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George Lodge Karen McWilliams Glenn Feagans Bill DettyGray McBay Kari Govan

856 Sconset Lane, McLean $1,375,0001239 Daleview Drive, McLean $3,398,000

13124 Westbrook Drive, Fairfax $849,900

9029 Jackson Lane, Great Falls $625,000 5315 Connecticut Avenue NW #109, DC  $349,000 2919 Buchanan Street S #B2, Arlington $239,500

50 Windy Hollow Court, Great Falls $3,985,000 950 Towlston Road, McLean $2,195,000
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
wo people in western Fairfax County were
killed in floods that were the result of
more than 10 inches of rain that have
fallen over the past two days. Jack

Donaldson, 12, of Oakton and Arsalan Hakimi, 67,
were both caught in floodwaters in two separate in-
cidents, according to Fairfax County Police.

Donaldson was in his backyard at the 9700 block
of Marcliff Court in Vienna when he was reported
missing around 6 p.m. Thursday. His body was found
at around 8 p.m. in Piney Branch Creek off of Law-
yers Road.

Around 7 p.m. Thursday night, Hakimi was driv-
ing his Toyota Yaris on Beach Mill Road near
Club View Drive, which is northeast of River
Bend Country Club, when he apparently tried
to get out of his car and was swept away by
waters.

In Great Falls, bridges on Springvale Road,
Beach Mill Road, Walker Road and Leigh Mill Road
were all flooded over, and parts of Old Dominion
Road, Walker Road and Swinks Mill Road are still
closed due to damaged pavement.

Fairfax County Fire Chief Roland Mastin said Fri-
day that at times there was an enormous backlog of
calls for help in their queue while emergency per-
sonnel responded.

“We were inundated with flooding last night in this
county and the surrounding areas,” he said. “Our
resources were overtaxed, we had calls waiting for
units to be available to respond, we had close to 100
at one time. We’re very fortunate here in Fairfax, not
only to we have a career staff, but volunteers as an

extra contingent of well-trained personnel
that can step up at these times …We had
some very heroic rescues last evening.”

Frank Smith, Chief of the Great Falls Volunteer Fire
Department, said his personnel spent the entire night
responding to calls.

“At one point, we had 11 simultaneous rescues
going on,” Smith said. “We had a rescue where a
woman had fallen and was stuck in her basement as
it flooded.”

Master Police Officer Bill Murray of the Vienna
Police Department reported that in addition to the
usual fallen tree limbs, there was a partial building
collapse at 421 Church Street NE.

Two Die in Floods,
Some Roads Still Closed
Drownings occurred in
Oakton and Great Falls,
while several bridges in
Great Falls and McLean
remain washed out.

News
McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

See Under Water,  Page 7

Flooding

Hits

the Area

A photo of the McLean
Little League complex
as it flooded on Sept.
8. Patrick Dent is
standing in the water.

Hunter Mill Road between Vienna
and Reston the day after the storm.
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V
irginia Department of
Transportation crews
continue to assess road

and bridge damage in northern
Virginia from Tropical Storm
Lee, which destroyed three
bridges on secondary roads and
damaged pavement on dozens
of roads.

“Our initial assessment indi-
cates that there could be up to
$10 million in damages to
bridges and roads in Fairfax
County,” said Garrett Moore,
VDOT District Administrator for
northern Virginia. “We will
make repairs as quickly as pos-
sible. We could even see more
pavement and slope failures in
the coming days, in addition to
potholes.”

By the end of the weekend,
VDOT engineers completed as-
sessments on more than 200
bridges. Three bridges in
Fairfax County were destroyed
and will be replaced with tem-
porary structures:

❖ Lorton Road over Giles Run
will be temporarily replaced
within two months. The posted
detour route will be a little
more than eight miles long.
This road carries about 6,000
vehicles a day.

❖ Beach Mill Road over
Nichols Branch will be tempo-
rarily replaced within six
weeks. Beach Mill Road carries
about 1,700 vehicles a day. The
posted detour will be approxi-
mately six miles long.

❖ Towlston Road will be tem-
porarily replaced within six
weeks. This road carries about
350 vehicles a day, and the
posted detour will be approxi-
mately two and a half miles
long.

Plans were already underway
to permanently replace each
bridge that was damaged by the
flooding. Construction for the
permanent bridges on Beach
Mill Road and Towlston Road
is scheduled to begin in 2012,
and a Fairfax County project for
relocating Lorton Road, which
includes a new bridge over
Giles Run, is scheduled to be-
gin in 2013.

In addition to the three loca-
tions above, the following roads
are also reported closed as of
Monday morning, Sept. 12 (all
are in Fairfax County):

❖ Sunrise Valley Drive east-
bound between Glade Drive
and Mercator Drive

❖ Hillside Road (both direc-
tions) between Moverly Court
and Cameo Square

❖ Essex Avenue (both direc-
tions) at Middlesex Avenue

❖ Miller Road (both direc-
tions) at Westhurst Lane

❖ Hunter Mill Road (both di-
rections) between Crowell
Road and Chamberlain Drive

*Walker Road (both direc-
tions) between Colvin Run
Road and Walker Mill Road

For the most updated listing
of road conditions by county,
including major and secondary
road closures, call 511 or visit
www.511virginia.org and click
on Road Conditions. Northern
Virginia traffic information is
also available on Twitter
@511northernva.

To report road flooding, traf-
fic signal outages, or debris and
downed trees in roadways, con-
tact VDOT’s Customer Service
Center at 1-800-FOR-ROAD (1-
800-367-7623).

This bridge on Beach Mill Road will be temporarily
replaced within six weeks.

Roads, Bridges Damage
Could be $10 Million
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News

By Lori Baker

The Connection

O
n the eve of Patriot Day, the 10th anni-
versary of 9/11, veterans representing
all five military branches were regaled
with patriotic tunes by the McLean Or-

chestra. It was the second annual Musical Salute to
Our Military. The Orchestra brought the celebration
directly to the many veterans and guests at Vinson
Hall Retirement Community in McLean last Satur-
day night.

“This year we decided to take our music directly
to those that have so bravely and honorably served
in the U.S. military,” said Wayne Sharp, the Presi-
dent and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
McLean Orchestra. Vinson Hall was selected because
it is a retirement home for military veterans and their
families. “You’ve heard of meals on wheels”, said
Sharp. “This is music on wheels.”

THEIR EFFORT did not go unnoticed. The mostly-
military audience and guests were often clapping
along or even singing during the performance. The
program, presented by the Orchestra’s brass quin-
tet, featured all patriotic tunes. And one of the high-
lights of the evening was the “Salute to the Armed
Services,” which was a musical arrangement includ-
ing the official hymn for each of the military
branches. Members of the audience proudly stood,
alongside their spouses, when the hymn for their
branch was played. As one spouse put it, “we were
in the military too.”

Last year, McLean Orchestra’s
first musical salute to the military
was held in Clemyjontri Park in
McLean. That site was also se-
lected with accessibility in mind
for military veterans. The popular
Clemyjontri Park is wheelchair
accessible. And many of the guests
to last year’s event were wounded
warriors or veterans in wheel-
chairs.

“You can see what it means to
everyone,” said Vinson Hall resi-
dent, Eleanor Barron. Barron,
whose husband retired from the
Navy, said “it’s wonderful to have
them come…A lot of people can’t get to the con-
certs. So when they come here, we really appreciate
it.”

John Huling, Executive Director for the Orches-
tra, said: “I think this is the perfect event for the
McLean Orchestra to do. All five of the quintet to-
night are in military bands. These guys know what
it’s like to serve.” The Orchestra was able to present
the concert for free thanks to its generous sponsors.

MEMBERS OF THE QUINTET periodically stood

and described the history behind
many of the tunes. The program
included George Cohan pieces,
“Two Rags” by Scott Joplin, and
many other patriotic pieces. Of
course, the evening would not be
complete without marches by
John Philip Sousa, including
“Sempre Fidelis” and “Washington
Post.”

Special guests at the event in-
cluded Del. Barbara Comstock (R-
34), Fairfax County Supervisors
John Foust (D-Dranesville) and
Linda Smyth (D-Providence). Can-

didates for the upcoming election, including Virginia
state delegate candidate, Pamela Danner and state
senate candidate, Caren Merrick were also in atten-
dance. Foust said “freedom is not free. No one has
sacrificed more than our military and their
families…we appreciate it.”

“I think it’s a very solemn weekend,” Comstock
said. “It’s particularly fitting that we have this salute
to the brave men and women who protect our free-
dom. It’s a real honor to be here. And they are a
fantastic orchestra.”

O
n the 10th anniver-
sary of the 9/11,
Friends of

Clemyjontri Park in McLean
hosted a private brunch for do-
nors. Among those attending
were U.S. Rep. and House Ma-
jority Leader Eric Cantor, along
with Del. Barbara Comstock (R-
34) and Republican Virginia
Senate candidate Caren
Merrick.

The organization, founded by
Julie Clemente, is a non-profit
dedicated to providing funds
for the park past what it’s allot-
ted in the Fairfax County bud-
get. “By growing up playing to-
gether, the chil-
dren grow up
with under-
standing and
generate a bet-
ter world,” said
Clemente.

At the closing
of the brunch,
Cantor spoke to
the crowd of
c o n t r i b u t o r s
both for the
cause of the
park and in re-

membrance of the events of 9/
11. “The reminder of that day
is very stark with all of us,” Can-
tor said, adding that having the
event at the park was a “mean-
ingful juxtaposition.”

“I salute all committed to the
cause of Clemyjontri,” Cantor
said, adding that it was the best
park he had ever seen. “It does
not get any better than this.”

A second event is to be held
at Clemyjontri Park on Sept. 23
to raise money for a “Big Top”
canopy to provide additional
rentable event space for visitors
as well as shade. The second
annual Concert in the Park

fundraiser will
feature the
Fairfax Sym-
phony Orches-
tra. Notable
guests include
Virginia Gover-
nor Robert
McDonnell and
his wife,
Maureen.

 — Nikki

Cheshire

Supporting Clemyjontri

From left, Diana Cantor, Julie Clemente, Del. Barbara
Comstock (R-34) and U.S. Rep. and House Majority
Leader Eric Cantor standing in front of the swings at
Clemyjontri Park.

U.S. Rep. and House Majority Leader Eric Cantor
talking to the crowd, which includes (from left) Julie
Clemente, Tracy Key, President of George Mason
University Alan Merten and wife Sally Merten.
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“By growing up
playing together,
the children
grow up with
understanding
and generate a
better world.”

— Julie Clemente

McLean Orchestra
Salutes the Military
McLean Orchestra Brass
Quintet shares a musical
salute to military veterans
and guests.

Ralph Mason and his wife Joan enjoyed
the performance by the brass quintet. “It
was a real privilege to have them here,”
Joan said.

Trombone player, Rob Mesite, describes
military bands during the Civil War. Ac-
cording to Mesite, bands from opposing
sides would perform for each other be-
tween battles. Other members of the
quintet are (from left) Andy Wilson, Tara
Islas, David Porter, and Christian Pagnard.

40th Anniversary
The McLean Orchestra is celebrating

its 40th anniversary with a series of con-
certs throughout the year. Individual
tickets or subscriptions to the entire se-
ries can be purchased on their website,
www.mclean-orchestra.org or by calling
703-893-8646.
❖ Fireworks, Oct. 8, 8 p.m.
❖ Christmas Around the World,

Dec. 3, 8 p.m.; Dec. 4, 3 p.m.
❖ A Night at the Opera,

Feb. 11, 2012, 8 p.m.
❖ A Song, A Dance and A Story,

March 24, 2012, 8 p.m.
❖ Viva Italia, May 12, 2012, 8 p.m.

Photos by Lori Baker/The Connection
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

B
ooz Allen Hamilton
hosted an emergency
preparedness seminar
Friday, Sept. 9, to share

with their employees the impor-
tance of being prepared for any type
of emergency situation. In addition
to members of the defense, public
safety and financial sectors, displays
were set up throughout the first
floor of the building to show off the
latest in emergency preparedness
technology.

Douglas Carter, a senior vice
president with the company, said
the day’s events were part of their
company’s dedication to prepara-
tion across the spectrum.

“We work a lot with the federal
government, agencies like FEMA,
and events like this help with all
levels of preparedness,” Carter

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

L
eslie Slattery of Herndon
thought she would ride out
Thursday night’s rain by

walking around Tysons Galleria for
a few hours. It was an average trip
to the mall, until she walked by
Saks Fifth Avenue at around 5:45,
when she stopped in shock at what
she saw.

“I heard the music, while walk-
ing, but when I rounded the cor-
ner, I did not expect to see about a
dozen people dancing in the

middle of Saks,” she said. “I didn’t
know what to think, and so I had
to join the crowd that was gather-
ing around to find out what was
going on.”

THE DANCING in front of the
first floor entrance was only part
of the activities hosted by Saks as
part of Fashion Night Out. The
event allowed guests to sample
food, learn how to get healthy and
get makeovers, all while support-
ing the March of Dimes, which re-
ceived 10 percent of the proceeds.

On the third floor, Tonya Lewis
Lee, part of the Office of Minority
Health’s “A Healthy Baby Begins
With You” campaign and wife of
director Spike Lee, hosted cooking
demonstrations featuring foods
rich in folic acid, which is impor-
tant for pregnant mothers and in-
fants.

“The ‘Healthy Baby Begins With

Saks Hosts Fashion
Night Out
Event held to
raise healthy
living awareness,
funds for March
of Dimes.

Photos by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

Dr. Jen Faber of Kinetic Health Alternatives speaks on the
importance of reducing stress at Saks Fifth Avenue at
Tysons Galleria Thursday, Sept. 8, as part of Fashion
Night Out.

Laurent Amzallag (second from right), former trainer for
Oprah Winfrey’s “Live Your Best Life” tour, leads a round
of dancing on the first floor of Saks Fifth Avenue at
Tysons Galleria Thursday, Sept. 8. The event was part of
the store’s Fashion Night Out event.

See Fashion,  Page 13

Members of
the D.C. Police
Pipes and
Drums play at
the Booz Allen
Hamilton
building at
Tysons Corner
Friday as part
of their Emer-
gency Pre-
paredness Day.

Firefighters from Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Units
speak to staff at Booz Allen Hamilton’s emergency pre-
paredness day Friday in Tysons Corner.

Three employees of Booz Allen
Hamilton were lost on Sept. 11.
Gerald P. Fisher, Terence M. Lynch
and Ernest Willcher were meeting
with Lt. Gen. Timothy J. Maude in
the Pentagon that morning. They
were meeting to discuss work Booz
Allen was doing for soldier benefits.

“The three of them were really set-
ting the full standard for what Booz
Allen was going to be doing in sup-

porting the Army,” said Jack Mayer, ex-
ecutive vice president.

Booz Allen CEO Ralph Shrader re-
membered holding out hope that
emergency personnel had simply lost
track of them.

“There was hope that in the chaos of
the day, as people were scrambling and
trying to make their way, that perhaps
they were just unaccounted for,” he
said. “Unfortunately, as we got very late

in the day and into the evening, it be-
came reasonably certain to us that
they had been at the place where the
impact was.”

Shrader compared losing the three
men to losing a family member, say-
ing “it was personal, and a great
sense of loss to all of us.”

A memorial to Fisher, Lynch and
Willcher is located in the lobby of
Booz Allen’s Tysons Corner offices.

Touched by Tragedy

See Life After 9/11,

Page 27

Booz Allen
Hamilton
examines life
after 9/11.

Photos by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection

Covering All Facets of
Emergency Preparedness
Covering All Facets of
Emergency Preparedness
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 703-281-0070
132 Branch Road., S.E. • Vienna, VA

Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill
Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 26 Years

Next to the New
Fresh Market

Enjoy Local
NFL Games on
New Big TV’s
with Happy

Hour Specials

Spectacular
Brunch Every

Sunday

Savor Our
Perfectly Aged
Rib Eye Steak

Savor Our
Perfectly Aged
Rib Eye Steak

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

FREE
Landscape

& Hardscape
Estimates

Prices Haven’t Changed Since 2005

Japanese Maples (6''-12')

Buy 1 Get 1 Free
Shredded Hardwood Mulch

$2.99 $3.49
    2 cu. ft.  3 cu. ft.

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
Open 9-6, 7 days a week

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

50% Off
All Flowering Tropicals

Off-Season Pricing

Fill Dirt $19.99 cu. yd.

Bulk Mulch, Playground
Chips, Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

60-75%
OFF POTS

Buy 1 Get 2 Free
(See store for details)

60-75%
OFF POTS

Buy 1 Get 2 Free
(See store for details)

Pansies
97¢
Reg.

$1.89

Mums Are Here!

All Trees
Shrubs &
Perennials

(Excludes Mums,
Cabbage, Kale & Pansies)

All Trees
Shrubs &
Perennials

(Excludes Mums,
Cabbage, Kale & Pansies)

From Page 3

News

“Nothing crazy, just a wall of bricks
that fell during the night. No injuries,”
he said.

Mastin said that in the days before the
flood, they had released lists of locations
that commonly get flooded out, and he
urged caution to people traveling on
roads with flowing water on them, even
though it may seem shallow.

“The day before we had put out a list
of every place we know historically in
Fairfax County that has flood issues,” he
said. “Sometimes folks still try to drive
through those waters, no matter how
problematic it will be. There’s a mindset
in this region that when it’s time to go
home, we’re going home no matter
what.”

Mastin said that while it’s the job of
public safety officials to help those in
need, that the more prepared the pub-
lic is, the safer everyone will be.

“The citizenry, the businesses play a
huge role, because if you’re not at risk,
we don’t have to risk ourselves to help
you,” he said. “I think sometimes we
take the [flash flooding] warning for
granted, but flash flooding was exactly
what it was last night. The water is just
below your knees, then by the time you
get to the door, it’s up to your chin.”

According to Fairfax County, storm
drains may be backed up or clogged
with debris as a result of current flood
conditions. To report such blockage, use
the Storm Drainage Report Form, lo-
cated at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
dpwes/utilities/sdflood_form.htm, or
call the Maintenance and Stormwater
Management Division at 703-877-2800.

To report sewage backup in a home,
an overflowing manhole or if there is
an odor relating to a sewer, call 703-
323-1211.

For street flooding or trees blocking
roads, call the Virginia Department of
Transportation at 1-800-FOR-ROAD
(367-7623).

Up-to-date storm information, as well
as phone numbers and other resources
can be found on the Fairfax County
Emergency Information Blog at http://
fairfaxcountyemergency.wordpress.com.

Under Water

A brick wall at 421 Church Street NE collapsed dur-
ing the storms Thursday night. Vienna Police said
there were no injuries.

From left: Joseph Cuomo, Sammy Kelly, Mari Gardiner,
Hana Gardiner, John DiSalvo, John Kelly, Christopher
Cuomo, Michael Cuomo, Emi Gardiner watch the
aftermath of Thursday’s flooding in Great Falls.
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Flood Safety Tips
❖ Never drive through a flooded roadway; the

depth, current, and condition of the road
are all unknowns and can be deadly.

❖ If you come to a flooded area while driving,
stop and take an alternate route.

❖ If your vehicle stalls on a flooded road and
water is rising, get out of car, call 911, and
move to higher ground.

❖ Always stay away from floodwaters; even six
inches of swiftly moving water can knock
someone off their feet.

❖ Approximately two feet of swift water can
move or float most vehicles, including SUV’s
and pickup trucks.

❖ Never let children near flooded areas.
❖ When flooding is predicted, keep your

vehicle parked in your garage or on the
driveway away from low-lying areas and
large drains.

❖ Be especially cautious during periods of
limited visibility or nighttime when it is
extremely difficult to see and judge
conditions.
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FREE!
Digital Edition of the McLean Connection
delivered to your e-mail box.
Send your name, mailing address and e-mail
address to:
GoingGreen@connectionnewspapers.com
and tell us which paper or papers you’d like
to receive.
We’ll send the digital replica of our print edition
to your e-mail box each week.
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By David Siegel

The Connection

W
ith actors spinning
about on stage
“don’t read too
much into this,” is

the way to enjoy the nicely done
topsy-turvy farce “Don’t Dress for
Dinner,” the 1st Stage’s fourth sea-
son opener.

The comedy is built upon mad-
cap foolishness, mistaken identi-
ties, possible infidelities and spi-

raling feuds too nu-
merous to keep
straight until all the
shambles are set

straight by a cast well up to their
bob-and-weaving task.

“Don’t Dress for Dinner” was
concocted by the French play-
wright Marc Camoletti. The fever-
ish pace of the production revolves
around an upper-class husband
and wife who try to hide their par-
amours from each other. They find
their respective heart-throbs at

their home for what develops into
a most unexpected confused
evening. Adding to the chaos;
there are two women called Suzi;
one a cook named Suzette and the
other a lover named Suzanne.

Director Tom Prewitt, a Falls
Church native, making his 1st
Stage debut has a long history with
D.C.’s Woolly Mammoth Theater.
Prewitt guided his ensemble of six
to treat the evening as a lampoon
with a hint of tackiness. There is
plenty of physical shtick and ver-
bal double entendre ribaldry, but

not of the pants-dropping bur-
lesque variety.

Katie Nigsch-Fairfax, as the wife,
has a striking presence that makes
the male characters seem less con-

Where Nothing Is As It Seems

Photo courtesy of 1st Stage

Liz Dutton, Joshua Dick and Katie Nigsch-Fairfax (right
rear) in the 1st Stage production of ‘Don’t Dress for
Dinner.’

1st Stage Fourth
Season opens
with ‘Don’t Dress
for Dinner.’

Where and When
“Don’t Dress for Dinner,” at 1st

Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, McLean.
Runs through Oct. 2. Fridays at 8
p.m.; Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.;
and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Tickets $15-$25. Log on
www.1stStageTysons.org or call: 703-
854-1856.

Review

See Review,  Page 19
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McLean

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered
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1606 King Street
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Free digital edition delivered to
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V
oting will be more complicated in
some jurisdictions than others.

In Arlington, for example, fig-
uring out what state senate district

you are in is important; there are three possi-
bilities, each is contested, and all of the choices
are new to you or new to the Senate. In the
30th, Timothy McGhee (R) vs. Adam P. Ebbin
(D); in the 31st, Caren D. Merrick (R) vs. Bar-
bara A. Favola (D); in the 32nd, Patrick N.
Forrest (R) vs. Sen. Janet D. Howell (D).

In Fairfax County, what is arguably the most
important race this year is also nearly incom-
prehensible in its size and scope: school board,
especially the at-large race. There will be at
least seven candidates on the ballot for the
three school board at-large seats, and only one
incumbent, Ilryong Moon, who is endorsed by
Democrats. Two more candidates were en-
dorsed by the Democrats, Ted Velkoff and Ryan
McElveen. There are three candidates endorsed

by the GOP, Lolita Mancheno-Smoak, Sheree
Brown-Kaplan and Lin-Dai Kendall. Steve
Stuban, father of a high school student who
died of suicide earlier this year after being
badly treated by the Fairfax County Public
Schools disciplinary process, is also on the bal-
lot. Technically, school board is non-partisan,
but party endorsements have been important
historically. FCPS controls more than 50 per-
cent of the Fairfax County budget.

In the City of Alexandria, determining what
Senate district you are now in and sorting out
candidates will also matter. Could be 30th,
Ebbin v. McGhee; 35th, Sen. Dick Saslaw (D)
vs. Robert C Sarvis (R) and Katherine Pettigrew
(I); 39th, Sen. George Barker (D) vs. Miller
Baker (R).

Virginia’s state senate lines have changed
dramatically, and all of Northern Virginia’s
races for Senate are contested by both major
parties, so you’ll have to tune in wherever you

Election Dates
Friday, Sept. 23 is the first day for in person

absentee voting.
Monday, Oct. 17 is the deadline to register to vote,

either in person or mailed registration postmarked
by that date.

Tuesday, Nov. 1 is the deadline to apply for an
absentee ballot by mail.

Saturday, Nov. 5 is the last day to vote an absentee
ballot in-person.

Tuesday, Nov. 8 is Election Day.

ELECTION INFORMATION
Arlington Board of Elections, 703-228-3456,

www.arlingtonva.us/departments/voterregistration/
VoterRegistrationElectionInformation.aspx

Fairfax County Board of Elections, 703-324-4700,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/

City of Fairfax General Registrar, 703-385-7890,
www.fairfaxva.gov/Registrar/GeneralRegistrar.asp

Alexandria Board of Elections, 703-746-4050, http://
alexandriava.gov/Elections

Vote early, but not before figuring out who, what,
where, when and why.

Tune in for Elections

live.
Every voter should consider voting early via

“in person” absentee voting. Given the traffic
nightmares caused by earthquakes, flooding
and man-made problems, anyone could find
oneself unable to get to the polls if something
goes awry on Election Day.

See Letters,  Page 11

Promise Kept
To the Editor:

As election-season road signs
begin their annual fall bloom, my
usual ire has returned (not unlike
my fall allergies from ragweed).
The annual, Virginia public migra-
tion of various political species
into the public domain and their
outreach of rarely-to-be-kept
promises and pledges is now oc-
curring. But this season, one road-
sign bloom has recently stood out
and brought a smile of recognition
and rare satisfaction to me —
“Janie Strauss, School Board.”

The happy recognition and smile
on my face came because here was
an elected official who kept one
simple promise, “If you ever need
anything, please contact me and
let me know.” In my case, as a spe-
cial-needs parent, I had a FCPS-
bureaucratic problem that had
gone unresolved for three months
and I am sure that other special-
needs parents in my situation, as
small a group as we are, had ex-
perienced the same regarding this
issue for us. I contacted Mrs.
Strauss, informed her of the prob-
lem, and asked if she could just
make a call and see if she could
help get this matter resolved.

Late on a Monday, she got back
to me and said she would look into
it and see what she could do. At
the end of the end of the next day,
I received a call from FCPS staff
requesting additional documenta-
tion. On Wednesday of that week,
I received a phone-call apology
from a FCPS administrator and a

promise to have it resolved by Fri-
day (it was), and on Thursday, as
second apology in writing came in
the mail with additional informa-
tion about revamping the proce-
dure for this issue in the future
that would help not only me but
the other parents in my situation.

With my problem being an issue
that affects such a small group of
families, Mrs. Strauss could never
publicize resolving it so quickly
and effectively as an accomplish-
ment in an election campaign, so
please allow me to use my experi-
ence with her to make the more
important point. Here is a local
elected official who extended an
offer to help whenever she was
needed, on any parent concern or
issue, no matter how big or how
small and kept her promise. All I
can say is that in the many road-
side medians cluttered with weed-
like political signs, hers stand out
to me like roses. From one local
parent, please allow me to share
my experience and offer my sup-
port to re-elect Janie Strauss for
School Board in the Dranesville
District.

Dennis Findley
McLean

Proponent of
Arts
To the Editor:

I am a graduate of Fairfax
County Public Schools (FCPS),
and I support Mrs. Louise Epstein

in her campaign for school board
representative. I’ve known her
since I was enrolled in third grade
at Chesterbrook Elementary. I first
met Epstein through piano be-
cause her twin daughters and I
took lessons from the same
teacher. One of her daughters per-
formed in a play with me at Alden
Theatre in Mclean Community
Center. Epstein and my mother
became friends through these
events, a relationship which
proved beneficial because my
mother, who was raised abroad,
had found someone who could
thoroughly answer her questions
about Fairfax County Public
Schools, summer camps, and
about post-high school education.

Louise Epstein is a huge propo-
nent of the arts in FCPS. I began
percussion in fifth grade and my
exposure to arts in FCPS allowed
me to foster more creativity. I want
Fairfax to maintain its strong arts
programs and Epstein shares this
opinion as well. I’ve known
Epstein to accompany middle and
high school students at solo and
ensemble festival and concerto
competitions for free. Epstein has
also volunteered to help
Longfellow MS chorus students
learn to read music.

Since I’ve known Louise Epstein,
she has been very involved in vol-
unteering at schools. She was a
Parent Teacher Association Presi-
dent (PTA). All of my classmates
benefited directly from her effort
to change the FCPS grading sys-
tem to a more nationally appro-
priate standard through Fairgrade.

The change in grading brought by
Fairgrade directly benefits all FCPS
students who seek higher educa-
tion. I cannot think of a better can-
didate for school board than
Louise Epstein.

Kennan Murphy-Sierra
McLean

Stark Contrast
To the Editor:

In the November Dranesville
District School Board election,
there is a stark contrast between
the experience, record, and values
of incumbent Janie Strauss and
challenger Louise Epstein.

Janie Strauss has an outstand-
ing 20-year record of supporting
our schools, students, and teach-
ers. She has produced tangible re-
sults — including the nationwide
reputation of our schools, high lev-
els of student achievement, a nar-
rowing majority-minority achieve-
ment gap, a pay increase for our
teachers this year, and full-day kin-
dergarten for all FCPS schools.
Janie Strauss worked tirelessly to
maintain the quality of our schools
during the recent recession and
has the forward-thinking, compas-
sionate values needed to guide
FCPS into the future.

Louise Epstein, on the other
hand, has spent the last decade
solely focused on gifted and tal-
ented issues. In her advocacy,
Louise Epstein repeatedly demon-
strated disdain for the vast major

Letters to the Editor
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ity of FCPS students who are not
gifted and talented and outright
hostility to efforts to increase di-
versity and improve educational
opportunities for disadvantaged
students. Louise Epstein has a lim-
ited record, a narrow vision, and
little compassion for those outside
her small circle.

Voters who value a quality edu-
cation for all students in Fairfax
County should return Janie
Strauss to the School Board this
November.

Nadja Z Golding
McLean

Strauss Respon-
sive to Parents
To the Editor:

We are responding to the letter
questioning a School Board
member’s responsiveness to par-
ents [“An Open Letter to Jane
Strauss, McLean Connection, Aug.
31-Sept. 6, 2011]. The group of
parents working with Jane Strauss
to preserve the local public school
program and teacher noted in the
letter found Ms. Strauss to be ex-
tremely responsive, indeed, as we
have always found her over the
past years on school matters (we
graduate our last child this year).

Ms. Strauss responded to mem-
bers of this multi-parent effort via
numerous quickly placed phone
calls and detailed e-mails, that
continued until a positive outcome
was reached. Ms. Strauss contin-
ued to support parent efforts
through conversations with the
school principal. Her diplomatic
abilities were evident at all times.
We have no doubt that Ms. Strauss
was instrumental in resolving the
teacher staffing situation that
threatened to transfer a popular
teacher and diminish a flagship
program. The process was chal-
lenging, but through parent per-
severance, Ms. Strauss’s support,
and the principal’s recognition of
a valued program, the community
retained a wonderful program.
The best interests of the children
truly prevailed.

Michael and Janet
McCarty

Great Falls

Vote ‘Yes’ On
School Bond
To the Editor:

Fairfax County Public Schools
are invaluable to the community
and to the future of Fairfax County.
I encourage all county residents to
vote “yes” on the school bond ref-

erendum on Tuesday, Nov. 8 to
continue our County’s trend of
excellence in education.

Some of the most successful
people and companies from
around the world have come to
Fairfax County in large part be-
cause of our fabulous public school
system. In order to build our repu-
tation and keep Fairfax County as
a destination for the best and
brightest, we need to make a much
needed investment in our school
infrastructure. The bond will pro-
vide tax-free, low-interest funding
for 19 renovation projects across
the county and $26 million for in-
frastructure projects and school
security enhancements. With con-
tinued growth and high enroll-
ment expected over the next five
years, now is the time to make
improvements to get our kids out
of temporary “trailers” and into
classrooms that are more condu-
cive to learning.

As a result of the economic
downturn, construction costs and
interest rates are at an all time low.
Now is the best time to take ad-
vantage of these low costs and
make an investment that will pay
dividends for the future of our
children and the future of Fairfax
County. Vote “yes” for the school
bond on Nov. 8.

Katherine Haskell
McLean

‘Surplus’ As
Illusion
To The Editor:

Gov. McDonnell recently an-
nounced a huge budget “surplus”
for Virginia. Sadly, our very own
local Delegate, Barbara Comstock,
joins the Governor in touting this
as an accomplishment by boasting
that she has worked to turn a $6
billion deficit into a surplus with-
out raising taxes. A closer exami-
nation, however, tells a different
story.

To most of us, the word “sur-
plus” means that you have more
money than you owe. Unfortu-
nately, no matter what accounting
tricks the Governor and the Gen-
eral Assembly use, there is no ac-
tual surplus here in Virginia.
Rather, the Governor’s “surplus” is
an illusion that no amount of ac-
counting gimmickry can make
real.

The truth of the matter is that for
the past two years Virginia has post-
poned millions of dollars in pay-
ments to the state pension system.
In fact, this deferred contribution
is twice as big as the reported bud-
get surplus. The state has an obli-
gation to pay this money. Through
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an accounting trick, however, the
Governor and the Virginia General
Assembly have ensured that this
amount will not be reflected in the
state budget until 2013, the year
that the Governor says Virginia will
start to repay these funds over a
ten-year period. Coincidentally, it
won’t be Governor McDonnell’s
problem since 2013 will be the
Governor’s final year in office. Add-
ing insult to injury, Governor
McDonnell says people who call the
surplus a gimmick don’t know how
to do the math.

In another neat accounting trick,
retailers were required to pay sales
tax to the state early for one month
thus allowing the state to collect
the tax in June, during the previ-
ous fiscal year, instead of in July,
during the next fiscal year.

In addition, the Virginia “sur-
plus” does not take into account
other outstanding obligations that
have been incurred since
McDonnell took office. Set against
the $3 billion in debt that we have
been saddled with by the
Governor’s transportation bill, this
“surplus” quickly disappears into
thin air. To the extent that state
expenses are down, it is because

local communities have been
forced to bear more of the costs of
basic services previously paid for
by the state.

Del. Comstock has let her con-
stituents down in supporting the
Governor’s actions. Obviously no
one would handle their personal
finances the way the Governor and
General Assembly are handling
those of Virginia. It is one of the
most basic rules of money man-
agement that you subtract what
you owe from what you have. If
you buy a car today, you had bet-
ter include the amount of that loan
in any subsequent loan application
or face the unpleasant conse-
quences. It is time for the politi-
cians to stop playing this shell
game. The public can do the math.

We deserve local representatives
who will stand up for our local
interests instead of bowing to the
party leaders in Richmond.

Merrily Pierce
McLean

Re-elect Foust
To the Editor:

The redevelopment of Tysons
and the construction of Metro’s
Silver Line mean the next few

years are going to bring a lot of
changes for our community. The
transportation and land use
choices being made now will de-
termine our quality of life for years
into the future. Growth in our part
of the county is inevitable; man-
aging it so that the result is not
gridlock is the big challenge.

We have been fortunate in hav-
ing John Foust as our Dranesville
District representative as this pro-
cess has gotten underway. Now, at
this most critical time in the Tysons
process, we should reelect him to
the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors.

John Foust has shown himself an
able champion of our quality of life
issues on everything from neigh-
borhood improvements like traf-
fic lights, crosswalks and turn
lanes, to larger challenges like se-
curing noise walls along highway
projects and the ongoing effort to
make walking and bicycling into
real options for getting around.

He goes the extra mile in re-
sponding to constituent questions
and requests for help, and in ad-
vocating for us in dealings with the
behemoth that is VDOT — espe-
cially needful as the HOT lanes
progress and issues arise con-
stantly.

John has shown that our con-
cerns are his concerns. He has both
the experience and the ability to
represent us on the Board of Su-
pervisors, and we should return
him to office this November.

Ivy Main
McLean

Why I Got
Arrested
To the Editor:

I joined over 1,000 protestors
who were arrested over a two-week
period for sitting in front of the
White House to oppose plans to
build the XL Pipeline. Our goal was
to publicize the other side of the
Pipeline story: the Pipeline is a di-
saster at every stage — beginning
with clear cutting the boreal for-
est, strip mining for the tarry sand,
then separating oil out of the tarry
sludge, thereby using more energy
than the finished product puts out,
continuing with transportation
through the U.S. heartland to re-
fineries in the Gulf. The expecta-
tion that we will get abundant oil
from tar sands will delay any
progress towards solving our oil
addiction. And worst of all, a thirsty

U.S. market will encourage even
more of the filthy tar sand separa-
tion process over the years, produc-
ing even more green house gases
that speed us into a changed world.

Despite proponents’ promises
that the proposed XL Pipeline will
deliver “ethical” Canadian oil to
America, most if not all of the oil
will be sent overseas, according to
a September report by Oil Change
International. Indeed, there is only
one U.S. company, Valero Energy
Corporation, that has committed
to buying a significant amount of
the tar sand oil, and it does not
plan to sell in the U.S. at all. Valero
has explicitly detailed to its inves-
tors its strategy of shipping oil
overseas, with the punch line that
Valero can carry out its strategy
tax-free because its refinery is in a
Foreign Trade Zone.

Yes, we were handcuffed and led
by armed SWAT Team members to
armored buses and transported to
a station in Anacostia, where most
of us were released after paying a
$100 fine. But our goal was ac-
complished — through the media
and blogs, the other side of the
Pipeline story was told.

Linda Burchfiel
McLean
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You’ initiative is designed to raise aware-
ness that infant mortality in African Ameri-
can babies is much higher than in white
babies, and this is regardless of socioeco-
nomic status,” Lee said. “This is a good time
to make sure people are aware of the ben-
efits of healthy cooking and fitness, all to
make you have a healthy lifestyle for the
sake of our unborn children.”

On the first floor, Dr. Jen Faber, owner of
Kinetic Health Alternatives, a mobile health
that specializes in corporate wellness and
house calls, shared tips on how to make
every day a healthier day. She said the num-
ber one tip she had was to reduce stress.

“We often times think pain is part of our
life, that it’s part of getting older, or part of
your life because it’s in your family,” Faber
said. “I’m here to tell you that that’s bull.
We don’t think about it, but stress is such
an all-consuming part of our life. D.C. is
probably one of the most stressful cities you
can live in.”

Faber said that the many of the aches,
pains, cramps, headaches and soreness
people feel every day is a result of stress.
She said many daily pains can be alleviated
by simply keeping one’s body in a more ef-

fective position.
“It’s all about how you use your body.

When you’re sitting, crouched over for
hours, on your laptop, on your phone, ev-
erything gets jammed, muscles get tight,
joints get tight, circulation slows,” she said.
“We’re not designed as people to sit for
eight, 10, 12 hours at a time.”

Julie Weatherly of McLean said the event
made her re-evaluate things in her life.

“When Dr. Jen was speaking, it really
opened my eyes. My feet hurt every day,
and at the end of a long week I’m sore all
the time,” she said. “It really made me want
to look at why I hurt, and instead of seek-
ing better shoes or a more expensive chair,
I just need to be more pro-active in the way
I take care of my body.”

LAURENT AMZALLAG, former trainer for
Oprah Winfrey’s “Live Your Best Life” tour,
also showed people a more natural way to
cure stress. He led the audience at the first
floor entrance of Saks in a dance that at-
tracted many passersby, including Slattery.
After the brief dance, Amzallag explained
his methods.

“Look around, you’re all smiling,” he
said.” Exercise is a better anti-depressant
than anything.”

Fashion Night Out

Photo by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

Tonya Lewis Lee of the Office of Minority Health (right), examines a line
of vegan food products during Fashion Night Out Thursday , Sept. 8 at
Saks Fifth Avenue at Tysons Galleria.

News

Salon Daniel Celebrates Anniversary,
Hosts Red-carpet Auctions

Salon Daniel of McLean, sponsor for the
upcoming Becky’s Fund “Walk This Way”
Fashion Show in November, will host red-
carpet auctions on Saturday, Sept. 24 at
Salon Daniel from 6 to 10 p.m. kicking
off their 20-year anniversary celebration.
The salon, which has serviced more than
30,000 clients in 20 years, is marking this
20-year milestone by thanking their cli-
ents and giving back to the community
by featuring two auctions. The live auc-
tion benefits Fran Drescher’s non-profit

organization, Cancer Schmancer, and in-
cludes one special auction entry: a day
on set with Fran Dresher at her new tele-
vision show, “Happily Divorced.” Also,
several beauty packages will be presented
at a silent auction that directly benefits
Becky’s Fund, a non-profit organization
focused on domestic and dating violence
awareness and education. Refreshments
and food will be served. For more infor-
mation call 703-893-5000 or visit
www.salondaniel.com.
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Great Falls’ Irish Corner

Where every day is an Irish celebration!

Corner Walker Road & Georgetown Pike in The Village Center
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www.oldbrogue.com
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Greater Falls Church Chiropractic Center
6521 Arlington Blvd., Suite 100
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Ashburn Chiropractic Center
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Ashburn, VA 20147
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vachiropracticandacupuncture.com • dramirchiropractic.com
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James DeSouza, Partner

Thank You to the

Segura Family
and Bakir Family
for their generous

support and
sponsorship!

The 5K TEAM

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS AND VOLUNTEERS!!!

Gold and Silver
Sponsors

The Aguiar Family,
Robert and Cindy Keehan

The Howard Family
The Standefer Family

The Decker Family
The Watson Family

4th ANNUAL WILDCAT 5K
AND HALF MILE FUN RUN

Saint Luke School, 7005 Georgetown Pike,  Mclean, VA
September 24th Race Begins at 8:30

register online:

www.wildcat5k.org
Moonbounce Rock Climbing Wall
FacePainting D.J. Refreshments
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Sports
McLean Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Jimmy Lange, the popular local
pro boxer from Great Falls, knocked
opponent Raul ‘El Toro’ Munoz down
three times in the sixth round to notch
a technical knockout win and take
possession of the World Boxing
Union’s (WBU) vacant 154-pound
championship. The victory bout,
which took place last Saturday night,
brings Lange’s record to 37-4-2, 24
knockouts, while Munoz falls to 22-
15-1, 16 knockouts. It was Lange’s
13th headliner show at the Patriot
Center on the George Mason Univer-
sity campus.

In the fourth round Lange began to
gain control and a solid right to
Munoz’ chin in the fifth was the turn-
ing point. In the sixth round Lange
came off the ropes and caught Munoz
with a left hook for the first knock
down of the round. He ended up
knocking Munoz down two more
times before the fight was stopped.

“I did not think a lot of things were
working early for me,” said Lange. “I
was going to the body and using my
jab but I don’t think I hurt him at all
early. I think in the fourth round things
started to turn for me.”

Johnny Lange, Jimmy’s father/man-
ager, said his son stuck to his boxing
plan.

“I thought it was a great fight and
that Jimmy followed his plan and set
up Raul,” he said. “I also want to thank
a lot of people who have helped
Jimmy get here tonight.”

Jimmy Lange sensed he was begin-
ning to gain control of the fight sev-
eral rounds into the match.

“I thought I was gradually wearing
him down and maybe could get him
in the seventh or eighth round,” said
Lange. “But in the sixth I caught him
with a left hook for the first knock
down and I don’t think he ever really
recovered.”

NoVa West Lacrosse is accepting
registrations for the 2011 Indoor La-
crosse League which opens play Oct.
7. The league is accepting both team
and individual registrations. Space is
limited so register soon. Go to http://
www.novawestlax.com/NWILL.  The
league is held indoors at the
Purcellville Sports Pavilion.

The 27th Annual Mayor’s Cup
Golf Tournament is set to take
place on Tuesday, Oct. 11 at the
Herndon Centennial Municipal Golf
Course, located at 909 Ferndale Ave.
in Herndon. There will be a ‘meet and
greet’ beginning at noon and tee-off
will be a 12:30 p.m. with a shotgun
start. The 18-hole Captain’s Choice
format, followed by the annual bar-
becue at 5:15, is designed to provide
everyone from the most experienced
golfer to the weekend hacker an op-
portunity to share in the play.

Sports Roundups

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

A
 year ago, the Langley High
football team played two of
the Northern Region’s top
teams — Lake Braddock

and Chantilly — in the opening two
weeks of the season. The result was a
0-2 start. The Saxons, thereafter, won
their next five games and ended up
with a pretty good 6-5 overall record
in 2010.

This year’s Langley squad has made
things easier on itself early on, win-
ning its first two games to get off to a
2-0 start. While the wins have come
against teams (Herndon and
Jefferson) not as formidable as Lake
Braddock or Chantilly — two squads
which went on to meet in last year’s
Div. 6 region finals — the Saxons did
play good football in the two victo-
ries and have created good early sea-
son momentum.

Langley, with a week one 14-7 road
winner at Herndon High on Sept. 1,
played its scheduled home opener
this past Saturday, Sept. 10 and
handled Jefferson, 28-12, in a Liberty
District victory. The game was origi-
nally scheduled to be played at Lan-
gley a night earlier, but the rainy,
flooding conditions throughout the
area resulted in the 24-hour post-
ponement and the game taking place
at West Springfield High School. The
turf field at West Springfield was cre-
ated for such wet conditions whereas
Langley’s natural grass field was not
playable.

Langley running back AJ Holtberg
opened the game’s scoring with a 57-
yard touchdown run in the first quar-
ter. Later, feature back Philip Mun
scored on touchdown runs of three
and 17 yards to make it 21-0 at the
intermission.

Jefferson got within 21-6 in the
third quarter but Langley scored its
final touchdown early in the fourth
quarter on an eight-yard touchdown
pass from quarterback Austin
Vasiliadis to Colin Pitts. Jefferson
scored later in the quarter for the fi-
nal score.

Mun rushed for 155 yards, Holtberg

81 and Vasiliadis 64 as the Saxons’ offen-
sive line, which included Bob Nobakht, Jack
Howerton, Dylan Clemente, Austin An-
thony, and Tate Dulany, proved dominant
all night.

A WEEK EARLIER in its season opening
win at Herndon, Vasiliadis, Langley’s first-
year starting quarterback, connected with
Holtberg on a seven-yard scoring pass to
break a 7-7 tie in the fourth quarter and
boost the Saxons to the hard-fought win
over the Hornets.

Langley had a huge game running the
football in that contest as well as Mun, who
opened the game’s scoring with a one yard
touchdown run in the first quarter, finished
with 161 yards rushing on 34 attempts.
Vasiliadis added 65 yards on 16 carries.
Defensively, senior outside linebacker/
strong safety Marcus Harvey recorded a
couple of sacks for Langley.

Langley head coach John Howerton was
pleased with the play of his offensive line
and the way the Saxons came off the ball.

“We were blocking real well,” said
Howerton, of the Herndon game. “We had
25 [blocking] knockdowns.”

Surprisingly, it marked the first time in
Howerton’s nine years as head coach that
Langley won its season opener.

“It was a big win for us and set the tone.
Unfortunately for us, we’ve had some pretty
tough openers [over the years],” said
Howerton, who recalled season opener
games versus such annual region powers
as Robinson, Chantilly, and Lake Braddock
twice each, and Westfield once.

Langley’s offense, which in recent years
utilized a prolific passing attack behind
former standout quarterback Braden Ander-

son, is an option style team this season with
the athletic Vasiliadis behind center. The
offense is similar to what coach Howerton
utilized years ago when he was head coach
at West Potomac High.

“He had some nice runs,” said Howerton,
of his quarterback’s outing versus Herndon.
“He had one 50 or 60 yarder called back
because of a clip. He’s an athlete with quick
feet. [The option] gives us something
people will have to prepare for. It opens
things up. We’ll continue to use it. At West
Potomac that was our main attack.”

LAST YEAR for Langley, Vasiliadis, a 5-11,
175-pound senior, played a wideout posi-
tion on offense and cornerback on defense.
He also returned kicks for the Saxons. He
did get some repetitions at quarterback dur-
ing practices in 2010.

This year he is in charge of the team’s
offense. But Langley running success, with
Vasiliadis running the option, will be greatly
dependent on the Saxons’ offensive line.
Thus far, the line has been extremely im-
pressive. One of Langley’s top linemen is
Howerton’s son, Jack, a key two-way player
for the team. Jack plays right guard on of-
fense and plays at tackle on defense. He is
tremendously strong, having broken the
program’s weight lifting records in both
bench press (430 pounds) and squat (630).
At 6-2 and 310 pounds, the young
Howerton is a force on the field.

“He works real hard,” said John
Howerton.

Howerton’s squad will face 2-0 Chantilly
at home this Friday night at 7:30. The
Chargers are coming off a week two win
over defending Div. 5 region champion
Stone Bridge.

Andrew Gentry (35) zeros in on a Herndon ball carrier during the Sax-
ons’ season opener win over the Hornets on Sept. 1.
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Langley High Football
Utilizing Option Attack
QB Vasiliadis is directing the run-oriented scheme for 2-0 Saxons.

“It was a big win for us
and set the tone.”

— Langley coach
John Howerton
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Prefinished Flooring

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

On Sale

Sizzling Summer Sale!

Height 20 1/2”
Cup height 13”

Heavy metal gold cup
Black wood base
1 Header plate
12 Year plates

Weight 8 lb

WINNING!
Fantasy Football 2011

Championship Cup
$450.00 – 1/3 OFF
$299.99 if ordered

by the end of September.
(Free Header Plate Engraving

with this ad)

By David Siegel

The Connection

L
ove is not limited to any particular age
group; nice to know the fire never goes
out,” said veteran actor Bob Sams de-
scribing the premise for the comedy “So-

cial Security,” the McLean Community Players next
production.

Director Shayne Gardner said the intergenerational
humor includes “witty dialogue exposing how love,
sex and relationships can impact us throughout our
lives. The show’s characters are
coming to terms with their chang-
ing relationships with parents, sib-
lings, spouses and in-laws. There
are surprises as this comedy de-
picts how love and attention can
transform no matter what age we
may be.”

Written by Andrew Bergman,
recognized for his work as screen-
writer for the Mel Brook’s movie
“Blazing Saddles” this six charac-
ter, sharp, sometimes tart comedy “pivots around the
changes in an 80-something mother as love and at-
tention unexpectedly enters her life,” said Gardner.
The Alden Theatre stage will be transformed into a
trendy art-filled Manhattan apartment in 1980’s

Manhattan.
When first produced in 1986, “Social Security” di-

rected by Mike Nichols, featured the likes of Olym-
pia Dukakis, Marlo Thomas, Ron Silver and Joanna
Gleason. It ran for 388 performances and received
several Drama Desk Awards.

Real life husband and wife Diane and Bob Sams
play Manhattan modern art gallery owners whose
life is upended when her advanced-in-age mother
Sophie, played by Ilma Stryker, along with her walker
are left at their doorstep by her sister Trudy, played
by Kim Thornley. Sparks fly. Initially Sophie is “al-
most hateful in her sarcastic nature and loneliness,”
said Stryker. But then a meeting with a 90-something
once famous painter played by John Barclay Burns
unexpectedly lights a fuse and much different kind
of sparks fly, leading to “not only flirtations but
growth into a new life of wonder and joy,” said
Stryker.

For Diane Sams the humor
“shows the need for family com-
munication without being preachy.
It is a comedy that helps us to see
life from a different angle bring-
ing broad smiles and laughter. The
audience will come to like the
characters with their antics and
foibles and will leave the theater
smiling to themselves that I know
these people. It resonates.”

Bob Sams added “the opportu-
nity to work together with my wife on this show as
husband and wife characters was just too good to
pass up. For the audience the laughter will lift them
up from their normal ways of seeing things and give
great release.”

Laughter and release as
‘Social Security’ arrives at
Alden Theatre.

Wonder and Joy of Life

Where and When
Alden Theatre, McLean Community

Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Performances: Sept. 16-Oct. 1, 2011.
Friday-Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday mati-
nees at 2 p.m. Tickets: $14-$16. For
tickets call 703-790-9223 or visit
www.mcleanplayers.org. Note: Adult
language and situations. Suitable for
ages 16 and up.

From left, Jay Reiner, Kim Thornley, Bob and Diane Sams.

“

Theatre

THURSDAY/SEPT. 15
Welcome Luncheon for John E.

Potter, Metropolitan
Washington Airports
Authority President & CEO.
11:15 a.m. Sheraton Premiere at
Tysons Corner, 8661 Leesburg
Pike, Vienna. Hosted by
Committee for Dulles Washington
Airports Task Force. $55-$75.

703-572-8714 or 703-430-8749.
Northern Virginia Association of

Realtors 15th Annual Economic
Summit. 8:30 a.m. Northern
Virginia Community College, 8333
Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
With Dr. Stephen Fuller, Director,
GMU Center for Regional Analysis,
COL Mark Moffatt, Deputy Garrison
Commander for Transportation and

BRAC, Ft. Belvoir, David Stevens,
President & CEO, Mortgage
Bankers Association, and Dr.
Lawrence Yun, Chief Economist
and Sr. Vice President of
Research, NAR. NVAR members
$10, non-members $20.
Continental breakfast and parking
pass included. Register at
go.nvar.com/4p7h.

To have community events listed in the Connection, send to vienna@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.
Bulletin Board
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Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/SEPT. 15
Oh Susannah. 10:30 a.m. Jammin’

Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

The Half & Half Tour with Andrew
Ripp and Steve Moakler. 7:30
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Book Discussion Group. 7:30 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Call for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 16
“Don’t Dress for Dinner, or

Pajamas for Six.” 8 p.m. 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road in
Tyson’s Corner. A farce by Marc
Camoletti about mistaken identity
and infidelities with more twists than
a corkscrew. Tickets $25.
www.1ststagetysons.org/jeeves or
703-854-1856.

“Social Security.” 8 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theater,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. An
adult comedy about the shattering of
yuppie bliss, romance and an aged
Jewish mother. $10-$15.
www.mcleancommunityplayers.org.

McLean AAUW 42nd Used Book
Sale. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. McLean
Community Center 1234 Ingleside
Ave  McLean. Used books, videos and
CD’s. Proceeds benefit the AAUW’s
scholarships for women.
www.mcleanaauw.org or 703-527-
4206.

The Rheinlanders, a traditional German oom-pah band,
will play polkas, waltzes, folk songs and sing-a-longs at
“Munich in McLean,” an authentic German Oktoberfest
dinner on Friday, Sept. 24 from 6-10 p.m., at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave. in McLean. The
dinner will be catered by Herndon-based restaurant Euro
Bistro, with bratwurst, knackwurst, pork schnitzel and
chicken fingers, German potato salad, potato pancakes,
sauerkraut and red cabbage. Beer, wine and soft drinks
will be sold separately by the Friends of the McLean
Community Center. Participants are asked to bring their
favorite beer steins and other traditional German
collectables to the dinner. Advance tickets are $20 for
adults, $10 children age 9 and younger and $25 per
person at the door. 703-790-0123, TTY 711 or
www.mcleancenter.org/special-events.

Entertainment

See Entertainment,  Page 10
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Kim Richey and Mando Saenz at 7
p.m., Passafire and Feed God
Cabbage at 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 17
Dog Wash Benefit for Jill’s House.

9 a.m.-2 p.m. 8925 Leesburg Pike,
Vienna. Bring your dog for a wash
and fun activities. Proceeds support
the mission of Jill’s House in
providing care for children with
special needs and their families. One
dog $25, two dogs $45, three dogs
$65, including donation to Jill’s
House. Sponsored by Paws4Hearts
Animal Assisted Activities and
Therapy volunteer group of McLean
Bible Church. www.jillshouse.org or
www.paws4hearts.org. Register
online at
www.jillshousedogwash.com.

Model Railroad HO Scale Open
House and Display. 1-5 p.m.
Historic Vienna Depot of the W & OD
Railroad, 231 Dominion Road N.E.,
Vienna. Free, donations accepted.
www.nvmr.org or 703-938-5157.

“Social Security.” 8 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theater,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. An
adult comedy about the shattering of
yuppie bliss, romance and an aged
Jewish mother. $10-$15.
www.mcleancommunityplayers.org.

Red Cross Blood Drive. 8 a.m.-4
p.m. Old Dominion Animal Health
Center, 6719 Lowell Ave., McLean.
Blood donors of all types are needed
to help fill a critical shortfall in local
blood banks, especially donors of
type O negative blood. Free nail trim
for one pet for each participant.
Donors must be at least 17 years old,
weigh at least 110 pounds and be in
generally good health.
cherish@odahcenter.com.

McLean AAUW 42nd Used Book
Sale. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. McLean
Community Center 1234 Ingleside
Ave  McLean. Used books, videos and
CD’s. Proceeds benefit the AAUW’s
scholarships for women.
www.mcleanaauw.org or 703-527-
4206.

Kids Shows: Rocknoceros
“Colonel Purple Turtle” CD
Release Show. 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Passafire and Feed God Cabbage.
10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

“Don’t Dress for Dinner, or
Pajamas for Six.” 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road in Tyson’s Corner. A farce by
Marc Camoletti about mistaken
identity and infidelities with more

twists than a corkscrew. Tickets $25.
www.1ststagetysons.org/jeeves or
703-854-1856.

Propagating and Growing Salvias.
10 a.m. Meadowlark Botanical
Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark Gardens
Court, Vienna. Tour the Salvia
Collection and learn about their care,
propagation and use in the garden.
$5. Reserve at 703-255-3631 ext. 0.

Virginia String Teachers
Association and Fairfax
Symphony Masterclass. 12:30
p.m. McLean High School, 1633
Davidson Road, McLean. With
violinist and master teacher Karina
Cannelakis. www.vastaweb.org,
vaviola@gmail.com or 703-772-5212.

Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. 8
p.m. George Mason University Center
for the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Featuring violinist Karina
Canellakis. Corigliano’s Three
Hallucinations, Chausson’s Poème,
Saint-Saens’ Introduction and Rondo
Capriccioso, and Berlioz’s Symphonie
Fantastique. Free pre-concert
discussion for ticketholders with
Rachel Franklin at 7 p.m. Tickets
$25-$55. info@fairfaxsymphony.org.

Northern Virginia Country
Western Dance Association
Annual Anniversary Dance.
Luther Jackson Middle School, 3020
Gallows Rd., Falls Church. Line
dance lessons at 7:30 p.m. Specialty
dance lessons at 8 p.m. Open dancing
8:30-11 p.m. Two step, waltz, swing,
cha cha and more. Admission $5-$12.
www.nvcwda.org or 703-860-4941.

Plant Clinic hosted by the Master
Gardeners. 10 a.m. Tysons-Pimmit
Regional Library, 7584 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. Masters
Gardeners from the Fairfax County
Cooperative Extension answer your
gardening questions. Adults. 703-

790-8088.
Magician Jay Mattioli. 2 p.m.

Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library,
7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. An
electrifying magic show. All ages.
703-790-8088.

English Country Dance. 7:30-10:30
p.m. St. Francis Episcopal Church
Parish Hall, 9220 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. All dances are called, as
in square dancing. Dances are taught
and new dancers are welcome. $10
admission. TheLeesburgAssembly.org
or 703-757-8648.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 18
A Grand Piano Celebration. 3 p.m.

George Mason University Center for
the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. This event marks the launch
of the Dr. Linda Apple Monson Music
Endowment Fund, which honors the
commitment and impact Monson has
had on Mason’s School of Music. The
fund will support student
scholarships and related programs in
the School of Music. Post-concert
reception on the Center’s Grand Tier
III at 5 p.m. Tickets $20-$75. 888-
945-2468 or cfa.gmu.edu.

“Social Security.” 2 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theater,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. An
adult comedy about the shattering of
yuppie bliss, romance and an aged
Jewish mother. $10-$15.
www.mcleancommunityplayers.org.

McLean AAUW 42nd Used Book
Sale. 12-4 p.m. McLean Community
Center 1234 Ingleside Ave  McLean.
Used books, videos and CD’s.
Proceeds benefit the AAUW’s
scholarships for women.
www.mcleanaauw.org or 703-527-
4206.

The Movement and Three Legged
Fox. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

“Don’t Dress for Dinner, or
Pajamas for Six.” 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road in Tyson’s Corner. A farce by
Marc Camoletti about mistaken
identity and infidelities with more
twists than a corkscrew. Tickets $25.
www.1ststagetysons.org/jeeves or
703-854-1856.

Colonial Fall Chores. 1-4 p.m. The
Claude Moore Colonial Farm, 6310
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Help the
colonial farm family prepare for
winter with 18th century fall chores
at this working farm. Clear brush
from fields, stack wood for the
hearth, help repair old fencing or
participate in other colonial farm
tasks. The colonial farm family
welcomes all extra hands.
Comfortable clothes and work gloves
suggested. $3 adults, $2 children and
senior citizens. 703-903-9330 or
www.1771.org.

From Page 18

The Temptations and The Four Tops will perform their
R&B hits on Thursday, Sept. 25 at 8 p.m. at the Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $38 in-house, $22 lawn. www.wolftrap.org.

Entertainment

sequential even with their appar-
ent positions of authority. Her de-
livery adds punch as she moves
from put-upon to fully engaged in
her own shenanigans.

Liz Dutton cuts loose as a very
sassy cook, Suzette, who finds her-
self playing any number of stage
entities all for a price that the men
must pay. She throws herself de-
lightfully into the production with
a tarted-up attitude.

Jessica Shearer Wilson is quite
the saucy one as Suzanne, that
centerfold pin-up type dream of a
certain kind of man. She finds her

own moxie as events unfold. Evan
Crump, the husband, and Joshua
Dick are the two mainstay men
trying to stay ahead of the women
before their randy faux suave na-
tures are punished. They are both
foils full of nervous energy.

The set and props give a well-
appointed civilized background air
to the play’s comedy. Cheryl Patton
Wu’s costumes for the three
women are a tasty hoot; with just
enough skin showing to lend an
air of frolic and fun. The preshow
music provides a delightful atten-
tion to detail giving hints of the
evening, for us with “Girl’s They
Want to Have Fun.”

From Page 9

Review
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Women of Providence
PRESENT

8980 Brook Road in McLean • www.ProvidenceToday.org

LIVE IT!
Embrace your faith and become the woman you were designed to be.

Saturday, September 24
9 AM – 5 PM

Providence Baptist Church
Childcare available: newborn through 10 years old

Our 2nd Annual Conference for women features:
Dr. Negleatha Johnson     Jane Harmon Cook     Jenny Zentz

Practical break-out sessions on topics vital to women

$20 Registration fee includes Lunch.    Call 703-893-5330
Register at www.wix.com/providencetoday/liveit by 9/20

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079

McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek

Catholic Church... 703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286

St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834

St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

St Michael S Episcopal Church

...703-241-2474

St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606

St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010

Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer

...703-356-3346

Resurrection Lutheran Church

...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of

 the Nazarene...703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210

  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824

  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches -Christian Science
McLean-First Church of Christ, Scientist...

...703-356-1391

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian

Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant

...703-524-4115

Clarendon Presbyterian

Church

703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian

Church

703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian

Church...703-536-5600

Westminster Presbyterian ...

703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian
Universalist

Unitarian Universalist Church

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

of Arlington 703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Arlington United Methodist Church

...703-979-7527

Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312

Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336

Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621

Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100

Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085

Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Walker Chapel United Methodist...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Non-Denominational
 New Life Christian Church - McLean Campus

...571-294-8306

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel ...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington

...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community ... 571-271-8387

Faith

W
omen in America in-
habit a world of limit-
less opportunity, but

the trade-off can often mean ex-
haustion, frustration and guilt. It’s
tough balancing home and career,
but help is on the way. On Sept.
24, the Women of Providence will
host their second annual confer-
ence devoted to healthy woman-
hood. From sign in at 9 a.m. to the
final word at 5 p.m., participants
will discover what it means to em-
brace the truth and then “Live it!”

Program personalities include
Jane Hampton Cook, author, his-
torian and TV news analyst; Dr.
Negleatha Johnson, gospel re-
cording artist, motivational
speaker and co-founder of Life
Waters Ministries International,
LLC; and Jenny Zentz, a gospel
vocalist and motivational speaker,
as well as the mom of a
preschooler. Break-out sessions
will include a variety of topics
including effective parenting, es-
tablishing priorities, and cultivat-
ing spiritual growth.

The Conference will begin in the
Worship Center of Providence Bap-
tist Church in McLean. The $20
registration fee includes lunch.
Women all across Northern Vir-
ginia are invited to sign up and
bring friends. Call 703-893-5330
or register online at
www.Wix.com/providencetoday/

live. Registration deadline: Sept.
20.

Safe, fully staffed childcare will
be available on-site for ages 10
and under. Providence is located
at 8980 Brook Road in McLean.
The church website is
Providencetoday.org.

Jane Hampton Cook
Dr. Negleathan Johnson

Providence Conference
Explores ‘Healthy Womanhood’

Dorothy Aliene Earman, age 98,
passed away peacefully in her
home in St. Augustine, Fla., on
April 19, 2011, with her family at
her side. Born 1912, in Loudoun
County, Virginia, she was a long
time resident of McLean prior to
moving to Florida. She is survived
by her two sons, Donald C.
Earman and Randolph N. Earman
Jr., four grandchildren and eight
great grandchildren. She will be
laid to rest, next to her husband,

Randolph N. Earman, Sr., at Harp-
ers Cemetery, Harpers Ferry, W. Va.
Funeral services at the Cemetery
will be on Friday, Sept. 23, 2011
at  noon. Her family and many
friends will forever cherish their
memories of her life, full of love
and caring and will miss her
dearly. In lieu of flowers, a dona-
tion to the Community Hospice
Foundation, 4266 Sunbeam Road,
Jacksonville, FL 32257, will be
welcomed.

Funeral Services for Dorothy Aliene
Earman, 98, Longtime McLean Resident

Faith Notes are for announcements
and events in the faith community. Send
to mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Oakton United Methodist
Church, 2951 Chain Bridge Road in
Oakton,  will cancel services on Sun-
day, Oct. 2 to participate in Faith in
Action (FIA), a four-week ministry
that invites Christians to mobilize
and “Be the Church,” by practicing
their faith in a way that uniquely
serves their immediate community.
Many members of Oakton UM
Church will serve at local agencies
helping persons and households af-
fected by poverty and other life
transitions. Sponsored by three
Christian organizations, World Vi-
sion, Outreach and Zondervan, FIA
culminates in a community outreach

Sunday where regular services are
cancelled and the entire congrega-
tion engages in service projects in,
and with, the community. The pro-
gram also helps Christians invite
members of their community to join
in serving. The theme for Oct. 2 will
be “Don’t go to church: Be the
church!” oaktonumc.org.

Unitarian Universalist Con-
gregation of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter
Mill Road in Oakton, seeks female ac-
tors for production of “Mother Wove
the Morning”, a play by Carol Lynn
Pearson.  All ages and types needed.
Play will be performed Oct. 21-22 and
proceeds benefit The Fistula Founda-
tion. Auditions will be held on
Tuesday, Sept 13. Schedule an audi-
tion appointment at www.uucf.org or
scbennett@cox.net 703-281-4230.

Faith Notes



McLean Connection  ❖  September 14-20, 2011  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home Life Style

See Makeover,  Page 24

By John Byrd

The Connection

V
ienna’s Johnson family,
Christer, his wife Beth and
daughters Natalie and
Megan, recently remod-

eled the family-use areas of their circa
1960s Colonial with an eye to spend-
ing more time together, even when
working at home.

“We wanted an enhanced environ-
ment that would make it easier for
all four of us to interact, multi-task
and learn from one another,” says
Christer, 40, an IBM executive who
has occupied the 5,000 square foot
residence with his family for nearly a
decade.

“I wanted it to be easier for Beth to
do her work while keeping an eye on
the girls, and for the girls to have
some exposure to computers and the
internet.”

The family also wanted to a) access
family living areas without tracking-
in mud, b) keep down clutter, c) im-
prove kitchen efficiencies with more
visual contact to the outside and d)
create an aesthetically cohesive

whole.
Starting from these goals, Katherine

MacNeil at Sun Design Remodeling
in Burke commenced a plan that con-
verts the kitchen/great room into an
open floorplan, including specified
activity zones, uncluttered sightlines
and an orderly sense of purpose
crisply articulated in alcoves, ante-
rooms and precisely-purposed built-
ins.

“You could call it a back-to-school
makeover”, the designer quips.

MacNeil’s first challenge was to ren-
der the Johnson program and budget
as an actionable floorplan

“Katherine helped us visualize,”
Christer Johnson says. “Her drawings

allowed us to edit back a
rather over-large program
into ideas that are focused
and manageable.”

Hence:
❖ A needlessly long garage-

to-kitchen hallway bor-
rows a few square feet
from the dining room to
become a family entry,
complete with designated
closets and cubbies;

❖ A U-shaped kitchen
counter is replaced by a
triangular food prepara-
tion island and dining
counter;

❖ A wing off the rear of
the house, a hexagonal-

shaped bump out that accom-
modates a custom-designed
work-station.

“This is the command cen-
ter,” MacNeil says. “It’s the
spot where adults can check
on work projects without
leaving the family, and the
kids can start homework with
Mom nearby.”

Naturally, a key consider-
ation is where this essential
cockpit should be located.
One can’t have a “command
center” in the middle of pri-
mary traffic streams, so MacNeil proposed
an octagonal alcove that extends the rear
elevation from the breakfast area. A steel I-

beam now supports a portion of the exist-
ing rear bearing wall. The alcove also fea-
tures several divided-light windows and a

glass-facing door.
The set-up allows Beth to work from the

computer while keeping an eye on the kids

Natalie Johnson uses the microwave,
built into the kitchen island, while her
father cooks.

Christer Johnson and his wife Beth (not
pictured) can see their daughters Megan
and Natalie Johnson from their “com-
mand center” in their remodeled
kitchen.

The purpose of the renovation was to create a space where the family could multitask and learn from each
other. Here, Christer and daughter Megan prepare dinner while daughter Natalie tackles homework and a
friend uses the computer in the background.

‘Back to School Makeover’
Family renovation
allows for multi-
tasking, interaction
and family-friendly
work-at-home space.

“We wanted an enhanced
environment that would
make it easier for all four of
us to interact, multi-task
and learn from one
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Address .............................. BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .... Type .... Lot AC . PostalCode ........ Subdivision .......... Date Sold

1  7208 DULANY DR ................. 6 ... 6 ... 1 ..... MCLEAN ..... $2,270,000 .... Detached .. 1.00 ....... 22101 ......... ELMWOOD ESTATES ........ 07/15/11

2  858 CANAL DR ..................... 4 ... 3 ... 2 ..... MCLEAN ..... $1,910,000 .... Detached .. 0.92 ....... 22102 ...OLD GEORGETOWN ESTATES .. 07/28/11

3  1212 DAVISWOOD DR ........... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ..... MCLEAN ..... $1,750,000 .... Detached .. 0.83 ....... 22102 ............ SUMMERWOOD ........... 07/28/11

4  1762 KIRBY ROAD ................. 5 ... 6 ... 2 ..... MCLEAN ..... $1,715,000 .... Detached .. 0.63 ....... 22101 ............CHESTERBROOK ........... 07/21/11

5  1920 FRANKLIN AVE ............. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ..... MCLEAN ..... $1,705,000 .... Detached .. 0.34 ....... 22101 ............ FRANKLIN PARK ........... 07/22/11

6  9598 THISTLE RIDGE LN ....... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ...... VIENNA ..... $1,659,705 .... Detached .. 0.95 ....... 22182 ............. THISTLE RIDGE ............ 07/21/11

7  1702 IRVIN ST ...................... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ...... VIENNA ..... $1,447,221 .... Detached .. 0.50 ....... 22182 ............... ANKERDALE .............. 07/29/11

8  9703 LAYMINSTER LN ........... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... VIENNA ..... $1,370,000 .... Detached .. 0.84 ....... 22182 ............ FULL CRY FARM ........... 07/22/11

9  9510 ATWOOD RD ................ 4 ... 4 ... 1 ...... VIENNA ..... $1,330,000 .... Detached .. 1.00 ....... 22182 ................... WELLS .................. 07/28/11

10  3363 V LN ............................ 6 ... 5 ... 1 ..... OAKTON ..... $1,300,000 .... Detached .. 0.89 ....... 22124 ............ OAKTON CREST ........... 07/07/11

11  9541 NOORY CT ................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... VIENNA ..... $1,300,000 .... Detached .. 1.06 ....... 22182 ....... SYMPHONY MEADOWS ...... 07/21/11

12  10165 CLOVER GLEN DR ....... 6 ... 4 ... 1 ...... VIENNA ..... $1,280,000 .... Detached .. 0.94 ....... 22181 .............. WENDOVER II ............. 07/18/11

13  119 TAPAWINGO RD .............. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... VIENNA ..... $1,275,000 .... Detached .. 0.38 ....... 22180 ............ VIENNA WOODS ........... 07/01/11

14  12827 ROSE GROVE DR ......... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ..... OAK HILL .... $1,255,000 .... Detached .. 0.83 ....... 20171 .......... OAK HILL RESERVE ......... 07/29/11

15  3189 WHEATLAND FARMS DR 5 ... 4 ... 1 ..... OAKTON ..... $1,250,000 .... Detached .. 0.85 ....... 22124 ......... WHEATLAND FARMS ........ 07/15/11

16  12801 ROSE GROVE DR ......... 4 ... 5 ... 2 ..... OAK HILL .... $1,235,000 .... Detached .. 0.83 ....... 20171 .......... OAK HILL RESERVE ......... 07/29/11

17  12830 PARAPET WAY ............ 6 ... 5 ... 1 ..... OAK HILL .... $1,175,000 .... Detached .. 1.95 ....... 20171 ............ OAKTON CHASE ........... 07/25/11

18  9056 JEFFERY RD.................. 7 ... 5 ... 1 .. GREAT FALLS .. $1,150,000 .... Detached .. 0.50 ....... 22066 ............... RIVER BEND .............. 07/20/11

19  9424 BRIAN JAC LN ............... 4 ... 3 ... 1 .. GREAT FALLS .. $1,150,000 .... Detached .. 0.92 ....... 22066 ...... SADDLEBROOK ESTATES ..... 07/22/11

20  3053 PURPLE MARTIN PL ...... 5 ... 4 ... 1 .... HERNDON ..... $971,000 .... Detached .. 0.19 ....... 20171 ...... RESERVE AT STONE HILL ..... 07/25/11

21  12714 AUTUMN CREST DR .... 5 ... 4 ... 1 .... HERNDON ..... $950,000 .... Detached .. 0.30 ....... 20171 .......... FRANKLINS TRUST ......... 07/13/11

22  11331 WOODBROOK LN ....... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ..... RESTON ....... $860,000 .... Detached .. 0.22 ....... 20194 .................. RESTON ................. 07/06/11

23  1618 WOODSTOCK LN .......... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... RESTON ....... $815,000 .... Detached .. 0.20 ....... 20194 .................. RESTON ................. 07/01/11

24  11870 FAWN RIDGE LN ......... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ..... RESTON ....... $800,000 .... Detached .. 0.66 ....... 20194 .................. RESTON ................. 07/26/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

Top Sales for July

Fairfax County
REAL ESTATE

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

1  7208 Dulany Drive, McLean — $2,270,000

14  12827 Rose Grove Drive,
Oak Hill — $1,255,000

15  3189 Wheatland Farms Drive,
Oakton — $1,250,000

18  9056 Jeffery Road, Great Falls — $1,150,000

22  11331 Woodbrook Lane,
Reston — $815,000
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HomeLifeStyle

See Small Spaces,  Page 24

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hether in a tiny apartment or a
sprawling home, most people have
encountered a small-space dilemma.
A few local interior designers share

their suggestions challenges from cramped kitchens
to limited storage.

COLOR
Lauren Liess of Lauren Liess Interiors in Herndon

says never underestimate the power of color.
“It can either open up a room or make it feel

smaller, she said. “Some people might want to make
a small room feel cozy so they might use a darker
color, while others might want to open it up so they
might use a lighter color.”

“Using a common color throughout threads
through the house and brings fluidity to the space,”
said Alex Deringer who owns 2 Ivy Lane Interiors
along with her design partner Courtney Cox. “A com-
mon thread of color adds a casual elegance. It is a
unifier.”

Not everything needs to be beige. Bold colors can
work in small spaces too. “Think of [furniture] as a
little black dress,” said Deringer. “You can start with
neutrals and always accessorize it with color through
pillows or other accessories.”

LIGHTING
Lighting is important in any space, but is vital to a

small space.  “You don’t want [small homes] to feel
cramped or tight,” said Laura Campbell of Peabody
Architecture. “We try to alleviate that with lots of
natural light.”

Elizabeth Todd saw the significance of lighting
when she purchased a two story building in Old Town
Alexandria. She turned the top level into an apart-
ment which she rents to her sister. Her biggest issue:
the home had only two windows.

Todd, who houses her store The Shoe Hive in the
building’s bottom level, said: “The first thing that I
thought of when I got up there was ‘how do you make
this place lighter?’  That is the thing that we struggled
with the most.”

Todd called on Alex Deringer and Courtney Cox of
2 Ivy Lane Interiors to tackle the issue. The design
duo added recessed lights and skylights to give the
space an airy feel.

“Whether it is achieved through table lamps, floor
lamps, recessed lighting or chandeliers, a proper
lighting plan adds to the ambience and mood that is
set in a room,” said Deringer.

Big Design for Small Spaces
Interior designers use
smart storage strategies
and lighting to make small
spaces feel bigger.

Interior designers Alex Deringer (pictured) and
Courtney Cox keep the colors in a small kitchen
neutral and use unexpected lighting to add
elegance and glamour.
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1008 Eaton Drive, McLean • $1,499,000 • Open Sunday 1-4 p.m.
Jane Price, Weichert, 703-628-0470

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 17 & 18

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

McLean
1519 Pathfinder Ln...........$1,249,900...Sun 1-4...Monica Gibson......Keller Williams.......703-944-3434

1008 Eaton Dr..................$1,499,000...Sun 1-4..........Jane Price ............... Weichert.......703-628-0470

Oakton
10418 Adel Road.................$785,000...Sun 1-4.....Judi La Morte .......Long & Foster.......703-961-7110

11017 Blenheim Dr..............$745,000...Sun 1-4........Carol Taylor .......Long & Foster.......703-873-5688

Reston
1509 Autumn Ridge Cir.......$399,900..Sun. 1-4 .......Sheri Daniel ......Keller Williams.......703-489-2656

11500 Fairway Dr  #506......$400,000..Sun. 1-4........Peter Burke ............... Weichert.......703-786-3334

Sterling
47593 Watkins Island Sq.....$369,900...Sun 1-4 George Candelori..........Weichert.......703-360-7400

Vienna
8608 Pepperdine Dr.............$477,900...Sun 1-4 ...........Terry Belt ......Keller Williams.......703-242-3975

10289 Johns Hollow Rd. ..$1,395,000...Sun 1-4.....Kiran Masson.......Long & Foster.......703-790-1990

10600 Chamberlain Dr.........$949,000...Sun 2-4........Jan Evans .. Washington Fine Prop .. 202-243-1601

1424 Rosewood Hill Dr........$799,900...Sun 1-4 ........... Pat Stack ............... Weichert.......703-597-9373

1837 Batten Hollow Rd........$749,000...Sun 1-4 .. Deborah Sevier..........Jobin Realty.......571-243-4743

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Trisha at 703-778-9419, or
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

HomeLifeStyle

From Page 21

From Page 23

SMALL KITCHENS
Just because a kitchen is small on space doesn’t

mean that it can’t be big on style and efficiency.
“Open shelving instead of upper cabinetry in the

kitchen really adds to the feeling of space in a
kitchen,” said Liess.

Nicole Reynolds tried this technique when she pur-
chased her home in Old Town Alexandria four years
ago.  Built in 1825, the home is just over 1300 square
feet and has low ceilings and a galley kitchen.

“Everything needed to be replaced, and I was wor-
ried about not having enough cabinet space,” said
Reynolds.  “I wanted something chic and neutral be-
cause it is such a small space.”

Deringer and Cox created a kitchen for Reynolds
using soft colors, glass-front cabinets and small scale-
appliances like a dishwasher drawer instead of the
standard version.

“Most manufacturers have smaller depth, smaller
width appliances that can fit into smaller spaces,”
said Deringer.

STORAGE, EVEN FOR PETS
A dearth of storage space is a quandary many

people face, no matter the size of their living space.
One solution is multi-purpose furniture that can do
double-duty.

“I’ve used a shelf behind a sofa instead of the tra-
ditional console table because it provided a surface
for a pair of lamps on top and additional storage
below,” said Liess.

Ann McCord experienced the creative use of space
when she remolded her condominium. She enlisted
the help of David Peabody of Peabody Architects and
Interior designer Sarah Pak of SPI Design, who added
extra storage space to McCord’s home by using empty
wall space to build shelving.

On the wall under the stairway that leads to the
second floor, the design team added a built-in wine
rack, book shelving and spot for a bed for her cat.
Similar pet spaces are built into  wall spaces for bowls

for pet food and another space for a dog bed.
“[This keeps you from] seeing a big dog bed in the

middle of the living room,” said Pak. “By thinking
through how a person really lives in their space and
using design creatively, you can make a small space
seem bigger because everything has its place and each
function is thought through and planned for.” said
Pak.

playing in the backyard. It’s also
situated so that she can oversee
the children’s online activities
while preparing dinner.

The work-station complements
the existing decor, which mainly
deploys traditional furnishings
and soft neutral colors.

The solid maple desk features a
spacious ivory-hued granite sur-
face. Bookcases and cabinets —
finished in a brown antique glaze
— were built by Sun Design car-
penters to satisfy specific house-
hold requirements.

Other original pieces include an
alderwood hutch, a floor-to-ceil-
ing wet bar and surfaces, plus
drawers and cabinets for a wide
array of tasks and tools.

 “The built-ins make it clear that
living productively is really about
knowing what you need, and how
to put the whole picture together”

Sun Design Remodeling holds
workshops at their office in Burke.
703/425-5588 or
www.SunDesignInc.com

Photo by Deb Cobb

The remodeled space allows for family living and
multitasking; here Christer Johnson catches a quiet
moment to watch the U.S. Open tennis.

‘Back to School Makeover’

Christer says. “Having an experi-
enced guide conduct the process
is enormously helpful.”

Big Design for Small Spaces

Interior designers Alex Deringer and
Courtney Cox created a kitchen in Nicole
Reynolds’ home using soft colors, glass-
front cabinets and small scale-appli-
ances like a dishwasher drawer instead
of the standard version.
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ClassifiedClassified

DO YOU HAVE A NOVEL IN YOU?
Award-winning writer with 25 years experience

will help you write, edit, and find agents and
publishers for your work of fiction, non-fiction,

memoirs or poetry. Phone John Ryan at 703-560-
1015, or e-mail at john.tommix.ryan@gmail.com.

We also provide master tutoring, SAT PREP:
English only, critical reading, essay writing,

grammar/vocabulary/syntax.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Arsalan Hakimi, 67. On September 8, 2011, our be-
loved departed this life suddenly and flew to his final destina-
tion.  A devoted father, a loving husband, a gentle grandfa-
ther, a caring brother and a loyal friend, Arsalan brightened 
our daily lives with his kindness, optimism and tender smile.   

Arsalan was born in Iran.  He graduated from the Iran Bank-
ing Institute and became a divisional director at the Central 
Bank of Iran.  Arsalan had a profound love for adventure, and 
spent much of his time leading hiking and skiing expeditions 
throughout Iran’s rocky mountains.  He enjoyed coaching chil-
dren’s tennis, Persian poetry, and entertaining loved ones 
with his guitar and his serene voice.  Love of humanity was 
the tenet by which Arsalan lived his life.  He was a true role 
model, and his legacy will continue to inspire us all.   

Arsalan will forever live in the hearts of his loving wife Sho-
kouh Mobasher, daughter Tina (Hakimi) Moazami, son Sam 
Hakimi, son-in-law Bijan Moazami, grandchildren Cyrus and 
Darius Moazami, and countless family members and friends. 

We will celebrate Arsalan’s life and bid farewell on Thursday, 
September 15, at 11:00 am, at National Funeral Home, 7482 
Lee Highway, Falls Church, VA 22042.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Do not wish 
to be anything
but what you
are, and try 
to be that
perfectly.

-St. Francis 
de Sales

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall

Join our Playground
T e a m !
Looking for several people to assist teach-
ers in monitoring children at recess on the 
playground.  Fun and friendly environ-
ment – Flexible Hours.  $12/hr. 

Extended Care Counselors:
$8-11 hr./ based on experience.

Middle School Teachers: College degree 
required
* Latin Teachers 

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com  
Fax 703-713-3336

P/T Genr’l Office Duties
P/T small office in Great Falls, Mon - 
Fri, 9am-3pm (flexible hrs).  General of-
fice duties, some computer skills helpful.  

703-759 3723

TELEMARKETERS
Our company is seeking telemarketers for 
part time positions. Hours are flexible be-
tween 12:00pm - 8pm. Experience strongly 
preferred but not necessary. Must have good 
speaking voice. Clean, fun work environ-
ment with excellent commission packages & 
contests.    Located   in   Fairfax  off  Rt.  66. 

Call Keith at 703-383-0400

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Workplace Options (WPO)
America’s largest work-life services pro-
vider, is hiring 60-70 full-time employ-
ees  for  a  program  that  will  assist   our 
nation’s active military service men and 
women.  Entry-level through manage-
ment positions available in both Chesa-
peake and Arlington, VA.  WPO seeks 
qualified referral specialists to provide 
childcare, eldercare, and convenience 
referrals, financial and tax counselors, 
as well as a strong management team to 
provide operational support and quality 
assurance.  Competitive compensation 
and benefits, and a supportive, team-
based working environment.  Bachelor’s 
degree required.  Call center experience 
a plus.   

U.S. citizenship required.  Veterans and 
military spouses encouraged to apply. 
Background/drug checks required for 
hire.  Applicants  must   be   available   to 
begin no later than Oct. 3, 2011. 

Full job descriptions available at 
http://www.workplaceoptions.com/join
-us-job-openings.asp  

Interested applicants should submit 
cover letter and resume to: 

CareersVA@workplaceoptions.com 

Previous Lancome make-up artist, stage model.

Make shopping easy, fun!..
Call your local AVON representative

Karen at 703-577-4894 or order on line
pocahontas.avonrepresentative.com.

scarlettkp@cox.net

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

aandk.biz@gmail.com
703-593-0287

A & K Gutters and Windows

Hard Work...Humble prices!

Clean/Flush gutters and downspouts
Gutter/Gutter Guard installation

Clean windows
Free Estimates

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Member Nari/NVBIA/HBAV
Lead Safe &

Certified Green Builder

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements

End of Summer Special!
$2,500.00 off labor cost with any

$20,000 or over remodel.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Landscape Design
Imagine Gardens and Landscapes

Ava Krogmann – Designer & Horticulturist

571.212.5121 or AvaKrogmann@aol.com

Creative gardens, patios and installation

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Estimates      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

MASONRY MASONRY

North’s Tree & Landscaping
— Tree Expertise for over 30 Years —

Serving
No.

Virginia

Emergency
   Tree
 Service

10% OFF Any Tree or Landscaping Job With This Ad!
COMPLETE TREE SERVICE

Tree Removal Topping,
Elevating , Lot Clearing,

Mulching, Sodding,
Grading

★★ Free Estimates ★★ Quality Service ★★
Family-Run Business ★ Licensed & Insured

540-533-8092 • 540-636-8657

ALL PHASES OF
LANDSCAPING

Lot Clearing,
Retaining Walls,

Driveway Repair, Patios,
Privacy Fences

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CLEANING

M & M Cleaning
703-283-9479

◆Licensed
◆References
◆Residential

◆Affordable Prices

We clean houses 
for less! 20% off
FREE ESTIMATES
Satisfaction Guar.

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

MASONRY

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios
Exposed Aggregate

Sidewalks • Carports
Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick
Stonework

703-204-0733

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofing.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

HAULING HAULING

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne
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Back to Chesterbrook

News

From Page 5

said. “We want to make sure we have ca-
tastrophe plans developed. And there’s also
a personal aspect to this, we lost staff mem-
bers on 9/11. We want to elevate and raise
preparedness for our staff, and being so
close to the 9/11 anniversary makes it all
the more meaningful.”

Fairfax County Fire Chief Ronald Mastin;
Bruce McConnell, counselor to the deputy
of the Undersecretary of the National Pro-
grams and Protection Directorate of the De-
partment of Homeland Security; and Kevin
Fitzgerald, Head of Public Sector North
America, Global Transaction Services of
Citibank participated in a panel discussion.

Mastin spoke about how 9/11 has
changed the culture of public service, and
even 10 years later it served as an educa-
tional tool for new first responders.

“A lot of our first responders weren’t on
the job 10 years ago, so there’s been a true
effort in all of our emergency services to in-
still what the impact meant to our business,”
he said. “We’re probably hired 400 people
since Sept. 11, 10 years ago, and many of
those were in grade school, so we do make
an effort to keep it at the forefront.”

McConnell said one of his directorate’s
primary responsibilities is to keep the
internet a safe place where people from
around the globe can exchange information.

“Cyberspace is a unique place, a place
unlike any other really, and it has been a
place where American values have been
paramount,” he said. “Values like privacy

and civil rights and civil liberties. It’s a place
where you can associate freely, and we want
to keep that so there is the ability to share
information and people can become in-
formed about what is going on, which is
not an approach that all governments take
when it comes to cyberspace.”

REPRESENTING the financial industry,
Fitzgerald recalled the massive amount of
damage done to the financial world on 9/
11.

“There was a tremendous disruption in
the financial system. The destruction of the
World Trace Center towers inflicted loss on
the banking and investors services indus-
try,” he said. “Seventy-four percent of civil-
ian fatalities in the towers that day came
from the financial services industry.”

In addition to the loss of personnel, the
technology needed to conduct day-to-day
banking business was disrupted by the at-
tacks.

“Manhattan closed down. Markets closed
down. Communications went stale,”
Fitzgerald said. “When you have a major
disruption, banks cannot settle with each
other, and that’s what happened that day.
The Fed[eral Reserve] had to basically in-
ject $140 billion worth of liquidity into the
banking system to simply balance out the
negative accounts that occurred that day.”

During the day members of police, fire
and rescue departments, as well as Booz
Allen employees gave various demonstra-
tions on technology and other equipment
that would play a role in a similar attack.

Firefighter Justin Miller of the Dunn
Loring Volunteer Fire Department, and
employee of Booz Allen, manned a display
to show off the gear firefighters take into
the line of duty. The equipment included a
mask, coat and pants, which are also supple-
mented by tools, an air tank and other
equipment.

“All together, this stuff weighs about 50
pounds, before the air tank and the tools,”
Miller said. “The gear we have is the best,
but sometimes it works a little too well.
Sometimes it’s hard to tell when it’s getting
too hot around you.”

Miller, also a certified EMT, says he has
always been interested in emergency man-
agement.

“I think being a firefighter gives me a bet-
ter perspective on the big picture,” he said.
“I decided to give it a shot, but I might have
caught the bug a little too much.”

James Brenkert of Booz Allen showed off
a display of a vehicle trailer that can create
a mobile wi-fi network that can be deployed
to emergency situations and create a reli-
able network for people in the area, includ-
ing first responders. He also displayed a
module used by the company to teach em-
ployees about the dangers of email scams.

“We have a malware and phishing train-
ing program, where we send mock e-mails
to employees, and if they click the links to
expose their system to the ‘malware,’ they
undergo a training program,” he said. “At
first, 80 percent of people fell for the fake
e-mails, after the training, it was down to
less than 5 percent.”

Life After 9/11

Free Sheriff’s Children’s ID
Program Comes to Dranesville

The Fairfax County Sheriff’s office is currently providing par-
ents and caregivers with a free ID card for children at sched-
uled events around the County. Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) is sponsoring an event in McLean Saturday, Oct. 1,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event will take place in the Community Room of the
McLean Governmental Center, 1437 Balls Hill Road in McLean.

The laminated card being dispensed is about the size of a
driver’s license and includes a photo, thumbprints and other

vital information for authorities to use in case a child goes miss-
ing.

The ID process takes less than four minutes and uses clean,
inkless technology. The Sheriff’s Office recommends that par-
ents tuck away the card for safekeeping and have it updated
with a new photo once a year.

A 90-second YouTube video shows how simple it is to get your
child’s photo and fingerprints on a card: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZKl-CQ5aGs.

For more information contact Capt. Stacey A. Kincaid at 703-
246-3673 or by email at Stacey.Kincaid@FairfaxCounty.gov.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
J
u
l
i
e
 
S
c
h
w

a
n

Chesterbrook Elementary School students pose for a photo at a bus stop
on the first day of school.

Week in McLean

Even though I heard first what I eventually
saw, it was still an extremely pleasant sight to
see: one of my neighbors, chain saw in hand,
cutting through a tree that had fallen across
our driveway (care of Hurricane Irene), block-
ing our cars’ exit, rendering us somewhat
trapped. Nevertheless, aside from this crossing
and miscellaneous other non-threatening tree
and branch damage in our yard, we experi-
enced minimal effect and even less inconven-
ience, other than losing our cable service (tel-
evision and computer) for a few days. Overall,
we endured the Hurricane fairly well,
fortunately.

Living in a 250-year-old log cabin sur-
rounded by trees presumably just as old,
storms such as these, however, long ago
stopped being a source of curiosity and
bemusement. The combination of a saturated
ground and high winds – before, during and
after the torrential rains fell, gives me pause,
not to refresh, but rather to worry if this time,
our house will be hit by a 100-foot Maple.
Given the age and number of trees on our
property, the sound of cracking branches,
breaking limbs and trees toppling to the
ground has hardly been uncommon during our
19-year residence. Only once though, has a
tree actually landed on our house, fortunately
with minor damages. Still, having experienced
it once hardly prevents it from happening
again. The law of averages doesn’t exactly
work in determining the likelihood of a tree
falling on our house. In fact, in my mind, it’s
only a matter of time. It’s inevitable, given the
nature – of nature, that one day, probably
sooner than later, the next sound I hear will be
either my wife or myself screaming while star-
ing at a fallen tree – in our living room.

Until that day comes, I can only anticipate
the disruption and consider what preemptive
“proaction” I could take. I suppose someone
with the other half a brain that I don’t have
could easily plan for such an occurrence and
purchase the necessary tools of the trade to
circumvent – and presumably prevent, what
many homeowners – other than me, consider
their primary responsibility: property damage.

However, I have so little experience and
even less training and instincts in such matters
that when a situation arises that requires a
homeowner to act without consulting the man-
ual, the half a brain that I possess doesn’t quite
know what to do. I simply hope for the best
and try not to worry about the worst. (Oddly
enough, as I sit and write this column about
gratitude and trees falling, my philosophy
seems to mirror my attitude toward my having
cancer: control what you can, don’t worry
about what you can’t; try to think positively,
know your limitations/don’t take on more than
you can handle, and always be grateful for the
assistance and understanding of others and
most importantly, don’t be afraid to ask for that
understanding and assistance.)

Today, my neighbors, the Darlings, went
above and beyond the call of neighborly duty:
seeking us out to solve our problem. Though I
am not in any kind of distress due to the can-
cer, I am nonetheless compromised a bit by its
hold on me; not so much emotionally, but
physically for sure. Moreover, problem solving
doesn’t seem to happen as instinctively as it
once did. As such, before I could even begin
to stress over our “tree-dicament,” I heard the
“most respected tool in the homeowner’s arse-
nal:” the chainsaw whirring away up our drive-
way. And when I walked outside to inquire fur-
ther to see who had come to our aid, I saw my
neighbor Allan doing for me what I can no
longer do for myself: manual labor and heavy
lifting. What a wonderful sight! Thanks again
for your help. It is most appreciated.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

A Cut Above—
And Across



28  ❖  McLean Connection  ❖  September 14-20, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com


