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Governor Signs
‘Ashley’s Law’
Mother of crash victim sees end
of three-year battle for legislation.
By Gerald A. Fill
The Gazette

ov. Robert McDonnell
came to Sherwood Hall
Regional Library Tuesday to ceremonially sign “Ashley’s
Law.” The emergency vehicle law
was enacted to prevent automobile fatalities similar to the one
that killed Ashley McIntosh.
In February 2008, on a rainy, icy,
and busy rush hour on Route 1,
McIntosh was on her way home
after leaving the Hybla Valley
shopping center. The intersection
light was green and she drove into

G

the intersection at Boswell Avenue
and Route 1. But before she could
safely travel through the intersection, she was hit by a police officer
in a cruiser who went through the
light without her siren on while
responding to an emergency call.
McIntosh, a 33-year-old teaching
assistant who was engaged to be
married, was less than a mile from
the home she was raised in. She
died from injuries sustained by the
crash.
The fatal accident set in motion
a series of actions by her family to
determine the circumstances and
See Officials, Page 6

Widening Route 1
Federal Highway Administration is
studying the best way to use
$150 million appropriation.
By Michael Lee Pope

Canines team up with officers.
By Deb Cobb
The Gazette

very day in Fairfax County, dozens of
specially trained dogs are on the job,
using their noses and in some cases their
teeth to keep Fairfax County safe.
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“We’re looking for a dog that works as hard on
his last hour of work as his first,” said Michael
Szubinski, course development instructor at the
Customs and Border Protection Canine Training
Center in Front Royal, on June 22, as he explains
the puppy selection that is underway on this day
See Partners, Page 3
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Partners, Not Pets

arly next year, the Federal
Highway Administration
will release a study that
could have major consequences
for traffic-clogged Richmond
Highway. At issue is the best way
to spend $150 million set aside by
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) when
Democrats were still in control of
the House of Representatives. The
appropriation is tied to improving
transportation infrastructure near
the new Fort Belvior Community
Hospital, which is significantly
larger than the existing Dewitt
Army Community Hospital.
“The situation is intolerable,”

said Moran. “And this money will
relieve that congestion.”
Widening Richmond Highway
has been an elusive goal for decades, one that has vexed motorists stuck in traffic as congestion
grows worse each year. Now that
the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission has cleared the way
for a much larger hospital at Fort
Belvior, Moran was able to work
with U.S. Rep. Chris Van Hollen
(D-Md.) to secure $300 million to
improve transportation infrastructure near hospitals. In anticipation
of acquiring the funding, Fairfax
County approached the Federal
Highway Administration about
conducting an environmental
See How To Spend, Page 6
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Keegan, Fairfax County’s Accelerant Detection Dog, is paired with handler Terry
Hall, an investigator out of the Fire Marshal’s Office.
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Partners, Not Pets: Working Dogs in Fairfax County

As the wind wafts, Keegan picks up
the scent of a flammable liquid.
Investigator Terry Hall had placed
a hint of an accelerant onto a
needle that he touched in a crack
in the parking lot of the Fairfax
County Fire Academy on July 21.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

the CBP and begins training.

Fairfax County
Police Bloodhound Shnoz
just received a
valor medal for
tracking and
finding a
woman who had
been missing in
the woods of
Mason Neck
State Park for
two days. Shnoz
is called on to
track when the
scent trail might
be hour or — in
the case of the
woman in
Mason Neck
State Park —
days old. Besides finding
missing people,
he also tracks
suspects. His
handler, Fairfax
County K9
Officer Peeter
Masood, also
has a patrol
dog, Chewi. His
vehicle is outfitted to accommodate both dogs.

THESE WORKING DOGS TEAMS are
trained in a variety of specialties — narcotics detection, explosives detection, accelerant detection, tracking, bedbug detection,
termite detection, and contraband agriculture product detection. The dogs received
extensive scent training — generally speaking, they were exposed to desired scents and
trained to respond certain ways when they
smelled them — a passive response like
pointing the nose at the source of the scent
or an aggressive response like scratching at
the scent. When dogs successfully find the
scent, they are rewarded with praise and
either their toy and a game with their handler or some kibble — their food. Whether
the dogs were play or food rewarded depended on their occupations, breeds and,
to some degree the choices of the organizations that trained them. The unifying factor among all of these dogs was that they
work with singular focus to get their reward.
“You train, train, train, train, 10-hour days
of training every other Monday, 20 hours a
month,” said Officer Damien Austin of the
Herndon Police department. His partner is
Smokey, a bi-colored German shepherd.
They have been on the street since January
2009. Austin says he became a police officer so that he could work with a police
dog. Austin and Smokey trained with the
Fairfax County Police Canine Unit, and regularly train with Fairfax County K9 teams.
“The calls we go on are usually the worst
of the worst — you have to have courage.
We go into dark places, we have to trust
the dog,“ said Austin.

Keegan is the Fairfax County Fire
Marshal’s newest accelerant detection dog.
He is the fourth such dog the county has
had, in the longest running program of its
kind in Virginia.
“My training exercise starts at 4 a.m. and
goes through a 24-hour day,” said Investigator Terry Hall, Keegan’s handler. Keegan
is food-rewarded, which means every time
he finds a scent he’s trained on — one of
21 ignitable liquids (products that contain
hydrocarbons) — he gets a food reward. It
also means that Hall must schedule training exercises at least twice a day for 15-20
minutes, so that Keegan gets his two cups
of food.
“Through the month. fire debris from accidental fires of all characteristics that are
negative for liquid accelerants is collected.
All different articles: clothing, shoes, things
from the Salvation Army that they can’t use,
is what I use to train Keegan every day,”
Hall said.
He sets out 20 items, burned down to 20
percent, and then adds a pin drop of a partially evaporated solution of a liquid accelerant.
Fire investigators use a number of investigative techniques to determine the cause
of fires in Fairfax County. When a structure
has been destroyed, and there are no physical indicators of the nature of the fire left
— such as burn patterns — Keegan can find
chemical residues under heaps of ash and
debris. He alerts when he finds the odor of
an ignitable liquid.
On the scene, Keegan pinpoints where to

“This dog has such a play drive
he’d chase and fetch the ball until
the sun set,” said Fairfax County
Detective DJ Kline of his CBPtrained narcotics dog Stuart. The
9-year-old Lab and his handler
Kline work in the Organized Crime
and Narcotics Division of the
Fairfax County Police Department.

Photos by Deb Cobb/The Gazette

From Page 1
at the facility. Over the course of five
hours, instructors will run 6 to 8 one-yearold dogs brought by breeders contracted
with CBP through a series of tests to see if
the dogs have the aptitude to become narcotics detection dogs.
The instructors are playing a basic game
of fetch with these dogs — they have several “toys” of different materials, rubber,
wood, aluminum, all about 12” long. First,
they bring the leashed dog into a fenced-in
area, talk to it, try and get it excited about
the toy, and then they toss the toy into tall
grass. They let the dog see where the toy
lands, and then release the dog’s leash and
let it seek the toy. Each throw, they make
the game a little more challenging, not letting the dog see where it lands, and maybe
adding some distractions. What are the instructors looking for? How does the dog
search; does the dog use its eyes or its nose
to search; does the tall grass or other environmental factors bother or distract the dog;
how long does it take the dog to find the
toy; does the dog maintain interest in the
game; what is the dog’s level of confidence
in this new environment and situation?
If the dog passes these initial tests, more
follow. Instructors will throw a toy past a
bowl of water and then past dog food and
see if the dog stays focused on the toy. If
the dog passes these tests, there are environmental tests they’ll do, conveyor belts,
cars with running engines, wet cement
floors — all tests to see if the dog has the
interest in the game despite environmental
changes — said Szubinski “that translates
into the dog’s ability to stay focused on the
job.” They’ll crowd the dog and see how he
reacts; they’ll shoot blanks out of a gun and
open an umbrella to see how the dog reacts, to weed out aggressive dogs.
If the dog passes all of the preliminary
tests and health review, it is purchased by

collect the evidence so the lab can identify
the accelerants. The investigators may see
burn patterns that indicate flammable liquids but because of the nature of fire, it is
very labor and resource-intensive to collect
and process samples from a fire scene to
locate the residual accelerant. Keegan can
pinpoint it in moments, reducing the time
it takes to collect evidence. If Keegan doesn’t
find anything, it makes investigators more
comfortable ruling out incendiary liquids as
the cause of the fire.
IN 2010, the Fairfax County Police Department had 13 Patrol K-9 teams on active status. They were called to service 3,549 times.
Of those calls, the dogs were deployed on
1,473 calls; 450 of those were “tracks” when
the dog team was sent to look for someone
or something thing — like a cast off article
relating to a crime; 246 were searches for
people; 605 drug searches were conducted;
60 were tactical deployments, when K9
teams were deployed with SWAT teams all
of which resulted in 140 felony charges
being placed and 185 misdemeanor charges
being placed.
“They provide an added layer of safety
because dogs can quickly locate a perp and
take away his advantage — they take away
the ambush advantage,” said Lieutenant
Shawn Martin, a Fairfax County K9 officer
and supervisor of the Canine Unit. “A dog
is also a force multiplier. A dog will clear
and search faster and more effectively. Dogs
are more efficient, particularly when clear
See Canines Team Up, Page 5
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The Curcio’s dog Canada.

Scout rests in the shade at
Riverside Park with Jack
and Cole Noce.

Caily Stidham
introduces her
new pet Snowy.

Shayna Ellis

Virginia Hodgkinson, president of
Mount Vernon At Home, with
Whitney.

Here is Teddy, a 6-year-old Shih Tzu, with
his mom Suzanne Jacoby of Mount
Vernon. They are all dressed up for the
Old Town Alexandria St. Patrick’s Day
parade. They walk close to one side of
the street as the children and some
grownups like to pet him — and he
happily obliges.

Milo Ellis collects
his zebra before
going out.

Marley, Max and
Roxy (Chihuahua,
9 years old) are
enjoying the
weather at the
Potomac River in
March 2011.
— Marley Kimmel

Darlene Snyder’s cat
Soldier Boy gets a
closer look at what is
in the refrigerator.

Golden Retriever
Maggie, age 8, and cat
Moby, 8 months, lying
perfectly Ying-Yang
fashion in the kitchen
of the Fontanellas of
Stirrup Lane in Alexandria. Perfect harmony!
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Canines Team Up with Officers

WHAT IS THE HANDLER’S role? “You’ve got to
know how to walk and chew gum at the same time,”
joked Officer Jennifer Jones, of the skills a canine
handler must have. She is a CBP agriculture detection dog handler at Dulles Airport — once known as
the Beagle Brigade. She and her partner Hudson inspect incoming international passengers at Dulles to
ensure that fruits, plans and meats do not enter the
United States, bringing harmful animal, pests, or
plant diseases.
She watches him work, looks for alerts, making
sure he doesn’t eat things off the floor, watches passengers, and ensures that he remains safe in the busy
airport environment.
“It is important to understand his viewpoint. The
dogs will work until they fall down, so you have to
see whether he’s hot, tired, sleepy. He’s not just a
tool. For me, I have a job to do. For him, it’s his life,”
she said.
A handler needs to be empathetic, patient, enthusiastic — “You have to be a partner,” said Jones. And,
working with a beagle, you must have a sense of
humor.

Photo by Deb Cobb/The Gazette

From Page 3
ing buildings, tracking individuals and doing narcotics searches.”
Martin received a Silver Medal of Valor and Nero
received a Meritorious Award in 2008 after they subdued an armed and violent man who had stolen and
crashed a Prince William County police cruiser. What
is the best part of being a K9 handler? “The biggest
reward is finding the bad guy — we have made arrests that never would have happened without dogs.”

On June 3, as international passengers are
traveling through Customs at Dulles Airport, Hudson, an agriculture detector dog
with the Customs and Border Protection
and his handler, Officer Jennifer Jones,
inspect luggage to make sure they are not
bringing fruits, vegetables or meats into
the country from abroad.
Jones and Hudson work during the peak times that
international passengers arrive at Dulles. He alerts
around 20 times a day and his accuracy is about 90
percent. Every time he alerts, he gets some kibble.
How do passengers react when he alerts to their
bags? “You never know what the trigger will be or
who will get upset,” said Jones.
Beagles are ideally suited for this work, Jones said.
They are friendly, cute, they have the drive and the
ability to deal with the chaos of the airport, they are
perfect of this job and there are always an abundance
of them to be adopted and trained for the work.

The Best in Family Dining
The Royal Restaurant
offers the best of the best
in catering & event
locations in Old Town
Alexandria & surrounding
communities.

Food
fit for a king
on a family budget

A n Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com
Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Choose from a large array
of delicious foods for all
occasions - birthdays,
weddings, business
meetings & other
gatherings. The Royal has
something delicious for
every event.
Beautiful banquet rooms
in Old Town & other
locations include adjacent
parking.

Reserve Now for
This Year's
Holiday Parties
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Officials Praise Crash Victim’s Mother for Persistence
Ashley’s Law
Ashley’s Law (SB 762) requires operators of
emergency vehicles proceeding through a traffic intersection to flash emergency lights and either
sound a siren or horn, or yield the right-of-way,
before proceeding. The law is named in honor of
Ashley McIntosh, who was killed in 2008 when her
vehicle was struck by a police cruiser as it went
through an intersection on Route 1 when the light
was red.

Photo by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

From Page 1
liability of the police officer who was driving the cruiser. Initially, a District Court
Judge ruled against the Commonwealth
Attorney’s charge that the police officer was
driving recklessly.
Undeterred, the family filed a civil suit
against the police officer alleging gross negligence, and not entitled to sovereign immunity. In a bench trial a Fairfax Judge
agreed with the McIntosh suit, and ruled
the police officer was not entitled to sovereign immunity because of her negligence
in failing to adhere to Fairfax County police regulations required of all county police officers responding to an emergency
call. Fairfax County eventually settled in
favor of the McIntosh family for $1.5 million instead of going to trial on the negligence ruling in behalf of the police officer.
Cindy McIntosh-Colasanto was determined that the tragedy that took her
daughter’s life would be turned into something positive.
While fighting the legal battle locally, she
embarked on a three-year effort to enact a
Virginia State law designed to establish new
State emergency response procedures to
prevent future auto accidents such as the
one that killed her daughter. Along the way
she collected thousands of petition signatures of people who joined her in the fight
to change Virginia law.
The Fairfax County police union and other
police organizations initially objected to her
proposal on the basis that more specific

Cindy McIntosh-Colasanto, Del. David Albo, Gov. Robert McDonnell and
state Sen. Toddy Puller.
emergency response procedures would
hamper police effectiveness. McIntoshColasanto pointed out that 23 states had
already enacted similar laws. Despite the
opposition, she convinced a variety of individual local and state officials and the State
Crime Commission of the importance of
changes in the law. “Ashley’s Law” was
passed by the General Assembly this past

session.
McDonnell, commenting on the odyssey
of the legislation and the effort of McIntosh-Colasanto, said, “The history of this
legislation is representative of the
Jeffersonian principle of our democracy that
our government must be responsive to the
will of the people … and in this case we
listened to and responded to the views of a

single citizen who ultimately prevailed in
changing the laws of the Commonwealth
which will save lives. This law strikes the
right balance between concern for citizen
safety and police flexibility.”
Del. David Albo remarked that McIntoshColasanto represents the best example of
how a single dedicated citizen who wants
to get something done can accomplish it.
McIntosh-Colasanto thanked friends, family and the many people in attendance who
supported her legal and legislative efforts
over the past several years. She highlighted
for special mention the sustained support
of state Sen. Toddy Puller, Albo, former
Superintendent of State Police W. Gerald
Massengale and Mark Hubbard and Tyler
Bishop of McGuire-Woods Consulting,
among others.
In her closing remarks at the signing ceremony, McIntosh-Colasanto said, “I did this
for John [Ashley’s father] and for myself
and family, but most importantly I did it for
Ashley’s memory, and to prevent future accidents of this type that took the life of my
daughter.”

How To Spend $150 Million on Richmond Highway?
From Page 1
analysis before the money
was even appropriated.
“You can’t do improvements
until you have the money,”
said Jack Van Dot, analyst with
the Federal Highway Administration. “But you can’t get
the money until you do the
study.”
THE AREA UNDER consideration in the study is limited
to the part of Richmond Highway from Mount Vernon Highway to Telegraph Road. Fairfax County Supervisor Gerry Hyland (D-Mount Vernon)
was pushing for a fly-over ramp that would
allow motorists access from
Fairfax Parkway into Fort
Belvoir near Tulley Gate, although county officials rejected that as too expensive.
Issues currently under consideration include everything
from where to put bike paths
to whether or not the transit
lane should share the road
with vehicles.
“This part of Richmond Highway is really
constrained,” said Mark Canale, chief of the
BRAC division. “Right now, the lane capac-

Fairfax County Department of Transportation

ity cannot support the installation.”
The study will examine whether transit
lane should be located in the center of Rich-

consideration include how to provide pedestrian access and the best configuration
for bike paths and walking trails. One scenario that will not be considered in the study is how to
widen Richmond Highway
from Fort Belvoir to the
Beltway.
“The problem with this is
what happens with the rest
of the corridor,” said Kahan
Dhillon, chairman of the
— Kahan Dhillon Long-Range and Strategic
Planning Committee of the
mond Highway or the sides, a critical con- Mount Vernon Council of Citizens Associasideration considering the potential for a tions. “I’m concerned that all this will acfuture light rail system. Other issues under complish is freeing up space near Fort

“The problem with this is what happens
with the rest of the corridor. I’m
concerned that all this will accomplish is
freeing up space near Fort Belvior.”
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Belvior.”
RICHMOND HIGHWAY, also known as
Route 1, has anywhere between 37,000 to
56,000 vehicles each day. The National Environmental Policy Act requires consideration of potential environmental consequences of transportation improvements,
documentation of the analyses and making
the information available to the public for
comment before implementation.
“The comment period is still open,” said
Van Dot. “We want to hear what people have
to say about this.”
Two future public sessions will be scheduled before the review is released early next
year.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Brief History of Lenox
Several years ago Karen (my other half) and I were
watching Fear Factor on TV a few days before Christmas.
It was “couples night” and one segment of the episode had each person with their head in a box full of
various types and sizes of arachnids (spiders). Knowing Karen’s queasiness when it comes to spiders I
commented that I guess we probably wouldn’t have
done too well on that episode. She commented that
the small, jumpy ones were the ones that creeped
her out — the big ones wouldn’t be so bad. Suddenly I knew what one of her Christmas gifts was
going to be.
I went online and ordered a Brachyplema
albopilosum (Columbian Curly Hair Tarantula). Due
to winter weather it was shipped in a styrofoam container inside of a cardboard box. I wrapped the same
box for Karen for Christmas. Upon unwrapping the
box and seeing the inside packaging she decided that
she must be getting another piece of ‘Lenox’ for
Christmas. She had quite a surprise when she finished opening the box — of course deciding on a
name for the new pet was rather easy — hence,
Lenox.
She has molted (outgrown and shed her exoskel-

eton) eight times since coming to our home and is 45 times as big as when she arrived. If she lives out
the normal lifespan of a tarantula she should be with
us for another 15-plus years.
By the way, we have recently acquired two new
types — an Aphonopelma chalcodes (Arizona
Blonde) and an Aphonopelma seemanni (Honduran
Stripe Leg or Zebra Leg)
— Keith Whited

United Community Ministries Food Pantry

accepts donations of food Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
& the first Sunday of every month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 7511 Fordson
Road, Alexandria, VA 22306. People dropping off donations should enter
through the gates on the right side of the building, drive around to the
back of the building and ring the bell at the green door.

Most Commonly Needed Items:
•Canned soup
•Canned fruits &
vegetables
•Canned beans
•Pasta
•Rice
•Tomato sauce
•Cereal & oatmeal

At Bichon Bash
Here is a picture of most of our family at the 2010
Bichon Bash sponsored by the Maryland Bichon Frise
Rescue (www.bichonbash.com). We have gone now
for three years in a row. Last year it was held at Bull
Run. We have our own own t-shirts that we made
for the occasion. It is such a blast with a puff cloud
of around 200 bichon frises all off leash for this wonderful fundraiser for the rescue. They have dog items
for sale, wonderful baskets are raffled off and they
even have an animal communicator, grooming demo,
vet to ask questions and a pet photographer. We always look forward to this family event though our
family is getting smaller now with both boys off at
college for this Bash coming up in September. You
don’t have to own a bichon to attend; however, only
the bichon breed is allowed.
From left are: Michal, Lena, Bella (1-and-a-half
years old), Snow (8 years old), Paula and Adrian.
Not pictured in our family photo is Nathan, who was
off at college last year.

•Macaroni & cheese
•Peanut butter
•Jelly
•Dry milk
•Baby food
•Diapers
•Paper shopping &
grocery bags

Funeral & Cremation
Services

Jefferson Funeral Chapel
5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

703-971-7400

Miss Carly

Joe and Stephanie Castor of Mount Vernon
with their 1-year-old English Bulldog
Pogo.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

We adopted Miss Carly from Mid-Atlantic Pug Rescue when she was 4 years old; she was a case of
neglect and had spent most of her young life alone
in a basement, often left by herself for days at a time.
When she came to our home, every noise woke her
up — now two years later she is the best guard dog
you could ask for and loves being right next to us at
all times to make sure we won’t leave her.
Little Miss Carly loves the sun more than anything
else in the world and has been known to travel
throughout the house to find any patch of sunlight
peeking through a window. When she’s outside she’ll
roll right over in the grass so the sun can reach her
belly and warm her right up.
— Alexandra Edwards

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home
with Traditional Chapel and Large
Visitation Rooms.
• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the
Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.
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What’s Your Advice?
Be part of the Gazette
Insiders edition.

neighbors and with people new to the area.
Send us a short letter: what do you love
about your community? Tell us about one special place you’ve discovered. Does you family
have different favorites in different seasons?
How did you get involved in your town? Share
your favorite park. Tell us about your favorite
annual event. Send us a photo of your family
at one of your favorite spots or engaged in a
favorite activity.
We also ask for input from local arts organi-

www.MountVernonGazette.com
Newspaper of Mount Vernon

zations, civic organizations, houses of worship,
clubs, schools, businesses and other community institutions. Send us information on dates
and details for major events for the upcoming
year, information on how to get involved in
nonprofits and charities, details about your
club or other organization.
The Insiders Guide will publish the last week
in August. Send in your tips and answers by
Aug.
17
to
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

he Gazette staff and interns are already preparing the annual newcomers and community guide. We
invite our readers to help with providing insiders’ advice and information.
Below are several suggested questions, but
we encourage you to participate in any way.
We’ll print selections from the answers along
with your name. Answer one question or all of
them; give as many answers as you’d like to
each question.
Be the first to read your hometown news. Sign up to get the digital replica of the Gazette
(We will not sell or share your personal inforWhat “insider’s tip” about your town would delivered to your email box every week.
Anyone can sign up to receive one or more mation.)
you share with a friend? Places to go, things
We will email a digital replica of the print
editions of the Connection (McLean,
to do, can’t-miss events, ideas on what
Great Falls, Vienna/Oakton, Reston, edition directly to your email box every week.
it means to live here.
Looking for something a bit more immediWhat advice would you give new Editorials Oak Hill/Herndon, Arlington, Springfield, Burke, Fairfax, Fairfax Station/ ate? Follow us on Facebook or Twitter. On
residents on how to make themselves
Clifton/Lorton) including the Alexandria Ga- Twitter: @ffxconnection, @marykimm,
at home and get involved here?
What tips do you have for someone new to zette Packet, the Mount Vernon Gazette, the @ M i c h a e l l e e p o p e , @ f o l l o w f a i r f a x ,
@connectvictoria, @AmcVeighConnect,
your town? What interesting, almost secret, Centre View and the Potomac Almanac.
Email your name, your snail-mail address, @jonroetman, @TheismannMedia
places would you like to have learned about
email address and the paper or papers you
earlier when you moved in?
like
to
receive
to
We invite you to share the expertise you’ve would
gained in living in your hometown with your GoingGreen@connectionnewspapers.com.

T

Digital Editions, Twitter

Letters to the Editor

For the Love
Of Dog!
To the Editor:
The sniping back and forth between Tom Lehner and Jay Spiegel
is almost as funny as it is ridiculous, and some of the peripheral
players have certainly been enter-

taining as well. The parsing and
dissecting of every word written
and the rebuttals are priceless, and
while I fear getting sucked into the
vortex of this madness I press on
just the same.
But honestly, it’s time for you
guys to just let it go! Yes, Tom
should be more law abiding, but
Jay shouldn’t press his nose so

hard against the glass. Your positions - whether right or wrong, or
whether backed up by carefully
crafted laws are solidly entrenched
and all this bickering isn’t going
to move the needle of each other’s
let alone that of public opinion.
More importantly however, is
that my dog loving and well intended neighbors of Stratford

More Than 3,800 Pounds of Food
United Community Ministries (UCM) received more than 3,800 pounds in combined
food donations from St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and Long & Foster Realtors’ Alexandria/Old Town Historic District Office on June 15. St. Luke’s food donation, totaling
1,600 pounds, was the culmination of the parish-wide June 2011 Neighbors Helping
Neighbors Food Drive, coordinated by parish member and West Potomac student Julia
Staple. She said that St. Luke’s will continue collecting food for UCM’s food pantry
throughout the summer. In addition, Long & Foster office manager Bill Jourdan
delivered 2,274 lbs of food and a check for $50 to UCM’s Food Pantry.

Landing should focus their seemingly boundless energy in a more
positive direction, and I have a
suggestion: to help raise money for
7-year-old Alexandria resident
Evan Moss in his efforts to obtain
a seizure dog, which he needs to
help him when he has epileptic
seizures. The goal is to raise
$13,000 which is the cost to his
family for the dog, and any additional money would go to the
sponsoring organization “4 Paws
for Ability” which underwrites almost half the cost.
Here’s a link that has information about Evan, his fund-raising
efforts, and other pertinent information:
http://wapo.st/
evanmoss.
If you’d like to donate, send
checks to: 4 Paws for Ability, Fund
for Evan Moss, 253 Dayton Ave.,
Xenia, Ohio 45385.
Make checks payable to 4 Paws
for Ability.
It’s time we put our energy into
something a little more constructive ...
Pete Steinbeck
Alexandria
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Opinion
Vets Law Clarified
By Linda T.
“Toddy” Puller
State Senator (D-36)

irginia Attorney General
Ken Cuccinelli recently
released an opinion that
clarifies the eligibility of “100 percent disabled” veterans and surviving spouses affected by the constitutional amendment passed last
November. In the opinion, the Attorney General broadened the
definition of “100 percent disabled
veterans” eligible for property tax
relief. The opinion came at the request of several members of the
Virginia General Assembly, including myself, after confusion resulted in some localities implementing the new law.
In expanding the definition, the
Attorney General noted that the
property tax relief should be
granted to all veterans rated “100
percent disabled.” This applies to
those veterans who were initially
rated “100 percent disabled” by
the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) as well as to
those who the VA may decide later
are totally disabled because their
injuries prevent them from being
gainfully employed.
The law became effective as of

V

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Jan. 1, 2011. In the recent Attorney General’s opinion, it was noted
that the law is not retroactive;
therefore, a spouse of a veteran
who died before Jan. 1 would not
qualify for the property tax exemption. Also, property of a veteran
that is held in trust would not be
eligible for the tax relief.
Virginia voters passed the constitutional amendment to allow
the property tax exemption for
these veterans and their surviving
spouses into law last November. I
introduced the legislation to place
the constitutional amendment on
the ballot two years in succession
with an election in between as required by Virginia law and the legislation necessary to implement it
into law this year.
Many veterans and surviving
spouses have contacted my office
regarding this legislation. I want
to make sure the proper information is made available to them because it can help a number of our
deserving veterans and their families. Too often, Virginia’s fighting
men and women and their families struggle to make ends meet.
It’s only right that we provide what
relief we can to those who have
given so much for all of us and our
country.

Montebello

Fairfax County’s Best Keep Secret?

Currently Offered
An astounding find: 3 BR 2 BA,
newer carpet and paint make this
'J' unit T- H-E O-N-E to have with newer KT and updated BA's!
Over 30 lush, leafy acres gated at
the Beltway and Old Town: indoor
and outdoor pools, tennis, fitness
suite, sauna, bowling lanes, cafe,
market and salon are all 'at home'.
Garage parking coupled with
Yellow Line access at Huntington
creates a 'win-win'.

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia
Serving the Washington Metropolitan Area since 1978

Montebello Marketing Incorporated
703-548-5958
800-446-4187
LoisCRBCRS@aol.com
www.MontebelloMarketing.com
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Go ahead and say it: That Soldier boy is one bad cat! But
we love him dearly.
— Darlene Snyder of Mount Vernon

These two dogs are not
only pets but working
volunteers in Fairfax
County Schools and the
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital. Both have also visited
nursing homes in the
community under the
auspice of “Fairfax County
Pets on Wheels.” Both dogs
are trained, insured and
certified Therapy Dogs by
“Therapy Dogs International.” Both visit Fairfax
County Schools and the
rehabilitation ward of
INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital. Rocco P, a Golden
Retriever, is sharing in the
pleasure of having improved second-grade reading skills by having Rocco listen to them. This is the second
Grade class (above) of Ms. D. Skudin at the end of the school year at Woodley Hills
Elementary school. Rocco also participates in a similar program at Fairfax Villa Elementary School with kindergartners and special education classes. He has been working in
these schools and the hospital for almost eight years. He is now 10 and still going
strong.
Toffee (right), a Sheltie, has also been working with the second grade student reading
program at Woodley Hills Elementary School for five years and has been visiting the
Rehabilitation Unit of Mount Vernon Hospital for five years. She is 7 years old. Toffee
will soon participate at the Martha Washington Library after-school reading program
beginning in September. Toffee’s chauffeur is Angelita Kabler and Rocco’s is Renee
Priore. Both chauffeurs live in the Wessynton community.

Maggie turned "98" in July and celebrated with a filet
mignon from Balducci's. Maggie is just like one of my
children. Helping her celebrate her birthday was Ashlynn
Parker (8) and Addison Parker (6). We look forward to
celebrating her 105th birthday next year.
— Alyson Parker of Belle Haven
Pound pup Rudy
— ready to play,
but still no place
to play ever since
he was arrested
at Westgrove
park more than a
year ago.

Hot dogs on
the grill. From
left: Junior,
Brooke, Beau
and Lily.
Rescue dogs Rudy
and Cassie, back
before the cops
drove them and
their owners from
Westgrove Park
more than a year
ago. Whatever
happened to “yes,
we can!”?
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Bulletin Board
ONGOING
The Mount Vernon Farmers
Market will be held on Wednesdays
instead of Tuesdays for the 2011
market season. The market is in the
parking lot of the Sherwood Library
located at 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane
in Alexandria. The hours are 8 a.m.
until noon. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
FarmersMarkets/ or call 703-6420128.
UCM’s Back Porch Thrift Store is in
need of donations of furniture. UCM
will pick up furniture, as well as
other larger donations, or they can be
dropped off at the back of the store
Monday through Saturday, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. To arrange for pick-
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ups, call 703-768-7106, ext. 320.
Located at the Mt. Vernon Crossroads
Shopping Center at 7838 Richmond
Highway, Alexandria.

THURSDAY/JULY 28
Candidate’s Forum. 7 to 9 p.m. State
Democratic Primary candidates Del.
Adam Ebbin, Alexandria City
Councilman Rob Krupicka, and
Arlington School Board Chair Libby
Garvey. Sponsored by the Mt. Vernon
District Democratic Committee. At
the Mt. Vernon Government Center,
2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria.

TUESDAY/AUG. 9
Conversation with Library

Director Sam Clay. 7:30 p.m. At
John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose
Hill Drive, Alexandria. Library
Director Sam Clay would like to
know what residents need from their
public library.

THURSDAY/AUG. 4
Newsmaker Biz Lunch. 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. At Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital, 501 Parker Lane,
Alexandria. The Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital will host an August
Newsmaker Biz Lunch for Mount
Vernon-Lee Chamber members and
interested attendants. Cost to attend
the lunch is $25. For more
information or to make a reservation,
call 703-360-6925.

A Retirement Community
for Active Seniors with
Moderate Incomes

1 BR Apartment

$875 mo.
All Utilities Included

7837 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22306

703-780-9072
Hours: 8-4, Mon-Fri.

gumspringsglen@aol.com
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The Dog-ma of Pet Boutiques
Alexandria pet care stores
and services run the gamut.
By Adam Basile
The Gazette

Photos by Adam Basile

et lovers in Alexandria have a wide selection of
stores and services to choose from when
pampering their pets. Whether they are
interested in all-natural diets, training services
or daycare, there are plenty of options at their disposal.

P

Dogtopia of Alexandria owner Jeff Lutton plays
with a few of the “large dogs.”

Dogtopia of Alexandria
3121 Colvin Street, Alexandria, VA 22314; 703-751-7387
www.dogdaycare.com/alexandria

The Dog Park’s colorful assortment of themed
dog treats.

The Dog Park
705 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314; 703-888-2818
Opened in May 2010 by owner Anna Fitzgerald, The Dog Park
offers a variety of dog- and cat-oriented products. Fitzgerald always
knew that she wanted to have her own store, but her desire to open
a pet boutique was sparked by her dog Chester.
The store’s most important products are treats, collars,
bowls, food, and toys for both cats and dogs. Fitzgerald
wanted the store “to be a mix of a pet boutique and a functional store … we mix functionality and unique, decorative
items.”
She also emphasizes that the store takes pride in its “rotation of items.” She added that “you will not see the same
items this month as you saw the month before.”
One of The Dog Park’s best-selling and most eye-catching
products is its neon Wacky Walk’r, which is a leash for dogs
that pull too much on walks. Fitzgerald said that it “decreases the tension in [the walker’s] shoulder and also in
[the dog’s] neck.” No matter what size your dog is, each
Wacky Walk’r costs $28.99.
Fitzgerald has recently added a “grooming shop” to the
store. In this space, she will begin to provide grooming services in the near future.

Jeff and Sandy Lutton opened Dogtopia of Alexandria, a dog
daycare and boarding facility in September 2007, with simple goals
in mind. All the couple really wanted to do was spend more time with
their Golden Retriever, Josie. After almost four years, they have
served over 100,000 dogs.
The Luttons and their 20 employees provide daycare, boarding and
even some grooming services.
Lutton believes that there are three aspects to Dogtopia of Alexandria that make it unique. First, Dogtopia uses online webcams so
that the “parents can watch their dog all day.” Second, the daycare
uses separate rooms for the “big dogs, small dogs and the lounge
dogs.” That way, dogs of different sizes and energy levels can be
grouped accordingly. Third, Dogtopia has an outdoor play area for
the dogs, which few dog daycares in Alexandria have.
If you want to board your dog overnight, there is a $20 boarding
charge plus the daily daycare fee of $35.
There are also discounted rates for customers who are willing to
buy multiple days of daycare at a time. For instance, a 30-day pass
can be purchased at a rate of $28/day. Owner Jeff Lutton says that
“the majority of the clients do a pass package, so that they can prepay” their dog’s visits.

Reserved Barking
6404 Telegraph Road, Alexandria VA 22310; 703417-9755 www.reservedbarking.com
Opened in April 2010 by Bilal Malik, Reserved Barking is Reserved Barking is an all-inclusive dog daycare
an all-inclusive dog daycare. Reserved Barking offers full- where your dog can play, be groomed, and trained all
service, breed-specific grooming, regimented daycare,
while you’re at work.
boarding services, and personalized training sessions.
The daycare’s agenda begins at 7 a.m. From then until 1 p.m., the
dogs play in a supervised, cage-less, off-leash environment. From 1 They are currently holding a Camp Canine event that runs until Aug.
to 3 p.m., the dogs rest. Then, from 3 to 7 p.m., the dogs play again 15, where you can send your dog to “summer camp” for seven days.
At the camp, your dog will receive personalized obedience trainuntil their owners come to pick them up. The dogs are walked
ing and doggy spa treatments. It will also participate in agility drills,
throughout the day through the outdoor facility on the premises.
Day care costs $35 per full day, but bulk packages can reduce daily water sports, nature walks and more, all for $400 plus the cost of
costs down to as low as $28.30 per day. To board your dog at Re- boarding.
Employee Anna Lonesome said that Reserved Barking provides
served Barking, you have to pay the daily rate for daycare, plus an
“the ultimate in pet care. You call, drop off your dog, and it can be
additional $20 for each day your dog is boarded.
Reserved Barking frequently offers promotions and holds events. groomed, exhausted and well-socialized by the end of the day.”
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

PetSage Inc.’s yöghund frozen yogurt for dogs
has probiotics that help with digestion.

PetSage Inc.
2391 South Dove Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314;
1.800.PET.HLTH www.petsage.com
PetSage Inc. is a one-of-a-kind, health-conscious pet store that
specializes in supplements and specialty diets for cats and dogs. “My
animals drove me to it,” said PetSage Inc. owner Teresa Grow, whose
cats and dog lounge around in the spacious store. She was researching health care and dieting for her own animals, when she realized
that there was a need for health-conscious food stores for animals.
She opened PetSage Inc. in 1995, with a focus on “herbal therapies,
supplements, and specialty diets,” and has been successful ever since.
Grow said that “a lot of research” goes into selecting the products
she sells in her store. Her best-selling products are often her “raw food
diets and herbal supplements.” Grow said that veterinarians will often
refer pets with diet or health issues to PetSage Inc. for “herbal medicines that can be used in complement with veterinarian’s medicine.”
Grow says that consultations on diet and health care with her and
her employees can be made by appointment as well.
Grow believes that “[PetSage’s] experience, knowledge-based
training and work with veterinarians is what sets them apart” from
other health-conscious pet stores.

Wild Bird Center
3216 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314; 703-370-5544
www.wildbird.com/franchisee/alx/home
Owners Bradford
and Amy Schmonsee
offer birdseed, feeders, bird watch-ing
expertise and more at
the Wild Bird Center
Franchise in Alexandria. Ever since
B r a d f o r d
Schmonsee’s childhood, he has been an
avid bird watcher. He
actually grew up near
the original Wild Bird
Center Franchise in
Cabin John, Md.
The Wild Bird Center
The Schmonsees
say that their expertise and low prices are what set them apart from
other stores.
The Schmonsees said that all too frequently they see customers
being mislead by other, larger stores. Amy Schmonsee said that
“many of the larger stores sell feeders that are advertised as squirrel-proof,” but few will actually keep the rodents out. The
Schmonsees added that even when other stores carry legitimate squirrel-proof feeders, often, they don’t tell the customers how to set them
up properly.
“We’re all about birdseed — that’s our thing,” the Schmonsees said.
Their store, however, contains more than just birdseed. It’s filled with
an assortment of unique bird seeders, birdhouses, and landscaping
décor.
Each year, the Wild Bird Center of Alexandria donates thousands
of dollars of birdseed to Huntley Meadows Park. The Schmonsees also
take other birdwatchers out on bird walks to share their expertise.
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NOW THROUGH OCT. 31
Alexandria Arts and
Crafts Fair. 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. every Sunday.
Features some of the
areas’ best artists and
artisans and includes
jewelry, glass works,
ceramics and pottery,
hand woven products, and
other crafts. At St. George
Gallery, 105 North Alfred
Street, in the heart of Old
Town Alexandria.

Olde Town School for Dogs
529 Oronoco St. Alexandria, VA 22314; 703-8367643; www.otsfd.com

THURSDAY/JULY 28
Music at Twilight
Concerts. 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. Alexandria
Harmonizers (Men’s
Barbershop). At Fort
Ward Park Amphitheater,
SATURDAY/AUG. 6
4301 W. Braddock Rd.,
Suzy Bogguss in Concert. 8 p.m. At the Birchmere
Alexandria. Contact:
Music Hall in Alexandria.
Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5592.
the music of Charm City Baroque.
18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30 to
Concessions such as water, chips and
9:30 p.m. Cost is $30/series or $12/
cookies will be available for purchase.
class. Learn the dances of Jane
Alcohol is not permitted on the
Austen’s time. Dance master Corky
property. At the lawn at Carlyle House,
Palmer will lead the series in
121 N. Fairfax St., Alexandria. Call
preparation for the annual Jane Austen
703-549-2997 or visit
Ball on Aug. 13. Reservations at 703www.carlylehouse.org.
746-4242 or www.gadsbystavern.org.

Photos by Adam Basile

The Olde Town School for Dogs has been in business for
over 35 years — that’s 245 dog years. Owners Carlos and
Sandy Mejias founded the school in 1975 and have been training dogs there ever since. But the Old Town School for Dogs
is not limited to its celebrated training programs; it also provides elegant grooming services and is chocked full of unique
pet products.
Carlos Mejias has a rich background in dog training. He
began training dogs at Captain Haggarty’s school for dogs, a
prestigious dog school in New York City, in 1968. He then
graduated from the distinguished New York School of Dog
Grooming. Sandy also began her dog-training career at Captain Haggarty’s and had always had a penchant for dog
training.
The School for Dogs offers two main types of training: day
care and private lessons. In day care, there are three workouts a day; each is 30 minutes, and sessions last for three
weeks. Also, there are three hours of training at the end of
the week for the owner.
Private lessons are done over a six-week span. Each weekly
session lasts one hour, and the owners are expected to practice the learned techniques at home when the sessions are
over. Both of these training services can be used to correct a
slew of problems such as barking, jumping, digging or any
other destructive behavior.
The School for Dogs grooms all breeds of dogs. The School
for Dogs grooms “23 to 25 dogs a day, six days a week,” said
Carlos Mejias. He added that they can, “groom to the standard of a breed or to any style.” There’s only one problem:
you have to book your session up to a year in advance. “Most
of the dogs we get are in cancellations,” added Mejias.
It’s safe to say that The School for Dogs’ reputation extends
beyond Alexandria. In September 2009, it groomed the
Obamas’s Portuguese water dog, Bo.
The store’s product mix is part boutique and part traditional
pet store. “50 percent [of the merchandise] duplicates super
stores, the rest is stuff you find at dog shows,” Mejias said.
He added that many customers are surprised with their low

LaPooch shampoo is one of several premium products sold at the Olde Town
School for Dogs that is used regularly at
dog shows.
prices. “They’re competitive with or better than the
superstores,” he said.
The Mejiases and the Old Town School for Dogs have been
in business for 35 years. Mejias says that, “there’s nothing we
haven’t seen. We’re a full-service operation.”

Barkley Square Pets
703-548-3644;
www.barkleysquarebakery.com
The inception of Barkley Square Pets started 20 years ago,
when owner Kristina Robertson started pet-sitting for her
friends in 1991.
“I went to my church and said I’m going to start watching
pets,” Robertson said.
As time went on, her pet-sitting service evolved into a fullfledged pet care business that she called Karing by Kristina.
In 2003, she opened a pet bakery named Barkley Square and
merged it with her preexisting pet care company.
Now, Robertson runs Barkley Square Pets entirely online
from the basement of her home. The company provides comprehensive pet care services and colorful, homemade dog
treats.
Robertson said that Barkley Square offers several unique,
alternatives in pet care when you can’t be there for your pet.
Robertson said, “when you need someone to cover for you,”
Barkley Square can always let your dog out for you on an adhoc basis.
Second, Barkley can send someone to stay at your house
overnight to accompany your pet.
Third, Kristina offers you the option of “Bed and Barkfast.”
Here, your pet stays at Kristina’s home as if it were her own.
“There are no kennels involved,” said Robertson.
Barkley Square’s treats are all homemade. “Our best-sell-

FRIDAY/JULY 29
Alexandria Citizens Band Concert.
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. The City’s Oldest
Performing Arts Organization. At
Market Square, 301 King St.,
Alexandria. Contact Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5592.

SATURDAY/JULY 30
Happy Birthday Jerry Garcia: The
U-Liners Tribute. 8:30 p.m. to
midnight. Admission is $15/door. At
IOTA Club & Café, 2832 Wilson Blvd.,
Arlington. Call 703-522-8340 or visit
www.iotaclubandcafe.com.
Cocker Spaniel Adoption Show. 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Come meet cockers of
all ages available for adoption. Dogs
are spayed or neutered. At Alexandria
Hybla Valley Petsmart, 7690 Richmond
Hwy. (U.S. 1), Alexandria. Call 703533-2373 or visit
www.cockerspanielrescue.com.

SUNDAY/JULY 31

A Barkley Square cake just before the
guests of honor get their paws into it.
ing item is the cheddar cheese and bacon bone,” said
Robertson. She added that Barkley can make gluten-free and
wheat-free treats by request as well.
Barkley Square also does dog parties. For your dog’s next
birthday, you can get a bone-shaped cake, measuring either
9 inches or 12 inches, to celebrate the occasion. Barkley will
also host the party and have games at the event.

Nature’s Nibbles
2601 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301; 703-931-5241
www.naturesnibbles.com
When Owner Christopher Gabriel’s German Shepherd Labrador mix Gypsy
was suffering from a serious skin condition, he turned to all-natural diets
to improve its health.
This spawned Gabriel’s interest in all-natural pet diets. In 2005, he began Nature’s Nibbles as a strictly online business. In late 2007, he moved
the store into its current location on Mount Vernon Avenue.
Gabriel classified the Nature’s Nibbles’ products as strictly “all-natural,”
which means “no byproducts.”
Gabriel said that many of his all-natural products start out as customer
suggestions. Gabriel said that when he makes these special orders, he purchases extras. “If they sell, they become part of our stock,” Gabriel said.
Gabriel said that Nature’s Nibbles’ willingness to deliver its products to
its customers sets it apart. “We deliver for free within five miles, for $5 past
five miles, for $10 past 10 miles, and we’ll deliver up to 15 miles.”
Nature’s Nibbles also has a do-it-yourself dog bath, where it provides all
the supplies.
Many of their products leave out the tough-to-digest elements that are
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Butterflies for Families. 10 a.m. to
noon. Join recently graduated Virginia
Master Naturalist and avid butterfly
enthusiast Mary Alexander on a walk
along Huntley Meadow’s boardwalk
looking for interesting butterflies. At
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd, Alexandria.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 3
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission
is $10. With the band, The Thrillbillies.
At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South Pickett
St., Alexandria.
Keira Moran Performs. 8 to 10 p.m.
The 16-year-old singer/songwriter will
sing at St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. A
rising junior at T.C. Williams, Keira
won the Smashtunes competition with
her song, “When I’m With You.” Visit
www.StElmosCoffeePub.com.
Summer Concert Series. 8 p.m. Free.
“Tunes of ‘Toons.” The U.S. Air Force
Band — The Concert Band and
members of the Singing Sergeants. At
Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. Call at
202-767-5658 or
www.usafband.af.mil.

THURSDAY/AUG. 4

Taste of the Wild Dog food,
which is grain-free.
commonly found in commercial brands of pet
foods. “A lot of dogs still have allergies to
grains,” Gabriel said. Many of the foods they
sell, like Taste of the Wild, take out those
grains.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. Cost is $30/series or $12/
class. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen’s time. Dance master Corky
Palmer will lead the series in
preparation for the annual Jane Austen
Ball on Aug. 13. Reservations at 703746-4242 or www.gadsbystavern.org.
Summer Concert. 6 to 8 p.m. Featuring

FRIDAY/AUG. 5
The Band POCO. 7:30 p.m. Admission is
$35. At The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
“The Real Dirt on Farmer John.” 7
p.m. PBS documentary to be shown at
Hollin Hall House at the Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane, Alexandria. Call 703-721-0595.
“Hairspray” Cast Holds Talkback.
Mink Stole, from the original John
Waters film “Hairspray,” will lead a
Q&A discussion after the performance.
The cast will also be available for
questions. Find out what it’s like to
stage a musical on the LTA stage, ask
about auditions, choreography, or
character development. At the Little
Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.thelittletheatre.com or 703-6830496.
Alexandria Citizens Band Concert.
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. The City’s Oldest
Performing Arts Organization. At
Market Square, 301 King St.,
Alexandria. Contact Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5592.

SATURDAY/AUG. 6
Friendship Firehouse Festival. 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Friendship Firehouse
celebrates its 237th birthday. Free. The
event will feature a collection of
antique fire equipment and, courtesy of
the Alexandria Fire Department, a
display of modern fire apparatus. The
Alexandria Red Cross and the
Community Emergency Response
Team will also be on hand. Other
attractions include craft booths, food
vendors and free birthday cake.
Children will receive free fire helmets
and balloons. At the 100 block of
South Alfred Street, between Prince
and King Streets. Visit
www.friendshipfirehouse.net.
Living History. Noon to 4 p.m. This
free, family-friendly program will
feature living history interpreters
portraying the Carlyle family. At
Carlyle House, 121 North Fairfax
Street, Old Town Alexandria. Visit
www.nvrpa.org.
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. The market boasts amazing
artwork from local artists, music from
multicultural musicians and great food
from local restaurants. At Colasanto
Park in the heart of Del Ray. Free and
open to public.
www.TheDelRayArtisans or
DRA.AlexandriaArtMarket@gmail.com
to apply.

See Entertainment, Page 17
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Theater
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Staying Power
LTA’s ‘Hairspray’ opens to raves.
By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

he dreams are big and the
hair even bigger as plump
and plucky Baltimore teen
Tracy Turnblad longs to dance on
the local American Bandstandstyle show in the energetic musical “Hairspray,” now playing to
rave reviews at The Little Theatre
of Alexandria.
“I have never seen such talent
in my life,” said longtime theater
veteran Ernie Sult. “This is as
good a cast — if not better — as
any you’ll find on Broadway.
What an incredible, cohesive performance.”
Based on the 2002 Tony
Award-winning musical, itself
based on the original 1988 John
Waters film, “Hairspray” follows
plus-sized protagonist Tracy
Turnblad in her 1962 crusade to
integrate the Corny Collins show.
Allies in her fight against both
racism and girls of girth grow to

T

include Tracy’s best friend Penny
Pingleton, teen heartthrob Link
Larkin
and
Motormouth
Maybelle, hostess of the once-amonth “Negro Day” on Corny’s
show.
Playing the unlikely heroine
Tracy, Shannon Kingett opens the
show in overdrive belting out one
of the show’s signature songs,
“Good Morning, Baltimore.” In
the role that made film stars of
Ricki Lake and Nikki Blonsky,
Kingett is a diminutive dynamo
with a siren-like voice that carries a charging score of 20 infectious melodies.
T.C. Williams High School senior
Sam Jones effortlessly plays the
dreamy Link Larkin. With his pure
tenor vocals and Elvis-inspired
dance moves, Jones jumps off
stage and into your heart.
As Tracy’s duck-to-swan best
friend Penny, Jaclyn Young channels her inner Mary J. Blige while
mega-talented Adrian Cubbage is
her forbidden crush Seaweed.

Reeny Eul as Louann, Shannon Kingett as Tracy Turnblad,
and Sam Jones as Link Larkin in "Hairspray," which runs
through Aug. 13 at The Little Theatre of Alexandria.
Gardner Reed nails the role of
the suave Corny Collins, a savvy
TV host who is decidedly Team
Tracy.
Determined in their opposition
to all this rhythmic righteousness
are the bratty Amber Von Tussle,
played by Christina Kidd, and
Janette Moman as her maniacal
mama Velma. Both are hilarious in
their over-the-top wickedness.
In a company of standouts,
Brenda Parker’s Motormouth
Maybelle brings the audience to its

feet with vocals that soar to stratospheric heights in the gospel-infused “I Know Where I’ve Been.”
One of the finest performances
in the show is given by Christopher
Harris as Tracy’s mother, Edna.
The deftly hilarious Harris adds a
luminous poignancy and vulnerability to the role originated by
Harvey Fierstein on Broadway and
John Travolta in the subsequent
movie.
Harris’ duet, “Timeless to Me,”
with Larry Grey as Tracy’s father

Palmer will lead the series in
preparation for the annual Jane Austen
Ball on Aug. 13. Reservations at 703746-4242 or www.gadsbystavern.org.
Music at Twilight Concerts. 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. Bay Jazz Project (Jazz). At
Fort Ward Park Amphitheater, 4301 W.
Braddock Rd., Alexandria. Contact:
Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5592.
Bill Mulroney & Second Wind
Bandits. 7 p.m. Tickets are $10. Part
of the Second Thursday Music. At The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035 or visit
nvfaa.org.

Buck Owens Birthday Party with two
live acts: banjo player Banjer Dan and
Washington, D.C. country band The
Highballers. Country music legend
Buck Owens is the much-revered and
influential father of the “Bakersfield
Sound.” Telegraph Station will be
playing Buck Owens music, and the
live acts will perform original music
along with some versions of Owens’s
songs. At 5735 Telegraph Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-373-3376.
Alexandria Harmonizers Concert.
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Barbershop Chorus.
At Market Square, 301 King St.,
Alexandria. Contact: Special Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5592

Wilbur, is an unqualified show
stopper and one of the most touching moments of the evening.
Sue Pinkman and Ivan Davila
provide the creative direction and
non-stop energetic choreography.
With colorful and inventive sets by
Myke Taister, vivid costumes by
Jean Schlichting and Kit Sibley
and a 13-piece orchestra conducted by Christopher Tomasino,
the exuberant LTA production provides as perfectly an in-tune musical ensemble as any you’ll find
on Broadway.
The upbeat score closes the
show with the driving rhythm of
“You Can’t Stop the Beat,” and the
LTA version will long be remembered as one of the best dance finales ever performed in community theater.
With a flawless 30-plus member
cast, dazzling performances and a
contagious score that is as impossible to shake off as Tracy’s lacquered beehive, LTA’s “Hairspray”
is a blockbuster musical with staying power.
"Hairspray" runs through Aug. 13
at The Little Theatre of Alexandria,
600 Wolfe Street. For tickets or
more information, call 703-6830496
or
visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

Entertainment
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Tavern Day. 1 to 5 p.m. Free Open
House. Tavern Day will feature
continuous tours of the historic site by
costumed guides, the opportunity to
learn to dance like George and Martha
Washington, and much more. At
Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 North Royal
Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

SUNDAY/AUG. 7
Virginia Ballet Company. 4:30 p.m.
Performs “Precedence,” contemporary
dance styles with classical ballet
technique, including ballet, flamenco,
modern and jazz. At the Ernst
Community Cultural Center, NVCC
Annandale campus, 8333 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale. Tickets are $15
and may be purchased at

www.virginiaballetcompany.org. Call
703 249-8227.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 10
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission
is $6. With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.
Lunch Bunch Concert. 12 to 1 p.m.
Tolumi DE (Afropop, Soul & Gospel).
At Canal Center Plaza, 44 Canal Center
Plaza, Alexandria. Contact: Special
Events,
maureen.sturgill@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5592.

THURSDAY/AUG. 11
18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. Cost is $30/series or $12/
class. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen’s time. Dance master Corky

FRIDAY/AUG. 12
Buck Owens Birthday Party. 7 to 10
p.m. Telegraph Station is hosting a

SATURDAY/AUG. 13
Fort Ward Civil War Camp Day. 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $5/adult;
$10/families. Highlights include Union
and Confederate drills and camp life
with costumed interpreters, and a
focus on uniforms and equipment from
the early war. Free parking available
along West Braddock Road. At 4301
West Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-7464848.

AUG. 14 TO 15
Auditions for “Twelve Angry Men.”
7 to 9 p.m. Auditions for Aldersgate
Church Community Theater (ACCT)
production of “Twelve Angry Men” will
be held at Aldersgate United Methodist
Church, 1301 Collingwood Road,
Alexandria. For character profiles, and
further information, visit
acctonline.org

Private Yacht Charter
Alexandria’s Yacht for All Occasions!
Corporate Events, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Reunions

Potomac Belle
Ideal for up to 35 guests - Docked in Old Town

(703) 868-5566
www.potomacbelle.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Letters
Millions Already
Spent on Route 1

From Page 8
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pansion plans at the expense of Gum
Springs, you should know that Gum Springs
is the oldest African American community
in Fairfax County. It has a slave cemetery,
museum and a historic trail link to Mount
Vernon. The Gum Springs Neighborhood
Improvement Program/Conservation Plan
(Conservation Plan) and Fairfax County
Comprehensive Plan (Comprehensive Plan)
state that “[a]ll development within and
adjacent to the Gum Springs Community
should be consistent with the neighborhood
improvement program and conservation
plans for that community. If there is a conflict with the Comprehensive Plan the Community Improvement Plan/Conservation
Plan shall take precedence.”
The Comprehensive Plan further state as
it pertains to Gum Springs, the “[r]etention
of the present configuration of Sherwood
Hall Lane at its intersection with Richmond
Highway, specifically: two travel lanes with
the development of a dedicated right turn
within 100 yards of its western terminus at
Richmond Highway and with all current
lane markings to be retained as now existing to within 100 yards of this western terminus.” In addition, General Standards 3
and 4 of Section 9 in the Zoning Ordinance
“require that the proposed use will be harmonious with and will not adversely affect
the use or development of neighboring
properties … [and] … such use will not create hazards or conflict with the existing and
anticipated traffic in the neighborhood.”
The Conservation Plan was developed
and approved to eliminate any threats to
the stability and character of the Gum
Springs community and to “ensure that residents have input into how their neighborhoods are improved.”
On June 21, 2011, the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors (BOS) adopted the
following text to ensure community involvement: “For each phase of development, review the traffic impact study dated April 8,
2011 which was accepted by VDOT, in order to identify and implement those transportation capacity and operational improvements shown in the traffic impact study, or
appropriate alternate improvements, which
are proportional to the relative impact that
phase of development will have on the roadway network. These reviews shall be coordinated with the Fairfax County Department
of Transportation, Virginia Department of
Transportation, Mount Vernon District Supervisor and surrounding communities.”
Community involvement was limited on
July 20, 2011 by the Fairfax County Planning Commission. The County cannot speak
to the quality of life or adverse impacts on
behalf of Gum Springs without active community participation because the County is
not the community. Nor can Fairfax County
residents outside Gum Springs understand
or appreciate the impact of this poorly
thought out plan will have on the Gum
Springs community. The MVCCA Planning
& Zoning and Transportation Committees
did not support Gum Springs because it too
sidestepped established County policies and
passed a resolution for which the County
does not have either an infrastructure or
funds for traffic improvement to support the
expansion. The whole thing sound like a

At National
Carl Sandburg Jazz Band, under the direction of Joe LaBrie, had the
opportunity to play at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport
in June.
mini-BRAC project being dumped on Gum
Springs. But this time, it’s Fairfax County
with self-inflicted wounds moving forward
without a plan and funds.
Queenie Cox
President
New Gum Springs Civic Association

Transforming
Route 1
To the Editor:
Every great region has a thorn in its side.
For us, it would appear the thorn keeping
us down is the sprawling concrete jungle
in our backyards known as Richmond Highway. Home to many businesses, the corridor is a central economical force, but has
become strangled by traffic problems and
dangerous pedestrian paths. With various
housing complexes and neighborhoods located right along it, the road sees heavy foot
and bike traffic along with its constant automobile gridlock, yet there is very little in
the way of safe pedestrian infrastructure
and next to nothing for bikers. Though businesses in the area are able to bring in the
crowds, the road alone simply cannot adequately handle the resulting traffic. The
already over-congested stretch of road will
only see its traffic problems worsen as the
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
brings an estimated population increase of
36,800 into Fort Belvoir. The question of
how to revive the Route 1 corridor has been
a problem that’s plagued local politicians
and business developers alike for years.
While many of our elected officials fight for
adequate funding to improve the roads and
transit options along the highway, still other
organizations have been working to drum
up interest in developers in an effort to bring
in more local businesses.
There are many projects underway committed to bringing in developers to transform deteriorating strip malls into better
designed, more pedestrian friendly shopping centers, making them more attractive
to local businesses. However, this should not
be our only focus in reviving the region. If
we hope to fully utilize the space and make
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Richmond Highway a strong livable community, there needs to be focus placed not
just on bringing in new businesses but on
improving the infrastructure of the road.
The key to revitalizing this area is in providing for the residents along with the businesses who inhabit Route 1. We need to
bring better transit options, safer pedestrian
and biker infrastructure, and affordable
housing projects to the corridor if we hope
to transform this deteriorating road into a
thriving center for the Mount Vernon area.
The Coalition for Smarter Growth speaks
of a vision of Route 1 as a walkable, pedestrian-friendly area with local businesses,
shops, restaurants and all ranges of housing developments sensibly planned with
parks and green spaces to beautify the area.
To help alleviate the expected excess traffic
caused by the BRAC move, Congress has
allocated $150 million worth of funds to
widen roads down near the Fort Belvoir
hospital entrance, but much of the highway
will remain only two to three lanes wide
and roads alone won’t be enough to solve
our traffic problems. For a real solution, we
must also focus on providing better public
transit and pedestrian option in order to
keep some of these cars off of the road entirely and bring a more local, community
feel to Route 1.
We have already seen the benefits of related projects, like the Richmond Highway
Express bus system created by Metro to
shuttle residents up and down the stretch
of highway between the Huntington Metro
station and Fort Belvoir Hospital. There is
still a long way to go, but the success of
one good project brings hope to others. We
can change Route 1 for the better. It will
take the commitment of everyone and the
willingness to focus not just on bringing in
business, but on improving the infrastructure of the road as well. If our community
stays dedicated and unified behind this
cause, we can transform Route 1 into a road
we can all be proud of.
Jessica Taylor
Sierra Club Intern, Virginia Chapter
Alexandria

To the Editor:
With so much attention being paid to the
difficult scenario unfolding around the Mark
Center in Alexandria, it may be easy for
some to overlook the major impact the Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) moves are
having at Ft. Belvoir.
But if you look closely you can’t miss all
that’s been happening in the area, and more
is on the way. The Board of Supervisors this
week received a briefing about the implementation of significant upgrades to the
Connector service plan in South County.
This plan involves 19,000 hours of service
and nine new buses, and will go a long way
to relieve projected traffic congestions coming with BRAC.
For these changes, our Board allocated $4
million from the Commercial and Industrial
(C&I) tax in FY2011 fund to purchase nine
new buses. In FY2012 (the current fiscal
year), we increased Connector funding by
$1.4 million to change 8 routes and add 4
new routes for BRAC, adding 19,000 hours
of service, a 6.4 percent increase.
The changes will affect routes 159, 171,
305, 310, 333/334, 335, and 395, and will
create a Route 371. These changes were
decided upon after an extensive public outreach process that included three public
meetings, public comments made through
the Connector website, and by working with
regional BRAC partners. The changes will
be implemented in September. For complete
details,
visit
their
website
(fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/).
Connector and other County staff will be
working with the Washington Metro Area
Transit Authority to develop a plan for additional bus service to Fort Belvoir in response to BRAC to consist of a new route
between Franconia-Springfield Metrorail
station and Fort Belvoir and an extension
of REX service to support second shift commuters to Fort Belvoir and the Route 1 corridor.
Overall, more than $350 million is being
spent to mitigate the impact of BRAC on
Fairfax County. This funding comes from a
wide variety of sources including bonds,
grants and County sources such as Fairfax
County’s C&I tax, which is an incremental
tax paid by businesses and earmarked for
transportation.
In addition to the Connector changes,
other notable projects within the BRAC
portfolio are: the completion of the Fairfax
County Parkway and the Defense Access
Road Ramps; the Mulligan Road project
which will reconnect Route 1 and Telegraph
Road; the design of Route 1 and Rolling
Road improvements; and many more spot
improvements.
The largest single project happening in
the area is the widening of Route 1 between
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
(Woodlawn) and Telegraph Road. Once
completed, this stretch of Route 1 will be
widened to six lanes to accommodate the
increased traffic occurring because of BRAC.
Fairfax County Department of Transportation has allocated $3 million from the C&I
See Letters, Page 19
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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fund toward the environmental study and
preliminary engineering for the Route 1
widening. Congressman Jim Moran secured
a $150 million grant for this project (and
the County is currently applying for this
grant). Up to $4.5 million of the $150 million will be used to fund a Route 1 Transit
Study, which would be managed by Fairfax
County and will focus on Fairfax County
transit options on Route 1 and serving Fort
Belvoir. This study could be completed as
early as summer of 2013.
This $4.5 million transit study is in addition to the $1.5 million transit study being
managed by the Virginia Department of Rail
and Public Transportation, which will explore transit options beyond Fairfax County
to Quantico. This study is still in the scoping
phase.
Fairfax County will also be conducting an
Enhanced Public Transportation Corridor
study which is a countywide transit network
study that will look at the EPTCs (Route 1
included) and make recommendations for
modified corridors, modes, station locations, etc. This study should begin this fall.
Our transportation staff is working to
coordinate the transit studies to ensure that
project scopes and goals are clear with minimal duplication of effort.
Fairfax County has also made a number
of small improvements along Route 1. The
Richmond Highway Public Transportation
Initiative focuses on pedestrian and bus stop
improvements and in total will involve an
estimated $36 million in improvements —
$8.6 million of which has been spent so far.
Sharon Bulova
Chairman,
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

Advocating
For Route 1
To the Editor:
An open letter to Del. Scott Surovell.

Del. Scott Surovell, I challenge you to
respond in this publication showing why
voters should consider Bulova a “leading
advocate” for Route 1.
I enjoyed reading your commentary,
“WMATA Considers Yellow Line Extension,”
[Mount Vernon Gazette, July 21-27, 2011]
until the last paragraph wherein you show
yourself as a small partisan.
The very fact that WMATA said our “local
government needs to make extending the
Yellow Line a priority before it will happen”
shouts volumes. Surovell thought that was
an “important point.” Read that again.
WMATA says Chairman Bulova has not
made it a priority. As chairman, I will not
need WMATA’s lectures on economic development. In southeastern Fairfax County we
have 700 vacant commercial acres comprising 32 percent of our total vacant commercial property.
In the shade of George Washington’s estate, Surovell gave a list of “leading advocates” for Route 1 naming only Democrats.
He overlooks Representatives Connolly
and Moran. But, he includes Chairman
Bulova on his list despite her repeated suggestions that Route 1 is less important than
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

rail to Dulles.
In [Gazette writer] Jerry Fill’s recent interview of all three candidates for chairman,
Sharon said she wants to wait to finance
Route 1 until Fairfax County voters pass a
referendum increasing taxes or the state
provides funding. Having waited since
1967, she wants us to continue waiting.
Any unbiased observer notices only one
candidate for chairman provides innovative
leadership and offers voters personal accountability for developing Route 1 in the
next four years. Only one candidate identifies Route 1 as vital to Fairfax County’s future economic growth. Only one candidate
puts forward a plan to earn advocacy support from all 136 local governments
throughout Virginia for fair treatment of
Fairfax County taxpayers and students.
I am Will Radle; I am the one candidate
for chairman fighting for Route 1 and our
entire community. We are raising expectations; we are raising the level of accountability.
Scott, my friend, we look forward to reading your defense of Sharon Bulova’s failure
to advocate for Route 1.
Will Radle
Candidate for Chairman, Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors – FairfaxAdvocates@gmail.com

Show Fairfax
The Money
To the Editor:
When I think of transportation, I think of
moving people. Whether by car, train, bus,
bike, or other means, the bottom line in
Northern Virginia is that we need choices if
we are going to create capacity and save
our roads. Unfortunately, the state is too
interested in only building roads — even in
controversial, more rural areas and continues its well-known aversion to transit as a
transportation solution.
Exhibit A: The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) has just approved allocating $197.4 million to a western bypass
of U.S. 29 through Albemarle County, fully
funding the $233 million cost estimate for
the project. This is a project that has been
controversial for more than 20 years and is
nowhere near shovel-ready.
Now — here’s where the Route 29 bypass
smacks Northern Virginia in the face. The
much-discussed agreement that U.S. Transportation Secretary Hood crafted to break
the impasse on the rail to Dulles project (the
region’s priority transit project) included
not a cent from the state but asks Fairfax
County to shoulder a substantial amount
of the costs. We spent $197.4 million in
Albemarle County on a controversial road
project but the state can’t stomach spending one dollar for phase II of Dulles rail?
Exhibit B: Why is the state picking up the
tab for 29 percent of the I-495 Hot Lanes
project to buy down the toll rates and ignoring the biggest transit project on the east
coast? It should use its money to buy down
Dulles Toll Road rates or build the Route
28 Metro station — the one it’s trying to
hang around the neck of Fairfax County taxpayers. Rail to Dulles is critical to the continued economic growth of Northern Virginia — that would be the invisible Northern Virginia that continues to save the

Commonwealth’s economic bacon.
Northern Virginia (and especially Fairfax
County) is being asked to assume an unfair
share of costs because Virginia continues
to make poor choices in how it allocates its
transportation dollars. These are dollars
that we need to spend in other priority areas of the County to deal with BRAC and
other necessary transportation projects as
the state’s neglect continues. Rail to Dulles
will benefit the region and therefore the
entire state. Continuing to ignore that is
poor economic policy, poor public policy,
and just plain dumb.
If the state cares about transit, it’s time
for the governor to pull up a chair and show
us the money.
Supervisor Jeff McKay

Failure
To Clean Up
To the Editor:
When Peter Brinitzer’s name was brought
into the current fray over leash laws, I was
motivated to once more weigh in, as I was
reminded of a Lloyd Benson quote. Leash
laws have two applications, one being for
people who let their pets out without escort and one where the pets are escorted. I
never remember any comments in the
Stratford Landing Newsletters on the latter, whereas, in the former case, the problem is more related to the failure of people
to clean up after their pets, a situation that
occurs for both free ranging pets and for
leashed pets whose owners feel that they
are too good to do their own cleaning up.
Peter had more pressing issues to weigh in
on. He was more committed to controlling
development along Little Hunting Creek
than controlling those who run with their
pets as well as those who occasionally fed
the geese along the public right of way that’s
astride Stockton Parkway, a right of way
once blocked twice a day by geese waddling
across it to get to and from the house of
our local “Mother Goose.”
John Dickert
Mount Vernon Farms

Inaccurate
Charge
To the Editor:
I wish to correct the charge contained in
Mr. Lehner’s letter of last week titled “Dog
Days of Summer” that Mr. Spiegel encouraged breaking the leash law at Westgrove
Park.
To my knowledge, Mr. Spiegel has never
advocated the breaking of the leash law to
those of us using Westgrove Park. That park
is a disused and often neglected ex-sewage
station off Fort Hunt Road which, however,
is fully fenced and affords a scarce and safe
area for local dog owners to train and exercise their animals off leash.
Mr. Spiegel has offered advice and public
commentary to assist our organization,
PACK, in its efforts to have the park declared
an Off Leash Dog Area (OLDA) in accordance with the Fairfax County Code in order to afford the area legal immunity from

the leash law. This is a no cost, no construction proposal and a no-brainer.
Don Kellerman,
Secretary, PACK
Alexandria

Not-So-Neighborly
Conflict
To the Editor:
In seeking to convince Tom Lehner of
Stratford Landing to obey our leash law, I
have concentrated solely on that issue. In
his letter published last week, Mr. Lehner
has brought up other interactions between
us, all instigated by him, that I had refrained
from publicly discussing. In his letter, he has
quoted words I have used in letters privately
sent to him over the past 11 years, criticizing his actions in those earlier incidents. In
my defense, I’m revealing Mr. Lehner’s actions that precipitated my comments in
those private letters. In so doing, I must say
I am baffled as to why he would choose to
open to a public forum incidents that don’t
speak well of him.
In 2000, I sought to reclaim a 2,000square-foot portion of my land from the
County. Prior to the Board of Supervisors
(BOS) hearing, no one had stated any opposition in writing nor signed up to speak,
the two customary ways citizens go on the
public record in BOS hearings. Just before
the hearing commenced, I was informed by
a credible source that Tom Lehner, Chief of
Staff to U.S. Senator Chuck Robb, was phoning supervisors behind the scenes to orally
request that they oppose my proposal. I did
not know Mr. Lehner nor had he ever contacted me to inquire about the matter. When
the hearing began, supervisors including
Chairman Kate Hanley left the room, I was
told, to avoid going on record voting against
the wishes of Mr. Lehner. Mr. Lehner’s opposition was stated publicly but not the
manner by which he lobbied behind the
scenes seeking to use his influence as Chief
of Staff of a U.S. Senator representing Virginia to oppose my proposal. The remaining supervisors passed the proposal unanimously, and the absent supervisors returned
to the room. I wrote Mr. Lehner and castigated him for failing to submit his opposition in writing or testify before the BOS like
any other citizen would have been required
to do. He replied, denying having done it,
and requesting that I identify the informant.
I refused to “out” the unimpeachable source
of that information.
In 2004, I led the effort to rename
Camden Court in our community as
Brinitzer Way to honor Pete Brinitzer, longtime president of the Stratford Landing Citizens Association, and of the Stratford Recreation Association as well as a founder of
the MVCCA. A community meeting was held
at which Mr. Lehner falsely accused me of
supporting the street renaming to obtain
community support for my efforts to subdivide my property. In fact, (1) my completed
subdivision had been recorded in the
County land records prior to commence

See Letters, Page 23
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Employment

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon
TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

The Connection Newspapers is looking for
one or two writers to cover one or two news
stories a week. Work with award-winning
editor. On-the-beat training, nominal pay
per story. Please send resume, letter of interest to Kemal Kurspahic, kemal@connection
newspapers.com

Then....Community Systems, Inc. may be the
place for you, 40 hrs/wk. Fast paced
work environment. Basic computer skills and
a pleasant phone manner a must. $13/hr,
excellent benefits. Send letters of interest to
Business Manager, Community Systems, Inc,
8136 Old Keene Mill Rd., B-300, Springfield,
VA. 22152 or email: afrati@csi-va.org

RN/Administrator
Kiddie Country Developmental Learning
Center is seeking a Registered Nurse to assist Part Time with the administrative duties
at our Schoolhouse Woods Road location.
Loving, caring, professional applicants only.
Fax resumes 703-250-7631 or
Phone 703-250-6550
kiddiecountryI@aol.com EOE

EDUCATION TRAINING

Pharmacy Technician Trainees
Needed Now!
Pharmacies now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-877-240-4524
CTO SCHEV

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!
Dental Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-381-1734

JMT is seeking experienced Transportation Construction Inspectors to work on several highway
projects throughout VA, to fill positions of Senior
Inspector, Inspector and Inspector Trainee.

Medical Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Bonus Opportunity Available
See how bright your future can be and apply online at:
www.jmt.com
EOE/AA Employer

EXPERIENCED
PRESCHOOL TEACHERS
To work with two, three or four year olds
Monday-Friday
Start Date: August 29, 2011
Kiddie Country Developmental Learning
Center II, Burke Virginia 22015.
Serving the Burke Community for 32
years. Web Site: kiddiecountry.com
Phone: (703) 644-0066,
Fax: 703-644-0073. EOE

Newspapers & Online

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 .............................. Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................ Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 .................................... Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4 ...................................... Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

ONLINE INTERNS

Educational internships available for enthusiastic college students to join our new website launch team. This
is an exciting opportunity to help develop content and
sections for our new website, due to launch in late
spring. Throughout the summer, we’ll be adding specifics to our entertainment and events sections, creating
special projects and content, and exploring new media.
Internships are unpaid, but offer an unusual chance to
work with award-winning editors while developing firstrate online presence. Summer internships require a
commitment of at least six weeks, 16-40 hours a week.
Please e-mail a statement of
interest and a resume to intern
ship@connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon
Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way
to fill your
employment
openings

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Classified
26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

North
Potomac
Rockville

Huge Yard & Garage Sale
Saturday, July 30, 8:am-1:pm.
4102 Tidewater Ct. Alex.

5
Potomac
Herndon

Dulles
Airport

1

Centreville

Chevy
Bethesda Chase

Great
Falls

3 RE for Rent

703-917-6400
Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon
3 RE for Rent

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities
One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully
renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms,
updated basement and living room. $850/month
includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town.
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

Reston

Oakton
Chantilly

6

Vienna

McLean
Arlington

4

Washington,
D.C.
Fairfax

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

North
Clifton

Historic
Clifton

Burke
Fairfax
Springfield
Station

2

CLASSIFIED

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ........................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTORS
VDOT certifications required; DCR E&S Control, GRIT, Work Zone
Safety Intermediate, 10 Hour OSHA, Soils & Aggregate, Asphalt
Field, ACI, Concrete Field, Pavement Markings, Flagger and Nuclear
Safety required. Employment consideration still given for expired
certifications. VA PE a plus. MARTCP HMA a plus. Min. 3 years
Highway/Bridge Construction Inspection experience required.

CTO SCHEV

MED BILL & CODING
Trainees NEEDED NOW

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m.

COMMUNITY NEWS
FREELANCE OPPORTUNITY

SECURITY OFFICERS
Immediate Openings for Unarmed
Officers. Nights & Weekends. Must have
own vehicle. US Citizenship reqd. Clean
record. Call Security Associates today
(703) 257-0292.

ADMIN/RECEPTIONIST
Looking for a friendly work
environment?
Like variety in your day?
Seeking an opportunity to work
close to home?

703-917-6464

3

Laurel
Hill

Clinical Director
Community Systems, Inc.
Springfield
Community Systems Inc. Virginia, a not for
profit company helping persons with Intellectual Disabilities in their homes and communities, is looking for a Clinical Director
with a Master Degree in Psychology or related field. One or more years experience
with behavior support planning is necessary.
Knowledge of psychotropic medications,
VA State Human Rights regulations, Medicaid Waiver regulations and State Licensing
regulations.
Person must have the ability to work with
individuals, staff, families and other service
agencies. They must be willing to have a
flexible work schedule and be available for
emergencies. For more information email:
susan.greene@csi-va.org or call 703-9133150. Our website can be accessed at
www.csi-va.org Our office is located at
8136 Old Keene Mill Road, Suite B-300,
Springfield, VA 22152.
Deadline to send Resumes: August 10, 2011
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• Target your best job
candidates
where they live.
• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.
• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home & Garden

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon
CLEANING

connectionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS
10% Senior Citizen Discount

LICENSED

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

The HANDYMAN

Residential & Commercial

703-862-5904
or
703-780-6749

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE
You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

Licensed
Insured

•
•
•
•
•

703-339-5773

cdmconstruction.net
GUTTER

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.

LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING
& TRIM HEDGES

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483
HANDYMAN

Junk & Rubbish

R&N Carpentry

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates

Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

7 DAYS A WEEK

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

Nothing is too
small to know,
and nothing too
big to attempt.

703-296-6409

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
•Removal •Yard Clearing
•Hauling •Tree Work

SHILLING SERVICES

-William Van Horne

Roofing, Siding, Windows, Decks
Fences, Drywall, Painting, Framing
Additions, Air Duct Cleaning,
Foreclosure Clean ups
Dryer Vent Cleaning Power Washing
Chimney Cleaning
Exhaust Vent Cleaning

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTING

ROOFING

PATRIOT Falcon Roofing
PAINTING
Roofing &
www.PatriotPainting.net
Siding

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,
Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting
Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins.
Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883
TREE SERVICE
Brush & Yard Debris
Trimming & Topping
Gutters & Hauling
Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

(All Types)
Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters
Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375
falconroofing.com

The biggest
things are
always the
easiest to do
because there is
no competition.
-William Van Horne

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

FREE ESTIMATES

703-675-1069
M. C. Lynch

703-863-7465

Home Improvement

LICENSED

Family Owned & Opererated

Serving All of N. Virginia

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,
Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S Services

703-266-1233

LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

!
d
n
i
M
f
o
Peace

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

703-863-7465 ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

LAWN MOWING

No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-489-3534 • 703-407-5091

Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry
Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning
Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios
HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

A&S
LANDSCAPING

ANGEL’S

Affordable Handyman
& Lawn Service

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial
Specializing in:

NOVA

703-360-4364
703-304-4798 cell

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction
Debris • Mulch &
Spring Clean Up
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

AL’S HAULING

HANDYMAN

You break it, we fix it
You grow it, we cut it

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

HAULING

CONCRETE

Patios - Sidewalks
Retaining Walls
Driveways
Flagstone
Pavers

PINNACLE SERVICES,

We Accept VISA/MC

703-987-5096

Concrete Done Right!

HAULING

GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE
FREE EST

703-441-8811

CONTRACTORS.com

GUTTER
•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING
703-802-0483

Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.
INSURED

caremorecleaning.com

CONCRETE

703-917-6400

M

MASONRY

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MASONRY

BRICK AND STONE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS
www.exteriormedics.com
703-942-6553

Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed
MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN
Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,
& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured
• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com

M
ITIONS
PRINT ED

Phone 703-496-7491
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Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman
703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports
West Potomac Basketball Having Fun
Wolverines have
strong turnout
for summer camp,
success in summer
league.
Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

By Jon Roetman
The Gazette

fter seven seasons as an assistant basketball coach at
West Springfield, David
Houston III felt he was experienced in dealing with summer
camps. So when Houston took the
head coaching position at West
Potomac in 2004, he decided to start
a summer camp following his first season with the Wolverines.
Things didn’t go as planned.
“I came from West Springfield,
where we had established summer

A

Campers participate at the West Potomac summer basketball camp.
kids. I think it was co-ed, too, so 27 boys
and girls.”
Things have changed for Houston, who

“I have 14 counselors working and all of them are
either former or current players and every one of
them was a camper. I kind of look at it like they’re
home grown — we’re growing our own.”
— West Potomac boys basketball coach David Houston III
camps,” Houston said. “We were having between 75 and 100 pretty much
every year. When I came [to West
Potomac], I did the same type of advertisement, but the program was different.
“Our first year (2005) we had 27

said he used social media such as Facebook,
among other methods, to help better promote the camp. Attendance was in the triple
digits this year, Houston said, including one
session that reached 135 campers.
To help familiarize young athletes with
the West Potomac program, Houston has

Former Wolverines Shawn Lee, left,
and DeAndre Essex speak during
the West Potomac summer basketball camp.

current and former Wolverines work as
camp counselors.
“I have 14 counselors working and all of
them are either former or current players
and every one of them was a camper,” Houston said. “I kind of look at it like they’re
home grown — we’re growing our own. It’s
kind of like our farm system. … We’re giving the kids someone to look up to.”
Of the 13 players on last year’s varsity
roster, 12 had attended the camp. Rising
junior Brandon Pressley, a guard on last
year’s varsity team, has seen the camp from
two perspectives.
“It’s kind of interesting to see how it’s different from being a camper, as I was last
year, to being a counselor this year,” Pressley
said. “I get to see how it feels to help out
with the kids in the camp.”
Rising senior Randall Brobbey is in his
second season as a camp counselor.

“From this year [to] last year, there’s been
a big improvement,” he said. “We’ve seen
more kids come out.”
Shawn Lee, a 2010 West Potomac graduate and a rising sophomore on the
Bridgewater College football team, said he
enjoys coming back to help with the camp.
“I like being involved a lot because I feel
like I can give back to each and every one
of the kids something that I’ve experienced,”
Lee said. “Every time I come back to this
camp, all the kids I can see have improved
a lot. I can see they have been working on
their game and the skill level is going up
every year.”
Along with strong turnouts at summer
camp, West Potomac has hosted its first
summer league. The Wolverines entered
action on July 26 with a 7-0 record.
“I’d like to say we’re 7-0 in January,”
Houston said. “That would be nice.”

from 7-11 years old. Extended hours from
1-4 p.m. are available as well. Cost is $160
per week for the morning session and $160
per week for extended hours. All camps are
held indoors in a climate-controlled facility, so parents have no need to worry about
security, excessive heat, bugs, or lack of cold
water and restroom facilities. Interested
parents can register online at
www.thestrikezoneacademy.com/clinics,
via telephone at 703-823-0061, or stop by
in person at 826 South Pickett Street, near
the intersections of South Pickett and South
Van Dorn Streets.

and spring 2012 seasons. The Rockville
Express of the Cal Ripken League plays
their home games at MC Rockville. Contact coach Rick Price at 240-447-6948
for more information.

Sports Briefs

Fort Hunt
Coaches Needed
The Fort Hunt Football and
Cheerleading Program is looking for
coaches for football, flag football and
cheerleading. No experience necessary.
Becoming a volunteer coach is an opportunity to give back to the community,
be a positive role model to many youngsters and do something for the greater
good. If interested, contact Tina
McCammon, assistant commissioner at
tina.mccammon@yahoo.com.

Fort Hunt Flag
Football Program
The Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Association will field a flag football program for

boys and girls ages 5 and 6 (as of Aug. 1,
2011) this year. Registration is open until
goals of 64 players and 10 on a waiting list
are met (waiting list players if not selected
to teams will receive full refunds). Practices
begin on Aug. 8 and will run from 5-6 p.m.
Regular season games will start Sept. 17 and
run through Oct. 8. Playoff games will be
held Oct. 15 and the championship game is
Oct. 22. Cost is $100 per player. Visit the
FHYAA Website, fhyaa.org, to register.

Summer
Baseball Camps
The StrikeZone Academy, an indoor baseball training facility located in Alexandria,
is offering week-long summer baseball
camps for the weeks of Aug 1, Aug. 15 and
Aug. 29. Camps run from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Monday-Friday. The target age group is
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Legion Baseball
Players Wanted
The Montgomery College Rockville baseball team is looking for American Legion or
showcase-quality players for the fall 2011

Sports Updates
On Twitter
Follow sports editor Jon Roetman on
Twitter at @jonroetman for sports updates around Northern Virginia and
Montgomery County, Md.

Senior Olympics
Registration is open for the 2011
Northern Virginia Senior Olympics,
which will take place Sept. 17-28. Participants can register online by going to
nvso.us.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion

Largest of Its Species
A massive, gnarled Osage orange tree (Maclura
pomifera) at River Farm, the headquarters of the
American Horticultural Society in Alexandria, has
officially been recognized as the largest tree of its
species in the United States by the 2011 National
Register of Big Trees. The previous record-holder
was an Osage orange growing at Red Hill, Patrick
Henry’s home in Brookneal, Va.

Letters
From Page 19
ment of the street renaming
project, and (2) the subdivision
was entirely by-right requiring no
public hearings or community approval. I wrote him directly to tell
him that his actions were dishonest and disreputable.
Contrary to Mr. Lehner’s insinuation in his Gazette letter, the
motivation for which is quite clear,
I have consistently supported enforcement of the County’s leash
law at Westgrove Park until the offleash dog area is established there.
His false accusation, supported by
unnamed sources, smacks of
McCarthyism.
Mr. Lehner thinks it is funny that
I believe the only thing more unsafe than riding a bicycle with a
dog running ahead off leash is
riding a bicycle with the dog running alongside on leash. If his
leash gets tangled up in the pedals of his bicycle and causes the
bicycle to fall on his dog Max and

crush him, he will understand why
my comment is not funny. Quoting him: “If an activity is legal,
does that mean it is safe?” In the
case of riding a bicycle with a dog
running alongside on leash, the
answer is no.
I have nothing personal against
Tom Lehner — I don’t know him.
Apparently, as evidenced by the
incidents initiated by him against
me, as recounted above, he has
something personal against me.
Since I am unacquainted with him,
I don’t know why.
To me, he is just the guy whom I
have observed over 100 times going past my house on his bicycle
with his dog running ahead offleash. My sole interest is in protecting the safety of my community and of his own dog from his
irresponsible, illegal actions. Nothing more.
H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

UCM Seeks Donations for Students
UCM’s annual Back to School Program is undergoing changes
to make financial donations go further and reach more children. This year, UCM is not collecting school supplies, but rather
buying them at deep discounts — but the community’s help is
still needed with backpacks and monetary donations. Last year,
UCM supplied 800-plus children with the tools that they needed
to begin the school year on an equal footing with their classmates. This year, UCM’s goal is to raise $10,000 and fill 1,000
backpacks. School supplies will be distributed to students in
need on Aug. 25 and 26. Send donations to Attn: School Supplies, United Community Ministries, 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria, VA 22306.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...
Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

Mass Schedule

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”
Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772
CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888
CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343
CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404
CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…
703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…
703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370
CHURCHES—BRETHREN
GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

Weekdays

5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Sunday

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

703-953-2854

Saturday Evening

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
Sign Language Interpreter
2:00 pm (en Español)
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST
ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
MT. VERNON...703-768-2494
CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083
CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949
CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA
….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155
MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003
NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665
CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN
MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324
CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950
CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507
SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460
SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF
ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774
SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891
COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545
BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577
SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA CITADEL ....703-836-2427

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468
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