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By Julia O’Donoghue

The Almanac

M
ichelle Benaim wanted
her children to be part of
the popular Chinese im-
mersion at Potomac El-

ementary School. Unfortunately, her first
child wasn’t offered a spot in the program.

Benaim’s family lives within the Potomac
Elementary boundary but there are a lim-
ited number of slots for Chinese immersion
available each year. Not all local families
get to enroll automatically because the pro-
gram is so popular.

A lottery system determines which 27
children are admitted to Chinese immersion
in each class. The school gives preference
to students that already have older siblings
participating in the language program, ac-
cording to Montgomery County Public
Schools website.

Interest in Chinese Drops Off at High School
Parent says few “non-
heritage” students
continue language in
high school.

Student artwork at Potomac Elementary School incorporates what the
children learn in Chinese class.

See Chinese,  Page 11

Schools
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“I would have liked my kids to be enrolled
in the program but I couldn’t get in,” said
Benaim, who is president of Potomac’s Par-
ent Teacher Association (PTA).

WHILE INTEREST in Chinese immersion
might be high at Potomac Elementary, few
of the immersion program’s graduates stick
with Chinese through Churchill High

School, according to Diana Conway.
Conway’s said her son is one of only three

“non-heritage” speakers — those who don’t
have a parent or other relative that speaks
Chinese  at home — still taking the language
among upper level classmen at Churchill.

So few students continue Chinese at
Churchill that Conway’s son, as a junior, has
also been pushed prematurely into Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) Chinese, the high-
est level class available, she said.

It is unclear whether Churchill will offer
the next level of Chinese language instruc-
tion to Conway’s son next year, given that
so few students will be qualified to take it.

“It is about alignment and articulation.
The elementary and middle school
[Chinese]programs don’t line up with the
high school program,” said Conway.

STUDENTS ENROLLED in Potomac El-
ementary School’s Chinese immersion pro-
gram receive their math and science instruc-
tion in Chinese and their reading, writing
and social students classes in English. Im-
mersion students also receive one hour of
direct Chinese language instruction each
week.

After the first grade, students without
previous Chinese language experience are
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News

See ‘Taste of Potomac’,  Page 12

See Fundraiser,  Page 4

Pool Season

Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com
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Colleen Healy

The Almanac

M
y Gym Potomac and Cabin
John Mall will host a
fundraiser on Sunday, June
5 from 2-6 p.m. to benefit

Autism Speaks and to support mom-based
businesses.

Inside the mall a “Mommy Market” side-
walk sale will feature vendors such as
Arbonne, Stella & Dot, Pampered Chef,
Yuppie Baby, maxi*rose designs, Rookie 19
Kids Boutique, and Suburban Swag. My
Gym Potomac is offering to supervise the
children with games and activities while
their parents shop.

A portion of the proceeds from the sales
and raffles will be donated to Autism

‘Mommy Market’ To Raise Funds for Autism Speaks
Events highlights
need for research.

Children at play at My Gym.

By Susan Belford

The Connection

“

B
efore I was adopted, I was sad and

angry. I was very worried I would
never get adopted.”

These words were spoken to a crowd of
over 300 by a 9 year old who was adopted
last year. He spoke to the guests at the 4th
annual “Taste of Potomac,” held Saturday,
May 21 on the grounds of the Potomac es-
tate of Judy and Stuart Sebring.

“Now I have a family. We go camping and

tell jokes. I feel safe because my dad
watches out for me. Now I am not angry
anymore and we love each other. My ad-
vice to moms and dads who are thinking
about adopting children is to do it. It will
make you and the kids happier.”

His mom spoke next, “Our story begins
with a clock. We wanted a child and finally
made the decision to adopt, since the clock
was ticking. We looked for the right agency,
but it was like Goldilocks — some were too
big, some were too little — until we found
Adoptions Together — which was just right.

First we had to learn what it meant to be a
parent. Their parenting training was invalu-
able, as was their counseling and support
throughout the adoption process and even
after when we became a ‘Forever Family.’
My advice to parents considering adopting
— don’t hesitate. There is a child just wait-
ing to be a part of your lives.”

The Taste of Potomac included restaurant
tastings, live music by the band, “The Fi-
asco,” a Chinese auction, live auction and
wine tasting. All food, wine, drinks, music,
and auction items were donated by people

and organizations that know and appreci-
ate Adoptions Together.

“Every child deserves a Forever Family,”
said Janice Goldwater, founder of Adoptions
Together. “Our most important relationship
in life is our family and every child has a
right and a need to be part of a family.”

Guests dined on Cava’s grilled lamb
chops, Italian meat balls from Mama Lucia,
Greek salad from Tally Ho, Mussels a la
Hunter from the Hunter’s Inn and other

‘Taste of Potomac’ Yields $60,000 for Adoptions Together
Organization works to increase the number of “forever families.”

The River Falls Pool on Horseshoe Lane opened over Memorial Day weekend.
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Fundraiser at My Gym Potomac To Benefit Autism Speaks
From Page 3

More
 For the complete list of vendors

go to www.mygym.com/potomac.
My Gym Potomac and Cabin John
Mall are located at 11325 Seven
Locks Road. 301-983-530.

 For more information about
Autism Speaks go to http://
www.autismspeaks.org. The Au-
tism Speaks walk will be held on
The National Mall on Oct. 22.

Speaks, an organization dedicated to
facilitating global research into the
causes, treatments and an eventual
cure for autism.

According to the Autism Speaks or-
ganization, autism is a general term
used to describe a group of complex
developmental brain disorders known
as Pervasive Developmental Disorders
or PDD.

Mandy Lemar, owner of My Gym, de-
cided to sponsor the event because “we
think it is a great way to bring aware-
ness to a wonderful cause like Autism
Speaks. We are happy to support mom-
based businesses and look forward to

making families aware of the programs that
My Gym has to offer.”

Dara Baylinson and her family have done
prior fundraising and walks
for Autism Speaks. She feels
it is “a great organization on
the cutting edge of research.
When my son was younger
he took a special needs class
at My Gym. I would love to
come out and support the
shopping event.”

Katie Smeltz has a son
who also took classes at My
Gym and felt “the teachers
were phenomenal with him and really en-
gaged him and helped him be included in
the class. The classes were small and per-

sonal — the teachers were loving, fun and
engaging. Autism Speaks has great tips for
parents of autistic children and they lobby

Congress for funds. I ap-
preciate the organization
and feel they are directly
helping us. Knowing they
are fighting for us is so re-
assuring that I will be able
to continue to help our son
and find the best treat-
ments.”

Her husband, Dan
Goldman agreed, “Autism
Speaks is a great organiza-

tion. They bring a lot of focus to the issue.
The more people that can become aware of
the issues of autism and understand it is a

By Cissy Finley Grant

The Almanac

O
ne could accurately say the
annual Potomac Methodist
Church’s Strawberry Festival
had a bazaar beginning. In

fact, according to Becky Queen, it did. “We
had a bazaar for 25 years. I came here in
1958 and ran it for a couple of those years,”
she remembered. Queen said there was a
gap for a few years from when the bazaar
folded, and was later replaced with the
Strawberry Festival, now in its 21st year.

For the hundreds of people who attend
the May event every year Becky Queen is
probably the first to greet them. She is sta-
tioned at the front door where chocolate-
dipped strawberries exude an enticing
aroma. Her 2011“committee,” the Billings
teens, Karly, Kerry and Kory, had no prob-
lem dipping the berries into the enticing
dark chocolate.

“We ordered five flats of berries to be
dipped (that translates to 275 berries) and
they were gone in three hours,” Queen said.
Priced at a $1.50 for each chocolate-dipped
berry, made a pretty nice profit to add to
the entire festival’s fundraiser.

The Potomac United Methodist Church
Women, organizers of the Strawberry Fes-
tival, purchase enough fresh strawberries
each year to serve 750 desserts.

“We had so many take-home requests for
shortcake desserts, we ran out of plastic
containers,” Joanne Durst said. However,
it appears the majority who come to the
springtime feast relish the opportunity to
sit down at one of the large round tables in
the church hall and dig into a mound of
berries. “We come every year,” church mem-
ber Gladys Cineas said. She brought friends
from Silver Spring, Norma and Luis DuPont.
They were polishing off a box of fresh straw-
berries— also available for sale. Luscious
and sweet, and certainly more attracted to
dieters, they still didn’t have the appeal of
the marvelous short cake desserts, piled
high with the choice of ice cream or
whipped cream.

“Every year we have wanted to come and
have always missed it. This year we were
determined. We were hungry for strawber-
ries,” Sabrina and Julie Kirsch, of Rockville,
said. “We are not disappointed,” they added
between spoonfuls.

“We happened upon this [the festival] 10
years ago and have come every year since,”

Debbie Ryan said. “The kids love it,” she
added. One “kid” who particularly loved it
was Mason Goldstein of Potomac. “I won a
cake raffle and the best prize in the bean
bag toss,” he said, while plucking jellybeans
from the top of his newly acquired cake.

No wonder the children love it. There is
something for everyone to indulge in and it
isn’t all food. In addition to 26 vendors sell-
ing a variety of wares, including jewelry,
bath oils and exotic teas, there were: “Attic
Treasures,” a games room for kids, another
room for books and music, a cupcake cor-
ner and a never-ending selection of home-
baked goods among the many attractions.
There was also a selection of tasty sand-
wiches dispensed by the men of the con-
gregation who proved quite handy in the
kitchen. In the three-room, silent auction
display, one felt right at home to see Vil-
lage business contributors including
Hunter’s Inn, Country Squire Cleaners, Dan
LaMoy at Partner’s Hair Salon, Normandy
Farm and Potomac Pizza, amid the numer-
ous chain stores and other area businesses
all contributing to the cause.

Local craftsmen’s works were another
crowd pleaser. “I first came in 1985 to see
the crafts. I still come to see them,” Carole

Getting Around

Co-chairman of the Potomac Methodist
Church annual Strawberry Festival Renee
Antosh (right), Joanne Ogilvie (left) and Jill
Lovin work in the strawberry and baked
goods area. There were two floors of attrac-
tions and goods for attendees to peruse.

Delores Guild, Potomac, (left) admires a necklace
shown by Deborah DeGorter of deGorter Interna-
tional, one of the 26 vendors at the Strawberry
Festival.

Potomac Methodist Church member Gladys
Cineas (right) brought her friends from Silver
Spring, Norma and Luis DuPont, (left) with her
to enjoy the Strawberry Festival.

He is a winner. Mason Goldstein of
Potomac, enjoys the jellybeans
atop the cake he won at the Straw-
berry Festival cake raffle. He also
won the bean bag toss.

Oh, Those Luscious Strawberries

Joseph said. The handmade articles were
also a popular drawing card during the ba-
zaar days she recalled.

Co-chairman of the fundraiser, Renee
Antosh, said, “We give to about 20 missions
in the United States.” All the monies raised
from this six-hour (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) are
dispersed to worthwhile causes. It’s a win-
win event for all involved.
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good thing. The organization is a great
resource for parents to talk among
themselves.”

Nora Stephens, co-chair of the na-
tional walk for Autism Speaks, feels
“this is an amazing event, and so gen-
erous for the organizers of Mommy
Market to donate their proceeds to
Autism Speaks. The incidence rate of
autism spectrum disorders is now at 1
in 110 children in the United States,
so money for research is needed now
more than ever. So this event is a great
way to enjoy an afternoon of shopping
while the kids get some playtime in at
My Gym, all while giving to a very
worthy cause. It’s a win-win-win situ-
ation.”
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•Beautiful efficient Heat

10%*

No Power? No Problem. Gas Logs on Sale for Immediate Installation

6/11/11 PA

Call for Free In-Home Professional Estimate!LET’S TALK
Real Estate

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Long & Foster Realtors

301-806-6829
Mike@michaelmatese.com.

by
Michael Matese

How Wired
Are You?

Back in the day, regardless of
how large or small your house
was, it needed only two wiring
systems, one for your phone
and one for your electricity.
Now, with the advent of per-
sonal home computers, sur-
round sound televisions and
stereos, not to mention home
security,  that just won’t do.

Today’s complex life style of
electronic gadgets and gizmos
requires that homes be wired
up to encompass the entire
house from foyer to outside liv-
ing room.  If you want your
house to be a permanent mem-
ber of the 21st century, you
need to be able to offer wiring
schemes that enable the whole
house.

Advanced wiring schemes
allow homeowners to customize
their use of technology while
meeting their individual needs.
Everything from Category 5
wiring and coaxial cable to
fiber-optic cable is available,
although fiber optic is a bit dif-
ficult to install and expensive.
If you’re building, many differ-
ent built-in home automation
systems become available, mov-
ing from the simple to the com-
plex.  With today’s innovations,
you can wire your entire house
to run everything from one
simple location.

News

By Sharon Allen Gilder

The Almanac

T
he Potomac estate of Joe
and Missy Walsh played
host to the annual spring

luncheon meeting of Friends of
Montgomery County Animals
(FMCA) on Wednesday, May 18.
Set on 42 acres with a conserva-
tion easement and equestrian
right-of-way, the residence, once
featured in and on the cover of
Architectural Digest magazine,
was an idyllic setting for the gath-
ering of animal lovers.

Established in 1974, the all-vol-
unteer, nonprofit organization pe-
riodically offers its paws of sup-
port to other areas. A major crisis
for humane groups in 2009 and
2010 has been the prevalence of
hoarders. A recent hoarding case
in Frederick County got FMCA’s
attention. Seventy-five small dogs,
chihuahua-terrier mixes, were
kept indoors in deplorable condi-
tions by an elderly couple. None
were spayed or neutered and
many had severe skin and intesti-
nal problems.

 “The Animal Rescue League of
Frederick County is coordinating
the rehabilitation of the surviving
dogs and will let us know which
humane groups and veterinarians
will split the $1,000 we have
pledged to this cruelty case,”
FMCA president Claire Proffitt
said, adding, “The shelter in
Frederick is run by animal control.
They don’t try to place them. Ba-
sically, the animals go to heaven
unless humane groups become in-
volved and can find foster homes
for them.”

Recently, FMCA donated $2,000
to Days End Farm Horse Rescue in
Woodbine, Md. with another
$2,000 earmarked for Days End to
assist with the rehabilitation and
placement of 146 Arabian horses
seized from owners who had fallen
on hard times and were unable to
properly treat the equines.

“FMCA, like many small humane
groups, has fewer foster homes
which translates into fewer ani-
mals taken in and placed,” Proffitt
said.

Nose on
The Trail
Humane group
searches for
more foster
homes.

See Humane Group,  Page 12

SPORTS FREELANCER
OPPORTUNITY
The Potomac Almanac is
looking for one or two writ-
ers to cover one or two high
schools’ sports events a
week. Write interesting
sports and recreation feature
stories as well. On-the-beat
training, nominal pay per
story. Please send resume,
statement of interest,
internship@connection
newspapers.com.
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By Nancy G. Brinker

F
or nearly three decades, millions have
walked or run to honor a loved one
and to both raise awareness and funds
to fight breast cancer — both for those

battling the disease today and those who may
be impacted in the future. This bold statement
of unity has given hope to millions and has
helped fuel critical investments in breast health
programs and cutting-edge research that is sav-
ing lives every day.

We can be proud of how far we’ve come. And
we can be proud of the work that we do in
communities everywhere. What started
out as 800 women walking around a
shopping mall in Dallas, Texas has
grown to include more than 1.5 mil-
lion people walking or running in more
than 140 Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure
events worldwide. People are walking in Rich-
mond and Rome; Cleveland and Cairo. It has
truly become a global movement.

All this walking has paid off too. In the U.S.,
we have entered into a new era of awareness,
early detection and personalized medicines.
This new era is saving lives and providing hope
of one day putting an end to the suffering for
good.

Yet for all of our successes, this hope is not
universally shared. In capitals across the globe,
women and their families do not yet fully un-
derstand this disease or appreciate the ben-

efits of early detection. In many communities,
health care systems are unable to adequately
screen or treat the disease.

Here too, in the communities surrounding
our nation’s capital, many women do not fully
understand the disease and are often confused
about the importance of early detection. Many
women still struggle to get off work or find
the time to navigate a fragmented health care
system that sends them far from home or work
for screenings and doctor’s appointments —
especially if they are under or uninsured.

Together, we can make an impact, both right
here and abroad. On June 4 on the National
Mall, we will host the 22nd running of the
Susan G. Komen Global Race for the Cure. Up
to 75 percent of all the funds raised by the
Komen Global Race will stay right here to help
local women in our community. The rest will
go to support our efforts to share the lessons
we have learned educating low-resource
women in the U.S. with women in low-resource
countries of Asia and Africa and Latin America.

And let me be honest, we have a lot
of work to do.

Over the past two decades, we have
invested more than $28 million in edu-
cation and outreach programs in the

National Capital Area. These investments are
increasing awareness and improving the care
women in our region receive. We’ve had some
great successes. In Montgomery County, Md.,
for example, we have helped to reduce mam-
mography wait times from 100 days to five
days, and we have cut the wait between diag-
nosis and treatment nearly in half. In many
instances, this improved efficiency not only
increased patients’ chances at survival, it also
likely reduced the cost of treatment by start-
ing at an earlier, less costly stage.

Yet we are far from satisfied. Despite our
success in raising awareness, women diag-

nosed with breast cancer in Washington, D.C.,
are still more likely to die from the disease than
women in the rest of the country.

Awareness is not enough. Women need to
truly understand breast cancer, including how
it’s detected and treated. We find that myths
and misconceptions are still widespread. Many
women are afraid of screening, thinking it is
painful and that a cancer diagnosis equals a
death sentence.

The region’s overly fragmented health care
system also produces substantial barrier to
accessing care for major segments of the popu-
lation. Many women cannot access affordable
screening because there is too little funding
for programs that provide free and low-cost
mammograms. These women face economic
and transportation barriers that keep them
from seeking help. We need to make it easier
for women to take good care of themselves.

Thanks in large part to the funds raised last
year, we’re investing $4.5 million this year in
local programs to increase breast health edu-
cation and to break down barriers to access-
ing care. Through these grants, we’re reach-
ing more women, elevating their understand-
ing and teaching nurses and doctors how to
more effectively serve this incredibly diverse
population. And we’re leading an effort to get
the system to work together, in a more effi-
cient and effective manner, so that women
don’t fall through the cracks and treatments
aren’t needlessly delayed.

While we’ve come a long way, we are not
yet at the finish line. We must keep running.
Will you join us?

Ambassador Nancy G. Brinker is the founder and
C.E.O. of Susan G. Komen for the Cure. The 22nd
Annual Susan G. Komen Global Race for the Cure will
be held June 4 on the National Mall.º For more
information or to register, visit
www.globalraceforthecure.org

Together, We Can Make an Impact
Susan G. Komen Global
Race for the Cure takes
place on June 4
on the National Mall.

Guest

Editorial

Vehicle Day Rolls into B’nai Tzedek
The Greenzaid Early Childhood Center of Congregation

B’nai Tzedek  in Potomac, held its annual Vehicle Day on
Wednesday, May 18.  Children from the center’s preschool
had hands-on fun exploring and test driving a variety of
vehicles: a Rescue Squad from the Montgomery County
Fire Department, a Montgomery County police car, a large

dump truck, an SUV, a cherry picker, an ice-cream truck,
and many others.  Representatives for each vehicle includ-
ing a Montgomery County policewoman and a paramedic
from the Fire Department explained how each vehicle
worked and its use in the community. The children and
parents were treated to free ice-cream.

Johnny Dobbins (left), 3
years old from Bethesda,
and Ryan Nudelman, 2
years old from Potomac, in
the cherry picker.

In the cherry picker, Naomi
Wolman, 3 years old, from
Potomac.

From left: Eliana Lapidus, 4 years old from Potomac,
Shira Perler, 4 years old from Potomac, and Jocelyn
Levy, 4 years old, from Potomac, explore an SUV.
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By Colleen Healy

The Almanac

T
his month at The Art
Gallery of Potomac an
artist and sculptor will
be featured.

David Therriault began his ca-
reer as a landscape designer and
shopkeeper at his garden center,
Alden Farms. A customer saw a
birdbath he made for the store and
wanted to purchase it, so he cre-
ated more and his sculpting grew
from there.

He feels the stones “speak” to
him and he remakes them into
garden sculptures, birdbaths,
fountains and home accents. He is
careful not to use stones that are
taken out of nature. To save the
integrity of the stone he doesn’t
polish his final piece. Therriault
describes the theme of his work as
“resistance to change and being
changed. We need sculpture in a
garden to bring the human aspect
to it. Otherwise there is no reason
to enter the garden; you need a
distraction that beckons you and
lets you be a part of it. The idea of
feng shui shows the strong or

David Therriault creates sculpture from stone; he is
careful to leave rocks in their natural habitat. He does
not use stones taken out of nature. His stone carvings
become birdbaths, garden sculpture and home accents.
In the background is the painting “Four Elements” by
artist Felisa Federman.

Artist Claire Howard with her painting “Sweet Big Sister.”
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Artists Share Their Vision
People
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Therriault, Howard featured at The Art Gallery.
heavy presence of the sculpture
versus the calming presence.”

Artist Claire Howard has loved
to paint since she was a child and
she began her career as an inte-
rior designer. Some of her first
paintings were commissioned by
her clients for their homes.

Her favorite scenes to paint are
seascapes and the Maryland coun-
tryside using oil paints and a pal-
let knife to get rich texture. She
describes her paintings as “happy
and filled with joy that I feel when
I paint. I paint the beauty I see
around me and what stopped me
in my tracks. I want to hold onto
that beauty. I love color in nature.
Nature is the real artist. I am just
the person to share it.”

Her paintings are inspired by
nature, animals at her farm, her
grandchildren. She hopes people
who view her paintings “take away
the love of what I saw. I am happy
if they enjoy what I chose to paint.
I think titles are just as important
to me as the paintings. Titles show
an emotional connection to the
painting. It shows the feeling I
have and what I am trying to say
about the piece. Art captures the

beauty in the world and the gifts
God gave us. Painting is magical
to me.”

These artists will be the featured
at The Art Gallery of Potomac from
June 10-July 10. Gallery hours are
Thursday-Sunday, 12-4 p.m. The
gallery is located at 10107 River
Road in Potomac. Phone 240-447-
9417. There will be an opening
wine reception on Friday, June 10
from 6-8 pm. Sugarloaf Mountain
Vineyard will be offering a free
wine tasting at the vineyard for the
first 50 guests at the reception.

For more information go to
www.potomacartists.org.

The Montgomery County Hu-
mane Society has initiated a
new pre-adoption program to
spay or neuter all shelter cats,
kittens, dogs and puppies
adopted from MCHS before
they go to their new homes.
Spay-neuter charges are now a
flat fee of $70 to alter a cat or
kitten, and $120 for a dog or
puppy. Other adoption fees may
still apply.

Several veterinary clinics are
partnering with MCHS to pro-
vide this service for animals not

already altered upon arrival at
the shelter. An adopter will
complete paperwork at the shel-
ter, MCHS will arrange for
transport and surgery, and the
adopter will pick up the animal
directly from the veterinary
clinic.

MCHS will continue to offer
its reduced-cost and low-in-
come assistance programs for
spaying and neutering. Details
of all programs are available
online at http://www.mc
humane.org/spayneuter.shtml.

New Spay-Neuter Program
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THURSDAY/JUNE 2
Slow Blues and Swing

Dance. 9 to 11:30 p.m.
Admission is $8. With DJ
Mike Marcotte and Guests.
Slow blues lesson from 8:15
to 9 p.m.; dancing from 9 to
11:30 p.m. At the Back Room
at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Call Donna Barker at 301-
634-2231 or go to
info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 3
Swing, Blues & Soul Dance.

9 p.m. to midnight.
Admission is $10. With DJ
Ken Roesel. Dance lesson
from 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing
from 9 p.m. to midnight. At
the Back Room at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo. Contact Ken
Roesel at 703.282.4187 or at
DanceBuddies@Starpower.net.

SATURDAY/JUNE 4
National Trails Day. 8:30

a.m. to 2 p.m. Volunteers are
needed to help restore areas
of the C&O Canal towpath
surrounding the River Center
at Lock 8. They’ll be running
activities to include picking
up trash, pruning vegetation
along trails, and repairing
the towpath and trails.  At
the River Center at Lock 8,
7906 Riverside Drive, Cabin
John. Visit
www.potomac.org/site/river-
center-events/index.php.

SUNDAY/JUNE 5
Autism Speaks Fundraiser.

2 to 6 p.m. Shop mom-based
businesses like Arbonne,
Stella & Dot, Pampered Chef,
Yuppie Baby, maxi*rose
designs, Rookie 19 Kids Boutique, Suburban
Swag. At My Gym Potomac and in Cabin john
Mall. Call Mandy Lemar at 301-204-1393. Or
visit www.mygym.com/potomac.

Open Door Reading. 2 p.m. Linda Pastan reads
from Traveling Light, her new collection of
poems. She is joined by poet Michael Salcman,
who reads from his recent collection, "The
Enemy of Good Is Better." At The Writer’s
Center, 4508 Walsh Street, Bethesda. Visit
www.writer.org or call 301-654-8664.

Blues and Swing Dance. 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Admission is $12. With the band, Meschyia Lake
and the Little Big Horns. At the Back Room at
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. For more information go to http://
www.dclx.net or contact Robert Patch at 301-
674-0080 or manchioneal@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/JUNE 9
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

Admission is $8. With DJ Mike Marcotte and
Guests. Slow blues lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m.;
dancing from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back Room
at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

JUNE 9 AND 10
Mandy Patinkin Performs. 8 p.m. Tickets are

$35 to $78. Will perform renditions of songs
penned by beloved American lyricists, with
accompaniment by Paul Ford on Piano. At the
Music Center at Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman
Lane, North Bethesda. Call 301-581-5100 or
visit www.strathmore.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 10
Swing, Blues & Soul Dance. 9 p.m. to

midnight. Admission is $10. With DJ Ken Roesel.
Dance lesson from 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing from 9
p.m. to midnight. At the Back Room at Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Contact Ken Roesel at 703.282.4187 or at
DanceBuddies@Starpower.net.

“Tales of Hoffmann.” 7:30 p.m. Jacques
Offenbach’s masterpiece presented by the
Riverbend Opera Company. “Hoffmann” is filled
with well-known tunes and intriguing characters
based on the short stories of E.T.A. Hoffmann.

The title role will be sung by tenor Kevin
Courtemanche, who has appeared at the New
York Metropolitan opera and with companies
around the country.  He will be supported by a
strong cast of local professional singers. Tickets
are $25 for adults, $18 for seniors and $10 for
students for the June 10 and 19 productions.
June 14 is “pay what you can.” At the Parthenon
Concert Hall, 9201 Harrington Drive, Potomac.
Visit: www.RiverbendOpera.com, or call 703-
869-3637.

SATURDAY/JUNE 11
Grateful Shred IV. 9 a.m. to noon. Suggested

donation of $5 per box of paper. At the Clara
Barton Community Center, 7425 MacArthur
Blvd., Cabin John. Call the Center at 301-229-
0010.

Picnic on the Potomac. 4 to 7 p.m. Join
Potomac Conservancy for the 12th annual Picnic
on the Potomac. Potomac Conservancy will
provide grillers, beer, water, and lemonade, but
we ask visitors to bring a potluck dish. At the
Carderock Pavilion in Carderock. Visit
www.potomac.org/site/annual-picnic/.

SUNDAY/JUNE 12
W.H.A.R.F.F. (interactive) Expo. 10 a.m. to 4

p.m. This event stands for Wellness, Health,
Aging, Retirement and Financial Freedom and
aims to empower those over age 50 who are
planning to retire or who are caring for aging
relatives to take control over their futures. At
Temple Beth Ami, 14330 Travillah Road,
Rockville.

Waltz Dance. 3:30 to 6 p.m. Admission is $10.
Waltz workshop from 2:45 to 3:30 p.m.;
dancing from 3:30 to 6 p.m. With the Back
Roads Band. At the Spanish Ballroom at Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Call Joan Koury at 202-238-0230 or Glen Echo
Park at 301-634-2222, go to
www.WaltzTimeDances.org.

THURSDAY/JUNE 16
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

Admission is $8. With DJ Mike Marcotte and
Guests. Slow blues lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m.;
dancing from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back Room
at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go

The 31st Annual Washington Folk Fes-
tival will be held Saturday, June 4 and
Sunday, June 5, 2011, from noon to 7
p.m. at Glen Echo Park. Free to the pub-
lic and held rain or shine, the Festival
features over 450 musicians, storytell-
ers, dancers, and crafters all from the
Greater Washington Area.

The festival has as its focus the pre-
sentation of traditional performers and
crafters who live or work in the Wash-
ington area.

Many of these people are highly skilled
artists, bringing the music, dance and
cultural traditions of their original
homes to our community.

Over the past few seasons the Festival
has presented music and dance from In-
dia, Mongolia, North Africa, Ireland,
Scotland, France, Israel, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Guatemala, Iran, Turkey, Japan, Spain
and from across the USA.

This year the Festival will again pro-
vide a rich smorgasbord of international

Washington Folk Festival Is June 4-5
culture along with American blues,
bluegrass, old-time string bands, con-
temporary singer-songwriters, gospel,
western swing, storytellers, and hand
made crafts.

The Bumper Car Pavilion is trans-
formed into a craft marketplace where
local artisans demonstrate and sell their
wares. The Spanish Ballroom comes
alive with music and dance workshops
including traditional Hawaiian Hula,
Klezmer, and English country Dance.
Children and adults can listen intently
to tall tales at the Storytelling Stage be-
fore heading to the restored 1921
Denzel carousel for a ride.

 Glen Echo Park is located at 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. There is a
free shuttle available from the Geico
Parking Lot at 4608 Willard Ave Chevy
Chase, just blocks from Friendship
Heights Metro.

Visit http://www.washington
folkfestival.org for the 2011 schedule.

Washington Toho Koto Society performs.

Entertainment

to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

SUNDAY/JUNE 19
Waltz Dance. 3:30 to 6 p.m. Admission is $10.

Waltz workshop from 2:45 to 3:30 p.m.;
dancing from 3:30 to 6 p.m. With the band,
Some Assembly. At the Spanish Ballroom at
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call Joan Koury at 202-238-0230 or Glen
Echo Park at 301-634-2222, go to
www.WaltzTimeDances.org.

JUNE 20 TO 24
Vacation Bible Camp. The theme is Jesus

Chooses Us and will be led by trained
counselors. At Emmanuel Lutheran Church,
7730 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda. Call 301-365-
5733.

THURSDAY/JUNE 23
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to 11:30 p.m.

Admission is $8. With DJ Mike Marcotte and
Guests. Slow blues lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m.;
dancing from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back Room
at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 24
Swing, Blues & Soul Dance. 9 p.m. to

midnight. Admission is $10. With DJ Ken Roesel.
Dance lesson from 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing from 9
p.m. to midnight. At the Back Room at Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Contact Ken Roesel at 703.282.4187 or at
DanceBuddies@Starpower.net.

Photo by Harvey Levine

The Three Little Maids from “The Mikado”
(from left): Jessie Dulaney, Peep-Bo; Shaina
Vatz, Yum-Yum; and Brittany Stranathan, Pitti-
sing.

JUNE 10 TO 19
“The Mikado.” The  Victorian Lyric Opera Company’s production of

Gilbert & Sullivan’s operetta features schoolgirl Yum-Yum, who is
engaged to Ko-Ko the Lord High Executioner, but in love with the
romantic minstrel Nanki-Poo, who happens to be the son of the
Emperor (Mikado) of Japan. At the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, 603
Edmonston Drive, Rockville.  Friday and Saturday performances at
8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m.  Tickets $20 for adults, $18 for seniors,
$16 for students. All proceeds from concession sales will be donated
to Japanese relief efforts. Call 240-314-8690.   All tickets for a
preview performance at 8 p.m. Thursday, June 9 will be $10.
Contact www.vloc.org.

SATURDAY/JUNE 4
Violinist Soovin Kim. 8 p.m. Performs

Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto with the National
Philharmonic. At the Music Center at
Strathmore. Soovin Kim will also conduct a
master class for high school students on Friday,
June 3 from 5-7 p.m. in room 402 at the Music
Center at Strathmore. On Saturday, June 4 at 7
p.m., a free pre-concert lecture will be offered at
the Music Center at Strathmore’s Education
Center. Visit nationalphilharmonic.org or call
the Strathmore Ticket Office at 301-581-5100.
Ticket prices are $32 - $79.
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Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

      Home of Your
Corporate & Residential
Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 Years

“Wine Down Monday”
Selected bottles of wine for $10.00

(All wines chosen by George Liapis, Owner)

301-762-5148
www.thestellarestaurant.com

Stella Restaurant
9755 Traville Gateway Drive

Rockville, Md 20850

Stella, the restaurant
everyone’s talking
about intoduces

Wine Down Monday...

Entertainment

T
he 17th annual Imagina-
tion Bethesda, a children’s
street festival celebrating

children and the arts, is scheduled
for Saturday, June 4 from 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Musical performances and
professional children’s entertain-
ers will light up the stage, while
hands-on art and craft activities
will line the streets along
Woodmont Avenue and Elm Street
in downtown Bethesda.

Organized and managed by the
Bethesda Urban Partnership, the
festival will host local businesses
and arts organizations that will
provide a variety of hands-on art
and craft activities to entertain and
energize the 12-and-under crowd.
Additionally, the festival will fea-
ture face painters, balloonists, a
stilt-walker, a juggler, free give-
aways and more.

Imagination Bethesda is a free
event produced by the Bethesda
Urban Partnership and is spon-
sored by MIX 107.3 FM, DC50
(WDCW-TV), The Gazette, Wash-
ington Parent and Bethesda Maga-
zine. Call 301-215-6660 or visit
www.bethesda.org.

 Event participants hosting
hands-on activities include:
Adventure Theatre

Imagination Bethesda Celebrates Children and the Arts

Create an ‘Annie’ decoder ring
American Plant
Plant a flower
Artworks
Draw with pastels
Audubon Naturalist Society
Create a nesting bag
Be With Me Playseum
Make air-dry cupcakes and wood paint-
ing projects
Beanstalk Montessori Mommy & Me
Montessori crafts
Bethesda Green
Make-your-own BeGreen chain
Bethesda Magazine
Coloring books, balloons and bubbles
Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts &
Culture
Make and decorate musical instruments
Gymboree Play & Music of Bethesda
Movement to music activities
Imagination Stage
Make-your-own mask
Iran Cultural & Educational Center
Face painting, make a bookmark
Jabberü

Global and cultural
crafts
Joy of Motion Dance
Center
Decorate your own
traced dance pose
Kidville
Decorate a door
knocker or picture
frame
Language Fundamen-
tals
Build with magic
noodles
Montgomery County
Police 2nd District
Learn crime preven-

tion and safety
MusiKids
Explore musical instruments
Plaza Artist Materials
Create-your-own photo mat
Round House Theatre
Create miniature costume designs
Strathmore
Arts & crafts
Tea with Mrs. B
Imaginary tea parties, paper flowers
Washington Parent
Prize wheel and giveaways

Performances on stage include:
11 a.m. — The Funny Guy
12 p.m. — Wild Zappers
1 p.m. — Rocknoceros
2 p.m. — The Little Maestros
2:30 p.m. — Urban Impact
3:30 p.m. — Mutts Gone Nuts

Food vendors include: Delhi Dhaba,
Haagen-Dazs, Hard Times Café, Leba-
nese Taverna, M&N’s Pizza and
Smoothie King.

Rocknoceros will be performing.

JUNE 2 TO 27
“Explorations” (Mixed Media). Featuring works by Ruth

Bird, Anne Carroll, Sue Hamilton, Bonny Lundy, Linda Porten,
Elizabeth Riordon, and Kay Sandler. Oils, watercolors, pastels
and painted paper collage. A meet-the-artist reception is
Sunday, June 5 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. At the Dennis and
Phillip Ratner Museum, 10001 Old Georgetown Road,
Bethesda.

JUNE 11 AND 12
Angela Hansen — Color of Light Paintings. Saturday and

Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Artist’s reception is Sunday, June
12 from 1 to 3 p.m. At the Yellow Barn Gallery at Glen Echo
Park.

Fine Arts

JUNE 3 TO 29
“Lyrical Hues” by Edith Sievers. Artist’s presentation on

June 12 and 26 from 1-2 p.m. Artist’s reception is Saturday,
June 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. At the Yellow Barn Gallery at Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 4
Eunhee Park Dickerson. Paintings and drawings. Her works

are mainly abstract oil paintings on canvas, but the show will
also include her drawings and prints on paper. At the Waverly
Street Gallery, 4600 East-West Highway, Bethesda.  Artist’s
Reception is Friday, May 13, from 6-9 p.m. Visit
www.waverlystreetgallery.com. Call 301-951-9441.

NOW THROUGH JUNE
Fused Glass Exhibition. Free. An exhibition of fused glass by

Kari Minnick and paintings by Deborah Brisker Burk. At
Gallery Har Shalom, 11510  Falls Road, Potomac.  Call 301-
299-7087.

“Circus” by Frank Van Riper

JUNE 4 THROUGH JULY 17
“The Circus Show” — A photography exhibit exploring the

wonder, magic and mystery of the circus. Free. The show
includes works by August Sander, Lusha Nelson, Bruce
Davidson, Benita Keller, Tom Cheche, Gayle Rothschild,
Frank Van Riper, Victoria Gewirz, and Frank Herrera. An
opening reception is June 4, from 6 to 8 p.m. At
Photoworks Gallery at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. Glen Echo.

JUNE 7 TO JULY 2
Embers. Ceramic Art by Liz Lescault and New Work by

Gallery Artists. Artist’s reception is Friday, June 10 from 6
to 9 p.m.  At Waverly Street Gallery, 4600 East-West
Highway, Bethesda. Call 301-951-9441.
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Potomac REAL ESTATE

Address ............................... BR . FB HB ... Postal City ...... Sold Price .... Type ........ Lot AC ........... Subdivision .......... Date Sold

1  10000 AVENEL FARM DR ........ 4 ... 5 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,630,000 .... Detached ..... 0.47 .................. AVENEL ................. 04/15/11

2  12513 NOBLE CT .................... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,450,000 .... Detached ..... 2.00 ................. PALATINE ................ 04/29/11

3  12811 TRAVILAH RD .............. 5 ... 5 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,425,000 .... Detached ..... 4.00 ...... STONEY CREEK ESTATES .... 04/11/11

4  11404 FALLS RD ..................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,230,000 .... Detached ..... 0.63 ........... CHURCHILL GLEN ......... 04/04/11

5  11401 BROAD GREEN DR ....... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,225,000 .... Detached ..... 0.30 ............ CLAGETT FARM ........... 04/29/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

Photos by Deb Stevens/The Almanac

Top 5 Sales in April In April 2011, 31 Potomac homes sold

between $1,630,000-$415,000.

1  10000 Avenel Farm Drive, Potomac — $1,630,000

2  12513 Noble Court, Potomac —
$1,450,000

3  12811 Travilah Road, Potomac — $1,425,000

4  11404 Falls Road, Potomac — $1,230,000

5  11401 Broad Green Drive, Potomac —
$1,225,000
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For an Open House Listing Form,
call Deb Funk at 703-778-9444 or e-mail

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

OPEN HOUSES
IN POTOMAC SAT./SUN. JUNE 4 & 5

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

9122 Friars Road, Bethesda 20817 • $1,899,000
Open Sunday 2–5 P.M. • Vladimir Gherman,

Belinsky Real Estate, 703-909-5487

Potomac (20854)
10617 Red Barn Ln ..................$1,199,000..........Sun 1-4..Elaine Koch & Assoc. .RE/MAX Metropolitan ..301-840-7320
11116 Korman Dr .......................$829,000..........Sun 1-4..................Homi Irani ..........Coldwell Banker ..301-996-1695
11211 River View Dr ................ $1,895,000..........Sun 1-4............Leslie Friedson.............Long & Foster ..301-455-4506
12323 Overpond Way..................$975,000..........Sun 1-4...............Febby Bishop.............Long & Foster ..301-469-4700
13522 Broadfield Dr.................$1,069,000..........Sun 1-4............Leslie Friedson.............Long & Foster ..301-455-4506
2283 Dunster Ln..........................$720,000..........Sun 1-4..............Shari Gronvall ..........Coldwell Banker ..202-333-6100
9410 Lost Trail Way.....................$439,000..........Sun 1-4............Leslie Friedson.............Long & Foster ..301-455-4506
9426 Thrush Ln........................$1,095,000..........Sun 1-4 ............. Brenda Sarver.............Maryland REO..301-631-0778
943 Willowleaf Way.....................$810,000..........Sun 1-5.................Joyce Miller...............Tristar Realty ..301-762-7888

Bethesda (20817)
9122 Friars Rd..........................$1,899,000..........Sun 2-5.......Vladimir Gherman.................Belinsky RE..703-909-5487

North Potomac (20878)
378 Hart Rd.................................$629,900..........Sun 1-4..Elaine Koch & Assoc. .RE/MAX Metropolitan ..301-840-7320

Rockville (20850, 20852)
10109 Sterling Ter.......................$564,900..........Sun 1-4............Kathleen White.......W.C. & A.N. Miller ..301-765-6453
15 Monterra Ct.........................$1,199,000..........Sun 1-4............Leslie Friedson.............Long & Foster ..301-455-4506
15305 Diamond Cove Ter #7-J....$269,900........Sun 12-4...................Bill Garrett ..............MLS Connect ..301-825-9255
1625 Piccard Dr #202 ................. $395,000..........Sun 1-4.............N.Gene Cowan.............Long & Foster ..301-251-3040
24 Chantilly Ct.............................$420,000..........Sun 1-4................Judith Casey.............Long & Foster ..240-497-1700
2985 Glenora Ln..........................$575,000..........Sun 1-4.............Kate Sheckells..................Gerlach RE..301-656-8686
700 Baltimore..............................$349,900..........Sun 2-5.......Vladimir Gherman.................Belinsky RE..703-909-5487
10101 Grosvenor Pl #803 ........... $304,000..........Sun 1-4 ...........Michelle Hessel.............Long & Foster ..301-975-9500
1020 Grand Oak Way...................$619,000..........Sun 1-4..............Alan Sherman.............Long & Foster ..301-602-9953
11750 Old Georgeton Rd #2202..$534,790..Sat/Sun 11-6..................Bob Lucido........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgeton Rd #2208..$328,720..Sat/Sun 11-6..................Bob Lucido........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgeton Rd #2236..$464,495..Sat/Sun 11-6..................Bob Lucido........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgeton Rd #2528..$399,620..Sat/Sun 11-6..................Bob Lucido........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11800 Old Georgeton Rd #1114..$449,690..Sat/Sun 11-6..................Bob Lucido........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11800 Old Georgeton Rd #1325..$423,995..Sat/Sun 11-6..................Bob Lucido........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
6624 Sulky Ln.............................$649,900..........Sun 1-4................Anna Masica.............Long & Foster ..240-423-7000

Interest in Chinese Drops Off
From Page 3

Schools

not allowed to take Chinese even if space becomes
available in the program. And those with a Chinese
language background have to take a test to demon-
strate sufficient language competency before enroll-
ing the language program.

According to Benaim, this may be partially respon-
sible for the drop off in Chinese class participation
in the upper grades. While students can move freely
out of the Chinese language program at any level, it
is difficult for older students to opt into Chinese
classes because of the testing requirement.

Some of the families enrolled in Chinese immer-
sion at Potomac and the other elementary school
where it is offered — College Gardens Elementary
School — also come from outside those schools’ at-
tendance boundaries. Their children have to attend
Hoover Middle School and Churchill, which might
not be their base schools, in order to continue with
Chinese instruction in the upper grades.

It is possible some of those families drop out of
Chinese language — particularly at the middle and
high school level —  because the parents grow send-
ing their children away to schools farther from home,
said Benaim.

“You almost feel like you need to vet the parents
to make sure they want to stick with the program,”
said Benaim.

WHILE AT HOOVER, Chinese immersion students
from Potomac and College Gardens take a one-pe-
riod language class each day as sixth graders, even
though most students typically don’t start foreign lan-
guage instruction until seventh grade.

In seven and eighth grade, Chinese classes are con-
ducted much like other language classes, except the
marks from eighth grade Chinese end up on students
high school transcripts.

“When eighth graders take Chinese at Hoover, it
counts on their permanent record. That is kind of a
tough pill to swallow for some parents,” said Benaim.

According to Benaim, Chinese classes have a repu-
tation for being much more difficult than Spanish or
French. Many parents get upset when their other-
wise straight-A students start bringing home lower
grades in one class.

“It is extremely difficult to get an A in Chinese and
it is hard, as an American, to put your kid into a
Chinese program when you can’t help your child with
the material. Kids who are American and don’t speak
Chinese at home feel like they are at a disadvan-
tage,” said Benaim.

AS TOUGH as Chinese classes are at Hoover,
Conway said it gets much more difficult once stu-
dents reach Churchill.

Students who have always done well in Chinese
class at the elementary and middle school level start
to really struggle when they reach high school.
Churchill’s Chinese teacher is very demanding and
students fear what continuing with Chinese will do
to their grade point averages, according to Conway.

Conway’s own son, who is typically a very good
student, is earning a low B in his Chinese class de-
spite working very hard and having a private Chi-
nese tutor two days per week, she said.

“Most of us don’t care whether we raise the stan-
dards for Chinese instruction for kindergarten
through eighth grade or lower the standards in high
school, but we have to change something. The cur-
rent articulation is not functional to the extent that

students are dropping out at an alarming rate in high
school,” said Conway.

School Board member Judith Docca (District 1)
said many of the specialty language programs, like
Chinese and Arabic, see a drop off in enrollment in
the upper grades.

According to Docca, the problem may have to do
with the competing interests of high school students
and a lack of flexibility in class schedules.

High cchools can typically offer only one section
of each level of a language like Chinese or Arabic,
which means students often have to organize their
class schedule entirely around it. Many students are
not willing to give up another class, like band or or-
chestra, just so they can continue to take a particu-
lar language.

“I don’t think it is that they are totally not inter-
ested in the program but there just aren’t as many
times when those language classes are offered.
French and Spanish are probably offered every pe-
riod of every day,” said Docca.

SOME FAMILIES involved with Potomac’s immer-
sion program are also not set on the idea that their
children continue to take Chinese through their se-
nior year of high school.

Diane Berinstein has three children — two at
Potomac and one at Hoover — who take Chinese.
She thought it was important for her children to re-
ceive language instruction at an early age, regard-
less of what language it was.

“I believe that the best way to teach a foreign lan-
guage is immersion at an early age, and I think speak-
ing more than one language is as important as ex-
celling in math, science or writing,” wrote Berinstein
in an email.

Berinstein has told her children that they must stick
with Chinese through sixth grade at Hoover, since
no other language instruction is offered until sev-
enth grade.

“If they want to switch languages later on, that is
their choice, for now, this is the only option in our
school district,” wrote Berinstein in an email.

Approximately 160 of the 500 students at
Potomac Elementary School are enrolled
in a Chinese immersion program.
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News

Humane Group Searches for More Foster Homes

The Friends of Montgomery County Animals’s luncheon was held May 18
at the home of Joe and Missy Walsh. From left are FMCA member George
Esherick with board members Winnie Reed, treasurer; Sue Recher;
Claire Proffitt, president; Janet Lamkin, vice-president; Marion Webster,
corresponding secretary; Ellie Brown, secretary, and Susan Cameron.
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From Page 5

Longtime FMCA member Posey Fox im-
mediately volunteered to assist anyone will-
ing to step up and foster animals. She said
she would make trips to veterinary offices
with foster animals and trips to weekend
adoption open houses held by FMCA from
2 – 5 p.m. every Saturday at the
Germantown PetSmart. “Some fosters can-
not give up the time. It’s a lot of running
back and forth. Because we desperately,
desperately need foster homes, I’ll do all the
transporting,” Fox said.

“We have continued to chip away at the
overpopulation issue which is one of the
core problems in the humane movement.
In 2010, 47 spay/neuter/release or spay/
neuter/place were completed; 178 cats and
kittens were placed and financial aid was
provided to cover the veterinary care for
twenty small animals,” Proffitt said.

Jane Read, a Potomac resident since 1952,
thinks FMCA’s work is terrific. “I started out
with dogs when I was a tiny child. I had a
big German shepherd that slept with me.
Now, I have a Yorkie. He’ll be 12 in June
and you wouldn’t know it. He acts like a
puppy,” said Read. Her friend at the lun-
cheon, Linda Abbott, a newcomer to FMCA

events, said, “They [FMCA] do such a good
job and they need more money to do the
good job they’re doing.”

Officer Sharon Sparks, with the Mont-
gomery County Police Department since
1980 and its K-9 division since 1988, was
accompanied to the luncheon by her part-
ners, Ben, a three-and-a-half-year-old Ger-
man shepherd patrol dog, and Ruffy, a two-
year-old black lab bomb dog. She said she
was pleased to see there are still a lot of
animal lovers in Montgomery County. “With
the economy the way it is, there are not as
many people supporting animals. I can’t say
enough about their lives and how they make
our lives better,” said Sparks.

She noted that even with all of the tech-
nology today, nothing can duplicate a dog’s
nose and their loyalty as a companion.
“They’re non-judgmental and as far as the
police force is concerned, they’re invaluable.
We capture people that would otherwise get
away,” she said.

Sparks applauded FMCA’s efforts toward
the humane treatment of animals. She said,
“I hate to see animals suffer, so it’s nice there
are humane groups to prevent suffering.”

For more information visit:
www.friendsofmontgomerycountyanimals.com

From Page 3

Raising
$60,000 for
Adoptions
Together

Judy Sebring
hosts the party at
her Potomac
home.

Janice
Goldwater,
founder of
Adoptions
Together.

The Fiasco played
throughout the
evening.

gourmet treats. Rona and
Roger Heyman of Bethesda
cited the wonderful venue and
fantastic food. “We always have
a great time every year at this
event,” said Roger Heyman.
“We are happy to donate to
such a wonderful cause.”

Volunteers were plentiful and
dressed in striking black and
white outfits. Many of the vol-
unteers have adopted children
through Adoptions Together —
and are proud to be able to
serve and give back. Hostess
Judy Sebring explained to the
crowd that she was adopted as
a young child.

“I have been on the Adop-
tions Together Board of Direc-
tors for 17 years,” said Sebring.
“I am proud to raise money and
donate my home for this impor-
tant cause. It takes a village to
make all of this happen, and it
is all due to the vision of Janice

Brickyard Soccer
Meeting Set
For June 9

A second community meeting
on the Brickyard Road Soccer
Fields RFP will be held 7:30-9
p.m., June 9 at the Potomac Com-
munity Center Social Hall, 11315
Falls Road.

The county is in the midst of a
controversial process of seeking a
contractor to build and operate
four soccer fields on Brickyard
Road.

The 20-acre property belongs to
the school system. The Board of
Education voted March 8 to lease
the property to the county for pri-
vate development as soccer fields,
with only a few days notice to the
farmer on the site, citizen associa-
tions or neighbors of the property.

More than 200 people turned
out for a boisterous meeting April
4 at Potomac Elementary, object-
ing to lack of community involve-
ment in the decision.

At the meeting, county officials
said the lease between the county
and schools designates the prop-
erty for “ballfields.” Item 4, Use,
states: “County or its agents shall
use the leased premises solely for
ballfields and improvements asso-
ciated with that use such as a park-
ing lot and amenity facility.”

The lease also makes no men-
tion of promised restrictions, such
as prohibiting lights, sound system
or artificial turf.

Goldwater who 21 years ago saw
a need for all children to have a
home.”

For more information about
Adoptions Together, to make a dif-
ference in the life of a child, or to
learn about the many services of-
fered by this agency, visit its
website at
www.adoptionstogether.org or
contact Janice Goldwater at 301-
439-2900.

Photos by Susan

Belford/The

Almanac
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E P I S C O P A L  S C H O O L

Age 2 - Grade 12

Programs for kids 4 months to 12 years old.
Parent/Child * Gymnastics * Dance * Sports Skills

Parties * Camps * Parents’ Survival Nights
Schedule An Introductory Class!

Register Today For Summer Camps & Classes
Call or register online to hold your spot

www.thelittlegym.com/potomacmd

Potomac Woods Plaza
1071 Seven Locks Rd.

301-294-4840

Schools

To National Spelling Bee
Susanna Yau with parents, Drs. Tom and Linda Yau of
Potomac, is a contestant in the 84th Scripps National
Spelling Bee this week in Washington, D.C. The 7th grader
at Fourth Presbyterian School in Potomac won the Mont-
gomery County Regional Spelling Bee on March 5 to
advance to the national competition.

To have an item listed mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call 703-778-9412.

Robyn Baird of Potomac has been
selected for membership in the Honors
Forum, which works to strengthen intel-
lectual life at Skidmore College and
especially to encourage the academic
aspirations of highly motivated and tal-
ented students. Formal membership in
the Honors Forum is based on academic
accomplishment. She is the daughter of
Dean and Kathy Baird of Potomac.

Stephen M. Kent of Potomac was
among 38 University of Vermont stu-
dents initiated into the Alpha Alpha Psi
chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, the national
history honor society, at an induction
ceremony held in April.

Ithaca College Senior Heather
Mueller of Potomac received a Peggy
R. Williams Award for Academic and
Community Leadership. This award is
given to juniors and seniors who excel
academically, perform service to the
College community and nation and rep-
resent an exemplary level of
accomplishment. Mueller is a Commu-
nication Management and Design major
in the Roy H. Park School of Communi-
cations.

Morgane Amat, a freshman at Con-
necticut College, was awarded the
Freshman Julia Wells Bower Prize,
which is given for distinction in math-
ematics. Amat was presented with the
award at the annual Honors and Awards
ceremony at Connecticut College on
April 27. Amat, a 2010 graduate of Walt
Whitman High School, is the daughter

of Marie and Thierry Amat of Potomac.

On May 14, the following students
were awarded the Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from St. Mary’s College of
Maryland:

❖ Nicolas Alberto Pinto of
Potomac graduated with a major in
psychology. Pinto also earned a minor in
political science.

❖ Samuel Alan Burns of
Potomac graduated with a major in
biology. Burns also earned a minor in

environmental studies.
❖ Daniel Patrick Ruthenberg-

Marshall of Potomac graduated with
a student-designed major in environ-
human documentation.

❖ Amelia Claire Ettinger of
North Potomac graduated with a
major in biology.

❖ Taren Michelle Parsons of
North Potomac graduated magna
cum laude with a major in mathematics.
Parsons also earned a minor in educa-
tional studies.
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ClassifiedClassified
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

Caesar Productions and
 ICCR present two ENGLISH plays

AFTER 95 SHOWS IN INDIA
OTHER COUNTRIES, NOW IN THE USA!

PUNE HIGHWAY

For more information & DISCOUNT: Geeta Anand 240-252-9877
Ticket includes complimentary Indian meal.

www.ceasarproduction.com
For tickets www.desiclub.com/puneflowers

Not recommended for children under 13 years old

Kreeger Auditorium, JCC, 6125 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD 20852

FLOWERS
Written and Directed by

Rahul da Cunha
June 18, 2011 at 8:00 PM,

Dinner 6:30 PM
June 19, 2011 at 2:30,

Lunch at 1:00 PM
Show at 5:00 PM,
Dinner at 6:30 PM

$40.00, $55.00

Written by Girish Karnad–famous playwright
Performed by Rajit Kapur –

Best Actor Award, Making of the Mahatma
Directed by Roysten Abel -

Director “The Mangniyaar Seduction”,
Maximum India Festival

June 16, 2011 at 7:30 PM,
Dinner at 8:30 PM, $35 and $45

June 17, 2011 at 7:30 PM,
Dinner at 8:30 PM, $40 and $55

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ESTATE AUCTION
Entire contents of 7 Bedroom home. 

Unbelievable amount of merchandise.
Everything has to be sold.

They also have 2 classic Corvair cars.

June 4, 2011
10:00AM

2630 S. Ives Street
Arlington, VA 22202

For Listing www.boltonauctioneers.com

703-494-5062
Frank “E”/Donna Bolton Lic #392/1478

25 Sales & Auctions 25 Sales & Auctions 26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic gardener, 

Speaks French & English.
Fall Cleanup, weeding, planting, edging, 

mulching, maintenance. 
Excellent Potomac references.

301-980-8258

Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne
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Being a cancer patient is a full-time, mental
job. Whatever I feel physically pales in compari-
son to what I think mentally. Any occasion that
gets me off the cancer track is welcome relief,
whether I realize it or can admit it at the time.
These mental diversions are particularly helpful
when they arrive when I least expect them, as
when I’m doing something cancer-specific: pre-
chemo lab work, chemotherapy, scheduling
and/or experiencing my diagnostic scans, wait-
ing for the results of those scans and of course,
having my regular appointment/examination
with my oncologist.

And so it happened the other day when I
was sitting in the waiting room at my HMO to
have my pre-chemo lab work completed. Not
that much seems to be indicated with my lab
work anymore (it’s much more serious during
the heavy chemotherapy, especially white- and
red- blood cell counts which are closely moni-
tored), but occasionally – over the past 18
months, I have received call backs concerning
my levels of creatinin, magnesium and bilirubin,
among others. Nevertheless, I never took any of
it too seriously, well, not nearly as seriously as
when I was being infused with a chemotherapy
cocktail (three different drugs) administered
once every three weeks for approximately six
hours and being examined every three weeks
and scanned every 12 weeks. I’m sort of past all
that now, until I’m not, if you know what I
mean, so it’s no longer a major focus at present.

Still, I am under treatment, still terminal and
still a statistical anomaly: still alive. And as much
as I try to forget the underlying facts of my case:
stage IV lung cancer, it’s rather difficult. But I
am open to the possibility of a mental meander
(sort of a “walkabout” for your brain, to quote
Crocodile Dundee). While sitting outside of the
lab waiting for my name to be called, I picked
up a tattered copy of “Parents Magazine” from
the table adjacent to where I was fidgeting, to
help pass the time. Not having my “cheaters”
(reading glasses) with me, I couldn’t quite make
out – from arm’s length, anyway, the arti-
cles/headlines printed on the front cover. As I
drew it closer however, I could read the head-
line that most interested me and one which had
absolutely nothing to do with me having can-
cer: “25 Manners Kids Should Know By Age 9.”
Perfect, I thought. I could get a refresher course
– and a bit of an escape, and see how I’ve
turned out, common sense/courtesy-wise.

I’m proud to say, I’m doing pretty well.
There were really only one or two behaviors of
the 25 listed where I could use a little polish.
And none of the behaviors had anything to do
with cancer. Most had to do with familiar,
golden rule-type etiquette, common sense and
consideration of others. Exactly – for me, a can-
cer patient, the kinds of behaviors which are
easily forgotten since post-diagnosis, being told
it’s “all about you now” is a fairly common
advisory. Yet cancer shouldn’t be an excuse to
forget about others and ignore fundamen-
tal/foundational-type behaviors, you know the
ones that separate us from the animal kingdom,
à la the opposable thumb. Cancer may be a kil-
ler and an unwelcome guest in any body’s
home but it’s my problem, not yours.

Reading this article about what “a kid needs
to know by age 9” made this adult take stock.
Sometimes from the mouths of babes (small
children) comes wisdom for all ages. Before I
even gave thought to how long I had been wait-
ing, my name was called. Not that I stress over
these medical appointments anymore, consid-
ering that I’ve had them going on 30 months;
still, anything that helps me forget what I’m
doing that day and why, is worth mentioning.

Thanks for your time.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

In a Manner
of Speaking

Sports

Churchill, Whitman,
Wootton Compete
For Tennis Titles
Churchill’s Kevin Chu won the boys singles
state championship, defeating Seneca
Valley’s Kamal Patel 6-2, 6-3.

Whitman’s Sean Ngo and Aries Wong cap-
tured the boys doubles crown, defeating the
Wootton duo of Eiichiro Okuyama and Titas
Bera 6-4, 7-5.

The Wootton mixed doubles team of
Megan Hahn and Gabriel Fan won a state
championship, defeating Emily McWilliams
and Tyler North 6-4, 6-0.

The Whitman girls doubles team of Sa-
rah Macy and Haley Johnson defeated
North Carroll’s Hannah Langsdale and
Emily Price 6-3, 4-6, 6-1 in the opening
round, but withdrew in the following round
against Broadneck’s Danielle Naftali and
Allie Burt.

Churchill’s Elhage,
Caulk Win
State Titles

Churchill junior Nadim Elhage captured
the boys discus state championship with a
throw of 150 feet, 3 inches and junior Tay-
lor Caulk won the girls triple jump state title
with a mark of 37 feet, 9 inches during the
state track and field meet from May 26-28.

Caulk also placed second in the long jump
with a mark of 17-2. Caulk’s teammate, se-
nior Serenah Polite, finished second in the
triple jump (36-1 1/2).

Wootton junior Grace Corbett finished
second in the girls 1,600 with a time of 5
minutes, 9.16 seconds.

Wootton finished third in the girls stand-
ings with 48 points, 37 behind state cham-
pion Northwest. Churchill was ninth with
27 points and Whitman was 15th with 18
points.

The Churchill boys finished eighth with
32 points, 70 behind state champion Tho-
mas Johnson. Wootton finished 25th with
five points.

The Churchill boys won the region title,
with Wootton finishing seventh and
Whitman tying for 12th.

The Wootton girls placed second in the
region, while Whitman was eighth and
Churchill was 10th. Northwest won the girls
region title.

Whitman Baseball
Reaches Semis

The Whitman baseball team ended its
season with a 9-7 loss to eventual region
champion Gaithersburg in the 4A West
semifinals on May 18. The Vikings entered
the playoffs as the region’s No. 2 seed and
finished the season with a 13-5 record.

James Dionne led Whitman with a .538
batting average and finished with a team-
high 26 stolen bases. He tallied one double,
one triple, one home run and 12 RBIs.

Michael Flack batted .491 with three
home runs and 23 RBIs. He also stole 10

bases.
Michael Yang (.395), Sam Avayou (.373),

Andrew Castagnetti (.341) and Drew
Aherne (.339) also hit better than .300.

On the mound, Flack made nine appear-
ances, including a team-high seven starts.
He finished 6-2 with a 2.91 ERA. He allowed
46 hits and struck out 48 in 45 2/3 innings.

Whitman Girls
Lacrosse Reaches
Quarterfinals

The Whitman girls lacrosse team defeated
Bethesda-Chevy Chase 10-9 in the opening
round of the 4A-3A West Regional Tourna-
ment before losing to eventual region run-
ner-up Sherwood 8-1 in the quarterfinals.

Churchill Crew
Faces First
Official Competition

Churchill crew completed its inaugural
season by participating in a pair of regattas
in May, including its first official competi-
tion, according to bulldogbooster.com.

On May 7, Churchill competed in the
Washington Metropolitan Interscholastic
Rowing Association Novice Regatta, the
team’s first official competition. One week
later, Churchill competed in the WMIRA
championship, facing Whitman, Walter
Johnson and other crews.

A combined roster of the two regattas
included girls Alexi Albert, Julie Beynenson,
Deepika Chandra, Alisa Dan, Rebecca

Feldman, Natalie Geisler, Becca Gimble, Tori
Hoffman, Julianna Hsing, Amanda McAree,
Brenna Means, Julia Taladay, Jonna
Rautsola, Lena Sheorey, Jackie Tauberman
and Rebecca Wahrhaftig; and boys Seth
Brody, Jack Cantilli, Mac Dunmire, Michael
Fusco, John Ishikawa, Kevin Jiang, Avi
Kallmeyer, Max Liss, Charlie Morris, Will
Mulhern, Joel Nair, Paul Oh, Rishi Patel, Ian
Plotnick, Sebastian Romero, Dominic
Singer, Myles Taylor, Charlie Wathieu and
Lancelot Wathieu.

Bulldog Golf Classic
The Eighth Annual Bulldog Golf Classic,

an event organized by the Winston Churchill
High School Athletic Booster Club, will be
held Aug. 10 at Whiskey Creek Golf Club at
4804 Whiskey Court in Ijamsville. The event
is open to the community.

Legion Baseball
Players Wanted

The Montgomery College Rockville base-
ball team is looking for American Legion or
showcase-quality players for the fall 2011
and spring 2012 seasons. The Rockville
Express of the Cal Ripken League plays their
home games at MC Rockville. Contact
Coach Rick Price at 240-447-6948 for more
information.

Sports Updates
Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on

Twitter at @jonroetman for sports updates
around Northern Virginia and Montgomery
County, Md.

Soccer Diplomacy
Cub Scouts from the Norwood School in Bethesda who play to-
gether on an MSI soccer team collected soccer balls to send to
children in Afghanistan and Iraq. The first-grade boys heard about
the children who often use soccer balls made out of newspaper
and tape, so they decided to save their money and purchase 50-
plus balls and hand pumps to send overseas. The balls will be sent
to the U.S. medical hospital in Baghdad, Iraq, for the U.S. soldiers
to hand out to children that come in for medical care or to children
they encounter in training missions off base.
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On-l ine ordering
now avai lable!

20% off your first
on-line order!


