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Why Personal Design Matters
Interior design is about allowing yourself the freedom to create an environment
that makes you smile, says Alexandria designer Barbara Franceski, who designed
this family room for a spring design house.

See Special Section, starting on Page 18.

Home LifeStyle

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

I
t was a clear and unusually warm winter morn-
ing 30 years ago when  Zita Truesdale kissed
her husband goodbye as he headed off to work

as a deputy with the Alexandria sheriff’s department.
But that afternoon she picked up the phone and heard
the three words that would change her life: “Bill got
shot.”

“I remember it like it was yesterday,” recalled Zita
Truesdale Noyes of Jan, 27, 1981, when William G.
Truesdale became the only deputy sheriff to be killed
in the line of duty. “Even though I was told to rush to
the hospital, it took some time for me to realize what
had happened. I kept thinking maybe he was only
shot in the foot or something like that.”

At the age of 26, Truesdale Noyes became a widow
raising four children. The youngest, Kevin, was only
6 months old when he lost his father but on May 5,
he followed in those footsteps when he was sworn
in as a deputy with the Alexandria sheriff’s depart-
ment during a ceremony that renamed the city’s jail
in honor of the father he never knew.

“It kind of makes everything come full circle,” said

Kevin Truesdale after receiving his badge from Sher-
iff Dana Lawhorne. “I hope that my career will honor
his memory.”

In addition to the renaming of the Alexandria Adult
Detention Center to the William G. Truesdale Adult
Detention Center, a 4,500-pound monument carved
out of black granite honoring Deputy Truesdale was
unveiled by Lawhorne as family members and digni-
taries looked on.

“Today is truly bittersweet,” said Lawhorne in his

By Michael Lee Pope
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T
hose ubiquitous red bi-
cycles that have flooded
Arlington and the District

of Columbia may be coming to Al-
exandria. The only real question
is where the stations would be lo-
cated and how the program would
work.

Last month, Transportation Di-
rector Rich Baier sent a proposal
to the city manager’s office outlin-
ing a proposal for a pilot BikeShare

program that would put 54 bi-
cycles at six stations in Old Town
and the Carlyle neighborhood. The
cost of the first year would be
$400,000, which could be fi-
nanced with money from the Con-
gestion Mitigation and Air Qual-
ity Funding Program.

“We’re excited about the possi-
bility of bringing BikeShare to Al-
exandria,” said Carrie Sanders,
pedestrian and bicycle coordina-
tor for the city government. “At this

By Michael Lee Pope
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T
his weekend, members
of the Alexandria City
Council will consider a
plan that would re-

shape the waterfront for genera-
tions to come. The plan under con-
sideration would designate the
Old Dominion Boat Club parking
lot as a new public park known as
Fitzgerald Square, although it’s
unclear how that would happen
considering the club’s resistance to
the idea. It would also overturn a
longstanding ban on hotels along
the waterfront and increase den-
sity at three sites where hotels are
envisioned. Finally, it would in-
crease the height limit at one of
the sites where one of the hotels
would be located.

Critics of the plan are calling for
a delay, but Mayor Bill Euille says
his intention is to take action on
Saturday.

“This plan might not be perfect,
but at least it’s a way to move for-
ward,” said Euille. “Unless there’s
a reason not to vote for this on
Saturday, I’d like to go ahead and
take action.”

The waterfront small-area plan
that will be before City Council on
Saturday represents the culmina-
tion of years of planning and hun-
dreds of community meetings. El-
ements of the plan have come and
gone, including a last-minute de-
cision of Planning Director Farrol
Hamer to ditch the idea of
Fitzgerald Square because the
Boat Club opposed the idea. Plan

Waterfront Gamble
Council poised to consider allowing
hotels and increasing density.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne congratulates
Deputy Sheriff Kevin Truesdale and pre-
sents him with his badge.

‘Guardians by choice,
heroes by chance.’

Center Renamed for Slain Deputy
Critics question variety of costs.

BikeShare Program
Wheeling into City?
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ning Commission members
added the public square back into
the plan even though negotiations
with Old Dominion remain incon-
clusive.

“I would like to see an agree-
ment with the Boat Club before we
adopt a plan,” said Councilman
Frank Fannon, who is also a mem-
ber of the Old Dominion Boat
Club. “That would be ideal, al-
though negotiations are ongoing.”

THE BIGGEST CHANGE in the
current plan would be to overturn
a longstanding ban on hotels along the waterfront.
When the current zoning ordinance was written,
hotels were not considered as a possible land use.
The plan overturns that longstanding ban, a move
that some say would be a mistake. Hamer’s version
of the plan would have allowed 650 rooms, although
the Planning Commission scaled that back to 450
hotel rooms by defining a boutique hotel as 150
rooms.

“I’m not for hotels on the waterfront, whether they
are small or large,” said Vice Mayor Andrew
Macdonald, who has been critical of the plan as it
has developed. “We need to go back to the drawing
board and consider other options for these three sites
such as parks or museums or art centers.”

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the plan
would be to increase the allowable density at the
three sites where hotels would be allowed. The big-
gest density increase would be at a site known as
the Cummings-Turner block, which is owned in large
part by the Cummings family and the Turner family.
Current zoning would allow 124,760 square feet of
development here. But the plan under consideration
by the City Council would add 62,380 square feet to
the development envelope, increasing the floor-area
ratio from 2.0 to 3.0.

“I don’t see the goal maximizing commercial de-
velopment,” Councilman Rob Krupicka said during

a work session on the plan. “I see the goal as paying
for all the stuff we want to have in the plan.”

ANOTHER ASPECT of the plan would increase the
height limit at the Robinson North site. In addition
to allowing a hotel here, adding almost 44,000 square
feet to the development envelope, the plan under
consideration would increase the height limit from
55 feet to 66 feet. Opponents say allowing taller build-
ings and increasing the density along the waterfront
would be a mistake.

“It’s just not compatible,” said Poul Hertel, a long-
time critic of the plan. “This plan is confused and
inconsistent.”

“We completely agree that whatever goes on the
waterfront should be completely compatible with the
residential and historical character of the neighbor-
hoods,” responded Hamer. “We don’t have any inter-
est increasing lots of traffic or inappropriate levels of
activity, so it’s going to be on ongoing discussion us-
ing the hotel and restaurant policy as a guideline.”

The plan now under consideration is a scaled-down
version of the one Hamer has been promoting for
months. The amount of restaurant space has been
cut in half, reduced from 109,000 square feet to
50,000 square feet — a reduction that city planners
estimate will reduce annual tax revenue by about
$500,000. Developers who want to propose new
projects for the waterfront will have to consider the
“off-site impacts” during the special-use permitting
process.

“The SUP process is designed so that each use is
reviewed and assessed for its appropriateness at spe-
cific locations and for its ability to coexist with adja-
cent and nearby uses without impacts to the charac-
ter of the area, the plan goals as a whole and the
enjoyment of nearby property,” Hamer wrote in a May
6 memorandum to City Council members.

THE CURRENT VERSION of the plan also adds
several elements that weren’t in previous incarna-
tions, increasing the total cost to $44.5 million. One
new feature is a $3.6 million “civic/cultural build-
ing” that would be located along the Strand to serve
as a museum or history center. And the cost of imple-
menting the long-delayed enhancements to Windmill
Hill Park have also been added, tacking on at least
$5.5 million for the bulkhead replacement and shore-
line improvements.

“The shoreline has eroded for a number of years
and it needs to be rebuilt,” said Teresa Miller, former
president of the Yates Gardens Civic Association. “This
is long overdue.”

The revised recommendations call for drastically

Entering the Red Zone
Thinking about parking on the West End? Better make sure

you’ve got a city decal or a daytime pass.
Anticipating a glut of Department of Defense employees trying

to take advantage of street parking when the Washington Head-
quarters Service opens this September, City Council members are
hoping to make a preemptive strike against an anticipated prob-
lem. This weekend, council members will consider creating a new
parking district for the West End. Under a proposal outlined Tues-
day night, the plan would hit automobiles that don’t have a city
decal or display a non-resident parking permit within one mile of
the Mark Center with a $40 ticket between 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“We are trying to anticipate the problem and be proactive,”
said Vice Mayor Kerry Donley, “instead of waiting for the prob-
lem and reacting to it.”

Once the parking district is established, a majority of residents
in a given block would have to petition the city to activate the
restrictions. The Department of Transportation and Environmen-
tal Services would then validate the petition and install signs in-
dicating the parking restrictions. If all blocks within the daytime
parking district activated the restrictions, the cost of implement-
ing the plan would be $216,000. But because only 25 percent of
the blocks eligible are likely to participate, the cost is expected to
be closer to $54,000 — some of which would be offset by fines
collected by violators.

“Let the word go out,” proclaimed Donley. “If you want to park
in the west end, make sure you have the right permit or you’ll get
a love note from [Deputy Police Chief] Blaine Coral and his
minions.”

Conditionally Aware
During a ceremony honoring outgoing state Sen. Patsy Ticer

(D-30), Councilman Rob Krupicka recalled a scandalous mo-
ment from her first campaign for the state Senate — one that
could have turned X-rated. But it didn’t.

Ticer was mayor at the time, and Krupicka was an up-and-com-
ing pol working on her first campaign for the Senate. The two
were pounding the pavement on a hot summer day, going door to
door meeting voters. Ticer approached one house noticing that
the screen door was open and the ceiling fan was going full speed.

Nothing shocking about that.
But what happened next made the moment memorable all these

years later. The man was lying on the floor buck naked, enjoying
what Benjamin Franklin would have called an “air bath.” Ticer
bolted, and they are now able to see the humor in the situation.

“Let’s get going,” Ticer said, according to Krupicka, who hopes
to succeed her in the Virginia state Senate.

“I never saw the guy,” Ticer explained sheepishly after the cer-
emony. “I just became aware of his condition.”

Copenhagen or Bust
As climate change continues to warm the globe, folks in the

city’s environmental division are trying to prepare a response.
That includes installing a green room on City Hall and preparing
for the Potomac River to rise between two to five feet, although
one recent engineering study concluded that the river could rise
as much as 6.5 feet. But environmental division chief Bill
Skraback acknowledged Tuesday night that the city will not
meet its goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 2005 lev-
els by 2012.

“That’s roughly about a 10 percent reduction,” said Skraback.
“We, as a government, think we’re close. But it brings some chal-
lenges when we bring on new buildings like the police station.”

Skraback was more upbeat that the city could meet the goal for
2020, which is to reduce greenhouse emissions by 20 percent
below 2005 levels. By 2050, the city’s goal is to cut emissions by
80 percent below 2005 levels.

“That kind of gets us down to where Copenhagen is right now,”
said Skraback. “So it’s not in insurmountable task.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

Council To Vote on Waterfront Plan

Department of Planning and Zoning

City Council members will be considering designating the
parking lot of the Old Dominion Boat Club as a new
public park known as Fitzgerald Square.

Increasing Density
❖ Robinson Terminal South: Owned by the Washington

Post, this site is expected to be redeveloped in the near
future. The small-area plan currently under consideration
calls for half this site to redevelop as a hotel and the other
half to redevelop as residential. The expected implementa-
tion would be between five to 15 years. The plan under
consideration would increase allowable density by 43,520
square feet, from 195,296 square feet to 238,816 square
feet. That would increase the floor-area ratio from 1.38 to
1.69.

❖ Robinson Terminal North: Owned by the Washington
Post, this site is expected to be redeveloped in the near
future. The small-area plan currently under consideration
calls for half the site to redevelop has a hotel and the other
half to redevelop as multifamily residential site. The
expected implementation would be between three to five
years. The plan under consideration would increase
allowable density by 53,136 square feet, from 327,393
square feet to 380,529 square feet. That would the floor-
area ratio from 2.0 to 2.32. The plan would also increase
the height limit on the parcel west of Union Street from 55
feet to 66 feet.

❖ Cummings/Turner Block: Owned by the Cummings
family and the Turner family, these sites are part of a block
that has a total of 100,992 square feet of existing build-
ings. The small-area plan under consideration would allow
a hotel to be constructed here within the next three to five
years. The plan under consideration would increase
allowable density by 62,380 square feet, from 124,760
square feet to 187,140 square feet. That would increase
the floor-area ratio from 2.0 to 3.0.
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~ 2010 Awards of Excellence ~

Bobi Bomar

Chairman of The Board

President’s Club

Rookie of the Year
Gretchen Wilkinson

Ambassador’s Club
Lisa McCaskill � Jennifir Bobsein � Greg & Joni Koons �

Diann Hicks � Mary Smith � Dawn Gurganus �  Julie Hall �Rick Lane/Commercial

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Million Dollar Club

Nadine Wren �
Melanie Trainer �
Tillie Cassidy �
Hal Sadler
Erika Carroll
Karen Kearns �
JoAnn Lafon
Peter Niebauer

Fred & Susan Smith �
Mary Hurlbut �
Michael Seith �
Carlene Bahler
Kerrie Price
Beverly Tatum �
Sue Feinthel
Nancie Williams �

Gary Chute �
Kristen Foley �
Leslie Rodriquez �
Cindy Baggett �
Joyce Talley
Kristen Mason Coreas
Ernesto Sorto �
Alexis Bogdan �

�
Weichert
Gold
Services
Award
Winners

denotes

For the fourth
consecutive year, Kim
Farina, Alexandria/Old
Town has been named
Manager of the year.
The award recognizes
and honors individuals
who have
demonstrated
exceptional
management skills and
led their office to
achieve outstanding
results for the Year.

Kim Farina
Manager of the Year

Executive Club
Ace Werner Barbara Rosen � Marianne Welds � Susan Fitzgerald � Sandy McConville Bob Bazzle Alice Novak Michelle Gustafson

Christine Garner �
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finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
29 years of quality projects

Specializing in:
• Crown Moldings
• Wainscoting & Chair Railings
• Accent Trims
• Door & Window Trims
• Door & Hardware Installation
• Drywall Repairs
• Other Carpentry projects

By Phillip Norris

With Everything
You Need in

One Convenient
Place

Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria

Need More Time?
Find it at

The Shops of Fox Chase

Business

‘Yappy Hour’
Returns

 The bricks and mortar store of
Barkley Square in Del Ray may be
gone but its Yappy Hour returns
Friday, May 13, in a new partner-
ship with Artfully Gifts and Choco-
late in the Carlyle area of Alexan-
dria.

Held at the new Artfully Gifts
and Chocolate on John Carlyle
Street, AGAC owners Eric Nelson
and Edward Hart will be grilling
up traditional hamburgers for hu-
mans while Barkley Square will
debut their new canine sliders in
an evening to benefit the Washing-
ton Humane society.

Barkley Square’s Bark Bar will
make its return and WHS will be
on site with their mobile coach
bringing dogs and cats that need
to find a forever home. The Yappy
Hour runs from 6 to 8 p.m. and
will continue every other Friday
evening through October.

 They are whimsical, they are
fun, they are clever and they are
great for young and old alike.

Fairy Gardens are becoming a
new hobby. These miniature gar-
dens complete with miniature gar-
den furniture, accessories and
plants are available for sale at
Eclectic Nature Gift and Gardens.

According to owner, Christy
Beal, they are, “ideal for rookie
gardeners, those with limited
space and/or time, or those just
looking for a fun and rewarding
project. It’s a great creative out-
let. It’s another level of gardening
on a small scale.”

Beal, who started purchasing
these kits last year, said that they
are coming out with more and
more accessories.

“I love the miniature furniture,”
she said.

Last weekend, Beal showed

people how to assemble these gar-
dens during a free workshop that
was held at the gardening center.

This weekend, Beal will hold
another workshop on container
gardening on May 14 at 10 a.m.
at Eclectic Nature, 1503 Mount
Vernon Ave. Call 703-837-0500 or
visit www.engiftandgarden.com.

“Container gardening has al-
ways been huge,” said Beal. “It can
be done in a smaller space and is
much easier to manage. You can
control the environment by mov-
ing the containers around.”

Beal said that the possibilities
are unlimited and that the pottery
is now as fun as the plants. She
sells pottery that is frost proof so
that it can be left out during the
winter.

“The pots are as colorful as the
flowers,” she said.

— Gale Curcio

Eclectic Nature Explores Fairy
Gardens and Container Gardening
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remarks during the ceremony. “On the walls of the
National Law Enforcement Memorial in Washing-
ton, D. C. are inscribed these words: ‘Guardians by
choice, heroes by chance.’ Like other law enforce-
ment officers, Deputy Truesdale represented the thin
blue line that exists between order and chaos.  Know-
ing the risks, Bill still chose to serve and we are
thankful for his decision to live his life for the call to
duty.”

William Truesdale was 47 years old and an eight-
year veteran of the sheriff’s department when he
was escorting Wilbert Lee Evans back to the old jail
at 519 Princess St.  As Evans exited the transport
van, he overpowered Truesdale and removed the
deputy’s service revolver from its holster.  Evans fa-
tally shot Truesdale and fled the scene but was ap-
prehended a short time later in the 300 block of
North Columbus Street. Convicted of capital mur-
der and sentenced to death in June of 1981, Evans
was executed on Oct. 19, 1990.

“It took a long time to work through the legal pro-
cess and get to the point of execution,” said Truesdale
Noyes as she wiped away tears. “As long as that was
out there, it was hard. The hurt and anger were gone
by then but life didn’t really start to move forward
until it was over.”

Kevin Truesdale’s older brother Thomas, who was
8 years old when their father was killed, was over-
whelmed by the ceremony and outpouring of emo-
tion from the sheriff’s department and the private
individuals who funded the cost of the memorial.

“I don’t have any words for how I am feeling right
now,” said Thomas Truesdale. “I remember my fa-
ther as very dedicated and disciplined in his work
and I’m very proud of Kevin for following in his foot-
steps.”

Amid the cheers of family members and local dig-
nitaries, Kevin Truesdale’s eyes welled up as a large
black cloth was raised to reveal the name of his fa-
ther on the brick façade of the detention center.

“This memorial and the naming of our detention
center are special to us,” Lawhorne said.  “For as long
as this building stands, Deputy Truesdale will be a
visible part of our history, a reminder to all of us that
freedom is not free.”

Safe Violations?
Since the coal-fired power plant once owned by Mirant has

been the property of GenOn, the facility hasn’t had a very good
record. According to a recent consent order issued by the Vir-
ginia Department of Environmental Quality, the plant has been
cited for five violations in 2010 and 2011. This week, state regu-
lators hit them with a $275,562 fine.

“At no time was the safety of Alexandrians at risk,” said Misty
Allen, spokeswoman for GenOn. “The completed consent order
and fine payment mark Potomac River’s full compliance.”

The violations spanned a number of potential safety hazards.
One was for exceeding opacity. Another was for the use of coal
with an ash content higher than the permit limit. A third viola-
tion was for using a railcar of sodium bicarbonate instead of Trona,
which is supposed to control emissions of sulfur dioxide. The
fourth violation was for the use of used oil rather than the per-
mitted new oil for boiler combustion. The last violation was for
failing to include continuous emissions data to the Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Quality. “I don’t believe we were never
at risk,” said Elizabeth Chimento, a member of a monitoring
group that keeps an eye on the plant. “Violations aren’t issued
unless it’s important, and that’s just the way it is.”

Outsourcing Leadership
Leadership Alexandria is breaking up with the Chamber of Com-

merce. They’ll still be friends, of course. But they won’t be living
together anymore. On Friday, the chamber’s board of directors
voted unanimously to transfer the program to a nonprofit orga-
nization. Although Leadership Alexandria will no longer be an
official program of the Chamber of Commerce, the city’s captains
of industry will still provide guidance as the new organization is
formed. The move will allow the chamber of focus on its core
mission, a goal that some say has been obscured in recent months.

“We recognize the important role this organization has had in
creating a network of leaders for Alexandria,” said Chamber Presi-
dent Tina Leone in a statement. “As an independent 501(C)(3),
Leadership Alexandria will enter an exciting new era and the Al-
exandria Chamber will continue to be a key supporter of the pro-
gram, its vision and members.”

Since it was created in 2003, Leadership Alexandria has been a
Sorensen Institute for the city. The program focused on teaching
members about the local community while educating them about
leadership skills. To date, seven classes have completed the pro-
gram with 180 graduates. But the class of 2010 will be the last
one under the current model. Steering Committee chairman Mark
Feldheim says the future of the program will probably focus
less on the community and more on leadership skills.

“We are going to take a year to reorganize,” said Feldheim. “We
don’t want to have a class of 2011 while we are trying to figure
these things out.”

Parting Gifts
When board members of the Campbell Hoffman Foundation

decided it was time to dissolve, they were faced with an existen-
tial question — what to do with the endowment?

Fortunately for patients at an Arlandria clinic operated by the
Alexandria Neighborhood Health Services, a good chunk of that
endowment will go toward helping people here. On Tuesday, the
foundation’s president announced a gift of $677,500 will go to
Alexandria Neighborhood Health Services — part of a series of
gifts that were also given to the Arlington Free Clinic and the
Loudoun Community Health Center. “Today is a celebration of
the compassion and commitment of Dr. Olive Hoffman and
Jane Campbell who dedicated their lives to making health care
more accessible and made it the mission of the Campbell Hoffman
Foundation,” said Kathie Westpheling, president of the foun-
dation. “I can’t think of a better way to honor their legacy than by
making these generous gifts to organizations that give so much
to their communities thought the quality care they provide.”

“This generous gift will enhance our capacity to continue pro-
viding accessible, coordinated, community-based primary health
care, including behavioral and oral health care, for people in Al-
exandria and surrounding communities,” said Keith Hearle,
treasurer of Alexandria Neighborhood Health Services.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

revised Waterfront Park, which would include a
new pier that would serve as a dock for water taxis.
Other additions to the park include food carts, out-
door cafes, informational kiosks, and open-air per-
gola that could serve as a farmers market. On the
transportation front, the plan calls for increasing the
frequency and hours of the King Street Trolley, in-

creasing the capacity for commercial boat operations,
adding bicycle parking and implementing a valet pro-
gram for Old Town.

“We don’t want to become the garage of Old Town,”
said Roger Waud, president of the North Old Town
Citizens’ Association. “A lot of our residents are con-
cerned that the valet program would park people on
our streets and that people who live here won’t be
able to find a parking space.”

Council To Vote on Waterfront Plan

Center Named after Slain Deputy

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Master Deputy Shawn Buker and Deputy W.
L. Morgan (on roof)  pull up a cloth to
reveal the name of William Truesdale. The
Alexandria Detention Center was renamed
May 5 in honor of the slain deputy.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Zita Truesdale-Noyes, widow of slain
deputy William Truesdale, shows grand-
son Kevin Jr. the memorial to
‘granddaddy’ as newly sworn in sheriff’s
deputy Kevin Truesdale looks on.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Master Deputy Rob Deer of the Fairfax
County Sheriff’s Office plays the bagpipes as
the invited guests arrive at the renaming
and dedication of the Adult Detention
Center in Alexandria last Thursday morning.
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ALEXANDRIA LIGHTING
& SUPPLY
701 North Henry St., Alexandria, VA

703-548-2320
www.alexandrialighting.com
Ample Free Parking

ALEXANDRIA
LIGHTING & SUPPLY

Open Monday - Friday
7:30 AM - 5:00PM

Saturday
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Closed Sundays

Is Celebrating

50 years!
And to Thank our

Customers & Friends
We are offering 10% off our already
low prices in our Lighting Showroom

through the month of May

Find us on
Se
habla
español

People

L
etters to Virginia: Correspondence from
three generations of Alexandrians be-
fore, during and after the Civil War,” by
Barb Winters was honored with the T.

Michael Miller Alexandria History Award last month.
For over three years, Winters processed, read and
organized more than 800 family letters that had been
donated to the Special Collections at the Alexandria
Library.

Winters said that the boxes were first given to the
Lyceum. They later were sent over to the Barrett
Branch. She kept walking by them and finally asked
if she could go through them. The letters follow a
narrative of family correspondence from 1817 to
1940  written by members of the Eaches, Fendall
and Tackett families.

Special awards were also given to Benjamin F. Cool-

Historical Society Presents Awards

Peggy Gross and Anne S. Paul of the Alex-
andria Historical Society with the 2011 T.
Michael Miller Alexandria History Award
Winner Barb Winters.

“
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o
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o
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y
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e
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r
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f
t

ing III and Walton H. Owen II, co-
authors of “Mr. Lincoln’s Forts, A
Guide to the Civil War Defenses of
Washington.” Also Donald C.
Hakenson was honored for his
book, “This Forgotten Land, Vol-
ume II: Biographical Sketches of
the Confederate Veterans Buried
in Alexandria, Virginia.”

Students from local high schools
were also honored: Sarah Olsen of
Bishop Ireton, Sadiq Abubakar of
Episcopal, Shannon Lin of St.
Stephens St. Agnes and Robert Lee
Anderson of T.C. Williams.

— Louise Krafft

Robert Lee Anderson, Sadiq Abubakar, Vola Lawson and
Shannon Lin.
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point, we are still trying to determine
where to put the station and answer ques-
tions about how the pilot would work.”

The concept of sharing bicycles has been
popular for years in Europe, although it’s
only recently become popular in the United
States. Arlington County was the first local
government to enter into a contract for Bike
Share with a company known as Alta
BikeShare, a contract that Washington, D.C.
latter piggybacked onto through its affilia-
tion with the Metropolitan Washington
Council of Governments. Each jurisdiction
in the program owns the stations within the
boundaries, but Alta BikeShare operates the
regional system. If Alexandria were to agree
to enter the contract, Alta BikeShare would
have to sign off on the agreement as would
Arlington and Washington.

“The city can’t afford to put the bus sched-
ule at stops throughout the city but they
want to spend $400,000 on this?” asked Old
Town resident Poul Hertel, who critizied a
previous grant application for BikeShare
earlier this year. “I think there are better
ways to spend this grant money.”

CAPITAL BIKESHARE launched in Sep-
tember 2010 with 1,100 bicycles at 110 sta-
tions in Arlington and Washington. The idea
is simple — public bicycles are made avail-

able for shared use of people who have
purchased subscriptions. Users can pick up
or drop off bicycles at any of the designated
stations throughout the region. Currently,
the program has more than 10,000 daily
memberships and 5,300 annual member-
ships. Although the program is extremely
popular with bicycle enthusiasts, it has
struggled to make a profit.

“At this point, the operation is not at the
break-even point yet,” acknowledged
Michael Farrell, transportation planner for
the Council of Governments. “But there’s
an economy of scale that will take place as
the program gets bigger.”

Memberships range in price depending on
how long the customers wants to have 24-
hour access to the bicycles. A one-day pass
costs $5. A five-day membership is $15, and
a 30-day subscription costs $30. Yearlong
participation in the program can be pur-
chased for $75. The first 30 minutes of ev-
ery trip is free, prompting many users to
use the bicycles almost exclusively for short-
distance trips. Revenues are distributed to
jurisdictions based on the origin of each
revenue-generating trip.

“We are trying to get this up and running
in Alexandria as quick as we can,” said
Sanders. “But we also want to make sure
we take all the necessary steps to have a
successful program.”

Studies of the program indicate that

BikeShare works more efficiently when sta-
tions are clustered in a dense urban grid
because the average trip on Capital
BikeShare is 1.2 miles, and the average trip
duration is 24 minutes. As a result, city of-
ficials are planning to select the first six sta-
tions a quarter mile apart in Old Town and
Carlyle. The first stations will probably be
at the Metro stations, followed by areas that
have population clusters such as the Carlyle
neighborhood and along the King Street
corridor.

“BikeShare helps solve the last-mile prob-
lem of commuters getting to their destina-
tion by co-locating BikeShare stations with
transit,” wrote Rich Baier, director of the
Department of Transportation and Environ-
mental Services, in an April 6 memoran-
dum. “If successful, expansion should be
considered outside of Old Town, heading
north to Del Ray and Arlandria, connecting
to the existing Arlington BikeShare net-
work.”

FINDING THE RIGHT LOCATION for
the stations isn’t just about making sure
they’re convenient. The stations also have
to be in a spot with lots of sun because they
are solar powered, a feature that makes
them much easier to install than hooking
them into the grid. But it also limits where
they can be situated. The solar-powered sta-
tions range in size from six to 14 bicycles.

The pilot program currently under consid-
eration would spend $124,500 to construct
three small stations and $147,900 to build
three large stations. Installation labor would
cost $27,000, and the annual operation
costs would be $100,000.

“The $100,000 figure doesn’t include the
cost of replacing the bikes or the stations,”
said Sanders. “It’s just to give an indication
of what the pilot project would cost each
year.”

BikeShare suggests replacing the bicycles
every six years at a cost of $1,000 each, and
the system says the stations need to be re-
placed every 10 years at a cost of $10,200
for each station. Since the program was
launched eight months ago, revenue has
covered less than half of the expenses. Un-
til the system’s revenues can cover operat-
ing costs, local jurisdictions will be expected
to cover the gap in operating costs. Critics
say the city is setting itself up for failure.

“It’s not going to pay for itself, and we’re
going to be stuck with the tab,” said Semi-
nary Hill resident Jack Sullivan, who has
been critical of the program. “Unless you
have a number of bikes and a number of
stations, it doesn’t work.”

City Considers Joining BikeShare Program
Cost of BikeShare

Item Cost Quantity Total
Small station $41,500 3 $124,500
Medium station $49,300 3 $147,900
Annual operating

cost per bicycle $1,860 54 $100,440
Installation labor $4,500 6 $27,000
Fiscal year 2012 total costs $399,840

SOURCE: Department of Transportation and
Environmental Services

Spring Specials
• Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse

• Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
• Fresh Jumbo Softshell Crabs

   • Cold Salmon Platter
     & Cold Soup Trio

                           • Avocado Crab Salad

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com
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See ‘Jeopardy!’,  Page 11

By Senitra McCombs

The Gazette

E
very evening, Catherine
Carson and her younger
brother and sister would
sit around the kitchen

table looking at “Jeopardy!” as her
mother prepared dinner.

“Growing up, “Jeopardy!” was a
staple in my house … and my
mother and I would compete to
see who could answer more ques-
tions,” she said.

Recently, the St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes School (SSSAS) fourth-
grade teacher just finished com-
peting in the show’s first-ever
Teachers Tournament. The episode
aired on May 6 on WJLA ABC 7 in
the Washington, D.C. area.

Last year, Carson’s  fiancé  —
who also competed on “Jeopardy!”
In December 2010 — encouraged
her to take the online test and au-
dition just to give it a shot.

She did.
Sometime in February, she re-

ceived a phone call inviting her to
participate in the Teachers Tour-
nament.

“I couldn’t believe it was actu-
ally happening. It’s an once-in-a-
lifetime chance that so few people
get,” Carson said.

Fifteen of the brightest K-12
grade teachers nationwide were
chosen to participate in the “Jeop-
ardy!” two-week Teacher’s Tourna-
ment in an effort to spotlight the
importance and impact of educa-
tors.

All of the contestants will re-
ceive complimentary travel to Los
Angeles and prize money for par-

ticipating (plus any winnings). In
addition, the winner will receive
$100,000 and a guaranteed spot
in the “Jeopardy!” Tournament of
Champions airing later this year.

“Educators play such an impor-
tant role in guiding and inspiring
our young people to reach their
full potential,” said Harry Fried-
man, “Jeopardy!” executive pro-
ducer, “We thought it was time to
honor teachers with their own
tournament.”

She hopes to use her winnings
to pay for her wedding this fall.
She joked that compared to com-
peting on “Jeopardy!” her wedding
day will be a piece of cake.

To prepare for the quiz show, she
continued the family tradition of
watching “Jeopardy!”  including
many of the older episodes and
practiced answering in the form of
a question. Carson also read
through “The Dictionary of Cul-
tural Literacy” to get a background
on the subjects she wasn’t confi-
dent in.

Moreover, her fiancé found a
website that catalogues every
question from every show, and he
quizzed her.

“I also love trivia, whether in
casual conversation or in games
like ‘Trivial Pursuit.’ I love to learn
new tidbits and to share them with
others,” she added.

According to Carson, the most
difficult challenge of competing in
“Jeopardy!” was “trying to antici-
pate the unknown. The game is
much faster than it looks on TV;
there are the cameras, the makeup,

Catherine Carson with “Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek

Teacher Appears
On ‘Jeopardy!’
Tournament spotlights impact
and importance of teachers.
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and you can see yourself on the monitors.
Suddenly the reality hits you: You’re holding
the buzzer and hope for good categories.”

Overall, it was an unforgettable experi-
ence for Carson.

 “It was a great honor to be a part of this,”
she said. “The Teachers Tournament was a
great way to recognize the profession.”

As a teacher, she is always looking for new

teaching opportunities and being a part of
“Jeopardy!” provided her with plenty. “It was
also a way to show my students the rewards
of trying something new and challenging,
even if you’re nervous about it at times,”
she said.

Another important lesson Catherine
hopes to impart to her students is that even
though you may be competing against oth-
ers, your competitors are going through
similar emotions. “I can use this experience

to remind my students to think about what
others are going through in any given situ-
ation,” she said.

Many of Carson’s co-workers at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School were initially
surprised when they first heard that she was
chosen. They gave her their full support.

“Ms. Carson is a bright and creative
teacher who models what it means to be a
lifelong learner,” said Bob Weiman, direc-
tor of the Lower School at St. Stephen’s &

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Teacher Appears on ‘Jeopardy!’
St. Agnes, “So many adults have watched
‘Jeopardy!’ for years, but very few know
someone who was actually on the show. We
are very proud that one of our teachers was
chosen to participate in the first-ever teach-
ers tournament.”

Outside of watching “Jeopardy!”, Carson
also keeps busy by knitting, cooking, being
active and reading — probably her biggest
hobby. One of her favorite books is “To Kill
a Mockingbird.”
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S
mall businesses, especially locally
owned retail stores and restaurants,
are part of what defines any commu-
nity. Their livelihood depends on the

livability and quality of the neighborhoods
around them.

Frequently, it is the small retail person who
is active as a volunteer in fundraising and ad-
vocating for local charities, for fire and rescue
service, for local schools and in organizing

community events.
Local retail stores, mom-and-pop stores and

restaurants, have weathered some very tough
times in the last few years. Many of the
costs of doing business have increased,
(price of gas, for example) while many
businesses defined a successful year in
2010 if revenues did not decline —
again — from the previous year.

And small businesses are critical to economic
recovery. In Virginia, small businesses make up
more than 97 percent of employers and nearly
50 percent of non-government employment.

And while Northern Virginia’s economy has
fared far better than almost any other region
in the country, small, locally owned, commu-
nity-oriented businesses have not universally

In Recognition of Small Business Week
Show support for local
businesses May 15-21,
small business week.

shared in bounty.
The small business owner must be master of

the budget and doing more with less. He or
she must stay up to date on changing regula-

tions while they market their business,
manage benefits and employee sched-
ules and maintain the company’s edge
in serving its customers.

From May 15-20, show support to your lo-
cally owned small businesses. Shop locally. Eat
locally. Greet the business owner and tell her
that you’re there this week to support small,
local business.

Then be sure to come back on a regular ba-
sis.

Your hometown quality of life depends on
it.

Editorial

Snapshot
Double rainbows appear over Eisenhower valley after the thunderstorm on
Wednesday afternoon, May 3.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
a
 
S
h
a
w

n
 
A

v
e
r
y
-
S
i
m

o
n
s
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

Price for
Improvements
To the Editor:

While my general approach is to
stay out of other folks’ neighbor-
hoods when it comes to having an
opinion about what a small area
plan should contain, I think the
Waterfront Small Area Plan is dif-
ferent. More than a Central Busi-
ness District, the Alexandria Wa-
terfront is the thing that all
Alexandrians have in common. It
is the heart and the sometimes
blemished soul of Alexandria.

Some have spoken with passion
about further transforming the
Waterfront into a place where
museums and more parkland pre-

serve our historic heritage. I do not
oppose such notions. Where would
we be if Ellen Pickering and oth-
ers had not worked so hard to af-
fect public policy and effect the
transformation we see today? (Is
there any move to honor Ellen’s
memory on the Waterfront? She
deserves at least that.)

However, we live in an age
where public works do not
emerge, like Athena, fully formed
and funded. Without a revenue
source, they will not come to be.
We need look no further than the
recently completed budget process
to know that Alexandria’s resi-
dents are not interested in increas-
ing their tax burden to pay for
these parks and facilities.

After all, what we are talking

about preserving is the spirit of the
Alexandria Waterfront. The Alex-
andria Waterfront was not
parkland; it was the commercial
heart of the City. Its factories pro-
duced Fords. Its ships brought Af-
ricans to slavery, a heinous part of
our past. It contained such historic
facilities as a rendering plant dur-
ing the time I’ve lived in Alexan-
dria.

Some commercial activity along
the Waterfront in the form of ho-
tels and restaurants is not too large
a price to pay to generate the rev-
enue that will pay for the contin-
ued transformation and public
improvements we all seek.

The Alexandria City Council
should follow the lead of the Plan-
ning Commission and adopt the

proposed Waterfront Small Area
Plan.

Herb Cooper-Levy
Alexandria

No Invasion
To The Editor

I am baffled that your May 5
Article “Alexandria is Ours” refers
to the arrival of Federal forces as
an “invasion.” Can it be an inva-
sion if Federal forces restore order
in an area taken over by criminal
elements? And any effort to over-
throw the Constitution is a crime.
Earlier articles noted the existence
of slave pens at the corner of Duke
and Columbus. Despite the fine
rhetoric that secession was an ef-
fort to preserve the “liberties of
Virginians,” there is no dispute
that the motive for secession was
a fear that individuals would no
longer be able to hold slaves. We
also know that the slaves, far from
fighting for the secessionists (a
recent error by our State govern-
ment) or enjoying their status as
property, fled from their masters
as quickly as they could. An article
in an 1861 magazine referred to a
“Stampede Among the Negroes in
Virginia,” to get to areas under
Federal control and away from the
secessionists and slavery. The
plaque on the site of the Marshall
House, placed there decades ago,
notes that Jackson shot in defense
of his property, but neglects to
mention that for him, that prop-
erty included human beings. If you
read the book “Seaport Saga,”
written decades ago by an aficio-
nado of the Old South, you would
be displeased, but not surprised,
to find this invasion nonsense. To
read it in 2011 in your otherwise
fascinating series retains too much
of the rosy pink haze that sur-
rounds the defense of slavery and

Letters to the Editor
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By Katharine Medina

Rebuilding Together Alexandria

T
he quiet Alexandria neighborhood
that Michael* knew as a young boy
in the 1960s has changed, replaced

by bustling hotels and businesses. But one
thing hasn’t changed: Michael still lives in
the house he has called home for all of his
51 years. And thanks to some help from vol-
unteers with Rebuilding Together Alexan-
dria, a nonprofit that provides free home
repairs to those in need, his two-story row
home now has repairs that will help him
continue to live independently in warmth
and safety.

Built in 1860 as a house twice its current
size, Michael’s grandparents bought the
home in 1940, after it had been renovated
and divided into two separate residences.
Mostly raised by his grandparents, Michael
recounts the generosity of neighbors help-
ing neighbors. “Grandmother used to let our
neighbors use her convertible for errands,
like going to the grocery store,” remembers
Michael.

That helping hand commitment remains
the same today. Years ago, after Michael was
diagnosed with kidney failure and declared
legally blind, his neighbors reached out to
help him by calling Rebuilding Together.
First, volunteers cleared out his yard, which
had reached “jungle proportions,” and then
he let us into his home, which was less than

safe for him. After new roofing, drywall, and
a working kitchen and bathroom, Michael
now welcomes people in. He stopped hav-
ing friends over because of the condition of
his home, but “it’s fun opening up the door
again,” he says with a smile.

Not only did Michael get his home back,
but last year he received a kidney transplant
as well.  His neighbors stepped in again to
help, bringing him home-cooked meals af-
ter his transplant, and even donating furni-
ture and a television so he could recuper-
ate comfortably. “I’ve got my life back,” he
boasts. Michael now advocates for kidney
research on Capitol Hill and supports re-
gional events that promote awareness of
chronic kidney disease.

“I used to take health and home for
granted as I was growing up,” Michael says.
“These days, I’m eating right and exercis-
ing, and I’m thankful for everything neigh-
bors and strangers have given me.” And
thanks to some elbow grease from hard-
working volunteers, Michael can look for-
ward to living many more years in the home
in which he grew up.

Contact Rebuilding Together Alexandria
if you know of homeowners in need, includ-
ing elderly, disabled, military veterans and
families. If you’d like to volunteer or do-
nate, visit www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org
or call 703-836-1021.

(* It is organizational policy to not disclose full
names.)

Neighbor Helping Neighbor



14  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  May 12-18, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

BETSY TWIGG
Phone: 703-967-4391
Web: betsytwigg.com

Expansive, updated 4 bedroom 3.5 bath home on a 19,000 square foot
level lot complete with tennis court. Desirable details include breakfast
area with fireplace off updated kitchen, main level den or 5th bedroom
with fireplace and bathroom, big rec room with fireplace, built-ins, large
rooms, wood floors, walk-in attic with expansion potential.
Walk to MacArthur Elementary, Bishop Ireton High School, DASH bus to
Metro, shops, restaurants, groceries and parks. More photos and details of
202 Vassar Place at www.betsytwigg.com.

Alexandria City
$950,000

202 Vassar Place

Tennis in Clover Cul-de-Sac
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By Magee F. McDonald

Peace Corps Volunteer

G
reetings fellow
Alexandrians! I’m
Magee McDonald from

Alexandria. I joined the Peace
Corps after graduating from Vir-
ginia Tech in 2009. I’m now serv-
ing in the Peace Corps in the Do-
minican Republic.

As I write this I’m sitting on my
(cement!) kitchen floor in a rural
community in the Dominican Re-
public. The Dominican Republic is
a Spanish-speaking country that
shares the island Hispaniola with
Haiti in the Caribbean. This time
of the year it feels like it’s one mil-
lion degrees Fahrenheit. The only
place I can cool down is by sitting
on my concrete kitchen floor.

Temperatures like this remind
me why I miss electricity. In my
rented house I run a couple of light
bulbs and charge my laptop and
cell phone on a car battery charged
by a solar panel. You can see my
solar panel in the picture where
I’m looking out of my kitchen door.

The car battery can’t run a fan,
which is why I’m hanging out on
the cement floor. But enough com-
plaining, let’s move on to brag-
ging!

I am now starting on the last six
months in a remote rural village
with around 200 residents. While
my community is very naturally
beautiful, with green landscapes
of palm trees on rolling hills, it
lacks the common amenities of
electricity, running water, and a
paved road. The main job source
here is manual labor in agriculture
and livestock. Work is scarce. Few
families have a steady income.
Many people rely on help from
family members living in cities and
the United States. Others simply
rely on government assistance, the
land, and the weather.

In my community I’m installing
bio-sand water filters through the
“Agua Sana Para los Niños”
(Healthy water for children)
project sponsored by Rotary Club
International (Thanks Rotarians!).
See the picture of me (on the
right) with Claire Kugler, a fellow
volunteer who is also from Alex-
andria. Claire and I are installing
the water filters in her community,
which is located in the north-west
province of Monte Cristi (close to
Haiti). Despite Claire’s being from
UVA and me from Virginia Tech,

we somehow still manage to work
together. World peace mission ac-
complished, right?

Anyway, Rotary Club hosted a
training session to teach how to
install the bio-sand filters. They
also donated up to 40 filters in the
first round. Since I live in a small
community, 40 filters is enough,
but Claire has already completed
the first round and is requesting
up to 80 more filters. Go Claire!

In addition to the water filter

project, I am also working with
community members on projects
such as basic health education
with the women’s group, a girl’s
reading group, computer classes
for adults and school teachers,
support for an eco-tourism project,
and the installation of cement
floors in homes to replace dirt
floors. See the picture of a typical
dirt floor. Personally, I am lucky to
live in a house with a cement floor.
There are 15 families in my com-
munity (out of about 40) that
aren’t so lucky. These are the less
fortunate families that don’t have
a friend or family member send-
ing money from a city or the U.S.
These are the families that aren’t
sure where their next meal is com-
ing from. Cement floors are expen-
sive, and they just aren’t feasible
for those needier families. The
Cement Floor Project is really what
inspired me to write this article
and to ask for your help.

Dirt floors pose many health and
sanitation issues for families, as
well as embarrassment, as most of
the households in my community
do have cement floors. But to com-
plete this “cement floor project”
we need to raise money. My
friends and neighbors will provide

all unskilled labor, lunch for the
workers, and the sand to mix with
the cement. Grant money will fund
the mason’s salary, tools, cement,
and the transport cost of all mate-
rials. We’ve already been approved
for $2,500 from the Community
Challenge Fund, a grant financed
by returned Peace Corps volun-
teers that served in the Dominican
Republic. (Thank you CCF!) I am
writing to ask for your help in
funding the remaining $1,682.53
we need.  Here is the link if you’re
feeling a little inspired to help out:
https://www.peacecorps.gov/
index.cfm?shell=donate.contri
bute.projDetail&projdesc=517-
439.

Any size donation will help.
Imagine your house has dirt floors.
Imagine that a layer of dust forms
on top of your dishes, your sheets,
and your clothes when the climate
is dry, or that your bedroom and
kitchen floors turn to mud during
the rainy season. Your baby crawls
around in this. It is not an accept-
able living condition, not even in
rural Dominican Republic.

My community and I are ex-
tremely grateful for any help.
Muchísimas gracias y que Dios les
bendiga!

A Letter to Her Hometown
Alexandria Peace Corps volunteer
seeks help for concrete floors in
rural Dominican Republic.

Magee McDonald, right,
with Claire Kugler.

Projects include installing
cement floors in homes to
replace dirt floors.

A solar panel is visible
from out of Magee
McDonald’s kitchen door.
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4748 Lee Highway 23430 Rock Haven Way #130
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the attack on the Constitution by
armed force. There is only one flag
and one constitution, and restor-
ing them to their rightful place is
not an invasion. I hope you will
note this in future articles.

James A. Lewis
Alexandria

Different
Start Dates?
To the Editor:

I really think that ACPS Super-
intendent should just withdraw
the request to modify the calen-
dars all together.  The state school
board has shot down the proposal
and will likely reject it all.  With-
drawing the elementary only is ri-
diculous and frustrating for par-
ents. What is he digging in his
heels for this vote, so that elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools
could possibly have different start
dates?

Angela Ostrom
Alexandria

Council
Listened
To the Editor:

I would like to thank the Alex-
andria Chamber of Commerce,
Councilman Frank Fannon, the
Old Town Boutique District, Alex-
andria Taxpayers United, the civic
associations, the many small busi-
nesses in our community who
posted signs;, the 500 plus or mi-
nus Alexandria voters who signed
the Chamber’s petition, and all
those who wrote to the local news-
papers and other media for edu-
cating our City Council about the
many serious problems associated
with the recently defeated the
commercial add-on tax.

It is seldom easy to stand up for
what is right, especially when the
professional politicians from sur-
rounding jurisdictions, city bu-
reaucrats and special interest
groups are against you, but I am
pleased so many people and orga-
nizations spoke out and helped
educate our City Council. I also
congratulate the entire City Coun-
cil for listening to the people and
discovering that, yes, they could
make their own “tool” for the City’s
“toolbox.”

Hopefully, all participants in this
Democratic process can now take
a deep breath and concentrate on
reasonable, fiscally responsible,
solutions to the many challenges
we all face as a community. I sug-
gest the next path to progress
would include eliminating any
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TURKEY, Oct. 13-24,.........................................................................$2399
Includes Air from Dulles, 10-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 7 Dinners, Transfers,
Sightseeing – call for itinerary.

WILMINGTON, N.C., Sept. 25-28, ....................................................$599
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast,
2 Dinners, 2 Lunches Sightseeing, Boat Ride, Movie Set Tour, Wine Tasting.

ATLANTIC CITY, June 9-10,.............................................................$165
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Overnight Showboat Hotel,
Buffet Dinner, $30 Slot Money.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Opinion

By John Komoroske

Chair, Alexandria Planning Commission

I
 voted for Alexandria’s Waterfront Plan
because it was obvious to me — and
the five Planning Commissioners I

joined — that it was an excellent plan for a
world-class waterfront, and clearly in the
best interests of all of the residents of the
City of Alexandria. We voted for it, how-
ever, in spite of vigorous, loud, and occa-
sionally impolite opposition in city meet-
ings and the local press that was based on
at least six myths:

Myth 1. The Waterfront Plan calls for
“mega-development,” akin to National Har-
bor and Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.

The plan is actually blushingly modest in
goals and size. Its goals are mainly to con-
nect our chopped up, beautify our beat up,
and shore up our sinking waterfront with
walkways, parks, art, and flood protection.

If size matters, this plan shouldn’t matter
that much. The waterfront now has over 8
million square feet of permitted and built
development. The plan adds 160,000
square feet, just 2 percent. But that 2 per-
cent increase multiplies to provide a more
than 10 percent increase in waterfront
parkland – and attendant amenities – for
all of our residents to enjoy.

Myth 2. There wasn’t sufficient input
from the citizens.

Two years ago we kicked off the more

than 100 eventual meetings of the process
with an open mike session for citizens to
tell us what they wanted in the plan. Not
one of the many speakers was shy, and the
City followed up with an exhaustingly wide
and deep outreach to citizens. Not just the
traditional visioning, charettes, public fo-
rums and plan review sessions, but also an
educational cruise, walking tour, and a day
trip (paid by participants themselves) to
New York City to see world class waterfront
development — anything we could think
of to spark, capture and employ citizen
ideas.

The resulting myriad of citizen ideas, from
“more waterfront dining” to “recognize
Alexandria’s history” became the founda-
tion of the plan, and more were added as
citizens offered them throughout the pro-
cess, up to the night we passed the plan.
One observation: a lot of Alexandrians gave
a lot of their time to build the plan, but I
can’t remember seeing a lot of the loudest
opponents to the plan in the process until
recently.

Myth 3. Hotels on the waterfront will
add congestion and traffic.

The three development sites currently
allow 640,000 square feet of, among other
things, residential, office, parks, restau-
rants, rooming houses, tourist homes, out-
door food markets, homes for the elderly,
commercial outdoor recreation facilities,
performing arts centers, and nursery

schools— just about everything except ho-
tels. But more office deadens an area at
night when workers go home. More resi-
dential inhibits public use of the waterfront;
residents understandably don’t want people
strolling down the waterfront or playing
dog Frisbee right next to their homes.

A resident on Alexandria’s Harvard Street
lives near three hotels. He confirmed for us
they were excellent neighbors: no parking
problems, very quiet, clean, with placid
guests who support businesses nearby. The
three development sites in the plan are lim-
ited to boutique hotels, which are small and
don’t have banquet or big meeting facili-
ties. And hotels bring in six times the rev-
enue of residential, so can get the new parks
in place sooner, and without drawing down
precious tax dollars.

Myth 4. The plan will add 14 new res-
taurants, a massive impact on the neigh-
borhoods.

All of the sites that permit restaurants are
already now allowed by current zoning,
except the iconic and historical Beach-
comber restaurant at the foot of Prince
Street. Unlike current zoning, the plan ac-
tually adds new limits on currently allowed
restaurant sites to protect our neighbor-
hoods.

Myth 5.The plan should instead pur-
chase the development sites for a museum.

The plan incorporates a wide array of
public art and cultural amenities that focus

on Alexandria’s history, including appropri-
ately scaled museum space, all provided by
the 2 percent of additional boutique hotel
development. Purchasing the sites for a
large museum is well over $30 million for
just the land. It would generate multiples
of hotel traffic with buses to bring patrons
during the day and frequent fundraisers to
keep them solvent at night. When museums
offering uniquely Alexandria historic expe-
riences, like the Carlyle House, Gadsby’s
Tavern, and the Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary are pressed for funding, why would
we want the City to write checks on its tax
revenues for something risky that, if it suc-
ceeds, will be a much heavier burden to Old
Town residents?

Myth 6. The plan is just a revenue source
for the City. / The plan just doesn’t bring in
enough revenue.

We don’t usually try to show how a Small
Area Plan can be funded, but we wanted to
assure participants that this plan will not
be just a document sitting on a shelf. It is,
instead, a means to get us the flood con-
trol, parks and amenities planned without
competing for current, scarce tax revenue.
Bottom line: three new boutique hotels will
not just activate the waterfront pleasantly;
they pay for a shoreline’s worth of art, his-
tory, parks and flood prevention.

Alexandria began at the waterfront.
Alexandrians recognized that heritage when
they began the Waterfront Plan two years
ago.

It’s time now to finish the planning and
start on the waterfront we all deserve.

Six Myths about the Waterfront Plan

If you do not
get The
Alexandria
Gazette
Packet
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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By Claire McKenna

The Gazette

M
any local interior designers
participated in this Spring’s
design house to benefit
Children’s National Medical

Center. Several reflected on recent trends
and offered insight on why good design
matters.

“Most of us are looking at our home now
as more than an investment,” said Barbara
Franceski of Alexandria, who designed the
family room in the design house. “We plan
to stay in place for a longer period of time,
and with that comes a desire to enjoy life
right where we are.”

For that reason, “personal expression is
more center stage than ever,” Franceski said.
Homeowners want to use original, unique
art to animate spaces, and can even turn to
digitally printed wallpaper to create some-
thing that’s just for themselves. People are
mixing materials like contemporary Lucite
pieces with wood and alabaster and met-
als.

“We’re embracing originality rather than
a stale, decorated look.”

Designer Michael Roberson of Arlington
also refered to “a new eclecticism.” This
style consists of an “interesting mix of things
we’ve never mixed before.”

It used to be that eclectic design combined
different historic and modern styles that in
one way or another related to each other,
she said. But now this is not always a re-
quirement.

“Literally everything in the room is unique
from everything else,” Roberson said.
“People seem to be simply putting what they
like in a room.”

This design technique
can “sometimes be wonder-
ful,” but Roberson also im-
plies that it also has the
potential for disaster.

That’s one reason Nancy
Colbert of McLean, who
designed the library in DC
Design House, recommends
consulting a designer, as
well as checking other re-
sources.

“Whether you’re plan-
ning on going it alone, or
choose to seek help [from
a designer], spend time in-
vestigating current design
magazines or websites to
get a sense of what feels
good for you.”

In gathering ideas from
these different sources,
Colbert says new decora-
tors may find “a place to

build their vision.”
One trend Colbert ob-

serves: “We’re seeing less
and less brown wood.”
Until recently, most fur-
niture finishes consisted
of some variation of
brown wood. Now, how-
ever, decorators are no-
ticing more painted and
combination finishes on
furniture pieces.

Lauren Liess of
Herndon was the de-
signer of a “hideaway”
bedroom in the design
house that was designed
as a relaxing place to en-
joy the window seat, take
a nap, write at the
Parson’s desk or share a
cup of tea.

Her wing chair in the hideaway bedroom
included its back upholstered in a Michael
Smith floral while the seat and front of the
chair are dark velvet.

For home decorators looking for a casual
design, Liess suggests “using a casual mix
of patterns and textures is a more relaxed
way to design a room.”

Grass-cloth wallpaper, in bedrooms or liv-
ing areas, is one way to add texture.

Many designers have welcomed more
business lately as clients look to redecorat-
ing as an alternative to relocating. “People
seem to be re-doing what they already have
rather than moving” says Juliana
Cunningham, head of Juliana’s Home Inte-
riors in Clifton.

Cunningham commented on the recent
trend for clients to simplify the redecorat-

ing process. She said that window
treatments, including panes, blinds,
shutters and more “used to be a more
labor-intensive process.” But people
now seem to be turning to simple
shades to complement their win-
dows.

The designer also echoed many of
her fellow designers in commenting
on the lack of bold colors seen in
homes recently.

“Were seeing much more middle-
of-the-color-wheel combinations in
all rooms,” Cunningham said.

Allie Mann of Case Design agreed, say-
ing, “Grey is the new beige.”

The designer assures anyone looking for
a color change in their home that grey is a
safe and smart option. “It can work in many
rooms,” using the successful blend of

“Charleston Grey” in the
master bedroom in the de-
sign house with the “Corn
Forth White” she used in
the master bathroom which
she designed to support her
argument.

Like Cunningham, Mann
has noticed many of her cli-
ents seeking a less labori-
ous approach to redecorat-
ing their homes. Rather
than the big additions
Mann saw in the early 90s,
the designer has noticed “a
resurgence of people mak-
ing better use of smaller
spaces.”

Mann added that many
clients were “asking for
more low-maintenance
projects.” Rather than pur-
chasing materials for their
new countertops or floors

that require constant upkeep, homeowners
are looking for lower maintenance options.
For example, Mann, who specializes in
kitchen and bathroom remodeling, said that
while before her clients have sought out
natural stone tiles for their kitchen and
bathroom floors, many have now caught on
that porcelain tiles look about the same
without requiring nearly as much work to
maintain.

Mann offered several tips for getting the
most from a modest change: “I’m a big fan
of stripes, they can often play up the size of
a room.” Adding crown-molding can quickly
make a room look more formal.

When looking to change the look of a
room, often the easiest thing to do is switch
out accessories, including pillows, shades,
furniture covers and chairs.

But the real reason to design spaces in a
house is to please the homeowner.

“Simply put, I believe your home should
make you happy,” said  designer Franceski
of Alexandria. “Allow yourself the freedom
to create an environment that makes you
smile. Doing so brings immeasurable joy.”

And when your home gives you pleasure,
you’re more likely to invite others in,
Franceski said, spreading the joy and en-
hancing quality of life.
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Beyond two conversation chairs at the library entrance from
the foyer two milled bookcases were added to the entrance
to the garden room to contribute to the library’s symmetry.
Designed by Nancy Colbert of McLean.

‘Nature inspired and quirky’ describe well the hideaway designed by Lauren Liess.
Grasscloth wall and ceiling coverings, diamond patterned sisal rug, an oversized
window seat and a pair of distressed silver sconces are just a few of the cozy ele-
ments of the hideaway at the Design House.

Home  Life  Style

Design trends include more
personal touches, smaller spaces,
lower maintenance materials.

Designer Barbara Franceski, ASID.
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Contributed photo

‘Your Home Should Make You Happy’‘Your Home Should Make You Happy’
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Address MLS# BR FB HB Postal City Price Type Lot AC Subdivision Listed by Agent

1  4610 NEPTUNE DR FX7572657 4 5 1 ALEXANDRIA $4,100,000 Detached 2.292 FERRY LANDING Long & Foster Mary Lou Sage

2  414 FRANKLIN ST AX7038179 4 4 1 ALEXANDRIA $3,900,000 Detached 0.457 OLD TOWN Coldwell Banker Donna C. Wintermute

3  4727 32ND ST N AR7558542 7 7 2 ARLINGTON $3,250,000 Detached 0.368 COUNTRY CLUB HILLS NBI RealtyLLC Kent Finnerty

4  712 PRINCE ST #1 AX7531266 5 5 - ALEXANDRIA $3,175,000 Townhouse - SWANN DAINGERFIELD Coldwell Banker Donna C. Wintermute

5  2119 ELLIOTT AVE FX7565172 7 6 1 MCLEAN $2,285,000 Detached 0.488 FRANKLIN PARK TTR Sotheby’s Sharon Wilson

6  2090 GRACE MANOR CT FX7476309 6 6 2 MCLEAN $2,275,000 Detached 0.492 GRACE MANOR AT MINOR HIL TTR Sotheby’s Penny Yerks

7  9320 OLD MANSION RD FX7427187 3 4 1 ALEXANDRIA $2,239,500 Detached 0.361 RIVERWOOD RE/MAX Residential Ben Zurun

8  4507 35TH ST N AR7547284 6 5 2 ARLINGTON $2,200,000 Detached 0.347 COUNTRY CLUB HILLS Long & Foster Shirley Buford

9  2104 ELLIOTT AVE FX7592110 5 4 1 MCLEAN $2,099,999 Detached 0.555 FRANKLIN PARK Long & Foster Kelly Sweitzer

Source: www.homesdatabase.com

7  9320 Old Mansion Road, Alexandria — $2,239,500

4  712 Prince Street #1, Alexandria — $3,175,000

2  414 Franklin Street, Alexandria — $3,900,000

1  4610 Neptune Drive, Alexandria — $4,100,000

Alexandria & Mount Vernon
REAL ESTATE On the Market for over $2 million
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Home LifeStyle

By Bill Millholland

Case Design/Remodeling

W
hether you realize
it or not, a look at
today’s newest ap-
pliances or a visit

to a home design showroom is
likely filled with elements of uni-
versal design. Some can be subtle,
such a drawer in the middle of
your refrigerator door. Others are
a bit more obvious, such as grab
bars in showers and bathtubs.

Today, universal design concepts
are taking root in modern home
design, making homes more acces-
sible to users of all backgrounds,
ages and physical abilities. But
don’t worry – this doesn’t have to
take away from the beauty of a
home remodeling project. Even
the smallest home modification
can add to the look of a home
while enabling owners to enjoy
their investment even longer.

Incorporating universal design
elements into a home remodel or
building project benefits
homeowners of all ages and abili-
ties – from families with young
children to older, retired couples.
As a family grows and evolves, so

Universal Appeal? More renovations include
accessible details.

ing halls and doorways has the
benefit of better accommodating
wheelchairs and walking aids for
older or physically challenged in-
habitants. These changes can also
aid in circulation patterns and
make a home feel more spacious,
regardless of square footage.

Many homeowners request a
first-floor master bedroom and
bathroom, eliminating the need
for a flight of stairs. Even install-
ing elevators in residential homes
is becoming a trend.

The bathroom is the location of
many universal design projects.
Some homeowners are now opt-
ing for low or no-threshold show-
ers and sinks and vanities of cus-
tom heights.

Increasing in popularity is the
“comfort-height” toilet that is
easier to sit down on than older,
shorter models.

As is true with any design ele-
ment, universal design additions
should coordinate with the over-
all flow and aesthetics of the
home. Many manufacturers keep
this in mind when developing new
products for both home construc-
tion and upgrades.

too does the way in which it uses
a home. Once children have grown
up and moved out, many couples
face the prospect of relocating to
a home or community that is more
accommodating of older residents
– single-story dwellings, for in-
stance. Universal design can offer
a reprieve to homeowners wishing
to remain in their homes and
maintain an independent lifestyle,
as they “age in place.” This is es-
pecially important given the cur-
rent economy, as more people
choose to remain in the same
home rather than sell it.

It’s never too early to incorpo-
rate small changes – such as re-
placing door knobs with handles
– that can help with ease of use.
Even families with young children
reap the benefits from appliance
drawers in the kitchen and seat-
ing in showers. Other helpful,
modifications include increased
task lighting, hand rails on stairs,
and a refrigerator with side-by-
side doors.

Some of the most popular, yet
larger, universal design upgrades
include altering home’s structure
and layout. For example, widen-
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Special thanks to the

By Sarah Becker

N
either tsunamis nor
earthquakes; short-
ages or recalls dis-
courage Jack Taylor

of Jack Taylor’s Alexandria Toyota

many, generous contribu-
tions with what we call the
Jack Taylor Corporate Part-
ner Scholarship.” Jack Tay-
lor knows how to effectively
leverage Fund contribu-
tions, including Toyota of
North America.

“I don’t like the term give
back,” Taylor said. “It im-
plies I took something. Al-
exandria Toyota gives be-
cause we can, from the heart
and with advertising.”

What is Taylor’s life les-
son? “All my life, if I felt
strongly about something,
I’d fight for it. Even if I
thought I could lose. Stick
to your convictions. If you

Living Legends

Taylor Shares His Success with Community
He makes Alexandria “the special place that it really is.”

About Living Legends
Now in its fourth year, Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing 501(c)(3)

photo-documentary project to identify, honor and chronicle Alexandria’s Living
Legends. The project was conceived by Nina Tisara to create an enduring
artistic record of the people whose vision and dedication make a positive,
tangible difference to the quality of life in Alexandria. Platinum and Gold
Sponsors this year are Club Managers Association of America, Erkiletian Real
Estate Development, Inova Alexandria Hospital, Renner & Co., Rotary Club of
Alexandria.

 This is one of a series of 12 profiles that will appear this year. For more
information or to nominate a Legend for 2012, visit
www.AlexandriaLegends.com or contact Nina Tisara at
AlexandriaLegends@ninatisara.com.

2012 Living Legend Jack Taylor
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from reaching his goals. Taylor —
a recent recipient of ACT for
Alexandria’s Legacy of Service
Award — is a self-made business-
man. Caring is how he is most of-
ten described. “Jack doesn’t real-
ize how many lives he has

changed,” Gayle Reuter said.
 “Jack Taylor is a personal friend

of more than 30 years,” Alexan-
dria Mayor William D. Euille said.
“We met on the basketball court
on Lee Street. He is a very success-
ful businessman, a kind man with
a big-heart.”

“Jack’s the type of person if you
befriend him he befriends you,”
Euille continued. “He does unto
others as you would have others
do unto you.”

“Yes, I used to play basketball
everyday at the Lee Street Park,”
Taylor grinned. “But the Golden
Rule, the credo? If someone treats
me well, I treat them well. If not, I
try not to hold grudges but I’m
capable of doing it.”

“He who has the gold makes the
rules,” Taylor finally decided.

“Jack shares his success because
it is the right thing to do,” Euille
concluded. “He is about love, un-
selfish love.” Taylor is known for
his philanthropy.

“Jack is a huge giving person,”
Pat Miller agreed, “and not just fi-
nancially. He never puts himself
first, loyalty comes naturally and
he is a tremendous friend.”

BORN IN 1946 in Washington,
D.C. John E. Taylor, Jr. was raised
in Falls Church, Va. Taylor de-
scribes his family as “fairly middle-
class.” His father was a political
activist, a sheriff long-affiliated
with Virginia’s Byrd machine.

“My father spent a lifetime help-
ing people,” Taylor recalled. “It
seemed he went to a funeral very
day.”

“We had our father-son issues,”
Taylor said. “I was not a particu-
larly good student. I was not well
understood as a student and at-
tended high school at Fork Union
Military Academy. The Academy
voted me most likely not to suc-
ceed.”

“I have Attention Deficit Disor-
der,” Taylor continued, “and was
on academic and social probation
in college. I finally graduated from
Campbell University. The draft was

actually a good thing.” Taylor
served in Viet Nam, a decorated
member of the Army’s military
police.

“Right out of Viet Nam Jack
started selling used cars, then built
his Toyota Empire here in Del Ray,”
said Mike Anderson, chairman of
the Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce. “The best part is, along the
way, he never forgot the commu-
nity that supported him. He con-
tinues his generous support still
today.” Taylor went into the car
business in 1973, partnering with
Bill Page Toyota.

“The only way I could ever be-
come school valedictorian was to
become a valedictorian sponsor,”
Taylor insisted. “I have a strong in-
terest in children. The very old: the
very young.”

“Lots of kids have issues when
they go to school,” Taylor said.
“T.C. Williams High School repre-
sents 100 different countries. The
school gets a bad rap so I help with
scholarships like the Ruby Tucker
and Bill Nichols scholarships. The
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria is
a core charity.” Taylor also contrib-
utes to Capital Hospice, The Sal-
vation Army and the Alexandria
Police Foundation.

“Jack leads by example,” said Su-
san Yowell, executive director of
The Scholarship Fund. “He under-
stands that education is the key to
the economic viability of the com-
munity. We have recognized his

believe in something don’t be
afraid; believe in the strength of
your convictions even if you fear
the unpopular. If you believe in it,
believe it and then give back.”

In 1991 Taylor was among a
handful of concerned dealers who
established an independent politi-
cal action committee (AFIT PAC)
to give dealers an active voice in
electing free trade oriented mem-
bers of Congress. Alexandria
Toyota has the country’s third larg-
est service department and is in
the top 10 percent of the country’s
sales.

“I’M NEVER satisfied,” Taylor
said, “just very practical. Business
— like politics — involves relation-
ships, especially if you want to get
bigger. I’ve always been competi-
tive and only want to be as good
as I can be.”

“If I were trying to recruit a
major company to Alexandria, a
company like General Dynamics,
then I would want the company’s
decision-makers to meet Jack Tay-
lor,” said Shawn McLaughlin,
former chairman of the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce. “You need
look no further than Jack Taylor
to showcase the community, to un-
derstand its intangibles. He is the
type of person that makes Alexan-
dria the special place that it really
is.”

“I never reach goal because I al-
ways have new goals,” Taylor con-
cluded. “Life doesn’t always give
you what you want, it often gives
you more. Maybe I can’t change
the world, but I can better the
community.”

What is Taylor’s latest goal? “I
want to die with dignity, and I
want all children to have the same
opportunity.” Taylor said. “I’m just
a lucky guy who really cares.”

Writer Sarah Becker was nominated
as Living Legend of Alexandria in 2007.

“He leads by example.”
— Susan Yowell, executive director, The Scholarship Fund
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Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
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Free Landscape
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Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Knock Out Roses
& Encore Azaleas 14.99

Perennials Over 100 Varieties
Herbs Over 100 Varieties

Hostas 100 varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6"-12')

$9.99 & Up

30% OFF

Impatiens
97¢

Reg. 1.89

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae &

Leyland Cypress

25% OFF

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.
Fill Dirt

$19.99 cu. yd.
Shredded

Hardwood Mulch

$2.99  2cu. ft.
$3.49  3cu. ft.

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

The Shops at Bradlee

Friendly Faces, Great Value~
It’s Where Alexandria Shops

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

From Page 15

Letters

See Letters,  Page 25

superfluous spending in the
City’s budget, reforming the BPOL
tax as suggested by City Council,
placing nonproductive City real
estate back into the market, recon-
sidering the massive use of con-
sultants, ceasing the City’s use of
the legal system to engage in po-
litical goals,and modernizing City
functions and seeking other effi-
ciencies so city services can be en-
hanced while decreasing overall
costs. It can be done! Now that the
people of Alexandria, regardless of
political affiliation, have helped
educate City Council, perhaps our
elected leadership can finally un-
derstand that budgets can de-
crease as well as increase.

Bud Miller
Alexandria

Invasion or
Deliverance?
To the Editor:

Perspective is everything. Your
recent article about the 150th an-
niversary of Alexandria’s “invasion
and occupation” certainly — I’m
sure — didn’t reflect the views of
the enslaved population. In fact,
rather than being frightened to
death, I would imagine that the

possibility of freedom was met
with great hope and promise. In-
vasion for some was deliverance
for others. This ongoing tribute to
Confederate soldiers, who fought
to maintain a system of white su-
premacy and brutality, is unfath-
omable. Rather than a headline
saying “Union Invades City,” my
headline would read “Union
Brings Hope and New Beginning
to Thousands.” For a more bal-
anced view, I encourage you to
publish first-person testimonials
from individuals who survived this
brutal system called slavery.  I have
several books in my collection that
I’d be happy to share with you. It’s
a perspective that’s rarely heard.

Wendy K. Campbell
Alexandria

Failure
To Listen
To the Editor:

There are just not enough de-
scriptive words in the dictionary
to describe the debacle that took
place at the Planning Commission
on the night of May 3. They just
don’t listen to the citizens and their
attitudes could be best summed up
as being “anti citizen” and disdain-

ful. This was really highlighted
when Mary Lynan described how
one individual who lives on
Harvard Street loves living next to
the three hotels on the west end
of Old Town. That was after about
35 citizens testified that they were
not in favor of building three to
four hotels on Union Street. Who
wins this contest? The citizens 35-
1 or Mary Lynan with her one citi-
zen? Obviously Mary picked the
one citizen, who by the way didn’t
even show up to testify in person.

The chairman of this august
body, John Komoroske, stated that
the witnesses were a bunch of
“Johnnie Come Latelys” to the
party. I and a large number of the
witnesses all attended the very
first Waterfront Workshop at T.C.
Williams High School and since
that time we have sat through the
Planning Departments presenta-
tions at least 15 times. I don’t re-
call ever seeing one member of the
Planning Commission at any of
those presentations. Many of us
could give the presentation as the
basic hotel theme has been in the
plan from the very start. It started
as one boutique hotel in Robinson
Terminal North and now has
grown over the last couple of years
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David W. Spires
703-765-3500•Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789•Cell: 703-472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
703-370-0808•Cell 703-856-2426

www.partnersinrealestate.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

7413 Burtonwood Drive
• Custom Brick Colonial • Corner Lot • Large Foyer
Entry • Six bedrooms + office • Rec. Rm. & Fam. Rm.
• Main level Master Bedroom Suite • Remodeled baths
• New Granite/Stainless Kitchen • Magnificent
Grounds/landscape • 2-car garage • Formal LR & DR
• 2 Fireplaces • Skylights • So Much More!
Offered at.....................................$925,000

25
Keith’s
Lane

• Alexandria/
Old Town –
Dare to
Compare
•The Very
Best Location
in Fords
Landing
•Looks to
Lovely City
Park and
Potomac River

• Former Model with ALL the Bells and Whistles
•Four Levels of Luxury – Hardwoods – Elaborate
Moldings • Island Kitchen - Granite Counters -
Raised-Panel Cabinetry • Two Generous Dining Areas
– One Formal – One Informal • Unique Master Suite –
Fireplace and Sitting Area • Professionally Decorated
with Custom Papers and Paints
Offered at..................................$1,750,000

1200 Gatewood Drive
• Custom, Modified Split-Level on Large Corner Lot
•Conveniently Located Main Level Two-Car Garage
•Roofline Transoms Lend Contemporary Flair • Use of
Rare Pecky Cypress Accent Hardwoods • Updated Corian
Kitchen w/Generous Breakfast Space • New Master Suite
w/Sitting Area & Walk-in Closet • Luxury Master Bath
w/Jetted Tub & Separate Shower • Fabulous
Entertainment/Recreation Area on Lower Level
Offered at.....................................$969,000

7219 Regent Drive
• Captivating, sweeping views of the Potomac & Wilson
Bridge year-round • Impeccable curb appeal
•Exquisite, Professional Revitalization • Granite
•Marble • Italian Tiles • Stainless Appliances • Bubble
Jet/Body Sprays • Hardwoods • Bar • Custom Skylight
System • Lush Landscaped Grounds
Offered at..................................$1,250,000

1311 Gatewood Drive
• All Brick Rambler with Columned Entry •Metic-
ulously Maintained Landscape with Tremendous Curb
Appeal •Elegant Formal Living & Dining Rooms •Four
Bedrooms, Three Full Baths • Eat-In Kitchen with
Adjacent Main Level Den • Lower Level Bedroom, Bath
& Kitchen for In-Law/Aupair Suite • Huge Lower Level
Recreation Room • Enormous 28' x 23' Garage
Offered at.....................................$825,000

1222 Woodcliff Court
• Unique Hilltop Cul-De-Sac Setting on Almost 3/4 Acre
of Privacy • First Time on Active Market Since Built in
1950 • Total Renovation in 2009-2010 • Kitchen
Includes New Granite & Stainless • New Master Suite
on Lower Level with Sitting Room • 13' Walk-In-Closet
• Large exercise/hobby room • New Windows & Freshly
Painted • Garage, Fish ponds & More!
Offered at.....................................$695,000

7729 Lee Avenue
• Custom, Stone & Bead Board New England Cape on 2/3
Acre • GW Parkway bike and walking trails just one block
away • Hardwood floors throughout • Approx. 4,000 Sq.Ft.
under roof  • Two Generous Master Suites – One on each
Level • New Main Level Master Bath • Large Formal
Rooms to include Library/Music Room • Commercial
Chef’s Kitchen w/Viking Appliances & Granite • Extensive
Built-ins and Moldings • Six-Panel Doors • Two Masonry
Fireplaces • Huge Two-Car Garage • Garden House/
Playhouse • Recently Appraised at $1,300,000
Offered at..................................$1,100,000

1111-B
I Street

• Immaculate
Custom Built
Three Level
Townhome
with Four
Bedrooms and
Three Full
and One Half
Baths • Over
$100,000 in
upgrades and
almost 3,500

square feet • High ceilings and huge rooms perfect for
entertaining • Granite and stainless gourmet kitchen
• Hardwood floors throughout the main level • Center
four sectional grand staircase to upper levels
•Plantation shutters throughout and beautiful custom
built-ins in Bedrooms and Living Room • Private Roof-
Top Terrace
Offered at.....................................$799,000

6803 Derrell Court
• South Alexandria – Turnkey Condition • Wonderfully
located just south of Capital Beltway • All-Brick Home -
Cul-de-Sac Location • New Professional Landscaping –
Decking at Rear • Three Level Split – Two Full Masonry
Fireplaces • New Designer Kitchen-Vaulted Ceiling-
Granite Counters • Three Bedrooms – Two and One
Half Baths • Generous Living Room and Family Room
•Separate Laundry - Freshly Painted Interior
Offered at.....................................$449,990

South on GW Parkway from Old Town Alexandria, Right on Morningside Lane
Follow Partners Red Signs to Open Houses
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From Old Town, South on GW Parkway, Right on Belle View Boulevard,
Right on Potomac Street, Right on I Street to 1111-B on Right.

GW Pkwy South on Belle View which become Beacon Hill. Left
on Derrell Court to home on left.
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From Page 21

Letters

to three or four hotels, all of them on
Union Street — five hotels if you include
the steel building on the corner of Pendleton
and Fairfax as they want their zoning also
changed to allow a hotel.  Since the Plan-
ning Commission’s first work session when
the plan was unveiled, John Komoroske said
he loved the plan and he has not asked one
single constructive question or inquisitive
comment since.

One citizen remarked that the decorum
of  Commissioners Eric Wagner and Mary
Lynan was totally lacking as they were talk-
ing, laughing and joking during Andrew
Macdonald’s and my presentations. This
total disdain for the citizens has just got to
stop. Additionally, the egregious way the
committee treated the Old Dominion Boat
Club (ODBC) left much to be desired. Most
of the commissioners just blew off ODBC’s
proposals, thereby returning the east end
of King Street back into Fitzgerald Square.
Now they have a plan they can’t execute at
the foot of King Street, because the ODBC
owns the parking lot. All the last minute
back room deals between the Planning Di-
rectorate and the Boat Club and Old Town
Civic Association were attacked by former
Vice Mayor Andrew Macdonald. He asserted
that all these last minute deals were not
transparent and that the meeting should
have been declared invalid by a represen-
tative of the City Attorney’s office who sat
in the hearing. The Attorney did not do that,
however this may be a case that should be
forwarded to the Attorney General.

The sad commentary on all this is that
the citizens get shafted again by their own
peers who are unelected appointees. You
would think that anyone with any brain
power at all could take the current 2,860
available hotel rooms in the Old Town area
and determine that with a 70 percent occu-
pancy rate there are still about 860 rooms
unoccupied. So why do we have to build
625 new hotel rooms? The standard answer
one gets when asking that question is “You
just don’t understand Van Fleet, the indus-
try standard says that when one reaches a
70 percent occupancy rate its time to build
more hotel rooms.” Yeah right! I didn’t make
that up! So why would the Commissioners
want upwards of five more hotels on the
waterfront? Who is really driving this train?
This plan should be deferred until a viable
alternative can be formulated. At no time
during this two-year planning fiasco did the
city present an alternative or alternatives
to their plan.

One final kudo does go out to Donna
Fossum, the lone dissenting voter on the
Commission, who asked all the right ques-
tions during the two hearings and had the
fortitude to vote against her colleagues. She
should be the chair for a newly constituted
committee.

“Van” Van Fleet

History, Separate
From Land Use
To the Editor:

Bill Henderickson asks why the Alexan-

dria historical community is not in an up-
roar that the city is unlikely to purchase land
owned by the Old Dominion Boat Club at
the end of King Street to create Fitzgerald
Square, a paved area with a long pier and
perhaps an ice skating rink.

The Alexandria Archeology Commission,
with James McCall as the principal author,
wrote a very fine detailed history plan for
the waterfront. Commission members, in-
cluding me, voted to endorse the inclusion
of the history plan in the overall plan. We
specifically took no position on any land use
decisions embodied in the plan.

Fitzgerald Square and its design is clearly
a land use decision. There is nothing in the
design of the square to advertise it as an
historic place or invoke the memory of Col.
John Fitzgerald. Fitzgerald immigrated to
Alexandria from Ireland shortly before the
American Revolution, was an aide de camp
and close friend of George Washington, and
after the war became a successful Alexan-
dria merchant. His warehouses still stand
at the corner of King and Union.

For years, another successful emigrant
from Ireland, Pat Troy, has advocated to
change the name of Waterfront Park to
Fitzgerald Park. We could certainly do that,
probably should have done it years ago,
without purchasing land, paving anything
else or even constructing an ice skating rink.

Katy Cannady
Alexandria

Ease FSA
Restrictions
To the Editor:

As election season gets under way, it is
important for the candidates to take a posi-
tion on an important issue — removing
unnecessary and burdensome restrictions
on flexible spending accounts (FSAs).

Flexible spending accounts help my fam-
ily and millions of others like mine budget
for and save on our health care expenses
every year. Unfortunately, due to a provi-
sion of the health care law, I now have to
get a prescription in order to use my FSA to
pay for over-the-counter medications. This
new requirement has already forced me to
schedule otherwise unnecessary doctor vis-
its, which also has to be paid for under my
flex spending account which lessens the
money available for me to actually purchase
the needed medications. It is difficult
enough to predict how much money may
be needed, but then if it is not all used, I
should lose this?  I am a mother of four and
raising two grandchildren, please do not
take what is not used, and do not have me
waste money getting to the doctor to get
medication that can be purchased over the
counter.

Instead of making FSAs more difficult to
use, legislators should be promoting this
great benefit by eliminating unnecessary
restrictions, including the over-the-counter
prescription requirement and the “use it or
lose it” provision.

I can’t stress how important FSAs are in
reducing our constantly rising out-of-pocket
health care costs. That’s why Congress
should move quickly to end the unneces-

sary restrictions on these accounts.

Bea Porter
Alexandria

A Fleamendous
Success
To the Editor:

I am writing to thank the more than 2,000
people who donated their treasures, volun-
teered, sponsored, attended or purchased
items at the 2011 MV Big Flea. We’re North-
ern Virginia’s biggest flea market fundraiser
and this year we raised a record $30,619
for the Mount Vernon Community School
PTA in Del Ray. These funds pay for educa-
tion and enrichment programs at our pub-
lic school, things like class trips, teacher
stipends and after school clubs. We’ve raised
$93,481 since 2007, not bad for an event
that started as a gag.

In particular, I’d like to thank and recog-
nize my fellow volunteers (and MVCS par-
ents) Kim Winters, Art Witebsky, Cynthia
Webster, Maria Getoff and Darcy Arnold. I
tend to be the Flea’s public face, but they
make the event succeed. Realtors Jen
Walker and Bobi Bomar once again pro-
vided generous support, as did the Gentle
Giant Moving Company, realtor Jeremy
Stewart, DelRay Patch, Seasons Culinary,
Evening Star, Caboose Cafe, St. Elmo’s, BLT
Shirt Printers, Whole Foods, Rubini Jewel-
ers, and a local real estate developer who
prefers to remain nameless (how mysteri-
ous).

To me, this community involvement is the
main reason why the Big Flea’s is such a
success. We’ll be back next year and look
forward to another fantastic event. Thank
you, again.

Joseph LaMountain
Alexandria

Best Use
Of Office?
To the Editor:

This week the Supreme Court rejected
Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli’s
attempt to bring his challenge to the recent
health care bill directly before the high
court. They did the right thing. Ken
Cuccinelli has already used his office as a
platform for his own political aggrandize-
ment; he didn’t need any help from the jus-
tices of the Supreme Court.

Cuccinelli often discusses his lawsuit as
an effort to defend liberty. However, should
he be successful, the real result would be
that thousands of Virginians would lose
their access to affordable health insurance.
Cuccinelli’s suit is an attempt to effectively
deprive people of health care that they
would otherwise have once the law is imple-
mented.

Whether he is successful or not, a second
effect of this lawsuit is that we have an at-
torney general who is diverting his atten-
tion and the resources of his office toward
a crusade against Washington and away
from the business of fighting for struggling
Virginia families. He may claim that the cost
to taxpayers is negligible because he is us-
ing existing staff, but that means that those
staffers are not protecting consumers from
mortgage fraud, prosecuting sexual preda-
tors or defending state government from
frivolous lawsuits.

The Court’s decision means that
Cuccinelli will continue to pursue his chal-
lenge through the appeals process. That is
the right procedure, but it is regretful that
Virginia taxpayers will continue to fund an
effort that has more to do with Mr.
Cuccinelli’s personal vanity than their best
interest.

Becky Arnold
Alexandria Democratic Committee

He’s not old enough to be a member,
yet 17-year-old Paul Kentes has volun-
teered more hours of service to the Alex-
andria community through various Ro-
tary Club projects than most  longtime
members of the club.

“Since he was little, Paul has been an
‘unofficial’ Rotarian, working with us on
Christmas in April, ringing the bell for
the Salvation Army and working many
long shifts for Taste for Giving,” said
Rotary Club president Gayle Spurr, who
presented Kentes with a special Service
Above Self award April 26. “He’s a Paul
Harris Fellow and he’s not even a mem-
ber of the club.”

Kentes, a senior at T.C. Williams High
School and the son and stepson of Joan
and John Renner, has been accepted to
the University of Virginia’s College at
Wise, where he will attend in the fall.

“I have learned so much from every-
one in the Rotary organization,” said

T.C. senior Paul Kentes is pre-
sented the Service Above Self
award by Alexandria Rotary
president Gayle Spurr.

Rotary Honors T.C.
Senior for Service P
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Kentes as he thanked the members for his
award. “You have all taught me about
making a change and truly making a dif-
ference in the community.”

— Jeanne Theismann
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Theater

Adams Shines Evil
Light on ‘Mindgame’

Photo by Doug Olmsted

From left: Matthew Randall, Shannon Benton and Mark Adams star
in “Mindgame” at Port City Playhouse.

Where & When
The Port City Playhouse production of

“Mindgame” plays at the Lab Studio The-
atre at Convergence, 1819 North Quaker
Lane through May 22. Performances are
Friday - Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday at 3
p.m with a special Tuesday evening per-
formance at 8 p.m. on May 17. Tickets
are $16 - $18. Call 703-838-2880 or log
on to www.telgo.com/pcp/home.html.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
here are some shows that sim-
ply seem to belong to a specific
actor. Mark Lee Adams takes

such command of Port City Playhouse’s
production of Anthony Horowitz’s bait-
and-switch thriller “Mindgame” that he
can pick it up, put it in his pocket and
take it home with him. It’s his.

The role is one of
those leading parts
in a thriller that
keeps the audience
wondering just who
or what the charac-
ter is supposed to be.
Just when you think
you have it figured
out, the script takes
an abrupt about face
or at least a 90-de-
gree shift and
Adams has to adopt
a different persona. Each of the appar-
ent identities is different, and the shifts
so abrupt that Adams gets to flit from
laid back to hyper and back again, creat-
ing first one and then another different
personality and then yet one more. You
will enjoy each, perhaps as much as it
appears that Adams himself is enjoying
creating them.

Adams isn’t alone on the stage and his
colleagues, both of whom have roles that
also have switches designed to surprise
the audience as the mystery plays out,
are certainly not doing less than fine
work themselves.

Shannon Benton spends much of the
first act shaking with fear. This could
become quite tedious if not handled with
skill, and Benton, under the direction of
Bruce Follmer, finds that balance be-
tween controlled panic and deep-seated
dread that keeps the audience from re-
jecting her out of hand.

Matthew Randall likewise has his char-
acter shifting and evolving over the
course of the evening. He has to cope

with one of the
hardest plot
points any actor
can have in a
horror thriller
— he has to
have his charac-
ter make a fore-
boding mistake
in judgment
that the entire
audience can
tell is a disas-
trous decision

without either becoming unsympathetic
or the object of ridicule. He pulls it off

See Mindgame,  Page 32

The dialogue isn’t exactly
what one would call subtle,
but this cast manages to
keep a straight face in the
presence of a clunker or two
while they keep the tension
level high.

Where & When
“Side by Side by Sondheim” plays at Sig-

nature Theatre in Shirlington through June
12. Performances are Tuesday - Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m., Thursday - Friday at 8 p.m.,
Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sunday
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $55 - $81.
Call 703-573-7328 or log on to
www.signature-theatre.org.

See First Half,  Page 32

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

W
ould you put on a Shakespeare
Festival and only cover the plays
he wrote in the first half of his

career? Would you prepare a lecture on
Abraham Lincoln that went up through the
first two years of his presidency? If not, why
would you mount a musical revue on the
career of Stephen Sondheim that stops be-
fore he wrote “Sweeney Todd,”  “Into the
Woods,” “Passion,” “Sunday in the Park with
George” and “Assassins”?

This is what Signature Theatre has done
in resurrecting a 25-year-old show that has
three vocalists — assisted by two pianists
— singing nearly 30 of Sondheim’s songs
from his first 10 shows, a movie and a tele-
vision show. While Signature has incorpo-
rated a few lines of dialogue that are more
up to date, the view of Sondheim’s career
is incomplete without any of the songs he
has contributed to the American musical
cannon since 1977.

That was when the revue “Side by Side
by Sondheim” was put together by a the-
atre in England as a fund-raiser. Mega-pro-
ducer Cameron Mackintosh saw that per-
formance and arranged a transfer, first to a
London stage and later to Broadway. It was
the first, but not the last, revue built on the
songs of the composer/lyricist who has been
all but canonized by much of the musical
theater community with a Broadway the-
atre named after him, a prize in his honor
presented annually by Signature Theatre
and, just last year, the topic of a new and
comprehensive revue on Broadway titled
“Sondheim on Sondheim.”

The show now on stage at Signature’s
larger of its two black-box theatres, the 280-
seat theatre they call The Max, will interest
solid Sondheim fans. Others, who have yet
to be either exposed to, or captured by the
genius of his output, can get an introduc-
tory course in one pleasant two-hour dose
with three talented performers working
through the highlights. Interspersed with
the songs are some simple explanations of
the themes the songs illustrate, such as
Sondheim’s reported concentration on the
topic of marriage and commitment, or his
frustration over being known initially as a
lyricist rather than a composer. Early in his
career he contributed the lyrics for other
composers’ music on shows including “West
Side Story,” which had music by Leonard
Bernstein, “Do I Hear A Waltz,” which he
wrote with Richard Rodgers, and “Gypsy,”
for which it is explained in this show, the
star, Ethel Merman would let him write the
words but wanted a more famous composer
to do the music. What the explanation in
the show lacks is the name of that more
famous composer. It was Jule Styne.

Sherri L. Edelen, long-time Signature vet-
eran, is joined for this show by two Broad-
way performers, Nancy Anderson making
her Signature debut and Matthew Scott re-
turning after performing here in both the

Photo by Scott Suchman

Matthew Scott and Nancy Ander-
son perform “Getting Married
Today” in “Side by Side by
Sondheim” at Virginia’s Signature
Theatre through June 12.

First Half of the Story
Signature revives early Sondheim review.

fabulous revue of the music of Kander and
Ebb, “First You Dream” and the world pre-
miere of the musical “Ace.” Each is talented
and hard working, but the blend of their
voices seems weak because it lacks a
grounding bass or full-blown baritone.
Strangely, the arrangements the pianos are
playing, which are uncredited in the pro-
gram, rely on the higher half of the key-
board most of the time, which also robs the
sound of a solid bass line.

There certainly are highlights to be en-
joyed, especially as the evening comes to a
close when, having saved the best for the
last, each of the three vocalists take center
stage in turn to deliver a crowd-pleasing big
number. Anderson starts this triptych off
with “Loosing My Mind,” the searing torch
song from “Follies.” Scott then steps in to
deliver “Being Alive,” one of the closing
numbers written for the landmark musical
“Company,” which underwent multiple re-
writes of its finale. (Scott had sung one of
the other songs written for that slot, “Marry
Me a Little,” earlier in the show.) Finally,
Edelen takes the spotlight for the most thrill-
ing single performance in the show, “I’m Still
Here” from “Follies.”

Highlights before the final trio included
Anderson’s impressive mix of tongue twist-
ing patter and physical comedy on “Getting
Married Today,” Scott’s lovely rendition of
the softly sentimental “I Remember” from
the 1966 television musical “Evening Prim-
rose” and Anderson and Edelen pairing up
for the “I Have a Love” duet from “West Side
Story.”
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Yoga and Pilates The Wanderer is in a bit of a funk.

Over the winter, he seems to have shrunk in stature and expanded in girth.

This could make his usually joyful job of wandering a chore this summer. He

understands that yoga can improve his state of mind and Pilates can add

inches to his height. So,he’s off to find places in town to shed his winter self.

After a big breakfast, of course.

A RADIANCE
Finding new confidence and inner peace

is never embarrassing here. A relaxed,

warm environment for all levels offers

instruction that mixes challenge,

support, and humor in an airy, light-

filled studio with bamboo floors.

110 King Street, 703.535.8282,

radiance-yoga.net

B PURE PRANA
Owner Natasha Hennessy is a native Alexandrian who strives to

create balance between body and life in and out of class. This is

a learning center with a strong community focus offering a huge

variety of classes and teacher training.

100 South Patrick Street,703.836.7873, pureprana.com

STUDIO BODY LOGIC G
Karen Garcia is celebrating 15 years as

the area’s first authentic Pilates studio.

Through the power of movement and

the art of control you can realign and

strengthen your body using a combina-

tion of Eastern and Western exercises.

She offers group mat, private and semi-

private apparatus instruction along with

yoga, fitness and stretch classes. Join

her for the yearly pilates retreat in Italy!

2417 Mount Vernon Ave.,

703.739.7601, studiobodylogic.com

F BIKRAM’S YOGA COLLEGE OF INDIA
Birkham Chodbury’s goal of achieving general healthiness

uses “hot” yoga techniques designed to burn calories and

improve circulation. A “hot” room (kept over 100 de-

grees) is intended by Birkham to prevent injury and

facilitate deeper stretching. This is a workout!

5416 Eisenhower Ave,703.212.9642, bikramyoga.com

C DAHN YOGA
Open for 5 years on upper King Street.

“Dahn” yoga is based on the east Asian

understanding of life energy and is

designed to develop self-awareness

and the circulation of energy through

the body. Call for class information.

1630 King Street, 703.684.7717,

dahnyoga.com

D GEORGIE’S PILATE LOFT
A great variety of classes including:

Jumpboard Challange, Pilates for

Golfers, Six pack Challange, Pre & Post

Natal Pilates. Workshops and master

classes also available.

I619 King Street,571.312.2802,

georgiespilatesloft.com

E YOGA IN DAILY LIFE
A place to remove yourself from daily

stress. Classes consist of �  hour of

guided , deep relaxation, followed by �
hour of stretching and strenghtening.

2402 Mount Vernon Ave,

703.299.8946, yogaindailylifeus.org

Talk of the Town is a new Alexandria Gazette Packet feature. Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to

thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.
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Fine Arts

MAY 21 TO JUNE 26
In the Flesh 3. In the Flesh 3 examines

contemporary figurative art, showcasing the
work of 21 artists while exploring the deep-
seeded relationship between humanity and art.
Reception is June 9 from 6 to 8 p.m. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union
Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/target.

FRIDAY/JUNE 3
Drawing Inspiration from the Figure. 7 p.m.

This show, featuring artwork inspired by the
human form, runs through June 26 at the Del
Ray Artisans gallery. Opening reception is
Friday, June 3 from 7 to 10 p.m.  Details and
directions:  www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

MAY 20 TO JUNE 20
Artist Pam Rogers. “The Germination Project:

Emerge.”  Mixed media
including handmade
natural pigments.
Opening reception is
Saturday, June 4 from 7
to 9 p.m. At the
Schlesinger Center
Margaret W. & Joseph L.
Fisher Gallery, NVCC
Alexandria campus.

NOW THROUGH MAY 29
Laura A. Clerici and

Dennis Crayon. New
Members Show. Laura
Clerici is a Byzantine
iconographer. Dennis
Crayon uses color and
position to convey
Modernist composition
with a classical painting
technique. Meet the
Artist’s reception is
Saturday, May 21 from
5 to 8 p.m.  Visit
www.gallery-west.com
or call 703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH MAY 15
Fifteen T.C. Williams

High School
students selected as
this year’s National Art
Honor Society inductees will exhibit their work
at Del Ray Artisans.  Many of these students will
continue their art studies at the college level,
and much of the work on exhibit was featured in
their winning college admission portfolios. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org.

Call for Instructors for Art Camp 2011 (7/
25-7/29).  Projects should combine educational
elements with hands-on and engaging
opportunities for creativity and relate to a
current or historic craft founded in cultural
tradition.  Ages 8-14.
www.theDelRayArtisans.org.

NOW THROUGH MAY 15
The Nest Project. What does home mean to you?

This project is a four-part endeavor that enlists
the help of a dozen local D.C. area art groups,
Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia, and
the Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association.
Outdoor nest installations are created by local
DC arts groups. All nests will be composed
primarily of natural renewable resources like
leaves, twigs, and driftwood, but could also
contain recycled materials.

NOW THROUGH MAY 15
Artist Linda L. Anderson. Dimensional

Landscapes: New Perspectives of our Natural
World. At the Schlesinger Center’s Margaret W.
& Joseph L. Fisher Gallery, NVCC Campus,
Alexandria.

Sculpted stoneware piggy bank by Thien
Nguyen of Alexandria

NOW THROUGH MAY 30
Kiln Club Show. Scope Gallery potters at the Torpedo Factory Art

Center have created one-of-a-kind pieces to offer this Spring
season. At the Scope Gallery, 105 North Union Street, Ground
Floor Studio 19, Alexandria. Call the Scope Gallery at 703-548-
6288 , visit www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.htm and
www.kilnclubwdc.com

“Frosty Booms” by Chica Brunsvold

NOW THROUGH JUNE 26
Paintings of the Potomac Valley Watercolorists.

At Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173.

NOW THROUGH MAY 29
Seen and Unseen/Joanna Knox. Since 2003,

Knox has explored the connections between
people and spaces through her large format
color photographs of abandoned spaces. At the
Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035 or nvfaa.org

NOW THROUGH JUNE 5
Two Visitors Exhibit. Photography by Laurie

Sand and Colleen Spencer Henderson. At
Multiple Exposures Gallery at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union Street, Studio 312,
Alexandria. Call 703-683-2205.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 6
Baa-merica! Icons Revisited. Leslie Blackmon’s

Solo Exhibit of Fiber Sculpture. She has created
intricate crochet sculptures of sheep posing as
American popular culture icons. A Meet-the-
Artist’s reception is Thursday, May 12 from 6:30
to 8 p.m. At The Art League, 105 North Union
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Entertainment

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6

to 9 p.m. Clean up your community,
your country, your planet — meet with
the Sierra Club at its new NOVA Hub
in Del Ray, 2312 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Suite 206, Alexandria. RSVP to Phillip
Ellis, Sierra Club Field Organizer at
571-970-0275 or
phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAYS
Line and Hand Dance Party. 6 to 7

p.m. Cost is $5/class. At the Weyone
Sports Lounge, Landmark Mall E-100,
5801 Duke Street, Ground Level,
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays

and Sundays 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Covers the changing role of African
Americans on the estate, views on
George Washington from the
perspective of Union and Confederate
supporters, and the Washington-
Robert E. Lee connection. At Historic
Mount Vernon. These tours are limited
in capacity and cost $5 in addition to
Estate admission: $15 adults; $7
children (6-11); free for children 5 &
under. Visit www.MountVernon.org or
call 703-780-2000.

THURSDAY/MAY 12
Fiesta Cinco de Mayo. 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Admission of $65 includes food, drinks
and music. Sponsored by Alexandria
Neighborhood Health Services Inc. At
Jack Taylor’s Alexandria Toyota, 3750
Jefferson Davis Highway, Alexandria.
Call 703-360-4387, email
nhanhsi@aol.com or visit ANHSI’s
website www.anhsi.org.

Raining Cats and Dogs. 6 to 9 p.m.
Free. Spend time with your four-
legged pal at this pet-friendly event,
featuring a doggie nest tour of The
Nest Project’s outdoor installations, an
adoption event by the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria, and a pet photo
booth. At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-
4565

10-Year anniversary. Inova HealthPlex
will be offering Stroke Awareness, Free
Blood Pressure Checks, Freedom from
Nicotine on site class, Ask the
Nutritionist, Body Mass Index
Screening, Sun Safety Booth, Car Seat
safety and more. At 6355 Walker Lane,
Alexandria. Call 703-797-6800.

Toby Walker. 7 p.m. Tickets are $10.
Part of the Second Thursday Music
program. Acoustic blues music at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Visit www.nvfaa.org or
call 703-548-0035.

Rising Hope Fund-raiser. Shane’s Rib
Shack will donate 20 percent of the
sales of all meals purchased between 5
p.m. and 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 12,
to Rising Hope United Methodist
Mission Church.  Shane’s Rib Shack is
at 7698-B Richmond Highway, Mount
Vernon Plaza, Alexandria.

FRIDAY/MAY 13
Kinky Friedman With the Texas

Jewboys. 7:30 p.m. A very rare East
Coast tour. Tickets are $35. At the
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria.

National Chamber Players. 7:30 p.m.
Saint-Saëns and Brahms. The program
will be Camille Saint-Saëns’ The
Carnival of the Animals and Brahms’
Sextet in B major, with guests Benny
and Eric Kim, and pianist Rohan de
Silva. A reception hosted by Autism
Speaks will follow the concert. At
Episcopal High School in Alexandria.
Visit www.episcopalhighschool.org or
call 703-933-4135.

SATURDAY/MAY 14
Chamber Singers Concert. 7:30 p.m.

Free. Chamber Singers of Marywood
University in Scranton, PA, will
perform. At St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 8009 Fort Hunt Road,

Alexandria. The Chamber Singers are
under the direction of Dr. Rick
Hoffenberg; the accompanist is Mark
Laubach.  The music will include
selections by Thomas Morley, Franz
Schubert, Fanny Mendelssohn, Ralph
Vaughan Williams, John Rutter and
others, and all musical texts are from
the works of William Shakespeare.

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive.
Branch 567 of the National Association
of Letter Carriers will be collecting
food at their mailboxes to deliver to
local food banks such as ALIVE,
Koinonia Foundation, Rising Hope,
United Community Ministries and
Capital Area Food Banks.

National Harbor Wine and Food
Fest. 12:30 to 5:30 p.m.  Festival
brings together area chefs, artisanal
craftsmen, culinary pioneers as well as
wine and spirits. Tickets for two-day
all-access pass is $150/person; two-day
general ticket is $65/person; VIP ticket
is $75; general admission is $35/
advance; $45/door. Visit
www.wineandfoodnh.com or call
(800) 830-3976.

Family Health & Wellness Day. 9:30
a.m. to noon. At Mount Vernon
Community School. TrailsforYouth.Org
will be hosting a bike safety rodeo
showcasing safety skills along with free
helmets to give away. Other activities
include the YMCA mobile activity
vehicle, Green Team plant sale, yoga
demonstrations, nutritional
information and free bike safety gear.
Contact Megan Brooks at
megan@tfkmetrodc.org.

Polish Cookbook Signing. 1 to 3 p.m.
Alexandria locals Peter and Laura
Zeranski will be signing copies of their
new cookbook, Polish Classic Recipes.
At Barnes & Noble, 3651 Jefferson
Davis Hwy., Alexandria.

World Fair Trade Day. At Mindful
Hands in Alexandria. There will be
refreshments of fairly-traded iced tea
and chocolate, craft activities for kids,
and chances to win prizes of fair-trade
handmade gifts.  The event will also
feature the fairly-traded cats and
kittens of Tails High, an Alexandria-
based cat rescue group. Visit
www.mindfulhands.com

Talk on Cambodia, Laos. 10 a.m.
Free. Ten Thousand Villages will host a
presentation by store manager Kate
McMahon on her tour of Southeast
Asia. The first 30 attendees will receive
a gift from Cambodia, and will also be
allowed to shop the 50 percent off sale
of items from Cambodia and Laos
before the doors open at 11 a.m.

Convivium Concert, 7:30pm.
Convivium is a Washington-area
chamber choir specializing in
Renaissance, Tudor and 20th century
music since 1985. Grace Episcopal
Church, 3601 Russell Rd, Alexandria
22305. Contact www.gracealex.org or
703-549-1980.

“Twelve Disciples of Nelson
Mandela.” Film screening at 4:30
p.m. Free. Part of Movies With a
Mission program.  At the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 902 Wythe
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-4356.

Boutique Charity Day. On this day, 30
retailers will create an activity or
promotion in their stores that would
benefit a charity of choice. Profits from
the day will be donated to the charity.
At participating Old Town Boutique
District stores.
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com

Spring Virginia Native Wildflower
Sale. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Native trees,
shrubs, ground covers, ferns, and
wildflowers will be offered for sale by
the  Potowmack Chapter of the
Virginia Native Plant Society at Green
Spring Gardens. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173.

Spring Plant Sale. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Large selection of perennials, annuals,
native plants, vegetables, herbs. At
Green Spring gardens Park, Booth
#13, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria.

UD FEST.  Noon to 6 p.m. Free.  Unique
Definition Clothing & Entertainment is
having “ UD FEST” (Fashion,
Entertainment & the Arts Collide).
Come and see various performances
from dance teams, cheer teams, singers
and bands. Chef presentations, fashion
shows, face painting and vendors. At
the Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron
St., Alexandria. If you would like to
participate, call 703-296-8191 or email
events@uniquedefinition.com.

Free Concert. 7:30 p.m. Convivium
chamber choir specializing in
Renaissance, Tudor and 20th century
music. At Grace Episcopal Church,
3601 Russell Road, Alexandria.
Contact www.gracealex.org or 703-
549-1980.

Live Green Together. 4 to 6 p.m.
Building Sustainability Community.
Presentation and book signing by Liz
Walker, co-founder EcoVillage Ithaca,
NY & author Choosing a Sustainable
Future. At MAS Community Center,
6408 Edsall Road, Alexandria. Visit
GoodTreeVillage.org.

Cook and Bake-Off for a Cause. 5 to
7 p.m. Youth members will each bring
their own creation to compete for best
dish; come enjoy a gourmet buffet and
vote for your favorite dish. Proceeds
will benefit UCM and the Mount
Vernon Presbyterian Church’s Youth
Appalachia Mission Trip.  At the
Fellowship Hall at Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church.

MAY 14 AND 15
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. 8

p.m. Tickets $10-$65. Pianist Garrick

See Entertainment,  Page 3 1

SUNDAY/MAY 15
Middle School Drama Festival. 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. St. Nearly 100 Stephen’s & St.

Agnes School students in grades sixth, seventh and eighth will perform in full-
scale drama and musical theater productions. At St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School,
1000 St. Stephen’s Road, Alexandria.
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Tues-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-5,
Mon by appointment

SPRING KNITS
30% Off Now

Choose from Lia Molly, Rebecca
Taylor, and Laurie B Designs

130 South Union Street
Old Town Alexandria

571.970.6324

From Page 30

Entertainment

Ohlsson plays Rachmaninoff, Piano
Concerto No. 3. Saturday, May 14 at 8
p.m.; Sunday, May 15 at 3 p.m. At the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall,
NOVA Community College, 3001 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Call 703-
548-0885 or visit www.alexsym.org.

Creating Outdoor Mosaic Garden
Ornaments. Saturday from 11:30 to
3:30 p.m.; Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.
At the home of the instructor in
Alexandria. Workshop fee is $60/both
days; $30/one day. On-line
registration at http://
calendar.thedelrayartisans.org/
view_entry.php?id=911&date=20110514.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
contact the instructor Sally Coler at
202-270-9524 or
sallycoler@hotmail.com.

SUNDAYS, MAY 15, 22, 29
Old Town Waterfront Fun Days. 1 to

4 p.m. Presented by the Alexandria
Waterfront Committee, Torpedo
Factory Artists, Art League, Alexandria
Archaeology, and the Alexandria
Seaport Foundation. At the Alexandria
City Marina on the waterfront. Contact
Charlotte Hall at 703-684-0580.

SUNDAY/MAY 15
Middle School Drama Festival. 2

p.m. and 5 p.m. St. Nearly 100
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School students
in grades sixth, seventh and eighth will
perform in full-scale drama and
musical theater productions. At St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, 1000 St.
Stephen’s Road, Alexandria.

Titan Expo. 1 to 5 p.m. An outdoor fun
festival. Food, music, games, moon
bounce, bake sale, face painting, car
bash, used book sale, dog obstacle
course, and more. All proceeds support
the Scholarship Fund of Alexandria.
Free Admission, but tickets required
for games and other  purchases. Rain
or Shine. At T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
824-6868.

Matt Meyer, Drumming Workshop.
2 p.m. Bring your own instrument or
use one provided. Donation of $10/
adult. At Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane,
Alexandria. Call 703-765-5950.

Choral Evensong. 5 p.m. Grant
Hellmers, Interim Organist-Choir
Director of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
will direct the Adult Choir in a choral
evensong. At St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 228 South Pitt Street,
Alexandria.

Martinez and Guthrie. 7 p.m. Tickets
are $18/general; $15/advance. At
Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Visit
www.FocusMusic.org. Call 703-501-
6061.

Mount Vernon Crop Walk. 1:30 p.m. !
Part of the proceeds from this walk will
benefit United Community Ministries
and New Hope Housing. At St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church, 8531 Riverside
Road, Alexandria. Contact Christine
Fiske at christine.fiske@ucmagency.org

or 703-768-7106 ext 328.

TUESDAY/MAY 17
Cici’s Pizza Fundraiser. When you eat

at Cici’s Pizza anytime on Tuesday,
May 17, 10 percent of your meal will
be donated to United Community
Ministries (UCM). At Cici’s Pizza, 7666
Richmond Hwy., Alexandria. Call 703-
718-8880.

Mount Vernon Evening Lions
Dinner. 6:30 p.m. Speaker is Erika
Hernandez from Prince William Justice
Academy who will speak on safety
issues. At Pema’s Restaurant. Contact
Andrea Corsillo at 703-960-4973.

Mount Vernon Genealogical
Society. 1 p.m. Features a
presentation on “Genealogy from the
Inside Out: Tracing a Family Secret
from a Single Clue.” With Steve
Luxenberg, senior editor with the
Washington Post. At Room 112 of the
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Call
Harold McClendon at 703-360-0920 or
haroldm@erols.com.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 18
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission

is $10. With the band, JP McDermot
and Western Bop. At Nick’s Nightclub,
642 South Pickett Street, Alexandria.

THURSDAY, MAY 19
Preview Party, Antiques in

Alexandria. 7 to 10 p.m.  Be among
first to see booths of show’s 60
nationally recognized exhibitors.
Benefit for The Lyceum, Alexandria
Association and Twig.  Tickets $135.
At Hilton Mark Center, 5000 Seminary

Rd., Alexandria.
Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com
Politico Reporters.
6 to 8 p.m. Part of the
Rooms with a View
lecture series.
Featuring Jonathan
Allen, Senior
Congressional
Reporter, Politico, and
Julie Mason, White
House Reporter,
Politico. At The
Boeing Company’s
Conference Center,
1200 Wilson Blvd.,
Arlington. Visit
www.RosslynVA.org.
Ms. Virginia
Senior America
Pageant. 1:30 p.m.
Free. Three candidates
are from Arlington
including Ruthmarie
Finley, Toby

Greenwald and Patty Heenan and two
from Alexandria, Lynn Kelley and
Shirley Stroud. The winner will
represent Virginia at the national
pageant in Atlantic City. At the Lee
Center, Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St., Alexandria. Call
Annmarie Pittman,  703-549-7012 or
e-mail annmariep@comcast.net. The
website is www.msvirginiasenior.com.

Alexandria Tourism Marketing
Summit. Noon to 3 p.m. Participants
will learn how to tap into — and
increase — Alexandria’s $616 million
in visitor spending with insider tips
from experts in tourism, e-marketing,
news media, and sales. Lunch will be
provided. Cost is $25/$12. At George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Pre-
registration is required. Email
BLee@VisitAlexVA.com or call 703-
746-3311.

FRIDAY/MAY 20
Mount Vernon Swing Band. Cost is

$4. Hollin Hall Senior Center will be
hosting the Mount Vernon Swing
Band.  Call 703-765-4573.
Poetry Reading. 10 a.m. Mary
McElveen, First Poet Laureate of the
City of Alexandria, will return to Hollin
Hall Senior Center to share her new
poetry. At 1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

Symphony Orchestra of Arlington.
7:30 p.m. Inaugural concert at the
George Washington Masonic Temple.
With musical director Jeff Dokken, the
concert will feature the works of
Mozart and Tchaikovsky.  Visit
www.symphonyorchestraofarlington.com.

MAY 20 TO 22
15th Antiques in Alexandria. 60

nationally recognized exhibitors
featuring antique furniture, silver,
porcelain, rugs, paintings, prints,
jewelry, clocks, garden objects, and
more.  Benefit for Lyceum, Alexandria
Assoc., and Twig.  Tickets $15.  Free
Parking, catalog & loan exhibit,
Alexandria 1861 – Winds of Change.
At Hilton Mark Center, 5000 Seminary
Rd.  Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com

SATURDAY, MAY 21
Gone With The Wind lecture &

brunch, Antiques in Alexandria,
11 am.  Enjoy brunch and an
illustrated lecture on costumes worn in
classic movie by Costume and Textile
Specialist A. Newbold Richardson.
Benefits Alexandria charities.  Tickets
$50.  At Hilton Mark Center, 5000
Seminary Rd., Alexandria.  Details:
www.AntiquesinAlexandria.com

Pictured is the Rev. Chris Furr with his son Noah of First
Christian Church of Alexandria. Ken Naser, Wendy Billet
and Stowe Boyd of ALIVE Inc. and Brian McCormick, Food
Drive Coordinator for Alexandria Branch 567.

SATURDAY/MAY 14
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive. Branch 567 of the National Association of Letter

Carriers will be collecting food at their mailboxes to deliver to local food banks
such as ALIVE, Koinonia Foundation, Rising Hope, United Community Ministries
and Capital Area Food Banks.

SUNDAY/MAY 15
Martinez and Guthrie. 7 p.m. Tickets are $18/general;

$15/advance. At Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Visit www.FocusMusic.org.
Call 703-501-6061.
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

well, and as a result, spends a
major portion of the evening at-
tempting to emote in the confines
of a straight jacket, which is no
mean trick.

You will have noticed that I
haven’t said much about the plot.
In part, that is because the plot
isn’t really that well constructed
in Horowitz’s play.  But mostly it
is because I don’t want to give
away any of the surprises. Let me,
instead, simply describe the state
of affairs as the play gets under-
way and then you can decide if you
want to attend to find out where
the twists go:

A writer with two books on se-
rial killers (Randall) is in the of-
fice of the head of an asylum for
the criminally insane. He’s there
to convince the administrator
(Adams) to let him interview the
worst of the serial killers for yet
another book. But the attending
nurse (Benton) is trembling so
badly that you suspect something
in the asylum is very wrong. Of
course, it turns out that you are

right.
Horowitz is a British novelist

and screenwriter whose personal
biographical sketch seems as un-
likely as any of the twists in his
stories. Raised by a wealthy but
secretive father, the family lost its
fortune when his father converted
all the assets to cash, deposited
them in a secret Swiss bank ac-
count and then died without leav-
ing a clue as to what bank, what
account and what password would
free the money. And that was only
part of the strange account of his
childhood.

AS AN ADULT, he has found
success as a writer, turning out
mystery novels for adults and
teens, most notably the Alex
Rider series about a teen super-
spy. For adults, he’s writing a new
Sherlock Holmes mystery with
the approval of the Conan Doyle
estate. Their choice may not be
too surprising given Horowitz’s
track record with television ad-
aptations of the mysteries by
Agatha Christie.

From Page 27

Adams Shines Evil
Light on ‘Mindgames’

The script for “Mindgame” is
marked by the facile touch for
twists and turns that one would
expect from such an author. The
dialogue isn’t exactly what one
would call subtle, but this cast
manages to keep a straight face in
the presence of a clunker or two
while they keep the tension level
high.

Director Follmer’s design team
puts the intimate space called The
Lab Studio Theatre at Conver-
gence on North Quaker Lane to
good use even though the limits
of their financial resources for set
construction are clear. Horowitz
has built into his script a number
of visuals that set designer Michael
deBlois and set dresser Kim
Gowland accommodate efficiently.
But there are times when you may
not notice a change in the set or a
clever property because you are
just having too much fun watch-
ing Adams.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater

in Virginia, Washington and Mary-
land as well as Broadway and writes
about theater for a number of na-
tional magazines. He welcomes
feedback from those he writes about
and those he writes for. He can be
reached at
brad.hathaway@verizon.net.

Theater

The pianists take a few moments from time to time to narrate. Of the
two, John Kalbfleisch has the bulk of the spoken material and he deliv-
ers it with a nice, humorous touch. Indeed, he gets the first (or per-
haps second) big laugh of the evening when reading Sondheim’s lyric
for “Invocation,” which includes the prayer “You who look down on
actors . . . and who doesn’t?”

All this takes place on a very big set for what is essentially a very
intimate show. Micha Kachman designed a wall-filling expanse of shim-
mering plastic strips adorned with pages, presumably from the scripts
of Sondheim’s shows. In the center he places a fairly wide, light en-
circled proscenium. When the company is spread across the large play-
ing space they seem far apart from each other. Edelen even gets a chuckle
by pointing out the paucity of performers when, in the finale, she looks
over the stage and says “We need more people!”

At $55 to $81 a seat, this is an expensive but enjoyable collection of
highlights from the first half of Sondheim’s brilliant career delivered
with just a touch of explanation. It lacks any effort to use the songs in
a story-telling context, however. That is a failing that later revues based
on Sondheim’s songs, such as “Putting It Together” which Signature’s
Artistic Director Eric Schaeffer directed on Broadway and then brought
here, tried to correct.

From Page 27

First Half of Story

R
eady to do a little shop-
ping in Old Town and help
29 local charities at the

same time?  The Old Town Bou-
tique District (OTBD) announces
a community-focused Spring event
called Boutique Charity Day tak-
ing place on Saturday, May 14.
This small business-driven event
is staged to be the largest charity
collaboration in the metro area.

Each retail member of the OTBD
has hand-picked local and national
charities to support on this day.
Retailers will create an activity or
promotion in their stores that
would benefit that charity of
choice.  For example, beauty bou-
tique Bellacara will be hosting
Stacy Boylan Day.  Stacy Boylan,
the store’s first-ever employee, lost
her life nine years ago to Cystic Fi-
brosis.  Profits from that day will
be donated to the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.

“The unfortunate and sudden
loss of Stacy presented an oppor-
tunity for Bellacara to turn it into
something good,” said Kim Putens
co-owner of Bellacara and
Bloomers.  “So, we thought why
not multiply that goodness and
host an OTBD Charity Day.”

Examples of participation in-

Boutique District Charity Day
29 Retailers. 29 Charities. 1 Feel Good Shopping Day.

clude European bra-fitting salon
The Full Cup hosting a “Founda-
tions for Success” new panties
drive for Dress for Success, La
Cuisine donating 15 percent of in-
store and on-line sales to
FreshFarm Market’s food stamp
program, Hysteria donating 20

percent of sales to Alexandria’s
Giving Circle, to Periwinkle col-
lecting gently used Spring/Sum-
mer suits, bags, shoes, accessories
and jewelry for Suited for Change.

A complete list of each shops
activity and charity is located at
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com.
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703-379-5800

Bradlee Center
3610 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22302

Everything you need... all in one place!

* retail only

$500 OFF*

Per Gallon

All Premium Paints & Stains

Professional Paint & Design Staff
• In-Home Color Consultation
• Benjamin Moore, C2 Paints & Fine Paints of Europe
• Sikkens Stains
• Wallpaper, Fabrics & Window Treatments

People

See Scrapbooking,  Page 42

By Senitra McCombs

Gazette Packet

P
reschool teacher turned scrap-
book instructor Claudia Lopez-
Viñas describes the craft she is so
passionate about: “What makes

scrapbooking different than writing in a
journal is that there are photographs that
go with the words. It is a moment in time
that is captured with the snap of a picture.”

Recently, she taught the first scrapbooking
workshop at Alexandria’s Lee-Fendall House
Museum and Garden.

“In our efforts to expand our program-
ming, this was a good fit, given how popu-
lar scrapbooking was in the Victorian pe-
riod,” said Lee-Fendall House Museum and
Garden’s Executive Director Tracy L.
Sullivan.

After a short introduction on
scrapbooking, Lopez-Viñas demonstrated
the various methods used in scrapbooking
such as layering, tearing, overlapping, col-
lage and photo contour cutting.

“Being able to see people try it out on their

own … that aha! moment is probably the
very best part of the workshop,” she said.
Being able to scrapbook something is “like
the birth of a preemie that spent his first
three months in the ICU or the life of some-
one that has passed away, is huge. It is an
outlet for emotions.

“I think the most wonderful thing about
scrapbooking is that much like exercising
there are good feelings associated with do-
ing it and completing pages and albums.
While you are creating you slip away to that
special place and then can appreciate what
you have done.” Lopez-Viñas said.

So how did a preschool teacher become
an expert scrapbooker?

Lopez-Viñas got involved in scrapbooking
in 2003 when she wanted to document a
year of activities and lessons for 10
preschoolers.

During the process, she fell in love with
the craft, especially “the hands-on paper
aspect of scrapbooking.”

“I like designing layouts and matching
background paper with photo mats, stick-
ers and borders. I like to experiment with
color as well and combine two colors that
wouldn’t normally go together,” she said.

Lopez-Viñas has been teaching
scrapbooking workshops across Virginia for
about 5 years. She started teaching at
scrapbooking parties.

She has taught workshops with up to 32-

35 people. However, she prefers smaller
classes like the workshop she taught at Lee-
Fendall House, which makes it easier for
her to monitor everyone’s progress and help
them as needed.

“Just like a writer will find their voice,
scrapbookers will find their own style of
sharing their life’s special moments,” she
adds.

Although many may believe that
scrapbooking is just for those mature in age,
Lopez-Viñas stated that she’s taught indi-
viduals ranging from 6 to 63.

In addition, she believes that
scrapbooking has a “healing effect” that can

be particularly beneficial to children. She
said that children “can appreciate this as
they look back at pictures of themselves
when they were young.

“It has been researched and documented,
that children that grow up in a home where
albums are made have a greater sense of
self-worth and belonging than those that
grow up in a family where pictures are
stored away in boxes or on computers.”

Therefore, she advises everyone to “Make
albums for your family.”

It’s no wonder that her favorite scrapbook

The boy on the left is
Alejandro Viñas (11),
the teen in the middle,
Andrea Viñas (18),
Claudia Lopez-Viñas is
in the blue sweater,
the girl on her left in
the white t-shirt is
their youngest Caro-
lina Viñas (9), and the
man behind the birth-
day girl is her hus-
band, Enrique Viñas.
Missing from the
family picture is
eldest Noelle (19) who
is away at college.

Preschool Teacher Turns Scrapbook Instructor
Claudia Lopez-Viñas
teaches scrapbooking
workshop.
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Politics

Lines in the Sand

I
n recent decades, Alexandria has been
represented by two members in the
House of Delegates and one member
of the state Senate. That changed a

decade ago, when the city picked up an
extra member of the House and another
member of the Senate. Now that the once-
in-a-decade redistricting process has drawn
to a close, Alexandria finds itself with a
mixed picture. It’s back to basics in the
House. But the city will now have three
Senate districts — a first for the city.

That means that none of the three sena-

tors who represent Alexandria in the Vir-
ginia state Senate will have a majority of
his or her district in the city. Former Del.
Marian Van Landingham (D-45) said that
even though it’s good to have three voices
speaking out in favor of the city’s interests,
there’s value in having a member who is
perceived as the senator from Alexandria.

“Frankly, it’s harder to represent more
than one jurisdiction,” said Van
Landingham. “You have to go to more meet-
ings, and you have to deal with more local
officials.”

The 45th House District, which is currently represented by Democrat
David Englin, will lose precincts of Mount Vernon and central Alexan-
dria. In exchange the district will pick up parts of Del Ray, Arlandria and
Arlington Ridge.

The 46th House District, which is currently represented by Democrat
Charniele Herring, will lose its one Fairfax County precinct. In exchange,
it will pick up MacArthur precinct and Chinquapin precinct.

The 30th Senate District, which is currently represented by Democrat
Patsy Ticer, will lose parts of Arlington Views, Penrose, Seminary Hill
and Hybla Valley. In exchange, the district will pick up Fort Hunt, Mount
Vernon and Fort Belvoir.

The 39th Senate District, which is currently represented by Democrat
George Barker, will lose parts of Fairfax Station and Franconia. In ex-
change, the district will pick up six precincts in Alexandria as well as
parts of Newington and Lorton.

The 35th Senate District, which is currently represented by Democrat
Majority Leader Dick Saslaw, will lose parts of Annandale and Cameron
Station. In exchange, the district will pick up parts of Springfield,
Bailey’s Crossroads and Falls Church.

Back to basics in the House and
a divided new future for the Senate.
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Sports

See Sports Briefs,  Page 37

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

M
embers of the T.C. Wil-
liams boys lacrosse
team hung around on
the field long after

Monday’s matchup with Annandale
had concluded. Senior midfielder
Jimmy Carragher and head coach
Mike Mulherin were in pleasant

moods dur-
ing post-
game inter-
views and
the Titans
g e n e r a l l y
seemed up-
beat.

TC, the
No. 6 seed,
lost to No. 2
Annandale
12-6 during
the semifi-
nal round of
the Patriot
D i s t r i c t
T o u r n a -
ment at Lee
H i g h
S c h o o l .
While the
Titans fell
s h o r t
against the

Atoms, TC accomplished its goal for
the evening: prove to itself that
progress had been made and recent
success was no fluke.

Annandale is considered one of the
top teams in the Northern Region and
the Atoms handed TC a lopsided 18-4
loss on April 26. On Monday, the Ti-
tans led briefly in the first quarter and
stayed within shouting distance for
the remainder of the contest.
Carragher called the Titans’ perfor-
mance “the best game of the year, for

sure.” Senior attackman Robin Bomberger
said “It gives us pretty good confidence
knowing that we can hang with some of the
best teams in the region.”

Playing well in the postseason had the
Titans thinking positive. It probably helped
that TC didn’t have to worry about keeping
its season alive.

The Titans took care of that three days
earlier, beating Lake Braddock 8-5 for the
program’s first playoff victory in the last five
years while earning a berth in the North-
ern Region Tournament.

TC has had several memorable moments
this season. The Titans beat Lake Braddock
8-7 on March 29, posted two shutouts in a
span of five days and surpassed their win
total from the previous season by mid-April.
But beating the Bruins in the postseason and
following it with a strong effort against
Annandale has taken the Titans to new

heights.
“We stepped up and showed that what

we were on Friday against Lake Braddock
is what we’ll be every night that we play,”
Mulherin said of the team’s performance
against Annandale, “and going into the re-
gional tournament I think that’s great for
us to have that confidence. … Lake
Braddock had put in a new defense the first
time we played and to go in and to show
that we had only become a better team,
sharper on offense, our defense is solidi-
fied, and to walk away with another con-
vincing win was huge to our team, as well
as hopefully a statement for the region to
know that we’re a legitimate program.”

Carragher scored a team-high two goals
against Annandale.

“For my senior night, my favorite TC
moment was beating [Lake Braddock] ear-
lier this season,” he said. “People thought

that that was a fluke. … When we came
out [against the Bruins in the district tour-
nament], we controlled the game the whole
time. They did not stand a chance.”

Along with team accomplishments, sev-
eral Titans garnered individual accolades.
Senior attackman Ben Bilodeau and senior
defenseman Qwante Cherry were named
first-team all-district. Senior midfielder Ben
Goodwin received second-team honors, and
Bomberger, junior attackman Kodie
Richards, senior midfielders Carragher, Tim
Dwyer and Jay Whitmire and junior
defenseman Dominic Ballou garnered hon-
orable mention.

Regionals will begin May 17.
“I couldn’t be more proud of these guys,”

Mulherin said. “Win or loss, we’re better
every day. We’re today than we were last
week and I couldn’t be more proud of our
team.”

TC Beats Lake Braddock, Advances to Regionals
Titans continue
improving under
second-year head
coach Mulherin.

“When we came
out [against the
Bruins in the
district
tournament], we
controlled the
game the whole
time. They did
not stand a
chance.”

— T.C. Williams senior
attackman Jimmy

Carragher

T.C. Williams senior Jimmy Carragher scored two
goals against Annandale on Monday.

T.C. Williams senior defenseman Qwante Cherry, left,
earned first-team all-district honors in 2011.
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Reed Commits to
UNC, Breaks Record

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes sophomore at-
tack Carly Reed had a busy weekend.

On Thursday, May 5, Reed scored three
goals during an 18-5 victory against Holton
Arms, giving her a school-record 123 for the
season. Reed passed former Saints All-
American Kelly Austin’s record of 121, set
in 2009.

On Saturday, while attending her sister’s
graduation at the University of North Caro-
lina, Reed committed to the Tar Heels, a
source close to Reed wrote in an email.

Reed is among the top goal-scorers in the
nation, according to ESPNRISE.com. Her
three goals on May 5 gave her 207 in her
St. Stephen’s career. Depending on how far
the Saints advance in the postseason, Reed
has a chance to break the program’s all-time
record of 233 in just her second year.

— Jon Roetman

TC Girls Lacrosse
Ends Season

The No. 6 T.C. Williams girls lacrosse team
lost to No. 3 West Springfield, 13-10, on
May 6 during the opening round of the Pa-
triot District Tournament, ending the Titans’
season.

The Lady Titans let West Springfield jump
out early in the first half to a 4-0 lead and it

Sports BriefsSt. Stephen’s &
St. Agnes
sophomore
attack Carly
Reed broke the
school’s single-
season goal-
scoring record
on May 5 and
committed to
the University
of North Caro-
lina on May 7.
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2011 deadline is June 1, 2011

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

From Page 36

Sports

was 7-3 at halftime. In the second half, T. C. Will-
iams started to patiently whittle away its opponent’s
lead due to harder offensive pressure, much better
defense, and improved ball control off the draw. Af-
ter the score became tied 10-10 in the second half,
West Springfield managed to get three late goals that
were fired from point-blank range almost right on
the crease. Ultimately, those early first-half goals and
being behind 7-1 fairly early were critical factors that
the Lady Titans were not able to overcome. The Lady
Titans (5-7) previously lost 18-5 to West Springfield
on April 6 during the regular season.

— Grant Cole

Awards Banquet
The Sportsman’s Club will hold its 56th Annual

Awards Banquet on May 16 at The Westin Alexan-
dria, located at 400 Courthouse Square. Reception
hour begins at 6 p.m. and dinner is served at 7 p.m.
The guest speaker will be Navy head football coach
Ken Niumatalolo. Individual tickets are $75. For more
information, contact Frank Flaherty at 703-346-6525.

Lady Titans
Basketball Camp

The T.C. Williams Lady Titans Rising Stars Basket-
ball Camp for girls ages 8-14 will be held from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. June 27-July 1 at T.C. Williams
High School. Registration fee is $135 for the five-
day event and a $50 non-refundable deposit is due
when registering. Balance is due on the first day of
camp.

Each participant will receive a T-shirt and certifi-
cate, and there will be awards for the winners of 1-
on-1, 3-on-3, free-throw shooting, hot-shot shoot-
ing, knock out, team competition and for the camper
of the week.

Contact T.C. Williams head girls basketball coach
Kesha Walton at keshawalton@hotmail.com or 703-
296-8717 for more information.

Aces Looking
For Host Families

The Alexandria Aces Collegiate Summer Baseball
Club of the Cal Ripken Collegiate Baseball League is
looking for host families for its upcoming 2011 sea-
son. Aces players arrive in Alexandria on Memorial
Day Weekend. All players need is a place to sleep
and access to a washer and dryer, the Aces take care
of everything else. To volunteer as a host family, con-
tact Aces Host Family Coordinators, David Cheney
(Aces Club Boosters - Baseball Chairman) or Lisa
Marie Cheney (Aces Club Boosters - Board Vice Pres.)
by email at cheneydave@gmail.com or by phone at
703-370-2882.

Sports Updates on Twitter
Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on Twitter at

@jonroetman for sports updates around Northern
Virginia and Montgomery County, Md.

American Legion
Players Wanted

The Montgomery College Rockville baseball
teamºis looking for American Legion or showcase-
quality players for the fall 2011 and spring 2012 sea-
sons. The Rockville Express of the Cal Ripken League
plays their home games at MC Rockville. Contact

Coach Rick Price at 240-447-6948 for more infor-
mation.

Swim Coaches Wanted
The Parklawn Piranhas has approximately 90

swimmers (ages 5-18) and will compete in NVSL
Division 16 this summer. The team is looking for one
or two assistant coaches that will improve athletes’
swimming technique, endurance and speed, promote
great sportsmanship, and encourage team unity. The
assistant coach must be available for nine practice
times a week (Monday-Friday 8-11:30 a.m., Tues-
day-Thursday 5:45-7:45 p.m.), Monday-evening
meets, Friday-evening pep rallies, and Saturday-
morning meets. There will be additional time com-
mitments for Relay Carnival, coaching staff meet-
ings, and team social events.

The ideal candidate will have experience coach-
ing with NVSL, high school, or club teams. Knowl-
edge of all NVSL and US Swimming rules and proce-
dures is essential. Lifeguard, CPR, AED, and First
Aid certification must be completed by May 23. All
interested candidates should apply immediately.
Send resumes and any questions to
(jacquelyn.marinucci@gmail.com). Individuals who
cannot make the evening practice times are still en-
couraged to apply. Exceptions can be made for the
right candidate. Candidates must be available for
morning practices.

Youth Coaches Needed
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks

and Cultural Activities is currently seeking volun-
teers to coach youth baseball, softball, field hockey,
swimming, track and field, Rugby, summer basket-
ball and football. Criminal history background checks
are required. Interested persons should call the sports
office at 703-746-5402 or e-mail
mac.slover@alexandriava.gov or Tamika.coleman
@alexandriava.gov.

Wahoos Swim
Team Registration

The Wahoos swim program offers youth ages 6-18
of all abilities the opportunity to develop their own
unique potential. The program will promote indi-
vidual achievement and team camaraderie in an at-
mosphere of friendly competition. Developing and
experienced swimmers alike can refine their freestyle,
breaststroke, backstroke, butterfly, turns and starts
with an experienced coaching staff. Swim meets are
scheduled every Saturday morning from mid-June
through early August. There will be a parents meet-
ing and the first team practice on May 31 at the Chin-
quapin Park Recreation Center. Swimmers must be
able to swim 25 meters continuously. Registration
will take place through May 27. For more informa-
tion, call the Sports Office at 703-746-5402 or go on
the Recreation Department’s Web site at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Youth Rugby
Program Registration

The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks
and Cultural; Recreation Services Division is now
accepting registration for non-contact and tackle
rugby through May 31. Boys and girls ages 6-14 are
eligible to participate and the registration fee is $30.
For more information, call the Youth Sports Office
at 703-746-5402 or see www.alexandriava.gov/rec-
reation.
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NO GIMMICKS.
JUST RESULTS.

1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

703.683.0777
FitnessTogether.com/alexandria

Fitness Together Alexandria
300 North Washington Street
Suite 106
Alexandria, VA 22314

This Summer - Be a Stronger,
Leaner, Fitter You Visit These Houses of Worship

Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM

THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Bethany Lutheran Church
2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Services at 8:30am & 11:00am
Sunday School at 9:45am

An April Assist
Support New Life!

Accepting donations of packages of diapers and
diaper wipes to support Assist Pregnancy Center

8th Annual Sounds Sweet!
Handbell Dessert Concert
Saturday June 4th 6:30pm

(703) 765-8255
More info (703) 765-8255
or www.bethany-lcms.org

Marilyn
Wharton

Longtime Alexan-
dria resident
Marilyn M. Wharton
, born Oct. 16, 1922
in Trenton, N.J.,
died on May 7, 2011
at the Goodwin
House, Alexandria
of respiratory fail-
ure. She is survived
by her sons, Henry R. Wharton, IV
(Jody) and Stephen B. Wharton
(Mary) of Alexandria, and three
grandsons, Edward, Will and Hank
Wharton. Her brother Pat Marshall
lives in Ocean City, Md.

Wharton was preceded in death
by her husband, Henry R.
Wharton, III and son, Thomas M.
Wharton. Marilyn was a real es-
tate broker in Alexandria for over
40 years, starting in her mother’s
firm and founding Henry R.
Wharton, Inc. with her husband in

1951. Wharton Real
Estate operated in
Old Town Alexan-
dria until 1986.
Marilyn earned the
recognition of the
Pioneer Club from
Northern Virginia
Board of Realtors.
She was past presi-
dent of the Alexan-
dria Rotary Club In-
ner Wheel and also

past president of the TWIG, Jun-
ior Auxiliary Alexandria Hospital.
She graduated from St. Mary’s
Academy in Alexandria, Class of
1940 and attended Gulf Park Jun-
ior College in Mississippi. She was
a longtime member of the Belle
Haven Country Club.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made for local charities to the
Alexandria Rotary Foundation. A
memorial visitation was held May
10 family at Belle Haven County
Club following a private burial ser-
vice.

Joseph John
Langenfeld II

Joseph John Langenfeld II (Joe),
the oldest of 14 children, was born
in Denver, Colo. on Aug. 21, 1943
and died at home from cancer on
April 18, 2011. He grew up in
Mitchell, S.D., graduating from
Notre Dame High School in 1961.
Joe received a degree in mechani-
cal engineering from the School of
Mines and Technology in Rapid
City, S.D. in 1966. Serving in the
U.S. Army from May of 1967 to
May of 1970, he was a captain and
platoon leader/pilot for helicopter
missions in Viet Nam and served
three years as a pilot for the South
Dakota National Guard. He also
worked as a deck hand on a cargo
ship, 5th grade teacher, boat
builder, owner and operator of a
fiberglass repair business, pilot for
off shore drilling in Louisiana, me-
chanical engineer, and audio book
producer and publisher. Other pur-

jamin; brothers and
sisters: Doug (Nancy)
Langenfeld and Steve
Langenfeld, Sioux
Falls, S.D.; Lisa
Langenfeld Buche,
Watertown, S.D.;
Kathy Heitzler, Sioux
Falls, S.D.; Peter
Langenfeld, Tucson,

Ariz.; Rebecca Langenfeld,
Petaluma, Calif.; Brian Langenfeld,
Aurora, Colo.; Tim Langenfeld,
Pacifica, Calif.; Laura (Dave)
Iglicki, Castle Rock Colo.; Eliza-
beth (Robert) Langenfeld, San
Bernardino, Calif.; Andrew
(Kristy) Langenfeld, Alexandria,
Minn.; Paula (Gary) Schmidt,
Sioux Falls S.D.; Camilla (Kevin)
Gelroth, Castle Rock, Colo.; one
uncle, Jamie (Heloisa) Nash,
Lancaster, Calif. He is preceded in
death by his parents, Eloise and
Joseph Langenfeld and brother,
Clifford. A memorial will follow
inurnment at Arlington National
Cemetery at a later date.

Obituaries

suits included writing,
sailing, photography,
architectural design,
and science. He mar-
ried Holly Maxon from
Lemmon, S.D. in
1979. They have three
sons, Jeremy of Alex-
andria, Va., Samuel
and Benjamin of Falls Church, Va.

Joe was adventurous and had a
unique view in the way he ap-
proached life. He had an analyti-
cal mind. Those he engaged with
in problem solving or in an
evening of conversation couldn’t
help but notice the depth of his in-
telligence. Joe was kind and cher-
ished his relationships with his
family, friends, co-workers and
neighbors. He had a special love
for children. Joe loved to joke and
his favorite movie genre was com-
edy. His voice, laughter and pres-
ence in our lives will be forever
missed.

He is survived by his wife, Holly,
and sons Jeremy, Samuel and Ben-

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper
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By McKenya Dilworth-Abdalla

Nannie J. Lee Memorial Recreation

Center

T
he Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities
hosted yet another heavily an
ticipated and successful

Cheerleading Competition on April 9 at
T.C. Williams’ spacious gymnasium to
hundreds of doting, eager and supportive
parents, fans and community supporters.

 The Cheerleading Competition has
over 30 years of history here in the
department — started after the popularity
of the activity with the youth was evident
and hard to ignore. The program brought
in hundreds of spectators, coaches,
participants, special guests and City staff,
which makes it the largest youth sporting
event each year in the City. The Sports
Division of the Recreation Department
should really be proud of their planning
and execution of stellar products.

Staff of the event was pleased with the
reaction from the crowd and more
importantly, the satisfaction on the faces
of all participants who have worked
tirelessly to prepare to shine, as they all
did, at the competition.

The competition is indeed a sport and is
supported and nurtured under the
auspices of the Sport Division within the
Department where Mac Slover is the
director. Tamika Coleman, youth sports
supervisor, goes through months of
painstakingly detailed planning with the
Cheerleading Committee, a group that
has representation from all neighborhood
recreation centers.

The official results of the competition
are listed below and on behalf of the
Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities; I would like to say that
each participant was a winner, as long as
they gave it their all.

Hundreds Applaud Cheerleading Competition
Charles Houston Recreation Center William Ramsay Recreation Center

Mt. Vernon Recreation Center Patrick Henry Recreation Center

South County Middle School

Recreation

PEE WEE DIVISION
1st Place – William Ramsay Rex
2nd Place – Patrick Henry Raiders
3rd Place – Charles Houston Bulldogs

YOUTH DIVISION
1st Place – Charles Houston Bulldogs
2nd Place – Patrick Henry Raiders
3rd Place – Bowie Boys and Girls Club
Honorable Mention – Calvary Christian

Academy
Honorable Mention – Forestville Boys

and Girls Club
Honorable Mention – Mt. Vernon Tigers
Honorable Mention – William Ramsay

Rex
Honorable Mention - Cora Kelly Cougars

JUNIOR DIVISION
1st Place – Patrick Henry Raiders
2nd Place – Charles Houston Bulldogs
3rd Place – South County Middle School
Honorable Mention – George

Washington Power Up
Honorable Mention - William Ramsay

Rex.
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By Jeanne Theismann
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M
ore than 350
turned out for
the ninth annual
C a r p e n t e r ’ s

Cook-off, a celebration of local
chefs and cuisine in support of
Carpenter’s Shelter and its pro-
grams to end homelessness.

“I don’t think we made our
$100,000 mark but we got close,”
said Carpenter’s Shelter Executive
Director Lissette Bishins. “We
made $30,000 just from the silent,
live and appeal auctions.”

Held May 1 at the Birchmere, 25
restaurants participated in the
event that awarded People’s
Choice, Kid’s Choice and Best
Dressed honors. Majestic Café was
the People’s Choice winner for its
She Crab soup while Dishes of In-
dia came in second. Bread and
Chocolate took home its second
Kid’s Choice Award and Best
Dressed went to Tempo Restaurant
with Del Ray Pizzeria as runner
up.

“I love this event,” Bishins said.

Culinary competition raises funds
to defeat homelessness.

Carpenter’s Cook Off

Light Horse chef David Testa and owner Nicole Landini are
joined by Carpenter’s Shelter executive director Lissette
Bishins and Joan and John Renner at the Carpenter’s
Cook-off May 1 at the Birchmere. The restaurant served
smoked cheddar risotto bites and chicken wings.

Brabo pastry chef Karen
Hayes prepares bite-size
shortcakes for the
Carpenter’s Cook-off.

Overwood owner Saad Saib, chef Rami Boubker and
manager Sean Godfrey participated in the Carpenter’s
Cook-off at the Birchmere May 1.

“It is so much fun meeting all the
local chefs and restaurants like
Bittersweet, who served their new
savory cupcakes, can unveil some-
thing new for their menus. I can’t
wait until next year’s 10th anni-
versary celebration of the cook-off.
It’s the last weekend in April so
you can mark your calendar now”

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/

Gazette Packet

A Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, Alexandria, Virginia, on 
Saturday, May 14, 2011 at 9:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as may be heard on the following 
item:

Consideration of an ordinance that changes the 
boundary lines of five election precincts in the 
City: Cora Kelly Center (25 W. Reed Avenue); 
Mount Vernon Center (2701 Commonwealth 
Avenue); George Washington School (1005 
Mount Vernon Avenue); Lyles Crouch School 
(530 S. St. Asaph Street); and Lee Center (1108 
Jefferson Street). This ordinance, if adopted by 
City Council, will change the voting place for 
some City residents. A copy of the full text of the 
ordinance, and maps showing the proposed 
changes in precinct boundary lines, are on file 
with the City Clerk/Clerk of Council, Room 2300, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
(703) 746-4500, and can also be inspected in 
the Voter Registration Office, 132 North Royal 
Street, Suite 100, Alexandria, Virginia, or online 
at www.alexandriava.gov/elections. This notice 
is advertised pursuant to Va. Code Sec. 24-
2.306.

The public is advised that amendments or addi-
tions may be made to the proposed ordinance 
without further publication. It is recommended 
that persons interested in this ordinance obtain 
free full-text copies from the City Clerk at City 
Hall.
Jackie M. Henderson, MMC
City Clerk/Clerk of Council

ABC LICENSE
Mongolian Dining Venture III, LLC trading as 

Genghis Grill, 7001 F. Manchester Blvd, 
Alexandria, VA 22310. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Mixed Beverage on Premise and Beer and Wine 

on Premise license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Vernon Keith 

Sullins, President

LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given to members of the NY, 
nonprofit, American Society of Clinical 

Oncology, Inc., that eligible ASCO members 
may vote by proxy ballot on proposed Bylaws 
amendments through ASCO’s official website, 
www.asco.org between March 22 and May 18, 
2011, to be delivered to the ASCO President or 
his designee for casting at the 2011 ASCO An-

nual Business Meeting, to be held June 6, 2011, 
12:00 PM-1:00 PM at the Hyatt McCormick 
Place, Regency Ballroom, in Chicago, IL. 

Members with questions can email 
ASCOBylaws@asco.org or call 571-483-1316.

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of 

the code of the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department located at 2003 

Mill Road, Alexandria, VA 22314 is now in 
possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other 
items. All persons having valid claim to the 

property should file a claim to the property with 
reasonable proof of ownership or the items will 

be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a 
complete listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the 
Police Property Unit at (703) 838-4709.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE OF

REAL ESTATE LOCATED IN

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

In execution of a Supplemental Construction 
Deed of Trust from Calvert Homes, Inc., dated 
August 31, 2005, and recorded in the Clerk’s 
Office of the Circuit Court of the City of Alexan-
dria, Virginia, as Instrument #050030976, pur-
suant to Modification of Credit Line Deed of 
Trust dated August 31, 2005, and recorded in 
the said Clerk’s Office as Instrument 
#050030975, and Construction Deed of Trust 
originally recorded in the Office of the Circuit 
Court Clerk of Fairfax County, Virginia, in Deed 
Book 11326, at Page 1997,the undersigned 
Trustee, will offer for sale at public auction the 
following-described property, to-wit:

ALL that certain lot or parcel of land together 
with improvements thereon, situate, lying and 
being in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, and 
more particularly described as Lot Five Hundred 
Twenty Nine (529), as per plat of resubdivision 
of Lots 23 and 29, Block One (1), of plat of re-
dedication of Lots 1 through 15, Block One (1), 
and all of Block Two (2), Section Two (2), DEL-
TA SUBDIVISION, attached to a deed duly re-
corded in Liber 704 at Page 518, said original 
plat of rededication recorded in Liber 661 at 
Page 372, among the land records of Fairfax 
County, Virginia.

aid property being known as Tax Map No. 
050.04-07-27, having an address of 131 N. Do-
nelson Street, Alexandria, VA

Sale shall be held on May 25, 2011, at 10:00 
o’clock a.m. at the premises.

Terms of Sale: Cash.

A bidder’s deposit of $40,000.00 shall be re-
quired of the successful bidder, and the balance 
due within twenty (20) days after the date of 
sale.

Said sale of the property is in “as is” condition, 
and no warranties with respect to the property 
will be given to the purchaser other than a 
Trustee’s Special Warranty Deed.

H. Glenn Goodpasture
Trustee
Goodpasture, Purvis & Frackelton, P.C.
1602 William Street
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401
(540) 371-5107

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Saturday May 14, 2011, at 9:30 a.m., or 
as soon thereafter as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.
********
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 2-213 (MAP OF ELECTION DISTRICTS 
AND VOTING PLACES) by adjusting the pre-
cinct boundaries for the Cora Kelly, Mount Ver-
non, George Washington, Lee Center and Lyles 
Crouch Precincts, and to make conforming 
amendments to “The Official Map of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, Designating Election Dis-
tricts and Voting Places,” adopted by Section 2-
2-13 (MAP OF ELECTION DISTRICTS AND 
VOTING PLACES), all of Chapter 2 (ELEC-
TIONS), Title 2 (GENERAL GOVERNMENT) of 
the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance adjusts the precinct 
boundaries for the Cora Kelly, Mount Vernon, 
George Washington, Lee Center and Lyles 
Crouch Precincts.
********
AN ORDINANCE to amend Section 3-2-189 
(TIER 1 POTOMAC YARD METRORAIL SPE-
CIAL SERVICES TAX DISTRICT), Division 1 
(REAL ESTATE), of Article M (LEVY AND COL-
LECTION OF PROPERTY TAXES), of Chapter 
2 (TAXATION), of Title 3 (FINANCE TAXATION 
AND PROCUREMENT), of the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, by 
adding thereto a new Section 3-2-189 (g).

The ordinance exempts certain multi-family rent-
al property owned in whole or in part by a 501-c-
3 non-profit housing corporation that leases at 
least 65% of its units to households with in-
comes at or below 60% of median income of the 

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT
MILWAUKEE COUNTY PUBLICATION 

SUMMONS
Case No. 11-CV-003511

The Honorable Mel Flanagan
Case Code 30404 (Foreclosure of Mortgage)

The amount claimed exceeds $5000.00
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 3476 Stateview Boule-
vard, Fort Mill, SC 29715, Plaintiff vs. Baaba B. 
Andoh and John Doe Andoh, 2687 Arlington 
Dr., Apt. 203, Alexandria, VA 22306-3660, De-
fendants
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a defendant: 
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff named 
above has filed a lawsuit or other legal action 
against you. Within 40 days after May 5, 2011 
you must respond with a written demand for a 
copy of the complaint. The demand must be 
sent or delivered to the court, whose address is 
901 N. Ninth Street, Milwaukee, WI 53233-1425 
and to Gray & Associates, L.L.P., plaintiff's at-
torney, whose address is 16345 West Glendale 
Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151-2841. You may 
have an attorney help or represent you.
If you do not demand a copy of the complaint 
within 40 days, the court may grant judgment 
against you for the award of money or other le-
gal action requested in the complaint, and you 
may lose your right to object to anything that is 
or may be incorrect in the complaint. A judg-
ment may be enforced as provided by law. A 
judgment awarding money may become a lien 
against any real estate you own now or in the 
future, and may also be enforced by garnish-
ment or seizure of property. Dated this 25th day 
of April, 2011. David M Samson, State Bar No. 
1082271, 
Gray & Associates, L.L.P., Attorneys for Plain-
tiff, 16345 West Glendale Drive, New Berlin, WI 
53151-2841, (414) 224-8404, (414) 224-8182. 
Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting to col-
lect a debt on our client's behalf and any infor-
mation obtained will be used for that purpose. If 
you have previously received a discharge in a 
chapter 7 bankruptcy case, this communication 
should not be construed as an attempt to hold 
you personally liable for the debt.

Legal Notices

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Statistical Area 
from the Tier 1 Potomac Yard Metrorail Station 
Special Services District.
********
AN ORDINANCE to amend Article F (PERMIT 
PARKING DISTRICTS) of Chapter 8
(PARKING 
AND TRAFFIC REGULATIONS), of Title 5 
(TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES), of the Code of the City of Alexan-
dria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, by adding 
thereto a new Section 5-8-83.

The ordinance creates a daytime permit
parking 
district in the BRAC-133 impacted residential 
area.
********
Public Hearing on the Report on the Design 
Proposal for the Alexandria Police Memorial.
*********
Public Hearing on the City’s Proposed Energy 
and Climate Change Action Plan for 2012-
2020.
*********
THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMEND-
MENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO 
PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FUR-
THER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE 
FULL+TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY
CLERK 
AT CITY HALL.
JACKIE M. HENDERSON, MMC, CITY
CLERK

See Bulletin,  Page 42

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6

to 9 p.m. Clean up the community,
the country, the planet — meet with
the Sierra Club at its new NOVA Hub
in Del Ray, 2312 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Suite 206, Alexandria. RSVP to
Phillip Ellis, Sierra Club Field
Organizer at 571-970-0257 or
phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

ONGOING
Job opportunities for the summer

2011 are available at the City of
Alexandria Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities. Positions offer flexible
schedules, competitive wages, and
range from camp leaders to

lifeguards, and cashiers to pool
managers.

To see what the Department offers, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.
Positions are open until filled. Call
Wendy Irving, Human Resources
Technician, at 703-746-5513.

THURSDAY/MAY 12
Start, Manage, Grow Your

Business. 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Learn
basic human resource management
practices and issues. At the Lyceum,
201 S. Washington Street,
Alexandria.

Art Uniting People. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Guest speaker is former U.S. Rep.
Patrick J. Kennedy. A Celebration of
Creativity and Mental Health. It
provides people whose lives have
been affected by mental illness the
opportunity to use art as a form of
expression in order to engage the

Bulletin Board
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Comm yard sale, 5/14, 9-1, 
Lincolnia Hills -Heywood Glen 
rain date 5/21 Beauregard St 
& N Morgan Streets. 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE - 
SATURDAY, MAY 14TH

Multiple family yard sale in 
Mt. Vernon Terrace from 
8am -12noon. Homes on 
Patton Blvd. on both sides of 
Mt. Vernon Mem. Hwy and 
on Old Mill Road. House-
wares and baby/kids items 
included

Moving sale 5/14, 8-5, paint-
ings, Kincaid, G Harvey, R 
Chase, furn, Flanders sunrm 
furn, depression glass, lots 
more!  10923 Adare Dr Fairfx

Moving Sale, toys, elect, 
home goods, and more. 5/14, 

8am.. no early birds. 
2204 Wilkinson Place, Alex. 

Riverside Gardens 
Community Yard Sale
Sat., May 14, 8am – 12pm 
(Raindate: Sun. May 15, 

12pm – 4pm)
35+ Families participating; 
entrance at Fort Hunt Rd. 

and Old Stage Rd.

Yard Sale Sat May 14, 8am-
1pm at 2415 Lakeshire Dr 

near Stratford Landing 
Elementary School To benefit 

clean water project

Yard Sale to benefit clean 
water project, Sat. May 14, 

8 AM-1 PM @ 2415 Lakeshire 
Dr near Stratford Landing 

Elementary School

Yard sale, 8417 Masters Ct, 
Alex. Toys, antiques, sporting 
equip clths, misc. 5/14, 8am-
2pm

116 Childcare Avail.

Summer & before / after 
school childcare in your 
home. Call 703-550-5073 

Waynewood area only

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Deputy Clerk  
Alexandria General District Court

For job details please visit 
www.courts.state.va.us and click 

"employment opportunities" on the 
right-hand side. Closing date is May 13, 
2011. All applicants will be required to 

apply online.

Medical Transportation Co. 
looking for 

National Registered EMTs 
for Northern VA area. apply at 

aaatransport.net

NAIL TECH WANTED
Excellent job opportunity.  

Old Town Alexandria.  
Call Bonnie: 703-836-4242

OFFICE MGR/BOOKKEEPER
P/T flex. For small but busy landscaping 

company in Alexandria.  Some exp pref’d. 
703-725-5061

P/T Administrative Assistant
National floral trade association in Old 

Town Alexandria seeks assistant for market-
ing department, M-F, 9am - 3pm. Successful 
candidate will provide general administra-
tive and clerical support for the department 
as well as respond to information requests 

and handle special mailings. Excellent com-
puter and organizational skills, and ability to 

juggle multiple tasks a must. Wordpress 
and/or Joomla exp. a plus. Send resume and   

pay requirements by May 20 to
AdminAsst@safnow.org.

P/T BOOKKEEPER
Decorium Gift & Home is looking for a 
part-time (approx 25 hours) Bookkeep-
er.  Applicants must have Quick Book 
experience.  Please email your resume to 
jeff@decoriumhome.com

P/T MERCHANDISER NEEDED
Job’s # 7831

Get supplemental income  by servicing 
the “impulse items” in Alexandria, VA 
(P/T 9-12hrs-7/14d),  $10.50 hr.  Call 

800-216-7909 x787 or 
www.ataretail.com

Paul Spring Retirement 
Community

7116 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, Virginia 22307

www.rui.net

Has openings for the following:

Cook- Experienced in preparing large 

quantities of high quality food. Call Shan-
trell at 703-768-0234.

Recreation Assistant- Assist with Resi-

dent programs and events. Includes dance, 
exercise and brain games. Call Darnall at 
703-768-0234.

AgroLawn, the #1 lawn care company servicing the
Northern Virginia area, is looking for aggressive, energetic

self-starters to join our sales and marketing team.

Our Sales Representatives Enjoy:
•Ongoing, Intensive Sales and Technical Training 
•A Base Salary of $14.00/hr paid weekly
•Lucrative and, Limitless Commission Plan paid weekly
•1st Year Earning Potential of $45K+
•Benefits Package: Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k) Plan
•Paid Holidays and Vacation
•Career Advancement – Management Training

The Ideal Candidate Will Be Able To Show Us:
•Strong Customer Service & Relationship Building Skills
•A Quick-Thinking, Problem-Resolving Attitude
•The Ability To Thrive In A Competitive, Goal-Driven Environment

As a Sales Representative, you will be responsible for developing new
accounts and maintaining our already well-established client base through
a combination of in- bound-lead follow-up, indoor phone sales, field sales,
and direct marketing efforts.

This is a unique opportunity for an energetic, self-motivated, and goal
oriented individual. We pride ourselves on providing the right combination of
training, motivation, and compensation to let you succeed both professionally
and personally.

Qualified candidates will be able
to successfully pass a drug screen,
MVR check, and criminal
background check.

Apply Online or call to inquire with Donald Irby – General Manager
or Dan Arcadipane – Branch Sales Manager at 703-938-8844
or by e-mail at DonaldIrby@trugreenmail.com

Preschool Teachers 
Morning preschool in Springfield seek-
ing experienced Preschool Teacher for 2 
and 3 year olds for September classes.  
9am-1pm,  days to be determined.  Call

703-451-1845.  

RGIS inventory specialists,
the world’s largest inventory service,

has immediate openings in the
Northern Virginia area.

We offer:
• $9/hr starting wage • Paid Training

• No experience necessary
• Flexible schedules

• Work in a team environment
• Advancement Opportunities

Must be at least 18 years old and have
access to reliable transportation.

Visit us online at www.rgisinv.com
RGIS Inventory Specialists is an

equal opportunity employer.

RGIS®

Needs You!

Receptionist / Office Assistant

Fast growing international group in 
Alexandria is seeking an individual with 
excellent interpersonal skills, both ver-
bal and written. The applicant should 
be friendly, courteous, and helpful to 
company management and visitors.
This position requires someone who is 
computer literate and able to multi-task 
in a fast paced environment. Previous 
experience as a receptionist a plus. We 
will offer a competitive compensation 
package, based on experience with ex-
cellent benefits including health and 
dental insurance, paid holidays, and a 
Simple IRA plan. Please email your re-
sume with salary history and require-
ments to jgale@amsgroup.net.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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From Page 40

From Page 33

People

Scrapbooking

is the one she made for her daughter,
Carolina.

She explains that although they were tak-
ing photos of their daughter in the early
years of her life, they were too consumed
with taking care of their expanding family
— now six in number — to put together a
photo album or frame them. So after
Carolina’s 5th birthday, she created a scrap-
book titled “The Many Faces of Carolina.”
It was also her first digital album.

Once she finished the scrapbook, she went
through it with her daughter telling her the
story behind each photo.

“From that moment on, every person that
came in to visit, she would grab by the hand
and ask, ‘Have you seen my book? It is all
about me,’” she added.

The Northern Virginia native has been a
teacher for over 15 years, first teaching pre-
school in the Northern Virginia area before
going overseas to teach ESL students and
then coming back to the area in 1999. She
currently resides in Alexandria.

Alexandria community in a conversation about
mental health issues. At the Lee Center, 1108
Jefferson Street, Alexandria.

FRIDAY/MAY 13
Open House. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. National

Counseling Group offers a collaborative program
specializing in mental health, substance abuse,
and life skills services for youth, adults, and
families. At 4201 Martin Ave., Annandale. RSVP
to Jacquelyn Pinkham at 703-813-5982 or
Jacquelyn.pinkham@nationalcounselinggroup.com.

SATURDAY/MAY 14
SBAMAR Education Day. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Day’s activities will feature a keynote speaker
providing tips on how to help children transition
to independent teens and adults. At Lee
Recreation Center, 1108 Jefferson St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.sbamar.org.

TUESDAY/MAY 17
Lupus Support Group. 7 p.m. Meets the third

Tuesday of the month at Beatley Library, Small
Conference Meeting Room, 5005 Duke St.,
Alexandria. Call 202-349-1176 or 1-888-349-
1167 or e-mail info@lupusdmv.org.

Business Development Roundtable. Noon to
1 p.m. May topic: “Saving Green by Going
Green.” At the Durant Community Arts Center,
1605 Cameron St., Alexandria. Contact Gloria
Flanagan at 703-778-2961,
gflanagan@alexandriasbdc.org.

MAY 17-18
Social Networking Counseling. Businesses

who are ready to improve their social
networking and use of social media (Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn) are encouraged to schedule
45 minute one-on-one counseling sessions with
media expert Ray Sidney-Smith of W3
Consulting. Contact Gloria Flanagan at
gflanagan@alexandriasbdc.org to receive the
required questionnaire/signup form.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 18
Restoring Shad to the Potomac River. 7:30

p.m.  A presentation by the Friends of Dyke
Marsh with speaker Jim Cummins of the
Interstate Commission on the Potomac River
Basin. At Huntley Meadows Park Visitors’
Center, 3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. Call
703-768-2525 or visit www.fodm.org.

Bulletin Board

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

LANDSCAPING
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