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Home Life Style
Ready for summer house guests? The Holland House carriage house in Old Town is
surrounded on three sides by gardens.

Tips and more photos, page 32.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
here’s no such thing as a
free lunch. Sometimes
that’s especially true even

for those who deserve one the
most.

According to the Washington
Area Boards of Education, Alexan-
dria has more than 6,000 students
who meet the federal poverty
guidelines. Some are fed in the
city’s schools. Others are fed at

recreation centers. The city also
has a patchwork of churches and
social-service organizations. But
city and school records can’t ac-
count for what happens to all
6,000, leaving as many as 2,000
children hungry each summer.

“I would find it hard to believe
that some of these children aren’t
falling through the cracks,” said
Mary Anne Weber, chairwoman of
the Alexandria Community Ser

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

S
ometimes the best deci-
sion is no decision at all.
Especially when the votes
aren’t there to make

something happen.
That’s the situation City Coun-

cil members are facing as the clock
winds down before summer re-
cess. Supporters of the controver-
sial small-area plan for the water-
front desperately wanted a vote
before council members take their
annual two-month vacation from
public business. A last-minute plan
was even floated by Councilman
Rob Krupicka that would have re-
moved the zoning changes from

the small-area plan, rendering the
effort little more than an outline
for an art walk with historical in-
terpretation.

“I would say that’s not likely to
happen now,” Krupicka said after
Tuesday night’s City Council meet-
ing.

Although Councilman Paul
Smedberg called the Krupicka
compromise “elegant,” Vice Mayor
Kerry Donley warned that the situ-
ation in Landmark illustrated the
perils of creating planning docu-
ments that don’t address zoning
changes. Councilwoman Del Pep-
per liked Krupicka’s idea and
praised it as the only way forward,

Zoning changes for waterfront are
delayed again as standoff lingers.

More Time

See Waterfront,  Page 5

Going Hungry
Patchwork of services leaves
thousands of children malnourished
in Alexandria.

See Patchwork,  Page 6
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Council Notebook

The Green Nuisance
The mysterious green house at the northeast intersection of

Duke and Royal streets has long been a subject of fascination.
Now it’s officially a nuisance.

City Council members unanimously adopted a motion Tues-
day night declaring 325 Duke Street a nuisance, authorizing
the city to spend as much as $25,000 for repairs to the ram-
shackle painted lady. That strange shade of green paint has
been peeling off the exterior for years, and debris fills a rear
yard along a well-used stretch of South Royal Street. Perhaps
most pressing is the deteriorating basement entry hatch, just a
few steps away from a crowded city sidewalk in the heart of
Old Town.

“It’s something we’d like to see the owner take care of,” said
Code Enforcement Director John Catlett. “But we’re not go-
ing to wait for that to happen.”

City tax records show a woman by the name of Nancy Lee
Hoy purchased the place in 1992 for $277,500. According to
Department of Finance records, property taxes have not been
paid on the house since 2008. And city officials say extensive
efforts to contact her by city officials since that time have been
unsuccessful. Records show she owes more than $12,000 in
unpaid taxes.

“She has recently been in contact with the city,” said Catlett.
“How serious is she? We don’t know, and that’s why we need to
declare this property a nuisance.”

Killing Jim Crow
He’s known as “the man who killed Jim Crow,” one of the

most prominent black lawyers of the Civil Rights Era. For de-
cades, his name has adorned the Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center. Now the Parker-Gray facility is about to have a
much more personal connection to the man who successfully
argued Missouri ex Rel. Gaines versus Canada before the United
States Supreme Court in 1938.

“Education is the preparation for the completion of life,”
Hamilton once said.

Those words are about to be carved in stone. This week, Al-
exandria City Council members formally approved a design sub-
mitted by New York artists Jennifer Andrews and Gregg
LeFevre. The artists envision a series of bronze panels that
would serve as a timeline of significant events in Houston’s
life.

“Art you can walk on invites interaction, and we have wit-
nessed the effect this installation method has of bringing people
together,” the artists wrote in an outline of their design. “When
people move next to each other to share the space above an
inset work, barriers are broken and conversations are sparked.”

The total cost of the memorial is expected to be about
$300,000, which includes everything from fabrication and in-
surance to travel and installation.

Attack on the Potomac
Is Alexandria ready for a terrorist attack?
City officials seem to think so — or at least that the city could

use some federal money to prepare for one. This week, Alex-
andria City Council members unanimously approved a grant
application to the Department of Homeland Security for a
$734,000 grant from the Port Security Program.

If approved, the funds would help train the Alexandria Fire
Department to respond to improvised explosive devices and
other nonconventional weapons. The money would pay for spe-
cialized equipment for the city’s Marine Operations Team, train-
ing classes, a new radar system and a new floodwater rescue
boat for the Alexandria Fire Department.

“The rescue boat is a smaller boat that will be able to fit into
smaller spaces and shallow water to search for chemical, bio-
logical, radiological, nuclear and enhanced explosive threats
on the Potomac,” interim City Manager Bruce Johnson wrote
in his recommendation for the grant application.

— Michael Lee Pope

Old Soldiers Don’t Fade Away

Alaina Carter of Old Town
distributes water on a hot
day at the World War II
Memorial.

Photos by Michael McMorrow/Gazette Packet

Vets disembark.  Wheelchairs up.  Ready to go.

WWII veterans
visit as guests of
Honor Flight.

By Michael McMorrow

The Connection

A
ged limbs and shiny wheel-
chairs slowly carry veter-
ans of WWII into their me-

morial. Faces are painted with
pride — and anxiety.  Emotions
and excitement run high each time
a group arrives.

“The veterans from Tuscaloosa,
Ala. had been delayed repeatedly
because of tornados and other
causes.  Finally arrived, I offered
one a bottle of water and said ‘Wel-
come to your memorial.’  He
turned away and quietly began to
cry.  It was such a precious mo-
ment,” said Alaina Carter,
Honor Flight coordinator
for Reagan National Air-
port and a resident of
Old Town Alexandria.

“Something else hap-
pens more frequently,”
continued Carter.
“The groups of veter-
ans come from a
single area, but
most do not know
the others.  Two
men from South
Dakota were
talking.  One
said he had
been an aerial gun-
ner stationed in the Philip-
pines with a certain wing or squad-
ron.  As each fact was stated the

other fellow answered ‘So was I!’
I walked away but they sat there
and talked for a long time. The
camaraderie you see is hard to put
into words.”

Both of Carter’s grandfathers
served in World War II, but she was
introduced to the memorial by her
mother during a visit from home-
town Roswell, N.M.  Months later,
she joined the program.  In addi-
tion to family support, Carter’s in-
volvement is fostered by her em-
ployer, Science Applications Inter-
national Corporation (SAIC).

THE WORLD WAR II MEMO-
RIAL was authorized by Congress
in 1993, begun in 2001 and dedi-
cated in 2004. Veterans were dy-
ing at the rate of 1,000 each day.

People worried that those being
honored often lacked physical and
financial ability to visit Washing-
ton to see their monument.  A man
in Ohio organized flights of small

private planes beginning in May
2005, and called it

“ H o n o r
Flight.”  An-

other in
North Caro-

lina took a step
further by filling

an entire com-
mercial airliner,

and called it
“HonorAir.”
The two opera-

tions joined in Sep-
tember 2006 to form

“Honor Flight Net-
work.”  As of fall 2010,

the grand total of veter-
ans transported is

63,000.  Veterans pay nothing.

“There are 105 hubs [where
flights originate] in 34 states,” said
James McLaughlin, chairman of
Honor Flight Network and resi-
dent of Columbus, Ohio.  Asked
about the Washington-area volun-
teers who staff the receiving ends
of flights, he said, “Wonderful!  At
the airports and  the Memorial,
vets are treated like ‘rock stars.’
Some even have been asked for an
autograph.”

ORGANIZING FLIGHTS at one
hub is challenging, but manage-
able.  The fact is that all the flights
are headed to one place: Washing-
ton, D.C.  Some days hundreds of
people arrive in several aircraft at
Reagan National and Dulles air

See Veterans,  Page 26
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Weichert’s 11th Annual
Benefit for

Breast Cancer Research

See your agent or stop into
the office for your 50/50

raffle ticket.

Alexandria South $930,000
Fabulous 4/5 BR, 3.5 BA center-hall Colonial w/4,600+ sq. ft. of living space, 2-
story foyer & great room w/18' ceilings! Gorgeous hdwd flrs, & eat-in kit. w/granite,
island & newer s.s. appls. Huge fin. LL w/add’l. 5th BR/den; perfect as in-law/nanny
suite! Wonderful community, lot, & mins to D.C., Old Town, schools, parks, METRO &
Fort Belvoir! 8305 Centerbrook Pl.

Lisa McCaskill 703-615-6036

Old Town $639,000
Beautifully updated 2/3 bedroom, 1.5 bath end town
house with 3 finished levels & off-street parking in
Carriage Works. 901 Oronoco St.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $429,000
RARE FIND! 1,900 S.F. air conditioned warehouse at
Beltway exit. 1,950 S.F. w/roll-up door and private
office. Reserved parking. Signage available.

4936-B Eisenhower Ave.
Scott Elkins 703-725-8901

Alexandria $590,000
Pristine 2-level Old Town building! May be used
commercially down with apartment up. Formerly
medical use. Walk to King or Braddock Metro. Ample
free parking.    1000 Queen St.

Scott Elkins 703-725-8901

Alexandria/South $359,000
Tired of cutting grass? Raking Leaves? Shoveling Snow? Check out
Montebello with 35+ wooded acres & 24-hour monitored & patrolled
security. Relax in your own peaceful “tree house” or entertain in this
spacious 1,460 SF unit with 153 SF enclosed balcony. Shuttle bus to
Metro. 5904 Mount Eagle Dr., #401
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418•Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

Alexandria/Rosemont $769,750
Fabulous Rosemont Colonial with spacious family room, 2
sunrooms, breakfast room. Open floor plan, gleaming wood
floors, high ceilings and wide baseboard trim. Off-street parking
for 2 vehicles, but just a short stroll from both King St. and
Braddock Rd. Metros. 118 Walnut

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

South Alexandria $600’s
Cool off by a pool surrounded by lush, blooming plants. With an
open floor plan & new gourmet kitchen, you’ll entertain with
ease. Two levels of wood floors, generous room sizes & updated
baths. Finished LL for family fun plus 2-car garage. Call for your
private tour. 9317 Boothe St.
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alexandria $234,500
Are you renting when you should be buying? Large, bright & airy unit
just two lights from D.C. Beautiful new kitchen w/maple cabinets,
granite counters & SS appliances; renovated bathroom; huge custom
closets; wood floors. Turn-key home! http://1636abingdondrw102.com

1636 Abingdon Dr. W. #102
Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010•Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418

Del Ray
$525,000

Bright updated
end town house
with 3 bedrooms,
2 full baths, 3
finished levels
and off-street
parking. Blocks
to Metro, shops
& restaurants on
“The Avenue”.
539 E. Luray Ave.

Christine
Garner

703-587-4855

Alexandria
$400,000

What a LOW price for
Pristine! 3-lvl TH w/bells
& whistles. New AC, NEW
WINDOWS, NEW KITCHEN
w/Silestone counter-
tops, MAPLE cabinets,
tile backsplash & flr, &
new appls. PRIVATE
fenced backyard w/no
neighbors behind. Kit.
features fantastic pantry
cab. like no others!
Bedrooms have closet
organizers & ceiling
fans. Baths updated
w/new fixtures, cabinets,
lights & mirrors.
3762 Keller Ave. #138

Julie Hall
703-786-3634

Old Town
Alexandria
$569,000

Live a charmed life in an
historic 1900 detached
home – while enjoying a
new state-of-the-art
kitchen. Relax in your
private, fenced yard under
a cool canopy of Catalpa
trees. Reap the benefits of
a 90% efficient HVAC
system = lower utility bills.
Off-street parking spot & 4
blocks to Braddock Metro.
Call for a private tour.
1012 Pendleton St.

Joni Koons
703-209-7277

Greg Koons
703-209-7678
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but Councilman Frank Fannon said he
would never support it, and Councilwoman
Alicia Hughes has become increasingly
skeptical of the financial analysis.

“I think it’s time we all take a deep
breath,” said Smedberg, who offered the
motion to kick the can down the road. “We
need to examine what it really is that we
want.”

ALTHOUGH ANOTHER public hearing
had been contemplated for June 28 with
potential final action slated for June 29,
council’s action has delayed that until at
least September. The current plan is that
city officials add a second public hearing to
the September docket. A final vote could
come as soon as September, although con-
sidering the pace of the process so far that
seems unlikely. Mayor Bill Euille said he’s
willing to support the plan whenever it
comes up for a vote.

“I believe we are close,” said Euille, add-
ing that he expected action “If we can do it
in September, fine. But the vote certainly
doesn’t have to occur in September as long
as we can get it done sometime before the
next decade.”

Opponents of the plan have asked city
officials to consider purchasing the proper-
ties slated for redevelopment instead of al-
lowing developers to increase density and
construct hotels along the waterfront. City
planners responded last weekend, present-
ing a financial scenario laying out what that
would mean for the city’s bottom line. Ac-
cording to the Department of Planning and
Zoning, purchasing the three properties and
creating parks and cultural institutions
would cost a cool $220 million —ºadding
about $20 million to the city’s annual debt
service.

Kicking the Can on the Waterfront Plan

The Torpedo Factory, shown here in the 1920s, would become the central cultural anchor of the waterfront
plan if City Council members can agree on how to zone three properties slated for redevelopment.

Former Vice Mayor Andrew Macdonald speaks to opponents of the wa-
terfront plan shortly before a work session last weekend.
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“I think they attached a ridiculous num-
ber to it to say it’s unworkable,” said Boyd
Walker, chairman of the Greater Alexandria
Preservation Alliance. “ I think one reason
for that may be that they’ve been lobbied
pretty aggressively by the development
community.”

THE PLAN THAT is currently under con-
sideration would cost $51 million over 25

years and has changed dramatically since
winter when Planning Director Faroll
Hamer unveiled her vision for the next gen-
eration of development along the water-
front.

Hamer’s original
plan had an above-
ground parking ga-
rage constructed at
the western edge of
Waterfront Park, an
extremely unpopu-
lar part of the plan
that was later re-
moved. It also in-
cluded a 250-foot
pier that extended
from the foot of
King Street, a fea-
ture that was scaled
back significantly to
fit within the
boundaries of Alexandria.

“Those were all flashpoints in the discus-
sion that have been eliminated,” said
Donley, one of the plan’s strongest support-
ers. “And that’s because we have been re-
sponsive.”

How much more council members are
willing to move remains to be seen. Cur-
rent zoning would allow developers to build
about 350,000 square feet by right, mean-
ing they wouldn’t need to get a special-use
permit. The small area plan now under con-
sideration would more than double the al-
lowable density to 780,000 square feet caus-

“If we can do it in
September, fine. But the
vote certainly doesn’t
have to occur in
September as long as we
can get it done sometime
before the next decade.”

— Mayor Bill Euille

ing concern among many Old Town resi-
dents that the plan is out of scale for the
existing neighborhood.

“I’d like to see some other ideas,” said
Leslie Anderson, one of the 200 or so people

who participated in
a Saturday morning
protest along the wa-
terfront. “I think
they should give the
public a little credit
for being able to
handle choices about
what we’d like to see
on our waterfront.”

CHANTING “NO
HOTELS” on the
way to City Hall Sat-
urday, the protestors
arrived at City Hall
for the marathon

work session that lasted well into Saturday
afternoon. After a pep talk from protester
Katy Cannady, opponents sat silently in the
audience holding up signs that read “Don’t
Rezone the Waterfront.” The tactic was that
opponents would sit as silent witnesses in-
stead of jeering comments they found ob-
jectionable, a dramatic feature of other
meetings on the waterfront plan.

“We need to be a silent mob,” said
Cannady, who says it would be a mistake to
increase density at the three sites slated for
redevelopment. “A cold stare is all they need
to know.”
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See Bulletin,  Page 7

vices Board. “How are the kids
going to get to the program? Who
is providing transportation? There
are a lot of factors to consider.”

Poverty has gripped Alexandria
for many years. Since 1979, the
high rate of poverty in the city has
qualified the city for federal money
through the Summer Food Service
Program. Currently scattered
across 25 sites throughout the city,
the program offers meals to those in need
at recreation centers and churches. But even
if the program was operating at maximum
capacity, the city’s recreation program
would be able to serve 1,800 youths. Con-
sidering that only a fraction of the students
receive nutritional assistance during sum-
mer school, that leaves thousands of the
city’s neediest kids underfed and malnour-
ished.

“The reality is that child hunger isn’t just
an educational issue or a health issue, it’s a
moral issue,” said Republican Gov. Bob
McDonnell. “We must do everything we can
to make sure our most vulnerable children
are getting regular, nutritious meals, espe-
cially during the summer when they are
most at risk.”

LAST WEEK, McDonnell joined forces with
Academy Award winner Jeff Bridges and
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack to an-
nounce a new campaign against child hun-
ger in Arlington. Dubbed the Virginia No
Kid Hungry campaign, the VIPs assembled
at Barcroft Elementary School on South
Wakefield Street. The public-private part-
nership hopes to connect low-income chil-
dren to nutrition programs, including the
Virginia Summer Meals for Kids Program.

The idea is simple — parents can simply
call 211 to find summer meals sites near
them.

“Our children are hungry because we
have lacked a big-picture strategy to con-

Patchwork of Services Leaves Children Hungry

nect them to the nutritious food they need
to grow and thrive,” said Bridges, star of
“Tron: Legacy.” “The No Kid Hungry Cam-
paign provides that strategy.”

But implementing the strategy won’t be
easy. A review of city and school records
shows that feeding all those children will
be an operational challenge, even with the
help of Hollywood and Richmond. Enroll-
ment records show that a small percentage
of students attend summer school, about
one quarter of the high school popula-
tion and a much smaller fraction of el-
ementary school students. That means
thousands of children who would other-
wise receive free or reduced-price lunch
do not receive services at city schools or
recreation centers. School officials don’t
keep records of how many summer
school students qualify for free or re-
duced-price lunch, but the total amount
is likely to be less than half the demand.

“We don’t get everybody,” said Becky
Domokos-Bays, director of Food and Nu-
trition Services at Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools. “We know that.”

A NEW STUDY published last week by the
Food Research and Action Center shows that
jurisdictions across America have been let-
ting children fall between the cracks for
years. The report concludes that only one
in seven students who have access to the
National School Lunch Program during the
school year has access during the summer.

And despite record numbers of children be-
ing eligible for free and reduced-price
lunches during the 2009-2010 school year,
participation in summer nutrition programs
fell in 2010 nationally.

“If low-income children are going to have
access to the healthy food they need dur-
ing the summer months,” the report con-
cluded, “aggressive steps must be taken.”

A slumping economy drove increased de-

mand for services across Virginia just as
state officials were looking to slash budgets,
leaving many children caught in the middle.
Nationwide, according to the Food Research
and Action Center’s analysis, 83,000 fewer
students were served by the program in the
summer of 2010 than the previous year.
That’s why Kaiser Permanente of the Mid-
Atlantic States, the Sodexo Foundation, the
Walmart Foundation and Dominion Re-
sources have committed to offer more than
$300,000 for the Share Our Strength Pro-
gram, which operates in 12 other states and
will launch in five more next year.

“Our hope is that no Virginian ever has
to worry about where they’ll get their next
meal,” said Leslie Van Horn, executive di-
rector of the Federation of Virginia Food
Banks. “These programs are in place to pro-
tect our most vulnerable children, and we’re
thrilled to be working with our partners to
make sure that families know these pro-
grams exist year round.”

Courtesy Photo

Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell, center, speaks with Academy Award
winning actor Jeff Bridges, right, at Barcroft Elementary School in Ar-
lington to launch the Virginia No Kid Hungry Campaign.

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

EVERY SUNDAY
West End Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,

rain or shine, in Ben Brenman Park.
Primarily producer-only, every week offers
fresh, locally grown fruits, vegetables and
herbs; freshly baked breads, pastries and
desserts; artisanal cheeses and yogurt; free
range chicken, pork, beef and buffalo;
handmade, fresh pasta and oven-ready
meals; sweet, savory and smoky nuts; jams,
jellies, salsas and sauces; beautiful fresh cut
flowers and potted plants. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org.

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6 to 9

p.m. Clean up the community, the country,
the planet — meet with the Sierra Club at its
new NOVA Hub in Del Ray, 2312 Mount
Vernon Ave., Suite 206, Alexandria. RSVP to
Phillip Ellis, Sierra Club Field Organizer at
571-970-0257 or phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

ONGOING
Job opportunities for the summer 2011 are

available at the City of Alexandria Department
of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities.
Positions offer flexible schedules, competitive
wages, and range from camp leaders to
lifeguards, and cashiers to pool managers.

To see what the Department offers, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation. Positions are
open until filled. Call Wendy Irving, Human
Resources Technician, at 703-746-5513.

THURSDAY/JUNE 16
Aquatic Master Planning Consultants. 7 p.m.

The Alexandria Park and Recreation Commission
will host the City’s Aquatic Master Planning
consultants and receive an update on their
progress. At Samuel Tucker Elementary School,
435 Ferdinand Day Drive, Alexandria. Contact
Laura Durham, Open Space Coordinator, at 703-
746-5493 or email
laura.durham@alexandriava.gov.

Commission for the Arts - Youth Arts
Festival. 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Regular meeting in
collaboration with the Redevelopment and
Housing Authority. At the Dr. Oswald Durant

Memorial Center, 1605 Cameron St.,
Alexandria. Contact Cheryl Anne Colton at 703-
746-5565.

Public Health Advisory Commission. 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. At the Alexandria Health Department,
4480 King St., Alexandria. Contact Dean Bryant,
703-746-4956.

Alexandria Housing Development Corp. 6 to
7 p.m. Regular monthly meeting with
anticipated executive session as part of meeting.
At the Alexandria Housing Development Corp.,
801 N. Pitt St., Alexandria. Contact Mildrilyn
Davis, 703-746-4990.

Park and Recreation Commission Meeting.
7 to 9 p.m. At Samuel W. Tucker Elementary
School, 435 Ferdinand Day Dr., Alexandria.
Contact William Chesley,
william.chesley@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5426.

Commission for the Arts - Film Festival Exec.
Comm. 7 to 9 p.m. Meets at the Dr. Oswald
Durant Memorial Center, 1605 Cameron St.,
Alexandria. Contact Cheryl Anne Colton, 703-
746-5565.

SATURDAY/JUNE 18
Dedication of Ruby Tucker Park. 8:30 a.m.

The Honorable Mayor and members of City
Council invite the public to the dedication
ceremony of Ruby Tucker Park, 3500
Jefferson Davis Highway, Alexandria. The
Lynhaven Citizens Association will sponsor a
community celebration following the
dedication. Contact Jack Browand, Division
Chief, at 703-746-5504 or email
jack.browand@alexandriava.gov.

SUNDAY/JUNE 19
Fairfax Elderhostel Alumni Assoc.

Meeting. 2 to 4 p.m. Ambassador David
Newton will speak on “Yemen: The Middle
East’s Latest Hotspot.”  At George Mason
Public Library, 7001 Little River Turnpike,
Annandale.

TUESDAY/JUNE 21
Lupus Support Group. 7 p.m. The session is

led by a trained professional who
understands the challenges of lupus. Meets
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.,
Alexandria. Call or 202-349-1176 or 1-888-

Bulletin Board

“Our children are hungry
because we have lacked a
big-picture strategy to
connect them to the
nutritious food they need
to grow and thrive.”

— Academy Award winner Jeff Bridges

Students In Poverty
Division Students Percent of

eligible enrollment
Alexandria City 6,264 54 percent

Arlington County 6,515 32 percent

Fairfax County 45,276 26 percent

SOURCE: Washington Area Boards of Education
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349-1167 or e-mail info@lupusdmv.org.

SATURDAY/JUNE 25
Housing Opportunities Expo. 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. Registered exhibitors
include financial institutions, real
estate professionals, mortgage firms,
the association of home inspectors,
housing counselors, legal services,
insurance agents, property managers
and community-based housing
providers. In addition, 10 workshops
will be offered during the day on
topics ranging from “How to Improve
My Credit Score,” “Buying a
Foreclosure - Deal or No Deal,” and
“Looking to Rent - What You Should
Know.” At T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King St., Alexandria. Visit
www.nvaha.org/EXPO2011.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 29
Become a Foster Parent. 6 to 7:30

p.m. UMFS will hold a free, no
obligation orientation session for
prospective foster parents. Agency
representatives will be on hand to
answer questions and explain the
requirements to foster or adopt. At
UMFS, 5400 Shawnee, Suite 101,
Alexandria. Call 703-941-9008 or
visit www.umfs.org.

TUESDAY/JULY 12
“Two Successful Entrepreneurs.” 6

to 8 p.m. On creating businesses
during the recession. Co-sponsored
by the West End Business Assoc. and
Del Ray Business Assoc. Call 703-
772-6716.

John Marshall Bank announced
the addition of Pam DeCandio and
Ted Johnson to its team of banking
leaders. DeCandio, a senior vice presi-
dent, will be based in John Marshall
Bank’s Alexandria region. DeCandio
began her career in banking with
George Washington National Bank in
Alexandria in 1995. The bank was soon
acquired by Franklin National Bank
where DeCandio worked as an assistant
branch manager until December 1996.
In October 1997 she joined Virginia
Commerce Bank as the branch manager
of their Duke Street branch in Alexan-
dria. For the next 10 years, DeCandio
worked for Virginia Commerce Bank,
resigning in April 2007 as senior vice
president of Community Banking to join
Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust Company

Business Notes

as vice president of business develop-
ment.

Johnson, a regional executive, will
also be based in John Marshall Bank’s
Alexandria branch. He will be respon-
sible for lending and servicing loans

Legum & Norman, an Associa com-
pany, with the help of Associa Cares,
recently donated $1,000 to homeowners
in the Westridge Swim and Racquet
Club, who lost their investment home in
a fire. The investment property located
in Lorton, was severely damaged when
a candle left burning by the tenants
caused a fire in the home. The couple
suffered a total loss of their investment
property. Associa Cares also donated
$1,000 to the fund set up for the chil-
dren who survived the fire.
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By Maya Horowitz
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J
im Ambrogi turns the heat up to 105 degrees
before he starts his yoga class. “Sweating is
great because it’s a detox,” he says. “You’re

dumping the toxins out. It feels like you’ve been
wrung out.”

Ambrogi practices the original “hot yoga,” a style
developed by Bikram Choudhury in India about 40
years ago. This form of yoga is unique because it’s
the same routine each time. Every session, the same
26 postures are repeated twice in an unchanging
sequence.

“It really gives you a chance to see your progress
week to week and month to month,” said Ambrogi.
“You’re working your body from top to bottom, from
the inside out.”

But Ambrogi’s yoga studio is distinct for another
reason. His specialty is people with disabilities. He
has worked with paraplegics, amputees, geriatrics
and pregnant women.

“It’s one thing to teach yoga to teach people with
two arms and two legs. It’s another to teach people
who are missing any number of those limbs.”

Ambrogi is himself 60 percent disabled from his
time in Vietnam and Desert Storm but he doesn’t let
his disability slow him down.

“My big thing is I can work with anybody. Age
doesn’t matter, physical condition doesn’t matter. I
know how the body works. I can tell people what’s
wrong with their body.”

 Jim Ambrogi works with a student in his
“hot yoga” class at Bikram Yoga of Alexan-
dria.

Yoga Supports Military Families
Jim Ambrogi champions
ThanksUSA cause.

He opened his first studio in the area in August
2001. Now he runs a studio in Alexandria. To find
out more, go to http://www.bikramalexandria.com.

Thanks to a student, Michele Stork, Ambrogi has
become involved in the ThanksUSA program.

ThanksUSA is a non-profit organization that pro

Photo by Maya Horowitz/Gazette Packet

Image consultant Kara Allan talks to
“ambush victim” Shannon Murphy.

Coffee and a Makeover
Barista gets “ambush
makeover” from Circe Salon.

By Maya Horowitz

Gazette Packet

S
hannon Murphy thought she was coming into
work at Starbucks on Tuesday morning, June
14 for a mandatory sexual harassment semi-

nar. Instead, she became the first person to receive
an ambush makeover from Circe Salon and Spa.

Around 10:45 a.m., members of Circe Salon
showed up at Starbucks in preparation for the sur-
prise. The women stood out in their high heels and
fashionable clothing.

The target, Murphy, arrived wearing all black, no
makeup and her hair in bun. She seemed oblivious
to the tension in the air and went about her busi-
ness as usual.

Kim Powell and Kara Allan, the lead stylist and
image consultant for this makeover, stood in line.
When they got to the front, they said, “I’d like to
order Shannon Murphy for an ambush makeover!”

Immediately a crowd surrounded her and photo-
graphs started being snapped. Murphy turned bright
red but went along with the ambush. They blind-
folded her and put her in a car to take her to the
salon. At the salon, she seemed stunned but in good
spirits. They explained that they would be pamper-
ing her all day long from hair to makeup to a facial
to changing her wardrobe.

Allan, who took the lead on the makeover, spe-

cializes in “women who are in their fashion rut who
want to step up their game.” She said, “I’ve always

Waterfront Standoff
As waterfront plan protesters gathered at the foot of King Street

Monday morning, Alexandria Chamber of Commerce President
Tina Leone was walking her two Brittany Spaniels, Cassie
and Rita. The City Council’s work session on the plan was only
an hour away, but Leone said she would rather spend time with
the dogs than endure yet another marathon meeting about the
waterfront plan.

“Everybody knows we’re for the plan,” she said. “What more
do we need to say?”

A lot more needs to be said, apparently. This week, the Alex-
andria City Council decided to kick the can down the road and
make a final decision about the waterfront after the summer
recess. That leaves the dog days of summer for debating the
value of hotels and the logic behind increasing density at three
sites slated for redevelopment. Business interests are solidly be-
hind the plan, setting up a heated clash with Old Town resi-
dents. At issue is the amount of density the city would make
available to developers at the three sites.

“You want to get the right density to produce the effect you
need,” said Lonnie Rich, former chairman of the chamber and
former City Council member. “If the current density won’t allow
sufficient activity to make it be successful, then it’s reasonable
to consider increased density.”

When Plan B Fails
Last week, the Alexandria federal courthouse finished what

may well be the trail of the century for bank fraud. At least the
current century.

At issue was a sprawling $3 billion fraud scheme that dates
back to 2002, a time when Orlando-based mortgage-lending firm
Taylor, Bean and Whitaker was looking for a creative way to
meet its operating expenses, including payroll. Court records in
the case show TBW treasurer Desiree Brown worked with TBD
president Raymond Bowman in a scheme that would dupe
some of the country’s largest financial institutions. Last week, a
federal judge sentenced Brown to six years in prison and Bow-
man to two-and-a-half years in prison.

“Their crimes contributed to the failure of Colonial Bank and
the collapse of TBW,” said Assistant Attorney General Lanny
Breuer in a written statement, “ harming hundreds of share-
holders, investors and employees.”

It all began as a way to cover up losses from mortgage-backed
securities and other risky loans, moving money from one ac-
count to another. Then TBW launched what conspirators called
“Plan B,” selling nonexistent mortgage loans to Colonial Bank.
The bank purchased tens of millions of dollars of worthless as-
sets, a house of cards that would eventually come crashing down
at the Alexandria federal courthouse last week.

“These TBW executives helped pull off one of the largest, long-
est-running bank fraud schemes in history,” said Alexandria fed-
eral prosecutor Neil MacBride.

Making Lemonade
Old Town author Ethel Carol Talley says she’s spent most

of her life surrounded by lemons. Now she’s ready to make lem-
onade.

Later this month, Talley will release her self-published memoir
“The Heart of a Silent Cry.” It’s the story of a hard-knock life grow-
ing up in the foster care system of Washington, D.C. After her par-
ents were unable to care for her, Talley became a ward of the court
at six weeks. The book details her account of the psychological and
sexual abuse she endured while part of the foster care system in
Washington, D.C. Then the story descends into teenage pregnancy
and alcoholism before overcoming the odds and graduating from
Strayer University. Talley says she feels her story will be an inspira-
tion to anyone with a wounded child still locked inside.

“Unfortunately, that covers just about every man, woman, boy
and girl on the plant,” said Washington author Vikki Johnson
in the book’s forward. “After reading this book, men and women
will find it within themselves to stand up and be counted be-
cause they’ll realize what they have to say matters!”

— Michael Lee Pope

See Coffee,  Page 9

See Yoga,  Page 26
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had an obsession with make up and
clothes. I really enjoy helping women
change the way they feel about how they
look. It just changes your life.”

For Richard and Ellen Vlasak, the owners
of Circe Salon and Spa, the ambush
makeover idea was practical. “We needed
to come up with something that could get
us into the community and showcase our
talents from hair to makeup to
aestheticians.”

“This is just the beginning,” said Ellen
Vlasak. “This is exciting. This is fun.”

From Page 8

Business

Coffee and a Makeover

Photo by Maya

Horowitz/

Gazette Packet

Kim Powell
and Ellen
Vlasak lead
Shannon
Murphy into
Circe Salon.

The Vlasaks have owned Circe for just
over a year. Ellen Vlasak walked in to the
salon while she was in chemotherapy, with
very little hair and she said they treated her
“like a queen.” Two weeks later, she and
her husband bought the salon.

To learn more about Kara Allan, go to
www.karaallan.com.  To nominate someone
for an ambush makeover, email
makeovers@circedayspa.com. Include the
nominee’s full name, a contact phone, a
contact email, address pick up location and
nominee’s work schedule and a brief rea-
son for the nomination.
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People

Mr. and Mrs. George Townes Rison IV of
Ashland, Va., are pleased to announce the
engagement of their daughter, Mallory Ann
Rison of Alexandria to Sean Edward
Sutherland, also of Alexandria, son of Ms.
Joyce Egger Sutherland and Mr. Charles
Edward Sutherland of Alexandria.

The bride-to-be is the granddaughter of
Mr. and Mrs. David Alan Kelley of Glen
Allen, Va., and Mrs. Louise Sibold Rison of
Richmond, Va., and the late Mr. George
Townes Rison III. The groom-to-be is the
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Oskar Wilhelm
Egger of Alexandria and the late Mr. and
Mrs. Hugh Alfred Sutherland, formerly of
Alexandria.

Miss Rison is a graduate of Lynchburg
College, where she received a B.S. in spe-
cial education. She currently works as a
special education teacher at George Wash-
ington Middle School.

Mr. Sutherland is also a graduate of
Lynchburg College, where he received a
B.A. in sports management and a minor in
coaching. He currently is the owner and
operator of Rosemont Landscaping and
Lawn Care.

An October 2011 wedding is planned.

Ms. Jennifer Joy Wilson, of Alexandria,
and Mr. John William Wilson, III, of Port
Republic, Va., are pleased to announce the
engagement of their daughter, Jennifer
Lynne, to David Bennett Sade, son of Dr.
and Mrs. Robert Sade of Charleston, SC.

Miss Wilson is the granddaughter of Mrs.
John William Wilson Jr. and the late Mr. John
William Wilson, Jr. of Port Republic, Va., and
the late Captain and Mrs. Frank Manson of
Falls Church, Va.  Miss Wilson earned a BA in
German from Wake Forest University, where
the couple met, and received a Fulbright grant
to live in Germany.  She is currently a gradu-
ate student in Georgetown University’s School
of Foreign Service.

Mr. Sade is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs.
Howard Frierson Vincent, Sr. of Lynchburg,
S.C., and the late Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sade
of Clearwater, Fla.

Mr. Sade earned a BS in finance from
Wake Forest University and is a financial
consultant at FI Consulting in Arlington.

A July wedding in Alexandria is planned.

The Fund for Alexandria’s Child invites
the community on its 8th annual cruise on
Friday, June 24, to benefit foster youth. The
cruise, which boards at the Cherry Blossom
in Old Town Alexandria, offers music and
dancing, buffet, drinks, desserts, raffle and
a silent auction.

The Fund for Alexandria’s Child helps
youth by giving them the opportunity to
enjoy experiences others take for granted.
One hundred percent of all donations go to
the youth. With the funds, the organization
provides family visits, holiday gifts, emer-
gency needs, and extra curricular activities
for foster youth.

The reception begins at 7:30 p.m. and the

Rison and Sutherland Are Engaged

Mallory Ann Rison and Sean Ed-
ward Sutherland

Wilson and Sade Are Engaged

Jennifer Wilson and David Sade

Cruise To Aid Foster Youth

cruise departs at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $75
per person (adults only). Music is provided
by The Road and Michael George. For tick-
ets call 703-746-5663 or e-mail
thefundforalexchild@alexandriava.gov. For
more information, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/thefundforalex-
child.
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I
t’s a time to celebrate the amazing ac
complishments of area teens. They’re
graduating from high school, many af
ter completing college level work in Ad-

vanced Placement and International Baccalau-
reate programs, for more than a year, earning
scholarships and entry to college.

Some are accomplished athletes, ending high
school careers as leaders on the field,
demonstrating the benefits of practice
and discipline, understanding more
about what it means to work in a team
than many adults ever will.

Some have excelled in theater, learning stage
management, teamwork of different kind, com-
plex tasks including lines, music, and more.

Local high school students pursue all sorts
of music with passion. They are involved in
many other arts, including photography, paint-
ing, sculpture.

There are teens who devote themselves to
community service. They volunteer at home-
less shelters, work on environmental projects,
help in hospitals, animal shelters and nursing
homes. Some have raised money for relief ef-
forts in Haiti or Japan or the Gulf Coast.

It’s not surprising that some of these teens
are celebrating in a variety of ways. You can
see photo slide shows of many area proms at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com.

Now the word of caution.
Many, many high school students consume

alcohol, usually to excess. It’s easy to forget,
when high school students present themselves

with maturity, with discipline, with in-
telligence, that they are, in fact, high
school students. Their brains are not
fully developed. They are not fully
equipped to make what could turn out

to be life and death decisions, especially in
group settings. They still need guidance, pro-
tection, reminders, safeguards and safety nets,
mostly from their parents.

During the summer, nearly twice as many
teenagers die in traffic crashes than at other
times, according to the Washington Regional
Alcohol Program www.wrap.org. There have
been some devastating examples of this locally.

The most important thing for parents to do
for their teenagers is to talk to them. Even if
your teen tries to deflect what you’re saying,
the information is still working its way into

his or her brain. Tell them you love them. Tell
them it’s been too much work to get them to
this point to risk losing them.

Tell them not to text and drive. Tell them
not to drink and drive. Tell them not to get in
a car with anyone driving who has been drink-
ing. Tell them you’ll come pick them up any-
time that they need a safe ride home.

WRAP offers tips, facts and strategies on their
website.

Correcting a
Mother’s Day Error

Because of an internal communications er-
ror, The Gazette didn’t receive many of the
Mother’s Day photos submitted to us by read-
ers until late last week. We’re so sorry we
missed Mother’s Day, but you’ll find those pho-
tos at http://bit.ly/iCiJcS.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

on Twitter @marykimm

Amazing Teens Time to celebrate their talents
and accomplishments, and to
keep them safe.

Editorial

Class Gift
The students in this year’s Confirmation Class at Beth El Hebrew Congregation
decided to give their class gift of $600 to Beth El House, a transitional housing
program for previously homeless mothers and their children. At the confirmation
service Sunday, June 12, are, from left, Kyle Fedder, Joshua Wolf, Danny Wang,
David Silverman, Sean Burstein, Rachel Narcho, Sophie Frank, Laura Jacobs, Carrie
Kramer, Pilar Curtis, Mia Blackman and Alana Whitman. Nina Strauss presents the
check to Milinda Selden, chair of Beth El House.

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 18

Lost Time
In School
To the Editor:

Students in Alexandria are not

meeting standardized benchmarks
of achievement. To address that,
Superintendent Sherman has been
trying to find a way to increase the
amount of instruction time each
year, but he has faced significant

roadblocks in how to make that
happen. More time means more
expense, and every minute added
to the school day and/or every day
added to the school year is bound
to meet with opposition from fami-

lies who have other ideas about
how to use that time.

I believe there is a compromise
that would solve everyone’s con-
cerns — we can extend the instruc-
tional year by 10 full days with-
out changing the calendar or add-
ing minutes to each day, by sim-
ply teaching class the last two
weeks of the year.

Right now, the school year effec-
tively ends June 8, although stu-
dents and teachers continue to
report to school through June 21.
I have a daughter in elementary
school and a son in middle school,
and both have ceased to have any
classroom instruction as of June
8. The buses are running, the
teachers are reporting to work, the
kids are up and out the door at the
usual time, but classroom instruc-
tion has been replaced with mov-
ies, field trips, and class picnics.

I can well understand keeping a
day or two at the end of the year
for a class picnic and some extra
recess. But to essentially stop
teaching for almost two full weeks
is a waste of time and resources. I
cannot fathom why we do not take
advantage of the full existing
school year for instruction if we’re
considering lengthening the
school year and/or the school day.

I am not exaggerating the extent
to which instruction has effectively
ceased to take place at the end of
the school year. Yesterday (June 9)
my son spent the entire day walk
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See Recreation,  Page 42

By McKenya

Dilworth-Abdalla

Nannie J. Lee Memorial

Recreation Center

T
he Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural
Activities is at it again.

The Department was selected as a
hosting site to celebrate Olympic
Day because of its winning pro-
posal submitted by the Nannie J.
Lee Memorial Recreation Center.

The Olympic Day Celebration
Event at Nannie J. Lee Memorial

Recreation Cen-
ter, 1108
Jefferson St., on
Friday, June 17

at 5 p.m., features sporting activi-
ties, a musical concert and visits
from Olympians. The Olympians’
visits were coordinated by the
National Recreation and Parks As-
sociation.

We are honored to be have Jon
McCullogh and Arlen Limas join
us this Friday to stress the impor-
tance of the ideals of the Olym

Celebrating
Olympic Day

Recreation
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ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
Celebrates the Class of 2011

Back Row L-R: Annika Papke, Andrew Vallaster, Julia Bucholz, Madison Muldrow, Hannah Smythe, Daniel Bonnit, Charlotte
Simmons, Neil Kenney, Laura Conner, Cameron Heyder, Stephanie Santizo-Bonilla, Charlie Schonberger.
Middle Row: David Milligan, Lexi Magnuson, Jack Rodgers, Nina Davila, Angelo Leitner-Wise, Lizzie Wood, Ben Dunbar,
Lara Al-Laham, Wellington Goddin, Katie Gallagher, Andrei Enache, Kate Miller, Lucas Gomez-Acebo.
Front Row:  Paul Bearman, Kelly Bauer, Noah Abbe, Ny’a Palacio, Matt Moscoso, Ava Scott, Alex Muldrow, Grace Girard,
Christian Muckerman, and Emily Siegfried.

The graduates will be attending the following schools in the fall:  Bishop Ireton, Bishop McNamara,
Christchurch School, Edison High School, Episcopal High School, Field School, Foxcroft
School, Friendly High School, Gwynn Park High School, George Mason High School,
Gonzaga College High School, Potomac High School, Sidwell Friends School, St. Albans
School, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, T.C. Williams High School, West Potomac High
School, and Woodbridge High School.

About Alexandria Country Day School:
Alexandria Country Day School is an independent K-8 school serving the metropolitan Washington, DC
area. Founded in 1983, the community school serves 240 students in one building, promoting interaction
among the grade levels and fostering leadership principles. For more information, visit the school’s web-
site at www.acdsnet.org. Stop by over the summer to see our new gymnasium, dining hall, and perform-
ing arts center! We are proud of our growth and continued support of the ACDS community.
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ABC
DISTRIBUTORS

2633 South Shirlington Road, Arlington
703-979-1171

www.abcdistributor.net

“Yes Virginia, there is a good
Hardware Store and

Lumber Yard that is convenient!”

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS!!
8 am to 1 pm and M/F 6:30 am – 5pm
Come in and check us out.

ABC Distributors serving the
building/remodeling industry in

Alexandria/Arlington for over 40 years.
Open to the public. Competitive pricing.

Hardware, Lumber,
Building Supplies, Tools,

Plumbing, Electrical, Paint,
Sundries & Garden Supplies

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Opinion

By Elizabeth Johnson

 Chair of the Alexandria

Commission for Women

I
’m not feeling you. It’s not happening.
What’s the rush? I am not ready. These
are just a few of the ways that the Alexan-

dria Campaign on Adolescent Pregnancy
(ACAP) lets young people in our city know that,
“There is More Than One Way to Say No to
Sex.”

ACAP is a coalition of youth, citizens, city
agencies and community groups dedicated to
reducing teenage pregnancy in Alexandria.
Since 2000, ACAP has helped prevent adoles-
cent pregnancy through culturally and age ap-
propriate education, advocacy, technical assis-
tance, direct service prevention programs and
public awareness.

With a strong presence in the Alexandria City
Public Schools and beginning efforts at North-
ern Virginia Community College, ACAP tries
to reach teens where they are and where they
spend their time.  ACAP publishes a teen glossy
magazine called Get Real, targeted to Alexan-
dria teens, their questions and concerns. Have
a question? Teens (or their parents) can text
the word SEX or ACAP to 30644 to ask ques-
tions about love, sex and relationships.

The website for ACAP, alexgetreal.com, is a
treasure trove of information on abstinence,
reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, sexually trans-
mitted diseases and more.  Alexgetreal.com is

directed to teens and to parents.
Parents searching through alexgetreal.com

can find suggestions for starting conversations
about sex and risky behaviors. They can pre-
pare themselves for effective communication
with their teenage children through online
quizzes, such as “Am I an Ask-able Parent,” or
“How Would I Respond,” and lists, like “What
Teens Want to Know.”

In addition to pregnancy prevention, ACAP
also helps teens and parents navigate the world
of healthy and unhealthy relationships.

On alexgetreal.com, teens can find a local
telephone number to call for further advice if
a teen suspects that he/she is in an unhealthy
relationship. Parents can also access this
helpline if they suspect a teen to be in a
troubled relationship. The number is 703-746-
4911.

The efforts of ACAP are paying off. The three-
year rolling average teenage pregnancy rate
for Alexandria has dropped from just under
60 pregnancies per 1,000 girls in 1999, to
about 45 per 1,000 girls in 2009. This is a 25
percent reduction in the teen pregnancy rate
for Alexandria, compared to a 15 percent re-
duction for the state over the same time pe-
riod.  The rate includes girls ages 10-19. ACAP’s
goal is another 20 percent reduction in the teen
pregnancy rate between 2010 and 2015.

To be most effective, ACAP needs the sup-
port and involvement of teenagers, parents and
other members of our community. If you are

interested in helping with the efforts of ACAP,
there are many ways you can participate.

1) Host a parent discussion or Home Health
Party. Do you or your friends want to brush up
on reproductive health topics (puberty, con-
traception, safer sex, etc.)? Do you want tips
on how to talk to your kids about risky behav-
ior? Invite friends, neighbors and family to
your home for a workshop and discussion on
these topics, how to get involved and/or ways
to prevent adolescent pregnancy in the com-
munity. The ACAP coordinator can come to
your home and lead a discussion for you and
your friends.

2) Join the Alexandria Campaign on Ado-
lescent Pregnancy. ACAP meets on a quarterly
basis at City Hall. Get involved in a sub-com-
mittee that puts ACAP’s action plan to work.
We are especially looking for community mem-
bers who have experience in public relations,
marketing, public policy and/or fund devel-
opment.

3) Mentor a child or a pregnant/parenting
teen. Mentoring is one of the most effective
ways to decrease adolescent pregnancy, crime,
drug abuse, poor school performance and gang
involvement. The Alexandria Mentoring Part-
nership is looking for 300 adults to pair up
with kids of all ages. Visit alexandriava.gov/
mentoring for more information. If you want
to mentor a pregnant or parenting adolescent,
visit the Naomi Project at naomiproject.org for
more information.

A Stroller Doesn’t Go with this Outfit

To learn more, contact the ACAP Coordinator, Becky Griesse, at
703-746-5030 or Rebecca.griesse@alexandriava.gov.More
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KING STREET CATS ADOPTIONS!
We have the pitter patter of tiny paws…

and big paws at our cat orphanage.

Come see if the new love of your life is at 25 S. Dove Street in Alexandria
(off Duke Street by Pet Sage) every Saturday and Sunday from 1:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. We also need temporary foster homes for kittens!

Directions and additional information is available on our website at
www.kingstreetcats.org or call (703) 231-7199.

Waterfront Fun Days
Celebrate Old Town
Every Sunday in June,

1PM-4PM
Enjoy Art and Musical entertainment

in the Alexandria City Marina,
located behind the Torpedo Factory Art Center.

Special thanks to

Presented by the
Alexandria Waterfront
Committee, Torpedo
Factory Artists, Art
League, Alexandria

Archaeology, and the
Alexandria Seaport

Foundation.

Do you or your loved one suffer
from PARKINSON’S DISEASE?

Alexandria Fairfax Neurology, PC
703 453 8017

Have you or your loved one developed unusual behaviors
like, seeing, feeling or hearing things that are not really there?
If so, those eligible may qualify for a clinical research study
with an investigational medication for this condition.
Investigational drug and study related procedures and
assessments are provided at no cost to you.

For further information, please call

Me & My Dad

Dad takes his boys to see the Army - Air
Force Game: Bret, Cole, and J.R. Newman
in November of 2010.

Native
Alexandrian
Robby White
with his chil-
dren Ella, Jack
and Cecilia.

Bradley Veney and son Kai on one of their
many father and son days. They enjoy
hitting the trails on their four-wheelers
and spending quality time relaxing.

Daryl Mull of Alexandria enjoys  a day at
the beach with son Brady, 4, and daughter
Mary Kate, 7.

Mike Sloper of
Alexandria walks his
daughter Katie
Sloper Johnson
down the aisle on
her wedding day,
May 7, 2011.

Chris Krese, along
with daughter, Elle,

and son, Chip,
savor the winner’s

circle with Light-
ning McQueen and

Mater at Disney’s
Hollywood Studios

in Orlando.
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From Page 12

Letters

See Letters,  Page 21

ing from GW middle school to
Old Town and back, with the time
in between being spent having
lunch and a tour of the Carlyle
House (in 100 degree heat). While
I’m sure he and his friends listened
attentively during the tour of the
Carlyle House, as an educational
experience it hardly replaces the
time he could have been spending
in his math, science, and language
arts classes that were canceled.
The rest of his school year involves
canoeing and other field trips. At
the same time, my daughter’s TAG
classes have ended for the year, so
she will get no further instruction
in math or language arts. They will
be watching movies instead.

If we were stuck with a school
year that was just too long to fill
with academic instruction, I’d be
the first to recommend a few good
movies to watch. But here we are
faced with a fight over the expense
and hassle of trying to make the
school year and the school day
longer, and we’re frittering away
two entire weeks at the end of the
year. And I haven’t even men-
tioned the week before Christmas
break.

Let’s use the time we have in the

school year before we even con-
sider adding more time to it. Can’t
we all get behind this? The kids
would say “no” — until you tell
them that you want them to go to
school in August as the alternative.
I know my son would drop the
tour of the Carlyle house in a
heartbeat if given that choice.

Matt Petersen
Alexandria

Already
Congested
To the Editor:

Last Thursday I drove up King
Street from Pitt Street. I was go-
ing to The Lamplighter to get a
lamp fixed. The traffic was stop
and go and a lot of the licenses
were from out of state.

I realize that Alexandria de-
pends heavily on tourism and that
adding a hotel on the waterfront
and more restaurants is designed
to increase revenue. On the other
hand, it will also add more traffic
to our already over-burdened
streets. It will also encourage the
establishment of shops geared
more toward tourists rather  than

residents.
Do we want Alexandria to be a

working city geared toward pro-
viding its citizens needed goods
and services or will Alexandria be
a historical façade with no sense
of community?

Carolyn Ostrom
Alexandria

Sharing Dad’s
Wisdom
To the Editor:

Not a day goes by where I don’t
speak with my dad. He’s still teach-
ing and I have much to learn.

It’s true he’s been gone from me
for more than 21 years but his
presence in my life has never been
greater.

Let me be clear: It’s Dad’s “life
lessons” during my formative
years that have propelled Michael
and Son Services to become the
company it is today. It’s Dad’s prac-
tical schooling that has been the
catalyst for our growth and com-
munity acceptance and OK, I’ll
take credit for being an unusually
good student.

I was just a wet-behind-the ears

kid of 19 when Dad died unexpect-
edly, June 1, 1990. That dark day
was a Friday. On Monday, three
days later and after I borrowed the
money to bury him, I took over his
company and haven’t looked back.
Dad wouldn’t have wanted me to
do anything else; “Move forward,”
I could hear him say, and move
forward I have.

Truth be told, I didn’t know I was
being schooled in a different type
of classroom when I assisted Dad
on his truck in the late ‘70s and
‘80s. There was no name for it then
— but today I’ve referred to those
times as “Man Education 101.”
How else to explain a high-
schooler being able to take a
$250,000-a-year business with
one truck and turn it into a $40-
plus million-a-year company with
more than 200 service vehicles?
That’s not a boast, that’s a son’s
humbled comment knowing he
made his Dad’s dream become re-
ality. My father’s was the fabled
American dream — a 1968 jour-
ney from Palestine to this country
with only a sixth-grade education
and few English-speaking skills.
But that didn’t stop Mousa or
“Mike” as he wanted to be called;
he simply out-worked his compe-
tition.

Dad’s exhortation to me that ‘no
is not an acceptable answer’ con-
tinues to play a huge role in my
business focus. And it’s for that
reason, along with the great
people that work for this company
that we’ve prospered despite a dif-
ficult economy.

So this is my Father’s Day salute
and on June 19, I will surely pause
to remember Dad as I do every day.
But more than anything, today I’m
all about building upon Dad’s wis-
dom, laying the foundation that
helps my kids — the grandchildren
he never knew — remember their
grandfather. Because of him and
his wisdom, they’ll know that their
dad:

❖ Will love them no matter
what;

❖ Will always want to do stuff
with them … work stuff, study
stuff and fun stuff;

❖ And will always be there for
them in a crisis or otherwise … no
holds barred;

Dad taught me by example. And
so, by example, I’ve been thinking
lately: maybe my kids should see
their old man go back to school
and continue the college educa-
tion he had to abandon in his
freshman year? I’ve been kicking
it around, so I think I’ll discuss it
with Dad. He’ll tell me what he
thinks. He always does.

Basim Mansour
(Proud ‘Son’ of Michael

and Son Services)
The writer is president of Michael and

Son Services, founded in 1976 and head-

quartered in Alexandria with offices in
Richmond and Norfolk, and Philadelphia,
Penn.

Overdue
Collection
To the Editor:

Alexandria Library would like to
thank Karen Ann DeLuca for writ-
ing a Letter to the Editor (“Limit-
ing Library Losses”) last week. In
response, I would like to state that
Alexandria Library is one of the
last library systems in Northern
Virginia to contract with a collec-
tion agency. Compared to other
library systems, we were long
overdue. Before we met with
Unique Management Systems
(UMS), we benchmarked other li-
brary systems’ success stories with
UMS. Because UMS only has li-
brary systems as clients, they are
uniquely qualified to help library
systems recover long overdue ma-
terials, our primary goal, and to
recover uncollected fines and fees.
Although we have made it easier
for patrons to pay fines and fees
with a credit card, it still made fis-
cal sense for us to contract with
UMS.

Ironically, as Ms. DeLuca sug-
gests that we charge patrons a
“nominal membership fee” to join,
we are planning our 75th celebra-
tion of becoming a free public li-
brary system. From 1794 to 1937,
Alexandria Library was a “sub-
scription” library, one which
charged patrons to join. By not
charging patrons to join, especially
those who can’t afford materials,
we truly offer equal access to all.
Again, thank you Ms. DeLuca, and
we appreciate your being a faith-
ful library patron.

Rose T. Dawson
Director of Libraries

Alexandria Library

Problems with
Special
Education
To the Editor:

The following letter is addressed to
Superintendent of Schools Morton
Sherman.

On behalf of the Alexandria
Black and Hispanic Concerned
Women, we appreciate the oppor-
tunity to dialogue with you regard-
ing serious concerns in getting
appropriate resources and oppor-
tunities for our youth in the Spe-
cial Education Program in the Al-
exandria Public School System
(ACPS). We have been meeting
with parents who are very frus-
trated with the lack of services
documented in their children’s
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BORNEO & MYANMAR ADVENTURE TRIP Feb. 20-March 8 ............$8880
CALL FOR DETAILED ITINERARY!

TURKEY, Oct. 13-24 .......................................................................... $2399
Includes Air from Dulles, 10 Nights Hotel with Daily Breakfast, 7 Dinners, Daily
Sightseeing Transfers.

WILMINGTON, N.C., Sept. 25-28,.....................................................$599
Includes Motorcoach transportation, 3-Nights Hotel with Daily Breakfast, 2
Dinners, 2 Lunches, Sightseeing, Boat ride, Wine Tasting, Movie Studio Tour,
Turtle Rehab Center.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM

THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Bethany Lutheran Church
2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306

BEGINNING JULY 3:
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible classes
10:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

PandaMania!
Vacation Bible School

July 25 - 29 9:00am to 11:30am
A free program for the Bethany family

and the surrounding community

Visit our VBS Website:
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/

BethanyVBSAlexandria

(703) 765-8255
More info (703) 765-8255
or www.bethany-lcms.org

WWW. GOLDWORKSUSA.COM

1400 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-683-0333

Among other choices,
Dad still loves cuff links!

See Letters,  Page 21

Opinion

By Katharine Medina

Rebuilding Together Alexandria

I
mproving your home’s energy effi-
ciency is just as important in the sum-
mer months as it is during the win-
ter. Our non-profit’s volunteers

weatherize many low-income clients’ homes
in the fall for cold weather, but year round
attention to increased efficiencies help save
money on utility bills and protect the envi-

ronment.
There are many low-

cost and low-skilled im-
provements that can be

made within your home, yielding high effi-
ciencies.

By weather stripping, caulking, sealing air
gaps and outlets, and installing insulation,
our volunteers are able to reduce the
amount of air infiltrating many of our cli-
ents’ homes. Replacing incandescent light

bulbs with compact
fluorescents will use up
to 75 percent less elec-
tricity and last up to 13
times longer. And pro-
grammable thermostats
allow our clients to save
money off summer’s air
conditioning bills.

Home air conditioning became popular
after World War II and is now a staple in
most homes. To get the most out of your
central air conditioner, you should follow
some easy maintenance steps: be sure to
keep the outdoor condenser unit free of
debris, monthly clean or change the air fil-
ter, yearly clean the indoor coil, fan blades
and fan enclosure area, and clean the drain
line once a year.

Some of the homeowners we serve don’t
have a central air system, so our volunteers
install ceiling fans. And while fans don’t

actually reduce the temperature, they have
a wind-chill effect. An efficient ceiling fan
can reduce your energy bill up to 40 per-
cent in the summer, using only as much
energy as a 100 watt light bulb. Be sure to
look for an Energy Star rated fan and con-
sider:

❖ Size: For rooms greater than 144 square
feet, use a fan with a blade span of 50 to 56
inches. In rooms up to 144 sq ft, blade spans
of 42 or 44 inches will work. Smaller rooms
should use a fan with a 32-inch blade span.

❖ Blades: Look for a blade pitch of at least
14 degrees, which is excellent for maximum
air movement efficiency.

❖ Lighting: Consider if you need the fan
to be a source of light as well.

❖ Controls: These make the difference
between a fan that is merely functional and
a fan that offers convenience, energy effi-
ciency, and even home security advantages.

More ways that you and our clients can

conserve energy … even if you have an en-
ergy efficient dishwasher, you can use it
more sensibly, saving water and electricity.
Just practice these steps: don’t rinse dishes
before loading them, load your dishwasher
to its max, use the air-dry option, and run
it during the night.

By following some simple energy efficient
steps that our volunteers use in many homes
across the city, you too can decrease your
utility bills and ‘be cool’ during these hot
summer months!

Contact Rebuilding Together Alexandria
if you know of homeowners in need, includ-
ing elderly, disabled, military veterans and
families.

If you’d like to volunteer or donate, visit
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org or call
703-836-1021.

For more tips on greening your home or
to test your green housing IQ, visit the How-
To section on our website.

Summer: Time for Staying Cool, Saving Cash

Commentary

Find us on Facebook and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/connectionnewspapers

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 37

IEP’s. Their frustrations and red
tape trying to voice their concerns
with the appropriate administra-
tors motivated them to seek out
the support of not only our group,
but the assistance of the National
Association for Colored People
(NAACP), and other respected
community advocates.

Parents with children in the Spe-
cial Education Program recently
attended the school board meet-
ing sharing their children’s di-
lemma, as well as, their concerns
regarding a Special Education
teacher proposed termination
from the T.C. William High School,
even though parents said she has
provided the students with excel-
lent instructions and badly needed
support.

Some parents appear to be in-
timidated and admit that they do
not understand the Individualized
Education Program (IEP’s). The
booklet entitled “Your Family’s
Special Education Rights prepared
by the Virginia Department of Edu-
cation Division of Special Educa-
tion and Student Services” states
that IDEA says that each student
that a school identifies as having
a disability and who needs special
education and related services to
benefit from their education is

entitled to a Free Appropriate Pub-
lic Education (FAPE) and that
(FAPE) must be provided in the
Least Restricted Environment
(LRE). This means that, as much
as possible, given the educational
needs of a child, each child with a
disability will attend class and par-
ticipate in other activities with
children without disabilities. To be
more specific, “Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improve-
ment Act of 2004” (IDEA), a Fed-
eral Law governing the education
of students with disabilities re-
quires that families be informed of
their special education rights in-
cluding how families and schools
working together can resolve the
problems. This law should be the
guideline for developing the best
learning environment to meet the
needs of all our children.

Never the less, the scope of prob-
lems in the ACPS Special Educa-
tion Program are extremely vast,
but we have asked our parents to
brainstorm and write down areas
of concern that must be addressed
within the ACPS administration to
improve opportunities for all our
children rather than a select few.

It is worthwhile to note, that
parents identified teachers as a
valuable resource. They deserve to
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dents per year and since 1998 has helped
over 5,000 Virginia students graduate
and find employment. Trout plans on
attending WyoTech Technical College in
Blairsville, Pa., while pursuing a degree
in Diesel Technology.

Students under CTE attending Alexan-
dria and Fairfax County high schools are
eligible to apply for the scholarship. Ap-
plicants are reviewed based on future
goals, courses taken, financial need and
teacher recommendation and must pur-
sue their education in a post-secondary
setting.

To learn more about CTE programs,
visit http://www.acps.k12.va.us/career/
or contact Sherri Chapman at 703-824-
6633.

T.C. Williams seniors Shaquille
Taylor, left, and Timothy Trout
were awarded $2,500 scholar-
ships through the Rotary Club of
Alexandria Career and Technical
Education award program June
7 at Belle Haven Country Club.
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People

C
elebrity chef Cathal Armstrong
and his wife and business part-
ner Meshelle expanded their
list of Alexandria establish-

ments with the June 8 opening of Virtue
Feed and Grain, an American fare restau-
rant located in the old Olsson’s bookstore
building on the waterfront in Old Town.

“The grand opening was crazy, but in a
good way,” said builder Murray Bonitt, who
specializes in historic renovations and over-
saw the transformation of the former book-
store. “We had over 650 people there and
have seen capacity crowds every night since
then.”

The restaurant formally opened for din-
ner June 10 and will begin serving lunch
sometime the week of June 20.

“We call this a ‘New American Tavern’
with a focus on really good food in a com-
fortable atmosphere,” Bonitt added. “It’s
been one long year of hard work to finally
get it opened but it was worth it.”

— Jeanne Theismann

PhotoS by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Alexandria Deputy Fire Marshall Buchanan jokes with a group of
firefighters outside the entrance of the newly opening Virtue Feed &
Grain on Wednesday evening, June 8.

Virtue Opens in Old Town

Celebrity chef Cathal Armstrong and
builder Murray Bonitt celebrate at
the opening of Virtue Feed & Grain in
Old Town June 8. The restaurant
occupies the old Olsson’s bookstore
building along the waterfront on
South Union Street.
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The interior furnishings were selected from D2 Decorium Design in
Alexandria.

Cappie Award Winner
Virginia Tucker, a freshman at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School won
the Cappie for Lead Actress in a
Play for “Our Town” at the 12th
annual Cappies Gala at The
Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C. on Sunday, June 12. “I feel so
blessed, right now — it’s an
honor,” she said. “I think how real
and true ‘Our Town’ was, with real-
life themes of love and death, and
we had an amazing cast. The
power of storytelling can connect
and inspire people, and that’s why
I act.”

By Svetlana Avellan

Gazette Packet

T
.C. Williams High School seniors
Shaquille Taylor and Timothy
Trout were the recipients of the

Rotary Club of Alexandria Career and
Technical Education Scholarship Award
(CTE) June 7 at Belle Haven Country
Club, where each received a $2,500
scholarship for post-secondary studies.

The Rotary Club created the CTE schol-
arship in 1991 to reward students who
complete a CTE program in high school.
CTE offers programs such as technology
education, marketing, trade and indus-
trial, health and medical sciences, and
business and information technology. In
addition, the instructional programs pro-
vide opportunities for industry
credentialing.

Taylor completed the technical draw-
ing program, which includes education
in engineering and architectural draw-
ing. Taylor earned his AutoCAD certifi-
cation, which takes six to 12 months to
complete. The AutoCAD program pro-
vides potential designers, engineers and
architects the knowledge of the most re-
cent AutoCAD design software. Taylor
will attend Hampton University in Hamp-
ton, Va., while pursuing a degree in ar-
chitecture.

Trout completed the automotive tech-
nology program and is currently in the
Jobs for Virginia Graduates program. The
program serves 1,250 high school stu-

Receiving $2,500
Scholarships
Career and Technical
Education students at
TC awarded.
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People

T
he Rotary Club of Alexandria, in
partnership with the Alexandria
Day Nursery and Children’s
Home, continued its decades-

long tradition of awarding grants to local
nonprofit organizations with the presenta-
tion of $76,000 to 25 organizations at the
annual Contributions Day luncheon June 14
at Belle Haven Country Club.

The Alexandria Rotary Foundation,
funded through events such as the signa-
ture Taste For Giving gala, donated $40,000
to local organizations dedicated to serving
an array of needs in the community. Alex-
andria Day Nursery and Children’s Home,
originally established in the 1930s as part
of the Rotary Club, awarded $36,000 to
nonprofits primarily focusing on the needs
of children.

“We’ve been awarding grants as long as I
have been in Rotary, and that is 31 years,”
said longtime club member John Woods.
“But until Taste For Giving, our funds were
much more limited to the $10,000 level. It’s
rewarding to see the impact our efforts have

Representatives of 25 local nonprofits received grants totaling $76,000 at the Rotary Club of Alexandria’s
Contributions Day luncheon June 14 at Belle Haven Country Club.
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Local Nonprofits Awarded $76,000
Rotary Club, Alexandria
Day Nursery distribute
yearly grants.

on so many worthy organizations in the city.”
The Alexandria Rotary Foundation grant

recipients are: Alexandria Tutoring Consor-
tium, First Night Alexandria, Computer
C.O.R.E., Community Lodgings, The Child
and Family Network Centers, The
Campagna Center, SCAN (Stop Child Abuse
Now) of Northern Virginia, Alexandria Sym-

phony Orchestra, ALIVE!, Goodwin House,
Center For Alexandria’s Children,
Carpenter’s Shelter, Alexandria Choral So-
ciety, Friends of Guest House, Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria, Alexandria Neighbor-
hood Health Services, Alexandria Seaport
Foundation, KI Services and the Scholarship
Fund of Northern Virginia.

Alexandria Day Nursery and Children’s
Home grant recipients include: Resurrection
Children’s Center, Beverley Hills Church
Preschool, Valley Drive Cooperative Pre-
school, Westminster Preschool, ALIVE! and
The Child and Family Network Centers.

— Jeanne Theismann

Robert Wetherby
Shaw

Robert Wetherby Shaw, 94 of Alexandria,
died at Goodwin House on May 4, 2011.
The son of the late Wilber Duane and
Marion Wetherby Shaw, he was born on Feb.
20, 1917 in Minneapolis, Minn. Marian
Grey Mitchell Shaw, his wife of 42 years,
died in 1993. He is survived by his son,
Robert W. Shaw, Jr. and his wife, Martha
Dare Marks of Alexandria; his daughter,
Anne Shaw Hanson and her husband,
Randall Tyler Hanson of San Diego, Calif.;
and three grandchildren, Tyler Shaw
Hanson and Erika Grey Hanson of San Di-
ego, Calif. and Marian Hardaway Shaw of
Alexandria. He is also survived by his sis-
ter, Janet Shaw Lingamfelter of Lago Vista,
Texas and numerous nieces and nephews.
His sister, Mary Shaw Randolph of Minne-
apolis, Minn. and his brother, John Putnam
Shaw of Bethesda, Md. predeceased  him.

Mr. Shaw moved with his family to Wash-
ington D.C. in 1937. He received his un-
dergraduate and graduate degrees in eco-
nomics from George Washington University.
He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during
World War II as a field telephone lineman
in the field artillery battalion in the Pacific.
For 10 years, he was employed with the
State Department as a Foreign Service Of-
ficer. He worked for the Federal Govern-
ment for 38 years. At the time of his retire-
ment, he was a financial economist with the
International Finance Division of the Com-
merce Department. His interests included
fly fishing, bird hunting, golf, tennis, and

visiting France.
Graveside services will be held at Ivy Hill

Cemetery, 2823 King St., Alexandria, at 11
a.m. on Saturday, June 18, 2011. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to the Goodwin House Foundation,
4800 Fillmore Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia
22311. Arrangements by Demaine Funeral
Home in Alexandria.

William B. Sutton
William Bernard Sutton, 61, of

Woodbridge, died Sunday, June 5, 2011 in
Stafford County.

Mr. Sutton was an avid fisherman, crab-
ber and hunter.  He was affectionately
known by his family as “Uncle Billy Claus.”

Survivors include his mother, Mary
Sutton; his son, Lance Sutton; his daugh-
ter, Danielle Sutton; his sisters, Linda Sites
and her husband, Larry, Cindy Omundson
and her husband, Greg “Vinnie”, Kathy
Bartell-Roberts and her husband, Danny,
Mary Beth Treadway and her husband, Eric;
his brothers, Chris Suttton, John Sutton and
his wife, Kathy, Paul Sutton, Robert Sutton
and his wife, Sandy; his grandchildren,
Tristen Harris, Lauren Sutton, Colten
Sutton; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Mr. Sutton was preceded in death by his
father, William Howard Sutton; his brother,
James Michael Sutton; and a grandson,
Landon Harris.

A Mass of celebration was held June 10
at St. Mary Catholic Church in Alexandria.

In lieu of flowers, online donations may
be made in his name to Capital Caring at

Obituaries

www.capitalcaring.org.
Online guest book at

covenantfuneralservice.com.

Barbara
Whitlock

Barbara Elizabeth Whitlock of
Woodbridge, formally of Alexan-
dria, lost her battle to cancer on
Friday, June 10, 2011 at her
home.

She is preceded in death by
her parents Paul and Susan
Ziegenfus and a grandson
Wesley Allen Whitlock.

She is survived by her beloved
husband Bill Whitlock of 47
years, her four children Willy
Whitlock of Petersburg, W.V.,
Debbie Gecan (Greg) of Dale
City, Va., Tonya Halterman (Mike) of Peters-
burg, W.V. and Karen Wratchford (Larry)
Maysville, W.V.; 12 grandchildren; four step
grandchildren; a great-grandson and two

step great-grandchildren; One brother
Donald Ziegenfus (Jan); two nieces of
Greensburg, Ind., and many cousins.

Barbara had a heart of gold and was loved
and admired by many people. Her laugh-

ter, love for her family and
life in general will be
dearly missed. Barbara
loved many things in life
one being able to watch
her grandchildren
whether it was a dance
competition, a football,
basketball, baseball or
softball game or just to
have them around to bake
cookies and shop with.
She was also a devoted fan
of the Washington
Redskins.

The family received
friends at Mount Castle Funeral Home in
Dale City, on Tuesday, June 14. Services
were held Wednesday, June 15. Interment
followed at Quantico National Cemetery.

Send announcements to the Gazette Packet, by
e-mail to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the following
week’s paper. Photos and artwork encouraged.
Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with ques-
tions.

Full Circle Communications, LLC, cel-
ebrates its 15th anniversary in June. Alexandria
resident Paula Tarnapol Whitacre is principal of
the company, which provides writing and edit-
ing services. Since 1996, Full Circle has worked

Business Notes

on more than 300 print and online publications
for nonprofits, government agencies, and com-
panies. For more information or to subscribe to
a free monthly newsletter on writing tips, visit
www.fullcircle.org.

Samueli Institute of Alexandria, involved
in integrative medicine research, has recently
been recognized as one of the 2011 Best Places
to Work in Virginia, ranking 11th in the small
business category.
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ports.  In addition, bus-loads come
from points within day-trip dis-
tance of the Memorial. Washing-
ton-area volunteers meet the chal-
lenge and are the keys to the
operation’s success.

Known as the “ground crew,”
they: greet arrivals with cheers,
music and pomp; push wheel-
chairs; provide food and water;
and act as tour guides. Each smile
reinforces the words “Thank you.”

Reagan National “greeters” usu-
ally number between and 60 and
100, the record being over 200.
About 50 volunteers have been
trained as “guardians;” they push
wheelchairs and remain the entire
day as a personal assistant to a
veteran.  Boeing is noteworthy
because it conducts in-house train-
ing classes and, on short notice,
can provide up to 30 “guardians”
when needed.  The “tour guides,”
who also remain on the bus an
entire day, number about 20.

“My Dad was in the Navy for 4
years and in both theatres, Pa-
cific and then European, until the

From Page 3

News

WWII Veterans Visit as Guests of Honor Flight

Join The Ground Crew
To volunteer, send your name, address,

email address, telephone number and the
type of activity that interests you.

For Reagan National, send the information
to dca.honorflight@gmail.com.

For Dulles, send the information to
heroeswelcomeiad@comcast.net

Michael McMorrow/Gazette Packet

Owen Beirne, Jr., greeter and
volunteer communicator.

war ended” and “Once I
attended a flight arrival,
I realized how much it
meant to these vets,” is
the way Owen Beirne, Jr.
explains his involve-
ment.  “It is a gift to be
able to do it each time”
and arrivals are never
the same. Beirne is vice
president in the Wash-
ington office of Merrill
Lynch and he notes the
firm is generous in sup-
port of Honor Flight; for
example, to keep volun-
teers informed and on
schedule, Beirne ac-
cesses his employer’s
email system.  His fam-
ily is supportive, too,
and all have participated
in airport ceremonies.

“It’s a joy to take part
in welcoming the veterans,” said Nancy Griffith who
lives in Clarendon.  “I have attended dozens of ar-
rivals and you can tell that we make them happy.”
Griffith reports that her employer, the Congressional
Federal Credit Union, strongly endorses Honor Flight
Network.

vides need-based scholarships to the chil-
dren and spouses of military veterans. Each
scholarship is $3,000 and allows for the
recipient to go to 2-year or 4-year college,
or technical or vocational school. The or-
ganization hopes to provide about 500 such
scholarship this year, said Stork, the execu-
tive director.

Founded in 2005 by two sisters,
ThanksUSA stands for Treasure Hunt Aid-
ing Needs of Kids and Spouses of those serv-
ing the United States of America. It is com-
prised of both the scholarship program and
a national treasure hunt that raises aware-
ness and funds for the cause.

As a veteran, Ambrogi felt a personal con-
nection to the cause. “It’s important to take
care of the family so the soldier can stop
worrying about that and do his job.” He
began advertising for ThanksUSA in his

classes, contacting other studio owners and
holding a weekly raffle as an incentive to
donate.

“We appreciate the generous support of
Jim Ambrogi and his students, along with
his challenge to other Bikram studios na-
tionwide,” said Stork. “Jim’s studio alone has
raised enough money to fund a new schol-
arship for one of the many military spouses
and children who come to us for educational
assistance. We are grateful to all the Bikram
studios who participated in this special cam-
paign. With their support, we will be able
to thank many more military families with
the gift of education.”

Ambrogi says, “Soldiers want to know
that they’ve got the support of the people
back home and what better way than some-
thing like this?”

To learn more or donate, go to
www.thanksusa.org.

From Page 8

Hot Yoga Supports Military Families

Interns at the Alexandria Gazette Packet spent June 2 at the Alexan-
dria Detention Center learning about the facility and law enforce-
ment procedures from Lieutenant Tom Dumproff, watch com-
mander and sheriff’s department information officer Harry Covert.
Pictured are Svetlana Avellan, Missouri State University senior;
Maya Horowitz, recent College of William and Mary graduate;
Yorktown High senior Ross Sylvestri; T.C. Williams seniors Thomas
Conner and Liam Malakoff; Dumproff; Jeanne Theismann, Gazette
Packet, and Covert.

Touring Detention Center

Michael McMorrow/Gazette Packet

Nancy Griffith of Clarendon ex-
tends a heartfelt welcome to a
WWII veteran.  At left is SSgt John
Cogley, from Iowa but stationed at
Fort Belvoir; he represents the
many active duty members of the
armed forces who greet the service
men and women of an earlier era.

 Andrew Leighton
is one of the musi-
cians and enter-
tainers who add
color to arrival
festivities.  He lives
in Lyon Park and is
“very proud of
having welcomed
nearly 100 flights.”

The students in the Documentary Studies
class at T.C. Williams H.S. have produced and
published a book documenting the stories of se-
lect T.C. Williams alumni. Mayor Bill Euille is one
of the showcased alumni, as is actor Dermot
Mulroney and award-winning documentary film-
maker Christopher Quinn. Many other less
well-known but equally interesting alumni are
included as well.  Information about the book can
be found at www.wearethetitans.com.

The following students from Alexan-
dria will attend Virginia’s 2011 Governor’s
School for Humanities and Visual & Performing
Arts at Radford University:  Jonathan R. Forbes,
Matthew S. Mirliani, Grace E. Montgomery,

Paloma M. Alcala, Catherine L. Beall, Charlotte
L. Clinger, Joseph J. Powers, Hannah L. Dempsey,
Yvonne E. Fox, Holly A. Curtis, Shannon M.
Power, Joanna M. Morgan, Leigh A. Orleans, and
Emma S. Brown.

The four-week session will be June 26 through
July 23. The students will attend classes taught
by university faculty members in the humanities,
visual and performing arts to explore fields that
they are considering as career options.

Maria Aleksandrova, the daughter of
Michael and Yana Babson of Alexandria, was
named to the dean’s list at Randolph-Macon
Academy for the second quarter of the 2010-11
school year. Maria is a junior at the Academy.

School Notes
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Entertainment

C
elebrate the rich di-
versity and talent of
the community at the
Fifth Annual Del Ray

Music Festival on Saturday, June
25. Scheduled from 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. on the Mt. Vernon Recreation
Center Fields at 2701 Common-
wealth Avenue, the Del Ray Mu-
sic Festival will include music,
food, games, and a chance to ring
in the summer with friends and
neighbors, no admission fee re-
quired.

Chaired by Kate Moran, long-
time Del Ray resident and lead
singer in her own band, the festi-
val is organized with the support
of an all-star group of Del Ray citi-
zens. The festival will feature a
variety of music including jazz,
blues, folk, country, Celtic, Reggae
and rock. The majority of the mu-
sicians who will take the stage are
residents of the neighborhood as
well — something that makes this
an extra special show for the per-
formers and gives everyone a
chance to hear some wonderful
local talent.  This year’s festival,
headlined by Emmet Swimming,
also features local favorites like the
Justin Trawick Group, Johnny

Fifth Annual Del Ray Music Fest
Grave and the Tombstones and the
Walkaways.

“When you look out into the
crowd and see friends and neigh-
bors, it reminds me that, even
though we live just outside of a big
city, the small town vibe is still
alive and well here in Del Ray,”
said Dave Dodd, front man for the
local band Elroy Jenkins.

The festival will be continuing
its collaboration with the National
Capital Area Affiliate of Guitars
Not Guns, which will be raffling
off a signed guitar and will have
the Harley String Band perform-
ing on its behalf.

Two additional activities will be
occurring in conjunction with the
festival this year.  The first is Del
Ray Music Week, taking place from
June 20-24, which will host local
musicians as they perform along
“The Avenue” at local Del Ray
businesses.  The second is a
Thumb Wrestling Tournament, to
occur at the festival, and will be a
fundraising activity to raise money
for purchase of a mobile stage to
be used at Del Ray activities held
throughout the year.

The day will also feature games
for the kids and food from neigh-

borhood favorites Evening Star, Piz-
zeria Del Ray, Taqueria Poblano, and
Pork Barrel BBQ.

This festival is made possible by

the support of its sponsors, most
notably Jennifer Walker and Bobi
Bomar, both Alexandria Realtors.

For information on sponsorship

The Del Ray Music Fest is Saturday, June 25 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on the Mt. Vernon
Recreation Center Fields at 2701 Commonwealth Ave. in Alexandria.

opportunities, e-mail
info@delraymusicfestival.com.
Visit the Web site at
www.delraymusicfestival.com.

Artists and nonprofits in Al-
exandria are kicking off the
summer in style at Market
Square June 18-19. Artists,
musicians, crafters, artisans
and food vendors will take over
the Square for the 31st Old
Town Arts and Crafts Festival
and Volunteer Fair on Saturday,
June 18 from 1-6 p.m.; and
Sunday, June 19 from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m.

The Old Town Arts and
Crafts Festival features live
acoustic performances by local
musicians. Alexandrians Peter
and Alison Lattu have been ar-
ranging the festival’s entertain-
ment for 31 years and note that
“many (festival performers)
have been nominees or win-
ners of Wammies — the Wash-
ington Area Music Association
Awards.”

Volunteer Alexandria is hon-
ored to include these featured
musicians:

Saturday, June 18:

Alexandrians Suzanne Ives
and Michael Dunkley of Bump-

Live Music Line-up for 31st Arts & Crafts Festival
kin Pie, joined by even more
Alexandrians David Kitchen and
Scott McKnight, dish up some
Americana goodness to get the fes-
tival going.

Jean Bayou, president of the
Songwriters Association of Wash-
ington, joins with Ron Goad to
sing her own Blues-inspired Folk
and Folk-inspired Blues.

Sense of Wonder plays an inven-
tive concoction of Contemporary
Folk tunes. The duo is also known
throughout the area as Rick &
Audrey as they entertain kids and
families.

Sunday, June 19:

Lisa Taylor, singer/songwriter,
guitarist, drummer, Wammie win-
ner and popular area performer,
plays it once more with feeling to
start off the festival’s second day.

Austin Ellis, a North Beach, Md.,
native now in Nashville via D.C.,
comes back home to deliver his
soulful R&B grooves.

Janine Wilson, Wammie award
winning singer/songwriter joins
Kevin Dudley of rockabilly group
Atomic Hillbilles renown, to wrap

up the festival on a striking sul-
try roots-rock note!

The event is sponsored by
Sue and Marty Goodhart of Sue
Goodhart and the Goodhart
Group, St. George Gallery of
Old Town Alexandria and
HonestAire.  Local artist and art
activist Leisa Collins is also a
supporter and Bittersweet
Catering~Café~Bakery pro-
vides gift donations. For more
information on sponsorships,
contact Susan Townsend,
s t o w n s e n d @ v o l u n t e e r
alexandria.org.

The event is free and open to
the public. Locals and visitors
can enjoy the sunshine and
tunes while perusing artist’s
wares. It’s a place to find
unique items, creative hostess
gifts for summer travels, last-
minute Father’s Day gifts as
well as updated information
about emergency prepared-
ness, alternative transporta-
tion, and volunteer opportuni-
ties. For more information
about the musicians and the
festival, visit
www.volunteralexandria.org.

Pretty People Vintage Grand Opening

Annie Lee

Pretty People Vintage — helmed
by Annie Lee, formerly of Annie
Creamcheese — will celebrate its
opening in historic Old Town with
private parties and special promo-
tions June 30 through July 3.

Visitors to the store will receive
special discounts, treats inspired
by the store’s playful animal
theme, and the chance to win a
surprise designer item, to be re-
vealed via the store’s Facebook
page on June 29 at noon;
commenters to that post receive an
extra chance to win the item.
Those who “like” Pretty People on
Facebook will be the first to know
about discounts, giveaways, and
new items from Pretty People.

Schedule

❖ Wednesday, June 29: Designer
giveaway item revealed via Pretty
People’s Facebook page

❖ Thursday, June 30: Private
VIP party: Party Animals

❖ Friday, July 1: Private VIP
party (evening): Vintage Gone
Wild

Public Grand Opening begins
(store hours): Wild card sale
(draw for 15 to 30 percent off one
item, excluding some designer
items), gifts with purchase and

animal-themed treats and jungle
juice all weekend long, plus
chance to win designer item.

❖ Saturday, July 2 – July 3: Pub-
lic Grand Opening continues: Wild
card sale (draw for 15 to 30 per-
cent off one item, excluding some
designer items), gifts with pur-
chase and animal-themed treats
and jungle juice all weekend long,
plus chance to win designer item.

Pretty People Vintage is located at 108
N. Patrick Street in Old Town Alexandria;
call 703-739-2522.  Go to
www.prettypeoplevintage.com.
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E LE TASTEVIN FINE WINES
Hannah and Timothy consider themselves

matchmakers. They get to know you and

using their great knowledge of wine they

can suggest something that you will

enjoy. They taste, critique and choose

wines that represent exceptional taste

and value for their customers.

1309 King Street, 571.970.6903 ,

letastevinva.com                 

F PRETTY PEOPLE
We have a celebrity stylist in Old Town.

She has dressed some A-lister’s and now

she has chosen Alexandria for her newest

venture in vintage clothing. Eclectic and

vintage pieces in a artistic setting inspire

ideas for individual style that Annie Lee

can help you turn into successful and

memorable looks.

108 N Patrick Street, 703.739.2522,  

www.prettypeoplevintage.com 

3 SISTERS A
A great new boutique at the bottom of King Street

with the philosophy that mom’s and daughters

should have a place where they can shop together

and not feel like they have broken the bank.

Brought to you by the family who has owned the

very successful Classics & Country in Mount Vernon

for many years!

213 King Street, 703.888.2471 ,

www.shop3sisters.com 

C LOU LOU
This fabulous spot for all your favorite

accessories has come to Old Town. Lou Lou, a

privately owned boutique that started in

Middleburg in 2005, has been spreading

throughout the metropolitan area and has just

opened their 9th shop on the corner of King

and S. Lee. There is something there for

everyone, even a comfy sofa for the husband.

132 King Street, 703.299.9505,

loulouboutiques.com

B ZOE BOUTIQUE
The shoppers of Old Town welcome

Zoe! Susan Gerock carries the

latest styles from Rebecca Taylor,

Tracy Reese, Velvet, Chan Luu,

Graham & Spencer and LiaMolly in

her darling boutique.

130 S Union Street, 571.970.6324,

shopatzoe.com

Photos by Louise Krafft

© Google Map data

Talk of the Town is an Alexandria Gazette Packet feature.

Questions, comments, or suggestions can be e-mailed to

thewanderer@connectionnewspapers.com.

Nothing makes The Wanderer’s

heart beat faster than the scent

of a new merchant in his town.

He has had a successful hunt

lately and is proud to present his

findings to readers. He is part

bloodhound, you know.

The New Kids on the Block

D BOCCATO GELATO &

ESPRESSO BAR
Opening any day now, just in time

for summer heat!

1014 King Street, 703 869-6522,

boccato.com
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EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6 to 9 p.m.

Clean up your community, your country, your
planet — meet with the Sierra Club at its new
NOVA Hub in Del Ray, 2312 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Suite 206, Alexandria. RSVP to Phillip Ellis, Sierra
Club Field Organizer at 571-970-0275 or
phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays and Sundays

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Covers the changing role of
African Americans on the estate, views on George
Washington from the perspective of Union and
Confederate supporters, and the Washington-
Robert E. Lee connection. At Historic Mount
Vernon. These tours are limited in capacity and
cost $5 in addition to Estate admission: $15
adults; $7 children (6-11); free for children 5 &
under. Visit www.MountVernon.org or call 703-
780-2000.

FRIDAY/JUNE 17
Mount Vernon Swing Band. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Cost is $4/door. Dancing to a live band led by
conductor Owen Hammett. Light refreshments
provided by Paul Spring Retirement Community.
At Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

Olympic Day. 5 to 8 p.m. Features planned sporting
activities, a visit from an Olympian, coordinated by
the National Recreation and Parks Association,
and a performance by NU ERA. At Nannie J. Lee
Memorial Recreation Center, 1108 Jefferson St.,
Alexandria.

JUNE 17 AND 18
“Setting Sail” Concert. Friday at 7:30 p.m.;

Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Part of the
Alexandria Singers’ Spring Pops Concert. At First
Baptist Church of Alexandria, 2932 King St.,
Alexandria. Tickets are $5 to $20. Call 703-941-
7464. Visit www.AlexandriaSingers.com.

SATURDAY/JUNE 18
Hooray For Books! Birthday. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Hooray For Books! Children’s Bookstore is turning
3 this month. Balloons, face painting, and three
visits from the fabulous Froggy (11 a.m., 1 p.m.
and 3 p.m.) At 1555 King Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-548-4092.

African Heritage Cultural Festival. Noon to 6
p.m. Featured performers include Sandra Johnson,
contemporary jazz; SAMO’O and the band JFC,
with Caribbean sound; Elikeh, Afro funk music;
and the Michael Stephens Project (MSP) R & B.
Additional performers include the Alexandria
Community Children Theater (ACCT); Hot Topics
All Stars Cheer Group; Recreation Center youth
performances; and performances by the Alfred
Street Baptist, Roberts Memorial United Methodist
and Shiloh Baptist church groups performances. At
the Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901
Wythe St., Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation, or call 703-
746-5592.

SUNDAY/JUNE 19
Father’s Day Cruise. Celebrate Father’s Day

aboard the Odyssey and the Spirit of Washington,
offering musical entertainment, dancing and
cuisine.  Cruises are priced at $69.90 per adult and
$34.95 for children ages 3 – 12; sailing from 10:30
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and again from 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
To book, call 866-404-8439 or reserve online.

Free Father’s Day Tours. Three Alexandria
museums will offer free tours on Father’s Day for
all visiting fathers — Gadsby’s Tavern, Apothecary
and Friendship Firehouse Museums. Gadsby’s
Tavern, from 1 to 5 p.m.; at 134 North Royal
Street, Alexandria. Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, from 1 to 5 p.m.; at 105-107 South
Fairfax Street, Alexandria. The Friendship
Firehouse Museum, from 1 to 4 p.m.; at 107 South
Alfred Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org.

Family Tour Day. 1 to 4 p.m. Special tours hosted
by Junior Docents who will be stationed at each
stop on the tour, including the taproom,
bedchambers, ballroom, assembly room and
dining room. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242
or visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

Waterfront Walking Tour. 12:30 to 4 p.m. Meet
at the Alexandria Archaeology Museum. Event
takes place on the waterfront at foot of Cameron
Street near Gazebo and Food Court. Sponsored by
Alexandria Archaeology.

Fairfax Elderhostel Alumni Assoc. Meeting. 2
to 4 p.m. Ambassador David Newton will speak on
“Yemen: The Middle East’s Latest Hotspot.” At

George Mason Public Library, 7001 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale. Call Rebecca Prather on
703-534-2274.

TUESDAY/JUNE 21
Mt. Vernon Genealogical Society. 1 p.m. Free.

Features a presentation on “Introduction to the
Library of Congress Manuscript Division” by Bruce
Kirby. At the Hollin Hall Senior Center, Room 112,
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Call Harold
McClendon at 703-360-0920 or
haroldm@erols.com.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 22
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6. With

DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South
Pickett St., Alexandria.

THURSDAY/JUNE 23
Music at Twilight Concerts. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Featuring the Alexandria Citizens Band - The City’s
Oldest Performing Arts Organization. At Fort Ward
Park Amphitheater, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.,
Alexandria. Contact: Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5592.

JUNE 24 THROUGH JULY 10
“The Solid Gold Cadillac.” Presented by

Aldersgate Church Community Theater. Show
dates are June 24, 25, July 1, 2, 8, 9 Fridays and
Saturdays, 8 p.m.; June 26, July 3, 10 Sunday
Matinees, 3 p.m. Advance tickets are $14/adults;
$11/youth/senior. Tickets at door are $15/adults
and $12/youth/seniors. At Aldersgate United
Methodist Church, 1301 Collingwood Rd.
Alexandria. Visit www.acctonline.org or call 703-
660-2611.

FRIDAY/JUNE 24
Barbershop Bonanza. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.

Featuring The Harmony Heritage Singers
Barbershop Chorus. Also featuring Fo Pas, Sliders
and Cliché. Sponsored by the Mount Vernon
Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. At
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall
Lane, Alexandria.

Alexandria Citizens Band Concert. 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. The City’s Oldest Performing Arts
Organization. At Market Square, 301 King St., Old
Town Alexandria. Contact: Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5592.

Charity Cruise to Aid Foster Children. 7:30
p.m. dockside reception; 8:30 p.m. departure.
Tickets are $75/person. Fostering the Future
Cruise for The Fund for Alexandria’s Child. Aboard
the Cherry Blossom paddle wheel boat at the City
Marina at Cameron and Union Streets in Old
Town. To reserve your space, call 703-746-5663 or
visit thefundforalexchild@alexandriava.gov.

“Glee.” 7:30 p.m. Featuring Cadence, a quartet of
singers from Canada; ethnic music and dance from
the Indonesian Youth Choir-Cordana; and Pan-
African music from South Africa’s Wits Choir.

Tickets are $10/adults; $8/students and seniors.
At the George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Purchase tickets by
calling 703-683-6040 or visit
www.classicalmovements.com/dc.

Golf Fundraiser. 2 p.m. Mount Vernon High School
will host the first annual Michael M. Skinner Golf
Classic. Shotgun start on the Woodlawn Course of
Fort Belvoir. Cost is $125/person and proceeds go
to fund student programs at Mount Vernon High
School. Registration forms can be downloaded on
the MVHS website http://www.fcps.edu/
MtVernonHS.

SATURDAY/JUNE 25
Concert. 7:30 p.m. Chantry presents music of

William Byrd for Saints Peter and Paul. Tickets are
$30/$15. At St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4342

Civil War Sharpshooters. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Reenactors representing Civil War “Brady’s
Michigan Sharpshooters” come to Fort Ward
Museum and Historic Site for a special living
history program. Featured activities will include a
rifle display and presentation, skirmish drills,
camp life scenarios, and a bugle call
demonstration to illustrate how riflemen moved
and fired by signal calls. At Fort Ward Museum,
4301 West Braddock Road. Call Fort Ward
Museum at 703-746-4848 or visit
www.fortward.org.

Del Ray Music Festival. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Headlined by Emmet Swimming, also features
local favorites like the Justin Trawick Group,
Johnny Grave and the Tombstones and the
Walkaways!  Includes jazz, blues, folk, country,
Celtic, Reggae and rock music.  In addition to the
music, the day will feature games for the kids and
food from neighborhood favorites Evening Star,
Pizzeria Del Ray, Taqueria Poblano, and the award
winning Pork Barrel BBQ. Along Mount Vernon
Avenue and at the Mount Vernon Recreation fields
at 2701 Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.delraymusicfestival.com.

Brady’s Michigan Sharpshooters. 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Free.  Reenactors representing the Civil War
“Brady’s Michigan Sharpshooters” come to Fort
Ward Museum and Historic Site for a special living
history program. At Fort Ward Museum, 4301
West Braddock Road, Alexandria. Call 703-746-
4848 or visit www.fortward.org.

Northern Virginia Housing Opportunities
Expo. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Free.  The City of
Alexandria will host the first Northern Virginia
Housing Opportunities Expo at T.C. Williams High
School, 3330 King Street, Alexandria.  The Expo
will feature more than 70 exhibitors and
workshops in five languages on a range of issues
related to renting, homeownership, and home
improvement. Visit www.nvaha.org/EXPO2011.

SUNDAY/JUNE 26
Villa Synfonia. 3 to 4 p.m. Featuring the San

Francisco, CA (String Orchestra). At Market
Square, 301 King St., Old Town Alexandria.

Contact: Maureen Sturgill,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5420.

TUESDAY/JUNE 28
Hands-On Civil War Activities. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Free. Try on Civil War clothing, decode secret
messages, learn about life in a Civil War hospital
and more. For ages 3-12 and their caregivers. At
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax Street,
Old Town Alexandria. Call Carlyle House at 703-
549-2997 or e-mail carlyle@nvrpa.org

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 29
Author Talk. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free. “Crash Into

Me” author Liz Seccuro will speak about her new
book. At Duncan Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave., Alexandria.

DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6. With
DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South
Pickett St., Alexandria.

Summer Concert Series. 8 p.m. Free. The U.S. Air
Force Band — The Airmen of Note perform at T.C.
Williams High School, 3330 King St., Alexandria.
Call 202-767-5658 or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

Lunch Bunch Concert. Noon to 1 p.m. With  Folk
by Association (Eclectic Acoustic). At Canal Center
Plaza, 44 Canal Center Plaza, Old Town
Alexandria. Contact: Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5592.

JUNE 30
Christmas in June. 5:30 p.m. Dinner and

Candlelight Service for military families and
friends. The church service at 7:30 p.m. will be a
traditional Christmas Eve Service with candlelight,
carols, and communion. This event is for all
military families and friends who were unable to
spend the Christmas holidays with their loved
ones. At Trinity United Methodist Church, 2911
Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria. Call 703-549-
5500. Make reservations at
www.trinityalexandria.org.

SATURDAY/JULY 2
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The

market boasts amazing artwork from local artists,
music from multicultural musicians and great food
from local restaurants. At Colasanto Park in the
heart of Del Ray.  Free and open to public.
www.TheDelRayArtisans or
DRA.AlexandriaArtMarket@gmail.com to apply.

SUNDAY/JULY 3
Family Tour Day. 1 to 4 p.m. Special tours hosted

by Junior Docents who will be stationed at each
stop on the tour, including the taproom,
bedchambers, ballroom, assembly room and
dining room. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242
or visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

WEDNESDAYJULY 6
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6. With

DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South
Pickett St., Alexandria.

SATURDAY/JULY 9
Meade Skelton. 8 to 10 p.m. At St. Elmo’s Coffee

Pub in Del Ray, 2300 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Call 703-739-9268.

“Reconciliation and the Elaine, Arkansas
Race Riot of 1919: Forgive or Forget.”
Film screening at 4:30 p.m. Free. Part of Movies
With a Mission program.  At the Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-746-4356. Visit www.alexblackhistory.org

THURSDAY/JULY 14
Michael DeLalla in Concert. 7 p.m. Tickets are

$10. Part of the Second Thursday Music. At The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Call
703-548-0035 or visit nvfaa.org.

SATURDAY/JULY 16
Civil War Spotlight Talks. Free. Explore Civil War

Artillery Projectiles. 30-minute talks from 10 a.m.
to noon; and 2 to 4 p.m. Learn about a variety of
Civil War-period ammunition, from a 100-pounder
Parrott shell to a Ketcham hand grenade. At Fort
Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road,
Alexandria. Visit www.fortward.org or call 703-
746-4848.

SUNDAY/JULY 24
Family Tour Day. 1 to 4 p.m. Special tours hosted

by Junior Docents who will be stationed at each
stop on the tour, including the taproom,
bedchambers, ballroom, assembly room and
dining room. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242
or visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

THURSDAY/JUNE 16
“In Black and White.” 6 to 8 p.m. Photography by Nina Tisara and Peggy Fleming. “In Black and White”

highlights two different aspects of African American life and culture. Tisara’s series “United in the
Spirit” focuses on worship in Alexandria’s African American community, while Fleming’s work “Crown
Me!” looks at the social life of one group of African American men and a traditional American pastime.
Meet the artists at the opening reception on June 16, 6-8 p.m. At the Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe Street, Alexandria.
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Summer Specials
• Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse

• Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
• Fresh Jumbo Softshell Crabs

   • Cold Salmon Platter
     & Cold Soup Trio

                           • Avocado Crab Salad

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

African Heritage
Cultural Festival
Saturday, June
18, 12-6 p.m.

By Maya Horowitz

Gazette Packet

The African Heritage Cultural
Festival is taking place on Satur-
day, June 18 from noon to 6 p.m.
at the Charles Houston Recreation
Center, 901 Wythe St., Alexandria.

 “It’s one of the oldest festivals,
next to the Irish Festival,” said
Cheryl Lawrence, regional pro-
gram director for the Department
of Marketing, Public Relations and
Special Events for the City of Al-
exandria. “It’s been around since
the 1970s.”

This year’s theme is “Reaching
Back Moving Forward,” and it
highlights African American his-
tory from the Civil War to the
present.

Featured performers include
Sandra Johnson, contemporary
jazz; SAMO’O and the band JFC,
Caribbean sound; Elikeh, Afro
funk music, and the Michael
Stephens Project, R&B. Additional
performances will include the Al-
exandria Community City Theatre,
Hot Topics All Stars Cheer Group,
Recreation Center youth perfor-
mances, and performances by the
Alfred Street Baptist, Roberts Me-
morial United Methodist and
Shiloh Baptist church group per-
formances.

There will also be a film festival
in the Alexandria Black Museum,
a showcase of traditional arts and
crafts, and various exhibits and
workshops.

“We asked vendors to be really
creative,” said Lawrence. Guests
will have a chance to “win door
prizes or just walk away with some
keepsake.”

Between 500 and 1,000 people

are expected to attend. Mayor
William Euille and members of the
City Council will be arriving
around 3 p.m.

In terms of food, Lawrence said
there will be “all the good stuff”
from BBQ sandwiches to ice cream
to hot dogs and hamburgers.

“We hope people walk away
empowered and with a little more
knowledge about African culture,”
said Lawrence. “It’s about under-
standing our differences but how
we are all the same. How it
evolved into how we are today and
looking at the future.”

The City of Alexandria’s Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities and the African
Heritage Cultural Festival Commit-
tee are cosponsoring the festival.
The Alexandria Black History Mu-
seum and the Office of Historic
Alexandria helped plan the festi-
val.

The festival will take place rain
or shine. In the case of inclement
weather, activities will be moved
inside the Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center.

To learn more, visit
alexandriava.gov/recreation or
call the City’s Special Events
Hotline at 703-746-5592.

Fine Arts

JULY 1 TO 22
Made in the U.S.A. Del Ray Artisans

will be celebrating Independence Day
and the month of July with artwork
inspired by U.S. people, places and/or
things.  Show Opening and Artist
Reception: Friday, July 1 from 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m. At the Del Ray Artisans
gallery at the Nicholas A. Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

JUNE 2 THROUGH JULY 10
Philosophy of Nature. With artist Kurt

Godwin. Through the paintings in
‘Philosophy of Nature,’ Kurt Godwin
attempts to understand the universe by
layering scientific diagrams that
explain natural phenomena with
alchemical symbols, emblems, and
other icons — both contemporary and
ancient. At the Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St., Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035 or
visit www.nvfaa.org.

JUNE 9 TO JULY 5
The Gravitational Pull of Memory.

Free. Prints and Collages by Veteran
Printmaker Ann Zahn. Opening
Reception & Meet the Artist: Thursday,
June 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m. At the Art League
Gallery, 105 North Union Street,
Alexandria. Visit
www.theartleague.org.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 18
Four Seasons: A Photography

Exhibition. Exhibition by
photographers Fred Eberhart and
Joseph Romeo at Broadway Gallery,
5641B General Washington Drive,
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 20
Artist Pam Rogers. “The Germination

Project: Emerge.”  Mixed media
including handmade natural pigments.
Opening reception is Saturday, June 4
from 7 to 9 p.m. At the Schlesinger
Center Margaret W. & Joseph L. Fisher
Gallery, NVCC Alexandria campus.

Call for Instructors for Art Camp

2011 (7/25-7/29).  Projects should
combine educational elements with
hands-on and engaging opportunities
for creativity and relate to a current or
historic craft founded in cultural
tradition.  Ages 8-14.
www.theDelRayArtisans.org.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 26
Birds & Beasts. Creature-centered clay

creations. At the Torpedo Factory’s
Scope Gallery; hours are Monday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., with Thursdays open until 9 p.m.
At 105 North Union Street, ground
floor Studio 19, Alexandria. Call Scope
Gallery at 703-548-6288 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/
scope.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 26

In the Flesh 3. In the Flesh 3
examines contemporary
figurative art, showcasing the
work of 21 artists while
exploring the deep-seeded
relationship between humanity
and art. Reception is June 9
from 6 to 8 p.m. At the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union
Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/target.

NOW THROUGH JUNE 26
Paintings of the Potomac
Valley Watercolorists. At
Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Call 703-642-5173.

JULY 6 TO JULY 31
Poetry of Light. Pastels by
artist Rachel Estrada. Artist’s
Reception: Saturday, July 9 from
5–7 p.m. Closing Reception:
Saturday, July 30, from 5 – 7
p.m. At Gallery West, 1213 King
Street, Old Town Alexandria.
Visit www.gallery-west.com or
call at 703-549-6006.

MONTH OF JULY
“Artistic Visions.” Twenty

artists in multiple media will showcase
their recent artistic expressions. A
summer show and sale at the Gallery
at Convergence. Meet the artists
reception is July 22 from 5 to 8 p.m. At
the Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Visit
www.arlingtonartistsalliance.org.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
Exhibition of Commemorative

Wares. Features ceramic wares that
reflect the Alexandria community’s
keen interest in current and historic
events. At the Lyceum, 201 South
Washington Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Open Monday through
Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. $2
admission. Call 703-746-4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

Concentric Angles, a multi-award winning
photograph by Master photographer Joseph
Tessmer of Alexandria, has been chosen by
the Arts Council for display at the Dulles Airport
Gateway Exhibition.  The photograph was taken
at the Hirshhorn museum and sculpture garden
as part of the portfolio presented to the Profes-
sional Photographers of America to obtain the
coveted degree of Master of Photography.
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People

Her 85th
Living Legend Mollie
Abraham celebrates
her 85th birthday
surrounded by family
and friends.

Photos by

Janet Powers

Commencement
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School held its Commencement for the Class of 2011 on
Saturday, June 11 on the grounds of Virginia Theological Seminary; 105 graduates
received their diplomas and celebrated with faculty, family, and friends. Above, some
of the school’s graduates gather on Commencement day.

Mathias Heller, class valedictorian, addresses the
audience.
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Wilhelmina Archie shows
off her diploma, which she
received during a gradua-
tion at The Envoy of Alex-
andria Nursing Home on
June 14.

Cheryl Barton, director of physical therapy at The Envoy
of Alexandria, speaks during a ceremony to honor pa-
tients who have recently finished their rehabilitation at
the center.

The Envoy of Alexandria held a graduation ceremony on
June 14 to recognize patients who have recently finished
their rehabilitation at the nursing home’s rehab center,
and to recognize patients who are currently in rehab at
the facility.

Recognition
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By Jeanne Theismann

 Gazette Packet

T
hose lazy, hazy, crazy days of
summer are upon us again, and
for many people, that means
entertaining a steady stream of

visiting family and friends. Some hostesses
relish the opportunity to turn entertaining
into an art form, but for those without the
Martha Stewart gene, some advanced plan-
ning and a few easy tips go a long way to
making any guest feel welcome and com-
fortable in your home.

“I learned so much from my mother,” said
Old Town resident Tamara Saltonstall,
whose entertaining skills were passed down
in her family. “And my grandmother and
great-grandmother wrote weekly home and
design articles for the Bermuda Sun going

back as early as the 1920s.”
Saltonstall, who lives in the historic

Vowell-Snowden home on South Lee Street,
is known as one of Alexandria’s most gra-
cious hostesses and frequently opens her
home and garden for fundraising events and
home tours.

“I spent the majority of my childhood trav-
eling with my parents,” said Saltonstall,
whose mother was Miss Bermuda and fa-
ther a Navy aviator. “I think much of my
design and entertaining wisdom comes
from these experiences and I am forever
grateful to my parents for exposing me to
so much.”

A busy wife and mother of three,
Saltonstall enjoys hosting overnight guests
in a two-bedroom guest cottage that was
once the carriage house on the property that
boasts expansive gardens, tennis court and

pool.
“I have a checklist of things that I do be-

fore my guests arrive,” Saltonstall said.
“Most are easy but just require a little extra
thought, like having lots of toiletries on
hand for anyone traveling to visit by plane
because of all the TSA regulations.”

A trademark of Saltonstall’s hospitality is
a large binder she keeps of area attractions
and restaurant menus for guests to use to

Guest Relations Creating a home away from
home for overnight guests.

Old Town resident Tamara Saltonstall browses a binder of local information she keeps for visiting houseguests.
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Home
Life Style

Tips From An Expert
Old Town resident Tamara Saltonstall is

known for her gracious entertaining and home
design skills.  Here, she shares her personal
tips for entertaining overnight guests.
1. Fresh linens on the beds and an extra

blanket. I always dry my linens with a
lavander sachet for a great fresh scent.

2. Stocked mini-bar/refrigerator with water,
juice boxes for the littles, beer and wine for
the olders.

3. In this day of airline restrictions I
completely stock the bathroom with
everything. Soap, shampoo, conditioner,
razors, toothpaste, toothbrushes, personal
care products, Tylenol, sunscreen, sewing
kit, etc.

4. The new coffee machines are the best,
especially if you have a guest that is an
early riser. I like the Kuereg and the
Tassimo as they both can make an
espresso, latte or Earl grey in seconds.

5. A basket of snacks is a necessity. Fill it with
nuts, chips, mints, hard candy, etc. When
your visitor isn’t familiar with the area, be
sure they aren’t hungry at midnight with
no idea where to go.

6. On that note, I have a binder that has local
area restaurant menus and to-go menus.  I
also have flyers of all of the area
attractions, metro maps, regional maps,
etc. that they can peruse through. This is
an easy thing to pull together by visiting
the Visitors Center on King Street in
Alexandria.

7. I also put a $20 metro pass in the binder
since they might be going to museums and
the metro is sometimes difficult to
navigate.

8. I always put a candle and matches in every
room.

9. On the bedside table, I put out a bottle of
water, new Chapstick and a flashlight for
emergencies.

10. Updated magazines. It’s so much fun
to be traveling and reading magazines. I
have Time, Sports Illustrated and People.

11. And then, of course, flowers
everywhere. I tend to cut them from my
garden, but the safest bet is to purchase an
orchid from your local grocer.

L
ooks can be deceiving when ap
proaching the Holland House’s guest
home, located in Old Town next to

a seated bronze statue of Thomas Jefferson.
With a beautiful, green landscape full of
flowers, pathways and a medium-sized ga-
zebo, no eye would guess that what seems
like a garage-sized home holds two stories
with a full office, kitchen, bedroom and two
bathrooms.

Owners Grace-Marie and Douglas Turner
allow friends and family members to stay
in their guest home, which includes a park-
ing lot on what used to be a swimming pool.

Interior designer Stephanie Dimond
painted the walls in cool colors such as light
mustard yellow, mint green and grey to
bring space into the rooms. Not only is the
home comfortable, but is full of surprises
such as a shower made of brick with stucco
and a glass brick sink.

The bedroom contains two colors: a dark
grey that brings depth to the room, and a
light grey that changes hues depending on
the location of the sun. With the perfect
shading and chirping birds, any guest will
feel like they are at home.

- Svetlana Avellan

A Unique Retreat

See Guest relations,  Page 33

Stainless steel appliances gleam in the soft light reflected through the
windows from the carriage house garden of Holland House.

A view from
the office/
living room
of the Hol-
land House
carriage
house.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet
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From Page 32

Home Life Style

help plan their visit.
“I also keep a basket of snacks in the guest rooms

and put out fresh flowers, usually from my garden,
in all the rooms in the house,” Saltonstall added.
“And don’t forget a carafe of water on a bedside
table.”

If possible, designate a bathroom for your guests’
use. Put out clean towels and be sure there is soap
and shampoo readily available. Liquid shower soap
is best for guest bathrooms and a nice touch is to
have a hair dryer and a stash of new, unopened tooth-
brushes and toothpaste on hand.

And don’t be shy about asking in advance what
your guests like — or are unable – to eat.

“We are lucky to live in an area with so many
choices when it comes to restaurants,” Saltonstall
said. “But it’s always a nice touch to put some extra
thought into what to prepare or suggest for dinner
options based on your individual guests’ needs.”

If your guests will be bringing children, be sure to
childproof your home as best as possible and safely
store fragile items or heirlooms. If your own child’s
room will be used as a guest room, be sure to remove
anything your child will need easy access to and clear
some room in a closet or dresser for clothing.

“I love living in a home that has seen such glorious
entertaining in its history,” said Saltonstall of the prop-
erty once owned by longtime Alexandria Gazette
editor Edgar Snowden in the 1800s and more recently
by Supreme Court justice Huge Black, who purchased
the property in 1939 and lived there until his death
in 1971. “It’s a privilege to share this wonderful prop-
erty with family and friends but when it comes to
entertaining visitors, anyone can make their guests
feel special by paying attention to the little touches
and details that mean so much.”

Guest Relations

A first floor shower at Holland House,
originally designed as a pool shower, is
made of curved brick covered in stucco.

The basin sink in the Holland House pool
shower room.

The master bath features a
walk in shower.

The master bedroom over-
looks the side and rear
gardens.

The carriage house is
surrounded on three sides
by the Holland House
gardens. The original main
home was built by a British
Sea Captain in 1760s, a
two-story farmhouse.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet

The Perfect Job
Work in Your Community

Flexible hours. Full or part-time.
Salary and Commission. Old Town

Alexandria-based company. Free Parking.

Build a professional career as a
Sales and Marketing Consultant.

Help local businesses plan, design
and execute advertising and marketing.

Respond to sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Newspapers & Online
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April Sales between $832.5K and $935K

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Connection

Address .................................... BR . FB HB ..Postal City .. Sold Price .... Type ............ Lot AC ....... Subdivision .......... Date Sold

1  2181 JAMIESON AVE#1108-1109 .. 3 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $935,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............ CARLYLE TOWERS ......... 04/15/11

2  211 HOWELL AVE E ...................... 4 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $925,000 .... Detached ......... 0.13 .............. DEL RAY ................. 04/08/11

3  8141 STACEY RD .......................... 5 .... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $918,000 .... Detached ......... 0.50 ............ TINKLE A H ............... 04/29/11

4  3104 OLD DOMINION BLVD .......... 4 .... 4 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $915,000 .... Detached ......... 0.17 ......... BEVERLY HILLS ............ 04/11/11

5  528 COLUMBUS ST N ................... 3 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $900,000 .... Attach/Row Hse 0.04 ............ OLD TOWN ............... 04/29/11

6  3912 RIVE DR ............................... 5 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $899,000 .... Detached ......... 0.97 ............ BELLE RIVE ............... 04/05/11

7  814 CAMERON ST ........................ 3 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $890,000 .... Townhouse ...... 0.03 ....... CHURCH SQUARE ......... 04/22/11

8  426 ALFRED ST ............................ 3 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $855,000 .... Detached ......... 0.05 ............ OLD TOWN ............... 04/13/11

9  301 CLOVERWAY DR .................... 5 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $851,600 .... Detached ......... 0.26 .............. CLOVER ................. 04/22/11

10  206 OAK ST .................................. 4 .... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $840,000 .... Detached ......... 0.11 ....... ROSEMONT PARK .......... 04/29/11

11  1911 WINDSOR RD ...................... 4 .... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .... $832,500 .... Detached ......... 0.48 .......... BELLE HAVEN ............. 04/30/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

2  211 Howell Avenue East, Alexandria — $925,000

4  3104 Old Dominion Boulevard,
Alexandria — $915,000

5  528 Columbus Street North,
Alexandria — $900,000

3  8141 Stacey Road, Alexandria — $918,000

6  3912 Rive Drive, Alexandria — $899,000
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www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Perennials • Over 100 Varieties
Herbs • Over 100 Varieties

Japanese Maples
Over 100 Varieties (6"-12')

$9.99 & Up
30%
OFF

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

Prices Haven’t Changed
Since 2005

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost
$24.99 cu. yd.

Fill Dirt
$19.99 cu. yd.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch
$2.99  2cu. ft.
$3.49  3cu. ft.

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

HANGING BASKETS
Buy 1, Get 1

1/2 Price

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

25% OFF

Spring Blooming Trees
Azaleas &

Rhododendrons
Excluding ENCORE AZALEAS

Hostas,
100 varieties

Million Dollar
Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar
Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar
Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar
Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Swann Daingerfield
Penthouse

A rare opportunity to live in the heart of Old Town. This elegant, historic Swann Daingerfield
condominium has a spacious 20 ft. x 15 ft. living room with 111⁄2 ft. ceilings and marble
fireplace, dining room with 2nd fireplace, kitchen with sunny breakfast area, spacious 2nd bed-
room, den or study and 2nd full bath with shower. Balcony overlooking courtyard garden.
Elevator, private parking and large storage area. This sought after location at the corner of Prince
Street and S. Columbus Street is only two blocks to King and Washington streets. Perfect for
gracious living and convenient to all the amenities of Old Town.

For information or private showing:
703-684-3975 or

703-408-4932

Sale by Owner
Brokers Welcome

The “Snuggery Suite” features a queen
size bed and full bath. A rear skylight fills
the suite with light during the day.

Walking up from the suite, a spacious
living room opens up to the terraced,
walled garden.

Home Life Style

Alexandria’s Victorian
Bed & Breakfast
216 S. FAYETTE STREET

Built in 1890, this charming Victorian townhome
is available for full house rental. The B&B is
operated by Kathryn Huettner and includes
innkeeper services. Continental breakfasts of sweet
and savory pastries plus snacks and coffee, tea and
juices are provided. 216 opens into a front parlor
suitable for dining or office work, a galley kitchen
soaking with light from a skylight in the roof, a
step down and into living room that opens up to a
terraced, walled garden. A “Snuggery Suite” is just
below deck and accessible by way of a spiral
staircase. Two bedrooms and a full bath are
located on the second story. One bedroom features
two twin brass beds overlooking the terraced
garden. The second bedroom features a queen size
bed with reading lamps built into the headboard
posters. Huettner visited many restaurants within
walking distance, trolley distance and metro
transport, collecting menus which she arranged in
binders for the guests. The house is not set up for
children under 10 or pets. There is also no smok-
ing in the house. The full house rental is suitable
for up to five guests. For more
information visit
www.216BandB.com

— Louise Krafft

A Victorian mirror
reflects the front
bedroom on the
upper level.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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See Letters,  Page 38

From Page 21

be partners with the administrators in de-
veloping ongoing training, viewed as team
members, and feel free to speak out regard-
ing inequities within the ACPS System. For
example, we are aware that at George
Washington Middle School, the administra-
tion has taken the entire third floor; there
is no adequate space designated for teach-
ers to have lunch or to store their food prop-
erly. Students are also at a disadvantage be-
cause some of those rooms need to be used
for therapeutic purposes and time out for
our children with diagnosed emotional
problems. The work environment should
have adequate heat and air conditioning
that operate appropriately, teachers should
not have to work in coats and have space
heaters in the classroom. These concerns
are a distraction to the children in the class-
room as well.

Listed below are other areas of concern:
❖ Too often, teachers are pulled away

from students at critical times during units.
The structure and flow of the lessons are
interrupted and the students don’t respond
well to interruptions. There were more than
27 substitutes in one day at GW.

❖ Teachers’ planning periods are being
used for professional development, even on
days when they have only one planning
period. This makes it impossible for the
teachers to implement new initiatives with
any measure of effectiveness when there is
no planning. Technically, teachers are teach-
ing from the hip and worrying about com-
pliance. Teachers need adequate time to
plan and execute creative lessons that will
definitely benefit the students. Teachers are
being asked to teach multiple grade levels
(plus “honors” section). They definitely
have little, if any, planning time to effec-
tively teach.

It is worthwhile to note, that some teach-
ers have large gaps in their days (free for
long periods of time) and it is not clear, as
to how that time should be used.

Grade level teaming led to better under-
standing/monitoring of student progress.
Please revisit this decision and reinstate the
process. Also, with no teaming, multiple
grade levels freely mix in the hallways.

❖ There were many high salaries reported
by the Alexandria Gazette; however, there
are too many cooks spoiling the broth: For
example, teachers learned to plan wonder-
ful collaborative ELL lessons from Dr. Rojas;
then, the MYP lessons were introduced, and
then Dr. Brown’s office worked feverishly
in September, October and November to
instruct teachers on how to write lesson
plans in a different format. None of the
three formats are remotely similar and with
no planning period it is absolutely conflict-
ing for teachers who really want to do their
best and to comply with the requirements.

❖ The Director of Middle School position
appears to be of no value to ACPS. To date,
there is no documentation of purposeful
effectiveness stemming from this office.
Parents are concerned that creating posi-
tions such as this is an absolute waste of
ACPS funds, which could be used to pro-
vide direct services to our special education
students.

❖ Parents would like to know more about
the qualifications of teachers and other pro-

fessionals in the Special Education Program.
Parents prefer recruiting teachers who are
locally based, and have experience work-
ing with African American and Hispanic stu-
dents. The TAG Program still continue to
be mainly White, while the Special Educa-
tion Program is comprised of mainly Black
and Hispanics. Students in the Talented and
Gifted Program are thriving and continue
to receive the necessary resources and sup-
port to reach their educational goals. In
contrast, the Special Education students had
to be mainstreamed into General Education
because of scheduling conflicts. When Spe-
cial Education students are mainstreamed,
many start off in the Science Inclusion
Classes. This causes the classes to become
overcrowded and prone to discipline prob-
lems. The ELL students even with help from
ELL teachers in the general education class-
room, continues to struggle.

❖ Regarding the ACPS Discipline Plan,
students are absolutely noncompliant with-
out facing the appropriate consequences.
The violence at some schools escalates week
by week. Students violate the “dress code”
chew gum, run, curse, and spit in the hall-
ways without consequences. When re-
ported, teachers have been told to choose
their battles. There is no in-school suspen-
sions, which increases the suspension rate
because there is no middle ground. When
students mess up, they are suspended out
of school instead of being in the classroom
completing their school work.

In closing, the information presented is a
snapshot overview of what is happening to
the students in Special Education, and their
teachers in the classroom. It is the parents’
desire that you give careful consideration
to their concerns and that you provide a
written response that includes your correc-
tive action plans to address the complex
problem hindering the progress of students
receiving Special Education services in the
Alexandria Public School (ACPS). Also, al-
ternative careers for students who may not
attend college should be included in your
plans.

Ramona Hatten, Coordinator of the
Parents Advocate Support Group

Donna Lockhart, Secretary
Dorothy Turner, Advisor

Gwendolyn Menefee, Advisor

Political
Stand-out
To the Editor:

He is seen around town, friendly to all he
meets, remembered for the positive impact
he had on the Alexandria community, and
he is a proven entity in public service. He is
former Alexandria Police Chief David P.
Baker, and his presence in Alexandria gen-
erates talk around town that he might pos-
sibly choose to run for a council seat.

Although he admittedly had a painful
period in his life a couple years ago where
he mistakenly drove under the influence of
alcohol and, consequently, chose to resign
from his position as police chief, he paid
the price for his error. He asked for no spe-
cial treatment and endured the accompa-
nying consequences that included jail time,

a fine, loss of driver’s license along with the
personal shame and public embarrassment.

Undoubtedly, Baker would be a stand-out
in the political arena. He has demonstrated
he has ethics, integrity and is an honest in-
dividual. He has been candid and shared
his experience in a way to educate and as-
sist others. He did the right thing and con-
ducted himself like a real man.

Baker would be a true asset on the Alex-
andria City Council. His diverse leadership
skills, his articulate communication skills
and his congenial personality would serve
him well. At all socio-economic levels, the
residents of Alexandria can relate to him
because he has demonstrated he is like them
— human.

Baker is academically educated as well
as street smart. He would bring a wealth of
experiential wisdom to the council. He is
wise enough to know his boundaries and
savvy enough to retain his principles with-
out allowing politics to influence him or
change him in a detrimental way.

The city of Alexandria has everything to
gain if Baker decides to run. He should be
encouraged to take the leap and, as the say-
ing goes in police lingo, “Attaboy, Baker.”

Karen L. Bune
The writer is an adjunct professor in the

Department of Criminology, Law and
Society at George Mason University.

Integral Part
Of Waterfront
To the Editor:

The following letter is addressed to Mayor Euille
and members of City Council.

The Alexandria Archaeological Commis-
sion (AAC) has discussed the Waterfront
Small Area Plan (SAP) and recommends
that the following four changes be made
prior to the adoption of the SAP. The AAC
believes that these changes will strengthen
the SAP and make the Waterfront the vi-
brant, dynamic, historic place envisioned.
In addition, as AAC testified before both the
Planning Commission and City Council, the
Commission recommends to Council that
it ask Planning and Zoning Staff to incor-
porate these changes, as well as others al-
ready accepted by Staff from many sources,
into a fresh version of the existing draft
before any vote is taken. Staff submitted
two major sets of revisions in April and May,
fundamentally changing the SAP beyond
mere editorial fixes. While Staff is trying
hard to reconcile the changes and draft, and
AAC has supported and assisted those ef-
forts, no specific language has been pro-
vided to show what a final draft would look
like. AAC finds that the myriad of changes
proposed in two 20-plus page addendum,
collectively change the nature of the SAP.
For these reasons, AAC believes a corrected
and clear draft is essential to allow all to
understand what Council is considering
before a vote is taken.

The four changes are:
Endorse the Waterfront History Plan. The

Waterfront History Plan should be endorsed
and incorporated into the SAP. Planning and
Zoning staff have stated that the History
Plan was to be endorsed. Absent a formal
endorsement, and incorporation into the

SAP, the History Plan is relegated to the sta-
tus of an informational appendix to the
Small Area Plan.

Revise the SAP to emphasize the
Alexandria’s culture and the preservation
of its history and identity before discussing
future development. The Waterfront History
Plan was drafted by the AAC to fit develop-
ment of the waterfront within the context
of Alexandria’s history and identity. Its for-
mat was drafted to complement the SAP so
that future design and development can
complement Alexandria’s heritage. As
drafted, the SAP presents history and cul-
tural aspects, including the arts, as fitting
into development rather than the reverse.
An emphasis on history and culture does
not inhibit development but will encourage
greater attention to Alexandria’s heritage
and identity.

Include within the SAP guidance for the
implementation of the cultural and preser-
vation aspects in preparation for the later
planning stage so that the cultural and pres-
ervation components are as desirable, ur-
gent, and probably as development. The
SAP as drafted is focused on possible or
proposed development and includes a plan
for specific types of development, a bud-
get, and an implementation strategy. The
budget and implementation strategy ele-
ments are missing from the SAP in relation
to the history and culture options unless tied
to development as a potential condition
(e.g. proffer) for development. This leaves
the impression that history and culture are
not an important component of the water-
front. This impression is strengthened by
the repeated references to the history and
cultural aspects as suggestions or aspects
that require further determination. The
Waterfront History Plan provided a phased,
incremental implementation strategy which
should be included in the SAP.

Off budget estimates for the cultural and
preservation aspects and include them in
the SAP on their own merits, independent
of any development proffers. The Water-
front History Plan includes a budget strat-
egy which sets forth various funding ap-
proaches and provides City Council with a
way to know what can be done to imple-
ment the history interpretation and preser-
vation of the SAP and when. It does not
require an approved budget; rather, it is an
informational budget planning guide. How-
ever, absent a specific budget strategy, plan-
ning and implementation of history will be
ad hoc and dependent upon the willingness
and schedules of developers. Having a sepa-
rate history budget strategy will turn many
aspects of the Waterfront Small Area Plan
into something immediate and achievable
rather than something distant and reliant
solely upon development proffer.

The Alexandria Archaeological Commis-
sion urges City Council to require the above
changes to the Waterfront Small Area Plan
prior to the adoption of the SAP, and that it
direct Planning and Zoning staff to provide
a fresh version of the existing draft incor-
porating all changes before Council votes
on the SAP. These changes will provide
greater guidance for future planning and
development while ensuring that the his-
toric preservation and the cultural aspects
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of the SAP are as integral to the
Plan as they are to Alexandria’s
residents and visitors as well as its
identity. The AAC appreciates City
Council’s consideration of the
above recommendations.

S. Kathleen Pepper, Chair
Alexandria Archaeological

Commission

Support Parks
And Arts
To the Editor:

On Saturday, June 11, the City
Planning department unveiled a
new plan that would take the wa-
terfront in a totally different direc-
tion. As I began to focus on what
an alternative plan would look
like, I could see that one of the key
elements is that the three parcels
in question, Robinson Terminal
North and South, and the
Cummings Family property should
have public instead of private uses,
providing the vision of public ac-
cess to the waterfront that has
been promised in this plan all
along. Limited access in front of
private development is not suffi-
cient for a great public waterfront.
To create a great public space
these parcels must be put in the
public domain and provide the
greatest public use to the citizens
of Alexandria and the more than
3 million visitors who come to Al-
exandria each year because of our
history and our proximity to the
Washington D.C. The plan for
parks and arts is the direction we
need to go.

The Washington Post, owners of
the Robinson Terminal Properties,
and The Cummings Family, own-
ers of the arms trading company
Interarms, have both had years of
use along the waterfront for their
warehouses. Now that these indus-
trial uses are no longer there, it is
time to take back our waterfront,
and create one of America’s great
open spaces. Our waterfront is the
same length as the Mall in Wash-
ington and to create a great, wide
continuous open space with the
remaining historic structures on
our waterfront restored in full. We
will have waterfront dining at the
Beachcomber and maybe the Al-
exandria Marine building. We can
also add waterfront dining to the
veranda of the building next to the
Torpedo Factory, transform the
Food Court. The initial costs of this
plan are about equal to what is
being proposed in the original
plan: $50 million. That is the price
of purchasing the properties and
the flood mitigation combined.
Except in this plan we get beauti-
ful parks, opened vistas of the
water, increased property values

for the residents of old town, re-
stored buildings and flood mitiga-
tion. And we can get the whole
package up front, instead of the
hotels first, amenities later pack-
age that the city planning depart-
ment proposed. Even if you take
the Planning Department’s much
inflated number of $220 million
for this plan, I think that needs to
be put in perspective. We are
spending $250 million for a metro
station in Potomac Yards, so isn’t
the waterfront worth that sort of
public investment? But let’s step
back. Only $31 million is required
to acquire the properties. Flood
mitigation could be taken out as I
think it has become the consensus
that this needs to be done regard-
less of the plan. I was told that the
restoration of the Beachcomber
could pay for itself if it were leased
to a restaurant. I think other his-
toric buildings could be adaptively
reused and restored in partnership
with possible users. There pres-
ently is no analysis of whether an
arts district or the restoration of
historic properties could open up
other financing opportunities or
grant funding and lastly it is very
symptomatic of the shortsighted-
ness of the planning department
that a Parks and Arts Plan would
only generate $164,000. The Tor-
pedo Factory generates $20 mil-
lion in revenue for the city, and it
is obvious why: with over a mil-
lion visitors a year they help the
local economy tremendously. This
plan will strengthen the Torpedo
Factory by opening up more stu-
dio space to artists if both Arche-
ology and the Art League are given
a permanent home and standalone
sites on the waterfront. They will
both generate more visitor dollars.

This plan will strengthen
Alexandria’s commitment to open
space and the arts. It will also en-
sure that we are creating a more
walkable city with places to exer-
cise and enjoy the water. It will not
overcrowd our streets which cur-
rently discourages visitors from
coming. This is the right plan, and
even if it takes a few years to get
there, it is a plan we will see in
our lifetime. City Council should
not operate under the threat of
lawsuits by the land use attorneys
representing Robinson Terminal
but needs to take this once in a
lifetime opportunity to damn the
torpedoes and full speed ahead for
the Parks and Arts Proposal and
then work with citizens over the
summer to make this plan reality.

Boyd Walker

Overwhelming
Opposition
To the Editor:

The following was addressed to

Mayor William Euille, Vice Mayor Kerry
Donley, and Council members Del Pep-
per, Paul Smedberg, Alicia Hughes,
Frank Fannon and Rob Krupicka.

Citizens for an Alternative Alex-
andria Waterfront Plan (CAAWP)
would like to provide the City
Council with our feedback and rec-
ommendations following the
Council and Planning Department
work session on Saturday, June 11.
We represent the views of con-
cerned voters and residents who
have signed our petition calling for
the Council to consider alterna-
tives for our riverfront that will be
significantly better than the cur-
rently proposed plan. To that end,
we request that Council do the
following:

1. Acknowledge opposition from
Alexandrians to the City’s pre-
ferred redevelopment plan; a plan
that the Council seems to favor but
the community opposes. This plan
currently involves permitting at
least three hotels and other high
density development at the
Robinson Terminal sites and the
Cummings Turner properties.

As the Council is aware, our
community is concerned with the
extreme density that would result
from the apparent preferred plan.
Hundreds of citizens gathered Sat-
urday morning for a “Hands
Across the Waterfront” demonstra-
tion, rallied at Market Square to
protest, and attended the work
session carrying “Don’t Rezone the
waterfront” signs. Over 1,000 citi-
zens have signed the CAAWP pe-
tition.

Citizens oppose the proposed
mixed-use plan that would include
high-density hotel, residential, and
commercial occupancy.

This would create infrastructure
constraints for Old Town includ-
ing increased traffic for individu-
als, tour buses, and other transpor-
tation modes, and result in in-
creased traffic from large trucks
supplying goods to the hotels, res-
taurants and other commercial
businesses.

Amongst many other problems,
this scenario will also restrict al-
ready scarce parking for residents
and visitors.

2. Provide more time for our
community to evaluate, validate,
and analyze the content and finan-
cial implications of the new alter-
native proposals submitted by the
Planning Department at
Saturday’s work session.

The “Arts and Parks” alternative
was only just revealed on Satur-
day. The community needs time to
assess and evaluate the alternative
proposal.

Additionally, we are concerned
that the $220 million cost estimate
for this alternative has not been
thoroughly assessed. It further

does not incorporate the ancillary
revenue benefits from tourism cre-
ated by the improved public access
at our waterfront and a vibrant
waterfront arts and cultural dis-
trict. We would also like Council
to reconsider the overall “revenue
neutral” objective of any public
plan.

3. Vote to hold a public hearing
at the June 28 Council meeting so
that the community has the oppor-
tunity to comment on alternatives
that include more park land, and
a stronger cultural and artistic
foundation.

Council has an obligation to al-
low the citizens of Alexandria to
comment on, and ask questions
about, the recently released alter-
native plan, the possibility of a
separate rezoning decision and
further express their views regard-
ing the high density proposal put
forth by the Planning Department.
We request that this public hear-
ing be held at the June 28 Council
meeting.

4. Defer any vote on a Water-
front plan until this fall to allow
the community more time to work
with the Council and the Planning
Department to analyze alterna-
tives to what now appears to be
the mostly commercial alternative
that is unacceptable to the
Council’s constituency.

In the wake of overwhelming
public opposition, the Council has
an obligation to defer any vote on
the current small area plan until
such time as concerned citizens
can voice their opinions and pro-
pose viable alternatives. CAAWP
would like to work with the City
over the next several months on
such an alternative.

For the first time in a generation,
a large portion of the great
riverfront of Alexandria is essen-
tially “for sale.” The City has the
opportunity to acquire land that
will enhance our public spaces
along the Potomac River. The com-
munity prefers increased
parkland, museums to celebrate
our history, and improved public
access for all.

We are sure that Council mem-
bers want to leave an enduring
legacy for future generations, and
the best way to do that is to work
with the community to craft a new
plan.

We look forward to the Council
adopting these four key action
items.

Andrew Macdonald
Co-Chair, Citizens for an

Alternative Alexandria Water-
front Plan (CAAWP)

Boyd Walker
Co-Chair, Citizens for an

Alternative Alexandria Water-
front Plan (CAAWP)

Legal Notices

A Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Saturday, June 25, 2011, at 9:30 a.m., or 
as soon thereafter as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described ordinance.

AN ORDINANCE of the City of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia authorizing and establishing the Tier II Po-
tomac Yard Metrorail Station Special Services 
District effective July 1, 2011.

The District’s area is proposed to include all of 
Landbay J and the area of Landbay I not includ-
ed in the Tier I Potomac Yard Metrorail Station 
Special Services District. The Tier II District’s 
boundaries are proposed to be Jefferson Davis 
Highway from the future Bluemont Avenue to 
Potomac Avenue; Potomac Avenue from Jeffer-
son Davis Highway to the northern boundary of 
Landbay I; the northern boundary of Landbay I 
from Potomac Avenue to Main Line Boulevard; 
Main Line Boulevard from the northern boun-
dary of Landbay I to the future Bluemont Ave-
nue; and Bluemont Avenue from Main Line Bou-
levard to Jefferson Davis Highway.

The Potomac Yard real property parcels within 
this proposed Tier II Special Services District 
would be parcels: 506 (part), 507 (part), 508, 
509, 510 and 511. The public is advised that 
amendments or additions may be made to the 
proposed ordinance without further publication.

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of 

the code of the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department located at 2003 

Mill Road, Alexandria, VA 22314 is now in 
possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other 
items. All persons having valid claim to the 

property should file a claim to the property with 
reasonable proof of ownership or the items will 

be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a 
complete listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the 
Police Property Unit at (703) 838-4709.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that the City will accept pro-
posals for a piece of surplus real estate from the 
time of this advertisement through August 15, 
2011, 3:00 p.m. local time. The parcel is com-
monly known as 200 North Royal Street and is 
approximately 10,666 (2 floors plus basement), 
on a 1,677 square foot lot. Details regarding the 
proposal process and more information about 
the parcel can be found at the following link:

http://alexandriava.gov/generalservices/

Please contact Timothy E. Wanamaker, Deputy 
Director, Department of General Services, 110 
North Royal Street, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA. 
22314, phone (703) 746-3208, e-mail Tim.Wa-
namaker@alexandriava.gov, with any ques-
tions.

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

ABC LICENSE
Osteria 1909, LLC trading as Osteria 1909, 
1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, VA 
22301. The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Beer and Wine on 
Premises/Mixed beverage on Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 
Diana B. Scott, member
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

OFFICE COORDINATOR
Alexander Street Press is a publisher of 
award winning online collections.  We 
are seeking an Office Coordinator re-
sponsible for organizing and coordinat-
ing office operations and procedures. 
Must be detail oriented and accurate 
with excellent interpersonal, organiza-
tion and time management skills.  Com-
puter skills must include Excel and 
Word processing programs and e-mail.  
This is a full time position with benefits 
and is located in our Alexandria, VA of-
fice. Interested applicants   should   send 
resume  and  salary    requirements to: 
gcvavra@astreetpress.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Pet Sitters & Dog Walkers

We're growing again! Join our team!
3 Professional Pet Sitters & Dog 
Walkers needed in Old Town, Del 
Ray, West End. Prior paid experi-
ence with animals required. Vet 
techs  and vet  assistants  preferred.
www.alexandriapetcare.com/jobs

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

SOUTHSIDE TRANSPORT 

has an opening for a Transportation 
Dispatcher. Requirements: Minimum six 

months experience in Transportation indus-
try or equivalent experience. Computer ex-
perience required, including knowledge of 

MS Word & Excel. Specific experience with 
fuel disbursement, dispatching, walk 

arounds, drop procedures and Predicto. 
Ability to handle heavy work load while 

working under limited supervision. Accura-
cy and attention to detail required. Current 

state driver’s license and required auto 
insurance. Good interpersonal skills a must! 

If interested contact: 
Sindey Nelson, Human Resources Manager

703-339-1971, EXT. 107
SNelson@midatlanticcstores.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

Alexandria - Waynewood

Call 703 338 2716 for an appointment. Open House JUN 19, 12-3pm & JUN 26, 12-3pm.
1101 Dalebrook Drive, Alexandria, VA 22308.

Picture yourself driving home along the
Nation’s picturesque parkway as it winds
along  the Potomac River a few short
miles from DC. This house is located in
one of N. Virginia’s top-10 neighborhoods.
Home is updated, both inside and out, has
many extras and ready to move in.

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Moving sale, antiques, 
collectibles, furn, new gift 

items, designer clothes, kids 
items, much much more.

Sunday 6/26, 9-3,
3618 Oval Drive, Alex. 22305

29 Misc. for Sale

Cheap Discount 
Cabinets!

Reico Clearance Center
7:30am-3pm

6790 Commercial Dr, 
Springfield

Call: 703-245-8912

110 Elderly Care

CNA, Honest, trustworthy 
and kind CNA wants evening 
or overnight shift, Mon-Sun.  

Call: 571-331-6601

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORSconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER

AFFORDABLE
QUALITY
GUTTERS
Repair, Replace,
Clean & Screen.

1000s of local Refs.

703-794-8513

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

HAULING

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LANDSCAPING

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

AFFORDABLE
QUALITY
ROOFING

New Roofs, Tearoffs,
Repairs

1000s of local Refs.

703-794-8513

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Liz Battocletti • 703.476.6574 • LBatto@att.net

Curious About
Geothermal

Heat Pumps?

I can help!

AC/HEATING AC/HEATING

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

J&W CLEANING SERVICE, INC
A professional Cleaning Every Time

WWW.JWCLEANING.COM or email us at jwcleaning1@gmail.com
703 462 8932 or 571 205 2235

We are dedicated to serving our customers.
We are Licensed, Bonded and Insured for Your Protection.

Reasonable Rates, Flexible Schedule.
Excellent References.

Call Today for Your FREE Quote
and Take $15 OFF Your First 3 Cleaning.

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Specializing in Fairfax Co. &
Mt. Vernon Area

Renovations & Additions
Design & Permitting

703-780-6688 / info@bc-builds.com

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SALES & DESIGN 703-585-9835
HOME OF THE:

RUSSELL L BROWN KITCHEN

NEW KITCHEN COMPLETE $9,990
7 - MERILLAT.COM CABINETS TO CHOOSE

FROM (AM#1CABINET MAKER)
NEW: GRANITE COUNTER TOPS (^40 SQ FT) SINGLE

UNDER STAINLESS STEEL SINK, NEW FAUCET,
NEW DISPOSAL & TRASH REMOVAL

NEW BATHROOM COMPLETE $6,990
NEW: TUB, FAUCET, TILED SURROUND,

VANITY CABINET, SINK TOP, FAUCET, TILE
FLOOR, TOILET & TRASH REMOVAL

EVERYDAY CUSTOM PAINTING PRICE $189
PER ROOM (WALLS ONLY)

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info

Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways

Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-929-9495,  495-0594
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Give me where to stand, 
and I will move the earth.

-Archimedes
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
.C. Williams seniors Jay
Whitmire and Joe Massaquoi
were supposed to compose one
of the top lineman combos in

the Northern Region during the 2010 sea-
son — a pair of Division I talents wreaking
havoc in the trenches.

The duo of destruction never came to be,
however, as each suffered a significant in-
jury. Whitmire missed the first half of the
season after injuring an ankle and a knee
injury kept Massaquoi out the second half.
The Titans didn’t play a single game with
both on the field at the same time.

On June 12, Whitmire and Massaquoi got
one more chance to play on the same team,
and the duo didn’t disappoint.

They were among seven Titans to suit up
for the Northern Region during the 2nd An-
nual Region Rumble Football All Star Game
at South County Secondary School. A strong

defensive effort and a pair of rushing touch-
downs by Hayfield quarterback Jason
Stewart led to a 20-12 victory for the North-
ern Region, which improved to 2-0 in the
event.

Massaquoi, who will play for Marshall
University, recorded a sack and knocked
down a pass.

“I felt like I got to show what I could have
done if I wasn’t injured,” Massaquoi said.
“I felt like I dominated. … When I got that
sack, it brought me back to during the sea-
son. A rush went through my body.”

Whitmire, who will play at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, played right tackle for the
Northern Region. Receiver Will Rossi was
the other TC offensive player on the roster.
Joining Massaquoi on defense were line-
backers Damian Benton and Tevin Isley and
linemen Deontre Sanders and Eric Berger.

“That’s like the whole reason I did this
was just to play with my TC guys one more
time,” Whitmire said. “If I was just by my-
self, I wouldn’t have done this.”

At times there were four Titans playing
on the defensive side of the ball.

“We had good chemistry,” Isley said, “and
we had good chemistry with the other play-
ers during the practice week.”

T.C. Williams head coach Dennis
Randolph coached the Northern Region and
said the Titans got strong reviews from

other coaches.
“I’m proud of our kids,” he said. “… Once

[other coaches] saw our kids, they said,
‘Hey, you’ve got some athletes.’ Our kids did
a great job.”

T.C. Williams finished the 2010 season
with a 6-4 record, the program’s first win-

By Luci Bach

For the Gazette Packet

C
ompeting against the strongest
high school rowers in North
America, T.C. Williams’ crew team

medaled in multiple events at the two final
regattas of the season: the Scholastic Row-
ing Association (SRAA) National Champi-
onship on May 28  in Camden, N.J., and
the Canadian Secondary Schools Rowing
Association (CSSRA) National champion-
ship on June 5.  Seniors Emily Leidolf and
Nora Willkomm — who have rowed for TC
since eighth grade and missed TC’s prom
to compete one last time at the Canadian
Nationals — won bronze in the uber-com-
petitive senior girls pair category, just one
second behind the silver medal winners.

In addition, TC’s girls second varsity eight
— having switched up the roster to qualify
as a “junior eight” under Canadian rowing
rules — won a silver medal at St.
Catharine’s. The second-place win in
Canada came on the heels of the boat’s
bronze-medal finish at the SRAA National
championship — after turning in the fast-

est overall time in both the qualifying heats
and the semifinals — and two weeks after
the boat won gold at the Stotesbury Cup
Regatta.  Rowing as a junior eight in Canada
were: Madison Stone, Emily Breeding,
Caroline Olsson, Allyson Emblom, Katie
Pickup, Alexandra Lemke, Nadia Magallon,
Paige Mellerio, and Kate Arnold. In the U.S.
championship regattas, the boat also in-
cluded Jackie Tilley, Kate Banchoff, and
Macaela Huddle.

Five TC boats advanced to the finals at
the CSSRA championships at St Catharine’s.
The girls senior eight — which included
seven seniors racing together for the last
time after five years on TC’s varsity crew
team — came up short in the quest to re-
peat their 2010 gold medal win at St.
Catharine’s. They finished in fifth place
overall, out of the original 24-boat field.

TC’s senior girls eight included: Rachel
Blumenstein, Marion Wolz, Nora
Willkomm, Emily Leidolf, Kelsey Donley,
Christina Wohler, Emma Carlisle-Reske,
Jackie Tilley, and Alexandra Lemke.

In addition, racing in a combination
cobbled together only a week ago, TC’s girls
senior lightweight four finished in fourth
place at the Canadian Nationals in a cat-
egory that included the most experienced
lightweight rowers in North America. In-
deed, the gold medal winners, seniors from
Ontario’s E.L. Crossley high school, had al-
ready won gold at both the Stotesbury Cup
Regatta and the SRAA nationals when they
arrived at St. Catharine’s determined to

bring home the “Triple Crown.”  TC’s young
rowers — Macaela Huddle, Nadia Magallon,
Caroline Olsson, Paige Mellerio, and Kate
Arnold, competing in their second champi-
onship race of the day — took the competi-
tion in stride. They held onto third place in
the final race until just before the finish,
when New York’s Eden School sprinted past
them to win bronze. TC’s lightweight boys’
eight — Brian Comey, Cody Brooks, Roger
Gildersleeve, Jeffrey Coan, Chris Porter,
David Salmons, Sam Zickar, Constantine
Ivanis, and Ethan Vannatta — also advanced
to the finals at the Canadian national cham-
pionship. They finished in sixth place in a
field that originally included 12 boats.

TC Well Represented at Region Rumble
Seven Titans play for
Northern Region,
which beats
Northwest Region.

T.C. Williams senior Joe Massaquoi
recorded a sack and knocked down
a pass during the Region Rumble
on June 12 at South County Sec-
ondary School.

T.C. Williams senior Jay Whitmire
played right tackle for the North-
ern Region during the June 12
Region Rumble at South County
Secondary School.

ning season since 1995. The Titans ended
the school year as the most well-represented
team at the Region Rumble.

“I felt this was like a TC game,” Massaquoi
said, “because we were so deep here.”

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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TC Crew Finishes Strong
TC takes home
multiple medals in
final two regattas.

T.C. Williams seniors Emily Leidolf
and Nora Willkomm won bronze at
the Canadian nationals.
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The T.C. Williams junior eight are seen after receiving their silver medals
at the Canadian nationals.
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Recreation Center To Host Olympic Day
From Page 13

pics: fair play, perseverance, respect and sports-
manship.

McCullough, a soccer paralympian, was a starter
for the U.S. Paralympic Team for 12 years. He played
in the 1998 World All-Star Game in Rio de Janeiro
and competed in the 1996 Atlanta and 2004 Athens
Summer Games.

On Sept. 17, 1988, Limas made history when she
became the first American, the first female to win a
gold medal at the 24th Olympic Games in Seoul,
Korea in the sport of Tae Kwon Do. Limas, a mem-
ber of the United States Tae Kwon Do team for six
years, competes in a sport that has seen extraordi-
nary growth throughout the United States and world-
wide.

As taken from the Olympic Committee’s website:

“Olympic Day is a worldwide commemoration of
Baron Pierre de Coubertin’s June 23, 1894, conven-
ing of the first International Olympic Committee
(IOC) meeting at the Sorbonne in Paris, and the
founding of the Modern Olympic Games. National
Olympic Committees (NOCs) throughout the world
will also participate in the international celebration,
with each Olympic Committee sending Olympic Day
greetings to participating nations.”

The celebration would not be complete without the
musical bravado of NU ERA.

From Washington D.C., the group, comprised of
five young men, appeals to all age groups, while sing-
ing classic Motown hits to their original music and
sound.

For more information, contact McKenya Dilworth-
Abdalla at 703-746-5533.

T
he final game of Alexandria’s inaugural
Miracle League baseball season took place
June 4, when the Kelley Cares Foundation

presented a check for $10,000 to the Miracle League
of Alexandria to kick off a fundraising campaign to
build a synthetic turf Miracle Field made specifically
for special needs participants.

“Even though the first Miracle League season is
over, registration for the fall league will begin soon
and we are always looking for ‘Angels in the Out-
field’ volunteers and corporate support,” said Thera-
peutic Recreation Director Jackie Person. “Commu-
nity volunteer and financial support is critical in
helping us reach our goal of building an accessible
Miracle Field.”

The Miracle League of Alexandria was formed to
create additional outdoor recreational opportunities
for individuals of all abilities to have a chance to
play baseball as part of an organized league. Dona-
tions are being sought to raise $135,000 to build a
synthetic turf Miracle Field for use by the league as
well as community sports organizations.

“No experience is required, just the desire to make
a difference,” Person said.  “We strive to remove
physical and social barriers by welcoming and valu-
ing everyone who would otherwise be excluded.”

To contribute to the Miracle League of Alexandria,
contact Bill Rivers at 703-683-6526 or
rivers15@comcast.net.  Donations can be made
online at www.MiracleLeagueofAlexandria.com.

Sports

‘Angels’ Wanted for Miracle League
Members of the fraternity Omega Psi Phi – Psi Nu Chapter (Angels in the Outfield).

Chelsea Murray, right, running with 'Angel
in the Outfield' volunteer Ann Redfearn
from Teen Programs.
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