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31st Senate District
Democrat Barbara Favola defeated Republican

Caren Merrick for the open 31st district senate
seat, which was vacated by the retiring Demo-
cratic incumbent Mary Margaret Whipple. Favola,
a member of the Arlington County Board of Su-
pervisors, won Arlington County 71 percent to
29 percent. Merrick won the parts of the 31st dis-
trict in Fairfax and Loudoun County, by 53 per-
cent to 47 percent and 55 percent to 45 percent,
respectively.

Favola said that creating and maintaining job
growth and an educated workforce “are the
things I care about, and I want them to continue.”

34th Delegate district
Incumbent Barbara Comstock (R) won her first

re-election bid over Democratic challenger
Pamela Danner 55 percent to 45 percent. The
district had a higher percentage turnout, 35 per-
cent, than the 30 percent projected around the
state.

Comstock says she hopes to build on the com-
munity relationships she’s developed over the last
term, including working with groups such as the
McLean Citizens Association and the Great Falls
Citizens Association, on local issues such as the
Leesburg Pike-Georgetown Pike intersection plan.

Comstock said that she hopes to take that same community-
oriented approach to the Route 7 widening project.

“I’m committed to making sure Virginia stays number one in
jobs, it’s going to be the main thing that provides the revenue for
education and transportation re-investment,” she said. “As a gov-
ernment, we’re focusing on logical growth, and I plan to do ev-
erything in my power to make sure it happens.”

Dranesville Supervisor
John Foust (D) won re-election to his second

term, defeating Republican challenger Dennis
Husch 61 percent to 39 percent. He won all 30
precincts in the district by 5,360 votes.

Foust said he planned to focus his next term
on the widening of Route 7 from Tysons Corner
to Reston, secure more funding for Tysons rede-
velopment and Dulles Metrorail Phase Two.

He said a priority would be to “find the right
balance of infrastructure in Tysons,” because,
along with Dulles Metro, it will serve as the eco-
nomic engine of the region.

When it comes to funding Phase Two of the rail, Foust said he
wants to look at funding sources that will not increase the bur-
den on taxpayers who drive the Dulles Toll Road.

Foust also said it would be a “huge mistake” not to finish Phase
Two of the Silver Line.

Dranesville School Board
 Janie Strauss won 21 of 30 precincts in the Dranesville Dis-

trict. Eighteen of the precincts were decided by
less than 100 votes, with Strauss winning 12 of
those. The Langley precinct, which Epstein took,
was decided by only 25 votes.

Strauss says she intends to use future funding
to buy down the class size in the Dranesville Dis-
trict, which are among the largest in the county.

“As money becomes available, I would like to
put those additional resources back into the
schools with larger class sizes,” she said.

Strauss also said she hopes to move beyond
standardized tests.

“We have to move away from the overemphasis of [Standards
of Learning tests], we’ve got to get back to higher-level problem
solving,” she said. “I believe we can create some engaging, won-
derful problem solving projects for our 11th and 12th graders that
will be interesting and appropriate for what parents are asking
for.”

— Alex McVeigh

News
McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

See Fairfax,  Page 9

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

T
he anti-incumbent mood reflected in na-
tional polls did not express itself in Fairfax
County when voters cast their ballots on
Election Day.

With 99 candidates to pick from, and almost every
state and local office up for reelection, voters over-
whelmingly returned incumbents to office. And in-
cumbent in Fairfax County typically means Demo-
crat.

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors remains
the same, with a 7-3 Democratic majority. Chairman
Sharon Bulova (D-At-large) — who first won the at-
large seat in a 2009 special elec-
tion — cruised to victory with
nearly 60 percent of the vote
over her Republican opponent
Michael “Spike” Williams. Su-
pervisor John Cook (R) held on to his Braddock Dis-
trict seat by a razor-thin margin, after a scathing and
closely-watched battle with his Democratic chal-
lenger, Janet Oleszek.

On the 12-member Fairfax County School Board,
the race that generated the most heated speculation,
voters returned every incumbent, and elected new-
comers who, with one exception, identified them-
selves as Democrats.

Although Republican hopes for more of a foothold
in Fairfax County failed, GOP gains in the rest of the
state effectively transferred control of the state leg-
islature to Republicans.

The state Senate, which had a Democratic edge of
22-18, is now evenly split 20-20 between Republi-
cans and Democrats. Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling, a Republi-
can who was not on this year’s ballot, now wields
the power to cast any tie-breaking votes. The Re-
publicans increased their majority in the House of
Delegates from 61-39 to 68-32. Republicans now
control both chambers of the General Assembly and
the governor’s mansion for the second time since the
Civil War.

Virginia General Assembly
As the campaign signs come down, and post-elec-

tion navel-gazing goes up, the question of “who

won?” shifts to “what does it all mean?”
“I think the real question is what the Republican

gains in the state Senate will mean,” said Stephen
Farnsworth, a Virginia political expert and professor
at George Mason University. “It’s going to be a tough
time for Northern Virginia, when you look at the
make-up of who controls the levers of power in Rich-
mond.”

Farnsworth said funding for transportation and
education are key issues on the table. “There’s a
pretty valid claim that even though [Northern Vir-
ginia] pays more than its fair share to Richmond,
there’s not going to be any attempt to equalize the
resources. When Virginia goes from Democratic to
Republican, the power base moves south.”

Democrats say they are not just concerned with
the shift in party, but with what they think may be a

A Good Year for Incumbents

State Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) said he is
concerned about the “inflammatory rheto-
ric” from state Republicans during an
interview Friday in his Fairfax City law
office. “The rhetoric from the Republicans
right now is ‘we’re in full control.’ But the
power should reflect the 20-20 split,”
Petersen said.

Democrats retain power in
Fairfax County, GOP
celebrates statewide gains.

U.S. Rep. Gerry
Connolly (D-11)

watches election
returns at the event

sponsored by the
Fairfax Democratic

Party at The Waterford
at Fair Oaks on Nov. 8.
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

C
harles Johnson of
McLean is no
stranger to plane
noise. Living a few

miles away from the Potomac
River, the sound often supplants
his alarm clock when it comes to
waking up in the morning.

“It’s more than just a sound, it’s
a feeling. You can feel your win-
dows rattling, and the house vi-
brating,” he said. “When we had
the earthquake back in August, I
paid it no mind until it continued
for longer than the planes do.”

Johnson isn’t alone in feeling
drowned out by airplane noise as
planes from Reagan National Air-
port fly north along the Potomac
River before finding their course,
and often times they pass over
McLean.

That’s why the McLean Citizens
Association, along with the office
of U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10)

hosted a community forum at the
Old Firehouse Teen Center Tues-
day, Nov. 8, to hear about ways the
noise might be quieting down.

“We got a call from the
congressman’s office earlier in the
fall and they said people would
like to address the airplane noise
and the new GPS system they’re
starting to use,” said Rob Jackson,
president of the MCA.

As currently planned, planes
leaving from National Airport
must travel north to leave the area,
but they are limited in how far
they go west because of the re-
stricted airspace over Washington,
D.C.

“No aircraft can penetrate the
airspace [over Washington, D.C.],
so we have to go around it, take
angles to get away from it,” said
Bennie Hutto, vice president of the
Potomac National Air Traffic Con-
trollers Association. “This is a big
issue when it comes to getting air-
planes in and out.”

Planes go north along the river,

and begin turning at the American
Legion Bridge. Hutto says the con-
cern has been that some aircraft
do not follow the bend all the way,
and the cut corners lead to planes
flying over parts of McLean, espe-
cially the ones that are closer to
the river.

Hutto said that in February
2012, a new Radio Navigation sys-
tem (RNAV) will come into use,
which should make sure more
planes stay on the proper path.

“It’s more precise, it is point-to-
point navigation,” he said. “We
take extreme precaution to mini-
mize the noise that comes in on
both sides, and the west side of
McLean is the area we try to keep
the cleanest.”

Matt Fisher of the Air Traffic
Controllers Association said the
RNAV is “a wonderful technology,
but we’re still figuring it out, and
the criteria will change every few
months.”

Hutto said that their data
showed that the majority of planes
stay within the proper spaces, the
ones that deviate could be doing
it for any number of reasons, such
as medical emergencies, or
weather conditions that limit vis-

Bennie Hutto, vice presi-
dent of the Potomac Na-
tional Air Traffic Control-
lers Association shows a
diagram of the most com-
mon flight paths for planes
at Ronald Reagan National
Airport.

Matt Fisher of the Na-
tional Air Traffic Control-
lers Association ad-
dresses McLean residents
at the Old Firehouse Teen
Center Tuesday, Nov. 8
about possible solutions
to airplane noise.

Air traffic controllers provide update
on plane noise in McLean.

Quieting McLean’s Skies?

ibility.
He also said that if they know

the date and time that the plane
passed over a certain spot, they
can track the data and find out the
reason why it strayed from the
normal course.

“We have to make split-second
decisions on a daily basis, and
we’re not going to hold planes up
if they’re on a collision path,” he
said.
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News

T
he 2011 Virginia Music Educators Associa-
tion (VMEA) Honors Choir will feature 11
Langley High School seniors out of the 133

senior choral students selected from Virginia. The
seniors were selected during a rigorous audition pro-
cess held Saturday, Oct. 1 at Longwood College. For
the second time in the past three years, Langley High
School of McLean had the highest number of stu-
dents selected of any high school in the state. Two
Langley seniors were also chosen as alternates.

These top performers include: Sonya Zell singing

Soprano 1; Sarah Larkworthy, Abby Thompson and
Rachel Street (alternate) singing Soprano 2; Isabel
Hefner (2nd place), Mia Engelhardt (2nd Place),
Jessica Bumsted and Sarah Etherton singing Alto 1;
Stephanie Anderson (1st Place), Lauren Fernandez
(1st Place), Elly Sheers, and Amber Bennett (alter-
nate) singing Alto 2; and Mark Paulson singing Bass
1. The students will travel to Norfolk from Nov. 17-
19 to participate in rehearsals for the Honors Choir
that culminate in a concert at the VMEA In-Service
Conference Event.

From left, back row: Sonya Zell, Abby Thompson, Stephanie Anderson, Mark Paulson,
Jessica Bumsted, Elly Sheers and Amber Bennett. Front row: Sarah Larkworthy, Rachel
Street, Mia Engelhardt, Sarah Etherton, Lauren Fernandez, and Isabel Hefner.

Langley Seniors Chosen for Honors Choir
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132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA

Maplewood Grill

 703-281-0070

Brunch
Every

Sunday

Live
Entertainment
Mon. thru Sat.

November 25th
Black Friday Special

Visit
www.maplewoodgrill.com

for Menu

3 - Course Dinner
$32 per Person, excluding tax and gratuity
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Doctor Halper & Associates
Elizabeth Halper, Ph.D., LCP

Psychological Assessment

www.doctorhalper.com • ehalper@drhalper.com • (703) 988-4990

Unique Gift!
Can use for GT, APP, Mensa

Know Thyself
Holiday Special

IQ Testing for $450

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

News

Veterans Visit
Churchill Road

On Nov. 11, Churchill Road students learned about
the meaning of Veterans Day from special visitors in
uniform. Many branches of the service were repre-
sented.

Among those who visited the school was Frances
Hashimoto, retired Navy Lt. Cmdr., who spoke to her
grandson’s kindergarten class about her duty aboard
the U.S. Navy Hospital Ship, Repose, during the Viet-
nam War. Cmdr. David Baptista discussed his experi-
ences aboard the U.S. Navy hospital ship Mercy with
second graders. Army Col. Jeffrey Vuono spoke to
second and third graders about his experiences while
deployed in the Middle East. Lt. Col. Robert Smullen,
USMC, took time to visit his daughter’s kindergar-
ten class and answer questions about the Marine
Corps.

The Churchill Road students and staff learned
much from these visitors and appreciated their will-
ingness to share their experiences.

Col. Jeffrey Vuono talks to Churchill Road
second graders about his experiences in
the Middle East.

Photo by Laurie Baptista

Visiting Churchill Road, Cmdr. David
Baptista talks to Joshua DeSmyter’s sec-
ond graders about what he did on the
Navy hospital ship, Mercy.

Photo by Michael Peterson

Frances Hashimoto, retired Navy Lt.
Cmdr., related her experiences as a nurse
stationed aboard a hospital ship during
the Vietnam War to Jan Clark’s kindergar-
ten class at Churchill Road.

 Photo by Kim Moran

On leave from Kabul Afghanistan, Lt. Col.
Robert Smullen visits his daughter, Lily,
and her classmates, in Laura Zielinski’s
kindergarten class at Churchill Road.

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.ConnectionNews papers.com and
click on:

Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail: goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Free Digital
Subscriptions
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

R
epublican presidential hopeful Herman
Cain spoke to the Northern Virginia Tech-
nology Council Wednesday, Nov. 2. Dur-
ing the event, the former president and

CEO of Godfather’s Pizza shared his view on the role
of technology in America’s future.

NVTC board member Gary Shapiro said that Cain’s
diverse experiences served as an interesting example
of the different roles one can take within a commu-
nity at large.

“It’s obvious that Herman Cain has been success-
ful in business. He spent more than 40 years in the
private sector, creating jobs as the president and CEO
of Godfather’s Pizza,” Shapiro said. “He also suc-
ceeded and served outside of the business world. He
chaired the federal reserve of Kansas City, he was a
supervisory mathematician for the Department of the
Navy and he put ethics into action as an associate
minister in Antioch Baptist Church North in Atlanta.”

Cain said that the increasing availability of tech-
nology is one of the things that will shape future
generations. He recalled outfitting his campaign of-
fice with all new computer systems, and expecting
the bill to be $40,000 to $50,000, but it was only
$12,000.

“Because the cost of technology is going down,

technology is increasingly impacting the way
we live our lives,” he said. “When I was do-
ing my graduate work at Purdue, they had a
whole floor of computers that didn’t have
the power of this iPhone. To say that tech-
nology is a driving force in the way we live
our lives is an understatement.”

Cain said if elected president, he would examine
ways to keep the government invested in technol-
ogy.

“You don’t have to be on the cutting edge of tech-
nology, but if you want to stay up on things, you
better be on the blade somewhere,” he said. “I be-
lieve that we are missing some opportunities in gov-
ernment when it comes to technology.”

He also stressed that the key to getting out of the
current economic slump is to help the business com-
munity.

“The engine of economic growth is the business
sector, and if you want to grow the economy, you‘ve
got to put fuel in the engine,” he said. “Right now
there’s so much uncertainty that businesses are in
the state of survival … Businesses in this country are
the best in the world, if you get government out of
the way.”

Shapiro said that Cain gave “this audience a per-
spective of what it is like to go directly from the busi-
ness world of strategy and results into the ‘gotcha’
political world.”

The event was the first in the NVTC’s presidential
series. President Barack Obama, as well as Republi-
can candidates Mitt Romney and Rick Perry, have
been invited to participate in future events. As of
this week, only Romney has accepted, he is expected
to speak to the council in early 2012.

More information is available at www.nvtc.org.

From left, Republican
presidential hopeful

Herman Cain and North-
ern Virginia Technology

Council chair Brad Antle
answer questions at the

council’s presidential
series event Oct. 2 at the

Tysons Ritz Carlton.

Virginia Technology Council
Welcomes Herman Cain
Republican presidential hopeful
speaks on future of technology,
role of business community.

Photos by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection

Off-Season Pricing

60-75%

OFF POTS

60-75%

OFF POTS

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

50% Off

Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias,

Blue Atlas Cedar &

Select Shade Trees

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

IT IS A GOOD THING TO GIVE THANKS
UNTO THE LORD-Psalm 92

Thanksgiving Day Service
 Thursday, Nov. 24, 10:30 A.M.

All are warmly welcomed and child care is available

First Church of Christ, Scientist
1683 Chain Bridge Road

McLean, VA  22101Great Papers
Great Connections

Great Readers!

INTENSELY
INTERESTING

COMMUNITY
INVOLVED

COMMITTED TO
EXCELLENCE

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

A
s the holidays approach, many
nonprofits that provide holiday
meals, food support and other ser-
vices for people in need are report-

ing that they are overwhelmed.
More than 45,000 students in Fairfax County

Public Schools are from families poor enough
to qualify for free or reduced priced meals.
That’s more than 25 percent of students in the
schools. In Arlington, 34 percent of students
are poor enough to qualify for free or reduced
meals. In the City of Alexandria, more than 54
percent of students are poor.

In Fairfax County, 46,000 live below the pov-
erty line; more than 80,000 have no health
insurance.

In Northern Virginia, thousands are unem-
ployed and many more are underemployed.
Among the homeless in Northern Virginia,
many are working poor, families with at least
one wage-earner who doesn’t make enough to
pay for housing for the family.

In this environment, more and more people
are turning to food pantries for part of every
month. And it’s not surprising that many, many
families will have little to offer in holiday cheer
and holiday gifts for children without the help
of organizations and individuals. It’s hard to
imagine, but there are hundreds of children in
the area who would not receive a single holi-
day present without the help of a charitable
organization.

The need has never been greater.Give Locally

Where To Give
This is a partial list of charities helping those in need

during the holidays and beyond. Let us know about
other organization not listed here.

Additional nonprofits can be found listed on the
local Catalogue for Philanthropy website, http://
www.catalogueforphilanthropy-dc.org. Click on “how
to give.”

Habitat for Humanity of Northern Virginia,
Arlington, 703-521-9890

Comfort for America’s Uniformed Services
(CAUSE), CAUSE ensures that recuperating service
members have opportunities for recreation and
social interaction and receive concrete signs of
appreciation for all that they have done. 4114
Legato Road Suite B, Fairfax, VA 22033, 703-591-
4968, cause-usa.org

Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic, 13525 Dulles
Technology Drive, Herndon, VA 20171, 571-235-
3577, jsfreeclinic.org Last year 139 community
volunteers — nurses, nurse practitioners and
physicians — gave more than 1,300 hours of their
time to see patients.

Alternative House - Abused and Homeless Children’s
Refuge, 2100 Gallows Road, Vienna, VA 22182,

703.506.9191, www.thealternativehouse.org
Reston Interfaith, 11150 Sunset Hills Road, Suite

210, Reston, serving Reston and Herndon. 571-323-
9555, www.restoninterfaith.org

SHARE of McLean seeks donations of grocery gift
cards. Gift cards can be dropped off at SHARE, c/o
McLean Baptist Church, 1367 Chain Bridge Road on
Wednesdays and Saturdays (except Thanksgiving
week) between 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Checks and gift
cards can be sent to: Holiday Celebration, Share,
Inc. PO Box 210, McLean, VA 22101. 703-284-2179.
www.SHAREofMcLean.org

LINK, serving Herndon, Chantilly, Loudoun and more,
needs contributions of food, coats and holiday toys
for children, plus volunteers. Email Lisa
Lombardozzi at LisaLombo@signaturecos.com.
(703) 437-1776 www.linkagainsthunger.org

Herndon-Reston FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic
Help), 703-391-0105

Northern Virginia Family Service, Oakton, 703-
385-3267

Food for Others, 2938 Prosperity Avenue, Fairfax,
22031, 703-207-9173

Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO),
703-569-9160, www.echo-inc.org. Open to receive
donations at 7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield

Lorton Community Action Center operates the Act
ll Thrift Shop at 9506 Richmond Highway, Lorton.

Sales from the shop generate funds for LCAC and
clients also shop there. While donations are
welcome during store hours, visitors are asked to
call first at 703-339-8611 before dropping off
donations. www.lortonaction.org

FACETS, 703-352-5090
National Capital Food Bank, 6833 Hill Park Drive,

Lorton, serving all of Northern Virginia, 703-541-
3063, www.capitalareafoodbank.org

Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, food
pantry at 13981 Metrotech Drive in Chantilly (near
Backyard Grill and Bar). For more information or to
sponsor a family, call 703-988-9656, ext. 105. To
mail gift cards or send donations by check, add a
note saying “food basket program” and send them
to: WFCM, P.O. Box 220802, Chantilly, VA 20153.
703-988-9656

Our Daily Bread, 10777 Main Street #320, Fairfax,
703-273-8829

Shelter House, www.shelterhouse.org, operates two
homeless shelters in Fairfax County, in Centreville
and Seven Corners. 571-522-6800

Committee for Helping Others (CHO), Vienna ,
703-281-7614

Fairfax City Area FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic
Help), 703-222-0880

Lamb Center, www.thelambcenter.org, Fairfax 703-
691-3178

If you’re reading this paper, chances are that
you are among the people at the other end of
the spectrum, trying to devise methods to keep
the holidays more modest. One way to do this
is to help your children understand how lucky
they are with a glimpse at the needs of others
right here.

There are many ways to give, with some lo-
cal charities connecting the donor to a specific
family to provide a holiday food basket and
fulfill some wishes for gifts. Many organiza-
tions encourage the donation of gift cards.
Every local group seeking to help the needy
right now is facing extra demand and needs
both volunteer and financial help.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Facing Major
Surgery
To the Editor:

Later this month, I am scheduled
to be wheeled into the operating
room for a major surgical proce-
dure, the outcome of which is
highly problematic. I have spoken
at length with my surgeon and key
members of his operating team
and they have assured me that
they are fully prepared to do what-
ever is necessary to bring about a
successful outcome. I have read a
number of articles about the pro-
cedure and have tried to educate
myself as best I can although the
terminology is a bit daunting.

The surgeon has assured me that
the team members are highly cre-
dentialed and are strong believers
in the Hippocratic Oath. I asked if
any members of his team felt that
they could not perform any parts
of the surgery because of strong
personal feelings or because they
had signed an oath or taken a
pledge to not do something. He
assured me that once I am “on the

table all options are open” and that
the team would be fully prepared
to act in the best interest of the
patient. He also said the recovery
period would be lengthy and not
without pain.

For the past several weeks the
Congressional Super Committee
has been in the operating room
and later this month is expected
to wheel out their plan, a plan that
will lead the country back to a fi-
nancial health, by cutting from the
Federal Government budget and
reducing the federal deficit. I want
a plan to be implemented, I want
it to be successful so the country
will survive and ultimately thrive.
However, our dysfunctional Con-
gress must consider all the options
and not place anything off limits.
They must ignore the special in-
terest calls coming from outside
the operating room. Defense, So-
cial Security, Medicare, Medicaid
and all other elements of the bud-
get must remain on the table and
considered as part of the overall
solution. And yes, if transfusions
are required, then increases in
taxes must be brought about either

through a major overhaul of the
tax code or the elimination of de-
ductions and increases in rates. If
we are to survive the surgery and
deal with the pain of healing, then
the malignancy that has rendered
our political system impotent and

gutted our tax system must be re-
moved; otherwise, Washington,
D.C. will become nothing more
than an American Acropolis.

Walt Lawrence
Great Falls

Letter to the Editor

Call for Annual Children’s
(& Teens’) Contributions

Every year Connection Newspapers dedicates one issue entirely
to the imaginative works of our community children and teenag-
ers. We publish artwork, essays, creative writing, opinion pieces,
short stories and photographs.

We are now asking that all submissions be digital so they can
be sent through email or on CD. Please provide the submissions
no later than Thursday, Dec. 8. If you have any questions, please
call Kemal Kurspahic at 703-778-9414 or email
kemal@connectionnewspapers.com.

Images should be submitted as .jpg ATTACHMENTS to an email,
not embedded in the body of the email. All submissions should
include the child’s first and last name, school, grade and/or age.

Submissions for our Vienna, McLean, Great Falls, Reston and
Herndon editions should be e-mailed to
ChildrensNorth@connectionnewspapers.com. Subject should be
school name, town and teacher’s last name (or for individuals or
home schoolers, the child’s last name and town).

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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shift to more extreme views.
“Arizona, Mississippi, and Wis-

consin will be pushed off the front
pages of national newspapers as
Virginia takes leadership with
right-wing legislation,” said Del.
Ken Plum (D-36), who was first
elected to Richmond in 1978 and
serves as the chairman of the
House Democratic Caucus.

Issues that concern Democrats
include reductions in public edu-
cation funding resulting from re-
sources being diverted to charter
schools, restrictions on abortion,
immigration enforcement, and
weakening health and safety regu-
lations.

“The Senate of Virginia will no
longer be the safeguard that it has
been for the past several years to
stop wacky legislation,” said Plum.

“When you look at the legisla-
tive agenda, a lot of the more po-
larizing social issues were killed
because of the Senate,”
Farnsworth said. “There will prob-
ably be more of these issues mov-
ing forward now.”

Democratic Senators are also
not willing to concede full control
to the GOP. “The rhetoric from the
Republicans right now is ‘we’re in
full control.’ But the power should
reflect the 20-20 split,” said state
Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34), refer-
ring to control of the chamber’s
floor sessions and committees.
“Democrats need to make sure our
funding for education and trans-
portation doesn’t drop off.”

But Del. Dave Albo (R-42), who
was first elected in 1994 and is
Northern Virginia’s most senior
member of the House, said the
alarmist rhetoric is just party poli-
tics.

“Everybody needs to take a chill-
pill,” Albo said. “[Democrats] are
all crying like babies about [the
election]. They try to scare people
into thinking that suddenly there’s
going to be all this wacky legisla-
tion out of Richmond. The immi-
gration bills are not wacky at all.
We allowed police officers to de-
tain someone as an illegal alien
when they get a hit on their car.
We require businesses to use E-
Verify. When they say it’s wacky, I
want to say, specifically, tell me
which bill you’re worried about.
We are not going to be doing any-
thing out of the ordinary,” Albo
said.

Albo said revenue for some
transportation projects, such as
road maintenance, may increase
with the GOP in control.

“One of the good-news things of
Republicans in the Senate is that
we should be able to get some-

thing passed for more money for
secondary road maintenance and
improvements,” Albo said. “The
Democrats have never wanted to
use the General Fund for revenue
to pay for the roads.”

Even though Republicans now
reign south of the Rappahannock,
Fairfax County is likely to remain
blue.

“You had an optimal environ-
ment for Republicans this year.
There was a lot of money sloshing
around…and they just can’t close
the deal in this part of the state,”
Farnsworth said.

“I was disappointed
countywide,” Albo said. “I doubt
that Republicans will ever gain a
foothold when [Republican] can-
didates like Bill Cooper, who was
running for sheriff, or Lolita
Manchino-Smoak, who was run-
ning for the School Board, can’t
win…Slowly but surely, Fairfax
County is becoming Alexandria
and Arlington.”

Fairfax County
School Board

The Fairfax County School
Board race was the one to watch
this year. It was the most talked-
about, blogged-about, debated
and partisan-fueled race in the
board’s 19-year history.

Political insiders predicted that
parental anger over discipline,
boundaries, class size and grading
policies would sweep out incum-
bents and usher in a slate of can-
didates running as “reformers”
and endorsed by Republicans.

The predictions proved wrong.
Voters returned six incumbents

to the 12- member board and
handed the three at-large seats to
the Democrat-endorsed candi-
dates. Elizabeth Schultz, in the
Springfield District, was the only

Republican-endorsed candidate to
win a district seat.

“Voters didn’t reject ‘reform,’ this
was a partisan victory for the
Democrats pure and simple,” said
Sheree Brown Kaplan, who lost
her bid for an at-large seat.

But Ted Velkoff, a former PTA
president from Rocky Run who
won an at-large seat, said the mes-
sage voters sent on Election Day
was more nuanced than partisan
politics.

“I don’t think it was a rejection
of reform, or embracing of the sta-
tus quo,” Velkoff said. “In the end,
I think people in Fairfax County
are generally happy with the
schools. They said, on balance,
that the school system is being run
well, and voters manifested their
diverse spectrum of views about
issues by electing a diverse group
of people.”

“What the voters have rejected,”
said Ilryong Moon, who retained
his at-large seat, “is the oversim-
plification of complexity of gover-
nance of our school system and
efforts to meet needs of all stu-
dents with a few sound bites or
campaign slogans.”

Moon, who will be serving a
fourth term on the board, said the
six new board members will be
facing several challenges when
they meet in January, including a
tight budget climate and the se-
lection of a new superintendent.

Fairfax County Superintendent
Jack D. Dale, who steered the
175,000-student system for seven
years, announced in September
that he will retire when his con-
tract ends in June 2013.

“Voters want us to continue stay-
ing on the current path, and main-
tain the quality of our top perform-
ing school system,” Moon said.

Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-
Springfield) said he thought many
of the winners, even though they

margins of victory.
“With the Board of Supervisors,

we’re looking at a situation where
the voters were less angry than in
other parts of Virginia. There
wasn’t much voter dissatisfaction
with the current board,”
Farnsworth said.

“The Board of Supervisors has
the turnover rate of the Supreme
Soviets; they only leave by death
or indictment,” quipped state Sen.
Chap Petersen (D-34), who en-
dorsed Democrat Janet Oleszek in
the race to unseat incumbent John
Cook in the Braddock district.

Three of the 10 supervisors were
unopposed — Pat Herrity (R-
Springfield), Jeff McKay (D-Lee)
and Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) — while Michael Frey (R-
Sully), Gerry Hyland (D-Mount
Vernon), Penny Gross (D-Mason),
John W. Foust (D-Dranesville) and
Linda Smyth (D-Providence) faced
nominal opposition and ran rela-
tively quiet campaigns.

Chairman Sharon Bulova (D-At-
large) easily won her bid for a sec-
ond term, running on a solid
record of accomplishments as
leader of the most powerful gov-
erning body in the county. The
only nail-biter was in the Braddock
District, where Cook was narrowly
reelected after a contentious 10-
week battle with his Democratic
challenger, Janet Oleszek, a former
School Board member.

“I was very pleased with the win
by my colleague John Cook in the
Braddock District. This was a race
that the Democrats made a prior-
ity and put a lot of time, energy
and resources into,” Herrity said.

Rex Simmons, chair of the
FCDC, said voters sent a message
that they were pleased with the
county’s quality of life, strong fis-
cal management and sound gov-
ernance in returning incumbents
to the board.

“Fairfax County has weathered
the worst recession since the Great
Depression with few service cuts
and minimal tax increases,”
Simmons said. “We have great
schools, major transportation im-
provements underway, excellent
environmental protection pro-
grams, a modest affordable hous-
ing program, and well maintained
parks and recreation centers…
Even in tough economic times,
Fairfax County has remained an
economic engine for Virginia.”

One critical decision facing the
returning board is the hiring of a
new county executive. Just two
days after the election, County
Executive Anthony H. Griffin an-
nounced that he will step down in
April after serving 12 years in the
position.

Fairfax Remains Blue, GOP Celebrates Statewide Gains

Ryan McElveen, 25, of Vienna, was the youngest candi-
date in any of the races. Democrat-supported McElveen
won one of the three at-large School Board seats.
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were endorsed as Democrats, sup-
ported the reform message of
transparency, accountability and
smaller class sizes.

“A prime example is the indepen-
dent auditor reporting to the
School Board…This and many of
the issues that finally got open and
honest discussion will result in
better schools,” Herrity said.

Velkoff agreed that the lengthy
campaign process called attention
to a number of issues the new
board will address, including class
sizes, needs-based staffing, “21st
century learning,” and advocating
for an independent auditor to
bring more transparency to the
School Board’s budget. Currently,
the School Board absorbs 53 per-
cent of Fairfax County’s annual
budget of $3.3 billion.

“There needs to be confidence
in the budget process. We can’t
defend initiatives without inde-
pendent confirmation of our bud-
get from an outside auditor,”
Velkoff said.

“While voters in this election
expressed satisfaction that the
Democratic leadership provides
good stewardship over our high-
ranking public school system, I
think voters also made it clear that
they expect the school board to
spend more time listening to par-
ent and community concerns,”
said Rex Simmons, chair of the
Fairfax County Democratic Com-
mittee (FCDC).

Ryan McElveen, who also won
an at-large seat, said he wants the
School Board to be more respon-
sive to stakeholders.

“I hope parents, teachers, school
employees of all stripes, and es-
pecially students, will get in touch
and share their concerns and
ideas. I’m excited for the road
ahead,” McElveen said.

“My hope is that we move away
from teaching to the test and find
ways to make sure students are
well-rounded and ready for col-
lege or careers,” Velkoff said. “I
think it would be great if we could
look back in 10 years at how
Fairfax County became the model
for 21st century learning.”

Fairfax County
Board of
Supervisors

With the exception of the
scorched-earth battle for the
Braddock District seat — which
Republican Supervisor John Cook
won by just 327 votes — the nine
other incumbents on the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors re-
tained their seats with fairly wide
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

W
hen it comes to
Christmas shop
ping, Jennifer
Crawley of

McLean prefers to stay away from
the hustle and bustle of malls and
large shopping centers. Instead,
she heads to downtown McLean,
where stores offer all the variety
of a mall, but without the hassle.

“There was a time when I was a
Black Friday shopper, but not any-
more,” she said. “Now I head
downtown, and can find something
interesting and unique for literally
everyone on my list.”

Mesmerelda’s Gifts in the Salona
Shopping Center has been one such
destination for the past 57 years.
With a full selection of cards, sta-
tionery, puzzles, soaps and more,
it has quite the regular clientele.

“I feel like I’ve been shopping
here for eternity,” said Ginny Bays
of McLean. “I spend a lot of time
out of town, in places like Naples,
Fla., but I’ve never seen a store like
this.”

One of their top items are Byers
Choice figurines, or “carolers.” The
Pennsylvania-based company

makes a variety of figurines for any
occasion, but Debbie Jones, of
Mesmerelda’s says they are one of
the most popular gift items.

“Their faces are always so de-
tailed, and there’s always new
ones, that they always stay popu-
lar,” Jones said. “We also carry a
wide variety of Christmas orna-
ments and nutcrackers.”

The ornaments can be found
adorning a tree in a corner of the
store, and the nutcrackers fill
shelves behind the store’s registers.

Mesmerelda’s Gifts is located at
1339 Chain Bridge Road, and can
be reached at 703-356-4494.

JUST DOWN Chain Bridge Road,
The Preppy Pink Pony hasn’t quite
entered the holiday mode yet, but
staff says after Thanksgiving, “the
store will explode with Christmas
and Hanukkah cheer.”

One of the more popular items
at the store are the Scout bags,
made by a company from
Georgetown. Their Boatman-Geller
items are also popular around the
holidays, as they offer
monogrammed stationary, trays,
platters and other items.

“I think the Preppy Pink Pony just

screams style, and I have a lot of
friends that I know will love the
gifts I get them from here,” said
Sandy Shaw of Vienna. “I found a
great dish for a friend’s dog, some
nice stuff for Christmas cards and
some items I really like that I hope
wind up under my tree as well.”

The Preppy Pink Pony also offers
monogrammed soaps in a number
of different scents and styles, as
well as memorabilia from popular
schools such as Georgetown, the
University of Virginia and Virginia
Tech.

There are also items for children,
ranging from customizable picture
frames for newborns to knit teddy
bears and clothing.

“I really liked the fashionable
iPod speakers and headphones,
everyone I know is always looking
for stuff that looks unique but also
serves a function, and these are
perfect,” said Francis Brooks of
McLean. “I also really like the
pretty iPad cases and the wireless
computer mice with pretty designs
on them will definitely be going to
some of my family and friends.

The Preppy Pink Pony is located
at 1355-A Chain Bridge Road. Visit
www.preppypinkpony.com.

Mesmerelda’s,
Preppy Pink
Pony offer range
of gift ideas.

Shopping Season Starts in McLean

The Preppy Pink Pony
specializes in local college
merchandise, as well as
personalized clothing and
household goods.

Shoppers browse the eclectic gifts on display at the
Preppy Pink Pony.

This year’s crop of Byers Choice caroler figurines at
Mesmerelda’s Gifts in McLean, which staff say are always
a popular gift choice.

A row of nutcrackers on display at Mesmerelda’s Gifts.

Holiday Gift Guide
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Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
8601 Wolftrap Rd, Vienna, VA  22182

703.896.7424 • development@olgcva.org

Our Lady of Good Counsel
presents…

Holly & Ivy
A CHRISTMAS MARKETPLACE

Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 10-5
Sunday, Dec. 4th, 9-3

Home Décor & Christmas Gifts
Fine Stationery, Jewelry, Ornaments

Childrens’ Books & Accessories
Gifts for Baby… and much more!

HUGE USED BOOK SALE!

Come Visit with Santa!

A Holiday Extravaganza
for the Entire Family!
• Delight in Georgetown Cupcakes & Hot Cocoa with the
   Snow Fairy Princess
• Enjoy Breakfast or Milk, Cookies, and a story with Santa
• Create holiday wonders with hands-on children’s activities
   featuring the Children’s Science Center & Kids in the Holiday Kitchen

General admission: $11

To purchase ticket, please visit:
www.jInv.org/theenchantedforest

11th Annual Holiday
Extravaganza

November 19th-20th, 2011
Saturday: 10AM-5PM • Sunday: 10AM-1PM

Tickets are going fast–reserve your family’s tickets today

The Westin Tysons Corner
7801 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043

All proceeds benefit the mission of the Junior League of Northern Virginia, a nonprofit
tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Event Sponsors:
Anna Vronskaya Jewlers
Jeff Lubin Photography

Mystique Jewelers
Palindrome Design

The Maris Elaine Gallery
Riverside Interiors

@JLNV -11th Annual The Enchanted Forest

The weekend’s festivities are marked by a display
of more than 100 themed-decorated holiday trees

and handmade gingerbread homes.
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THURSDAY/NOV. 17
Russell Brand. 8 p.m. George Mason

University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Tickets $25-
$45, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. www.russellbrand.com
orwww.patriotcenter.com.

Ryan Montbleau Band and Sister
Sparrow & The Dirty Birds. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Book Discussion Group. 7:30 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Call for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

Melissa Manchester. 8 p.m. The
Barns at Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Award-winning singer/
songwriter. $35. www.wolftrap.org.

Screenings of the Documentary
“Happy.” 12 p.m. and 6 p.m.
George Mason University Johnson
Center Cinema, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. A feature-length
documentary in search of the keys to
happiness and fundamental issues
facing modern society. Free.
cct.gmu.edu/events/happy.html.

FRIDAY/NOV. 18
Comedy Tonight! A Studio Rep

Production. 8 p.m. Alden Theater,
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. An evening
of PG-13 comedy. $12.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

“The How and the Why.” 8 p.m. 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tyson’s
Corner. On the eve of a prestigious
conference, an up-and-coming
evolutionary biologist wrestles for
the truth with an established leader
in the field. Tickets $25.
www.1ststagetysons.org or 703-854-
1856.

Blackie and the Rodeo Kings at
7:30 p.m.; The Bastard Suns,
Murphy’s Kids and Feed God
Cabbage at 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Friday Afternoon Chess Group. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Chess
for all ages. Players of all levels
welcome. No registration necessary.
703-757-8560.

Catie Curtis With Meg Hutchinson.
8 p.m. The Barns at Wolftrap, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. Folk-rock. $22.
www.wolftrap.org.

National Acrobats of The People’s
Republic of China- Direct from
Beijing. 8 p.m. George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. $24-$48, youth through
grade 12 half price when
accompanied by adult. 1-888-945-
2468.

SATURDAY/NOV. 19
An Evening with Andre Rieu. 8 p.m.

George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Accompanied by the 60-piece Johann
Strauss Orchestra. Tickets are $49-
$143, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. www.andrerieu.com.

Comedy Tonight! A Studio Rep
Production. 8 p.m. Alden Theater,
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. An evening
of PG-13 comedy. $12.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

“The How and the Why.” 2 p.m. and
8 p.m. 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tyson’s Corner. On the eve of a
prestigious conference, an up-and-
coming evolutionary biologist

wrestles for the truth with an
established leader in the field.
Tickets $25. www.1ststagetysons.org
or 703-854-1856.

Holiday Craft Boutique & Family
Funfest. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. George
Mason University Field House, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Craft
vendors, entertainment, play zone,
scavenger hunt, silent auction and
more. Proceeds benefit Belvoir
Officers’ Spouses’ Club programs and
scholarships. $4, $6 families, age 6
and under free.
Boscfundraiser@gmail.com or
www.belvoirosc.org.

ASNV Bird Walk. 8 a.m. Riverbend
Park, Jeffery Road, Great Falls.
Sponsored by the Audubon Society of
Northern Virginia. Check the for
early waterfowl and winter residents.
Meet at the boat ramp. Free.
info@audubonva.org.

Action Item, Burnham, Megan &
Liz and Hollywood Ending at
5:30 p.m.; Beer N Black and DJ
RBI at 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Northern Virginia Country
Western Dance Association.
Luther Jackson Middle School, 3020
Gallows Road, Falls Church. Line
dance lesson at 7:30 p.m., couples
dance lesson at 8 pm. Open dancing
8:30-11 p.m. Two step, waltz, line,
swing, cha cha and more. Couples
and singles welcome. Admission $5-
$12. Snacks and drinks available.
www.nvcwda.org or 703-860-4941.

National Acrobats of The People’s
Republic of China- Direct from
Beijing. 8 p.m. George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. $24-$48, youth through
grade 12 half price when
accompanied by adult. 1-888-945-
2468.

Flutopia. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. 703-993-
1380 or www.music.gmu.edu.

English Country Dance. 7:30 p.m.
St. Francis Episcopal Church Parish
Hall, 9220 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. All dances are called, as in
square dancing, to live music. Dances
are taught, new dancers welcome.
$10 admission.
TheLeesburgAssembly.org or 703-
757-8648.

11th Annual Enchanted Forest
Holiday Extravaganza. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. The Westin Tysons Corner, 7801
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Meet
chef Lorraine Wallace, have cupcakes
and cocoa with the Snow Fairy
Princess or breakfast and a photo
with Santa. Cooking demonstrations,
children’s crafts, gifts and
decorations for purchase, silent

auction and evening gala celebration.
Sponsored by the Junior League of
Northern Virginia. Admission $11.
703-442-4163 or www.jlnv.org.

SUNDAY/NOV. 20
Puppet State Theatre Company

from Scotland: The Man Who
Planted Trees. 3 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. $10-$15.
www.mcleancenter.org.

“The How and the Why.” 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tyson’s Corner. On the eve of a
prestigious conference, an up-and-
coming evolutionary biologist
wrestles for the truth with an
established leader in the field.
Tickets $25. www.1ststagetysons.org
or 703-854-1856.

The Capitol Steps. 7 p.m. Langley
High School Auditorium, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Proceeds
benefit the graduating class of 2012’s
All Night Grad Party. $30.
www.fcps.edu/LangleyHS/assets/
2011-2012/capitolSteps.pdf.

Bernardo Guitar Studio Concert
Recital at 1:30 p.m.; Kris
Delmhorst and Little Silver
(Steve Curtis of Hem) at 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Mill Run Dulcimer Band
Thanksgiving/Christmas
Concert and Holiday Party. 2-4
p.m. Colvin Run Mill, 10017 Colvin
Run Road, Great Falls. 703-759-
2771.

Iona CD Release: Silver. 5 p.m. and
7 p.m. The Snuggery of the Old
Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C Walker
Road, Great Falls. Pan-Celtic music.
$15. Reservations required at 703-
759-3309. www.IonaMusic.com.

Chew the Fat: Participatory Event.
1-4 p.m. The Claude Moore Colonial
Farm, 6310 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. What can you do with fat?
Help the farm family make soap,
candles and even dubbin. $3 adults;
$2 children and seniors.
Complimentary admission with Farm
membership. www.1771.org/
directions.htm.

11th Annual Enchanted Forest
Holiday Extravaganza. 10 a.m.-1
p.m. The Westin Tysons Corner,
7801 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Meet chef Lorraine Wallace, have
cupcakes and cocoa with the Snow
Fairy Princess or breakfast and a
photo with Santa. Cooking
demonstrations, children’s crafts,
gifts and decorations for purchase,
silent auction and evening gala
celebration. Sponsored by the Junior
League of Northern Virginia.
Admission $11. 703-442-4163 or
www.jlnv.org.

There will be an Artist’s Reception on Nov. 26 from 2-4
p.m. at the Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike in
Great Falls, for “Let it Flow,” an exhibit of abstract acrylic
paintings by Mary Ellen Mogee. The exhibit will be on
display through November. 703-785-5784 or
www.maryellenmogee.com.

Entertainment

At the end of the evening, the audience dubbed
senior Danielle Wertz “McLean Idol.”

First Runner-Up, freshman Alex Stone.

Danielle Wertz Wins
‘McLean Idol’ Competition

M
cLean High School
(MHS) students
competed in

McLean’s own Burke Theatre,
Oct. 27-29, in the first annual
“McLean Idol.” In a joint Drama
Club and Choral Department
production, Directors Amy Poe
and Linda Martin presented this
competition showcasing stu-
dent talent and providing a
means of funding club and de-
partmental activities.

Prior to the competition, the
department held auditions,
scouring the school for the most
distinguished vocal talent. After
careful deliberation, 24 students
were selected to perform, twelve
each on Thursday, Oct. 27 and
Friday, Oct. 28 with the top con-
testants from each night pro-
ceeding to the finals on Satur-
day, Oct. 29. Each student chose
a song to best demonstrate his
or her vocal capability and took
the stage to give their chosen

song a unique twist.
From Adele to Rick Astley

songs, the student perfor-
mances pleased both the audi-
ence and the guest judges,
Karen MacNamera, Zach Rob-
erts, Brent Stone and Lonnie
Bickel. After audience voting
over two nights, the final round
on Saturday featured twelve fi-
nalists: junior Kate Lyn Broom,
sophomore Sunny Dunn, junior
Wolfe Glick, junior Max
Johnson, junior Damian
Leverett, freshman Lily Lord,
junior Madelyn Paquette,
sophomore Nancy Pruett,
sophomore Cara Schaumberg,
freshman Alex Stone, senior
Nick Stone, senior Danielle
Wertz. At the end of the
evening, the audience dubbed
senior Danielle Wertz “McLean
Idol” with freshman Alex Stone
recognized as first runner up
and sophomore Nancy Pruett as
second runner up.

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Every year Connection
Newspapers dedicates one
issue entirely to the imagina-
tive works of our community
children and teenagers. We
publish artwork, essays,
creative writing, opinion
pieces, short stories and
photographs.

We are now asking that all
submissions be digital so they
can be sent through email or
on CD. Please provide the
submissions no later than
Thursday, Dec. 8. If you have
any questions, please call
Kemal Kurspahic at 703-778-
9414 or email
kemal@connectionnewspapers.com.

Some suggestions for
submissions:

❖ Drawings, paintings,
photographs or 2-D and 3-D
artwork that have been
digitally photographed.

❖ Short stories, poetry,
essays, class-wide prompt

writings.
❖ Opinion pieces about

family, friends, traffic, sports,
food, video games, toys,
trends, etc.

Images should be submitted
as .jpg ATTACHMENTS to an
email, not embedded in the
body of the email.

All submissions should
include the child’s first and
last name, school, grade and/
or age.

Email submissions for our
Vienna, McLean, Great Falls,
Reston and Herndon editions
to ChildrensNorth@
connectionnewspapers.com.
Subject should be school
name, town and teacher’s last
name (or for individuals or
home schoolers, the child’s
last name and town).

The issue will be published
the week of the Christmas
holiday. We will publish as
many submissions as possible.

Call for Annual Children’s
(& Teens’)
Connection Contributions

Community

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079

McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek

Catholic Church... 703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286

St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834

St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

St Michael S Episcopal Church

...703-241-2474

St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606

St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010

Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer

...703-356-3346

Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of the Nazarene

...703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210

  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824

  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches -Christian Science
McLean-First Church of Christ, Scientist

...703-356-1391

First Church of Christ,

Scientist, Arlington...

703-534-0020

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian

Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant

...703-524-4115

Clarendon Presbyterian Church

703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian Church

703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...

703-536-5600

Westminster Presbyterian ...

703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian
Universalist

Unitarian Universalist Church

of Arlington 703-892-2565

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Churches-United Methodist
Arlington United Methodist Church

...703-979-7527

Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312

Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336

Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621

Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100

Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085

Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Walker Chapel United Methodist

...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Non-Denominational
 New Life Christian Church - McLean Campus

...571-294-8306

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel ...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington

...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community

... 571-271-8387

Every year between Christmas and New Year’s, The McLean Connection
turns its pages over to the contributions of local students. We are seeking
artwork, photography, poetry, opinions, short stories and reflections. We
welcome contributions from public schools, private schools and students who
are home schooled.

E-mail to: ChildrensNorth@connectionnewspapers.com, or mail (.jpg and
text files on disc only) by Nov. 30, to 1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314. Please
be sure to include the student’s name, age, grade, school and town of
residence along with each submission. For information, call 703-778-9410.

Be a Part of CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’) CONNECTION
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

S
ome call it the new MBA. Others say it is
one of the keys to employability in a diffi-
cult economic environment. Meet the pro-
fessional science master’s degree, a relatively

new, two-year graduate degree that combines ad-
vanced training in science or math with business
skills often desired by employers.

Professional science master’s degrees are designed
to address what forecasters say is a future of eco-
nomic growth and job creation driven by advances
in science, bringing a new emphasis in science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics [STEM] edu-
cation at many levels.

“A master’s degree in a STEM field often offers a
clear pathway to professional employment and ca-
reer success É even in a difficult job market,” said
Debra Stewart, president of the Council of Graduate
Schools. The Council of Graduate Schools conducted
a study of graduates with professional science
master’s degrees and found that 82 percent were
employed. More than 55 percent of those were earn-
ing $50,000 or more.

Like many other professional master’s degree pro-
grams, PSMs are structured to meet the needs of
working adults.

“Most of our graduate students are part-time stu-
dents,” said Michelle Marks, associate provost of
Graduate Education for George Mason University,
and an Oakton resident. “There is a market of stu-
dents who are interested in graduate school É and
are working full time and don’t want take a break in
their careers to go to graduate school.”

The concept of designing graduate degrees around
needs of working professionals is not new. “The mo-
tivation for a lot of these programs is access,” said
Carol B. Lynch, senior project director, Professional
Master’s Programs Council of Graduate Schools.
“When you look at the ads that you see on the Metro
and in the newspapers, they are really targeting
people who are working and want to advance but
don’t have the luxury to take time off to go to a more
traditional program.”

According to the National Professional Science
Master’s Association (NPSMA), schools in the Wash-
ington, D.C., region offering PSM degrees are George
Washington University, University of the District of
Columbia, American University and University of

Where Science and Business Collide
New master’s degree
programs address employer
demand for more science
and math knowledge.

Students study at George Mason University’s Arlington Campus. Many professional
master’s degree programs are structured to meet the needs of working adults.

See Rethinking Science,  Page 15

Graduate Open Houses
Learn more about professional studies programs at one

of the following information sessions. Reservations
are required.

George Mason University Graduate Admissions
session and tour, Sunday, Nov, 20, Presentation
at noon (Johnson Center Bistro, lower level);
followed by tour at 1 p.m.; http://
admissions.gmu.edu, click on Graduate and Schedule
a Visit.

Wednesday, Dec. 14, Tour at 6 p.m.; followed by
presentation at 7 p.m. (Johnson Center Cinema,
lower level).

Thursday, Jan. 5, 2012 Presentation at 1 p.m. (Johnson
Center Cinema, lower level); followed by tour at 2
p.m.

George Washington University Arlington
Campus

Saturday, Nov. 19, 2-4 p.m. Arlington Education Center,
950 North Glebe Road, 6th Floor, Arlington.

George Washington University Virginia Science
and Technology Campus

Engineering Management, Accelerated M.S.  Tuesday,
Nov. 21 or Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m. Exploration Hall, 20101
Academic Way, Ashburn, Call 703-726-8253 .

Electrical Engineering, M.S.E.E.(Thursday, Nov. 17,
6:30 p.m. Exploration Hall, 20101 Academic Way,
Ashburn, Call 703-726-8253.
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spirituality.com, ChristianScience.com
christianscienceDC.org

To learn more about Christian Science visit:

   COME VISIT THE

Christian Science Reading Room
6825 Tennyson Drive

McLean, VA  22101
Mon-Sat 10am-2pm _ 703-356-1391

All are warmly welcomed

Christian Science Healing:
Transforming Lives

Call for
Reservations

703-556-0788

THE GREEK TAVERNA
Lamb & Seafood  • Specials Daily

Now Accepting
Reservations

for your Holiday Parties
Ample Indoor Parking

THIS IS “FEISTY”
Feisty is an
exceptionally
gentle, mellow cat
that has the cutest
squeaky meow
you ever heard! He
gets along great
with other cats and
would make an

excellent lap warmer! He is the ultimate love
bug. Come meet this gentle giant today!

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org
4057 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387
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Maryland University College. Georgetown
University and Virginia Tech formed a part-
nership and created a PSM program in Bio-
medical Technology Development and Man-
agement.

“[George Mason] is currently developing
programs that will likely be PSMs that com-
bine science courses with management
[and] workplace skills,” said Marks.

PSM programs, which often include in-
ternships and training in workplace skills,
are generally developed in coordination
with employers, including nonprofit orga-
nizations, businesses and government agen-
cies. Both George Mason University and
George Washington University offer profes-
sional studies classes at their Arlington cam-
puses.

“We do a lot of market research, and we
also have advisory boards and professional
groups that we talk to about what is actu-
ally needed [in the workplace],” said
Kathleen Burke, Ph.D., dean of the College
of Professional Studies at George Washing-
ton University. “Then we can create pro-
grams based on what we know are specific
needs.”

Unlike traditional graduate science pro-
grams, PSM programs are generally termi-
nal; they do not lead to a Ph.D.

“[Part-time] programs are really geared
towards people achieving a breadth of
business knowledge and then moving into
the workforce,” said Marks, “as opposed
to a more traditional master’s program
where people may very well move onto a
Ph.D.”

Are professional degrees like the PSM less
rigorous than their traditional counterparts?
Just because the courses are offered nights
and weekends doesn’t mean that the pro-
gram is less strenuous, university officials
said.

“Our programs are very high quality. They
are selective,” said Burke. “They have ad-
missions requirements and standards that
are very comparable to other graduate pro-
grams. É We don’t admit very many students
into our programs.”

While the overall enrollment of new stu-
dents at U.S. graduate schools fell 1.1 per-
cent in 2010, according to the annual CGS
Survey of Graduate Enrollment and De-
grees, the number of students entering sci-
ence and engineering programs grew as
much as 8.6 percent.

Marks adds, “I don’t think there is a rigor
difference, certainly not at George Mason,
between [traditional] programs [and those]
that are offered on the weekends or eve-
nings or in a format that appeals to students
who have full-time jobs.”

Rethinking Science
From Page 14
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Sports
McLean Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

L
angley High girls’ volleyball coach Susan
Shifflett was disappointed her Saxons did
not play to the high level she has come to
see from them when they squared off

against Northern Region power Stone Bridge for the
Liberty District tournament championship match
earlier this month on Nov. 3.

Langley, a team which continu-
ally improved throughout the fall
season, had defeated Jefferson, 3-
1, and McLean, 3-0, to reach the
finals against the Bulldogs. But in
that title match, Stone Bridge,
playing on its home floor, came
away with a 3-0 win.

“We showed our improvement
against McLean, but just didn’t
have enough for Stone Bridge,”
said Shifflett.

Langley’s lone district loss of
the regular season had also come to Stone Bridge, 0-
3, in the regular season final on Oct. 27 in Ashburn.
So over the course of the regular season, the Saxons
had gone 15-6 overall and 6-1 in district play to earn
the No. 2-seed for the district tournament.

Langley expected to and did ultimately meet up
with the top seed Stone Bridge team in the district
finals. And while there was natural disappointment
at having fallen to the Bulldogs there, the Saxons
were still confident and poised to make a strong
showing at the following week’s Northern Region

Tournament.
Langley did just that, defeating both Edison and

West Springfield by 3-0 scores to advance to the re-
gion semifinals of the 16-team tournament. But the
Saxons then saw their season end with a round of
fours loss to W.T. Woodson, 2-3, on Nov. 10 at
Centreville High School. The Cavaliers, members of
the Patriot District, trailed the match at certain points
but ultimately prevailed in comeback fashion.

The loss for Langley was naturally disheartening
because it not only prevented the Saxons from mov-
ing on to the region championship match but it also
kept them out of the following week’s Virginia State
AAA playoffs. Only the two region finalists —
Woodson and Stone Bridge — qualified for states.

Going into regionals, Shifflett knew anything was
possible for her talented, hard-
working team.

“There is a lot of parity in the
region,” she said. “We could go
out early, or make it to the finals
— which would probably mean
another date with Stone Bridge.
I’m optimistic, but we have to play
like we played versus McLean [at
the district semifinals] and not
like we did with Stone Bridge.”

In fact, Langley played well at
regionals, reaching the final four
and nearly going further only to

fall victim to a solid Woodson squad. Nevertheless,
it was quite a good season for the Saxons, who fin-
ished with a 19-8 record.

This year’s Langley squad consisted of: senior
Maddie Kotority, senior Christy Meyer, senior Kendall
Shafran, senior Julia Weeks, junior Catherine Baek,
junior Hoai Nam Bui, junior Jenna Dean, junior
Maureen Marsh, junior Madeline Osburn, sophomore
Alex Andrejev, sophomore Lexy Donaldson, freshman
Rachel Andrejev, junior Erin Long, and junior Kaelin
Testa.

McLean High School’s first-
ever Athletic Hall of Fame class
was announced during halftime
ceremonies of the McLean ver-
sus Langley football game on
Nov. 4.

McLean High, which opened
in 1955, has never had a Hall
of Fame for athletes, coaches,
administrators, and contribu-
tors.

Fourteen individuals and one
team were inducted:

four-sport athlete who played foot-
ball at UVA; football standout; soccer
goal-keeping standout; two-year bas-
ketball starter; shares high jump
record at McLean; succumbed to
cancer in 1987 during college foot-
ball career; UVA award named after
him to the Cavalier athlete who best
overcomes adversity.

❖ Ted Pease — winningest coach
in McLean High history; 27-year soc-
cer career, 26 winning seasons; also,
top-notch wrestling coach; high
school state champion wrestler and
a member of the Fairfax High School
Hall of Fame; All-American wrestler
at East Stroudsburg University.

❖ Mary Lou Carroll — longtime
championship field hockey coach
from 1955-1985; also won district
titles as girls’ basketball coach; long-
time softball coach; a member of the
James Madison University Hall of
Fame as an athlete.

❖ Ed Ryan — 1971 graduate; two-
time state wrestling champion;
wrestled at Indiana State; helped
start youth wrestling in McLean; still
coaching today at both McLean High
and with the local youth program.

❖ Eric Dorsey — 1982 graduate;
most dominant McLean football de-
fensive player in history; four-year
starter at Notre Dame; first-round
pick of the New York Giants in 1986;
part of two winning Super Bowl
teams with the Giants; holds McLean
High track and field records in shot
put and discus.

❖ Marcia McDermott — 1983
graduate; soccer, field hockey, and
basketball standout at McLean; won
three NCAA soccer titles at Univer-
sity of North Carolina, where she was
an All-American; longtime head col-
lege coach at several programs
including Maryland, Illinois and Ar-
kansas; General Manager and
Executive with Chicago franchise of
the WUSA; assistant coach on 2011
World Cup soccer team.

❖ Seth Greisinger — 1993 gradu-
ate; second winningest pitcher in
McLean baseball history; All-Ameri-
can at UVA; first-round draft pick of
the Detroit Tigers in 1996; pitched in
Major Leagues with Detroit, Atlanta,
and Minnesota; current standout
pitcher in Tokyo.

❖ Nate Friends — 1991 graduate;
basketball and soccer standout; All-
Met soccer player for the
Highlanders; played at UVA, where
he won four NCAA titles; featured in
Sports Illustrated; member of U.S.
Junior National Soccer Team.

The Langley and McLean High football teams, shown
here in their regular season finale against one an-
other two weeks ago, both lost their Div. 5 Northern
Region quarterfinals playoff games last week. Lan-
gley, against top-seeded Stone Bridge, lost 35-0 in
Ashburn. The Saxons finished with an overall record
of 5-6 this season. McLean, meanwhile, lost its game
at Yorkown, 20-6, to finish with a 6-5 record.

Sports Briefs
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Saxons’ Volleyball Just
Misses State Playoff Berth
Langley makes strong
region playoff run before
losing to Cavaliers.

Jenna Dean (9), a junior setter for the
Langley Saxons, prepares to set the ball
during her team’s region semifinals match
versus W.T. Woodson on Nov. 10 at
Centreville. No. 12, to the right for Langley
is sophomore Alex Andrejev.

Langley’s Maureen Marsh (15), a junior
middle hitter, prepares to hit a winner
versus the Cavaliers.
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“We showed our
improvement against
McLean, but just
didn’t have enough
for Stone Bridge.”

—Langley coach
Susan Shifflett

❖ Roger Cole — assistant football,
baseball, basketball coach 1955-
1959; head football coach,
1969-1972; athletic director 1972-
1986; won two district football titles
at McLean in the 1960s.

❖ Cricket Call — coach and ad-
ministrator, 1967-1989; helped start
several girls’ sports programs; long-
time overseer of girls sports at
McLean.

❖ Marsha Ehrsam — 1979 gradu-
ate and head field hockey coach,
1986-1997; first-ever coach at
McLean to win a state championship.

❖ Jason Johnson — 1993 gradu-
ate; two-time state wrestling
champion; led McLean to first-ever
playoff football win in 1993;
standout baseball player who helped
McLean to 1993 district title.

❖ Ellen Fox — 1983 graduate;
only female to win state title at
McLean in track and field event in
the high jump; also high jump win-
ner at Penn Relays; competed at
UVA; still holds McLean record for
high jump and 100-meters dash.

❖ Warren Harvey — community
contributor who was official basket-
ball scorekeeper for 30 years; ran
football chain gang for all three
teams for 30 years; overall, worked
more than 1,000 games lifetime —
all as a volunteer; also helped con-
struct first permanent snack bar in
football stadium.

❖ 1986 State AAA Championship
Field Hockey Team — first state
champion in school history; the only
other McLean High teams to win
state titles were the 2010 girls’ soft-
ball team and the 2011 girls’ soccer
team.

❖ Craig Fielder — 1984 graduate;
Ironman Award named for him at
McLean for athletes who earn nine
varsity letters; one of the best ath-
letes in history of McLean; dominant
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sHome & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

Housecleaning
Great Refs,

Reasonable rates,
Reliable

703-714-9376
703-577-8224

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Member Nari/NVBIA/HBAV
Lead Safe &

Certified Green Builder

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements

Pre-holiday Sale
$500.00 off Remodeling

Design, Ends 2011.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Construction Fuel Truck 

Driver

Tanker, HAZMAT and TWIC  required. 
100-year-old stable company. Demanding 
physical labor. 3yers experience preferred. 

Djones@tayloroilco.com or 
Bschwinn@tayloroilco.com

We believe in OUR MISSION:
“To Promote Goodwill through

Product and Service, Principle and People.”
We live OUR PROMISE:

“To Serve the BEST Pizza & Make Your
Day a Little Better.”

Now hiring experienced Hourly &
Salaried managers for our soon to
open Vienna location. Please email

your resume and references to
DonatosNOVA@gmail.com

FUN PLACE TO WORK!
Donatos Pizza is coming to

Northern Virginia! After being in business
for over 40 years with 200+ successful

locations we’reready for expansion!
https://www.donatos.com/nova/

Love Pizza??? So do we... and we’re
the best at making and serving the BEST

Pizza, Oven Baked Subs, Wings, and
Salads in a casual, fun environment.

Field Data Collector 
F/T opportunity in Arlington perform-
ing fieldwork & computer reporting for 
a national industry leader. No exp. Paid 
training.  Performance based pay, $15-
$17/hr. Apply at www.mueller-inc.com. 

Task # 15559

Immediate Opening!

Auto Dent Tech
Dent Wizard, the world leader in 
paintless dent removal is seeking an 
experienced auto dent tech to work 
in dealerships/bodyshops through-
out the  Springfield/Arlington area. 
Candidate must have 2-3 years of 
PDR experience. Must pass back-
ground/drug test and have valid DL. 
Great pay, benefits, medical, dental, 
co car, 401k, vacation & more. 
PLease call Ryan at 609-954-0628 
to schedule interview or apply online 
at www.dentwizard.com

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Now Hiring! 

•Preschool Co-Teachers;
College degree 

required 
•Middle School Teachers; College degree 

required
•Latin Teacher – Part Time
•Chinese Teacher – Part Time 

•Join our Playground Team!
Looking for several people to assist teach-
ers in monitoring children at recess on the 
playground.  Fun and friendly environ-
ment – Flexible Hours.  $12/hr. 

Send resumes to resume@nysmith.com  
Fax 703-713-3336

Seeking Tax Preparers 
in Arlington, VA

Workplace Options (WPO), America’s 
largest work-life services provider, is 
looking to hire seasonal tax preparers to 
provide telephonic tax preparation as-
sistance to military members and their 
families.   Applicants must have knowl-
edge of the basic federal tax forms 
(Form 1040, Form 1040A and Form 
1040EZ).  IRS license preferred; howev-
er, training may be provided to qualified 
employees to obtain licensure. Bache-
lor’s degree required.  Call center experi-
ence a plus. U.S. citizenship required. 
Veterans and military spouses encour-
aged to apply. 

Interested applicants should 
submit cover letter and resume to:

 CareersVA@workplaceoptions.com

Send resume to: cqureshi@tysonfloors.net
or fax to (703) 661-4351

Upscale Arlington flooring company seeks an
entry level, PT or FT Showroom Floor Sales person
with a flair for design and a good sense of color.
We offer competitive salary, commission & benefits.

SHOW ROOM / SALES PERSON

Love to Decorate?
Decorating Den Interiors was chosen Best
of the Best by Entrepreneur Magazine. Home
based, flexible schedule, low overhead,
wholesale accounts. Call for more information on
how you can turn your passion into a business.

703-239-8112
www.Decoratingden.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

                                                                                          -- $1,000s --
Category 2011 2012
Personal Services & Employee Benefits $44,812 $46,934
Power and Utilities 10,813 11,802
Chemicals 5,958 7,463
Fuel 822 862
Postage 407 416
Insurance 1,211 1,175
Supplies and Materials 3,891 4,044
Contractual Services 8,569 8,480
Professional Services 1,112 1,151
Other 2,130 2,224

Sub-Total 79,725 84,551
Transfer to Improvement Fund (9,391) (9,559)

Total 70,334 74,992

Net revenues are expected to be appropriated as follows:

Debt Payment $40,798,000
Improvement Fund $11,000,000
General Fund $13,629,000

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED 2012 BUDGET

  Fairfax Water’s Board will continue to monitor economic factors and review
revenues and expenditures at mid-year to determine if additional action is needed.

Fairfax County Water Authority (Fairfax Water) is proposing a $141.3 million
budget for calendar year 2012 .
On Thursday, December 15, 2011, Fairfax Water will conduct a public hearing
on its proposed 2012 Budget in its offices at 8570 Executive Park Avenue,
Fairfax. The public hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m.  A copy of the proposed
budget can be viewed on our Web site at http://www.fairfaxwater.org/. Those
wishing to speak at this hearing or desiring a copy of the proposed budget
should call Ms. Eva Catlin at 703-289-6017.
Revenues are expected to be $141.3 million in 2012.  Water sales are
expected to provide $121.9 million. Approximately $19.4 million is expected
from connection charges, investment income and other sources.

1

1

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE

Notification  is  hereby  given  that  HSBC  Bank USA, National 
Association, 1800 Tysons Boulevard, Suite 50, McLean, VA 
22102,  will  file  an  application  with   the  Comptroller   of  the
Currency on Thursday, October 27, 2011 as specified in 12 
CFR 5 for permission to establish a limited service branch at 
1600 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 807, Arlington, VA 22209.  Any 
person   wishing  to   comment  on  this  application   may    file 
comments in writing with the Director for District Licensing at 
340 Madison Avenue, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10017-2613 or 
NE.Licensing@occ.treas.gov within 30 days of the date of this 
publication.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

4 RE for Sale

QUECHEE VERMONT
GOLF AND SKI HEAVEN 

Fully furnished townhouse, 
beautiful mountain view, 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths 

sleeps 8.  $150,000

Call:  571-233-3119

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

34 Pets

YORKIE Purebred Female
5mos, Shots, Darling!

$800, Call 949-433-7481

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

MASONRY MASONRY

Plumbing & Drain

Call Dean • 703-638-9417

New Work • Repair
Remodel • Drain Cleaning
No Extra Charge for Weekends

Free
Estimates

$20
OFF

With this ad!

PLUMBING PLUMBING

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/NOV. 17
Design-Build Institute of America Mid-

Atlantic Region Annual Dinner and
Business Meeting. 5-9 p.m. Maggiano’s Little
Italy, Tysons Corner Galleria, 2001 International
Drive, McLean. Annual business meeting,
installation of officers and networking. $75-
$115. dbia-mar@cox.net or 703-851-6393.

FRIDAY/NOV. 18
VTRCC Brown Bag University. 11:45 a.m.

Fairfax County Economic Development
Authority, 8300 Boone Blvd., Suite 450, Vienna.
With Elisabeth Schuler Russell, the Founder of
Patient Navigator LLC, a full-service patient
advocacy firm based in Vienna. Register at
www.vtrcc.org.

McLean Art Society Meeting. 10 a.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Watercolorist Peter Ulrich will
demonstrate the use of acrylics. 703-790-0123.

SATURDAY/NOV. 19
Experience the joy of Yoga and learn about the

ancient practice of Meditation at the Patrick
Henry Library from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. The
presenters have more than 30 years of practical
experience in yoga and meditation. Free.

Open Season Workshop for Federal
Employees and Retirees. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Fairfax County Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax. Help
navigating the changes in the 2012 Federal
Employees Health Benefits plans, dental and
vision insurance programs and flexible spending
accounts. Representatives of various FEHB
health plans and Medicare will be available.
Sponsored by Congressman Gerry Connolly.
Open Season is Nov. 14-Dec. 12. 703-256-3071
or www.opm.gov/insure/openseason/

The Smart Split: Legal Aspects of
Separation and Divorce. 10 a.m. McLean
Government Center, 1437 Balls Hill Road,
McLean. The rights and responsibilities involved
in separation and divorce, how the legal process
works and how to work with a lawyer. Support
group available. $55, $45 members. 703-281-
4928, ext. 276.

TUESDAY/NOV. 22
November Volunteers for Change

Orientation. 6 p.m. Volunteer Fairfax Office,
10530 Page Ave., Fairfax. Choose from more
than 50 community service projects, including
planting trees, bagging food for homeless
families, tutoring adult ESL students, playing
bingo with the disabled, special community-
wide events throughout the year and more.
Reservations required at 703-246-3895 or
jkivlin@vlunteerfairfax.org.

TUESDAY/NOV. 29
Vienna Tysons Regional Chamber of

Commerce Holiday Mixer. 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Hilton McLean Tysons Corner, 7920 Jones
Branch Drive, Tysons Corner. Take a break for a
festive holiday mixer evening. $15-$20. Register
at www.vtrcc.org.

Resources to Help Sick and Elderly Family
Members. 7 p.m. The Women’s Center, 127
Park St., N.E., Vienna. Tools to make the best
health care decisions. When hospice and
palliative care is necessary, advanced directives,
living wills and more. $25-$35.
www.thewomenscenter.org.

Be Clutter Free. 7 p.m. The Women’s Center, 127
Park St., N.E., Vienna. A licensed, insured
professional organizer with suggestions for
downsizing and organizing. $25-$35.
www.thewomenscenter.org.

Wednesday/Nov. 30
Youth Sport Injuries and Concussions:

What You Need to Know. 7 p.m. Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St., S.E., Vienna.
Dr. Matthew Levine of INOVA Health Systems
will discuss initial on-field evaluation, post
injury management and return to play
implications, as well as complications resulting
from multiple concussions. Free. Register at
703-255-6360 or www.viennava.gov/
index.aspx?nid=82.

Bulletin Board

Not that I’m stressing about having cancer
– too much (really?), but I wish there were an
off switch. A figurative button to press that
would stop the flow of cancer-induced,
cancer-related cancer consumables: informa-
tion, concern, anxiety, focus, orientation,
predisposition, etc. And if I were to attempt
to delude myself into saying that I don’t think
about having cancer all the time – con-
sciously, then I suppose I would admit to it
being top of mind (bottom of mind, too) sub-
consciously, whether I like it or not – and of
course this column is about not liking it.

But as Popeye the Sailor Man so often
said: “I yam what I yam.” And what I am is a
cancer survivor, still surviving 32 months
post-diagnosis, after being given a “13-month
to two-year” prognosis back in late Feb.,
2009. And as much as I want to look forward
– and presumably it is much healthier, anec-
dotally speaking to do so, it is difficult – for
me, to not consider the past as some sort of
prologue, with a premature end hopefully
not in sight, and one whose epilogue has yet
to be determined. This preordained time
line, indeterminate though it may actually be,
wears on me. Not that I want to know what
the future holds, but something inside me
almost needs to know. Unfortunately, if I
were to be realistic though, given my diagno-
sis, the future is not exactly my oyster.
Certainly it’s there for the taking, it’s simply
impossible to know if I’ll be alive for the
receiving.

Considering that I’m a planner and that I
live today for tomorrow instead of living
today like there’s no tomorrow (ironic given
my diagnosis/prognosis), I’m always thinking
about what’s next and what I have to do to
get from point “A” to point “B.” Being diag-
nosed and “prognosed” as I have, my
thought processes have been turned upside-
down and inside-out. I still know my left
from my right, but so many other presump-
tions about life/the future are no longer what
I thought they were or anticipated they
would be. If I had to hazard a guess/offer an
explanation about the topsy-turvy world in
which I now try to exist – normally, I would
rationalize it and say: a terminal diagnosis
will do that to you.

But I don’t want it to do it to me. Yet it
does. It’s almost as if I’ve been rewired. All
the connections, all the pathways, all the
familiar/functioning routes that I under-
stood/took to get through the past, present
and future are all jumbled up and not nearly
as clear as one would have lived 57 years
expecting them to be. All bets are off, as they
say. From now on, my life is one big gamble,
a risk few players would likely take.

But if I don’t take any risks, I may very
well succumb to that what ails me. Living like
I don’t have a future is probably the surest
way to not have one. For me to do so, how-
ever requires a complete reversal of who I
am, how I think. The problem is, I like who I
am, who I’ve become. Nevertheless, continu-
ing to be this person, living and thinking as I
do, might be counter-productive (counter-
intuitive for sure) to fending off my cancer.

Whatever I decide to do, however I’m
able to change, being unhappy and negative
about the choices that I make is also counter-
productive. I don’t exactly want to die young
and leave a good-looking corpse (as James
Dean is alleged to have said – or a derivation
thereof), but nor do I want to be miserable
for the rest of my life. I need to find a com-
promise somewhere/somehow, some way to
live for today – and tomorrow.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

A Predicament

Great Falls
11127 Bowen Ave...................$1,369,000...Sun 1-4.......................Keith Harris ....Samson Props .. 703-395-6601

Fairfax
5435 Crows Nest Ct...................$339,999...Sun 1-4 ..........Georgia McLaughlin.....Long & Foster .. 703-628-4663

Fairfax Station
9524 Oak Stream Ct .................. $575,000...Sun 1-4.......................Dan Mleziva..............RE/MAX .. 703-380-9915

Herndon
12007 Meadowville Ct ............... $754,900...Sun 1-4.................Irene Schiffman ............Weichert .. 703-593-7848

Leesburg
43672 Augusta National Terrace..$575,000..Sun 1-4 ..Cathy/John McCambridge...Samson Props .. 703-906-7067

McLean
1519 Pathfinder Ln.................$1,249,900...Sun 1-4..................Monica Gibson...Keller Williams .. 703-944-3434

Reston
11930 Sentinel Point Ct.............$410,000..Sun. 1-4....................Sheila Cooper .............Weichert .. 703-759-6300

Sterling
20414 Cliftons Point St..............$699,000...Sun 1-4.......................Gina Tufano....Keller Williams .. 703-574-3478
47433 Middle Bluff Pl................$724,900...Sun 1-4.......................Gina Tufano....Keller Williams .. 703-574-3478

Vienna
801 Cottage St, SW................$1,194,000...Sun 1-4 ................Patrick Ohlhorst..Solutions Realty .. 703-853-9300
825 Ninovan Rd.........................$439,000...Sun 1-4..................Jamil Mourtaza ............Weichert .. 703-475-3819
1709 Landon Hill Rd...............$1,120,000....Sat 1-4....................Carmen Perry.....Long & Foster .. 703-938-4200
2046 George Washington Rd.....$998,000...Sun 1-4 ....Amal Lafhal/Alan Rezaie.....Long & Foster .. 703-556-8600

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 19 & 20

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

801 Cottage St., SW, Vienna • $1,194,000 • Open Sunday
1–4 • Patrick Ohlhorst, Solutions Realty, 703-853-9300

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Trisha at 703-778-9419, or
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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