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Hundreds of runners competed in this year’s Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk. The race began on Mount Vernon Avenue and the
runners proceeded east into Rosemont. See story and more photos on Page 26

Kelley Cares
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

B
usiness leaders are
squaring off with trans-
portation advocates in
a budget showdown

that could have drastic conse-
quences for the city’s transporta-
tion infrastructure. At issue is a

proposal to add 12.5 cents to the
commercial tax rate — the maxi-
mum amount allowed under Vir-
ginia law — that would raise about
$12.5 million for transit corridors,
improvements to Metro stations
and expanded bus service. City

Council members will make a fi-
nal decision when they approve
tax rates on May 2.

“Why is the business community
being singled out?” asked Tina
Leone, executive director of the
Alexandria Chamber of Com-

merce. “We haven’t found anyone
who thinks this tax is fair.”

Fairness may not be at the top
of the agenda for City Council
members, who are considering the
unequal tax rates as way to raise
money for transportation projects.
The add-on tax was proposed last
year, although it was abandoned
when council members decided
the projects on the list of spend-
ing items weren’t “robust” enough.
This year, the list includes money
for a “transit corridor” to promote
“major redevelopment” along
Beauregard Street even though the
project has yet to achieve a broad
consensus.

“No city body has yet approved
such major redevelopment,” said

Seminary Hill Civic Association
Treasurer Jack Sullivan. “My civic
association has explicitly opposed
any such major redevelopment.”

THE LIST OF PROJECTS that
would be funded by the tax hike
on businesses includes transit cor-
ridors along Beauregard and Duke
Street, as well as extended trolley
service and improvements to the
King Street Metro station. Other
items that commercial property
owners would be responsible for
funding include a Bradlees Tran-
sit Center, improvements to the
Old Cameron Run Trail and rede-
signing the three-way intersection

Business Community Roasts Piggyback Tax
City Council weighs add-on tax for transportation projects.

See Piggyback,  Page 4

High Tide
The storms

brought the river
— and assorted

flotsam and
jetsam — to King

and Union streets
in the morning of

April 16.

Photo by

Laura Mae Sudder
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Wartime Correspondence
It’s not every day that the Alexandria Library receives a new

letter from Alexandria native and famous Confederate Gen. Rob-
ert E. Lee. And it’s even more out of the ordinary that the corre-
spondence was written during the Civil War. But that’s exactly
what happened last Friday, when William Francis Smith and
his son Leith Smith donated a long-lost letter to the Local His-
tory Special Collections.

“It’s reassuring in a way that there’s still stuff out there,” said
George Combs, director of Local History Special Collections.
“It really makes you wonder what else is waiting to be discov-
ered.”

The handwritten letter, dated Feb. 14, 1862 is from Lee to his
cousin, William Cazenove. Lee is writing the letter from Sa-
vannah, where he is stationed to secure the defense of the coast.
Lee is clearly responding to a previous letter from Cazenove ask-
ing for some kind of employment with the Confederate Army.
Unfortunately for Cazenove, it seems that Lee is passing the buck
to Col. Abraham Meyers, quartermaster general of the Con-
federacy.

“He has constant need of aspirants in the War Department where
your duties would not only be more to your tastes but also more
nearly allied to your former pursuits,” Lee writes.

Now that the Alexandria Library is in possession of the letter,
Combs says, more research needs to be conducted. Was Lee suc-
cessful in helping Cazenove find a gig in the Confederate Army?
What happened to him after the war?

“More to come,” promised Combs.

Combing the Beach
Creating continuous pedestrian access along the waterfront has

been a goal of city planners for a generation. So far, that hasn’t
happened. Now that the small-area plan for the waterfront is
moving toward the finish line, however, city officials have been
engaged in negotiations with the Old Dominion Boat Club to make
that happen.

But there’s no easy way to get from here to there.
The club’s parking lot, which also serves as a boat launch, cur-

rently blocks public access to the waterfront at the foot of King
Street. One scenario currently under discussion at City Hall would
allow the Boat Club to move to the site of the old Beachcomber
restaurant, which is currently owned by the city. The trick would
be persuading reluctant members of the Boat Club to accept the
deal, a feat that may prove to be beyond the art of the possible.

“What happens to the site if they do move, and what are the
collateral damages? These are all things clearly in private discus-
sion,” said Poul Hertel, former president of the Old Town Civic
Association. “But at some point they need to be in the public
domain, and until they are ready for public domain the whole
plan just needs to be deferred.”

City officials show no signs of slowing down this train. A final
document could be approved as early as next month.

Divisive Politics
The School Board and City Council are headed for a collision,

with hundreds of millions of dollars on the line. Superintendent
Morton Sherman wants $373 million for a capital improve-
ment plan that includes several new schools. But City Manager
Jim Hartmann funded less than half of that request, leaving
City Council members to find a middle ground. During last
weekend’s public hearing, PTA Council president Melynda
Wilcox suggested the city can no longer wait to see what hap-
pens next year, and that she’s willing to pay a higher tax bill to
meet the needs of the school system.

“Having to choose to build one school over the other would
divide the community at a time when we are all working together
to improve student achievement throughout the city,” said Wilcox.
“Both schools are needed to solve overcrowding on both sides of
the city.”

“I want to do both now,” responded Councilwoman Alicia
Hughes, adding that she would like to see a new school on the
east side and another new school on the west side.

“I don’t think it’s a question of whether they have to be at the
same time,” responded Wilcox. “I think it’s a question of us de-
ciding whether we are going to do both or not.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
n the Book of Exodus, God appeared to Moses
in a burning bush and appointed him to lead
the Israelites out of Egypt. According to the
ancient text, the bush was on fire yet not con-

sumed by the flames. If only the same could be said
about the Immanuel Chapel at the Virginia Episco-
pal Seminary.

Back in October, a fire destroyed the entire wooden
roof of the historic chapel, which was consecrated
in 1881. Although the fire left a majority of the solid
masonry walls and tower intact, leaders at the semi-
nary want to demolish 70 percent of the remaining
structure to create what they call a “Prayer Garden.”
According to an application for a demolition permit,
the Prayer Garden would be a place for meditation
and outdoor services.

“There’s a sense of regret in having to make this
presentation,” said land-use at-
torney Duncan Blair, who also
serves as chancellor of the semi-
nary. “But, at the same time,
there’s a sense of celebration
because of what is being pro-
posed.”

The prayer-garden concept
would employ the same tech-
nique of adaptive reuse that
was used at Old Sheldon
Church in South Carolina,
Church Ruins in Port Arthur,
Texas, and St. Catherine’s
Church in Nuremberg, Ger-

many. A more local example of
the outdoor chapel and garden
ruin is the St. Thomas Parish
Episcopal Church near Dupont
Circle. Much of the opposition
to the seminary’s plan is based
on the extent of the demolition
proposed, which would scrap
the iconic tower of the chapel.

“One awful thing happened
to this building in the fire, and

After a fire in October, Alexandria Code
Enforcement engineers examined the
chapel and concluded that the existing

brick walls are sound.

Bird’s eye view of prayer garden with portions of chapel demolished.
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Praying for Demolition
Episcopal Seminary
wants to scrap 70 percent
of historic chapel.

See Seminary,  Page 7

“This is a way that we
can move ahead,
salvage much that we
have there and enable
us to honor what’s
gone on in that place.”

— Ian Markham,
dean, Virginia Episcopal Seminary
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Thursday,
April 28, 2011

6 PM
Learn from the experts about the

Aid & Attendance
Benefit

Wartime Veterans may qualify for up
to $1,644 monthly and Surviving

Spouses may receive up to $1,056
Monthly—TAX FREE.

Call Sandy Taylor
to reserve seating
703-797-3815

Senior Living
5000 Fairbanks Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22311

From Page 1

News

at King, Quaker and Braddock.
“Each project has a constituency,” said

Transportation Director Rich Baier. “So we
tried to spread the projects out, large and
small.”

During Saturday’s public hearing, there
wasn’t much of a spread. Dozens of speak-
ers opposed the idea — many in very strong
language — while only four spoke in favor
of the idea. Those in favor of hitting up com-
mercial property owners for more money
said the needs of the city should outweigh
the desire of businesses to pay the same tax
rate as residential property owners.

“If we don’t do this now, what will traffic
look like in 10 years?” asked Kim Caplin.
“What will our air quality be?”

PART OF THE EFFORT to sweet-talk busi-
nesses into paying higher property taxes
includes a corresponding reduction in the
Business and Professional License tax, but
the current configuration excludes a major-
ity of the city’s businesses. Danielle

Romanetti, for example, owns a small busi-
ness named fibre space. Last year, she made
$15,000 in net profit. Yet even with that
modest earning, her business is ineligible
for a reduction in the business and profes-
sional license tax designed to offset the in-
crease in commercial property taxes. That’s
because the city’s not taxing her profits. It’s
taxing her gross income, which includes the
cost she pays for her inventory and employ-
ees.

“It’s an incredibly unfair system to begin
with,” said Romanetti. “And what’s under
consideration will create more disparity.”

Vice Mayor Kerry Donley began laying the
groundwork for the piggyback tax back in
September, speaking at a Chamber of Com-
merce forum to explain the need to having
commercial property owners pay for trans-
portation improvements. Since then, the
city manager not only agreed with Donley
but he also suggested the highest add-on
tax allowable under Virginia law.

“This is really the only tool in the
toolbox,” said Donley at the September fo-
rum.

Piggyback Opposition

Alexandria Department of Transportation and Environmental Services

Proposed projects that would be funded by commercial property owners,
who would pay a higher tax rate than residential property owners under
a proposal under consideration by the Alexandria City Council.

❖ Van Dorn/Beauregard Transit
Corridor: This project would spend $39
million to construct a four-mile segment of
high-capacity transitway in dedicated lanes
along Van Dorn Street and Beauregard Street
between the Van Dorn Metro and the
Arlington border.

❖ Route 1 Widening: This project would
spend $600,000 to widen a section of Route
1 north of Potomac Yard. The widening
would accommodate the dedicated busway
from Crystal City to Potomac Yard that will
be built in the median of Route 1.

❖ Streetcar Conversion: This project would
spend $74 million to convert the Crystal City-
Potomac Yard dedicated busway along Route

First Five Projects to Be Funded
1 to a streetcar system. Arlington County and
Alexandria are planning to conduct a joint
environmental analysis for this project.

❖ Duke/Eisenhower Transit Corridor:
This project would spend $30 million to
construct a four-mile segment of high-
capacity transitway in dedicated lanes along
Duke Street and Eisenhower Avenue between
the western city limit and Old Town.

❖ Streetcar Maintenance Facility: This
project would spend $4 million to construct a
new maintenance facility to facilitate
transitway streetcar operations. The funding
assumes a 50/50 split of the total $40 million
cost between Alexandria and Arlington as
well as an 80 percent match of federal
money.
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News

T
he CW network, home to shows
such as the Vampire Diaries, Gos-
sip Girl, 90210 and One Tree Hill,

is set to launch The Making of a Star, a new
performance reality competition series from
5 Streams Global Entertainment that will
kick off its nationwide eight-city audition
tour April 28 in Washington.

In remembrance of the 10-year anniver-
sary of the 9/11 attacks, the first season will
be a salute to America’s military. Auditions
will be open exclusively to U.S. veterans and
military personnel and held at American
Legion Posts across the country. Historic
American Legion Post 24 in Alexandria is
the site of the Washington area contestant
auditions.

Hosted by Grammy-winning singer and
producer Donnie McClurkin, the series will
film in New York City and premiere in July
for 10 consecutive weeks. The winner will
be chosen from among the finalists during
a live-telecast finale in September aboard
the USS Intrepid.

In addition to Washington, auditions will
be held in Charlotte, N.C., Atlanta, New

York, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles and
Dallas. The competition is not limited to
singers. Musicians, dancers, actors, jugglers,
acrobats and comedians as well as other
talents are invited to participate.

For additional requirements and audition
registration information, visit
www.makingofastartv.com and
www.legion.org.  (Note: The Washington
area audition date has changed from April
27 to 28 and is not yet reflected on the
website).

— Jeanne Theismann

The Search Is On

Grammy-award winning Donnie
McClurkin is set to host The
Making of a Star, which will kick
off nationwide auditions April 28
in Alexandria.

New reality
show seeks top
military talent.
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Comeback Dave
He’s back. Since he resigned from his position as chief of police

in 2009, David Baker has been appearing at Chamber of Com-
merce events and hitting the philanthropy circuit. Now he’s started
aligning himself with the Alexandria Democratic Committee, a
sign he’s moving closer to a campaign for City Council.

“I would bring strength, courage, commitment and knowledge
of how city government works from the inside out — a perspec-
tive that no current council member has yet one I think is very
important in any debate,” said Baker, who worked for the Alex-
andria Police Department 20 years before resigning. “I know what
questions to ask and when to ask them.”

Maybe Mimi
Freshman School Board member Mimi Carter is considering

a run for City Council, especially if Councilman Rob Krupicka
wins the election for the state Senate and a special election is
called to fill his unexpired term. Carter said serving the unex-
pired term would allow her to focus attention on the school’s
capital needs during a critical time when the school system will
have to cope with growing student enrollment.

“I’m not convinced that the City Council members really see
the needs we have in the school system,” said Carter. “We need to
have council members who are willing to make a long-term in-
vestments in pre-K, school programming and the capital-improve-
ment plan.”

Special Justin
Former City Councilman Justin Wilson knows how to win a

special election. Back in 2007, he beat former Vice Mayor Bill
Cleveland by a margin of 347 votes to fill the unexpired term of
former Vice Mayor Andrew Macdonald. But when the general
election rolled around, Wilson found himself in eighth place for a
race with only six seats — 313 votes short of what was needed to
win.

“Apparently, a special election is the only kind of election I can
win,” joked Wilson, who is considering another run for City Coun-
cil. “It’s the general I’m not so good at.”

Streetcar Tim
Former Councilman Tim Lovain fought against plastic bag

and advocated for more playing fields. But he was probably best
known for his longtime advocacy of streetcars. During the last
campaign for City Council, he mentioned streetcars at every event,
sometimes working streetcars into answers that had nothing to
do with transportation. In 2009, Lovain narrowly lost reelection
to the City Council — missing the mark by a razor-thin margin of
175 votes.

“I always envisioned myself as having more than one term,”
said Lovain. “At this point, I would say I’m strongly inclined to
run.”

Republican Phil
Democrats aren’t the only ones eyeing potential spots on the

ballot for a special election or the 2012 race. Republican Phil
Cefaratti has been thinking about another run since Election
Day 2009, a race in which he had the lowest cost-per-vote —
spending only 50 cents for each of his 5,580 votes. Cefaratti said
adding another Republican would create a better mix of ideas
and strengthen the public debate.

“I still think I can add some value,” said Cefaratti. “The council
still needs diversity.”

Coy Dak
Democratic insiders say Dak Hardwick is also considering a

run for the City Council, although he’s been coy about making
any public statements.

“We’ve got to get through 2011 first,” said Hardwick, a mem-
ber of the Budget and Fiscal Affairs Advisory Committee.

— Michael Lee Pope

On the Campaign Trail

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria Councilman Rob Krupicka raised
more than his two Democratic rivals in the
first quarter of 2011, emerging as the
frontrunner in a three-way primary to fill

the seat vacated by retiring state Sen. Patsy Ticer
(D-30). Campaign finance numbers released last
week show that Krupicka took in $94,000 in contri-
butions and $7,000 of in-kind donations, creating a
grand total in excess of $101,000. The numbers re-
veal broad support and strong organization.

“Just because you raise the most money doesn’t
necessarily mean you are going to win,” said Isaac
Wood, communications director for the University
of Virginia Center for Politics. “But it does show you
have a strong organization, which is what it takes to
win.”

Being the frontrunner also puts a target on Krupika.
Last month, Arlington School Board Chairwoman
Libby Garvey issued a written statement blaming
Krupicka for the expected gridlock at the Washing-
ton Headquarters Service, a site that the city gov-
ernment endorsed in an infamous 2009 letter. After
the fundraising totals were released on Friday, former
Alexandria Taxpayers United president Bud Miller
referred to the numbers to argue against an add-on
tax that would charge more for commercial proper-
ties than residential properties to pay for transpor-
tation projects.

“If you vote against this new tax, you may lose
face with the professional politicians and special-in-
terest groups in the surrounding jurisdictions,” said
Miller. “After all, $98,000 generally doesn’t fall into
the campaign coffers of local Alexandria politicians.”

DURING A CANDIDATES forum this week at the
Del Ray Business Association, Del. Adam Ebbin (D-
49) said he would be the best choice because of his
progressive voting record and his years of experi-

ence in the House of Delegates. Campaign finance
records show Ebbin has support from the financial
and insurance industries, lawyers and the business
community. On the campaign trail, he has touted his
success passing language legalizing Sangria and out-
lawing human trafficking.

“If you send me down the hall to the Senate —
literally — from Day One I’m ready to hit the ground
running,” said Ebbin, who has been a member of the
House since 2004. “I’ve built the relationships needed
on both sides of the aisle and also across the com-
monwealth.”

Garvey’s campaign for the state Senate might be
complicated by the redistricting process. The final
version of the maps have yet to be approved, but the
new 30th Senate District is expected to have fewer
Arlington precincts than the current boundaries. But
campaign finance documents show she has built a
strong base of support in Alexandria, including
$10,000 from Ticer’s political action committee.

“Once that BRAC building opens up, getting out of
your driveway might even be an issue here,” Garvey
told members of the Del Ray Business Association.
“We’ve got to work with everybody because we’re all
in the same traffic jam.”

Krupicka’s campaign finance documents show
strong support from investment bankers, venture
capitalists, stockbrokers and financial advisors. He
raised almost twice as much as Garvey, creating a
wide gap of cash-on-hand as the August primary
draws closer. On the campaign trail, Krupicka says
his eight years of experience on the Alexandria City
Council would inform how he would represent con-
stituents in the 30th Senate district.

“I know firsthand, having worked on the council
that so many of the things Richmond does trickle
down to the local government,” Krupicka said dur-
ing the Del Ray event this week. “And I think we
need more people in Richmond, quite frankly, who
understand that local government and our commu-
nities really is where the rubber meets the road.”

Krupicka Leads in Contributions

Rob Krupicka
CONTRIBUTIONS $93,810

IN-KIND $7,333

LOANS $0

TOP CONTRIBUTORS
$12,861 from Eureka PAC
$6,908 from Robert Dugger
$4,000 from Just a Honky Tonk
$2,500 from Kenneth Krupicka
$2,000 from Walter Lukens

Adam Ebbin
CONTRIBUTIONS $63,015

IN-KIND $17,050

LOANS $0

TOP CONTRIBUTORS
$14,100 from Lori Friedman
$5,000 from Mid-Atlantic Community Fund
$2,500 from Mark Colley
$2,500 from Augustine Dimillo
$2,500 from William Hall

Libby Garvey
CONTRIBUTIONS $46,685

IN-KIND $1,635

LOANS $1,000

TOP CONTRIBUTORS
$10,000 from Ticer for Senate
$1,104 from Rita Bourland
$1,100 from Kenneth Hill
$1,052 from Frances Zorn
$1,000 from Jean Quay

The Money Race

SOURCE: Virginia Public Access Project
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News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

U
ndaunted by torrential rains, a
crowd of nearly 40 people gath-
ered at the edge of Founder’s
Park April 16 for a rally that un-

veiled the Greater Alexandria Preservation
Alliance’s alternative to the city’s controver-
sial waterfront plan.

Held at historic West’s Point at the foot of
Oronoco Street, speakers included former
vice mayor Andrew Macdonald, Boyd
Walker, president of the Preservation Alli-
ance, and Bob Montague, who along with
the late Ellen Pickering spearheaded efforts
40 years ago to prevent developers from
building a high-rise Watergate complex on
the site of Founder’s Park.

“No one disputes the fact that the Alex-
andria waterfront could be more acces-
sible,” Macdonald told the crowd that in-
cluded Arlington County School Board
member and 30th District state senate can-
didate Libby Garvey. “But in two years of
public meetings, the city has produced a

single plan that ignores the
historic significance and
real potential of the Alex-
andria waterfront.”

Macdonald outlined an
alternative plan for the wa-
terfront, which includes
converting the Robinson
Terminal North into a mari-
time museum with a pier
for visiting ships and a new
park at the site of the
Robinson Terminal South.
Both terminals are cur-
rently owned by the Wash-
ington Post.

“We want changes to the
waterfront,” Walker said.
“We just think a different
sort of change is in the best long-term in-
terest of the city and its residents and pre-
serves our seaport heritage.”

In the alternative plan, a new arts dis-
trict would be created along the Strand that
incorporates the existing historic buildings
and a small boat recreation center east of

the Strand would allow the rental and stor-
age of kayaks and canoes.

City Council may vote on the existing
plan, which includes the construction of
anywhere from 600-900 hotel rooms along
the waterfront, as early as next month.

“We need to look at all options,” Garvey

said. “The process hasn’t been transparent
or included all the stakeholders like it needs
to, so like they say, ‘First, do no harm’ be-
cause this is an incredible asset and we need
to know how we are going to manage this
growth before going forward. It’s not just
Alexandrians that love this waterfront.”

In Founder’s Park, Rally Protests Waterfront Plan
Supporters seek alternative
waterfront development.

Libby Garvey listens to
remarks during the April
16 rally for an alternative
waterfront plan at
Founder’s Park.

Former vice mayor Andrew Macdonald, left, addresses a
crowd of supporters at Founder’s Park April 16 during a
rally to support an alternative waterfront plan. Boyd
Walker, of the Greater Alexandria Preservation Alliance,
records the proceedings.
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another one is about to happen if we re-
move 70 percent of what remains and it
becomes a collection of random walls that
are a prayer garden,” said Linda Serabian,
a member of Immanuel Church on the Hill.
“Take some of those pieces and incorporate
them into a new building with new archi-
tecture to a building that will tell the story
of what’s happened on this spot.”

CONSTRUCTION BEGAN on the
Immanuel Chapel in 1879, although it was
not consecrated until 1881. Along with a
core group of key buildings, the chapel rep-
resented a mid-19th century building cam-
paign that formed the heart of campus. It
stood alongside other imposing Episcopal
structures, including Aspinwall Hall, Bohlen
Hall, Meade Hall and Francis Scott Key Hall.
The chapel was even listed with the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places in 1980.

“The seminary’s core of early buildings
stands as a tribute to the talents of their
architects and as a document of the taste of
the Episcopal Church at the time of their
erection in the 19th century,” according to
the National Register nomination.

Designed by Baltimore architect Charles
Cassell, the historic chapel included a rose-
wood chancel rail that was given to the
seminary by an African bishop. The Board
of Architectural Review staff report de-
scribes the style of the building as
“Ruskinian Gothic architecture as built on
the collegiate scale.”  Its steeply pitched
roof, large lancet windows and two-story

entry tower are considered to be a reaction
against the Neoclassical style and the effects
of industrialization.

“The use of the Gothic Revival style at the
Seminary represented not just the applica-
tion of a popular architectural style but the
intentional selection of a style imbued with
a deep sense of religiosity, most appropri-
ate for a recently founded theological semi-
nary,” according to the staff report.

ALTHOUGH THE CHAPEL is not in a his-
torically protected area, it is one of eight
buildings at the Seminary listed on the city’s
100-year-old building list. As a result, the
demolition permit application submitted by
the Seminary is subject to a review by the
Old Town Board of Architectural Review.
After examining the application and con-

sidering the historic significance of the
chapel, the staff report concluded that de-
molishing 70 percent of the remaining struc-
ture would be a mistake.

“While the chapel was undoubtedly dam-
aged by the fire of October 2010, enough
of the building seems to remain in form and
structure to preclude the need for such ex-
tensive demolition,” the staff report con-
cluded. “From a preservationist’s perspec-
tive, staff preference is that the building be
restored as closely as possible to what had
existed previously, including the installation
of a new roof.”

But there’s a catch. The Board of Archi-
tectural Review does not have authority to
require restoration of the chapel. Instead,
leaders at the seminary want to dedicate
proceeds from the insurance settlement to
a significantly larger chapel that would
meet modern liturgical training needs for
training priests. As a result, the staff ended
up approving of the Prayer Garden concept
although the report recommended that the
seminary reduce the amount of demolition.
At a minimum, the report suggests, the
iconic tower should be salvaged — if, for
no other reason, than the cost of demolish-
ing it may exceed the cost of stabilizing it.

“The walls seem to be in good condition,
said John Hynan of the Historic Alexandria
Foundation in favor of restoring the historic
chapel. “What is needed is essentially a new
roof.”

A report from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Asso-
ciates, the seminary’s insurance adjuster,
noted that the chapel “sustained extensive
damage” and suggested that “all of the

Seminary Wants To Scrap 70 Percent of Historic Chapel
roofs, gutters, windows and interior finishes
should be removed and replaced.” Ulti-
mately, the adjuster’s report fears an immi-
nent collapse and suggested razing the
structure. But the Alexandria Code Enforce-
ment engineers inspected the structure and
found “no fire damage at the exterior brick
wall” and that the “existing brick walls are
sound.”

“The tower wall is neither cracked nor
bowed,” city engineers concluded, “except
there are some loose bricks hanging on the
infill wall.”

MANY BUILDINGS in Alexandria have
been burned and rebuilt using exterior
walls, including much of the 100 block of
Prince Street. But leaders of the Virginia
Episcopal Seminary would rather demolish
the vast majority of the historic chapel so
they can use the insurance money for a
modern building. Leaders of the seminary
say a consensus has emerged among the
alumna and alumnae that demolishing 70
percent of the remaining chapel to create
the prayer garden is the best way to respond
to the tragic fire while simultaneously meet-
ing the needs of a 21st seminary.

“The prayer garden is, for us, a way of
going forward,” said Ian Markham, dean of
the seminary. “This is a way that we can
move ahead, salvage much that we have
there and enable us to honor what’s gone
on in that place.”

After deferring a decision in its April 6
meeting, the Board of Architectural Review
will consider the application for demolition
again next month.

“One awful thing
happened to this building
in the fire, and another
one is about to happen if
we remove 70 percent of
what remains and it
becomes a collection of
random walls that are a
prayer garden.”

— Linda Serabian,
member, Immanuel Church on the Hill
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See Spin and Yoga,  Page 9

Business

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

P
resto Valet dry cleaners of-
ficially opens at 7 a.m., but
if you see the TV on inside

as early as 5 a.m., don’t be shy
about going in.

“If I’m here, we’re open,” said
owner Buddy Gritz, who together
with customers and employees
celebrated the 60th anniversary of
Presto Valet on April 7. “I want to
give the best service possible to all
of my customers and try to accom-
modate their schedules whenever
I can.”

Founded by Harold Weisblut in
1951, Gritz joined the company in
1966 when he finished his military
service and was offered a job by
Weisblut, who was his father-in-
law.

“I was out of work and needed
to do something to support his
daughter,” Gritz said. “Whatever
business he was in is where I
would have ended up.”

Gritz takes great pride in Presto
Valet, especially when it comes to
his employees.

“We are a living wage dry
cleaner,” Gritz said. “Our prices
may be a bit higher but that’s be-
cause we pay people wages they
can live on and give them benefits
for their families.” Presto Valet is
environmentally safe and inspects
each article brought in a minimum
of five times.

“Everything is hand finished,”
said Gritz. “And we are the only
dry cleaners in Alexandria to re-
ceive a certificate from the
Women’s Rights Commission for

complying with gender fair pric-
ing.”

As part of the day-long 60th an-
niversary celebration, Presto Valet
had drawings for everything from
gift certificates to a new computer,
which was won by Michelle Solsby.

“I never win anything,” said a
surprised Solsby. “I’ve been com-
ing here for five years and
wouldn’t go anywhere else. They
are the best dry cleaner ever.”

Gritz has seen a lot over the
years on North Quaker Lane.

“I was the one who cleaned Jerry
Ford’s clothes at midnight when he

Some of those gathering for Presto Valet’s 60th anniversary included Katie Williams,
Crystal Farrington, Dianne and Michael Chatelain, Sabrina McCutchen, Frank Pannell,
Buddy Gritz, Delano Morison and Stacy Dawkins.

Presto Valet Celebrates Its 60th

Presto Valet owner Buddy Gritz, left, presents customer
Michelle Salsby with a new Gateway computer, which
Salsby won in a drawing as part of the 60th anniversary
celebration for the business April 7.

was appointed to the presidency,”
Gritz said.  “And we cleaned all of
the flags that were not damaged
after the Pentagon was attacked on
9/11.”

Since his father-in-law died,
Gritz has taken on a new partner
— 35-year-employee Dianne
Chatelain, who shares Gritz’s dedi-
cation to customer service.

“I am so proud of this place,”
said Gritz as the 60th anniversary
celebrations were winding down.
“We are here not only for our cus-
tomers but for our employees. We
are like a family.”
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M
ore than 25 of
Alexandria’s most
popular restaurants

will come together at the
Birchmere on May 1 for the 9th
annual Carpenter’s Cook-Off, a
charity event to raise awareness
and support for Carpenter’s Shel-
ter and its programs to end
homelessness.

Featuring live entertainment
from the Melonheads, the cook-off
will be held from noon to 3 p.m.
and will include a live auction and
designated children’s entertain-
ment corner. Participating restau-
rants include: Asian Bistro,
BRABO, The Birchmere, Big Riggs,
Bittersweet, Bread & Chocolate,

Del Ray Pizzeria, Dishes of India,
Fireflies, Fish Market, Geranio,
Jackson 20, a La Lucia, the Light
Horse, misha’s, The Majestic,
Neighborhood Restaurant Group,
Overwood, Pork Barrel BBQ,
Southside 815, Tempo, The Wharf,
Union Street Public House and The
Warehouse Bar & Grill. The
Birchmere is located at 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. in Alexandria.
Ticket cost is $40 per adult; $5 per
child and young adult (ages 6-17)
and free to children 5 and younger.
To purchase tickets, visit http://
www.carpentersshelter.org/ and
click on the Buy Cook-off Tickets
link or call 703-548-7500, ext.
226.

Pork Barrel BBQ
founders Brett
Thompson and
Heath Hall, shown
here at last year’s
Carpenter’s Cook-
Off, will be partici-
pating again in
the 2011 charity
event scheduled
for May 1.

Restaurants Unite for
Carpenter’s Shelter
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By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

I
t’s been nearly 12 years since
Simi Tammaddon, an avid
runner and athlete, was told

she would never walk again with-
out assistance after a car accident
shattered her right leg. But the Al-
exandria resident slowly regained
her mobility and credits yoga for
much of her current health.

“It was tough hearing I would
never run again,” said
Tammaddon as she checked equip-
ment at CycleStudio, her new bou-
tique spinning and yoga studio set
to open in Potomac Greens. “I
started with wheelchair yoga and
have been in love with it ever
since.”

For Tammaddon, the opening of
CycleStudio is a dream come true.

“Spinning and yoga are my two
passions,” Tammaddon said. “I’m
excited to be able to put them to-
gether in one space.”

CycleStudio, with dedicated
yoga and cycle facilities, special-
izes in full body training through
the use of cardio, strength and

flexibility.
“We have everything you need

right here for a full body workout,”
said Tammaddon, who offers in-
tense combination classes or spe-
cialized spinning or yoga tailored
to each individual client.

A finance and marketing gradu-
ate from the University of Virginia,

CycleStudio Starts Up
New spin and yoga studio
to open in Potomac Greens.

Owner Simi Tamaddon
demonstrates one of her
yoga positions outside the
new Cycle-Studio.
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The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Lambda Kappa Omega Chapter in connection with the
Educational and Charitable Foundation of LKO (ECF)

Visit www.lkobooksigning.wordpress.com. For more information

May 1, 2011 at 12:30 pm
at the

Waterford in Springfield, VA

invites you to the

11th Annual
Book Signing and Scholarship Awards Luncheon

with Featured Guest
Pultizer Prize winning journalist  and Washington, DC native,
Isabel Wilkerson, author of “The Warmth of Other Suns”

SCRIPTORIUM  SALE  THRU  APRIL  30thSCRIPTORIUM  SALE  THRU  APRIL  30th

The sale on personalized stationery and wedding
invitations from William Arthur, Crane’s, Vera Wang

and Martha Stewart has been extended to April 30th

To celebrate 35 years
a reduction-of-inventory sale

50% off all merchandise in stock!

✻   ✻   ✻

Scriptorium  703.549.2880
309-C Cameron Street • Alexandria

10:30 - 5:30                                     Tues - Sat

To celebrate 35 years
a reduction-of-inventory sale

50% off all merchandise in stock!

The sale on personalized stationery and wedding
invitations from William Arthur, Crane’s, Vera Wang

and Martha Stewart has been extended to April 30th
✻   ✻   ✻

Scriptorium  703.549.2880
309-C Cameron Street • Alexandria

10:30 - 5:30                                     Tues - Sat

RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL

1600 Belle View Blvd.
Belle View Shopping Center

703-412-6066

THIS COW CAN BE YOURS FOR $499

New
Spring
Arrivals

SALE
30% Off

14kt Designer & Bridal Jewelry

Pashmina Scarves
Murano Jewelry

Handbags
Slippers

Business

Spin and Yoga Studio To Open
From Page 8

Tammaddon’s certifications include NASM, Offi-
cial Registered Yoga Teacher, pre and postnatal yoga
and Laughing Lotus.

Located next to Periwinkle and across from Buzz
Bakery in the Potomac Greens shopping area,
CycleStudio will open April 25 with special “Friends
and Family” pricing of $5 per class through April 28.
A grand opening is planned for April 29, when all

classes will be 20 percent off through May 6.
“I am so thankful for this spot and can’t wait to

open,” Tammaddon said. “And I’m especially thank-
ful to my great network of local investors and men-
tors who are helping make this dream a reality for
me.”

CycleStudio is located at 1561 Potomac Greens
Drive. Phone: 703-298-1929. Website: www.cycle-
studio.com.

Wales Alley Makeover
Jimmy Timmerman, left, job
supervisor for the Virtue Feed
and Grain restaurant set to open
in the old Olssen’s building on
Union Street, reviews plans with
contractor Murray Bonitt Mon-
day in preparation for a concrete
foundation being poured for a
new brick road on Wales Alley.
“People keep stopping and
asking what we are doing,”
Timmerman said. “We are hop-
ing to pour the concrete Friday
and start laying the bricks next
week.” The new brick thorough-
fare will connect Union Street to
The Strand and Waterfront Park.
“I hope people will see this as a
change for good along the water-
front,” added Bonitt.
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Opinion

E
very year at this time, the Gazette
puts out the call for photographs of
moms and their children, grand-
mothers and their children and

grandchildren. Most years, we’re lucky
enough to receive a photo or two that
includes four generations, great-
grandma and all the rest.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8, and once
again the Gazette will publish a selection of
Mother’s Day photos, celebrating the moth-
ers who make so many things possible in
families, businesses, communities, schools
and other institutions in local neighbor-
hoods.

Send in photos in jpeg format as soon as
possible, including the full names of the people
in the picture, hometowns, the approximate
date and location the picture was taken, the

ages of the children and sentence or
two about the people and/or event.

Father’s Day is June 19, so a few
weeks from now it will be time to send

photos of Dads and children, grandfathers and
children and grandchildren.

PROMS AND … While Gazette photographers
and writers will likely attend some proms as
schedules permit, we also urge parents and
students to document their proms (or alterna-

tive activities) and send in photos in jpeg for-
mat, and also including who, what, where,
when and why.

Send photos and text to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.

Share Your Poetry
April is National Poetry Month, and we’re

extending an invitation a little late in the
month this year, but we invite poets to send in
submissions for inclusion in our papers and/
or online. Are you a poet? The Gazette will
print poetry submitted by readers this spring,
and occasionally throughout the year.

Please Share Call for Mother’s Day Photos,
and Father’s Day; prom photos also.

Editorial

By Morton Sherman

Superintendent of Schools

R
aising our children and pro-
viding them with a safe,
healthy and appropriate

free public education is the ultimate
public-private partnership. Educa-
tors are trained to teach children
reading, math, science, technology,
and other skills that will shape their

minds and teach them to think criti-
cally. What they learn in the class-
room prepares them for future dis-
covery, exploration, and application
that will allow them to make posi-
tive contributions to society.

What children are taught at home
helps to ensure that they are pre-
pared for school, prepared for life,

and prepared for work. The public-private part-
nership among parents, schools, and the com-
munity helps to educate our children. Even as
we recognize that not all children have the gift
of a supportive family, our educational aspira-
tions and responsibilities remain high for all
students as we seek to create other supportive
partnerships.

All parents want the best for their children.
Parents send their children to school each day
with the sacred trust that the bus drivers, prin-
cipals, teachers, cafeteria workers, support
staff, and custodians will care for and nurture
the students as they do their best to provide
the quality public education to which all stu-
dents are entitled.

The partnership flourishes when parents are
involved in the education process, help with
homework, attend parent-teacher conferences,
make classroom visits, volunteer at schools,
and communicate freely with school staff.

The partnership flourishes when the com-
munity and business leaders volunteer, donate,
advocate, and provide resources. Each year we
recognize a remarkable group of Partners in
Education who add so much to our schools.

The partnership flourishes when our elected
officials, our police, churches, city agencies,
and other organizations are involved and make
funding and safety a priority for schools. As
our valued partner Deputy City Manager Debra
Collins often says, “They’re not the school’s
children during the day and the city agencies’
children in the afternoon, and the parents’ at
night. The children are the responsibility of all
of us all of the time. They are our children.”

For some children, school is the safest and
most nurturing environment that they have
ever known. Above all, our sacred trust as edu-
cators is the safety and wellbeing of our chil-
dren. Recently a teacher violated that trust and
hurt the relationship between some parents
and our schools. Unfortunately, a threat can
come from anywhere. We must all be ever vigi-
lant and accountable, and we must work to-
gether in this sacred trust.

As an educator, parent, and grandparent, I
am shaken by this teacher’s actions and the
actions of anyone in our community that vio-
lates the trust of child. Even as we already use

See Importance,  Page 11
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The Ultimate Public-Private Partnership
Commentary

Collecting for Haitian Children
The students of Grace Episcopal School are helping the impoverished
children of Haiti through their participation in the Haiti-Micah project —
to assist the street children of Mirebalais. Throughout the school year,
the students collected hundreds of pounds of school supplies; vitamins;
hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes; vitamins; over-the-counter medi-
cines; toiletries, and new underwear. Recognizing that all children need
to play, the students also collected more than 50 soccer balls and hand
pumps for the Mirebalais children. Above are, front row , from left: Tripp
Greenwood, Elise McDonald, Tad Wolcott, Conrad Hutchins, Sarah
Semko, Julia Cooper; back row: Deborah DelColliano, Sofia Landivar,
Jacqueline Hutchins, Sam Burton, Jake Melvin, Rebecca Funes, Taylor
Ballenger, and Chris Stegmaier Byrnes.
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Investor Alert!
Priced $75,000 below
tax value. 11505 SF
Professional Office,
22314 - Old Town zip
code, ample parking,
low condo fees and well
maintained.
Owner Must Sell.

Call Karrina today
at 703-336-3745

www.TaylorBrown.com

Alexandria Office Condo $250,000

Karrina Taylor Brown
703-336-3745

Opinion

From Page 10

national fingerprint background checks, we will
double and redouble our efforts to let near our stu-
dents only those employees and volunteers who meet
the highest levels of review. We will provide ongo-
ing support, and will work diligently to ensure the
health and safety of all children.

At the same time, I want to recognize the ongoing
professionalism of our teachers and staff through-

Importance of Working Together
out Alexandria City Public Schools. I am proud our
community and our local government agencies that
support families and schools. They are consistently
at the table for the courageous conversations we must
have in order to sustain our children.

ACPS is committed to partnering with parents/
guardians and the community to ensure that our chil-
dren are consistently safe, cared for, noticed, and
successful. This partnership is the most important
public-private partnership of all.

Snapshot
4:45 p.m., April 15,
200 block of
N. Royal Street.

Photo by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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Old Town Paint & Plaster
LOCAL PROFESSIONALRELIABLE PROMPT

Interior/Exterior

Plaster/Drywall

Carpentry/Trim

Pressure Washing

Whole Home Makeovers

Quality Painting

Install & Repair

Crown Moldings

Deck Maintenance

Budget Remodels

Enhancing The Value of Real Estate
Call Today!

703-683-0044
Or Email oldtownpaint@verizon.net

Spring Sale!

It costs you no more

to buy the BEST

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

Lowest Prices of the YearLowest Prices of the Year

Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Spring Open House
Thursday, April 28th

Call now to register:
703-548-4804

           Or email:
admissions@acdsnet.org

Letters

See Letters,  Page 13

Biased Coverage
Of Waterfront Plan
To the Editor:

I was dismayed to pick up my Gazette Packet to
see the inflammatory, if not outright deceptive, head-
line: “Hotels or Parks?” Surely this newspaper’s edi-
torial staff is well-enough acquainted with the ba-
sics of the waterfront plan to recognize the false di-
chotomy set up by such a headline. What a shame
that Alexandrians cannot rely on their local news-
paper to simply report the facts without distortion
or editorialization.

As anyone with but a passing knowledge of the
waterfront plan is aware, the city’s planning depart-
ment recommends conversion of the existing com-
mercial buildings (the Robinson Terminals and
Cummings/Turner property) to boutique-style hotels
and to connect these densely-developed anchors to
the currently disjointed waterfront with a series of
parks and public spaces. The small area plan pro-
poses a net gain of both open space and historic/
cultural elements. The debate is over whether to
scrap this mixed-use, public-private redevelopment
plan in favor of an all-public redevelopment. This
newspaper’s portrayal of the plan as presenting
Alexandrians with a false choice was disingenuous
at best.

In addition to the needlessly misleadingly portrayal
of the city plan, I am dismayed by the prevalence of
a very select group of voices voicing a singular posi-
tion on these pages time and time again. While Boyd
Walker and Andrew MacDonald, for example, are
both active participants in Alexandria civic life and
should be commended for their efforts, I find it in-

creasingly odd that these two individuals are quoted
every week and have been the authors of letters and/
or columns printed in every single 2011 edition.
Surely there are other people in this city of more
than 150,000 to interview. Of course these gentle-
men, and others both opposed to and in favor of the
city’s plan, are entitled to voice their opinions, but I
find it increasingly hard to trust the impartiality of
this newspaper when such a mouthpiece is offered
time and time again to only one point of view.

That point of view, this former Texan might add,
seems to be all hat and no cattle, yet this newspaper
never seems interested in testing the viability of such
alternative proposals. For example, I have yet to find
mention of the resources to purchase the land (in
excess of $30 million) and build the parks, muse-
ums and cultural institutions advocated by the likes
of Mssrs. Walker and MacDonald. Do they propose
raising the revenue from tax increases? Special as-
sessments? I am also curious about where the visi-
tors to such museums and parks are supposed to park
their cars and buses — a museum, of course, has no
purpose and cannot support itself without visitors.
If the proponents of this plan would only have folks
walk or ride the trolley, these new public resources
will, by design, be underutilized, defeating the whole
point and leaving the city holding the (very expen-
sive) bag.

The properties at issue in the small area plan are
already zoned for redevelopment that can include
restaurants, retail, offices, and housing. The Wash-
ington Post, owner of the Robinson Terminals, could
today decide to build high-rise hotels or office tow-
ers. It is also worth mentioning again that the wa
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Driveways & So

Much More
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Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Knock Out Roses
& Encore Azaleas 14.99

Perennials Over 100 Varieties
Herbs Over 100 Varieties

Hostas 100 varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6"-12')

$9.99 & Up

30% OFF

Impatiens
97¢

Reg. 1.89

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae & Hollies

Leyland Cypress

25% OFF

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.
Fill Dirt

$19.99 cu. yd.
Shredded

Hardwood Mulch

$2.99  2cu. ft.
$3.49  3cu. ft.

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

NIAGARA FALLS, CANADA, June 20-24........................................$659
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4 Nights Hotel with
Breakfast & Dinner Daily & Sightseeing. Call for Itinerary!

ABINGDON, VIRGINIA, (Martha Washington Inn) July 14-16....$659
Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 2 Nights at the Inn with Breakfasts
& Dinners, Performances at Barter Theatre & Wohlfahrt Haus Theatre.

ICELAND! Aug. 28-Sept. 1 ............................................. $799 (plus taxes)
Direct Air from Dulles, 3 Nights Hotel, Sightseeing.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143

Large and Small
Parties Welcome and

Private Rooms Are Available

Reservations Recommended
703-549-6622

Inside The Sheraton Suites
Old Town Alexandria

Where Parking Is Always Free!!
801 N. Saint Asaph Street

Easter Sunday
April 24, 2011

Champagne Brunch Buffet
11:00am – 3:00pm

Adults $24.95
Children 4-12 $14.95

3 and Under Free

Elaborate, Vegetable Crudite,
International/ Domestic

Cheese and Fruit Displays

Carving & Omelet Stations
Breakfast Favorites
Featured Entrées

Spiced Steamed Shrimp
Panko-Herb Encrusted Salmon

with Citrus Beurre Blanc
Roasted Bacon Wrapped Pork loin

with Chasseur Sauce
Roast Turkey

with Fresh Sage Gravy
Dessert Station

Opinion

From Page 12

More Letters,  Page 24

Letters to the Editor

terfront is in dire need of flood mitigation and im-
provements to public access and maintenance. Both
those in favor or against the current plan would be
against the former, and both want the latter without
tax increases to pay for it. The current plan for the
waterfront does not force Alexandrians to choose
between commerce and culture, density and open
space, flood mitigation and the status quo (and it
even has a way to pay for it all without charging the

residents or business a cent). I am willing and ready
to hear viable alternate proposals to achieve these
shared goals. I just hope the Gazette Packet cover-
age and analysis of such plans is as thorough and
critical as it has been in vetting the City’s plan.

Davina Sashkin
Old Town

Help Stop Invasives
A tale of two mustards: Money Plant
(Lunaria annua) (left) and Garlic
Mustard (Alliaria petiolata) (right
and bottom center). Both are inva-
sive exotic, spring-blooming bienni-
als of the Brassicaceae (Lunaria
rarely an annual), though Garlic
Mustard is much more widespread
and populous. However, Money
Plant is turning up more and more
as an escape from ornamental
plantings throughout the area. The
city seeks volunteers to help with
invasive plant removal on May 7,
Statewide Invasives Day. For those
interested, contact the Ford Nature
Center at 703-746-5559 to sign up.P
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Valor Awards

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce will
pay tribute to the city’s
public safety workers

at the 25th Annual Valor Awards,
honoring 23 individuals from the
Alexandria police department,

Chamber to present public safety Valor Awards.Heroes Among Us

Thomas Allen
Lifesaving Award

Aloysuius Asonglefac
Lifesaving Award

Jason Cage
Lifesaving Award

Matt Craig
Lifesaving Award

Michael Faber
Lifesaving Award

Chris Flood
Bronze Medal

Kim Hendrick
Bronze Medal

Liz King
Lifesaving Award

Richard Magnum
Bronze Medal

Bret McCabe
Bronze Medal

Thurston McClain
Lifesaving Award

Gerald McHugh
Lifesaving Award

Michael Nugent
Bronze Medal

Ronda Parker
Lifesaving Award

Courtesy photos provided by

the City of Alexandria

sheriff’s office and fire department
for extraordinary acts of bravery
and heroism.

Deputy Teneka King of the Al-
exandria Sheriff’s Department and

Officer Carlos Rolan will be pre-
sented with the Silver Medal, the
highest honor awarded this year,
at the April 26 luncheon at the
Hilton Mark Center.

Other awards to be presented
include the Bronze Medal, Lifesav-
ing Award and Certificate of Valor
for various acts of courage and
service to the community.

The awards presentation, hosted
by ABC7’s Doug Hill, is open to the
public. For tickets or more informa-
tion, visit www.alexchamber.com
or call 703-549-1000.

2011 Valor
Awards
Winners



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 21-27, 2011  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Valor Awards

By Harry Covert

For the Gazette Packet

H
ow do you pronounce “hero”?

It really doesn’t matter, at
least around Virginia in gen-
eral and in Alexandria and

Virginia Beach in particular. It’s easy, be-
cause Alexandria Deputy Sheriff Teneka
Carol King became a hero of the highest
order on Oct. 10, 2010, to two young
women whom she saved from a fiery car
shortly before midnight that exploded into
flames seconds after rescuing the women
on Interstate 64 in Virginia Beach.

Disregarding her personal safety, and af-
ter seeing the women’s borrowed car flip
over, King immediately pulled to the side
of the roadway and pulled them both out
of the car.

King was no ordinary motorist that night.
She was an off duty Alexandria deputy sher-
iff on her way from Northern Virginia to
visit family in Virginia Beach

“I stopped on instinct due to my training
in the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office,” King said.

When she receives a Silver Valor Award
on Tuesday, April 26, it will be the highest

award presented this
year by the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce
at its 25th annual Public
Safety Valor Awards and
one of only two awards
in that category. Bronze,
Lifesaving and Certificate
of Valor awards will also
be presented to Alexan-
dria Police and Fire De-
partment personnel. The
luncheon ceremonies
will be emceed by Doug
Hill, Channel 7’s vice
president for weather
and chief meteorologist.
The event is being held
at the Hilton Mark Cen-
ter.

King was born, raised
and educated in Virginia.
Law enforcement has
been the prominent career for her family,
whose members have served in the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Washington Met-
ropolitan Police, Prince Georges County
(Md.) and military police.

BUT KING didn’t always
want a law enforcement
career. At Bayside High
School where she gradu-
ated in 2002, she first
considered careers as a
fashion designer and in
creative writing. As she
reached her sophomore
year, all that changed and
the career path became
sociology and law en-
forcement.

“I write on the side,”
she said. “My hobby is
writing poetry and road
trips up and down the
east coast.  I’ve been on
three cruises. My hus-
band proposed to me on
a trip to the Bahamas
aboard the SS Elation of
Carnival Lines. We’ve

since made this a tradition.”
She graduated from Norfolk State Uni-

versity with a bachelor’s degree in sociol-
ogy and a master’s degree in criminal jus-

tice. Her goal is to enter Norfolk State’s doc-
toral program. “I want to progress in law
enforcement and look forward to my career
in the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office,” King said.

Before graduate school, she was a victim
witness advocate for two years in the Nor-
folk Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office.

AFTER SAVING the lives of the young
women “who were just out for a good time
and didn’t know what they were doing,”
King didn’t mention the off-duty heroism
to anyone for several weeks when she re-
turned to Alexandria.

“I didn’t know I was required to report
the incident to my superiors,” she said.  “A
colleague told me I had to,” she said. The
Virginia State Trooper who investigated also
reported her life-saving work.

Currently, she is assigned to Team 1-A of
the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office in the Alex-
andria Detention Center’s first-floor hous-
ing unit.  She graduated recently from the
Crisis Intervention Team program, a joint
program between the City’s Department of
Community and Human Services, Sheriff’s
Office and Police Department.

“I’ve never had a fight in my units in the
jail,” she said.  “I have a good
partner and we have responded
when trouble has occurred.  I’ve
always been able to talk them
down.”

Her mother, Clemmentine
Stephens, and brother, Sean,
will be attending the Silver
Award presentation.

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne ac-
knowledged her courageous act,
as did many of her colleagues.

“Lots of them said they were
proud of me that I stopped,”
King said.

Uncommon Valor Deputy Sheriff Teneka King
to receive Silver Award.

Taneka King will receive
the Silver award at the
Chamber of Commerce
Valor Awards ceremony
April 26.
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Angel Roa
Certificate of Valor

Carlos Rolan
Silver Medal

John Shaffer
Lifesaving Award

Ryan Staab
Bronze Medal

James Taylor
Bronze Medal

Doug Townshend
Lifesaving Award

Humberto Trapero
Bronze Medal

Charles Young
Bronze

2011 Valor
Awards
Winners

Courtesy photos provided by

the City of Alexandria
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News

By Gale Curcio

Gazette Packet

S
ervice runs in the family. While
there are many illustrations of this
in Alexandria, the passing of the
baton from Katie May to Tommy

May is yet another example. Tommy May
spent a couple of years helping his sister
with Kids Helping Kids, Inc. This year, he
takes the helm of this year’s Lemonaide Day,
along with Ben Luce and Lauren Zapko.

“I kind of grew up knowing about it and
said that I wanted to get involved,” said
May. “It became my passion — I love it. We
really try to help people out in the area and
make our community a better place.”

May said that their goals for 2011 are to
have 40 stands throughout the city of Alex-
andria to raise $10,000 for the Alexandria
Tutoring Consortium and Fund for Alexan-
dria Children. They already have $6,075 in
sponsorships and have more than 20 stands
committed.

To date, sponsors for 2011 include:  Lind-
say Automotive Group, The May Family,
Jack Taylor’s Alexandria Toyota-Scion, Give
Back Alexandria, Sarah King & Lyles Carr,
The Bentsen Family, Old Town Alexandria
Patch, The Newhouse Family, The
Chiaramonte Family, The Fleuchas-
Langworth Family, The James Family, The
Becker Family and The Bradley Family.

Kids Helping Kids is one of the many ac-
tivities planned for Spring to Alexandria, a
three-day celebration of giving and service
taking place throughout the City on Thurs-
day, May 5, Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May
7.

Lyles Carr continues to be involved in the
event and said, “Spring for Alexandria re-
flects the values of this caring city where
neighbors help neighbors. I believe Spring
for Alexandria will continue to grow each

year as more and more people join us to
serve and give. I am pleased to have played
a small part in getting it started.

“I want this to be something that is part
of Alexandria culture — a sense of civic
pride. There are opportunities for everybody
to participate.

“It’s exciting that we have this opportu-
nity to create streams of funding that will
help to sustain key parts of our civic capac-
ity. I was thrilled when the City raised their
hand and said they wanted to be a partner.
How many cities do you know that would
give a paid day to their employees to vol-
unteer? The partnership with City is a key
component.”

ACT FOR ALEXANDRIA will hold its Gen-
erations of Giving Gala on Thursday, May 5
from 6:30 to 10 p.m. This year’s event, the
ACTlympics, has a sports theme and will
honor Alexandria car dealer Jack Taylor for
his service to the community.

The event will be held on the campus of
Episcopal High School in the Flippin Field
House where dress will be sports casual.
Sponsorships are still available.

The Generations of Giving Gala is the

Spring for Alexandria Continues To Blossom
Weekend offers
opportunity for
everyone to help.

T
orrential rains failed to dampen the
spirits of nearly 450 children and
families who turned out for the 3rd

Annual Family Fun Day April 16 at the Wil-
liam Ramsay Recreation Center.

Sponsored by the Center for Alexandria’s
Children in partnership with Capital One
Bank, this year’s event took place as sched-
uled as volunteers and exhibitors impro-
vised in moving displays and activities in-
side the recreation center.

Face and hair painting took place in the

art room, while Child Welfare Services used
the computer lab to provide Safe Assured
ID kits to 50 children.

Color Me Healthy (an initiative of the
Partnership for Healthier Alexandria) en-
gaged children in activities and exercises
in the dance studio and health and safety
exhibitors took over the multi-purpose
room. In the gym, children played games
and enjoyed two bounce houses and an ob-
stacle course moon bounce provided by DC
United.

As in year’s past, the petting zoo was a
hit, and families were able to enjoy it and
stay dry courtesy of tents donated by Capi-
tal One, who presented the CAC with a
check for $15,000.

— Jeanne Theismann

Eric Lawrence, Alexandria Market President for Capital One Bank (far
left), presents a check for $15,000 to Giselle Pelaez, executive director
of the Center for Alexandria’s Children, (second from right), at the
Center’s Family Fun Day April 16.  Joining them are U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran (D-8, second from left) and Alexandria Police Captain William
Johnson (far right).

Enjoying Family Fun Day
Weather prompts
event to be
moved indoors.
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kick-off event for Spring for Alexandria. “In
celebration of his many years of commu-
nity philanthropy with the City of Alexan-
dria we are delighted to announce the
Legacy of Service Award to Jack Taylor and
his family.  Jack has made a tremendous
impact on our community by giving back
generously to numerous charities and schol-
arships, including the Scholarship Fund of
Alexandria, and we are pleased to honor
him with this very special award,” said Ex-
ecutive Director of ACT for Alexandria John
Porter.

“I am honored to receive the Legacy of
Service Award from ACT at the Generations
of Giving Gala. I look forward to seeing you
all on May 5 at Episcopal High School,” said
Taylor.

GENERATIONS OF GIVING GALA
The May 5 Gala will be held at Episcopal High

School’s Flippin Field House from 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Tickets for the event are $175. For sponsorship or
ticket information, contact Ms. Henrietta LaMotte
at henrietta.lamotte@actforalexandria.org or 703-
739-7778 or visit actforalexandria.org.

ALEXANDRIA GIVES
Clean out closets and cupboards and help those

neighbors in need. Alexandrians are invited to par-
ticipate in “Alexandria Gives: A Community
Contributions Day” sponsored by PNC Bank, and
the Alexandria Jaycees.

Participating organizations include: Goodwill
Industries, Habitat for Humanity ReStore, Alexan-
dria Lincolnia Lions Club,  Alexandria Animal
Welfare League, INOVA Blood Donor Services and
ALIVE! (ALexandrians InVolved Ecumenically).

These organizations will be on site at the First
Baptist Church of Alexandria, 2932 King St., from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on May 7, collecting food, cloth-
ing, housewares, and other supplies. Alexandrians
can also give blood through INOVA Blood Donor
Services or bring documents to be shredded.

For more information about the participating
organizations and activities or to sign up for the
blood drive, visit http://www.alexjaycees.org/
sfa_2011.php or contact Amy Tenhouse at 703-
216-0230.

KIDS HELPING KIDS
Youths throughout Alexandria will put up lem-

onade stands on Saturday, May 7 as part of a
daylong effort to raise money to benefit charities
supporting at-risk children in Alexandria.
Lemonaide Day is sponsored by the teen non-profit
organization, Kids Helping Kids, Inc.

Proceeds will benefit the Alexandria Tutoring
Consortium, an interfaith organization, and The
Fund for Alexandria’s Child, a program for foster
and at-risk children in Alexandria.

For more information on Lemonaide Day or Kids
Helping Kids, Inc., visit
www.kidshelpingkidsalexandria.org or contact
Tommy May at may21@cox.net.

BUSINESS PHILANTHROPY SUMMIT
On May 6, Billy Shore will address a breakfast

meeting of more than 300 businesses and nonprofit
leaders at Volunteer Alexandria’s 13th annual Busi-
ness Philanthropy Summit.

The summit will begin at 7:30 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church located at 2932 King St.

Shore is founder and executive director of Share
Our Strength, a national nonprofit addressing
childhood hunger in America.

For more information on Spring for Alexandria,
go to springforalexandria.org or email
info@springforalexandria.org.

Mayor Bill Euille painting with a
team of volunteers during last
year’s Spring for Alexandria.

FRIDAY, MAY 6,  brings Volunteer
Alexandria’s Business Philanthropy Summit,
which will be followed by the Day of Ser-
vice, where teams from throughout the city
work at more than 80 pre-identified service
projects at various nonprofit sites in the
community.

On Saturday, May 7, the Alexandria Jay-
cees will host Contributions Day at the First
Baptist Church at 2932 King St. where do-
nations of clothes, food, furniture and other
items will be accepted by nonprofit organi-
zations in the community.  Kids Helping Kids
Lemonade stands will also be set up at the
site and around the city with proceeds go-
ing to two predetermined charities in town.

David Speck, managing director of Speck
Caudron, said, “Spring for Alexandria is
rapidly becoming the lodestar for what
makes Alexandria such an extraordinarily
unique community.  Hundreds of
Alexandrians from the business, civic and
political sectors come together for three
days of sharing our blessings, having fun,
working hard, enjoying good food and rec-
ognizing the contributions of some of our
most giving citizens.  The end result is a
city that never stops meeting needs, solv-
ing problems and filling voids. Nothing
makes me prouder than to be part of Spring
for Alexandria.”

Events
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I
liana Inocencio, a native of Mount
Vernon, opened her own comedic
improv headliner show, Day Camp

Kids Present Tug of War, at the People’s
Improv Theater (The PIT) in New York
City last Saturday. The PIT boasts such
performing luminaries as Ellie Kemper
(“The Office”), Kristen Schaal (“Flight of
the Conchords”), and Ali Farahnakian
(“Saturday Night Live”).

Ms. Inocencio studied improv at The
Second City: Chicago in its  Summer In-
tensive Program on scholarship. She is
finishing up her improv studies at The
People’s Improv Theater. While living in
Virginia, she did a variety of productions
spanning from Reston to Fredericksburg
to Baltimore, including Disney’s “Beauty
and the Beast” as Belle, “The King and I”
as Tuptim, “West Side Story” as Maria,
and “A Christmas Carol” as Fred’s Sister
at The Ford’s Theatre. She attended
Bishop Ireton High School in Alexandria,
and moved to New York City to complete
her collegiate studies in Theater.

Inocencio Headlines NYC Improv Show

Mount Vernon native Iliana
Inocencio

T
he fourth-annual Spring for Alex-
andria three-day event is scheduled
for May 5, 6 and 7, 2011.  ACT for

Alexandria, Volunteer Alexandria, the Al-
exandria Jaycees, the City of Alexandria,
and Kids Helping Kids Lemonade all part-
ner to put on this event, which recognizes
and honors giving and service in our com-
munity.

The WEBA board voted at its most recent
meeting to match up to $500 in support of
“Spring for Alexandria 2011.”  If your busi-
ness is interested in joining with WEBA to
support this event, contact WEBA President,
Mike Barber  by email or by phone at 703-
370-9600.

ACT for Alexandria kicks off the festivi-
ties with its annual ‘Generations of Giving
Gala’ the evening of May 5.  This year’s
event, the ACTlympics, has a sports theme
and will honor Alexandria car dealer Jack
Taylor for his legacy of service to the com-
munity.  The event will be held on the cam-
pus of Episcopal High School in the Flippin
Field House where dress will be sports ca-

sual.  Sponsorships are still available.
Friday, May 6, brings Volunteer

Alexandria’s Business Philanthropy Summit,
which will be followed by the Day of Ser-
vice, where teams from throughout the city
complete in over 80 pre-identified service
projects at various nonprofit sites in our
community.  Everyone reconvenes at Mar-
ket Square in the afternoon to celebrate
service and giving.  Round up some of your
colleagues and business associates to help
paint up, clean up, fix up, and boost up sites
in Alexandria. Create your own team and
go for it!  (You can volunteer under the
WEBA umbrella or through your own busi-
ness).

On Saturday, May 7, the Alexandria Jay-
cees will host Contributions Day at the First
Baptist Church at 2932 King Street where
donations of clothes, food, furniture and other
items will be accepted by nonprofit organiza-
tions in the community.  Kids Helping Kids
Lemonade stands will also be set up at the
site and around the city with proceeds going
to two predetermined charities in town.

Volunteers Sought for ‘Spring for Alexandria’

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Alexandria’s Gastro Pub Opens
L

ocated one block
from the Potomac
River, the RailStop

Gastropub (901 N. Fairfax;
Alexandria, VA, 22314; 703-
683-8793; www.railstop
gastropub.com) is the place
to meet your Alexandria
neighbors.  With views of
the historic river and monu-
ments of the Capital city, this
gastro pub was created with
the local neighborhood in
mind as a place to gather for
a relaxing pint or a bite to
eat.

Located on the second
floor of the Crowne Plaza
Old Town, the 76-seat res-
taurant channels the British
philosophy of gastronomy in
pub fare.  A step above bar
or pub grub, this gastro pub
specializes in high-quality
food including house-made
sausages of both pork and
seafood.

Alexandria has a long his-
tory with the railroad, dat-
ing back prior to the civil war with the Or-
ange and Alexandria (O&A) Railroad.  The
RailStop Gastropub derived its name from
the close proximity to the current active
railroad and a recognized need for local
crafted beer and cuisine.

The atmosphere is relaxed with comfort-
able extended, leather pin-cushion ban-
quettes separated by etched glass partitions
to cabaret table and bar seating set atop
dark stained hardwood floors.  The style is
artful with walls decorated by vintage post-
ers highlighting train destinations around the
United States and oversized mirrors that re-
flect the amber light given by filament bulbs
in pendant lighting.  The bar top gleams as
the copper inlay reflects the lighting.

Chalkboard menus surround the bar display-
ing the pub’s menu created by Executive Chef
Mark Henry.  Divided into palatable sections, bar
snacks include Tots and Fried Pickles; main
courses range from Steak Frites to Vegetarian
Strudel; and the menu offers a tribute to clas-
sics such as the RailStop Burger with a Touch of
“Smoke” to Old Dominion Lager Battered Fish
and Chips offered as nightly specials.

The menu compliments the beer and wine list
that stays true to pairing with the cuisine in re-
freshing style.  The beer menu is expansive, typi-
cal of a gastro pub, specializing in micro and
local brews.

The RailStop Gastropub is open 7 days a week
11:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m.; and offers a daily happy
hour from 5-7 p.m.

The RailStop Burger

The Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
(MVUC) occupies historic ground – its
home on Mason Hill was once part of
Founding Father George Mason’s home
site. The Green House is managed to-
day by volunteers who provide horti-
cultural information, plants, veg-
etables, herbs, and flowers to visitors
and gardening enthusiasts. The MVUC
Green House is especially well known
for the variety and quality of their to-
mato plants. The operation of the Green
House is in keeping with MVUC’s com-
mitment to the environment and to lo-
cal food sources. Sale of these items
sustains the preservation and operation
of the Green House. Visitors are always
welcome. Plant sales are under way
now and will continue through the end
of May, Saturdays and Sundays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. At Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill Lane,
Alexandria. Email: info@mvuc.org

MVUC Enjoys
History, Produce

The style is artful
with walls
decorated by
vintage posters
highlighting train
destinations around
the United States.
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D TAVERNA CRETETOU
Originally opened in 1973, Taverna
Cretekou represents the American
Dream for owner Christos Papaloizou,
who for 25 years worked his way up
from bus boy to maitre’ d to buying the
restaurant in 2005. With its garden
patio dining and live Greek music and
dancing on Thursday nights, Christos
and his wife Denise have created an
enchanting place for lunch, dinner or
Sunday brunch.
818 King Street, (703) 548-8688

www.tavernacretekou.com

G ST. ELMO’S
When the history of the new, revitalized Del
Ray is written, Nora Partlow and St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub will be at the center of the story.
Opened in 1996 on the original site of Guiffre
Distributing, St. Elmo’s has become the
anchor of the ever-growing trendy neighbor-
hood. For years a bartender at The Snuggery
(now The Evening Star restaurant), Nora
does more than serve incredible coffee and
tasty baked goods. She has turned St.
Elmo’s into a catalyst for local artists,
musicians and various neighborhood groups.
Thank you Nora!
2300 Mount Vernon Ave., 703-739-9268

www.stelmoscoffeepub.com

A BASTILLE RESTAURANT
Celebrating five years this summer, Bastille Restaurant occupies the
building that was formerly the warehouse for Smoot Lumber, a company
founded by merchant William Smoot, also a mayor of Alexandria in the
1880s. Now a bistro and wine bar, Bastille owners Christophe and Michelle
Poteaux, pictured here with manager Matthew Emborski, create menus
based on traditional, yet modern interpretations of classic bistro fare.
Next door to MetroStage, it’s the perfect spot for a pre-theatre dinner.
1201 N. Royal St. #A, 703-519-3776, www.bastillerestaurant.com

C MAJESTIC CAFÉ
Originally opened in 1932 on lower King Street, The Majestic
Café has been in its present location since 1949 and boasts
the only neon sign to still hang in the historic district of Old
Town. Reopened in 2001 after extensive renovations, it
became one of celebrity chef Cathal Armstrong’s growing
empire of Alexandria restaurants in 2007. Chef Shannon
Overmiller’s popular dishes include home-style meatloaf and
‘Nana’s Sunday Dinner.’ Don’t forget to check out the phone
booth from the original Majestic.
911 King St., 703-837-9117, www.majesticcafe.com

E UNION STREET
PUBLIC HOUSE

Occupying a renovated historic Colonial
warehouse along the waterfront, Union Street
Public House opened in 1986 and quickly
established itself as one of the most popular
restaurants among local Alexandrians. With an
oyster bar, 15 beers on tap and a varied wine
list, Union Street is one of the few restaurants
with an off-premise liquor license. So take
advantage of the Monday night “buy one, get
one for $1” bottle of wine special and take one
home. And be sure to tell Bruce Witucki, one of
the best bartenders in town, that the Wanderer
sent you. Pictured, Chef Rich Gunter and
manager Jennifer Russell.
121 South Union Street, (703) 548-1785

www.unionstreetpublichouse.com

F VASO’S KITCHEN
Occupying the site of the landmark Dixie Pig Restaurant,
owner Vaso Volioti wisely kept the iconic neon sign that
has attracted such luminaries as Willard Scott and The
West Wing cast and crew. A neighborhood favorite, Vaso’s
serves breakfast, lunch and dinner and features outdoor
dining. Signature dishes include fresh oysters, moussaka
and lamb kapama (shank with pasta). Easy to find. Just
look for the sign.
1225 Powhatan Street, (703) 548-2747

B DAIRY GODMOTHER
The lines outside the Dairy Godmother aren’t limited to
the warmer months, they just get longer as the
temperatures rise. Owner Liz Davis’s Wisconsin-style
frozen custard and specialty treats have been satisfying
the cravings of the Del Ray neighborhood since 2001
and the confections earned a visit from Sasha, Malia
and President Obama during their first summer in the
White House. Check online for the daily Flavor Forecast.
Here, Anna  Jones of ACVA treats her guests from
Mesa, Ariz., Bob and Nancy Backus and son Scott.
2310 Mount Vernon Ave., (703) 683-7767

www.thedairygodmother.com

Restaurants with History
The Wanderer was just meandering this week, enjoying the

warmer weather with some gastro-history touring. While

there are too many to include at one time, he’ll be back with

more as soon as he's worked off the calories from this foray.

Talk of the Town is an award-winning Alexandria Gazette

Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be

emailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.
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KING STREET CATS ADOPTIONS!
We have the pitter patter of tiny paws…

and big paws at our cat orphanage.

Come see if the new love of your life is at 25 S. Dove Street in Alexandria
(off Duke Street by Pet Sage) every Saturday and Sunday from 1:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. We also need temporary foster homes for kittens!

Directions and additional information is available on our website at
www.kingstreetcats.org or call (703) 231-7199.

818 KING STREET, ALEXANDRIA
703.548.8688

tavernacretekou.com

Come and Celebrate
Easter in a Traditional

Greek Style at

Taverna Cretekou
with Live Music, Dancing

and Plate Breaking

Live Greek music
every Thursday

Visit our
beautiful garden!

Regional  Greek Cuisine s ince 1973

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday: Lunch 11:30-

2:30, Dinner 5:00-10:00
Saturday: 12:00-10:30
Sunday: Brunch 11:30-3:00,

Dinner 5:00-9:30
Monday: Closed

“Day of Service” event, sponsored by the
Northern Virginia Alumnae Chapter
(NoVAC), Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Event:  Kick-off Event
Time:  8 - 9 a.m.
Location:  Mason District Governmental Cen-

ter, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale
Details:  Start your Day of Service with fellow-

ship of all volunteers
Contact:  Terria Lee - tplee.dst@gmail.com

Event: Adopt-A-Block
Time: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Location: Corner of Wythe and Route 1 South,

Alexandria
Details: Volunteer to clean designated blocks

in Old Town Alexandria;  Ages 8 years and older
with adult supervision

Contact: Wendi Cherry -
wendi30@hotmail.com

Event: Food for Others
Time: 9 a.m. - noon
Location: 2938 Prosperity Avenue, Fairfax
Details: Volunteer to help warehouse staff pack

food, USDA boxes, and shelve products. Activities
require lifting and bending, ages 12-15 with adult
supervision, 16 or older no supervision required.
(Accepting canned goods at the Food for Others
location on April 30)

Contact: Cherisse Aquil at
cherisse_aquil@hotmail.com

Event: Letter Writing Campaign
and Book Drive for library in
Ghana, West Africa

Day of Service on Saturday, April 30
Location: Mason District Governmental Center,

6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale
Time:  8 a.m. to  noon
Details: Write letters/send birthday wishes to

DST-NoVAC adopted Ghanaian daughter, Fuseini
and donate books to the Akuapem Community
Foundation’s library in Ghana, West Africa.

Science, math, geography, English/reading,
and books about careers are desired for middle/
junior high and high school boys and girls

Contacts: Regina Jones -
reginajones59@hotmail.com Joan White -
joan.white@earthlink.net

Event: Rebuilding Together
Alexandria

Time: 9 a.m. to noon
Location: ALIVE House, 925 S. Payne St. Alex-

andria
Details: Volunteer to help repair and improve

homes in the Alexandria area, home may need
scraping, painting, and light repair work, no skills
necessary ages 12 years and older with adult su-
pervision

Contact: Angela Fairwell - kfairwell@aol.com

Event: It Feels Like Love ... But Is
It? - A Social Action

Forum in collaboration with Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc.

Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Kappa Multipurpose Room, 6343

South Kings Highway, Alexandria
Details: A forum discussing the effects of do-

mestic violence in our community
Contact: Gloria Roseboro -

gjroseboro@aol.com

Community

T
he Alexandria
Historical So-
ciety has se-

lected author Barb
Winters as the winner
of its 2011 T. Michael
Miller Alexandria His-
tory Award. The annual
Alexandria History
Award, named in honor
of Alexandria’s long-
time City historian, is
given to a person or
persons who have
made noteworthy con-
tributions to the preser-
vation of the historic,
cultural, and artistic
heritage of Alexandria.

Winters, who retired from the Alexan-
dria Library in 2010, will be honored at
a special awards ceremony on Wednes-
day, April 27, at 7:30 p.m., at The Ly-
ceum, 201 South Washington Street.
State Senator Patricia S. “Patsy” Ticer,
who announced her retirement earlier
this year, will present the award.

Winters processed, read and organized
a collection of hundreds of family let-
ters in the Alexandria Library Local His-
tory/Special Collections. These letters,
written by members of the Eaches,

Barb Winters to Receive 2011 History Award
Fendall and Tackett
families, spanned
three generations,
two major wars, and
more than one hun-
dred years. Winters
recognized the collec-
tion provided de-
tailed insight into
Alexandria’s history
and compiled the let-
ters into the compel-
ling narrative Letters
to Virginia (Acclaim
Press, 2010) that re-
vealed Alexandria’s
past through the
words of people as
they lived it.

The awards for outstanding high
school history students will be presented
to Lee Anderson of T.C. Williams High
School, Sarah Olsen of Bishop Ireton
High School, Sadiq Abubakar of Episco-
pal High School, and Shannon Lin of St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes Upper School.

Following the awards presentation,
guest speaker Vola Lawson will give a
short talk. Lawson served as Alexandria’s
City Manager from 1985 until her retire-
ment in 2000.

Barb Winters
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Easter Buffet to Include:
Salads, Brunch Entrees, Carving Station

Sides, Kids Station , Desserts

Independently owned and operated by:
The Hoffman Company

Directly located off the Eisenhower Metro at:
2460 Eisenhower Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22314
703.960.3400 x 1120

To make a reservation

All inclusive:
Adults: $28.95

Children: $14.95
(ages 3-5)

Bring
this ad for
$3.00 off

price

Entertainment

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6 to 9 p.m.

Clean up your community, your country, your
planet — meet with the Sierra Club at its new
NOVA Hub in Del Ray, 2312 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Suite 206, Alexandria. RSVP to Phillip Ellis, Sierra
Club Field Organizer at 571-970-0275 or
phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAYS
Line and Hand Dance Party. 6 to 7 p.m. Cost is

$5/class. At the Weyone Sports Lounge, Landmark
Mall E-100, 5801 Duke Street, Ground Level,
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays and Sundays

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Covers the changing role of
African Americans on the estate, views on George
Washington from the perspective of Union and
Confederate supporters, and the Washington-
Robert E. Lee connection. At Historic Mount
Vernon. These tours are limited in capacity and
cost $5 in addition to Estate admission: $15
adults; $7 children (6-11); free for children 5 &
under. Visit www.MountVernon.org or call 703-
780-2000.

APRIL 22 THROUGH MAY 4
Bridal Gown Boutique Sale. The Twig Thrift

Shop’s first bridal gown boutique sale. Beautifully
priced, nearly 4 dozen new, vintage or gently worn
gowns in styles from traditional ballerina with
long beaded trains to slinky Jean Harlow sheaths
to Princess Leia sheer—from petite size 2 to XXL—
accessories including slips, crinolines, and veils. All
proceeds benefit Inova Alexandria Hospital. Call
703-683-5544 or thetwig.org. At 106 N. Columbus
Street (near King Street), Old Town Alexandria.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23
Easter Celebration. 9:30 a.m. Easter Egg and

Scavenger Hunts: 11 a.m. for children under age
5; 11:30 a.m. for children over age 5. Other
activities will include face painting, games and
crafts. Hosted by DC Metro Church at the Mount
Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth
Ave., Alexandria. Contact Gary Ritterstein,
dcmetroeasteregghunt@gmail.com

Cleve Francis & Friends. 7:30 p.m. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-573-7328.

Earth Day Celebration. 9 to 11 a.m. Join
representatives from the Raptor Conservancy of
Virginia at Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve for a
presentation and up-close look at hawks, falcons
and owls. 10 a.m. is a Wetlands Walk. Sponsored
by Friends of Dyke Marsh. At Dyke Marsh, Belle
Haven picnic area parking lot, Dyke Marsh Wildlife
Preserve, Alexandria.
Celebrate Trees. 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tree
Commissioner Eleanor Quigley tells you how to
nominate your favorite tree. 11:15 to noon,
Champion Swamp Chestnut Oaks. Tree
Commissioner Bob Vickers leads guided walk to
these towering giants. At Huntley Meadows Park,
3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Visit
www.mvcca.org.

Eco-Tour. 2-2:45 p.m. At 6303 Richmond Hwy.
Meet Martin Tillet on the north side of Walmart
parking lot at Kings Crossing for a tour of the
unique ecological features of Quander Brook. Visit
www.mvcca.org.

Eco-Friendly Landscaping. 3-3:45 p.m. At 7713
Tauxemont Road. Learn about “Landscaping for
Birds” from Cliff Fairweather, Audubon-at-Home.

Visit www.mvcca.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 24
Petting Farm. 10:30 to 12:30 a.m. 15-plus pettable

animals: llamas, donkeys, goats, sheep, ducks,
pigs, calves, chicks and bunnies. Free pony rides
for the kids. Sponsored by Washington Community
Church, meeting the house at the entrance to Carl
Sandburg Middle School, 8428 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Email Steve Bradcovich  at
washingtoncommunity@msn.com.

Potomac Jazz Project. 6:30 to 10 p.m. Potomac
Jazz Bassist and Bandleader Stan Hamrick brings
in two great DC Musicians to round out a trio. At
Laporta’s, Duke Street, Old Town Alexandria.

Easter Cruise. Aboard the Odyssey or Spirit of
Washington. Extensive buffet, champagne or
mimosa, live entertainment and an appearance
from the Easter Bunny. Earlybird at 9:15 a.m. for
boarding; 10 a.m. to noon cruise. Cost is $65.95
for adults; $32.95 for children age 3-11. Late
brunch boards at 1:15 p.m.; and cruise from 2-4
p.m. Tickets are $69.90/adults; $34.95/children
age 3-11. Call 866-306-2469 or
www.EntertainmentCruises.com.

Cat and a Bird Concert. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Admission is $5. Hip kid’s music phenom, Cat and
a Bird, an innovative, international musical
collaboration will perform their original, jazzy,
silly, world-beat songs about animals for kids. At
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-548-0035 or nvfaa.org.

TUESDAY/APRIL 26
Charity Golf Outing. 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

shotgun starts. Cost is $50/person. Benefit
fundraiser for UCM and Good Shepherd Housing.
At Hilltop Golf Club, 7900 Telegraph Road,
Alexandria. To sign up, visit
www.hilltopgolfoutings.com or call 703-719-6504.

Quilting Lecture. 12:30 p.m. Free. North Carolina
quilt artist Annette Ornelas will present a lecture
on “Dimensional Curved Piecing.” At Mount

Vernon Quilters Unlimited, which meets at Hollin
Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. Contact MVQUPresident@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 27
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6. DJ

Dance Party with DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett Street, Alexandria.

Become a Foster Parent. 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Information session for prospective foster parents.
Agency reps will be on hand to answer questions.
At UMFS, 6335 Little River Turnpike, Alexandria.
RSVP at 703-941-9008 or visit www.umfs.org.

Take a Deep Breath. 7 p.m. Free. By Jane Franklin
Dance. At the Torpedo Factory Arts Center, 105 N.
Union St., Alexandria.

THURSDAY/APRIL 28
"HAZE” Film Screening. 6:30 to 9 p.m. Free.

Documentary on underage drinking. The movie
will be followed by a panel discussion. Sponsored
by the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition. At
Minnie Howard, 3801 W. Braddock Road.

Princess Party. 6 to 8 p.m. Mystique Jewelers of
Old Town Alexandria is throwing a Princess Party
to celebrate the nuptials of Kate Middleton and
Prince William. Guests will don tiaras, adorn
jewelry and toast the royal couple with champagne
and cupcakes. To RSVP to the April 28 event, visit:
mystiqueprincess.eventbrite.com or visit
www.mystiquejewelers.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 29
An Evening of Music for Solo Tuba. 8 p.m. Free.

Sponsored by the U.S. Air Force Band Chamber
Players. At George Washington Masonic National
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Call
202-767-5658 or visit  www.usafband.af.mil

SATURDAY/APRIL 30
Rebuilding Together Alexandria.  8:15 a.m.

Nearly 1,000 volunteers will help repair and

maintain 60 homes for low-income homeowners
and veterans during National Rebuilding Day.
Teams of volunteers will make home
improvements, such as repairing windows and
doors, replacing cabinets, installing grab bars and
safety rails, painting, doing yard work, installing
smoke detectors, and weatherizing. Event kicks off
at First Baptist Church, 2932 King Street,
Alexandria.  Contact Shawn Flaherty at 703-554-
3609.

Mainstreet Brass Concert. 7:30 p.m. This
Pennsylvania-based brass quintet will present a
varied and fun program of music ranging from
compositions of Bach and Rimsky-Korsakov to
Gershwin and Jelly Roll Morton. Admission is $20
for adults, $15 for seniors, $10 for students, and
$5 for those under 13. At St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 8009 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Call
703-765-4342.

Spring Book Fest. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thousands of
used books, DVDs, CDs. Sponsored by the Friends
of Duncan Library. In the parking lot between
Duncan Library and the Mount Vernon
Community School. At Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., in Alexandria.

Earth Day Celebration, Plant and Rummage
Sale. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Rain date: Sunday, May
1).  Eat and drink, spread a mountain of mulch,
build a recycled CD sculpture, paint a globe, huge
rummage sale and more. At Hollin Meadows
Elementary School, 2310 Nordok Place,
Alexandria.

Native Plant Sale.  9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Largest native
plant sale in DC Metro Area hosts 14 vendors from
5 states selling native perennials, shrubs, and trees
for sun or shade in historic Parkfairfax.  At 3601
Valley Drive, Alexandria.  Call 571-232-0375 or
www.ParkfairfaxNativePlantSale.org.

Chamber Recital. 4 p.m. Free. Recital celebrates
the retirement of Senior Master Sergeant Andrew
Wilson, Principal and Solo Cornet of the United

See Entertainment,  Page 23

FRIDAY/APRIL 22
"I Dream of Bettie.”  7:30 p.m. A Burlesque

Tribute to the Queen of Pinups. Tickets are $25.
At the Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-7500,
www.birchmere.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 30
Springtime on the Rhein. 7 p.m. Tickets are $25/person. Spring Concert of the Washington

Saengerbund “Kinderchor.” Following the concert, dancing to the tunes of the ”Heidi and Heimat Echo
Band.” At the Durant Recreation Center, 1605 Cameron St., Alexandria. Call Rudy Becker, 540-308-
5965 or online at www.saengerbund.org.
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Happy Easter
Please join us for Easter Brunch

Live Opera…
Every Month

Patio Seating Available
• Monday Night Special -
   Complimentary Glass of
   Wine with Dinner Entrée

• Wednesday - Jazz with
   Bob Williams on piano
• Friday - Sophisticated Swing
   with Betsy Ruderfer
• Saturday - Annia
   from Moscow on piano

Antipasto Misto
Roast Lamb
Tiramisu

Asparagus Parmigiana
Fillet of Salmon with Caviar
Cannoli

Special Menu

Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
• Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse

 • Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
 • Fresh Jumbo Softshell Crabs

   • Cold Salmon Platter
    & Cold Soup Trio

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Old Town

Open Mother’s Day
Lunch & Dinner • 3-Course Menu

From Page 22

Entertainment

States Air Force Band, after 20 years of
service. At The Lyceum, 201 South
Washington Street, Alexandria. Call
202-258-0822.

Concert. 8 p.m. Winchester Orchestra
presents “Beethoven and Blue Jeans
Side By Side Concert.” Benefiting Lyme
Disease research. At the George
Washington Masonic Memorial,
Alexandria. Tickets at
www.winroch.org or
www.winorch.tix.com.

Appraisal Day. 1 to 5 p.m.  Ben
Hastings of the International Society of
Appraisers, will be doing free verbal
appraisals of your artwork. Limit 3
items per person. At Broadway gallery,
5641-B General Washington Drive,
Alexandria. Call 703-354-2905.

Huge Rummage Sale. 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Books, toys, housewares, clothes
and more. Proceeds from the sale help
to provide school supplies, shoes,
warm clothing, and books for students
in-need.  At Hollin Meadows
Elementary School, 2310 Nordok
Place, Alexandria.

Carl Sandburg Pantherlon 5K. 8 a.m.
The 22nd annual Carl Sandburg
Pantherlon 5K Run and 1-mile Fun
Run/Walk. At Carl Sandburg Middle
School, 8428 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Contact: Rebecca Bostick
at 703-768-2250 or
rbarch@mindspring.com.

Stephanie Mills with Kenny Wesley.
7:30 p.m. At The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. To purchase
tickets log onto: www.Birchmere.com
or go to www.ticketmaster.com or call
1-800-745-3000.

Civil War Spotlight Talks. 30-minute
talks from 10 a.m. to noon; and 2 to 4
p.m. Free. The uniform, accoutrements
and equipment of Fort Ward’s artillery
exhibit figure will be discussed. At Fort
Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock
Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

SUNDAY/MAY 1
Basket Bingo. 2 p.m. Cost is $15/

advance; $20/door. Fund-raiser for the
senior class all-night grad party. At
Mount Vernon High School, 8515 Old
Mount Vernon Road, Alexandria. Call
703-618-5104.

Grand Finale Concert. 4 p.m.
Featuring Elisabeth Adkins, Beethoven
Violin Concerto. Tickets are $18/
adults; $12/seniors and groups. At the
Ernst Community Cultural Center,
Northern Virginia Community College,
8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
Call 703-758-0179 or visit
www.virginiachamberorchestra.org.

Sundays@Heritage Concert. 4 to 5:30
p.m. Featuring trumpet prodigy
Geoffrey Gallante and piano
extraordinaire Jean Baptiste
performing choice standards from the
Great American Songbook.  Heritage
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Ft. Hunt
Rd., Mount Vernon. Call 703-360-
9546.

Carpenter’s Shelter Cook-Off. Noon
to 3 p.m. Cook-0ff showcases 20-25 of
Alexandria’s best restaurants. Tickets
are $40/adults; $35/early-bird before
April 15; $5/child.  Guests will also
enjoy music by the Melonheads, a live
auction, children’s entertainment and
more. To purchase tickets online, go to
http://www.carpentersshelter.org/
and click on the Buy Cook-off Tickets
link. Or call the Carpenter’s Shelter,
703-548-7500, ext. 226. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria.

TUESDAY/MAY 3
NOVA Community Chorus. 7:30 p.m.

Free. Spring concert in conjunction
with NVCC Alexandria Campus Music
Department. NOVA Community
Chorus will perform Beethoven Ninth
Symphony, 4th movement (“Ode to
Joy”) and selections from Brahms
Liebeslieder Waltzes, under Dr. Mark
Whitmire’s direction with 4-hands
piano accompanists Christine Hagan
and Ja-Hye Koo. At the Schlesinger
Center for the Arts, 3001 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Contact
Dr. Whitmire, 703-845-6097 or
mwhitmire@nvcc.edu.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 4
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission

is $6. With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

THURSDAY/MAY 5
Schlesinger Concerts. 7:30 p.m. Free.

Presented by the U.S. Army Concert
Band. At the Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall and Arts Center, NVCC,
Alexandria campus. Call 703-696-3399
or visit www.usarmyband.com.

Generations of Giving Gala. 6:30 to
10 p.m. Theme of ACTlympics with fun

and games to support ACT for
Alexandria. This is the kick-off
event for Spring for Alexandria,
a three-day celebration (May 5,
6, 7) of giving and service. At
Flippin Field House, Episcopal
High School. Contact Henrietta
LaMotte at 703-739-7778 or visit
www.actforalexandria.org.

MAY 5 TO 7
Spring for Alexandria.
Celebration of giving and
service. ACT for Alexandria,
Volunteer Alexandria, the
Alexandria Jaycees, the City of
Alexandria, and Kids Helping
Kids Lemonade partner to put on
this three-day event, which
recognizes and honors giving
and service in our community.
Volunteers are needed to clean
parks and schools, to attend fun
events and donate to charities.
There is something for every skill
set and schedule. Visit
www.springforalexandria.org or
call Volunteer Alexandria at 703-
836-2176.

FRIDAY/MAY 6
U.S. Army Strings in Concert. 7:30

p.m. Free. Chamber Music for Strings:
Duos and Trios. At the Lyceum in
Alexandria. Call 703-696-3399 or visit
www.usarmyband.com.

SATURDAY/MAY 7
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church BBQ.

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. North Carolina-style
pork and chicken BBQ with hot dogs,
beans, cole slaw and soft drinks.
Dinner is $8. All are welcome.
Proceeds support church activities and
community outreach. At St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort Hunt
Road, Hollin Hall/Wellington section.
Call 703-765-4342 or visit
www.saintlukeschurch.net.

American Balalaika Symphony.
Tickets are $20/advance; $25/door.
Peter Trofimenko and The American
Balalaika Symphony present “Spring
Mood – Musical Fare for the Fair
Season” — with romantic works by
Andreyev, Dimitriyev, Doga, Gavirin,
Kalinnikov, Rubinstein, Strauss,
Trostiansky and more, including two
original compositions by ABS
musicians Vladimir Rozenblat and
Michael Kholodov. At the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.ABSorchestra.org or
www.InstantSeats.com.

Opening of Alexandria Art Market.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The market boasts
amazing artwork from local artists,
music from multicultural musicians
and great food from local restaurants.
At Colasanto Park in the heart of Del
Ray.  Free and open to public.
www.TheDelRayArtisans or
DRA.AlexandriaArtMarket@gmail.com
to apply.

SATURDAY/APRIL 30
The Art of the Balalaika. 7:30 p.m. The

program will feature Olga Orlovskaya, the
orchestra’s balalaika concertmaster, Andrei
Saveliev, formerly with the legendary
Andreyev Balalaika Orchestra of St.
Petersburg, Russia. Tickets are $25/door; $20/
advance. For tickets, call 240-314-8690. At
T.C. Williams High School, 3330 King Street,
Alexandria.
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 25

Successes at
T.C. Williams
To the Editor:

I want to let you in on something of a
secret: T.C. Williams High School students
have been wildly successful this spring.
First, our seniors have been accepted at
some of the nation’s top colleges and uni-
versities, including Duke, Columbia, the
University of Pennsylvania, Wesleyan,
Cornell, the University of Virginia, Johns
Hopkins, the University of North Carolina,
Haverford, Virginia Tech, Bucknell, and
William & Mary, among others. You prob-
ably haven’t heard that news, though. Many
of the good things that happen at T.C. go
without notice.

You may have heard that our basketball
team played in the state championship
game. But did anyone tell you that T.C. also
won the AAA Sportsmanship Award for our
enthusiastic, well-mannered cheering sec-
tion, the Fightin’ Titans?

You might also be unaware that the Grand
Prize winner at Virginia’s Science Fair, Chris-
topher Gerlach, is a T.C. Williams student.
He overcame stiff competition from stu-
dents at the elite Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technology (ranked
as the top public high school in the nation
by U.S. News and World Report). Christo-
pher Gerlach and Yosyp Shvab, a fellow
classmate from T.C.’s Independent Science
Research class, will both present projects
at the International Science Fair in Los An-
geles later this spring.

I hope you’ve read about the triumphs of
the phenomenal T.C. Williams crew team.
The Women’s Second Varsity Eight won gold
at the 2010 Scholastic Rowing National
Championship Regatta, and they hope to
continue their winning streak this year (T.C.
also happens to be one of just a few schools
in Virginia with a crew team that is open to,
and free for, all its students). I’m betting,
though, that you didn’t see much about our
Odyssey of the Mind team, comprised of all
ninth-grade students, who recently beat out
a Thomas Jefferson team (do I detect a trend
here?) to win at regionals. Odyssey of the
Mind is an international educational pro-
gram that provides creative problem-solv-
ing opportunities for its participants.

T.C. also does not lack for students who
are “giving back” to both Alexandria and
the world at large. Senior Emma Kemler
started Titan Aid to raise funds for Haiti
relief last year, and sophomore Winston
Duncan founded Wheels to Africa, which
has sent thousands of bicycles to rural Afri-
can communities. Other students serve on
the Alexandria Youth Policy Commission,
the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition
and the Alexandria Youth Council.

Our community doesn’t celebrate the out-
standing students at T.C. Williams nearly
as much as we should. Alexandria’s sole
public high school has students who are
forces to be reckoned with — not only on
the athletic field, but in the classroom and
in the community as well.

Catherine Clinger
President, T.C. Williams Parent-Teacher-

Student Association

OTCA’s Position
On Waterfront Plan
To the Editor:

The draft Waterfront Plan has been the
subject of numerous Old Town Civic Asso-
ciation meetings, surveys and workshops
since the membership’s adoption of a state-
ment of “Waterfront Planning Principle” in
2007. While we recognizes the hard work
City staff have put into the evolution of the
Waterfront Plan, there is still significant
frustration within our membership with a
planning process that, although years in
duration, has not adequately presented a
range of coherent alternative options for
review, or taken into account numerous
concerns persistently raised by the Old
Town community. As a result, we believe
we have been presented with a single, seem-
ingly inflexible, plan option.

At the March 12 City Council public hear-
ing, I made this point and asked for more
time to work with the City to resolve our
issues. The City Council challenged OTCA
to come back with a list of specific modifi-
cations that we would like to see. I submit-
ted them in the form of an OTCA position
statement to City Council on April 16 ad-
dressing 10 key points (they can be found
on our web site at oldtowncivic.org), high-
lighted here are three points of particular
concern:

1. Slow down – The waterfront plan is
likely to undergo significant changes within
the next month or two, specifically as a re-
sult of ongoing negotiations with the Old
Dominion Boat Club and a more realistic
assessment of the plan’s revenues and costs.
There will be substantial harm if further
comment is foreclosed on a plan that is not
yet complete — yet the Planning Commis-
sion is about vote on a plan that is quite
likely to change in the near future.

2. Make a stronger commitment to his-
toric/cultural amenities — The celebration
of Alexandria’s history and public art should
not be limited to a waterfront plan. These
civic and cultural amenities should be a
central element of any such plan, how-
ever—not relegated to mere appendices in
the plan with no visible means of support.
This is, after all, a plan for all of Alexandria
and should be funded not just from tax rev-
enues generated by waterfront commercial
development, but from the City’s General
Fund just like any major City initiative.

 3. Set limits on the type of allowable
commercial uses in the waterfront area;
unlimited, these uses, specifically restaurant
uses, could cannibalize the business and
parking supply of existing shops and res-
taurants in Old Town, especially along King
Street, undermining what is presumably
must be a principal economic objective of
the plan. Adding density to generate tax
revenues to underwrite public improve-
ments will add traffic and parking pressure
to an already congested area of Old Town,
and overwhelm the historic character of its
core area. Our members, while not adverse
to some degree of commercial development,
would be quite happy with a more modest
public improvement program if it generates
less impact on the immediate neighbor-
hoods.

The City has now asked for public com-
ment on the plan, we see no compelling
reason to hurry this process, and once again,
have requested a delay in the plan adop-
tion timetable to allow more time to work
with the City to finish addressing our is-
sues. There will be no substantive harm to
the waterfront or to Alexandria if final
Council action on the plan is postponed
until a more concrete plan has been formu-
lated and debated publicly.

John Gosling
President, Old Town Civic Association

If Not 7-Eleven,
Then What?
To the Editor:

In response to Michael Lee Pope’s
“Goodbye 7-Eleven” April 7-13 report on
Southland’s withdrawal of their SUP (Spe-
cial Use Permit), he gives no reason for their
withdrawal but seems to stress the reason
for it was pressure from the Upper King
Street Neighborhood Association. As he
acknowledges there were many employees
of neighboring businesses, renters, and
homeowners in surrounding streets who

10th Annual Purim Celebration
Children from Chabad Hebrew School performing at the annual
Purim Celebration of Chabad Lubavitch of Alexandria-Arlington in
the grand ballroom of the Courtyard  Marriott Pentagon South on
March 20.

Rabbi Mordechai Newman,
director, Chabad Lubavitch of
Alexandria-Arlington reading the
Megillah (the Biblical Book of
the story of Purim) at Purim in
INDIA,  the 10th annual Purim
Celebration of Chabad Lubavitch
of Alexandria-Arlington.

Audrey Feld and Samantha
Brower of Chabad Hebrew
School sing at the annual Purim
Celebration of Chabad Lubavitch
of Alexandria-Arlington last
month.

had no problems with an opening of a 7-
Eleven Store at the location. It is my view
that Southland Corporation decided the
location was not worth the effort and time
to process their application through the city
channels since they are owners of the 7-
Eleven store and building at Braddock
Street metro station, of which they have
now submitted Special Use Permits to tear
down their building with assistance from
Yates Station and build a larger building and
a new 7-Eleven store.

“We Won” as reported to have been said
by the president of the neighborhood asso-
ciation is irrelevant because the association
has a long history of supporting coffee and
sandwich shops within the immediate area
of where the 7-Eleven store would have
been. At last count there were seven or eight
coffee-sandwich shops within a few blocks
with two hotels. Furthermore the associa-
tion has never assisted the executives of the
building, where the store was to be located,
into what kind of business or tenant it
wants. Opposition to Southland Corpora-
tion proposal for a 7-Eleven store, in my
opinion, only shows association members
with concerns of their properties within a
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

St. James’
Episcopal Church

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org
Sundays: 8 am - Holy Eucharist, All Education programs – 9:00am

10:15 am - Holy Eucharist – music
Wednesdays 12:00 noon:  Bible Study

Holy Week Services:
April 17 – Palm Sunday

8:00 am:  Holy Eucharist, distribution of blessed palms
10:15 am:  The Liturgy of the Palms & Holy Eucharist

April 21 – Maundy Thursday
7:30pm:  Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar

April 22 – Good Friday
12:00 noon  Station of the Cross (outdoors)
12:00pm, 1:00pm, 2:00pm  “Seven Last Words of Christ”, 15 min. each hour on the hour.
2:30pm: The Stations of the Cross (inside)

April 24 – Easter Sunday (one service)
10:15am:  Holy Eucharist followed by Children’s Easter Egg Hunt

HOLY WEEK
Bethany Lutheran Church

2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306
(703) 765-8255

Maundy Thursday, April 21, 7:30 p.m.
The Gift of the Eucharist
Good Friday, April 22

11a.m., Family Worship, Jesus’ walk to Calvary
7:30 p.m., TENEBRAE, The Darkness before the Light

EASTER SUNDAY, April 24
7:00 a.m., Sonrise Worship at Mt. Comfort

8:15 and 10:45 a.m., Music of the Resurrection
8:30 & 11:00 a.m., Festival Worship

With Holy Communion
Easter Pancake Breakfast
Served 7:30-10:30 a.m.

More info (703) 765-8255 or www.bethany-lcms.orgb

From Page 24

Letters

high commercial area, and not
how to improve the area to make
it more of a community instead of
a strip mall for bagels, coffee, and
donut businesses.

In dealing with large corpora-
tions and businesses it is always a
fact that whoever has the most
money, is always the winner. The
majority of monies held by the as-
sociation come from 10 vendor
fees of the Upper King Street park
farmer’s market, of which the
president of the association has
told me on three different occa-
sions, “I want nothing to do with
the farmer’s market,” an endeavor
to bring some kind of community
support to the area but struggling
due to lack of support and concern
by neighbors and proper manage-
ment. I rest my case.

Jim Melton
Alexandria

Bric a BRAC
To the Editor:

I agree with Congressman
Moran’s assessment that the
$600,000 earmarked for public art
at Mark Center “could be much
more appropriately used to im-
prove the infrastructure around
the site ...” But what if a combined
aesthetic and functional use of that
money could be found? How
about somehow imbedding art in
the engineering for the highway
improvements that are needed just
off the interstate going into the
complex? Or placing the pieces
along side those roads as an invit-
ing and distinct “welcome” to
BRAC 33? That way, more of the
taxpayers financing the creative
project would have more of an
opportunity to enjoy it, and those
commuters who are inevitably
going to be stuck in traffic would
have something pleasant and
soothing to look at while sitting
almost motionless in their cars.

Just a practical thought ... hope-
fully much better than a “fairy
tale.”

Karen Ann DeLuca
Alexandria

Recall
Them All
To the Editor:

For anyone who missed the
Planning Commission’s monthly
meeting on April 5 regarding the
City’s Waterfront Plan, it was truly
a “cultural experience.” The Coun-
cil Chamber was packed with Old
Town residents with the overflow
filling the workroom and hallways
leading to the chambers. Essen-

tially everyone was there to pro-
test the adoption of the newly de-
veloped waterfront plan. The only
two highly visible exceptions were
the Chamber of Commerce and the
Alexandria Convention and Visi-
tors Association both of whom
didn’t disappoint by living up to
their long standing reputations as
“anti citizen” by touting the mer-
its of constructing three new ho-
tels on Union Street.

The Planning Commission ap-
parently has already made up their
minds that they will approve the
totally worthless product given to
them by the planning director. The
real key to this was when one of
the citizen witnesses said he lived
at 420 Union Street and then
asked the members of the Com-
mission if any of them would want
to live next to a hotel? To the sur-
prise of everyone in the chamber
three members raised their hands,
the Chairman John Komoroske,
Eric Wagner and Mary Lynam.
Guess what?  Not one of them lives
in Old Town. At least the two Old
Town members didn’t raise their
hands. However, all the commis-
sioners, except for Donna Fossum,
expressed their support for the
building of three hotels on the
waterfront as revenue generators
to support the rest of the plan. In
the worst case scenario, only one
boutique hotel the size of the
Morrison House should be built at
Robinson Terminal North.

Stew Dunn did make some co-
gent comments about the plan and
stated he could not support the
restaurant in Waterfront Park.
Jesse Jennings asked how busi-
nesses would be affected by the
plan. However the only commis-
sioner who had studied the plan
and then asked a number of pen-
etrating questions was Donna
Fossum. She was concerned about
the hotels and the marina and the
costs for permitting, environmen-
tal studies and the overall opera-
tion and maintenance costs. She
also brought up the subject of con-
demnation costs if eminent do-
main is to be invoked in order to
take properties owned by the Old
Dominion Boat Club.

It just does not make any sense
at all that the Planning Commis-
sion would vote to approve this
plan. The legal issues with the
Corps of Engineers, National Park
Service and the District of Colum-
bia have not been vetted. The
marina and two large piers run-
ning 200 feet into the river block
a portion of the navigational chan-
nel and will cause problems for
commercial and personally owned
boats attempting to navigate in the
river. Taking away some of the
public’s access to Waterfront Park
to construct a restaurant is akin to
eminent domain. Taking away the

privately owned (2/3) parking lot
opposite Chadwicks restaurant
leaves the restaurant, the Dandy
and Union Street Public House
short of parking spaces. Are they
to go out of business? Building the
equivalent of 11 new restaurants
when we have almost 100 already
on King Street is total insanity. The
overall density of this plan is ab-
solutely “out of kilter” with what
currently exists on Union Street
and the Strand. What we are talk-

ing about is a “skinny” two-lane
street inundated with a lot of traf-
fic and multiple delivery trucks.
Needless to say this is a real pro-
gram for disaster akin to what is
going to take place at the Mark
Center in September when Semi-
nary and 395 are totally
gridlocked.

Apparently neither Planning Di-
rector Faroll Hamer nor the Plan-
ning Commission understands that
the most successfully developed

waterfronts in this country have
been done by the residents. To just
blow them off as she and the com-
mission have done should send a
strong message to the Council to
reconstitute this appointed com-
mission. They just don’t represent
the best interests of our commu-
nity.

Townsend A. “Van” Van
Fleet

Alexandria

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your Mom and The
Alexandria Gazette Packet will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some
information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and phone number and town of
residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to: photoAX@connectionnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo prints, send to: The Alexandria Gazette Packet, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314. Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

 “Me and My Mom”
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Brenda Holloway assists T.C. Will-
iams therapeutic recreation stu-
dent Carelle Macon, 16, at the start
of the Kelley Cares race. Macon
finished the race in 61:57.5 and
Holloway in 61.58.1.

People

Taylor Run
FORT WARD FRIENDS

The Friends of Fort Ward are
adding an interesting touch to
their bus tour this spring. First they
are going to stop at the site of the
first battle of Kernstown, and then
on to Front Royal. Next, they are
going to Philip Carter vineyard in
Hume, Va., for a wine tasting. Cost
is $130 prior to April 22 and $140
after that date.

CIVIL WAR
SESQUICENTENNIAL

On May 21, the Office of Historic
Alexandria will present a kickoff
of the city’s recognition of the Civil

War sesquicentennial. In Market
Square, from 2 to 5 p.m., there will
be all kinds of excitement, includ-
ing a brass band.

MORAN SINGS
Keira Elise Moran has performed

recently at the National Children’s
Museum Benefit, at the Del Ray
Music Festival, at the celebratory
party for her grandfather, U.S.
Rep. James Moran, and at the Ly-
ceum. Keira, 16 years old, is the
daughter of Angie and Jim Moran.
She also is an accomplished cel-
list and holds the first chair in the
T.C. Williams Symphony and in the
school’s chamber group. Three of

her featured pieces are “It’s Only
Getting Better,” “Don’t Change a
Thing,” and “When I’m With You”.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

NEXT MEETING
The 2011 Taylor Run Citizens

Association Spring Neighborhood
Meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on
April 27 at the George Washing-
ton Masonic Memorial (located at
101 Callahan Drive). Mayor Bill
Euille will be the main speaker.
The annual TRCA election will also
be held. For more information,
visit the TRCA website at: http://
www.taylorrunalexandria.com/

Keira Elise Moran

Neighborhood

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ore than 700 runners and
walkers took to the streets
of Del Ray in the 2011
Kelley Cares 5K road race

April 16, benefiting the therapeutic recre-
ation program of Alexandria in memory of
T.C. Williams student and therapeutic rec
volunteer Kelley Swanson.

Race proceeds
benefit therapeutic
rec programs.

Kelley
Cares 5K

Alexandria Police Sergeant Joe Seskey explains
the new race route to former city
councilmember Justin Wilson, Hafiz Aimaq,
Scott Waller and Benjamin Klein.

John Porter talks with race organizer Lindsay
Swanson before the start.
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Jo-Ann van Aswegen is the first female finisher in the
Kelley Cares 5K race with a time of 19:53.4.

Virginia Tech alumni Tom Goidich
and Meaghan Casey raced in
memory of classmates on the
fourth anniversary of the school’s
tragedy.

Bryan Kirby, 24, won the race with a time
of 16:57.3, followed by Phil Wharton, 43,
(17:00.8) and Chris Hill, 30 (17:51.8). Jo-
Ann van Aswegen, 27, was the first female
finisher in 19:53.4. Fay Slattery, 47, finished
second in the women’s race (20:39.8) and
Laura Regensburg, 23, was third with a time
of 20:42.7.

“I haven’t run that fast since high school,”
said Del. David Englin (D-45), who finished

25th overall with a time of 22:05.0. Finish-
ing in 10th place was Justin Wilson
(20:18.8), followed closely by City Coun-
cilman Rob Krupicka (20:31.6). Other par-
ticipants included ACT executive director
John Porter (33:57.3) and U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran (D-8), who finished with a time of
42:59.0.

“We are very happy with the turnout,”
said Mac Slover, director of youth sports for

the city’s parks and recreation department.
“Proceeds from this year’s race will help
fund a Miracle Field that will give special
needs kids the ability to participate in sports
like baseball or softball. We are excited
about that and very thankful to the Swanson
family for helping make this a reality.”

For complete race results and to learn
more about the Kelley Cares Foundation,
visit www.kelleycares.org.
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

H
e was larger than life — a 6-
foot-3, 230-pound athlete
known as one of the greatest
legends of high school sports

in Alexandria in the 1960s. On April 16,
Harley “Skeeter” Swift returned to his
hometown and alma mater for a day-long
event that was part book signing and part
class reunion

“I remember playing with all these guys,”

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Harley “Skeeter” Swift autographs his new book at an
athletic reunion at George Washington Middle School
April 16 as Pete Toews looks on.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Former basketball players Arthur Martin (Parker-Gray
’65), Charlie Williams (Parker-Gray ’65), Tim Johnson
(Parker-Gray, Luther Jackson ’60) and Gerald Byrd
(Luther Jackson ’66) reminisce at an athletic reunion
organized by Skeeter Swift at George Washington Middle
School April 16.

Courtesy photo

Skeeter Swift during his
college playing days at East
Tennessee. Swift led the
team to the Sweet 16 in
1968.

said Swift as he was signing his new book
“Skeeter: Harley Swift’s Buzzer-Beating,
Trash-Talking March through Madness” at
what is now George Washington Middle
School. “And if I didn’t play with them, I
remember playing against them since this
was before integration.”

Swift, now 64 and a resident of Kingsport,
Tenn., organized the multi-school athletic
reunion that drew close to 500 attendees,
including past players and coaches, to cel-
ebrate the heyday of high school sports in
Northern Virginia.

“Some of these schools don’t even exist
anymore,” said former Groveton High
School basketball player John Kreutzer of
schools like Parker-Gray High School. “And
Groveton is now West Potomac and Luther
Jackson and GW are middle schools.”

The lone Virginian and non-African
American to be named All-Met in both his
junior and senior year, Swift graduated from
GW in 1965 and went on to lead his unher-
alded college team at East Tennessee State
to the NCAA Sweet 16 in 1968. He was
drafted by the NBA’s Milwaukee Bucks but
opted to play for the ABA expansion New

Glory Days Skeeter Swift reunites area athletes.
Orleans Buccaneers, eventually retiring
with the original San Antonio Spurs.

“I needed to do this,” said Swift, who was
diagnosed with lymphoma in the summer
of 2009 and is undergoing his last round of
chemo. “This is where it all started for me
and there were so many guys I wanted to
see.”

Swift’s wife Demetria, who helped orga-
nize the reunion, said it was an emotional
day for everyone.

“It’s been incredible to be here,” Demetria
Swift said. “Even with all these grown men,
I’ve never seen so much hugging.”

L
acrosse took center stage
at the Alexandria
Sportsman’s Club April 19

as the organization honored
individual players from  T.C.
Williams and Bishop Ireton high
schools along with the Lucky
Leprechauns girls team of the
Alexandria Recreation Depart-
ment as the April Athletes of the
Month.

Individuals honored were
Madelyn Zeigler from BI, TC’s
Ben Goodwin, and Bryan
DiRosario, a baseball player at
Hayfield High School.

The Lucky Leprechauns,
coached by Ed Walsh and
assistant coach Mark Sloan,
include Morgan Murphy,
Katherine Troxell, Bridget
Hanley, Keeley Schulman,
Margot Labrecque, Bridget
Newell, Emory Hayes, Taraneh
Samadani, Colleen Walsh,

Caroline Sloan, Katie Duffett,
Virginia Wainstein, Annaliese
Ponzi , Janae Schnu , Camille
Schultz, Claire Cavanaugh,
Athena Salomons, Alexandra
McEneney, Anna Knuble, Ashley
Van Horne, Emma Irvin and
Kennon Moon.

— Jeanne Theismann

Athletes of the Month
Lacrosse athletes, city team honored.

Lacrosse players and
coaches honored as the

April Athletes of the
Month by the Alexandria

Sportsman’s Club include
Madelyn Zeigler from

Bishop Ireton, T.C. Will-
iams’ Ben Goodwin and

the Lucky Leprechauns of
the Alexandria Recre-

ation department.
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2011 deadline is June 1, 2011

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

Sports•Art•Cooking•Drama•Travel•Academics•Nature•Science

Sign Up Now  •  703-548-4804  •  www.acdsnet.org

ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

GRADES K–9

FULL DAY 9:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
Aftercare Available

ONE-WEEK SESSIONS
June 20–August 5

• American Girl
• Film & Photography
• Outdoor Adventure
• Ooey Gooey Science
• Bugs in the Backyard
• Microfinance for Kids
• Test Prep: SSAT & HSPT

Sports

See Sports,  Page 29

TC Boys Lax
Surpasses ’10
Win Total

The T.C. Williams boys lacrosse team sur-
passed last season’s win total with a 12-6
victory at Bishop Ireton on April 16.

The Titans improved their record to 5-6
with at least three games remaining on their
schedule. TC will close the regular season
with games against Annandale (April 26)
and West Potomac (April 28) before enter-
ing the Patriot District Tournament on May
6.

In 2010, the Titans finished 4-8 under
first-year head coach Mike Mulherin, who
was named district and region Coach of the
Year. The program finished with two wins
in 2009 and three in 2008.

“It says a lot for the seniors,” Mulherin
said of program’s improvement. “I’ve had a
group of leaders on the team that every year
they’ve gotten better. Every day they come
to practice ready to work harder and im-
prove the team.”

Against BI, senior Ben Bilodeau led TC
with three goals. Seniors Robin Bomberger,
Ben Goodwin, Jimmy Carragher and junior
Kodie Richards each scored two goals, and
senior Tim Dwyer added one.

Ireton fell to 1-11, but tied its second-
highest goal output of the season. Senior
goalkeeper Edward Busch was the fifth Car-
dinal to play the position this season.

Junior midfielder Brandon Attiliis scored
three goals for Ireton. Senior defender
Theodore Daubresse, junior attackman Jef-
frey Becker and sophomore midfielder Pe-
ter Kaye each scored one for the Cardinals.

— Jon Roetman

Awards Banquet
The Sportsman’s Club will hold its 56th

Annual Awards Banquet on May 16 at The
Westin Alexandria, located at 400 Court-
house Square. Reception hour begins at 6
p.m. and dinner is served at 7 p.m. The
guest speaker will be Navy head football
coach Ken Niumatalolo.

Individual tickets are $75. For more in-
formation, contact Frank Flaherty at 703-
346-6525.

Lady Titans
Basketball Camp

The T.C. Williams Lady Titans Rising Stars
Basketball Camp for girls ages 8-14 will be
held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. June 27-July
1 at T.C. Williams High School. Registra-
tion fee is $135 for the five-day event and a
$50 non-refundable deposit is due when
registering. Balance is due on the first day
of camp.

Each participant will receive a T-shirt and
certificate, and there will be awards for the
winners of 1-on-1, 3-on-3, free-throw shoot-
ing, hot-shot shooting, knock out, team

competition and for the camper of the week.
Contact T.C. Williams head girls basket-

ball coach Kesha Walton at
keshawalton@hotmail.com or 703-296-
8717 for more information.

Little League
Opening Day

Alexandria Little League has moved its
official Opening Day Ceremony to Saturday,
April 30, at 11 a.m. at Little Simpson Field.

Swim Coaches
Wanted

The Parklawn Piranhas has approximately
90 swimmers (ages 5-18) and will compete
in NVSL Division 16 this summer. The team
is looking for one or two assistant coaches
that will improve athletes’ swimming tech-
nique, endurance and speed, promote great
sportsmanship, and encourage team unity.
The assistant coach must be available for
nine practice times a week (Monday-Friday
8-11:30 a.m., Tuesday-Thursday 5:45-7:45
p.m.), Monday-evening meets, Friday-
evening pep rallies, and Saturday-morning
meets. There will be additional time com-
mitments for Relay Carnival, coaching staff
meetings, and team social events.

The ideal candidate will have experience
coaching with NVSL, high school, or club
teams. Knowledge of all NVSL and US
Swimming rules and procedures is essen-

tial. Lifeguard, CPR, AED, and First Aid cer-
tification must be completed by May 23rd,
2011. All interested candidates should ap-
ply immediately. Send resumes and any
questions to jacquelyn.mari
nucci@gmail.com. Individuals who cannot
make the evening practice times are still
encouraged to apply. Exceptions can be
made for the right candidate. Candidates
must be available for morning practices.

Sports Updates
On Twitter

Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on
Twitter at @jonroetman for sports updates
around Northern Virginia and Montgomery
County, Md.

Youth Coaches
Needed

The Alexandria Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural Activities is cur-
rently seeking volunteers to coach youth
baseball, softball, field hockey, swimming,
track and field, Rugby, summer basketball
and football. Criminal history background
checks are required. Interested persons
should call the sports office at 703-746-
5402 or e-mail mac.slover

If you do not
get The
Alexandria
Gazette
Packet
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EmploymentEmployment

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

FRONT DESK BOOKKEEPER

Busy Pediatric Practice in Alexandria seeks 
customer service oriented, dependable front 

desk bookkeeper, M-F, 10am - 6pm.  

703-914-8989 ext 131

Massage Therapist
P/T with client base. Hourly/Commis-
sion based. Busy Day Spa in Historic Old 
Town Alexandria. Call: 703-836-7330

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

P/T ADMIN ASSISTANT
Consulting firm seeking part-time admin 
asst. Currently in Tysons; relocating to Old 
Town Alex. in next 4 to 6 months. Respon-
sibilities include: word processing, answer-
ing phones, filing, database mgmt, research. 
Word and Excel knowledge required. Flexi-
ble Hours: about 15-20 hours/week. Casual 
dress. Email resume and salary require-
ments to info@revparintl.com.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Pet Professional
We're growing again! Join our team! 
Seeking a Pet Professional to work 7am - 
10 pm, Old Town to Mt Vernon. Prior 
paid experience with animals required. 
Vet   techs   &   vet   assistants  preferred.
www.alexandriapetcare.com/jobs

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Private School Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant 

Alexandria Country Day School has an 
opening for a School Receptionist available 
May 2.  Hours are 7:45 AM to 4:00 PM. 
This is a year-round position. 
Responsibilities include: Greeting visitors, 
answering calls, providing assistance to the 
Executive Assistant and others . Serving as a 
Parent Teacher League liaison and fulfilling 
other school and parent requests.

The ideal candidate should have prior ad-
ministrative experience as well as a profes-
sional demeanor.  Effective time manage-
ment skills, ability to juggle multiple con-
current projects, and demonstrated dependa-
bility are also required. The candidate 
should also have a positive attitude, excel-
lent verbal and written communication 
skills, outstanding organizational skills and a 
working knowledge of MS Office. Bache-
lors or Associates Degree preferred.
Please  email  cover letter,  résumé,   and  
references to:  aaddison@acdsnet.org.

RGIS needs you!
RGIS inventory  specialists, the world’s 
largest inventory service, has immediate 
openings in the Northern Virginia area.

We offer:
• $9/hr starting wage
• Paid Training
• No experience necessary
• Flexible schedules
• Work in a team environment
• Advancement Opportunities

Must be at least 18 years old and have 
access to reliable transportation.

Visit us online at www.rgisinv.com

RGIS Inventory Specialists is an equal 
opportunity employer.

Technology Manager
This position will provide technology vision 
and leadership in the deployment and imple-
mentation of enterprise information systems 
to support application development efforts 
for mid-range web and database 
projects. The candidate should have a thor-
ough understanding and working knowledge 
of the complete application development cy-
cle from the initial assessment phase to the 
deployment and maintenance phase. He/She 
will be responsible for 3-5 rapid application 
development teams concurrently, and will 
provide strategic and tactical planning , de-
velopment, evaluation, and coordination.
Must posses a minimum of three years with 
increasing supervisory responsibility. Candi-
dates should possess a working knowledge 
of Desktops, Databases, IT systems, Micro-
soft SQL Server Suite, Adobe Cold Fusion, 
Agile methodology, and CA Erwin Data 
Modeler. Resumes should be emailed to:

jobs@hms-world.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

26 Antiques

BOOKS
OLD & OUT-OF-PRINT
Looking for good homes for 

my old books & yours. 
Carolyn Johns Books, 
8101 Richmond Hwy 

(Inside Market). 

571-216-8875

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques

ClassifiedClassified

Legal Notices
ABC LICENSE

Riva Enterprise, Inc trading as Euro Bistro and  Grill, 6027
Richmond Hwy, Alexandria, VA  22303. The above

establishment is applying to  the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine and Beer on

Premises & Mixed Beverage on Premises license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic beverages. Fotis Sadikaj, President

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please take notice that the City will accept offers for a
piece of surplus real estate from the time of this
advertisement through the close of business on May
13. 2011. The parcel is commonly known as  401 East
Braddock Road and is approximately 5,069 square feet
in size. Details regarding the offer process and more
information about the parcel can be found at the
following link:
http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/generalservices/
401%20East%20Braddock%20Road.pdf Please
contact Timothy E. Wanamaker, Deputy Director,
Department of General Services, 110 North Royal
Street, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA. 22314, phone (703)
746-3208, e-mail Tim.Wanamaker@alex-andriava.gov,
with any questions.

Legal Notices

Legal Notices Legal Notices

From Page 28

Sports

@alexandriava.gov or Tamika.cole
man@alexandriava.gov.

Wahoos Swim
Team Registration

The Wahoos swim program offers youth
ages 6-18 of all abilities the opportunity to
develop their own unique potential. The
program will promote individual achieve-
ment and team camaraderie in an atmo-
sphere of friendly competition. Developing
and experienced swimmers alike can refine
their freestyle, breaststroke, backstroke,
butterfly, turns and starts with an experi-
enced coaching staff. Swim meets are sched-
uled every Saturday morning from mid-
June through early August. There will be a
parents meeting and the first team practice
on May 31 at the Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center. Swimmers must be able to
swim 25 meters continuously. Registration
will take place through May 27. For more
information, call the Sports Office at 703-
746-5402 or go on the Recreation
Department’s Web site at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Hershey’s Track and
Field Youth Program

The Hershey’s Track and Field Program
is a city-wide track meet where winners can
advance through district, regional, state and
national competitions. Participants can reg-
ister at any City Recreation Center. The lo-
cal meet will be held at 9:30 a.m. on May
21 at T.C. Williams High School. Youth can
compete in the 50-, 100-, 200-, and 400-
meter dash; 800- and 1600-meter run,
4x100 relay, softball throw and standing
long jump. Note: 7-8-year-olds will not ad-
vance beyond the city-wide event. Registra-
tion period is from March 15-May 1. The
Hershey’s Track and Field Program is open
for City of Alexandria residents only. Par-
ticipants can participate in the following
events depending on their age group (age
as of Dec. 31, 2011).

Boys and girls ages 7-8 can participate in
the 50-meter dash, standing long jump and
the softball throw only. This age group will
not advance to the district or state meet.

Boys and girls ages 9-12 can participate
in one field event and two running events
and the relay; or two field events and one
running event and the relay for a total of
four events. Since ages 9-12 (4x100 relay)
will not advance to the North American Fi-
nal, those age groups will be allowed to
participate in a relay as an extra event at
the local, district and or state meet. First
and second place winners in this age group
will advance to the district track meet to be
held in June in Fauquier County.

Boys and girls ages 13-14 can participate
in one field event and two running events;
or two field events and one running event.
Relays are considered running events for
this age group.

For more information, call the Sports Of-
fice at 703-746-5402 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

HOUSECLEANING
SERVICES

Quality service at fair
prices with great refs.

Excellent work.
Satisfaction guaranteed
Free estimates. pls call

703-998-5338

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up,

Mulching,
Tree Cutting,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, MULCHING,
AERATION, SEEDING,

Chao’s

202-409-6488

LAWN CARE

PARKING
Contractor / Landscaper

IN ALEXANDRIA
Starting at $300 a Stall

Also Office Space Available
$12/Sq Ft

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

M

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

PRESTIGIOUS PATIOS
Beat the spring rush!

Patios, Retaining Walls, Walkways
& Masonry Repair
* Pavers/Stone/Etc.
* Free Estimates
703-334-1452 • 301-646-3368
www.prestigiouspatios.com

HAULING

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport
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