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Pet Almanac

Dogs, Cats and Other Furry Friends, Oh My!
Adoption counselors
help families
at animal shelter.
By Emily Nichols
The Almanac

f ever you are looking to add a new
furry friend to your family, the Montgomery County Humane Society
(MCHS) is the place to go.
With 3,000 animals adopted and approximately 1,200 lost and found reunions last
year, MCHS strives to offer multiple services
with the mission of rescuing animals and
placing them in safe and loving homes.
MCHS is known as an open admission shelter, meaning that they open their doors to
all animals, not only cats and dogs.
When a perspective owner comes into the
shelter to look for their potential pet, there
is an extensive process involved to ensure
the proper match for the animal and owner.
Adoption counselors, on site at the shelter,
match the interest and the lifestyle of the
family with the animal’s personality. Their
job is to understand who is in the family,
both humans and current furry family members.

I

ADOPTION IS made to the adult of the
family, not the child. Adoption counselor
Adelaide De F. Soares, M.S., suggests that

the best starter pet for children is an animal with a small lifestyle — a
pocket
pet. She suggests a gerbil or
something of that size so that
the child learns about being
responsible for a living
thing.
When families adopt
cats and dogs, adoption
counselors at MCHS like
Soares meets with the
children of the family
both around the animal and without the
animal to see how
the children behave. The
counselors need to make sure that
the children understand that they need to
respect the animal.
In addition, the adoption counselors edu-

cate the families on the importance of
unpredictability with stray animals. With
adopting strays no one has an idea how they
will act because of the mistreatment that they faced
prior to coming to the
shelter and
b e i n g
adopted.
Adoption counselors focus on
coaching potential and new owners on minimizing
risk by exposing
the possibilities.
They are told to
count on
things that are totally
unpredictable, to become at ease, be

prepared to prevent; prevention is very
subtle.
Owners are also told not to believe that
the animal will not escape until they feel at
home; the time the animal takes to adjust
varies.
WHEN THE ANIMALS come in, local veterinarians offer their time to perform
needed medical procedures as well as spaying and neutering the animals. In addition,
the shelter provides micro chipping, rabies
clinics, as well as pet licensing.
Once the animal is adopted, free behavioral advice is offered by specialists who
donate their time to the shelter. A board
certified feline specialist gives advice and
answers questions for new cat owners.
There are different workshops for dog own
See Helping, Page 7

Readers’ Pets

Lucky & Rusty Hoover are very
extraordinary cats. Lucky escaped
from her wild mother in the hills
near Grantsville, Pa. and found on
a kayaking trip 14 years ago. Rusty
was found in the Montgomery
County Animal Shelter shortly
thereafter. They are best friends of
each other and of their human,
Barbara. They take walks and
come to a whistle. This picture is
deceptive because what is really
happening, is that Rusty is about
to “clean” Lucky’s head, which will
eventually end up in biting, playing and chasing. I threw a stone
into the bushes which made them
both look up to capture this great
portrait of them.
— Barbara Hoover

Elizabeth Egger of Potomac and
friend Claudia Cutler of McLean
serve as a pillow for Butters, an 8week-old retriever mix adopted
from Mutts Matter Rescue.
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Jesse Jane, an 11-year-old lab, was
a good sport about the new addition to the Egger family in
Potomac. Butters, a retriever mix,
was adopted from Mutts Matter
Rescue.

Holden, 10, and Blake, 15 1/
2, are roused from a harmonious nap in folded laundry.
— Emma Dixon

Stella, a Percheron Thoroughbredcross, says hello to Leslie Ellen
Moore (seated) and Ken Moore
(standing) at Seneca Valley Pony
Club horse trials in June 2011.
Stella belongs to Emma Dixon, of
Potomac, mounted.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren
703-778-9415 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com
See www.potomacalmanac.com
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From hopelessness …

field notes

To happily ever after

By Carole Dell
The Almanac

ach morning, I start
the day with
sadness. As
a board member of
PetConnect Rescue of
Carole Dell
Potomac, a non-profit
dog and cat rescue organization, I and
other volunteers open our emails to find
a rolling marquee of headlines, not for
some glittering event, but headlines in
the form of emails from high-kill animal
shelters shouting for help from their
subject lines.
They are pleading, often in bold
ingenious ways, to get our attention.
Subject: “78 DOGS TO BE GASSED
TONIGHT, PLEASE HELP JUST ONE.”
The hastily taken snapshots of the
abandoned dogs and cats add a surreal,
gut-wrenching quality that is impossible
to ignore. These shelter workers are
desperate to bring attention to the plight
of the hundreds of abandoned pets that
face euthanasia if they
Notes from are not spoken for,
quickly.
The Field
So, the frightened
faces shown here are for everyone to see
what we see. Pets behind bars, not their
fault, but still, they stare out at us, their
days measured because the countdown
has already begun. That is the every day
decision volunteers need to make and
that is the sad side of rescue.

E

AS FOR THE HAPPY SIDE, for the
lucky ones, for those pets who have been
rescued as a result of such emails and
pleas, it is an end and a beginning,
because those photos, once uploaded,
spoke to someone.
That someone was a volunteer ready to
open his or her home — willing to find
foster care and able to spend hours
phoning and visiting the homes of
possible adopters. Their efforts catapult
the lucky ones into bliss status: life in a
loving, permanent environment. The rest
of the photos are a “happily ever after”
collage of those we rescued, their
tongues lolling in that smiley state of
bliss they are entitled to.
These are the ones who’ve made it out
of their personal hell because of a
volunteer they never knew and then
trotted trustingly into a new life, only
because of that volunteer, whom, very
often after, they never forget.
Consider adopting a dog or cat next
time, you will be rewarded every day.
To volunteer, to make a donation, or
find a future furry friend please visit our
website: www.petconnectrescue.org
For YouTube watchers: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hm2ALUjBI.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Entertainment
To have community events listed free in
The Potomac Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call 703-778-9412.

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY
Free Live Music. At the Beer Garden at
Old Angler’s Inn Restaurant all
summer long. At 10801 MacArthur
Blvd., Potomac. Call 301-299-9097.

NOW THROUGH AUG. 14
“The Wind in the Willows.” It’s
“COPS” for Kids at Imagination Stage.
For ages 4 and up. Based on the book
by Kenneth Grahame. Tuesdays
through Fridays at 10:30 a.m.;
Additional weekday 1:30 p.m.
matinees on July 13, 20, 27 and Aug.
3; Saturdays and Sundays at 1:30 p.m.
and 4 p.m. Tickets are $10 to $22 and
may be purchased at HYPERLINK
http://www.imaginationstage.org
www.imaginationstage.org or at 301280-1660. At 4908 Auburn Ave.,
Bethesda. Visit
www.imaginationstage.org.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
Oli Brown Band. 7 p.m., Gudelsky
Concert Gazebo. Nineteen year old
guitar phenom Oli Brown, the 2010
British Blues Awards Male Vocalist of
the Year and Young Artist of the Year.
At 10701 Rockville Pike, North
Bethesda. Call 301-581-5100 or
www.strathmore.org.
Family Fun Night. 6:30 – 8 p.m. Come
to Har Shalom for an evening of family
fun and learning. A great introduction
to the religious school. Open to the
community. Invite friends and
neighbors. No fee. Hebrew fun games
and make Hebrew name necklaces. At
11510 Falls Road, Potomac. Email
Rabbi Deborah Cohen at HYPERLINK
mailto:rabbicohen@harshalom.org
rabbicohen@harshalom.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 28
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9 to
11:30 p.m. Admission is $8. With DJ
Mike Marcotte and Guests. Slow blues
lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m. Dancing
from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
HYPERLINK http://
www.CapitalBlues.org
www.CapitalBlues.org.
Barynya. 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.,
Strathmore Backyard Theater Stage.
This internationally-acclaimed Russian
dance ensemble brings the whimsy and
wonder of Russian folk and fairytales
straight to Strathmore’s backyard. At
10701 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Call 301-581-5100 or HYPERLINK
http://www.strathmore.org
www.strathmore.org.

Band. Drop-in beginner swing lesson
from 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing from 9 p.m.
to midnight. At the Spanish Ballroom
at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd., Glen Echo.

rabbicohen@harshalom.org

THURSDAY/AUG. 18
Slow Blues and Swing Dance.
Admission is $8. With DJ Mike
Marcotte and Guests. Slow Blues
Lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m.; dancing
from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

JULY 31 TO AUG. 1
“Kiss Me Kate” Auditions. Sunday,
July 31 from 2 to 4 p.m.; Monday,
Aug. 1 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Callbacks
are Wednesday, Aug. 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Held at Meadow Hall Elementary
School, 951 Twinbrook Parkway,
Rockville.

TUESDAY/AUG. 2
SUNDAY/AUG. 21

Gillian Welch Performs. 8 p.m. Will
perform songs from her new CD The
Harrow & The Harvest. Tickets are
$29.70. At the Music Center at
Strathmore. Call 301- 581-5100 or visit
HYPERLINK http://
www.strathmore.org
www.strathmore.org.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 3
Edwin Ortiz Y Su Orquesta La
Romana. 7 p.m., Gudelsky Concert
Gazebo. After 20 years experience in
the D.C. salsa scene, Edwin Ortiz and
his Orquesta La Romana know how to
get a crowd dancing to an addictive
beat. The salsa dura offers hardcharging percussive rhythms and
vibrant musical energy. At 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda. Call
301-581-5100 or HYPERLINK http://
www.strathmore.org
www.strathmore.org.

THURSDAY/AUG. 4
Slow Blues and Swing Dance.
Admission is $8. With DJ Mike
Marcotte and Guests. Slow Blues
Lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m.; dancing
from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.

SUNDAY/AUG. 7
Waltz Dance. 3:30 to 6 p.m. Admission
is $10. Waltz workshop 2:45 to 3:30
p.m.; dancing 3:30 to 6 p.m. With the
band, Green Light Karma. At the
Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo Park.
Call Joan Koury at 202-238-0230 or
Glen Echo Park at 301-634-2222.
Wilderness 101: Outdoor
Preparedness. 9:30 a.m. to noon.
Potomac Conservancy and The Center
for Wilderness Safety invite all outdoor
enthusiasts to join them for a free halfday outdoor safety seminar. Topics will
include: lightning safety, heat illness,
ticks, first aid kits, and more. Meets at
River Center at Lock 8, 7906 Riverside
Drive, Cabin John. Visit HYPERLINK
http://www.potomac.org/site/rivercenter-events/index.php
www.potomac.org/site/river-centerevents/index.php.

SATURDAY/JULY 30

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 10

Swing Dancing. 9 p.m. to midnight.
Admission is $15. With the Toast Big

Red Baraat. 7 p.m., Gudelsky Concert
Gazebo. Baraat is Hindi for a marriage

SATURDAY/AUG. 6
Kiln Club Annual Clearance. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Some 26 potters will be clearing
out their studios, with ceramics sold as low as $5. At Bethesda Elementary,
7600 Arlington Road, Bethesda. Visit www.kilnclubwdc.com.
procession and the joyous dancing and
singing that ensues. Hear the infectious
North Indian rhythm Bhangra meet the
sound of a funky brass band, complete
with a dhol, drumset, percussion,
sousaphone and horns in a tantalizing
mix of fresh originals and Bollywood
favorites. At 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Call 301-581-5100 or
www.strathmore.org.

THURSDAY/AUG. 11
Slow Blues and Swing Dance.
Admission is $8. With DJ Mike
Marcotte and Guests. Slow Blues
Lesson from 8:15 to 9 p.m.; dancing
from 9 to 11:30 p.m. At the Back
Room at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Donna Barker at 301-634-2231 or go
to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org.
Summer Concert Series: “U.S. Navy
Band Cruisers.” 7:30 p.m. Free.
Enjoy free music in the Park during the
Summer Concert Series in the Bumper
Car Pavilion at Glen Echo Park. Call
301-634-2222.

FRIDAY/AUG. 12
Concert. 8 p.m. Sephardic, Ladino,
Judeo-Spanish songs featuring Dr.
Judith R. Cohen with Tamara Ilana
Cohen Adams. Vegetarian potluck 6:30
to 7:45 p.m. Donation of $20
requested. At the home of Jamie and
Betsy Platt of Potomac. Reservations
required. Call 301-717-4641 or
glen.echo@erols.com.
Swing Dance. 9 p.m. to midnight.
Admission is $15. Beginner swing
lesson from 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing from
9 p.m. to midnight. With the
Boilermaker Jazz Band. At the Bumper
Car Pavilion at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Contact
dbarker@glenechopark.org, call 301634-2231, or go to www.DanceDC.net.

SATURDAY/AUG. 13
Swing Dancing. 9 p.m. to midnight.
Admission is $20. With the Glen Miller
Orchestra. Drop-in beginner swing
lesson 8 to 9 p.m.; dancing 9 p.m. to
midnight. At the Spanish Ballroom at
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo.

SUNDAY/AUG. 14
Cajun and Zydeco Dance Party. 3 to
6 p.m. Admission is $15. Introductory
Cajun Lesson from 3 to 3:30 p.m.;
dancing from 3 to 6 p.m. With the
Acadien Cajun Band. At the Bumper
Car Pavilion at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Call
Michael Hart at 301-762-6730 or Glen
Echo Park at 301-634-2222.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 17

Beth Wood

Grace Pettis

TUESDAY/AUG. 9
Beth Wood and Grace Pettis Perform. 8 p.m. Tickets are $18/door; $15/advance. Americana singer-songwriters. At the
Unitarian Universalist Church, 100 Welsh Park Drive, Rockville. Visit www.FocusMusic.org. Contact David Spitzer at
focusrockville@earthlink.net or 301-275-7459.
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PJ Story Time. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Come
to Har Shalom for an evening of family
fun! Dress in your PJ’s and bring your
pillow. Hear a bed time story, do a
simple craft and of course, have some
milk & cookies. Open to all. Invite your
friends and neighbors! No fee. At
11510 Falls Road, Potomac. Email
Rabbi Deborah Cohen at HYPERLINK
mailto:rabbicohen@harshalom.org

Waltz Dance. 3:30 to 6 p.m.; Admission
is $10. With the band, Terpsichore.
Waltz workshop from 2:45 to 3:30
p.m.; dancing from 3:30 to 6 p.m. At
the Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Call Joan Koury at 202-238-0230
or Glen Echo Park at 301-634-2222.
Voices of the River: Potomac
Palette. 4 to 7 p.m. Come to an art
exhibit at the River Center, featuring
the work of local artists Adnan
Alsaffar, Mimi Betz, Nan Fuhrman, and
Hushang Tohidloo. Enjoy the beauty of
local landscapes on canvas while
listening to music by acclaimed
banjoist, Reed Martin. Meets at River
Center at Lock 8, 7906 Riverside Drive,
Cabin John. Visit www.potomac.org/
site/river-center-events/index.php.
Voices of the River: Reed Martin. 4 5 p.m. Reed Martin, winner of old-time
banjo contests for 30 years, will play a
very old claw-style banjo to the beat of
the river. Come enjoy an interactive
experience of storytelling and pictures
while listening to the tunes of the
banjo on the steps of the River Center.
Meets at River Center at Lock 8, 7906
Riverside Drive, Cabin John. Visit
www.potomac.org/site/river-centerevents/index.php.
Canal Stewards Cleanup. 2 to 4 p.m.
Help the Conservancy clean up and
beautify the land and water
surrounding Lock 8, and along miles 8
and 9 of the C&O Canal towpath.
Cleanup activities include picking up
trash, pruning vegetation along trails,
and repairing the towpath and trails.
Wear clothes that can get dirty. Meets
at River Center at Lock 8, 7906
Riverside Drive, Cabin John. Visit
www.potomac.org/site/river-centerevents/index.php.

TUESDAY/AUG. 23
The Squid Jiggers. 8 p.m. Tickets are
$18/door; $15/advance. The Squid
Jiggers are the Maine-based duo of
musician-entertainers Dave Rowe and
Troy R. Bennett, and they specialize in
songs of Ireland, Scotland, Atlantic
Canada, Maine and the sea. At the
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Rockville. Visit www.focusmusic.org.
Contact David Spitzer at
focusrockville@earthlink.net or 301275-7459.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 24
Ukefest 2011. Put Up Your Ukes. 7
p.m., Gudelsky Concert Gazebo.
Strathmore has a passion for the uke
— and has made the UkeFest an
annual occasion. Grammy winners
Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer highlight
the festival, bringing with them a
merry assortment of uke soloists and
uke bands including Gerald Ross,
Victoria Vox and the Sweater Set, plus
The Riders, The Piney Branch Kids
Ukulele Ensemble and the Washington
Ukulele Orchestra. At 10701 Rockville
Pike, North Bethesda. Call 301-5815100 or www.strathmore.org.
Family Fun Night. 6:30 – 8 p.m. Come
to Har Shalom for an evening of family
fun and learning. A great introduction
to the religious school. Open to the
community. Invite friends and
neighbors! No fee! Learn to make
challah and create a silk painted
challah cover. At 11510 Falls Road,
Potomac. Email Rabbi Deborah Cohen
at rabbicohen@harshalom.org
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Fine Arts
NOW THROUGH AUG. 23
“Joy of Color.” Presenting new artists
Tom Hlas and Gina Cochran in E9’s
Summer Exhibit. Also a rare and
permanent collection of well known
Iranian artists (selling artworks at
Christie’s auction house). RSVP via
email at 202-276-9419. At E9 Gallery
in Potomac. Visit http://
www.tomhlas.com/html/
paintings.html#

LET’S TALK
Real Estate

No Power? No Problem. Gas Logs on Sale for Immediate Installation
Call for Free In-Home Professional Estimate!

JULY 30-31
“Works of heART.” Pastel paintings
wild lives, land escapes, barn and back
yard animals by Joyce Turk. A
reception for the artist is Saturday,
July 30 from 5 to 7 p.m. At the Yellow
Barn Studio, Glen Echo Park. The
gallery is open Saturday and Sunday,
12-6 p.m. Contact the Yellow Barn
Gallery at 301-371-5593.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 16
Flora Photographica: A Study in
Contrast. Free. Large-format images
by photographers Robert Llewellyn
and Andrea Ottesen. On display at the
U.S. Botanic Garden Conservatory’s
East Gallery, 100 Maryland Ave., S.W.,
Washington. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. daily. Visit www.usbg.gov.

NOW THROUGH AUG. 14
Potomac resident Tory Cowles, the
Torpedo Factory Artist of the Year, solo
show, “Living LARGE”. Contemporary,
colorful paintings on a big scale fill the
Target Gallery in the Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria, Va., from
now through Aug. 14. See more of her
work in Studio 7, next to the Target
Gallery, or visit www.ToryCowles.com.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
“The Fifth Element: Stories in
Wearable Art” Exhibition.
Thursdays-Sundays, 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. in
the Popcorn Gallery. The Glen Echo
Park Partnership for Arts and Culture
and Silverworks present the exhibition
“The Fifth Element: Stories in
Wearable Art,” the artwork of
silversmith Blair Anderson. Visit
www.silverworksglenechopark.com or
call 301-634-5385.

NOW THROUGH JULY 31
“8 Pairs of Eyes.” Free. Featuring
photographers Wendy De Wolfe,
Stephen Gawarecki, Stuart Glickman,
Phil Napala, Rob Rudick, Bert
Shankman, Linda Silvers, and Michael
Tran. At the Dennis and Phillip Ratner
Museum, 10001 Old Georgetown
Road, Bethesda. Call 301-897-1518.

SEPT. 7 TO 26
Abstractions and Realism. Mixed
media featuring work by Chip Cecil,
Genna Gurvich, Pilar Jimenez, Donna
K. McGee, and Doug Moulden. Meet
the Artist’s Reception is Sunday, Sept.
11, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. At the
Dennis and Phillip Ratner Museum,
10001 Old Georgetown Road,
Bethesda. Call 301-897-1518.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

•Beautiful efficient Heat
by
Michael Matese

Ambience - It is
a Luxury Item
Perfectly stage your home with all
the modern luxury items and
you’ve got a great house to market. Perfectly stage your home
with all the modern luxury items
and give it ambience and you’ve
got a house on the market that’s
unbeatable.

10%*
8/6/11

PA

How do you achieve ambience,
that elusive ‘it’ factor? Appeal to
a buyer’s senses.
Scent - Vanilla and chocolate are
time tested fragrances that bring
the memories of the buyer to the
fore. Strategically place room
scents in every room to lead them
to the fact that they’re right
where they need to be.
Sound – Music playing almost subliminally will entice the buyer.
Subtle, timeless music that helps
the buyer relax and enjoy the tour
of the house will also give them a
feeling of your house being ‘home.’
Sight – The last thing you want
is for someone to walk in and feel
uncomfortable, so if it’s cold outside, the heat needs to be warm,
but not balmy. The opposite holds
true for heat. If it’s 102 in the
shade outside, the inside should be
an oasis of cool.
For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Long & Foster Realtors

301-806-6829
Mike@michaelmatese.com.
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Potomac REAL ESTATE

Photos by Deb Stevens/The Almanac

In June 2011, 52 Potomac homes sold
between $4,000,000-$472,000.

Sales in June $1.15 ~ $1.5 million

2 10109 Watts Mine Lane, Potomac —
$1,265,000

1

3

12420 Bacall Lane, Potomac — $1,280,000

10801 Boswell Lane, Potomac — $1,250,000
3

4
1

5

5

6

12035 Great Elm Drive, Potomac — $1,220,000
2

© Google Map data

Address ............................... BR . FB HB ... Postal City ...... Sold Price .... Type ............ Lot AC ........ Subdivision ........ Date Sold

1 12420 BACALL LN ................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,280,000 .... Detached ......... 2.19 ... STONEY CREEK ESTATES ... 06/02/11
2 10109 WATTS MINE LN .......... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,265,000 .... Detached ......... 0.25 ................ AVENEL ................ 06/30/11
3 10801 BOSWELL LN ............... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,250,000 .... Detached ......... 1.04 ......... POTOMAC GLEN ......... 06/30/11
4 14025 GORKY DR ................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,225,000 .... Detached ......... 2.13 ........ ESWORTHY PARK ........ 06/21/11
5 12035 GREAT ELM DR ............ 4 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,220,000 .... Detached ......... 2.12 . GREAT ELM FARM ESTATES . 06/30/11
6

9805 Clagett Farm Drive, Potomac — $1,190,000

6 9805 CLAGETT FARM DR ........ 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... POTOMAC ....... $1,190,000 .... Detached ......... 0.24 .......... CLAGETT FARM .......... 06/03/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com
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Helping with Animal Adoptions
From Page 2
ers offered by Your
Dog’s
Friend
in
Potomac, a non-profit
organization
that
strives to educate dog
owners. Your Dog’s
Friend offers workshops as well as training classes and advice.
To learn more about
Your Dog’s Friend, visit
www.yourdogsfriend.info.
SINCE NOT all animals can handle shelter life, MCHS has a foster program where people can save animals without adopting them. Fostering animals allows the animal to
become nurtured in a home until a family is matched
to adopt the animal. This helps MCHS to identify an
animal’s personality based on what the foster sees in
the home environment. MCHS is always in need of
fosters.
“When you adopt or foster a pet from the shelter,
you’re not only giving a homeless animal a second
chance, you’re also setting an example for family and

friends,” said B J Altschul, director of external relations for
MCHS. “The choices you make
show that animals are important in our lives and we can
make a difference to help them
right now.”
Volunteers of the shelter can
play many roles: dog walkers,
cat socializers, office workers,
event workers and weekday
educators. Pet supply donations are always welcomed.
Food, blanket and toy donation are also encouraged, any
donator can come to the shelter and drop it off.
Being an open admission shelter, MCHS implemented an extensive rescue partnership program
with numerous organizations specializing in different types of animals. If an animal came into the shelter that is popular in another organization, the animal will be transferred. MCHS has made arrangements that resulted in about 200 rescues.
If interested in opening up a home or in volunteering, visit the Montgomery County Humane Society at www.mchumane.org.

OPEN HOUSES
IN POTOMAC • JULY 30 & 31

11416 Saddleview Place, North Potomac 20878
$589,000 • Open Sunday 12-3 p.m. • Delia Stein,
Re/Max Pros, 301-916-1400
When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Pets of the Week
Partnership for Animal Welfare (PAW) is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit group. To adopt an animal, volunteer or make a taxdeductible donation, visit www.paw-rescue.org, call 301-572-4729 or write to PAW, P.O. Box 1074, Greenbelt, MD 20768.

Potomac (20854)
12527 Grey Fox Ln......................$1,299,000............Sun 1-4........Val Puddington ............Coldwell Banker..301-921-1040
11409 Falls..................................$1,699,000............Sun 1-4.....Norman Domingo..................XRealtyNET..888-838-9044
11308 Gainsborough Rd................$690,000..........Sun 12-4........Angel Viladegut..................Elite Homes..301-563-9828
7809 Pearson Knoll.....................$1,250,000............Sun 1-4..Georgette Hoponick.......................Weichert..240-462-0521
11211 River View Dr...................$1,729,900............Sun 1-4.........Leslie Friedson..............Long & Foster..301-455-4506
10633 Willowbrook Dr................$1,599,900....Sat-Wed 1-4.....Autumn Ambrose........Potomac Heritage ..240-453-9444

North Potomac (20878)
11416 Saddleview Pl......................$589,000...........Sat 12-3................Delia Stein.................Re/Max Pros..301-916-1400

Rockville (20850, 20852)
Brownie (Cat)- Male, 2 1/2 years, neutered, DSH Tabby
cat- Brownie and friends were saved from a house fire and
brought back to health by PAW. This handsome boy is very
affectionate, loves attention and has a zany playful side, too.
Brownie enjoys napping with people and would be an affectionate, social addition to a cat lover’s home.

Rita (Dog)- Female, 3 yrs., 67 lbs., spayed, Rottie mixLovely Rita lost her home due to a divorce but this great girl
is an easy keeper who’d fit easily into a new home. She loves
play, gives kisses, and has a submissive personality. Rita is just
the girl for a family or for a single adopter who would blossom with love.

502 King Farm Blvd #305...............$339,000..Sun 1:30-3:30........Gisela Goldberg................Fairfax Realty..301-881-9800
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2202..$534,790...........Sat 11-6...............Bob Lucido.........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2236..$464,495...........Sat 11-6...............Bob Lucido.........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2528..$399,620...........Sat 11-6...............Bob Lucido.........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11750 Old Georgetown Rd #2208..$328,720...........Sat 11-6...............Bob Lucido.........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11800 Old Georgetown Rd #1114..$449,690...........Sat 11-6...............Bob Lucido.........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
11800 Old Georgetown Rd #1325..$423,995...........Sat 11-6...............Bob Lucido.........................Toll MD..410-979-6024
10557 Tuckerman Heights Cir........$769,000............Sun 1-4.............Susan Luger.......................Weichert..301-468-1600
10101 Grosvenor Pl #320..............$309,500............Sun 2-5.......Kimberly Sherrill........Re/Max Allegiance..301-237-8323
12920 Circle Dr...........................$1,095,000............Sun 1-4.......Charles Bressler............Coldwell Banker..301-718-0010
631 Grand Champion ....................$535,000............Sun 1-4.......Charles Bressler............Coldwell Banker..301-718-0010
11430 Strand, #214........................$399,000............Sun 2-4............David Keeney..Washington Fine Prop..301-928-3310
15 Monterra Ct............................$1,099,000............Sun 1-4.........Leslie Friedson..............Long & Foster..301-455-4506

Bevy (Dog)- Female, 2 yrs., 54 lbs., spayed, Shepherd/
Boxer mix. Bevy is a terrific girl that is good with kids and well
behaved. She’s affectionate, gets along with other dogs and
rides well in autos. Playful Bevy would love a home with
people she can smooch and a yard to run in but without cats.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Osa (Dog)- Female, 10 mo., 34 lbs., spayed, Husky mix.
Osa is a gorgeous, affectionate girl with two different colored
eyes. She adores people of all sizes, walks, cars and will “talk”
to you when excited. Lovely Osa gets along with other dogs
and would make a great addition to a dog-loving family.

For an Open House Listing Form,
call Deb Funk at 703-778-9444 or e-mail
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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Getting Around

They Could Have Danced All Night
By Cissy Finley Grant
The Almanac

t was easy to forget the plus 90 degree heat when friends and family,
ranging from toddlers to nonagenarians, gathered to celebrate Vicki and
Skip Crawford’s wedding anniversary under a huge white tent. Just a quick glance
across the upper Montgomery County rolling countryside where cattle roamed the
sprawling fields, or the white board fence
within inches of the tent’s circumference
where friendly horses poked their noses
across for a pat, was enough to dispel any
thoughts of discomfort from the sweltering
weather.
“One week ago tonight it was the most
beautiful, cool evening,” recalled host Skip
Crawford. His bride of 45 years, Victoria
Weller Crawford, agreed. Apparently, very
few of the invitees never considered trading this bucolic opportunity for the cooler
surroundings of their air-conditioned
homes. “About 200 accepted. It’s hard to
count, but it’s a pretty big crowd,” Skip surmised.
It was not only a “big crowd,” it was a
lively one at the 7 p.m., July 23, gathering.
Some even partook of the music on the
dance floor. But, for the most part it was
wining, dining and conversational exchange. The latter naturally included the
news of Raymond Poole’s death. The very
popular former proprietor of the River Road
“Poole’s Store” for many years died July 21.
Many at the anniversary celebration had not
heard the news.
Certainly, horse talk would dominate a
crowd where so many Potomac Hunt members were included and where jtMFH’s, Vicki
and Skip, and their neighbor, jtMFH Peter
Hitchen, were part of the “fixture.” But it
wasn’t all hunt related. Gordy Keys, who
came up from his Middleburg home, had a
horse running at Charlestown the following day. His 3 year old, “I’m A Terp,” was
entered in the last race.
Donna Miller, the Crawford’s next door
(farm) neighbor, said she will have four
horses ready to start in the near future.
Donna, daughter-in-law of the late Carey

I

Irving “Skip” Crawford
and Victoria “Vicki”
Weller Crawford were
toasted on their 45th
anniversary at a party
they hosted at their
“Hunter’s Trap Farm.”
The Crawfords are
jtMFH’s Potomac Hunt.
Gordon Keys (left) Joe Richards and Randy Rouse (right)
swap stories with their hostess Vicki Crawford. No
doubt, the stories were horse related with these veteran
fox hunters.
and Jack Miller, took over the racing program for Carey several years ago.
It wasn’t horse talk Denise Reed imparted.
She and husband, Rex, had just returned
from Ocean City. “We went down to visit
my cousin from Ireland, working here for
the summer,” Denise said. Claire O’Brien, a
redhead, freckled Irish lass from County
Limerick was a recipient of Denise’s words
of wisdom. “Watch out for the boys and the
sun,” she told the 20-year-old University of
Dublin senior.
Denise was one of the lucky ones who
witnessed “Napoleon” extinguish one of the
numerous tiki torches surrounding the tent.
Stretching his long neck across the fence to
investigate the flame, “Napoleon’s” equine
snort made short order of the light. His
owner, Bonnie Feld, was among the guests
in the crowd. She adopted the former circus horse who now resides at the Crawford’s
Barnesville farm.
Dispelling much heat discomfort under
the tent were huge fans accommodating
those who cared naught about their party
coif. This included Devereaux Raskauskas
who arrived with a right-out-of-the-oven,
homemade, Paula Dean pound cake. “Vicki
loves this cake,” she said, while standing
with her back to a fan, her hair blowing in
all directions. With the abundance of party
victuals and two anniversary cakes, com-

Enjoying a family confab, Austin Kiplinger
(standing) talks with his daughter-in-law,
Ann, while son, Knight, gets a laugh out of
the conversation.
8 ❖ Potomac Almanac ❖ July 27- August 2, 2011

plete with the couple’s portraits embedded
in the icing, it’s a sure bet this cake will be
saved for a later date.
In addition to buffet tables laden with
meats and salads, appetizers of scrumptious, miniature lamb chops and shot
glasses of ice cold gazpacho completed the
menu; Geppetos of Bethesda supplied for
the party.
The Crawford’s grandchildren, Vivian and
Graeme, there with their parents Camille
and Fritz Finley, kept themselves cool with
the help of two battery-operated personal
misting fans, gifts brought to the Crawfords
by Karen O’Shaughnessy. Other family
members included Vicki’s brother Rick
Weller and his wife, Joan, their daughters,
Sharon and Lauren, who came down from
New York for the party, and cousins Brenda
and Weller Meyer.
And, then there were those of Potomac
longevity who recalled attending the nuptials 45 years ago to the day. Austin
Kiplinger numbered among them as did
Elaine Kay and her daughters “Teddy”
Norman and “Junior” Magassy, Carolyn and
Carl Reed, Lutie and Harry Semmes, Jr., Sue
Ewald, Laurana Reed, Sara Lee Greenhalgh
and two of the groomsmen, Weller Meyer
and Rick Weller. “I was a bridesmaid, ‘Junior’” Kay Magassy said.
The 1966 wedding took place at Our Lady

Just a little closer and this uninvited guest
would have a floral dessert. Dr. Liz Reese
makes the offer while Carol Nair and her
husband, Doug (hidden) encourage the intruder.

Photos by Cissy Finley Grant

Keeping cool, Devereaux
Raskauskas found an
open spot in front of one
of the huge ground fans
the Crawfords installed
in the tent used for their
45th anniversary party
on July 23.

of Mercy Church, Potomac, followed by the
reception at the Weller’s “Hunter’s Trap
Farm” on Stoney Creek Road, Potomac.
As the evening wore on to near midnight,
heat and humidity played second fiddle to
the music. Knight Kiplinger’s shirt was
soaked as he and wife, Ann, finally called it
quits to dancing. But others including Sara
Lee Greenhalgh, Jean Findlay, Dr. Liz Reese
and husband John Kean, Kaja and Bubba
Farnsworth, Sara and Dan Maley, he the
new professional whipper-in for Potomac
Hunt, Leonard Proctor and “Hunter’s Trap
Farm” management team Brittany
Freibrandt, Sindi Chapman and Hannah
Whalen were among those dancing on ‘til
midnight.
A history note on “Hunter’s Trap Farm.”
The name originated on Stoney Creek Road,
Potomac, where Vicki’s parents, Amelita and
Frank Weller, bought property in the early
’60s. A close friend of Frank’s, Wilbur
Garrett, would join him for bird hunting in
the area. On occasion, several men would
gather on mornings to go out shooting, but
would pause to “warm up” before the fireplace. Following a number of these pre-hunt
gatherings where they lingered a bit too
long “warming up,” Garrett rose and, according to Vicki Weller Crawford’s recollection, faced her father and announced,
“Frank, this place is nothing but a hunter’s
trap!”
“That’s how the farm got the name and
when the property was sold, and was to be
divided, Skip and I took the name with us,”
Vicki related.

Elaine Kay (center) and her daughters Teddy Norman
and “Junior” Magassy were among the many Potomac
families who were in attendance at the WellerCrawford wedding in 1966 at Our Lady of Mercy
Church. “Junior” Magassy was a bridesmaid.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion

What’s Your Advice?
Be part of the Almanac Insiders edition.
he Almanac staff and
interns are already
preparing the annual
newcomers and community guide. We invite our readers to help with providing insiders’ advice and information.
Below are several suggested
questions, but we encourage you
to participate in any way.
We’ll print selections from the
answers along
your name.
Editorials with
Answer one question or all of
them; give as many answers as
you’d like to each question.
What “insider’s tip” about your
town would you share with a
friend? Places to go, things to do,
can’t-miss events, ideas on what
it means to live here.
What advice would you give
new residents on how to make
themselves at home and get involved here?
What tips do you have for someone new to your town? What interesting, almost secret, places
would you like to have learned
about earlier when you moved in?
We invite you to share the expertise you’ve gained in living in
your hometown with your neighbors and with people new to the
area.
Send us a short letter: what do
you love about your community?
Tell us about one special place
you’ve discovered. Does you family have different favorites in different seasons? How did you get
involved in your town? Share your
favorite park. Tell us about your
favorite annual event. Send us a
photo of your family at one of your
favorite spots or engaged in a favorite activity.
We also ask for input from local
arts organizations, civic organizations, houses of worship, clubs,
schools, businesses and other com-

T

munity institutions. Send us information on dates and details for
major events for the upcoming
year, information on how to get
involved in nonprofits and charities, details about your club or
other organization.
The Insiders Guide will publish
the last week in August. Send in
your tips and answers by Aug. 17
to
smauren@connection
newspapers.com.

Digital Editions,
Twitter
Be the first to read your hometown news. Sign up to get the digital replica of the Connection delivered to your email box every
week.
Anyone can sign up to receive
one or more editions of the Connection (McLean, Great Falls,
Vienna/Oakton, Reston, Oak Hill/
Herndon, Arlington, Springfield,
Burke, Fairfax, Fairfax Station/
Clifton/Lorton) including the Alexandria Gazette Packet, the
Mount Vernon Gazette, the Centre View and the Potomac Almanac.
Email your name, your snailmail address, email address and
the paper or papers you would like
to receive to GoingGreen@
connectionnewspapers.com. (We
will not sell or share your personal
information.)
We will email a digital replica
of the print edition directly to your
email box every week.
Looking for something a bit
more immediate?
Follow us on Facebook or Twitter. On Twitter: @ffxconnection,
@ m a r y k i m m ,
@Michaelleepope,@followfairfax,
@ c o n n e c t v i c t o r i a ,
@ A m c Ve i g h C o n n e c t ,
@jonroetman
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Cooling Off
Summer campers at WES (Washington Episcopal
School) cool off on a hot summer’s day at the
Bethesda Pool: From left, Nathaniel Bazemore,
Nathaniel Zola, and Aidan Armagh.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Four Time
Newspaper of the Year
An Award-winning Newspaper
in Writing, Photography, Editing,
Graphics and Design

Potomac Village Deli Catering
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

Home of Your
Corporate & Residential
Catering Headquarters
Serving the
Community
for over
35 Years
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Classified

Employment

Zone 5: Potomac
Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

Zone 5: Potomac
Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

TELEPHONE

26 Antiques

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME!

We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

JMT is seeking experienced Transportation Construction Inspectors to work on several highway
projects throughout VA, to fill positions of Senior
Inspector, Inspector and Inspector Trainee.

301-333-1900

☎☎

VDOT certifications required; DCR E&S Control, GRIT, Work Zone
Safety Intermediate, 10 Hour OSHA, Soils & Aggregate, Asphalt
Field, ACI, Concrete Field, Pavement Markings, Flagger and Nuclear
Safety required. Employment consideration still given for expired
certifications. VA PE a plus. MARTCP HMA a plus. Min. 3 years
Highway/Bridge Construction Inspection experience required.

Bonus Opportunity Available
See how bright your future can be and apply online at:
www.jmt.com
EOE/AA Employer

EDUCATION TRAINING

Pharmacy Technician Trainees
Needed Now!

☎☎

Now! Complete
Print Editions

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTORS
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Weekdays 9-4

Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

Pharmacies now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-877-240-4524

Home & Garden
potomacalmanac.com
CONTRACTORS.com
Zone 5: Potomac
Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

Mullaney Construction & Design
• Repairs from A to Z
• Remodeling/Addition
“I’m one owner who
still works with his tools”

301-253-6900
Bonded/Insured

Try a better way
to fill your
employment
openings

HANDYMAN

Hand and Hand
Handyman
General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial
Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry
Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning
Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios
HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409
LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

GARDENER
Energetic gardener,
Speaks French & English.
Fall Cleanup, weeding, planting, edging,
mulching, maintenance.
Excellent Potomac references.

301-980-8258

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!
Dental Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

MHIC#19315

HANDYMAN

CTO SCHEV

Rockville

5
Potomac

Dulles
Airport

1

Chevy
Bethesda Chase

Great
Falls

Reston

Oakton

6

Vienna

Medical Offices now hiring. No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.
1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

McLean

EMPLOYMENT

Arlington

4

Chantilly

MED BILL & CODING
Trainees NEEDED NOW

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ........................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

North
Potomac

Herndon

Washington,
D.C.

Centreville

Fairfax
North
Clifton

Burke
Historic
Clifton Fairfax Springfield
Station

3

2

Laurel
Hill

• Target your best job
candidates
where they live.
• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.
• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 .............................. Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................ Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 .................................... Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4 ...................................... Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413
Zone 1: The
The
Zone 2: The
The
The
The
Zone 3:
Zone 4:

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!
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M
ITIONS
PRINT ED

Zone 5:
Zone 6:

ZONES

Reston Connection
Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Springfield Connection
Burke Connection
Fairfax Connection
Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Centre View North
Centre View South
The Potomac Almanac
The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Clothes to a
Decision
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

To say that I have a tired wardrobe is an
affront to all wardrobes, tired or otherwise.
To say that my clothes could use a bit of an
update is a bit like saying Davy Crockett and
Jim Bowie were undermanned at The Alamo.
My lack of initiative with respect to such purchases has been a problem my entire life,
beginning with my involvement in the
“Husky” department at a very young age. It
was primarily my mother’s problem until I
left home to attend college. College presented its own unique set of circumstances
which prevented any significant clothing evolution (maturation?) – on my part. Marriage, a
few years later, further complicated these
clothing indecisions. Though I held fast and
firm to my lack-of-clothing instincts – and
deferred my purchases as much as possible,
eventually, there were fissures and newer
clothes occasionally were purchased, against
my worse judgment. However, my wardrobe
was never one to be proud of; it was – simply put, one that couldn’t be avoided, by my
wife, Dina, which of course presented all
kinds of discussions.
Time passed. Heck, decades passed; there
were some good clothing purchases and
some not so good. Generally speaking, it
wasn’t pretty. After so many years, it became
apparent – even to my wife, that perhaps she
didn’t have the proper training to deal with
my preference for “casual attire,” shall we
say. Juxtaposing the fact that she always
dressed nicely and appropriately for the
situation, my clothing appearance left a lot to
be desired, to put it kindly. To put it succinctly: it was atrocious. But I didn’t care too
much. I always rationalized that “It’s what’s
inside that counts.” I was never a clothesmake-the-man kind of person. I was more of
a clothes-cover-the-man kind of person.
Then two-and-a-half years ago, I was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer, “a terminal
disease,” according to my oncologist, if there
ever was one; rather convincingly when he
suggested that perhaps I should take that trip
I’ve always dreamed of taking. “WHAT!” At
that point, normal had left the building, and
whatever “normal” life I thought I had – good
or bad, was over and subject to major reevaluation. There was a new sheriff in town
and his name was cancer. Everything
changed, especially priorities. And new clothing was hardly a priority, and unlikely to
move up the list of things I now cared about,
given the seriousness of my diagnosis/ prognosis. And when I stopped working and
began chemotherapy the next week, followed soon thereafter by a deteriorating
physical condition, my house-bound status
didn’t seem to necessitate much of a clothing
upgrade.
Eventually I got off the couch and out of
the house and tried to resume/re-start a semi
normal life (the new “normal,” diagnosedwith-cancer normal). I happily wore what
clothes I had and didn’t concern myself – too
much, with my outward appearance, other
than always wearing a ball cap to cover my
bald head. More time passed and I lived (survived seems so negative) beyond the backend of my oncologist’s original prediction:
“two years.” Accordingly, Dina has started
suggesting that since I’m still alive, perhaps I
should buy some new clothes. After all, if I’ve
lived this long, maybe I’m going to live a little
bit longer, and dressing like I have a future
might help me in the present. A present
which I’m grateful to have and a future I
always hoped to see.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Sports
Patriots Hard at Work
Harvey Levine/The Almanac

Second-year coach
Tolliver requires
hustle to make roster.
By Jon Roetman
The Almanac

en Killion isn’t getting paid for his
summer work. However, the
Wootton rising senior is hoping
his sacrificed evenings and the
sweat dispensing from his 6-foot-6, 280pound frame will pay off in the form of a
successful 2011 season for the Patriots football program.
Killion, the Patriots’ left tackle, and 54 of
his teammates took part in offseason condition on the evening of July 25 at Wootton
High School. After back-to-back 2-8 seasons,
the Patriots are working toward re-establishing themselves as a contender. While
tryouts aren’t scheduled until Aug. 13, athletes were hard at work during a time when
the average teenager just wants to have fun.
“It’s tough,” Killion said of the dedication
needed to attend summer workouts. “I actually joke with all of my friends who have
summer jobs — I don’t have anything —
but they always say, ‘Football is your job.’
I’m out here every day. I know every day I
can’t do anything from 4 o’clock to 8 o’clock
because I have football.
“You can see all these guys out there;
they’re doing the exact same thing. It shows
a lot of dedication. It means a lot to us as a
senior class that we have all these guys coming out here every day. It’s not just the projected starters, it’s everybody.”
Second-year head coach Eddie Tolliver

Harvey Levine/The Almanac

B

Eddie Tolliver enters his second
season as Wootton head football
coach.
said the importance of offseason workouts
runs deeper than simply getting in shape.
Teammates build camaraderie while preparing for the season and senior leaders can
emerge and take charge. Killion, quarterback Chris Papadopolous, receiver Evan
Treworgy and safety Cornelius Waiman
were among the seniors Tolliver mentioned
as having stepped into a leadership role.
“If [seniors] can instill [a strong work
ethic] in the younger players, it makes the
whole program that much better,” Tolliver
said. “… There’s nothing like knowing that
the man next to you has your back and you
don’t have to worry about him not going
through with a block or standing there while

Left tackle Ben Killion, left, is one of several Wootton rising seniors
looked upon for leadership.
you’re making a tackle. To me, summer
workouts are more about team building and
bonding than they are about strength.”
This year, offseason workouts at Wootton
are preparation for attempting to earn roster spots that are, for the first time in years,
not guaranteed. Tolliver announced at last
season’s end-of-the-year banquet that he
would implement a cut policy, choosing not
to keep players who don’t hustle.
On Aug. 13, the first day of tryouts, the
Patriots will take part in offensive and defensive drills with four cameras filming,
Tolliver said. Coaches will review the film
and let players know what they need to
work on. Athletes will then have seven practices to earn a roster spot.
“I saw some things that happened [during] the [2010] year that really shouldn’t
happen: People not being focused on the
sideline [and] going through a practice with
that faux sense of paying attention and then
when you put them in a game, they’re asking teammates what to do,” Tolliver said.
“To an extent, I’m at fault for that. But also

I believe that if you really love this game,
you want to get better every day and do
everything necessary to do that. Not just as
an attention getter, but this is the hard line:
Either you’re going to do it or you’re not
and if you’re not, you’re not going to be
here. …
“I would take a lesser-talented guy who
was very coachable over a talented guy who
just wants to go though the motions because
he thinks he knows more. Kids won’t get
cut because they’re not up to par with the
football skills because that’s what two-adays and practice are all about. If that kid
is showing everything he needs to show and
coaches feel he’s a kid that’s on the rise,
those kids will make the team.”
The Patriots will have to wait until September to show whether offseason workouts and Tolliver’s approach will lead to victories. For now, the team is focused on improving.
“This is our last year to play football,”
Waiman, a senior, said. “We have to work
hard.”

Potomac Glen
Finding Success
On a hot Saturday morning in North
Potomac, the Gators arrived at Westleigh
Recreation Club full of enthusiasm and
ready to swim. Junior swimmer Todd
Erickson and his sister, super senior and
assistant coach, Jenny, along with head
coach Nathan Meadows led cheers after
a short warm up. Junior coach Nicole
Leung was everywhere making sure all
the young swimmers were in their lanes
on time and that the relays were set.
It was a great day for the Gators, who
won the meet and, for the first time in
their 12-year MCSL history, won a division title. The Gators started in MCSL in
2001 in “O” Division and rose steadily
through the league to “B” Division last
year. They have about 130 members this
year. Meadows has been their coach the
entire time, and until last year, Katie
Erickson was the A Rep. Sandy Tiberino
had huge shoes to fill following Katie,
but she has done a great job keeping the
team organized in her first year.
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Winning the divisional meet was a real
team effort, but there were stand-out efforts. Sammy Lee, third seed in 15-18 50
free improved his time by more than 1.5
seconds and won that event in a stunning
upset.
Michael Pratt dropped nearly 5 seconds
in 15-18 100 breast to tie for second. Rachel
Soberman and Alicia Tiberino won 15-18
100 breast and 50 fly as the favorites. Calvin
Tran, Lucky Sun, Brennan Novak, Kevin Gu,
Hannah Lee, Amy Zhou, and Connie Ho
were also strong in 13-14 girls and boys
action.
It has been a great season for the Gators,
who will be sending nine teams to All-Star
Relays. Seven-year-old Giulia Baroldi broke
a 10-year-old record in 8&U 25 free in the
last home dual meet.

Rugby Practices
Throughout the months of June and July,
Maryland Exiles Summer Youth Rugby will
be holding open practices for all children
interested in learning how to play rugby.
Experience is not required to join the team,
just an interest in the sport of rugby and a
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Sports Briefs

The Potomac Glen Gators’ coaches long course qualifiers: (front
row, from left): Kellie Zhang, Kevin Ho, Alexander Chung, (second
row) Amy Zhou, Alicia Tiberino, Kevin Gu, Brennan Novak, Matthew
Tiberino, (back row) head coach Nathan Meadows.
desire to be a part of the Maryland Exiles
teams.
Practices are on Tuesdays and Thursdays
for players ages 6-11 at 7 p.m. at
Timberlawn Park in Rockville. Practices for
children ages 12-17 are on Wednesdays,

also at 7 p.m. at Timberlawn Park. To get
to Timberlawn, turn west from Rockville
Pike on Tuckerman Lane and then turn right
on Gloxinia. The park is on the left. Anyone with questions can email Rob Skalka at
robertskalka@aol.com.
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