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S
onya “The Black Widow”
Thomas ate 40 hot dogs in
10 minutes to win the first

women’s July Fourth Nathan’s Hot
Dog Eating Contest at Coney Is-
land.

She said it’s “like the competi-
tive eating Superbowl. I always
had a dream of getting first place.”

Thomas, who is 43 years old, 5
feet 5 inches and weighs 100 lbs.,
was born in South Korea. She
moved to the United States in
1997 and settled in Alexandria.

She takes pride in being from
Alexandria; she enjoys the fact
that they announce it before ev-
ery contest. “It’s my first home
since I’m an immigrant from Ko-
rea,” she said.

Thomas said she was always a

good eater. “I could always eat
more than normal people. People
could not believe me when I was
eating.”

She also was always very com-
petitive. “Not only in eating, in
everything in my life. I really be-
lieve in myself.”

In 2002, she saw the Nathan’s
Hot Dog Eating Contest on televi-
sion. At that time, the top eater in
the world was Takeru Kobayashi.
He ate 50 hot dogs in 12 minutes.
His career drew attention to the
competitive eating world.

Thomas went to 7-Eleven and
bought a few hot dogs, but she had
trouble getting them down. She
thought, “I’m not going to enter
the contest because I don’t want

to look dumb.”
In 2003, she entered the

Nathan’s Molly Pitcher qualifier in

Alexandria’s Black Widow Devours Her Competition
Sonya Thomas sets eating records.

Counselor-in-training Alex Brown supervises Fritz Eastman and
Hugh Mullane on a Sunfish at the Washington Sailing Marina at
Daingerfield Island during the summer sailing camp.
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Escaping the Heat

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
hen Jefferson-Hous-
ton Elementary
School first opened in
1970, the facility was

a progressive experiment in “open
classrooms.” The
building had few
walls, allowing stu-
dents and teachers to
move freely through-
out the facility. The li-
brary was situated at
the center of the
building, with ex-
posed hallways radi-
ating into exposed
classrooms.

“What I remem-
ber most is the
people,” said Keisha
Bogan, who at-
tended Kindergar-
ten at Jefferson-
Houston shortly af-
ter it opened in
1975 and is now a
principal at
Hammond Middle
School. “When I
look back on it now,
I realize that they
were doing the best they could do to
make me feel welcome and build a
community.”

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
f you build it, they will drive. That’s
the concern of West End residents who
are opposing a plan to widen

Beauregard Street.
“If you keep building lanes, they’re all

going to be full,” said Lynn Bostain, a Semi-
nary Valley resi-
dent. “If they’re
really trying to
reduce SOVs —
single-occupancy
vehicles — there’s
only one way to
do it: You have to
take lanes away
and make people
go to another al-
ternative form of
transportation.”

The debate about Beauregard comes as
city officials are planning the future of the
West End corridor, a major thoroughfare in
the city that connects Fairfax County to Ar-
lington through Alexandria. Plans call for
the street to be transformed into a high-ca-
pacity transit corridor by carving out dedi-
cated lanes for bus-rapid transit that would
eventually upgrade to streetcars. Alexandria
Vice Mayor Kerry Donley says removing ex

A Planning
Dilemma
West End neighbors
oppose widening
major thoroughfare.

“If you keep
building
lanes, they’re
all going to
be full.”

— Lynn Bostain

New Day
Jefferson-Houston
to get new leadership.

Rosalyn
Rice-Harris
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“As goes
Jefferson-

Houston, so
goes ACPS.”

— School
Superintendent

Morton Sherman

Page 21

Home
Life
Style
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Week in Alexandria
News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

I
t was a party 262 years in the
making as Alexandria
celebrated its birthday July 9

with a day of fun and entertain-
ment that culminated with a fire-
works display over the Potomac
River accompanied by the Alexan-
dria Symphony Orchestra’s play-
ing of Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Over-
ture.

Held at Oronoco Bay Park, Mae-
stro Kim Allen Kluge led the ASO
in a concert that was highlighted
by the United States Marine Corp
Basic Training School, whose
members provided the traditional
cannon salute during the 1812
overture finale.

Birthday Bash with a Boom
Alexandria cel-
ebrates its 262nd
birthday.

Photos by Lashawn Avery-Simons/Gazette Packet

Fireworks light up the sky over the Potomac River July 9 as Alexandria celebrates its
262nd birthday.

The Victorian Society of Falls Church enjoys fried
chicken, fruit salad and pastries as they celebrate
Alexandria’s birthday in Oronoco Bay Park.

Resi-
dents
enjoy

the
birthday

cele-
bration

in
Oronoco

Bay
Park.

As part of the birthday festivi-
ties, the Parks and Recreation
Commission presented its annual
awards to individuals, groups and
businesses that have made ex-
traordinary contributions to the

City of Alexandria. Those honored
included Kevin Beekman, Travis
Hester, Melissa Russell and Nick
Partee for their creation of the Four
Mile Run Farmers and

See Birthday,  Page 9

Summertime Popularity
This week, Mayor Bill Euille released a list of names for a

group that’s sure to be the most popular people in Alexandria
this summer — the Waterfront Plan Work Group.

Members include: Christopher Ballard, principal at
McWilliamsBallard, a residential real-estate and marketing firm;
Bert Ely, head of the Ely Company, a financial institutions and
monetary policy consulting firm; Mindy Lyle, president of
Connections Marketing Associates; Elliot Rhodeside, princi-
pal of Rhodeside & Hartwell, a firm offering urban planning
and landscape design; Nate Macek, a transportation consult-
ant representing the Waterfront Committee; David Olinger, a
Realtor representing the Old Town Civic Association; and Lt.
Gen. Bob Wood (ret.), who served as the United States Army’s
strategic planner in developing and implementing the Army’s
strategic response plan for combating terrorism after 9/11. The
meetings will be convened by Councilman Paul Smedberg,
who will have a non-voting role in the work group.

“I received a strong list of candidates from throughout the
city, and I am confident that the appointees that were chosen
are dedicated to narrowing our differences, building towards a
consensus and offering solutions,” Euille said in a written state-
ment announcing the members.

Meetings are open to the public and expected to begin later
this month.

Chairman Hokey Pokey
Leadership in both of the city’s political parties is shifting,

although one will wait until after the election to hand over the
reins of power.

On Monday, Alexandria Republican Committee Chairwoman
Brenda Hankins announced she would be stepping down
immediately to take a new job. She’s been replaced by former
vice chairman Tom Fulton, who has now assumed the role at
the top of Alexandria’s Grand Old Party. Hankins has been chair-
woman since replacing Chris Marston in 2010.

“I wish the Alexandria GOP continued success,” Hankins wrote
in an e-mail to Republicans announcing her departure. “And
thank you all again for allowing me the opportunity to lead this
wonderful organization over the last year.”

Alexandria Democratic Committees Chairman Clark Mer-
cer will also be leaving the party, although not until he fin-
ishes his term at the end of the year. His wife has accepted a
new position working for U.S. Sen. Mark Warner, moving
from his Capitol Hill office to his Richmond office. As chair-
man, Mercer said he’s proud of creating a candidates’ school,
expanding the party’s membership, making the committee
meetings more active and having the organization receiving
the honor of “Committee of the Year” from the Democratic
Party of Virginia. Mercer has been chairman since replacing
Susan Kellom in 2010.

“It’s bittersweet,” said Mercer, a lifelong Alexandria resident.
“But it’s the right move for our family.”

Assistance Needed
Alexandria City Public Schools is one of 22 school divisions

across Virginia that has significant discrepancies in the long-
term suspension and expulsion rates of disabled and non-dis-
abled students according to a recent report from the United States
Department of Education. Yet officials at the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education failed to adequately review the policies in
Alexandria and other jurisdictions, an oversight that federal of-
ficials consider a violation of the Individuals with Disabilities
Act.

As a result, the federal Office of Special Education Programs
declared Virginia “needs assistance” last month.

“This is not an indication that these school divisions are in the
wrong,” said Julie Grimes, spokeswoman for the Virginia De-
partment of Education, in an e-mail. “This comes as a result of
the Virginia Department of Education misunderstanding what
actions the U.S. Department of Education was expecting.”

— Michael Lee Pope
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David W. Spires
703-765-3500•Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789•Cell: 703-472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
703-370-0808•Cell 703-856-2426

www.partnersinrealestate.com •Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

2202 Traies Court
•Charming Brick Colonial w/Main Lvl
Bdrm/Ba •Elegant Formal Rms •Sun
Room •Chef’s Island Kitchen opens to
Bkfst Rm & FR •2-Story Foyer •Master
Suite w/Jetted Tub/Sep Shower
•Covered Porch Across Rear Elevation
•Lower Lvl Rec Rm •Cul-de-sac Setting
Dir.: S on G. W. Pkwy from Old Town.
R on Morningside, cross Fort Hunt
Rd, R on Kirkside, R on Traies to
2202 on left.
Offered at........................$975,000

7301 Park Terrace
•Potomac Views year round •Total
remake of Villamay beauty •No Expense
Spared •Whole House wired for sound,
security, and lighting •Master Bedroom
with Full Bath includes 2 walk-in closets,
jetted tub, and 3-Head Shower •3 Fire-
places •Smashing  Remodeled Kitchen
•17-foot Balcony •StoreWall Garage
System.
Dir.: S on G.W. Pkwy from Old Town. R
Tulane, L Park Terrace to 7301 on Left.
Offered at .....................$1,150,000

1200 Gatewood Drive
•Custom, Modified Split-Level on Large Corner
Lot •Conveniently Located Main Level Two-Car
Garage •Roofline Transoms Lend Contempo-
rary Flair •Use of Rare Pecky Cypress Accent
Hardwoods •Updated Corian Kitchen with
Generous Breakfast Space •New Master Suite
w/Sitting Area & Walk-in Closet •Luxury Master
Bath w/Jetted Tub & Separate Shower
•Fabulous Entertainment/Recreation Area on
Lower Level
Dir.: S on G.W. Pkwy from Old Town. R on
Tulane, L on Park Terrace, R on Villamay
Blvd., L on Admiral to corner of Admiral
and Gatewood.
Offered at........................$925,000

1211 Tatum Drive
•California Contemporary Home
•Sits on 1.63 Acres and tucked into the

side of a hill
•Transoms, Skylights, & Timbers
•Wonderful Soaring Ceilings
•Designer Granite Kitchen
•3 Remodeled Baths
•Custom Hot Tub Room off Smashing

MBR Suite—MUCH MORE!
Dir.: S on G.W. Pkwy from Old Town. R
Tulane, L Park Terrace, R Tatum to
1211 at end of cul-de-sac.
Offered at.....................$1,199,000

2509 Stone Hedge Drive
•Charming Stone Cape Cod
•3 Bedrooms and 2 Full Baths
•Lovely Deck overlooking an

incredible yard
•New Kitchen •New Baths
•A must-see main-level master

bedroom with doors leading to
deck

Offered at..........................$435,000

7238 Stover Court
•Great Woodstone Town House
•Backing to Huntley Meadows Park
•Unbelievable Privacy •Lovely
Elevated Deck •Island Kitchen with
Den/Breakfast Area •Bright Living
Room •Two Bedrooms with Vaulted
Ceilings •Walkout Unfinished
Basement
Offered at........................$275,000

1222 Woodcliff Court
•Unique Hilltop Cul-De-Sac Setting on
Almost 3/4 Acre of Privacy •First Time
on Active Market Since Built in 1950
•Total Renovation in 2009-2010
•Kitchen Includes New Granite &
Stainless •New Master Suite on Lower
Level with Sitting Room •13' Walk-In-
Closet •Large exercise/hobby room
•New Windows & Freshly Painted
•Garage, Fish ponds & More!
Offered at ........................$679,000

1703 Maple Hill
•Janney’s Lane Area •Over
$200,000 in renovations •Island
Kitchen •Main Level Master Suite
w/New Master Bath •Hobby/ Bonus
Room & Exercise Room
•Covered deck w/patio below
•Two-Car Garage •Full walkout
basement •Two-story Entry Foyer
•All Inside Beltway
Offered at........................$899,980

7413 Burtonwood Drive
•Corner Lot with Terrific Curb Appeal
•Unique Floorplan allows for One-Level
Living •Two Bedrooms, One Shower Bath
on Main Level •Four Bedrooms, Office and
Rec Area on Upper Level •Generous Foyer
Entry •Formal Living and Dining Rooms
•Family Room w/Raised Hearth Fireplace
spans depth of home •Bright, New Kitchen
w/Stainless Appliances & Granite counters
•New Roof •Extensive Hardscape &
Landscape
Offered at........................$925,000

115 E. Glendale Avenue
•Terrific Location – Near

Braddock Metro
•Walk to Del Ray and Mt.

Vernon Ave.
•Three Fully Finished Levels
•Huge Yard – Fenced w/Deck and

Built-In BBQ
•New Granite & Stainless Kitchen
•Two Generous Bedrooms,

one w/Alcove & Built-In
•Off-Street Parking – Sidewalks
Offered at........................$525,000
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2201 Shiver Drive
•Renovated 4 Bedroom, 3 Baths
•Full walk-out basement with

in-law suite
•Hardwood floors & 2 fireplaces
•All that plus a hot tub and carport
•Beautiful property backs to parkland

and creek
Dir.: Fort Hunt Rd – R on Rollins,
L on Colgate, R on Shiver to 2201
on left.
Offered at........................$625,000

8413 Fort Hunt Road
•Located in popular Waynewood
Subdivision •Unique “HADDON” Split
Level •Two FULL BATHS on First Upper
Level •Fully Finished Second Upper
Level – 4th Bedroom •Formal Living
Room with Full Masonry Fireplace
•Generous Separate Formal Dining
Room •Family Room on Walk-out Lower
Level •Fenced Rear Yard with Large
Storage Shed •Estate Sale – Awaits
your Remodeling Ideas
Offered at ........................$479,000
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www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143
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112a east del ray avenue
alexandria, va 22301  •  703.232.6807

johnwbevans@hotmail.com

            • guitar

      • bass guitar

       • 11 years
       experience

       • all ages 5+

    • most styles

   • beginner–advanced

    • individualized
  lessons $35

• trial lesson $20
 with mention of ad

From Page 1

News

isting lanes in the process would
be a recipe for disaster.

“If you don’t widen the road and
reduce it to one lane north and one
lane south, you’ll create absolute
gridlock,” said Donley. “I mean,
that’s not going to be sufficient to
handle the density that’s there to-
day.”

Neighbors disagree. They say
widening the road would dimin-
ish their quality of life, eliminat-
ing a bucolic tree-lined median
and adding space to sidewalks in
a way that would push the corri-
dor deep into the existing right-
of-way. As for Donley’s argument
that reducing the number of lanes
for single-occupancy vehicles
would create gridlock, Bostain
isn’t buying it.

“There’s going to be gridlock
anyway because there was no
transportation plan before BRAC
was developed,” she said. “None.”

BRAC IS the Base Realignment
and Closure Commission, a group
that issued recommendation 133
in 2005 moving thousands of De-
partment of Defense employees
out of rented space in Crystal City.
In an August 2008 letter to BRAC
officials, Deputy City Manager
Mark Jinks said the road capacity
could be achieved by widening
Seminary Road and expanding the
turning capacity from Seminary
into the Mark Center site.

“Since Duke Realty is funding
these road improvements, this site
does not require any Defense Ac-
cess Roads funding,” Jinks wrote
in a letter dated Aug. 13, 2008.
“With these improvements, which
are to be made at the developer’s
expense, city staff is comfortable
that sufficient capacity will be cre-
ated by the proposed and devel-
oper-agreed to improvements and
that no additional transportation
studies are warranted.”

Jinks, who is a candidate to be-

come the next city manager, now
admits the endorsement was
shortsighted. But the damage has
been done. In 2008, the Depart-
ment of Defense announced that
more than 6,000 of its employees
would be moving to the Mark Cen-
ter site. That set off a doomsday
scenario for transportation offi-
cials charged with finding a way
for commuters to get from the
Shirley Memorial Highway to the
Washington Headquarters Service
without bringing neighborhood
streets to a standstill. Now U.S.

Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) is trying a
last ditch effort to limit the num-
ber of cars that can park at the fa-
cility when it opens in September.

“This parking cap is critical to
prevent a traffic nightmare that
will be caused by full occupation
of the Mark Center this fall,”
Moran said last month. “The alter-
native is unendurable delays on
already overcrowded roads.”

CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE of
the problem is the Beauregard

Neighbors Oppose Widening

This fall, City Council members will hold a public
testimony on a plan transportation officials call
Alternative D, which would widen Beauregard Street
to accommodate dedicated lanes for transit.
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See Widening,  Page 29
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
Alexandria
$540,000

58" Plasma Screen
TV Included With
Full Price Offer! 3
Years YOUNG!
Stunning Upgraded,
3-Level, 2-Car Gar.
unit in an IDEAL
location. 2,400 s.f.
Open, Bright Floor
Plan. Hardwoods on
Main Level, Gourmet
Kitchen, Plenty of
Storage. Close to
Shirlington, Del Ray
& Minutes from the
Pentagon.
906 Glebe Rd. W.
Lois Scheiber
571-643-2873

Del Ray
$525,000

Bright updated
end town house
with 3 bedrooms,
2 full baths, 3
finished levels
and off-street
parking. Blocks
to METRO, shops
& restaurants on
“The Avenue”.

539 E. Luray
Avenue

Christine
Garner

703-587-4855

Alexandria
$550,000

Pristine and Perfect!
END unit townhome.
New kitchen includes
new appl, flooring &
the most beautiful
granite ever seen! New
carpet, paint, lighting.
ALL baths updated.
New box bay window,
new atrium door.
Delightful large patio.
AND New roof. 3 BR, 2
full, 2 half baths. Backs
to COMMON area. Easy
access to 395, Mark
Center, D.C., Old Town.

5144
Woodmire Lane

Julie Hall
703-786-3634

Alexandria
$699,900

Blocks to King St.!
Charming brick patio
doubles as possible
off-st. parking (curb
cut). Updated kitchen
& baths, wood floors
throughout, 2 fire-
places. Located near
Historic Civil War-Era
Railroad Tunnel, now
Mt. Vernon Bike Trail.
Freshly painted in/out.
Shows well. Wonder-
ful light, plantation
shutters, recessed
lighting and built-ins.
501 S. Royal Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria
$1,375,000

Recently custom-
built home on a
quiet Old Town
block close to the
riverfront parks,
cafés and shops. 4
BR/3.5 BA on 3
fully finished levels.
Sensational Kit./FR
with FP and built-
ins. Delightful
private bricked
patio garden.

723 South
Fairfax Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Beverley Hills $740,000
3 BR/2.5 BA. Beautiful, Expanded Home in Beverley Hills!
Delightful, bright home w/modern floor plan. Generously
sized bedrooms! Sep. Din. Rm., WB Fireplace, Large yard,
Perfect Location! 711 Chalfonte

Sue Feinthel 703-819-1964

Alexandria/Del Ray $749,900
4 BR/2 BA. Fantastic 2,180 sq. ft. home in popular Del Ray. Features
spacious open floor plan w/newly refin. hardwood floors, large deck &
outdoor area. Private driveway & garage for off-street parking. Steps to
shops and restaurants on Mt. Vernon Ave. & convenient to Braddock
Road Metro.   410 Nelson Avenue E.

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria $275,900
Move right in! Pristine views of trees and open space. Lightly
lived in—amazingly cared for. 2 BR, 2 BA. Washer/dryer.
Upgraded baths. Walk to Van Dorn Metro. New carpet, paint,
tile floors. 5916 Founders Hill Dr. #202

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria
Stunning renovation in the
Marlan Heights/Villamay
neighborhood. 2-car garage
home located at the top of a cul-
de-sac. Minutes to Old Town.
Truly a 10+ home.

1211 Huntly Place

Mary Smith
703-626-9207

Rosemont $1,095,000
Beautifully expanded 4 BR, 4.5 BA colonial with an attached
garage just a few blocks from the King St. METRO, shops &
restaurants in Old Town! Spacious room sizes, 2 staircases, FP,
and a lovely yard with a private brick courtyard for outdoor
entertaining! 400 Russell Road

Christine Garner 703-587-4855
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Benefit for
Breast Cancer Research

See your agent or stop into
the office for your 50/50

raffle ticket.
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News

A Story to Tell
Restaurateur. Radio host. Raconteur. Living Legend. And now,

Pat Troy can add another title: author.
Yes, that’s right. Troy is only weeks away from releasing a tell-

all autobiography that will chronicle his many fights with City
Hall, his unsuccessful campaigns for public office and his decades
of experience as one of the city’s most colorful characters. Pub-
lished by the Maryland-based Word Wizards, the book is titled
“Pat Troy: I Have a Story To Tell.”

“I didn’t hold anything back,” said the outspoken Irishman dur-
ing his raucous 70th birthday at Ireland’s Own Restaurant. “You
can’t write a book if you don’t tell the truth — the whole truth.”

Working with co-author Kim O’Connor, Troy conducted more
than 12 hours of interviews that were edited into a narrative for
the book. It begins with his childhood and chronicles his entire
life, including photos from his birthday party this week. Topics
include the contentious public hearing for the special-use permit
to open his Pitt Street location, the time President Ronald
Reagan visited the pub, Troy’s longstanding quest to have Wa-
terfront Park named in honor of John Fitzgerald and his un-
successful campaigns for City Council.

“There will be some surprises too,” said Troy, adding that he’s
expecting the book to be released in about two months.

Oils of Old Town
Olive oil has been around since the Neolithic Period, yet Old

Town has never had an olive oil tasting room. Until now.
Earlier this month, Olio opened its doors on King Street in the

former location of retailer Banana Tree, which closed its doors
after 25 years in business earlier this year to move its business
online. Hoping to replicate a popular European concept, Olio bills
itself as an olive oil and vinegar tasting room.

“We are excited to share with our clients in Alexandria a unique,
healthful, totally delicious approach to cooking and eating,” said
owner Penny Willimann. “We think that once customers expe-
rience Olio, they will be hooked.”

The concept of a tasting room for olive oil originated in the
Mediterranean region of Europe, where olive farms are plentiful.
Willimann says that the idea has been growing rapidly in the
United States, with a new tasting room opening every month or
so. That’s why she and her husband Mike Willimann think that
the time is right to open one in Old Town, capitalizing on
Alexandria’s reputation for being a city of foodies. Aside from the
health benefits, Penny Willimann says olive oil can be used on a
variety of dishes.

“Grilled salmon marinated with spicy chipotle olive oil and
mango balsamic vinegar, fresh spinach salad tossed with limon-
infused olive oil and raspberry walnut vinegar, and dark choco-
late balsamic vinegar reduced and drizzled on vanilla bean ice
cream are only the tip of the iceberg of mouthwatering possibili-
ties,” said Willimann.

Merchandise includes a variety of flavor-infused oils and aged
balsamic vinegars, each housed in its own Italian-made stainless
steel container known as “fusti.” Selections are bottled on site.

Scratch and Win
Feeling lucky? Love earrings? Then head over to the Silver Par-

rot on lower King Street.
Last week, the longtime Old Town retailer announced it will be

giving away free earrings for life to one lucky customer as part of
an unusual scratch-off contest. Yes, that’s right free earrings each
year for the rest of the winner’s life. The scratch-off cards will be
sent to VIPs — that’s Very Important Parrots — who will scrape
the tickets to find out if they’ve won. Customers must bring their
scratch-off cards in the store before revealing their prize. The
contest runs from July 14-30.

Other prizes include discounts and Parrot Cash, which can be
redeemed for merchandise

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he Rotary Club of Alexandria formally in-
stalled John Woods Jr. as the 84th club
president at the July 12 meeting that also
recognized the 2011-2012 slate of offic-

ers and board members.
“I have a favorite country song called ‘What Was I

Thinking?’” laughed Woods, a 42-year resident of
Alexandria and past chairman of the board of the
Chamber of Commerce.  “But I am confident of the

wonderful and dedicated board members that sur-
round me so I shouldn’t be able to do too much dam-
age in one year.”

Woods is a principal at Woods-Peacock Engineer-
ing, a service-disabled veteran-owned structural en-
gineering consulting firm headquartered in Alexan-
dria. He received a bachelor of science from The Cita-
del and master’s degree from Duke University and
currently serves as the treasurer of the Vietnam Me-
morial Fund.

“We are in the midst of trying to raise $100 mil-
lion to build an education center on the Mall,” said
Woods, who has been a member of the Rotary Club
since March of 1980. “A few years ago I thought I
might start stepping back a bit from my community
involvement. But Rotary is such a vital part of the
city and with the help of so many dedicated mem-
bers of the organization, I am looking forward to
serving my year as president.”

John Woods takes reins
as 84th club president.

Rotary Club Installs New Officers

Alexandria Rotary Club board members for 2011-2012 are: Peter Knetemann, Mary
Ann Karau, Victor Dymowski, Daniel Fannon, Ted Stark, Gordon Peyton, Darcy Goetze,
Leon Duncan and Raymond Petniunas.

Old Town resident John
Woods Jr., right, is sworn
in as president of the
Alexandria Rotary Club July
12 by Sergeant-at-Arms Sir
Stuart Matthews.

Outgoing Rotary president Gayle Spurr, left, and John
Woods exchange gavels at the club installation ceremony
July 12.
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News Briefs
News

Police Investigate Bank Robbery
Alexandria Police are inves-

tigating a bank robbery that
occurred July 5 at the Virginia
Commerce Bank, located at
1414 Prince St. Around 12:28
p.m., a man entered the bank,
displayed a handgun and de-
manded money. The teller
relinquished an undisclosed
amount of cash and the sus-
pect fled the area on a silver
mountain bicycle. No one was
injured.

The suspect is described as
a black male, 30 to 40 years-
old, approximately 6’1” with
a thin build. The suspect was
wearing a yellow construc-
tion helmet, a black sleeveless
shirt overtop of a white long
sleeve shirt and blue jeans.

Anyone with any additional
information about this robbery is asked to call the Criminal Investi-
gations Section of the Alexandria Police Department at 703-838-
4444 or the Crime Solvers tip line at 703-838-4858. Witnesses can
remain anonymous.

Grant Provides Free Smoke Alarms
Through the Institution of Fire Engineers-USA Branch — and

funded by a $949,000 grant by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Fire Prevention and Safety Grant Program — the Alexandria
Fire Department is receiving $124,118 to provide smoke and car-
bon monoxide alarms to the community.

In addition, funds from this grant will go towards the purchase
and distribution of outreach materials which are designed to in-
crease the community’s awareness of the advantages of early de-
tection of smoke, fire and carbon monoxide. The department plans
to purchase smoke / carbon monoxide alarms as well as smoke
alarms for the hard of hearing. Such alarms will be made available
to city residents at no charge.

Police Officer Recruits Graduate
Eight Alexandria Police Department recruits graduated on June

22 from the 124th session of the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice
Training Academy’s Basic Law Enforcement School.

The recruits will be state certified in basic law enforcement after
completing a four-month field training program. The new officers
are Mark A. Aiesi, Marielsi Alvarez Campos, Nuno M. Cunha, John
Paul Jones, Kirsten Knapp, Micah Pasquarell, Alex A. Siles and
Jeremiah Weiss.

The 24-week program for deputy sheriffs and police officers from
the Northern Virginia area covered law enforcement principles and
procedures, including criminal codes, accident investigation, physical
training and defensive tactics.

Bank robbery suspect

  Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Summer in
The City

Artist Penny Hauffe puts the
finishing touches on one of her
paintings during the 31st An-
nual Arts and Crafts Festival
and Volunteer Fair held June
18-19 at Market Square. Fea-
turing local artisans and
musicians, the fair also show-
cased opportunities for
volunteering in Alexandria and
kicked off a new weekly arts
and crafts fair sponsored by
Volunteer Alexandria that be-
gan Sunday, July 10 at 105 N.
Alfred St. For more informa-
tion, visit
www.volunteeralexandria.org.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran praises the work of
New Hope Housing executive director
Pamela Michell and volunteers that gath-
ered July 12 to make over the Alexandria
Community Shelter.

‘All Hands on Deck’
M

ore than 100 volunteers gathered July 12
for “All Hands on Deck,” a one-day
initiative to improve the facilities of the

Alexandria Community Shelter.
“The homeless deserve a chance,” said Pam

Michell, executive director of New Hope Housing,
the nonprofit organization that operates the city-
owned emergency shelter. “When given an opportu-
nity, you can change your life.”

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) was on hand to kick
off the day of service, a project of the Alexandria
Economic Opportunities Commission.

 “This is what community is all about,” said Moran
as he praised the efforts of Home Depot and the more
than two dozen businesses and individuals that con-
tributed to the project. “We need to rely on
volunteerism now more than ever since funds may
not always be there.”

Home Depot was initially asked to donate a few
cans of paint by EOC chair Allison Silberberg. They
responded by providing more than $5,000 worth of
materials and 40 skilled volunteers to assist with the
painting, repairs and installation of new flooring,
blinds and landscaping at the 65-bed facility.

 “We are happy to be here,” said Home Depot store
manager Joseph Hand. “We know there is a real value
in giving back to the communities we serve.”

Other business donors included Hooray for Books!,
NextDay Blinds, Barston’s Child’s Play, Dunkin’ Do-
nuts, Honest Tea, Trader Joe’s, Atlantis Pizza, La Casa
Restaurant, MOM’s Organic Market, Hungry For
Music, Monterey’s Pizza, Whole Foods, The Hoffman
Company, AMC Theatres, Focus Data Solutions, the
Ladies Group at Bethlehem Baptist Church and the
Calvary Chapel. Los Tios in Del Ray provided dinner
for volunteers at the end of the day.

Del. Charniele Herring (D-46) and City Council-
man Rob Krupicka joined Moran in thanking the

Volunteers gather to make over Community Shelter.

volunteers and organizers for their efforts.
“New Hope Housing is keeping our homeless safe

and giving them a chance,” said Moran, who served
as vice president of the EOC in 1976. “They know
that but for the grace of God, the homeless are us.”

600 Turn Out for Housing Expo
Nonprofits say demand is overwhelming.

By Nick Horrock

Gazette Packet

T
he Northern Virginia Housing Opportunities
Expo on June 25 drew some 600 individu-

a l s
and families seeking sales and rental hous-

ing and attending seminars on everything from mort-
gages to the responsibilities of being a tenant, ac-
cording to Michelle Krocker one of the organizers.

Krocker, executive director of the Northern Virginia
Affordable Housing Alliance, said this is the first time
many of the banks, real estate and social service
groups had come together on a Northern Virginia
regional basis. “I think this allowed people to look
at all the opportunities in the region not just their
own town or county.” She said people operate their
lives region wide, often working in one area and liv-
ing in another.

The expo, held at T.C. Williams High School, was
aimed at helping low and moderate income families
and people of different ethnic backgrounds find hous-
ing. In addition to commercial exhibitors like Chase
and PNC banks and a range of mortgage and real
estate firms, there were government housing office
booths from Fairfax and Arlington counties, the Town

of Herndon and the City of Alexandria.
Fairfax, for instance, had a booth that included

the details of the county’s first time buyers program.
Karen Serfis, executive director of Ahome, a non-

profit group that helps low and moderate income
households find housing, said her booth was liter-
ally overwhelmed on Saturday morning giving out
all of its brochures and signing up 15 people for a
seminar it holds in Arlington.

In addition to some 30 booths where visitors could
get information on credit, mortgage and financing,
the expo conducted four seminars in English, Viet-
namese, Spanish and Chinese on improving credit
scores, creating a spending plan, and “looking to rent,
what you should know.”

Krocker said they had lots of young single work-
ers who came in looking for information on renting
as well as others who had lost homes to foreclosure.

Edith, who asked that her last name not be pub-
lished, is a single mother who said she is hoping to
move up from renting in the Springfield area to
owning a home. She was loaded with brochures and
had attended two seminars. She said the home buy-
ing process seminar was extremely valuable.

There were booths on fair housing laws, Asian Ameri-
can Home Ownership Counseling and legal services.
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Do you or your loved one suffer
from PARKINSON’S DISEASE?

Alexandria Fairfax Neurology, PC
703 453 8017

Have you or your loved one developed unusual behaviors
like, seeing, feeling or hearing things that are not really there?
If so, those eligible may qualify for a clinical research study
with an investigational medication for this condition.
Investigational drug and study related procedures and
assessments are provided at no cost to you.

For further information, please call

With Everything
You Need in

One Convenient
Place

Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria

Summer
IS A BREEZE

At The Shops of Fox Chase

News

Artisans Market. The Corporate Neighborhood Award was
presented to Whiting Turner Contracting Company and Cen-
tury Contracting Corporation in recognition of their efforts
assisting city and Arlandria community members in convert-
ing the former Duron Retail Store into a community building.

Three individuals were recognized for their commitment to
improving the city: Jim Clark for his volunteer cleanup activi-
ties in Monticello and Chinquapin Parks; David Dexter for his
volunteer service as a Planning District III Park & Recreation
Commission member and Bill Rivers for his service to youth
and adults with physical and mental disabilities in the cre-
ation of the Miracle League of Alexandria.

Honoring Waterston
Actor Sam Waterston (center left)

and documentary filmmaker Ken Burns
share a moment with Alexandria resi-
dent Donna DeCorleto, (second from
right), vice chairman of the Old
Sturbridge Village board of trustees, at
a recent dinner in Waterston’s honor
hosted by the Massachusetts living his-
tory museum. With them are OSV
historians Kim Adams (left) and Kathy
Kime (right). Waterston received the
2011 “Ken Burns Lifetime Achievement
Award” in recognition of his many his-
torical roles. More than 200 people
attended the benefit, which raised ap-
proximately $28,000 for the
Massachusetts living history museum.

Submitted photo

Kim Allen Kluge conducts the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra which played a selec-
tion of tunes from “Harry Potter,” “South
Pacific” and a Duke Ellington Suite, along
with the traditional 1812 Overture and
Sousa marches to accompany the fire-
works display.

Submitted photo

ABC-TV 7 anchor Alison Starling gave the
opening remarks at last weekend’s Alex-
andria Birthday Celebration

Lashawn Avery-Simons/Gazette Packet

Marie Weidman waits in line to
get her face painted.

From Page 3

Birthday Bash
With a Boom
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People

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Louise Harrison and Harold Suggs
were named King and Queen of the
Alfred Street Baptist Church Senior
Prom July 8.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Al and Gloria Stokes, married 52
years, at the Senior Prom.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Roxie Sanders, 73, poses for her
prom photo.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Jackie Louis on the dance floor.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Shirley and Leslie Roberts, married 34
years, take to the dance floor.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Photographer Andres Alsop prepares
Khandi Barksdale and Calvin Harris Sr.
for their prom photo.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Margaret Pemberton, Morning Vines and Lorrine Horner.
Vines, 91, was celebrated as the oldest attendee at the ASBC
Senior Prom.

‘Senior Prom’
Alfred Street Baptist Church cel-
ebrates seniors.

led attendees in the Electric Slide on the dance floor.
“If I’m going down, y’all are going down with me.”

Louise Harrison and Harold Suggs had their
names drawn as King and Queen of the prom, which
Graham hopes will become a tradition.

 “This has been a wonderful evening,” Graham
said. “I hope others will see we can love the Lord
and still have fun.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Alfred Street Baptist Church held its first “Senior Prom” July 8 as more
than 90 members  of ASBC, Annie B. Rose and Ladrey retirement homes
gathered for an evening of dining, dancing and entertainment.

“When the pastor is out of town, this is what we do,” laughed director
of missions and executive assistant to the pastor Rosette Graham as she

New Online Guide to Dog Friendly Alex-
andria

Search “Dog Friendly” on
VisitAlexandriaVA.com for a new online guide to
events, shops, attractions and dog parks. Direct
link:

http://vis i ta lexandriava.com/about-
alexandria/dog-days-of-summer/

EVERY SUNDAY
West End Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,

rain or shine, in Ben Brenman Park. Primarily
producer-only, every week offers fresh, locally
grown fruits, vegetables and herbs; freshly
baked breads, pastries and desserts; artisanal

cheeses and yogurt; free range chicken, pork, beef
and buffalo; handmade, fresh pasta and oven-
ready meals; sweet, savory and smoky nuts; jams,
jellies, salsas and sauces; beautiful fresh cut
flowers and potted plants. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org.

SATURDAY/JULY 16
Speak Up for a Child. 11 a.m. Fairfax Court

Appointed Special Advocates is hosting an
information session for volunteers. If you would
like to learn more about advocating for abused or
neglected children, call 703-273-3526, x22 or
email ekosarin@casafairfax.org. At Sherwood
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane,
Alexandria.

JULY 16 AND 17
Cat Adoption Summer Launch.  11 a.m. to 5

p.m. both days. Kick-off of King Street Cats’ (KSC)
“What About Me?” campaign for the adoption of
special needs and senior cats with refreshments
and face painting. At KSC headquarters, 25 Dove
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. Free. If interested in
adopting, contact Allie Phillips at (703) 231-7199
or alliekattgirl@cox.net

THURSDAY/JULY 21
Webinar Travel Workshop. Noon to 1 p.m. Topic

is “Using Data to Measure the Success of Your
Travel Management Program.” Hosted by McNair

Travel Management. RSVP by July 20, to
Shannon at sjaenicke@macnairtravel.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 23
Back-to-School Health Fair. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Open to uninsured school-aged children
residing in the city of Alexandria. The health
centers request that families bring
immunization records, a health history and
any allergy information to their child’s
appointment. A parent or guardian must be
present. At the Arlandria Health Center, 2 East
Glebe Road, Alexandria. Call 703-535-5418.

Bulletin Board
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News

Taking Care of Animals

Summer Camp
Shelter Buddies Camp for children enter-

ing 3rd or 4th grade:
July 18-22
Aug. 8-12
Aug. 22-26
Shelter Buddies Camp for children enter-

ing 5th or 6th grade:
July 25-29
Another option offered by the Animal

Welfare League of Alexandria is Dog Days
of Summer Camp, where children learn
about dog behavior, training and sports.
This camp is offered only to those entering
5th through 8th grades.

Dog Days of Summer Camp for children
entering 5th or 6th grades:

Aug. 15-19
Aug. 29-Sept. 2
Dog Days of Summer Camp for children

entering 7th or 8th grades:
Aug. 1-5.

By Marilyn Lewis Campbell

Gazette Packet

M
egan Knight is looking for a
summer activity for her 9-
year-old daughter, Samantha.

The Alexandria mom says she wants her
daughter to have fun this summer, but also
to learn the importance of public service.

“I want her to know that she needs to do
something for someone other than herself,”
Knight said, a 38-year-old Alexandria resi-
dent. “I’m all for swimming and playing
games, but I want her to have a tender heart
and to realize how fortunate she is.”

Knight is considering the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria’s summer camp, Shel-
ter Buddies. The next session begins July
18. The goal of the camp is to introduce
children to animal sheltering, animal care
and local wildlife. Students participate in
traditional camp activities, but the crafts
and games are designed to educate camp-
ers and support the animal shelter.

“A lot of what we do is break myths and
stereotypes about animals,” Education and
Training Manager for the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria Suzanne D’Alonzo

Animal Welfare League of Alexandria
offers Shelter Buddies Summer Camp.

said. “When the economy tanked, we
thought about how we could reach out to
the community to let them know what we
need.”

EACH OF THE WEEK-LONG camps
includes an overview of the shelter, a meet-
and-greet with a variety of animals, special-
ized lessons about dogs and cats, and ac-
tivities that focus on small animals, such as
rabbits, birds, turtles, guinea pigs, and gen-
eral animal education, such as the impor-
tance of spaying and neutering. The camp-
ers even get a visit from a representative
from Alexandria animal control.

“A lot of what we do is educating kids
about being good pet owners,” camp assis-
tant summer intern and student at
Longwood University Katie Ogden said.
“Sometimes an animal will come in with-
out a collar. [Children] will see the diffi-
culty in locating the owner without any
identification. Hopefully this is something
that they take home to their parent and then
carry on with them through their lives.”

CAMPERS MAKE crafts such as kitty
wands — feline toys made with duct tape
and strips of fabric. “The wands remain in
the cages with the cats,” Ogden said, “and
when they are adopted, it gives the cat
something with a familiar scent to take
home. That cat will be going into a new
environment, so the wand is one thing the
cat has that is familiar and is comforting.”

Another camp project is designed to help
dogs develop socialization skills. Every child
is assigned a dog, and they reward the dog’s
good behavior with chopped hot dogs. “The
dogs become better behaved and more
adoptable,” D’Alonzo said. “A lot of our dogs
need to be around more people.”

All camp sessions start at 9:30 a.m. and
end at 3:30 p.m. They are filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. For more informa-
tion, contact Suzanne D’Alonzo:
sdalonzo@alexandriaanimals.org or 703-
746-5656.

Campers get
acquainted

with a guinea
pig. The

campers are,
from left

going clock-
wise, Sydney
Payne, Kate

Castle, Anna-
Jane Guynn

and Abby
Adams.
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F
irst of all, there are some very impor-
tant races taking place on Aug. 23,
and absentee voting is already under-
way. If there is any chance

you might either be away on vacation
on Aug. 23 or you might have a com-
bined work day and commute of 10
hours (that is to say, if you work), or you might
be away for any other reason, you can vote in
person absentee or by paper ballot absentee.

PRIMARIES AUG. 23
❖ Fairfax County Board of Supervisors,

Braddock district Democrats, Janet Oleszek
and Christopher Wade compete to face incum-
bent John Cook (R) in November.

❖ Senate District 30, Democrats Adam Ebbin,
Libby Garvey and Rob Krupicka are in a three-
way race for the nomination to replace retir-
ing state Sen. Patsy Ticer. The winner will face
Tim McGee (R) in November. This district, in-
cluding parts of Arlington, Alexandria and
Mount Vernon, trends to Democrats, so the
primary could determine the winner.

❖ Senate District 31, Democrats Jaime
Areizaga-Soto (D) and Barbara A. Favola (D)
face off; winner will face Caren Merrick (R),
to replace retiring Sen. Mary Margaret
Whipple. If you live in McLean, Great Falls,
parts of Herndon or Sterling, listen up, you are
likely in this newly configured district that used
to be almost entirely in Arlington.

❖ Senate District 36, Republicans Jeffrey M.
Frederick (R) and Tito Muñoz (R) compete to
face state Sen. Toddy Puller (D) in this district
that includes Mount Vernon, parts of Lorton
and much more of Prince William County than
before redistricting.

❖ Senate District 39, Republicans Miller
Baker and Scott Martin compete to challenge
incumbent state Sen. George Barker (D) in

November. This district encompasses
parts of Centreville, Clifton, Lorton,
Fairfax Station, Springfield and the City
of Alexandria.

❖ House of Delegates 49, Democratic pri-
mary, Stephanie Clifford (D) v. Alfonso H.
Lopez (D). So far there is no Republican or
other candidate so the winner of the primary
could be uncontested in November in this Ar-
lington district.

UNCONTESTED:
Parties could still add a candidate up until

Primary Election Day, Aug. 23, but at this point
it’s unlikely that many of these seats will be
contested. This is not an exhaustive list.

Fairfax County, Hunters Mill Board of Super-
visors, incumbent Cathy Hudgins (D) is so far
uncontested. Also on the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, Pat Herrity (R-Springfield), Jeff
McKay (D-Lee), Gerry Hyland (D-Mount
Vernon), Michael Frey (R-Sully) are uncon-
tested.

House of Delegates District 35 in Vienna, Del.
Mark Keam (D) is so far uncontested

House of Delegates, District 86, Del. Tom
Rust (R) is so far uncontested in this district in
parts of Oak Hill, Herndon, Chantilly and
Loudoun.

House of Delegates, District 41, Del. Eileen
Filler-Corn (D) is so far uncontested in this
district that covers parts of Fairfax, Burke and
Springfield.

House of Delegates, District 53, Del. Jim
Scott (D) is so far uncontested.

House of Delegates, District 43, Del. Mark
Sickles (D) is so far uncontested.

House of Delegates, District 44, Del. Scott
Surovell (D) is so far uncontested in this Mount
Vernon district.

House of Delegates, District 45, Del. David
Englin (D) is so far uncontested in this district
that includes parts of Mount Vernon, Alexan-
dria and Arlington.

House of Delegates, District 46, Del.
Charniele Herring (D) is so far uncontested in
this City of Alexandria district.

There are some hotly contested races for
November, but more on those races later.

To register to vote, to vote absentee, con-
tact:

Alexandria Board of Elections, 703-746-
4050, http://alexandriava.gov/Elections

Be Part of the
Pet Gazette

The summer edition of the Pet Gazette will
publish on July 27, with contributions and sub-
missions due July 21.

Send in photos of you or other members of
your family with your pet or pets along with a
caption that includes the full names of every-
one pictured, the ages of the pet(s) and any
children, information about the pet(s) and a
description of what is happening in the photo.
Include your town name as well. Good to in-
clude: who, what, where, when and why.

We welcome photos, drawings or other art-
work; stories and anecdotes about what makes
your pet special, how you came to adopt your
pet or any other story you’d like to share about
your pet; advice for others on adopting or car-
ing for pets.

Send photos and other submissions by July
21 to smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

Hot Races? Primaries? Uncontested?
Northern Virginia awash in uncontested races;
but there are several hot primaries on Aug. 23.

Editorial

Clarifying
Transitways
To the Editor:

This letter is written in response to the re-
cently published concern that the City has not
given the community enough time and input
into the transportation planning process, and
provides clarification and facts regarding the
planned High Capacity Transitways.

The High Capacity Transitways, part of the
City’s Strategic Plan and Transportation Mas-
ter Plan, address needs of an urban, historic,
and multi-modal transportation oriented city.
The City is focused on creating a system that
encourages the use of alternative modes of
transportation, and reduces dependence on
single occupancy vehicles.

The Transportation Master Plan identifies a
network of High Capacity Transitways in three
of Alexandria’s most important travel corridors.
These transitways will allow frequent and re-
liable transit service to existing and future de-
velopment areas and to local and regional tran-
sit hubs. These transitways include:

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 14

Photo by Ross Sylvestri/Gazette Packet

Snapshot
Pedestrians walking down King Street pass by a Life Is Good cutout.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  July 14-20, 2011  ❖  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

What is Community
YouthMapping in Alexandria?
Teams of teenage YouthMappers
will be walking door-to-door this
summer to identify the faces,
spaces and places that are
valuable resources for youth and
their families.
The result of Community
YouthMapping: a voice for youth
in our community and a valuable
database of information for kids,
parents, service providers,
policymakers and all Alexandria
citizens.

Please Welcome
the YouthMappers.

Sponsored by the Substance
Abuse Prevention Coalition
of Alexandria and its
partners:

Office on Women and Alexandria
Campaign on Adolescent
Pregnancy

Alexandria City Public Schools

Alexandria Department of
Community and Human Services

Alexandria Fire Department

Alexandria Health Department

Alexandria Police Department

Alexandria Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities

Alexandria Sheriff ’s Department;

JobLink

Partnership for a Healthier
Alexandria

Discover the positive voice
of Alexandria’s youth.
For details, please visit
www.preventit
alexandria.org.
For more information,
call Noraine Buttar
at 703-746-3670.

Community
YouthMappers will
be in Alexandria’s
East End, July 11 -
August 19.

See Neighbors,  Page 14

Opinion

By Katharine Medina

Rebuilding Together Alexandria

I
n 1940, when she was 15 years
old, Helen’s* parents bought a
charming bungalow in Alexan-
dria, and the teenager lived there

until she married. The newlyweds
moved to Arlington, but when her par-
ents died nearly 20 years ago, Helen
and her husband moved back into her
childhood home and raised their family. Her
husband, a World War II veteran, died years
ago, so Helen now maintains the 1918-built
home on her own.

Though living alone now, Helen, at 86
years of age, doesn’t want to move out of
the neighborhood in which she grew up.
“Everyone has always been so friendly and
social,” she recalls. In fact, former neigh-
bors became her son’s godparents. Her cur-
rent neighbors are a “very nice couple” who
help Helen out with chores — shoveling her
sidewalk in the winter, helping her with her
trash, even doing minor yard work. The
neighbors joke that they are going to in-
stall a door from Helen’s home directly into
theirs, so she can come over any time she
wants to visit.

Years ago, Helen had a sewer pipe re-
placed, and after the repair work was com-
pleted, her neighbors, children and grand-
children filled her backyard with dirt and

sod, and planted flowers
and bushes. Even with fam-
ily and neighbors helping
Helen with some mainte-
nance issues, there are a lot
of repairs she cannot physi-
cally nor financially do on
her own. Late last year,

Helen received an application from Rebuild-
ing Together to provide free home repairs,
and she recalled her mother getting assis-
tance from the organization (then known
as Christmas in April) years earlier. Helen’s
son completed the application and helped
his mother determine needed repairs.

An incredible team of volunteers from
GenOn met with Helen and her son earlier
this year to review her task list. Then, armed
with supplies and tools, tens of volunteers,
skilled and not-so-skilled, landed upon
Helen’s home to make much-needed im-
provements, including new light fixtures,
venting a dryer, plumbing, installing hand-
rails, painting the front yard fence, install-
ing a new backyard fence, and removing
an overgrown, invasive tree. Helen now
lives much more safely (and happily) in her
home because of the work the volunteers
completed. Often Helen asks, “Why was I

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Commentary
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1. Corridor A: Route 1/Washing-
ton Street

2. Corridor B: Duke Street/
Eisenhower Avenue

3. Corridor C: Van Dorn/
Beauregard

Transitway features under con-
sideration include dedicated tran-
sit lanes; special branded vehicles
with frequent service, quick board-
ing and limited stops, and signal
priority for transit at intersections.

Last year, the City began the
Transitway Corridor Feasibility
Study for the planning and imple-
mentation of Corridors A, B, and
C. This study examines each cor-
ridor, considering route align-
ments, cross-sections, methods of
operation, and types of vehicles,
land use considerations, ridership,
and financial implications. A High
Capacity Transit Corridor Work
Group (CWG) was formed at the
direction of the Alexandria City
Council to gather resident feed-
back to City staff. The Alexandria
City Council will ultimately make
a decision on each of these
transitway corridors based on pub-
lic feedback, and input from the
CWG, the Planning and Transpor-
tation Commissions, and technical
experts.

In May, the CWG recommended
a proposed configuration for the
Corridor C (Van Dorn/
Beauregard) transitway. The con-
figuration includes Bus Rapid
Transit that would operate in dedi-
cated lanes between the Van Dorn
Metrorail station and Pentagon.
On Sept. 17, City Council will re-
view this proposal, which includes
the identification of rights-of-way
to be dedicated as part of future
development planning or approval
processes. The proposal was devel-
oped based in part on comments
received during the public out-
reach process. The common theme
throughout the public comment
was that while a dedicated
transitway was important, the ex-
isting capacity of the surrounding
roadways should be maintained to

Rebuilding Together Alexandria,
a volunteer-based, non-profit orga-
nization that preserves affordable
housing by providing free home
repair services to in-need residents,
is the recipient of a $100,000 fed-
eral Energy Efficiency Conserva-
tion Block Grant from the City of
Alexandria. The funds will be used
to make weatherization and en-
ergy efficient upgrades to 284 units
of the Arlandria Chirilagua Hous-
ing Cooperative.

Volunteers will install compact
fluorescent light bulbs, weather
strip doors and windows, install
programmable thermostats and

low-flow aerators, insulate outlet
gaps, install new filters and insu-
lation wraps, and caulk to seal air
leaks.

By replacing an incandescent
bulb with a CFL bulb, a resident
can save $50 over the life of the
bulb. A programmable thermostat
can reduce bills by $180 yearly,
and caulking/weather-stripping
can save as much as $200 a year.
Replacing an old refrigerator with
an energy efficient one can save a
resident up to $150 each year.

Rebuilding Together is sup-
ported by teams of community
volunteers and local organizations

including Booz Allen Hamilton,
First Baptist Church, Freddie Mac,
GenOn Corporation, and Wells
Fargo, and national sponsor Sears
Holding Corporation.

To learn more, visit
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org
or call 703-836-1021.

A Rebuilding Together
volunteer installs an outlet

sealer — fire retardant
plastic foam which seals air

gaps around outlets. She
first prepped the outlet

with fire barrier sealant
caulk.

Rebuilding Together Alexandria Receives $100,000 for Weatherization

so lucky to be helped by
such nice volunteers?”

Contact Rebuilding To-
gether Alexandria if you
know of homeowners in
need, including elderly, dis-
abled, military veterans and
families. If you’d like to vol-
unteer or donate, visit
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org
or call 703-836-1021.

(* It is RTA’s policy to not dis-
close full names.)

Neighbors

minimize additional congestion
related to the BRAC-133 facility.
Additionally, these transitways are
necessary to support not only ex-
isting, but future planned devel-
opment, such as the Landmark/
Van Dorn Small Area Plan.

Since transportation planning
began nearly a decade ago, over
30 public meetings, hearings, and
comment periods were held, as
part of this process, to solicit pub-
lic input and feedback on the City’s
various transitways. We look for-
ward to our continued engage-
ment with the community as we
work together on the development
of the City’s High Capacity Transit
corridors.

For more information about
High Capacity Transit, visit
w w w. a l e x a n d r i a v a . g o v /
HighCapacityTransit or e-mail:
HighCapacityTransit@alexandriava.gov

Richard J. Baier P.E.,
LEED, AP

Director, Department of
Transportation & Environmental

Services

Neighborhood’s
Crime Declining
To the Editor:

The July 7 issue of the Alexan-
dria Gazette Packet included an
article, “Neighborhood Under
Siege,” by Michael Lee Pope. This
article concerns me as the data on
the neighborhood sharply con-
trasts the negative picture that was
painted in the article. This crime
data and our own observations
reveal a community that has
shown significant reductions in
crime and quality of life issues over
the past three years. The fact is
that reported offenses have gone
down in the Hopkins Tancil,
Chatham Square and surrounding
areas every year since 2008. This
downward trend continues again
this year as reported offenses are
down 35 percent for the first six
months of 2011 compared to the
first six months of 2010 for the

Hopkins Tancil neighborhood. The
police department calls for service
in Hopkins Tancil are down 20
percent compared to the first six
months of last year and calls for
service in Chatham Square are
down almost 16 percent for the
same period.

As Chief of Police, I take great
pride in the fact that crime con-
tinues to reach historic lows in the
City of Alexandria. Since being
appointed Chief of Police, the Al-
exandria Police Department has
continued to be responsive to the
concerns of the North Alexandria
Residents Council and our efforts
to address crime and quality of life
issues in these neighborhoods
have not diminished. Representa-
tives from the Police Department,
Alexandria Redevelopment and
Housing Authority (ARHA) staff
and other City officials hold regu-
lar meetings with citizens from the
North Alexandria Residents Coun-

cil to discuss their concerns. We
continue to dedicate a great deal
of resources to this area, includ-
ing a Community Officer whose
sole responsibility is addressing
crime and quality of life issues
within the Hopkins Tancil and im-
mediate surrounding neighbor-
hoods. We also engage in targeted
enforcement efforts like “Opera-
tion Spring Break” to help with the
issues that affect these neighbor-
hoods. These enforcement efforts
address issues such as drug activ-
ity, nuisance crimes and other
quality of life issues.

The graphs and charts [at right]
show that reported crime incidents
and nuisance activity have signifi-
cantly declined over the last few
years and this reflects the work
being done in partnership with the
community, other City agencies
and ARHA. This community part-
nership has contributed greatly to
the very low incidence of crime

that actually exists there and we
are committed to continuing our
efforts as long as necessary to as-
sist in further improvement.

The Alexandria Police Depart-
ment will continue to address the
concerns of the North Alexandria
Residents Council as well as all
Alexandria residents as we strive
to maintain the high quality of life
our residents have grown accus-
tomed too.

Earl L. Cook
Chief of Police

Please Add
A Map
To the Editor:

Your current issue has an article
that is an example of a problem I
often have with your news stories.

It talks about the housing areas
at Chatham Square and Hopkins
Tancil, but it gives no clue as to
where those areas are other than
“North Old Town.”

I’ve lived in Old Town for the last
11 years, but when I read this, I
had no clue where either of those
developments is located. Nor do I
know the location of Gadsby’s
Court, which is also mentioned in
this article. I’m guessing that a lot
of readers are like me. I just did a
Google search and finally figured
out the specific locations you are
describing, but it took a while.

In the future, when you publish
information about housing devel-
opments or neighborhoods, could
you please identify the location?

 Laurie Stearns

Financing
Waterfront
To the Editor:

The key to resolving the current
impasse over the waterfront plan
is to further reduce the proposed
amount of commercial develop-
ment and use public financing to
make up for the lost revenue and
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Letters

See Letters,  Page 17

pay for some of the public
amenities.

The top priorities of the plan
should be the art walk and history
proposals and new public parks
and open space. These are the el-
ements that would make our wa-
terfront a distinctive place.

But the current plan does not
guarantee funding for the art and
history proposals, and the plan-
ning staff has not calculated even
a rough estimate of what these
proposals would cost. This must
now be done.

If the waterfront is to become a
distinctive place, the art and his-
tory elements, as well as the parks,
will need to be imaginatively con-
ceived and designed and the de-
signs exquisitely executed. This
surely will cost a lot of money.

The current plan would pay for
public amenities with new com-
mercial development on the three
private development sites. Hotels
remain the best option because
they provide a large amount of
revenue.

However, a considerable num-
ber of people in Old Town have a
genuine and understandable con-
cern that significantly more com-
mercial uses will tip the balance

From Page 14 in the area into a ruinous over-
commercialization. We need to
deal with this concern by reduc-
ing or mitigating the impact of the
proposed commercial develop-
ment.

How to do this? Perhaps some
or all of the commercial develop-
ment proposed for Robinson Ter-
minal South could be relocated to
Robinson Terminal North, and
thus away from busy King and
Union Streets. Or perhaps the city
could purchase the Robinson Ter-
minal South property east of
Union Street, and eliminate com-
mercial development there. These
are just examples of the possible
options.

Some people want the city to
buy the three development sites
and build all of the new public
parks and amenities. But this
would cost tens of millions of dol-
lars and appears to have no sup-
port on the City Council.

But a case can be made for some
level of public financing. The re-
quirement that the plan pay for
itself with new revenue has helped
create the controversy we have
now. The stipulation that various
infrastructure improvements be
included in the plan — for ex
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25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates
Prices Haven’t

Changed Since 2005 Fill Dirt
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bulk Mulch, Playground
Chips, Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.

Japanese Maples (6''-12')
30% Off $9.99 & up

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
$2.99 $3.49

    2 cu. ft.            3 cu. ft.

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

60-75%
OFF POTS
60-75%
OFF POTS

30% Off

Early Spring
Blooming

Trees, Azaleas &
Rhododendrons
Excluding ENCORE AZALEAS

Herbs • Over 100 Varieties

Early Spring
Blooming

Trees, Azaleas &
Rhododendrons
Excluding ENCORE AZALEAS

Early Spring
Blooming

Trees, Azaleas &
Rhododendrons
Excluding ENCORE AZALEAS

Early Spring
Blooming

Trees, Azaleas &
Rhododendrons
Excluding ENCORE AZALEAS

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

Benches, Fountains,
Bonsai, Orchids & Hostas

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

Benches, Fountains,
Bonsai, Orchids & Hostas

Evergreen Magnolias,
Arborvitae & Leyland Cypress

Benches, Fountains,
Bonsai, Orchids & Hostas
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Letters

ample, flood mitigation and re-
pairs at Windmill Hill Park — has
compelled the planning staff to
propose more commercial devel-
opment than would otherwise be
needed.

The city should remove these
infrastructure repairs from the
plan and put them in the regular
capital budget. They are, after all,
not fundamentally different from
public works projects in other
parts of the city. For example, Old
Town is not the only section of the
city that has or has had flooding
issues.

In addition, because the water-
front is considered a special place
to be used and enjoyed by all the
residents of Alexandria, all taxpay-
ers should be expected to pay for
at least some of the cost of the new
public amenities.

In sum, the waterfront plan
should be paid for with a mix of
modest commercial development
and public financing. This money
should pay for the cost of fully
implementing the art walk and
history proposals and building
public parks.

Bill Hendrickson
Alexandria

Light Up
Ford Park
To the Editor:

This past weekend, we had a
lovely visit from a recent univer-
sity graduate. When we asked her
if there was anything special she
would like to do, she said quickly,
“I would love to see Washington
by night.”

Now our response to such a re-
quest in recent years has been to
hand the visitor a map of the city,
a Metro guide and an offer to haul
the visitor to and from Metro. But
last Sunday evening the weather
was so perfect — clear and rela-
tively cool — that we decided to
take her into the District ourselves.

I must admit that standing in the
Lincoln Memorial at night and
looking out toward the Washing-
ton Monument and the Capitol
Building bathed in light has always
thrilled me.

On the way home, I said to our
guest that I wanted to show her
the home where Gerald Ford and
his family lived when he was a
congressman, vice-president and
for a few days as president. Turn-
ing the corner at Quaker Lane onto
Janney’s Lane, I pointed out the
President Gerald R. Ford Memo-
rial Park. I said that in its midst,
in the dark, there was a lovely
stone memorial. In the dark! We
can do better than that, can’t we?

George A. Pera
Alexandria
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Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Address ............................... BR . FB HB ..Postal City ... Sold Price ... Type ........ Lot AC ............ Subdivision ............ Date Sold

1  320 FAIRFAX ST S ................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ... $1,950,000 ....Detached ...... 0.08 .................. OLD TOWN ................. 05/16/11

2  8023 BOULEVARD DR E .......... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ... $1,896,000 ....Detached ...... 0.58 ... ARCTURUS ON THE POTOMAC .. 05/09/11

3  3446 EDISON ST .................... 5 ... 5 ... 0 ....ARLINGTON ... $1,675,000 ....Detached ...... 0.23 ....... WILLIAMSBURG VILLAGE ....... 05/20/11

4  606 FORDS LANDING WAY ..... 4 ... 3 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ... $1,625,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.03 .............. FORDS LANDING ............. 05/11/11

5  220 VIRGINIA AVE .................. 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ... $1,595,000 ....Detached ...... 0.28 ............. JEFFERSON PARK ............. 05/31/11

6  4119 40TH ST N ..................... 4 ... 5 ... 0 ....ARLINGTON ... $1,569,000 ....Detached ...... 0.54 ............... ARLINGWOOD ............... 05/27/11

7  1630 ADAMS ST N .................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ....ARLINGTON ... $1,500,000 ....Detached ...... 0.14 ............ AURORA HEIGHTS ............ 05/05/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

1  320 South Fairfax Street, Alexandria — $1,950,000

4  606 Fords Landing Way,
Alexandria — $1,625,000

3  3446 Edison Street,
Arlington — $1,675,000

5  220 Virginia Avenue,
Alexandria — $1,896,000

2  8023 East Boulevard Drive, Alexandria — $1,896,000

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE
Sales over $1.5 million in MaySales over $1.5 million in May
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Home Life Style
Design for How We Live Now

Solid Marble Bathrooms? Seamless stone showers, walls and floors point
to new direction in high-end bathroom design.

The living room of the Mansfield home in Chantilly.  On the sofa are 6-
year-old twins Will and Josie Mansfield.

See Design,  Page 18

A Herndon company can create
massive slabs of marble or other
stone to precise specifications for
seamless, groutless bathrooms.

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette

D
eborah Wiener isn’t turned-off
by a messy house or pets of any
size or shape.  In fact, it is the
kind of challenge that she

wants to tackle.  The interior designer con-
siders herself  a specialist “in real life, pet-
friendly, family-friendly design.”

So when Carlene Stephens approached
her to get help decorating her Alexandria
home, Wiener was in her element. Stephens
and her husband Gary Sturm live with two
Great Danes who have free rein of the
house. She was searching for stylish but
durable pieces that would accommodate
both her active household and desire for
fashionable furniture.

“I was so tired of having messed-up fur-
niture or no furniture at all,” said Stephens.

Sturm and Stephens had completed a
home renovation project and added an open
kitchen, dining and family room space.
Wiener came up with a design for the room
that took the couple’s desire for style and
durability into consideration.

“She began with a rug,” said Stephens.
“And the other furniture was chosen around
it.”

Wiener designed the room by choosing
substantial furnishings that were chic but
sensible and able to stand up to everything
from sharp claws to muddy paws. She in-
cluded pieces from Slobproof!, Wiener’s
own line of furniture that is made from a

By John Byrd

Gazette

S
usan Cassell, of Great Falls Design
Build, recalls the chain of events that
convinced her some of the fundamen-

tals of bathroom design were about to
change.

“We were remodeling a bathroom that
had been seriously damaged from leakage
caused by cracked grout,” Cassell said. “This
is a common homeowner concern, so I con-
tacted Shawn Daghigh at EuroStoneCraft
who had developed some ideas for dealing
with this longstanding problem.”

Cassell had worked with EuroStoneCraft
— a local marble and granite importer and
fabricator based in Herndon — for many
years. But she’d heard that the firm had a
new brainchild — a custom-made solid
marble shower floor which they were in-
troducing under a new division, Verona
Showers.

“The shower floor pan is a solid stone slab
custom-made to your shower width … so
there’s no water-exposed grouting, no
cracking or leakage,” Daghigh said. “This

means there’s no mold build up, and no
need for time-intensive maintenance.”

“It struck me as a breakthrough,” Cassell
said. “I’ve found this a really effective solu-
tion for bathrooms, and the color options
are impressive. I’ve been regularly introduc-
ing it to my clients.”

EuroStoneCraft’s already well-honed mill-
ing capabilities mean “everything they of-
fer is one of a kind,” Cassell said.

The firm’s skill at shaping natural stone,

Photos by

Marilyn Campbell

Wiener’s Tips for
Active Households

❖ Laminate your most heavily used
dining chairs. Almost any fabric can be
laminated. Just ask your fabric store or
decorator where to send it. New flat finish
laminations provide an invisible, moisture-
and stain-proof barrier on fabric, making it
virtually indestructible and inconspicuous,
too.

❖ Protect wood finishes from wet
glasses, hot cups and scratching with clear
glass tops made to fit your table tops.
Sure, you’ll have to wipe them, but you’ll
protect what’s underneath from everything
your slobs may put on top.

❖ Nothing lasts longer or looks better
than a well-finished hardwood floor.
Wiener recommends durable wool rugs as
well.

❖ For family-friendly furniture, you
can’t beat protected leather.

For more see
www.mydesigningsolutions.com

granite or marble to precisely fit surface
specifications  eliminates any need to
sectionalize or use exposed seams requir-
ing grout.

Homeowner Lisa Schultz is pleased with
the EuroStone/Verona design advantages,
which allowed her to distinguish the inte-
rior of her spacious Great Falls colonial
while greatly reducing maintenance needs.
Schultz selected an array of custom-fitted
surfaces for strategic parts of the house
throughout an extensive five-month remod-
eling process, including finishing the mas-
ter bath in contrasting shades of Verona
marble hand-picked from the
EuroStoneCraft showroom.

“The vanity, shower floor and tub sur-
round are stunning — a very original shade
of dark brown,”  Schultz said. “The floor,
tub facing and shower walls are a kind of
mocha. The whole is nicely balanced —
there’s a restful symmetry.”

The bathroom’s “invisible shower” con-
sists of a custom-made MarbaFloor pan, two
solid marble walls converging in one cor-
ner and dual sheets of unframed glass form-

ing the other.
Schultz said the master bathroom’s new

interior seems substantially larger than its
previous incarnation, even though the foot-
print is mostly unchanged.

Schultz added a prized oriental rug, just
for effect.

After 15 years at the same address,
Schultz said the changes have reinvigorated
her appreciation of her surroundings: “It
feels like a whole new custom house, which
is exciting.”

Describing personal benefits accruing
from her own recent master bathroom
makeover, Stacy Smith was especially
pleased at the relief from perennial grout-
replacement duties.

“After years of contending with the pre-
dictable problems of mosaic tile — crack-
ing grout, mold build-up, and grit — there’s
just no substitute for a solid maintenance-
free stone surface.”

David Prakken of Fairfax was impressed
with both the functional and aesthetic out-
come resulting from Verona Shower up-
grades to his 25-year-old bathroom.

Interior design for real life: Pet-friendly,
kid-friendly, family-friendly. For one

couple,
furniture
that can
stand up to
life with two
Great Danes.

fabric called Crypton. The designer says it
is virtually indestructible and can be easily
cleaned.

Wiener started with a grey area rug with
large circular patterns in shades of blue and
yellow, and added a blue sofa and match-
ing arm chair. She completed the look with
two gray dining chairs and a gray ottoman
that also serves as a coffee table.
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GREAT VALUE IN ALEXANDRIA!

2 br condo - partial water view -
updated thru'out SS appl., walk-
in closet, newly painted & plas-
tered, refin flrs, new heat/cool
convectors, pool, party rm, ten-
nis, deli/conv store, tot lot, picnic

grove w grills, tables, boat/kayak
storage, free parking. Condo fee
includes all utilities. Short walk
to GW bike/jogging trail, bus
transp. Metro.

Jerry Mattingly
(703) 625 - 3051

Jerry Mattingly
(703) 625 - 3051

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
6621 Wakefield Dr., #317
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
6621 Wakefield Dr., #317

703-379-5800

Bradlee Center
3610 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22302

Introducing Ralph Lauren Paint!

With this coupon. Expires 8/31/11

10% OFF
Retail Paint Purchase

www.potomacpaint.com

Direct: 703-356-6645 • Office: 703-319-3344
www.GloriaSellsToday.com6723 Whittier Avenue, Suite 101•McLean, VA 22101 Gloria Adams

EVANS FARM • FANTASTIC VALUE

1443 Harvest Crossing Drive,
McLean, VA  22101 • $1,895,000

Absolutely magnifi-
cent all-brick custom
home in Evans Farm
on premium corner
lot! Original owners.
Over 6,000 s.f. of an
elegant lifestyle!
Fantastic landscaping.
Owners looking at all
offers! Secure, gated
community— Superb
location, minutes to
Tysons/ D.C./Capitol
Hill/ Central McLean/
Airports. FX7562100

Call Gloria Adams for
an appointment.
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Color was one of her secret weapons. “Color is
camouflage, but beige is like having another child in
the house. It needs protecting and watching,” said
Wiener. “Get out of the beige rut and use color to
camouflage spills and stains.”

Stephens said her furniture has already passed one
important test.

“When the furniture arrived my dog had just taken
a drink from his water bowl and was dropping wa-
ter on the new sofa. It was like watching Niagara
Falls coming from this Great Dane’s mouth. I wiped
it up quickly with no evidence that [the water] had
been there.”

Wiener said the goal is to design spaces that match
the realities of life.

“I am not your typical designer,” she said. “I am
not there to judge a client’s budget or taste.  I am
there to give them advice to make their lives better.”

Wiener’s advice also comes in the form of uncon-
ventional design tools such as “Wite-Out” and per-
manent ink markers. “Keep ‘Wite-Out’ on hand at all
times,” said Wiener. “It may be obsolete for correct-
ing typos, but it’s a miracle when it comes to camou-
flaging dings and scuff marks wherever you have
white trim around your house — like door frames,
baseboard molding or chair rails. Permanent ink
markers can cover a lot of dings and scratches.”

Melinda Mansfield says that she has one of the most
active households in her Chantilly neighborhood. She
and her husband Rob have 6-year-old twins, two dogs
and three cats.

Winkle Nemeth with her dogs Sid (black)
and Annie in her McLean living room.

“I have a face painting and glitter tattoo business
for children,” said Mansfield. “I am the troop leader
for my daughter’s Girl Scout troop and my husband
is the leader of our son’s Boy Scout troop. All the
kids in the neighborhood come to my house to play.”

Mansfield says that she likes a lively household,
but not the mess that often comes with the territory.
She wanted to decorate her home to accommodate
the chaos without sacrificing style. “I like really nice
things,” said Mansfield. “I always have. I wanted a
fresh, clean look with good fabrics that will stand
the test of time.”

When Mansfield found interior designer Wiener,
she knew that she’d found a good match.   Wiener
came up with a design for the home’s living room
and lower level that took Mansfield’s desire for style
and durability into consideration.
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Alien Encounters: ‘Visit to a Small Planet’
TACT cast shines in
Gore Vidal’s satire.

By Jeanne Theismann

 The Gazette

U
nexpected houseguests are a
ritual of summer but none are
likely to be so colorful as
Kreton, a visitor from another

galaxy who lands in Manasses, Va., in the
mid-1950s to observe his “hobby,” the hu-
man race, in the Gore Vidal play “Visit to a
Small Planet,” presented by The American
Century Theater at Gunston Theatre Two
in Arlington.

Originally debuting as a television play
in 1955, Vidal’s highly regarded satire is
about a time-traveling alien whose hopes
of amusing himself by observing the Battle
of Bull Run are dashed when he arrives on
Earth almost 100 years too late. Not to be
denied his fun, he decides to simply start a
war of his own.

The stage play, set entirely in the 1958
home of Roger and Reba Spelding and their
19-year-old daughter Ellen, playfully pokes
fun at America’s middle class culture and
post-World War II fear of communism and
is hilariously brought to life by TACT’s per-
fectly cast ensemble of actors.

“I picked this show with Bruce in mind,”

Photo by Dennis Deloria

Bruce Alan Rauscher plays Kreton in “Visit
to a Small Planet,” which runs now
through Aug. 6 at Gunston Theatre Two in
Arlington.

To Go
“Visit to a Small Planet” runs

through Aug. 6 at Gunston Theatre
Two, 2700 South Lang St., Arlington.
Call 703-998-4555 or visit
www.americancentury.org.

said director Rip Claassen of Bruce Alan
Rauscher, who plays Kreton. “I have wanted
to direct this show since I was 14 and spent

two-and-a-half months holding
auditions to get just the right cast
to bring it to life.”

The play opens as Roger
Spelding, one of America’s early
television network newscasters,
gets a visit from his friend Gen.
Tom Powers, who has just been
assigned to investigate an Uniden-
tified Flying Object spotted hov-
ering over the Spelding home.
Originally skeptical of the exist-
ence of UFOs, Spelding and his
family play host to their alien visi-
tor while unwittingly serving as
their guest’s entertainment.

From the moment he steps
onstage in full Civil War regalia,
Rauscher captivates the audience
with his exuberance and a come-
dic timing reminiscent of a young
Robin Williams in his early “Mork
and Mindy” days.

Helen Hayes award-winner John
Tweel plays the commanding General
Powers, who is in over his head as he
tries to stop Kreton’s antics from esca-
lating into a war between the Soviet
Union and the United States.  Tweel
delivers a superb performance with his
understated showmanship serving as

the perfect balance to Rauscher’s high-energy
role.

Rounding out the cast as the Spelding

family are Steve Lebens as Roger Spelding,
Kelly Cronenberg as his Mamie Eisenhower/
Lucy Ricardo-inspired wife Reba, and
Megan Graves as their daughter Ellen.

“With so much attention on Kreton, it’s easy
to overlook the other actors,” Claassen said.
“The straight man roles are vital to the suc-
cess of this show and Megan in particular is
the rock holding it all together.”

Noah Bird is Conrad Mayberry, the de-
lightfully simple-minded and testosterone-
fueled boyfriend of Ellen, and Tamra Lynn
Testerman completes the troupe as Delton
4.

A large contribution to the success of
“Visit” is the flawless stage recreation of the
era with sets designed by Noel Greer and
costumes by Rosalie Ferris.

“Visit” is one of Vidal’s best-known works
from the 1950s and TACT does a superb job
of bringing the satirical and witty observa-
tions of middle-America to life. The brilliant
acting by Rauscher and the rest of the cast
in this final play of TACT’s season is not to
be missed.

And All That Jazz!
MetroStage concert ‘rocks the house.’

M
etroStage kicked off its
inaugural jazz concert series
July 11 with a performance by

vocalists Roz White, Shang and Sylver Lo-
gan Sharp.

“They rocked the house,” said financial
advisor Adron Krekeler. “Nowhere in Old
Town can you get what we did here tonight.
I’m surprised the roof is still on.”

Susan Kellom also attended the show that
repeatedly had the audience on its feet.

“It was overwhelmingly powerful and
kept building to a spectacular crescendo,”
Kellom said. “Carolyn has created a mas-
terpiece.”

MetroStage artistic director Carolyn Grif-
fin conceived the jazz concert series and
worked with recording artist Lori Williams
to make it a reality.

“It was spectacular,” said real estate agent
Donnan Wintermute. “I felt like we were in
Blues Alley or New York. It was magnifi-
cent and I can’t wait to come back.”

The second concert in the series, Soulful
Gospel, will be Monday, July 18 starring
Victoria Purcell, Vanessa Williams and Rob-
ert E. Person.  Inspirational Jazz, with Lori
Williams, Nova Tate and William Knowles
and the Saltman Knowles Group, wraps up
the series on July 25. All tickets are $30.
For more information, call 703-548-9044.

Robert E. Person

Lori WilliamsVictoria Purcell Vanessa Williams

Photo by

Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

Shang, Sylver
Logan Sharp and
Roz White perform
during a jazz
concert July 11 at
MetroStage.

Nova Tate
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Take a Walk on the South Side
The Wanderer knows of several visible and hidden shopping enclaves in town that he

wants to share with his followers. Who doesn’t love a charming block where, with one

stop parking, much interesting browsing can be done and many bases covered?

Here, all on one little block of South Washington Street, are two restaurants,

a coffee bar, a nationally known gourmet kitchen shop and all that lies below.

Just don’t forget your wallet—you will want it.

A CANDEY’S OF ALEXANDRIA

Newly located from DC with a following of loyal customers and hopes of becoming a popular

new kid on the block, this is a vacuum and appliance shop for browsing. Miele is one of their

most popular brands. Look at humidifiers, air purifiers, coffee makers, too. Ask about repairs.

817 S. Washington Street, 703-299-0092. candeysappliance.com.

E PERK UP

A good alternative to you-know-who. Great music, comfortable seating,

tasty snacks and java in all the familiar forms.

829 S. Washington Street, 703-838-2812.

F FARSH CARPETS

Around the corner on Jefferson Street, but on the same block.

Since 1985 Mansour has stocked and supplied fabulous carpets

and rugs to designers and residents. Special projects and design-

ing are his forte.

710 Jefferson Street, 703-548-8884.

B FACCIA LUNA

Family restaurant with fabulous pizza, pasta (try the pumpkin ravioli if

it’s available), sliders and salads. Full, fun bar. Great service.

823 S. Washington Street, 703-838-5998. faccialuna.com.

C SOUTHSIDE 815

One of Washingtonian

Magazine’s Very Best Bargain

Restaurants for 10 consecu-

tive years. Southern food

and lots of it. Good service.

815 S.Washington Street,

703-836-6222.

southside815.com

Photos by Louise Krafft

D OLD TOWN ACE HARDWARE

An independent full service store where you

will find exceptional service that you won’t

get at the big chains. Benjamin Moore paint.

809 S. Washington Street, 703-879-0475.

aceoldtown.com
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Down by the Riverside

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

The Alexandria Seaport Foundation
hosted miniature boat building as part
of the Old Town Waterfront Fun days.

Entertainment

Christine Sennott

 Adam, Lila and Miranda Baltaxe enjoy some
ice during Waterfront Fun Days July 10.

The Alexandria City Marina was the site of the
Old Town Waterfront Fun Days July 10. Family ac-
tivities and entertainment were provided by several
local organizations including the Torpedo Factory
Artists, the Alexandria Archaeology Museum, the

Alexandria Seaport Foundation and the Alexandria
Art League.  Pamela Cressey, the City’s Director of
Archaeology, hosted a Waterfront Walk. The next
Waterfront Fun Days will be held Aug. 14 from 2 to 5
p.m. Contact 703-684-0580.

NOW THROUGH SEPT. 30
River Farm Exhibition. River

Farm, the historic property near
Old Town Alexandria which
houses the American Horticultural
Society, has opened its newest
botanically-themed exhibition.
Admission is free, though
donations are welcome, and
gallery hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
weekdays, and 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Saturday. The property is closed
Sundays. This show features
paintings by Juleen Stacy, who
also curated the show, as well as
photography by Deb Booth, Brian
J. McGahren and Dave Costa. The
Opening Reception will be held
Thursday, July 14, from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. For directions go to River
Farm’s website, http://
www.ahs.org/river_farm/
directions.htm.

AUG. 5 TO 28
States of Mind Exhibit. 7 to 10

p.m. Join Kimberley Bush, Ellyn
Ferguson, Lesley Hall, Fransi Kaye,
Katherine Rand, Gloria Vestal, and
Tracy Wilkerson as they showcase
encaustics, abstract art, figurative
works, stained glass, and mixed
media artwork. Opening Aug. 5
from 7 to 10 p.m.  At Del Ray
Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

AUG. 3 TO SEPT. 4
The Power of Color III. Artist’s

reception is Saturday, Aug. 13
from 5 to 8 p.m. At Gallery West,
1213 King Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Visit www.gallery-
west.com or call 703-549-6006.

AUG. 2 TO SEPT. 11
“Satellite Images.” Free. Jewelry,

sculpture, clothing and wall pieces
will be exhibited. At Studio 18 in
the Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 North Union Street, Old Town
Alexandria.

Fine Arts

JULY 14 TO AUG. 28
Drawing Analogies. Features seven

artists who are united in that they are
trying to explore and understand
aspects of their worlds though the
creation of drawings. Artist’s reception
is Sunday, July 17 from 4 to 6 p.m. At
the Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince
Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
JAT: Paper, Brass and
Process. Art work by Jonathan
Thompson. In Paper, Brass and
Process, JAT explores Victorian-
themed issues of beauty and
violence with emphasis on
process and technique. At the
Schlesinger Center Margaret W.
& Joseph L. Fisher Gallery.

NOW THROUGH JULY 24
“Up in Smoke.” Kiln Club
Show. At 105 North Union
Street, Ground Floor Studio 19,
Alexandria. Call Scope Gallery
at 703-548-6288 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope.

NOW THROUGH JULY 22
Made in the U.S.A. Del Ray
Artisans will be celebrating
Independence Day and the
month of July with artwork
inspired by U.S. people, places
and/or things.  Show At the Del
Ray Artisans gallery at the
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
Poetry of Light. Pastels by
artist Rachel Estrada. Closing
Reception: Saturday, July 30,
from 5 – 7 p.m. At Gallery West,
1213 King Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Visit www.gallery-
west.com or  703-549-6006.

MONTH OF JULY
“Artistic Visions.” Twenty artists

in multiple media will showcase
their recent artistic expressions. A
summer show and sale at the
Gallery at Convergence. Meet the
artists reception is July 22 from 5
to 8 p.m. At the Gallery at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker
Lane, Alexandria. Visit
www.arlingtonartistsalliance.org.

NOW THROUGH AUG. 14
Tory Cowles: Living Large. Artist’s

reception is July 14 from 6-8 p.m.
Reception: July 14, 6-8 p.m.; awards
ceremony at 7 p.m. with juror, Harry
Cooper, Curator and Head of Modern and
Contemporary Art at the National Gallery of
Art. Special Programming: July 28, 6-8
p.m.; Art Panel: Why does art move you? At
the Target Gallery, Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union Street, Alexandria.
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E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

JULY 10 TO OCT. 31
Alexandria Arts and Crafts Fair. 11 a.m. to 6

p.m. every Sunday. Features some of the areas’
best artists and artisans and includes jewelry, glass
works, ceramics and pottery, hand woven
products, and other crafts. At St. George Gallery,
105 North Alfred Street, in the heart of Old Town
Alexandria.

SUNDAYS IN JULY
Civil War Sundays. 1 to 5 p.m.  Free. At the

Alexandria Archaeology Museum, located on the
third floor of the Torpedo Factory art Center.

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6 to 9 p.m.

Clean up your community, your country, your
planet — meet with the Sierra Club at its new
NOVA Hub in Del Ray, 2312 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Suite 206, Alexandria. RSVP to Phillip Ellis, Sierra
Club Field Organizer at 571-970-0275 or
phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays and Sundays

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Covers the changing role of
African Americans on the estate, views on George
Washington from the perspective of Union and
Confederate supporters, and the Washington-
Robert E. Lee connection. At Historic Mount
Vernon. These tours are limited in capacity and
cost $5 in addition to Estate admission: $15
adults; $7 children (6-11); free for children 5 &
under. Visit www.MountVernon.org or call 703-
780-2000.

THURSDAY/JULY 14
Michael DeLalla in Concert. 7 p.m. Tickets are

$10. Part of the Second Thursday Music. At The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Call
703-548-0035 or visit nvfaa.org.

Bastile Day Wine Dinner. 7 p.m. Tickets are
$100. This night of celebration with a historically
inspired five-course dinner paired with fine French
wines is one both history and wine lovers will
savor! At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St., Alexandria. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or call 703-746-4242.

Music at Twilight Concerts. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The Bobcats (Rock & Roll). At Fort Ward Park

Amphitheater, 4301 W. Braddock Rd., Alexandria.
Contact: Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5592.

Alive With History. 6 to 9 p.m. Free. Explore the
Torpedo Factory Art Center’s history with a DIY
button project and historical photobooth, and
learn about the Alexandria Black History Museum.
Target Gallery hosts the Artist of the Year
reception for Tory Cowles, and The Art League
Gallery hosts the reception for the All-Media
Membership Show and Francis Borchardt’s solo
show, with live music by The Higher Ground
String Band. At the Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-4565.

FRIDAY/JULY 15
Mount Vernon Swing Band. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Admission is $4 at door. Dance to a live band led
by conductor Owen Hammett. Open to All. At
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

Alexandria Citizens Band Concert. 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. The City’s Oldest Performing Arts
Organization. At  Market Square, 301 King St.,
Alexandria. Contact Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5592.

John Pizzarelli. 8 p.m. At The Carlyle Club, 411
John Carlyle St., Alexandria. Call 703-548-8899.
Visit www.thecarlyleclub.com.

JULY 15 AND 16
Comcast Outdoor Film Festival. 7:45 p.m. Free.

“Avatar” will be shown on Friday and “Mama Mia”
will be shown on Saturday. At Waterfront Park, 1A
Prince Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-5418.

JULY 15-17
Christmas in July. Presented by The Christmas

Attic and the businesses of Union Street. Some 15
retailers and community organizations will host a
variety of activities either inside stores or on Union
Street ranging from pictures with “Summer” Santa
& Mrs. Claus, historical tours, holiday trunk shows,

food and wine tastings, cookie decorating,
storytime for tots, ornament making, arts and
crafts, ice cream, paint your own nutcracker, green
holiday home tips, fashion styling, pooch pictures,
musical entertainment and much more. Located
on Union Street between Cameron and Duke
Street in Old Town. Visit www.christmasattic.com
or 703-548-2829.

SATURDAY/JULY 16
Jeff Bush Jazz. 8 p.m. At The Carlyle Club, 411

John Carlyle St., Alexandria. Call 703-548-8899.
Visit www.thecarlyleclub.com.

“How to Train Your Dragon.” 7 to 10 p.m. At
Cinema Del Ray. Free open air showings of recent
films. At Mount Vernon Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria. Contact: Jen
Walker, 703-675-1566.

Hidden History of Union Street Walking Tour.
10 a.m. Free. Join City Archaeologist Dr. Pamela
Cressey as she explores “The Hidden History of
Union Street – Are We Walking on Water?” Walk
along Union Street and learn what she and her
colleagues have discovered above and below the
ground about Alexandria’s history. Meet at the
Torpedo Factory Arcade (corner of King and Union
Streets). Visit www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or
call 703-766-4399.

Speak Up for a Child. 11 a.m. Fairfax Court
Appointed Special Advocates is hosting an
information session for volunteers. If you would
like to learn more about advocating for abused or
neglected children, call 703-273-3526, x22 or
email ekosarin@casafairfax.org. At Sherwood
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane,
Alexandria.

Civil War Spotlight Talks. Free. Explore Civil War
Artillery Projectiles. 30-minute talks from 10 a.m.
to noon; and 2 to 4 p.m. Learn about a variety of
Civil War-period ammunition, from a 100-pounder
Parrott shell to a Ketcham hand grenade. At Fort
Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road,
Alexandria. Visit www.fortward.org or call 703-
746-4848.

JULY 16 TO AUG. 6
Signature’s Sizzlin’ Summer Cabaret. Cabarets

will include “Let Me Sing” and “I’m Happy” (“The
Music of Irving Berlin”), a collection of Berlin
favorites featuring Sherri L. Edelen, James
Gardiner, Matt Pearson and Bayla Whitten. Solo
cabarets include Erin Driscoll (“[title of show],”
“Sweeney Todd”), and last year’s Sizzlin’ Summer
artists Bob McDonald and Sandy Bainum (“Sunset
Boulevard”). Tickets for all cabarets are $25 each.
Signature offers a special All-Access Pass for $125.
At Signature Theater, 4200 Campbell Ave.,
Arlington. Call 703-820-9771.

JULY 16-17
Free Music Lessons. Kingstowne Acoustic Music

joins in the fight against heart disease by offering
free music lessons in the following: guitar, bass,
banjo, mandolin, violin, piano, ukulele and voice
lessons. At 110 Kingstowne Center in Alexandria.
Call Kingstowne Acoustic Music at 703-822-9090.

SUNDAY/JULY 17
Civil War Sundays. 1 to 5 p.m. Check out the free

showcase of Civil War history. At the Alexandria
Archaeology Museum, 105 North Union Street,
#327. Visit www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or

call 703-746-4399.
Jazz at Meade. 4 p.m. Featuring The Jolley

Brothers, twins Nathan and Noble Jolley.
Admission is $15 donation. At Meade Memorial
Episcopal Church, 322 N. Alfred St., Alexandria.
Call 703-549-1334.

JULY 18 TO 21
Pint-Sized Playacting. 10 to 11:15 a.m. Join Miss

Megan on an exploration of creative play!
Exercises in focus, ensemble, movement, and more
are combined with interactive activities and
storytimes to form a solid foundation for your
budding thespian. Ages 5-7. $20. Registration
required. At Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-4092 or visit
megan@hooray4books.com

TUESDAY/JULY 19
Life Line Screening. Packages start at $139. All

five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
Get screened to reduce your risk of having a stroke
or a bone fracture. At Lincolnia United Methodist
Church, 6335 Little River Turnpike, Alexandria. To
schedule an appointment, call 1-877-237-1287 or
visit www.lifelinescreening.com. Pre-registration is
required.

Mount Vernon Genealogical Society. 1 p.m.
Free. The meeting will feature the presentation
“Leaping to Erroneous Conclusions” by Christine
Rose. Meets in Room 112 of Hollin Hall Senior
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Call
Phyllis Kelley at 703-660-6969 or
publicity@mvgenealogy.org.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 20
Ben Brenman Park Concerts. 7 to 8 p.m. Dave

Chappell Duo (Blues). At Ben Brenman Park, 4800
Brenman Park Dr., Alexandria. Contact Special
Events, maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-
746-5592.

Summer Concert Series. 8 p.m. American Jazz
Heroes with the U.S. Air Force Band — The
Airmen of Note. At T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King Street, Alexandria. Call 202-767-5658
or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $10.
With the band, Atomic Swing Club. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St., Alexandria.

THURSDAY/JULY 21
Swing Machine. 8 p.m. At The Carlyle Club, 411

John Carlyle St., Alexandria. Call 703-548-8899.
Visit www.thecarlyleclub.com.

FRIDAY, JULY 22
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30-11 a.m. Explore the

exciting world around us with some favorite
stories and songs! Ages 2 and under. Free. At
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St., Alexandria. Call
703-548-4092 or visit megan@hooray4books.com

Suite Drive and Golf Tournament, Mount
Vernon Chapter, American Society of Military
Comptrollers, 2-5 p.m. Fort Belvoir Golf Course,
8450 Beulah St # 2920, Alexandria. Join in a suite
drive to support FACETS and a golf tournament.
Cost is $75 for golf, lunch, and prizes. Opportunity
to win a car with a hole-in-one contest. Contact
gary@gdbrooks.com or register at: https://
www.123signup.com/register?id=cgtxr.

SATURDAY/JULY 23

Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30-11 a.m. Explore the
exciting world around us with some favorite
stories and songs! Ages 2 and under. Free. At
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St., Alexandria. Call
703-548-4092 or visit megan@hooray4books.com

Installation Appreciation Day. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sponsored by the Belvoir Federal Credit Union as a
way to celebrate Fort Belvoir’s military and civilian
communities. Activities available for children
include a rock climbing wall, moon bounce and
clown, as well as face painting and balloon
animals. Visitors will have the chance to win more
than 20 prizes, including a free cruise. Visit
www.BelvoirCreditUnion.org/iad2011

Pianist Victoria Bragin. 8 p.m. Admission is $15.
Will perform a special “Blue Ribbon” salon recital
at the Lyceum in Old Town Alexandria. Her
program features works by Scarlatti, Beethoven,
Debussy, and Schumann. At The Lyceum, 201
South Washington St., Old Town Alexandria.

JULY 23 TO AUG. 13
“Hairspray.” Wednesdays through Saturdays at 8

p.m.; Sundays at 3 p.m. Directed by Sue Pinkman;
Music Direction by Chris Tomasino; and
Choreography by Ivan Davila. CAST: Shannon
Kingett as Tracy Turnblad, Sam Jones as Link
Larkin, Christopher Harris as Edna, Larry Grey as
Wilbur, Brenda Parker as Motormouth Maybelle,
Adrian Cubbage as Seaweed, Jaclyn Young as
Penny, Christina Kidd as Amber, Janette Moman
as Velma, Gardner Reed as Corny, Gina Tomkus as
Prudy, Marissa Moody as L’il Inez, Scott
Strasbaugh as Mr. Pinky, Mark Williams as Mr.
Spritzer. Members of the ensemble include Andrea
Berting, Amanda Corbett, Maureen Eul, Jonathan
Faircloth, Meg Glassco, Blake Hopkins, Caitlin
Jackson, Derek Marsh, Jody Parker, Chris Rios,
Maria Simpkins, Zaria Stott, Ryan Walker,
Samantha Williams, Jacob Wittenauer and Roger
Yawson. At the Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.thelittletheatre.com or call 703-683-0496.

SUNDAY/JULY 24
Women’s Day. 11 a.m. With guest preacher Rev.

Dr. Mae E. Harrison, senior pastor, United
Methodist Church of the Redeemer, Temple Hills,
Md. Held at Roberts Memorial United Methodist
Church, 606 South Washington St., Alexandria.
Contact Number: 703-836-7332

Famous Magician Fund-raiser. Noon to 4 p.m.
At Fort Hunt Park. A fund-raiser for a child’s
cancer treatment. Come out to support Brennen,
son of Executive Director of Spring Hill Mount
Vernon Assisted Living, Robinette Todd. Brennen
was diagnosed with a rare form of brain cancer
and the fundraiser will help pay for his future
treatments. Alain Nu, a Las Vegas headlining
magician as seen on TLC, will perform. Food,
games, a moon bounce, and face painting will also
be present. Tickets are $18/advance, $20/door;
and $10 for age 5 to 12. Call Krista Wells at 757-
749-6225 or Robinette Todd at 240-274-7731.
Family Tour Day. 1 to 4 p.m. Special tours
hosted by Junior Docents who will be stationed at
each stop on the tour, including the taproom,
bedchambers, ballroom, assembly room and
dining room. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134
North Royal Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242
or visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 27
DJ Dance party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $6. With

DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South
Pickett St., Alexandria.

Lunch Bunch Concert. 12 to 1 p.m.
Joe Rathbone (Indie Pop). At Canal Center Plaza, 44

Canal Center Plaza, Alexandria. Contact: Special
Events, maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-
746-5592.

Music in the Parks. 7:30 p.m. With the U.S. Army
Blues Band. At Lee District Park in Alexandria.

Summer Concert Series. 8 p.m. Free. “A Tribute
to Stan Kenton.” The U.S. Air Force Band — The
Airmen of Note. At T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King St., Alexandria. Call 202-767-5658 or
www.usafband.af.mil

THURSDAY/JULY 28
Music at Twilight Concerts. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Alexandria Harmonizers (Men’s Barbershop). At Fort

Ward Park Amphitheater, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.,
Alexandria. Contact: Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5592.

FRIDAY/JULY 29
Alexandria Citizens Band Concert. 7:30 to 8:30

p.m. The City’s Oldest Performing Arts Organization.
At Market Square, 301 King St., Alexandria. Contact
Special Events, maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5592.

JULY 18 AND 19
Jonny Lang with Natalie York. 7:30 p.m.

Vienna singer/songwriter Natalie York opens for
Grammy-winning blues artist Lang. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
www.birchmere.com; 703-549-7500.

JULY 20
Saxophonist Dave Koz. Six-time Grammy-

nominated saxophonist Dave Koz at The
Birchmere. Dave’s current CD, “Hello
Tomorrow,” debuted at No. 1 on both the
Billboard Top Contemporary Jazz Albums chart.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM

THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Bethany Lutheran Church
2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306

BEGINNING JULY 3:
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible classes
10:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

PandaMania!
Vacation Bible School

July 25 - 29 9:00am to 11:30am
A free program for the Bethany family

and the surrounding community

Visit our VBS Website:
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/

BethanyVBSAlexandria

(703) 765-8255
More info (703) 765-8255
or www.bethany-lcms.org

Seminary Valley
First off, a mea culpa … I left

out one of Seminary Valley’s best
and brightest grads in the last
column’s list … so congratulations
to Kyle Stephenson, a Polk,
Hammond, Minnie Howard and
T.C. Williams star who is on his
way to Morehouse University in
the fall. If you have ever met Kyle,
you know that he is going to take
the world by storm. He recently
received a “Beat The Odds” Grand
Prize scholarship from the Alexan-
dria Bar Association and Kyle re-
ceived a standing ovation at T.C.
Williams’ graduation ceremony.
Well done.

The next BSVCA quarterly meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, July
19, from 7 p.m. to 8:50 p.m., at
Beatley Central Library. The quar-
terly meeting will cover several
topics: water and sewer line insur-
ance issues, several BRAC-related
developments, including the Day-
time Parking District that the City
Council recently established, the
latest developments pertaining to
the Beauregard Corridor SAP and
Transit Corridor C (i.e., the
Beauregard-Van Dorn Corridor),
and a crime and safety update. For
more information about this meet-

Neighborhoods

Taylor Run
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Kim Kluge and the Alexandria

Symphony once again brought Al-
exandria a gloriously happy birth-
day. The largest crowd ever to at-
tend showed up to celebrate our
splendid city.

If you wondered who the people
in 19th century white raiment
were, they were the Victorian So-
ciety of Falls Church, bringing
white tablecloths, proper Victorian
food (cucumber sandwiches) and
a proper Victorian attitude to
honor Alexandria.

ARE WE SPOILED?
Every year when those cannons

from Fort Belvoir boom out, I feel
that I have been spoiled for ordi-
nary concerts. I shall always ex-
pect the 1812 Overture to include
cannons, fireworks, and innumer-
able childish voices.

ing, please contact Geoff Goodale
at geoff.goodale@bsvca.net. The
next BRAC Advisory Committee
meeting is set for 7 p.m. at the
Beatley Library on July 20.

Update on the lights at
Hammond: According to Priscilla
Goodwin, the T.C. Williams outgo-
ing PTSA president, this matter is
on hold. Although the Alexandria
Planning Commission approved
ACPS’s application for a Special
Use Permit for putting lights on a
new Hammond field, the Semi-
nary Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion has filed an appeal. ACPS was
planning to install a turf field and
the lights this summer; the system
needs to decide whether or not to
go ahead with the field installa-
tion while waiting for the lights.

Sandy Yamamoto reminds us
that it is easy to honor your pet
and help out the Animal Welfare
League at the same time, by en-
tering the League’s 2012 Calendar
Photo Contest. The pet that raises
the most money (through votes at
$1 each) will win a professional
photo shoot for the coveted cover
spot. All pets entered get a free
calendar and each vote is tax de-
ductible. Voting ends at noon on
July 31. The website link can be
found at www.alexandria
animals.org. Telephone inquiries

can be made to Diana Cole at the
AWLA at 703/746-5651.

Yours truly attended her first-
ever Daughters of the American
Revolution Continental Congress
in early July. I’m not the only
neighbor descended from a Revo-
lutionary War patriot. The next
time you see Susan Daly, Elizabeth
Mercer Darwin, Donna Trogler or
Ginger Lutz, ask her to tell you the
story of her patriot. Happy sum-
mer, everyone!

— Mia Jones

SAMARITANS APPEAR
Our neighbor Moina Ratliff

knows that our area is full of good-
hearted people. When she tripped
over a curb on her way to see that
excellent film “Midnight in Paris,”
scraping and bruising herself
rather badly and bloodily, she was
amazed at the number of people
who were suddenly there, offering
bandages, ambulances, calls to
911 and other help. One kind soul
said, “Won’t you come sit on my
porch?” Undaunted, she got up
and went in to see the film and
liked it. Next day she was pleased
to find that no stitches were
needed. “I don’t know where all
those people came from,” she said.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Send announcements to the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, by e-mail to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Photos are encouraged. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

Maria Aleksandrova, the daugh-
ter of Michael and Yana Babson of
Alexandria, performed for a crowd of
approximately 9,000 people at the
CONSOL Energy Center in Pittsburgh on
April 30. Maria is a member of the
Randolph-Macon Academy (R-MA)
Chorus, which, in conjunction with the
R-MA Band, performed an hour-long
concert, “A Salute to Patriots,” as part of
the National Rifle Association’s “Cel-
ebration of American Values Freedom
Experience.” Maria is a junior at the
Academy.

Lycoming College junior German and
economics major Linda McCargo of
Alexandria has been awarded an un-
dergraduate scholarship by the German
Academic Exchange Service in support
of her planned semester at Otto-
Friedrich-Universitaet Bamberg, one of
Lycoming’s affiliate institutions, in
Bamberg, Germany. McCargo is the
fourth Lycoming student to receive the
competitive award since 2008. The
scholarship assists with travel and living
expenses and provides a monthly sti-
pend.

Taylor Sinclair of Alexandria
has been named to the dean’s list at
George Mason University in the fall
2010 semester. Taylor has also accepted
membership in The National Society of
Collegiate Scholars and will be honored
during an induction convocation this
fall.

Bryce W. Johnson of Alexandria
made the scholastic honor roll for the

School Notes

See Schools,  Page 33

winter term at Oregon State University.
He is studying botany with a straight-A
average.

Matthew Ethan Johnson of Al-
exandria received a Master of Health
Science degree from Lock Haven Univer-
sity during 2011 spring commencement
ceremonies.

Madeline Ogden of Alexandria
received the freshman soccer and tennis
scholar athlete awards at Mary Baldwin
College’s spring honors convocation.

Patrick J. Dougan of Alexandria
received a Master of Science in organi-
zational leadership during the 2011
graduate commencement at Quinnipiac
University on May 15.

Timmy Phillips of Alexandria
made the third-term honor roll at The
Fessenden School.

Local students attending Hampden-
Sydney College were named to the
dean’s list for the spring semester of the
2010-2011 academic year.

❖ Zachary Tyler Hellmuth, a jun-
ior — Zach is a graduate of Bishop
Ireton High School and is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Everett A. Hellmuth III, H-SC
Class of ’75, of Alexandria.

The following Washington and Lee
students have earned honor roll status
for the recently ended winter term.

❖ Karie Micklem of Alexandria,
a member of the class of 2011;

❖ Caroline Schmidt of Alexan-
dria, a member of the class of 2013.

Hanjun Bae of Alexandria par-
ticipated in the Chinese Bridge U.S.
High School Student Chinese Speech

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
Send Your Photos & Stories Now to

Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify
all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is July 22.

Be Part of The Pet
Connection in July
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Blum LLC trading as Buccinos Pizzeria, 6410 
Landsdowne Center Drive, Alexandria, VA 
22315.  The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine & Beer on 
premise license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages.  Michelle Orhan, owner

ABC LICENSE
F&B, LLC trading as Telegraph Station, 5735-A 

Telegraph Rd, Alexandria, VA 22303. The 
above establishment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine & Beer on & 

off Premises license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Mark Semans, 

Managing Member

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of 

the code of the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department located at 2003 

Mill Road, Alexandria, VA 22314 is now in 
possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other 
items. All persons having valid claim to the 

property should file a claim to the property with 
reasonable proof of ownership or the items will 

be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a 
complete listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the 
Police Property Unit at (703) 838-4709.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that the City will accept pro-
posals for a piece of surplus real estate from the 
time of this advertisement through August 15, 
2011, 3:00 p.m. local time. The parcel is com-
monly known as 200 North Royal Street and is 
approximately 10,666 (2 floors plus basement), 
on a 1,677 square foot lot. Details regarding the 
proposal process and more information about 
the parcel can be found at the following link:

http://alexandriava.gov/generalservices/

Please contact Timothy E. Wanamaker, Deputy 
Director, Department of General Services, 110 
North Royal Street, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA. 
22314, phone (703) 746-3208, e-mail 
Tim.Wanamaker@alexandriava.gov, with any 
questions.

  Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better way
to fill your

employment
openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

People

Flower Arranging
The Mother’s Group of The Child & Family

Network Centers (CFNC) learned flower arrang-
ing on June 9 from Margaret Bush, owner of
Artful Arrangements.  Bush brought all of the
items needed, including fresh flowers and con-
tainers and worked with each participant to
create her own arrangement. The Mother’s
Group, consisting of 14 mothers from a variety
of countries, meets weekly at CFNC with Social
Worker Ansley Shackelford to develop friend-
ships, learn parenting skills, and discuss life
issues in confidence.

The Police Department held a graduation cer-
emony for the graduates of the Basic K-9
School, hosted by the Alexandria Police
Department’s K-9 Unit on June 8.  The cer-
emony was held at the Police Department’s K-
9 Facility, located at 1108 Jefferson St.

Three Alexandria Police officers and one Ar-
lington County Police officer participated in the
Basic K-9 School.  The officers who graduated
are:

 ❖ Sergeant Steven Carr and K-9
“G’Kar.” Carr has been with Alexandria Po-
lice Department since 1994 and was trans-
ferred to K-9 supervisor in 2010.

❖ Officer Mark Wuckovich and K-9
“Rocco.” Wuckovich has been with Alexan-
dria Police Department since 1983 and was
selected for the K9 Unit in 1989.

❖ Officer Kyle Russel and K-9
“Chance.” Russel has been with the Alexan-
dria Police Department since 2005 and was
selected for the K-9 unit in 2011. Russel was
shot in the line of duty in September 2008
while serving in the Patrol Operations Bureau.

❖ Corporal Thorpe Lichtenberg and
K-9 “Roxy.” Lichtenberg has been with Ar-
lington Police Department since 1987 and was
selected for the K-9 unit in 1992.

The four officers completed a 15-week train-
ing course in all areas of police K-9 work, in-
cluding instruction on obedience, evidence
recovery, suspect search, tracking, agility, crimi-
nal apprehension, building search and tactical
deployments with canine. The class was taught
by lead trainer K-9 Officer Carlos Rolon, who
has been with the Department since 1998 and
in the K-9 Unit since 2004.

Officers Graduate from K-9 School

By Svetlana Avellan

Gazette Packet

F
or 50 years, NASA’s Art Program fea-
tured numerous artists who have
been capturing moments others wit-
nessed via television or a newspaper.

Among the artists were James Dean, founder
of the program; Norman Rockwell; Andrew
Wyeth and others.

From his youth, Dean knew he had the abil-
ity to be an artist. Beginning as a cartoonist, it
wasn’t until his teen years that he became se-
rious about painting. After graduating high
school, Dean continued to excel in his work at
the Swain School of Design in New Bedford,
Mass. With his education complete, after mov-
ing to Washington D.C., Dean applied to work
for NASA with the intention of doing film and
recording work.

IN 1960, NASA hired Dean, two years after
the space program’s start. At the time the
American public had extraordinary interest in
space, and, in return, NASA kept the public
informed on everything.

“One of NASA’s advantages,” Dean said, “is
the fact that they could predict history being
made.”

With new inventions and projects, NASA
hired photographers to capture the work in
progress.

“Even though the photos consisted of every-
thing that was taking place, the administrator
of NASA, James Webb, wanted to see images
that captured the feelings and emotion in the
way only an artist can,” Dean said.

Webb hired Dean to take control of the art
program and to find and hire artists.

After much research and advice, Dean gath-

ered artists to cover numerous launches from
the Mercury flights to Apollo 11. “I gave them
freedom to capture what they felt they saw,
and, in the end, the art was a perfect comple-
ment to the photography. It added excitement,”
Dean said.

According to Dean, after the first project was
completed by all of the artists, NASA didn’t
know how to react. But the art was eventually
appreciated by the workers because they felt
that their workplace was now a work of art.

With more than 3,000 paintings, drawings,
and lithographs created by the artists, Dean
said the best moment he covered was “defi-
nitely the Apollo 11 [moon landing].”

AFTER LEAVING NASA in 1974, Dean heard

about the Torpedo Factory, where he began
working in 1980. “I needed space to work, and
that’s what the factory represented and gave
me,” Dean said.

Even with no air or heat in the factory, people
still came to see the artwork, according to
Dean. He noted that when the factory was
renovated in 1983, Alexandria looked noth-
ing like it does now.

Recently, Dean was called to help out at the
Smithsonian Institute to organize the NASA/
ART: 50 Years of Exploration exhibit, where
73 pieces are on display, including his “Shuttle
Flowers.”

After painting more than 500 watercolors,
Dean decided to settle in Alexandria and con-
tinue his work. “A lot of my work comes from
this area and Maine on an island,” Dean said.
“I’ll do a lot of sketches and photographs and
finish my paint job at my studio.”

Located in Studio 306 at the Torpedo Fac-
tory, Dean said, “There are three types of
people that come into my studio. The first type
always says what a great view I have of the
waterfront. The second type asks if I am the
real James Dean, and finally the third type
comes for the art.”

From James Dean’s Facebook:
“Shuttle Flowers”, a watercolor by
James Dean.

This book by James Dean,
“NASA/ART 50 Years of
Exploration,” may be found
on Amazon.com.

James Dean with one of his watercolors at his
studio at the Torpedo Factory.

The ‘Other’
James Dean
Founding director of
the NASA Art Program
painting at the
Torpedo Factory.
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point, one that could reshape the future of
the long-suffering school. And the changes
include more than in leadership. Back in
May, the Alexandria City Council approved
a budget that cleared the way for the build-
ing to be demolished and replaced with a
new facility. In an effort to allow a new prin-
cipal to focus on education, Sherman has
hired what he calls a “chief executive of-
ficer” at the school to concentrate on con-
struction and logistical issues and the $40
million construction project.

“It’s a luxury situation,” said newly hired
Jefferson-Houston CEO Stephen Wilkins, a
retired Army colonel. “It breaks the mold
for how schools are organized.”

Last week, Sherman announced that he
has selected a finalist for the position of
principal at Jefferson-Houston — Rosalyn
Rice-Harris, who is currently associate prin-
cipal at George Washington Middle School.
On Tuesday night, Harris met with parents
and teachers in the school’s library for a
meet-and-greet session that was billed as a
sort of public job interview although no
other candidates were presented to the com-
munity.

“I am these kids,” said Rice-Harris, not-
ing her personal background was similar to
the school’s population. “School saved my
life.”

A native of Bridgeport, Conn., Rice-Har-
ris has a bachelor’s degree in history and

policy from Carnegie Mellon University and
a master’s degree in educational adminis-
tration from Trinity University. Before com-
ing to work in Alexandria, she served as an
elementary school principal and assistant
principal in Washington, D.C. Sherman said
the feedback he receives from the commu-
nity will help him make a decision about
new leadership at Jefferson-Houston.

“As goes Jefferson-Houston, so goes
ACPS,” Sherman told parents. “You are our
point of light for Alexandria.”

JEFFERSON-HOUSTON is currently the
only elementary school in Alexandria that
also offers middle school classes, a feature
that administrators plan on replicating at
Patrick Henry Elementary School and Cora
Kelly Elementary School in the coming
years.

Sherman hopes to use the school as a
laboratory of sorts, attempting a number of
innovations. Aside from hiring a new CEO,
administrators also hope to create a com-
munity council of advisors and bring in a
new consultant to mentor teachers on best
practices.

“When you start talking about a new con-
sultant and a council, I think we are add-
ing too many layers of bureaucracy,” said
parent Matt Wombacher, whose daughter
attends the school. “We’ve seen a lot of turn-
over at the school, and that alarms me.”

From Page 1

News

Much has changed since then. The next
year, Alexandria embarked on a social ex-
periment known as “busing,” sending the
Parker Gray girl to a white neighborhood
so she could attend George Mason Elemen-
tary School.

For the next two decades, integration sent
the city’s public-school students crisscross-
ing the city to achieve a racial balance. That
all came to an end in 1999, when the Alex-
andria School Board adopted a controver-
sial redistricting plan that once again cre-
ated a racial imbalance at the school.

Today, the student population at
Jefferson-Houston is 63 percent African-
American and 17 percent white. Test scores
show that the school has consistently failed
to meet federal standards, forcing adminis-
trators to implement a corrective-action
plan for improving the school. And the re-
cent announcement that Principal
Kimberley Graves would be stepping down
to spend more time with her family has cre-
ated a turning point at the Cameron Street
school.

“I wish that Kim Graves could stay an-
other 10 years,” Superintendent Morton
Sherman told parents this week. “But it was
her decision to leave.”

JEFFERSON-HOUSTON is at a turning

A New Day at Jefferson-Houston From Page 1

high-capacity transit corridor. Back in May,
the city’s High Capacity Transit Corridor
Working Group recommended a plan
known as “Alternative D” that would keep
all four existing lanes of traffic on
Beauregard while adding high-capacity
transit for a thoroughfare city officials call
“Corridor C.” The recommendation would
also widen the sidewalks and clear the way
for bus-rapid transit — infrastructure that
could eventually be used for streetcars when
the money is available to upgrade. For now,
though, members of the working group say
drivers will use their vehicles whether
Beauregard has two lanes or four.

“The key there is that if you add an addi-
tional lane for a transit vehicle, what you
give them is an option not to take that
single-occupancy vehicle,” said Dak
Hardwick, a member of the work group.

West End resident Carol James says she
thinks it would be “counterintuitive” to talk
about reducing reliance on single occupancy
vehicles while widening the road to main-
tain the number of single-occupancy lanes.
Rosemont resident Katy Cannady agrees,
adding that it would “destroy trees and ruin
the look of Beauregard.”

“If you invite people to drive,” she said,
“they will.”

This fall, City Council members will con-
sider the work group’s proposal to widen
the street at a public hearing. A vote is ex-
pected on the proposal before the end of
the year.

Widening
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From Page 1

People

Four busloads of participants from the
Organ Historical Society’s 56th National
Convention in Washington, D.C. traveled to
the Old Presbyterian Meeting House in Al-
exandria, among other locations, to hear an
organ recital June 28 by music director and
organist at the Meeting House Samuel
Baker. The Meeting House has an 1849
Erben organ as well as a 1997 Lively-Fulcher
organ, and Baker used both in his recital.

Beginning with the Erben organ, Baker
played two voluntaries and a hymn with
variations. For the second half of the pro-
gram, he began with “Air,” by Gerre
Hancock, and ended with another hymn,
both performed on the Lively-Fulcher or-
gan. This instrument is used for congrega-
tional music during Sunday services and
other musical events.

Because the Erben organ is one of a small

number of such older instruments that are
still in playable condition, during an inter-
mission an officer of the Organ Historical
Society presented the Meeting House with
a citation recognizing it as “an instrument
of exceptional historic merit, worthy of pres-
ervation.” Meeting House historian Dr.
Donald C. Dahmann accepted the citation
on behalf of the congregation.

Outside the sanctuary, Mary Belle
Stephens, Peggy Jeens and Midge Shawley
sold notecards to help raise funds to refur-
bish the Erben organ. Each card had an im-
age of one of six different scenes from around
the church, taken by fine-art photographer
Larry Rood, a member of the congregation.

Those interested supporting the project
are asked to contact Stephens at 703-765-
3177 or gunston71@cox.net.

Members of the Organ Historical Society assemble in the sanctuary of
the Old Presbyterian Meeting House at the beginning of the June 28
program. The 1849 Erben organ is behind the pulpit. Meeting House
Music Director and Organist Samuel Baker is standing in jacket and tie
under the balcony to the right prior to performing on this organ.

Organ Historical Society Visits
Old Presbyterian Meeting House

New Jersey. With 18 hot dogs, it was her
first win. One week later, she competed for
the first time in the Nathan’s Hot Dog Eat-
ing Contest on July 4 on Coney Island. She
set the women’s record with 25 hot dogs in
12 minutes.

She said this is when she first started get-
ting attention as a rising star. She was asked
what her favorite kind of food was and she
said she really liked hard-boiled eggs. So a
couple of months later, in Indianapolis, she
prepared to break the hard-boiled egg
record.

The record was 38 eggs in 10 minutes.
She felt ambitious so she had them prepare
65. She shattered the old record by running
out of eggs in 6 minutes 40 seconds.

She continued to work her way up in the
competitive eating world. She beat out
Cookie Jarvis in 2004 to be ranked No. 1
nationwide.

Thomas was featured in a MasterCard
PayPass commercial with the man who
sparked her interest in competitive eating,
Kobayashi.

In 2005, Joey Chestnut arrived on the
scene. He beat Thomas in a Waffle House
waffle-eating competition by a half of a
waffle. “I was so sad. I was so disappointed
in myself. I totally lost my mind.”

Fortunately, the next day she had a chance
to redeem herself in a Krystal hamburger-
eating contest. She beat Chestnut.

Chestnut, however, continued to improve
and rise in the rankings. “Even though my
eating ability is not going down, the other
eaters are getting better,” Thomas said.
“Even Tiger Woods sometimes loses. Every-
body cannot be a winner.”

She has great respect for Chestnut. “Who
can eat 68 hot dogs in 10 minutes? That’s
really, really respectable. That’s a skill.
That’s special. That’s talent. If I gave you a
million dollars, could you do it?”

This year, at the Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating
Contest, Thomas stood alongside Chestnut
in the winner’s circle. This was the first year

that Nathan’s had a separate contest for men
and women.

“It was a shock to me that there was a
men’s and a women’s contest. … A lot of
sports have different divisions for men and
women. This is a really good opportunity
for women.”

Thomas’ total this year of 40 hot dogs did
not beat her record of 41 from 2009. Other
notable wins include 250.5 jalapenos in 9
minutes and 552 oysters in 10 minutes.

Thomas said she is best at eating seafood

and dislikes eating meat products. She
couldn’t eat meat until she was 21 because
she thought it was gross.

Her goal is to eat 45 hot dogs in 10 min-
utes at the next Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating
Contest.

Thomas is known for her feminist atti-
tude. Her nickname, the Black Widow,
comes from the idea of being a maneater.
She explained that black widow spiders
poison and eat the male spiders.

“When I started up in 2003, everyone had
a nickname. I saw “Seabiscuit.” I thought,
‘I am like him. Should I make my nickname
Seabiscuit?’ Then I found black widow. …
It’s very strong and evil. It’s better than
Seabiscuit.”

She said, “a lot of times people think com-
petitive eating is ‘oh gross’ but me, I don’t
care what other people are thinking. I don’t
care about negative thinking or opinions. I
want to show people that I am the best. I
stick to my goal. I want to be the best.”

Thomas sees competitive eating as a sport
because “you’re competing with another
person.” She thinks it is 70 percent mental,
30 percent physical.

She said she burps often but rarely vom-

its. During a competition, vomiting gets you
disqualified. However, it is legal afterward.
She says her stomach can handle the food
without getting sick. She said she can eat
about 18-19 pounds of food in one sitting.

One time she threw up after eating 11
pounds of cheesecake in 9 minutes.

Thomas said she is able to stay slim be-
cause she only competes once or twice a
month. She works as a restaurant manager
at Burger King on Andrews Air Force Base.
She exercises regularly.

She usually eats one large meal per day.
A normal amount of food for her is coffee
in the morning, diet soda for lunch, then a
dinner of two large French fries, chicken
tenders, a chicken sandwich and another
diet soda.

To prepare for competitions, she eats
lightly the night before. “I just eat a little
bit of fruit or salad.”

As advice to those who may want to try
competitive eating, Thomas said, “If you
believe you’re a good eater and you’re very
competitive and you have a strong mind,
then try. Think positive. Everybody eats —
just naturally. You can make a little bit of
extra money for fun.”

Alexandria’s Black Widow Devours Her Competition

Sonya Thomas holds up the first
ever Pepto Bismol Belt.

Sonya
Thomas and
Joey Chest-
nut after
winning the
2011
Nathan’s
Hot Dog
Eating
Contest

“I could always eat more
than normal people.
People could not believe
me when I was eating.”
— Sonya “The Black Widow” Thomas
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Sports

By Orrin Konheim

Gazette Packet

I
n 2008, Brad Kenimer capped off an
extraordinary senior year as T.C. Wil-
liams’ top distance runner with a
fourth-place victory at the National

Scholastic Indoor Championships, followed
by an outdoor track season in which he was
the Northern Region champion in both the
mile and two mile. Three years later, he
hasn’t shown any signs of slowing down as
he prepares for his senior year at Dartmouth
College where he’ll serve as co-captain of
the cross country team.

“We have roughly the same goals every
year — to win the Ivy League Champion-
ships and to make it to the NCAAs,” said
Kenimer. “I’m the captain this year, so I have
a more defined role in setting those goals.”

As the co-captain and one of its top run-
ners, rising senior Kenimer hopes to lead
the Dartmouth cross country team to its first
Ivy League title since the fall of 2005.

“Last year we were very close to both of

TC Grad Kenimer Excelling in College
those goals,” said Dartmouth cross-country
coach Barry Harwick, who estimates that
they were one or two spots away at most
from making the 30-school field at the
NCAA cross country championships.

Spending the summer at his home in Al-
exandria, he is waking up daily at 7 a.m. to
run and hopes to be able to get up to 90
miles a week of running by the start of the
season.

Kenimer comes off a junior year high-
lighted by a fourth-place finish at the Ivy
League Conference Championships and a
first-place finish in the second heat at the
Penn Relays in which he set a personal
record of 14:24. Kinemer’s time is roughly
a minute faster than his high school times.

“I was always used to being good in high
school but when you get to college, the bar
moves up. If you just stay the same [after
high school], you’ll get stagnant,” said
Kenimer when asked to account for his im-
provement. “I do like running but I don’t
think running would be a good experience
if I wasn’t improving.”

Kenimer also credits his coaches at T.C.
Williams — Mike Hughes for cross-country
and Jim Garner was the distance specialist
for track — with helping him develop in a
“way that’s sustainable.”

“I think the coaches were very good at
educating me about the sport and training
in a way to set yourself up for a good col-
lege career,” Kenimer said.

Indeed, Kenimer has achieved a rare feat
of going uninjured for his first three years
and has competed in cross country, indoor
track and outdoor track for a combined nine
seasons so far.

“Brad does a great job of being injury-
free,” added Harwick. “He does get a cold
every once in a while”

Kenimer is on track to graduate and pre-
paring for his next step by studying to take
the MKATs in August. An economics major
and a chemistry minor, he hopes to go to
medical school.

Kenimer will begin his senior year at
Dartmouth, which begins its term on Sept.
21 and will open his cross-country season
at the Dartmouth Invitational on Sept. 10.

Submitted photo

Sports Briefs

Brad Kenimer, a 2008 T.C. Williams
graduate, will begin his senior
season on the Dartmouth cross
country team in the fall.

ASA Introduces New
Executive Director

The Alexandria Soccer Association has
hired Thomas “Tommy” Park as executive
director of ASA. In his role as executive di-
rector, Park will oversee all soccer-related
issues for both travel and recreational pro-
grams. He will be supervising the club’s
coaching staff and is ultimately responsible
for meeting ASA’s overall objectives in
player and team development. Park will also
look to create a more efficient and effec-
tive communication stream with club mem-
bers, coaches, and administrators.

Park comes to ASA with a variety of teach-
ing, playing, and coaching experience. He
was a regional All-American and captain at
University of Mary Washington, where he
obtained his B.S. in business administration.
While in college, he played for the D.C
United U19 Academy team and with the
Fredericksburg Generals, a professional in-
door team. He spent the last four years
teaching finance, economics, accounting at
DeMatha High School, where he is a var-
sity soccer coach of the recently undefeated
and No. 3-ranked team in the country. In
addition, Park has been a camp site direc-
tor and Super 20’s coach for D.C. United.
His club team, SAC U19’s, is top 10 nation-
ally and through Park’s development of
players and network of college coaches, 19
of the 20 rostered players are playing NCAA
soccer. Park will finish his masters in sports
industry management from Georgetown
University this summer and is a USSF certi-
fied coach.

As his first initiative with ASA, Park will

Submitted photo

Three Alexandria
Aces participated
in the Cal Ripken
League 6-3 win
over the Valley
League at Eagle
Field at Veterans
Memorial Stadium
in Harrisonburg
on July 11. Aces
head coach Corey
Haines was an
assistant coach/
first base coach
for the contest.
From left are: Kyle
Mullen (RHP, St.
Joseph’s), Haines
and Brandon
Englehardt (sec-
ond base, Penn).

be hosting age-specific open sessions at no
cost every Wednesday night in July at Ben
Brenman field. U9 and U10 will run from
6-7 p.m., U11-U12 will go from 7-8 p.m.
and U13 and older will be from 8-9 p.m.

Alexandria Titans
Youth Tackle Football

The Alexandria Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural Activities; Centers,

Playgrounds and Youth Sports Division is
now accepting registrations for the Alexan-
dria Titans youth tackle football program.
Teams are formed in the following weight
divisions and participate in the Fairfax
County Youth Football League: Anklebiters,
75 lbs, 85 lbs, 95 lbs, 110 lbs, 125 lbs, and
150 lbs. Participants will be weighed and
assigned to teams according to their weight
and age. This program is for participants
ages 7-16. Registration fee is $30. All par-
ticipants must have a Division of Motor Ve-

hicles (DMV) Identification Card upon reg-
istration. The Sportsmanship and Equip-
ment Days will be held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
on July 23 (Anklebiters and 75 lbs.), July
30 (85 lbs. and 95 lbs.) and Aug. 6 (110
lbs., 125 lbs and 150 lbs.). The Alexandria
Titans Football Camp (free for Titan play-
ers only) will be held Aug. 1–4 from 6–8
p.m. at George Washington Middle School.
The Alexandria Titans Youth Football
Booster Club is looking for sponsorships for
the 2011 season. For more information, call
the Youth Sports Office at 703-746-5402 or
go on the Recreation Department’s Web site
at www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

American Legion
Baseball Players
Wanted

The Montgomery College Rockville base-
ball team is looking for American Legion or
showcase-quality players for the fall 2011
and spring 2012 seasons. The Rockville
Express of the Cal Ripken League plays their
home games at MC Rockville. Contact coach
Rick Price at 240-447-6948 for more infor-
mation.

Sports Updates
On Twitter

Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on
Twitter at @jonroetman for sports updates
around Northern Virginia and Montgomery
County, Md.

See Sports Briefs,  Page 32

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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The Bishop O’Connell High School music depart-
ment recently competed in the New York City Inter-
national Festival of Music. Members of the school’s
Orchestra, Symphonic Band, Percussion Ensemble,
Jazz Ensemble, along with the Concert Choir and
and the O’Connell Singers, participated in the event,
coming home with four first place trophies, one sec-
ond place trophy and one third place trophy.

Additionally, freshman Ashley Jean won special

Music students
show off their
trophies from the
weekend festival.
From left (first
row): Lauren
Fitzpatrick, Eliza-
beth Rivlin,
Kaitlynn Mosier and
Emma Price; (Sec-
ond Row) Tony
Hawkins, Ashley
Jean, Nick
Hentschel, Eily
Walsh and Laura
Reynolds.

Sports Briefs

Schools

O’Connell Earn Honors at Music Festival
recognition as the top student accompanist for her
piano accompaniment of the Concert Choir. Sopho-
more Emma Price was awarded “best jazz solo” for
her alto saxophone solo during the Jazz Ensemble’s
performance of “Spain” by Chick Chorea.

While in New York the music students attended a
Broadway show, enjoyed the Manhattan skyline on a
dinner cruise, and participated in an awards break-
fast at the Hard Rock Cafe in Time Square.

Registration Open
For Senior Olympics

Registration is open for the 2011 Northern Vir-
ginia Senior Olympics, which will take place Sept.
17-28. Participants can register online by going to
nvso.us.

More than 25 indoor and outdoor events from
track and field to scrabble and chess are offered.
Senior adults 50 years of age and older, who live in
a sponsoring jurisdiction, are eligible to participate.
Registration information is available at local senior
centers, community centers, senior residences or by
calling 703-228-4721. Details and registration forms
are also available online at www.nvso.us. Deadline
to register is Sept. 1. The fee is $10 plus $1 per event.
There are additional charges for golf, miniature golf,

bowling and fencing.
Seniors may compete in more than one event. Each

event is divided into age categories and some by gen-
der. Winners will be awarded gold, silver and bronze
medals after each event. The events will take place
at various locations throughout Northern Virginia.

New events in 2011 are badminton, volleyball, cy-
cling and a 1,600-meter run has been added to the
track events. Events are track and field, swimming,
diving, tennis, table tennis, golf, miniature golf, 10-
pin bowling, Wii bowling, pickleball, racquetball,
scrabble, bocce, cribbage, fencing, chess, duplicate
bridge, backgammon, bunco, horseshoes, men’s  3-
on-3 basketball, men’s and women’s basketball free
throw, team line dancing, yo-yo tricks, eight-ball pool,
Frisbee throw and softball hit and throw.

New Bicycle and
Pedestrian Path
The Woodrow Wilson Bridge
Project opened the new
bicycle and pedestrian path
on the ramp that connects
northbound Telegraph Road
with Eisenhower Avenue in
the Telegraph Road Inter-
change work area on June
25. This dedicated pathway
will provide the first direct
connection for pedestrians
and bicyclists between Hun-
tington and Eisenhower
Avenues in the Telegraph
Road area since the Capitol
Beltway was built.  The new
sidewalk crosses Cameron
Run on the east side of the
newly completed Telegraph
Road bridge, then connects
to the flyover ramp crossing
the Capitol Beltway
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

PRESCHOOL TEACHER
Lutheran preschool in Mt. Vernon 
area seeks experienced morning 
pre-k teacher. Competitive salary. 
Degree preferred. 703-765-8687,
preschool@bethany-lcms.org

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

21 Announcements

Vendor Show - 7/16, Lee
Center, 1108 Jefferson St.

9:00 am - 2:00 pm

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

Cheap Discount 
Cabinets!

Reico Clearance Center
7:30am-3pm

6790 Commercial Dr, 
Springfield

Call: 703-245-8912

ClassifiedClassified

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

From Page 27

People

School Notes

Contest at the University of Massachusetts Bos-
ton, Saturday, May 21. Bae attends Episcopal High
School. The contest is organized by the UMass
Confucius Institute at UMass Boston. More than 20
high school students from across the country par-
ticipated in the contest.

The following Washington and Lee students
have earned dean’s list status for the recently ended
winter term.

❖ Joseph Morgan of Alexandria, class of
2014

❖ Alexander Uhlir of Alexandria, class of
2011

❖ Karie Micklem of Alexandria, class of
2011

❖ Caroline Schmidt of Alexandria, class of
2013

❖ John James Carbonell of Alexandria,
class of 2011

❖Vanessa Ndege of Alexandria, class of
2012

The following local residents graduated from
Hampton University.

❖ Shelitta Sheffield of Alexandria.
❖ Rachel Queen of Alexandria.

Eileen Palmer of Alexandria, a member of
the Bowdoin College class of 2011, has been
awarded the Richard P. Martel Jr. Memorial Prize
at Bowdoin College. Palmer, majoring in math and
minoring in music, is a graduate of Thomas
Jefferson High School.

Soraya Schwartz of Alexandria received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Loyola University’s
College of Social Sciences May 14.

Victoria K. Wong of Alexandria graduated
summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in envi-
ronmental communication from the University of
Mary Washington. Wong received the UMW
Alumni Award and departmental honors in English.

Randall Leonard Cyr of Alexandria was
awarded a Master of Science degree in environ-

LemonAide for Alexandria Tutoring Consortium
Kids Helping Kids, a teen nonprofit organization that raises money
for children’s charities in Alexandria and provides community
service opportunities for youth to “give back” to their community,
recently presented a check for $5,000 to the Alexandria Tutoring
Consortium. These funds were raised during a LemonAide project,
part of the community-wide Spring2ACTion event. From left are
Gwen Mullen, executive director of ATC; Ben Luce, Lauren Zapko,
and Tommy May, members of Kids Helping Kids, and Doris Ablard,
Board Member of ATC.

mental engineering at commencement exercises at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute on May 14.

Evan C. Seward of Alexandria received a
Bachelor of Science in accounting from King’s Col-
lege on May 22.

Maxwell H. Brindle, son of Eugene and
Connie Brindle of Alexandria, received a bachelor’s
degree in government from Hamilton College on
May 22

Tara Geil, a resident of Alexandria, re-
ceived a Master of Science in Engineering degree
in Literacy Education from Nazareth College on
May 8.

The following Alexandria residents have been
named to the spring semester dean’s list at Radford
University.

❖ Priscilla Boaheng, sophomore biology
major

❖ Emily Sohyoung Besse, junior media stud-
ies and pre-business major

❖ Brittany Leigh Booterbaugh, senior food
and nutrition major

❖ Kasey Lea Cerny, senior interdisciplinary
studies major

❖ Kimberly Jolynn Crawford, junior psy-
chology major

❖ Susan Elizabeth DenBleyker, sophomore
marketing major

❖ Deanna Marie Kelson Doyle, senior art
major.

❖ Albert C. Gross, junior recreation, park and
tourism major

❖ Shanita Renee Manyfield, sophomore
criminal justice major

❖ Megan Maria Maple, sophomore interdis-
ciplinary studies major

❖ Joshua Bradley Mazon, junior psychology
major

❖ Kelley Jensen McVay, senior psychology
major

❖ Chad Bradley Rogers, senior geospacial
science major

❖ Habtamu Bainesagn Sahilu, senior com-
puter science and technology major.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

M

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTSCLEANING CLEANING

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Gutter Repair
Gutter Reset Work
Gutter Guard Install
Pressure Washing

M&O REPAIR

703-843-4792

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

LANDSCAPING

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE
ONLINE INTERNS

Educational internships available for enthusiastic col-
lege students to join our new website launch team. This
is an exciting opportunity to help develop content and
sections for our new website, due to launch in late
spring. Throughout the summer, we’ll be adding specif-
ics to our entertainment and events sections, creating
special projects and content, and exploring new media.
Internships are unpaid, but offer an unusual chance to
work with award-winning editors while developing first-
rate online presence. Summer internships require a
commitment of at least six weeks, 16-40 hours a week.
Please e-mail a statement of
interest and a resume to intern
ship@connectionnewspapers.com
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