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the special guests at
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Springfield 2012
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# 1 in The Washington Metro Area!
703-451-9400 http://www.longandfoster.com

http://www.openhouse.longandfoster.com

Long & Foster Real Estate

703-452-3905

REAL ESTATE CLASSES

CALL FOR SCHEDULE

CALL TODAY FOR
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

FAIRFAX $785,000
4 Bedrooms,
4.5 Baths,

1⁄2 acre treed lot

WOODBRIDGE $440,000
Bright & Spacious
4 Bedrooms, 3.5
Bath Home with
open Floor Plan

SPRING-
FIELD

$375,000
Charming
3-Level, 3
Bedroom,
3.5 Bath

Colonial back-
ing to trees.

ANNANDALE $500,000
Beautiful 4 Bedroom,

2.5 Bath, 2-car
garage home awaits

its new owners!

FAIRFAX STATION $585,000
Gorgeous 4

Bedroom Colonial-
Style home in

Ardmore Woods

SPRINGFIELD $545,000
Updated 4 BR
Home is Ready
to Move Into!

FAIRFAX STATION $750,000
The interior of this

Impressive Upgraded
Rambler is a must-see!

On 5 acres with
in-ground pool.

WOODBRIDGE $235,000
3 Bedroom, 2 full &
2 half bath TH in

Westridge! Close to
schools, shopping

& more!

SPRINGFIELD $399,950
Lovely, well-main-
tained 3 BR, 2 BA

Brick home. Close to
Springfield Metro!

ALEX/MT. VERNON $699,000
Beautiful  & Well-
designed Custom
Rambler in Prime

Mt.Vernon Location!

SPRINGFIELD $365,000
Wonderful 3 Bedroom,

2.5 Bath home with
numerous updates!

Don’t miss it!

ALEXANDRIA $470,000
Spacious 3-level brick

single family home with
huge backyard, au pair

suite with separate
entrance & more!

ALEXANDRIA $484,950
Gorgeous 3 Bedroom, 3.5
Bath End unit Townhome
in Autumn Chase Hunt.

Convenient location,
close to shopping,

transportation & schools.

ALEXANDRIA $739,950
Stunning 4 BR, 4.5 BA,

Stone-front, 2-car garage
home features  gleaming

hdwds, SS appliances,
granite counters & more!

SPRINGFIELD $779,950
Sunlit Brick-front
beauty with 3-level
bump-out, huge lot,

2-car garage & more!

FAIRFAX STATION $775,000
Fabulous Renovated

4 Bedroom, 4 full
& 2 half Bath

Contemporary Home!
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News

Average daily
number of

calls to
Fairfax

County’s
Coordinated

Services
Planning

(CSP) has
steadily

increased
from an

average of
297 calls per

day in FY
2007 to 441
per day this

year.

Linda McCosky of Springfield fills bags
with groceries at ECHO, a charitable
organization that provides assistance to
those individuals and families in the Burke
and Springfield communities experiencing
temporary difficulties. She has volun-
teered with the organization for more
than a year. “I do it because it makes me
feel good,” says McCosky.
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Time to Give
Demand for food, other
services increases in
Fairfax County.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

O
n a recent Tuesday night at ECHO’s dis-
tribution center in West Springfield, the
parking lot is jammed, and social work-
ers are busy helping needy families

stock up on holiday food, clothing and other neces-
sities.

“Here’s an apple pie, mommy. Can we have it?”
asks 9-year-old Marjorie, a fourth-grader at Lynbrook
Elementary School.

Her mother, Dayance, nods, as she balances
Marjorie’s baby sister on her hip and sorts through
clothing.

“This is a fairly typical Tuesday evening,” said Meg
Brantley, ECHO’s Executive Director. “We are lucky
because we have such a generous community. We
just got a bumper crop of food from the annual Boy
Scout Food Drive, more than 25,000 pounds and the
Franconia Police Department donated 3,000 pounds
of food, but the need is always there.”

Founded in 1969 by nine local churches, ECHO
(Ecumenical Communities Helping Others), is an all-
volunteer non-profit serving families in the Burke,
Springfield and Lorton area. In a store-like setting,
ECHO distributes donated emergency food, clothing,
and household items, provides transportation and
offers a variety of family-counseling and financial-
assistance services.

Like many agencies and non-profits in Fairfax
County, ECHO has seen a dramatic increase in cli-
ents and requests for assistance since the recession
hit in 2008.

In 2010, ECHO assisted more than 1,472 house-
holds, an increase of nearly 30 percent over FY07.

According to Brantley, the organization also con-
tinued its upward trend in food distribution with a
record 180,000 pounds of food going out the door
to 1,000 households this fiscal year, and a record
number requests for financial and housing assistance,

such as help paying utility bills.
“We’re seeing more of a financial need, people call-

ing for rent and utilities. The foreclosure crisis has
trickled down, because it’s usually not the owner of
the home who needs emergency help, it’s the family
he’s been renting to,” said Brantley.

Brantley said the community has come through
with donations, and they raised nearly $30,000 at
their bi-annual yard sale, but ECHO’s food pantry
contains 35 percent less than it did last year.

“We’re still giving out about 160 pounds of food
per family, but this year it may be a chicken instead
of a turkey we’re giving for Thanksgiving,” Brantley
said.

THE STORIES are similar at agencies all across the
county.

Social workers say the fallout of the 2008 reces-
sion continues to reverberate. People who lost their

Fairfax County’s new “12 Ways of Giving” calendar.
Visitors to the website can click on one of the gift-
wrapped packages, and discover a new way of giving
back to the community.

A New Way to Give
Fairfax County launches “12
Ways of Giving” digital calendar.

I
f you’re tired of buying the latest technical gadget for the
holidays, Fairfax County has a new way for you to give gifts
and give back to the community.

The Fairfax County Office of Public Private Partnerships (OP3),
Celebrate Fairfax, and Volunteer Fairfax recently developed Fairfax
Community Connections, a collaborative initiative to promote and
recognize ways to give, gather and get involved in Fairfax County.
Called Fairfax Community Connections, this is a new web portal
designed to share and find opportunities to donate, volunteer
and make a difference through activities that are already hap-
pening in the community.

“This is a new communications channel using social media and
online tools to link the many organizations that are doing good
things in our community with those looking for ways to make a
difference,” said Patricia Stevens, director of OP3.

“We’re really excited about our 12 Days of Giving calendar,”
Stevens said. “It’s a way to give back to the community, and give
a meaningful gift for someone on your list.”

For example, if you go to fairfaxcountypartnerships.org/enews/
enews1211.html, you can click on one of the 12 gift-wrapped
items, and learn more about that particular gift. If you click on
the image of trees, you can find out how to “give” five native
trees that will be planted in Fairfax County in honor of your fam-
ily member, friend or client.

For additional creative and philanthropic gift-giving ideas,
Stevens suggests checking out the following sites:

❖ www.FairfaxCommunityConnections.net
❖ www.fairfaxcountypartnerships.org
❖ Catalogue for Philanthropy, www.catalogueforphilanthropy-

dc.org/cfpdc/nonprofits.php which includes more than 100
Fairfax County organizations.

The United Way Of the National Capital Area Fairfax Falls church
Community Impact Fund at https://donate.unitedwaynca.org/
page/contribute/donate-impact-funds, which goes to organiza-
tions in Fairfax County.

— Victoria Ross
See Aid Agencies,  Page 10
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News

O
n Sunday, Nov. 20, hundreds of people
took to the street in Fairfax Station to
raise money and awareness for hun-
ger relief. The 19th annual CROP Hun-

ger walk started at Living Savior Lutheran Church in
Fairfax Station and ended at Fairfax Presbyterian
Church. Several hundred participants raised money as
part of the six kilometer walk to help fund efforts to
battle hunger internationally and in the region. Janet

Smith, a member of Burke Presbyterian Church who
has coordinated the walk for 15 year says, “Over one
billion people in the world are hungry – those facts
have faces, they’re real people. No parent should have
to say to a child I have no food for you tonight.” Twenty-
two local churches, synagogues and community orga-
nizations participated in the walk, drawing participants
from Burke, Springfield, Fairfax Station, Fairfax, and
Clifton. Walk organizers hope to raise $30,000 this year,
$9,000 more than last year’s Walk. Twenty-five per-
cent of proceeds from the walk will be donated to local
organizations such as ECHO (Ecumenical Community
Helping Others) and WFCM (Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries) both of which operate food pantries.

Aaron Giddings, dad Scott Giddings, Andrew Giddings,
Asher Giddings (far left), of Springfield, and members of
their congregation at Burke Presbyterian Church cheer in
anticipation of the start of the 19th Annual Burke CROP
Walk, an event aimed at raising money for and awareness
of global hunger.

The 19th Annual Burke CROP
walk starts its six-kilometer

journey at Living Savior
Lutheran Church in Fairfax

Station on Nov. 20, then
travels north on Route 123

ultimately ending at Fairfax
Presbyterian Church. The
walk is six kilometers be-
cause that is the average

distance a woman or young
girl in Africa or Asia walks
every day to collect water.

The event aims to raise
awareness of global and local

hunger and to raise funds
towards their eradication.

Walking Against Hunger
Hundreds participate in 19th

Annual Burke CROP Walk.
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Suspect caught by surveillance camera.

News

Bank Robbed in Fairfax
Station Area

 Police are investigating the robbery of a BB&T
Bank around 3 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 21. A man en-
tered the bank at 8920 Village Shops Drive, handed
the teller a note, and implied a weapon. The teller
handed over cash and the suspect fled.

The suspect is described as white with a stocky
build. He was in his 20’s, around 6 feet tall, had sandy
blonde hair, and was unshaven. He wore an olive
green jacket, a brownish green t-shirt, and dark pants.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime
Solvers by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187” plus
your message to CRIMES/274637 or call Fairfax
County Police at 703-691-2131.

Student Grabbed
Near School

Franconia Police are investigating a report of a 19-
year-old woman who was reportedly grabbed while
walking toward Lee High School on Nov. 16 around
8 a.m. The student was walking along the sidewalk
of Cimarron Street near Apache Street when a man
approached and grabbed her from behind. The
woman was startled, yelled, and the suspect fled.
The suspect is described as an adult Hispanic or light-
skinned black male; around 5-feet-5-inches tall and

thin. He wore a black jacket and dark blue jeans.
Police responded, canvassed the area and have

increased security presence in the area.
Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime

Solvers by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187” plus
your message to CRIMES/274637 or call Fairfax
County Police at 703-691-2131.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Fri-
day. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to
the event.

THURSDAY/DEC. 8
Clifton Lions Club Meeting. 7 p.m.

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Meetings are the second and
fourth Thursdays of every month.
703-209-7421 or clcvclubexpress.com.

South Fairfax Chamber and LCAC
Breakfast. 7:15 a.m. Laurel Hill
Golf Club, 8701 Laurel Crest Drive,
Lorton. With Sam Chamberlain, Chief
Operating Officer of Five Guys
Enterprises, LLC. $35 SFCC members,
$50 non-members. All proceeds
benefit LCAC, a local 501 (c) 3 non-
profit human services organization
that operates the only food pantry in
southeast Fairfax County. Register at
http://SouthFairfaxChamber.org/
lcacbreakfast. lortonaction.org or
703-339-5161.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 14
Springfield Christian Women’s

Connection Luncheon. 11:30
a.m. Springfield Golf and Country
Club, 8301 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. With Karin Williams on

“Learning to Say Goodbye.” Door
prizes, bake sale and more. $17.
703-590-6562 or
SpringWmConn@yahoo.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 3
Greater Springfield Chamber of

Commerce Brown Bag
Seminar. 12 p.m. Community
Business Partnership, 7001
Loisdale Road, 2nd Floor,
Springfield. Bring your lunch to
CBP the first Tuesday of the
month and learn best practices for
the small and mid-size workplace.
Free for Greater Springfield
Chamber members and $10 for
non-members.
www.springfieldchamber.org.

THURSDAY/JAN. 12
Clifton Lions Club Meeting. 7

p.m. Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. Meetings
are the second and fourth
Thursdays of every month. 703-
209-7421 or clcvclubexpress.com.

Bulletin Board

TUESDAY/DEC. 6
Fairfax County Board of

Supervisors Meeting. 9:30
a.m. Fairfax County Government
Center, Board Auditorium, 12000
Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax. 703-324-3151, TTY 703-
324-3903.

Greater Springfield Chamber of
Commerce Brown Bag
Seminar. 12 p.m. Community
Business Partnership, 7001
Loisdale Road, 2nd Floor,
Springfield. Bring your lunch to
CBP the first Tuesday of the
month and learn best practices for
the small and mid-size workplace.
Free for Greater Springfield
Chamber members and $10 for
non-members.
www.springfieldchamber.org.

Don’t Miss Our 2011
Holiday Special Editions
More Holiday Gifts and
Entertainment on December 7,
deadline December 2; December
14, deadline December 8;
December 21, deadline
December 14.
Plus, be a part of the acclaimed
annual Children’s Connection,
December 27, deadline
December 14
Questions? E-mail
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
Suggestions? E-mail
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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D
uring the last week of each year,
The Connection devotes its
entire issue to the creativity of
local students and children. The

results are always remarkable. It is a keepsake
edition for many families.

The annual Children’s Connection is a tradi-
tion of well over a decade, and we begin get-
ting inquiries from teachers and par-
ents about submitting artwork and
writing almost as soon as summer is
over.

We publish artwork, poetry, essays, creative
writing, opinion pieces, short stories and pho-
tographs.

We ask that all submissions be digital so they
can be sent through email or on CD. Identify
each piece of writing or art, including the
student’s full name, age, grade and town of
residence, plus the name of the school, name
of teacher and town of school location.

Please provide the submissions no later than
Thursday, Dec. 8.

Some suggestions:
❖ Drawings, paintings, photographs of 2-D

and 3-D artwork that have been digitally pho-
tographed or scanned as .jpeg files.

❖ Short stories, poetry, essays, class-wide
prompt writings.

❖ Opinion pieces about family, friends, mov-
ies, traffic, sports, food, video games, toys,
trends, etc.

❖ News stories from school newspapers.
We welcome contributions from families,

public and private schools, individuals and
home schoolers.

Email submissions for the Vienna/Oakton,
McLean, Great Falls, Reston and Oak Hill/
Herndon Children’s Connections to
ChildrensNorth@connectionnewspapers.com.

Email submissions for Springfield, Burke,
Fairfax, Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton
Connections to
ChildrensSouth@Connectionnewspapers.com.

Email submissions for the Potomac Alma-
nac to Steven Mauren at
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

Email submissions for the Arlington
Children’s Connection to Steven
Mauren at
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

Email submissions for the
Children’s Centre View to Steven Mauren at
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

Email submissions for the Children’s
Gazette in the Alexandria Gazette Packet or
Mount Vernon Gazette to Steven Mauren at
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

To send CDs of artwork or CDs of typed sub-
missions, mark them clearly by school and/or
hometown and mail the CD to Children’s Con-
nection, 1606 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Kurspahic Takes over
as Editor of
Four More Papers

Kemal Kurspahic, longtime Connection man-
aging editor, has taken the helm of the Spring-
field Connection, Burke Connection, Fairfax
Connection and Fairfax Station/Lorton/Clifton
Connection. He adds these responsibilities to
his editing of the Vienna/Oakton Connection,
McLean Connection, Great Falls Connection,
Reston Connection and Oak Hill/Herndon Con-
nection.

Kurspahic, who has won some of the most
prestigious international awards as well as

many awards for local news coverage, focuses
on a well-honed local mission with a lean team
of reporters, photographers and freelancers, as
well as editorial assistant Amna Rehmatulla.

Kurspahic was among the 50 World Press
Freedom Heroes named more than a decade
ago, honored again in Vienna, Austria in Sep-
tember, 2010.

In December 1988, Kemal Kurspahic was
named editor-in-chief of Oslobodjenje,
Sarajevo’s 70,000 circulation daily newspaper,
the first editor of that paper not appointed by
the Communist Party. Then after the commu-
nists were ousted, Kurspahic maintained edi-
torial independence against a coalition of na-
tionalist parties who wished to control the
press.

During the siege of Sarajevo, with snipers’
bullets flying, shelling which destroyed the
paper’s building, no electricity and very little
newsprint, Kurspahic guided the paper’s multi-
ethnic staff in a nuclear bomb shelter, publish-
ing the paper, providing one of the city’s only
sources of information. Often its pages were
filled with lists of the dead.

A U.S. citizen since 2001, Kurspahic is the
author of several books, including “As Long as
Sarajevo Exists” and “Prime Time Crime.” He
was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard, Senior Fel-
low at the U.S. Institute for Peace and also
worked for the United Nations.

Questions? Comments? Story ideas?
You can reach Kurspahic at

Kemal@connectionnewspapers.com.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com; on

Twitter @marykimm

Children’s Connection

Inspired to Give

Jim Upp’s granddaughter, Rachel with wife, Jeannie.

M
y wife Jeannie and I
first met Rachel just
one day after her

long trip from Korea in July 2003
to State College, Pa. We lived in
Virginia, and, due to Jeannie’s
pending heart surgery (and more
serious COPD and emphysema
problems), her capability to travel
was severely limited. Come the
spring of 2006, Jeannie’s pulmo-
nary health was decreasing and
she was despondent that she was
missing Rachel’s early years. I sug-
gested that we take a day trip to
Pennsylvania to see her. It was a
complicated trip, but it was so
worth it when I watched Jeannie
and Rachel together. It was ‘Nana
this, Nana that, and Nana, Nana’
the whole three hours we were

there.
In October at Jeannie’s funeral,

it almost broke my heart to hear
Rachel ask, ‘Where’s Nana?’ How-
ever, in retrospect, I felt so thank-
ful that Jeannie and Rachel had
those three precious hours of love
and fun together six months ear-
lier.”

— Jim Upp, Greenspring

resident, Springfield

“After my mother died, I was
taken in by poor relatives at the
age of 3. I was moved by the sac-
rifices they made to care for me.
These kinds of life events caused
me to think about what I am do-
ing for others. Inspired, I became
an activist social worker, devoting

time to impoverished people. Af-
ter speaking at a Catholic Chari-
ties conference about
homelessness and hunger, eight
individuals in the audience de-
cided to join me to take action. I
learned that Virginia was charging
sales tax on food stamps. Virginia
was scraping $9.5 million of food
aid off the top of the federal food
stamp program for families at risk

of hunger. Outraged, our group
went to Virginia to lobby their
cause. When nothing happened in
Richmond, I contacted Sen. Ed-
ward Kennedy, who discovered
that 18 other states were also tax-
ing folks in need of food stamps.
Thanks to the combined efforts of
our group and sympathetic politi-
cians, the tax was prohibited in all

See Inspired,  Page 16
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An independent, locally owned weekly
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Free digital edition delivered to
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Opinion

D

Call for student
artwork and writing;
deadline Dec. 5.

Editorial

Area residents share their personal
stories of what inspires them to give,
or a time when they were thankful.

“M
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CARDIOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

EMERGENCY/
CRITICAL CARE

INTERNAL MEDICINE

NEUROLOGY

ONCOLOGY

RADIATION
ONCOLOGY

RADIOLOGY

REHABILITATIVE
THERAPY

SURGERY

RADIOCAT
Centers for The
Treatment of Feline
Hyperthyroidism

O
n Nov. 7, Officer Eddy Azcarate, United
Community Ministries (UCM) Executive
Director, Cynthia Hull, UCM Food Man-

ager, Jose Fratti, and Officer Julia Elliott celebrated
a successful food drive held by the Franconia Sta-
tion of the Fairfax County Police Department. The
officers delivered nearly 5,000 pounds of food and
$300 in gift cards to UCM.

Over the weekend, Franconia Station police offic-
ers had collected donations from shoppers at two
local Giant supermarkets.

UCM is one of the largest providers of human ser-
vices in Fairfax County. Established in 1969, UCM
provides comprehensive assistance programs for low-

News

Food, Gift Cards for Needy
The officers delivered nearly 5,000 pounds of food and $300 in gift cards to the United
Community Ministries.
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income individuals, families and neighborhoods.
UCM helps community members fight poverty,

hunger and homelessness by providing emergency
food and financial assistance, quality early child-
hood education, employment services, community
centers and other human services. While people
come to UCM for help with practical needs, they
receive much more than just financial assistance or
food. UCM is a place where people can regain the
hope they need to build a better future for them-
selves and a stronger community for us all. In its
fiscal year ending June 30, 2011, UCM provided
assistance to 13,000 people from 5,000 families in
Fairfax County.

Saturday, December 3
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday, December 4
10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Admission: $2, children 12 and younger free
Door Prizes Awarded

703-321-7081

One of a kind and handmade items!
❄ Art ❄ Pottery ❄ Woodwork  ❄ Quilts ❄ Dolls ❄

❄ Clothing ❄ Floral Arrangements ❄ Music ❄
❄ Edible Gifts ❄ Ornaments ❄ Glasswork ❄ Paintings ❄

Holiday
Arts & Crafts ShowArts & Crafts Show

34th
Annual Holiday
Audrey Moore RECenter

At Wakefield Park
8100 Braddock Road
Annandale, VA 22003

For Accommodations, please call
703-324-8563, TTY 703-803-3354
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To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-778-9410

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holiday

Off-Season Pricing

60-75%

OFF POTS

60-75%

OFF POTS

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

50% Off

Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias,

Blue Atlas Cedar &

Select Shade Trees

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

25 Years of Successful Sales! • 703-930-3400
E-mail: Becky@LongandFoster.com • www.BeckySellsHouses.com

Becky “the best!” Berning

Simply Stunning!
This updated beauty will knock your socks off!
Dynamite kitchen with large granite breakfast bar/
island, 42" cabinets and stainless steel appliances over-
looking family room. Beautiful finished walk-out base-
ment with tons of space...an entertainer’s delight!  You
can luxuriate all winter in the toasty warm hot tub
tucked away in the beautifully landscaped, fenced,
rear yard. Hurry to make it yours! $400,000 (Stafford)

Thinking Selling?
Thinking Spring?
It’s not too soon to

start planning!
CALL TODAY for
FREE home prep

consultation!

Wonderful
Lakeside

Community
You are sure to fall in
love with this gorgeous
open floor plan town-
home situated in an
amazing setting with
lots of green space and
incredible seasonal
lake views! Beautiful
big kitchen with gran-
ite and stainless steel,
hardwoods, gracious
LR and DR, spacious
MBR with luxury bath
and balcony. Nicely

finished basement features large storage room,  full bath
and Rec Rm with fireplace opening to beautiful landscaped
yard. Near NGA, Ffx Pkwy and convenient to Metro! Call to
see this fabulous new listing! $464,900 (Springfield)

N
E
W

LI
S
TI
N
G

So Much for So Little!
Avoid steps with this large main-level condo
bathed in sunlight! 2 master suites, each with
its own full bath, den/office, fireplace and
delightful country porch. Nice, neutral, and
whistle clean! Great community amenities,
including pool, tennis & basketball. Convenient
location just off Pr Wm Pkwy. Don’t miss this
beauty! $145,000 (Woodbridge)

SO
LD

Every year between Christmas
and New Year’s, The Springfield
Connection turns its pages over to
the contributions of local students.
We are seeking artwork,
photography, poetry, opinions,
short stories and reflections. We
welcome contributions from
public schools, private schools
and students who are home
schooled.

E-mail to: ChildrensSouth@
connection newspapers.com, or
mail (.jpg and text files on disc
only) by Nov. 30, to 1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314. Please be
sure to include the student’s
name, age, grade, school and
town of residence along with each
submission. For information, call
703-778-9410.

Be a Part of
CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’)
CONNECTION
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The President’s Band at
Keene Mill Elementary

T
he President’s Own” United States
Marine Band is celebrated for its
history and its exciting, polished

music performances. They perform regularly
at White House functions. In the month of
October, the band is split into performing
groups as they go on tour to provide concerts
all across the nation.

Several weeks ago, the principal of Keene
Mill Elementary School, Renee Miller, was
asked if she would like to have members of
the band perform at her school. She immedi-
ately worked this event into the school calen-
dar on Monday, Oct. 31. The fifth and sixth
graders at Keene Mill enjoyed an hour of mu-
sic, history, and patriotism with “The President’s
Own” United States Marine Brass Quintet. The
quintet members are: SSgt Brad Weil and SSgt
Jeffrey Strong, the trumpet; GySgt Hilary
Harding, playing the French horn; MGySgt
Bryan Bourne, playiiiing the trombone; and
SSgt Paul Mergen, playing the tuba.

The Marine musicians each spoke of how
music is a part of a well-rounded education
and how it teaches children creative skills not
available in other curricula. They encouraged
the children to both practice and to have fun.
They also told them that playing an instru-
ment enriches lives and contributes to any
career path they will choose.

The selections they played varied from The
National Anthem to pop and jazz.

“

Keene Mill students sit and enjoy music played by the United States Marine
Band on Oct. 31.

Members of the United States Marine Band include SSgt. Brad Weil and SSgt.
Jeffrey Strong, on trumpet; Gy. Sgt. Hilary Harding, on French Horn; MGySgt
Bryan Bourne, on trombone; SSgt. Paul Mergen, on tuba.
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upervisor John C.
Cook (R-Braddock
District) invites you

to the Annual Taste of
Braddock, Dec.1, 5 - 7:30
p.m. at Braddock Hall in the
Kings Park Library, 9002
Burke Lake Road. Join with
your friends and neighbors
in the Braddock District at
the annual Open House to
mark the start of the holiday
season. Enjoy food donated
by Braddock area businesses
and share in the spirit pro-
vided by residents. RSVP:
Call 703-425-9300 or email
braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov

 Annual Taste
of Braddock
Open House

Faith Notes

Kirkwood Presbyterian
Church, 8336 Carrleigh Park-
way in Springfield, supports a
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
program on the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Meet-
ings are 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the
church. All mothers and children
are welcome. The program pro-
vides mothers an opportunity to
get to know other mothers
through discussions and craft ac-
tivities. Register at the church or
call 703-451-5320.
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Agencies Report High Demand
From Page 3

jobs in 2008 or 2009 are drain-
ing personal savings, and the clock
is ticking on social safety nets such
as unemployment and Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families
(TANF) benefits, which provide a
two-year cushion at best.

“What is particularly alarming is
that many of the families calling
are unemployed, and have been for
a while,” said Lisa Whetzel, execu-
tive director of Our Daily Bread
(ODB), a non-profit serving Fairfax
County’s working poor for 25
years. More than half of ODB’s cli-
ents are children.

“The low-wage jobs are decreas-
ing. Some families that request util-
ity assistance have been without
electricity for over a month. They
exhausted their personal resources
and nonprofit resources and liter-
ally were living in the dark. Now
that the temperature is dropping
they are desperate,” Whetzel said.

Since July of 2011, ODB has
been tracking the number of clients
they have to turn away who re-
quest financial assistance.

“The number is 60 families a
month, and rising. And these are
people that are able to work, but
just cannot find work,” Whetzel
said. “The low-wage jobs that were
once there for them, are just not
there anymore.”

At ODB, there is a steady waitlist
for food assistance. “Another way
that we track the need for food
assistance is the number of re-
quests for one-time emergency de-
liveries we make to families in dire
need of food. This number aver-
ages 10 per month. Last month we
made 21 deliveries. And we are
leaning in that direction again this
month,” she said.

Food for Others, the largest di-
rect distributor of free food in
Northern Virginia, reported it de-
livered a record 2.7 million pounds
of food to an average of 125 fami-
lies a day last year.

“We are always slammed,” said
Lynne Galanis, Food for Other’s fi-
nance director.

“This is our busy time of year,
and we’re seeing a sustained high
volume of calls,” said executive di-
rector Roxanne Rice.

John Horejsi, founder and coor-
dinator of SALT (Social Action
Linking Together), said Catholic
Charities of Arlington has experi-
enced a 450 percent increase in
requests for emergency assistance
from families, “With 17 tons of
food delivered, Catholic Charities
say they are still dangerously low
on grocery supplies,” Horejsi said.

FACETS, a Fairfax-based non-

Patricia Stevens, executive director of
Fairfax County’s Office of Public Private
Partnerships (OP3), unveils its new “12
Days of Giving Calendar.”

Judi Kern of Burke reaches into the freezer
at ECHO’s food pantry in Springfield, to
add bread to a bag of groceries that will be
given to an ECHO client.
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profit committed to helping vulner-
able families struggling with
homelessness, has also seen a surge
in needs for services.

“At one point during the reces-
sion, we saw a 60 percent increase
in our services,” said Amanda
Andere, FACETS executive director.
“Since there has been such an in-
crease in the amount of services re-
quested, and the time we need to

spend working with our clients to
break the cycle of poverty and
homelessness, the donations are
not keeping up with this increased
need.”

“The call volume for assistance
countywide has gone through the
roof,” said Patricia Stevens, direc-
tor of the county’s Office of Public
Private Partnerships (OP3).
“People are living close to the mar-
gin, and something like losing that
second job, or running out of sav-
ings, can tip the balance.”

The Fairfax County Office of Pub-
lic Private Partnerships (OP3)
serves as a clearing house and
point of contact for public agencies,
non-profit organizations, and busi-
nesses.

Stevens said Fairfax County’s
Coordinated Services Planning
(CSP) tracks the volume and type
of calls that come into its hotline.

In 2007, CSP had five “high vol-

ume” days with more than 400
calls. In 2010, there was a 60 per-
cent jump in days when social
workers were handling more than
400 calls, and one in every five
days had more than 500 calls.

AVERAGE DAILY CALL VOL-
UME has steadily increased from
an average of 297 calls per day in
FY 2007 to 441 per day this year.
Since August 2006, there has been
a prolonged increase in the num-
ber of requests to CSP, which is one

indicator, Stevens said, of eco-
nomic stress in the community.

And while Fairfax County still
ranks as one of the wealthiest in
the nation, the number of residents
living in poverty (considered to be
less than $60,000 annually for a
family of four) increased 33 per-
cent from 2000 to 2009, accord-
ing to a report released by Fairfax
County’s Human Services Coun-
cil this month. Nearly 58,000
county residents currently live in
poverty.

According to Fairfax County
Public Schools, more than 2,000
Fairfax County Public School stu-
dents were identified as homeless
during the 2010-11 school year,
and one in four FCPS students is
eligible for free and reduced
lunches.

Despite the bleak statistics, there
are bright spots.

“We are a caring community, and
people are extremely generous this
time of year,” Rice said. “It’s a
double-edged sword. People are
taken over by the holiday spirit,
and we’re able to provide for the
demand, but the demand for food
is there in January and February
too.”

“Overall, Fairfax County has
done better than many parts of the
country. We’re a vibrant commu-
nity of diverse people who want to
give, ” Stevens said, “but they are
not always aware of how to give
so that their donations stay in the
community. What I find is that it’s
a matter of raising awareness,
which is something we’re all try-
ing to do.”

“Another way that we track the need
for food assistance is the number of
requests for one-time emergency
deliveries we make to families in dire
need of food. This number averages
10 per month. Last month we made
21 deliveries. And we are leaning in
that direction again this month.”

— Lisa Whetzel, Executive Director, Our Daily Bread

I
n addition to the organi-
zations listed below,
Fairfax County maintains
an online database of hu-

man services organizations that
is available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, to anyone with
internet access. The Human
Services Resource Guide is a
database of public, non-profit,
and some private for-profit or-
ganizations that provide hu-
man services to Fairfax County
residents. The database in-
cludes descriptions of services
provided, access criteria, loca-
tion and contact information
among other information. To
access the Human Services Re-
source Guide, click on the fol-
lowing link: http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rim/
default.asp. Visitors to the site
are able to search by a service
category and/or organization
name.

One of ECHO’s “office angels,” Gerda Kilday with Execu-
tive Director Meg Brantley. “It’s people like Gerda, long-
time volunteers, who make this such a wonderful place,”
Brantley said.
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Where To Give Consider donating to one of these
local organizations this holiday season.

to receive donations at 7205 Old Keene
Mill Road, Springfield. www.echo-
inc.org.

❖ Lorton Community Action Center
operates the Act ll Thrift Shop at 9506
Richmond Highway, Lorton. Sales from
the shop generate funds for LCAC and
clients also shop there. While donations
are welcome during store hours, visitors
are asked to call first at 703-339-8611
before dropping off.
www.lortonaction.org.

❖ Comfort for America’s Uniformed
Services (CAUSE) —  CAUSE ensures
that recuperating service members have
opportunities for recreation and social
interaction and receive concrete signs of
appreciation for all that they have done.
4114 Legato Road Suite B, Fairfax, VA
22033, 703-591-4968, cause-usa.org

❖ National Capital Food Bank, 6833
Hill Park Drive, Lorton, serving all of
Northern Virginia, 703-541-3063.
www.capitalareafoodbank.org

❖ Western Fairfax Christian Ministries
— food pantry at 13981 Metrotech Drive
in Chantilly (near Backyard Grill and
Bar). For more information or to spon-
sor a family, call 703-988-9656, ext. 105.
To mail gift cards or send donations by
check, add a note saying “food basket
program” and send them to: WFCM, P.O.
Box 220802, Chantilly, VA 20153. 703-
988-9656.

❖ The Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic,
13525 Dulles Technology Drive,
Herndon, VA 20171, 571-235-3577. Last
year, 139 community volunteers —
nurses, nurse practitioners, and physi-
cians — gave more than 1,300 hours of
their time to see patients. jsfreeclinic.org.

❖ Alternative House — Abused and
Homeless Children’s Refuge, 2100 Gallows
Road, Vienna, VA 22182, 703-506-9191.
www.thealternativehouse.org.

❖ Reston Interfaith, 11150 Sunset
Hills Road, Suite 210, Reston, serving
Reston and Herndon. 571-323-9555,
www.restoninterfaith.org. Programs and
services include the Embry Rucker Com-

❖ Our Daily Bread — ODB has
been serving disadvantaged families
in Fairfax County for 25 years. For
more information on their holiday
programs, including how to sponsor
a family, go to www.odbfairfax.com.

❖ Food for Others — Food for Oth-
ers is the largest distributor of free
food directly to people in need in
Northern Virginia, provides the assis-
tance needed by unemployed and
low-income neighbors. The non-
profit  provides a safety net for people
who suddenly face unforeseen emer-
gencies such as a family illness or the
loss of a job or a spouse. Located at
2938 Prosperity Ave., Fairfax, VA
22031, 703-207-9173.
www.foodforothers.com

❖ Ecumenical Community Helping
Others (ECHO), 703-569-9160. Open

Felix, an ECHO client, is the victim of a recent apartment
fire in Springfield. He is picking out clothes donated by
the community. Meg Brantley, ECHO’s executive director,
said the organization always needs men’s clothing in
small and medium sizes, particularly winter jackets at this
time of year.
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Marjorie, her mother Dayance and sister Wendy shop at
ECHO in West Springfield for clothes and other necessities.

munity Shelter, Emergency Food Pantry,
Hypothermia Prevention Program and
the Thanksgiving Food Drive.

❖ LINK, serving Herndon, Chantilly,
Loudoun and more, needs contributions
of food, coats and holiday toys for chil-
dren, plus volunteers. Email Lisa
Lombardozzi at
LisaLombo@signaturecos.com. 703-437-
1776 www.linkagainsthunger.org

❖ SHARE of McLean seeks donations
of grocery gift cards. Gift cards can be
dropped off at SHARE, c/o McLean Bap-
tist Church, 1367 Chain Bridge Rd. on

Wednesdays and Saturdays (except
Thanksgiving week) 9:30 a.m. - noon.
Checks and gift cards can be sent to:
Holiday Celebration, Share, Inc. PO Box
210, McLean, VA 22101. 703-284-2179.
www.SHAREofMcLean.org

❖ FACETS — Information about sup-
ply donations and FACETS holiday gifts
drive is available on the website at
www.facetscares.org. Additionally, FAC-
ETS is always in need of volunteers, and
offers a variety of one-time and ongoing
opportunities. People who are interested
in volunteering can contact 703-865-
4251 or volunteer@facetscares.org.
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Handel’s Messiah Performance
(Christmas Act & Hallelujah Chorus)

Sunday, December 4 at 3 pm
In addition to having a professional
orchestra, many of whom play for the

Fairfax Symphony, and soloists from the
Washington National Opera, we have over
100 voices in the chorus. The concert is

free. Join us for this inspirational start to the
Christmas season.

Messiah United Methodist Church
6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
703-569-9862 • www.messiahumc.org

Your Friendly Neighborhood Thrift Shop

YESTERDAY’S ROSE
Serving the Community Since 1981

10389 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

Quality Books & Media Needed.
Mon.-Sat. 10-6 / Sun. 10-5, 7 day a week. Tax Receipt Provided.

Saturday, Nov. 26, 10-6
HOUSEWARES: 50% OFF
Sunday, Nov. 27, 10-5
FURNITURE: 50% OFF
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 10-7
CLEAN SWEEP: 50% OFF
Storewide Sale

Visit
Our Great
Library!

(Lower Level)

Visit
Our Great
Library!

(Lower Level)VISIT US
IN OUR NEW

LOCATION

Mon - Thurs.  7:00 am to Midnight
Open Continuously 7:00 am Friday to 8:00 pm Sunday

BUFFET SAT & SUN
7 am-2 pm

New Year’s Eve

Porter House Steak
Potatoes, Salad and Vegetables

$19.99

Salmon Steak
with Dill Sauce

Potatoes, Salad and Vegetables
$14.95

“Wide Sound”
provides the entertainment

No Cover • 8-1:30pm

Peyton Place
R E S T A U R A N T
6516 Backlick Road • Springfield, VA 22150

(703) 451-6620
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It’s Almost Time for Christmas in Clifton

News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

C
hristmas in Clifton is unlike
Christmas anywhere else.
That’s because it takes place in
a storybook-beautiful town and

includes a candlelight tour of homes and a
holiday parade on horseback.

The fun begins Saturday, Dec. 3, at 2 p.m.,
with a parade of horses and riders decorated
in Christmas finery. Sponsored by the Clifton
Horse Society, it travels up Main Street, goes
through town and along Chapel Street to a
field where participants and spectators gather
for cookies and the awarding of prizes.

Visitors may then shop in Clifton’s stores
and enjoy the town’s restaurants prior to the
homes tour. People may also be photo-
graphed with their pets and Santa, from 2-
4 p.m., at the Holistic Veterinary Clinic,
12700 Chapel Road. Photo proceeds go to a
nonprofit, animal-rescue group.

The homes tour runs from 4-7 p.m. Five
houses are on the tour, plus two churches,
the Clifton caboose and the Masonic Acacia
Lodge. The churches will have live music,
and Dickens Carolers in old-fashioned, holi-
day attire will add to the ambience.

“Clifton is a historical town, and this is a
wonderful opportunity to share its unique-
ness with others,” said event Chairman Jen-
nifer Chesley. “It’s also the only chance visi-
tors have to see the inside of these beautiful
homes and get a glimpse of Clifton’s past.”

“When I walk around the town and see
all the Christmas lights and decorations, it’s
so picturesque, it really is reminiscent of a
Norman Rockwell painting,” continued
Chesley. “I love the candlelight tour and am
glad I’ve been able to help out our town by
organizing this special event for the past 10
years.”

Tickets are available in town at A Flower
Blooms in Clifton, NOVA Music and T&K
Treasures. They’re also at Picket Fence in
Burke and Banner’s Hallmark in Centreville.
Cost is $20, adults; $5, children under 12,
before Dec. 3. That day, they’re $25 and $10,
respectively. For more information, e-mail
Chesley at townofclifton@aol.com or visit
www.cliftonva.us.

Also that evening, from 7-10 p.m., NOVA
Music Center at 12704 Chapel Road will
hold a reception to welcome J. Douglas
Vokes and his guitar art. Combining the con-
cept of visual music with musical art, he
began embellishing working instruments

The Rusnak home.

The Bittner home.

with his designs and created ArtGuitars.
On Dec. 3, his guitars will be demon-

strated at NOVA Music, and visitors may
meet and chat with Vokes. These guitars
may be viewed or purchased there through
December. For more information, go to
www.NOVAMusicCenter.com or call 703-
830-7141.

The sites on tour are as follows:

The Jarrendt Home

Built in 1870, this house on Chapel Road
is now home to Royce and Margie Jarrendt.
It originally housed Clifton’s first Presbyte-
rian minister, the Rev. William Bradley, and
his wife Elizabeth. It was restored in 1981,
adding more bedrooms and updating the
kitchen.

Added 10 years later were a family area,
an informal eating space, laundry room and
a rear stairway to the second floor, now
containing the master-bedroom suite. The
design included a rear, wrap-around porch
providing sheltered outdoor space.

The Stein House

Jeff and Michelle Stein live on Dell Av-
enue in one of Clifton’s “newer” houses,
built circa 1904. It underwent extensive
renovations in 2003, with an eclectically
decorated addition nearly doubling the
home’s original size. Natural woods, tile
and stone are used throughout.

The large, homey family room and din-
ing room are perfect for informal, festive
gatherings. And while enjoying the deco-
rations for Hanukah, the Festival of Lights,
visitors will note this family’s fun-loving
flair for life.

The Lustman Home

Constructed in 1904, the home of Jeremy
and Jennifer Lustman is also on Dell Av-
enue. A 1999 addition included a large
master suite and family room. Then the
entire house was remodeled during a ma-
jor renovation in 2007. Jennifer Lustman
redesigned the kitchen, herself, choosing a
light and airy shaker style.

For the holidays, a “White Christmas”
theme adorns the front of the home, ex-
tending outside to the newly expanded
porch. In the family room, the decor is
warm, rustic and family-friendly to com-
pliment the stone fireplace and barn-beam
mantle. And the Christmas tree is decorated
with flocks of owls and birds.

The Rusnak House

Home to Chuck and Helen Rusnak, this
house on Chapel Street was built in 1904,
in Folk Victorian style, by the Poindexter
family. It has one of the earliest uses of con-
crete in the foundation with simple orna-
mentation of turned spindles, porch posts
and frill work. And its two-story porch is
reminiscent of Southern plantation archi-
tecture.

Laura Poindexter named the house
“Ferndale” due to the abundance of ferns
on the hillside. Longtime Clifton resident
Margaret Detwiler Webb lived here as a
young woman in her 20s. She was an avid
painter, and in a corner of the living room
is a painting of the house signed by her.

Famed actress Helen Hayes vacationed
here in the 1950s when her nephew, Ruel
Fugett, lived in this home. Ferndale’s facade
was restored in 2000 based on a photo
taken when it was built.

The Bittner Home

In 1870 on Chapel Street, Gustie
Mayhugh built a one-room tavern known
as Mayhugh’s Tavern. A former member of
Mosby’s Rangers, he ran a genteel and or-
derly bar and, in 1876, added another room
and a second floor. Kim and Steve Bittner
live here now, and their tavern room still
has its original locks on the front door.
They’ve also decorated that room as it might
have looked originally.

In 1970, the house was moved from the
back of the lot, where it faced the railroad
tracks, to its current site. More rooms were
added and, in the 1980s, Clifton architect
Jim Hricko designed another addition pro-
viding a family room, den, hearth room,
sunroom and two more upstairs bedrooms.

Clifton Baptist

Church

The Clifton Baptist Church, at 7152 Main
St., was admitted into the Potomac Baptist
Association in August 1875. Services were
first held in the home of George W. Tillet
and other area men who served with
Mosby’s Rangers during the Civil War. The
first church building was constructed in
1877 and was used for both worship and
community functions.

The cornerstone of the present building
was laid Nov. 24, 1910, with construction
completed in 1912. With its gabled roof,

steeple and Gothic arched windows, it’s one
of the most beautiful buildings in historic
Clifton. During the homes tour, piano stu-
dents of Belinda Stevens will perform in the
church.

Clifton Presbyterian

Church

The Clifton Presbyterian Church, at 12748
Richardson Lane, has served the commu-
nity as a place of worship and commu-
nity life since its founding in 1870 by
families of soldiers who fought in this area
during the Civil War and settled here af-
terward.

In the early 1900s, the church acquired
the manse next door, later adding an an-
nex for classroom, office and fellowship
space in the 1950s. Its recently renovated
sanctuary won a Fairfax County Architec-
tural Design award for creative use of his-
toric space. During the homes tour, the
Chantilly High Carolers will perform inside
the church.

The Clifton Caboose

The Clifton Caboose, in the Weston’s park-
ing lot, was built circa 1949. It was obtained
from Norfolk Western Railroad by former
Clifton Mayor Jim Chesley and is a reminder
of the town’s railroad roots. Years ago, the
Clifton stop on the Orange & Alexandria rail
line was known as Devereux Station. Clifton
Lion’s Club members will greet caboose visi-
tors during the homes tour.

Masonic Acacia Lodge

The Acacia Lodge building at 7135 Main
St. has existed since the 1870s, when it was
just one story and used as a mill. The build-
ing was purchased by Masonic members of
Acacia Lodge No. 16 in 1904, and its mem-
bers have met there continuously since 1877.

The Jarrendt home. The Stein house. The Lustman house.
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News

Julie Burkhardt performs a baton routine for the
talent portion of the Miss Greater Springfield 2012
Scholarship Pageant on Saturday night.

Catherine Blair Borum was named the 2012 Miss Greater Springfield on
Saturday, Nov. 19, at Greenspring Village. Borum is a student at Longwood
University majoring in Communication Science and Disorders. She was
also named the crowd favorite and winner of the swimsuit award.

Chrissy Ching walks
across the stage in the
evening gown compe-
tition.

Christine
Wadstrom

practices her
baton routine

backstage
while waiting

for her turn at
the Miss

Greater Spring-
field 2012

Scholarship
Pageant on

Saturday night
held at the

Greenspring
Village Square

Auditorium.

Ashna Sharan
performs an
Indian classical
and modern
dance fusion
during the Miss
Greater Spring-
field 2012
Scholarship
Pageant on
Saturday night
in Springfield.
Sharan was
named the first
runner-up.

The 9th Annual Miss Greater Springfield 2012 Scholarship Pageant was
held at the Greenspring Village Square Auditorium on Saturday night,
with 12 contestants, the largest group in the pageant’s history, accord-
ing to Jerry Burks, executive director of the Miss Greater Springfield
Scholarship Organization.

Miss Greater Springfield Crowned
The 9th Annual Miss Greater Springfield 2012 Scholarship Pageant was held at the Greenspring Village

Square Auditorium on Saturday, Nov. 19 with 12 contestants, the largest group in the pageant’s history.
Catherine Blair Borum was named the 2012 Miss Greater Springfield.
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

I
n the days following his team’s fourth consecu-
tive loss - a 14-0 Patriot District setback at Lake
Braddock on Oct. 21 - Lee High football coach
Clarence Martin believed it was time to shake

things up a bit.
Not in a jolting, in-your-face, ‘things better turn

around’ way. That’s not really Martin’s style. But in
terms of team camaraderie, Martin, in his first sea-
son as the program’s head coach, believed that per-
haps his team was losing some of that spark and co-
hesiveness sorely needed during rough spells.

Lee had opened the season with four straight wins
and was one of the big football stories in the North-
ern Region. But then the Lancers had lost their next
four, including the setback to the two-time defend-
ing region champion Bruins, so it was time for a
change.

Martin recalled that his team had jelled during a
pre-training camp trip to California University of
Pennsylvania (California, Pa.) for a football camp.
The trip had been a good experience for the team
and gave the Lancers momentum for the official start
of training camp two weeks later in preparation for
the 2011 season.

So, with his team sitting at 4-4 with just two more
games left in the regular season, Martin, with his
team preparing for a pivotal district game that up-
coming Saturday afternoon, Oct. 29 at T.C. Williams,
attempted to lessen the tension a four-game losing
streak can bring about by holding a few team-bond-
ing social functions that week - team dinners and a
team movie. And just as the pre-season road trip had
helped the Lancers come together, the change-up in
weekly preparation prior to the T.C. game did the
same thing.

“I wanted to re-visit that a little bit,” said Martin,
of re-capturing some of the magic his team had
gained from the pre-season trip to the Keystone state.

Lee went on to snap its four-game skid with a 17-
10 win over the Titans. Then, the following week,
the Lancers closed the regular season with a domi-
nating 55-0 district victory over visiting Annandale.

The win clinched a winning season for Lee at 6-4, a
huge turnaround from the season before when the
Lancers finished 1-9.

“After that fourth loss, we switched things up be-
fore the T.C. Williams game,” said Martin. “We had
team dinners and a team movie night. After we did
some different things, we played better. I just wanted
the team to have an opportunity to bond again, that
type of thing.

LEE, WITH A 6-4 RECORD, qualified for the eight-
team Div. 5 playoffs. There, the Lancers won at
Springfield-area rival Hayfield, 25-20, in a
quarterfinals round game on Nov. 11. The Hawks,
who in 2010 had reached the Div. 5 region finals,
built a 20-3 halftime lead over the Lancers. But Lee
stormed back for the incredible comeback win.

The Lancers outscored the home team Hawks 22-
0 in the second half. Running back Michael Jolly ran
for two scores and quarterback Quintez Diggins (14-
of-23, 171 yards) ran for a score as well.

“It was a huge win for the kids, the school, and the
Lee administration,” said Martin, of defeating the
Hawks. “The administration did a great job of firing
the kids up during that week of school, the assistant
coaches did a great job coaching the kids, and the
kids played hard. We figured we could come out and
play a good game.”

The win over Hayfield advanced Lee into last
Friday’s region semifinals where the Lancers’ season
ended with a 51-15 loss at undefeated Yorktown High
in Arlington. Lee senior quarterback Quintez Diggins,
with his team trailing 14-0 in the first half, suffered
a knee injury and was lost for the game. Bradley Hann
took over at QB and soon after scored on a short
touchdown run to get the Lancers within 14-7. But
the Patriots got two more touchdowns before the half
and went on to the decisive win.

“Yorktown is a fast, tough, and well-coached team,”
said Martin. “We knew it would be tough. They’re
undefeated and rolling. But [going in] we felt we
were battle-tested being in the Patriot District. All of
our losses this season came to playoff teams.”

Yorktown (12-0), with the win, advances to this
Friday afternoon’s Div. 5 finals against visiting South
County (9-3), an upset winner over defending Div. 5
region champion Stone Bridge in the other semifi-
nals game last week.

Lee, following the loss to Yorktown, saw its season
end at 7-5. There were so many positives for the Lanc-
ers, who experienced a winning season, qualified for
the postseason, and won a playoff game.

Logan Battle will spend her
senior season trying to help the
West Springfield girls basketball
team clear the two-year hurdle
that has been the semifinal
round of the state tournament.
One thing she won’t have worry
about is where she will play in
college.

Battle signed a letter of intent
to play basketball at
Georgetown University and cel-
ebrated the event with a cer-
emony on Nov. 11.Battle, a 6-
foot forward, helped the Spar-
tans reach the state semifinals
each of the past two seasons.
As a junior she averaged 13
points, seven rebounds and two
blocks per contest as the Spar-
tans captured Patriot District
and Northern Region titles. She
earned first-team all-district,

first-team all-region and sec-
ond-team All-Met honors and
was named Northern Region
Tournament MVP.

ESPN.com lists Battle as a
four-star recruit (out of five
stars) with a 93 out of 100 rat-
ing. She is ranked No. 59 in the
nation for recruits in the class
of 2012.

Battle and senior point guard
April Robinson, a 2011 first-
team All-Met selection who
signed with Duquesne, will lead
West Springfield into the 2011-
12 campaign. The Spartans will
open the season at home
against Madison at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, Nov. 29 as part of the
NOVA Challenge. West
Springfield’s first Patriot District
game is Dec. 16 at Lake
Braddock.

West Springfield senior Logan Battle signed a letter
of intent to play basketball at Georgetown University.
She is seen (from left) with Spartans head coach Bill
Gibson, mother Cheryll Battle, father Huey Battle and
West Springfield DSA Andy Muir.

Battle Signs with Georgetown
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Robert E. Lee High
School in Springfield, on
Veteran’s Day morning, Friday,
Nov. 11, held dedication cer-
emonies at its new Memorial
Garden in honor of the school’s
fallen military alumni and
friends. The formalities took
place on the front lawn near
entrance 13. Over the past sum-
mer, the long planned idea fi-
nally took shape. The Memorial
Garden, long discussed and
hoped for, came together last
spring through the dedicated
work of Lee High personnel,
PTSA personnel, and Nathanael
Jones, a senior working on his
Eagle Scout project.

Friday’s brief Veteran’s Day
program included the presenta-
tion of the colors by the Lee
JROTC; the singing of several
selections by the Lee Madrigals;
performance by the Lee High
School Orchestra Quartet; and
a brief dedication of the Garden
by school Principal Abe Jeffers.
Family and friends of those re-
membered, as well as the gen-

eral Lee High School commu-
nity, attended and celebrated
the special occasion.

The Lee High girls’ vol-
leyball team closed its season
with a straight-set loss at Lake
Braddock, 10-25, 18-25, and
19-25, in first round play of the
Patriot District tournament. The
fourth-seeded Bruins of Lake
Braddock used pin-point pass-
ing, a big block, and a quick,
accurate attack to overpower
the fifth-seeded Lancers. Caro-
lina Lopez led Lee with 10 kills.
She also collected five digs and
was named to the All-District
Second Team. Fernanda Rojas
dished out 12 assists, had eight
digs and four kills of her own.
Lauren Webb got two kills from
the front row. Yasmin Alexander
had two kills and played a great
match defensively, receiving
serve and digging three attacks.
Sophomores Zaria Huggins and
Tiffany Westreicher also played
great defense in the back row
for the Lancers.

Sports Briefs

The Lee Lancers
looked as if they might
be down for the count

after losing four
straight games at one
point this season. But

that was hardly the
case as the Patriot
District team came

back strong and quali-
fied for the Div. 5

playoffs. Here, Bradley
Hann carries the ball.

Photo by

Craig Sterbutzel/

The Connection

Lee High Football Enjoyed
Turnaround Season
Under Coach Martin,
Lancers went all the way to
the Div. 5 region semifinals.
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Assembly of God
Harvest Church…703-971-7070
Word of Life Assembly of God…

703-941-2312
Baha’i Faith

Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest…
703-912-1719

Baptist
Community of Faith Tabernacle…

703-455-4594
Fellowship Baptist Church…703-569-5151

First Baptist Church-Hayfield…
703-971-7077

First Baptist Church-Springfield…
703-451-1500

Franconia Baptist Church…703-971-4475
South Run Baptist Church…703-455-4521
Westwood Baptist Church…703-451-5120

Bible
Immanuel Bible Church…703-941-4124

Catholic
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church…

703-451-8576
Christian Science

First Church of Christ, Scientist…
703-866-4325

Church of Christ
Central Christian Church…703-971-0277

Springfield Church of Christ…
703-451-4011

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints…

703-451-0631
Disciples of Christ

Springfield Christian Church…
703-354-4994

Episcopal
St. Christopher’s Episcopal…

703-451-1088

Evangelical Covenant
Community Covenant Church…

703-455-4150

Jewish
Congregation Adat Reyim…

703-569-7577
Ohev Yisrael Messianic Congregation...

703-550-0888
Jehovah’s Witness

Springfield North Congregation…
703-971-2936

Lutheran
Prince of Peace Lutheran…

703-451-5855

St. John’s Lutheran Church…
703-971-2210

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…
703-451-4331

Immanual Lutheran Church…

703-549-0155

Methodist

Messiah United
Methodist Church… 703-569-9862

Springfield United Methodist...
703-451-2375

St. John’s United Methodist…
703-256-6655

Sydenstricker United Methodist…
703-451-8223

Non-Denominational
Love International Church…703-354-3608

New Life Open Bible Church…703-922-7577
New World Unity Church…703-690-7925

International Calvary Church…703-912-1378

Presbyterian
Grace Presbyterian Church…

703-451-2900
Harvester Presbyterian Church…

703-455-7800
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church…

703-451-5320

To
Advertise Your

Community
of Worship,

Call
703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

FRIDAY/NOV. 25
Escape to Black Friday. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Rd., Lorton.
Art, fun and entertainment. The Art of Fiber
exhibit features wearable art, sculpture, 2D
pieces and accessories. Free admission.
www.workhousearts.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 26
Drumstick Dash. 9 a.m. Burke Lake Park, 7315

Ox Road, Fairfax Station. An 8K run plus family-
friendly fun run and walk. Refreshments, goody
bags, race shirt and prizes. A pre-race training
program is available. Proceeds benefit Housing
& Community Services of Northern Virginia’s
counseling and support services to Fairfax
County citizens who are in danger of losing their
homes. $25-$30 for the 8K, $10 for the fun run.
Register at www.active.com/running/fairfax-
station-va/drumstix-dash. Late registration
available on race day beginning at 8 a.m.

“The Nutcracker.” 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Northern Virginia Community College
Annandale, Ernst Community Cultural Center
Theater, 8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
Presented by Classical Ballet Theatre.
Refreshments and more. 703-471-0750.

Glaze Your Own Ornament. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Rd., Lorton.
Design and decorate a pre-bisqued ornament. All
proceeds benefit the Lorton Arts Foundation and
the Workhouse Ceramics Program. Admission
$22. www.workhousearts.org.

SUNDAY/NOV. 27
“The Nutcracker.” 2 p.m. Northern Virginia

Community College Annandale, Ernst
Community Cultural Center Theater, 8333 Little

River Turnpike, Annandale. Presented by
Classical Ballet Theatre. Refreshments and
more. 703-471-0750.

MONDAY/NOV. 28
Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m. Kingstowne

Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Storytime for age 3 to 5 with adult. 703-339-
4610.

TUESDAY/NOV. 29
English Conversation Group. 7 p.m. Richard

Byrd Library,  7250 Commerce St., Springfield.
Practice and improve your English. Adults. 703-
451-8055.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 30
Learning English. 10:15 a.m. Kingstowne

Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Conversation group for adults learning English.
703-339-4610.

“A Christmas Carol.” Lazy Susan Dinner
Theatre, 10712 Richmond Hwy, Lorton. Doors
open 6 p.m., performance at 8 p.m. 703-550-
7384 or www.lazysusan.

THURSDAY/DEC. 1
“Little Shop of Horrors.” 7 p.m. South County

Secondary School, 8501 Silverbrook Road,
Lorton. $8, $5 for senior citizens and students.
Discounted tickets available at
www.southcountytheatre.org.

Youth Arts Center Grand Opening. 6:30-8:30
p.m. Youth Arts Center, Building W-3,
Workhouse Art Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton.
The facility features three classrooms with
student capacity of 125 plus a fully outfitted
theater with seating for 100. With Stephen
Ayers, Architect of the Capitol, and a Studio 3
Theatre for Young Audiences performance of
“Schoolhouse Rock Live.” Drinks and hors
d’oeuvres. www.WorkhouseArts.org.

Friends of the Library Book Sale. 3-9 p.m.
Richard Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Proceeds help fund children’s
programs. rbfriends@gmail.com or 703-451-
8055.

“A Christmas Carol.” Lazy Susan Dinner
Theatre, 10712 Richmond Hwy, Lorton. Doors
open 6 p.m., performance at 8 p.m. 703-550-
7384 or www.lazysusan.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 2
Friends of the Library Book Sale. 10 a.m.-6

p.m. Richard Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Proceeds help fund children’s
programs. rbfriends@gmail.com or 703-451-
8055.

PTA Holiday Vendor Fair. 6-9 p.m. West
Springfield Elementary School, 6802 Deland
Drive, Springfield. Home accessories, kitchen
wares, candles, scrapbooking supplies, clothing,
purses, books, jewelry and more. Free
admission. shaley@teknowizards.com or 703-
216-2005.

Virginia Opera: Hansel and Gretel. 8 p.m.
George Mason University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax.
Based on the Brothers Grimm fairy tale. Score by
Engelbert Humperdinck, sung in English with
English supertitles. $44-$86, youth through
grade 12 half price when accompanied by adult.
888-945-2468.

“Little Shop of Horrors.” 7 p.m. South County
Secondary School, 8501 Silverbrook Road,
Lorton. $8, $5 for senior citizens and students.
Discounted tickets available at
www.southcountytheatre.org.

“Summer Hydrangea” by Irene Tsai. The December Featured Artists and
Studio Exhibitions at the Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Road in
Lorton, will include a variety of works in oil and acrylic, glass, encaustic,
pen and ink, Chinese brush painting, mixed media, watercolor and
collage by local artists. www.WorkhouseArts.org.

Calendar

Send notes to the Connection at south@
connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-9416.
Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

Church of the Apostles, 3500 Pickett Road
in Fairfax, will offer “Facing Life’s Losses” on Nov.
30 and Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. This two-part seminar
is designed to be a safe environment to help people
learn how to process grief in a healthy way. Free
and open to the public. Register at
Info@ChurchoftheApostles.org or 703-591-1974.

Franconia United Methodist Church, 6037
Franconia Road in Alexandria, will celebrate Ad-
vent on Nov. 27, Dec. 4, Dec. 11 and Dec. 18 at the
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday Services. Sunday
School for all ages is at 9:45, and childcare is avail-
able 8:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. The church is
handicapped accessible, and assisted listening de-
vices are available. 703-971-5151 or
www.franconiaumc.org.

❖ Christmas Eve Services. 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ.

❖ Christmas Day Service. 11 a.m. Celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ.

❖ New Year’s Eve Watch Night. 11 p.m. Give
thanks for the blessings of the outgoing year and
praying for divine favor during the upcoming year.

The Immanuel Bible Church MOPS group
meets on Mondays from 7 to 9 p.m., at Immanuel
Bible Church, 6911 Braddock Road, Springfield.
MOPS is a group for pregnant or parenting moth-
ers of children from infancy to kindergarten.
703-922-4295 or www.MOPS.org.

The following is a list of events at Mount Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 4325 Chain Bridge Road,
Fairfax:

❖ Bible study and Prayer Service every Tuesday
starting at 7 p.m.

❖ Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., except for the
fourth Sunday of the month, when Sunday School
is at 9 a.m.

❖ Sunday morning service at 11 a.m.
❖ Commonwealth Care Center ministry every

first and third Thursday night. Call 703-273-1455.

Beth El Hebrew Congregation has services
on Fridays, 6:30 p.m. and on Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.
The temple is located at 3830 Seminary Road, Al-
exandria. Religious school is on Wednesday
evenings and Sunday mornings. Adult learning
opportunities take place throughout the year. Tot
Shabbat is on the first and third Saturdays. Kolot
Shabbat, a musical service, is the first Friday of the
month at 7:30 p.m., but is not available during the
summer. 703-370-9400 or www.bethelhebrew.org.

First Baptist Church of Springfield has
Sunday services at 10:30 a.m., Sunday school at
9:15 a.m., Hispanic worship service at 9 a.m., and
an Ethiopian service at 12:15 p.m. The pastor is Jim
Weaver. Church is located at 7300 Gary St., Spring-
field. 703-451-1500 or www.fbcspringfield.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church, located at
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers Sunday wor-
ship services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Nursery care
is provided. Christian education for all ages is at
9:45 a.m. 703-830-3175.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church,
located at 6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton, conducts
Sunday masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m. It also offers a Saturday vigil at
5:30 p.m. and a Thursday Latin mass at 7 p.m. 703-
817-1770 or www.st-andrew.org.

Messiah United Methodist Church is lo-
cated at 6215 Rolling Road, Springfield. For more
information, call 703-569-9862 or visit
www.messiahumc.org. Sunday Worship is at 8:15
a.m., with Holy Communion every Sunday; and
9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., Holy Communion on the
first Sunday of the month.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 8304
Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, offers casual
worship services on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
featuring contemporary music. More traditional
services take place on Sunday mornings at 8:15
and 11 a.m. Sunday School is at 9:45-10:45 a.m.
for children and adults. The church also offers dis-
cussion groups for adults. 703-451-5855 or
www.poplc.org.

Faith Notes
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News

By David Siegel

The Connection

A
 Holiday reminiscence of “deep
abiding love that stands the test
of time” is the description by
Stephanie Hearne for the Provi-

dence Players of Fairfax County upcoming,
family-friendly production of “It’s a Won-
derful Life: A Live Radio Play.”

With its warming atmosphere and fond
memories, “It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live
Radio Play” is Joe Landry’s adaptation of
the iconic Frank Capra film about what life
in small town might have been without a
particularly caring, solid citizen who was
helped to see his own value by a most un-
likely angel. In this adaptation, “it is an
ensemble of actors and one very clever
sound technician that tell the story as a ra-
dio play. It is not the film itself,” Brian
O’Connor the production director said.

An audience hit when performed last
December, the Providence Players are bring-
ing the show back again. In this production
the audience witnesses and becomes part
of a the golden age of radio of the 1940s,
when television did not exist and movies
were still mostly black and white. It is per-
formed as a live radio broadcast in front of

the theater audience who become the ra-
dio studio audience as they are seated
within the comfortable James Lee Commu-
nity Center Theater.

For those who saw last year’s production,
O’Connor indicated that there will be some
new cast members and a completely differ-
ent set design depicting the radio studio of
that time period. O’Connor added that the
multitude of bright, amusing sound effects
will still be heard and seen made as the cast
of 14, including three children, move about
the stage making entrances and exits
through multiple doors.

David Whitehead returns to the role of
George Bailey the central character, a man
on a journey of self-discovery of his value.
For Whitehead, his role gives the audience
the chance to take in “the great sense of
love” that characters have for each other.

Holiday Joy at James Lee
Community Center

Where and When
“It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play,” by

Providence Players of Fairfax County, at James
Lee Community Center Theater, 2855 Annandale
Road, Falls Church. Performances: Dec. 2-11,
2001. Friday and Saturday 7:30 p.m.; Saturday
& Sunday Matinees 2 p.m. Dec. 3, 4, 10 and 11,
and Sunday Matinee 5 p.m. Dec 11. Tickets: $15.
Call 703-425-6782 or visit
www.providenceplayers.org

Joseph LeBlanc and Don Neal
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Elise Welsh
and Blake

Phillips

19 states. Heartened by our success, SALT
(Social Action Linking Together) was
founded. When word spread of our tax-re-
moval success, SALT membership grew from
eight to more than 150. We now stand at
more than 1,000. SALT seeks to keep social
justice issues front-and-center at the Vir-
ginia General Assembly. One legislator told
me, ‘Whenever we have a hearing, if the
issue is for rich people, you can’t get in the
door. But when we’re talking about poor
folks, the room is empty.’ Encouraged, SALT
began diligently tackling new problems.
Legislators have said the thing they really
respect about SALT is that we’re not asking
anything for ourselves, but for those most
desperate and in the greatest need.”

— John Horejsi, Founder and

Coordinator of Social Action

Linking Together (SALT), Vienna

“The State of Oregon had their first, and
I think, only hurricane just a few weeks
before Thanksgiving in 1962. I was in the
middle of a divorce and had four children,
ages 10, 8, 6 and 4 months. There were no
systems then to alert you of bad weather
and, of course, no cell phones. Pretty soon
after the winds and rain started, the elec-
tricity and phones were out. I started a fire
in the fireplace, not knowing that it would
be our only source of heat for four to six
weeks. Thanksgiving was fast approaching
and I was still warming baby bottles by the
fire, and cars were unable to get out of our
neighborhood because of the downed trees.
My neighbor, Ralph, came over, opened the
dining room window, and shot two quails
that were in our backyard. The electricity
finally came back on to cook the birds, but
we still were unable to drive out of the
neighborhood. Thanks to Ralph, that was
our Thanksgiving dinner that year.”

— Jan Madden, Greenspring

resident, Springfield

“I always wanted to create a place here
where kids could be inspired and submit
films and nurture their abilities. It was
something I wished I was involved in when
I was younger. When I graduated, I thought
I was far off from creating something that
was such a big idea in my head. When I
started the Clifton Film Fest, I never real-
ized that the reward would not be money,
or even people enjoying an event, but the
greatest reward of all was gaining an inter-
est and keeping up with the people who
were involved. I saw these filmmakers
quickly grow within three years and make
huge strides. One filmmaker, Dillon Meyer,
is attending Virginia Commonwealth’s film
school. Nick Sampson designed a cartoon
that was featured on Nickelodeon’s Yo
Gabba Gabba! First-year patrons became
filmmakers of their own. I am overjoyed to
have gotten to know them and be able to
follow their exciting journey. I look forward
to surrounding myself with new creative

people from the area in the coming years
by fostering their ability at the festival.”

— Dani Weinburg, founder of

Clifton Film Fest, Fairfax

Station

“While I stepped down as director of
ECHO (Ecumenical Communities Helping
Others) two years ago, my husband and I
still spend a great deal of time working
there. It’s kind of our ‘home away from
home.’ Quite recently, a volunteer came to
me and said a person was asking to see Pat.
I went out to greet our former client, who
gave me a big hug…She had started a small
business and recently hired several people.
When I congratulated her and then asked
what brought her back to ECHO, she said
she’d come with another young woman who
needed help. She said since ECHO had
helped her, she had convinced the friend
that ECHO would be willing and able to
help her also. What a treat to see someone
now recovering from ‘tough times,’ and
reaching out to help someone else…

Another evening I was at the donation
door and a beautifully dressed professional-
appearing woman came in to see if she
could make a financial contribution, and of
course, we said ‘certainly.’ She proceeded
to write a check in the amount of $10,000.
When I expressed concern that she might
have erred and meant a thousand, she de-
murred, saying, ‘ECHO helped me when I
needed it most and I just want to give back
a little.’”

— Pat Gauthier, former direc-

tor and 40-year volunteer of

ECHO, Burke

“I serve as a literacy volunteer for a
woman in her sixties. In her life-long
struggle to read, K. has faced a multitude
of obstacles: from no childhood education,
to dyslexia and other learning disabilities,
to allergies that impede her processing, to
a vocabulary limited by her status as a non-
native English speaker. When we met she
didn’t know words like ‘pond’ or ‘planet’
because she only knew what she needed for
a life around her house. These struggles do
not indicate low intelligence. K. speaks four
languages, cooks without recipes, and sews
without patterns. She also ran a childcare
business for years. I’m proud that after six
determined years together, K. can read at
the third grade level — no small feat. By
reading signs, early reader books, and mail,
her vocabulary grows steadily, opening the
world to her one millimeter at a time. I do
not know how far K. will go, but I do know
that she will never give up. When she reads
or writes something correctly, she gives me
a thumbs-up and whispers, ‘yes!’ When she
makes an error, she slaps her forehead and
laughs.

She laughs.
And that is her gift to me.”

— Deb Werrlein, literacy volun-

teer for Our Daily Bread, Vienna

From Page 6

Inspired to Give
Opinion
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LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $65

Houses $125
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Construction Fuel Truck 

Driver

Tanker, HAZMAT and TWIC  required. 
100-year-old stable company. Demanding 
physical labor. 3yers experience preferred. 

Djones@tayloroilco.com or 
Bschwinn@tayloroilco.com

Immediate Opening!

Auto Dent Tech

Dent Wizard, the world leader in 
paintless dent removal is seeking an 
experienced auto dent tech to work 
in dealerships/bodyshops through-
out the  Springfield/Arlington area. 
Candidate must have 2-3 years of 
PDR experience. Must pass back-
ground/drug test and have valid DL. 
Great pay, benefits, medical, dental, 
co car, 401k, vacation & more. 
PLease call Ryan at 609-954-0628 
to schedule interview or apply online 
at www.dentwizard.com

PromoWorks is actively seeking motivated,
energetic, engaging, sales driven individuals to
conduct in-store sampling events. Please visit us
at www.promoworks.com and follow the four easy
steps outlined below if you are interested in
becoming a PromoWorks Engagement Specialist.

1) Select Careers at the bottom left of the page.
2) Click on Engagement Specialist.
3) Click on the “Apply Now!” button.
4) If you receive a Security Warning or Alert window,
    please select yes to continue to the assessment page.

PromoWorks
Engagement Specialist

Love to Decorate?
Decorating Den Interiors was chosen Best
of the Best by Entrepreneur Magazine. Home
based, flexible schedule, low overhead,
wholesale accounts. Call for more information on
how you can turn your passion into a business.

703-239-8112
www.Decoratingden.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Need help wrapping those last minute presents,
or just want to get done early? Wrap It Up can
provide all the supplies, or use yours. Just tell
us what you want! Flexible pricing and
scheduling, no job too large or too small!

Call 703-424-1098 or e-mail WrapItUp2011@gmail.com
for more information.

108 Personal Services 108 Personal Services

4 RE for Sale

FIXER UPPER
Bargains, lowest prices.  
These homes need work.  
Call for a free list w/pics.
www.metrolivinginfo.com
Free recorded message

1-800-216-5723
ID# 1048

REVEALED
Free Report reviews 7 

Costly Mistakes to Avoid 
Before Selling Your 

Home.
www.metrolivinginfo.com
Free recorded message

1-800-216-5723
ID# 1048

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Monty’s Steakhouse & 
Lounge, Inc trading as Monty’s 
Steakhouse, 8426 Old Keene 
Mill Road, Springfield, VA 
22152. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a Wine and Beer on 
Premises and Mixed Beverag-
es on Premises license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic bev-
erages. Mandana Montazami, 
President

ABC LICENSE
Pizzacolli, Inc trading as 

Angelicos La Pizzeria, 10869 
Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax, VA 

22030. The above 
establishment is applying to 

the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for a Wine and 
Beer on/off Premises license 

to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Damla Mehtap 

Kamis, owner - president

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056
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Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Member Nari/NVBIA/HBAV
Lead Safe &

Certified Green Builder

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements

Pre-holiday Sale
$500.00 off Remodeling

Design, Ends 2011.

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE
Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

For a job Well Done... Call 703-314-4411
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed and Insured

Interior & Exterior Painting • Custom Painting
Drywall/Finish • Power Washing • Gutter/Window Cleaning
Rotten Wood Repair • Wallpaper Removal • Light Carpentry

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes
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www.CyndeeJulian.com

CYNDEE JULIAN
703-201-5834

Success Built on Trust through Excellent Service!

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421
Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Ann Witherspoon
703-503-1836

CRS, Associate Broker
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member, NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com

Cell: 703-618-4397

BETTY BARTHLE
703-425-4466

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com • website: www.bettybarthle.com

ann.witherspoon@longandfoster.com

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

www.AmandaScott.net
working with your interests at heart…

Fairfax $375,000
Newly updated
3BR/2.55BA townhome
features updated kitchen
with 42” cabinets & gran-
ite, hardwood floors,
updated baths, new LL
carpeting, and scenic
views from all living
areas. Newly replaced
windows and beautiful
doors. Vacation at home
on the 2 tiered deck over-
looking Royal Lake. Don’t
wait, won’t last!

Centreville/Virginia Run
Rental: $3000

Short term – 7 months
Beautifully renovated 3 finished level
colonial home. Gourmet kitchen with
“Wolf” appliances. Luxury master
bath. Lower level media area/rec
rm/guest rm and full bath. Rear deck-
ing overlooks open common area. 4/5
bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, 2 car garage.

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

$534,900
Immaculate &
Ready to Move
Into Nestled in a
Sought After
Community – 4
BR, 3 1/2 BA, 3
Beautifully
Finished Levels –

Hardwood Floors on All Levels – Recently Finished
Lower Level with Many Must-See Surprises – Home has a
Large Flat Back Yard & is Located on Quiet Cul-de-Sac –
Don’t Pass This One Up!
Call or Email ANN WITHERSPOON @ 703.503.1836 -

Ann.witherspoon@longandfoster.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to http://searchvirginia.listingbook.com

PAM BOE, CRS
703-503-1888
boe.pam@gmail.com
PamBoe.com
NVAR Top Producer
NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Club
Life Member L&F Chairman’s Club

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

Visit my Website at
DianeSundt.LNF.com

Broadlands
Ashburn $629,900
Beautiful home
surrounded by
common area in
Broadlands South.
Over 4000 fin-
ished square feet
featuring 4 spa-
cious upper level

bedrooms and a loft tech center while the main level
offers a wonderful family room with gas fireplace and
walls of windows and a kitchen made for cooking and
entertaining. The lower level is a must see with custom
bar, media room and more.

Lorton  $479,000
WOW! Gorgeous sin-
gle family home, 3BR,
3.5 BAs, gleaming
hardwoods on 2 lev-
els! Open floor plan,
morning room, fully
finished lower level
and 2 car garage!
Beautifully decorated,
move in ready!  Walk
to Lorton Town
Center with the VRE,
shops, restaurants,
and more!

Heritage Hunt Golf
& Country Club
55+ $349,900

GORGEOUS LIGHT-
FILLED HOME ON
SECLUDED LOT! Main
lvl living, huge master
suite w/walk-in clst,  2
BR, 2 BA, kit w/upgraded
appls & cherry cabinets,

brkfst bar, brkfst area w/pantry, neutral cpt, dining rm w/chair
rail, den, bright unfin LL w/BA rough-in & workshop, landscpd
yd w/fence & sprinkler syst, back porch to enjoy the view, 2 car
gar. HOA inc. phone.TV, trash, fitness & pool (age 50+ OK)
See all active HH listings at www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

Burke Centre
$549,900

Beautifully
updated, 5 BR,
3.5 BA, kit
w/granite &
Brkfst bar,
Bathrms
w/granite top
vanities, MBR

suite w/dressing area, vanity & WIC, liv rm, din rm,
fam rm w/gas fpl, moldg, ceil/fans, BONUS
nanny/teen suite w/kitchen, wkshop, deck, fen/yd
backs to trees, 2 car gge, FIOS, Burke Conserv. ameni-
ties. Nr. Ft Belvoir, VRE, Pentagon bus & NCE bdg.
MOVE-IN READY! Call for more info.

U
N
D
ER

C
O
N
TR

AC
T

BURKE
$589,999

GORGEOUS
5 bedroom
home back-
ing to
wooded com-
mon area.
Freshly
painted.
Newer win-
dows.

Beautiful Brazilian Cherry hardwood floors. Lg
updated eat-in kitchen. Finished walk out basement.
Great neighborhood & schools.

Call Diane at 703-615-4626

Clifton  $749,550
Horse Lovers...do
not miss this beauty.
5 acres, 4 Stall
Barn, Creek runs
across back of
property. Beautiful
Brick Front

Colonial Home, Interior Boasts many updates, 3 BR’s
(Upper level Library could be 4th BR), 2 full & 2 Half
Baths, Partially finished W/O  Lower Level. Let me wel-
come you to this Quiet Charming Neighborhood, Lovely
Tree Lined Streets, Enjoy the Nature & Splendor of the
Seasons, this lovely home awaits you. Call Sheila Adams
for a private showing 703-503-1895

Fairfax Station
Barrington $799,900

Price Reduced! GORGEOUS 5 BR /
4.5 BA Renaissance built home w/
custom touches throughout!
GOURMET kitchen w/ Travertine
floors & SS appliances! Extra Large
Dining Room! UPDATED bathrooms
& LARGE bedrms!  Fully finished,
walk-out basement! 6,500+ Sq Ft!
Backs to PARKLAND!

Fairfax
Station

$815,000
Space, space
and more
space!
Beautiful
Berry built
home in
SOUTH RUN!

Updated and renovated throughout, kitchen and bath-
rooms redone – vaulted ceilings, study/main level bed-
room with full bath. In addition to 5 bedrooms and 4
full baths, the walkout basement is fully finished.
Multiple decks, treed fenced rear lot and 2 car garage!
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