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During the Canal Stewards Cleanup on Sunday, July 10,
volunteers work on cleaning up the C&O Canal at Lock 8.
Visit www.potomac.org/site/river-center-events/index.php.

Canal Cleanup

Matt Brothers Achieves Eagle Scout Rank
Matt Brothers of Troop
773 in Potomac was recently awarded his Eagle
Scout Rank at a ceremony
at the Potomac United
Methodist Church. Less
than 2 percent of all Scouts
achieve this rank.
Brothers has been an active Scout since elementary
school and is now a senior
at Churchill High School,
headed to Penn State University next year.
His Eagle project consisted of the construction of
a number of storage shelving units for the Potomac
United Methodist Church
and the painting of its parking lot curbs.
Eagle Scout Matt Brothers from Troop 773 is joined by his
Persevering through two parents Debbie and Bob Brothers of Potomac.
major changes to his
project, Brothers completed it in gram, earning the Triple Crown in Sea Base and Philmont (or HH
about 150 man hours of effort be- 2010, which represents atten- Camp). Less than 0.5 percent of
tween him and his volunteers.
dance at all three National High all Scouts achieve the Triple
Brothers has been active in Adventure bases in the Scouting Crown.
Troop 773’s high adventure pro- system , including Northern Tier,

Corrections
In the photo “For Habitat for Humanity,” [The
Almanac, June 22-28], the individuals should have
been identified as Mike Denker, president of
Hopkins & Porter Construction; John Paukstis,
executive director for habitat for Humanity, and
Jeanne Richter, president of the Rotary Club of

2 ❖ Potomac Almanac ❖ July 13-19, 2011

Potomac. The Rotary has been involved in the
fundraiser for five years.
The headline on the story on Matt Morgante,
the “Ivy Insider,” [The Almanac, July 6] incorrectly noted his high school. He graduated from
Walt Whitman High.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren
703-778-9415 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com
See www.potomacalmanac.com

Youths Organize Effort To Help ‘Bikes for the World’
Donate Bicycles This Saturday
At Potomac Swim and Tennis Club.
By Colleen Healy
The Almanac

inston Churchill freshman
Conor Quigley wanted to
get involved with community service and find an organization he was passionate about. He
found one that combined his love of biking
and helping others.
“I love biking and ride along the
canal a lot. I was looking for an organization to support and saw my
brother and his friend do a bike drive
last year. It is good work and something I enjoy doing. You learn how to
fix the bikes for the kids overseas as
you learn how to take care of your
own bike properly.
“Our bike drive is shipping eight
containers overseas. The bikes are
also fixed overseas and this provides jobs
for many people. By not sending old bikes
to the landfill you are helping the environment by recycling lots of bikes. When you
do something you love you are going to be
good at it. I feel like I can go on with Bikes
for the World for years,” Conor said.
The organization Bikes for the World
seeks to assist poor people overseas to be-

W

come more productive by
providing affordable bicycles for personal transport to work, school and
health services. As of January the organization has
donated 50,000 bikes to
such countries as Ghana,
Costa Rica and Barbados.
The donated bikes are a

means of transportation for
many doctors who can
make three times as many
Photo contributed
visits on a bike. Children From left are Erik Johnson, Conor Quigley and Andrew Greenberg.
use the bikes to go to
Oaklyn Drive, Potomac. Contact Kirsten shipping and handling; a receipt good for
school.
Donate bicycles to Bikes for the World on Quigley, brett_and_kirsten@msn.com, 301- tax purposes is available. For more info on
for
the
World,
visit
Saturday, July 16, from noon – 3 p.m., at 802-9390. A donation of $10 per bike is Bikes
the Potomac Swim and Tennis Club, 10531 suggested to defray a share of expenses in www.bikesfortheworld.org.

Potomac’s Ben Ertman Captures Two Gold Medals
Participates in national
Paralympic Meet.
By Susan Belford
The Almanac

ifteen-year-old Ben Ertman of
Potomac brought home the gold in
swimming — not once, but twice —
after spectacular performances in the Jimi
Flowers Paralympic Meet at the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
June 24-26.
He surprised himself when he broke his
own individual records, swimming at that
elevation in Colorado when he was used to
performing at sea level. Ben competed in 8
events — and set 8 “best times.” He won
the gold medal in the 150-meter individual
medley and the 200-meter backstroke. He
also won 3 second places and 3 third places
— all in a time-span of 1 and a half days.
The Churchill High School sophomore
was nervous when he arrived at the Center.
“It was all a little scary,” Ben said. “It was
my first experience at the Paralympics Meet.
There were so many kids with so many types
of disabilities. I would look at them and
think, ‘There’s no way they can swim.’ And
then, they would get in the water and away

F
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Ben Ertman
they would go. I was so impressed.”
Ben’s coach, Denise Adams (Coach D) of
All Star Aquatics credited Ben’s performance to his dedicated preparation. He
practices with All-Star Aquatics at Stone
Ridge School, five days a week for nearly
two hours. The schedule is grueling, since

Ben is also an excellent student who earns
good grades in a demanding academic
schedule of AP and Honors classes. His favorite class is Honors Chinese 5.
Ben has mild cerebral palsy which affects
his muscle tone — but he does not let his
disability hold him back. His mom, Carlie
Wells said, “My husband and I are really
proud of him. Ben has a great attitude and
works very hard to meet his goals.”
He started swimming at age 2 and competing on the Potomac Swim and Tennis
swim team at age 4 or 5. He was been swimming for All-Star Aquatics for five years.
Ben explains how he felt about the
Paralympics: “The meet was very inspiring.
Seeing all these kids in this environment
made me realize how fortunate I am. A lot
of people are not as lucky. I can do whatever I want to in the world. We watched so
many incredible athletes with so many different disabilities.”
Adams commented, “Attending this meet
were the U.S. National Pan Pacific and U.S.
Parapan teams. Ben swam with and against
Olympians, World and American Record
holders and World and American National
Champions. It is hard to describe the incredible athletes we watched with so many
different disabilities. Many times we were
speechless as we watched the incredible
feats of athleticism that were performed

The gold medals won by Ben
Ertman at the Jimi Flowers
Paralympic Meet at the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado
Springs, Colo.
without the use of hands, arms, feet, legs
or eyes.”
Athletes are classified from 1 - 10 according to their disability with 1 the most severe and 10 the least severe. Visually impaired athletes are assigned to groups numbered 11 - 13 and mentally disabled to
group 14. Ben competed in group 8.
One of the highlights of the trip was touring the facilities of the Olympic Training
Center and Visitor Center. They saw the U.S.
Women Wrestlers practicing, toured the
See Gold Medals, Page 15
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Weathermakers Win National Robotics Championship
four to six hours deTwo Potomac residents about
signing, building and finetuning their robot. The
in winning effort.
team competed in an averBy Marilyn Lewis Campbell
The Almanac

otomac residents Philip Chertoff
and Tom Mullins have always had
an interest in technology. As children they were fascinated by
LEGO construction toys, particularly LEGO
Mindstorms, the programmable robotics
kits filled with sensors, cables and other
gadgets.
Chertoff and Mullins’ predilection for
electronics expressed itself recently when
they, along with their teammate Conrad
Stansbury of Alexandria, Va., won the U.S.
National VEX Robotics Championship in
Omaha, Neb., beating more than 50 teams
from around the country. The three boys
have competed together since their freshman year of high school. Together they comprise the Weathermakers Robotics Squad at
The Potomac School in McLean, Va.
“I am generally not a competitive person,”
Mullins said, who, along with Chertoff and
Stansbury, graduated from The Potomac
School earlier this month. “But after doing
robotics for four years and coming close to
winning a few times, it was nice to actually
win during my senior year.”
Robotics, the branch of technology that
deals with the design, construction and
operation of robots, is a relatively new club
at The Potomac School. The robotics squads
have been in existence for four years and
are part of the school’s Science and Engineering Research Center (SERC).
The Weathermakers met on Sundays for

P

age of eight contests each
year, retooling their robot
after each one.
“We learned a lot about
problem-solving, perseverance and seeing a project
through to completion,”
Stansbury said.
During the competition,
teams are given a task for
the robot to complete, such
as placing rings on a peg
or post. The teams are
judged on how well they
develop a plan for accomplishing each objective.
“This competition is a
Copyright Deborah Kolt
great learning experience
for the kids,” said Bill From left, the Potomac School Headmaster Geoffrey Jones congratulates the
Wiley, the team’s coach and Weathermakers — Brian Goldman, Philip Chertoff, Tom Mullins, Conrad Stansbury,
the director of SERC at The Erik Schluntz and James Power — following their national championship win.
Potomac School. “An im- Golman, Schluntz and Power are part of the robotics club, but not part of the
portant point is how well Weathermakers.
you develop a strategy and
stick to it and incorporate creativity.”
can create confidence and drive just like per, The Current. Mullins and Stansbury
It is not uncommon for robots to break sports. And just like any other sport, it cre- collaborate on computer programming
down during a competition. “The most im- ates tight bonds.”
projects. In addition to his fascination with
portant skill I learned was how to work
computers and technology, Stansbury plays
around a problem,” Chertoff said. “You’re THE WEATHERMAKERS seem to possess the piano.
constantly running your robot, so at some a confidence that belies their youthful age
Mullins will attend Carnegie Mellon Unipoint something is going to break down.”
of 18. “These are wonderful kids,” Wiley versity in the fall; Chertoff heads to the
Chertoff is quick to dispel the notion that said. “They appreciate each other’s suc- University of Chicago, and Stansbury to
robotics is a hobby that appeals only to cesses. No one is dominant. They learned Stanford University. The Weathermakers are
those interested in science and math. “It is how to collaborate. They are also well- unsure whether there will be competitive
surprising how much these competitions are rounded.”
robotics in their future. “I probably won’t
like sporting events,” he said. “There are
Chertoff was a member of The Potomac start a robotics club,” Chertoff said. “But I
people cheering and holding signs. You de- School’s Concert Chorus and Madrigal Sing- will volunteer to help The Potomac School’s
velop a sense of real camaraderie. Robotics ers. He also wrote for the school’s newspa- team when I am around.”

Farewell to Fifth Graders Held at Churchill
Celebrating with “School’s
Out for the Summer.”
By Susan Belford
The Almanac

o mark fifth graders’ leaving Potomac Elementary
School (PES) for middle
school, a special graduation was
held in the auditorium of Winston
Churchill High School on June 14.
The graduates and their families
were also treated to a party at
Potomac Community Center the
following day.
When PTA President Michelle
Benaim and other parents realized
that the gymnasium at Potomac
Elementary would not hold all the
parents, families and friends of the
5th graders who were moving on
to middle school, they brought the
subject up to the PTA, the parents
of the 5th graders voted — and the

T

dergarten and they
were emotional about
moving on to middle
schools — some to
Hoover, others to prigraduation at
vate schools and some
Churchill bemoving away. It’s a
came a reality.
happy but sad occaMore than 500
sion. We are just so
attended the
glad that we could
graduation of
make their final
120 eager and
Potomac Elementary
excited
5th PES Student GovernSchool days really
grade students. ment President Justin
special.”
The group Marks with Principal
Justin Marks, the
held
two Linda Goldberg.
PES Student Governfundraisers to
ment president, spoke
pay for the graduation and and sang to his classmates and
amassed more than enough their families. He thanked the
money. In fact, they were able to teachers, guidance counselor, printake the extra monies raised to buy cipal Linda Goldberg, parents,
Smartboards and musical instru- families — and the graduation
ments for the school.
committee chaired by Charisse
“The kids had a great time,” said Jordan.
Benaim. “They were thrilled to be
Justin captured the crowd’s inon stage at Churchill. Most of the terest when he said, “Maybe somekids have been together since kin- one in our class will be a famous
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scientist like Alfred Einstein, or an
innovative business leader like
Steve Jobs, or a Nobel Peace Prize
winner or a future President of the
United States of America — or a
great role model and rock star like
Alice Cooper.”
AT THAT POINT, he burst into
performing the song “School’s Out
for the Summer,” the melody made
popular by Alice Cooper.
At the end of the graduation, a

PES
Student
Government
President
Justin
Marks
sings at
graduation.

montage played which included
photos of all the 5th graders
through the six years along with
their baby photos. This was produced by Robin Maizlish.
According to Bernaim, “The ceremony was very simple and only
one hour long. We did not want
the pomp and circumstance of a
high school or college graduation.
We just wanted to celebrate the
accomplishments of our children
with a special ceremony.”
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Pets

No Power? No Problem. Gas Logs on Sale for Immediate Installation

Partnership for Animal Welfare (PAW) is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit group. To
adopt an animal, volunteer or make a tax-deductible donation, visit www.pawrescue.org, call 301-572-4729 or write to PAW, P.O. Box 1074, Greenbelt, MD 20768.
Killian: Male, 3
years, 32 lbs., neutered, Beagle mix.
Killian is one of those
active, happy souls
who adores people of
all sorts, gets along
with other dogs and
likes a treat or two.
He loves walks and
would do well with
an active family to
play with him. Killian
could be a great playmate for active
children but in a
home with no cats.

Smokey: Female, 4
years, 12 lbs, spayed,
Schnoodle. Smokey
is bubbling with energy for play, walks
and attacking stuffed
toys. She has puppylike energy but is
well-mannered in the
house and gets along
with other small
dogs. Smokey is a
great companion and
a dog that would do
well in a family or
with older adopters.

Call for Free In-Home Professional Estimate!

•Beautiful efficient Heat

10%*
7/23/11

PA

Bulletin Board
To submit an item for the Civic Calendar, e-mail almanac@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at
noon two weeks prior to the event. For
questions, call 703-778-9412.

these feelings is a first step in coping.
At the Wellness Community, 5430
Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100, Bethesda.
Call 301-493-5002 or email
twcdc@wellnesscommunitydc.org.

NOW THROUGH NOV. 19

TUESDAY/JULY 19

The Rockville Farmers Market will
be held 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturdays,
now through Nov. 19, at the corner
of Monroe Street and Route 28 in
downtown Rockville. Parking is free.
The market will feature farm-fresh
fruits and vegetables, specialty meats
and cheeses, bedding plants, cut
flowers, preserves, honey, herbs and
baked goods. Visit HYPERLINK http:/
/www.rockvillemd.gov/events/
farmers.htm www.rockvillemd.gov/
events/farmers.htm

Montgomery Hospice Drop-In
Discussion About Grief and
Healing. For anyone mourning the
death of a loved one. 1:30-3 p.m.
Free and open to any Montgomery
County resident. Woodside United
Methodist Church, 8900 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring. Registration required:
301-921-4400.

SECOND AND FOURTH WEDNESDAYS
Toastmaster’s Club Meetings.
Meets 6/8; 6/22. Effective
Communicators Toastmasters Club
welcomes guests in developing
communications and leadership skills
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. At Beall
Elementary School, 451 Beall Ave.,
Room 101, Rockville. Free to
newcomers. Call 301-762-7978 or
visit http://
effectivecommunicators.freetoasthost.com/

THURSDAY/JULY 14
Adoptions Meet and Mingle. 6 to 8
p.m. Free. Sponsored by Adoptions
Together with author Adam Pertman.
Adam Pertman is a Pulitzernominated former journalist, the
executive director of the Evan B.
Donaldson Adoptions Institute, and
an expert on adoptions. At
Huckleberry Fine Art, 12051 Nebel
St., Rockville.

SATURDAY/JULY 16
Living with the Thought of
Recurrence. 9 a.m. to noon. Free.
Concerns about a recurrence of
cancer involves a complex array of
emotions. Learning to acknowledge
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

TUESDAY/JULY 26
Prostate Cancer. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Learn about the latest updates in
prostate cancer research, treatment
options and directions for care from
George K. Philips, M.D. of Lombardi
Comprehensive Cancer Center. At the
Wellness Community, 5430
Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100, Bethesda.
Call 301-493-5002 or email
twcdc@wellnesscommunitydc.org.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 3
Montgomery Hospice Drop-In
Discussion About Grief and
Healing. For anyone mourning the
death of a loved one. 6:30-8 p.m.
Free and open to any Montgomery
County resident. Montgomery
Hospice, 1355 Piccard Drive,
Rockville. Registration required: 301921-4400.

AUG. 9 AND 16
Montgomery Hospice: Beyond
Words: Grief Expressions
Through Art. A two-session
workshop for anyone mourning the
death of a loved one, using creative
ways of expressing grief. Led by
Montgomery Hospice professional
counselors. 6:30-8 p.m. Free and
open to any Montgomery County
resident. Montgomery Hospice, 1355
Piccard Dr., Rockville. Registration
required: 301-921-4400.
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Opinion
Telling the Story of Women and Their Names

The Almanac

am not the same person
I was when I started this
quest,” writes Elizabeth
Waugaman in the preface of her newest book, “Women,
Their Names & the Stories They
Tell — Where We’ve Been …
Where We Are … Where We Are
Going.” This book is based on 200
personal essays and letters gathered from Waugaman’s River Falls
neighbors, friends, friends of
friends and even from a female elder of a Native American tribe.
The book documents the naming process from the oldest traditions to the newest trends. It describes the many ways women are
named, and how they feel about
their individual names.
“I wrote this book because
women have such an important
message to give in this unsettled
time,” said Waugaman. “These
women talk about what is really
significant. I cannot tell you how
many women told me they discovered something they had never
known about themselves in the
process of writing their essay. They
began to think of their lives in a
way they had never before considered.”
The manuscript is a collection of
essays and letters organized into
two main parts and then into chapters. “Part I, The Name from the
Inside Out” focuses on feelings
women have about their names
and how their identity is related
to their name. “Part 2, The Name
from Outside In” discusses the traditions which affect naming and
what these traditions mean.
In Waugaman’s quest to identify
how given names affect the female
identity, her understanding of the
significance of names grew. “I did
not realize how much women’s diversity would teach me and how
it would inspire me. My understanding of self, family, and even
spirituality has changed,” she
wrote.
She first became interested in
the topic when she was at a Brazilian ceremony honoring her first
book, “Follow Your Dreams: The
Story of Alberto Santos-Dumont”
who was a Brazilian aviation pioneer. She mistakenly thought
someone’s name was June, but it
was Joy.
“I started thinking about what
women would say if I asked them

“I
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Alexandria, Virginia 22314

to write anything they wanted
about their given names,” saif
Waugaman. And thus, the idea
became a book.
Peggy O. Heller, a close friend
of Waugaman, helped to edit her
book. “I am so thrilled about the
book. The way people have responded with their essays, the variety of their writing and the depth
of information collected and organized by Elizabeth is remarkable.
I admire her determination to
weave it all together. The youngest essayist was 10 and the oldest
was in her 80s. The book is a fascinating and interesting study of
women and their names.”
HELLER CONTRIBUTED an essay about her given name and
drew the conclusion: “What’s in a
name? Significant clues to how a
person makes meaning and
choices in her life.” She said that
her middle name was Osna, a
name she did not like. She did not
know where it came from until she
was a teen-ager. “It was the name
of my mother’s favorite sister who
died in childbirth before I was
born. My mother was the 11th and
last child born in her family. Only
seven survived past early childhood. Her father, a biblical scholar,
an apostate, and the last of many
generations of rabbis had chosen
that name for his daughter. It was
a name from the Old Testament
story of Joseph of the many colored cloak fame. The English spelling was Osna, Asena or Asenat.
She was Joseph’s Egyptian wife,
given to him by the pharaoh in
appreciation for Joseph’s dream
interpretations. I did some research and learned that Asena was
the Egyptian name of the mythological Minerva or Athena. I
claimed it as mine and have used
it ever since. I like to remind myself that my middle name identifies me as one who has a good
head and good hands.”
“It took me four years to write
the book,” said Waugaman. “Deciding how to organize the book
was like putting puzzle pieces together. I read all the essays and
then tried to categorize them and
make sense of all I was learning
about the naming process. I actually cut the essays into strips and
then placed them under topics
which became the chapters in the
book.
“I was curious about what
women would talk about in the
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Peggy Heller, author Elizabeth Waugeman and Ginta
Remeikis with River Falls neighbor Shirley Barr (seated).
essays. I was blown out of the
water,” Waugaman said. “The
knowledge that the essays shared
about their families, cultures, traditions, religion, and race was just
fascinating.”
In the book, Waugaman’s friend,
Ginta Remeikis describes her name
and how it related to her
Lithuanian culture. “I was late. My
parents had chosen another name
for me, Grazina. However, as it
became clear that I would be born
on Feb. 16, Lithuanian Independence Day, they named me
Gintare. This is the female version
of ‘gintaras’ meaning amber, the
national gem. My parents had fled
Soviet occupation of Lithuania as
children and spent five years in
displaced persons camps in Germany before arriving in the States
as teens. It was the raison d’etre
of those who fled, and by extension their children, to keep
Lithuanian culture alive and to
work for Lithuanian independence. A name carries one’s past
and one’s identity within it.”
RIVER FALLS neighbor Shirley
Barr shared that she never liked
her name because the children in
school taunted her by calling her
“Shirley Temple.” She said, “I was
born before Shirley Temple and it
wasn’t even her real name.” But
she felt the teasing caused her to
lose her individual identity. She
said, “Just another form of the bullying we hear about today.”
Waugaman explains how some
of the information astonished her.
“The thing that surprised and
humbled me the most were the

essays by women describing ancient naming traditions — specifically the Native American and
Black African essays. After reading the essays by Native Americans, I realized that as we entered
the Modern Era, we have steadily
focused more and more on the individual, which has led us to look
at the world with a very narrow
focus — ourselves. We forget the
individual is part of a dynamic system and that, in fact, our individual lives have meaning only as
we relate to others.
“My overall impression is that I
am left with a deep sense of admiration and gratitude to all these
women for the wisdom they have
shared, which is basically that of
love and respect for one another
and the world we live in.”
Waugaman will be speaking at
the South Atlantic Modern Language Association (SAMLA) in Atlanta, Ga. in November. “Psychology Today” recently reviewed the
book. The article can be found at
http://www.psychologytoday.com/
blog/adventures-in-201106/bookswomen-their-nanmes-and-the-stories-they-tell. The book can be purchased at www.amazon.com or at
other on-line book stores.
Waugaman leaves her readers
with this advice: “I suggest you
write your own name essay — and
rewrite it periodically. Among
other things, you will reconnect
with the past and think more creatively about the present and the
future. Rewriting your essay from
time to time helps to assess and
renew your ongoing personal evolution.”
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Art Gallery of Potomac Spotlights Work of Four Artists
Opening reception
planned for July 16.
By Colleen Healy
The Almanac

his month The Art Gallery of
Potomac will feature the works
of four artists.
Anne Martinez, one of the
gallery’s resident artists, hopes “people can
come to know the artists who show here.
They are all marvelous and really wonderful people who are earnest in their pursuits.
It is beautiful art that they share from themselves to others. It is wonderful to have this
space.”
She named her show Portraits of Love
because “all the paintings are of animals I
have fallen in love with. I mostly do portraits of animals, but my first portrait was
of Harry Truman while he was President. I
loved being able to paint the eyes behind
his glasses. It was a challenge.
“My godmother gave me my first set of
paints. I mostly work with dry pastels or
wax pastels. When people look at my work
I hope they remember someone or a pet. It
is a big circle of love to have portraits of
people and pets you have cared about,”
Martinez said.

T

Photo contributed

Artist Merry Lymn with her piece
called “Twist.”

Photo by Colleen Healy/TheAlmanac

Artist Stephen Dell’Aria with one of his watercolors.
Artist Mary Lymn started painting after
she retired in 2008, and on the advice of a
friend she took a collage art class which led
to entering her work into several shows. She
feels, “my work doesn’t fit into a mold. Most
are collages that are not large pieces. There

is no theme; each one is very different. Most
of my work is done with found or altered
papers. One of the wonderful things about
my teacher is that she sets up an intellectual problem and we have to solve it. That
is where ideas from my pieces come from.

“When people look at my art I hope they
enjoy them. Most are happy ones. I always
have an idea of what I want in a piece but
it usually doesn’t turn out how I originally
planned. I find it very exciting to go into a
gallery and see a collection, but being able
to produce my own has given me great pleasure,” Lymn said.
Stephen Dell’Aria has always loved art
and has spent most of his life doing water
See New Exhibit, Page 15

Potomac Village Deli Catering
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of The
Pet
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Entertainment
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY
Free Live Music. At the Beer Garden at
Old Angler’s Inn Restaurant all
summer long. At 10801 MacArthur
Blvd., Potomac. Call 301-299-9097.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
Armand Ntep. 7 p.m., Gudelsky Concert
Gazebo. A native of Cameroon,
Armand Ntep adds African beats and
traditional Lihongo dance from his
native country to jazz, salsa and hiphop for an eclectic performance. At
10701 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Call 301-581-5100 or HYPERLINK
http://www.strathmore.org
www.strathmore.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 14
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to
11:30 p.m. Admission is $8. With DJ
Mike Marcotte and Guests. Slow blues
lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m. Dancing
from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
HYPERLINK http://
www.CapitalBlues.org
www.CapitalBlues.org.
Taikoza. 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.,
Strathmore Backyard Theater Stage.
Taikoza combines traditional
costumes, dynamic motion and the
colossal sounds of the magnificent
Japanese taiko drums. At 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda. Call
301-581-5100 or www.strathmore.org.

FRIDAY/JULY 15
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 p.m.
to midnight. Admission is $14. With
the Memphis Gold Band. Slow blues
lesson from 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing from
9 p.m. to midnight. At the Bumper Car
Pavilion at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or Glen
Echo Park at 301-634-2222.

SATURDAY/JULY 16
Rockville Rotary Twilight Runfest.
8:45 p.m. Consists of an 8K race
(including wheelchair division) and a
1K fun run, followed by a free concert
by the Lloyd Dobler Effect and
refreshments. At N. Washington Street
and Middle Lane. Registration before

Thursday, July 14- $36; On-site
registration Saturday, July 16, after 4
p.m. at the race site- $45. Registration
for the 1K fun run is $10 at any time.
There is a $10 fee for registering a
team. There are no refunds for
registration fees. To register, go to
http://rockvilletwilighter.org/.
Bike Donations. Noon to 3 p.m. Put
your old bike to good use by donating
it to Bikes for the World on Saturday,
July 16, from 12 noon – 3 p.m., at the
Potomac Swim and Tennis Club,
10531 Oaklyn Dr, Potomac. Contact:
Kirsten Quigley,
brett_and_kirsten@msn.com, 301-8029390. A donation of $10 per bike is
suggested to defray a share of expenses
in shipping and handling; a receipt
good for tax purposes is available. Visit
www.bikesfortheworld.org.
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 p.m.
to midnight. Admission is $15. With
the Kim Massie and the Solid Senders
Band. Slow blues lesson from 8 to 9
p.m.; dancing from 9 p.m. to midnight.
At the Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call Donna Barker at 301-6342231 or go to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.
Pizza and Play with Groovy Nate. 1
to 2:30 p.m. At My Gym Bethesda. Fun
and food and a show by Groovy Nate –
children’s entertainer, musician and
song-writer. Tickets are $10 each for
members, $15 for non-members, space
is limited. At My Gym Bethesda,
located across from the Whole Foods
on River Road. Call 301-652-2800 or
visit HYPERLINK
mailto:mygymbethesda@verizon.net
mygymbethesda@verizon.net.

JULY 16, 23
The Magic of Music. “Sensational
Saxophone”. 3 p.m. Washington
Conservatory of Music presents a new
series of family music and magic
shows. The Magic of Music, a fun
introduction to music for the young
(and the young at heart!), features
Musico the Magnificent – aka Drew
Owen, cellist and WCM faculty
member. In Washington Conservatory’s
recital hall. Tickets are $10 at
www.WashingtonConservatory. Call
301-320-2770.

SUNDAY/JULY 17

Concerts in Downtown Bethesda
Outdoor concerts in Bethesda, produced by the Bethesda Urban Partnership, feature free music on Thursdays during June
and July. The concerts offer a diverse range of music including
rock, funk, blues, pop, reggae and swing.
The concerts take place on Thursday evenings, from 6 – 8 p.m.
in Veterans Park, located at the corner of Woodmont and Norfolk
Avenues. Call 301-215-6660 or visit www.bethesda.org.
❖ July 14 — 8 Ohms Band (Funk)
❖ July 21 — Invitation (Variety/Dance)

Rockville Concerts in the Square
Rockville offers free concerts in Rockville Town Square Thursday nights from 6 to 8 p.m. The schedule is as follows:
❖ July 14: Gonzo’s Nose, 80’s and 90’s cover band;
❖ July 21: Joker’s Wild, swing;
❖ July 28: Fools & Horses, rock and roll combined with new
British pop;
❖ Aug. 4: Ruthie and the Wranglers, roots rock;
❖ Aug. 11: The West End, folk rock;
❖ Aug. 18: Daryl Davis Band, blues;
❖ Aug. 25: Soulfuldisiac, soul;
Seating is not provided in the square during the concerts, so
visitors should bring their own lawn chairs or blankets.
The concert series is sponsored in part by Federal Realty Investment Trust and Austin Grill. All restaurants will be open during Concert in the Square, including Austin Grill, which will also
feature a beer garden in Town Square.
Visit www.rockvillemd.gov/events
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Photo by Scott Suchman

Toad (Sasha Olinick) remembers a secret entrance to his home and decides to reclaim
Toad Hall. Mole (Christopher Wilson) and Badger (Doug Wilder) watch.
NOW THROUGH AUG. 14
“The Wind in the Willows.” It’s “COPS” for Kids at Imagination Stage. For ages 4 and up. Based on the book by Kenneth
Grahame. Tuesdays thru Fridays at 10:30 a.m.; Additional weekday 1:30 p.m. matinees on July 13, 20, 27 and Aug. 3;
Saturdays and Sundays at 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. Additional 11 a.m. performances on July 9. Special Friday night 7 p.m.
performance on July 8. Tickets are $10 to $22 and may be purchased at www.imaginationstage.org or at 301-280-1660. At
4908 Auburn Ave., Bethesda. Visit www.imaginationstage.org.
Voices of the River: Living on the
Edge. 4 - 7 p.m. Stop by the River
Center for an exhibit featuring the
work of local photographer, Joanne
Miller. Focusing her lens on the
wildlife living on the edge of urban
landscapes, her black and white
photographs portray harmony within
the coexistence of civilization and the
natural world. Visit www.joannemiller.com. Meets at River Center at
Lock 8, 7906 Riverside Drive, Cabin
John. Visit www.potomac.org/site/
river-center-events/index.php.
Tree ID Walk. 2:30 to 4 p.m. Join Laura
Miller on an afternoon walk around
the C&O Canal as she identifies tree
species found in the Potomac River
region. Take this opportunity to learn
more about the Potomac River’s native
flora while taking in the beautiful
Potomac scenery. Meets at River
Center at Lock 8, 7906 Riverside Drive,
Cabin John. Visit www.potomac.org/
site/river-center-events/index.php.
Waltz Dance. 3:30 to 6 p.m. Admission
is $10. With the Honeysuckle Rose
Band. Waltz Workshop from 2:45 to
3:30 p.m.; dancing from 3:30 to 6 p.m.
At the Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call Joan Koury at 202-238-0230
or Glen Echo Park at 301-634-2222, go
to www.WaltzTimeDances.org
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 p.m.
to midnight. Admission is $12. With
the Stacy Brooks Band. Slow blues
lesson from 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing from
9 p.m. to midnight. This event is the
finale of the Red Hot Blues n’ BBQ
Blues Weekend. At the Back Room at
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo. Call Donna Barker at
301.634.2231 or go to
info@CapitalBlues.org or HYPERLINK
http://www.CapitalBlues.org
www.CapitalBlues.org.

and centuries of tradition. At 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda. Call
301-581-5100 or www.strathmore.org.
PJ Story Time. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Come
to Har Shalom for an evening of family
fun! Dress in your PJ’s and bring your
pillow. Hear a bed time story, do a
simple craft & of course, have some
milk and cookies. Open to all. Invite
your friends and neighbors! No fee. At
11510 Falls Road, Potomac. Email
Rabbi Deborah Cohen at HYPERLINK
mailto:rabbicohen@harshalom.org
rabbicohen@harshalom.org
Steven Gellman in Concert. Noon to
2 p.m. At Willow Garden, 7201
Wisconsin Ave., Bethesda.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20

Brian McKnight: Just Me Tour. 8
p.m. Tickets are $28 to $68. Brian
McKnight, R&B frontman turned
acoustic wonder, embarks on his Just
Me Tour with his sons B.J. and Niko
(BRKN RBTS) and his brother Claude
McKnight (Take 6 collaborator). At
the Music Center at Strathmore, 5301

Andes Manta. 7 p.m., Gudelsky Concert
Gazebo. Four brothers comprise Andes
Manta: Fernando, Luis, Bolivar and
Jorge Lopez. These natives of Ecuador
perform true South American music,
drawing on more than 35 instruments

THURSDAY/JULY 21
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to
11:30 p.m. Admission is $8. With DJ
Mike Marcotte and Guests. Slow blues
lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m. Dancing
from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org
Citydance In. The Warrior Princess
of Manipur. 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.,
Strathmore Backyard Theater Stage.
Balinese, Manipuri, and Bollywood
dance come together in a pan-Indian
celebration of life, love and
transformation. At 10701 Rockville
Pike, North Bethesda. Call 301-5815100 or www.strathmore.org.
Summer Concert Series:
Veronneau. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Verroneau is an acoustic, song-based
group playing Latin Jazz, Gypsy Swing.
At the Summer Concert Series in the
Bumper Car Pavilion at Glen Echo
Park. Call 301-634-2222.

FRIDAY/JULY 22

Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Call 301-581-5100 or
www.strathmore.org
Swingin’ the Blues. 9 p.m. to midnight.
Admission is $15. Two dance
workshops from 8 to 9 p.m. — Slow
Blues or West Coast Swing. With the
Jamie Lynch Band. At the Bumper Car
Pavilion, Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.

SUNDAY/JULY 24
Verdi’s “La Traviata.” 4 p.m.
Presented by Opera International.
The opera will be sung in Italian,
fully staged, with orchestra, chorus
and surtitles, with Soprano Jessica
Stecklein, tenor, Yingxi Zhang and
baritone Chen-Ye Yuan. Tickets are
$50; $40; $30; $20. Call 301-3653479. At Strathmore Hall, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, N. Bethesda. Call
301-581-5100.

TUESDAY/JULY 26
Gathering Time. 8 p.m. Tickets are
$18/door; $15/advance. At the
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Rockville, 100 Welsh Park Dr.,
Rockville. Visit www.focusmusic.org.
Contact David Spitzer at
focusrockville@earthlink.net or 301275-7459.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
Oli Brown Band. 7 p.m., Gudelsky
Concert Gazebo. Nineteen year old
guitar phenom Oli Brown, the 2010
British Blues Awards Male Vocalist of
the Year and Young Artist of the
Year. At 10701 Rockville Pike, North
Bethesda. Call 301-581-5100 or
www.strathmore.org.
Family Fun Night. 6:30 – 8 p.m.
Come to Har Shalom for an evening
of family fun and learning. A great
introduction to the religious school.
Open to the community. Invite
friends and neighbors. No fee.
Hebrew fun games and make Hebrew
name necklaces. At 11510 Falls
Road, Potomac. Email Rabbi Deborah
Cohen at HYPERLINK
mailto:rabbicohen@harshalom.org
rabbicohen@harshalom.org.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Fine Arts
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. Glen Echo.

JULY 16 -17
Paintings by Joanie Grosfeld 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
The Yellow Barn Studio, Glen Echo Park’s resident
painting and drawing studio, presents works by
Joanie Grosfeld in the Yellow Barn Gallery. Call
301-371-5593 or visit
www.yellowbarnstudio.com.

LET’S TALK
Real Estate

JULY 23-24
Paintings in the Yellow Barn Gallery 12 p.m. –
5 p.m. The Yellow Barn Studio, Glen Echo Park’s
resident painting and drawing studio, presents
works by a student in the Yellow Barn Gallery.
Call 301-371-5593 or visit
www.yellowbarnstudio.com.

JULY 30-31
JULY 23 AND 24
Modern Vintage. Paintings by Courtney Miller Bellairs
featuring oil and watercolor paintings of 19th and 20th
century, architectural cityscapes and interiors. At the
Yellow Barn Gallery, Glen Echo Park. Artist’s reception
is Saturday/July 23 from 4 to 6 p.m.

Tory Cowles working in Studio 7 at
the Torpedo Factory.
NOW THROUGH AUG. 14
Potomac resident Tory Cowles, the Torpedo
Factory Artist of the Year, will receive her award
from juror Harry Cooper, curator and Head of
Modern and Contemporary Art, National Gallery of
Art, on Thursday, July 14 from 6 – 8 p.m. at the
Target Gallery opening of her solo show, “Living
LARGE”. Contemporary, colorful paintings on a big
scale fill the Target Gallery in the Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria, Va., from July 2 –
Aug. 14. See more of her work in Studio 7, next to
the Target Gallery, or visit www.ToryCowles.com.

JULY 16 TO AUG. 23
“Joy of Color.” Presenting new artists
Tom Hlas and Gina Cochran in E9’s
Summer Exhibit. Also a rare and
permanent collection of well known
Iranian artists (selling artworks at
Christie’s auction house). Opening
reception is Saturday, July 16 from 3
to 7 p.m. RSVP via email at 202-2769419. At E9 Gallery in Potomac. Visit
http://www.tomhlas.com/html/
paintings.html#

NOW THROUGH OCT. 16
Flora Photographica: A Study in
Contrast. Free. Large-format
images by photographers Robert
Llewellyn and Andrea Ottesen. The
two-artist exhibit presents bold, crisp
and colorfully arresting images of
plants juxtaposed to elegant, deeply
detailed and gently provocative
studies in plant form. On display at
the U.S. Botanic Garden
Conservatory’s East Gallery, 100

“Works of heART.” Pastel paintings wild lives,
land escapes, barn and back yard animals by Joyce
Turk. A reception for the artist is Saturday, July
30 from 5 to 7 p.m. At the Yellow Barn Studio,
Glen Echo Park. The gallery is open Saturday and
Sunday, 12-6 p.m. Contact the Yellow Barn
Gallery at 301-371-5593.

Maryland Ave., S.W.,
Washington. Hours are 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Visit
www.usbg.gov.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31

“The Fifth Element:
Stories in Wearable
Art” Exhibition.
Thursdays-Sundays, 12
p.m. - 6 p.m. in the
Popcorn Gallery. The Glen
Echo Park Partnership for
Arts and Culture and
Silverworks present the
exhibition “The Fifth
Element: Stories in Wearable Art,”
the artwork of silversmith Blair
Anderson. Visit
www.silverworksglenechopark.com
or call 301-634-5385.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
“8 Pairs of Eyes.” Free. Featuring
photographers Wendy De Wolfe,
Stephen Gawarecki, Stuart Glickman,
Phil Napala, Rob Rudick, Bert
Shankman, Linda Silvers, and
Michael Tran. At the Dennis and
Phillip Ratner Museum, 10001 Old
Georgetown Road, Bethesda. Call
301-897-1518.

NOW THROUGH JULY 17

JULY 16 AND 17
In Love With Color. Noon to 5 p.m. Recent oil and acrylic landscape paintings by
Joanie Grosfeld. She paints on location, focusing on the poetry, luminosity, color
and rhythm of nature. The public is invited to an opening reception Saturday,
July 16, from 6-8 p.m. At The Yellow Barn Gallery, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call 301-942-3230 or joaniemarion@yahoo.com

“The Circus Show” — A photography
exhibit exploring the wonder, magic
and mystery of the circus. Free. The
show includes works by August
Sander, Lusha Nelson, Bruce
Davidson, Benita Keller, Tom Cheche,
Gayle Rothschild, Frank Van Riper,
Victoria Gewirz, and Frank Herrera.
At Photoworks Gallery at Glen Echo

Tiny Tots
@ 10

by
Michael Matese

Research,
Research,
Research
No matter the price range of the
house you’re buying, research is
critical. You should create your
own personal check list of your
requirements for the home you’ll
be buying, knowing what you absolutely can’t live without, what is
the least important, what doesn’t
really matter.
Know what your ideal location is,
the place you absolutely want to
live. Is it near the water, or just
close to it? Near a place where
you can ski all day long if you
want to and chat with the neighbors or secluded and away from
everything and everyone? If you
know you want a gourmet chef’s
kitchen before you even begin, you
can automatically eliminate those
that don’t before you ever step
foot in a house.
With so much done via the internet today, it has become an
invaluable tool as well. There are
virtual tours for many homes
these days and any Realtor will
tell you that they make a big difference, giving the buyer and the
Realtor the ability to preview a
house before they preview it!
The bottom line is homework and
that you and your Realtor communicate well and often.
For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Long & Foster Realtors

301-806-6829
Mike@michaelmatese.com.

Theater
JULY 15 TO 24
“Annie, The Musical.” Show times are
July 15, 16, 22, 23 at 8 p.m.; July 17,
24 at 2 p.m. Presented by Rockville
Musical theatre. Tickets are available
at 240-314-8690. At the F. Scott
Fitzgerald Theatre, 603 Edmonston
Drive, Rockville.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
“Aquarium.” 10:30 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.
Appropriate for ages 1 to 5; tickets are
$10, with a $5 lap seat for children
under 12 months. At Imagination
Stage’s Christopher and Dana Reeve
Studio Theater, 4908 Auburn Ave.,
Bethesda. Tickets may be purchased
online at www.imaginationstage.org,
at the Imagination Stage box office, or
via phone at 301-280-1660.

NOW THROUGH JULY 17
“The Great Dinosaur Mystery”.
Thursdays and Fridays at 10 a.m. and
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

11:30 a.m., Saturdays and Sundays at
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. The Puppet Co.
presents “The Great Dinosaur
Mystery.” Recommended for PreK –
Grade 4. Running time is 50 minutes.
Tickets $10, group rates available. Call
301-634-5380 or visit:
www.thepuppetco.org.

NOW THROUGH SEPT. 5
“Charlotte’s Web.” Tuesday-Friday,
10:30 a.m.; Saturdays and Sundays, 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. Adventure Theatre
presents “Charlotte’s Web.” E. B.
White’s popular tale of love and
devotion takes theatergoers to
Zuckerman’s Farm, where the
delightful runt pig Wilbur appears
headed for the dinner table — as a
main course, not as a guest! Yet he is
saved by the remarkably crafty spider,
Charlotte, and the whole town begins
talking about it. Some pig! Appropriate
for ages 3 and up. Tickets $15. Call
301-634-2270 or visit:
adventuretheatre.org.

WATCH FOR THESE UPCOMING
SPECIAL EDITIONS
IN THE CONNECTION

Ask about our Summer Specials
JULY 22 TO SEPT. 4
“The Wizard of Oz.” Ticket are $10
adults and children. Presented by the
Puppet Co. Playhouse. Set at the
Kansas State Fair in 1900, live actors
tell a story within a story using a wide
variety of puppet styles, including
masks, tabletop puppets, marionettes
and moving-mouth puppets. Show
times are Thursdays and Fridays at 10
and 11:30 a.m.; Saturdays and
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Call
301-634-5380 or
www.thepuppetco.org.

NOW THROUGH AUG. 3
Tiny Tots @ 10. 10 a.m. “Tiny Tots @

10” is designed for young children
ages 0-4. The program features
master puppeteer Bob Brown. The
lights stay on, the doors stay open,
and everyone has a great time!
Tickets are $5. All individuals must
have a ticket, including babes-inarms. Running time is 30 minutes.
Email: c.piper@thepuppetco.org or
visit www.thepuppetco.org. For
reservations, call 301-634-5380.
❖ July 13 — “Penguins’ Playground”
❖ July 16 — “Dragon Bandwagon”
❖ July 17 — “Teddy Bear’s Picnic”
❖ July 24 — “Baby Bear’s Birthday”
❖ July 27 — “Baby Bear’s Birthday”
❖ July 31 — “Kooky Kreatures”
❖ Aug. 3 — “Old McDonald’s Farm”

For advertising information, call
703-778-9410 or e-mail
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
• A+ Education Learning Fun,
publishes July 20, closes July 14
• Pet Connection, publishes July 27,
closes July 21
• Wellbeing, publishes Aug. 3,
closes July 27
• HomeLifeStyle, publishes Aug. 10,
closes Aug. 4
• A+ Education Learning Fun,
publishes Aug. 17, closes Aug. 11
• Insider’s Edition: Community and
Newcomer’s Guide, publishes
Aug. 24, closes
Aug. 18
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5 Most Expensive Houses to Sell in May
In May 2011, 52 Potomac homes sold
between $2,283,593-$415,000.

1 12628 Greenbriar Road,
Potomac — $2,283,593

2

10617 MacArthur Boulevard, Potomac — $1,875,000

3

10013 Bentcross Drive, Potomac — $1,800,000

1

4
5

3

4 13311 Drews Lane,
Potomac — $1,800,000

5 11504 Front Field Lane,
Potomac — $1,500,000

Address ............................... BR . FB HB ... Postal City ...... Sold Price .... Type ............ Lot AC ........ Subdivision ........ Date Sold

1 12628 GREENBRIAR RD .......... 6 ... 7 ... 2 ...... POTOMAC ....... $2,283,593 .... Detached ......... 2.00 ............... PALATINE ............... 05/31/11
2 10617 MACARTHUR BLVD ...... 6 ... 7 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,875,000 .... Detached ......... 0.58 ...... POTOMAC OUTSIDE ...... 05/12/11
3 10013 BENTCROSS DR ........... 5 ... 6 ... 3 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,800,000 .... Detached ......... 2.10 .......... FALCONHURST .......... 05/06/11
2

4 13311 DREWS LN ................... 7 ... 5 ... 3 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,800,000 .... Detached ......... 0.76 .. MERRY GO ROUND FARM .. 05/18/11
5 11504 FRONT FIELD LN .......... 5 ... 7 ... 2 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,500,000 .... Detached ......... 2.00 ........... PINEY SPRING ........... 05/19/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com
© Google Map data
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Home Life Style
New Life for Split-Level Homes
Renovations can add
charm, personality.

neighborhoods. These neighborhoods were
often built around a school, library, park or
other amenity, and their trees and landscaping are now mature, lending shade and
beauty.
Many perfectly sound splits in these desirable neighborhoods have been torn down
to make way for encroaching
mansionization. But now, with the slower

By Betsy Platt
The Almanac

plit-levels get no respect. The butt
of architect’s jokes for years, they
have come to epitomize suburban
banality. During the height of the
most recent real estate boom, many of these
houses, located in prime neighborhoods,
were torn down to make way for grand
homes that made reference to antique European styles.
But young families with a more modern
sensibility are now seeing the potential of
split-levels with fresh eyes.
Most people don’t realize that the splitlevel was derived from Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Prairie style. Wright championed “organic”
architecture, and designed his Prairie homes
with alternately stacked “half-floors” to
blend well with the natural landscape, and
short runs of steps connecting the public
and private living areas. Many split-level
homes in the area also share the Prairie
home’s low-slung roofline and generous
eaves.
What exactly is a split-level? Large or
small, they all share the characteristic of
having at least three levels. The classic split
generally has its entrance on the middle,
main level, which contains the living room,
dining room and kitchen. Bedrooms are on
the third level and above, and the lower
level generally has a den and garage. Often
there is a basement, stacked below the main
level.
One variant, the split-entry, has the main
entrance between levels, opening onto a
landing with short runs of steps up to the
bedrooms or down to the main level. Another variant has an entry on the lower, informal level, with at least two short runs of

S

Photo courtesy Bell Builders

A split-level renovation with an addition by Bell Builders displays the
generous proportions of a center-hall Colonial.

Before renovation, this split-level
lacked character.

Photos by Greg Burk, courtesy Anthony Wilder Design/Build

steps to reach the main and
bedroom levels.
Because they are so efficient to build — standardized, yet site-adaptable, thousands of split-levels were built
in the U.S. during the years
following World War II, when
there was a soaring demand
for housing.
Potomac is home to hundreds of split-levels, ranging
from enormous four-levels on
an acre or more, in Potomac
Village and near Great Falls,
to the cozier communities
surrounding Churchill High
and Hoover Middle schools.
Most splits were built during
the 1950s and 1960s, often
grouped together to form

The same home, renovated by Anthony Wilder Design/
Build, radiates personality and charm.

economy, a growing sense
of environmental awareness and a fresh appreciation of mid-century modern design, that’s changing.
What makes the split a
good choice today?
According to local
builder Frank Bell, of Bell
Builders, Inc. of Bethesda,
known for his sympathetic approach to renovating and remodeling
splits, they are like “two
houses put together.” This
design makes them a particularly good choice for
blended and multigenera
See New Life, Page
12

Design for How We Live Now
Interior design for real life: pet-friendly, kid-friendly, family-friendly.
By Marilyn Campbell
The Connection

I

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

everything would need to be stain resistant.”
Wiener chose substantial furnishings that
were chic but sensible and able to stand up
to everything from spilled soda to muddy
shoes. Color was one of her secret weapons.
“Color is camouflage, but beige is like
having another child in the house. It needs
protecting and watching,” said Wiener. “Get
out of the beige rut and use color to camouflage spills and stains.”
Wiener suggested a rust-colored sofa and
chaise lounge. “She thought the bold color
would go well with the exposed brick wall,”
See Design, Page 12

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

nterior designer Deborah Wiener isn’t
afraid of a messy house. In fact, she
finds the chaos challenging and says
she tackles it with “the common sense of a
Jewish mother [and] the muscle of a professional wrestler.”
When Judee Schwartzman approached
her to get help decorating her Potomac town
house, Wiener was in her element.
Schwartzman, a divorced mother of two
active sons, wanted new flooring, new furniture and window treatments. She wanted
fashionable but functional furniture that
maximized color without breaking her bud-

get.
“I have two boys who are sloppy and don’t
take care of anything,” said Schwartzman.
Wiener came up with a design plan that
took Schwartzman’s financial needs and
busy household into consideration. Most of
Wiener’s work was done in the family room,
as Schwartzman wanted to create a comfortable but stylish area where her family
could relax.
She included pieces from Slobproof!,
Wiener’s own line of furniture that is made
from a fabric called Crypton. The designer
says it is virtually indestructible and can be
easily wiped cleaned.
“I knew that my boys would be lying all
over the furniture,” said Schwartzman. “So

Judee Schwartzman in Potomac.
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OPEN HOUSES
IN POTOMAC SAT./SUN.,
JULY 16 & 17

207 Chestertown Street, North Potomac 20878
$749,000 • Open Sunday 1-4 P.M. • Elaine Koch &
Associates, Re/Max Metropolitan, 301-840-7320
When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Bethesda (20817)
6515 80th St...............................$1,199,000.......Sun 2-4.............Diana Keeling.........Coldwell Banker.....301-718-0010
6901 Persimmon Tree Rd...............$735,000.......Sun 1-4.........Yasmin Abadian...........Long & Foster.....301-983-0060
7604 Carteret Rd..........................$700,000.......Sun 1-4...........Hilde Dachtera...................Weichert....301-718-4080
6707 Goldsboro Rd......................$675,000.......Sun 1-4..........Jamie Flournoy.............Assist-2-Sell....240-912-7636

North Potomac (20878)
207 Chestertown St.................$749,900...Sun 1-4 ...Elaine Koch & Assoc..RE/MAX Metropolitan....301-840-7320
730 Summer Walk Dr..............$649,900....Sun 1-4...Elaine Koch & Assoc..RE/MAX Metropolitan....301-840-7320
12513 Seurat Ln......................$650,000....Sun 1-4.........Joanna Halbritter..............Long & Foster....301-975-9500
13218 Query Mill Rd.............$1,295,000....Sun 1-3......Theres Kellermann..............Long & Foster....301-365-0037
16211 Hidden Ponds Way....$1,149,000....Sun 1-4............Diane Faulkner.......................Weichert....301-610-6444
10901 Citreon Ct......................$619,000....Sun 1-4.................Michelle Yu..............Long & Foster....301-907-7600
12513 Seurat Ln......................$650,000....Sun 1-4.........Joanna Halbritter..............Long & Foster....301-975-9500

Potomac (20854)
10633 Willowbrook Dr........................$1,599,900.....Sat & Sun 1-4..........Autumn Ambrose...Potomac Heritage Homes......240-453-9444
7919 Ivymount Terr.........................$875,000...Sun 1:30-4:30..............Diann Gotton.................Long & Foster....301-340-2347
11211 River View Dr......................$1,795000............Sun 1-4 ...........Leslie Friedson.................Long & Foster....301-455-4506
9410 Lost Trail Way.........................$439,000.............Sun 1-4...........Leslie Friedson.................Long & Foster....301-455-4506
9721 Beman Woods Way..............$1,998,000.............Sun 2-4.............Nancy Itteilag................Long & Foster ....202-905-7762
11204 Blackhorse Ct........................$789,000.............Sun 1-4....Pam Schiattareggia.................Long & Foster....301-802-7796
8807 Stonehaven Ct.........................$695,000.............Sun 1-4.................Marc Infeld...............Coldwell Banker....301-983-9000
11409 Falls...................................$1,795,000.............Sun 1-4......Norman Domingo.....................XRealtyNET....888-838-9044
8128 Buckspark Ln E.......................$819,900.............Sun 2-4.......Katherine Martin .....................McEnearney....703-537-3334
8807 Stonehaven Ct.........................$695,000.............Sun 1-4.................Marc Infeld...............Coldwell Banker....301-983-9000
11409 Falls...................................$1,795,000.............Sun 1-4......Norman Domingo.....................XRealtyNET....888-838-9044
11116 Korman Dr............................$829,000.............Sun 1-4.................Homi Irani .................Long & Foster....301-996-1695
9704 Holloway Hill Ct....................$1,295,000.............Sun 1-4...........Andy Alderdice...............WC & AN Miller....301-466-5898
9029 Marseille Dr............................$775,000.............Sun 1-4...........Andy Alderdice...............WC & AN Miller....301-466-5898
13215 Lantern Hollow Dr.................$995,000.............Sun 1-4...........Andy Alderdice...............WC & AN Miller....301-466-5898

Rockville (20850, 20852)
15 Monterra Ct..............................$1,199,000............Sun 1-4.....Leslie Friedson......Long & Foster.....301-455-4506
408 Robena Way.................................$749,999............Sun 1-4...Marie-Jessie Bell.......Long & Foster......301-548-9700
5901 Valerian Ln...............................$615,000............Sun 1-4...............Gail Edie......Long & Foster.....301-229-4000
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2202....$534,790...Sat/Sun 11-6...........Bob Lucido................Toll MD.....410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2236....$464,495...Sat/Sun 11-6...........Bob Lucido................Toll MD.....410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2528....$399,620...Sat/Sun 11-6...........Bob Lucido................Toll MD.....410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #22028..$328,720...Sat/Sun 11-6...........Bob Lucido................Toll MD.....410-979-6024
11800 Old Georgetown Rd #1114....$449,690...Sat/Sun 11-6...........Bob Lucido................Toll MD.....410-979-6024
11800 Old Georgetown Rd #1325....$423,995...Sat/Sun 11-6...........Bob Lucido................Toll MD.....410-979-6024

For an Open House Listing Form,
call Deb Funk at 703-778-9444 or e-mail
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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Home Life Style

Design for How We Live Now
From Page 11
said Schwartzman. “We talked a lot about colors
and were able to tie together the colors and patterns in the sofa, chair and even the accent pillows
on the sofa.”
Instead of adding new flooring, Wiener suggested
that Schwartzman cover the existing carpet with a
bold-colored area rug.
Wiener said the goal is to design living spaces that
match the realities of your life.
“I am not your typical designer,” she said. “I am
not there to judge a client’s budget or taste. I am
there to give them advice to make their lives better.”
Wiener’s advice also comes in the form of unconventional design tools such as “Wite-Out” and permanent ink markers.
“Keep ‘Wite-Out’ on hand at all times,” said Wiener.
“It may be obsolete for correcting typos, but it’s a
miracle when it comes to camouflaging dings and
scuff marks wherever you have white trim around
your house — like door frames, baseboard molding
or chair rails. Permanent ink markers can cover a
lot of dings and scratches.”
Melinda Mansfield says that she has one of the
most active households in her Chantilly neighborhood. She and her husband Rob have six-year-old
twins, two dogs and three cats.
“I have a face painting and glitter tattoo business
for children,” said Mansfield. “I am the troop leader
for my daughter’s Girl Scout troop, and my husband
is the leader of our son’s Boy Scout troop. All the
kids in the neighborhood come to my house to play.”
Mansfield says that she likes a lively household,
but not the mess that often comes with the territory.
She wanted to decorate her home to accommodate
the chaos without sacrificing style. “I like really nice
things,” said Mansfield. “I always have. I wanted a
fresh, clean look with good fabrics that will stand
the test of time.”
When Mansfield found interior designer Wiener,
she knew that she’d found a good match. Wiener
started Designing Solutions to specialize “in real
life, pet-friendly, family-friendly design.”
So when Carlene Stephens approached her to get
help decorating her Alexandria home, Wiener was
in her element. Stephens and her husband Gary

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Colorful ottoman and rug in Judee
Schwartzman’s Potomac home.
Sturm live with two Great Danes who have free rein
of the house. She was searching for stylish but durable pieces that would accommodate both her active household and desire for fashionable furniture.
“I was so tired of having messed-up furniture or no
furniture at all,” said Stephens.
Sturm and Stephens had completed a home renovation project and added an open kitchen, dining and
family room space. Wiener came up with a design
for the room that took the couple’s desire for style
and durability into consideration.
“She began with a rug,” said Stephens. “And the
other furniture was chosen around it.”
Wiener designed the room by choosing substantial
furnishings that were chic but sensible and able to
stand up to everything from sharp claws to muddy
paws.
Wiener started with a grey area rug with large circular patterns in shades of blue and yellow, and added
a blue sofa and matching arm chair. She completed
the look with two gray dining chairs and a gray ottoman that also serves as a coffee table.
Stephens said her furniture has already passed one
important test.
“When the furniture arrived my dog had just taken
a drink from his water bowl and was dropping water
on the new sofa. It was like watching Niagara Falls
coming from this Great Dane’s mouth. I wiped it up
quickly with no evidence that [the water] had been
there.”

New Life for Split-Level Homes
From Page 11
tional families and families with
teenagers or nannies. They’re good
choices for seniors, too, without
too many steps to negotiate.
The open floor plan lends itself
well to a modern aesthetic (although a split can be decorated in
any way), yet the short runs of
steps yield separate spaces that are
only a few steps away.
Most split-levels were solidly
built in the 1950s and 1960s; most
feature plaster walls and hardwood floors throughout the home.
Based on an informal survey of
local real estate listings, a splitlevel is often more affordable per
square foot than other architectural styles on comparable lot sizes
and neighborhoods.
What can you do if you’ve fallen
for a split’s easy livability and nice
neighborhood, but don’t care for

the facade?
Updating the look of a split-level
can be very simple. For Cabin John
architect Anthony Wilder, a
“facelift” might include:
COLOR
A split can go from boring to
bodacious with a change of color.
Some have a combination of unpainted red brick with painted siding. Many of them were painted
all in safe, pale neutrals. Painting
the whole house a single color,
with a harmonizing trim color can
kick things up a notch. Take inspiration from the rich, natural colors of the split-level’s popular
cousins, the Prairie, bungalow and
Arts & Crafts-style homes.
TRIM
Those floral wrought iron columns, commonly used in the ‘50s

and ‘60s, can really date the house,
but they can easily be replaced
with simple, square or Craftsman–
style columns that harmonize with
the simple shapes of the house.
The strategic addition of trim
boards and other trim details can
help. Dated outdoor light fixtures
should be replaced.
ENTRY
Many of the original splits lack
a defined entry. Adding a simple
porch or portico in front can dramatically enhance curb appeal,
and make a more welcoming appearance and a smoother and
more convenient transition from
outdoors to indoors. Replacing an
old door with a Craftsman-style
door in natural stained wood or
an interesting contrasting color
gives interest and helps define the
entrance to the home.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Potomac Almanac Sports Editor Jon Roetman
703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
See www.potomacalmanac.com

Sports
Churchill Football
Schedule

Wootton Football
Schedule
The Wootton football team will begin twoa-day practices on Aug. 13 and will open
the regular season at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 2
at home against Whitman. The Patriots will
host Richard Montgomery (Sept. 23),
Walter Johnson (Sept. 30), Watkins Mill
(Oct. 21) and Churchill (Oct. 28) and travel
to face Kennedy (Sept. 9), Damascus (Sept.
16), Blake (Oct. 6), Bethesda-Chevy Chase
(Oct. 14) and Gaithersburg (Nov. 4) during the 2011 regular season.
Eddie Tolliver enters his second season
as head coach after leading the Patriots to
a 2-8 record in 2010.

MCSL Week 4
Results
The Montgomery County Swim League
held week four of dual meet competition
on July 9.

Photo by Harvey Levine/The Almanac

The Churchill football team will begin
two-a-day practices on Aug. 13 and will
open the regular season at 6:30 p.m. on
Sept. 2 at home against Kennedy. The Bulldogs’ 2011 schedule includes home games
against Bethesda-Chevy Chase
(Sept. 16), Gaithersburg (Sept.
Sports 30), Walter Johnson (Oct. 14)
Briefs and Sherwood (Nov. 4).
Churchill will travel to face
Whitman (Sept. 9), Seneca Valley (Sept. 23), Northwest (Oct. 6),
Springbrook (Oct. 21) and Wootton (Oct.
28).
Head coach Joe Allen enters his third season with Churchill, compiling a 12-8 record
during his first two years with the Bulldogs.

Churchill head football coach Joe
Allen, seen last season, and the
Bulldogs will begin two-a-day
practices for the 2011 season on
Aug. 13.
Division A: Bethesda defeated Stonegate,
425.5-365.5. Division B: Potomac Glen beat
Woodley Gardens, 417-374, Potomac
Woods defeated Quince Orchard 412-379
and Westleigh knocked off Manchester
Farm, 416.5-375.5.
Division C: Darnestown beat River Falls,
469-323 and Flower Valley bested Potomac,
432-359. Division D: Old Georgetown beat
Merrimack Park, 461.5-329.5, Tallyho beat
Connecticut Belair, 414-378, and Hallowell
defeated Mohican, 454-338.
Division E: Country Glen beat Franklin
Knolls, 444-347. Division F: Bannockburn
beat Daleview, 411-381. Division G: King
Farm beat Regency Estates, 404.5-384.5,
and Wildwood Manor bested Olney Mill,
427-365.

Division H: Northwest Branch edged
Little Falls, 398.5-393.5, and Lakelands
beat Seven Locks, 441-339. Division I:
Inverness Forest beat North Chevy Chase,
422-367, and Plantations edged Rockshire,
395-393.
Division J: Whetstone beat Carderock
Springs, 434-353, and Eldwick beat
Calverton, 398-384.
Division K: Old Farm defeated Manor
Woods, 401-390. Division L: Montgomery
Square beat Wheaton Woods, 419-372. Division M: Fallsmead defeated Long Branch,
398-379. Division N: West Hillandale beat
Twinbrook, 415-359, Kemp Mill defeated
New Mark Commons, 400-365, and Diamond Farm bested East Gate, 431-348.
Westleigh sits atop Division B with a 4-0
record, while Country Glen leads Division
E. Inverness Forest’s four wins are best in
Division I and Old Farm is in first place in
Division K.

Big Train in
First Place
The Bethesda Big Train sat atop the Cal
Ripken Collegiate Baseball League standings with a 25-7 record at the All-Star break,
3.5 games ahead of Youse’s Orioles. The Cal
Ripken all-stars defeated the Valley League
all-starts, 6-3, in the all-star game on July
11.

Rugby Practices
Throughout July, Maryland Exiles Summer Youth Rugby are holding open practices for all children interested in learning
how to play rugby. Experience is not required to join the team, just an interest in
the sport of rugby and a desire to be a part
of the Maryland Exiles teams.
Practices are on Tuesdays and Thursdays
for players ages 6-11 at 7 p.m. at
Timberlawn Park in Rockville. Practices for

children ages 12-17 are on Wednesdays,
also at 7 p.m. at Timberlawn Park. To get
to Timberlawn, turn west from Rockville
Pike on Tuckerman Lane and then turn right
on Gloxinia. The park is on the left. Anyone with questions can email Rob Skalka at
robertskalka@aol.com.

Fall Tryouts
Fall tryouts for Churchill, Whitman and
Wootton sports begin Saturday, Aug. 13.

Eighth Annual
Bulldog Golf Classic
The Eighth Annual Bulldog Golf Classic,
an event organized by the Winston Churchill
High School Athletic Booster Club, will be
held Aug. 10 at Whiskey Creek Golf Club at
4804 Whiskey Court in Ijamsville. The event
is open to the community.

American Legion
Baseball Players
Wanted
The Montgomery College Rockville baseball team is looking for American Legion or
showcase-quality players for the fall 2011
and spring 2012 seasons. The Rockville
Express of the Cal Ripken League plays their
home games at MC Rockville. Contact
Coach Rick Price at 240-447-6948 for more
information.

Sports Updates
On Twitter
Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on
Twitter at @jonroetman for sports updates
around Montgomery County and Northern
Virginia.

School Notes
To have an item listed mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the
following week’s paper. Call 703-7789412.
The following students were
among 1,295 students graduating
from the University of Mary Washington on May 7:
❖ Sarah O. Staunton, a resident of Potomac, graduated with a
B.A. degree in international affairs.
❖ Victoria M. Yale, a resident of
Potomac, graduated with a B.A. degree in history.
These Montgomery County Public
Schools students have received National Merit Scholarships in the latest
round of awards, sponsored by universities and colleges. The winners
and the sponsoring university or college are:
❖ James C. Lee, Winston
Churchill High School; University of
Maryland;
❖ Seth M. Margolis, Thomas S.
Wootton High School; Washington
University (Missouri);
❖ Hannah M. Roop, Winston
Churchill High School; Wheaton College;
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

❖ Adam M. Schefkind, Walt
Whitman High School; Washington University (Missouri);
❖ Marshall Thompson, Walt
Whitman High School; Wheaton College;
❖ Eric M. Woodard, Thomas S.
Wootton High School; Vanderbilt University.
Bertan Unal, a resident of Potomac,
received a bachelor’s degree in health
policy and management from Providence College on May 15.
Anna Goodman, a recent graduate
of The College of Wooster where she
majored in anthropology, has been inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, the liberal
arts honor society. A resident of
Potomac, Goodman is a graduate of
Winston Churchill High School.
Cadet Ian Todd Alexander of
Potomac graduated May 7, 2011, from
The Citadel, The Military College of
South Carolina. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul F. Alexander; he earned a B.S.
in business administration.
The following local students were
awarded Dean’s List academic honors
for the Spring 2011 semester at St.

Mary’s College of Maryland:
❖ Jared Borns of Potomac;
❖ Michelle Livshin of Potomac;
❖ Erin O’Connor of Potomac;
❖ Amelia Ettinger of North
Potomac;
❖ Taren Parsons of North
Potomac.
Mary Beckler of Potomac graduated with a degree in psychology from
Trinity College in Hartford, Conn., on
May 22.
Jennifer Holstein, a high school
student in Potomac, has been awarded
one of 650 National Security Language
Initiative for Youth Scholarships (NSLIY) for 2011-2012. NSLI-Y is funded by
the U.S. Department of State and provides merit-based scholarships for
eligible high school students to learn
less commonly-taught languages in
summer, semester and academic year
overseas immersion programs. The
scholarship enables Jennifer to study
Chinese in China for the summer.
Christopher Lopez Nolan of
Potomac was awarded a bachelor of
science degree in electrical and computer engineering at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute on May 14.

Several students graduated from Rice
University May 14.
❖ Timothy Drayna of Potomac
graduated with a Master of Chemical
Engineering degree in Chemical Engineering.
❖ Molly Bryan of North
Potomac graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Cognitive Sciences.
Skidmore College celebrated the
achievements of the Class of 2011 at the
college’s 100th Commencement exercises held Saturday, May 21, at the
Saratoga Performing Arts Center.
❖ Margaret Relle of Potomac received a BA degree Cum Laude.
❖ Jietack Park of North
Potomac received a BS degree .
Gloria Chibueze-Azinge, and
Jesse Cunningham residents of
Salisbury, Md., recently participated in
Salisbury University’s community service project, “The Big Event.” During the
project, hundreds of SU students helped
University neighbors with household
chores such as raking leaves, cleaning
attics and painting.
Chibueze-Azinge, a junior majoring in international studies and political
science, is a 2009 graduate of Northwest

High School in Germantown, Md.
She is also a member of Student Government Association, the African
Student Association and Campus
Crusade for Christ and is a Dean’s
List student.
Artemis Giorjia Apostolaros
of Potomac has been named to the
spring semester dean’s list at Radford
University. Apostolaros, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Anthony Apostolaros of
8815 Maxwell Dr., is a senior nutrition and dietetics major.
Rebecca Stevens of Potomac
graduated from Bowdoin College,
majoring in biology and minoring in
art history on May 28.
Anna Goodman, a graduate of
Winston Churchill High School, received a bachelor of arts degree from
The College of Wooster during commencement exercises on May 16.
While at Wooster, Goodman won the
2009 study-abroad photo contest.
She was also a recipient of a College
Scholar Award, and was named to
the Dean’s List. An anthropology
major who graduated magna cum
laude, Goodman is a resident of
Potomac.
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301-983-1900
Zone 5 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday 11 a.m.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

There are people I know, with whom I
interact irregularly, who I would characterize
as more than acquaintances but less than
friends, who know I’ve been diagnosed with
cancer but who, for a million different and
acceptable reasons are not exactly current
with my most-up-to-date health circumstances. These are people who fall just outside
my social circle but who might fall within that
hypothetical concentric circle where the interaction and intersection with my ongoing activities is somewhere between random and likely,
depending on varying time intervals. These
intervals are months at a time (give or take)
and might include health care professionals,
local and/or business people I see routinely
but not predictably, out-of-town friends, former co-workers, as but a few examples.
People who you don’t contact, necessarily,
and who don’t contact you, unless by happenstance, sort of.
Then you see/talk to them and converse as
normally as the depth of your relationship/
association warrants (I do, anyway). But the
elephant in the room, the fact that yours truly
has stage IV lung cancer, eventually rears its
ugly head. Typically I try to make light of it, say
I’m doing fine (which I am, miraculously, comparatively), and segue into some less Kennywith-cancer-centric topic. All of which is generally no problem, and after 28 months of it
(post diagnosis) fairly normal – for me, in my
accepted scheme of things.
My thought about these kinds of exchanges
has to do with the other party though, not me
(mostly). I wonder about the substance of the
conversation we’re having at that moment, but
also whether this person is thinking about how
much time has passed since our last interaction and likewise wondering if, having not
heard from me/seen me for sooner, perhaps I
had succumbed (died is so final) to my disease. I mean, it’s reasonable to think that, not
having heard from a terminal cancer patient
for a few months might not exactly be a
benign set of said-happenstance. Silence may
be golden, but in this circumstance, it might
be permanent. And the nature of our geometric relationship might delay the communication of certain facts.
Obviously it’s not something I worry about
– too much, but given my rather introspective
obsession with my cancer-affected life, it’s
practically impossible to not focus, more-thanoccasionally on the myriad levels of cancer’s
insidious hold on my (not over me though) life
and its effect on others as well. At least that’s
my working explanation.
Nevertheless, 28 months into an original
“13-month-to-two-year” prognosis, I am able
to live with, and balance my ongoing obsessions. However since my brain is still working
reasonably well (comments from the peanut
gallery welcomed), it sort of has a mind of its
own and sometimes takes me places I had not
intended or anticipated. What brought this
column out is an appointment I made recently
to get my hair cut with my regular hairstylist, a
lady with whom I have minimal – make that
zero – contact between my every-threemonth’s haircut. I wondered, since she knows
the seriousness of my underlying problem, if
not having heard from me in 11 weeks,
approximately, is worrisome for her, as in
whether I’m still alive. I’ll have to ask her. Her
answer will probably generate another
column.
I know what I think, but I do wonder what
others might be thinking, and who needs to
know what – and when.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

N E W S PA P E R S

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

EDUCATION TRAINING

Pharmacy Technician Trainees
Needed Now!
Pharmacies now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-877-240-4524
CTO SCHEV

MED BILL & CODING
Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!
Dental Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4...........................Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Zone 5 Ad Deadline:
Monday Noon
CONTRACTORS.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions

LANDSCAPING

GARDENER

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!

potomacalmanac.com

LANDSCAPING

BUSINESS OPP

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to

Home & Garden

CLA

D
E
I
SSIF

Energetic gardener,
Speaks French & English.
Fall Cleanup, weeding, planting, edging,
mulching, maintenance.
Excellent Potomac references.

301-980-8258
Hand and Hand
Handyman

For Local…
•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

301-983-1900

Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial
Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry
Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning
Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios
HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

M
ITIONS
PRINT ED

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

Zone 5:
• Potomac

Classified

301-983-1900
Zone 5 Ad Deadline:
Monday Noon

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

SPORTS FREELANCER OPPORTUNITY
For All
The Potomac Almanac is looking for one or two writers
to cover one or two high schools sports events a week.
Your
Write interesting sports and recreation feature stories
well. On-the-beat training, nominal pay per story.
send resume, statement of interest,
Advertising asPlease
internship@connectionnewspapers.com.
Needs… COMMUNITY NEWS FREELANCE OPPORTUNITY
The Potomac Almanac is looking for one or two writers
write one or two news stories a week. On-the-beat
It Works. totraining,
nominal pay per story. Please send resume,
note outlining interest to Mary Kimm,
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com.
Week
After Week.
703
INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE
917-6400 SUMMER ONLINE
INTERNS
Educational internships available for enthusiastic college students to join our new website launch team. This
Place
is an exciting opportunity to help develop content and
Your
sections for our new website, due to launch in late
spring. Throughout the summer, we’ll be adding specifAd
ics to our entertainment and events sections, creating
projects and content, and exploring new media.
Today! special
Internships are unpaid, but offer an unusual chance to
to your community

work with award-winning editors while developing firstrate online presence. Summer internships require a
commitment of at least six weeks, 16-40 hours a week.
Please e-mail a statement of
interest and a resume to intern
ship@connectionnewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
For Autism Research
Helping to raise a record-high of over
$250,000 with more than 2,100
registrants, BOWA (www.bowa.com),
a home transformation company
specializing in the design and construction of large-scale additions and
renovations, once again served as
the presenting sponsor for the 11th
Annual Autism Speaks 5K Run and
One-Mile Walk on July 4 in Potomac.
Steve Kirstein, BOWA principal and
sponsorship chair for the event, led
the Richie’s Racers Team for BOWA in
honor of his son Richie who is autistic. With 29 local runners, the team
was the top fundraiser, raising over
$41,000. In addition, in its third
year, the “Run Anywhere” initiative
allowed numerous competitive runners and families to participate in
the race, including Richie’s Racers
team in Bethany Beach, Del.

Be Part
of The
Pet
Connection
in July
Send
Your
Photos
& Stories
Now to
almanac@
connection
newspapers.com
Be sure to include your
name, address and
phone number, and
identify all people and
pets in photos.
Submission deadline
is July 22.

New Exhibit at Gallery
From Page 7
colors. “My father was an artist too and
was very good at it. I was a fortunate person to have grandparents that lived on a
farm. I grew up in Virginia and went to the
farm where I was outside a lot with the livestock. I like getting outside to paint. It is so
tranquil outside by myself.
“The second part of my show are
sketches of great blues players like Muddy
Waters, B.B. King and T-Bone Walker. I just
formed my own blues band and play harmonica. Most of my work is small and
pretty straightforward of what I am looking at. I use broad strokes with the brush
in a fluid fashion, not real tight. I like to
use acrylic and do mainly plein air artwork
[painting outside]. I like the setting in the
middle of the day when the light is the
most stable. I hope people see the serenity
and tranquilly in my work and they like
what I responded to when I was painting.
I doesn’t matter where you turn your head.
There is always something to see,”
Dell’Aria said.
The exhibit will also feature a collection
by Dr. Howard Smith of hand crafted model
ships, including historic reproductions, Chinese junks and Skipjacks.
These artists will be the featured at The

Art Gallery of Potomac from July 14-Aug.
28, 2011. Gallery hours are Thursday-Sunday, 12-4. The gallery is located at 10107
River Road in Potomac. Phone 240-4479417. An opening reception will be held on
July 16 from 6-8 pm. For more information
see www.potomacartists.org.

Gold Medals for Ben Ertman
From Page 3
shooting rage, weight rooms, gyms and
the sports medicine building. Ben and
his mom also enjoyed the Garden of the
Gods in Colorado Springs.
Another highlight was meeting 2012
Olympic hopefuls for the U.S. National
Paralympic teams.
These athletes are hoping to make it

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Photo by Colleen Healy/TheAlmanac

Artist Anne Martinez with her
painting of a cat.

to London in 2012 or to Rio in 2016.
Ben’s goals are to swim well in local
meets, to compete in another
Paralympic meet, to keep earning good
grades, participate in Churchill’s theater
productions and continue to work at St.
Francis Episcopal Church on Sundays
— and maybe aim for the Paralympics
in 2016.

Obituary

Doris Greeson
Riley
Doris Greeson Riley, 89, a Silver Life
Master bridge player who competed
in local, regional and national competitions, died July 8, 2011 at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda after a heart
attack.
Mrs. Riley was born in Cedartown,
Ga., and was a graduate of Auburn
University in Ala. During World War
II she served in the office of the chief
of the Naval Bureau of Medicine in
Washington, D.C. Following World
War II, she married Brooks O’Hara,
manager of the Chickamauga Dam on
the Tennessee River. The couple lived
in Chattanooga throughout their lives
together.
In 2002 she married C. Frank Riley,
Jr., a 50-year resident of Potomac,
where they lived.
Mrs. Riley was a founder and past
president of the Bridge Center in Chattanooga, an official unit of the American Contract Bridge League. She was
a shrewd and intuitive financial investor. Her memberships included the
Congressional Country Club in
Bethesda.
Survivors include her husband, a
stepdaughter Janet Riley of Potomac,
a stepson Thomas Riley of Jacksonville, Fla., nephew Richard Greeson of
Trion, Ga., nieces Nan Greeson of
Trion and Gray Fletcher of Chattanooga, and step grandchildren Nicole,
Philip and Catarina Riley.
A memorial service was held at Our
Lady of Mercy Chapel on July 12.
Burial was in St. Gabriel’s Cemetery
in Potomac.
Memorial contributions may be
made to SOME (So Others May Eat),
71 O Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20001.
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