Repair Home

In Concert
The R&B group
Boyz II Men
returned to the
Birchmere on
March 13.

Photo by

La Shawn Avery-Simons/

Gazette Packet

Toast
To Hope

In November, SCAN (Stop Child
Abuse Now) of Northern Virginia
held its annual fundraiser, Toast To
Hope at the George Washington Ma-
sonic National Memorial. Local
restaurants including Tempo, Pork
Barrel, Dishes of India, The Majestic,
Chadwick’s, Monroe’s and Ramparts
donated house specialties for the
occasion. Dogfish Head, Rick’s Wine
& Gourmet, Boston Beer, Potomac
Selections/Arrowine, Barboursville
and Guiffre offered a variety of spir-
ited libations.  This year’s recipient of
the Cleary Award, Candace Radoski
was honored. Radoski has been vol-
unteering with SCAN since 2002 as
a parenting class facilitator.  Pictured
is Radoski and her husband Derek.
On Friday, April 1, SCAN is hosting
the 9th annual Allies in Prevention
Awards luncheon at

Maggiano’s at Tysons Galleria. See
www.scanva.orgP
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Rebuilding Together affiliates na-
tionwide, providing free home re-
pairs to those in need. Locally,
Freddie Mac’s support of RTA is
joined by teams of community vol-
unteers, local businesses (Booz
Allen Hamilton, Mirant Corpora-
tion, HDR, and others), and na-
tional sponsors Lowes and Sears
Holding Corporation.

Rebuilding Together Alexandria
is an award winning non-profit
dedicated to repairing and revital-
izing homes for homeowners in
need, including elderly, disabled,
military veterans and families in
need. Over the last 24 years, RTA
has received help and donations
from thousands of volunteers to
provide the free home repairs. To
date, in-kind donations of labor
and materials have resulted in
$5.257 million worth of value for
the residents of the City of Alex-
andria. To learn more, go to
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org
or call 703-836-1021.
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ity,” said Public Defender Melinda Dou-
glas during opening statements in Bahta’s
double-murder trial Monday. “The only real
explication is that he was insane.”

But prosecutors portrayed Bahta as a cold
and calculating killer, a man with a history
of violence who used a computer to track
the cell phone records of 27-year-old Seble
Tessema before forcing himself into the door
of her apartment and brutally murdering
her and their infant daughter. They dis-
missed Bahta’s insanity de-
fense as unwarranted, calling
a series of witnesses to dem-
onstrate that he planned to
kill Tessema before the vio-
lent rampage that left mother
and daughter dead in pools
of blood on the 14th floor of
a West End apartment build-
ing.

“This was a willful and de-
liberate crime committed by
a sane and jealous man,” said
Deputy Commonwealth’s At-
torney Krista Boucher. “The
defendant did exactly what
he said he was going to do.”

COURT RECORDS show
that the warning signs had
been flashing for years for
Bhata, a 34-year-old immi-
grant from Ethiopia. Over the
course of the last decade, he
built up a record of convic-
tions including making threatening phone
calls, obstructing justice, probation viola-
tions and assault with a knife. Even after
an Alexandria judge issued a protective or-
der ordering him to stay away from his com-
mon-law wife and infant daughter, he
showed up at the Rite Aid where she worked
on King Street in 2007.

Bahta was eventually fined $50 for con-
tempt of court in that case, and he was sen-
tenced to 10 days in jail. But court records
show he was at it again the next year, with
Tessema charging him with punching her
in the face. That time, the case was dropped
when she failed to show up for the trial date.
After that, a neighbor volunteered to facili-
tate the movement of their child on Sun-
days from her apartment on the 14th floor
of a West End apartment building to the
lobby. Until one Sunday when Bahta arrived
unexpectedly early for his appointment and
made his way to the 14th floor.

“He pushed her inside,” a neighbor testi-
fied. “She screamed once, and then I called
the police.”

The call for service was logged at 9:58
a.m. When officers arrived several minutes
later, they found the door was locked. By
the time they tracked down a maintenance
man and had him open the door 15 min-
utes later, it was too late. Officers found
Tessema’s lifeless body alongside her three-
year-old daughter, Eden Simon. The Alex-
andria Police Department issued a descrip-
tion of his car, and Bahta was featured on

From Page 1

News

the Fox television show “America’s Most
Wanted” and eventually arrested in New
York City.

“He had taken an assumed name, Joseph
Cabreao,” said Boucher. “And he had three
forms of fake ID.”

THE PUBLIC DEFENDERS portrayed
Bahta as a troubled man with a tortured
mind from a broken county. In her opening
statement, Douglas explained that he had
been conscripted into the Ethiopian army
against his will at the age of 14, only to
escape to Kenya and seek refugee-status in
the United States. In America, he earned a
graduate-equivalent degree and studied
mechanics. But he was unable to finish
school, and it wasn’t long before he found
himself deeply engaged in the criminal jus-
tice system.

By 1999, he had been convicted of mak-
ing a threatening phone call to a man he
said owed him money. The sentence in that
case was suspended on the condition that

he refrain from further contact with the man
who brought charges against him. The next
year, he was convicted of aggravated assault
with a knife in Washington, D.C., and sen-
tenced to supervised probation along with
$1,000 restitution and $50 of court costs.
It was about this time that he began having
delusional thoughts and pressured speech.

“He began having eruptions and outbursts
of irrationality,” said Douglas. “He began
acting in ways that were very disturbing.”

In 2006, Bahta and Tessema gave birth
to a baby girl. Court records show the child’s
life was plagued by domestic violence her
entire life, caught in the middle of a
troubled relationship and shielded from
harm by a series of court orders. Before the
child’s first birthday, an Alexandria judge
issued a protective order preventing Bahta
from seeing Tessema or the baby. But he
violated the protective order and showed
up at the Rite Aid where she worked on King
Street.

“Officer Jobe of the Alexandria Police

Department was dispatched to the loca-
tion,” according to a memorandum in the
case. “During Officer Jobe’s investigation,
the defendant continued to try and talk with
Ms. Tessema even after Officer Jobe in-
structed him not to do so.”

IN LATE 2008, she filed another criminal
complaint against him. This time, accord-
ing to court records, she said they were in
a heated argument when she threw his
pants into his face. He responded by strik-
ing her face with his fist, according to the
complaint, leaving her with a bloody nose
and a swollen cheek. He was convicted in
General District Court, but Bahta appealed
the case to Circuit Court. She failed to ap-
pear, and the charges were dropped.

“She was real friendly, someone who
smiled a lot,” said an employee of the day-
care facility on the ground floor of the high
rise who did not want to give her name
because she was not authorized by her em-
ployer to speak to the press. “It’s weird be-
cause the little girl loved her daddy very
much.”

The neighbor who witnessed Bahta push
Tessema into Apartment 1407 also testified
that the father and daughter seemed close,
a surprising twist considering police and
prosecutors say he’s guilty of killing her with
a knife. The day of the murder was just like
any other Sunday, the neighbor said, and
she was ready to meet Bahta downstairs just
like normal. But this would not be a nor-
mal day.

“There was just one loud scream from
Seble,” she told the judge. “And then Eden
said, ‘Mommy!’”

BAHTA ARRIVED in court this week wear-
ing a gray tie and a dark suit. It was far cry
from the Velcroed gunmetal gray smock he
wore during a preliminary hearing, an in-
dication that sheriff’s deputies consider him
at risk of attempting suicide. As he ap-
proached the defendant’s table, he looked
weary and rubbed his hands together ner-
vously throughout the proceedings.

“Do you understand the charges against
you,” asked Circuit Court Judge Lisa Kemler.

“Yes,” he said quietly after pleading not
guilty by reason of insanity.

In order for the public defenders to per-
suade a jury that Bahta is not guilty by rea-
son of insanity, they will need to prove that
Bahta did not know the act he was commit-
ting was wrong or that he could not con-
trol his actions. That’s a difficult standard
to reach, although they submitted a long
list of psychologists to the court who are
ready to testify about Bahta’s lengthy his-
tory with diagnosed mental illness — in-
cluding one incident in which he was in-
voluntarily committed. They portrayed him
as someone who did not take his medica-
tions, choosing instead to self medicate with
marijuana.

“They can’t tell you why it happened,”
Douglas said of the prosecution. “That’s
because they don’t know why it happened.
There is no rational explanation for this.
That’s why it’s insane.”

Prosecutors, Defense Square Off on Bahta’s Sanity

Police and prosecutors say Simon Bahta slit the throat of Seble Tessema
and their three-year-old daughter in the 14th-floor apartment of this
West End high-rise.

Simon
Bahta

Seble
Tessema
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

A
s players returned to the field af-
ter a timeout with 16:38 remain-
ing in the second half on Tues-
day, Lake Braddock girls lacrosse

coach Victor Chen encouraged the Bruins
not to be comfortable with their two-goal
lead.

“You’ve got to keep pulling away!” he
shouted from the sideline. “They’re too dan-
gerous to keep close!”

“They” were the T.C. Williams Titans,
whose athleticism gave Chen reason for con-

cern. Junior midfielder Tiana Barlow scored
the game’s first two goals and was pivotal
in helping TC control the draw. Freshman
midfielder Allegra Benites proved a scor-
ing threat and senior midfielder Anjuli
DeWakar was an impact player on offense
and defense.

Lake Braddock increased its lead to six
when TC made its final run. Benites scored
twice in a 45-second span and DeWakar
added a goal with 7:18 remaining, cutting
the Bruin lead to 17-14, but the Titans
would get no closer. TC showed ability in
spurts but lacked consistency during a 19-
15 loss at Minnie Howard.

The Titans surrendered a season-high
goal total in their first Patriot District con-
test and never fully recovered from a 6-1
Lake Braddock run midway through the
second half that pushed a one-goal Bruin

lead to a six-goal advantage.
“I think we were having a little bit of

trouble possessing after the draw,” second-
year TC head coach Caroline Van den Berg
said. “I think if we had continued to win
draws like we had been, we would have
continued to take it.”

The loss dropped TC’s record to 2-2. The
Titans defeated Washington-Lee (15-8) and
Edison (19-8) and lost to Paul VI (13-10).

Four different Titans scored goals, led by
five from Benites.

“She’s an all-around athlete,” Van den
Berg said. “She’s one of the fastest on the
team. She can go both ways — offense and
defense — and she’s got a very aggressive,
completive mindset.”

DeWakar scored four goals for TC and was
especially dangerous when fed the ball
while cutting toward the goal.

“She’s everything,” Van den Berg said.
“She’s a great leader for the team; she’s a
positive influence on the team. She leads
by example. Her stick skills are great. She’s
the girl who’s always in there scrapping for
ground balls. She steps up under pressure
and scores when we need it. She’s also the
girl you want to be defending against some-
one.”

Barlow and junior midfielder Maddie
Wann each scored three goals for TC.
Barlow winning the draw is important to
the TC offense.

“Tiana is a flash of speed,” Van den Berg
said. “She’s got one of the strongest shots
I’ve ever seen. Her ability to win the draw
has been really key for us to make it go on
our attack side.”

TC will travel to face Wakefield at 7:15
p.m. on April 4.

Benites, DeWakar,
Barlow shine for TC.

Titans’ Talent Not Enough Against Lake Braddock
T.C. Williams senior Anjuli DeWakar, right, and freshman Allegra Benites
combined for nine goals during Tuesday’s loss to Lake Braddock.

T.C. Williams junior Tiana Barlow, left, scored three goals and was
strong on the draw for the Titans on Tuesday.

Big Weekend
For Ireton Rowing

On March 26, the Bishop Ireton rowing team tri-
umphantly competed in the Fourth Annual Cindy
Cole Cup on their home course, the Anacostia River,
with great conditions for racing. Behind strong show-
ings from all boats across the team, the Cardinals
took home the Overall Points Trophy, Men’s Points
Trophy, the Bishop’s Cup (head to head with Bishop
O’Connell), and tied for first in the Women’s Points
Trophy with Walter Johnson High School.

The varsity women started a winning streak by
coming up victorious in the varsity 8 event for the
second week in a row. The women’s junior varsity 8
won their individual races as the only other Ireton
boat to win, but six finished in second place and two
others came in third to secure the team trophies.

“I am very proud of our girls varsity boat for pull-
ing out a strong win this morning,” Bishop Ireton
Head Coach Eric Gehrke was quoted as saying. “They
continue to meet expectations as we head into faster
races each week. The varsity boys also had a strong
showing and came out fired up to compete which, in
my mind, is the first step in the right direction.”

U9 Strikers Reach
Tournament Finals

The Alexandria Soccer Association U9 boys travel
team, Alexandria Strikers White, were tournament
finalists in the 2011 Stafford Area Soccer Associa-
tion St. Patrick’s Day Tournament held in King George
on March 19-20. The Alexandria Strikers White took

Sports Briefs

Bishop Ireton team captains Meredith Ramey (class of
2011) and Jacob Ramey (class of 2012) with the Cindy
Cole Cup trophies that their boats successfully defended.
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Sports

a 3-0 tournament record into the
championship finals where they
lost to the Richmond Kickers.

Youth Coaches
Needed

The Alexandria Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities is currently seeking vol-
unteers to coach youth baseball,
softball, field hockey, swimming,
track and field, Rugby, summer
basketball and football. Criminal
history background checks are re-
quired. Interested persons should
call the sports office at 703-746-
5402 or e-mail
mac.slover@alexandriava.gov or
Tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov.

Wahoos

Swim Team
Registration

The Wahoos swim program of-
fers youth ages 6-18 of all abili-
ties the opportunity to develop
their own unique potential. The
program will promote individual
achievement and team camarade-
rie in an atmosphere of friendly
competition. Developing and ex-
perienced swimmers alike can re-
fine their freestyle, breaststroke,
backstroke, butterfly, turns and
starts with an experienced coach-
ing staff. Swim meets are sched-
uled every Saturday morning from
mid-June through early August.
There will be a parents meeting
and the first team practice on May
31 at the Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center. Swimmers must be

able to swim 25 meters continu-
ously. Registration will take place
through May 27. For more infor-
mation, call the Sports Office at
703-746-5402 or go on the Recre-
ation Department’s Web site at
www.alexandriava.gov/recre-
ation.

Hershey’s Track
And Field
Youth Program

The Hershey’s Track and Field
Program is a city-wide track meet
where winners can advance
through district, regional, state
and national competitions. Partici-
pants can register at any City Rec-
reation Center. The local meet will
be held at 9:30 a.m. on May 21 at
T.C. Williams High School. Youth
can compete in the 50-, 100-, 200-
, and 400-meter dash; 800- and
1600-meter run, 4x100 relay, soft-
ball throw and standing long
jump. Note: 7-8-year-olds will not
advance beyond the city-wide
event. Registration period is from
March 15-May 1. The Hershey’s
Track and Field Program is open
for City of Alexandria residents
only. Participants can participate
in the following events depending
on their age group (age as of Dec.
31, 2011).

For more information, call the
Sports Office at 703-746-5402 or
go to www.alexandriava.gov/rec-
reation.

Sports Briefs

 The Alexandria Soccer Association U9 boys travel team, Alexandria Strikers White
were finalists at a recent tournament. Back row from left: Coach Ryan Rich, Alex
Tugbang, Thanos Androus, Gus Chiarello, Cambell Boggess, Elliot Wentzel. Front row
from left: Townson Cocke, Kento Salgado Nakamura, Emmett Cocke. Not pictured but
also playing in the tournament were Jack Harwood and Nathan Keough.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

Beautiful family beach house in 
the town of Bethany Beach:

Beach block: 6bds, 5ba: all inclusive 
rental by owner. Available July-Sept.

Brochure Available. 
Call Judy @ 314-821-2207 or 

email@ judesh45@hotmail.com

15 Getaways 15 Getaways

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

A Loving couple will cherish your newborn 
into a life filled with endless love and 
opportunities.  Expenses to be paid 

Leslye/Marc 1-877-410-6302 or 
learn more about us at 

www.MarcAndLeslyeAdopt.com

117 Adoption 117 Adoption 4 RE for Sale

2BR 1.5 BA Condo
$224,900 SS apl Fee inc util

NBI Realty Jerry 703 625 3051

26 Antiques

BOOKS

OLD & OUT-OF-PRINT

Looking for good homes for 
my old books & yours. 
Carolyn Johns Books, 
8101 Richmond Hwy 

(Inside Market). 

571-216-8875

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Child's Consignment Sale
Sat 4/2 10AM-1PM

Clothes Toys Cribs etc
Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church

8710 MtVernon Hgwy Alex VA

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

116 Childcare Avail.

Christian Nanny. Exp’d - all 
ages.  CPR/ first aid, car, 
great refs, VA resident. 
Allison 410-733-1742

117 Adoption

A happy young couple 
praying for the 

blessing of a baby to 
welcome into our hearts 
and home. Bright future 
awaits!. Expenses paid. 
We would love to talk to 

you.
Karen/Michael 
1-877-865-7571

BOOKKEEPER
Looking for a 1/2 time for Mom dur-
ing school hours or a retired person 
with experience. $10. - $12 an hour.  
Duties include AP, AR, data entry, 
reports, filings, collections, and pay-
roll entry, and once a month state-
ment mailings. Quick Books is the 
program used for the accounting. 
Alpha Graphics Printing, 1001 
North Fairfax Street #100, Alexan-
dria, VA 22314, 703-549-2432. 

email: alpha graphics printing<
jaythomas@alphagraphics.com

CASE MANAGEMENT 

ASSISTANT

Alexandria Alcohol Safety Action Program
(35 hours per week)

$15.00 per hour, No benefits
This position will be responsible for provid-

ing general office support, data entry and 
preparation of documents related to monitor-
ing ASAP participants. Minimum Qualifica-
tions: high school diploma or equivalent and 
experience in computer operations, data en-
try and problem solving. Must be able to 
successfully pass a criminal, DMV check 

&drug test. To apply: Resumes must be re-
ceived no later than 5:00 pm April 4, 2011. 

Visit our website for application 
instructions: vasap.virginia.gov

Case Manager
35 hrs/wk, $20/hr, no benefits 

Alexandria Alcohol Safety Action Program
This position will be resp for the screening, 
monitoring & supervision of program partici-
pants, including preparation of reports & 
documents related to monitoring participants 
& will testify in court hearings. The case 
manager will be resp for evaluating all aspects 
of program participation. Min Quals: a bach-
elor’s degree from an accredited college or 
university w/a major in criminal justice, psy-
chology, social work or related field. Must be 
able to conduct interviews, analyze data. Must 
be able to  pass a crimina/DMV  & drug test,

To apply: Resumes must be received no
later than 5: 00 pm April 4, 2011
Visit our website for application
instructions: vasap.virginia.gov

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Part-time receptionist
Needed to answer phones & greet cus-
tomers at our auto dealership. We need
a 
bright, cheerful, customer service orient-
ed individual with a clear, pleasant phone 
voice for evening/wkend hours. 20 – 25 
hrs/wk. Cust serv exp helpful. Contact 
Lauri Rhoades at 703-797-5350 or 
lrhoades@alexandriatoyota.com. 

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has an upcom-
ing  opening  for a F/T position. Some trav-
el between offices. Ideal for nurses return-
ing   to  the   workforce.   Competitive sal-
ary  with  benefits.  Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to Attn: Sharon @ 
703/914-5494 

RETAIL SALES
Old Town Boutique seeking reliable per-
son for P/T sales position, 2-3 days/wk.  
Refs req’d.  Call Mrs Lasker evenings at 

703-765-7583

RREETTAAIILL  SSAALLEESS
Old Town Boutique seeking student 
for  summer work.  Refs req’d.  Call 

Mrs Lasker evenings at 703-765-7583
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Mongolian Dining Venture III, LLC trading as 

Genghis Grill, 7001 F Manchester Blvd. 
Alexandria, VA 22310. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Mixed beverage on premises, Beer & wine on 

premises license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Vernon Keith Sullins, 

owner

OBITUARY
THOMAS MICHAEL SCANLON, 66 of 
Alexandria died Saturday, March19, 2011 at his  residence.
Born June 9, 1944 in Lawrence Mass., he was the son of the
late Patrick and Mary Walsh Scanlon. Mr Scanlon was retired
Director of Budget for the U.S. Dept of Agriculture. 

He is survived by two daughters: Meghan B. Reynolds and
husband John of Charlottesville,, Amy Sherwood and husband
Matthew of London England, one son; Brendon P. Scanlon and
wife Kelly of Fairbanks Alaska, a brother, Timothy Scanlon and
wife Janet of Connecticut, two sisters; Patricia Lyons and
husband Romeo of Vancouver Washington, and six
grandchildren; Fiona Mary Reynolds, Mary, Paul, and Patrick
Sherwood, Ruby and Maya Scanlon. 

A memorial service will be held at 12:00 Noon, Saturday, April
2 at the Preddy Funeral Home, 250 West Main St, Orange, VA.
Interment will be in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery in
Lawrence, Mass at a later date. The family requests that in lieu
of flowers memorial contribu-
tions be made to charity of your choice.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Legal Notices

Legal Notices Legal Notices

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
The Alexandria Country Day School, a small 

independent, K-8 school is looking to hire 
substitute teachers for all subject areas. 

Enthusiastic, child-friendly,  team players 
are encouraged to apply! University degree 

and criminal background check required. 
Candidates should email their résumé to 

aaddison@acdsnet.org or mail to Alexandria 
Country Day School, Attn: Amanda Addison 

2400 Russell Rd, Alexandria, VA 22301

Summer Web Internships Available
Educational internships available for enthusiastic college
students to join our new website launch team. This is an
exciting opportunity to help develop content and sections
for our new website, due to launch in late spring.
Throughout the summer, we’ll be adding specifics to our
entertainment and events sections, creating special pro-
jects and content, and exploring new media. Internships
are unpaid, but offer an unusual chance to work with
award-winning editors while developing first-rate online
presence. Internships require a commitment of at least
six weeks, 16-40 hours a week. Please e-mail a statement
of interest and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

ART’S Home Improvement

Renovation & Remodeling
Kitchens Baths Basements 
Roofing Plumbing Painting 

Art Redfern

540-212-8485
Over 35 yrs exp.

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

LAWN CARE
Extraordinaire! LC

FOR THE DISCERNING HOMEOWNER!

LIMITED OPENINGS!

Excellence in annual, all-inclusive,
FULL SERVICE, LAWN MAINTENANCE

(mowing, trimming, aeration
properly timed treatments.)

Friendly, Reliable, Personal Service!

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL BILL ARMSTRONG

703-765-7797
Exclusively serving homeowners in

South Alexandria, Fort Hunt and Mount Vernon
since 1999!

Licensed and Insured!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

www.pmasonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-842-7884

MASONRY MASONRY

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up,

Mulching,
Tree Cutting,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
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