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F
or decades, city officials have been eyeing the
waterfront parking lot of the Old Dominion
Boat Club. Located at the foot of King Street,

the surface lot and boat ramp have been a roadblock
to their dream of a continuous walkway along the
waterfront. When Planning Director Faroll Hamer re-
leased the small-area plan for the waterfront in Feb-
ruary, the document called for Boat Club to move its
parking lot to a new building that would be con-
structed at the western edge of Waterfront Park.

There was only one problem — the Boat Club
wouldn’t budge.

Now, on the eve of a Planning Commission vote
on the small-area plan, Hamer is radically changing
the proposal. It still increases density and overturns
a longstanding ban on waterfront hotels. But it also
abandons the idea of Fitzgerald Square, a new pub-
lic space that would have anchored a 200-foot pier
extending out into the waters owned by the District
of Columbia. Also gone is the proposed building at
the western edge of Waterfront Park, which would
have served as a new parking structure for the Boat
Club.

“Staff continues to believe that the proposal for
Fitzgerald Square, the King Street Pier and Water

By Michael Lee Pope
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P
rivate Virtue is a public
vice. That’s the ruling of
the Alexandria Circuit
Court, which issued a

decision on Good Friday that the
City Council did not have author-
ity to allow a restaurant to take
over half of Wales Alley.

The restaurant, known as Virtue
Feed and Grain, is the brainchild
of restaurant impresarios Cathal
and Meshelle Armstrong — cre-
ators of Restaurant Eve, Eamonn’s
Dublin Chipper, PX and the
Magestic. Back in June, the City
Council approved an ordinance
authorizing the
city manager to
execute a five-
year lease agree-
ment with Virtue
that would allow
the restaurant to
use part of Wales
Alley for outdoor
seating. The Old
Dominion Boat
Club responded
by filing a lawsuit against the city
claiming it owned part of the al-
ley and seeking an injunction pre-
venting any obstructions in the
alley. Last week, visiting judge
John McGrath ruled that the city
owned the alley and that the Old
Dominion Boat Club had a right
to be able to move its boats and
trailers through the alley.

“I would say this is a win-win
because both parties got some-
thing out of this,” said City Attor-
ney James Banks. “The city got a
ruling that this is a public alley,
and the Boat Club got a ruling that
they have a right to be able to
move its boats and trailers through

the alley.”
What happens next has yet to be

determined. Banks said the city is
considering appealing the ruling,
which would challenge the Boat
Club’s right to move boats and
trailers through the alley. He said
the City Council could also accept
the ruling and enter into a sepa-
rate lease agreement that would
take up less space, allowing
enough space for boats and trail-
ers. A third option would be to use
the alley in ongoing negotiations
with the Boat Club as part of the
waterfront small-area plan, which
could be approved as early as

“Basically, the door is still open
for the city to conduct ongoing ne-

gotiations
with the
B o a t
Club,” said
Mayor Bill
Euille. “I
wou ldn ’ t
say it was a
mistake for
the City
Council to
a p p r o v e

the use of the alley because the
restaurant agreed to pay for main-
tenance.”

THE HISTORY of Wales Alley
dates back to the earliest days of
the city in 1789, when a deed of
partition was executed between
former Alexandria Mayor John
Fitzgerald and Maryland business-
man Valentine Peers. In his ruling,
Judge McGrath suggested that any
changes to the ownership of the
alley since that time have been
“shrouded in the mists” of time,
with an overlapping history of
commercial, residential and gov

Planners give up on moving Boat Club parking lot
and rethink Waterfront Park.

Watering Down Waterfront Plan

K-9 Officer Carlos Rolon and Ajax received a Silver
Medal for their actions in subduing a fleeing suspect
on the third floor of City Hall.

More photos, page 10
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Valor Awards Loss of Virtue
City loses lawsuit challenging
private use of Wales Alley.

By Michael Lee Pope
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O
utgoing Alexandria City
Manager Jim Hartmann
has accepted a new job

as county manager of Seminole
County, Fla., re-
turning to a re-
gion where he
worked earlier in
his career. His
last day on the
job will be on
May 6, when
Budget Director
Bruce Johnson
will become in-
terim city man-
ager.

“I’ve got mixed emotions about
it,” said Hartmann, who has an
annual salary of $238,000. “It’s
sad to leave because I feel con-
nected to the organization and the

Hartmann
Heads to
Florida
Bruce Johnson
named interim
manager.

Jim
Hartmann

“I would say this is a
win-win because both
parties got something
out of this.”

— City Attorney James Banks
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Balancing the Books
As City Council heads into the final weekend before a final bud-

get vote on Monday, the fate of the controversial add-on tax re-
mains up in the air — “a coin toss” as Councilman Frank Fannon
described it at a Chamber of Commerce lunch Tuesday. The pro-
posal would tax commercial property at a higher rate than resi-
dential property as a way to raise money for transportation
projects, including construction of a dedicated lane for buses on
Beauregard Street and widening Jefferson Davis Highway at
Potomac Yard.

“It’s not fair,” said Fannon, one of two members who is solidly
against the idea. “It’s essentially creating a special-tax district for
the business community to pay for transportation, which is some-
thing that everybody uses.”

Fannon says he agrees with his colleagues on City Council that
the city needs to raise $110 million for transportation projects in
the next decade. But he disagrees that taxing commercial prop-
erty at a higher rate than residential property to make that hap-
pen. When asked if he still supported the add-on tax Tuesday
night after the City Council meeting, Vice Mayor Kerry Donley
signaled a willingness to compromise on the proposal, which he
has championed for months.

“Right now, I support getting a balanced budget passed,” said
Donley. “It’s still viable, but we are also trying to craft a unani-
mous budget.”

Last year, the budget was anything but unanimous, passing on
a five-to-two vote. Things may be different this year if council
members can come to some kind of compromise over the week-
end. Options include a reduced add-on tax or ditching the pro-
posal altogether and raising taxes on everybody.

Lawsuit on the Table
Should Alexandria file a lawsuit seeking an injunction to pre-

vent the opening of the Washington Headquarters Service, where
more than 6,000 Department of Defense workers will descend on
a transportation infrastructure incapable of handling the load?
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) seems to think a recent report of the
department’s inspector general should give the green light to court
action. In a press conference last week, Moran called on Alexan-
dria, Fairfax County and Prince William to bring a lawsuit against
the Department of Defense.

“I think we finally have the credible foundation for a legal chal-
lenge to this pending fiasco,” said Moran. “It’s one of the only
remaining options, but it’s a powerful one.”

Members of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors were the
first to deny Moran’s request. On Tuesday Lee District Supervisor
Jeff McKay issued a statement suggesting that federal law would
not give the county an opportunity to challenge the environmen-
tal assessment. Now Alexandria City Attorney Jim Banks has
acquired the services of outside counsel to determine whether or
not the city would have a fighting chance in court. Meanwhile,
Councilwoman Alicia Hughes suggested that the city should
work with the congressional delegation to persuade Congress to
delay the opening of the massive building, which is expected to
cause massive gridlock and traffic delays.

“We should be forthcoming to request that,” said Hughes. “I
hope that we will.”

All Wet in the Black
As the budget season draws to a close, City Council members

are looking for revenue in every nook and cranny at City Hall.
And they’re not ashamed of it.

Take the celebration for outgoing City Manager Jim
Hartmann, who accepted a new job as county executive in Semi-
nole County, Fla., this week. When Deputy City Manager Michele
Evans announced that city employees are invited to a reception
at City Hall next Friday afternoon, the conversation immediately
turned to sources of new revenue.

“And the dunk tank will also be outside,” joked Mayor Bill
Euille. “So citizens will have an opportunity to say their fare-
well.”

“Mr. Mayor,” interjected Councilwoman Del Pepper. “I think
that should be a fundraising opportunity to balance the budget.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

By Jeanne Theismann
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A
t Home in Alexandria, the
city’s first “village con-
cept” for aging in place
services, celebrated its offi-

cial launch April 15 with a reception
in the Meade Room of historic Christ
Church in Old Town.

“I am honored to share in the launch
of At Home in Alexandria,” said Mayor
Bill Euille. “And it’s only fitting to be
having it here at Christ Church, which
has provided an array of caring and
giving services to people in need
throughout history.”

More than 70 people attended the
event, including Christ Church rector
Pierce Klemmt, Councilman Frank
Fannon, Councilwoman Del Pepper, AHA! support-
ers T.J. Fannon, Tim Lovain and Dick Saslow and
state Sen. Patsy Ticer.

“I know firsthand that you don’t have to go very
far or get very old to realize how much we need oth-
ers in our lives,” said Ticer referring to her rehabili-
tation from a fall she suffered over the holidays. “We
are lucky to live in a place where people care about
each other and act on that caring.”

The village concept for aging-in-place services be-
gan eight years ago in Boston and has quickly grown
to more than 50 operational communities across the
nation. After more than two years of organizational

efforts, AHA! volunteers are now available to pro-
vide an array of services — transportation, light
maintenance or paperwork assistance — to seniors
enrolled in the program.

“This partnership is long overdue,” Euille said. “I
will continue to offer my personal support and the
support of City Council. We want to make sure our
residents can continue to live in our community.”

For more information, call 703-231-0824 or visit
www.athomeinalexandria.org.

At Home in Alexandria celebrates launch.

It Takes a Village

Patsy Ticer, the Rev. Pierce Klemmt and Mayor Bill
Euille at the launch of At Home in Alexandria.

Ken Hill, coordi-
nator of volun-
teer recruit-
ment, addresses
attendees at the
April 15 launch
of At Home in
Alexandria.

Photos by

Jeanne Theismann/

Gazette Packet

Dick Moose, AHA board chairman, and
John Porter.

Maggie Stauffer with  AHA executive
director L. Liddle.
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OPEN HOUSE
Join us as we show off our newly
remodeled office in Alexandria!

Food!  Refreshments!  Massages!
And pick up a Piggy Bank!

Thursday, May 5, 4-6 pm

Registration required:
Call 703-299-6565 or

email denise.robey@heimlantz.com

1775 Jamieson Avenue, Suite 210
Alexandria, VA 22314

News

See Join Rebuilding,  Page 18

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ore than 1,000 volunteers from Re-
building Together Alexandria will
participate in National Rebuilding
Day April 30, working throughout the

city to repair homes for low-income families, the eld-
erly and veterans in an effort to preserve affordable
homeownership and revitalize the Alexandria com-
munity.

“During this one day, and throughout the year, our
volunteers help make a significant difference in the
quality of life for low-income homeowners in Alex-
andria,” said RTA executive director Katharine
Medina.

With support from Freddie Mac, GenOn, Wells
Fargo and Sears, RTA volunteers will help repair,
maintain and upgrade the homes of 60 residents in
need — many of whom are veterans — as part of
the nationwide initiative that mobilizes more than
200,000 volunteers to complete 10,000 rehabilita-
tion projects in a single day.

RTA provides free home repairs and modifications
to ensure that low-income homeowners can continue

Rebuilding Together Alexandria volunteers
will repair homes for low-income families,
veterans and the elderly during National
Rebuilding Day Saturday, April 30.

Join Rebuilding Together Day

to live in warm, safe and dry homes. Since its incep-
tion in 1986, Rebuilding Together Alexandria has
worked on more than 1,300 projects throughout the
city.

“The home repair services our volunteers provide
allow homeowners to spend what limited funds they
have on food and medicine,” Medina said. “That has
a direct impact on our clients’ monthly budgets and
the quality of their lives.”

Following a kick-off event at First Baptist Church
at 8:15 a.m., teams of volunteers will make home

RTA to provide home
improvements to elderly,
low-income and veterans.
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SUMMER
INTERNSHIPS
AVAILABLE
ONLINE INTERNS
Educational internships
available for enthusias-
tic college students to
join our new website
launch team. This is an
exciting opportunity to
help develop content
and sections for our
new website, due to
launch in late spring.
Throughout the sum-
mer, we’ll be adding
specifics to our enter-
tainment and events
sections, creating spe-
cial projects and con-
tent, and exploring
new media. Internships
are unpaid, but offer
an unusual chance to
work with award-win-
ning editors while
developing first-rate
online presence.
Summer internships
require a commitment
of at least six weeks,
16-40 hours a week.
Please e-mail a state-
ment of interest and a
resume to intern-
ship@connection
newspapers.com
NEWS INTERNS
Educational opportu-
nity to work with
award-winning editors
on local new coverage,
including politics, elec-
tions, community
events, Civil War com-
memoration, local
insiders’ guides, news
feature writing and
more. Summer intern-
ships require a commit-
ment of at least six
weeks, 16-40 hours a
week. Please e-mail a
statement of interest
and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com
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Old Town Paint & Plaster
LOCAL PROFESSIONALRELIABLE PROMPT

Interior/Exterior

Plaster/Drywall

Carpentry/Trim

Pressure Washing

Whole Home Makeovers

Quality Painting

Install & Repair

Crown Moldings

Deck Maintenance

Budget Remodels

Enhancing The Value of Real Estate
Call Today!

703-683-0044
Or Email oldtownpaint@verizon.net

Spring Sale!

It costs you no more

to buy the BEST

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

Lowest Prices of the YearLowest Prices of the Year

Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Last
3

Days

News

A
n estimated 1,300 gallons leaked from a
sulfuric acid storage tank at the GenOn
plant located at 1400 N. Royal St. on
Wednesday, April 27 at 1:53 a.m., accord-

ing to the Alexandria Fire Department.
Alexandria City and Arlington County HazMat

Team members donned protective equipment, en-
tered the site and determined there was no active
leak or fumes emitting from the area.

While the leak was contained within a basin of

the storage tank, the intersection of Bashford Lane
and N. Royal Street as well as a portion of the
Mount Vernon Bike Trail behind the plant were
closed for 1 and a half hours as a precautionary
measure.

GenOn has a cleanup contractor scheduled to re-
move the product.  The cause of the leak remains
under investigation.

Fire Department officials determined that the in-
cident posed no hazard to residents.

Storage Tank Leaks at GenOn Plant
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alexandria
559,900

3 Years YOUNG! Stunning
Upgraded, 3 Level, 2 Car
Gar. unit in an IDEAL
location. 2400 s.f. Open,
Bright Floor Plan.
Hardwoods on Main
Level, Gourmet Kitchen,
3-Sided Fireplace,
Spacious Master w/Tray
Ceiling and Spa Bath,
Plenty of Storage. Close
to Shirlington, Del Ray &
Minutes from the
Pentagon.

906 W Glebe Road
Lois Scheiber

571-643-2873

Alexandria
Old Town
$589,000

Circa 1940, delightful 2
Bedroom, 1 Bath, 3
level town home w/
Family Room addition
at rear. Wood burning
fireplace, hardwood
floors and Georgetown
brick-walled patio
garden. Full, unfinished
basement ready for
your design, includes a
third of a bath.

732 South
Royal Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria
Old Town
$565,000

Handsomely updated town
home just blocks to the river.
End unit with lots of light and
private patio. Updated kitchen
with granite, glass tile back
splash, new cabs., stainless
app. & eating space. Both
baths completely updated with
designer tile and vanities. New
half bath and refinished wood
floors. Steps to restaurants,
Sport&Health, river and 2 lights
to DC. 2 garage spaces.

1015 N Pitt Street
Dawn Gurganus
571-237-6151

Alexandria
Del Ray

$497,000
$5,000 Closing Credit! 3
bedroom brick
townhouse features
beautiful newly
remodled kitchen, open
living/dining perfect for
entertaining, hardwood
floors and off street
parking. Short stroll to
Braddock Metro.

507 Luray Avenue E
Bobi Bomar and

Gretchen Wilkinson
703-927-2213
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Alexandria/Quaker Hill $269,900
Beautiful Condo with an open floor plan. Major price reduction. Great
kitchen that has friendly pass-through to dining room. Master BR
w/walk in closet. Welcoming patio entrance just steps from parking.
Luxury bath w/sep shower and jacuzzi tub. Tons of storage space.
Enjoy Pool and Pond and just min. to Metro, Old Town and 495.

1100 Quaker Hill Drive
Kerrie Price 703-901-2778
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K

Alexandria $599,000
Beautiful Cheswicke model w/3 lvl bump-out. 4 bedrooms, 3 full
& 1 half baths. Hardwood floors throughout the main level.
Outstanding kitchen w/granite counters and marble tile
backsplash. Deck and walk-out lower level patio back to the 3
acre community pond. Just blocks to the Huntington Metro.

5595 Governors Pond Cir.
Bob Bazzle  703-599-8964

Old Town
$1,439,000

Recently custom built
home on a quiet Old
Town block close to
the river front parks,
cafes and shops. 4
Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
on 3 fully finished
levels. Sensational
Kitchen/Family Room
with fireplace and
built-ins. Delightful
private bricked patio
garden.

723 South Fairfax
Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440
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Franconia/Clermont $424,000
Totally Renovated!

Everything has been done! In the last few years, the sellers have
replaced the roof, siding, windows, driveway, kitchen and baths,
flooring, added a family room with fireplace, and  landscaped this
lovely 1/4-acre lot just minutes from Old Town and the Patent Office.

4809 Poplar Drive
 Mary Hurlbut 703-980-9595

Alexandria/Stratford Landing $585,000
5 Bedroom/2.5 Bath single family home. Over 3000 sq
feet with garage, on .27 acre  landscaped fenced lot. 3
levels, hardwood floors, very large deck and basement
workshop.

6818 Yardley
Mary Smith 703-626-9207
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Alexandria $349,900
2 Bdrm/1.5 BA brick end unit townhouse with CUTE back
yard. Gleaming hardwood floors. Box bay window. End
unit with extra windows. Loads of parking. Walk to
shopping, grocery or Starbucks. Easy commute to
Pentagon, Mark Center BRAC building and DC.

2406 Dearing St.
Julie Hall 703-786-3634

South Alexandria $579,000
Walls of windows bring professionally landscaped gardens inside
this one level Stratford Landing home. Skylights & cathedral
ceilings accent an open floor plan. Almost 2,000 sq ft main level
highlighted w/ addition, refinished wood floors, fresh paint & new
bath. Lower level with cozy family room, bedroom/ full bath.

8707 Camden St.
Joni Koons 703-209-7277
Greg Koons 703-209-7678
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Lorton $899,900
The Compton model w/over 4,700 sq ft of luxurious living-
4 bedrooms, 3 full & 1 half baths. Main level master suite
w/coffered ceiling, 2 story Grand room, Gourmet kitchen/
morning room w/2 sided fireplace. Expansive deck &
concrete patio backing to wooded common area.

8721 Bitterroot Ct.
Bob Bazzle  703-599-8964
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News

From Page 1

Back to School
Class is in session. Starting this week, the Alexandria Demo-

cratic Committee is conducting a candidate school for folks who
are considering seeking office and those who want to help them.
It’s an idea that committee chairman Clark Mercer says was
inspired by the Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership at the
University of Virginia.

“It’s important to have a strong bench,” said Mercer. “It’s also
important to have diversity of candidates, and that’s one of the
things we hope to accomplish with this.”

Classes start this week at the committee’s headquarters on North
Washington Street, with former City Councilman David Speck
and Vice Mayor Kerry Donely leading the inaugural session,
which will focus on what it means to be a candidate and what
kind of time commitment is involved. Future sessions will include
sessions on outreach, communications, new media, getting out
the vote and identifying a universe of voters. And the classes aren’t
just for potential candidates but also for people who want to serve
as campaign managers or communication directors.

“Sometimes all it takes to get people to run for office or to be
involved in a campaign is to ask them,” said Mercer. “This is our
way of asking them.”

Graduation is scheduled for September —ºjust in time for a
potential special election that could be created if a sitting mem-
ber of the Alexandria City Council is elected to the Virginia state
Senate.

BRAC Attack
The Washington Headquarters Service is the gift that keeps on

giving for Arlington School Board Chairman Libby Garvey, one
of three Democrats in a primary fight to snag the Democratic
nomination for the state Senate seat vacated by the retiring Sen.
Patsy Ticer (D-30). Last month, she issued a press release blast-
ing primary rival Rob Krupicka and the rest of the Alexandria
City Council for endorsing the Mark Center site as a possible lo-
cation for the Department of Defense installation. This week
Garvey was on the BRAC attack yet again, issuing another state-
ment calling on the Alexandria City Council to file a lawsuit seek-
ing an injunction to prevent the opening of the building, which is
expected to cause massive gridlock and traffic delays.

“For transportation reasons alone, it is pure folly to charge
ahead,” said Garvey in a written statement. “Children will not be
able to get to Hammond Middle School. Patients and medical
staff will not be able to get to Alexandria Hospital.”

When asked about Garvey’s statement Tuesday night, Krupicka
said Garvey was “Monday morning quarterbacking.” He said he
wants to make sure the City Council explores every potential way
to delay the opening of the Washington Headquarters Service,
and that a lawsuit was definitely “on the table.” But he held back
on calling for one in advance of a legal analysis that will be con-
ducted for Alexandria by outside counsel.

“Libby’s right to be mad about the process,” said Krupicka. “But
she doesn’t have any obligation to listen to counsel or follow the
advice of counsel.”

Half a Quarter
As a member of the Virginia House of Delegates, Del. Adam

Ebbin (D-49) was at a distinct disadvantage in the first quarter
fundraising totals for the Democratic state Senate primary , which
were released earlier this month. For almost half of the quarter,
the General Assembly was in session and Ebbin was legally pro-
hibited from raising money.

“It’s true that the other candidates had an advantage,” said
Ebbin. “But during the session I’m so busy with legislation I don’t
have much time to think about it anyway.”

Ebbin says he supports the fundraising restrictions, even if it
put him at a disadvantage during the first quarter of 2011. If he
is successful in becoming a member of the Virginia Senate, Ebbin
says he would support other campaign finance reform such as
setting a cap for maximum donations and creating a system of
public finance.

“I would support limitations that would allow candidates to
spend more time meeting voters and less time raising money,”
said Ebbin.

— Michael Lee Pope

On the Campaign Trail

Democratic Contenders
The Del Ray Business
Association’s monthly meeting
April 18 was the site of the first
formal candidates’ forum for City
Councilman Rob Krupicka, Del.
Adam Ebbin (D-49) and Arlington
School Board member Libby
Garvey, who will face each other
Aug. 23 in the Democratic primary
election for the state senate seat
being vacated by Patsy Ticer. At
left, Ebbin, addresses the DRBA as
Krupicka and Garvey look on.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

ernment use.
“Keeping in mind that the deed which has given

rise to this litigation was executed only months af-
ter George Washington had taken his oath of office
as the first President of the United States and only
four days before the storming of the Bastille,”
McGrath wrote, “it is not surprising that there are
huge gaps in the evidentiary record.”

Fitzgerald and Peers apparently obtained the land
through some kind of joint ownership by a deed of
conveyance dated Dec. 20, 1781. When the land was
partitioned in 1789, the parties agreed to “release
and confirm” to each other specified parcels of land.
Essentially, Fitzgerald owned the north half and Peers
owned the south half. Over the years it’s been known
as Fitzgerald’s Alley, Irwin Alley and ultimately Wales
Alley.

“The alley was named for Andrew Wales,” said
Alexandria historian Ruth Lincoln Kaye. “He had a
brewery on the alley, and he sold beer here as early
as 1786.”

Because the Old Dominion is the successor to a
portion of Fitzgerald’s property, the Boat Club
brought the suit to prevent the city and Virtue from
blocking access to half of Wales Alley. Members of
the private club say they use the alley to transport
boats, which are driven on trailers, to a waterfront
parking lot where they are launched into the
Potomac River.

“ODBC use of Wales Alley has been constant and
uninterrupted from at least Dec. 4, 1935, and longer
by its predecessors in title,” wrote Boat Club attor-
ney Harry Hart in the complaint, “as such, it has a
vested easement of way in Wales Alley that is differ-
ent in kind from that of the general public.”

Back in the spring of 1970, a business known as
Dockside Sales erected two wooden fences that

blocked the use of Wales Alley from Union Street to
the Stand. City Hall responded by sending a letter to
the business complaining that the fences needed ap-
proval from the Board of Architectural Review even
though they were “on property belonging to Dockside
Sales.” The board eventually approved of the fences
on May 13, 1970. The Boat Club responded by seek-
ing an injunction against Dockside Sales.

“Wales Alley has been an established public way in
constant and uninterrupted use by the public and the
complainant’s predecessors in title for more than 65
years,” the Boat Club wrote in a court finding from
1971.

A relative peace was reached in Wales Alley after
that, although some of the legal questions about who
owned the alley seem to have been unresolved. In
1990, the city paved Wales Alley and installed “No
Parking” signs. A public street sign was erected, pot
holes were repaired and snow was cleared — all on
the city’s dime. That caused McGrath to reject the
Boat Club’s claim to part of the alley.

“There is nothing in the evidence which would show
clearly or otherwise that ODBC and its predecessors
in title had taken or permitted any action or entered
into any contract which would indicate that they had
‘dedicated’ their right to a 30-foot right of way over
Wales Alley,” he concluded.

But the judge also concluded that the club did have
a right to use the public alley to get its boats to the
waterfront parking lot, which is incidentally at the
center of negotiations between the city and the Boat
Club that could influence the direction of a small-
area plan. The April 22 ruling also notes that because
the alley has been in public use for more than 200
years, it should be considered as having been dedi-
cated by “long public use.”

So what happens now?
“We’re looking at our options,” said Banks.

City Steps Too Far in Alley

Virtue Feed
and Grain
wanted to use
half of Wales
Alley for out-
door seating,
but then a
Circuit Court
judge said the
city could not
obstruct the
ability of the
Old Dominion
Boat Club to
use the public
street.

Alexandria Department of Planning and Zoning
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S
erviceMaster of Alexandria, a disas-
ter recovery company serving
Northern Virginia, Ft. Washington,
Md. and Washington D.C., cel-

ebrated its 25th anniversary on Saturday,
April 9, at the Hotel Monaco in Old Town.
Owners Jane and Greg Gandee gathered
with 72 employees and guests to commemo-
rate the occasion and recognize the out-
standing achievements of employees.

Located on Richmond Highway,
ServiceMaster of Alexandria was the model
for the Quality Restoration Vendor (QRV)
Program that determines standards of ex-
cellence for ServiceMaster franchises na-
tionwide.  ServiceMaster of Alexandria was
first on the scene during the Sept. 11 at-
tacks at the Pentagon and is the regional
area manager responsible for organizing all
local franchises in the event of a cata-
strophic loss.

“Every job is an opportunity to serve oth-
ers,” Jane Gandee said. “To provide peace
of mind during an otherwise traumatic
event — what could be more rewarding?”

ServiceMaster of Alexandria own-
ers Jane and Greg Gandee cel-
ebrated the company’s 25th anni-
versary April 9 at the Hotel Mo-
naco in Old Town.

ServiceMaster employees were recognized for their accomplishments at
the company’s 25th anniversary celebration April 9.

ServiceMaster Celebrates 25 Years
Employees honored for outstanding service.

Courtesy photos

Restaurant owner
Mike Anderson with
the plans for com-
pleting his three
restaurants on the
corner of Oxford
and Mt. Vernon
Avenues within the
next 30 days. A pork
barbeque, sushi bar
and Asian restau-
rant are to be the
featured attractions
at the new venue.

Getting Ready

Photo by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet

By Shirley J. Gregory

For the Gazette Packet

A
s heating costs rise, many
homeowners are exploring al-
ternatives that will not only im-

prove interior climate control, but also
conserve natural resources. Even if they
reluctantly inch the thermostat higher as
the winter grows colder, their homes re-
main cold. In addition they endure dis-
comforts such as walls cold to the touch,
“sweating” windows, and air seepage
around window air conditioner units,
windows, and doors. Winter rains and a
wintry mix leaves icicles handing from
the eaves. There are hidden energy wast-
ers, as well, that might surprise
homeowners, but are easily fixed when
identified.

On Saturday, April 30, from noon to 3
p.m., homeowners
will learn about
the holistic ap-
proach to energy
conservation at
the free second
open house at
1714 Preston
Road in
Parkfairfax, Alex-
andria, presented
by the Energy Re-
source Manage-
ment Construction
Company (ERM).
Charles Juris,
ERM owner, and
his energy solu-
tions partners
have made it their

mission to help consumers understand
their energy conservation options.

The open house for Energy House One
in Oakton in October 2010 demonstrated
energy conservation for a large home. It
utilized elaborate systems of geothermal
and solar energy technology, and in-
cluded five heating zones. Energy House
Two will demonstrate how energy con-
servation renovations can be cost-effec-
tive in small homes, too.

The subject of Energy House Two is a
condominium at 1714 Preston Road that
exhibited all the signs of energy ineffi-
ciency until Juris and his Energy House
solutions partners revamped it.

Parkfairfax units were built in 1941
during World War II to house the grow-
ing number of government workers
needed to support the Pentagon in the
war effort. Located in historic Alexandria,
the buildings reflect the colonial revival
mode in design. The 14 streets in the
complex are named for people or places
associated with 18th-century Virginia,
such as Martha Custis Drive and Gunston

See Focusing,  Page 9

A Mitsubishi mini split heating and cooling system
serves the home — one in the living room and here
in the dining room.

Renovation
transforms cold
small residence.

‘Energy House Two’
Condo owner Janet Cashion with Jim Nicolson of Tech Painting.
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Road. (Read more
about the history of
ParkFairfax at http:/
/alexandriava.gov/
uploadedfiles/his-
t o r i c / h a q /
haqspr97.pdf.)

The Metropolitan
Life Insurance Com-
pany of New York
purchased 201.7
acres on the western
edge of the City of
Alexandria, and
built 286 buildings
containing 720 one-bedroom, 863
two-bedroom and 101 three-bed-
room apartments. The 15 differ-
ent floor plans were renamed for
American presidents, such as a
three-bedroom unit was named a
“Van Buren.” Energy House Two
is a one-bedroom condo laid out
in the Monroe floor plan.

Although the standards of living
had greatly improved from the
preceding era, “Construction prac-
tices in the 1940s were very dif-
ferent than today,” said Juris.
“Wood and steel were in great de-
mand for military use, therefore,
these buildings were constructed
without using studs, and without
installation in the walls. That is
partially responsible for the heat-
ing problems faced by most
Parkfairfax residents.”

When Parkfairfax condominium
owners Ron and Janet Cashion
toured Energy House One, they
decided they wanted to implement
some of those conservation prin-
ciples in their home — moderniz-
ing it without losing its charm.
They asked for a “holistic energy
review,” and acted upon the rec-
ommendations. Then they agreed
to open their unit for the Energy
House Two tour because they were
so pleased with the results, and
wanted other Parkfairfax
homeowners to find out how to
increase the energy efficiency of
their homes without emptying
their pocketbooks. Not only is their
tenant more comfortable, her
heating costs are 30-50  percent
below this time last year.

Both small and large energy
renovation projects require a thor-
ough basement to attic investiga-
tion of the home to pinpoint heat
lost through walls and attics, and,
around windows and doors using
electronic detective equipment.
Energy “vampires” and inefficient
appliances are identified with use
of the Google Power Meter, Energy
Aware. With these assessments a
personalized renovation plan can
be implemented with the

homeowner’s budget in mind.
The “holistic energy review” pro-

vided by ERM for Energy House
Two in Parkfairfax, while focused
on energy, also took into consid-
eration health, safety, functional-
ity, and aesthetics. The unit is a
one-bedroom condominium lo-
cated on the third floor of one of
the main buildings. The unit is
approximately 800 square feet,
with five separate electric heaters
located in the downstairs hallway,
the kitchen, the bathroom, the liv-
ing room, and the bedroom. It also
has an attic.

The energy conservation reno-
vation included an interactive
home energy system that monitors
energy usage, coordinates, and
reports on heating and cooling
systems in each room, and pro-
vides a complete energy-efficient
lighting scheme. There are two
heating and cooling zones, in the
bedroom and living room using a
Climate Master MiniSplits ar-
rangement. The condo unit was
weatherized with an additional 16
inches of cellulose installation in
the attic, a new front door with a
better seal against the weather,
weather stripping around the
storm door, caulking around all
windows, sealing the baseboard,
and energy efficient light bulbs
throughout. “Green” VOC paint
and stairwell carpeting and a wa-
ter management system, com-
pleted the transformation.

Juris believes that consumers
need not suffer cold houses nor
high energy costs, whether their
homes are large or small. Energy
House tours were designed to il-
lustrate that there is a solution for
every homeowner, for every pock-
etbook.

The first Energy House Two
open house was toured by more
than 200 visitors. Tickets for the
final open house are available first-
come-first serve at
www.Energyhouse.us. For more
information, contact Charles Juris
at 571-269-4383.

Focusing on Energy

A Google Power Meter uncovers en-
ergy inefficiencies.



10  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 28 - May 4, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

From Page 1

community, but I’m also looking for-
ward to taking advantage of this new op-
portunity.”

Hartman announced his intention to
step down back in January after six years
serving as chief executive for the city
government. A native of Berkley, Calif.,
Hartmann served eight years in the Coast
Guard before earning a bachelor’s degree
and a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration from the University of Central
Florida. He started his career in govern-
ment as a college intern for the Orange
County, Fla., working his way up to be-
come division director of administrative
support. From there, he took a position
as county administrator at Eagle County,

Colo., then took another position as county
administrator in Spartanburg, S.C., before
coming to Alexandria.

“Seminole is an urban county,” said
Hartmann. “And [there] are lots of issues
I’d like to tackle there like rail and fiscal
issues.”

City Council has assembled three focus
groups to select a new city manager in a
national search. The first group is a citizen-
advisory panel nominated by council mem-
bers. The second focus group will include a
variety of city employees. Rounding out the
trio is a panel of employees nominated by
department heads. An executive recruiter
will develop a job profile and recommend
which publications should be selected for
placing advertisements.

“I know that each of you joins me in ex-

pressing appreciation to our city manager
for his outstanding service to the city,”
Mayor Bill Euille wrote in a memorandum
to City Council members outlining a
timeline for selecting the new city manager.

Seminole County Chairwoman Brenda
Carey said Hartmann was unanimously
ranked first among the five potential can-
didates who were selected, and he was the
unanimous choice of the Seminole County
Commission. Hartmann negotiated a
$175,000 salary over the weekend, and the
commission voted unanimously to accept
the contract Tuesday.

“We can’t wait for him to get here,” said
Carey, adding that Hartman is expected to
start before the end of June. “We feel that
he’ll add a fresh perspective and a diverse
set of experiences.”

Hartmann Heads to Florida Meet the Interim
Budget Director Bruce

Johnson has worked for the
city since October 2003, ini-
tially serving as director of
the Office of Management
and Budget before being
promoted to chief financial
officer in February 2009.
Previously, he spent 27
years working for the fed-
eral government as budget
director for the United States courts and in staff
positions for the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget, the U.S. General Accounting Office, the
U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Bu-
reau of Census.

He and his wife have lived in Alexandria for
30 years, raising three children who have all
graduated from T.C. Williams High School.
Johnson received a law degree and master’s de-
gree in public policy from Duke University and
a bachelor’s degree in government from
Harvard University.

He was selected for the interim role in part
because he is not a candidate for the permanent
job of city manager.

M
ore than 325 people gath-
ered April 26 to honor the
heroism and exemplary acts
of bravery of 23 of

Alexandria’s police, fire and sheriff’s depart-
ment personnel at the Chamber of
Commerce’s 25th Annual Public Safety
Valor Awards.

Police K-9 officer Carlos Rolan and
sheriff’s deputy Teneka King were recipi-
ents of the Silver Medal, the highest award
given at the luncheon that was held at the
Mark Center Hilton.

ABC7/WJLA chief meteorologist Doug
Hill served as master of ceremonies for the
event and Callie Terrell, a retiree from the
Alexandria fire department, sang the na-
tional anthem and closed the program with
“The Wind Beneath My Wings” as a tribute
to all of the city’s public safety workers.

— Jeanne Theismann

Public safety personnel
honored for heroism.

Chamber Presents 25th Annual Valor Awards

The Combined Public Service Honor Guard
presents the colors.

AFD Captain Thurston McClain introduces Assistant
Fire Chief Andrew Snead to his visiting nephew, Detroit
Lions wide receiver Derrick Williams.

The 2011 Chamber of
Commerce Valor Awardees

gather for a photo with
Chamber president Tina
Leone, Fire Chief Adam
Thiel, Police Chief Earl

Cook, Sheriff Dana
Lawhorne, City Manager

James Hartmann and
awards narrator ABC7/

WJLA-TV chief meteorolo-
gist Doug Hill.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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T
he vision of
Alexandria’s commu-
nity leaders was cel-
ebrated March 17 at a

reception honoring the 2011 class
of Living Legends. Held at the Patent
and Trademark Office, more than
250 people turned out to meet this
year’s honorees, including 30 past
and present recipients of the award.

“This is truly the fulfillment of a
vision,” said Living legends
founder Nina Tisara, whose por-
traits of the Legends are on dis-
play in the Market Square lobby
at City Hall. “As someone said to
me, ‘I think you’ve gone viral.’”

Now in its fourth year, Living
Legends of Alexandria is an ongo-
ing 501(c)(3) photo-documentary
project to identify, honor and
chronicle Alexandria’s Living Leg-
ends.  This year’s 12 honorees in-
clude Mollie Abraham, Lynnwood
Campbell, William Clayton, H.
Stewart Dunn, Timothy S. Elliott,
Jon Liss, Peter Lunt, Don Mela,
Fran and Gant Redmon, Carlyle C.
Connie Ring, Jack Taylor and Jo-
seph F. Viar, Jr.

For the first time, the Legends
biographies on display are both in
English and Spanish and Tisara
hopes to see more nominees from
the Latino community.

“We have so many wonderful

leaders in the Latino community,”
Tisara said. “Their work needs to
be recognized and honored.”

Tisara is working to launch a
Family Legends project in partner-
ship with local school history and
photography departments.

“If someone tells me I can’t do
something, I’m going to go out and
do it,” Tisara laughed. “I’m glad
I’ve lived to see it this far and hope
I’m around to see it continue to
grow.”

Living Legends of 2011 Honored

Living Legends nominees include, first row,  Joe Viar, William E. Clayton, Lynn Abram and Laura Abraham represent-
ing Mollie Abraham, June Campagna Geoffray, Timothy S. Elliott, Richard R. G. Hobson, Jon Liss, Virginia Voght
Rocen, H. Stewart Dunn, Jr., Marga Fripp;  second row,  Donald Ferdinand Mela, Joann Miller, F. J. Pepper, Fran and
Gant Redmon, Carlyle C. Ring, Jr., Zachary Moore representing Lynnwood Campbell, Jack Taylor and Peter Lunt.  Not
pictured are nominees Michael A. Conner, Sr., Harvey L. Gray, Barbara Borchers Lynch, Nancy Lavalle Underwood and
Betty Doss Ward.
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Taylor Run
CALIFORNIA TRIP

Larry and Sandy Wiener went to California for a family Pass-
over celebration.

EGG HUNT
Grace and David Lawson gave a very tasty brunch after the

annual Park Road Egg Hunt, for Easter. Janet and David
Beckmann came, as did Lynn Hampton and Denny Ault, Joe
Erber, and Luke and Hope Lawson.

PLAY RECALLED
I was fascinated to see that there is a movie playing about

Mary Surratt because I took part in a play about that sad inci-
dent many years ago. No, I was not Mary Surratt. As a matter
of fact she did not appear in the play. I was the wife of the
judge who was asked for the habeas corpus writ in the middle
of the night. The play was called “Most Precious Writ” and it
was about the lack of judicial procedure which resulted in the
hanging of Mary Surratt. I became interested in her and did
some research; it was fascinating to learn that she attended
St. Mary’s School here in Alexandria, although she lived in
Maryland. The history of the writ of habeas corpus goes all the
way back to Magna Carta. My personal opinion was that her
hanging was wrongful, but that’s rather an ex post facto opin-
ion.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhood
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$
34.50: That’s what I estimate I spent
this past weekend on five full trips
the entire length of the Dulles Toll
Road and the Greenway, plus an

additional trip on the Dulles Toll from the
Beltway to Hunter Mill Road and back. (Re-
member when you could buy a tank of gas for
that?)

Almost all of that money, at least $22.50,
went to the private owners of the Greenway,
contributing not one penny to rail or any other
local infrastructure. I don’t mind the
$12 that might help pay for rail nearly
as much.

How will the design of the Metro
stop at Dulles Airport affect its use?

Research demonstrates, along with common
sense, that the more convenient transit is, (fre-
quency, proximity, continuity) the more people
use it. It also has to be clean and safe, but we’re
going to assume those features will be in-
cluded.

We’ve planned for decades (Dulles opened
in 1962) not for rail to Tysons or for rail to
Reston, but for rail to Dulles, to serve a por-
tion of the 24 million passengers a year that
fly through the airport; eventually the num-
ber of passengers could more than double.

Saving $330 million is a worthy goal, the
amount extra that putting the Dulles stop un-
derground would cost. Making the rail easy to
use is also important. The fact that drivers on

the Dulles Toll Road pay for a significant por-
tion of construction of the rail line adds to the
controversy.

There might be more than one way to
shorten the walk from getting off Metro to the
terminal (where we know that there are more
trains, shuttles, corridors and escalators wait-
ing). Perhaps an above ground station could
be designed on the current hourly parking lot,
conveniently a hop, skip and a jump into the
terminal. Let the people who drive walk a few

extra minutes instead.
Sharon Bulova, chairman of the

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors,
demonstrated that the walk from the

above ground station to the terminal would
be four-to-seven minutes. We know that navi-
gating once inside the terminal also takes time.

Meanwhile, we need more scrutiny and in-
tellectual power on the tolls we already pay
and the tolls that are coming, and how those
could be used to advance transportation for
everyone.

No entity, private or government, should
collect tolls without displaying clearly how
much they are charging. It’s not easy to figure
out what you spend using your EasyPass tran-
sponder. At least on the Dulles Toll Road, there
are signs letting you know what you are pay-
ing. No such luck on the Greenway. It might
be good for everyone who uses it to have one
day a year (not the same day please) when

they must pay by cash, just as a reminder of
how much money it is.

Construction continues on the high occu-
pancy toll lanes on the Beltway, where again,
a private company will collect 100 percent of
the tolls for at least 50 years, and the cost of
one trip from near the American Legion Bridge
to the Mixing Bowl in the HOT-lanes (remem-
ber, T for toll) could be as much as $12. This is
for infrastructure built on public property.

There are benefits to the construction of the
HOT-lanes including rebuilding dozens of ag-
ing bridges over and around the Beltway. But
the state could have paid for the project with
bonds based on tolls. Or the contract could
have required revenue sharing.

As Virginia seems intent on going forward
with HOT-lanes on 395-95, pubic officials owe
Northern Virginia commuters better represen-
tation.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com; on

Twitter, @marykimm

Send in
Mother’s Day Photos

The Gazette will print a gallery of Mother’s
Day photos, email in your pictures to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Be sure
to identify everyone in the photo and let us
know when and where it was taken.

Tolls, Rail, Ridership
Why do private companies collect biggest tolls?

Editorials

‘Wish List’
Development
To the Editor:

Periodically, the government of
Alexandria, after some efforts to
establish that they speak for the

majority of the voters, puts to-
gether a wish list for “improve-
ments” to the waterfront. Many
would be costly to build and main-
tain. Since the majority of the vot-
ers want someone else to pay for
these items, the list includes com-
mercial projects the public might

tolerate to pick up the capital and
operating and maintenance costs
of the “improvements.” (The ma-
jority of voters do not pay com-
mercial taxes.) The wish list is then
christened a development plan.

This decade’s plan is particularly
absurd. The items to be tolerated

are hotels (which were banned on
previous wish lists) and restau-
rants.

As with most real estate trans-
actions, the most important con-
siderations developers have are
location, location and location.
Most new hotel developments are
located within walking distance of
new trip generators such as large
government offices, court houses,
convention centers and associa-
tion conference centers which at-
tract business trips by out-of-
towners. A special case for such
business hotel locations is one
within an easy walk of a transpor-
tation system that serves a mas-
sive government office market.

Some new hotel developments
are located adjacent to new, con-
centrated vacation attractions
such as Disneyland, ski and beach
resorts where people will spend
several days. (If the attractions are
spread out, motel operations on
cheap land will likely beat out ho-
tels.)

A few new hotels will be built
as self-supporting resorts provid-
ing proprietary attractions on the
cheapest (out-of-town) land avail-
able.

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 14
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More than 100 protestors walked quietly along the bike path for a rally and candle-
light vigil on Sunday, April 17 at the GenOn Potomac River Coal Plant. Rev. Bob
Edgar, president and CEO of Common Cause, Bill McKibben of 350.org and Mike
Tidwell of the Chesapeake Climate Action Network spoke to the gathering. The
protestors came in support of the efforts of Alexandria residents to close down the
61-year-old coal burning plant.

Candlelight Vigil
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Mt. Vernon/Alexandria
703-765-0142

Old Town/Alexandria
703-786-6583

$79
May/June/July

Joining Fee
may apply

offer valid for
New Students

Expires May 31, 2011

RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL
RICHARD
CARROLL

1600 Belle View Blvd.
Belle View Shopping Center

703-412-6066

THIS COW CAN BE YOURS FOR $499

New
Spring
Arrivals

SALE
30% Off

14kt Designer & Bridal Jewelry

Pashmina Scarves
Murano Jewelry

Handbags
Slippers

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2009 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

**Based on A.M. Best written premium. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Fire and Casualty Company - Bloomington, IL; State Farm General

Insurance Company – Bloomington, IL; State Farm Lloyds – Dallas, TX .

Chris Umbel, Agent
50 South Pickett Street
Alexandria, VA 22304
Bus: 703-751-4404
chris.umbel.puyw@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

1005002

Protect: Your car.
Your house.
Your bank account.

2
3

1

Save an average of $696*
Protect yourself with America’s #1
car and home insurance company**.
Give me a call and start saving today.

Opinion

See World Class,  Page 14

By William D. Euille

Mayor, City of Alexandria

W
hen the City first
embarked on the
Waterfront Small
Area Plan two

years ago, the clear and univer-
sal goal was to create a water-
front for everyone. The vision
that emerged through the public
process was to not only maintain what’s left
of Alexandria’s authentic and unique his-
tory on the waterfront but to greatly en-
hance it; to create continuous access to the
water’s edge; to create new parks and pub-
lic spaces, museums or other cultural ac-
tivities; and add things for families to do.
The primary themes would be history, art,
boating and enjoyment of the waterfront.
And importantly, the plan would have to
be economically sustainable for a small City
with major budget demands for fire stations,
schools and transit.

Right now, on a beautiful spring day, you
can find lots of people milling about at the
foot of King Street, looking for something
to do, but almost no one in the large and
green Waterfront Park, just a half block
away. Continuous access to the water is in-
terrupted in key places by warehouses and

parking lots. The
shoreline floods,
especially at the
foot of King

Street. The community has cre-
ated a vision of something bet-
ter, and the City Council has a re-
sponsibility to implement it in a
way that is economically sustain-
able.

My purpose is to correct the
many misconceptions concerning what is
actually proposed.

The Plan is primarily a park and
public space plan. It adds new public
space totaling almost 5 acres — land that
is now parking lots, street ends, buildings
and private industrial piers — the equiva-
lent of 5 new Market Squares. Those public
spaces will have activities such as a skating
rink, museum, people-watching, play areas,
fountains, kayak rental, outdoor movies,
market and others that are family-oriented
and low impact. And it will dramatically im-
prove access to the water’s edge.

New development is proposed for
three sites with existing non-historic
warehouses that can redevelop now,
without a Plan. The sites are allowed,
by current zoning, to build up to 650,000
square feet of new development. The Plan

would increase that amount by about
160,000 square feet, which amounts to
about 2 percent more than existing devel-
opment at the waterfront, and is an amount
that has been found acceptable by the Na-
tional Park Service. The plan adds impor-
tant new guidelines for developer contri-
butions to waterfront improvements that
will benefit all visitors and keeps heights at
or below nearby buildings. It’s a far cry from
the 7 million square feet and 4,000 hotel
rooms planned for National Harbor.

Hotels are a good use for the wa-
terfront, because they are low impact,
welcome the public, and pay for the park
improvements and activities that people
have asked for. They are low impact in terms
of traffic and parking, need for services, and
noise. Most of the recent development on
the waterfront has been private residential
communities, and these can be very attrac-
tive, but people who have purchased resi-
dences on waterfronts tend to oppose pub-
lic uses and activity in their front yards.

Waterfront hotels would not be concen-
trated at the foot of King: almost half of
the hotel space could be at the Robinson
Terminal North property, about 6 blocks
away from the next nearest other hotel. The
hotels proposed would increase the percent-
age of hotel in the Waterfront area from 3

percent to 6 percent. Hotel rooms contrib-
ute — in net tax revenue — about six times
what housing does, and these are revenues
that would be available to pay for the new
parks and other amenities in the Plan.

Only one new restaurant is specifi-
cally proposed in the Plan — the Beach-
comber. Restaurants are permitted by the
current zoning and are one of the potential
ground floor uses in new development.
Many of the Alexandrians participating in
the planning effort specifically requested
additional waterfront and outdoor dining
opportunities. The Plan includes a rigorous
public review process for new hotels and
restaurants, to make sure the individual and
cumulative impacts of each new business
are fully addressed

Solving most of the frequent flood-
ing is a key element in the Plan, and
is in the first phase of implementation.
There are two elements: the first will
slightly raise the foot of King Street at the
Strand and Union, which will reduce the
most frequent nuisance flooding by 90 per-
cent and could be completed independently.
The second element adds additional pro-
tections with a series of low walls and flood
gates that are attractively integrated into

Time To Create World-Class Waterfront
From the

Mayor

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite
snapshots of you with your Mom and The Alexandria Gazette
Packet will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure
to include some information about what’s going on in the
photo, plus your name and phone number and town of resi-
dence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

photoAX@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:
The Alexandria Gazette Packet,

“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything
irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Opinion

See Letters,  Page 30

From Page 13

World Class

the waterfront park landscape and
protect against the average 10-year
flood.

Waterfront redevelopment
will not be connected to the
combined sanitary/storm sewer
system. The redevelopment sites are
served by a 42” sewer interceptor that
runs through the east edge of Old
Town and directly to the sewage treat-
ment plant. None of the sewage will
go into the combined system that oc-
casionally overflows.

The Plan emphasizes the cre-
ation of a southern cultural an-
chor to balance the Torpedo Factory’s
function as an arts anchor, and calls
for $3.6 million of City funding that
could be used for a variety of activi-
ties — a new cultural or history build-
ing, a maritime museum, history cen-
ter, relocated or expanded archaeol-
ogy museum, permanently moored
ship of character, the Seaport Foun-
dation, and uses in the restored his-
toric warehouses at the Strand. The
Plan permits, but does not require,
museums at Robinson Terminal North
or South and does not envision the
taking or purchase of either site by the
City, which would add many millions
of dollars to the City’s budget, elimi-
nate a potential source of contribu-
tions to other public benefits, and add
to traffic congestion.

The parking strategy recom-
mended by the Plan is already
being implemented. Many people
don’t know there are about 700 park-
ing garage spaces going unused —
even on busy weekends — and that’s
a problem we can solve. Better signage
directing visitors to garages, new park-
ing meters and stricter enforcement
are three of the parking improvement
initiatives already under way. In ad-
dition, a parking implementation plan
will create specific triggers to ensure
that all new development is ad-
equately parked before it can be ap-
proved.

The Plan is supported by many
of the City’s volunteer boards
and commissions that represent
varied interests across the en-
tire City. The Waterfront Committee,
the Parks and Recreation Commission,
the Historic Alexandria Resources
Commission, the Alexandria Archae-
ology Commission, the Alexandria
Economic Development Partnership,
and the Alexandria Convention and
Visitors Association have endorsed all
or parts of this Plan. The Alexandria
Commission on the Arts is due to vote
later this month, but many members
have indicated support for the signifi-
cant public art proposed in the Plan.
The Plan has also received consider-
able support from individual commu-
nity members.

Alexandria does not want to be like

Hotel developers will look first for new
trip generators which they can serve from
an ideal location — but there are other con-
siderations. Most developers avoid flood
plains and locations where the water table
precludes basements for parking and ser-
vice areas. Wise developers look elsewhere
when a particular area’s government trum-
pets that a hotel will pay for everything on
the community’s wish lists.

There has been no suggestion that there
will be a demand for over 600 additional
hotel rooms in Alexandria over the coming
decades. In the unlikely event that such a
demand would materialize, it is doubtful
hotels to serve it would be located on the
waterfront. If, in the imaginable future, the
waterfront attracts hundreds of additional
overnight visitors, developers will look for
land near supporting commercial opera-
tions and land that will allow significant
subterranean space. The locations for ho-
tels in the current plan are not rational.

The concept of taxes on new restaurants
covering part of the cost of the “improve-
ments” should be subjected to a similar
analysis. There is no reason to expect that
many hundreds of additional visitors will
consume restaurant meals almost every day
so as to support the equivalent of 11 addi-
tional restaurants — or that existing num-
bers of locals and visitors to the waterfront
will consume twice as many restaurant
meals every day as they do now.

In our dynamic city, entrepreneurs with
great chefs, ambiance designers, or food
preparation concepts may certainly open 11
new restaurants in the next decade. Just as
surely, in areas such as ours that have
reached their desired maximum population
density, there will be a comparable number
of closures.

Why the dance every decade or so? Is it
just to establish that elected officials are
active on our behalf?

Robert J. Riker
Alexandria

So-Called
Frontrunner
To the Editor:

Michael Pope’s designation of one candi-
date as the frontrunner in the race for the
State Senate seat in the 30th district was
based on money raised and in-kind contri-
butions.  Now, for the rest of the story.

Del. Adam Ebbin actually brought in
money at a faster rate than either of his two
opponents and his combined total resources
match, if not exceed, the so-called
frontrunner’s.  Unmentioned in Pope’s piece
was that state law prevented Adam from
raising any funds while the legislature was
in session, giving his opponents a two
month head start.  On top of that, both of
his opponents started raising money for
their campaigns before Sen. Patsy Ticer
announced that she would not run for re-
election, which many view as less than ap-
propriate.

Money is certainly an important compo-
nent to political campaigns, but when the

Ready for Gala
Members of the Scholarship Fund of Alexandria’s Gala Committee
have been meeting often to prepare for the 25th Anniversary Spring
Gala to be held Saturday, April 30, at the Alexandria Hilton Mark
Center. The Gala features a live band, sit-down dinner, silent auc-
tion, and more. Above, some Scholarship Fund Gala Committee
members at a recent meeting: (Seated, from left) Laura Cassidy, Ann
Jameson, Stephanie Clayton, Gala Co-Chairs Jean Niebauer and
Kathy Conrad, Loti Dunn and Anuja Minor; (standing, from left)
Scholarship Fund Executive Director Susan Yowell, Art Schmalz,
Dwight Dunton, Caitlin Runyon, Deborah Ellsworth, Priscilla
Goodwin, Tim Elliott, Beth Lovain, Shannon Watson, Terese Wilson,
Lisa Zickar and Beth Tuttle.

numbers are fairly close between the top
two candidates, it makes no sense to anoint
a frontrunner on that basis alone.  Past
achievements, an assessment of how the
candidates are doing on the campaign trail,
and how the issues the public cares about
relate to the candidates are also critical fac-
tors in my view.

In this case, as Pope’s article makes clear,
the “frontrunner” has BRAC baggage that
neither of Adam’s opponents do.  Moreover,
only Adam has eight years of effective ex-
perience working in Richmond; is deeply
appreciated throughout the state for hav-
ing raised over $200,000 for other Demo-
crats to help fight for a blue Virginia; and
has built the relationships that will benefit
Alexandria and the 30th district from Day
One!

The bottom line is, given the rest of the
story, my (figurative) bet is on Adam Ebbin.
He’s my kind of “underdog.”

Paul Friedman
Alexandria

Assault on
Small Business
To the Editor:

Next week the city council will vote on
the commercial add-on-tax. The proposed
tax is 12.5 cents higher than the rate for all
properties, and along with the average in-
crease in commercial property assessments
could mean a 20 percent increase in the

commercial property tax. The allowable rate
will go up to 25 cents per $1,000 of assess-
ment in 2013 meaning there could be an
additional commercial add-on -tax in just a
couple years. To me, this means the end of
doing business in Alexandria.

I have owned a commercial building that
I bought in 1995 in which to put my busi-
ness, and even though I have moved my
business to a larger location down the
street, I still own the commercial property.
I pay all of the property taxes on the build-
ing I own to help the small business I lease
to, and I pay a high market rent at the build-
ing I lease, so my investment is affected as
well as my business. If the city enacts the
add-on tax I will close my business that I
have had for 21 years. I have also lived here
for 31 years. There has been a drastic de-
crease in sales in the last few years, and I
can’t cut employees because I have no em-
ployees, as I can’t afford the overhead. Al-
exandria will lose a retailer with a unique
commodity and national recognition, who
has been featured in many nationwide pub-
lications.

I am sure I am not the only retailer with
this problem. I remember when Alexandria
used to be filled with interesting mom and
pop stores, and people shopping looking for
interesting and unique things. What will
replace me if I am pushed out? I think the
only businesses that will be able to afford
Old Town will be retail chains, or businesses
that are supported with multiple locations,

See World Class,  Page 33
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Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Knock Out Roses
& Encore Azaleas 14.99

Perennials Over 100 Varieties
Herbs Over 100 Varieties

Hostas 100 varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6"-12')

$9.99 & Up

30% OFF

Impatiens
97¢

Reg. 1.89

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae &

Leyland Cypress

25% OFF

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.
Fill Dirt

$19.99 cu. yd.
Shredded

Hardwood Mulch

$2.99  2cu. ft.
$3.49  3cu. ft.

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

606 Upland Place A Magnificent Property $1,350,000 This is a rare opportunity to
own a home that backs to the
Masonic Temple. This stunning
Custom Home has been taste-
fully renovated and remodeled
& is in one of Alexandria’s most
prestigious neighborhoods.
The home includes a gourmet
kitchen with granite counter-
tops & cherry cabinets, Butler’s
pantry with a wet bar, a spiral
staircase leading to a loft, for-
mal living and dining rooms,
den/study/office, updated
baths with Jacuzzi tub and
steam shower, 2-car side-load
garage, and much more.
Walk to King Street metro.
Call Kevin @ 703-509-5804
for more info and to arrange
a private showing.

Kevin Plunkett
Associate Broker
703-778-7719(d) • 703-922-4348(h)
kevinp@mris.comAccent Homes

From Page 4

News

improvements such as repairing windows and
doors, replacing cabinets, installing grab bars and
safety rails, painting, doing yard work, installing
smoke detectors and weatherizing at no cost to the
homeowners.

“This year some of our clients include a couple —
84 and 92 years old — living in their home for 52
years,” Medina said. “He had a stroke 30 years ago
which left him in a wheelchair. We also have a 50-
year-old single man living in his boyhood home who

has kidney/renal failure, requiring him to do dialy-
sis, and a 57-year-old musician and single father of a
15-year-old boy who recently suffered a stroke and
is unable to work.”

Rebuilding Together is the nation’s leading non-
profit organization working to preserve affordable
homeownership and revitalize neighborhoods by pro-
viding extensive rehabilitation and modification ser-
vices to those in need at no cost to those served. For
more information, visit
www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org.

Join Rebuilding Together Day
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Stoppard Comedy Sends Up Mysteries & Critics
MetroStage
offers “The Real
Inspector Hound.”

Theater

Where & When
“The Real Inspector Hound”

plays at MetroStage, 1201 North
Royal Street, Alexandria, through
May 29. Performances are Thurs-
day - Friday at 8 p.m. Saturday at
5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Sunday at 3
p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $45 -
$50 with student tickets available
at $25. Call (800) 494-8497 or log
on to www.metrostage.org.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
he life of a theater critic can
sometimes be a strange
thing as evidenced by this

Saturday when I attended two
shows to review. One was a musical
about two young men writing a
musical about two young men writ-
ing a musical. The other one found
me watching a show and taking
notes for a review of a show about
theater critics watching a show and
taking notes for a review. The musi-
cal was “[title of show]” currently
playing at the Little Theatre of Al-
exandria. The other was “The Real
Inspector Hound,” which opened at
MetroStage, on North Royal Street.

MetroStage has a superb cast for
its highly enjoyable send up of both
the English whodunit mysteries, like
the ones Agatha Christie is so fa-
mous for writing, and of the preten-
sions of certain theater critics. As
one of the later, of course, I find the
effort to ridicule critics must be di-
rected toward some of my col-
leagues — they couldn’t be referring
to me. (Could they?)

“The Real Inspector Hound” is a
one-act play written in the early
1960s by Tom Stoppard, the mas-
ter wordsmith who gave us
“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are
Dead,” “Arcadia,” “The Coast of Uto-
pia” and “The Invention of Love” as
well as the screenplay for

Photo by Michael Bailey

Most of the cast of “The Real Inspector Hound” — Kim-
berly Gilbert, Catherine Flye, Emily Townley, Michael
Tolaydo, Ralph Cosham, John Dow and David Elias.

“Shakespeare in Love” for which he
won the Oscar for Best Screenplay.
He wrote this one in the early 1960s,
before any of the above had been
seen on stages here or in Britain.

Theater lovers frequently look for-
ward to a production of a Tom
Stoppard play with great anticipa-
tion. This one was even more ea-
gerly awaited because of its casting
and its director, John Vreeke. It was
Vreeke who suggested doing the
play at MetroStage in order to have
the chance to work again with three
actors with whom he’d staged the
little-known play “Heroes” in 2009,
Michael Tolaydo, Ralph Cosham
and John Dow. For that play at
MetroStage they earned the Cana-
dian Embassy Award for Outstand-
ing Ensemble in a Play presented by
the Helen Hayes Awards.

This is no sequel to “Heroes” how-
ever. Where that gentle human
drama touched a sentimental nerve
with its portrait of veterans at the
end of life, “The Real Inspector
Hound” is a no-holds barred send
up, reaching for every joke the out-
landish premise allows. Also,
Tolaydo, Cosham and Dow aren’t
alone in the company. They are
joined by five colleagues who are
familiar to local theater-goers and
one newcomer who plays the corpse
in the mystery-with-the-play.

Tolaydo is unabashedly funny as
one of two second-string theater
critics assigned to cover an equally
second-string mystery play while
Cosham is more subtle but no less
funny. The tone of the piece is evi-
dent even before the house lights
go down as Cosham takes one of

two theater seats located at the back
of the set and stares out at the stage
and the real audience beyond. Soon,
Tolaydo enters the auditorium
scampering up and down the aisles
in search of his seat. Cosham calls
him over to take the seat next to him
and they exchange pleasantries as
they await the beginning of the
mystery, a typical whodunit set in a
manor in the middle of the marshes
of middle England. Just as you
might expect, the room has a radio
(for news flashes of a murderer on
the loose) a telephone on a stand
(where, of course, in the course of
the play it is announced that the
wires have been cut) and a corpse.

While Catherine Flye, as the maid,
Emily Townley, as the lady of the
manor, John Dow, who appears as
her wheelchair-bound brother, Kim-
berly Gilbert as her friend, Doug
Krehbel as a new gentleman in the
neighborhood and David Elias as the
character for whom the play is titled,
perform the mystery “The Real In-
spector Hound,” the two critics at
the back of the stage pay attention
more or less, take a few notes for
their reviews and continue their
conversation in soto-voice snippets.
(Of course, no real critic would talk
during a performance! But we must
allow Stoppard this slight deviation
from reality in pursuit of humor
and drama.)

The mystery turns out to be a
three-act play, so there are oppor-
tunities for even further conversa-
tion between the two critics as the
audience discovers details of their
private lives and careers that seem
to tie in to the mystery on the
stage. Soon, the connection is un-

mistakable and the lines between
on-stage fiction and off-stage re-
ality blur beyond control, a situa-
tion that is rife with opportunities
for a good laugh and this cast takes
full advantage of every one.

Daniel Pinha designed a very
workable set with the on-stage
representation of a manor house
which recalls many a small theater
production of an Agatha Christie
play but with a picture of a full
audience sometimes projected on
the screen behind Cosham and
Tolaydo’s theater seats. Ivania
Stack, Brian S. Allard and Steve
Baena continue that recreation
with a light touch in their costume,
light and sound designs. Baena’s
snippets of classical music to punc-
tuate the mystery’s plot points are
particularly fun.

In his role of a theater critic,
Cosham has a line that pronounces
the mystery “a good clean show
without a trace of smut.” My re-
view gives it much more credit
than that. It is a delightful show
with marvelous performances and
if you’ve seen a few English manor
mysteries you’ll enjoy it all the
more.

By Carolyn Griffin

For The Gazette

E
clectic theatre in an inti-
mate theatre space is our
“mantra” here at

MetroStage. We love our small
musicals, our quirky little plays,
our parodies of Broadway compos-
ers and, of course, Tom Stoppard,
the playwright who has been
called the “master of the English
language.” Several years ago we
produced a little gem of a play
called “Heroes.” Although only
translated by Stoppard from the
French, it had Stoppard’s signature
style and language. The three old
soldiers played by Ralph Cosham,
Michael Tolaydo and John Dow,
captured the hearts and imagina-
tion of our audience, as well as the

Helen Hayes judges who attended.
Our brilliant little ensemble of
three received the Helen Hayes
Award for Outstanding Ensemble
in a Resident Production, in a field
of over 180 eligible professional
productions in the Washington,
D.C., metro area, and the award
is proudly on display on our box
office counter.

This spring our “heroes” have
returned to MetroStage for an-
other Tom Stoppard play — this
time with five supporting actors (if
you include the corpse) to help
solve this classic English manor
murder mystery. Over 40 years ago
Stoppard wrote “The Real inspec-
tor Hound,” which is a send up of
a murder mystery best exemplified
by Agatha Christie’s long running
play “The Mousetrap,” but also

skewers the classic overbearing
theatre critic so it is really grand
fun on many levels. Since we have
all been skewered at one time or
another by theatre critics, it is par-
ticular fun for theatre producers
and playwrights to turn the tables
on the critics on occasion.

John Vreeke, a favorite
MetroStage director, is back to di-
rect another Stoppard with a re-
markable cast of characters played
by some of Washington’s favorite
actors. Every English mystery has
to have a Manor, in this case
Muldoon Manor, and, of course, it
is “secluded” and surrounded by
“desolate marshes.” In fact, it is
said that there are “no roads lead-
ing from the manor, though there
are ways of getting to it, weather
permitting.” Theatre critics Moon

and Birdboot review this “play
within a play” and unwittingly
become involved. The audience
will get to know the Lady of the
Manor, Lady Cynthia Muldoon,
and her younger friend, Felicity
Cunningham, Major Magnus

Muldoon, “ the
crippled half-
brother of her
ladyship’s husband
who had turned up
out of the blue from
Canada just the
other day,” a myste-
rious stranger
Simon Gascoyne, an
Inspector Hound
who arrives in
swamp boots but is
he Real (?), and the
ubiquitous house-
keeper, Mrs.
Drudge. And last
but not least a
Corpse because there

is a mystery to be solved. It is quite
a collection of characters and a won-
derful cast. MetroStage will be host-
ing this house party through May,
and you won’t want to miss it be-
cause how else will you find out the
true identity of the Corpse!

Notes from the Producer

Ralph Cosham, John Dow and Michael
Tolaydo — the award-winning en-
semble from MetroStage’s production
of “Heroes,” who are returning this
week in “The Real Inspector Hound.”
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Summer Trends For The Wanderer, switching

seasons is simply a matter of trading his fleece for a polo shirt,

his corduroys for khakis, his serious shoes for loafers. However, he

understands that seasonal fashion is taken much more seriously by

the ladies of Alexandria. To better appreciate this universal absorption

among our fairer sex, he will accompany his favorite female to these

local purveyors of fine fashion with the sports page in hand.

SHOE HIVE A
A great summer outfit requires the perfect

shoe and a must-have handbag. The Shoe

Hive is buzzing with all the latest trends from

the sexy wedge to elegant nude pumps.

Elizabeth Todd has assembled some of the

finest in footwear from the most exciting

designers. Find Kate Spade, Tory Burch,

Bettye Muller, Butter, Sam Edelman,

Michael Kors, and more.

127 South Fairfax, 703.548.7105,

theshoehive.com

KISKADEE I
Darby and Neil have a fantastic selection of clothing and

accessories at every price point for every occasion. Browse

their wonderful selection and if you don’t find exactly what

you are looking for always ask for help! At Kiskadee they

enjoy the opportunity to help clients find a thoughtful gift

or put the perfect outfit together for any occasion.

2205 Mount Vernon Ave, 703.549.0813, kiskadeeshop.com

B HYSTERIA
Beautiful, feminine, fashion forward

pieces for every budget. For this

season Alicia McCaslin has found a little

Black Swan (Allison Parris Tutu dress),

Parisian Chic (Alexander Berardi Bea

Sway Dress), and Prints of Style

(Leaf Print Sundress Allison Parris).

Whites are in especially when paired

with pops of color.

125 South Fairfax Street,

703.548.1615, shophysteria.com

C TREAT
Jen Donahue says, “Don't be afraid of adding

some color to your wardrobe, summer is the

best time to experiment.” Come see the

trends of tops and dresses in many gorgeous

shades of blue, green, coral and red at the

Style in Bloom, summer fashion show

charity event co-hosted with Salon deZEN

coming soon to benefit the Alexandria

Women's Shelter.  

103 S St Asaph Street, 703.535.3294,

shoptreat.com

D ZOE BOUTIQUE
Old Town welcomes Zoe, a new boutique,

where Susan Gerock presents stylish, unique

and timeless pieces you haven’t seen in

Alexandria before now! The shop will be

celebrating a Grand Opening this weekend.

130 S. Union Street, 571.970.6324,

shopatzoe.com

E GOSSYPIA
A fixture in Old Town for a generation.

Beautiful artistic clothing from natural fibers in

an eclectic boutique setting that have attracted

clientele from all over the area. Lines include

Flax, Eileen Fisher, Putymayo, Two Star Dog.

Wedding and special occasion dresses are a

large draw.

325 Cameron Street, 703.836.6969,

gossypia.com

F DONNA LEWIS
Step off of Cameron street and follow the gas

lanterns into a charming stone alley and you

will find a boutique as lovely as its location.

Sophisticated, classic clothing with shoes and

accessories that will look marvelous for years

are the hallmark of Donna Lewis!

309 B Cameron Street, 703.548.2452

G PERIWINKLE
Periwinkle is just off the beaten path next to

Rustico at Potomac Greens. It is worth the trip

to find a treasure trove of unique dresses,

statement shoes, delicate and “look-at-me”

accessories backed up with knowledgeable sales

staff to assure that you get the balance right!

1557 Potomac Greens Drive, 703.519.5242,

periwinkleshop.com

H ROBCYN'S
Always the first to get the season rolling

every year with their newest selection of lovely,

comfortable, Fresh Produce clothing. Stylish

tots can find sweet spring togs and adorable

rain gear to beat the Spring showers!

3660 King Street, The Shops at Bradlee,

703.379.7800

Photos by Louise Krafft

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature.

Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to

thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.
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GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING

130 South Union Street
Old Town Alexandria

571.970.6324
Tues-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5,
Mon by appointment

April 29, 30 & May 1
Come in and receive a
free gift while they last. 

Drawing at checkout
for discount off
total purchase.

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

The Shops at Bradlee

Friendly Faces, Great Value~
It’s Where Alexandria Shops

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

703-379-5800

Bradlee Center
3610 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22302

Everything you need... all in one place!

* retail only

$500 OFF*

Per Gallon

All Premium Paints & Stains

Professional Paint & Design Staff
• In-Home Color Consultation
• Benjamin Moore, C2 Paints & Fine Paints of Europe
• Sikkens Stains
• Wallpaper, Fabrics & Window Treatments

Theater

Know of something missing from our Local Theater listings?
Send it to arlington@connectionnewspapers.com or
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is 2 p.m. the
Thursday before publication. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-
9412.

MAY 19 TO JUNE 11
Como si fuera esta noche (As If It Were Tonight) by

Gracia Morales (Spain). In Spanish with English
surtitles. Thursdays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays at 3 p.m. Tickets
are $25/regular; Students/Seniors $20; Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m.. Tickets are $30/regular; $students/
seniors $25.  At Gunston Arts Center Theater Two, 2700 S.
Lang St., Arlington. Call 703-548-3092 or visit
www.teatrodelaluna.org.

APRIL 29 TO MAY 8
“King Lear Extended.” Directed by Paata Tsikurishvili.

Tickets are $40 and $55. Extended to the Synetic Theater
in Crystal City. Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m.;
Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m. At Synetic Theater at
Crystal City, 1800 South Bell Street, Arlington. Call 800-
494-8497 or www.synetictheater.org.

APRIL 26 TO JUNE 12
“Side by Side by Soneheim.” Features songs from 1957 to

1976 ) from some of Broadway’s most memorable musicals
including “West Side Story,” “Anyone Can Whistle,”
“Follies,” “A Funny Thing Happened…,” “A Little Night
Music,” “Company,’ and ‘Pacific Overtures.” At Signature
Theatre. Showtimes are Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m., Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets range
from $55 - $81 and are available by calling Ticketmaster at
703- 573-SEAT (7328) or visiting www.signature-
theatre.org.

APRIL 20 TO MAY 29
“The Real Inspector Hound.” Performances are Thursdays

and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.  PWYC is Wednesday, April
20, and there are no performances on Easter Sunday, April
24. At MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St. in Alexandria, in
North Old Town. Tickets may be ordered by calling 1-800-
494-8497 or online at boxofficetickets.com. For group sales,
call the theatre at 703-548-9044 or www.metrostage.org.

NOW THROUGH MAY 7
“Stage Door.” Produced by the American Century Theater.

Show times are Thursday through Saturday evenings at 8
p.m. and Saturday/Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. There is
no performance on Sunday, April 24. TACT will also host a
post show talk-back on Thursday, April 14. Tickets can be
ordered online at www.americancentury.org or by calling
703-998-4555. At Gunston Theatre II, 2700 South Lang
Street, Arlington.

NOW THROUGH MAY 22
“Art.” Showtimes are Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.,

Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8
p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets range from
$50 - $76 and are available by calling Ticketmaster at 703-
573-SEAT (7328) or visiting www.signature-theatre.org. At
Signature Theater, 4200 Campbell Ave., Arlington.
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Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
• Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse

 • Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
 • Fresh Jumbo Softshell Crabs

   • Cold Salmon Platter
    & Cold Soup Trio

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Old Town

Open Mother’s Day
Lunch & Dinner • 3-Course Menu

Fine Arts

Call for Instructors for
Art Camp 2011 (7/25-7/
29).  Projects should combine
educational elements with
hands-on and engaging oppor-
tunities for creativity and relate
to a current or historic craft
founded in cultural tradition.
Ages 8-14.
www.theDelRayArtisans.org.

APRIL 26 TO JUNE 26
Paintings of the Potomac

Valley Watercolorists.
Opening reception is
Sunday, May 1 from 1 to 3
p.m. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria.
Call 703-642-5173.

NOW THROUGH MAY 15
The Nest Project. What does

home mean to you? This
project is a four-part
endeavor that enlists the
help of a dozen local D.C.
area art groups, Habitat for Humanity
of Northern Virginia, and the Torpedo
Factory Artists’ Association. Outdoor
nest installations are created by local
DC arts groups. All nests will be
composed primarily of natural
renewable resources like leaves, twigs,
and driftwood, but could also contain
recycled materials.  Reception is April
14, 6-9 p.m., with Gallery Talk at 7
p.m., Target Gallery. Torpedo Factory
Artists’ In-Studio Nests - April 2-May
15. Indoor Community Nest sponsored
by Habitat for Humanity of Northern
Virginia - April 2-May 15.

APRIL
New Exhibit Opens. “The Marshall

House Incident” exhibition. At Fort
Ward Museum. The deaths of Union
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist
James Jackson at the Marshall House
Hotel on King Street during the
Federal occupation of Alexandria on
May 24, 1861 stirred patriotic fervor in
the North and South. This exhibit will
feature objects from Fort Ward’s
collection, like a star from the flag that
had flown over Marshall House, and
loan items from the Mary Custis Lee
Chapter of the Daughters of the
Confederacy to tell this notable story
that launched the Civil War in
Alexandria. Visit www.fortward.org or
call 703-746-4848.

NOW THROUGH MAY 1
“Flowers & Garden: Outdoors and

In.” This potting season, come to the
Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Scope
Gallery to see some ceramic
groundbreaking odes to fleglings and
flora, focused on home and garden
clay accents. Clay artists will feature
bird sculptures, nesting bowls and
home-inspired work surrounding the
nest centerpiece. At Scope Gallery, 105
North Union Street, ground floor
Studio 19, Alexandria. Call 703-548-

6288 or visit www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope.

NOW THROUGH MAY 1
It’s Only Rock ‘n’ Roll, But I Like It!

Del Ray Artisans’ April show, pays
homage to all things Rock ‘n’ Roll. All-
media show, juried by Fierce Sonia and
Jen Chappell. An open mic lyric slam is
planned for Sunday, May 1, 2-4 p.m.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
Fiercesonia@aol.com.

NOW THROUGH MAY 1
River Views and Moldau Visions.

Watercolor paintings by Helen Dilley
Barsalou. Barsalou’s exhibition is
comprised of four parts: River Views,
Moldau Visions, Florals, and Animals.
Watercolor painting demonstration on
Saturday, April 23 at 2 p.m. Closing
reception is Saturday, April 30, from 4
– 7 p.m. At Gallery West, 1213 King
Street in Old Town Alexandria’s
Boutique District. Visit www.gallery-
west.com or call 703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH MAY 2
“Food, Glorious Food.” Free. Artist

Cindy Packard Richmond food-scapes
on display. Meet the artist reception is
Thursday, April 14 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
At the Art League Gallery.  Hours are
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily; Thursdays
until 9 p.m.; Sundays noon to 6 p.m.
Visit
richmondlikethecity.blogspot.com.

TUESDAY/MAY 3
“New Modes of Consciousness:

Time and the Work of Art.” 6 to 8
p.m. Free admission. Torpedo Factory
artist CMDupré will discuss art theory
involving the role of time-place in
contemporary art with reference to her
own artwork. At Morrison House, 116
South Alfred Street, Alexandria.
www.torpedofactory.org

NOW THROUGH MAY 15
Artist Linda L. Anderson.
Dimensional Landscapes: New
Perspectives of our Natural
World. At the Schlesinger
Center’s Margaret W. & Joseph
L. Fisher Gallery, NVCC
Campus, Alexandria.

MAY 4 TO MAY 29
Laura A. Clerici and
Dennis Crayon. New
Members Show. Laura Clerici
is a Byzantine iconographer.
Dennis Crayon uses color and
position to convey Modernist
composition with a classical
painting technique. Meet the
Artist’s reception is Saturday,
May 21 from 5 to 8 p.m.  Visit
www.gallery-west.com or call
703-549-6006.

FRIDAY/MAY 6
Spring Open House: Flora
& Fauna. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Artful flora and fauna abound

with a festive garden party at this
year’s annual Spring Open House. At
the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St., Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4565, www.torpedofactory.org.

MAY 6-8
St. Paul’s Art Show. Exhibit hours are

Friday, May 6 from 1 to 8 p.m.; Artist’s
reception, 5-8 p.m.; Saturday, May 7
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday, May 8
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. At St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Parish Hall, 228
South Pitt Street, Alexandria.

MAY 6-15
Fifteen T.C. Williams High School

students selected as this year’s
National Art Honor Society inductees
will exhibit their work at Del Ray
Artisans.  Many of these students will
continue their art studies at the college
level, and much of the work on exhibit
was featured in their winning college
admission portfolios.  Come celebrate
these rising stars at an opening
reception on Friday, May 6, 7-10 p.m.
Visit www.thedelrayartisans.org.

MAY 7
Alexandria Art Market. Your monthly

dose of art in the heart of Del Ray.
Grand opening of second season is
May 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  At
Colasanto Park in Alexandria.  Free
and open to public.
www.TheDelRayArtisans or
DRA.AlexandriaArtMarket@gmail.com
to apply.

NOW THROUGH MAY 7
Artist Horace Day. “Style and Identity:

Black Alexandria in the 1970s,
Portraits by Horace Day.”  At The
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902
Wythe Street in the heart of
Alexandria’s historic Parker-Gray
District. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or call 703-
746-4356.

MAY 5 TO JUNE 6
Baa-merica! Icons Revisited. Leslie Blackmon’s Solo Exhibit

of Fiber Sculpture. She has created intricate crochet
sculptures of sheep posing as American popular culture
icons. A Meet-the-Artist’s reception is Thursday, May 12 from
6:30 to 8 p.m. At The Art League, 105 North Union Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-683-1780 or visit www.theartleague.org

The fourth-annual Spring for Alexandria three-day event
is scheduled for May 5, 6 and 7, 2011.  ACT for Alexan-
dria, Volunteer Alexandria, the Alexandria Jaycees, the
City of Alexandria, and Kids Helping Kids Lemonade all
partner to put on this event, which recognizes and hon-
ors giving and service in our community.

The WEBA board voted at its most recent meeting to
match up to $500 in support of “Spring for Alexandria
2011.”  If your business is interested in joining with WEBA
to support this event, contact WEBA President, Mike Bar-
ber  by email or by phone at 703-370-9600.

ACT for Alexandria kicks off the festivities with its an-
nual ‘Generations of Giving Gala’ the evening of May 5.
This year’s event, the ACTlympics, has a sports theme and
will honor Alexandria car dealer Jack Taylor for his legacy
of service to the community.  The event will be held on the
campus of Episcopal High School in the Flippin Field
House where dress will be sports casual.  Sponsorships are
still available.

Volunteers Sought for ‘Spring for Alexandria 2011’
Friday, May 6, brings Volunteer Alexandria’s Business

Philanthropy Summit, which will be followed by the Day
of Service, where teams from throughout the city complete
in over 80 pre-identified service projects at various non-
profit sites in our community.  Everyone reconvenes at
Market Square in the afternoon to celebrate service and
giving.  Round up some of your colleagues and business
associates to help paint up, clean up, fix up, and boost up
sites in Alexandria. Create your own team and go for it!
(You can volunteer under the WEBA umbrella or through
your own business).

On Saturday, May 7, the Alexandria Jaycees will host
Contributions Day at the First Baptist Church at 2932
King Street where donations of clothes, food, furniture
and other items will be accepted by nonprofit organiza-
tions in the community.  Kids Helping Kids Lemonade
stands will also be set up at the site and around the city
with proceeds going to two predetermined charities in
town.
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Special thanks to the

Theater

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
here is a reason that the
short, funny and tuneful
musical with the strange

title of “[title of show]” keeps
showing up in new productions:
It is both a lot of fun for theater
folk to mount and a lot of fun for
theater audiences to watch.

Last year it was a professional
effort at Signature Theatre that
introduced local audiences to this
delectable delight that pokes
gentle fun at musical theater fa-
natics. This year, the Little Theatre
of Alexandria gives it a commu-
nity theatre production that proves
the one-act script with its 18 mu-
sical numbers is a goldmine of
nifty notions that talented per-
formers can sink their teeth into.

The performers this time out are
Scott Harrison and Josh Goldman
as two young men writing a musi-
cal about two young men writing
a musical (yes, it is that kind of a show!) and Sharon
Grant and Anne Marie Pinto as the two young women
they cajole into helping them. They appear to be
having a great time on the stage with both the spritely
songs detailing each step in the writing of a musical
and the self-referential jokes of the dialogue scenes.
As a result, the audience has a great time too.

There is a fifth member of the cast. Francine
Krasowska, the music director of the show sits on
stage at her keyboard and is drawn into the dialogue
a few times in a clever routine involving union rules
about musicians speaking in shows.

Harrison and Goldman establish a sense of rap-
port while bantering back and forth that makes the
idea of the two of them writing a musical together
ring true. Both have youthful charm and energy.
Harrison has the stronger voice for the Broadway-
style songs and Goldman’s droll delivery of many of
the gag lines gets the biggest laughs as they chat on
their cell phones, gather at one or the other’s apart-
ment or at a rehearsal hall decorated with show post-
ers going back to “Aspects of Love” to write a musi-
cal to submit to the New York Musical Theatre Festi-
val.

Grant and Pinto add more than just two additional
voices. Each adds a distinct character which makes
the foursome much more than just a quartet. Grant’s
character has actually performed on Broadway al-
though just as a replacement chorus member. Her
sense of awe when commenting that there’s nothing
like standing on a Broadway stage during a curtain
call makes the devotion of all four of the characters
to the concept of musical theater touching.

One reason the show seems to work so well is that
it was actually written by two young men, Jeff Bowen
and Hunter Bell, who wanted to write a show for
the 2004 festival. Not knowing what to write, they
decided to write about the experience of writing.
When their submission was actually chosen, they
added scenes and songs about being selected and
performing at the festival. Then, when the highly
unusual happened and a producer wanted to do their
show in an Off-Broadway theater, they added more.
Finally, when the unthinkable happened and their
Off-Broadway show transferred to Broadway, they
added some more. It ran for over 100 performances
and now is being produced around the country.

Loving Spoof of Musical Comedy

Where & When
“[title of show]” plays at the Little Theatre

of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe Street through May
14. Performances are Wednesday - Saturday
at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are
$19 - $22. Call (703) 683-0496 or log on to
www.thelittletheatre.com.

Photo by Shane Canfield

Starring in “[title of show]” are (from left to right):
Sharon Grant (Heidi), Anne Marie Pinto (Susan), Josh
Goldman (Hunter), Scott Harrison (Jeff), and Francine
Krasowska (Pianist).

Michael Kharfen directs this slightly over-produced
version with the assistance of choreographer
Catherine Oh. They establish a high energy level from
the start and it is clear that attention has been paid
to making sure the audience gets a chance to catch a
majority of the many laugh lines that come so close
together that there is always a danger of one cancel-
ing out another. Pacing is important in scenes where
lines appear to be simple throw-aways, but which
carry plot or character information the audience
needs in order to fully understand the story. Kharfen
gets that element right. Although he’s not able to
keep the play from beginning to drag a bit about
two thirds of the way through, it picks back up and
ends on a high.

Ken Crowley has provided a bit more set than
seems necessary, with walls that role on and off to
mark changes of location, causing pauses in the per-
formance that contribute to the delay and add a good
deal of noise, but he also shows a nice touch with
retractable window panels to present a dream se-
quence. Alan Wray’s sound system fully amplifies the
four principal characters. The balance between their
voices and Krasowska’s accompaniment needs a bit
of adjustment to avoid having the keyboard drown
out the vocals from time to time. There is also a bal-
ance problem with the sound of the answering ma-
chine on the left side of the stage that is used to
make transitions from scene to scene. It is probably
loud enough to be understood by those sitting on
the left side of the audience but is hard to catch on
the extreme right.

The charm of the play comes through. On its sur-
face it seems a spoof of fanatical fandom but under-
neath there is a touching element paying tribute to
the strength of friendship.
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Entertainment

British classics on display at Collingwood Library and Museum.

SUNDAY/MAY 1
Car Show at Collingwood. The show is open to all British Marques and features participants’ choice

judging, food and merchandise vendors, a silent auction, and children’s activities. At the Collingwood
Library and Museum, just south of Alexandria. Visit www.capitaltriumphregister.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 30
Mainstreet Brass. 7:30 p.m. Mainstreet Brass, a Pennsylvania-

based brass quintet, will present a concert. At St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria.  The group
will present a varied and fun program of music ranging from
compositions of Bach and Rimsky-Korsakov to Gershwin and
Jelly Roll Morton. Admission is $20 for adults, $15 for seniors,
$10 for students, and $5 for those under 13. Call 703-765-4342.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays and

Sundays 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Covers the
changing role of African Americans on the
estate, views on George Washington from the
perspective of Union and Confederate
supporters, and the Washington-Robert E. Lee
connection. At Historic Mount Vernon. These
tours are limited in capacity and cost $5 in
addition to Estate admission: $15 adults; $7
children (6-11); free for children 5 & under.
Visit www.MountVernon.org or call 703-780-
2000.

APRIL 22 THROUGH MAY 4
Bridal Gown Boutique Sale. The Twig Thrift

Shop’s first bridal gown boutique sale.
Beautifully priced, nearly 4 dozen new, vintage
or gently worn gowns in styles from traditional
ballerina with long beaded trains to slinky Jean
Harlow sheaths to Princess Leia sheer—from
petite size 2 to XXL— accessories including slips,
crinolines, and veils. All proceeds benefit Inova
Alexandria Hospital. Call 703-683-5544 or
thetwig.org. At 106 N. Columbus Street (near
King Street), Old Town Alexandria.

THURSDAY/APRIL 28
“HAZE” Film Screening. 6:30 to 9 p.m. Free.

Documentary on underage drinking. The movie
will be followed by a panel discussion.
Sponsored by the Substance Abuse Prevention
Coalition. At Minnie Howard, 3801 W. Braddock
Road.

Yappy Hour. 5 to 8 p.m. Paws, Purrs, and Exotics
Animal Hospital and Anytime K-9 will host a
“Yappy Hour.” At Pat Troy’s Ireland’s Own, 111
North Pitt Street, Alexandria.

Princess Party. 6 to 8 p.m. Mystique Jewelers of
Old Town Alexandria is throwing a Princess
Party to celebrate the nuptials of Kate Middleton
and Prince William. Guests will don tiaras,
adorn jewelry and toast the royal couple with
champagne and cupcakes. To RSVP to the April
28 event, visit: mystiqueprincess.eventbrite.com
or visit www.mystiquejewelers.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 29
An Evening of Music for Solo Tuba. 8 p.m.

Free. Sponsored by the U.S. Air Force Band
Chamber Players. At George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Call 202-767-5658 or visit
www.usafband.af.mil

SATURDAY/APRIL 30
Rebuilding Together Alexandria.  8:15 a.m.

Nearly 1,000 volunteers will help repair and
maintain 60 homes for low-income homeowners
and veterans during National Rebuilding Day.
Teams of volunteers will make home
improvements, such as repairing windows and
doors, replacing cabinets, installing grab bars
and safety rails, painting, doing yard work,
installing smoke detectors, and weatherizing.

Event kicks off at First Baptist Church, 2932
King Street, Alexandria.  Contact Shawn
Flaherty at 703-554-3609.

Spring Book Fest. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thousands of
used books, DVDs, CDs. Sponsored by the
Friends of Duncan Library. In the parking lot
between Duncan Library and the Mount Vernon
Community School. At Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., in Alexandria.

Spring Gala. 6 p.m. to midnight. The Scholarship
Fund of Alexandria’s 25th Anniversary Spring
Gala. Features a live band, dancing, sit-down
dinner and silent auction. For tickets, call 703-
824-6730 or visit alexandriascholarship.org.

Earth Day Celebration, Plant and Rummage
Sale. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Rain date: Sunday,
May 1).  Eat and drink, spread a mountain of
mulch, build a recycled CD sculpture, paint a
globe, huge rummage sale and more. At Hollin
Meadows Elementary School, 2310 Nordok
Place, Alexandria.

Native Plant Sale.  9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Largest
native plant sale in DC Metro Area hosts 14
vendors from 5 states selling native perennials,
shrubs, and trees for sun or shade in historic
Parkfairfax.  At 3601 Valley Drive, Alexandria.
Call 571-232-0375 or
www.ParkfairfaxNativePlantSale.org.

Springtime on the Rhein. 7 p.m. Tickets are
$25/person. Spring Concert of the Washington
Saengerbund “Kinderchor.” Following the
concert, dancing to the tunes of the ”Heidi and
Heimat Echo Band.” At the Durant Recreation
Center, 1605 Cameron St., Alexandria. Call
Rudy Becker, 540-308-5965 or online at
www.saengerbund.org.

The Art of the Balalaika. 7:30 p.m. The
program will feature Olga Orlovskaya, the
orchestra’s balalaika concertmaster, Andrei
Saveliev, formerly with the legendary Andreyev
Balalaika Orchestra of St. Petersburg, Russia.
Tickets are $25/door; $20/advance. For tickets,
call 240-314-8690. At T.C. Williams High
School, 3330 King Street, Alexandria.

Chamber Recital. 4 p.m. Free. Recital celebrates
the retirement of Senior Master Sergeant
Andrew Wilson, Principal and Solo Cornet of the
United States Air Force Band, after 20 years of
service. At The Lyceum, 201 South Washington
Street, Alexandria. Call 202-258-0822.

Concert. 8 p.m. Winchester Orchestra presents
“Beethoven and Blue Jeans Side By Side
Concert.” Benefiting Lyme Disease research. At
the George Washington Masonic Memorial,
Alexandria. Tickets at www.winroch.org or
www.winorch.tix.com.

Appraisal Day. 1 to 5 p.m.  Ben Hastings of the
International Society of Appraisers, will be doing
free verbal appraisals of your artwork. Limit 3
items per person. At Broadway gallery, 5641-B
General Washington Drive, Alexandria. Call 703-
354-2905.

Huge Rummage Sale. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Books,
toys, housewares, clothes and more. Proceeds
from the sale help to provide school supplies,
shoes, warm clothing, and books for students in-

need.  At Hollin Meadows
Elementary School, 2310 Nordok
Place, Alexandria.
Carl Sandburg Pantherlon 5K.
8 a.m. The 22nd annual Carl
Sandburg Pantherlon 5K Run and
1-mile Fun Run/Walk. At Carl
Sandburg Middle School, 8428 Fort
Hunt Road, Alexandria. Contact:
Rebecca Bostick at 703-768-2250
or rbarch@mindspring.com.
Stephanie Mills with Kenny
Wesley. 7:30 p.m. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. To purchase tickets log
onto: www.Birchmere.com or go to
www.ticketmaster.com or call 1-
800-745-3000.
Civil War Spotlight Talks. 30-
minute talks from 10 a.m. to noon;
and 2 to 4 p.m. Free. The uniform,
accoutrements and equipment of
Fort Ward’s artillery exhibit figure
will be discussed. At Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock
Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

SUNDAY/MAY 1
Founding Gardeners. 3 p.m.
Garden historian Andrea Wulf will
be lecturing on her new book. At
Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston
Road, Mason Neck.
Stories and Music in the
Garden. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.

Performers will present stories and songs in an
enchanting walled garden. At Mt. Vernon
Unitarian Church and Fort Hunt Preschool, 1909
Windmill Lane, Alexandria. Call 703-768-5950
or visit www.mvuc.org or
www.forthuntpreschool.com.

Basket Bingo. 2 p.m. Cost is $15/advance; $20/
door. Fund-raiser for the senior class all-night
grad party. At Mount Vernon High School, 8515
Old Mount Vernon Road, Alexandria. Call 703-
618-5104.

Grand Finale Concert. 4 p.m. Featuring
Elisabeth Adkins, Beethoven Violin Concerto.
Tickets are $18/adults; $12/seniors and groups.
At the Ernst Community Cultural Center,
Northern Virginia Community College, 8333
Little River Turnpike, Annandale. Call 703-758-
0179 or visit
www.virginiachamberorchestra.org.

Sundays@Heritage Concert. 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Featuring trumpet prodigy Geoffrey Gallante
and piano extraordinaire Jean Baptiste
performing choice standards from the Great
American Songbook.  Heritage Presbyterian
Church, 8503 Ft. Hunt Rd., Mount Vernon. Call
703-360-9546.

Carpenter’s Shelter Cook-Off. Noon to 3 p.m.
Cook-0ff showcases 20-25 of Alexandria’s best
restaurants. Tickets are $40/adults; $35/early-
bird before April 15; $5/child.  Guests will also
enjoy music by the Melonheads, a live auction,
children’s entertainment and more. To purchase
tickets online, go to http://
www.carpentersshelter.org/ and click on the
Buy Cook-off Tickets link. Or call the Carpenter’s
Shelter, 703-548-7500, ext. 226. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria.

TUESDAY/MAY 3
NOVA Community Chorus. 7:30 p.m. Free.

Spring concert in conjunction with NVCC
Alexandria Campus Music Department. NOVA
Community Chorus will perform Beethoven
Ninth Symphony, 4th movement (“Ode to Joy”)
and selections from Brahms Liebeslieder
Waltzes, under Dr. Mark Whitmire’s direction
with 4-hands piano accompanists Christine
Hagan and Ja-Hye Koo. At the Schlesinger
Center for the Arts, 3001 N. Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Contact Dr. Whitmire, 703-845-
6097 or mwhitmire@nvcc.edu.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 4
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6.

With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642
South Pickett St., Alexandria.

THURSDAY/MAY 5
Schlesinger Concerts. 7:30 p.m. Free. Presented

by the U.S. Army Concert Band. At the Rachel

M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center,
NVCC, Alexandria campus. Call 703-696-3399
or visit www.usarmyband.com.

Generations of Giving Gala. 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Theme of ACTlympics with fun and games to
support ACT for Alexandria. This is the kick-off
event for Spring for Alexandria, a three-day
celebration (May 5, 6, 7) of giving and service.
At Flippin Field House, Episcopal High School.
Contact Henrietta LaMotte at 703-739-7778 or
visit www.actforalexandria.org.

MAY 5 TO 7
Spring for Alexandria. Celebration of giving

and service. ACT for Alexandria, Volunteer
Alexandria, the Alexandria Jaycees, the City of
Alexandria, and Kids Helping Kids Lemonade
partner to put on this three-day event, which
recognizes and honors giving and service in our
community. Volunteers are needed to clean
parks and schools, to attend fun events and
donate to charities. There is something for every
skill set and schedule. Visit
www.springforalexandria.org or call Volunteer
Alexandria at 703-836-2176.

FRIDAY/MAY 6
U.S. Army Strings in Concert. 7:30 p.m. Free.

Chamber Music for Strings: Duos and Trios. At
the Lyceum in Alexandria. Call 703-696-3399 or
visit www.usarmyband.com.

SATURDAY/MAY 7
National Train Day. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Whistle

Stop Hobbies in Alexandria is celebrating
National Train Day with free kids activities,
model train displays, promotions on toy trains
and more. At 130 South Royal Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-4912

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church BBQ. 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. North Carolina-style pork and chicken
BBQ with hot dogs, beans, cole slaw and soft
drinks. Dinner is $8. All are welcome. Proceeds
support church activities and community
outreach. At St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009
Fort Hunt Road, Hollin Hall/Wellington section.
Call 703-765-4342 or visit
www.saintlukeschurch.net.

American Balalaika Symphony. Tickets are
$20/advance; $25/door. Peter Trofimenko and
The American Balalaika Symphony present
“Spring Mood – Musical Fare for the Fair
Season” — with romantic works by Andreyev,
Dimitriyev, Doga, Gavirin, Kalinnikov,
Rubinstein, Strauss, Trostiansky and more,
including two original compositions by ABS
musicians Vladimir Rozenblat and Michael
Kholodov. At the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall and Arts Center, 3001 Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.ABSorchestra.org or
www.InstantSeats.com.
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not independent retail. I am sure some
of my neighbors agree, as it seems every
store on King Street has a no-add-on tax
sign. This points to the absurdity of this tax,
and that city council members are tone deaf
to small business.

But I also want to make another point. I
heard one of the council members say we
have to enact the tax this year because next
year is an election year. I am a lifelong
Democrat but if this tax is enacted I will
work diligently to see that no Democrat who
votes for this tax is reelected. I have a long
memory and I will have no problem remem-
bering next year who voted for this tax and
who didn’t. This is one more assault on
small businesses by city council and one
more reason I can’t continue doing business
here.

Wayne Fisher

Deficiencies
Of Plan
To the Editor:

As a fourth generation Texan, I am disap-
pointed that my fellow Texan, Davina
Sashkin [Letter, “Biased Coverage of Wa-
terfront Plan,” April 21] knows so little
about the plan proposed by city staff. The
Gazette should be publishing more about
the deficiencies of that plan to dispel mis-
conceptions that Ms. Sashkin and others
seem to have. Let me comment on some of
her arguments against having a plan built
around art, history and open space.

Museums are a valuable resource in any
community hoping to attract tourists. These
visitors spend money in the city they might
otherwise have spent elsewhere. For ex-
ample, we have a small Alexandria Archae-
ology Museum on the third floor of the Tor-
pedo Factory. There is no money in the cur-
rent city budget to have the museum staffed
on Sundays. I am one of a number of vol-
unteers who does this. People come from
all over the world to our small museum.
The volunteers record how many people
visit. Another volunteer recorded 388 in one
day and there is always a steady stream. If,
as the city planners claim, their desire is to
make the waterfront more attractive to tour-
ists, I can’t think of a better draw than a
ground-level museum showcasing the city’s
long and exciting past.

Ms. Saskin argues for the expensive man-
made flood control measures incorporated
into the plan. As the studies done after
Hurricane Katrina have shown, the devas-
tation would have been much less if the
many miles of lost coastal wet lands had
been preserved rather than relying on man-
made levies and canals which failed. If we
increase as much as possible the green strip
of walkable waterfront and dot it with grass
covered parks, we will have better and more
reliable flood control than the city’s plan
which offers only control of “nuisance”
flooding.

Ms. Saskin believes the “market analysis”
that shows building four very large new
hotels and many restaurants will pay for the
plan over time with revenue from the hotel
tax, which is levied on every occupied ho-

tel room. This isn’t the first time city plan-
ners have over estimated the demand for a
certain type of structure. Not long ago city
planners supported building four new
condo buildings in the West Old Town area.
They either were not built despite having
approvals or became rental apartments.

Hotels and restaurants require parking
just as much if not more than museums and
parks and the city’s “valet” parking scheme
does not solve this problem.

Finally, Ms. Saskin writes, “The Washing-
ton Post, owner of the Robinson Terminals,
could today decide to build high-rise ho-
tels or office towers.” That is untrue. The
current small area plan that encompasses
the waterfront specifically forbids hotels on
the Robinson Terminal sites. Provisions for
the Old and Historic District that includes
this area forbid structures over five stories
tall.

The waterfront plan the planning direc-
tor is seeking to replace does not allow
building at a density nearly as great as the
one proposed. If the plan goes forward, both
terminal sites will contain five-story build-
ings covering almost all the available land.
There will be a strip along the water’s edge
required by the city’s 1981 agreement with
the Federal government, but not more. Ob-
taining greatly increased density on the
waterfront is the heart of the city’s plan.

The Gazette does need to cover in detail
all the waterfront plans, both the city’s plan
and the one Andrew MacDonald and oth-
ers are supporting.

Katy Cannady
Alexandria

Drain on
State Treasury?
To the Editor:

I am pleased that my exchange of letters
with Del. David Englin has sent him off in
search of facts in support of his position.
How many other elected officials would
take his constituents seriously enough to
engage in so bruising an exchange? Most
just ignore — rather than seriously address
— critics such as me. This character trait
perhaps explains why I voted for Del. Englin
in 2009.

What concerns me, though, is that Del.
Englin seems to take positions before re-
searching the facts. “Sentence first – trial
afterwards.” I would prefer our legislators’
research all sides of an issue before staking
out a position.

The Governor’s Commission on Immigra-
tion reported estimated tax revenue from
illegal immigrants, but how about the costs
they impose? The “Anti-immigration” Fed-
eration for American Immigration Reform
study acknowledged they pay some taxes
but found their associated demands on the
state and local treasury dozens of times
more than the taxes they pay. But Del.
Englin’s summary of the Governor’s Com-
mission report says nothing about those
costs. The legislature needs to charter a
study of those costs because competent
budgeting and policy cannot be done with-
out knowing both how much illegal immi-
grants pay in state and local taxes and how

much they use in public services. The study
should also estimate what percentage of
their U.S.-born children would stay (for
example, with U.S. citizen or legally-resi-
dent relatives) were their illegally present
parents returned to their native lands, to
accurately gauge the cost of public services
to illegal immigrants. These children would
not be in our schools, etc. but for their par-
ents’ unlawful presence.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Primary
Objective?
To the Editor:

In a recent letter, Ms. Sashkin (“Biased
Coverage of Waterfront Plan”) suggests that
Mr. Walker and I, and this community news-
paper, are misleading readers about the pro-
posed waterfront plan’s all to obvious ben-
efits. I plead guilty only to believing that
higher-density commercial development on
the waterfront will harm rather then im-
prove the waterfront and the town.

To her credit, Ms. Shaskin says that she
welcomes hearing about viable alternatives
to hotels, town homes, and restaurants. Yet
in the nearly three years of public hearings
that cost tax payers a million dollars, the
City refused to consider other redevelop-
ment ideas. At the recent planning commis-
sion hearing, Ms. Hamer, the Planning Di-
rector, admitted they had made no effort to
look at other development scenarios. It
wasn’t necessary, she said.

How can anyone possibly say this is the
best option if there is nothing to compare it
to, and no objectives against which to de-
fine what kind of waterfront might be bet-
ter or financially preferable? This is where
the real bias lies, not with the coverage or
the messengers.

We presented an alternative that offers
more affordable public access to the water-
front and river, is more environmentally
sensitive, and connects us to our seaport
history. It is about more than linking parks
together along the waterfront with scraps
of land that remain after we permit devel-
opers to encroach upon what could be a
much less private and much more cultur-
ally-vibrant shoreline. Has this or any other
option been carefully evaluated in the plan?
No.

The Torpedo Factory Art Center is a good
example of a venue that I think has im-
proved the waterfront in ways that a river-
side hotel, town house, or office complex
cannot. It’s perhaps not as water-dependent
as a maritime museum or rowing facility,
but it draws people to the Potomac to take
boat rides, stroll in nearby parks, and shop
in Old Town. It’s not a perfect business
model in the sense that it generates all the
revenue that we might want it to, but that
is not its only value, either.

The plan, like Ms. Shaskin, highlights the
purported benefits and none of the real
costs of developing the waterfront. Hotels
generate more than just revenue, and it’s
quite likely that developers will ask to build
something else. The plan has little of sub-
stance to say about parking, traffic, and

water pollution, and the preservation of
older buildings. In contrast, parks have a
positive impact on property values and draw
visitors to Alexandria too.

In summary, I’m not against all waterfront
commerce, but I do support a more pub-
licly oriented plan because in the aggregate
I am convinced it will make Alexandria a
better community in the long run. I am the
first to admit that we may have to invest
tax dollars to get something like a museum
up and running by purchasing some, if not
all, of the development rights to warehouses
owned by the Post. That’s how the Torpedo
Factory Arts Center got started. It’s a long-
term investment in Alexandria, and in our
quality of life, not a proffer between a de-
veloper and City to pay for hoped-for pub-
lic amenities. There is a difference, and, in
the end, I think the price tag and effort will
be well worth it.

All plans have pros and cons but the one
that will go before the City Council on May
14 has been created using revenue as the
primary objective and not what might help
preserve Alexandria’s status as a historic
community next to the Nation’s River. That’s
why we oppose this latest waterfront rezon-
ing and why we think we must examine
other alternatives in a careful, analytical
way before we adopt a new plan.

It’s for those reasons that Mr. Walker and
I have spoken out strongly against the cur-
rent plan, as has the Old Town Civic Asso-
ciation, and why we are using our voices to
encourage other Alexandrians to do the
same.

Andrew Macdonald
AlternativeAlexandriaWaterfrontPlan.com

Traveling Cultural
Exhibit
Carlton A. Funn, M.Ed. recently
shared his traveling exhibit for
the National/International
Cultural Exhibits program with
students at Bishop Ireton High
School. Funn spoke to stu-
dents in the social studies
classes concerning the contri-
butions of women, recognizing
March as National Women’s
History Month.
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Betraying
Residents
To the Editor:

Alexandria is about to experience its own
“Tea Party” moment: taxation without rep-
resentation, usurpation of basic citizen
rights, and crass and commercial dismissal
of our city’s historic legacy and values in
favor of back-room developer deals. It is also
a pure bait-and-switch betrayal regarding
the often misused “privatizing the water-
front” slogan as the commercial develop-
ment plan being snaked into our city’s wa-
terfront reality will include restrictive and
economic discriminating establishments
that very few of the lower income people
the City Council and Planning Commission
supposedly “fight for” are able to afford to
enjoy.

Thirty out of the 35 citizens who spoke
out during the April 5 City Planning Com-
mission public hearing were against the
plan and we stayed up until midnight dur-
ing a working weekday night to make sure
our voices were sounded, if not heard.
Those who were in favor included the plan’s
author and representatives from the Alex-
andria Convention and Visitors Association
which is funded by the city’s hotel tax re-
ceipts — no surprise there. The Planning
Commission began its defensive public
crouch by extolling how many meetings and
how many presentations it had stood up
over time as if quantity has some relation-
ship to quality, as it form can produce con-
tent. The problem is that quantity has
eluded any form of credible quality in this
plan and specifically here in Old Town
where the implications for the rest of us will
be lowered property values, more vacant
hotel rooms, suffocating parking conditions
destroying sidewalks and bike paths with
tour buses and delivery trucks, and just the
plain architectural ugliness that the Alex-
andria City Council and Planning Commis-
sion are famous for.

See for yourselves — go to the Mirant util-
ity site and walk backwards to King Street
— count the office and hotel buildings right
on the waterfront and make up your own
minds. Why in the world should we trust
these same people to do anything different
except erect another neo-boring architec-
tural elephant dropping on our sacred his-
torical grounds for commercial and in ab-
sentia enjoyment by citizens and profit-
seeking enterprises from other places?

Here is the key parameter that frames our
reality: the May 5 vote on changing the ex-
isting law for Robinson Terminal North is a
Trojan horse so don’t let it enter our city
gates. Existing zoning law prohibits hotels
at this site — let’s keep it that way. The Plan-
ning Commission’s “need more revenue”
argument is now OBE (overcome by events)
because the Alexandria Boat Club parking
lot option is no longer going to happen (too
expensive, land swaps are too complicated,
and better yet the Boat Club just won its
legal protection against the City’s under-
handed moves in court). Bottom-line, we
don’t need the hotel revenue at North
Robinson terminal to afford what we’re not
going to do at the Alexandria Boat Club.
Conclusion: the Planning Commission’s rev-

Living History
The ancient Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) tree growing on a
silty, clay backswamp remnant of the Old Town terrace in Del Ray is
a surviving relic of the once-extensive bottomland flora that charac-
terized much of lowland Washington, D.C., lower Four Mile Run
Valley, Del Ray and Old Town, and Holmes/Cameron Run Valley.
Located in the courtyard of Lacy Court Apartments, it overlooks the
1500 block of Commonwealth Avenue to the west. The tree is 19-feet
9-inches in circumference and nearly 100-feet tall.
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enue justification is gone, baby, gone.
If we really want to re-enfranchise all of

our citizenry, do the math and start with
the sewer systems. The waterfront should
be about parks and museums and cultural
centers open to all and preferably for free.
Whatever we do to and with our river
should first respect and understand it. Un-
derground parking should be built so that
we don’t choke on our own growth, for
once. The tourist dollars that will fill up our
existing, underserved hotels and half-empty
restaurants will more than pay for upkeep
if we know how to manage our city budget
efficiently and honestly. Intelligent and prof-
itable cities have proved nationwide that
authentic, historical culture is the biggest
and most lasting draw — let’s go with our
strongest suit.

Michael A. Peck
Co-homeowner and resident, 420 North

Union St. supporting Citizens for An
Alternative Alexandria Waterfront Plan

Restore Chapel
To the Editor:

Along with many Alexandrians, I was sad-
dened by last October’s fire that damaged
the Immanuel Chapel at the Virginia Epis-
copal Seminary. This gracious historic struc-
ture, part of a complex of 19th century
buildings that is listed with the National
Register of Historic Places, has for well over
a century been a prominent landmark of
the Seminary and surrounding Seminary
Hills community. But I was shocked to learn
in the Gazette Packet (April 21, 2011) that
the Seminary’s leadership was proposing to
use the fire and resulting insurance settle-

ment not as an opportunity to restore an
important but endangered historical trea-
sure, but to replace it with a bigger, mod-
ern, more utilitarian building.

Because we Alexandrians value and pro-
tect our historical neighborhoods and land-
marks, we have a unique sense of place that
no other community in the Washington area
can duplicate. Before proceeding to demol-
ish substantial portions of the remaining
Chapel, whose impressive brickwork and
walls survived the fire intact, I would hope
the Seminary’s leadership reconsiders their
responsibility to their fellow Alexandrians.
If a larger and more modern structure is
needed, then by all means raise the money
to build it. But use the insurance money
from the October fire to repair and restore
historic Immanuel Chapel. The fire dam-
aged but did not destroy Immanuel Chapel.
Neither should the Seminary’s leadership.

Dan Schecter
Seminary Hills

Proven Record
To the Editor:

In [April 21] issue, Michael Lee Pope de-
clared Rob Krupicka as the frontrunner of
the state Senate race. To my knowledge, no
candidate or party committee has done any
polling for this upcoming primary. Presum-
ably, Mr. Pope based his conclusion on year-
to-date fundraising totals.

Unlike his two opponents, Del. Adam
Ebbin was in legislative session — serving
Virginia’s 49th district in the House of Del-
egates — during the months of January and
February. The Commonwealth’s election
laws limited Del. Ebbin’s ability to solicit or

accept campaign contributions while the
legislature was in session. During the month
of March, after the end of the session, Del.
Ebbin brought in support at a much faster
rate than either of his opponents.

I support Adam Ebbin for Senate because
of his experience in the legislature and his
ongoing dedication to the people of north-
ern Virginia. Unlike his two opponents, Del
Ebbin has held a state-wide office with a
proven record of excellence. I want his voice
to continue speaking for me in Richmond.

Lori Friedman
Alexandria

Improve
Mass Transit
To the Editor:

I never supported putting BRAC at Mark
Center. Eisenhower Valley and the Van Dorn
Metro was always the obvious location, and
I was as shocked and dismayed as every-
one in our community when the Depart-
ment of Defense chose lower cost and poor
transportation infrastructure over mass
transit availability. And now we have an
inspector general report that tells us what
we knew — the Army cut corners and
avoided working with the local community.
We have been misled many times through
this process. Now we have to do all we can
to slow down the relocation to Mark Cen-
ter. The Army owes our community time to
get the needed road improvements in place.
As we near the official opening of the Mark
Center BRAC building, the question is what
do we do next? Here are seven things that
are essential to our ability to move forward.

First, we need to work with Congressman
Moran and do everything we can to delay
the move-in date for the Center. We need
time to get road and transit improvements
in place.

Second, the City of Alexandria and con-
cerned residents have worked hard over the
last few years to put together transporta-
tion plans to improve roads and expand the
availability of mass transit around Mark
Center. Working to ensure these are imple-
mented must be a top priority. Congress-
man Moran has been a strong partner, re-
cently securing $20 million in federal fund-
ing for these improvements. We must con-
tinue to work with him to see that the
money is spent wisely.

Third, through coordinated work with
Alexandria’s General Assembly delegation,
Alexandria City Council and our regional
partners we have secured state funds to
make interchange improvements to make
it easier for mass transit to get to the Mark
Center. This is critical; we have to make
mass transit the preferred transportation
option for people working at the Mark Cen-
ter. Full occupation of the Center should be
tied to the completion of this interchange.

Fourth, we need to be thoughtful about
additional development along Beauregard
Boulevard. Last fall, I successfully pushed
to slow down all development planning so
that the community could consider and dis-
cuss the many transportation and open
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The Old Dominion Boat Club’s proposal, known as Option A,
would create a public walkway along the river. In exchange,
the Boat Club is asking for the city to grant a city-owned
pleasure boat pier with 28 slips at the Torpedo Factory plus a
new boat storage facility on Eisenhower Avenue.

News

From Page 1

front Park contained in the
draft Waterfront Plan is the
optimal design,” Hamer wrote
in a memorandum outlining
recommended changes to the
small-area plan, adding that
Planning Commission mem-
bers should also consider al-
ternatives “which may have a
greater likelihood of imple-
mentation.”

Hamer once considered
Fitzgerald Square and the
King Street Pier what she
called “the soul of the plan,”
so the move to ditch the plan
is a drastic step away from a
long-held goal. Until January,
city officials were holding out
hope that a decades-long fed-
eral lawsuit initiated by the
Nixon administration against
the Boat Club would force
more public access along the

tially connecting the parking lot to
the building in a way that elimi-
nates the gap that currently exists
between the two. In exchange, Old
Dominion would transfer some of
its current parking lot to the city
as an addition to Waterfront Park.

“In my opinion, the city’s option
is a nonstarter,” said Boat Club
member Bert Ely, adding that he
was not speaking on behalf of the
organization. “The city’s option
just doesn’t make any sense at all.”

THE COMPROMISE measure
unveiled last week is a scaled-
down version of the one Hamer
has been pushing for months. The
amount of restaurant space has
been cut in half, reduced from
109,000 square feet to 50,000
square feet — a reduction that city
planners estimate will reduce an-
nual tax revenue by about
$500,000. Developers who want
to propose new projects for the
waterfront will have to consider
the “off-site impacts” during the
special-use permitting process.

“We certainly think this is mov-
ing in the right direction,” said Old
Town Civil Association President
John Gosling. “But there are way
too many hotel rooms in the plan.”

Hamer’s new recommendations
would also add several projects to
the small-area plan, increasing the
total cost to $44.5 million. One
new feature is a $3.6 million
“civic/cultural building” that
would be located along the Strand
to serve as a museum or history
center. And the cost of implement-
ing the long-delayed enhance-
ments to Windmill Hill Park have
also been added, tacking on at
least $5.5 million for the bulkhead

replacement and shoreline im-
provements.

“The shoreline has eroded for a
number of years and it needs to
be rebuilt,” said Teresa Miller,
former president of the Yates Gar-
dens Civic Association. “This is
long overdue.”

The revised recommendations
call for drastically revised Water-
front Park, which would include a
new pier that would serve as a
dock for water taxis. Other addi-
tions to the park include food
carts, outdoor cafes, informational
kiosks, and open-air pergola that
could serve as a farmers market.
On the transportation front, the

The city’s counter-proposal, known as Option B, would
change the Old Dominion Boat Club parking lot from its
current rectangular shape stretching from the river to
Strand to a new L-shaped alternative. The lot would start
at the river, then turn at a right angle toward the Boat
Club building before connecting to the foot of King
Street. In exchange, Old Dominion would transfer some
of its current parking lot to the city as an addition to
Waterfront Park.

Elizabeth ‘Betsy’ Fowler
band. They were married in 1942 and settled
in Alexandria in 1946.

Mrs. Fowler enjoyed golfing at Northern
Virginia’s Army Navy Country Club, where
she once hit a hole-in-one. She also was a
member of Westminster Presbyterian Church
in Alexandria and a painter who worked in
watercolors and oils.

Survivors include her husband of 69 years,
of Alexandria; three children, Elizabeth
Fowler of San Francisco, Ann Henry of
Newtonville, Mass., and Donald Fuester
Fowler of Aarhus, Denmark; five grandchil-
dren; and one great-granddaughter.

Funeral services will be held on Wednes-
day, May 18 at 11 a.m. at Westminster Pres-
byterian Church, 2701 Cameron Mills Rd.,
Alexandria. Interment to follow at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Donations in her memory may be made to
the Foundation Fund of Westminster Presby-
terian Church.
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Planners

waterfront. But on Jan. 11, the
United States Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit af-
firmed an earlier ruling by the
United States District Court for the
District of Columbia in favor of the
Old Dominion Boat Club.

“From the day the Boat Club
won that suit, it was time to start
thinking about other plans,” said
Katy Cannady, a Rosemont resi-
dent who has been critical of the
Planning Department. “But Faroll
Hamer kept holding on to this fan-
tasy of Fitzgerald Square like it
was going to happen.”

Now that planners have re-
treated on the idea of moving the
Boat Club parking lot, two poten-
tial scenarios have emerged — one
from the Boat Club and another
from the city. The Boat Club’s pro-
posal would create a public walk-
way along the river, an area that’s
currently closed to the public. In
exchange, the Boat Club is asking
for the city to grant a city-owned
pleasure boat pier with 28 slips at
the Torpedo Factory plus a new
boat storage facility on
Eisenhower Avenue.

“The desired city public plaza on
the Strand, which would provide
visual and physical access to Wa-
terfront Park would not be pro-
vided under the OBDC proposal,”
Hamer wrote.

The city’s counter-proposal
would change the Old Dominion
Boat Club parking lot from its cur-
rent rectangular shape stretching
from the river to Strand to a new
L-shaped alternative. The lot
would start at the river, then turn
at a right angle toward the Boat
Club building before connecting to
the foot of King Street — essen-

plan calls for increasing the fre-
quency and hours of the King
Street Trolley, increasing the ca-
pacity for commercial boat opera-
tions, adding bicycle parking and
implementing a valet program for
Old Town.

“We don’t want to become the
garage of Old Town,” said Roger

Waud, president of the North Old
Town Citizens’ Association. “A lot
of our residents are concerned that
the valet program would park
people on our streets and that
people who live here won’t be able
to find a parking space.”

The Planning Commission is ex-
pected to vote on May 3.

Obituary

Elizabeth “Betsy” Fowler, 94, who volun-
teered widely for political and social organi-
zations in Alexandria, died March 19 at Capi-
tal Hospice in Arlington County of complica-
tions after surgery for a broken leg. She had
been a resident of Alexandria for 65 years.

Mrs. Fowler was a past secretary of the Al-
exandria Democratic Committee and an of-
ficer in the old Beverly Hills Women’s Club.
She volunteered with Meals on Wheels,
served on the Board of Lady Managers at what
is now Inova Alexandria Hospital and was an
after-school tutor at George Mason Elemen-
tary School.

Elizabeth Archer was born in Selma, N.C.,
and graduated from high school in Louisville,
Ky. She attended the University of Louisville
and graduated in 1937 from the University
of Alabama.

She was working as a secretary for the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority when she met Donald
D. Fowler, a TVA intern who became her hus-
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM

THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Bethany Lutheran Church
2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Services at 8:30am & 11:00am
Sunday School at 9:45am

An April Assist
Support New Life!

Accepting donations of packages of diapers and
diaper wipes to support Assist Pregnancy Center

8th Annual Sounds Sweet!
Handbell Dessert Concert
Saturday June 4th 6:30pm

(703) 765-8255
More info (703) 765-8255
or www.bethany-lcms.org

From Page 31

Letters

space issues. There is now a citi-
zen-led, rather than city-led, pro-
cess in place to review transporta-
tion and planning issues on the
West End of Alexandria.

Fifth, Winkler Botanical Pre-
serve must protected. I took the
lead in making sure Winkler would
not be harmed by BRAC. My kids,
and thousands of others, go to
Winkler each year to learn about
the natural environment. I will
keep working with parents and
others from across Alexandria to
protect this community gem for
the long term.

Sixth, we must maintain a fo-
cused opposition to HOT lanes as
they have been planned to date. I
wrote and championed
Alexandria’s policy against HOT
Lanes. I am proud of our city’s
work against HOT Lanes on I-395,
and I will always fight against
handing over our roads to private
companies that will increase cut-
through traffic in our neighbor-
hoods. Our neighborhoods are vi-
tal to our quality of life, and I will
always work to protect them. We
cannot let BRAC become an excuse
for building HOT Lanes that will
overrun our neighborhoods.

And seventh, mass transporta-
tion solutions that address the
overall growth in our region are a
must. BRAC is part of a larger on-
slaught of growth that demands a
better regional transportation sys-
tem: Skyline, Shirlington, Crystal
City, Bailey’s Crossroads, Land-
mark Plaza and Landmark Mall all
desperately need a coordinated
approach to mass transit. That is
why I have been working hard to
create a high-capacity mass tran-
sit network between Arlington,
Alexandria, and Fairfax. Car-ori-
ented solutions will not fix this. For

our quality of life and neighbor-
hood prosperity, it is essential that
we move quickly toward better
mass transit systems.

We must work together to focus
our energy on specific ideas to
move the region forward. Our
community deserves nothing less.

Rob Krupicka
Alexandria

Clear
Differences
To the Editor:

I am appalled by the indications
that some Republicans in this
country have adopted a “let the
devil take the hindmost” approach
to dealing with issues. From their
enchantment with Ayn Rand’s
“Objectivism” philosophy to their
denial of the implications of Rep-
resentative Paul Ryan’s proposed
budget, some Republicans are
sending a message that those
Americans who are more fortunate
should look out for their own well
being and leave their neighbors to
fend for themselves.

And I am flabbergasted that they
can propose to slash Medicare and
Medicaid while refusing to rescind
the Bush tax cuts and close tax
loopholes on corporations and the
wealthiest individuals in this coun-
try.

The Bush tax cuts were sold to
the American people as a tempo-
rary measure in a time of prosper-
ity and budget surpluses. They
were intentionally given an expi-
ration date so that they could be
evaluated in 10 years’ time. When
the time for evaluation came, we
were just beginning to emerge
from a devastating recession — yet
the Republicans failed to budge.
They cling to a belief in trickle-
down economics — a tenet that

Baby Doll
I bought you, Doll. I can rotate your dimpled arm to wave.
You stare back, unblinking, with those beautiful, blue peepers.
Mona Lisa smile on a mouth as silent as the grave.
OK, stop it! Now you’re giving me the creeps - Jeepers!
Eerie, but you are truly alive in the hands of my child.
At High Tea with Teddy, Ariel, and LuLu the Cat,
As the preferred guest-of-honor, your hair’s smartly styled.
My girl pouts until I fashion your origami hat.
We can’t stop her from growing up, Baby Doll. Soon enough
Interests will shift. You’ll be left in odd places, perhaps lost!
The day will come when you embarrass her. It’ll be tough.
You won’t suffer; I’ll put you away safe in your box.
Still, prepare yourself for the Mother of all Rejections
Even sweet memories can sink, with time away they flow.
Years from now, she’ll come to clear out my earthly possessions
Without a second thought, you’ll probably get the heave-ho.
But, if she unpacks you and lays you gently in her arm,
If Time stops, takes pity, unwinds, and she remembers …
Let her finger trace your cold, rosebud lips till they are warm!
Please, Doll, remind her how very much I loved her, won’t you?

— Nancy Lorentz

Poetry

has been proven to be false time
after time.

If tax cuts for the wealthiest
were indeed the solution to our
economic woes, they would
proven themselves during the last
decade.

Representative Ryan’s cynical
budget proposal would increase
the national debt by $6 trillion
over the next 10 years and he
wants to make up the difference
by throwing Americans who have
paid into the Medicare system for
as many as 37 years on the mercy
of private insurance companies.

It is time to stand up for our
neighbors and ourselves and
pledge to “Do unto our neighbors
as we would have them do unto
us.”

Susan B. Kellom
Member of the Alexandria

Democratic Committee

From Page 14

anywhere else. We all agree
that it’s critical for the Plan to
improve what’s there now
without compromising our
identity as a historic City, and
we all agree with many ele-
ments that are in the Plan. We
must find a balance of the el-
ements that are contentious —
a balance that combines the
right amount of both active
and passive open space, eco-

World Class
nomic development, vibrancy,
and great architecture into a
mix that is compatible with
existing neighborhoods and
businesses. This Plan has re-
ceived a tremendous amount
of public input over the past
two years. It’s time to make a
decision that will complete the
transformation, begun 40
years ago, from an obsolete
industrial area to a world-
class waterfront for the entire
community.

Maj. Gen. John M. Bednarek was
nominated by President Obama for ap-
pointment to the grade of lieutenant
general and assignment as the com-
manding general, First U.S. Army, Fort
Gillem, Ga.

Bednarek is currently serving as the
commanding general, First Army Divi-
sion East, Fort Meade, Md. Bednarek
grew up in Alexandria and graduated
from Bishop Ireton High School.

Military Notes
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season-high with 16 strikeouts. Her perfor-
mance helped the SSSAS softball team keep
its undefeated season alive with a 14-2, six-
inning victory.

Last season, Sargent earned first-team all-
ISL honors as a freshman while leading
SSSAS to its first share of a regular season
championship and its first ISL AA Tourna-
ment title. Head coach Stephanie Koroma
said Sargent is even better this season.
Through eight games, Sargent batted .615

Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See Sargent,  Page 35

Lady Titans
Basketball Camp

The T.C. Williams Lady Titans Rising Stars Basketball
Camp for girls ages 8-14 will be held from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. June 27-July 1 at T.C. Williams High School. Regis-
tration fee is $135 for the five-day event and a $50 non-
refundable deposit is due when registering. Balance is due
on the first day of camp.

Each participant will receive a T-shirt and certificate, and
there will be awards for the winners of 1-on-1, 3-on-3, free-
throw shooting, hot-shot shooting, knock out, team com-
petition and for the camper of the week.

Contact T.C. Williams head girls basketball coach Kesha
Walton at keshawalton@hotmail.com or 703-296-8717 for
more information.

Awards Banquet
The Sportsman’s Club will hold its 56th Annual Awards

Banquet on May 16 at The Westin Alexandria, located at
400 Courthouse Square. Reception hour begins at 6 p.m.
and dinner is served at 7 p.m. The guest speaker will be
Navy head football coach Ken Niumatalolo.

Individual tickets are $75. For more information, con-
tact Frank Flaherty at 703-346-6525.

Alexandria Native
Earns Another Honor

For the second consecutive week, Case Western Reserve
University junior right fielder and T.C. Williams graduate
Sam Alexander was selected as University Athletic Asso-
ciation Hitter of the Week, announced the league office on
Monday, April 25.

Alexander batted .467 (7-of-15) with a homerun and
seven runs batted-in during a 4-0 week for the Spartans.
He also doubled and tripled, as well as walking twice and

Sports Briefs

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

S
t. Stephen’s & St. Agnes clean-
up hitter Alexis Sargent
belted a would-be single into
left field to lead off the sec-

ond inning of an April 21 contest at
Flint Hill. With the score tied, Sargent
noticed an opportunity to get into
scoring position as she approached
first base.

As Sargent rounded the bag, she
collided with the Flint Hill first
baseman, sending the Huskies in-
fielder to the ground. Sargent saw the
base umpire signal an “obstruction”
call and the Saints sophomore jogged
confidently toward second, knowing
the umpire’s ruling awarded her the
base. The following batter, junior
Emma Luparello, singled to right and
Sargent came around to score a run
that might not have happened with-
out her heads-up maneuver.

Did Sargent purposefully collide
with the Flint Hill first baseman? Her
smile and laugh after the game pro-
vided an adequate answer, but she
went on to elaborate.

“I’ve played enough ball to know,”
Sargent said, “that if she’s in the way
and I hit her, with good umpiring, I’ll
get the call and I get second.”

Sargent displayed her softball
knowledge early in this Thursday af-
ternoon Independent School League
contest. She spent the rest of the game
showing off her physical talents.

At the plate, No. 00 finished 3 for 4
with a triple, home run and two RBIs.
In the pitcher’s circle, she matched a

with three home runs,
nine extra-base hits,
12 RBIs and posted a
.689 on-base percent-
age. In the circle, she

struck out 113 batters, an average of 14 per
game, with a 0.96 ERA.

“I like to be proud of my past, but I like
to keep it behind me and look toward the
future because that means nothing about
this year,” Sargent said. “There’s a bunch
of great pitchers in our league and I just
have to stay focused on what my team does
this year.”

Sargent is a strikeout machine in the
circle. Against Flint Hill, she struck out the

side in three of six innings, struck out at
least two in every frame and even struck
out four Huskies in the fourth inning. She
threw 67 of 86 pitches for strikes and tossed
a first-pitch strike to 19 of 25 batters faced.

“She is going to strike a lot of batters out,”
Koroma said. “She’s never happy with her-
self unless she does. ... She’s pretty focused
and [a] pretty dominating pitcher.”

Koroma said Sargent’s control has im-
proved, she has better movement on her
pitches and the right-hander has more con-
fidence in throwing a wider variety of
pitches. Part of the reason for Sargent’s

Sargent Commands Saints’ Pursuit of Title Repeat
Sophomore pitcher among the best in the ISL.

SSSAS sophomore pitcher Alexis Sargent struck out
16 against Flint Hill on April 21 and averaged 14 per
game during the Saints’ 8-0 start.

Junior catcher Emma Luparello had three RBIs
against Flint Hill on April 21. Behind the plate,
Luparello said she’s improved while working with
pitcher Alexis Sargent.

Through eight games, Alexis Sargent batted .615 with
three home runs, nine extra-base hits, 12 RBIs and
posted a .689 on-base percentage.

“She is going to strike a
lot of batters out. She’s
never happy with herself
unless she does.”

— SSSAS head softball coach
Stephanie Koroma

See Sports Briefs,  Page 36

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/Gazette Packet
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Sports

growth as a pitcher is the devel-
opment of her battery mate.

“The relationship between
[Sargent] and Emma Luparello,
the catcher, has grown to the point
where [Sargent’s] more confident
throwing things that have a lot
more movement,” Koroma said,
“because Emma’s improved as a
catcher, which has made the duo
much stronger.”

Sargent throws six pitches —
fastball, change-up, curve ball, rise
ball, screwball and drop ball — an
array that can be difficult for a
catcher to handle.

“Last year was the first time I
caught for Alexis and it was actu-
ally the first time I caught for any-
one pitching with movement,”
Luparello said. “This year, her
pitches go a little faster and she’s
a lot more specific with her move-
ments. Even though she was re-
ally good last year, she’s definitely
getting better. It was a challenge
[catching Sargent last season], but
she was really good at helping me
improve a lot. I owe a lot of it to
her. We go off in practice and she
just coaches me. She helps a lot.”

Sargent is a major contributor
to the Saints’ success, but what
makes this year’s team different,
Koroma said, is the entire lineup
is producing. Through eight
games, SSSAS batted .390 as a
team with a .454 on-base percent-
age and averaged 11 runs per con-
test. Luparello went 3 for 4 with
three RBIs against Flint Hill and
batted .480 with one home run,
10 RBIs and a .567 on-base per-
centage through eight games. Jun-
ior first baseman Taylor Heasley,
an all-ISL selection last year, bat-
ted .600 with one home run, 10
RBIs and a .636 on-base percent-
age through eight games.

A 13-0 victory over Stone Ridge
on Tuesday improved the Saints
record to 9-0. SSSAS will close the
regular season with games at
Georgetown Visitation (April 28)
and Highland School (April 29)
and at home against Maret (May
4) and National Cathedral (May
5) before the start of the ISL Tour-
nament. The Saints finished in a
three-way tie for the 2010 regular
season title with Georgetown Visi-
tation and Maret, and defeated
Maret in the tournament title
game.

“Last year was the
groundbreaking year,” Koroma
said. “... I think the expectations
are obviously higher. The girls’ ex-
pectations of themselves are
higher. They’re not satisfied with
anything less than that, so that has
been a goal from day one. They
don’t want to share it this year.
They want sole possession.”

Sargent
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Sports•Art•Cooking•Drama•Travel•Academics•Nature•Science

Sign Up Now  •  703-548-4804  •  www.acdsnet.org

ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

GRADES K–9

FULL DAY 9:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
Aftercare Available

ONE-WEEK SESSIONS
June 20–August 5

• American Girl
• Film & Photography
• Outdoor Adventure
• Ooey Gooey Science
• Bugs in the Backyard
• Microfinance for Kids
• Test Prep: SSAT & HSPT

NO GIMMICKS.
JUST RESULTS.

1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

703.683.0777
FitnessTogether.com/alexandria

Fitness Together Alexandria
300 North Washington Street
Suite 106
Alexandria, VA 22314

This Summer - Be a Stronger,
Leaner, Fitter You

From Page 34

Sports Briefs

scoring six runs.
For the season, Alexander is hit-

ting .387 with four homers, 50 RBI
and a team-high 18 doubles and
five triples.

The Spartans have won 16-of-18
to improve to 30-12 this season.
Case’s final regular season game
is scheduled for Wednesday, April
27 versus local-rival John Carroll
University at 4 p.m. at Nobby’s
Ballpark. The team will then await
a possible Pool B or Pool C selec-
tion into the NCAA Division III
Championship.

Aces Looking
For Host
Families

The Alexandria Aces Collegiate
Summer Baseball Club of the Cal
Ripken Collegiate Baseball League
is looking for host families for its
upcoming 2011 season. Aces play-
ers arrive in Alexandria on Memo-
rial Day Weekend. All players need
is a place to sleep and access to a
washer and dryer, the Aces take
care of everything else. To volun-
teer as a host family, contact Aces
Host Family Coordinators, David
Cheney (Aces Club Boosters -
Baseball Chairman) or Lisa Marie
Cheney (Aces Club Boosters -
Board Vice Pres.) by email at
cheneydave@gmail.com or by
phone at 703-370-2882.

Swim Coaches
Wanted

The Parklawn Piranhas has ap-
proximately 90 swimmers (ages 5-
18) and will compete in NVSL Di-
vision 16 this summer. The team
is looking for one or two assistant
coaches that will improve athletes’
swimming technique, endurance
and speed, promote great sports-
manship, and encourage team
unity.

The assistant coach must be
available for nine practice times a
week (Monday-Friday 8-11:30
a.m., Tuesday-Thursday 5:45-7:45
p.m.), Monday-evening meets, Fri-
day-evening pep rallies, and Sat-
urday-morning meets. There will
be additional time commitments
for Relay Carnival, coaching staff
meetings, and team social events.

The ideal candidate will have
experience coaching with NVSL,
high school, or club teams. Knowl-
edge of all NVSL and US Swim-
ming rules and procedures is es-
sential. Lifeguard, CPR, AED, and
First Aid certification must be com-
pleted by May 23. All interested
candidates should apply immedi-
ately. Send resumes and any ques-
tions to (jacquelyn.marinucci
@gmail.com).
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Banking Positions
Belvoir Federal Credit Union is seeking 
individuals to fill the following vacancies 
at our WHS (Washington Headquarters 
Service) Branch, Alexandria, VA.

• Assistant Branch Manager

The individual must possess strong 
sales and organizational skills, commit-
ment to making a difference, a market-
ing aptitude to work in the community to 
build the business development area 
and market share. Candidate must 
have excellent communication, interper-
sonal, and problem solving skills. Profi-
cient in Microsoft Office, significant 
sales and financial services experience.

• Member Service Specialist

Position requires the right mix of skills 
and attributes: Proven sales skills, out-
going & enthusiastic attitude and the 
ability to handle all duties of a Member 
Service Representative, Teller and Loan 
Interviewer.

We offer competitive salaries, benefits 
and incentives. Fax or e-mail resumes 
to: Belvoir Federal Credit Union, HR, 
Fax: 703.580.0445
E-mail:  hr@belvoirfcu.org
EOE/AA/MFDV

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

FRONT DESK BOOKKEEPER

Busy Pediatric Practice in Alexandria seeks 
customer service oriented, dependable front 

desk bookkeeper, M-F, 10am - 6pm.  

703-914-8989 ext 131

SALES PERSON
Part-time, Full-time • Top Salary

Excellent working conditions.
Flexible hours. No nights/Sundays.

Requirements: energetic, mature 40+,
pleasant personality, fluent English.

Call Mrs. Shipe Between 11am & 4pm
MAE’S DRESS BOUTIQUE

703-356-6333 • McLean, Virginia

Ladies ApparelMassage Therapist
P/T with client base. Hourly/Commis-
sion based. Busy Day Spa in Historic Old 
Town Alexandria. Call: 703-836-7330

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

P/T ADMIN ASSISTANT
Consulting firm seeking part-time admin 
asst. Currently in Tysons; relocating to Old 
Town Alex. in next 4 to 6 months. Respon-
sibilities include: word processing, answer-
ing phones, filing, database mgmt, research. 
Word and Excel knowledge required. Flexi-
ble Hours: about 15-20 hours/week. Casual 
dress. Email resume and salary require-
ments to info@revparintl.com.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING Private School Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant 

Alexandria Country Day School has an 
opening for a School Receptionist available 
May 2.  Hours are 7:45 AM to 4:00 PM. 
This is a year-round position. 
Responsibilities include: Greeting visitors, 
answering calls, providing assistance to the 
Executive Assistant and others . Serving as a 
Parent Teacher League liaison and fulfilling 
other school and parent requests.

The ideal candidate should have prior ad-
ministrative experience as well as a profes-
sional demeanor.  Effective time manage-
ment skills, ability to juggle multiple con-
current projects, and demonstrated dependa-
bility are also required. The candidate 
should also have a positive attitude, excel-
lent verbal and written communication 
skills, outstanding organizational skills and a 
working knowledge of MS Office. Bache-
lors or Associates Degree preferred.
Please  email  cover letter,  résumé,   and  
references to:  aaddison@acdsnet.org.

RGIS needs you!
RGIS inventory  specialists, the world’s 
largest inventory service, has immediate 
openings in the Northern Virginia area.

We offer:
• $9/hr starting wage
• Paid Training
• No experience necessary
• Flexible schedules
• Work in a team environment
• Advancement Opportunities

Must be at least 18 years old and have 
access to reliable transportation.

Visit us online at www.rgisinv.com

RGIS Inventory Specialists is an equal 
opportunity employer.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

Alexandria - Waynewood

Call 703 338 2716 for an appointment.  Open House APR 30 , 3-5pm & MAY 1, 12-3pm.
1101 Dalebrook Drive, Alexandria, VA 22308.

Picture yourself driving home along the
Nation’s picturesque parkway as it winds
along  the Potomac River a few short
miles from DC. This house is located in
one of N. Virginia’s top-10 neighborhoods.
Home is updated, both inside and out, has
many extras and ready to move in.

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Need an Estate Sale?
Get the highest price for your

estate and everything sold in 1 day.
CALL “THE ESTATE SPECIALIST"

Bolton Auctioneers
Frank E/Donna Bolton

Licensed/Bonded

703-494-5062
We take credit cards!

Sell the best way......the auction way!
www.boltonauctioneers.com

25 Sales & Auctions 25 Sales & Auctions

26 Antiques

BOOKS
OLD & OUT-OF-PRINT
Looking for good homes for 

my old books & yours. 
Carolyn Johns Books, 
8101 Richmond Hwy 

(Inside Market). 

571-216-8875

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Garage/Moving sale, 4012 
Laurel Rd, Alex, VA 22309. 
Everything must go! Lots of 
great stuff. Sat 4/30 & Sun  
5/1, 8am-2pm rain or shine

Pinewood Lake
Community Yard & Plant Sale
Saturday April 30th 9AM-3PM
Near Ft. Belvior off of Rte. 1

26 AntiquesLegal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Riva Enterprise, Inc trading as

Euro Bistro and Grill, 6027
Richmond Hwy, Alexandria,

VA 22303. The above
establishment is applying to

the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL for a Wine and
Beer on Premises & Mixed

Beverage on Premises license
to sell or manufacture

alcoholic beverages. Fotis
Sadikaj, President

LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given to members of the NY, nonprofit,
American Society of Clinical Oncology, Inc., that eligible ASCO

members may vote by proxy ballot on proposed Bylaws
amendments through ASCO’s official website, www.asco.org
between March 22 and May 18, 2011, to be delivered to the

ASCO President or his designee for casting at the 2011 ASCO
Annual Business Meeting, to be held June 6, 2011, 12:00 PM-
1:00 PM at the Hyatt McCormick Place, Regency Ballroom, in

Chicago, IL. Members with questions can email
ASCOBylaws@asco.org or call 571-483-1316.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please take notice that the City will accept offers for a
piece of surplus real estate from the time of this
advertisement through the close of business on May
13, 2011. The parcel is commonly known as 401 East
Braddock Road and is approximately 5,069 square feet
in size. Details regarding the offer process and more
information about the parcel can be found at the
following link:
http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/generalservices/
401%20East%20Braddock%20Road.pdf Please
contact Timothy E. Wanamaker, Deputy Director,
Department of General Services, 110 North Royal
Street, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA. 22314, phone (703)
746-3208, e-mail Tim.Wanamaker@alexandriava.gov,
with any questions.

Legal Notices

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

Legal Notices

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, MULCHING,
AERATION, SEEDING,

Chao’s

202-409-6488

LAWN CARE

PARKING
Contractor / Landscaper

IN ALEXANDRIA
Starting at $300 a Stall

Also Office Space Available
$12/Sq Ft

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

CLEANING

HOUSECLEANING
SERVICES

Quality service at fair
prices with great refs.

Excellent work.
Satisfaction guaranteed
Free estimates. pls call

703-998-5338

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up,

Mulching,
Tree Cutting,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

HAULING An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 28 - May 4, 2011  ❖  39www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



40  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 28 - May 4, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com




