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Price of Freedom
The weather was blustery on Veterans

Day last week. The ceremony, moved in-
side to the gym at the Mount Vernon Com-
munity Center, was sponsored by the
“Friends of Rock Versace” with the help
of the staff from the community center.
Miss Alexandria, Delesia A. Watson,
opened the ceremony by singing the Na-
tional Anthem. Veterans were recognized,
past and present. Brigadier General (USA,
ret.) JW Nicholson gave the keynote ad-
dress. Major James N. Rowe’s widow,
Jane, also appeared and spoke. Rowe was
in the same Vietnamese prison camp as
Versace and wrote a book “Five Years to
Freedom” about the experience. Fr. Edwin
Perez, the parochial vicar at St. Rita’s
parish, gave the closing blessing.

— Louise Krafft

Councilmember Frank
Fannon reads the
names of a few of the
67 Vietnam soldiers
from Alexandria who
died in the war.

Brigadier General
(USA, ret.) JW
Nicholson gave the
keynote address by
retelling the story of
the life and imprison-
ment and death of
U.S. Army Captain
“Rocky” Versace.

Dr. Stephen Versace and members of the West Point Class
of 1959 and Friends of Rocky Versace salute a wreath in
tribute to all of the veterans past and present.

Photos by Louise Krafft/
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I
t’s that time of year again — time to deck the
halls, roast the chestnuts, dash through the snow
and get up early for the shopping spectacle

known as Black Friday.
“Our Black Friday effort this year has really been a

collective effort,” said Elizabeth Todd, owner of the
Shoe Hive and co-founder of the Old Town Boutique
District. “Many shops have joined together to open
at 6 a.m. and offer specials only available that one
day of the year.”

The City of Alexandria has joined in the effort by

Making Black Friday Local
Merchants prepare shopping kick-off event.

See Local,  Page 8

By Montie Martin
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E
very year the Alexandria
Department of Community
& Human Services devotes

hundreds of hours to make the
holidays special for some of the
most disadvantaged residents of
Alexandria.

Suzanne Kratzok has led the
Holiday Sharing Program since
1999, and understands what it
takes to provide one gift and one
book to children in more than 800
families, as well as 150 elderly citi-
zens who may not otherwise re-
ceive anything for the holidays.

The scale of the program is
daunting. Operations begin as
early as August, and continue
throughout the fall. Cooperation
between non-profits, the Salvation
Army and churches is essential so
the maximum number of families
can receive gifts.

“Collaboration is huge, there are
five Alexandria organizations that
meet to discuss a time frame over
the summer, and to make sure
there is no duplication between
families,” said Kratzok. “We can’t
leave it ‘til Dec. 24 like the big cit-
ies who wait till the last minute,
for me that’s too risky.”

During mid-October, an average
of eight volunteers contribute 320
hours of service simply registering
families and identifying what chil-
dren would like for the holidays.

In addition to identifying and

By Michael Lee Pope
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E
arly next year, members
of the Arlington County
Board and the Fairfax
County Board of Super-

visors will make a decision that
will have drastic consequences for
the region’s transit options. At
stake is the shape of the region’s
high-capacity transit corridors and
the ability of students at Northern
Virginia Community College to
take a streetcar to class.

The question that will be before

elected leaders in Arlington and
Fairfax is where to locate a main-
tenance yard for the streetcar sys-
tem. Current plans call for the fa-
cility to be located on a plot of land
in Crystal City at a spot along the
existing line. But leaders at North-
ern Virginia Community College
have been in discussions with Ar-
lington and Fairfax about poten-
tially locating the maintenance
yard at the Alexandria campus.
Doing that would abandon exist-
ing plans for the initial line, al

Location of streetcar maintenance
yard could radically change
region’s transit options.

Extending the Line

Volunteers at
human services
on a mission.

Ensuring Happy Holidays

See Volunteers,  Page 30

See Proposal,  Page 30

Page 31
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Week in Alexandria

Who Let the Dogs Out?
Attention dog owners: Electric collars are not sufficient for re-

straining your dog in Alexandria. Put a physical restraint on Fido
or face a $100 penalty.

“We’re not outlawing electronic collars,” Mayor Bill Euille
noted. “We’re just saying that electronic collars don’t meet the
city’s requirements for restraining your dog.”

The new ordinance comes as the result of technological change
in recent years. Electronic collars have become increasingly popu-
lar as owners use the devices as a way to restrain dogs roaming
the city’s streets and parks, especially Founders Park. But the in-
crease in popularity has come with a concurrent rise in complaints.
Many pedestrians say they feel unsafe with a dog that doesn’t
seem to be restrained by anything. And other dog walkers say
they’re concerned about their dogs’ safety because there’s no way
to know that the electronic devices are on or off.

“It’s sort of a no-brainer,” said Vice Mayor Kerry Donley. “This
is about animal safety but also public safety.”

Several people testified in favor of requiring physical restraints,
and nobody testified in favor of allowing electronic collars to meet
the city’s ordinance requiring dog owners to keep their pets un-
der control. Del Ray resident Amy Slack suggested that the new
ordinance might open the door to future action.

“I would like to see the city take this a step further,” said Slack.
“Why should I have to deal with cat urine and cat feces when I’m
gardening?”

Thurman Alley
The late Doug Thurman spent years working behind the

scenes to have the city name an alley near his house in honor of
Alexandria police Sgt. Elton Hummer, the only Alexandria of-
ficer to die in the line of duty whose murder has never been solved.
Now Alexandria is about to return the favor, naming the alley
behind Thurman’s house in his honor.

“I was stunned because the Hummer family lived next door to
where I lived,” said Thurman in a 2008 interview. “This is the
type of thing people should remember because these guys are
risking their lives every day of the year.”

Back in September, City Council members unanimously ap-
proved a proposal to name the alley behind 804 Duke Street in
honor of Thurman, a prominent civic activist and history enthu-
siast. Thurman was a very private individual, and many were
unaware of his accomplishments until he died in January. He was
so secretive that people who knew him for years knew nothing
about his private life. After he died, the Old Town Civic Associa-
tion requested that the city consider naming the alley in honor of
Thurman to recognize his work to name Hummer Alley.

“He wouldn’t want it,” said restaurateur Pat Troy, whose po-
litical campaigns were managed by Thurman. “He would say, ‘Pat,
you mean to tell me that these people got together and named an
alley after me? Will you check to see if their brains are all right?’”

The ceremony will take place Saturday morning at 9 a.m. in
the alley behind Thurman’s house at 804 Duke Street.

 Murray To Run Again
Returns from last week’s elections are still be analyzed, but the

politics of 2012 are already moving forward. Two days after last
week’s election, Republican Patrick Murray announced a sec-
ond campaign against longtime incumbent U.S. Rep. Jim Moran
(D-8). Last year, Moran won with an overwhelming 61 percent of
the vote. Next year, Murray hopes to build on the 37 percent of
voters who supported his last campaign.

“Campaigns are a crucible,” said Murray in a written statement
announcing his candidacy two days after the election. “But just
as with my military service, this is a matter of duty for me.”

One of the arguments Moran used against Murray in the last
campaign is that he had no ties to the community, one famously
referring to him as a “stealth” candidate. Since that time Murray
has been appearing at Alexandria Chamber of Commerce events
and public hearings at City Hall. Now, Murray says, he’s ready
to unseat the man who has represented Alexandria in Congress
since 1991.

— Michael Lee Pope

News

Pat Troy, left, welcomes Old Town resident
Gen. Stanley McChrystal (ret.) to the
launch of his book Nov. 13 at Ireland’s
Own Restaurant.

Pat Troy, left, leads the crowd in singing “God Bless America” at the Nov. 13 launch of
his new book.

Pat Troy, left, signs a copy of his book for
Boyd Walker.

An Irish Tale
Legendary restaurateur
Pat Troy launches memoir
detailing business and
politics in Alexandria.

By Michael Lee Pope
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T
he lowest point in Pat Troy’s new mem-
oir, “I Have a Story to Tell,” comes in the
late 1990s. The outspoken Irishman
wanted to move his restaurant from

North Royal Street, where the voter registrar’s office
is now located, to North Lee Street, where’s
Hannelore’s is now located. But there was opposi-
tion — serious opposition from nearby condominium
owners who were concerned about excessive noise
and public urination.

“Ireland’s Own is not just a bar,” wrote one woman
in a tract opposing the permit. “It is an Irish bar.”

Troy doesn’t name the woman in his memoir, al-
though he makes a point of identifying all the City
Council members who voted for and against his spe-
cial use permit. The ones opposing it were then
Mayor Kerry Donley, Councilwoman Del Pepper,
Councilman David Speck and Councilman Lonnie
Rich. The ones voting in favor of the permit were
Vice Mayor Bill Cleveland, Councilman Bill Euille and

Councilwoman Lois Walker. The four-to-three vote
remains a touchstone for the Irish restaurateur.

“It still rankles me the way the city treated me,”
Troy writes in his memoir. “Some of it may have to
do with my politics, with my friendship with the
Reagans, for instance. But I’m an independent per-
son. Politics should have nothing to do with it.”

Then things go from bad to worse. Troy’s silent
partner in the business, whom he also does not name
in the book, filed a lawsuit the Irishman describes as
“unmerciful.” He was forced to buy all of the
restaurant’s equipment at auction. He eventually
settled the lawsuit, although Troy says he still con-
siders the unidentified amount “blood money.”

“I’ll never forget the bitterness over that,” Troy ad-
mits. “It was a terrible time.”

IT’S NOT QUITE a tell-all memoir, considering that
he decided to leave out the names of key players
who appear in an unfavorable light. Perhaps that’s
to be expected from Troy, a man who finds a way to
subdue his temper with a sense of compassion and
grace. Perhaps that’s why one of Troy’s favorite max-
ims is that “it’s nice to be important, but it’s more
important to be nice.” It’s also how the Irishman has
carved out a spot for himself as a Living Legend in

See An Irish Tale,  Page 3
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Alexandria’s
Favorite Pet Supply Store.

Huge Savings on Nature’s Variety Products!

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/2012

Save on Prairie or Instinct Kibble!

$3 OFF A SMALL BAG
$5 OFF A MEDIUM BAG
$10 OFF A LARGE BAG

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

Fall
into the Shops at Bradleeinto the Shops at Bradlee

Where Seasonal Shopping is a Pleasure

A Champion for Heroes

USN Lt. Cmdr. and Iraq veteran Matthew
Ivy, right, is congratulated by heavyweight
champion Riddick Bowe as he celebrates
at his bachelor party Nov. 11 at American
Legion Post 24 in Old Town. With him is
his brother Mark Ivy, an Army Special
Forces Purple Heart recipient and Iraq and
Afghanistan veteran.
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Riddick Bowe thanks Alexandria veterans.

People

T
wo-time world heavy-
weight boxing cham-
pion Riddick Bowe
made a surprise visit to

American Legion Post 24 Nov. 11 to
spend Veterans Day with the men
and women from Alexandria who
have served in the Armed Forces.

“You are truly America’s heroes,”
Bowe said as he walked through-
out the room greeting veterans
and active duty service members.
“It is an honor to be here with you
tonight.”

Bowe was in town to see the
play “The Berg Diaries” at the
Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center.
Upon learning of the gathering of
veterans at Post 24, he asked to
visit and personally thank the men
and women for their sacrifice to
the nation.

“What an incredible night,” said
Lt. Cmdr. Matthew Ivy, an Alexan-
dria resident and Iraq veteran who
was celebrating his bachelor party
at Post 24. “The champ was amaz-
ing to talk to and made this a
weekend I won’t ever forget.”

— Jeanne Theismann
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Come join us at the Holiday Inn, Alexandria Southwest,
Hoffman Town Center for the annual Thanksgiving day Champagne Buffet!

Thursday, November 24, 2011 from 11am-3pm

Reservations: 703-960-3400 X 1120
Seating times: 11am, 1pm & 3pm

All Inclusive Buffet:
$32.95 – Adults

$14.95 – Children 10 and under
FREE – Children under 3

Price does not include
tax or tip

BUFFET INCLUDES:
SALADS WITH SPICED SHRIMP
INTERNATIONAL CHEESE & FRUIT TRAY
STEAMSHIP ROUND OF BEEF, HONEY CURED HAM, OVEN
ROASTED TURKEY, TENDERLOIN OF BEEF WITH MADEIRA
SAUCE, CHICKEN MARSALA, BROILED FLOUNDER
AN ARRAY OF TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY SIDES
EGGS BENEDICT, APPLE FILLED
PANCAKES, SCRAMBLED EGGS, BACON & SAUSAGE
ASSORTMENT OF PASTRIES, PIES & FRUIT TARTLETS
CHAMPAGNE TOAST (LIMIT ONE PER PERSON)

THANKSGIVING IS AT OUR HOUSE!THANKSGIVING IS AT OUR HOUSE!

Bring
this ad

for $4 off
 for adult prices only

one per customer

If you need a
smoke alarm
installed in
your home

call

703-746-5274
FDCommunityServices@alexandriava.gov

The Alexandria Fire department is providing and installing smoke, combination smoke and carbon
monoxide and special hearing impaired smoke alarms to the citizens of Alexandria free of charge

as part of a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG). Alarms are available on first come,
first service basis, while supplies last. Some restrictions apply.

The Alexandria Fire department is providing and installing smoke, combination smoke and carbon
monoxide and special hearing impaired smoke alarms to the citizens of Alexandria free of charge

as part of a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG). Alarms are available on first come,
first service basis, while supplies last. Some restrictions apply.

Alexandria Fire
Department

Si necesita un detector de humo
instalado en su casa llame al

703-746-5274
FDCommunityServices@alexandriava.gov

Alexandria Fire
Department

Si necesita un detector de humo
instalado en su casa llame al

703-746-5274
FDCommunityServices@alexandriava.gov

Taylor Run
NEW NEIGHBORS
The dashing figure you see

scooting around on top of Shuter’s
Hill on a red Vespa is Whitney
Russell, who moved here with hus-
band Toby Russell from Logan
Circle.

“He’s a good guy,” says Whitney,
explaining that her husband
changed his name from Dougherty
to Russell, because he has twin
brothers and one sister, and
Whitney is an only child. Whitney
is an attorney specializing in large
corporate litigation. Toby is vice-
president of mobile technology for
Capital One.

The Russells met at Middlebury
in Vermont which is Whitney’s
home state. Whitney’s under-
graduate degree is from
Middlebury and her law degree is
from Columbia Law School. Toby,
who is from Texas, has a doctor-
ate in Russian. Toby’s hobbies are
running and boxing; Whitney’s is
yoga and she loves to read. Their
two dogs are Cavalier King Charles
spaniels.

CAN TRAFFIC PROBLEMS
BE SOLVED?

Our neighbor Kevin Posey of
Carlyle Terrace, chairman of the
Alexandria Transportation Com-
mission, has helped to write the
criteria by which all transportation
projects are to be ranked. The
Commission, realizing that the
passage of traffic through Alexan-
dria is one of our main problems,
has established theoretical
transitways that go through Alex-
andria. Each will have a dedicated
right-of-way. Sidewalks, speed
bumps (of which Kevin says there
ought to be no more) and other
traffic-calming devices are being
considered.

ALEXANDRIA NATIVE
Kevin was born right here in Al-

exandria. His wife, Lee Posey,
works for the National Conference
of State Legislatures, and serves as
deacon at the Old Presbyterian
Meeting House.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Obituary

Neighborhood

Matthew Johnson
Matthew “Neil” Johnson, 88, of

Sweetwater Golf & Country Club
in Haines City, Fla., died Nov. 8,
2011 of heart failure.

Born June 29, 1923 in Town of
Potomac, Arlington, Va. Neil
served in the U.S. Army during
WWII, and is a retired Alexandria
Deputy Sheriff. Married Sept. 8,
1947, he is preceded in death by
his wife, Margaret Holloway
Johnson and survived by his sons,
Matthew N. Johnson, Jr. of
Woodbridge, Va., John E. Johnson
of Haines City, Fla. and Martin H.
Johnson of Clifton, Va. He leaves
six grandchildren and eight great
grandchildren. He attended Lake
Alfred United Methodist Church in
Fla. He will be laid to rest in beau-
tiful Virginia countryside at

Marshall Cemetery.
Neil was a Life Member of Alex-

andria Volunteer Fire Department,
Potomac Engine Co. 2. Also a 71-
year member of Potomac Lodge
#38. He was a Life Member of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles, Charter
Member of VFW Post 1503 Men’s
Auxiliary, and a member of the Del
Ray Methodist Church.

The family will receive visitors
on Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011 from
2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at Cunningham
Funeral Home, 811 Cameron St.
Alexandria. A graveside service
will be held on Saturday, Nov. 19,
2011 at 10 a,m, at Marshall Cem-
etery in Marshall Virginia. Condo-
lences may be sent via
w w w . c u n n i n g h a m
funeralhome.net.

Kateryna Savchyn of Alexan-
dria, a Senior at Gettysburg College, is
spending the Fall 2011 semester study-
ing in England.

Alexandria resident Sadia
Sayeed successfully completed Ross
University School of Medicine’s inten-
sive academic program and received a
Doctor of Medicine degree on June 10.
Following graduation, Dr. Sayeed en-
tered into the Clinical and Anatomic
Pathology residency program at Virginia
Commonwealth University.

D’Lontae Sewell from Alexan-
dria was named to the dean’s list at
Norwich University for the Spring 2011
semester.

Vincent Aftanas, a resident of Al-
exandria, is among 667 students from

School Notes

School of Visual Arts who received un-
dergraduate degrees at the College’s
commencement exercises on Thursday,
May 12, at Avery Fisher Hall, Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts, New
York City. Aftanas graduated with a BFA
in Film and Video.

Collin M. Jenkins of Alexandria
was one of 486 seniors who graduated
from Colby College on May 22, receiv-
ing a bachelor of arts degree at the
outdoor commencement in Waterville,
Maine. Collin, the son of John Jenkins
and Nancy Stiles of Alexandria, majored
in international studies and middle east-
ern studies (independent) . He is a
graduate of John Dewey Academy.

Daniel A. Carman of Alexandria
was named to the dean’s list at Boston
University for the Spring semester.
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By Michael Lee Pope
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S
ix months after the Union invasion
of Alexandria, loyalists launched an
effort to seize control of City Hall.
The move culminated 150 years

ago this month, pitting Alexandrians who
were willing to take a loyalty oath against
those who were not.

The hostile takeover started during a ses-
sion of military court, held at the beginning
of the month at City Hall. A lawyer for the
Union Association pointed out that none of
the city officials had taken the oath of alle-
giance required by the convention in Wheel-
ing that established the government for
occupied Virginia. Then a lawyer represent-
ing the city argued that the military court
had no jurisdiction in Alexandria, adding
that city officials had received no notice
from the Wheeling authorities that any oath
was required. The court ruled that all city
officials should take the oath of allegiance
within a week.

That opened the door for a conspiracy.
Before the week was out, members of the

Union Association were already meeting at
the Lyceum to plot their strategy for taking
control of the city. A select group of mem-
bers were appointed to a committee to con-
fer with military authorities on how to oust
the city government. The association also
decided that its members would hold their
own election for a variety of city offices,
including mayor, auditor, tax collectors,
measurers of lumber, wood and bark, su-
perintendent of police and gas and clerk of
the market.

Mayor William Price objected to the con-
spiracy, questioning the legality of the elec-
tions. He pointed to an act from May 7,
1852 that required the city to hold munici-
pal elections annually on the first Tuesday
in March. Because the Union Association’s

election would obviously not conform to
that schedule, the city attorney argued, the
scheme was illegal. The occupied govern-
ment in Wheeling disagreed, scheduling a
city election in Alexandria on Nov. 20, 1861.

The Alexandria Common Council passed
a protest against the election, adopting a
resolution that described it as “utterly sub-
versive of all law … which, if persisted in,
must result in serious damage to the peace
and credit of the same.” Fourth Ward Al-
derman Edgar Snowden, who was also the
editor of the Alexandria Gazette, argued
that the protest should be passed at once,
especially considering the Board of Alder-
men may not be able to meet again before
the Union loyalists held their election.

“Delays in these times were dangerous,”
his newspaper reported. “A man could not
tell tonight whether his head would be upon
his shoulders tomorrow morning.”

TENSIONS MOUNTED as Election Day
approached. The day before the election,
the provost marshal arrived at City Hall and
took possession of the building. First he
occupied the offices of the mayor and audi-
tor, then moved to seize control of the cham-
bers of the Board of Aldermen and Com-
mon Council. The auditor protested, but
was forced to hand over the keys by the
occupying military force. That afternoon’s
newspaper carried a written statement from
the auditor making it clear that this was a
hostile takeover of the Alexandria city gov-
ernment.

“I, James A. English, Auditor of the city
of Alexandria, do hereby enter my protest
against the forcible taking from me, by mili-
tary authority, the keys of the Auditor’s of-
fice, and the books and papers therein con-
tained, and deny that the laws of the State
of Virginia, either of Richmond or Wheel-
ing, authorize any such proceedings.”

Turnout for the election wasn’t exactly
what the Union Association expected. The
Local News, a scaled-down wartime version
of the Gazette, reported on a meeting of
the association that night at the Lyceum in
which the president of the association an-
nounced that “the Union men had not come
out as they should have done.” Even though
the association boasted a membership of
460 members, many of them obviously

failed to show up when the polls were open.
Secretary William White said that while he
was acting as clerk of the First Ward when
a man entered the precinct and insulted him
and the commissioners, calling him a
“scoundrel” and a “spy.”

“Great curiosity was manifested to know
the individual to whom allusion was made,
and there were calls to name the man,” the
Local News reported. “But no name was
given.”

In keeping with the Victorian standards
of the era, the group was then entertained
by a song. Then Ferguson Beach spoke and
said that the United States government was
strong, had money and “all things that were
necessary in these troublesome times.” An-
other speaker took the floor to defend the
hostile takeover as placing the hands of City
Hall in “loyal hands,” as authorized by the
Wheeling convention. As if to underscore
the point, members of the association then
publicly took an oath of allegiance to the
United States government and signed the
constitution of the Union Association.

Federal Judge J.R. Freese, who was also
serving assistant adjutant general and pro-
vost, congratulated the newly elected mem-
bers of the occupied city government. He
told the assembled group that the he
thought the special election would be “the
brightest page upon the history of Alexan-
dria.” He also said the low turnout could
be explained by the fact that most mem-
bers of the association were newcomers to
Alexandria and, therefore, not entitled to
vote. Although secessionists looked down
on Unionists with scorn since the war broke
out the tables had now turned.

“The Union women of the town could
now carry their heads on one side, and
tossed back like the secession women had
been doing,” the Local News reported.
“When they passed each other on the street
now, the secession women looked scornful.”

NEWLY ELECTED Mayor Lewis McKenzie
told the crowd assembled at the Lyceum
that he had not sought the office of mayor.
He said he was sorry that Mayor Price had
to be turned out, although he also said he
was sorry that the former mayor had not
been “a good Union citizen.” He complained
that the Union men of Alexandria “had been
treated very badly” by their secession breth-
ren. He also announced that the salaries
would be cut so that it was clear that Union

men were not after the offices for money.
The chairman of the association then pre-
sented the judge with a bouquet from a 6-
year-old child.

“He attributed the present war to wrong
teaching of the youth in the Southern
States,” the Local News reported.

The band played “Home Sweet Home,”
and the meeting adjourned. The following
day, the new government got down to busi-
ness. Meeting at City Hall on Friday, Nov.
22, the newly elected Board of Aldermen
assembled and once again took an oath of
allegiance to the United States government.
The Common Council was then called to
order, and Mayor McKenzie addressed the
assembled crowd.

“He regretted that a change in the mu-
nicipal government had become necessary,”
the Local News reported. “But, under the
circumstances, it could not be avoided.”

Whether or not the hostile takeover of the
Alexandria city government was conducted
legally is an open question. Former City
Historian Michael Miller’s book “Alexandria
City Officialdom” explains “the legally
elected City Council of Alexandria was re-
moved by occupational Federal troops in
November 1861.” The military gave the
newly elected city elected officials the back-
ing to restrict all newspapers not favorable
to the Lincoln administration from enter-
ing the city, and they also required all mer-
chants to purchase new licenses.

“Throughout the war,” wrote historian
James Barber, “residents not taking the oath
risked numerous and sometime unforeseen
consequences.”

Jurors were forced to take the oath be-
fore sitting to hear cases in court, residents
who wanted to leave town had to take the
oath, and one man was even refused the
ability to bury his child in the town cem-
etery unless he swore an allegiance to the
United States.

History

Hostile Takeover
Union loyalists take
control of Alexandria
from Confederate
sympathizers.

The old City Hall, where city officials who refused to take a loyalty
oath to the United States government were ousted from office.

Lewis McKenzie
became mayor
in the hostile
takeover of the
Alexandria city
government
that happened
150 years ago
this month.

The Lyceum,
where the
plot was
hatched to
seize control
of the city
government.
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From Page 1

Business

offering free Black Friday
parking at meters through-
out the city as well as at city
garages.

“The city is helping the
local retailers by opening
city garages at 6 a.m. for
Black Friday shoppers,”
Todd said. “There was a
smaller effort last year but
this is the first year we have
been able to get the word
out about the Black Friday
events going on right in Old
Town.”

The Old Town Boutique
District has taken the lead
in promoting the “shop lo-
cal” theme this year by of-
fering discounts and shop-
ping hours to rival those in
larger retail areas.

“We have a great direc-
tory of participating stores
and their Black Friday dis-
counts on our website,”
Todd said. “Shoppers can
download a comprehensive
gift guide and get informa-
tion about the hours and
specials for specific stores
that they may want to visit.”

The Old Town Boutique
District website -
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com - lists the stores
participating in the Black Friday promotion as well
as parking information and shopping hours. Many
stores will offer 30 percent discounts from 6 to 8
a.m., 20 percent off from 8 to 10 a.m. and 10 per-
cent off all day.

“This is the only day of the year my entire store is
on sale,” Todd said. “Things that are never on sale
at my shop and others will be discounted only for
Black Friday.”

In addition to The Shoe Hive, local shops partici-
pating in the promotion include Diva Boutique,
Goldworks USA, BeautyFull Boutique, The Christ-
mas Attic, fibre space, La Cuisine, Zoe Boutique, Pink
and Brown, Pacers, Gossypia, Hysteria and Olio Tast-

The Shoe Hive will be participating in the Old
Town Black Friday shopping event.

ing Room. A
printed version of
the online gift
guide will also be
available at par-
ticipating shops
and the Visitors
Center beginning
Black Friday.

“We’re very ex-
cited about this
year,” Todd said.
“Black Friday just
keeps growing
and getting bigger
every year for us.”

New to Old
Town this year is
a “pictures with
Santa” opportu-
nity at the Meals
on Wheels meet-
ing space at 210 S.
Union St.

“Santa Claus
will be available
for photos every
weekend begin-
ning Nov. 26,” said
Todd, who saw
the need when she
realized that she
had to go else-
where to get pic-
tures of her own

children taken with Santa. “We’re doing everything
we can to see that Old Town offers everything the
bigger retail areas offer during the holidays.”

Also on Black Friday, the City of Alexandria will
hold the traditional Tree Lighting Ceremony at Mar-
ket Square at 7 p.m. Entertainment includes a visit
from Santa, a performance of Santa’s Frosty Follies
by the Metropolitan Fine Arts Center, plus caroling
and a community sing along.

“I’m very excited about Black Friday this year,” Todd
said. “I hope everyone comes out to join us. I know
I’ll be there. I don’t want to miss out on all the fun!”

In addition to the free parking on Black Friday, city
parking garages in Old Town cost just $2 all day Sat-
urday and after 5 p.m. on weeknights.

Making Black Friday Local
Byer’s Choice collectibles are available at The Christmas
Attic.

A Scottish Santa ornament
at The Christmas Attic.
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Pavilion Oblivion
Anyone who has been to the waterfront Food Pavilion in recent

months has seen an operation in freefall. The Ethiopian restau-
rant closed a year ago, and several of the vendors have closed up
shop. The building is largely empty, with only two businesses re-
maining in what has become a moribund enterprise.

Now the business owner is ready to pull the plug. The pavilion
will close before the end of the year.

“It’s been struggling for quite some time,” said Barbara Ross,
deputy director of the Department of Planning and Zoning. “We
would be very pleased to see an upgrade of the building.”

The land is owned by the city, although the building and the
business are privately owned. Several sources familiar with plans
in circulation describe a concept known as Miller’s Ale House,
which would include a new balcony and outdoor seating. That’s
in stark contrast to what local residents called for in public meet-
ings that led to the waterfront small area plan, which was a mar-
ket hall similar to Eastern Market or Dean & Deluca.

“No plan has been submitted yet,” said Ross. “But we know
there has been interest in doing something different with the prop-
erty for some time.”

Recommendation 3.51 of the waterfront small-area plan under
consideration by the Alexandria City Council calls for the city to
“work with the leaseholder of the Food Court to attract more
successful uses that better meet resident and visitor needs, in-
cluding options such as a market hall, cultural venue, restaurants
or shops featuring locally made goods.” The plan also calls for a
design that would “address the use conflicts and other design
problems in Thompson’s Alley, and generally maintain a similar
height and footprint as the current building.”

Grand Marshal Ticer
In one of her last official acts as an elected official, state Sen.

Patsy Ticer (D-30) will serve as grand marshal for the Campagna
Center’s 41 Annual Scottish Christmas Walk. The yearly event is
the chief fundraiser for one of the city’s leading nonprofit organi-
zations, which serves more than 1,700 children each day.

“It’s a special pleasure for me, as a longtime admirer and some-
times participant in an organization that has served Alexandria’s
families and children so well since the days when it was still the
Alexandria Y, and I was a young mother,” said Ticer. “It is a very
important part of the fabric of our wonderful city.”

Ticer was the first woman mayor of Alexandria, taking the city’s
top elected spot after former mayor U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8)
was elected to Congress in 1990. She was elected to the Virginia
state Senate in 1995, and her term will end when Adam Ebbin
is sworn in to replace her. Her late husband Jack Ticer attended
elementary school in the building where the Campagna Center is
now located.

“This is a wonderful way to honor all of those working to better
our communities by coming together to participate in this cel-
ebrated Alexandria tradition,” said Tammy Mann, president and
CEO of the Campagna Center.

The First Pane
It’s no surprise to anyone that Old Town is full of, well, old

houses. Many are in need of some tender loving care. That’s where
the Public Broadcasting Service comes in. Next month, “This Old
House” host Kevin O’Connor and general contractor Tom Silva
will be in Alexandria to shoot a segment restoring an old window
in a house built by George Washington.

“We’ve been at this for a decade now and have tackled hun-
dreds of projects inside and outside the home,” said senior series
producer Chris Wolfe. “Our goal is not only to help the
homeowners we visit, but also to show millions of viewers the
tools and techniques that will allow them to complete all sorts of
projects in their houses.”

The 10th anniversary season will feature 26 new episodes, in-
cluding ones taped in the District of Columbus and Annapolis.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters
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eye2eye optometry corner

Trunk Show
Extravaganza

Saturday, December 3rd, 10:00am to 3:00pm

Amazing Raffle Prizes
and Refreshments

Eye Exams Available
Call for an Appointment

30% OFF30% OFF
Dr. Dora Adamopoulos

www.myeye2eye.com
1502 Mt. Vernon Ave

703-548-0122

SATURDAY/NOV. 19
Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. With over

60 exhibitors/vendors, Santa’s workshop crafts,
gingerbread houses, bake sale and Christmas
café, children’s games and prizes, visit with
Santa/keepsake photo, yesterday’s book sale,
and raffle with prizes. At St. Mary’s School, 400
Green Street, Alexandria.

Flea Market. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Large selection of
collectibles, trinkets, gadgets, books and attic
treasures. There will be a corner dedicated to
children’s items, including toys and books, in
addition to baked goods and lunch. At Trinity
United Methodist Church, 2911 Cameron Mills
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-549-5500.

Holiday Shop. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Some 50
artisans in fiber arts, wood, paper, metal, glass,
clay, photography and orchids. There will be a
quilt raffle, Country Kitchen with handmade
baked goods, chutneys and more, an attic/resale
boutique, gently used jewelry shop, a
gingerbread house raffle and a warm lunch. In
celebration of the 50th Anniversary, there will
be a show of many of the quilts made over the
years and door prizes. At Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill Lane, off Fort
Hunt Road, intersection of Mason Hill and Fort
Hunt. Call 703-765-5950.

Handmade Holiday Craft Fair. 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Free. Advanced engineering students at
T.C. Williams High School are hosting their
second annual handmade holiday craft fair. Last
year’s  fair raised $1,600, which was donated to
Joining Hearts and Hands, an organization that
promotes educational and social promotion in
Kenya and Tanzania. This money helped build a
classroom in Tanzania for the Usumbara Girls
High School (pictured). The students this year
hope to raise even more money to contribute to
the same cause.  Contact Jennifer Moshier for
information about how to become a vendor.

NOV. 25 TO DEC. 18
Mount Vernon by Candlelight. 5 to 8:30 p.m.

recurring weekly on Sunday, Saturday. “Mrs.
Washington” hosts an enchanting evening of
candlelit tours, fireside Christmas caroling, and
hot cider and ginger cookies. The Mount Vernon
by Candlelight tour includes the first and second
floors, featuring characters from the
Washingtons’ world guiding visitors through the
home and adding ambiance and authenticity to
a traditional Christmas evening at Mount
Vernon. At George Washington’s Mount Vernon
Estate, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway,
Mount Vernon. Admission: Adults: $20;
Children 11 and under: $14. Visit
www.MountVernon.org or call 703-780-2000.

NOV. 25 TO JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

recurring daily. Holiday visitors will enjoy
themed decorations (including 12 Christmas
trees), a gingerbread replica of the Mansion
created by former White House pastry chef
Roland Mesnier, chocolate making
demonstrations, and a rare opportunity to tour
the third floor of the Mansion. In 1787, George
Washington paid 18 shillings to bring a camel to
Mount Vernon for his guests’ enjoyment. During
Christmas at Mount Vernon, visitors can meet
Aladdin the camel. At George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Estate, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon. Christmas at
Mount Vernon admission is included in general
admission: $15/adults; $7/youth. Call 703-780-
2000.

THURSDAY/DEC. 1
NOVA Community Chorus. 7:30 p.m. Winter

Concert. NOVA Community Chorus, Dr. Mark
Whitmire, Director, will perform Sergie
Rachmaninoff’s The Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom, for mixed chorus a capella. At the
Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 North
Beauregard Road, Alexandria. Contact Dr.
Whitmire at mwhitmire@nvcc.edu or 703-845-
6097.

FRIDAY/DEC. 2
ArtFest 2011. 6 to 9 p.m. Open house and holiday

party. Check out where the most hands-on
classes are taught while enjoying a variety of
artist demos, 2D/3D exhibits, holiday ceramic
and jewelry sales (held throughout the
weekend), live music by Rew Smith Band, food
and drinks. At The Art League’s Madison Annex,
305 Madison Street, Alexandria.

Christmas Marketplace. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free
admission. A collection of unique vendors under
one roof, including Haute Papier, Discovery
Toys, Silver Star Collection, and more. At the
George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

Taste of Scotland. 7 to 11 p.m. Patron Pub opens
at 7 p.m.; General Admission 8 to 11 p.m. A
tasting featuring a vast number of scotches to
entice each guest. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, ales,
and wine also served.  Patron tickets $175/
person; $275/couple; $100 general admission.
At George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

DEC. 2 AND 3
Christmas Boutique. Heritage Presbyterian

Church is hosting a “Made by the Bell”
Christmas Boutique on Friday, Dec. 2 from 5 to
8 p.m.; and Saturday, Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Handmade Christmas décor, ornaments,
hand knitted items, baked goods, and unique
gifts are among the items for sale.  Heritage
Presbyterian Church is at 8503 Fort Hunt Road.
One hundred percent of the proceeds go to
support Heritage Presbyterian Women’s
outreach programs for children and women.
Call 703-360-9546.

Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend.  Includes
a parade through Old Town, holiday festivities,
a marketplace, heather and green sales, Holiday
Designer Tour of Homes, a scotch tasting — the
Taste of Scotland. Patsy Ticer is the Grand
Marshall. Sponsored by the Campagna Center,
The St. Andrew’s  Society of Washington, D.C.,
and the Scottish Government. Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

DEC. 2-4
ArtFest Weekend. Ceramic and Pottery Show

and Sale; Jewelry Show and Sale; Retrospective
show and sale of work by Nancy Reinke,
featuring prints, drawings, paintings, rugs.
Friday, Dec. 2 from noon to 9 p.m.; Saturday,
Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 4
from noon to 5 p.m. At The Art League’s
Madison Annex, 305 Madison Street,
Alexandria.

The Nutcracker. Presented by BalletNova
(formerly The Center Dance Company/Arlington
Center for Dance). Performances are Friday,
Dec. 2 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 3 at 1 p.m.
and 5:30 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 4 at 11 a.m.;
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 1 p.m. At Bishop Ireton High
School, 201 Cambridge Road, Alexandria.
Because of the limited availability of the theater,
BalletNova presents a series of “Petite
Performances” at both Bishop Ireton High
School and the BalletNova Center for Dance
Studios. These shorter 45-50-minute mini-

performances include a narrative of the story,
and highlights from Act II - The Kingdom of the
Sweets and are especially appropriate for the 3 -
5 year old crowd. To date the schedule is:
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 11 a.m. at Bishop Ireton High
School; Saturday, Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
and 3 p.m. at BalletNova Center for Dance
Studios, 3443 Carlin Springs Road, Falls Church.
Tickets are $13 to $35. Petite Performances are
$5 to $20. Visit www.BalletNova.org, or call
703-778-3008.

Holiday Market. Free admission. 16th annual Del
Ray Artisans Holiday Market offers handmade
work from 20 local artists and bake sale to
benefit Rebuilding Together Alexandria.  Dec. 2
from 6 to 9 p.m. (reception); Dec. 3 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Dec. 4 from noon to 4 p.m. At
the Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
HolidayMarket

SATURDAY/DEC. 3
41st Annual Scottish Walk Parade. 11 a.m.

Over 100 Scottish clans, pipe and drum bands,
Scottish dancers, Scottie dog groups, and, Santa
will march through the streets of Old Town.
Brought to you by the Junior Friends of The
Campagna Center and the Saint Andrew’s
Society of Washington, D.C., with support from
the City of Alexandria. The Parade Grand
Marshal is the Hon. Patsy Ticer. Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

Ornament-Decorating Workshop. 1 to 4 p.m.
Sponsored by the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum. On the third floor of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 North Union Street,
#327, in Old Town Alexandria.

Call 703-746-4399 or visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Holiday Designer Tour of Homes. 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tickets are $30/advance; $35/day of tour.
Stroll through seven historic properties in
Alexandria, which are dressed up for the
holidays. Featured properties: 206 Wolfe St.;
716 Wolfe St.; 408 Prince St.; 103 Prince St.;
430 S. St. Asaph St.; 228 S. Pitt St. (St. Paul’s);
418 S. Washington St. (The Campagna Center).

Visit www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.
Holiday Boat Parade of Lights. Free.

Festivities at 4 p.m.; Boat Parade at 6 p.m.
Alexandria’s harbor lights up when more than
50 illuminated boats cruise the Potomac River at
the historic waterfront. Festivities begin at the
Alexandria City Marina behind the Torpedo
Factory Art Center at 4 p.m. with live
performances and Santa arriving by fireboat at
4:15 p.m. At the Alexandria City Marina, One
Cameron St., Alexandria.
VisitAlexandriaVA.com; 703-746-3301.

Holiday Calendar

St. Mary’s School Elementary
School Holiday Bazaar will be
held this Saturday, Nov. 19, at
the school.

The Taste of Scotland will be on
Friday, Dec. 2, from 7-10 p.m. at
the Masonic Temple.
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right now is facing extra demand and needs
both volunteer and financial help.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

family to provide a holiday food basket and
fulfill some wishes for gifts. Many organiza-
tions encourage the donation of gift cards.
Every local group seeking to help the needy

Opinion

A
s the holidays approach, many
nonprofits that provide holiday
meals, food support and other ser-
vices for people in need are report-

ing that they are overwhelmed.
More than 45,000 students in Fairfax County

Public Schools are from families poor enough
to qualify for free or reduced priced meals.
That’s more than 25 percent of students in the
schools. In Arlington, 34 percent of students

are poor enough to qualify for
free or reduced meals. In the
City of Alexandria, more than
54 percent of students are poor.

In Fairfax County, 46,000 live below the pov-
erty line; more than 80,000 have no health
insurance.

In Northern Virginia, thousands are unem-
ployed and many more are underemployed.
Among the homeless in Northern Virginia,
many are working poor, families with at least
one wage-earner who doesn’t make enough to
pay for housing for the family.

In this environment, more and more people
are turning to food pantries for part of every
month.

And it’s not surprising that many, many fami-
lies will have little to offer in holiday cheer
and holiday gifts for children without the help
of organizations and individuals. It’s hard to
imagine, but there are hundreds of children in
the area who would not receive a single holi-
day present without the help of a charitable
organization.

If you’re reading this paper, chances are that
you are among the people at the other end of
the spectrum, trying to devise methods to keep
the holidays more modest. One way to do this
is to help your children understand how lucky
they are with a glimpse at the needs of others
right here.

There are many ways to give, with some lo-
cal charities connecting the donor to a specific

Give Locally The need has never been greater.

Editorial

Where To Give
This is a partial list of charities helping those in need

during the holidays and beyond. Let us know about
other organizations not listed here.

Additional nonprofits can be found listed on the
local Catalogue for Philanthropy website, http://
www.catalogueforphilanthropy-dc.org. Click on “how
to give.”

ACTion Alexandria 703-7397778
Arlingtonians Meeting Emergency Needs

(AMEN), 703-558-0035
Doorways for Women and Families, Arlington

703-522-8858
Arlington Food Assistance Center 703-845-8486
Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia,

Arlington, 703-521-9890
Arlington Free Clinic, 703-979-1400
Comfort for America’s Uniformed Services

(CAUSE), CAUSE ensures that recuperating service
members have opportunities for recreation and
social interaction and receive concrete signs of
appreciation for all that they have done. 4114
Legato Road Suite B, Fairfax, VA 22033, 703-591-
4968, cause-usa.org

Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic, 13525 Dulles
Technology Drive, Herndon, VA 20171, 571-235-
3577, jsfreeclinic.org Last year 139 community
volunteers — nurses, nurse practitioners and
physicians — gave more than 1,300 hours of their
time to see patients.

Alternative House - Abused and Homeless Children’s
Refuge, 2100 Gallows Road, Vienna, VA 22182,
703.506.9191, www.thealternativehouse.org

Progreso Hispano, 4100 Mohawk Lane, Alexandria,
VA 22309, 703-799-8830,

Reston Interfaith, 11150 Sunset Hills Road, Suite
210, Reston, serving Reston and Herndon. 571-323-
9555, www.restoninterfaith.org

SHARE of McLean seeks donations of grocery gift
cards. Gift cards can be dropped off at SHARE, c/o
McLean Baptist Church, 1367 Chain Bridge Road on
Wednesdays and Saturdays (except Thanksgiving
week) between 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Checks and gift
cards can be sent to: Holiday Celebration, Share,
Inc. PO Box 210, McLean, VA 22101. 703-284-2179.
www.SHAREofMcLean.org

LINK, serving Herndon, Chantilly, Loudoun and more,
needs contributions of food, coats and holiday toys

for children, plus volunteers. Email Lisa
Lombardozzi at LisaLombo@signaturecos.com.
(703) 437-1776 www.linkagainsthunger.org

Herndon-Reston FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic
Help), 703-391-0105

Northern Virginia Family Service, Oakton, 703-
385-3267

Food for Others, 2938 Prosperity Avenue, Fairfax,
22031, 703-207-9173

United Community Ministries, Mount Vernon,
703-768-7106, 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria,
22306

Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO),
703-569-9160, www.echo-inc.org. Open to receive
donations at 7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield

Lorton Community Action Center operates the Act
ll Thrift Shop at 9506 Richmond Highway, Lorton.
Sales from the shop generate funds for LCAC and
clients also shop there. While donations are
welcome during store hours, visitors are asked to
call first at 703-339-8611 before dropping off
donations. www.lortonaction.org

FACETS, 703-352-5090
National Capital Food Bank, 6833 Hill Park Drive,

Lorton, serving all of Northern Virginia, 703-541-
3063, www.capitalareafoodbank.org

Good Shepherd in the Route 1 area, 703-768-9404
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, food

pantry at 13981 Metrotech Drive in Chantilly. For
more information or to sponsor a family, call 703-
988-9656, ext. 105. To mail gift cards or send
donations by check, add a note saying “food basket
program” and send them to: WFCM, P.O. Box
220802, Chantilly, VA 20153. 703-988-9656

Our Daily Bread, 10777 Main Street #320, Fairfax,
703-273-8829

Shelter House, www.shelterhouse.org, operates two
homeless shelters in Fairfax County, in Centreville
and Seven Corners. 571-522-6800

Committee for Helping Others (CHO), Vienna ,
703-281-7614

Fairfax City Area FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic
Help), 703-222-0880

Lamb Center, www.thelambcenter.org, Fairfax 703-
691-3178

The Campagna Center in Alexandria 703-549-0111
ALIVE (Alexandrians Involved Ecumenically)

www.alive-inc.org

See Letters,  Page 11

Snapshot
Fall harvest is plentiful at the year-round Del Ray
Saturday’s Farmer’s Market. The market is located at
the corner of Oxford and Mt. Vernon Avenues in Del
Ray. Hours are 8 a.m. until noon.
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Letters to the Editor

Waterfront:
Start Over
To the Editor:

The good news about the Alex-
andria Waterfront plan is that our
city officials recognize the need for
a waterfront plan to guide future
development. This is an idea that
is long overdue. Our waterfront lo-
cation, along with the rich past
and historic architecture of the city
make Alexandria a desirable place
to live, work and visit. All of these
influenced our decision to move
here 20 years ago.

The unfortunate news, however,
is that the city’s Small Area Wa-
terfront Plan is the wrong plan.
Fifteen hundred citizens who op-
pose the plan have signed a peti-
tion against the current waterfront
plan. Many have attended commu-
nity meetings and meetings at City
Hall to voice their opinions about

the plan. With so much opposition,
our City Council members need to
listen carefully and weigh the op-
tions before jumping into a deci-
sion that will change the charac-
ter of our waterfront for years to
come.

Alexandrians and our visitors
are fortunate to be able to enjoy
walking, running or bicycling
along the Potomac River. Parts of
the waterfront are very pleasant;
but the waterfront is not cohesive.
There are blighted and neglected
buildings along the way, such as
the Robinson North and South ter-
minals as well some of the build-
ings at the Cummings-Turner site,
which seem disconnected from the
surrounding neighborhoods and
are an obstacle to viewing and
enjoying the waterfront. The sense
of a continuous river walk is miss-
ing. Replacement of these build-
ings with hotels which are out of
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Opinion

One of the First
Alexandria National Cemetery was one of the original
14 authorized under a law signed by Abraham Lin-
coln in 1862. The number of Washington area casual-
ties from training camps and hospitals nearly filled it
within a few years. Creation of nearby Arlington
National Cemetery was a direct result of gravesite
shortages. The last interment was in 1967. However,
the Department of Veterans Affairs advises that
cremated remains are accepted for burial.
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scale with the historic district and
marinas which increase pollution
of the river will not solve this prob-
lem.

Much has already been said
about the shortcomings of the
city’s Small Area Waterfront plan.
Rather than augmenting these
criticisms, I would like to present
what I think are the necessary ac-
tions for our City Council.

Waterfront Plan: Start over on
the waterfront plan. Create a
world class master plan for the
waterfront which is appropriate to
the historic town of Alexandria.
The master plan should be a long-
term plan which provides the
framework for an incremental ap-
proach to revitalization of the
water front as funding becomes
available from government, non-
profit, or private sources. Think
big. The starting point for the mas-
ter plan should not be generation
of revenue.

Robinson Terminals North and
South, Cummings-Turner Proper-
ties: Explore creative funding to
purchase these properties now.
The expedient path, allowing de-
velopment of these properties at
higher density, is not necessarily
the best path. The unique oppor-
tunity exists for the city to acquire
these properties at a time when
property prices and interest rates
are low and the owners want to
sell. This is a rare opportunity.
Transforming the waterfront can
happen slowly; but the decision to
acquire these properties needs to
happen now so that the opportu-
nity is not lost.

Cohesive Design of the Water-

front: Create a cohesive waterfront
with a continuous walking trail
that extends from the location of
the GenOn power plant all the way
down to Jones Point. Parks and
cultural venues, along with appro-
priately located retail and restau-
rants, will draw visitors and citi-
zens to the waterfront. Revenue
and a well-designed waterfront
are not mutually incompatible. But
the zoning needs to be at an ap-
propriate scale, building types
need to be appropriate for their
location, and flood mitigation and
parking need to be realistically
addressed.

Revenue: Take a broader ap-
proach to the issue of increasing
revenue for the city of Alexandria.
Explore all avenues for increasing
revenue before concluding that we
need hotels and marinas along the
waterfront. Take advantage of the
expertise of financial consultants
who can assist with this.

Creating a world-class water-
front will be harder than taking
the expedient course, but well
worth the effort. You won’t have
any difficulty finding volunteers
who want to be part of the pro-
cess.

Catherine Moore, AIA, LEED AP

Join Walk on
National Mall

To the Editor:
I am thrilled to see the photo

spread celebrating the East End
Congregations Nov. 6 Mini Walk
to support our ALIVE! House shel-
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By Kerry J. Donley

T
his week is the observance of
Community Foundation Week
(Nov. 12-18 for those of you
marking your calendars), and

one might ask — so what? Throughout the
United States, community foundations ex-
ist to focus philanthropic giving and com-
munity engagement in cities and towns in
order to improve the long-term strength of
perhaps our greatest assets — the commu-
nities in which we live. All of us want strong
communities in order to provide safety, se-
curity and a high quality of life, and com-
munity foundations are one vehicle for us
to achieve these goals.

In Alexandria, we are fortunate to have
ACT for Alexandria to serve this vital role.
Founded in 2004, ACT for Alexandria was
created through a generous gift from the
Steurle family in memory of Norma Steurle,
a community activist who died on Sept. 11
at the Pentagon.

ACT’s mission is to increase the level and
effectiveness of giving and engagement in
Alexandria through philanthropy and col-
laboration by our citizens who have always
displayed an extraordinary amount of civic
pride. ACT serves as the agent to channel

that civic pride towards making Alexandria
a stronger community.

ACT is not just another community non-
profit organization. It seeks to strengthen
our existing non-profits through grants to
improve fundraising, governance and effi-
ciency in service delivery. To date, more
than 20 non-profits have received more that
$500,000 in Capacity Building Grants en-
abling them to better assist in servicing the
human service needs in Alexandria. ACT
seeks to make our nonprofits stronger and
more effective.

Together with the City of Alexandria, Vol-
unteer Alexandria and the Alexandria Jay-
cees, ACT for Alexandria has spearheaded
Spring for Alexandria, a three-day celebra-
tion held in May highlighting giving and
service that has brought together over 2,000
citizens and volunteers. During Spring for
Alexandria we focus on ways to contribute
both time and treasure to improve our city.
Volunteer service projects, donation centers
for clothing and household items, recogni-
tion of significant philanthropy and corpo-
rate service are all highlighted throughout
the three days known as Spring for Alexan-
dria.

But ACT for Alexandria’s commitment
does not end there. ACT’s list of activities

includes:
❖ Spring2Action, an on-line giving event

which raised over $100,000 for 47 non-prof-
its this year;

❖ ACT is involved with the Partnership
for a Healthier Alexandria, the City of Al-
exandria and Virginia Tech on a commu-
nity indicators project;

❖ ACT is engaging the next generation
of Alexandrians through Give Back Alexan-
dria, a group of over 300 young adults en-
gaged in social networking, volunteerism
and philanthropy to benefit our City;

❖ Together with the City of Alexandria,
ACT helped create the Center for
Alexandria’s Children which coordinates
efforts to prevent, investigate and treat vic-
tims of child abuse;

❖ ACT and the City have created the Al-
exandria Council of Human Service Orga-
nizations in order to improve efficiency,
advocacy and service delivery in the human
service sector;

❖ ACT helped create giving circles like
the Giving Circle of Alexandria which pools
the intellectual and financial resources of
over 300 women to facilitate the establish-
ment of new programs that reach Alexan-
dria children and families in need; and

❖ ACT’s Impact: Innovation + Philan-

thropy, a program which has brought phil-
anthropic leaders such as Senator Mark
Warner, Ted Leonsis, Mario Morino and Bill
Shore to Alexandria to discuss best prac-
tices in philanthropy and corporate giving.

Although relatively young as an organi-
zation, ACT for Alexandria is quickly mak-
ing its mark here in the City. In keeping with
its mission, ACT has brought more philan-
thropy focused on Alexandria and its hu-
man service needs. ACT has focused on
making our existing non-profits stronger
and more effective. ACT has sought to
broaden not only philanthropy and giving,
but has also emphasized service and
volunteerism.

And ACT has sought to involve more of
Alexandria in giving and service — younger
citizens, our vibrant businesses and estab-
lished Alexandrians in a common effort to
identify human needs, how we might ad-
dress those needs and ultimately strengthen
our community.

As we celebrate Community Foundations
Week, let us all be thankful for ACT and
their efforts here in Alexandria, but let us
also be grateful for the hundreds of com-
munity foundations at work throughout the
country working to improve cities and
towns both now and in the future.

ACT’s Goal: To Strengthen City’s Nonprofits

Letters to the Editor
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ter [Alexandria Gazette Packet, Nov. 10-16].
But you missed an important part of the

story.
Not only is the Mini Walk an excellent

example of ecumenism in action, of ALIVE!
in action, but it is one of over 700 mini
walks and a huge Walkathon on the Na-
tional Mall — all raising funds as part of
the 23rd Fanny Mae Help the Homeless pro-
gram. In 2010, the D.C. area raised $6.5
million for 118 non-profit organizations
serving over 400,000 clients. And, ALIVE!
House earned over one third of our budget
— the Fannie Mae Help the Homeless pro-
gram is life’s blood for us.

Missed the Mini? Register at
helpthehomelessdc.org and join us on the
National Mall, Nov. 19, 9 a.m.

Susanne Arnold
Co-Chair ALIVE! House Committee

Walk Friendly?
To the Editor:
Last week someone wrote about Alexan-

dria being a “Walk friendly town.” It was
until the council permitted the restaurants
to take over half the sidewalk.

Now we pedestrians have about two feet
to use and that is blocked by trash cans,
utility poles, planters, newspaper vending
machines, etc. The council should have
made lower King Street a walking mall at
the same time. That would be a “Walk
friendly” action.

William R. Phillippe
Alexandria

Thanksgiving
First in Virginia

To the Editor:
We Virginians can rightly claim our fore-

bears first celebrated and established the
custom of celebrating Thanksgiving on
these shores. Let’s remember and teach our
children about the 1619 Thanksgiving cel-
ebration at Berkeley Hundred, Va. It was
the first Thanksgiving celebrated by the
English colonists in our country, despite the
many textbooks that give the Pilgrims’ 1621
celebration at Plymouth, Mass. that honor.
Also, Alexandria’s own George Washington
was the first President to set aside a special
day for the nation to offer Thanksgiving to
God.

On Dec. 4, 1619, when the Margaret, sail-
ing from Bristol, England, reached her des-
tination 20 miles upstream from Jamestown
at Berkeley Hundred, now Berkeley Plan-
tation, Captain John Woodliffe opened the
sealed orders given him in London. They
directed that the first act of those 38 set-
tlers and eight crewmen aboard should be
to have a service of thanksgiving to God for
their safe arrival, and the settlers and crew
did so. Indians, familiar with the settlers
and religious services at Jamestown, prob-
ably watched and may have joined them
for the feast that followed. Furthermore,
Woodliffe’s orders provided that the day of
the ship’s arrival was to be “yearly and per-
petually kept holy as a day of Thanksgiving
to Almighty God.”

In 1622 the Indians massacred almost
everyone at the Berkeley settlement. Thus
the custom of thanksgiving was observed

there for only a few years. After the trag-
edy, the area was abandoned, and the set-
tlers at Jamestown did not feel like celebrat-
ing. After many years colonists returned to
the site, and the Harrison family built a
beautiful home there, Berkeley Plantation.
Benjamin Harrison IV signed the Declara-
tion of Independence. His grandson, Will-
iam Henry Harrison, was elected President,
and two generations later, Benjamin
Harrison, his grandson, also was elected
President. Both wrote their Inaugural Ad-
dresses at Berkeley. Today Berkeley is open
to the public, there is a marker at the site
on the James River shore where the 1619
Thanksgiving was held, and there is an an-
nual historical reenactment of the first
thanksgiving at the original site.

For those who might have forgotten, the
Pilgrims did not even land on the rocky
coast up north until December 1620. They
had intended to come to Virginia, but were
blown off course by heavy winds. They
starved for the first year, so they were most
grateful for their bountiful harvest in 1621.
According to the Pilgrim Hall website, “In
… 1621, the 53 surviving Pilgrims cel-
ebrated their successful harvest, as was the
English custom …. The Pilgrims did not call
this harvest festival a “Thanksgiving,” al-
though they did give thanks to God. To
them, a Day of Thanksgiving was purely
religious. Their first recorded religious Day
of Thanksgiving was held in 1623 in re-
sponse to a providential rainfall.”

Virginians have another tie to our mod-
ern Thanksgiving celebration. Alexandria’s
famous son George Washington issued his
first Presidential proclamation on Oct. 3,
1789, by calling for day of public thanks-

giving, fasting (not feasting) and prayer on
Thursday, Nov. 2, for the many blessings
God had bestowed on our country, asking
pardon for our national transgressions, and
seeking His aid in our future endeavors.
Later governors and presidents continued
this tradition of setting aside a day for
thanksgiving.

It is appropriate for us to celebrate today,
like our predecessors, with attendance at a
thanksgiving service to God as well as feast-
ing and fun with family and friends.

Let us Virginians tell our story and reclaim
our heritage as the first English-speaking
people to celebrate a public thanksgiving
for our personal blessings as well as those
to our community and nation.

 Ellen Latane Tabb
Alexandria

Dysfunctional Family
To the Eºditor:

When the Beauregard Citizens Group was
formed last November, as an unappointed
citizens group, the original intent of the citi-
zens members, myself included were valid.
We wanted to discuss traffic/transportation
issues as related to the development of the
Beauregard Small Area Plan, possible zon-
ing changes, retail, commercial and residen-
tial development, and agreed we wanted
to work with city staff to help provide us
with their data already collected related to
the above issues, have the expertise of city
staff as related to development issues al-
ready discussed about this plan three years
ago along with the major developer in-
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Off-Season Pricing

60-75%

OFF POTS

60-75%

OFF POTS

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

50% Off

Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias,

Blue Atlas Cedar &

Select Shade Trees

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

The marriage of Miss Mallory Ann Rison, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George Townes Rison, IV of
Ashland, Va., to Mr. Sean Edward Sutherland, son of
Ms. Joyce Egger Sutherland and Mr. Charles Edward
Sutherland of Alexandria, took place on Oct. 15,
2011, at St. James the Less Episcopal Church. The
Rev. Charles Joy officiated.

The bride, escorted by her father and given in
marriage by her parents, is the granddaughter of Mr.
and Mrs. David Alan Kelley of Glen Allen, Va., and
Mrs. Louise Sibold Rison of Richmond, Va., and the
late Mr. George Townes Rison, III. The groom is the
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Oskar Wilhelm Egger of
Alexandria and the late Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Alfred
Sutherland, formerly of Alexandria.

Miss Carter Maxey served as the maid of honor.
Bridesmaids were Jesi Pair, Jessica Woodworth, Lau-
rel Pavia, and Nora Hetrick. Flower girl and ring barer
were Lauren and Jack Sutherland, brother and sis-
ter of the groom.

Mr. Casey Sutherland, brother of the groom, served
as the best man. Groomsmen were Nick Ruesch, Ja-
son Early, Anthony Pavia, and Chad Attiliis.

Readers were Alexandra Hijjawi and Joyce
Sutherland

The rehearsal dinner, hosted by the groom’s par-
ents, was held at The Water Grill. The reception,
hosted by the bride’s parents, was held at The Do-
minion Club.

The bride is a graduate of Patrick Henry High
School and Lynchburg College. She is employed by
Alexandria City Public Schools.

The groom is a graduate of Commonwealth Acad-

People

Mallory Ann Rison and Sean Edward
Sutherland were married Oct. 15.

Sutherland and Rison Wed

emy and Lynchburg College. He is owner and op-
erator of Rosemont Landscaping and Lawn Care.

Following a honeymoon in Jamaica, the couple
will reside in Alexandria.
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volved within the boundaries of this SAP,
i.e. JBG. Unfortunately, this has not hap-
pened within this past year due to what I
believe has been the lack of the elected lead-
ership of the group. Our meetings over the
past year have turned into a “dysfunctional
family process” that has been “all over the
map” with regard to process, specific top-
ics to be addressed, clearly defined crite-
ria, citizen input that has not been listened
to by the elected leadership and of course,
individual/group agendas that have made
this group process very difficult. As a re-
sult, we have not taken major votes related
to submission of “draft reports/recommen-
dations” that have been submitted to Faroll
Hamer, P&Z director along with important
issues related to transportation that need
further discussion with TES. It has only been
within the past couple of months that dates
have been given to the citizen members by
the elected leadership to submit our sug-
gestions/recommendations without having
enough information to form an informative
draft plan. All of this should have started a
year ago when we got together, but it didn’t
happen.

Now the “draft recommendation” plan is
in the hands of P&Z and TES without a vote
of this citizens group to do so. Faroll Hamer,
director of P&Z and her staff will review
this “draft plan” and make their changes or
whatever and then supposedly give it back
to the “citizens group” for further review
and hopefully incorporate necessary

changes. What an awful mess this group has
become and didn’t have to happen this way
if the group’s elected leadership had been
more open and willing to allow for citizen
input and more in-depth discussions.

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

Preserve History
To the Editor:

The building, located at 224 N. Fayette
St., known as the American Legion build-
ing, is now being offered for sale. The build-
ing was originally built, with help from the
Lanham Fund approved by the United
States Congress, as the GW Carver Nursery
School. It was named after George Wash-
ington Carver, who died the same year the
building was built, 1943. The corner be-
came known as the Carver Corner with the
Carver Movie Theater and Carver Men’s
Store across the Street. But it was also
known as the block, or the place where Af-
rican Americans during the era of segrega-
tion were welcome, and could find all the
services they needed.

For 57 years it was also the home to the
William Thomas Post 129 of the American
Legion, named after the first African Ameri-
can from Alexandria to die in WWI. This
building could become a monument to all
the African Americans in Alexandria who
have served their country, and help preserve
the legacy of an era that could soon be for
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www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143

See Adults,  Page 20

Opinion

By Giselle L. Pelaez

Executive Director

The Center for Alexandria’s Children

T
he tragedy that has unfolded in recent days
at Penn State University should make us all
stop and question how so many adults failed

to protect an innocent 10-year old boy and others
about whom we have yet to hear. What has happened
to our collective consciousness that we value the
reputations of institutions at the cost of human suf-
fering? It is time that we as a society wake up and
take action against those who would harm our chil-
dren.

The story is all too familiar. A child is abused. Wit-
nesses don’t take the action to rescue that child and

ensure that the perpetrator no
longer has any access to poten-
tial victims. Perhaps they are un-
sure how to react. Supervisors,

coaches, clergy, and presidents of institutions seem
to fear for their reputations more than for a child
who has been devastated and forever traumatized.
The sweeping of incidents like those at Penn State
under the carpet is no anomaly. Sadly, what is said
to have transpired in the locker rooms of a promi-
nent university is no exception, child abuse happens
across our country within our communities daily and
the statistics are staggering. One in four girls and
one in six boys are sexually abused before their 18th
birthdays. This means that in most any classroom or
neighborhood, there are children who are silently
bearing the burden of sexual abuse. One in five chil-

dren are sexually solicited while on the Internet.
Close to 70 percent of all reported sexual assaults
(including assaults on adults) occur to children ages
17 and under. The median age for reported sexual
abuse is nine years old, 20 percent of the victims of
sexual abuse are under age eight, and most child
victims never report the abuse. Sexually abused chil-
dren are at greater risk for psychological, emotional,
social, and physical problems, often lasting into adult-
hood, or for a lifetime.

Each of us has a responsibility to protect our
society’s most vulnerable. We can and must learn the
signs of abuse and be vigilant in protecting our chil-
dren. The Center for Alexandria’s Children, Inc. is
dedicated not only to serving children who have suf-
fered from child abuse, but also to the eradicating
this devastation in our culture. How do we do that?
Education.

Not coincidentally, the Center is implementing
Darkness 2 Light’s Stewards of Children training pro-
gram in Alexandria to teach the core principles for
preventing, recognizing, and reacting responsibly to
child sexual abuse. Our goal is to raise awareness of
the prevalence and consequences of child sexual
abuse by educating adults about the steps they can
take to prevent, recognize and react responsibly to
the reality of child sexual abuse.

Those who sexually abuse children are drawn to
settings where they can gain easy access to children,
such as athletic leagues, faith centers, clubs, and
schools. Sex offenders are clever in finding opportu-
nities that provide access to children and groom

All Need To Protect Children

Commentary
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www.alexandriapastry.com
Bradlee Shopping Center, King Street 703-578-4144

www.alexandriapastry.com
Bradlee Shopping Center, King Street 703-578-4144

Since 1988

Classic Thanksgiving Feast
Fresh Baked Shenandoah Turkey
 served with Harvest Dressing,

Homemade Gravy and  Cranberry-Orange Relish.
Sizes to serve 14-22 guests.

Savory
Trimmings

Choose from Roasted
Vegetables, Candied Sweet
Potatoes, Potato Au Gratin,
Spinach Casserole and
more! Each serves 3-4
guests.

Tasty
Sweets

Apple Tart with Walnuts
and Cranberries,
Traditional
Thanksgiving Pies
Cranberry and
Pumpkin Cheesecake

A Thanksgiving
Tradition

A Thanksgiving
Tradition

A Thanksgiving
Tradition

A Thanksgiving
Tradition

A Thanksgiving
Tradition

A Thanksgiving
Tradition

Orders must be placed by Sunday, November 20thOrders must be placed by Sunday, November 20th

Holiday Gift Guide

Ho, Ho, Homemade Gifts

Diana Link rolls a ball of yarn with friend
Michael Inadomi looking on. In the fore-
ground, a kit with everything to make a gift
or give as a gift to the crafter on your list.

Beading necklaces for Christmas.
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Less stress, more
meaning, and full of love.

By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

F
or a holiday season packed with memories
of Christmas past, consider a boycott of big
malls and online shopping sites this year
and tap into your creative muse instead.

Whether your tool of choice is a crochet hook,
paintbrush, or pair of scissors, there is an Old Town
merchant ready and willing to help you whip up the
perfect gift, often in less than a day.

On Sunday, four friends spent a couple of hours at
The Potomac Bead Company on King Street trying
their hands at creating double-strand beaded neck-
laces. Sarah Simpson organized the outing. She says
she was looking for something new to try.

“Since it’s starting to get cold out,” Simpson said,
“I need to find something to do inside.”

Simpson’s friends all live in Alexandria. Of the four
friends, only Rebecca Foster had done any beading
before, but this was her first class. “My mom still
likes the handmade gifts from us, so it’s a good pos-
sibility I’ll make some jewelry for her.”

“I think it’s a good mom gift,” added Heather
Hellwig. “They appreciate that you put time into it.”

Giving suggestions and encouragement was in-
structor Rebecca Kuo who feels that homemade gifts
are all about love.

“When choosing the beads, they are thinking about
someone special,” Kuo explained. “They make their
selections based on that person and how they feel
about them. The gift is unique and specifically just
for them.”

Julia Martorana, the last of the quartet, wasn’t
ready to guarantee that her experi-
ment would translate to Christmas
gifts. “Maybe, I guess,” she said with
a laugh, “depending on how things
go today.”

The Potomac Bead Company of-
fers classes almost every day, some-
times twice a day, from now until
Christmas. And with all classes,
participants leave with a finished project. That’s
about 48 gifts.

JUST A LITTLE MORE than a block away on North
Fayette Street, several women were sharing Thanks-

giving stories while working on various knitting
projects at FibreSpace. A few were waiting for the
start of a workshop on how to create felted wool
Christmas stockings. Most of them were working on

gifts for the holidays.
Fingerless gloves are a hot item

this holiday season — especially
for smart phone junkies. They keep
hands warm while leaving fingers
free to make phone calls, check e-
mails and play online games.
That’s what Trudy Gongora was
making as she took her place at the

informal knitting circle, leaning against a wall in the
one of the store windows. The Alexandria resident
says she’s been knitting for about nine years. “After
about a 30-year break,” she smiled.

See Combining Skills,  Page 17

“I picked up a book
and a skein of yarn
and taught myself.”

— Diana Link
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More Savings & Events!

The Comfort of a Spa, The Care of a Physician
Botox© • Dermal Fillers • Thermage • IPL Photorejuvenation

IPL Hair Reduction • Chemical Peels • Custom Facials • Fraxel
Professional Teeth Whitening • Complimentary Consultations

Holiday
Skin...
let it glow,
let it glow,
let it glow!

Radiance Old Town
917 King Street • Old Town
Monday - Saturday 10-6
Sun by appointment

703.299.6140

REFER A FRIEND
and  receive

$25 off  any service

BLACK FRIDAY
BLOWOUT!
November 25th
10A.M.-6P.M.
$100 gift certificates for $50
(limit of 5)
All retail Products 20% Off

DROP
OFF
SITE

Weekend Specials
Friday & Saturday

November 25th & 26th

20% Off
Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse,

Fraxel, Thermage, IPL, SilkPeel
and Chemical Peel Packages

www.radianceoldtown.com

From Page 16

Combining Skill, Talent, Love
Old Town resident Robin Rivkind is among a grow-

ing group of knitters that learned as children and
have picked the hobby up again as adults. She calls
herself the queen of the baby blan-
kets and was working on a deep
evergreen creation on Sunday. “It’s
not really a Christmas gift,” she
admitted, “but the baby’s due in
January.”

In the back of the store, Diana
Link was using the wheel to make
a ball from a skein of yarn. Help-
ing her was her friend Michael
Inadomi. Link lives in California
now, but says that last year while
she was still living in Alexandria,
she had the urge to learn how to
knit.

“I picked up a book and a skein
of yarn and taught myself,” Link said. “I knit Michael
a scarf for Christmas.”

IF YOU’RE MORE COMFORTABLE with a paint
brush than knitting needles, visit Paint This!, which
offers one of the widest variety of ready-to-paint ce-
ramics in the area. Put a personal touch on some-
thing for the kitchen, or on a vase, keepsake box,

picture frames and more. You paint, they do the fir-
ing in their kiln. Not into painting? Paint This! also
offers mosaics and glass fusion project possibilities
to get creative gift-giving juices flowing.

E-cards can be helpful if you’ve
left everything until the last
minute. But for something a little
more personal and almost just as
easy, there are do-it-yourself op-
tions available at The Paper
Source on lower King Street.

And it’s not just about holiday
cards. The Paper Source can show
you how to make a wreath, blos-
soming amaryllis in a pot, orna-
ments, even a gingerbread house
— all out of paper. There are in-
store demonstrations every week,
right up until Christmas. Children
can even flex their creative

muscles at workshops and they might even end up
with something just right for grandparents and
teachers.

“A handmade gift is more heartwarming said Kim
Lough, assistant manager at The Potomac Bead Com-
pany. “You can customize pieces to match different
tastes, personalize it and make it on a budget for
much less than it would cost in a department store.”

Alexandria resident Melinda Schwinhs knits
a skiing cowl for her daughter in Denver
while Claire Kiehle of Maryland reaches for
the gift she’s knitting for her office Christ-
mas donation to homeless shelters.

Holiday Gift Guide

Trudy Gongora of Alexandria working on a
fingerless glove and Robin “Queen of Baby
Blankets” Rivkind of Old Town.

Beading multi-strand necklaces are Sarah Simpson,
Rebecca Foster, Instructor Rebecca Kuo, Kristen
Mellinger, Heather Hellwig and Julia Martorana.

Instructor Rebecca Kuo
gives Sarah Simspon some
tips with Rebecca Foster in
the foreground.

A Do-It-Yourself knitting kit
to make as a gift or give as
a gift to the crafter on your
list. Available at Fibre Space
on King Street in Old Town.

“I’m making some jewelry, experimenting with this for myself. I
plan to make some stuff for others for the holiday season if it all
works out. But I have to like it to give it away.”

— Kristen Mellinger
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Opinion

From Page 15

Adults Must Assume Responsibility To Protect Children

From Page 14

Letters

adults to lower their boundaries
about contact with their children
in the same way that they groom
children for sexual contact. All
parents should sense a “red flag”
if any adult (friend, coach, minis-
ter, teacher, or family member)
seeks to spend significant amounts
of time alone with your child.

Children are not responsible for

their own protection. However, it
is important to teach all children
about safe and unsafe touches and
who to go to for help if they are
made uncomfortable by a touch.

The burden falls on all adults
who have the moral and ethical
obligation to report suspected
child abuse, irrespective of
whether or not they have a legal
obligation to do so as a mandated

reporter. And, fulfilling one’s le-
gal obligation, which varies by
state, is not a replacement for ex-
ercising one’s moral responsibil-
ity to personally report sus-
pected abuse. The law in Penn-
sylvania has some gaping holes.
It currently does not require the
person who witnesses or sus-
pects child abuse to report to law
enforcement or CPS. This points

to the need to continue to
strengthen our laws to protect our
children from predators.

Child sexual abuse is a complex
problem, but awareness, education
and support can provide parents and
caregivers with the tools necessary
to protect our children. Each of us
plays an important role in putting a
halt to child abuse by actively edu-
cating ourselves about the signs and

stepping up to report any suspi-
cious incidents. Together, we can
make a difference and help keep
the children of our community
safe.

I encourage you to visit D2L.org
or Onewithcourage.org. as well as
our own web site,
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org
for more in depth information on
how you can learn the signs of
child abuse and arm yourself with
the tools to help protect the chil-
dren of our community.

gotten, when soldiers who
fought side by side in Europe came
home to learn that life was still
separate and unequal. We have
fought a long battle to save this
building, even taking it to court on
Civil Rights grounds, because so
many other buildings have been
lost in the Parker Gray neighbor-
hood.

Now we have an opportunity as
a community to save the building,
and its legacy. The building is now
being offered for sale, for
$675,000. Soon a sign will go up
on the property, and it is on the
website of Preservation Virginia:
http://preservationvirginia.org/
PropertyForSale/. The new owner
of this building must preserve the
look and appearance of the build-
ing, but it could have any one of
several uses. It could be the sec-
ond restaurant on the corner of
Queen and Fayette, or an
architect’s office, or a very unique
residence. It could also be a
daycare as it was originally built
for, next to a great playground. It
could be an educational center or
an art collective.

It is my great hope that some-
one will come forward who will
want to preserve this building for
future generations. We have dis-
covered that it has an interesting
and rich history, and we hope
there will be someone who appre-
ciates this history who will bring
it to life. I know from the people
in the community who I worked
with to save this building from
demolition, that it a place where
many great memories were made,
and was a social hub that once was
at the center of the African com-
munity in Alexandria. But if a
buyer is not found by January of
2012, the developer can still de-
molish the building, replacing it
with the condos he has designed
in its place. It is an irreplaceable
building, so let’s work together to
save it.

Boyd Walker
Chair, Greater Alexandria

Preservation Alliance
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Entertainment

O
ld Town’s landmark, The
Christmas Attic has
partnered with area

schools, churches, and community
groups to help produce a tempo-
rary exhibition featuring illumi-
nated canvases of art to be re-
vealed in each of the store’s win-
dows for The Christmas Attic’s
Holiday Advent Calendar Event —
part of the store’s 40th Anniver-
sary Celebration.

From Dec. 1 through Dec. 24,
each day at sundown, the store
will reveal “advent art” featuring
a variety of local holiday creations.
All art will be placed either in the
windows or on the brick of the
building on the front side facing
Union Street.  Visitors can picture
the entire building being trans-
formed into an advent calendar.

In addition, each Friday in De-
cember at sundown, there will be
holiday entertainment and activi-
ties inside the store for shoppers
to enjoy.

At the closing of the Advent Cal-
endar event, the canvases of ad-
vent art will be available for auc-
tion at a post-event celebration (to

Pastry chef Roland Mesnier.

Mount Vernon welcomes former
White House pastry chef Roland
Mesnier as he creates a ginger-
bread replica of George
Washington’s home from Nov. 14
through Nov. 22. Visitors can
watch as Mesnier constructs the
masterpiece, which will include
intricate details such as works of
art on walls and several marzipan
figures, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
the Vaughan Lobby, near the Shops
at Mount Vernon. No admission is
required to enter the Vaughan

Former White House Pastry Chef
To Create Gingerbread Masterpiece

Lobby and Shops at Mount
Vernon. However, note that gen-
eral admission ($15/adult, $7/
child) is required to enter the es-
tate.

The 5-foot-wide and 2-foot-tall
gingerbread Mansion replica will
be on display as part of the Christ-
mas at Mount Vernon daytime
event, (included in Estate admis-
sion) which begins on Nov. 25.
Visit www.MountVernon.org. Call
703-780-2000; 703-799-8697
(TDD).

Louise Krafft/The Gazette

be scheduled in early January).
Proceeds from the auction will go
to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of
the Mid-Atlantic.

Some area schools and organi-
zations that are participating in
making advent creations are: Old
Presbyterian Meeting House Pre-
school, Meeting House Youth
Group, Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Youth Group, St. Anthony’s
Day School, Christ United Meth-

odist Church Youth Group,
Greentree Preschool, St.
Raymond’s Catholic Church Youth
Group, and Aquia Episcopal
Church.

The store is located in an 18th
century tobacco warehouse situ-
ated one block from the Potomac
River at 125 S. Union Street in Old
Town Alexandria; call 703-548-
2829 or visit
www.christmasattic.com

The Christmas
Attic Transforms
Building Into
Holiday Advent

The Christmas Attic is at 125 S. Union St., Old Town.
The Church of God and Saints of Christ Temple Beth El lo-

cated at 634 N. Patrick Street in Old Town Alexandria, referred
by many as the “little white church on the corner of Patrick and
Wyeth” will hold its Annual Thanksgiving Basket distribution
this Saturday, Nov. 19 from 3:30-5 p.m.  Each year the congre-
gation along with private donations provide registered Old Town
households in-need with a complete traditional Thanksgiving
meal.

❖ Contact: LaNette Jones, PR Coordinator 202-457-7193 or
301-793-7911

❖ Location: 634 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria
❖ Date and Time: Saturday, Nov. 19 from 3:30 - 5 p.m.

Thanksgiving Basket Give-Away

Notes from the Producer
By Carolyn Griffin

 Artistic Director

M
ichael Sharp returns
to MetroStage as
Scrooge in the holi-

day show “A Broadway Christmas
Carol.”

Imagine directing, choreo-
graphing, and playing a lead role,
in addition to helping with props
and costumes. That is what
Michael Sharp is doing at
MetroStage right now in “A
Broadway Christmas Carol.”
Michael, who now lives in
Covington, Va., has returned to
the Washington, D.C., theatre
scene to a role that he has played
many times before. Michael
played Scrooge on the stage at
Round House Theatre for three
years in the early 2000s. He most
recently directed the show and
played Scrooge at the Greenbrier
Valley Theatre in Lewisburg, WV,
last Christmas.

Michael has a long-standing re-
lationship with MetroStage.
When the Duke Street theatre

was demolished in 1996, he joined
the cast of “Side by Side by
Sondheim” when a homeless
MetroStage performed  in the Mar-
quis Lounge (remember “Mrs.
Foggybottom”?) at the Omni
Shoreham Hotel. He received a
Helen Hayes nomination for his
role. He then returned to
MetroStage in 2001 to headline the
opening production of the new the-
atre in its current location on Royal
Street. Appropriately, it was a caba-
ret called “Starting Here, Starting
Now!”

Other Washington credits are

“Grand Hotel” (Helen Hayes
Award) and “Sweeney Todd” at
Signature Theatre, and “Pippin”
at Round House. He is also a
cabaret singer and can be
counted on to perform one of his
signature songs, Sondheim’s “Be-
ing Alive,” at MetroStage caba-
rets. MetroStage welcomes an
old friend back to our stage and
is delighted that the old cur-
mudgeon Scrooge finds redemp-
tion by the end of the show! “A
Broadway Christmas Carol”  will
run through Dec. 18 at
MetroStage.

Michael Sharp in “A Broadway Christmas Carol.”
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About Face
The intriguing art of make-up has been part of

feminine allure since the time of Cleopatra.

The Wanderer has noticed, however, that

sometimes it can become less of an art and

more of a horror show if not skillfully applied.

On behalf of Alexandria women, he would like

to direct them to some of our skilled centers.

Okay, his motives may not be

entirely unselfish!

C LORRAINE APRILE

Angela Russell and Carmen Omiste offer

consultations by appointment in the salon or on

location for special events. Let them update your

look and show you how to transform it from day

to night. Although they both use their own

make-up kits, bring yours in for advice on how to

pare it down or supplement.

112 South Fayette Street, 703.299.6100

lorraineaprilesalon.com

E BELLACARA

Old Town’s neighborhood boutique for all things

beautiful. Carrie and the crew personally test every

product they sell, so if they don’t love it, you won’t

see it. They are always excited to assist customers

with products and techniques to achieve a

personalized look. Popular brands include Kiehl’s,

Dermalogica, Skinceuticals, Smashbox, Molton

Brown, Fresh and Tocca Beauty. Special event

make-up applications for a small fee.

1000 King Street, 703.299.9652, bellacara.com

D RADIANCE MED SPA

Proudly carrying Jane Iredale Mineral cosmetics because it is important for

them to use a line that has no dyes or chemical preservatives,

synthetic fragrances or fillers. All products have been clinically tested to be

hypoallergenic and non-irritating on even the most sensitive skin.

Make-up lessons as well as applications for special events.

917 King Street, 703.299.6140, radianceoldtown.com

A MAK AVEDA

CONCEPT SALON

Aveda cosmetic products are created

to achieve a greater balance and

well-being by using botanicals and

“functional aromas” that help you

feel as good as you look. Let a

professional Aveda Make-Up Artist

perfect your naturally beautiful look.

515 East Braddock Road

703.548.3444, maksplace.com

B CIRCE OF

ALEXANDRIA

Carolina Vaccari, lead make-up

artist, recommends their own

Skin Pore-Perfecting Primer.

It creates a flawless prepped

canvas for any skin type and

age. Circe recommends its HD

Photo Touch Mineral Liquid-to-

Powder Foundation. Finally, a

brow product is a must!

Defining your brows creates

frame and shape for the face.

Complimentary make-up touch

ups to any guest booked for a

service at the salon and spa.

123 North Washington Street

703.519.8528,

circeofalexandria.com

Photos by Louise Krafft

© Google Map data
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A Holiday Extravaganza
for the Entire Family!
• Delight in Georgetown Cupcakes & Hot Cocoa with the
   Snow Fairy Princess
• Enjoy Breakfast or Milk, Cookies, and a story with Santa
• Create holiday wonders with hands-on children’s activities
   featuring the Children’s Science Center & Kids in the Holiday Kitchen

General admission: $11

To purchase ticket, please visit:
www.jInv.org/theenchantedforest

11th Annual Holiday
Extravaganza

November 19th-20th, 2011
Saturday: 10AM-5PM • Sunday: 10AM-1PM

Tickets are going fast–reserve your family’s tickets today

The Westin Tysons Corner
7801 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043

All proceeds benefit the mission of the Junior League of Northern Virginia, a nonprofit
tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Event Sponsors:
Anna Vronskaya Jewlers
Jeff Lubin Photography

Mystique Jewelers
Palindrome Design

The Maris Elaine Gallery
Riverside Interiors

@JLNV -11th Annual The Enchanted Forest

The weekend’s festivities are marked by a display
of more than 100 themed-decorated holiday trees

and handmade gingerbread homes.

Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.

703.820.8600 571.384.6880
www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

BOTH LOCATIONS OPEN
THANKSGIVING DAY  9A.M.–1P.M.

Living Legend Portraits on View at Prudential Pen Fed

Entertainment

By Trudi Van Dyke

A
 dynamic photographic art exhibition of por-
traits of the Living Legends of Alexandria is
on view at the Prudential PenFed Realty of-

fices at 300 North Washington St. in Old Town Alex-
andria.

Artist Nina Tisara is representative of the many
historical photographers and painters who see be-
yond the subject of the “head shot” and present the
soul and personality beyond the likeness.

Capturing the essence of each person is the key to
making the black and white portraits of the legends
come to life. The viewer of this exhibition is treated
to meeting each of the legends in a way that brings
their individuality to the forefront. The careful com-
position, lighting, and unpretentious appearance al-
lows the viewer to virtually interact with the sub-
ject.

The success of the art is this exhibition can be at-
tributed to the way the viewer is drawn into the por-
trait and can understand the passion these living leg-
ends have for their city and the contributions they
have made to make it a better place.

Tisara notes that her style of photography is jour-
nalistic. In these portraits she has successfully
stretched one photo to tell the subject’s story. Sev-
eral of her Living Legends portraits and two taken
by Steven Halperson have been exhibited in juried
art shows in the Alexandria area.

Tisara shared, “Shooting in black and white tradi-
tional photography is my preferred medium. I feel it
eliminates the distractions that using color can cre-
ate.”

“I think like a sculptor,” she continues, “looking at
shapes and forms in three dimensions and thinking
of arranging my subjects and backgrounds as if they
are flowers in a vase, each bloom is carefully placed
to complete the composition.”

The work is carefully framed and matted by
Halperson and hung in pleasing arrangements in
well-lit hallways and conference rooms in a way that
gives it presence as art work rather than just decora-
tion. The unusual gallery site is well lit and welcom-
ing and the Prudential PenFed Realty should be com-

A Living Legends of Alexandria installation
by Nina Tisara.

2011 Living Legend H. Stewart Dunn, Jr. by
Steven Halperson.

mended for valuing the art and artist and providing
exhibition space.

I encourage citizens of Alexandria in particular to
visit this outstanding art exhibition before it closes
on Jan. 27 and get insight through art into the people
who make Alexandria a great place to live and work.
The Prudential PenFed Realty office is open 9 a.m. -
5 p.m., Monday-Friday.

Trudi Van Dyke is an Independent Fine Art Consult-
ant

The holiday season in Old Town Alexandria is a truly
magical time to experience a town beloved for its charm-
ing twist of historic ambience and contemporary flair.  Old
Town Alexandria has never been short on Holiday spirit
but it has lacked one thing — a special visit from Old Saint
Nick.  But, the holiday activities for this upcoming season
don’t stop there.  The Old Town Boutique District (OTBD),
a marketing cooperative of 30 small business retailers, has
developed a holiday program that is sure to delight holi-
day lovers, shoppers and kids of all ages.

❖ Black Friday — Following in the tradition of Black
Friday kicking off the holiday shopping season, OTBD
member stores and other local retailers will open early on
Black Friday offering door buster deals sure to lure shop-
pers to Old Town Alexandria.  Participating stores will
open at 6 a.m. offering initial discounts of up to 30 per-
cent off.   At 8 a.m., the discounts drop to 20 percent off
and 10 percent off starting at 10 a.m.  To make the shop-
ping experience even easier, the City has waived all
parking fees in City garages and parking meters for the
day.

❖ Santa Claus — In partnership with Meals on Wheels
and with the support of area businesses, Santa Claus and
Mrs. Claus are finally coming to Old Town.  Children can
get their picture taken with the holiday couple every Sat-
urday (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) and Sunday (12 noon to 5 p.m.)
between Saturday, Nov. 26 and Sunday, Dec. 18 at 210
South Union Street in Old Town. The cost for pictures is
$15 for a 5x7 print.

Santa & Holiday Merriment Is Coming to Old Town
❖ Window Wonderland — Holiday spirit is most of-

ten expressed through decorations.  Decorating the town
with Holiday spirit is just what the OTBD wants retailers,
restaurants, offices and commercial buildings to do.  Win-
dow Wonderland is an effort to encourage window
decorations up and down the commercial streets of Old
Town.  A contest will be held to identify the best window
décor.  Not only does the business with the best window
win, but the voters can be winners too.  Voters will be
entered into a drawing to win four free tickets to Break-
fast with Santa to be held Dec. 23.  Voting on the OTBD’s
Facebook page
(www.facebook.com\oldtownboutiquedistrict) will be
from Nov. 24-Dec. 5, 2011.  Winners will be announced
by Dec. 10 and honored by a visit from the City of
Alexandria’s Mayor Bill Euille.

❖ Breakfast with Santa — The OTBD will cap off the
holiday season with a send-off Breakfast with Santa on Fri-
day, Dec. 23. This will be the last opportunity for children
to share their Christmas wishes with Santa before he heads
back to the North Pole.  Tickets for Breakfast with Santa
can be purchased on the OTBD’s website.  The breakfast
will be held from 8:30-10:30 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 23 at
the Union Street Public House. The cost is $10/child, $20/
adult and includes a breakfast buffet, craft stations, cookie
decorating.  Guests are welcome to take their own photos
with Santa.

More information on the holiday activities in Old Town
can be found on the Old Town Boutique District’s web site,
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com.
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Fine Arts

SATURDAY/DEC. 3
Watercolor Exhibition and Sale. 11 a.m. to 6

p.m. 19th Annual Famous Artists of the 21st
Century. Hollin Hall Senior Center Advisory
Council partners with Artist Gwendolyn C. Bragg
to exhibit Alexandria Torpedo Factory’s students
art work. Some students art work will be for
sale, cash and checks only (unable to accept
credit cards). At Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.  Call 703-765-
4573.

FRIDAY/DEC. 2
ArtFest 2011. 6 to 9 p.m. Open house and holiday

party. Check out where the most hands-on
classes are taught while enjoying a variety of
artist demos, 2D/3D exhibits, holiday ceramic
and jewelry sales (held throughout the
weekend), live music by Rew Smith Band, food
and drinks. At The Art League’s Madison Annex,
305 Madison Street, Alexandria.

DEC. 2 TO 4
ArtFest Weekend. Ceramic and Pottery Show

and Sale; Jewelry Show and Sale; Retrospective
show and sale of work by Nancy Reinke,
featuring prints, drawings, paintings, rugs.
Friday, Dec. 2 from noon to 9 p.m.; Saturday,
Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 4
from noon to 5 p.m. At The Art League’s
Madison Annex, 305 Madison Street,
Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 31
“The Art From Three Rivers.” Presented by

The von Brahler Ltd./Gallery, the work will be
on display at the American Horticultural
Society’s River Farm headquarters. The
exhibition will feature paintings by Nikolai
Antyuchin of Russia’s Moscow River, Yuri
Kokoyanin’s paintings of St. Petersburg’s Neva
River, and art by Robert Murray from the
Potomac River. Call 703-798-8686 or
vbgpromo@aol.com.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 4
Artist Carol Reed. Carol Reed’s abstract works

on paper feature bold shapes, usually in

charcoal or ink on paper, that dance alone or
with similar shapes. At the Athenaeum Gallery,
201 Prince St., Alexandria. Visit www.nvfaa.org

NOW THROUGH NOV. 27
Del Ray Dozenz Photography Show. Del Ray

Artisans Gallery hosts an all-photography show
that highlights the skills of DRA members. This
builds on the success of the previous
photography shows with an expanded cadre of
participants. www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 4
FotoWeekDC 2011 Celebration + Small

Works Show. Gallery West is celebrating
FotoWeekDC 2011 by filling the walls with an
eclectic show of photographs by gallery
members. Visit www.gallery-west.com or call
703-549-6006.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 10
Back to Nature — Paintings From Life.

Landscape and still life paintings by Christine
Lashley and Trisha Cherrington Ratliff.  At
Broadway Gallery, 5641-B General Washington
Dr., Alexandria.

Stoneware tray by Linda Bernard

NOW THROUGH DEC. 4
“Artful Eating: Tablescapes.” At the Torpedo

Factory Art Center’s Scope Gallery. Hours are
Monday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
with Thursdays open until 9 p.m. The gallery is
located at 105 North Union Street, ground floor
Studio 19, Alexandria. Call Scope Gallery at
703-548-6288 or visit www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope.
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Fall Specials
 • Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
   • Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington

    • Cassoulet  • Coq au Vin
• Venison

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

We Welcome Autumn & You!

Open for Thanksgiving
3 Course Menu / 3 Seatings

Including: Traditional Turkey Dinner
Please call for reservations

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Thanksgiving
at

Ample On-Site Parking Free
Please Note that Beverages and Gratuity are not included in the Buffet price.

Reservations Suggested

Football Games and Parades will be on our TV’s.
Cocktails, Beer and Wine Available.

Lunch and Dinner Carving Stations and Buffet
11:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Hand Carved Hot Roast Turkey with Sage
Dressing - Savory Gravy

Roast Beef Au Jus - Baked Virginia Ham with
Raisin Sauce - Fresh Home Made Mashed Potatoes

Broccoli and Hollandaise Sauce
Sautéed Whole Green Beans - Corn -

Apple Pie - Pumpkin Pie - Pecan Pie - Mince Pie
Everything on Our Menu is Home-made and Fresh!!

Breakfast
(8am-11:30am)
Regular Service:

You May Order Off the
Regular Breakfast Menu

Until 12

See Entertainment,  Page 26

Entertainment

NOW THROUGH NOV. 20
The Sound of Music.

Show times are Nov. 11,
12, 18, 19 at 7:30 p.m.;
matinees on Nov. 13, 20
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10/
advance; $12/door.
Presented by the Mount
Vernon Community
Children’s Theater. To be
held at Carl Sandburg
Middle School, 8428 Fort
Hunt Road, Alexandria.
Visit www.mvcct.org or
call call703-360-0686.

THURSDAY/NOV. 17
Colonial Republican

Women. 6:30 p.m. social
time; 7 p.m. meeting. At
the Virginia Hills
Administration Center,
Old Virginia Hills School,
6520 Diana Lane,
Alexandria. Call Debbie at
703-768-1934 or
dbodlander@hotmail.com.

FRIDAY/NOV. 18
“I’d Like to Buy an Enemy.”  7:30 p.m. $15 donation.

Presented by Ted & Company Theaterworks (based on
Harrisonburg). Following the show, Ted and Tim will lead the
audience in a “talkback” session, allowing time to engage
more fully with the issues addressed during the performance.
At Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria.  Visit
www.convergenceccf.net/site.

Mount Vernon Swing Band. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Owen
Hammett will conduct the live band. Admission is $4/door. At
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573. Call 703-765-4573.

NOV. 18, 19
“Angel: A Nightmare in Two Acts.”  Tickets are $18/adults;

$16/seniors and students; $14/groups of 10.
Performances Nov. 18-19 at 8 p.m.; matinee on Saturday, Nov. 19

at 2 p.m. Presented by Port City Playhouse, which performs at
The LAB at Convergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria.

“War at Home.”  7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10/door. The play was
inspired by a peace ceremony at Rondout Valley High School
in Central New York in the days following Sept. 11. At
Burgundy Farm Country Day School, 3700 Burgundy Road,
Alexandria.

SATURDAY/NOV. 19
Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. With over 60 exhibitors/

vendors, Santa’s workshop crafts, gingerbread houses, bake
sale and Christmas café, children’s games and prizes, visit with
Santa/keepsake photo, yesterday’s book sale, and raffle with
prizes. At St. Mary’s School, 400 Green Street, Alexandria.

Flea Market. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Large selection of collectibles,
trinkets, gadgets, books and attic treasures. There will be a
corner dedicated to children’s items, including toys and books,
in addition to baked goods and lunch. At Trinity United
Methodist Church, 2911 Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria. Call
703-549-5500.

Celebration Music Concert. 5 p.m. Nativity Lutheran Church
is hosting contemporary folk musicians Cletus Kennelly and
Lori Kelly. Tickets are $10/person; $5/children. At Felllowship
Hall Nativity Lutheran Church, 1300 Collingwood Rd.,
Alexandria. Call Patrick Schneider, 703-767-2268.

Book Signing. 2 to 4 p.m. Author and historian John T. Phillips
will sign copies of his book, George Washington’s Rules of
Civility. At Historic Alexandria History Center & Museum
Store, 101 North Union Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org or call 703-746-4760.

Holiday Shop. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Some 50 artisans in fiber
arts, wood, paper, metal, glass, clay, photography and orchids.
There will be a quilt raffle, Country Kitchen with handmade
baked goods, chutneys and more, an attic/resale boutique,
gently used jewelry shop, a gingerbread house raffle and a
warm lunch. In celebration of the 50th Anniversary, there will
be a show of many of the quilts made over the years and door
prizes. At Mount Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane, off Fort Hunt Road, intersection of Mason Hill and Fort
Hunt. Call 703-765-5950.

Fashion Show. 7 p.m. Walk This Way Productions/Kalaj!
Presents, “He Fashioned Us”: A Night of Fashion and
Inspirational Entertainment, Featuring Modeling Troupe,
Kalaj!  Fashions by Dress Barn, (Springfield) and K&G
Fashions (Bailey’s  Crossroads). At the Lee Center Kauffman
auditorium, 1108 Jefferson St., Alexandria. Call 703-927-
2927.

Handmade Holiday Craft Fair. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Advanced engineering students at T.C. Williams High School
are hosting their second annual handmade holiday craft fair.
Last year’s  fair raised $1,600, which was donated to Joining
Hearts and Hands, an organization that promotes educational
and social promotion in Kenya and Tanzania. This money
helped build a classroom in Tanzania for the Usumbara Girls
High School (pictured). The students this year hope to raise
even more money to contribute to the same cause.  Contact
Jennifer Moshier for information about how to become a

vendor.

SUNDAY/NOV. 20
Capitol Steps. 5 to 6:30
p.m. Cost is $35. The
Capitol Steps will
performing in a fund-raiser
for the All-Night Grad
Party. At Mount Vernon
High School’s Little
Theatre. For tickets, contact
dana.melvin@cox.net or
703-780-9381 or mail a
check to 9385 Mount
Vernon Circle, Alexandria,
VA 22309. Checks should
be made out to Mount
Vernon Parent Advisory
Committee.
Men’s Day. 11 a.m. Men’s
Day will be celebrated at
Roberts Memorial United
Methodist Church. Guest
Preacher will be Rev.
Edward Coles. At 606 South
Washington Street in Olde
Town Alexandria. A
luncheon will follow the
service.

Hot Soup. 7 p.m. Featuring Christina Muir, Sue Trainor and
Jennie Avila. Tickets are $18/general; $15/advance. At
Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.focusmusic.org or call 703-501-6061.

Social Justice University. 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. A free,
educational program about the call to advocacy, the legislative
process and how you can advocate for a more just and
compassionate Commonwealth during the 2012 General
Assembly. Co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Relations
Council. Free and open to the public. At Beth-El Hebrew
Congregation, 3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria.

MONDAY/NOV. 21
Open House. 1 p.m. Tour Hollin Hall Senior Center, enjoy

refreshments and peek in on some ongoing sessions. At 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

Free Group Vocal Lessons. 7 p.m. The lessons will be
conducted by Ozzi Mask, master director of Potomac Harmony
Chorus, Sweet Adelines International. Held at The Hermitage
in Northern Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Ave., Alexandria. To
reserve your spot, call 703-764-3896 or visit
www.potomacharmony.org.

TUESDAY/NOV. 22
Life Line Screening. Get tested for strokes with five screenings

that take 60 to 90 minutes to complete. Packages start at
$139. At Del Ray United Methodist Church, 100 E. Windsor
Ave., Alexandria. Visit www.lifelinescreening.com.

THURSDAY/NOV. 24
36th Annual Turkey Trot 5-Miler. 10 a.m. George

Washington Middle School, 1005 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Flat, fast, USATF-certified course, starts and ends
at George Washington Middle School. Conducted by the DC
Road Runners Club. Chip Timing with Chronotrack. Prizes and
awards in all age groups. $5-$25.
www.alexandriaturkeytrot.com.

NOV. 25 TO DEC. 18
Mount Vernon by Candlelight. 5 to 8:30 p.m. recurring

weekly on Sunday, Saturday. “Mrs. Washington” hosts an
enchanting evening of candlelit tours, fireside Christmas
caroling, and hot cider and ginger cookies. The Mount Vernon
by Candlelight tour includes the first and second floors,
featuring characters from the Washingtons’ world guiding
visitors through the home and adding ambiance and
authenticity to a traditional Christmas evening at Mount
Vernon. At George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon. Admission:
Adults: $20; Children 11 and under: $14. Visit
www.MountVernon.org or call 703-780-2000.

NOV. 25 TO JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. recurring daily.

Holiday visitors will enjoy themed decorations (including 12
Christmas trees), a gingerbread replica of the Mansion created
by former White House pastry chef Roland Mesnier, chocolate
making demonstrations, and a rare opportunity to tour the
third floor of the Mansion. In 1787, George Washington paid
18 shillings to bring a camel to Mount Vernon for his guests’
enjoyment. During Christmas at Mount Vernon, visitors can
meet Aladdin the camel. At George Washington’s Mount
Vernon Estate, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway,
Mount Vernon. Christmas at Mount Vernon admission is
included in general admission: $15/adults; $7/youth. Call
703-780-2000.

TUESDAY/NOV. 29
Eat Smart, Stay Healthy. 11 a.m.
Hollin Hall Senior Center Hosts “Eat Smart, Stay Healthy.” With

Jolanta Coleman, an avid health and nutrition advocate. At
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

SUNDAY/NOV. 20
United in the Spirit. 2 to 4 p.m. The Alexandria Black History

Museum will host a special reception honoring the churches that
participated in the photography exhibition “United in the Spirit,
1994-1995.”  The photographs by Nina Tisara explore worship
in Alexandria’s African American churches. The museum is
located at 902 Wythe Street.  Call to RSVP, 703-746-4356.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM

THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703-768-8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
MOUNT VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Mass Schedule

From Page 25

Entertainment

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 30
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is

$6. With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

Kirkin’ O’ The Tartan. 7 p.m. Bagpiper
and Scottish Music. 7 p.m. At St. Andrew
& St. Margaret of Scotland Anglican
Church, 402 E. Monroe Ave., in
Alexandria.
www.standrewandstmargaret.org or 703-
683-3343.

Free Group Vocal Lessons. 7 p.m. The
lessons will be conducted by Ozzi Mask,
master director of Potomac Harmony
Chorus, Sweet Adelines International.
Held at The Hermitage in Northern
Virginia, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.,
Alexandria. To reserve your spot, call
703-764-3896 or visit
www.potomacharmony.org.

THURSDAY/DEC. 1
Hawaiian-Themed Holiday Bash. 6 to 9

p.m. Free. Wear your favorite Hawaiian
outfit and enjoy refreshments and live
music by the Aloha Boys as you shop for one-of-a-
kind gifts in studios and galleries. At the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-4565

NOVA Community Chorus. 7:30 p.m. Winter
Concert. NOVA Community Chorus, Dr. Mark
Whitmire, Director, will perform Sergie
Rachmaninoff’s The Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom, for mixed chorus a capella. At the
Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 North Beauregard
Road, Alexandria. Contact Dr. Whitmire at
mwhitmire@nvcc.edu or 703-845-6097.

FRIDAY/DEC. 2
Del Ray Tree Lighting. 6 p.m. Come out and enjoy

the luminaries along Mt. Vernon Avenue; sing
holiday carols led by Kate Moran Band; enjoy hot
cider or hot chocolate; have a photo taken with
Santa. Events are at the Del Ray Farmers Market,
corner of Mt. Vernon Ave. and East Oxford Ave.
Volunteers are needed to help decorate the
Avenue on Nov. 26 at 1 p.m. and Dec. 2 at 2 p.m.,

to distribute the luminaries along Mt. Vernon Ave.,
5 p.m. to light them, and at 10 p.m. to extinguish
and pick them up. To help, contact Pat Miller at
pmiller1806@comcast.net.

ArtFest 2011. 6 to 9 p.m. Open house and holiday
party. Check out where the most hands-on classes
are taught while enjoying a variety of artist demos,
2D/3D exhibits, holiday ceramic and jewelry sales
(held throughout the weekend), live music by Rew
Smith Band, food and drinks. At The Art League’s
Madison Annex, 305 Madison Street, Alexandria.

Christmas Marketplace. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free
admission. A collection of unique vendors under
one roof, including Haute Papier, Discovery Toys,
Silver Star Collection, and more. At the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive, Alexandria. Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

Taste of Scotland. 7 to 11 p.m. Patron Pub opens
at 7 p.m.; General Admission 8 to 11 p.m. A
tasting featuring a vast number of scotches to
entice each guest. Heavy hors d’oeuvres, ales, and

wine also served.  Patron tickets $175/
person; $275/couple; $100 general
admission. At George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

DEC. 2 AND 3
Christmas Boutique. Heritage
Presbyterian Church is hosting a “Made
by the Bell” Christmas Boutique on
Friday, Dec. 2 from 5 to 8 p.m.; and
Saturday, Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Handmade Christmas décor, ornaments,
hand knitted items, baked goods, and
unique gifts are among the items for sale.
Heritage Presbyterian Church is at 8503
Fort Hunt Road.  One hundred percent of
the proceeds go to support Heritage
Presbyterian Women’s outreach programs
for children and women.  Call 703-360-
9546.

DEC. 2-4
ArtFest Weekend. Ceramic and
Pottery Show and Sale; Jewelry Show
and Sale; Retrospective show and sale of

work by Nancy Reinke, featuring prints, drawings,
paintings, rugs. Friday, Dec. 2 from noon to 9
p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sunday, Dec. 4 from noon to 5 p.m. At The Art
League’s Madison Annex, 305 Madison Street,
Alexandria.

The Nutcracker. Presented by BalletNova (formerly
The Center Dance Company/Arlington Center for
Dance). Performances are Friday, Dec. 2 at 7:30
p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 3 at 1 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.;
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 11 a.m.; Sunday, Dec. 4 at 1
p.m. At Bishop Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge
Road, Alexandria. Because of the limited
availability of the theater, BalletNova presents a
series of “Petite Performances” at both Bishop
Ireton High School and the BalletNova Center for
Dance Studios. These shorter 45-50-minute mini-
performances include a narrative of the story, and
highlights from Act II - The Kingdom of the Sweets
and are especially appropriate for the 3 - 5 year
old crowd. To date the schedule is: Sunday, Dec. 4
at 11 a.m. at Bishop Ireton High School; Saturday,

Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. at
BalletNova Center for Dance Studios, 3443 Carlin
Springs Road, Falls Church. Tickets are $13 to
$35. Petite Performances are $5 to $20. Visit
www.BalletNova.org, or call 703-778-3008.

Holiday Market. Free admission. 16th annual Del
Ray Artisans Holiday Market offers handmade
work from 20 local artists and bake sale to benefit
Rebuilding Together Alexandria.  Dec. 2 from 6 to
9 p.m. (reception); Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Dec. 4 from noon to 4 p.m. At the Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/HolidayMarket

SATURDAY/DEC. 3
41st Annual Scottish Walk Parade. 11 a.m. Over

100 Scottish clans, pipe and drum bands, Scottish
dancers, Scottie dog groups, and, Santa will march
through the streets of Old Town. Brought to you
by the Junior Friends of The Campagna Center
and the Saint Andrew’s Society of Washington,
D.C., with support from the City of Alexandria.
The Parade Grand Marshal is the Hon. Patsy Ticer.
Visit www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

Ornament-Decorating Workshop. 1 to 4 p.m.
Sponsored by the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum. On the third floor of the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 North Union Street, #327, in Old
Town Alexandria. Call 703-746-4399 or visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Holiday Designer Tour of Homes. 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tickets are $30/advance; $35/day of tour.
Stroll through seven historic properties in
Alexandria, which are dressed up for the holidays.
Featured properties: 206 Wolfe St.; 716 Wolfe St.;
408 Prince St.; 103 Prince St.; 430 S. St. Asaph St.;
228 S. Pitt St. (St. Paul’s); 418 S. Washington St.
(The Campagna Center). Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

Holiday Boat Parade of Lights. Free. Festivities
at 4 p.m.; Boat Parade at 6 p.m. Alexandria’s
harbor lights up when more than 50 illuminated
boats cruise the Potomac River at the historic
waterfront. Festivities begin at the Alexandria City
Marina behind the Torpedo Factory Art Center at 4
p.m. with live performances and Santa arriving by
fireboat at 4:15 p.m. At the Alexandria City
Marina, One Cameron St., Alexandria.
VisitAlexandriaVA.com; 703-746-3301.

NOV. 18, 19
“The Laramie Project.” 7:30 p.m. The Laramie Project is a play that

tells the story of the brutal beating and death of Matthew Shepard, a
gay college student, in Laramie, Wyo.   Presented by T.C. Williams
High School. Tickets are $5/students; $10/adults.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 17-23, 2011  ❖  27www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

People

Hoopskirts Flounce at Carlyle House
Belles sashay in “Civil
War Fashion Show.”

Jennifer Sustar models a Swiss waist with her hoopskirt as worn by
teenagers and young ladies. Her hat was considered high fashion.
“Redcoat” Kyle Dalton, from another era, narrates.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
E
d
 
S
i
m

m
o

n
s
, 
J
r
./

G
a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

By Ed Simmons, Jr.

Gazette Packet

T
he star attractions at the Carlyle

House “Civil War Fashion Show” in
September were the gloriously volumi-

nous hoopskirts modeled by volunteers Paige
Gibbons, Jennifer Sustar and Teresa Martinez.
The belles sewed their dresses by hand.

“It’s really not difficult wearing these clothes
except for sitting and getting through doors,” said
Gibbons, noting that the doorways of Carlyle
House are “thankfully” wide. The historic man-
sion is located across from City Hall on N. Fairfax
Street.

Historic Site Specialist Helen Wirka welcomed
the audience of about 30 who were seated un-
der tents on the back terrace. Narrating were
Education and Outreach Assistant Lacey Villiva
and volunteer Kyle Dalton, a history student at

Catholic University.
This was the third year for the show which has

featured 18th century fashion but was expanded
this year to feature Civil War-era dress in honor
of the Sesquicentennial.

Besides narrating, Dalton made two appear-
ances in military uniforms, the first as Revolu-
tionary War-era “Redcoat” and the second as a
Union army hospital steward who might have
been seen walking the halls of the hotel turned
hospital at Carlyle House during the war.
Hoopskirts, incidentally, were not allowed on
nurses in the U.S. Army Nurse’s Corps to avoid
knocking into patients.

A fifth volunteer was Nicole Foronda who mod-
eled the costumes of a lady of the 1770s and early
1800s.

Then comes the Oct. 29 Ghost Tour and reen-
actment of Col. Carlyle House Historic Park is
owned and administered by the Northern Virginia
Regional Park Authority. The mansion is open for
tours, lectures and programs for school children,
and its tented terrace can also be rented for wed-
dings and other functions.

Helping Child’s Fund
 On Monday, Nov. 14,  Bombay Curry Company

owner Balraj Bhasin in honor of Children’s Day
donated 100 percent of the day’s receipts to The
Fund for Alexandria’s Child in the Alexandria De-
partment of Community & Human Services Center
for Children and Families, Child Welfare Services.
With Balraj is Suzanne S. Kratzok, MSW coordina-
tor of community resources to the Fund for
Alexandria’s Child.

TC Telethon
Kerry Donley and David Speck prepare
to accept a donation of over $5,000
from T.C. Williams parents during the
17th Annual T.C. Williams Scholarship
Fund Telethon on Sunday, Nov. 6, at the
high school.

Covert Matters

Why Every Day
Is Veterans Day

By Harry Covert

T
he closest I ever got to
military service was as a
Civil Air Patrol cadet back

in the peaceful days of the 1950s.
On the other hand, my brother

has always loved scouting. He en-
joyed Lord Baden-Powell’s cre-
ation. He became an expert Scout,
lots of merit badges, lots of camp-
ing, walking in the woods and
learning the art of campfire cook-
ing and storytelling.

From boyhood days and
throughout his adult years
Norman has always loved Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts, too. For
him and his wife, scouting was a
family affair at the national jam-
borees and international events.
He had fun and is regarded as an
outstanding leader. He knows his
stuff.

Back in the fiery era of the
1960s, the draft board listed me
1-A. I was a special specimen, they
said. However, I ended up with a
wife and three children. I have
never heard from the draft board
from that day to this. I’m proud to
say that one of my prized posses-
sions is my draft card. I treasure it
to this day.

Brother wasn’t married in those
radical times. Uncle Sam figured
Norman was more needed than
me for Army service. He finished
a tour in Germany, then became a
successful military writer. Later he
ended up working for the govern-
ment and distinguished himself
with veterans groups, most nota-
bly American Legion and the 40 &
Eight.

I loved my teenaged days as a
CAP cadet. I learned to march.
Learned a lot about flying and got
to wear an air force-style uniform.
That was an exciting thing for a
12- and 13- year old in the Air
Force Auxiliary. Others in my
group excelled. Fred Hayman be-
came a private pilot and glider ace;
Joe Madagan served in the Army
and Marines where he became a
major; and Russ Stephenson re-
tired as an Air Force colonel, jet
pilot and a base commander.

LOTS OF Y EARS have slipped
by since those bygone days. I re-
member them well. We learned to
be efficient observers, flying with
CAP senior members on weekends.
They documented our flying in
Piper Cubs and helicopters. When
I decided to get a student pilots
license a few years ago, I was al-
lowed to use my childhood Log

Book.
Early on I

knew I’d never
be a jet pilot.
I’ve long ad-
mired those
who wear the
military uni-

forms. All are heroes.
My family members have distin-

guished themselves in military ser-
vice in addition to my brother. My
oldest son retired from a 20-year
Army career and served two tours
in Iraq.

My father loved the military and
bragged about its “two hots and a
cot” comfort. He served two
hitches, the first with the Army in
Panama, then the Army Air Corps
in Illinois and Langley Field, Va.
He enlisted in 1940 and served a
year with the Service Battery of the
111th Field Artillery, 29th Infan-
try Division, Maryland/Virginia
National Guard. The 111th was in
the first wave on Omaha Beach,
Normandy, on D-day. It suffered
massive loss of men and all its
equipment. I’m glad they wouldn’t
let dad go.

TWO UNCLES were notable dur-
ing World War II. Uncle Johnny
served in the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine. In 1942, he matured quickly
when his ship was sunk twice in
the icy North Atlantic by German
U-boats, both in the middle of the
night and in extremely cold
weather.

What was it like to be sunk? “Well,
you really don’t want to do it once,”
he recalled.

Another uncle survived the
Bataan Death March. He went on
to be a newspaperman. Once in
the late 50s, the literary editor of
his newspaper paper received a
book, “Knights of Bushido,” and
suggested Uncle Frank review it.
Skimming through the book he
saw his own picture with a basket
tied around his neck, awaiting ex-
ecution. For some unexplained
reason, he escaped execution. I
have a copy of the photo.

Heroes? Absolutely. During this
Veterans Day week, the men and
women deserve every honor pos-
sible. I believe everything should
stop on Wednesday, the 11th
month, the 11th day and11 th
hour honoring the brave men and
women.

If I could wear it, I’d put on my
CAP uniform and salute them. But,
I always stand at attention anyway
at the exact moment. You should
too.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee  SSaalleess  
Weekdays 12 Noon to 8 PM, from Nov 28  

to Dec 18, $12 per hour - Belle View 
Shopping Center,  Alexandria. 

Call 703-780-8494

Construction Fuel Truck 

Driver

Tanker, HAZMAT and TWIC  required. 
100-year-old stable company. Demanding 
physical labor. 3yers experience preferred. 

Djones@tayloroilco.com or 
Bschwinn@tayloroilco.com

Executive/Admin Assist
Independent Life & Health Insurance 
Broker in Old Town Alexandria seeking 

FT/PT Executive Assistant.  

JJob duties to include: customer serv-
ice to group insurance/employee benefit 
clients.  Prepare client presentations 
with heavy use of Excel spreadsheets. 
Office managerial duties.  Necessary
skills include:  Excel, Word, and Out-
look  (Powerpoint a plus).  Excellent 
Customer Service skills,  ability to multi-
task, highly organized & detail oriented.  
Health Insurance experience is a plus 
but not a requirement.  Human Resour-
ces experience is a plus but not a re-
quirement. Hours & days are flexible, 
24  to  40  hours/week.   Salary based on 
experience.    If   interested,   please    fax 
resume to: 703-837-0819

FT Janitorial Position

Available at a condo Hi-Rise Building.
Those with experience and good 

references are encouraged to apply. 
Work week consists of Sunday through 

Thursday, 8am until 4:30pm. 
Competitive salary and benefits will be 

discussed if interviewed.  

Please send your resume to 
rami@lmc2100.com

HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 

SERVICES HAS THE

OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU!!!!!!! 

We are looking for new and experienced 
teachers   to  join  our  team  on  a part -time 
basis. We need Reading and Math Teachers; 
however subject certification is not required. 
Tutoring instruction will take place at Cora 
Kelly Recreational Center. 
Help us help the students at Cora Kelly and 
Mount Vernon Schools!! 

* Paid Training
* Low Student Ratio
* No Lesson Plans
* 40 Hours of Program Instruction
* $25 - $30 Per Hour 
Higher Level of Math and Verbal Experi-
ence A Plus!!  Dynamic, Enthusiastic, Com-
passionate Personalities A Must 
Come & Join Our Team 

To apply please Contact Dr. Harris at 
443-498-8388  or      

e-mail HarrisD@hlcses.com

Immediate Opening!

Auto Dent Tech
Dent Wizard, the world leader in 
paintless dent removal is seeking an 
experienced auto dent tech to work 
in dealerships/bodyshops through-
out the  Springfield/Arlington area. 
Candidate must have 2-3 years of 
PDR experience. Must pass back-
ground/drug test and have valid DL. 
Great pay, benefits, medical, dental, 
co car, 401k, vacation & more. 
PLease call Ryan at 609-954-0628 
to schedule interview or apply online 
at www.dentwizard.com

REAL ESTATE CLASSES

300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314

Interested in a career in real estate but not
sure if this is right for you? Have questions

about what to expect?  Do you wonder if the
stories of 6 figure incomes are really true?

Pick up the phone and give Maxine a call at
703-836-1464 to learn more or register today.

PenFed Realty

Send resume to: cqureshi@tysonfloors.net
or fax to (703) 661-4351

Upscale Arlington flooring company seeks an
entry level, PT or FT Showroom Floor Sales person
with a flair for design and a good sense of color.
We offer competitive salary, commission & benefits.

SHOW ROOM / SALES PERSON

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Alexandria, a man who befriended Gen.
Stanley McChrystal simply by introducing
himself as the owner of Ireland’s Own.

“Pat Troy has changed Alexandria,” said
McChrystal, who officially launched the
book at a raucous party Sunday night. “If
you look at it in terms of the social or the
political or the business life of this city, he’s
woven through all of it.”

Troy’s memoir begins in Ireland, where
he was born and raised. A significant part
of the beginning of the memoir details his
days as a butler at Birr Castle attending to
Lord and Lady Rosse. This is where he
picked up many of his ideas about hospital-
ity, including the hard-and-fast rule that you
never serve 13 at a table — a  tradition that
apparently stems from the 12 apostles at
the Last Supper with Jesus. This is also
where he learned to steel himself for any-
thing, including winning a bet by asking a
princess to dance. She accepted, and he won
the bet.

“The book is sort of like ‘Angela’s Ashes,’
but told from a different perspective,” said
Kathleen Molloy, Troy’s daughter who
hosted the launch event. “I really would
have loved another hundred pages.”

READERS OF THE BOOK will find many
interesting tidbits of Alexandria history, in-
cluding Troy’s version of events in several
recent political races. He details his inde-
pendent bid for City Council in 2003 and
his Republican campaign in 2006. After Vice
Mayor Andrew Macdonald unexpectedly
resigned, Troy hoped to snag the Republi-
can nomination for the special election. But
a group of local Republicans — also un-
named — told Troy they wanted Cleveland
instead.

“That was frustrating and disheartening,”
Troy acknowledges. “It took a while for me
to get over that.”

Time has obviously healed some of the
wounds. For example, Vice Mayor Kerry
Donley is called out for voting against Troy’s
special-use permit for North Lee Street. But
he’s also given credit for helping Troy get a
lease for North Pitt Street. And Donley even
made an appearance at the launch to help
celebrate the release of the memoir.

“He’s a real icon of the city,” said Donley.
“In many ways, he’s put Alexandria on the
map.”

Mayor Bill Euille and Gen. Stanley
McChrystal (ret.) at the book
launch for Pat Troy’s ‘I Have a
Story to Tell’ Nov. 13 at Ireland’s
Own restaurant.

News

From Page 3

An Irish Tale
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

HAULING

HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

                                                                                          -- $1,000s --
Category 2011 2012
Personal Services & Employee Benefits $44,812 $46,934
Power and Utilities 10,813 11,802
Chemicals 5,958 7,463
Fuel 822 862
Postage 407 416
Insurance 1,211 1,175
Supplies and Materials 3,891 4,044
Contractual Services 8,569 8,480
Professional Services 1,112 1,151
Other 2,130 2,224

Sub-Total 79,725 84,551
Transfer to Improvement Fund (9,391) (9,559)

Total 70,334 74,992

Net revenues are expected to be appropriated as follows:

Debt Payment $40,798,000
Improvement Fund $11,000,000
General Fund $13,629,000

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED 2012 BUDGET

  Fairfax Water’s Board will continue to monitor economic factors and review
revenues and expenditures at mid-year to determine if additional action is needed.

Fairfax County Water Authority (Fairfax Water) is proposing a $141.3 million
budget for calendar year 2012 .
On Thursday, December 15, 2011, Fairfax Water will conduct a public hearing
on its proposed 2012 Budget in its offices at 8570 Executive Park Avenue,
Fairfax. The public hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m.  A copy of the proposed
budget can be viewed on our Web site at http://www.fairfaxwater.org/. Those
wishing to speak at this hearing or desiring a copy of the proposed budget
should call Ms. Eva Catlin at 703-289-6017.
Revenues are expected to be $141.3 million in 2012.  Water sales are
expected to provide $121.9 million. Approximately $19.4 million is expected
from connection charges, investment income and other sources.

1

1

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Art & Framing by Valentino
Custom Framing & Fine Art

Rose Valentino, Owner
roseval@gmail.com

Mount Vernon Antique Center
www.mtvantiques.com

8101 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22309
(703-505-9334

(By appointment)
www.art-and-framing.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

12 Commercial Lease

Office Space for Lease in 
Oakton. Approx. 800sf Avail 
Immediately. 703-820-2500

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to members of the NY,  
nonprofit, American Society of Clinical 
Oncology, Inc., that eligible ASCO members 
may vote by proxy ballot from Oct. 13 to Nov. 
21, 2011 to elect the President Elect, Treasurer, 
five seats on the Board of Directors, and two 
seats on the Nominating Committee for service 
beginning on June 4, 2012.  Information about 
proxy ballots is available at www.asco.org. 
Completed proxy ballots will be delivered to the 
ASCO President or his designee for casting at a 
meeting held on Nov. 30, 2011, 7:30 AM – 8:00 
AM at ASCO Headquarters, 2318 Mill Road, 
Suite 800, Alexandria, VA 22318.  Members 
with questions can email 
ASCOelection@asco.org  or call 571-483-1316.  

LEGAL NOTICE
ON NOVEMBER 3, 2011, LIBERTY UNIVERSI-
TY, INC. TENDERED FOR FILING WITH THE 
FCC AN APPLICATION FOR ASSIGNMENT 
OF FM TRANSLATOR STATION

W275BO, CHANTILLY, VIRGINIA, TO METRO 
RADIO INC. W275BO OPERATES ON CHAN-
NEL 275, WITH 130 WATTS EFFECTIVE 
RADIATED POWER AT 38-51-18

NORTH, 77-22-28 WEST. AFTER APPROVAL 
OF THE APPLICATION W275BO WILL RE-
BROADCAST THE SIGNAL OF WTNT, 730 
KHZ, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ031119-05-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JAYDEN WARD
The object of this suit is to:
Terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilities of unknown father to Jayden 
Ward, born on 11/19/2010 to mother Sophie 
Ward, and to authorize the placement of the 
child for adoption.
It is ordered that the defendant uknown father, 
appear at the above named Court and protect 
his or her interests on or before 12/02/2011 at 
2:30pm 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ031119-06-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JAYDEN WARD
The object of this suit is to:
Terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilities of Adrian D. Williams, putative fa-
ther to Jayden Ward, born on 11/19/2010 to 
mother Sophie Ward, and to authorize the 
placement of the child for adoption.
It is ordered that the defendant Adrian D. Wil-
liams (father), appear at the above named Court 
and protect his or her interests on or before 
1/11/2012 at 2:00pm 

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

News

From Page 1

From Page 1

registering the families who re-
ceive services, Kratzok and her
team must coordinate with 339
sponsors who contribute by
matching gifts to those requested
by the families.

Although not every family re-
ceives their requested gift, the re-
maining families have an oppor-
tunity to receive donated toys via
the Toys for Tots program.

Community mom and pop stores
also coordinate with the Holiday
Sharing Program by acting as dis-
tribution points where individual
citizens can donate toys.

By the first week in December
all toys and donations are set
aside, and letters are sent to fami-
lies with information on how to
pick up the gifts on Dec. 15.

The program raised nearly
$30,000 last year, with an addi-
tional $20,000 worth of in-kind
contributions from the 109 volun-
teers.

“It’s rewarding, it’s helping Al-
exandria, your hometown. In the
end the toy does not matter, even
something that just lights up puts
a joy on a child’s face.” said Bar-
bara Sherlock, who has volun-
teered with the Holiday Sharing
Program for three years.

though it would benefit students at the com-
munity college and connect the streetcar line
with a high-capacity transit corridor Alexan-
dria officials are planning to create along
Beauregard Street.

“Everybody wins,” said Jimmy McClellan,
dean of liberal arts at the college and a mem-
ber of the Streetcar Coalition. “It makes no
sense not to connect them.”

But persuading the Arlington County
Board and the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors to extend the line beyond the cur-
rent plans might be difficult. The jurisdic-
tions are in the process of trying to pin down
federal money for the project, and delaying
the process could throw a wrench into the
works. Furthermore, as federal resources
continue to dwindle in the near future, local
leaders across the region are wondering if the
money will exist to bring the line to Skyline at
all. And extending the line through Skyline into
Alexandria would require using land that’s
currently a public park, which is protected
under the Environmental Protection Act.

“There are a number of quality of life issues
that have been raised by neighbors of the cam-
pus,” said Rich Baier, director of the Alexan-
dria Department of Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Services. “Alexandria is generally
supportive of transit, but we need to see more
of the concept here before we could take a

position.”

THE STREETCAR LINE is a dream years in
the making, one that is on the verge of becom-
ing a reality in Arlington and Fairfax County.
But important details have yet to be worked out,
including the location of the maintenance yard.
The public-policy benefits include increasing
public transit options for students and connect-
ing the streetcar line to Alexandria’s bus-rapid

transit. Furthermore, the community college has
offered access to the land for a maintenance yard
at no cost whereas acquiring land in Crystal City
would require a substantial expenditure.

“It sounds like a brilliant idea to me,” said
Arlington County Board member Barbara
Favola, who was recently elected to the Vir-
ginia state Senate. “If we can find a way to
partner with the community college, I think this
could be a win-win scenario.”

Not everyone views the scenario as a win,
however. Alexandria neighborhoods near the
campus and residents of a high-rise building
in Skyline have raised objections. They’re con-

cerned about living next to what would essen-
tially be an industrial use, potentially with
unsightly streetcar storage and noisy street-
cars clanging into each other at all hours of
the evening. Some have suggested that locat-
ing the maintenance yard on the campus might
even prompt a lawsuit, leading to more cost
and more delay.

“We’ve definitely heard from people who are
concerned about the quality of life,” said Baier.

“Then there’s concerns about where the
funding would come from, what kind of
noise would be involved, what the aesthet-
ics would be and where the railcars would
be stored.”

ADVOCATES FOR BRINGING the line to
the Alexandria campus say the decision
should be considered in the context of build-

ing a regional system. Connecting Alexandria
to the Fairfax and Arlington lines would maxi-
mize the system’s utility, they say. And the aes-
thetics of the building could be masked by plac-
ing a student union or classrooms on the top,
essentially disguising it to look like any other
building on campus. Furthermore, training a
generation of students to work on public trans-
portation system would benefit the country.

“It’s worth the time and money,” said former
Alexandria City Councilman Tim Lovain, an
organizer of the Northern Virginia Streetcar
Coalition. “This would be a major step forward
for the region.”

Linking Streetcars to Community College?

“It’s worth the time and
money. This would be a major
step forward for the region.”

— Tim Lovain

Volunteers at Human Services on a Mission

Barbie dolls, donated by Alexandria citizens, make perfect gifts for the Holiday Shar-
ing Program.

“We can’t leave it
‘til Dec. 24 like the
big cities who wait
till the last
minute, for me
that’s too risky.”

— Suzanne Kratzok,
coordinator, Community

Resources, Alexandria
Department of Community

& Human Services

To Help
The Holiday

Sharing Program
accepts gift cards,
toys and donations
into the first week of
December, and
volunteer opportuni-
ties are available for
distribution days
when families pick
up gifts. For more
information visit:
alexandriava.gov/
holidaysharing.

Senior volunteers Sharon Crampton and
Dianne Adams check in donations during
last year’s Holiday Sharing Program.
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To the Judges of the
LCTA-PTA Reflections

Art Competition:

The students and parents of
Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy

   appreciate your investment in the
creativity of the next generation.

Thank you!

Andrew H. Macdonald, CAAWP
Photography

    Ali Ringenburg, Principle Gallery
   Visual Arts

Bring
Home to
Soldiers
During

the
Holidays
Alexandrian
1st Lt. Emily
Vernon is
requesting
gift cards for
her troops in
the Mideast.
Please send
$5–10 gift
cards for:
• iTunes
• Starbucks
• KFC
• Subway
• Amazon

Mail before
November
18 to:
Home for
Holidays
Gazette
Newspapers
1606
King Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314

Special thanks to:

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

S
ome call it the new MBA. Others
say it is one of the keys to employ-
ability in a difficult economic en-
vironment. Meet the professional

science master’s degree, a relatively new,
two-year graduate degree that combines
advanced training in science or math with
business skills often desired by employers.

Professional science master’s degrees are
designed to address what forecasters say is
a future of economic growth and job cre-
ation driven by advances in science, bring-
ing a new emphasis in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics [STEM] edu-
cation at many levels.

“A master’s degree in a STEM field often
offers a clear pathway to professional em-
ployment and career success É even in a
difficult job market,” said Debra Stewart,

president of the Council of Graduate
Schools. The Council of Graduate Schools
conducted a study of graduates with pro-
fessional science master’s degrees and
found that 82 percent were employed. More
than 55 percent of those were earning
$50,000 or more.

Like many other professional master’s
degree programs, PSMs are structured to
meet the needs of working adults.

“Most of our graduate students are part-
time students,” said Michelle Marks, asso-
ciate provost of Graduate Education for
George Mason University, and an Oakton
resident. “There is a market of students who
are interested in graduate school — and are
working full time and don’t want take a
break in their careers to go to graduate
school.”

The concept of designing graduate de-
grees around needs of working profession-
als is not new. “The motivation for a lot of
these programs is access,” said Carol B.
Lynch, senior project director, Professional
Master’s Programs Council of Graduate
Schools. “When you look at the ads that you
see on the Metro and in the newspapers,
they are really targeting people who are
working and want to advance but don’t have
the luxury to take time off to go to a more
traditional program.”

According to the National Professional
Science Master’s Association (NPSMA),

schools in the Washington, D.C., region of-
fering PSM degrees are George Washing-
ton University, University of the District of
Columbia, American University and Univer-
sity of Maryland University College.
Georgetown University and Virginia Tech
formed a partnership and created a PSM
program in Biomedical Technology Devel-
opment and Management.

“[George Mason] is currently developing
programs that will likely be PSMs that com-
bine science courses with management
[and] workplace skills,” said Marks.

PSM programs, which often include in-
ternships and training in workplace skills,
are generally developed in coordination
with employers, including nonprofit orga-
nizations, businesses and government agen-
cies. Both George Mason University and
George Washington University offer profes-
sional studies classes at their Arlington cam-
puses.

“We do a lot of market research, and we
also have advisory boards and professional
groups that we talk to about what is actu-
ally needed [in the workplace],” said
Kathleen Burke, Ph.D., dean of the College
of Professional Studies at George Washing-
ton University.

Unlike traditional graduate science pro-
grams, PSM programs are generally termi-
nal; they do not lead to a Ph.D.

“[Part-time] programs are really geared

towards people achieving a breadth of busi-
ness knowledge and then moving into the
workforce,” said Marks, “as opposed to a
more traditional master’s program where
people may very well move onto a Ph.D.”

Are professional degrees like the PSM less
rigorous than their traditional counterparts?
Just because the courses are offered nights
and weekends doesn’t mean that the pro-
gram is less strenuous, university officials
said. “Our programs are very high quality.
They are selective,” said Burke. “They have
admissions requirements and standards that
are very comparable to other graduate pro-
grams. É We don’t admit very many students
into our programs.”

While the overall enrollment of new stu-
dents at U.S. graduate schools fell 1.1 per-
cent in 2010, according to the annual CGS
Survey of Graduate Enrollment and De-
grees, the number of students entering sci-
ence and engineering programs grew as
much as 8.6 percent.

Where Science and Business Collide
New master’s degree
programs address
employer demand for
more science and
math knowledge.

Photo courtesy of George Mason University

Students study at George Mason
University’s Arlington Campus.
Many professional master’s degree
programs are structured to meet
the needs of working adults.
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Sports

Bishop Ireton junior Brandon Williams-Price rushed for
more than 1,000 yards during the 2011 season.

Bishop Ireton’s Hudson Sullivan (5) and Kevin Moreno wrap up a St. Christopher’s
ball carrier during the VISAA quarterfinals on Nov. 12 at Fannon Field.
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Ireton Ends Season with Gut-Wrenching Loss
Cardinals will return
QB Zingler, lose
playmakers Webb,
Westbrook.

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
he Bishop Ireton football team’s
season began with a seven-game
win streak. It ended with the
Cardinals on the wrong end of

an improbable play.
Ireton held a three-point lead late in its

VISAA semifinal matchup with St.

Christopher’s on Nov. 12 at Fannon Field
and had the Saints facing fourth-and-16
from their own 1-yard line. Down
to its final play, St. Christopher’s
pulled a rabbit out of its hat in the
form of a 99-yard hook-and-lad-
der touchdown. Saints quarter-
back Giles Thompson completed
a pass in the middle of the field to
Blair Farinholt, who lateraled to
teammate Cole Carns. Carns
headed toward the left sideline,
turned the corner and raced into
the end zone. The Cardinals
mounted a potential comeback
drive in the final minute, but came
up empty on fourth-and-1 at the St.
Christopher’s 16, giving the Saints a 38-34

victory.
Ireton head coach Tony Verducci said the

Saints executed the hook-and-ladder well,
but he felt officials missed a call on the pre-

vious play. The Cardinals sacked Thompson
at the 1 right before the miracle touchdown

and Verducci said the play should
have resulted in a safety. The call
did not go Ireton’s way and the
Cardinals’ season had ended in
gut-wrenching fashion.

Despite any frustration,
Verducci said he’s pleased with the
Cardinals’ performance this sea-
son, which included the program’s
first 7-0 start, an 8-3 overall
record and a home playoff game.

“I thought it was a fantastic
year,” the fifth-year Bishop Ireton
head coach said. “The boys played

for each other. Even the effort down to the

“We really want to work to maintain
a level of excellence we achieved this
year and I think for that to happen,
the guys that are done playing have
to remain as role models and have to
remain [supportive].”

— Bishop Ireton head football coach Tony Verducci

The U14 ASA Dolphins competed in the Suburban Friendship League
tournament on Nov. 12-13 and finished their season 7-0-3. From left are:
(front) Sarah Griswold, (first row) Ashleigh Cameron, Camilla Villas
Boas, Calla Zane, Erin Paige, Haley Shea, Kaelyn Hoque, Alexis Browand,
(second row) Claire Vermillion, Anna Pusey, Zoe Gage, Josie Brocato,
Sarah Scroggs, Asha Zane and Isabel Shaw. Vemillion, Pusey, Gage,
Brocato, Griswold, Scroggs and Browand have played together on the
ASA Dolphins since they were 5.

Sports Briefs
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See Ireton,  Page 34

TC’s Smythe Pleased
With Improved Finish

T.C. Williams senior Shannon Smythe re-
alized the Nov. 12 VHSL state cross country
meet represented her final opportunity to
compete as a high school harrier. After an
ankle injury forced her to miss states her jun-
ior year, she felt pressure to improve on her
38th-place finish as a sophomore in 2009.

 “I was nervous,” Smythe said, “because I
wanted to finish on a good note my senior
year.”

Smythe took care of business on Satur-
day, finishing 26th with a time of 19 min-
utes, 9 seconds at Great Meadow. She was
the 13th-best finisher from the Northern
Region and seventh-best from the Patriot
District.

“I think I ran well,” Smythe said. “I kind
of died with about 100 meters left to go

but I put everything out there. I thought it
was a good race.”

Smythe shaved 12 places and 40 seconds
off her sophomore performance.

“My coach wanted me to go around 25,
but he’s always very optimistic with me,”
Smythe said. “I wanted to shoot for that.
Last time I was here I got 38th in this race.
I wanted to definitely get better than that.
If I had gotten worse than that I would have
been upset. … It feels like I was able to get
what I was cheated out of last year, which
was nice.”

Lake Braddock junior Sophie Chase won
the individual state title with a time of 17:33.
Midlothian won the team championship with
a score of 87, followed by Ocean Lakes (100)
and West Potomac (125).

— Jon Roetman

See Briefs,  Page 33

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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703.683.0777
FitnessTogether.com/alexandria

Pairing the strength, cardio and nutritional guidance of our
one-on-one personal training with the energy of the small group.

INTRODUCING SMALL GROUP
PERSONAL TRAINING

Fitness Together Alexandria
300 North Washington Street, Suite 106 • Alexandria, VA 22314

CALL 703.683.0777 FOR A SPECIAL $49 TRIAL WEEK OFFER
 TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFER EXPIRES 10.31.11. NEW CLIENTS ONLY.

We need to raise $135,000 by May 2012 so the special field will be
built. Previously, we told you about over $36,000 raised recently.

Well, you all are stepping up!

We raised another $5,500

just in the past week.

Donors this past week were:

Simpson Development Inc.
Andy Strobel

~ Join the movement and donate for the Miracle Field ~

Find out more about the Field and the Miracle League
at our Website:

www.miracleleagueofalexandria.com
Go to the Website to find out how to donate

Or
contact Bill Rivers at: rivers15@comcast.net or 703-683-6526

Help build a Miracle Field
for our special needs community.

MAKE ALEXANDRIA PROUD!Every year
between Christ-
mas and New
Year’s, The
Alexandria Gazette
Packet turns its
pages over to the
contributions of
local students. We
are seeking art-
work, photogra-
phy, poetry, opin-
ions, short stories
and reflections.
We welcome con-
tributions from
public schools, pri-
vate schools and
students who are
home schooled.

E-mail to:
gazette@connec
tionnews
papers.com, or
mail (.jpg and text
files on disc only)
by Nov. 30, to
1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA
22314. Please be
sure to include the
student’s name,
age, grade, school
and town of resi-
dence along with
each submission.
For information,
call 703-778-9410.

Be a Part
of

CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’)

GAZETTE

Alexandria Girls U14 Dynamite team won first place in the Suburban
Friendship League tournament on Nov. 12-13 in Warrenton. The girls
won their first game 7-0 on Saturday and finished the tournament with a
2-0 win Sunday against a Haymarket team. These eighth-grade girls
represent George Washington Middle School, Hammond Middle School,
Alexandria Country Day, Blessed Sacrament, St. Stephens & St. Agnes
and Browne Academy. From left: (front) Holly Garrett, Madison White,
Lucie Lytle, GioMarie Davilla, Olivia Olson, Lily Oliver, Sarah Wetherly,
Guila Pastore, (back) Coach Bob Henshaw, Callie Doulis, Greer Bateman,
Bryanna Smith, Katie Henshaw, Amanda Simmons, Cecilia Kane, Destine
Hooker, Ann Bartlett, Maddie Kovach and Coach Tommy White.
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From Page 33

Sports

Episcopal Boys
Beat SSSAS for
State Soccer Title

The Episcopal boys soccer team defeated
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes 3-1 in the VISAA
state championship game on Nov. 11 at
Sportsbackers Stadium in Richmond. The
Saints defeated Episcopal twice during the
regular season.

SSSAS finished the season with a 16-4
record. Episcopal was 12-6-4.

TC Girls Basketball
To Host Scrimmage

The T.C. Williams girls basketball team
will host a scrimmage against Paul VI at 1
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 19. The Titans will
host a scrimmage against Bishop McNamara
on Nov. 26 before opening the regular sea-
son at home against Wakefield on Dec. 3.

SSSAS Boys to
Scrimmage W-L

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes boys bas-
ketball team will host a scrimmage against
Washington-Lee at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
19. The Saints will travel to scrimmage
Cesar Chavez Public Charter on Nov. 26 and
will open the regular season at home against

Bishop Ireton on Dec. 5.

Ireton to Host
Robinson for Scrimmage Bishop Ireton will

host a scrimmage against Robinson at 7 p.m.
on Thursday, Nov. 17. The Cardinals will also
host scrimmages against Oakton (Nov. 22) and
Westfield (Nov. 26). Ireton will participate in
the Flint Hill Tip Off Tournament on Dec. 2.
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T.C. Williams senior Shannon
Smythe finished 26th at the VHSL
state cross country meet on Nov.
12 at Great Meadow.
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last play of the season is something that, as coaches
and as a team, we can be incredibly proud of. Some-
times — and it sounds trite — you say if you give it
everything you’ve got on the field it’s easier to live
with the result.”

Ireton junior quarterback P.J. Zingler had a big day
through the air against St. Christopher’s, complet-
ing 18 of 34 passes for 298 yards and four touch-
downs. Senior receiver Malcolm Westbrook had eight
receptions for 171 yards and two touchdowns. Jun-
ior Brandon Williams-Price caught five passes for
72 yards and Matt McShea and Justin Paige each
had a receiving touchdown.

Williams-Price also rushed 20 times for 104 yards.
Ireton was without playmaking running back/re-

ceiver Moses Webb, who missed the final two games
of the season with an ankle injury. He finished the
season with 824 yards from scrimmage and 16 touch-
downs in nine games. He also snagged three inter-
ceptions on defense.

Westbrook had 45 receptions for 840 yards and
eight touchdowns in eight games.

One of Ireton’s strengths this season was its se-
nior leadership. Verducci said the Cardinals displayed
leadership in three forms: unity, perseverance and
work ethic. For the Ireton program to roll its suc-
cessful ways into the 2012 season, Verducci said he
wants the seniors to stay involved with the program

through their graduation, rather than disconnect now
that their final high school season is over.

“We really want to work to maintain a level of ex-
cellence we achieved this year and I think for that to
happen, the guys that are done playing have to re-
main as role models and have to remain [support-
ive],” Verducci said. “There’s a natural tendency
for seniors to think their contributions are over
when the last game ends, but they have a lot to
offer.”

Zingler will be one of the Cardinals’ top return-
ing athletes in 2012. The junior completed nearly
60 percent of his passes for 2,091 yards and 20
touchdowns while throwing just four interceptions
in his second season as a starter.

Williams-Price will return after rushing for 1,010
yards and six touchdowns in 11 games, including a
201-yard effort against Episcopal on Sept. 24.

Junior receiver/cornerback Paige and sophomore
linebacker Hudson Sullivan should be impact play-
ers next year. The Cardinals will also return four of-
fensive linemen and three defensive linemen. Junior
left tackle Jim Keegan and junior right tackle Josh
Reed, along with juniors Jacob Bisnett and Kieran
Grogan will return along the O-line and juniors Jack
Beer, Mike Sampson and Christian Frazier return
along the D-line. “This was a really fun group of guys
for us to coach,” Verducci said. “They really bought
in [and] played for each other.”

From Page 33

Ireton Ends Season with Loss

Clean-up Day at Oronoco Bay Park
As part of the Ocean Conservancy’s 26th Annual International Coastal Cleanup
campaign and in conjunction with the City of Alexandria and the Clean Virginia
Waterways initiative, Alexandria Crew Boosters participated in a waterfront clean-
up day at Oronoco Bay Park on Saturday morning, Oct. 15.  A group of about 60
student athletes, parents and Alexandria Crew supporters turned out for the effort,
collecting styrofoam, water bottles, a gas can, a car tire, an old plastic trike, two
empty barrels and other trash that was littering the Potomac Shoreline.  “Alexan-
dria Crew is used to cleaning up on the water,” said ACB Co-President Karen
Lemke.  “This was an opportunity to clean-up on land.”

Sports
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