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News
Arlington Connection Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or arlington@connectionnewspapers.com

The Arlington County
Police Department’s Homi-
cide/Robbery Unit is seek-
ing the public’s help to
identify a man who robbed
an Arlington bank on Fri-
day, Dec. 9.

The suspect entered the
Presidential Bank in the
1700 block of North Moore
Street at approximately
1:55 p.m. He approached a
teller, announced the rob-
bery and demanded money. After
receiving the cash, the suspect fled
on foot towards the Metro Station.

 The suspect is described as in
his mid 20’s, white or Hispanic
male, 5’5” to 5’6” with a thin build.
At the time of the robbery he wore
a black-hooded sweatshirt with
red and white lettering, tan pants

and light colored shoes.
Anyone who has information

about this robbery or the identity
of the suspect is asked to call the
Arlington County Police Depart-
ment at 703-558-2222, or Detec-
tive Gary Skeens 703-228-4166.
Skeens can also be reached by
email at gskeen@arlingtonva.us.

Bank robbery suspect

Arl1214-601  15x12

Police Investigate Bank Robbery
See Effort,  Page 4

By Michael McMorrow

The Connection

E
ach second Saturday in December, the
world’s longest parade celebrating veter-
ans ends at Arlington National Cemetery.

From Northern Maine to Northern Virginia, a
week-long convoy of trucks invites spectators to
“Remember, Honor, Teach:” Remember those who
have fallen in service to our nation, Honor those
still serving and Teach everyone, especially chil-
dren, the lesson that freedom is never free.

Twenty years ago, Morrill Worcester and his wife
Karen found “leftover” wreaths in their warehouse
as the holiday season wound down in Harrington,
Maine. Morrill recalled the impression made by
Arlington National Cemetery during a visit many
years earlier. He arranged for trucks and arrived
to place wreaths beside headstones. Word spread,

one photograph of headstones and wreaths in the
snow went viral on the web and “Wreaths Across
America” was born.

Two decades later, an estimated 15,000 volun-
teers appeared at dawn to place 85,000 wreaths
in Arlington National Cemetery. At the same time,
wreaths were being distributed in each of the hun-
dreds of cemeteries managed by the Department
of Veterans Affairs and at numerous memorials
from Bunker Hill to Pearl Harbor.

In a brief assembly behind the Tomb of the Un-
knowns, Karen Worcester said that the large num-
ber of wreaths can be overwhelming, and placing
one can become an impersonal act. When setting
down a wreath, she continued, the right thing is
to stop and reflect on the sacrifice of the one
named on that headstone. The deceased person
will be better honored, and the person visiting will
better appreciate the freedoms we all enjoy.

Volunteers place a wreath on soldiers’ graves during
the annual Wreaths Across America wreath-laying at
Arlington National Cemetery on Dec. 10.

Hazel Osea and her son
Nathan Ong volunteer at
the annual wreath-laying.

Wreathes emphasize
“Remember, Honor,
Teach.”

To Learn More
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org contains the history

of the organization, educational materials and sugges-
tions for activities throughout the year.

Photos by LaShawn Avery-Simons/The Connection

Appreciation for veterans
on display.

Holiday Sadness and Pride

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

A
lexandria and Arlington
currently have two
separate court systems.
That may change in the

near future as members of the
General Assembly consider reor-
ganizing the court system to save
money and reallocate the
workload for judges.

The effort to merge the two
Northern Virginia court systems
began quietly last year, when Del.
Bill Janis (R-56) and Sen. John
Edwards (D-21) introduced legis-
lation that would have merged the
courts for Arlington and Alexan-
dria. The discussion took place
against a backdrop of a Circuit
Court vacancy in Alexandria,
which some members were reluc-
tant to fill because they were ad-
vocating merging the two courts.
That issue was resolved when
members decided to ask the Su-
preme Court of Virginia to conduct
a review, which was recently re-
leased. That report dismisses the
idea of merging the courts in fa-
vor of creating an overlay that
would move judges from over-
worked courts to ones with fewer
actions.

“I don’t think overlay is going to
work,” said Del. David Albo (R-
42), chairman of the Courts of

Justice committee in the House of
Delegates. “I just don’t think the
courts are going to say, ‘Oh you can
take our judge.’ It’s not realistic.”

Now, members of the General
Assembly are preparing for an-
other session just as two more va-
cancies have opened in Arlington,
one on the Circuit Court and an-
other on the General District
Court. The Circuit Court was al-
ready down a judge before the re-
tirement of Judge James Almond,
so a consensus seems to have al-
ready developed to fill that posi-
tion. But with money tight and
efforts to reorganize the court still
lingering, the effort to fill the seat
of retiring General District Court
Judge Dorothy Clarke may end up
being an uphill battle for the Ar-
lington delegation.

“I’ll be fighting to fill both of the
positions,” said Del. Patrick Hope
(D-47). “The caseloads warrant
that these positions be filled.”

THE EFFORT to merge courts in
Virginia goes back many years.
Before the current discussions in
Richmond, the last time it was se-
riously debated was during a re-
organization of the court system
in the 1970s. At the time, some
were eager to merge smaller
courts such as Arlington and Al-
exandria so that the circuits would

Merged Justice
Effort to merge Arlington
and Alexandria courts
to continue into next year.
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News

be more similar in size. But the Byrd ma-
chine, which had dominated Virginia poli-
tics for 50 years, opposed the move because
much of the organization’s power flowed
through the court system.

“The Byrd machine, or what was left of it
at the time, was solidly against any kind of
effort to merge the courts,” said retired
Judge Daniel Fairfax O’Flaherty. “They liked
things the way they were.”

The machine got its way, although the
organization soon fell from power. In re-
cent years, legislators in Richmond have
been wondering if the caseloads in Arling-

ton and Alexandria really warrant two sepa-
rate courts. But a review of caseload data
is difficult for a number of reasons.

“People tend to file a lot more pro se di-
verse cases in Alexandria rather than Ar-
lington, for example,” said Hope. “And then
there a number of ways the courts tend to
record cases that creates a problem when
comparing one circuit to another.”

For example, some courts count child cus-
tody hearings as one continuous case be-
ginning with a divorce. Other courts close
the divorce case and open new custody
cases. As a result, the Supreme Court has
embarked on a study to determine a
“weighted court average” to determine

which courts are overworked and which
ones can handle an increased load. That
study isn’t expected until next year, when
the debate about merging Alexandria and
Arlington’s court system is likely to erupt
again.

“We’ve been lobbied heavily by judges
and attorneys about this,” said Del. David
Englin (D-45). “The overwhelming consen-
sus is that combining the two courts would
be a bad idea, so I’m inclined to vote
against it.”

IN THE MEANTIME, Arlington has two
vacancies in the upcoming General Assem-
bly session. Members say the Circuit Court

vacancy is certain to be filled because that
court is already down one judge. But the
General District Court vacancy may not be
filled this session because other courts also
have vacancies to fill. And with the effort
to merge Arlington and Alexandria still
floating around in the General Assembly,
spending money on a position that could
be eventually vaporized could be perceived
as a waste of money.

“The numbers say that Alexandria is busy,
but my eyeballs tell me that Alexandria isn’t
busy at all,” said Albo. “But we don’t want
to take action on what my eyeballs are tell-
ing me, so we’ll wait for the numbers to
come out.”

Effort To Merge Arlington and Alexandria Courts To Continue

Volunteers from the
Belleview Forest Garden Club
will be fanning out this week
among the neighborhood’s 415
homes and seven miles of
streets to nominate the most
notable of the season’s holiday
decorations for further recogni-
tion on Dec. 19.

For the 16th year in a row,
the Garden Club and the
neighborhood’s Civic Associa-
tion will recognize neighbors’
efforts to brighten the holi-
days, narrowing the initial
nominees for winner and run-
ner-up awards in six catego-
ries: block or cul de sac, door,
use of lights, use of natural
material, dramatic and whim-
sical. Winners from among the
nominees will be selected by a

separate panel of judges. With
professional design by artist
neighbors Alyce and Robert
Lovelace, posters encouraging
participation are up through-
out Belleview Forest.

The civic-minded club fre-
quently is active in and out of
the 73-year-old neighborhood,
which lies between Military
Road, Donaldson Run and Gulf
Branch. In addition to trips to
notable gardens, members have
donated to Arlington Hospital’s
annual trips to aid the needy in
Honduras and last month col-
lected and gave 98 pounds of
food for Thanksgiving baskets
to the Arlington Food Assis-
tance Center. Another collection
for AFAC is scheduled before
Christmas.

Celebrating Holiday Spirit

Lael Yudain of Belleview Forest Garden Club deco-
rates the marker of the 73-year-old neighborhood
for the holidays.

By Michael McMorrow

The Connection

A
n odd sign stands at the
corner of North
Stafford and 21st Street
in Cherrydale.

Although one parent’s name ap-
pears on its face, that parent has
no recollection of its offspring. The
adoptive parent is little better:
Only a single mention, dating to
1984, could be found.

The organization named on the
sign, Arlingtonians for a Clean
Environment (ACE), has no
memories of its birth. On request,
ACE’s Executive Director Elenor
Hodges searched albums of files,
but nothing was found.

Records of the Cherrydale Citi-
zens Association contain but a
single mention of the sign, and
that was uncovered in the Central

small cherry orchard was planted. However, an eld-
erly woman tore out all the saplings. Her explana-
tion was that children might fall and be hurt as the
trees matured. The idea of an orchard was scrapped.
Finally, Korns notes the Fourth of July celebration at
the corner has grown over the years into an impor-
tant community tradition.

Layla Hogan is one-half the team  — with her hus-
band, Marty — currently serving as lot caretaker.
“There is not much to do,” she said, “just cut the grass,
pick up a few branches and water the young trees.”
She also volunteers how much neighbors enjoy the
Fourth of July gathering.

Asked about any unusual event concerning the lot,
Hogan said, “Yes, something sad. Around the end of
last October, County workers appeared to remove the
one-and-only child’s swing that had been in place for
at least eight years. There had been no problem in
all that time and the children really enjoyed it. Asked
why the order had been issued, the crew had no idea.
Then they cut down the swing. Neighbors note its
absence and ask ‘why,’ but nobody knows the answer.
Everyone is upset about it.”

On a limb high above the well-tended lot, turns of
rope are visible. They remind neighbors of how spe-
cial this place has become to their community.

Cherrydale residents maintain site.
Orphan Sign on ‘Adopted Lot’

The bitter end of the swing.
The orphaned sign
on the lot.
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Library’s Virginia Room. Named “Sweet and Sour
News,” the association’s newsletter for October 1984
states that the lot is the second “adopted” and main-
tained by members. Kathy Holt, association histo-
rian, recalls that residents kept the lot in good order
even before the sign was erected.

Several individuals are thanked in that newsletter
for maintaining the plot. Thomas H. Korns still re-
sides nearby. He arrived during 1979 when neigh-
borhood conservation was coming into itsown and
ACE was attracting community support.

“The corner lot was [and is] owned by the County
as a ‘leftover’ from street work or other public project.
We wanted to preserve it as open space. One way to
achieve that was to tend the plot in the name of the
association, so I trimmed plants and cut grass for
about a dozen years,” Korns said. With mixed pride
and amusement, he points to the back of the sign
where names of three caretakers over a quarter cen-
tury are inscribed, his heading the list.

KORNS RECALLS several events concerning the
corner lot. One is the discussion leading to the de-
sign on the sign: A bough laden with cherries repre-
senting the namesake neighborhood. Another in-
volves plantings. Again reflecting the area’s name, a
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  On his 3rd tour in Iraq in 2008, Spc. Josh Schictl was
driving a Humvee which was hit by two IED’s. He suffered
life-threatening injuries to his face and head.  Despite the
quick work of medics, Spc. Schictl lost his right  eye and
nine teeth. Nearly all of the bones in his face were broken
but were stabilized before transport to Walter Reed Medical
Center. He also suffered a TBI.

  Wounded warriors and their families struggle for years
to recover physically, emotionally and financially from
the sacrifices they make in wartime. Operation Homefront
seeks to walk with them on their journey and ease the
hardships they face. The DC Metro Chapter assisted
Josh and Emily with transitional housing, household
furnishings, holiday gifts and grocery gift cards during
these difficult times.

  There are many ways you can work with the DC Metro
Chapter to assist local military families like Josh and Emily.

  People  ask us everyday how they can show their apprecia-
tion and gratitude for the sacrifices made by military families.
One way you can do this is to let the DC Metro Chapter fill the
gap for military families as they adjust to the ‘new normal’
after being deployed or wounded in combat. Send your tax
deductible donation before Dec. 31st to help us meet next
year’s needs.

Send your donations to:
Operation Homefront DC Metro

PO Box 650220
Sterling, VA 20165
703-421-9033
301-722-2440

or visit us online to donate at
www.operationhomefront.net/dcmetro

or tag your donations with
the catchphrase “support our troops”

Business

“Flourishing After 55” from Arlington’s
Office of Senior Adult Programs for Dec.
27-10.

Arlington County senior cen-
ters: Aurora Hills, 735 S. 18th St.;
Walter Reed, 2909 S. 16th St.;
Culpepper Garden, 4435 N. Pershing
Dr.; Langston-Brown, 2121 N. Culpeper
St.; Lee, 5722 Lee Hwy.; Arlington Mill
at Fairlington, 3308 S. Stafford St.; also
Madison Community Center, 3829 N.
Stafford St.; TJ Comm. Center, 3501 S.
2nd St.

Arlington County senior centers
will be closed Monday, Dec. 26

Senior trip: Thursday, Dec. 29,
Hollywood Casino, Charles Town, WV,
$30. Call Arlington County 55+ Travel,
703-228-4748. Registration required.

Table tennis, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.,
Tuesday, Dec. 27, Walter Reed. Free.

Register, 703-228-0955.
Pickleball, beginners, 11 a.m. – 3

p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 27, Walter Reed.
Free with 55+ Pass. Register, 703-228-
0955.

Indoor walking program, 9:30 a.m.,
Tuesday, Dec. 27, Langston-Brown.
Free. Details, 703-228-6300.

Low impact aerobics, 9:30 a.m.,
Tuesday, Dec. 27, Aurora Hills. $60/15
sessions. Register, 703-228-5722.

Register for Arlington County 55+
Pass, $20 annual fee, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.,
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 703-228-4744.

Strength training with weights,
Friday, Dec. 30,  9 a.m., TJ. $60/15 ses-
sions or $4 per drop in. Details,
703-228-4745.

Weekly bicycle ride, 9 a.m., Wednes-
day, Dec. 28, starts at Bluemont Park.
Free. Details, 703-228-4745.

Flourishing after 55

Know of something missing from Busi-
ness Notes? Send it to The Arlington
Connection, e-mail it to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is 2 p.m. the Thursday before
publication. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with any questions.

Skanska USA’s commercial devel-
opment business unit in Washington,
D.C., announced that it has secured the
first lease at the project known as 1776
Wilson Blvd., Arlington, with the Na-
tional Association of Chain Drug Stores.
The National Association of Chain Drug
Stores (NACDS) represents traditional
drug stores, supermarkets, and mass
merchants with pharmacies – from re-
gional chains with four stores to
national companies.  They will occupy
21,605 square feet on the second floor
beginning in October of 2012.

AECOM of Arlington won a Grand
Award in the statewide 2012 Engineer-
ing Excellence Awards competition for
its design and construction of the $24.4
million Museum Support Center at Fort
Belvoir. The 124,000-square-foot mu-
seum obtains, transfers, records, stores
and protects the country’s Army artifacts
such as paintings, clothing and weap-
ons, as well as rare historical documents
and records.

The Long & Foster Companies is
participating in its 21st year with the
Marine Toys for Tots Foundation’s toy
collection drive. In past years, Long &
Foster has collected thousands of toys at
its corporate headquarters and many real
estate offices throughout the company’s
seven-state Mid-Atlantic region and the
District of Columbia. Community mem-
bers may also drop off new, unwrapped
toys at neighborhood Long & Foster sales
offices prior to Dec. 16.

Bean, Kinney & Korman, P.C., of
Arlington announced the addition of
Rachelle E. Hill as associate to the firm.
Hill will focus her practice in litigation.
Prior to joining Bean Kinney, Hill was a
litigation associate for Charapp & Weiss,
LLP, primarily practicing in employment
and commercial litigation.

Bean, Kinney & Korman, P.C., of
Arlington announced that four of its
attorneys — Jonathan C. Kinney (Real
Estate category), James W. Korman
(Family Law), Carol Schrier Polak (Fam-
ily Law), and James R. Schroll
(Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights)
— have been selected as 2011 Virginia
Super Lawyers. Super Lawyers is a rat-
ing service of outstanding lawyers from
more than 70 practice areas who have
attained a high degree of peer recogni-
tion and professional achievement. The
selection process is multi-phased and
includes independent research, peer
nominations and peer evaluations.

Engineering Services Network
Inc. of Arlington moved up to the No.
133 position in the prestigious Top 500
List of Hispanic-owned U.S. businesses
by Hispanic Business magazine. Presi-
dent and CEO Raymond F. Lopez, Jr.
credited customer satisfaction coupled
with ESN’s mission to work “shoulder to
shoulder” with its customers for ESN’s
continued growth despite the nation’s
economic recession and negative market
conditions.

Tahiya Kettles has joined Cardi-
nal Bank as assistant vice president,
manager of Cardinal’s Arlington office,
located at 2100 Glebe Road. Kettles suc-
ceeds longtime manager, Lachi
Morrison, who recently retired from
Cardinal.

Sandy Spring Bank has expanded
its presence in Northern Virginia by
opening a new office in Arlington. This
office is located at 550 N. Quincy Street
near the Ballston Shopping Center. Tra-
ditional bank products are available as
well as mortgage, investment, insur-
ance, and asset management services.
Swati Sharma, assistant vice president
and Arlington community office man-
ager, and her team are ready to serve.

Capital Cat Clinic of Arlington
has earned accreditation following a
thorough evaluation by the American
Animal Hospital Association (AAHA)
that included a quality assessment re-
view of the hospital’s practice protocols,
medical equipment, facility and client
service.

Betsy Frantz, president and CEO of
Leadership Arlington, received national
recognition for her outstanding contri-
butions to the Arlington community
with the prestigious “Preceptor Award,”
given by the Association of Leadership
Professionals (ALP). This award goes to
the head of a community leadership or-
ganization who has “achieved a new
standard of excellence.”  The recipients
of the Preceptor Award are “leaders
among leaders” chosen from hundreds
of submissions throughout the country.

The KAMAK agricultural cooperative
in Cavaillon, Haiti, and its U.S. partner,
the Haiti Committee of St. Charles
Borromeo Parish in Arlington, re-
cently won a $20,000 matching grant
from Catholic Relief Services. The co-op
will use the funds primarily to purchase
agricultural equipment.

GHT Limited of Arlington, a lead-
ing D.C. metro area mechanical,
electrical, and plumbing engineering
firm, announces 11 promotions among
its talented staff and is hiring four ad

See Business,  Page 11
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Holiday Gift Guide

Samantha Pigott and Beth Chapman of Green
Country Design & Trim of Berryville, Va., create

a custom holiday centerpiece at the Holiday Craft
House on Saturday afternoon, Dec. 10.

A child’s quilt by Elizabeth
Stiles.

Tea towels hand-woven by Rita
Cohen.

Cheese platter made
from recycled liquor
bottle by Vienna, Va.,
artist Mary Ellen
Larkin.

Pottery by Arlington artist
Laurie Erdman.

Pottery by Arlington artist Dana Lehrer Danze.

Laughing Moon Artworks by

Annie Lunsford.

 One of a selection of
baskets by Barbara Weber.

A pinecone and nut wreath
by Painter.

Woven satchels by
handweaver Rita Cohen.

A hand-turned bowl by Paul
Schweisthal.

Cake or pie servers by Melanie
Barry of Entertaining Designs.

Hand-woven scarves and knitted
socks by handweaver Rita Cohen.

Crafty Holidays
T

he Hendry House at Fort C.F. Smith Park in Arlington is
hosting its sixth annual Holiday House — a juried arts and
crafts sale by local artisans. The show runs through Dec.
18. The weekend hours

are Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday
hours are noon to 8 p.m. There is
a children’s corner with items
priced under $15. Fort C.F.
Smith Park is located at 2411
N. 24th St., Arlington.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

The Connection
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When you can’t bear
thinking about finding

the perfect gift!
Stop in today and see our

GUND® collection!

Holiday Gift Guide

See Holiday Calendar,  Page 9

Drew Welke, an in-home pet care specialist at Dogs Paws ‘n Cat Claws
University, walks a client’s best friend.

Laura Hutchison, a sales associate
at the Marketplace & Adoption
Center, suggests holiday-themed
pet clothes as ideal presents for the
holidays. Other presents include
catnip stuffed banana toys for cats,
and all natural bully sticks and
venison antlers for dogs.

Pet gifts for pet people.

Over the Holidays, Don’t Forget One’s Best Friend

By Montie Martin

The Connection

C
onsider picking up a gift this
holiday season that delights
both animals and their people.
From venison antlers for dogs

to jumbo bananas filled with catnip for the
feline affiliated, there is a range of goodies
and services that fit every budget.

This year’s trending dog toys include veni-
son and elk antlers, an all-natural product
that lasts longer than conventional bones.
Unlike bones or rawhide that splinter and
are not wholly digestible, antlers stay fresh
and are reasonably priced at most pet stores.

“Antlers are harder and are good for a
tough chewer,” said Laura Hutchison, a
sales associate at the Marketplace & Adop-
tion Center. “A great present would be
something to keep the animals busy when
having visitors.”

All natural bully sticks and baked goods
also make for excellent gifts when visiting
friends and family over the holidays.

Gifts for people include breed specific la-
bels and magnets that show off animal pride,
and can be professionally wrapped which
makes life a little easier for the holidays.

Families looking for companionship can
also consider adding a feline attraction for
the holiday season. The Marketplace &
Adoption Center hosts cat events every
weekend, where questions can be answered
regarding a loving friend that can find a new
home.

The gift of a professional dog walk or
home visit can give friends or family a
chance to enjoy an evening without con-
cern for their furry loved ones.

“People want to take care of their pets, if
a friend goes out of town on vacation you
could give an overnight visit,” said Drew
Welke, an in home pet care specialist at Dog
Paws ‘n Cat Claws University. “You can give
a friend a date night, so they don’t have to
worry about coming home early”.

A professional pet sitter is an ideal gift
for the holidays, especially for those who
plan to stay out late for Christmas and New
Year’s.

Pet gifts for people can be purchased at
most stores up to Christmas Eve, an added
bonus for last minute shoppers looking for
the “purr-fect” gift.

The Gift of a Worry-Free Evening
The Dogs Paws ‘n Cat Claws University offers pet sitters as gifts over the holidays. For more

information call 703-931-5057 or visit pdncc.com.
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NOW THROUGH TO DEC. 18
“The Christmas Cabin of Carnaween.”

Tickets are $15/adults; $12/students, seniors.
Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 2, 9, 16 at 7:30 p.m.;
Dec. 3, 10, 17 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 4 at
2 p.m.; Dec. 11 and 18 at 2 and 4 p.m. At
ArtSpace Falls Church, 410 South Maple Ave.,
Falls Church. Visit www.creativecauldron.org or
call  571-239-5288.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 24
“Holiday Follies.” Part of Signature Theatre’s

Cabaret Series. Single tickets for $35. Call
Ticketmaster at 703-573-SEAT (7328) or the
Signature Box Office at 703-820-9771. At
Signature’s ARK Theatre. Visit www.signature-
theatre.org.

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
WIT Holiday Party. 6 to 8:30 p.m. Connect with

Women in Technology colleagues and win prizes
all while supporting the efforts of The Women in
Technology Education Foundation (WITEF).
Cost is $45/members; $65/non-members. At the
Gannett Building. Visit
www.womenintechnology.org.

DEC. 16 AND DEC. 17
Holiday Art Show and Sale. An exhibit at the

Arlington Artists Alliance. At the Fairlington
Community Center. Features oil paintings,
watercolors, acrylics, pastels and sculpture. The
artist’s reception is Friday, Dec. 16 from 6 to

8:30 p.m. The show will be open Friday, Dec. 16
at 3 p.m.; and Saturday, Dec. 17 from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. At 3308 S. Stafford St., Arlington. Visit
www.arlingtonartistsalliance.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 17
Art+Wine Bazaar. Noon to 6 p.m. An afternoon

of artisans and a sommelier to benefit the
Arlington Food Assistance Center. Wine tickets
will be sold to benefit AFAC and local artisans
will sell their art ranging from fused glass,
pottery, photography, jewelry and paintings. A
silent auction will also be held. Sponsored by
AFAC, Green Drinks Arlington. Held at Arbour
Realty, 875 N. Randolph St., Suite C, Arlington.
Call Genevieve Concannon at 512-767-3002

SUNDAY/DEC. 18
Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic. 3

p.m. Conducted by U.S. James, presenting
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake Suite, Wagner’s
Siegfried Idyll, Zwillich’s Bassoon Concerto with
bassoonist Arnold Irchai, Christopher Weiss’
Voice of the Unknown Soldier, and a Christmas
carol sing-along. There is a 2:15 p.m. pre-
concert lecture at both concerts with Dr.
Stephen Bertino. At Bishop Ireton High School,
201 Cambridge Rd., Alexandria. 703-799-8229
www.wmpamusic.org. $20 18 and under free.

Nutcracker Tea. 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Westin Arlington Gateway, 801 North Glebe
Road, Arlington. A high tea will be served,
followed by a mini-performance of The

Holiday Calendar
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By U.S. Sen. Jim Webb and U.S. Sen.

Mark Warner and U.S. Rep. Eric

Cantor and Gov. Bob McDonnell

and George Allen and Tim Kaine

A
merica’s economic recovery contin-
ues to pose tough challenges. Our
citizens need good jobs, and our stu-
dents need the skills to compete for

those jobs in the years ahead. During a time of
economic uncertainty, we need to work together
on creative ideas that confront these challenges
in an innovative manner. With divided govern-
ment in Washington, we need solutions that
both parties can support. Here’s one:

Republicans and Democrats agreed in 1986
on a private capital approach to modernize
America’s oldest buildings. Congress autho-
rized a federal rehabilitation tax credit, worth
up to 20 percent of construction costs, for re-
habilitating historic buildings. This policy has
proved successful, except in one crucial cat-
egory — older school buildings.

Because of a limitation on using the tax cred-
its for tax-exempt property, public schools can-
not generally benefit from this. In addition, an
Internal Revenue Service rule, known as “prior
use,” generally prohibits private investors from
earning this credit if they renovate an older school
into a more modern public educational facility.

This means that if a local school building is

turned into a luxury condo, developers are eli-
gible for federal tax credits. But if private in-
terests invest to modernize an old school, the
IRS says these tax credits are not available.

Indeed, the limitations in current law effec-
tively force localities to use the “borrow to
build” approach — based on federally subsi-

dized local government
bonds. We have an impor-
tant tradition of local con-
trol of education, but by

denying local schools access to private capital
to rejuvenate older buildings, we are increas-
ing local costs. Those increased costs mean
fewer local education dollars are available to
improve classroom instruction and ensure our
children have the educational resources they
need.

These restrictions are preventing major —
and much needed — renovations at a time
when the average K-12 facility is considered
obsolete, built for a 20th-century curriculum
when our children need a 21st-century educa-
tion. It is time we improve those schools by
fixing this policy. In Virginia, we’ve seen first-
hand what this change can do.

A few years ago, Richmond couldn’t afford
to borrow the money to turn a deteriorated,
Depression-era high school into a modern K-
12 facility. But local leaders and the Richmond
City Council devised a novel solution. If the

private sector rehabilitated this city high school
into a regionally operated, high-tech high
school for the top students in central Virginia,
this could technically be seen as a “new” use.
The IRS agreed. Using the 1986 law, this for-
merly run-down school is now home to one of
the highest-ranked U.S. public high schools.

With that in mind, we all support the Reha-
bilitation of Historic Schools Act, legislation
that would eliminate this roadblock to school
renovation and allow local governments to use
the historic building rehabilitation tax credit.
The legislation isn’t a silver bullet. But it is the
only proposal before Congress to leverage pri-
vate capital to help modernize our public
schools.

The national interest — not to mention the
best interests of parents, children and teach-
ers — is not served by allowing obscure provi-
sions of current law to cost jobs and opportu-
nities for students and private investors. This
is a bipartisan jobs bill that could help make
America more competitive while also expand-
ing our economy. We hope our colleagues and
the White House agree.

Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.) serves on the Joint Economic
Committee. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), a former gover-
nor, sits on the Senate Budget Committee. Rep. Eric
Cantor (R-Va.) is the House majority leader. Bob
McDonnell is the governor of Virginia. Former Virginia
governors George Allen and Tim Kaine are now running
for the U.S. Senate.
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Let’s Update Tax Policy To Help Rebuild Schools

Commentary

Letters to the Editor

Honoring the Military
Women In Military Service for America Memorial
Artist-in-Residence Christopher Demarest works in
the memorial on Veterans Day creating images of
service men and women from photographs.
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Work Worth
Doing
To the Editor:

The 2011 Virginia campaign sea-
son has concluded. As we cel-
ebrate the holidays and look for-
ward to a new year, I’d like to of-
fer my thanks to so many people
who supported me as I sought
elected public service for the first
time. Last December we launched
our campaign of jobs, opportuni-
ties and innovation — seeking to
advance an agenda that encour-

ages economic growth, unleashes
Northern Virginia’s entrepreneur-
ial capacity, relieves the financial
and regulation burden on busi-
nesses and families, and advances
a bipartisan agenda to solve trans-
portation gridlock and improve
education for all.

There was great optimism in
Fairfax and Loudoun counties, and
it was well-founded as our cam-
paign won both counties within
the 31st State Senate District. But
in Arlington, we did not make the
inroads we needed in a low turn-
out year, and that is what decided

this election.
There is much to be thankful for

— and I extend thanks to my hus-
band, Phillip, and our two sons
who made many sacrifices and
worked hard to advance our posi-
tive agenda.

My heartfelt thanks to an excep-
tional finance committee, cam-
paign staff, and over 500 volun-
teers, 700 financial contributors,
and many other supporters who
helped us run a strong campaign
— we raised over $600,000, lis-
tened to over 20,000 voters as we
knocked on their doors, made
40,000 phone calls, distributed
35,000 door hangers, hosted 11
major fundraising events, sent
over 300,000 mailings, and par-
ticipated in 11 debates and fo-
rums, attended dozens of back-to-
school nights and high school foot-
ball games.

Many, many thanks to the
17,400 people who voted for me.

Our campaign brought together
such a strong, diverse group of
business, nonprofit, and commu-
nity leaders — and many people
who had not previously engaged
in our political process. This cam-
paign is one giant step toward
achieving the goals we share.

I congratulate Barbara Favola on
being elected state senator for the
31st district in our Common-
wealth.

I wish her the very best as she
serves, and as I continue to work

and invest in the business, non-
profit, and political communities,
look forward to opportunities to
work together to advance a
brighter future for all.

President Teddy Roosevelt said,
“Far and away the best prize life
has to offer is working hard at
work worth doing.”

Together we have worked hard
at work worth doing — and I trust
our community of supporters will
find many more opportunities to
do this work that matters so much.

Caren Merrick
Candidate for the Virginia
State Senate (31st District)

Write
The Connection welcomes

views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be

signed. Include home address and
home and business numbers.

Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail:
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

F
rom Christmas lists to
piles of presents under
the tree, the last thing
on a child’s mind during

the holiday season might be ex-
pressing appreciation. In fact,
mental health experts say, it is one
of the hardest concepts to teach
children.

Dr. Todd Kashdan, Ph.D., profes-
sor of psychology at George Ma-
son University, has studied the link
between gratitude and happiness
and says that people who are
grateful tend to be less depressed
and anxious.

“When people are mindfully rec-
ognizing and appreciating the ben-
efits they receive from other
people, positive events linger
longer, [and] it is enhancing and
strengthening those relationships.
There is a strong link between be-
ing a grateful person and having
the experience of gratitude and
having more happiness in your
life,” said Kashdan, who is also the
author of “Designing Positive Psy-
chology” (Oxford University Press)
and “Curious? Discover the Miss-
ing Ingredient to a Fulfilling Life.”

During the season of giving,
Kashdan and other mental health
professionals offer tips for parents
for teaching gratitude to children.

Children often hand their par-
ents lengthy Christmas lists. Ex-
perts say it is difficult for children
to feel grateful when their every
wish is granted.

“Allow them to [identify] certain
things on the list that might be
most important to them,” said
Annette Kielkopf, a marriage and
family therapist based in McLean.
“[Say to them] ‘If Santa isn’t able

to bring you everything on the list,
what would that be like for you?’
And talk with them about how to
cope and allow them to appreci-
ate the smaller things. What you’re
trying to do is teach coping skills.
You’re teaching them how to ac-
cept a disappointment and find a
diamond in the rough.”

RAISING GRATEFUL CHIL-
DREN requires that parents
model the behavior.

“As parents, talk about things
that you’re grateful for and not
strictly material things. That sets
a good example so children don’t
only hear you complaining or nag-
ging them. Kids really do notice
what their parents and the signifi-
cant people in their lives talk
about,” said Karen Prince, MSW,
LCSW-C, a Kensington-based clini-
cal social worker who specializes
in treating children with anxiety
and depression.

Kashdan says parents should
encourage children to elaborate on
why they like a particular gift.

“Spelling out what makes [a
gift] a good thing for them gets
them to bookmark and underline
it in their brain,” he said. “You
want them to elaborate on it and
what they are going to do with it.
Having them say thank you with-
out an elaboration is just one more
thing that [their] parents are tell-
ing them to do.”

This strategy works even when
children receive gifts that they
don’t like.

“Sometimes it is difficult [for
children] to receive a present that
they don’t like,” said Kielkopf.
“Take the gift and notice and rec-
ognize the good things about it.
Maybe it is your child’s favorite
color. It is good to have discussions

Teaching children to have an attitude
of gratitude during the holidays.The Art of Appreciation

Holiday Guide

about gift-giving so that it doesn’t
become about the gift; it becomes
about the gesture.”

“I’m forever hearing kids in my
office saying to their parents, ‘But
everybody in my class has an iPad.’
And these are kids who are like 8,
9 and 10. The grass always looks
greener on the other side. So the
idea is to focus on what you have

and what you need. It is a good
lesson for kids to learn early on,”
said Prince.

KASHDAN BELIEVES that one
of the things that makes children
grateful is taking inventory of their
day.

“One of the things that we do at

my house is, at the end of the day,
we ask our 4-year-old twins, ‘What
was the high point of your day?
What was the best thing that hap-
pened to you today?’ You can
make sure that the positive things
that happened to them as a result
of other people stick out more,”
said Kashdan.

From Page 7

Holiday Calendar

Nutcracker by BalletNova. Attendees
get their picture taken with the
Sugar Plum Fairy. $58 adults, $38
ages 4-12, $18 under age 4.
www.balletnova.org.

Pershing’s Own Concert Series.
3 p.m. Free. The U.S. Army Blues
present the “Ellington
Nutcracker.” At Washington-Lee
High School, 1301 N. Stafford St.,
Arlington.

Choral Concert. 11 a.m. “From
Darkness … Light.” Cherrydale
United Methodist Church
Sanctuary Choir presents “From
Darkness...Light,”  an advent
concert of anthems, ancient and
modern, accompanied by spoken
word, piano, organ, flute and
strings. At  3701 Lorcom Lane,
Arlington.  Visit
www@cherrydaleumc.org.

FRIDAY/DEC. 30

Recital of Winterreise. 6:30 p.m.
Donations appreciated. Presented
by the Opera Guild of Northern
Virginia. At Historic Walker
Chapel Church, 4102 North Glebe
Road, Arlington.

SATURDAY/DEC. 31
New Year’s Eve Bash. Hosted by

Signature Theatre, the event
includes a performance of
“Hairspray” at 8 p.m. and then a
count down to the new year with
the entire cast. Tickets can be
purchased by calling Ticketmaster
at 703-573-SEAT (7328) or by
calling the Signature Box Office at
703-820-9771. Performance prices
are $82 and $87 (excludes
handling fees). The New Year’s
Eve party, which includes two
drinks, hors d’oeuvres, a
champagne toast, and dancing to
our DJ’s tunes, are $100 for the
general public and $75 for
Signature season ticket holders.
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Address ......................... BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price ... Type ..... Lot AC. PostalCode ......... Subdivision .............. Date Sold

1  3601 HARRISON ST ........ 6 .. 4 .. 0 .. ARLINGTON ...... $970,000 .... Detached ..... 0.39 .... 22207 ......... WILLIAMSBURG VILLAGE ......... 10/27/11

2  1556 COLONIAL TER ....... 3 .. 2 .. 2 .. ARLINGTON ...... $967,500 .... Townhouse .. 0.04 .... 22209 .................... HIGHGATE ................... 10/21/11

3  2618 JOYCE ST S ............ 3 .. 3 .. 0 .. ARLINGTON ...... $950,000 .... Detached ..... 0.57 .... 22202 .................AURORA HILLS ................ 10/03/11

4  1881 NASH ST N #1807 .. 1 .. 2 .. 0 .. ARLINGTON ...... $925,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ...... 22209 ............ TURNBERRY TOWER ............ 10/03/11

5  3118 17TH ST N ............. 6 .. 3 .. 1 .. ARLINGTON ...... $919,000 .... Detached ..... 0.13 .... 22201 ................. LYON VILLAGE ................. 10/28/11

6  1430 21ST ST S ............... 5 .. 4 .. 1 .. ARLINGTON ...... $917,450 .... Detached ..... 0.25 .... 22202 .................AURORA HILLS ................ 10/14/11

7  3731 NELLY CUSTIS DR ... 4 .. 4 .. 0 .. ARLINGTON ...... $917,000 .... Detached ..... 0.22 .... 22207 .... DOVER BALMORAL RIVERWOOD ... 10/21/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

In October 2011, 151 Arlington homes

sold between $1,890,000-$64,000.

Sales in the $900s in October
Arlington REAL ESTATE

2  1556 Colonial Terrace,
Arlington — $967,500

3  2618 JOYCE Street South,
Arlington — $950,000

4  1881 Nash Street
North #1807,
Arlington — $925,000

6  1430 21st Street South, Arlington — $917,450

5  3118 17th Street North,
Arlington — $919,000
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Off-Season Pricing

60-75%

OFF POTS

60-75%

OFF POTS

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

50% Off
Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias,

Blue Atlas Cedar &

Select Shade Trees

Christmas Trees, Greens,

Poinsettias & Cyclamen

Holiday Hours

Open Fridays

and Saturdays

until 7pm

Holiday Hours

Open Fridays

and Saturdays

until 7pm

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

Address .................................... BR FB HB .. Postal City .......Sold Price .... Type ........ Lot AC .. PostalCode .................. Subdivision
1300 CRYSTAL DR #1409S .................. 3 .. 2 .. 1 ... ARLINGTON .......... $485,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22202 ................. CRYSTAL GATEWAY
2720 ARLINGTON MILL DR S #203 ...... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $485,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22206 ........... SHIRLINGTON VILLAGE
1633 COLONIAL TER N #207 .............. 2 .. 2 .. 1 ... ARLINGTON .......... $485,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............. 22209 ..................... TERRACE LOFTS
1600 OAK ST N #1132 ........................ 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $477,500 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22209 ............................ BELVEDERE
3513 UTAH ST S ................................. 3 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $464,000 .... Townhouse .....................22206 ................ FAIRLINGTON GLEN
2544C ARLINGTON MILL DR S #3 ....... 2 .. 2 .. 1 ... ARLINGTON .......... $459,000 .... Townhouse .....................22206 ................. WINDGATE OF ARL
1300 ARMY NAVY DR #114 ................ 2 .. 2 .. 1 ... ARLINGTON .......... $450,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22202 ......... PENTAGON CITY METRO
3650 GLEBE RD S #155 ...................... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $440,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22202 ...... ECLIPSE ON CENTER PARK
1211 EADS ST S #602 ........................ 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $440,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22202 .......................... BELLA VISTA
3835 9TH N #309E ............................ 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $440,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22203 .............. LEXINGTON SQUARE
4217 32ND RD S ................................ 3 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $437,500 .... Townhouse .....................22206 ................. FAIRLINGTON GRN
1300 CRYSTAL DR #1701 .................... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $416,900 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22202 ................. CRYSTAL GATEWAY
634 15TH ST S #A .............................. 2 .. 1 .. 1 ... ARLINGTON .......... $415,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............. 22202 ..................... SOUTHAMPTON
1045 UTAH ST N #2-302 ..................... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $414,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22201 .................... WINDSOR PLAZA
2001 15TH ST N #205 ........................ 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $412,500 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22201 ............................... ODYSSEY
5118 11TH RD S ................................ 3 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $411,100 .... Detached ...... 0.12 .......... 22204 ................ COLUMBIA FOREST
3056 WOODROW ST S #1885 ............. 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $410,000 .... Townhouse .....................22206 ................... FAIRLINGTON VIL
721 GLEBE RD ................................... 3 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $405,000 .... Detached ...... 0.22 .......... 22204 ............ ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
5953 ARLINGTON BLVD ...................... 4 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $403,700 .... Detached ...... 0.14 .......... 22203 ........... SPY HILL BLVD MANOR
4812 29TH ST S #2893 ....................... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $400,000 .... Townhouse .....................22206 ................... FAIRLINGTON VIL
1276 WAYNE ST N #1217 ................... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $399,900 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22201 ..................... WILLIAMSBURG
1021 GARFIELD ST #346 .................... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $399,900 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22201 .......................... CLARENDON
1200 HARTFORD ST N #204 ............... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $390,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22201 ..................... THE HARTFORD
156B BEDFORD ST N #B .................... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $390,000 .... Semi-Detached ................ 22201 ...................... BEDFORD PARK
6924 FAIRFAX DR #120 ...................... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $390,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............. 22213 ....................... FALLS STATION
3650 GLEBE RD S #466 ...................... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $389,900 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22202 ...... ECLIPSE ON CENTER PARK
3573 STAFFORD ST #A ....................... 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $385,000 .... Townhouse .....................22206 ................ FAIRLINGTON GLEN
3305 WAKEFIELD ST S #B ................... 1 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $380,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.00 .......... 22206 ............. FAIRLINGTON COMM
2400 CLARENDON BLVD #301 ............ 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $375,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22201 ............ CHARLESTON CONDO
2720 ARLINGTON MILL DR S #208 ...... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $375,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22206 ........... SHIRLINGTON VILLAGE
4195 FOUR MILE RUN DR S #303 ........ 2 .. 2 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $370,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............. 22204 ...WEST VGE OF SHIRLINGTON
1600 OAK ST N #309 ......................... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $370,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22209 ............................ BELVEDERE
1401 BARTON ST S #232 .................... 2 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $369,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.00 .......... 22204 .............. ARLINGTON VILLAGE
3410 ARLINGTON BLVD ...................... 3 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $362,790 .... Detached ...... 0.11 .......... 22204 ............ ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
1600 OAK ST N #828 ......................... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $360,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22209 ............................ BELVEDERE
900 ODE ST S .................................... 2 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $359,000 .... Detached ...... 0.10 .......... 22204 ............................. FOXCROFT
1021 GARFIELD ST #525 .................... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $357,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22201 .......................... CLARENDON
5001 9TH ST S ................................... 3 .. 3 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $355,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.02 .......... 22204 ............... BARCROFT TOWNH
1800 WILSON BLVD #103 ................... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $350,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22209 ............. WILSON BOULEVARD
1024 UTAH ST N #917 ........................ 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $345,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22201 ....... WESTVIEW AT BALLSTON
1401 BARTON ST S #237 .................... 2 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $345,000 .... Townhouse .....................22204 .............. ARLINGTON VILLAGE
1400 BARTON ST S #427 .................... 2 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $340,000 .... Townhouse .....................22204 .............. ARLINGTON VILLAGE
1201 BARTON ST S #129 .................... 2 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $338,000 .... Townhouse .....................22204 .............. ARLINGTON VILLAGE
2200 WESTMORELAND ST N #427 ...... 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $338,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22213 ............................... WESTLEE
1001 VERMONT ST N #506 ................ 1 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $330,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22201 ....... WESTVIEW AT BALLSTON
1401 BARTON ST S #246 .................... 2 .. 1 .. 0 ... ARLINGTON .......... $325,000 .... Townhouse .....................22204 .............. ARLINGTON VILLAGE

Home Sales

Copyright 2011 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc. Visit www.mris.com.

In October 2011, 151 Arlington homes sold between $1,890,000-$64,000.
This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $485,000-$325,000 range.

For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

From Page 5

ditional team members.
Promoted to Senior Associate: W.

Alan McCarthy, PE; Shawn T. Segreti,
PE, LEED AP; and James A. Yang, PE,
CPD, LEED AP.

Promoted to Associate: Renato V.
Balatbat; Geoffrey S. Eddy, PE, LEED
AP; Francisco S. Lao; Rak Peshkatari,
LEED AP; Todd G. Schricker, PE; Ken-
neth L. Sims; Derek E. Wilson; and
Jeffrey P. Yurko, LEED AP.

The Nature Conservancy in Ar-
lington received a $200,000 grant
from the Coca-Cola Foundation for wa-
ter stewardship. It was part of more than
$1.6 million for disaster relief efforts
and nonprofit organizations in the U.S.
and Canada.

Dr. Justin Leach has been named
associate professor of international re-
lations at the University’s Arlington site
of Troy University. He comes from the
Australian National University in
Canberra, and much of his research is
focused on the relationship between
China and the Sudan, and the develop-
ment of nationalism.

The Lukmire Partnership, an Ar-
lington architectural firm, has been
chosen to design the new Providence
Community Center, part of the
MetroWest development being built by
Pulte Homes. Located adjacent to the
Vienna Metro station, the new commu-
nity center will be one of the main
amenities in the new transit-oriented,
mixed-use community, which will in-
clude a variety of housing options,
retail, office and public spaces.  When
complete, the approximately 30,000
square-foot-center will feature recre-
ational facilities, a fitness center and
meeting rooms.

Business Notes
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Arlington Jaycees Host Santa’s Visit
The Arlington Jaycees will host Photos with Santa at the Ballston Common Mall, now

through Saturday, Dec. 24.  All are welcome to visit with Santa and have their photos
taken with Santa.

During the first two Sundays in December, the Arlington Jaycees will also host Pet
Photos with Santa, when pets are welcomed to have their photos taken with Santa.  All
proceeds will benefit the Arlington Jaycees and local, non-profit charities, including the
Animal Welfare League of Arlington. At Ballston Common Mall, Lower Level, 4238
Wilson Blvd., Arlington.

Dates: Dec. 14 – 24
Hours:  3 – 9 p.m. Weekdays; 1 – 9 p.m. Saturdays; 12 – 6 p.m. Sundays. Visit

www.VArlingtonJaycees.org

SATURDAY NIGHTS AT 11:01
11:01 Saturday Nights. Starts at 11:01 p.m. Late-night dance party. Tickets are $15/

$12 students. At the Ballroom at Artisphere, 1101 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Call 703-
228-1850.

DANCE WEDNESDAYS
Dance Wednesdays. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. dance classes; 8:30 to 11 p.m. dancing. Tickets

are $15/$12 at door. On Wednesdays, dance the night away at Artisphere to zydeco,
cajun, rock, R&B and swing. The new center features a 3,000 square foot dance floor,
one of the best in the area. At the Ballroom at Artisphere, 1101 Wilson Blvd.,
Arlington. Call 703-228-1850.

SALSA TUESDAYS
Salsa Tuesdays. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. dance class; 8:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. dancing. At the

Ballroom @ Artisphere, 1101 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington. Call 703-228-1850.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 31
Chronicles of a Professional Eulogist. Free. By Sarah Jane Lapp. At the Bijou

Theater at the Artisphere. Sarah Jane Lapp’s short, Chronicles of A Professional
Eulogist uses hand-drawn animation (India ink, gouache and wax) to explore the role
of those who minister to the soul and manage the inflections of individual and
communal sentimentality within the process of creating and sustaining social memory.

DEC. 14 TO JAN. 16
Floating Utopia: Mobile Art Gallery Designs. Free. See drawings from and a team

of seven German architecture students under the direction of Andreas Queneau for a
Step Van Truck designed as a mobile art gallery. Interact with this exhibit by designing
your own customized version of this truck. The exhibit also includes utopian plans for a
mobile greenhouse and diagrams showing various uses of recycled lunar devices for
community engagement. At the Works-in-Progress Gallery at the Artisphere.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 14
“Family Inc.” Film. 8 p.m. Tickets are $6. When filmmaker Emily Ting was asked by

her father to return to Asia and take over the family business, she didn’t exactly know
how to say no. Promising herself she would try it out for just one year, she traded in
her friends, her filmmaking pursuits, and her love of New York for a new life as a CEO-
in-training in one of Hong Kong’s most notorious toy companies. At the Dome Theater
at Artisphere.

SATURDAY/DEC. 17
Dance Asia Colors. 7 p.m. Participating groups include Fairfax Chinese Dance Troupe,

Fil-Am Heritage Dance Ensemble, Hulala, Mongolian Dance Ensemble, Natyabhoomi
School of Dance, Silk Road Dance Company, Dance Asia Alliance and Whratnala USA.
Guest performers include Ancient Rhythms, Shyam Kadgi & Sangre Boliviana. Tickets
are $12/advance; $15/door. Visit www.danceasia.me. At the Rosslyn Spectrum
Theater at Artisphere.

TUESDAY/DEC. 20
Contra Sonic with DJ Improper and Sargo DeJesus. 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $8.

Contra dancing with a club twist!  Contra dancing is American folk dance with roots in
square dancing, but when you add free glow sticks, a DJ and laser display you get
Contra Sonic.  Dancers of any experience are welcome. At the Artisphere.

TUESDAY/DEC. 20
Jason Mendelson of Metrosongs and Adrian Krygowski. 7:30 p.m. Tickets are

$8. Folk-rock singer-songwriter Adrian Krygowski performs and talks about his creative
process with  alternative rock/pop musician Jason Mendelson. At the Dome Theater at
Artisphere.

DEC. 1 TO 31
QR Designs. Free. “QR codes” are

small square barcodes that are
very powerful. With a free “QR
scanner app” you can scan these
codes with your smartphones’
camera to unlock mobile content.
This show is about the activation
of print. At the Ballroom Elevator
Landing at Artisphere in
Arlington.

FRIDAY/DEC. 16
Justin Trawick. 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $12. Urban folk artist Justin Trawick celebrates

the release of his album You & I.  At the Dome Theater at Artisphere, 1611 N. Kent St.,
Arlington.

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
Friday Morning Music Club. Noon. Free. A community of music lovers and

musicians, the Friday Morning Music Club, Inc., has promoted classical music in
the Washington, D.C. area for over 120 years. At the Artisphere, 1611 N. Kent St.,
Arlington.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 28
Handcrafted Harmonica Cases with Robert Hoffman. Robert “Hoff” Hoffman has

co-designed over 350 harmonica cases with artists who work in a wide variety of
mediums. At the Artisphere in Arlington.

Clarendon Farmers’ Market
Year-round Clarendon Farmer’s Market has locally produced breads and

pastries, organic vegetables, flowers, soap, sorbet and more. Held Satur-
days and Sundays from 8 a.m. to noon at Courthouse Parking Lot, 3195
North Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Also year-round on Wednesdays from 3-7
p.m. at Clarendon Metro Station. Visit www.Clarendon.org. Call 703-812-
8881.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 21
“Rubber Tramps” Film. 8 p.m. Tickets are $6. “Rubber Tramps” takes a glimpse into

the lives of a few brave people who have discarded today’s standards of society to live
life as they see fit — artists, poets, activists, dead-heads, society drop-outs and other
non-conformists who make their converted school buses, vans and cars their homes. At
the Dome Theater at Artisphere.
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Welcome to the ’60s!
 Signature’s “Hairspray” pumps up the volume.

By Jeanne Theismann

 The Connection

W
ith big dreams and
even bigger hair,
plump and plucky

Baltimore teen Tracy Turnblad
longs to dance on the local Ameri-
can Bandstand-style show in the
energetic, toe-tapping  musical
“Hairspray,” now playing at Signa-
ture Theatre.

Based on the 2002 Tony Award-
winning musical, itself based on
the original 1988 John Waters
film, “Hairspray” follows plus-
sized protagonist Tracy Turnblad
in her 1962 crusade to integrate
the Corny Collins show. Allies in
her fight against both racism and
girls of girth grow to include
Tracy’s best friend Penny
Pingleton, teen heartthrob Link
Larkin and Motormouth Maybelle,
hostess of the once-a-month “Ne-
gro Day” on Corny’s show.

Playing the unlikely heroine
Tracy, Carolyn Cole opens the
show in overdrive belting out one
of the show’s signature songs,
“Good Morning, Baltimore.” In the
role that made film stars of Ricki
Lake and Nikki Blonsky, Cole is a
diminutive dynamo with a siren-
like voice that carries a charging
score of 20 infectious melodies by
Academy-Award nominee Marc
Shaiman and Scott Whittman.

Directed by Signature’s Artistic
Director Eric Schaeffer, the show
marks the musical theater stage
debut of WETA and Sirius/XM ra-
dio host Robert Aubry Davis as
Edna Turnblad. The deftly hilari-
ous Davis adds a tenderness and

vulnerability to the role
originated by Harvey
Fierstein on Broadway
and John Travolta in the
subsequent movie.

Davis’ duet, “Timeless
to Me,” with Harry A.
Winter as Tracy’s father
Wilbur, is an unqualified
show stopper and one of
the highlights of the pro-
duction.

Patrick Thomas
Cragin plays the dreamy
Elvis-inspired Link
Larkin while Stephen Gregory
Smith nails the role of the suave
Corny Collins, a savvy TV host who
is decidedly Team Tracy.

As Tracy’s duck-to-swan best
friend Penny, Lauren Williams
channels her inner Mary J. Blige
with mega talented James Hayden
Rodriguez as her forbidden crush
Seaweed.

Determined in their opposition
to all this rhythmic righteousness
are the bratty Amber Von Tussle
and her maniacal mama Velma.
Bringing mega-star wattage to the
roles are Helen Hayes award win-
ners Erin Driscoll as Amber and
the always dazzling Sherri L.
Edelen as Velma. Both are hilari-
ous in their over-the-top wicked-
ness with Edelen especially enter-
taining in “Miss Baltimore Crabs”
and “Velma’s Revenge.”

In a company of standouts, Nova
Y. Payton’s Motormouth Maybelle
brings the audience to its feet with
vocals that soar to stratospheric
heights in the gospel-infused “I
Know Where I’ve Been.”

The versatile Lynn Audrey Neal

tackles the roles of Prudy
Pingleton, Gym Teacher and Ma-
tron with aplomb as does Signa-
ture favorite Matt Conner in the
dual roles of Mr. Pinky and
Harriman F. Spritzer.

Behind Schaeffer’s creative direc-
tion, Karma Camp and Brianne
Camp provide non-stop energetic
choreography.  With colorful and
inventive sets by Daniel Conway,
vivid costumes by Kathleen Geldard
and an eight-piece orchestra con-
ducted by Jon Kalbfleisch, the exu-
berant Signature production brings
the audience to its feet as it closes
the show with the driving rhythm
of “You Can’t Stop the Beat.”

With a flawless 26-member cast,
dazzling performances and a con-
tagious score that is as impossible
to shake off as Tracy’s lacquered
beehive, Signature Theatre’s
“Hairspray” is a blockbuster musi-
cal with staying power.

‘Hairspray’ runs through Jan. 29
at Signature Theatre, 4200
Campbell Ave., Arlington. For tick-
ets, call 703-820-9771 or visit
www.signature-theatre.org.

Tracy Turnblad (Carolyn Cole, center) and the cast of “Hairspray.”

Christmas Past, Brandon DeGroat
the Ghost of Christmas Present and
Ben Cherington as the silent Ghost
of Christmas Yet to Come.

Jerry Casagrande is Scrooge’s ter-
minally cheerful nephew Fred with
Aaron Lewis as Bob Cratchit and
Larry Grey and Janette Moman as
Mr. and Mrs. Fezziwig.

After making his theatrical debut
in LTA’s “Oliver!” earlier this year,
Joseph Machosky is endearing as
the innocent Tiny Tim.

The entire cast is remarkably tal-
ented and costumes by Annie
Vroom bring the Victorian streets of
London to life.

The power of the story still strikes
a chord with audiences around the
world and remains undimmed by
time. While there may be bigger and
flashier shows this holiday season,
none will warm the heart more than
The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s “A
Christmas Carol.”

NOTE: Due to overwhelming
turnout, an additional show has
been added Dec. 18 at 5 p.m. for ‘A
Christmas Carol,’ playing now
through Dec. 18 at The Little The-
atre of Alexandria,  600 Wolfe St.
For tickets or more information, call
703-683-0496 or visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

Tracy Turnblad (Carolyn Cole) stops
to “hear the bells.”

Theater

’Tis the Season
Greed, ghosts and redemption in
LTA’s “A Christmas Carol.”

By Jeanne Theismann

The Connection

I
t’s a tale nearly as old as time:
The miserly Ebeneezer
Scrooge is ethically and emo-

tionally transformed after being
haunted by visits from the Ghosts
of Christmas Past, Present and Yet
to Come in the Charles Dickens clas-
sic “A Christmas Carol,” now play-
ing at The Little Theatre of Alexan-
dria.

First published in December of
1843, Dickens never intended his
novel to become a play, yet it was
so popular that within a year there
were eight theatrical versions play-
ing in London and America. LTA has
chosen the Donna Ferragut tradi-
tional adaptation of the Victorian
play for this holiday season.

“This is a dream cast,” said Robin
Parker, who directs the cast of 32
that includes 11 children. “They
have been phenomenal from the
very beginning.”

Taking on the central role of Scrooge
is Marcus Fisk. Fisk gives a passionate
performance, holding the audience
spellbound as he deftly brings a ten-
derness to the transformation of the
despised businessman.

Rachel Rose Gray is the Ghost of

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/The Connection

Marcus Fisk, who plays Scrooge, is congratulated by his
wife Pam after the opening night performance of ‘A
Christmas Carol’ at The Little Theatre of Alexandria Dec.
8.
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Entertainment

Ten Days of Prizes Begin Dec. 14
The Village at Shirlington announces Shirlie’s 10 Days of Giving, their holiday

gift-giving event targeted at those who love to eat, drink, shop, and be entertained
this holiday season.

Shirlie’s 10 Days of Giving is a 10-day giveaway program launching Dec. 14 and
running through Dec. 23, which features products, services and gift cards from the
Village at Shirlington’s most popular boutiques, restaurants and shops.  Partici-
pants can enter online now at www.villageatshirlington.com/sign-up for a chance
to win one of 10 themed gift packages, each valued at $150 or more.

One winner will be chosen on each of the 10 days, and all prizes will include a
$10 gift card to Luna Grill & Diner, and a $20 gift certificate to The UPS Store for
shipping holiday packages to friends and family.  The complete list of giveaways
can be found below.

Day 1: Make it a Night
Dinner for four at Johnny Rockets, four movie tickets at AMC Loews Shirlington 7 and dessert at
CakeLove.

Day 2: Fashionista’s Dream
Periwinkle Styling Party. You and 20 of your closest friends will enjoy on munchies, sparkly bev-
erages and 25 percent off your total purchase. Winner will also receive a $100 Gift Card to
Periwinkle and a gift from Bloomers.

Day 3: Dog Lover’s Delight
Win a basket full of toys from Dogma Bakery & Boutique, bacon-flavored olive oil and from Ah
Love Oil & Vinegar along with a Harris Teeter gift card.

Day 4: Gift Baskets Galore
Receive a gift basket from Le Village Marché, Ah Love Oil & Vinegar and Cheesetique.

Day 5: Dinner and a Show
Receive a Samuel Beckett’s $100 Gift Card, along with Signature Theatre Tickets to see
“Hairspray.”
* Prizes may be used separately. “Hairspray” tickets are for Thursday, Jan. 12. Tickets may be
exchanged for a different date through Jan. 29, based on availability for a $5 change fee.

Day 6: Decorating Fun
Receive a $50 gift card to Hardwood Artisans, along with free delivery on your entire order. Pick
up a little something at Le Village Marché too with a $25 gift card.
* Delivery must be within a 15-mile radius of any of the four showrooms

Day 7: Tempt Your Taste Buds
Ah Love Oil & Vinegar Tasting Party for 10. A private tasting event for you and ten of your friends.
All guests will receive 10 percent off their total purchase and the winner will also receive a $50
gift certificate.

Day 8: The Sampler
Receive a sampler package of gift cards from some of your favorite places to eat: Best Buns Bread
Company, Busboys & Poets Cake Love, Caribou Coffee and Subway.

Day 9: Dining Out
Let Shirlie treat you to dinner at four of her favorite restaurants: Busboys & Poets, Carlyle Grand
Café,  Guapo’s Restaurant and T.H.A.I. in Shirlington.

Day 10: Grand Prize
Enjoy a one night stay at the Hilton Garden Inn (Friday or Saturday Night), $150 to Extra Virgin
Modern Italian Cuisine and two tickets to Hairspray at Signature Theatre.
* Prizes may be used separately. Hairspray tickets are for Saturday, Jan. 7. Tickets may be ex-
changed for a different date through Jan. 29, based on availability for a $5 change fee.

FRIDAY MORNINGS
Line Dancing Class. 10 to 11 a.m. Line dancing

with Barbara Allen. Covers the basic steps, then
combines them to music for a gentle, social,
aerobic workout. More experienced line dancers
are welcome as they can assist the newer dancers.
At Aurora Hills Senior Center. Call 703-228-5722.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 28
“The Rough-Faced Girl.” Performances are

Wednesdays to Sundays at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
with some weekend 11 a.m. performances. Tickets
are $12/advance; $15/door. At Signature Theater,
4041 Campbell Ave., Arlington.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 31
”The Gift of Art.” Small works by many members of

the Arlington Artists Alliance. A Meet-the-Artists
reception is Saturday, Dec. 10 from 5 to 8 p.m. At
the Arlington Arts Gallery, 5179 Lee Highway,
Arlington.  Call 703-532-4350.

NOW THROUGH DEC. 18
Holiday House Craft Show and Sale. Saturday,

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.;
Wednesday, noon to 8 p.m. The Holiday House is
a juried arts & crafts sale by local artisans. There is
a children’s corner with items priced under $15. At
Fort C.F. Smith Park, 2411 No. 24th St., Arlington.
Call Sharon Casey at 703-243-7329.

DEC. 13 TO 24
“Holiday Follies.” Part of Signature Theatre’s

Cabaret Series. Features Signature favorites Florrie
Bagel, Priscilla Cuellar, Jake Odmark, Alan
Wiggins, Weslie Woodley, and Steven Walker, as
well as special guest performers appearing for
each show. Single tickets for $35. Call
Ticketmaster at 703-573-SEAT (7328) or the
Signature Box Office at 703-820-9771. At
Signature’s ARK Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave.,
Arlington. Visit www.signature-theatre.org.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 14
Holiday Nature Crafts for Kids. 3:30 to 5 p.m.

Cost is $5. Ages 6 - 11. Register child only. Relax
and have some holiday fun. Bring the kids to this
special craft workshop where they can make
natural-themed gifts and decorations. Meet at Gulf
Branch Nature Center, 3608 Military Road,
Arlington. Call 703-228-3403.

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
Chanukah on Ice. 6 to 8:30 p.m. Arlington Police

officers will be honored with the lighting of the
huge Ice Menorah at 7 p.m. Tickets are $12/door;
$10/advance. At Pentagon Row Ice Skating Rink,
1201 South Joyce Street, Arlington. Visit
www.ChabadAA.org or call 703-370-2774.

December Happy Hour. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The
Arlington Arts Center is hosting a “Down Under”
Happy Hour, supported by the Embassy of
Australia. Explore the exhibit, Fall Solos 2011,
while enjoying wine, nibbles, and music. Visit
https://www.arlingtonartscenter.org/december-
happy-hour. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the
door.

WIT Holiday Party. 6 to 8:30 p.m. Connect with
Women in Technology colleagues and win prizes

all while supporting the efforts of The Women in
Technology Education Foundation (WITEF). Cost
is $45/members; $65/non-members. At the
Gannett Building. Visit
www.womenintechnology.org.

DEC. 16 AND DEC. 17
Holiday Art Show and Sale. An exhibit at the

Arlington Artists Alliance. At the Fairlington
Community Center. Features oil paintings,
watercolors, acrylics, pastels and sculpture. The
artist’s reception is Friday, Dec. 16 from 6 to 8:30
p.m. The show will be open Friday, Dec. 16 at 3
p.m.; and Saturday, Dec. 17 from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. At 3308 S. Stafford St., Arlington. Visit
www.arlingtonartistsalliance.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 17
Breakfast Reach Out Meeting. 9:15 a.m. Elaine

Burrows will speak as part of Arlington Aglow. At
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 3439 Payne St.,
Bailey’s Crossroads. For reservations, call Betty
Rose Forsell at 703-671-9264.

Encore Chorale Holiday Concert. 4 p.m. Free.
Encore Chorale, the nation’s largest choral
program for older adults, will present over 150
singers between the ages of 55 and 96, performing
a concert of holiday favorites directed by Jeanne
Kelly. At Kenmore Middle School, 200 South
Carlin Springs Road, Arlington. Visit http://
encorecreativity.org.

World Children’s Choir Holiday Concert. 7
p.m. Tickets are $20/adults; $10/seniors and
students. Proceeds from this concert will go to the
choir’s scholarship fund for children and teens
from families who are financially disadvantaged.
At St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 4250 N. Glebe
Road, Arlington. Call 703-883-0920 or
info@worldchildrenschoir.org or
www.worldchildrenschoir.org.

Country Western Dance. The Northern Virginia
Country Western Dance Association will hold its
dance on Saturday, Dec. 17, at Luther Jackson
Middle School, 3020 Gallows Rd., Falls Church.
Attendees are encouraged to bring a new,
unwrapped toy for donation to the Marine Corps’
Toys for Tots campaign. Kevin Handy will be the
DJ.  The  line dance “5,6,7,8” will be taught
beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Keith and Linda Buckle
will teach the “Chiquita” couples specialty dance
beginning at 8 p.m. Open dancing is from 8:30-11
p.m. and includes Two Step, Waltz, line, Swing,
Cha Cha, and specialty dances.  Couples and
singles are welcome. Admission for NVCWDA
members $10; non-members $12; children under
18 accompanied by a paying adult $5; PSDC
members $10. Snacks and drinks will be available.
Visit www.nvcwda.org or call 703-860-4941 and
leave a message.

Art+Wine Bazaar. Noon to 6 p.m. An afternoon of
artisans and a sommelier to benefit the Arlington
Food Assistance Center. Wine tickets will be sold
to benefit AFAC and local artisans will sell their art
ranging from fused glass, pottery, photography,
jewelry and paintings. A silent auction will also be
held. Sponsored by AFAC, Green Drinks Arlington.
Held at Arbour Realty, 875 N. Randolph St., Suite
C, Arlington. Call Genevieve Concannon at 512-
767-3002

SUNDAY/DEC. 18
“The Last Christmas.” 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. The

Yorktown High School Madrigals will perform at
the Arlington House, Robert E. Lee Memorial.  On
Dec. 18 at 3 p.m., Vox Pulchra, a group of 10
women from the Capitol Hill Chorale, will perform
holiday music. Talks will be given throughout the
day by park rangers about Christmas, 1860, the
last Christmas of peace before the Civil War and
the last year the Lee family would ever spend in
their home. Arlington House is on the grounds of
Arlington National Cemetery. Call 703-289-2533
work.

Community Christmas Carols. 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Celebration, Refreshments and a Cookie Exchange
and a non-perishable food drive for AFAC. At
Trinity Episcopal Church, 2217 Columbia Pike,
Arlington. Visit Trinitychurcharlington.org.

Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic. 3
p.m. Conducted by U.S. James, presenting
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake Suite, Wagner’s Siegfried
Idyll, Zwillich’s Bassoon Concerto with bassoonist
Arnold Irchai, Christopher Weiss’ Voice of the
Unknown Soldier, and a Christmas carol sing-
along. There is a 2:15 p.m. pre-concert lecture at
both concerts with Dr. Stephen Bertino. At Bishop
Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge Rd.,
Alexandria. 703-799-8229 www.wmpamusic.org.
$20 18 and under free.

Nutcracker Tea. 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Westin
Arlington Gateway, 801 North Glebe Road,
Arlington. A high tea will be served, followed by a

mini-performance of The Nutcracker by
BalletNova. Attendees get their picture taken with
the Sugar Plum Fairy. $58 adults, $38 ages 4-12,
$18 under age 4. www.balletnova.org.

Pershing’s Own Concert Series. 3 p.m. Free. The
U.S. Army Blues present the “Ellington
Nutcracker.” At Washington-Lee High School,
1301 N. Stafford St., Arlington.

Choral Concert. 11 a.m. “From Darkness … Light.”
Cherrydale United Methodist Church Sanctuary
Choir presents “From Darkness...Light,”  an advent
concert of anthems, ancient and modern,
accompanied by spoken word, piano, organ, flute
and strings. At  3701 Lorcom Lane, Arlington.
Visit www@cherrydaleumc.org.

DEC. 19
Meditation and Buddhism Introductory

Class.  Every Monday at 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Cost
$12.  Pearls of Wisdom — Advice from Atisha’s
Heart.   In this series, we will examine advice
given by the great Buddhist Scholar and founder
of Kadampa Buddhism, Atisha.  By following
Atisha’s practical advice, we can strengthen our
spiritual practice, becoming more happy and
peaceful as we progress along the spiritual path.
Class includes teaching, guided meditation, and
Q&A.  Everyone is welcome.  Class taught by lay
Buddhist Teacher, Chris Jamison.  Vajrayogini
Buddhist Center, Arlington Branch Location — The
Griffin Center 3800 Fairfax Dr., Suite 5, Arlington.
Call 202-986-2257  or  www.meditation-dc.org

Cast and crew: (from left) Walid Chaya (Artistic Director & Founder),
Morghan Gray, Kathryn Baker, Emiley Trowbridge, Emily Hidle, Mary
Harrell, Katie Lincoln (Tour Manager), Micaela Erin McMahon and Alysa
Wolf.

TUESDAY/DEC. 20
Snowy Day Cabaret. 7:30 p.m. Snowy Day Cabaret is a review of Holiday hits and musical theater

classics with a cast of children ages 7-14. At The Jefferson (Sunrise), 900 N. Taylor St., Arlington.
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See Private School,  Page 17

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

E
ach year, parents who opt out of
their neighborhood public school
in favor of an independent school
must sift through the long list of

the Washington area’s independent schools
to find one that meets the needs of their
child.

They must then navigate the lengthy ap-
plication required by most schools, and
hope that their efforts are deft enough to
gain acceptance in a competitive environ-
ment. Some schools report receiving as
many as nine applications for each avail-
able slot.

Even for prospective pre-kindergarten stu-
dents, the independent school admissions
process often includes a written application,
admissions tests, parent statements, student
interviews, parent interviews, playdates,
school visits, transcripts and teacher recom-
mendations.

“What we’re trying to do is get a whole
picture of a child and look at information

from a variety of different sources,” said
Christina Tait, director of admission and fi-
nancial aid at The Langley School in
McLean.

THE APPLICATION PACKETS provide
insight for both the school and the appli-
cants. “We have a fairly detailed process so
that we get to know the girls and they get
to know us,” said Pilar Cabeza de Vaca, head
of the Madeira School in McLean. “Our goal
is to find girls who are the right fit for our
school and for whom our school is the right
fit.”

The role of each component of the appli-
cation varies depending on the age of the
applicant. “The admission [process] for
young children is especially complex and
difficult because we have to use both ex-
plicit and intuitive measures because we
have less data,” said Diane Dunning, direc-
tor of admission and financial aid at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School in Alexandria.
“If you were looking at a ninth grade [ad-
missions] folder, you would have eight years
of report cards and maybe four years of

Experts explain how to navigate admissions
process for area’s most elite schools.

Getting into the ‘Right Fit’ Private School

Admissions officials at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School in Alexandria
say independent school admissions is a thoughtful process. Above are
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School fifth grade students Sebastian
Omeechevarria, Kennon Moon, Geordie Hendricks, and Trinity Gourdin.

Why is so much probing necessary?
“Schools are looking for consistency in

standardized testing. You are also able to
interview [older applicants] in a different
way than when you are interacting with the
young children.”
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Sports

Majano’s Unfinished Business
Warriors’ senior
grappler won 43
consecutive matches
last season before
losing in state final.

Wakefield’s Henry Majano won the
132-pound title at the Northern
Region Classic on Dec. 10 at
Fairfax High School.

Wakefield senior Henry Majano, right, has used last season’s state final
loss as motivation.
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

L
ast winter, Henry Majano pro-
duced one of the best seasons in
the last 20 years of the Wakefield
wrestling program. Majano’s stel-

lar junior campaign included a National
District championship, a Northern Region
title and a runner-up finish at the AAA state
tournament.

In 44 matches, the 130-pound Majano lost
only once. But that lone blemish came in
the state championship match against
sophomore standout Brandon Jeske of Cox.
His streak of 43 consecutive victories hav-
ing ended, Majano pondered his prepara-
tion.

“One of the first questions he asked me
after that match is, ‘Did I do everything I
could?’” Wakefield head coach Jeff
Humphries said. “I looked at him and
[asked] ‘Did you? You tell
me.’ I think that did make
him think, ‘I can work harder.’
He worked his butt off last
year, but now he’s even taken
it up a notch.”

Now a senior, Majano is
focused on capturing the
state championship that
eluded him last season. He
already has a loss on his
record, falling to Kellum’s
Christian Olanowski during
the Skyline Elite Opener on Dec. 3, but
Humphries said Majano facing stiffer com-
petition than last season should help come
state tournament time. Majano went on to

finish third in the Skyline Elite Opener, earn-
ing a win against eventual first-place fin-
isher Dallas Smith of Christiansburg.

“We needed tougher matches,”
Humphries said. “We knew he was going to
have a bulls-eye on his back this year and I
wanted him to go against tougher competi-
tion. We’re not as concerned about
December’s record as we are February’s
record. We’re trying to get him prepared.”

On Dec. 10, Majano finished first in his
weight class for the second consecutive year

at the Northern Region Classic at Fairfax
High School. Majano defeated Edison
sophomore Brock Jacobson, 3-2, in the 132-
pound final. Majano executed a first-period

takedown for a 2-0 lead and scored the win-
ning point early in the third period.

“Majano is an experienced wrestler who
has won at the highest levels,” Edison head
coach Scott Racek said. “We were just try-
ing to keep it close and hopefully try to get
something in the third period. His defense
was just too tough. That last minute, he
fought off every attempt we had.”

Majano said he wasn’t satisfied with an
early lead.

“That takedown, it gave me a little edge
over him, but it was still
not over there,” Majano
said. “Once you get that
first takedown, [you need
to] score another
takedown, third
takedown, fourth
takedown. I’m always
looking to score more
points. I’m not satisfied
with one point [or] two
points. I’m here to put 20
points up — make a show

every day; make the fans want to be here.”
Majano said his success last season has

the attention of his opponents, but he’s fo-
cused on winning a state championship.

“Of course everybody’s after me, every-
body wants to beat me, but it’s how are you
going to go about it?” Majano said. “I don’t
care who’s after me, I’m going to train hard
every single day, no matter what my record
is. … [Finishing second at the state tourna-
ment] was a big burden on the offseason.
Going undefeated and then losing in the state
title match really put me to the point where
I’m going to train harder every day. I need to
get better and there’s not ever a point where
I need to be satisfied with myself.”

Majano’s effort at the Northern Region
Classic was the highlight for a Wakefield
team that finished 28th out of 32 teams with
a score of 43.5. Senior 106-pounder Henry
Vasquez, a defending National District
champion, placed eighth at the tournament.

Ruben Galicia (113 pounds), DeAngelo
Jones (120), Jacobo Ramos-Vila (126),
Carlos Portugal (138), Carlos Fuentes
(145), Michael Rios (152), Edwin Alas
(170), Anthony Rivas (195) and David
Benford (heavyweight) were also listed in
the Wakefield tournament lineup.

Fauquier won the tournament with a
score of 226, followed by Annandale
(177.5), Lake Braddock (156) and South
County (149).

“Going undefeated and then losing in the
state title match really put me to the point
where I’m going to train harder every day. I
need to get better and there’s not ever a point
where I need to be satisfied with myself.”

— Wakefield senior Henry Majano

Sports Briefs

W-L Wrestling Places
14th, Yorktown 23rd

The Washington-Lee wrestling team finished 14th out
of 32 teams at the Northern Region Classic on Dec. 9-10
at Fairfax High School with a score of 84.5.

The Generals were the top finisher from the National
District. Edison, Yorktown and Wakefield also competed.
Fauquier won the tournament with a score of 226, fol-
lowed by Annandale (177.5), Lake Braddock (156) and
South County (149).

Three W-L grapplers placed in the top eight of their
respective weight classes. Jared Deiner finished fifth in
the 160-pound division, Miga Khaadan placed seventh
in the 120-pound bracket and Alex Panagiotopoulos fin-
ished eighth at 220 pounds.

Yorktown finished 23rd with a score of 63. Nolan

Padula finished fifth at 152, heavyweight Charlie Whelden
finished sixth and 145-pounder Curtis Jeney took seventh.

Yorktown Swim and
Dive Beats Mount Vernon

The Yorktown swim and dive team headed to the pool
on Friday, Dec. 9 for a swim meet with Mount Vernon,
emerging as the winner in both the boys and girls meets.
Both teams are now 2-0 for the season.

The boys won their meet with a score of 129-56 with
nine first-place finishes in the 12 events. First-place fin-
ishes in individual events came from Griffin Romanek (200
IM), Chris Clements (50 free), Hunter Simmons (diving),
David Emson (100 fly), Jason Henley (100 back) and Jack
Storrs (100 breast). The three relay teams also came
through with first-place finishes: 200 medley relay (Henley,

John Murphy, Emson, Tim Aldinger); 200 free relay
(Aldinger, Clements, Emson, Eric Newton); and the 400
free relay (Sean Coleman, Henley, Newton, Evan Kopca).

The girls won their meet with a score of 120-65, also
with nine first-place finishes in the 12 events. Double
winners were Grace Greenwood (200 Free, 500 Free)
and Izzy Pasternak (50 Free, 100 Back). Other individual
event winners were Elena Bavolac (Diving) and Ellie
Belilos (100 Fly). The girls also won each of the relays:
200 medley relay (Megan Day, Mariah Bowman,
Pasternak, Belilos); 200 free relay (Belilos, Bowman,
Kathleen Butler, Pasternak); and the 400 free relay
(Kaitlin Luncher, Sidney Stocks, Kayla Rusby-Wood,
Greenwood).

The Patriots return to the pool next weekend with two
dual meets facing Stuart on Friday, Dec. 16 at the Yorktown
pool and heading to Fairfax on Saturday, Dec. 17 for a meet
with Hayfield. Both meets begin at 6:30 p.m.

Arlington Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

From Page 15

grades, attitude, testing and recommenda-
tions,” said Lindsay White, educational con-
sultant with the School Counseling Group
in Washington, D.C. “[For example] If there
is a huge difference between a [teacher]
recommendation and what they are seeing
on the grades, that is going to be a red flag.”

Most schools want prospective applicants
to spend time on campus. “The [school] visit
is important to us. It gives the boy and his
family a chance to experience the Heights
first hand,” said Richard Moss, director of
admission at the Heights School in Potomac,
Md. “On the flip side, it gives us a chance
to really get to know the boy. How is he
interacting with his peers? Is he friendly?
Is he courteous? Does he have a good, firm
handshake? Does he look the teachers in
the eye when he greets them in the morn-
ing?”

Most applications ask parents to answer
questions describing their children. Here are
two questions from the Langley School’s
application: What do you believe is your
role as a parent in your child’s education?
What qualities do you consider to be most
important for your child’s education?

Consultants say schools look at the way
parents answer questions. “There are a lot
of parents who regurgitate the school’s mis-
sion statement and all the language that is
used on the school’s website. Schools can
see right through that,” said educational
consultant Clare Anderson, of Chevy Chase,
Md. “They want to know that the family is
in line with how [the school] works with
students and [their] approach to educa-
tion.”

Schools also pay attention to a parent’s
evaluation of their child. “Red flags go up
when everything is just perfect and they’ve
never encountered a setback or difficulty,”
said Anderson. “[Schools] are looking for
honest, candid responses. Obviously parents
are going to frame it in a positive light, as
they should.”

Most schools require admissions tests.
Depending on the age and grade of the
child, these tests include the Wechsler Pre-

school and Primary Scale of Intelligence
(WPPSI-III), Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children (WISC) and the Secondary School
Admission Test for (SSAT).

“Testing often creates the most anxiety,”
said Dunning, of St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes.

THE TESTS are used differently depend-
ing on the age of the applicant. “Tests for
[young children] are used as standardized
tools to give an overall picture of a child’s
learning profile. These are not predictors
for academic success. They give broad over-
views of how a child learns,” said Ander-
son. Tests given to middle and high school
applicants are more meaningful. “Those
tests measure how well your child has done
with the information he or she has learned
in school. If they see an eighth grader who
has only average grades, but remarkable
SSATs, they are going to ask, ‘Is this an un-
derachiever? Why is this child not excelling
in the classroom?’ ”

Should children prepare for tests? When
it comes to young children, most consult-

ants say no. “It is unethical and makes your
test scores invalid,” said Anderson. “You are
going to shoot yourself in the foot [if you
prep your young child]. Your child will be
the first to announce it either in the tester’s
office or at the school on the playdate. Then
the scores are invalid.”

The scenario is different for those apply-
ing for slots in middle and upper school.
“I’ve had students who’ve taken [admissions
tests] without prep, and then I worked with
them and their scores [went] up consider-
ably,” said Christa Abbott, an Arlington-
based independent test prep tutor.

Anderson agrees. “Just like you preheat
your oven, you’ve got to get your child ready
for the test. Just knowing the format of the
test can really help,” said Anderson. “But I
caution parents about [taking expensive test
prep classes]. There has to be a primary
concern that something is going to get in
the way of your child being able to show
what he or she knows.”

Some parents hire educational consult-
ants like White or Anderson, hoping to get

a competitive advantage. Consultants
say their role is to guide families
through the process. “The number
one mistake that I think parents make
is thinking that hiring an educational
consultant is going to give them an
advantage at a very competitive
school,” said Mark Sklarow, executive
director of the Independent Educa-
tional Consultants Association in
Fairfax. “That is just not the way the
system works. Consultants don’t have
a secret handshake that they can use
with an admissions director to help
get a student in. The reason you hire
an educational consultant is to find a
good fit between a student’s needs
and a school’s strengths. A
consultant’s role is to [identify] a
school where a child is going to
thrive.”

So what can parents do to make
sure their child’s application shines in
a pool overflowing with many attrac-
tive applicants?

“It is always nice to think about
what is special about your child,” said
White. “What is the one special
strength or talent your child might
have, whether it be academics or an
extracurricular interest? What is the
potential for your child to contribute
to the school?”

Anderson says she encourages par-
ents to view admissions procedures
as multi-pronged. “My hope is to help
parents understand the process and
see that there really is a method and
[schools] are looking to get the best
from your child.”

Getting into the ‘Right Fit’ Private School

Photo courtesy of The Madeira School

The Madeira volleyball team recently won the Independent Student
League title.

“Our goal is to find girls
who are the right fit for our

school and for whom our
school is the right fit.”

— Pilar Cabeza de Vaca, head of the
Madeira School in McLean
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LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Member Nari/NVBIA/HBAV
Lead Safe &

Certified Green Builder

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements

Pre-holiday Sale
$500.00 off Remodeling

Design, Ends 2011.

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

How does one not become consumed with
something that is all-consuming? Moreover,
how does that same one take certain informa-
tion in stride that potentially is anything but
stride-worthy? And if one were not to be all-
consumed by the information that, disturbing
as it was, was in fact taken in stride, how does
that one not feel guilty and/or responsible
about neglecting to act – if there was even
anything to be done about the unsettling news
that may have spawned this initial paragraph?

I don’t. I can’t. I won’t. Somehow.
Not that I received any news of late that

was particularly jarring or life-abbreviating but,
as a terminal patient, so far as I know (and
how far do I really know, since I’ve never been
a terminal patient before), information that is
not positive is negative (almost by definition)
and the fine line of life upon which I straddle
every minute of every day becomes that much
more difficult to sustain, especially if the nega-
tive begins to overtake the positive. I have
equated the sensation to taking the first few
curious steps across a newly frozen pond – in
winter, each step more precarious than the
last, waiting for the cracking – or not, and the
associated fear. You want to go forward, but
not at your own peril. Yet going backward
seems equally ill-advised. I mean, you’ve been
there and done that. Backwards represents the
past. Forward represents the future. Personally,
I don’t want to live in the past. I want to live in
the present/future. Receiving results which
prevent you from going forward – which may
stop you in your tracks, are not so much safe
as they are insecure. For me, it’s all about
momentum. I don’t want to lose what progress
I’ve gained, nor do I want to retrace my steps.
However, survival may be about knowing
when to redirect those energies/treatment, to
rest and/or retreat (to fight another day) and to
work with your body, not against it.

But who knows? For a terminal patient,
changes in anything are disproportionately sig-
nificant. It could mean anything. It could
mean nothing. Objectivity disappears the day
your oncologist tells you have an incurable
disease. Accordingly, it’s extremely difficult to
shrug off any abnormal medical findings. How
do I not think that the beginning of the end
starts at the end of the beginning? The point at
which my body begins to weaken and reveal
indicators that reflect a body in distress and
one whose underlying diagnosis is starting to
assert itself and break down all the barriers
that have been constructed (metaphorically
speaking) over the previous 34 months?

In summary, how do I interpret change? For
the better? The worse? Meaningful?
Meaningless? As a cancer patient who has
now outlived his original prognosis (“13
months to two years”) by a rather significant
amount of time, how do I remain objective
about lab work, urine specimens, diagnostic
scans, etc.? I can’t. However, worrying about
any or all of it likely produces no real tangible
benefit either, whereas not worrying about it,
not stressing about it might, anecdotally speak-
ing, anyway. Unfortunately, worrying and
stressing are not simply emotions I can switch
off, especially when you’re consumed by a ter-
minal disease, whether figuratively or worse,
literally.

Diagnosis to date, my cancer-related prob-
lems have been figurative, mostly. Neverthe-
less, it’s difficult to not react negatively when
results are changing right before your eyes, lit-
erally. Yet somehow, I have to. If I don’t, I’ll
likely make matters worse. And given my
underlying stage IV lung-cancer diagnosis, I
probably don’t need to go out of my way to
cause any more trouble. It’s already found me.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Love to Decorate?
Decorating Den Interiors was chosen Best
of the Best by Entrepreneur Magazine. Home
based, flexible schedule, low overhead,
wholesale accounts. Call for more information on
how you can turn your passion into a business.

703-239-8112
www.Decoratingden.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Porcelain
Repair

571-221-3493

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice – Environmental Permit 

PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment on a draft 
permit from the Department of Environmental Quality to limit 
air pollution emitted by a facility in Arlington, Virginia.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: December 15, 2011 to Janu-
ary 17, 2012

PERMIT NAME: State Operating Permit to Operate Issued by 
DEQ, under the authority of the State Air Pollution Control 
Board

NAME, ADDRESS AND REGISTRATION NUMBER OF 
PROPOSED PERMIT HOLDER: Vornado/Charles E. Smith, 
1901 S. Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202; Registration Num-
ber: 73980

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Vornado/Charles E. Smith has 
applied for a State Operating Permit for their facility located at 
2100 Crystal Drive, Arlington, Virginia.  The facility is a com-
mercial office building that has (1) emergency generator rated 
at 1050 kW.

HOW TO COMMENT: DEQ accepts comments by e-mail, fax 
or postal mail.  All comments must include the name, address 
and telephone number of the person commenting and be re-
ceived by the DEQ within the comment period.  The public 
may request a public hearing. The public may review the draft 
permit and application at the DEQ office named below. The 
draft permit is also available on the DEQ web site at 
www.deq.virginia.gov. To request a public hearing, written 
comments must include: 1) the names, mailing addresses 
and telephone numbers of the requester and of all people 
represented by the requester.  2) The reason a hearing is re-
quested, including associated air quality concerns.  3) A brief, 
informational statement regarding the extent of the interest of 
the requester, including how the operation of the facility af-
fects the requester. 

CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENTS, RE-
QUESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

K. Dean Gossett, Environmental Engineer, Sr. Northern Re-
gional Office, Department of Environmental Quality, 13901 
Crown Court, Woodbridge, VA 22193, phone: 703-583-3800, 
email: kevin.gossett@deq.virginia.gov

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Rod’s Sharpening Service – Precision Sharpening
✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃

Most knives, scissors, and gardening tools sharpened at $5.00/each - While you
shop in Vienna and Fairfax • Salon shears sharpened at $25.00/each. • Barber
and grooming scissors sharpened at $10.00/each. • Clipper blades sharpened

at $6.00/each • 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or full refund of sharpening cost.
Locations: Google Rod’s Sharpening

Service for further details
Dealer for Spyderco
knives - Great Gifts!
703 945 0171

Sharpeningman@yahoo.com

Reston - drop off and pick up 9am-5pm National Realty Monday - Friday. Leave knives and
scissors with secretary. Prepay and pick up at your leisure. Must have correct change or
check 11890 Sunrise Valley Drive, Suite 700, Reston, VA 20191
Mondays in Vienna, 10:00 - 1:00: Magruder’s Supermarket, 180 Maple Avenue, Vienna, VA
Tuesdays in Fairfax,12:00 - 3:00: Fairfax Smart Market, Fairfax Corner on the Plaza, Fairfax,
Also at Culinaria Cooking School First Fridays

21 Announcements 21 Announcements21 Announcements

500 watt Generator, Troy Bilt, 
Has run 4 hrs. 703-356-1095
$600.

ABC LICENSE
Aladdin’s Eatery of VA Inc., 
trading as Aladdin’s Eatery  

4044 Campbell Avenue, 
Arlingon, VA 22206-3424. . 
The above establishment is 

applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Mixed
Beverages on premises 

license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Raja 

Atalla, Vice President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first two required 

newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be regis-

tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 
or 800-552-3200

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

CONCRETE

CONCRETE
No Job too Small
Driveways Patios 

Stamped Concrete

703-336-7917

GUTTER

AFFORDABLE
QUALITY
GUTTERS
Repair, Replace,
Clean & Screen.

1000s of local Refs.

703-794-8513

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

  Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better way
to fill your

employment
openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison
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www.clarendon.org • 703-812-8881

CLARENDON ALLIANCE

Holidays! Clarendon!

*Restrictions apply; call for details.

Quality, Affordable Dog Walking
and Pet Sitting Services

Why go to a big chain, when you can eat fresh,
authentic, Mexican & Salvadorian food in a restau-
rant filled with your local neighborhood family &
friends? Come on down! We’re waiting for you!

2933 Wilson Blvd., Arlington 22201
703-812-9352

www.mexicali-blues.com

Mexicali Blues Winter Specials:
MONDAYS: *Kid’s night – Kids eat free off of the kid’s
menu with the purchase of a regular menu entrée
worth $10.25 or more
TUESDAYS: As usual, *1/2 Price
Original Burro Day
WEDNESDAYS: *$1.99 Enchilada
Day – order one or twenty!
THURSDAYS: *$1.99 Taco Day

We will be open on New Year’s Eve.
Friend us on Facebook

and follow us on Twitter.

HOLIDAY HOURS
Christmas Eve: 10:00a.m.–4:00p.m.

ALL STORES
Christmas Day: Closed ALL STORES

New Year’s Eve: 10:00a.m.–4:00p.m.
ALL STORES*

*Pacers Fairfax open till 6:00p.m. for
the Fairfax Four Miler Event

New Year’s Day: Closed ALL STORES
For more information, go to runpacers.com

or visit one of our six Pacers Running
Stores in the Greater Washington, D.C. area

Holiday Races? Go to pacersevents.comOfficial sponsor of the 2011

NOVA Pain & Rehab
of Clarendon

$20 Off 1 hour new service at regular price
2420 Wilson Blvd., Suite 100, Arlington, VA 22201

703-243-4343
www.AzureDreamSpa.com

Laser Hair Removal • Skin Care • Massage
Body Scrub • Waxing • Threading • Electrolysis


