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By Michael Lee Pope
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W
hat began as an effort
to narrow differences
ended up underscoring

the deep divisions within the city
about the waterfront small-area
plan, a controver-
sial planning
document that
overturns a
longstanding ban
on hotels and in-
creases density at
three sites slated
for redevelop-
ment. The Water-
front Plan Work
Group’s long-
awaited final re-
port essentially
punts the most
hotly contested parts of the plan.

“This is not a consensus or an
approval,” said work group mem-
ber Bob Wood at a Tuesday, Dec.

20, City Hall press conference of-
ficially releasing the 142-page
document. “It’s also not an alter-
native plan.”

In a section addressing the con-
troversial proposed changes to
three parcels in the W-1 zone, the
final report emphasizes the differ-

ences among
members rather
than points of
agreement. The
five-vote majority
concluded that
additional density
and hotels would
be “modest and
necessary,” espe-
cially considering
what Robinson
Terminal North
might be able to
accomplish with-

out a new small-area plan if it fol-
lows through with a threatened
lawsuit. The four-vote minority

Downcast
On Upzoning
Waterfront Plan Work Group
issues inconclusive final report.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
gnoring hours of testimony against a proposed
redevelopment in Arlandria and casting aside
repeated threats of retribution at the polls this
November, a majority of City Council members

voted to approve a sweeping new plan for Mount
Vernon Village Center that would replace a 1940s-
era strip mall with two six-story towers. Council-
woman Alicia Hughes offered the lone dissenting
vote, suggesting that a work group be impaneled
similar to the one created when council members
faced a firestorm of opposition on the waterfront

plan.
“Let people come to the table and feel as though

they are heard,” Hughes said.
The other members disagreed, and her motion

failed to gain a second vote for consideration. The
majority of council members rejected concerns voiced
by many neighborhood residents that they had not
been part of the process. Several speakers supported
the development special-use permit, but the vast
majority of speakers for Saturday’s public hearing
were against approval or at least calling for a delay.
City planners said they went through the same out-
reach efforts for every other development, and the

Changing Face of Arlandria
6-1 vote approves redevelopment despite opposition.

Eli Ponte-Rosenkrantz, Nora Read, Ken-
neth Nance and Caroline Killick appear
with their class in the Procession-Posada.

Penguin kindergarten teacher Mandy
Kimlick and Jack Krainik applaud as the
conclusion of the faculty and junior
kindergarten sing of Jingle Bell Rock.

Anne Sullivan and Amelia
Petty watch as the school
mates enter the gym for

the annual Festival of the
Lights holiday program.

Celebrating traditions and
custom from around the globe,
the students at Burgundy Farm
Country Day School performed
their annual holiday Festival of
Lights for their families and
friends on Dec. 16.

Festival
Of Lights
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“This is not a
consensus or an
approval. It’s also
not an alternative
plan.”

— Bob Wood, member,
Waterfront Plan Work

Group

Holiday Heroes
Firefighters Toy Drive grows
to serve 4,000 children.

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

I
t was supposed to be a one-
time event, a toy drive to help
50 struggling families in the

Gum Springs community along the
Route 1 corridor. But that was 14
years ago. Today, the Firefighters Capt. Willie Bailey reviews

request lists.See Firefighters,  Page 6
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To the Dogs
Everybody knows that Alexandria is a dog town. That means

that the politics of pooches can be electric. Literally.
Last month, the Alexandria City Council amended the dog or-

dinance to say that electronic collars did not meet the letter of
the law for restraining dogs. For dog owners in Alexandria, it
would be physical restraints only. That prompted an outrage
among electronic dog collar users, who organized a countermove-
ment of letter writing and lobbying. That effort culminated last
weekend at City Hall, where a number of speakers signed up to
oppose the council’s action.

“A leash is only as good as the person holding on to it,” said
Jean Kornblut, a Del Ray resident who showed up Saturday
morning to speak out on the issue.

As it turns out, Kornblut didn’t have to speak. After the issue
was raised by the first speaker, Vice Mayor Kerry Donley of-
fered a motion to rescind the council’s previous action. He said
city staff should collaborate with the dog community and elec-
tronic collar advocates to come up with a better policy. One po-
tential solution could be to allow electronic collars for profes-
sional dog-training schools.

“I don’t think we made a bad decision,” said Donley. “We might
not have made the best decision.”

Councilman Rob Krupicka said that council members should
not lose sight of the citizens who called for action in the first
place, raising concerns that people don’t know if Fido is on an
electronic leash or not when he approaches on the sidewalk. For
many, the ambiguity is, well, rough. “I don’t think the answer is
to go back to the old way,” said Krupicka.

Protecting the Investment
For years, the trend in “scattered-site” housing has been to split

public housing from market rate housing. Now things are moving
in a different direction, at least in Alexandria.

Last weekend, members of the Alexandria City Council voted
to approve a new development special-use permit for one block
of the massive James Bland redevelopment. Previous plans for
the block in question, which faces the east side of Henry Street
between First Street and Montgomery Street, called for a large
multi-family building that mixed market-rate housing with pub-
lic housing. After council members approved the original design
in 2008, the investors decided they wanted a separate building
for the market rate units.

“They’re interested in protecting their investment,” explained
Melvin Miller, chairman of the Alexandria Redevelopment and
Housing Authority.

The revised plan approved Saturday has three buildings instead
of one, two public-housing facilities without elevators and one
separate market-rate building that will be much more high-end.
The unscattered-site housing development will need to apply for
tax credits in March, so council members were facing a time crunch
to approve the amendment on Saturday. But that doesn’t mean
they were thrilled with the proposal. Councilman Paul
Smedberg said the revised plan watered down the architecture
by moving toward something city planners call “warehouse ver-
nacular.”

“There’s nothing of interests at all on these buildings,” said
Smedberg. “I’m sick of always having to compromise on architec-
ture.”

Although council members voted for approval, members of the
authority will be working with staff to see if they can add some
spice to the architectural details of the building.

Reluctant Candidate
 It’s that time of the election year. Candidates are announcing

their intention to run left and right, including Democrat Justin
Wilson, Democrat Charles Sumpter and Republican Scott
Gordon. Democrat Sean Holihan is currently raising money
for a possible campaign. But one potential candidate has mixed
feelings about the prospects of throwing his hat into the ring.

“I’d like to run, but I don’t want to serve,” said Democrat Jack
Sullivan, who has been critical of recent actions City Council
has taken in the West End. “My wife tells me that they go to-
gether.”

— Michael Lee Pope

NewsCouncil Notebook

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

A
lexandria and Arlington currently have two
separate court systems. That may change in
the near future as members of the General

Assembly consider reorganizing the court system to
save money and reallocate the workload for judges.

The effort to merge the two Northern Virginia court
systems began quietly last year, when Del. Bill Janis
(R-56) and Sen. John Edwards (D-21) introduced
legislation that would have merged the courts for
Arlington and Alexandria. The discussion took place
against a backdrop of a Circuit Court vacancy in Al-
exandria, which some members were reluctant to
fill because they were advo-
cating merging the two
courts. That issue was re-
solved when members de-
cided to ask the Supreme
Court of Virginia to conduct
a review, which was recently
released. That report dis-
misses the idea of merging
the courts in favor of creat-
ing an overlay that would
move judges from over-
worked courts to ones with
fewer actions.

“I don’t think overlay is going to work,” said Del.
David Albo (R-42), chairman of the Courts of Jus-
tice committee in the House of Delegates. “I just don’t
think the courts are going to say, ‘Oh you can take
our judge.’ It’s not realistic.”

Now, members of the General Assembly are pre-
paring for another session just as two more vacan-
cies have opened in Arlington, one on the Circuit
Court and another on the General District Court. The
Circuit Court was already down a judge before the
retirement of Judge James Almond, so a consensus
seems to have already developed to fill that posi-
tion. But with money tight and efforts to reorganize
the court still lingering, the effort to fill the seat of
retiring General District Court Judge Dorothy Clarke
may end up being an uphill battle for the Arlington
delegation.

“I’ll be fighting to fill both of the positions,” said
Del. Patrick Hope (D-47). “The caseloads warrant
that these positions be filled.”

THE EFFORT to merge courts in Virginia goes back
many years. Before the current discussions in Rich-
mond, the last time it was seriously debated was
during a reorganization of the court system in the
1970s. At the time, some were eager to merge
smaller courts such as Arlington and Alexandria so
that the circuits would be more similar in size. But

the Byrd machine, which had dominated Virginia
politics for 50 years, opposed the move because much
of the organization’s power flowed through the court
system.

“The Byrd machine, or what was left of it at the
time, was solidly against any kind of effort to merge
the courts,” said retired Judge Daniel Fairfax
O’Flaherty. “They liked things the way they were.”

The machine got its way, although the organiza-
tion soon fell from power. In recent years, legislators
in Richmond have been wondering if the caseloads
in Arlington and Alexandria really warrant two sepa-
rate courts. But a review of caseload data is difficult
for a number of reasons.

“People tend to file a lot more pro se diverse cases
in Alexandria rather than
Arlington, for example,”
said Hope. “And then there
a number of ways the courts
tend to record cases that
creates a problem when
comparing one circuit to
another.”

For example, some courts
count child custody hear-
ings as one continuous case
beginning with a divorce.
Other courts close the di-
vorce case and open new

custody cases. As a result, the Supreme Court has
embarked on a study to determine a “weighted court
average” to determine which courts are overworked
and which ones can handle an increased load. That
study isn’t expected until next year, when the debate
about merging Alexandria and Arlington’s court sys-
tem is likely to erupt again.  “We’ve been lobbied
heavily by judges and attorneys about this,” said Del.
David Englin (D-45). “The overwhelming consensus
is that combining the two courts would be a bad idea,
so I’m inclined to vote against it.”

IN THE MEANTIME, Arlington has two vacancies
in the upcoming General Assembly session.
Members say the Circuit Court vacancy is certain to
be filled because that court is already down one judge.
But the General District Court vacancy may not be
filled this session because other courts also have va-
cancies to fill. And with the effort to merge Arling-
ton and Alexandria still floating around in the Gen-
eral Assembly, spending money on a position that
could be eventually vaporized could be perceived as
a waste of money.

“The numbers say that Alexandria is busy, but my
eyeballs tell me that Alexandria isn’t busy at all,” said
Albo. “But we don’t want to take action on what my
eyeballs are telling me, so we’ll wait for the numbers
to come out.”

Merged Justice
Effort to merge
Arlington and
Alexandria
courts to
continue into
next year.

The Alexandria Courthouse.
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

“I don’t think overlay is
going to work. I just don’t
think the courts are going
to say, ‘Oh you can take our
judge.’ It’s not realistic.”

— Del. David Albo (R-42)
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Waterfront Plan Work Group Issues Final Report
pointed out that the plan can be funded
without allowing hotels or adding density
to the existing zoning.

“This issue is not development versus no
development,” the report concludes, “but
instead involves the difference in density
between settlement agreement with
Robinson Terminal Warehouse Corporation
and the 1992 Alexandria Master Plan that
serves as the basis for the W-1 zoning.”

THE SEEDS of the waterfront plan were
sown back in 2008 when Robinson Termi-
nal Corporation, which is owned by The
Washington Post, filed a lawsuit challenging
the city’s 1992 zoning. Realizing that city
officials were about to embark on a small-
are planning process, Robinson Terminal
took preemptive action in court saying the
land owner was entitled to the higher den-
sity outlined in a 1980s settlement agree-
ment with the federal government rather
than a 1992 plan with reduced density.

“We were not going to be bullied,” said
Planning Director Faroll Hamer in an inter-
view earlier this year. “At the same time,
we viewed the lawsuit as an opportunity.”

Now that opportunity is finally coming
to a head, but not without lingering oppo-
sition. Work group member Bert Ely is in
the process of writing his own report, which
he plans to release before Jan. 5 — just be-
fore the scheduled the Jan. 10 work session
where City Council members will consider the
work group’s report. Ely has been particularly
critical of the Planning Director Faroll Hamer’s
effort to amend the W-1 zone to allow hotels
and increase allowable density.

“This plan is merely a marketing brochure
to sell the W-1 zoning change,” said Ely.
“They’re using scare tactics to get people to
change the zoning.”

Ely said he is particularly concerned about
a section in the text amendment to the zon-
ing code specifying “the maximum floor
area ration may be increased provided the
development meets and is consistent with
the Development Goals and Guidelines
listed in the Waterfront plan for the prop-
erty.” Although all the controversy in the
current plan has been directed at the three
properties slated for redevelopment, Ely

From Page 1

News

said he is concerned that other property
owners who are also in the W-1 zone could
use this provision to gain additional den-
sity without having to rezone. As a result,
Ely has taken to calling this part of the text
amendment “the blank check provision.”

“That’s ridiculous,” said Hamer when
asked about Ely’s concerns. “The increased
density only applies to these three proper-
ties. Other properties would have to get a
different text amendment if they wanted
increased density.”

DURING A SERIES of dueling press con-
ferences at City Hall on Tuesday, opponents
sought to draw attention to the massive
opposition to the plan in advance of the
work group’s press conference. A few min-
utes later, Councilman Paul Smedberg con-
vened a press conference inside to officially
release the report. It was a back-and-forth
that has become familiar over the course of
the last year, with those supporting the zon-
ing changes standing in stark contrast to
those in opposition to the zoning changes.

“This is a sad day,” said former Vice Mayor
Andrew Macdonald, wearing a festive Santa
hat for the Market Square press conference.
“We’re being treated as if we really don’t
represent people in the community.”

Opponents said City Council members

Work group member Bob Wood addresses the media
at a City Hall press conference Tuesday releasing the
long-awaited report from the panel. He’s joined by
work group member Nate Macek, left, and City Coun-
cilman Paul Smedberg, right.

Work Group Findings

Former Vice Mayor Andrew Macdonald and members
of the Citizens for an Alternative Waterfront Plan
stage a press conference outside City Hall Tuesday to
voice their opposition to allowing hotels and increas-
ing density.

❖ Eminent Dud: Members strongly discourage
the use of eminent domain to acquire property at
the foot of King Street, where the Old Dominion
Boat Club owns a parking lot on a slice of land the
city wants to use for a new park.

❖ Eliminate Lot: Although the members dis-
courage the use of eminent domain, they also
recommend that the city pursue elimination of the
existing parking lot at the foot of King Street cur-
rently owned by the Old Dominion Boat Club.

❖ Design Plan Needed: Members agreed that
the existing plan lacks a unifying vision. Creating
a design plan could spell out specific characteris-
tics of the plan that have not yet been fully
determined.

❖ Early Parks: Members suggested that new
park space along The Strand and from Waterfront
Park to Wolfe Street be constructed early in the
implementation process as a signal to a skeptical
community that amenities will not be forgotten.

❖ Immediate Maintenance: Members called
for immediate upgrade to maintenance and man-
agement of waterfront parks and public spaces as
a signal to a skeptical community that public in-
vestment will not be forgotten.

❖ West’s Point: Because of its history as a sig-
nificant part of the origin of Alexandria at what is
now Robinson Terminal North, members proposed
historically inspired building designs, interpretive
artwork and markers detailing tobacco shipment,
military transportation, railroads, gasworks and the
old African-American neighborhood known as
Fishtown.

❖ Traffic Study: Although the existing water-
front plan includes a transportation study that
looked at Washington Street, which is six blocks
west of the waterfront, members proposed a new
study that looked at how proposed changes might
affect Union Street, the closest street to the water-
front. Some members of the work group said the
plan should not be adopted until the study was
completed, but Councilman Paul Smedberg dis-
agreed.

❖ New Director: Members called for the cre-
ation of a new senior director to lead
implementation of the plan who would prepare a
budget, coordinate operation of the marina and
oversee maintenance. Public oversight should come
from either a task force or by rechartering the Wa-
terfront Committee as the Waterfront Commission.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
M

i
c
h
a
e
l
 
L
e
e
 
P
o

p
e
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

were on the verge of approving a small area
plan that is widely unpopular, especially in
Old Town. Many said this would be follow-
ing a pattern of behavior in which council
members ignored the desires of constitu-
ents on issues from redevelopment in
Arlandria to endorsing the Mark Center as
the location of a massive new building that

is expected to create regional traffic gridlock
next year. Inside City Hall, the mood was
much more subdued.

“We did what we were asked to do,” said
work group member Nate Macek, who
helped draft the final report. “It was never
expected that we were going to come to a
consensus.”

Giving Back
Municipal Securities

Rulemaking Board (MSRB) Ex-
ecutive Director Lynnette
Hotchkiss presents a check for
$1,000 from the employees of
MSRB to E. Eugene Steuerle,
President of the Board and
John Porter, Executive Director
of ACT for Alexandria.  In pre-
senting the check Dec. 16,
Hotchkiss commented on the
vital importance of national or-
ganizations like MSRB giving
back to the communities in
which they work.  The dona-
tion will assist ACT in its
mission of raising the level and
effectiveness of giving and en-
gagement for the benefit of all
of Alexandria.

ACVA Superstar Awards
The Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association presented the 2011 Superstar Awards at their

December Tourism Marketing Forum Dec. 2 at Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens. The award win-
ners are Sarah Coster, director of Carlyle House; Sharone Swedarsky, co-owner of Alexandria-based
DC Metro Food Tours; and Rebecca Aloisi, vice president of Marketing for Mount Vernon Estate. They
are pictured with Tom Plott, portraying George Washington’s personal physician Dr. James Craik.
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Contact Caddie Tours at 703-938-1300
or niall@caddietoursonline.com
WWW.CADDIETOURSONLINE.COM

Limited availability - book by January 10th
to guarantee your spot!!!

3652 King Street,
Alexandria, Virginia 22302

Phone 703-379-6010
www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

Sparkling Rose Gold
& Steel

Holiday Hours
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

News

By Ed Simmons, Jr.

Gazette Packet

B
onita, 53 and gentle-spo-
ken, who walks with a cane
due to a stroke, said Jesus

spoke to her, saying, “It’s time to
go home to Alexandria. That’s
your home.”

But here she fell victim to an
motel keeper on Route 1 who took
$300 from her for a month’s rent,
only to turn her out after a week.
She ended up sleeping three nights
on a bench at King and Washing-
ton Streets, praying she wouldn’t
be harmed.

She’s safe now at the clean and brightly-lit Alex-
andria Community Shelter, located close to Duke
Street at 2355 Mill Road. “They very pleasant to-
wards me here,” she said of the staff, headed by shel-
ter director Kavita Mirchandani-Saini.

It’s been a year now since nonprofit New Hope
Housing took over the administration of the 65-bed
shelter, a place with regular, nutritious meals, which
has two bunk beds per room, with doors that lock
for privacy. Night after night the shelter is full.
“Whenever there’s room, the bed space is gone within
30 minutes,” said Kavita.

New arrivals go through an intake interview which
determines what caused their homelessness, whether
domestic violence, unemployment and eviction, sub-
stance abuse, mental illness or being newly released
from prison and having nowhere to go. Sex offend-
ers and those with a history of violence are not ad-
mitted.

A case manager is assigned and a 30-day service
plan is drafted aimed at helping the client resolve
their immediate crisis and eventually find work and
a home.

The average stay is about 45 days. Shelter services
include help with alcohol and drug problems, men-
tal health assistance, medical and dental help, coun-
seling, life skills classes, employment counseling,
oversight on job searches and help with taking care
of children. Links are made to other public services
offered by the community.

“People need a lot of support and they get it here,”
said residential services specialist Shirley Robinson,
who herself was homeless in 1994 and 1995, and
stayed at the shelter. The Alexandria Community
Shelter specializes in structured support.

“I’m feeling a little hopeful now,” said 46-year-old
Brenda, a client (not her real name). “I’m a little
stressed. I’m anxious because I’m job hunting right
now. It’ll work out.” Homeless due to domestic vio-
lence, she’s working at becoming a certified nurse’s
assistant and wants to become an RN.

For Ralph, 55, substance abuse led to
homelessness. “I’m being faithful now, not drinking
or drugging. I’ve found a new way of life.”

Another, Cindy, 30, who lost her job and was
evicted, said, “Being here I’ve gotten a lot more help.
There are a lot of resources here.” She said her case
worker is “very supportive.” “I’m hopeful things will
be a lot better.”

And Lisa, 32, a victim of domestic violence who
was later jailed for reasons she doesn’t want to talk
about, said, “Things are starting to fall in place. Once
I can find a job they’ll help me find a home.”

A housing specialist at the shelter assists in locat-
ing affordable housing and helps deal with landlords.
Some clients will be given subsidized housing, oth-
ers will rent a room, some — now that their lives
have stabilized — will move in with family or friends,
a lucky few will be able to afford the market rate.

The shelter helps clients save money in order to
rent, requiring that they save 75 percent of their in-
come once they start working.

“We’re lucky as to our location,” said residential
services director Susan Keenan, “because we have a
lot of jobs here. If you’re employable, you can get a
job in the city of Alexandria.”

Finding housing is harder. “The affordable hous-
ing situation in Alexandria is bad,” said Kavita, the
shelter director. “We just don’t have enough.”

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran, speaking at the shelter’s open
house in October, said, “We have to show that it
works to invest in people.” He called the $7.25 mini-
mum wage “insane.” “It takes $16 an hour to be able
to afford a one-bedroom apartment.”

New Hope Housing executive director Pam Michell
said, “If we only had 434 ‘Jim Moran’s’ we’d have a
totally different social policy.”

And there’s no dimming of Bonita’s optimism, de-
spite being victimized and her three nights endur-
ing on an Alexandria bench. “The housing commit-
tee said they’d make a special project of me,” she
said. “By the grace of God... he was the one that
protected me.”

Healing Lives at Alexandria Shelter

Shelter director Kavita Mirchandani-Saini (right) with
staff members (from left) Christina Trotter, Tomar Brash,
Samuel Carr, Shirley Robinson, Stephanie Sheehan and
Luke Taylor.

Easier to find
jobs in city
than housing.

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

DECEMBER
Cat Adoption Campaign. Local cat

orphanage King Street Cats launched

Bulletin Board

a holiday season version of its “What
About Me?” campaign. It aims at
finding homes for shy and senior
cats. At King Street Cats, 25 S. Dove
St., Alexandria. Opened Saturdays
and Sundays, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. or by
appointment. Visit
www.kingstreetcats.org.

FIRST WEDNESDAYS
The Parkinson’s Disease Support

Group of Alexandria meets the 1st
Wednesday of each month at 2 p.m.
At the Hollin Hall Senior Center,
Room 109, 1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. All Parkinson’s patients
and caregivers are welcome.
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From Page 1

Firefighters Toy Drive Grows To Serve 4,000 Children
and Friends annual toy drive serves more
than 4,000 children in need throughout
Northern Virginia.

“I never expected it would grow like this,”
said toy drive founder Capt. Willie Bailey.
“But businesses and people in the commu-
nity have really stepped up to help fill what
is a growing need in this area.”

Bailey’s 2011 drive culminated Dec. 19
at Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Station
11 on Richmond Highway in Alexandria,
where volunteers helped representatives
from schools and nonprofits pick out toys
for the children they serve.

“This is so overwhelming,” said Charlene
Braxton, who picked up bags of donated
toys, coats and gift cards for Community
Lodgings families. “Because of this drive,
one of our little girls will even be getting
her first bike for Christmas.”

Joining Bailey in distributing toys were
retired firefighters, soldiers from Fort
Belvoir and Scouts from Troop 1865.

“The boys worked hard to raise thousands
of dollars to buy toys and gifts cards,” said
troop leader Eric Severeid, whose son
Mikael raised $2,000 alone this year. “They
didn’t ask for money, they earned it all do-
ing odd jobs so they could help give back to
those less fortunate.”

In partnership with Operation Warm,
more than 500 new coats were also distrib-
uted as part of this year’s drive, adding to
the distribution of more than 2,500 during
a fall coat drive in October.

“A lot of people in the community don’t
have the resources to provide for their fami-
lies,” said Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay.
“Station 11 really is the ‘Pride of the High-
way’ and I am proud to represent this county
and the firefighters who give back so much
to those in need.”

In addition to the toy drive, Bailey’s

Ruth and Grant McIntosh as Mr. and Mrs. Claus pause for a photo with
Scout Troop 1865 members Cory Hamilton, Josh Van Holtz, Sam  Green,
James  Silience and Jack Baker.

Antonio Tamariz and  Charlene Braxton of Commu-
nity Lodgings with ACT’s John Porter and Operation
Warm representative Stephanie Cohen.

Retired firefighters (front) Joe Bertoni, Bill Barton,
Ricky Pray and Steve Hartman and (back) Doug
Emerson, Tom Wolfe, Walter Brown, John Harris and
Elliott Rubino assembled more than 60 bikes as part of
this year’s Firefighters and Friends annual toy drive.
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“When we’re not running
911 emergencies, we’re
trying to find other ways
to give back to the
community.”

— Capt. Willie Bailey, founder of the
Firefighters and Friends annual toy drive

Firefighters and Friends nonprofit has
grown to include the fall coat drive and
August backpack and school supplies drive.

“When we’re not running 911 emergen-
cies, we’re trying to find other ways to give
back to the community,” Bailey said. “I
didn’t have much growing up but have been
very blessed in my life. Now it’s my turn to
give back in whatever small way I can.”

Students from St. Stephen’s &St. Agnes Upper and Middle School
collected more than 250 toys for the Northern Virginia Firefighters
and Friends annual toy drive.

Monica Dammann, 16,
helps Jesse Kruse load toys

for the Firefighters and
Friends annual toy drive.

SSSAS students Emma Luparello,
17, Monica Dammann, 16, and
Sarah Pariser, 17, gather some of
the toys collected for the
Firefighters and Friends toy drive.
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Firefighters’ Helpers
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6-1 Vote Approves Redevelopment in Arlandria
developer’s attorney suggested that delay-
ing approval could have drastically nega-
tive consequences for the financial viabil-
ity of the project.

“There’s been a lot of discussion and a
lot of input,” said Councilman Paul
Smedberg, “much more than a lot of other
plans over the last decade.”

City officials were quick to point out that
the developer offered to include 28 afford-
able housing units in exchange for exceed-
ing the allowable height limit by eight feet.
But many speakers remained skeptical that
the 450 market-rate units would gentrify
the neighborhood by raising rents in the
surrounding community, eventually push-
ing poor and Latino residents out of
Arlandria. Several suggested that the afford-
able housing units weren’t really affordable
at all because they will be priced at 60 per-
cent to 80 percent of the maximum income
limits used by the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. That would
put the units far out of reach for many of
the existing neighborhood residents.

“This is a monument to greed and excess,”
said Hume Springs resident Betty King. “I
realize that gentrification of inevitable, but
in a city like Alexandria, I would hope it
would be more gradual and humane.”

THE POLITICS of gentrification created
sharp divisions in the race for Alexandria
City Council, with three non-incumbent

From Page 1

The 4.88-acre site includes four lots that would be consolidated into one
property for this proposal.

Democrat Charles Sumpter took a differ-
ent approach. During a speech to City Coun-
cil members at the public hearing, Sumpter
said he was not necessarily opposed to the
development. But he said he was concerned
that many Arlandria residents felt as though
they had been excluded from the process.
After the six-to-one vote, the Democratic
candidate issued a statement suggesting
that the incumbent members may have had
a tin ear to concerns raised by their con-
stituents.

“I am not deterred by the City Council’s
decision,” said Sumpter in a written state-
ment issued Monday. “In fact, I am more
motivated than ever to bring to Alexandria
a government that listens and responds to
the will of its people.”

Another potential Democratic candidate,
Sean Holihan, also issued a statement tak-
ing issue with the council’s decision. Al-
though he agrees that redevelopment is
needed in Arlandria, Holihan said the city
should have engaged in more outreach to
community members expressing fears that
they may soon be priced out of their own
neighborhood. Like many of the speakers
Saturday, he questioned the affordability of
the 28 units set aside as affordable hous-
ing.

“These affordable housing units will be
available for those making around $50,000
a year,” Holihan said in a written statement
Sunday. “Unfortunately, many residents
don’t meet that definition of affordable.”

members issuing statements shortly after
the vote to weigh in — one in favor and
two against the decision. Republican Scott
Gordon praised the addition of new afford-
able housing units to the existing stock and
commended the development as “urban
revitalization.”

“Alexandria is quickly becoming a pro-

gressive city and in order to play that role
effectively, progress must be made in areas
deemed otherwise lacking fiscal stability,
such as Arlandria,” Gordon said in a writ-
ten statement. “I am hard pressed to op-
pose any development that will strengthen
the commercial and residential stability of
a struggling economic region.”

Black Fire Service Professionals Host Toy Party
News

Members of the Black Fire Service Professionals gather for a group
photo prior to distributing toys at the 11th annual holiday toy party
Dec. 18 at the Mark Center Hilton.

Members of the Hot Topic All Stars
perform for the crowd.

Capt. Thurston McClain, founder of
the Holiday Toy Party, with firefighter
Anthony Kelly and McClain’s god-
daughter, 2-year-old  Sanai Kelly.

M
ore than 150 children from the
city’s recreation center programs
attended the 11th annual Black

Fire Service Professionals holiday toy party
Dec. 18, an event founded by Alexandria
firefighter Capt. Thurston McClain.

“I went to a party like this as a kid when
I was growing up,” McClain said. “Starting
one of my own is my way of giving back to
the community.”

Held at the Mark Center Hilton, Fire Chief
Adam Thiel was on hand to help distribute
toys and the Hot Topic All Stars competitive
cheerleading squad provided entertainment.

— Jeanne Theismann

Photos by Jeanne

Theismann/Gazette Packet
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703-505-2710
www.rugbazaar-va.com

5641-D General Washington Drive
Alexandria, VA 22312

across from Marlo Furniture

Leaders In Flooring & Design Since 1949

Visit our Showroom
to view 1000’s of Design
Choices for Wall-To-Wall

and Area Rugs.
All Sizes for

every budget and style.

Visit our Showroom
to view 1000’s of Design
Choices for Wall-To-Wall

and Area Rugs.
All Sizes for

every budget and style.

Reserve now

for Holiday Parties

And for our Champagne

New Year’s Eve Party

Don’t miss Opera Night
…December 28th

Jazz Wednesday Nights with
Bob Williams on the piano
Italian & American Classie
Melodies with Roberto on

Thursday Nights

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
www.trattoriadafranco.com

Join Franco and his staff for a festive

Christmas Eve Dinner
Featuring Holiday Music with

Annya Smirlovia from Russia
And a few Arias by Franco, too!

Franco and his staff wish you Peace,
Love, Faith & Hope this Holiday Season!

Special Holiday Menu includes:
Salmon with Caviar ~ Lobster Ravioli

~ Veal with Cream Brandy Sauce

By Jeanne Theismann

 Gazette Packet

T
he clock is ticking. This
year, procrastinators actu
ally get a break in that

Christmas Eve is a Saturday. And
while it may seem counterintuitive
to wait until then, stores are actu-
ally less crowded and many begin
marking down merchandise that
evening in anticipation of the Dec.
26 sales.

So grab that gift list. It’s not too
late to get started with some of
these last-minute gift ideas.

1. For something different and
unique, check out the gift shops
in Alexandria’s local museums.

2. School bookstores, like those
at T.C. Williams High School or
nearby colleges, often have inter-
esting gifts for students along with
logo-ware for your favorite alum.

3. Support local businesses and
give a unique gift by purchasing
artwork (Todd Healy), spirits (Port
City Brewing) or even cheese
(Cheestique) from the hometown
experts.

4. Grab a USB flash drive then
load it with songs the recipient
would like to add to their collec-
tion. This is the ultimate last-
minute gift since it can be done at
home long after the last stores
have closed their doors on Christ-
mas Eve.

5. One-of-a-kind hand-crafted
gifts can be found at the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, including tex-
tile gifts like colorful scarves,
wraps, sweaters and capes. Unique
pottery and images of local scenes
are also available in a variety of
mediums.

6. Many local shops have hand-
made soaps, candles and regional
treats. Save time by searching the
web for store reviews, hours and
directions.

7. For the athlete on your list, a
gift certificate to a yoga studio,
cycling studio or specialized fit-
ness class allows the recipient to
try out a different activity before
making a large financial commit-
ment.

8. Give a certificate for dance or
acting classes (The Little Theatre
of Alexandria), music lessons (The
Alexandria School for the Perform-
ing Arts in Del Ray) or a wine tast-
ing class (Unwined).

9. A tisket, a tasket. Put it in a
basket.  Create a theme — like DIY,
spa night or barbecue bash (think
Pork Barrel BBQ) — and fill a con-
tainer with everything the recipi-
ent needs to do the job right. The
folks at Artfully Gifts and Choco-
late can do this for you on the spot
as late as Christmas Eve.

10. Wrap up a current magazine

Holiday Gift Guide

Wrapping It Up
10 tips for
procrastinating
shoppers.

A gift certificate to acting classes at the Little Theatre
of Alexandria makes a unique gift. Classes are avail-
able for all ages.

Eric Nelson and the staff
at Artfully Gifts and
Chocolate can prepare a
gift basket on the spot as
late as closing time on
Christmas Eve.

or newspaper with a note that a
subscription has been purchased
for the recipient.  The recipient is
sure to think of you each time a
new issue arrives.
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Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works

…for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alexandria. My wife and I
grew up here. I’m a finish carpenter
with 30 yrs. experience.

My work is meticulous, and I
take great pride in completing jobs
on time, and on budget. Let me give
you a quote on that home project
you’ve been thinking about and
check it off your list! My prices are
reflective of the times.

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alexandria Neighbor

eye2eye optometry corner
Dr. Dora Adamopoulos

www.myeye2eye.com
1502 Mt. Vernon Ave

703-548-0122

Eye exams available
Most insurances accepted

$75 off 1st pair
of complete eyeglasses,
$150 off 2nd pair.

Use your Flex Spending dollars before they expire.

*see associate for details

Eyeglass SpecialEyeglass Special

Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

Classes begin January 11th

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

B
y the end of 1861, Alexandria had become a
Union city. Every business in the city had re-
organized to deal with the new reality of oc-

cupation. And it wasn’t a pretty sight.
“Outsiders after easy money infiltrated the town,”

wrote historian James Barber. “Rents soared as huck-
sters established businesses along the main avenues.”

King Street was flooded with novelty shops fea-
turing telescopes and micro-
scopes. For a small fee, passers-
by could peer inward or stare
outward. They could visit distant
cities by looking through the
lenses of a stereoscope. Devices
designed to measure human
strength attracted men whose
arms were now bulging from
having dug earthenworks
around the city. At the infamous
Marshall House, postcards were
for sale depicting the Confeder-
ate martyr James W. Jackson and
the late Union hero Elmer
Ellsworth.

“The staircase is almost all torn
away by eager relic hunters,”
wrote Private John Vautier, a sol-
dier in the 88th Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry. “But as for me, I was content with
standing on the spot where he breathed his last, and
where the blood of Jackson stained the floor.”

People who could make the trek across the Potomac
went to the District of Columbia, where the cost of
produce was significantly lower. Those who could
not score a pass haggled with local poultry dealers
selling uncleaned chickens and turkeys by weight.
The price of wood skyrocketed as the Union Army
consumed acre after acre in Northern Virginia.

“During the nine months of occupation, the city
had changed to such an extent that some senior citi-
zens hardly recognized it,” Baber wrote. “They could
never remember market process so high.”

ALEXANDRIA BECAME a town of saloons and wa-
tering holes, eager to offer a respite for the boys in
blue. Before the war, the city had three saloons. By
the beginning of 1862, Alexandria boasted more than
20 liquor halls and more were opening their doors
every week. Soldiers forked over as much as $3 for a
bottle of whiskey, but one contemporaneous account
explained that “wine and lager flowed freely.”

“The number of taverns, restaurants, eating houses
of all grades, and similar establishments, in differ-
ent parts of this town is increasing,” the Local News
reported. “The proprietors appear to be newcomers.”

Rowdy drunken soldiers flooded the streets. A
popular amusement hall at the corner of King and
Henry streets known as the Odeon entertained
nightly crowds of men from the 31st New York and
the 88th Pennsylvania. Those who became wildly out
of control were apprehended by the guards and
marched to the slave pen. City authorities eventu-
ally adopted more and more radical means of con-
trol. One was to confine prostrated men in wheel-
barrows and push them over rutted streets “suffi-
cient to restore consciousness to the most befogged
reason.”

In his new book, “Civil War Northern Virginia
1861,” author William Connery traces how the first
months of the war forever transformed the common-

wealth. Perhaps the most perplexing part of that
transformation is how polarizing it remains today,
150 years later. For example, the chapter recounting
the Union forces marching into Alexandria uses both
“invasion” and “liberation” in its title. At the heart
of that struggle was the intractable problem of sla-
very.

“Many Army field commanders returned runaway
slaves to their owners under the Fugitive Slave Law
still in force,” wrote Connery. “But the soldiers and
politicians became increasingly angry and dissatis-
fied with the situation as the flood of fugitives in-
creased, and the Confederate armies employed the
labor of the remaining slaves.”

AS 1861 FADED into the mist of time, Alexandria
looked back on the year as the darkest chapter in
living memory. It began with the clouds of war gath-
ering on the horizon. By spring the blood of Union
and Confederate mingled in the stairwell of the
Marshall House. The summer heat brought an epic
battle that pierced the illusion of a short-lived war.
By autumn, city leaders who refused to take a loy-
alty oath were ousted from office in a hostile take-
over.

“The old year expires to-day,” the Local News re-
ported on Jan. 31, 1861. “Its sorrows and distresses
have far exceeded those heretofore experienced
within the memory of the oldest. For the mercies
vouchsafed we should be profoundly grateful — but
no rational and feeling man can fail to hope for
brighter and happier days in the year which is to
come, and which is to commence to-morrow.”

A City Out of Control
History

By the end of 1861,
Alexandria grappled with
anarchy and occupation.

A stereograph shows a group of Union soldiers at the
Marshall House, scene of the assassination of Col.
Elmer Ellsworth on May 24, 1861.
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Sesquicentennial Calendar
❖ Public Lecture: On Jan. 28 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.,

author and former chief historian for the Fredericksburg and
Spotsylvania National Military Park Robert Krick will give a
free lecture titled “Robert E. Lee and His Detractors in the Age
of Anti-Hero.”

❖ Civil War Ball: On Jan. 28 from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern will be hosting a Civil War Ball as part of the
city’s sesquicentennial commemoration. Tickets are $45 a
person in advance and $40 at the door. Period attire, either
civilian or military, is encouraged.
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Opinion

T
his is the last regular edition of the
Gazette Packet for 2011. Between
Christmas and New Year’s, we’ll
deliver the Children’s Gazette

Packet, an annual tradition, with pages filled
with the artwork and writing of local students.

Meanwhile, we are preparing for the first
issue of 2012, sharing views of what were the
most important happenings of 2011
and what to look for in 2012. We’ll also
share a variety of New Year’s resolu-

tions. We invite our readers to help in this en-
deavor.

For some, local elections were likely the top
event of 2011. For advocates of families of
the fallen, like the Tragedy Assistance Pro-
gram (TAPS), the end of 2011 brings the end
of the Iraq war and the complex emotional
and practical issues that come with that. For
non-profits and charitable organizations,
2011 brought greatly increasing numbers of
people in need. For your family, the top events
of 2011 might have included the birth of a
child or a graduation or the completion of a
marathon.

Share your joys and milestones with us, not
only from the year that’s past, but also
your expectations of 2012.

Answer one or all of these questions:

 1) What were the (one, two or three) most
significant happenings of 2011 for you in your
community? Why?

 2) What do you think our readers should
know to watch for in the coming year (up to
three issues)? Or what do you think the top
(one, two or three) happenings of 2012 will
be locally? Why?

3) What is your New Year’s Resolution? (Feel
free to share more than one)

Please include your home address with your
responses, we’ll only print your town name.
And we’d also love to have a photo of you, your
family and/or events or places in your com-
munity that you reflect upon in your answer.

Please send photos and answers via
emai l  to  S teven Mauren,  smauren@
connectionnewspapers.com.

Share Your New Year’s Resolutions
What were top events,
accomplishments of
2011 in your opinion?

Free, Safe Ride Home from Holiday Celebrations
Once again, the Washington Regional Alco-

hol Program will provide a safety net for those
who might celebrate the holiday season with
alcohol and unexpectedly need a safe ride
home.

WRAP’s 2011 Holiday SoberRide program
will operate each night from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.
The program began Friday, Dec. 16, and will

continue until Jan. 1, 2012.
To receive a free cab ride home (up to a $30

fare), call 800-200-8294 (TAXI). You must be
21 or older to use the SoberRide service. All
requests for SoberRide service must be called
to and dispatched from 1-800-200-8294. Call-
ers will be responsible for any amount over
$30.

WRAP’s SoberRide has helped to ensure lo-
cal residents have a safe way home on high-
risk holidays, keeping likely impaired drivers
off the roads. Since 1993, WRAP has provided
nearly 53,000 safe rides home. SoberRide op-
erates during the December/January holiday
season, St. Patrick’s Day, Independence Day
and Halloween.

For details, see http://wrap.org/soberride

Editorials

By Dr. Morton Sherman

Superintendent of Schools

T
he recent community dia-ogue around
adult education and adult English
Language Learner (ELL) programs is

heartening to me. I want to thank everyone
who has engaged in this dialogue or attended
a community meeting to share your stories and
your thoughts with the Alexandria School
Board, and with me, regarding our recent pro-
posal for Flexible and Extended Learning Op-
portunities that includes Adult Education Pro-
grams.

The expression of opinions from all sides of
the issue along with productive discussions will

help us model the demo-
cratic process and the
power of knowledge to our

children. The greater the degree of commu-
nity engagement in public education, the
greater success we will have in graduating
knowledgeable, thoughtful, active students
who contribute to our global community.

That is the mission of this school division: to
provide the environment, resources, and com-
mitment to ensure that each and every student
succeeds — academically, emotionally, physi-
cally, and socially. Our priority in carrying out
our mission is to serve the underserved and
eliminate disproportionality by eliminating
academic achievement differences among race,
income, disability and language subgroups. We
know we have much work to do together to
ensure the academic success of our students
and enhance their quality of life beyond their
secondary education years. We know that this
includes increasing the opportunities for our

students ages 15-22 to earn a standard or ad-
vanced diploma. We must do better at offer-
ing innovative forms of Credit Recovery and
acceleration for students on the path to gradu-
ation and we must find efficient effective ways
to serve the needs of our Adult ELL students;
in fact we must increase the reach of our pro-
grams for these students.

I want to be clear with the Alexandria com-
munity that at no point has this administra-
tion sought to eliminate our Adult ELL or our
GED programs. Our mission is to ensure the
success and meet the needs of all students. To
think that we would eliminate services to some
of our most needy and deserving students is
unimaginable to me. But it is also our job to
carry out our mission efficiently and effectively
— to manage these programs to achieve opti-
mal success and provide opportunities to all
the students who need us. To always seek to
improve services is at the very core of our work.

And that brings us to our current position.
That is why it is our duty to take a hard look at
our existing programs and enhance and im-
prove them to meet the needs of our students
in better ways. To ensure that more of our stu-
dents earn a standard diploma, that we do not
lose our non-traditional students with extenu-
ating personal or academic issues to bureau-
cracy, lack of motivation, or lack of opportu-
nity; we must make some modifications now.
We must be flexible in our approach and we
must develop a more complete continuum of
services. If we work together as a community
to do this, we will achieve greater success in
school, work, and life for our students.

Therefore, I have proposed these key com-
ponents to restructure our current adult edu-

cation program and approach to ensuring a
high school diploma for all students:

❖ Adult ELL language development courses
will continue to be offered.

❖ Students ages 15-22 who are not currently
enrolled in T.C. Williams programs will be en-
couraged to enroll in a high school diploma
program.

❖ GED opportunities will be reduced, but
not eliminated, as we focus on helping students
achieve a high school diploma.

❖ Adult basic academic preparation will be
offered for adults over 22.

❖ Pathways To Graduation at T.C. will con-
tinue through the 2011-12 school year with
proposed changes for the 2012-13 school year.

❖ Credit Recovery students will continue
their course as an 8th period block under the
auspices of T.C. Williams.

I look forward to our continued community
discussion around the scope of our efforts to
enhance the quality of life for our students
through attainment of a high school diploma
and how we can improve services for our adult
learners. My hope is that we will grow into a
community of life-long learners; that we will
learn and grow together.

Extending Learning Opportunities in APCS

Commentary

Perfect Storm
To the Editor:

In an e-mail obtained by the Seminary Hill
Association, as the result of a recent FOIA re-
quest to the City, Alexandria’s director of Plan-
ning & Zoning, Faroll Hamer, suggests that “a
perfect storm” may be brewing over develop-

Letters

See Letters,  Page 13
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Opinion

By Giselle Pelaez

Executive Director

Center for Alexandria’s Children

A
s the memorable song goes, the
holidays can be “the most won
derful time of the year!” Unfor
tunately, it can also be a time of

increased stress and anxiety for many fami-
lies as we struggle to meet holiday expec-
tations and stay within our budgets. The
City of Alexandria’s Community Services
Board has some great tips for reducing Holi-
day Stress including: asking for help; find-

ing time to relax; and
spending peaceful indi-
vidual time with each of

your children, doing quiet activities that
they enjoy (try just 10 minutes every other
day!). For more tips, visit the City’s website
at: http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/
dchs/info/HolidayColor.pdf.

While we concentrate on family this holi-
day season, the Center for Alexandria’s
Children urges all parents to be mindful of
some harsh realities: studies have shown
that 90 percent of childhood sexual abuse
occurs by someone the child knows and
trusts.

 The Center for Alexandria’s Children, a
public-private partnership that protects chil-
dren and strengthens families by coordinat-
ing the investigation, prosecution, treat-
ment and prevention of child abuse in one

safe, child-friendly facility, has some spe-
cific steps that parents can take immediately
and all year long to protect their children
from sexual abuse:

❖ It’s not healthy to expect the worst in
people, however we should be conscious
that child sexual abuse can occur in our own
homes and by adults that we know person-
ally: clergy, coaches, teachers, neighbors,
and relatives. When adults realize and ac-
cept this, we pay start to pay attention to
what may be happening to the children in
our community.

❖ Limit one-child, one–adult situations.
More than 80 percent of sexual abuse cases
occur in one-adult/one-child situations. We
know that one-on-one time with a trusted
adult is important for children, but consider
if these interactions can be interruptible or
observable, or if there are policies in place
that limit one-child, one-adult situations.
When adults reduce the risk, the children
in our community are better protected.

❖ Talk about it. Empower children to say
“no” to any kind of touching with which
they do not feel comfortable, including well
intentioned hugs and tickles. And support
their right to draw their boundaries. Main-
tain a relationship of trust with your child,
so he/she finds it easy to talk with you about
their fears. Teach your child about differ-
ent parts of the body, particularly his/her
private parts. Advise him/her to tell some-
one s/he trusts if anyone tries to touch their

private parts or tries to make them do some-
thing that makes them feel frightened.

❖ Be alert. If an adult seems overly inter-
ested in spending time with your child;
think about ways you can monitor the rela-
tionship. He or she might offer to take care
of your child, want to be alone with your
child, take your child on a trip, or give your
child multiple gifts. Ask for specifics about
the planned activities; drop in unexpectedly
to supervise their time together; talk with
your child when they return; notice your
child’s mood and whether the child can tell
you with confidence how the time was
spent.

FACTS TO REMEMBER:
Though hard to admit, the greatest risk

to our children doesn’t come from strang-
ers but from friends and family.

❖ Children are much more likely to be
sexually abused by someone they know than
a stranger. In more than 90 percent of sexual
abuse cases, the child and the child’s fam-
ily know and trust the abuser.

❖ 30-40 percent of children who are sexu-
ally abused are abused by a family mem-
ber.

❖ It is very hard for children to tell oth-
ers if they have been abused. Abusers often
tell them that something dreadful will hap-
pen to them or others if they tell.

❖ People who abuse children look and
act just like everyone else. In fact, they of-

ten go out of their way to appear trustwor-
thy to gain access to our children.

If a child tells you about being sexually
abused, you might be the only one with the
courage to speak out and proactively get
help for that child. The most important fac-
tor is the child’s right to be safe. If you have
concerns that a child may be suffering
abuse, please report it by calling the
Hotline: 703-746-5800. For more informa-
tion, contact the Center for Alexandria’s
Children at 703-746-6008.

We encourage all families to take an ac-
tive role in helping to keep our children safe.
By taking these steps, parents can begin to
ensure the safety of their loved ones. What
a gift for the holidays.

Since opening its doors in 2007, the Cen-
ter has served more than 1,000 children and
families from throughout the Alexandria
community annually affected by abuse and
neglect. It has proved to be a powerful new
tool in our city’s arsenal to fight and even-
tually eradicate child abuse and neglect.

Protect Children During Holiday Season and All Year Long

Commentary

Taylor Run
CAROLING ON DEC. 30
Because Christmas is on a Sunday, Shooters

Hill carolers will tromp around the top of the hill
singing and collecting money for Children’s
Hospital on Dec. 30. Starting at 5:30 p.m., car-
olers should gather at 310 Park Road.

— Lois Kelso Hunt
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Free Digital
Subscriptions
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Not valid online or through general
reservations • Not valid for groups

of 10 or more rooms.

Convenience. Comfort.
Visit your relatives and stay with us. Invite the family for

the holidays dinner, and we will do the washing up.
Park & Play – enjoy the sights and sounds of Washington, D.C.

Shop in Old Town Alexandria, and we will do the parking.

Alexandria SW at Hoffman Town Center
2460 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria, VA 22314

To book, please call the hotel at 703-740-4215

’Tis the Season!
Expecting company for the Holidays?

’Tis the Season!
Expecting company for the Holidays?

Off-Season Pricing

60-75%

OFF POTS

60-75%

OFF POTS

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

50% Off
Camellias, Nandina, Crepe Myrtle,

Azaleas, Aucuba, Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias, Blue Atlas

Cedar & Select Shade Trees

Christmas Trees, Greens,

Poinsettias & Cyclamen

Holiday Hours

Open Fri. Dec.

23rd until 7pm,

Sat. Christmas Eve

until 6pm

Holiday Hours

Open Fri. Dec.

23rd until 7pm,

Sat. Christmas Eve

until 6pm

Letters

See Letters,  Page 22

The Week Before Christmas
The following item was found in a City trash bin, wedged between a poster

advertising the Scottish Christmas Walk and a sign advocating “Don’t Re-
Zone the Waterfront!”

By A. Nonny Moose

‘Twas the week before Christmas,
And all through the town
Debate o’er the waterfront
Raged up and then down.
“Development first!” one side decried.
“No! No! Parks and Art!” the other replied.
Letters and ads in newspapers galore
Let residents know they were in for a war.
Waterfront Working Group meetings had ended,
With such a division, all knew what portended.
Onward to Council their big report flew,
No trace of consensus at all within view.
City Council proceeded with plans and Op Eds,
While visions of dollar signs danced in their heads.
“On with development! Let’s have more and more!
“We won’t be content ‘til hotels crowd the shore!”
“We started with BRAC and then Corridor A.
“We’re just getting started! We won’t go away!
“The waterfront’s next. Then Potomac Yard’s coming!
“When we are all done, the City’ll be humming!”
“But what about us?” a young resident asked.
“Don’t we have some rights? Aren’t you going too fast?”
“You don’t understand,” all the Councilmen said.
“We need those hotels, or we’ll go in the red.”
“But our kids need the parks,” the young resident said.
“Your plan has hotels and new bars there instead.”
“And our history matters!” an old graybeard stated.
“Tall ships, George Washington, Bob E. Lee … all created
“The city we love! The City we live in!
“We’ll, no never agree to give in!”
“But hotels are so cool!” the Council replied
“They’re all glass and faux brick, with parking inside.”

“Never mind all the traffic the hotels will bring.
“Tax income alone will make our hearts sing!”
“And the submarine parking! Why that’s all the rage!
“Cars will float up and down in a huge steel cage!”
“And don’t forget restaurants! We own three or four.
“With these new hotels, we can add several more!
“And boats! Lovely boats! We can tax them a lot!
“And we’ll build a new pier to bring more to this spot!”
“Now wait just a minute!” the young citizen cried.
“Don’t YOU work for US? Why aren’t you on our side?”
“And do you not see?” asked a citizen true,
“That hotels don’t bring tourists. Art and History do!”
“How charming,” the Councilmen said with a sneer.
“The truth of the matter is perfectly clear!”
“Developers rule! And biggest is best!
“A huge new hotel will just pass the test.”
And then clapping their hands overhead in great glee
The councilmen gloated, “And it’s practically free!”
And they danced up the hill, trampling Art ‘neath their feet
And History, too, lay there bruised in the street.
And Parks were forgotten. They’d soon be paved over,
While the Councilmen all rolled on in the clover.
And I heard them exclaim as they danced up the street
“Merry Christmas to us! We can’t wait for our treat!”

   ***
But the end of this story’s not yet written, my friend.
You still have a chance to change how it will end.
If you support Parks, Art, and History, too,
Then write to the Councilmen. Let them know your view
Then perhaps, just perhaps, a real change can take place
And the Council may find different use for the space
And respect what was done by Councils before,
And generations to come will still have the shore.

A. Nonny Moose was assisted by Alexandrian Hugh M. Van Horn.

ment in Alexandria. She was re-
ferring to the expressions of citi-
zen outrage at her Waterfront Plan
on the east side of town and the
concerns of West End residents
over the Beauregard Corridor Plan
and a lighted field at Hammond
High School.

Indeed, she is right. A hurricane
of protest is building all over the
city, and she and her department
are mainly responsible.  The more
one delves into what has been hap-
pening recently to foster intense
development in the city, the more
one is convinced that City Staff has
been manipulating city processes
and the citizenry in order to gain
results that will almost certainly
disadvantage current residents.
Remember these are the same
folks who brought us the BRAC.

Now the City Staff is pushing a
plan for the Beauregard Corridor
on the grounds that it would fund
from developer contributions
$139.5 million in “public benefits.”
Those largely turn out to be addi-
tions to the roadways and trans-
portation that chiefly will benefit
the developers themselves, not
current residents. In return, the
developers would be allowed to
build the functional equivalent of
five more BRACs in the corridor,
tearing down hundreds of trees
and increasing traffic. City staff
has shown no interest in listening
to neighborhood civic groups that
have been opposed to major ele-
ments of the proposed plan.

Meanwhile City Council has
failed to rein in taxpayer-paid city
employees despite constant warn-
ings from citizens. With a new City
Manager on board this is a good
opportunity for change. There is
still time for Council to do some-
thing positive to stop city staff from
jeopardizing our neighborhoods.
For who knows what or whom the
winds from Ms. Hamer’s perfect
storm may ultimately blow away?

Jack Sullivan
Alexandria

Appreciates
Efforts
To the Editor:

The Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria wishes to thank the
Olde Towne School for Dogs, spe-
cifically Sandy and Carlos Mejias
and their staff, for once again host-
ing the Pet Photos with Santa
event on Dec. 2-4, 2011. Special
thanks also go to all of the mem-
bers of our community (both 2-
and 4-legged) who participated in
the photo shoot, and additionally
to our wonderful volunteers who
help make the annual event such
a success.

From Page 10
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People

Cheers!
Sherry Party
celebrates 41 years.

T
he tradition of the all-female
Sherry Party continued Dec. 11,
marking 41 years of women
from throughout the city com-

ing together to celebrate their roles in the
community.

“I have attended every Sherry Party since
it was started in 1970,” said Carol Siegel.
“It was pot luck back then. I never expected
it to grow into something like this. Heck, I
never expected to make it through the turn
of the century.”

Held for the third year in a row at the
home of Arthur Peabody and his wife, Lucy
Thomson, the Sherry Party was started by
some of Alexandria’s pioneering women as

Lucy Thomson, Judge Becky Moore and Karyn Moran.
Nancy Macklin, Donnan Wintermute and Janet
Barnett.

State Sen. Patsy Ticer and ACPS
School Board chair Sheryl Gorsuch
arrive at the 2011 Sherry Party
Dec. 11 at the home of Lucy
Thomson and Arthur Peabody.

Resa O’Flaherty and daughter
Lucelle O’Flaherty. Vola Lawson and Nancy Coats.Kathy Burns and Grace Mechanic.

an alternative to the many all-male events
taking place in the city at that time.

“This is such a fun and wonderful tradi-
tion,” said retiring state Sen. Patsy Ticer.
“Everyone knows and respects everyone and
the active role they play in the community.”

More than 150 women attended this
year’s event, with host Peabody’s role as the
lone male limited to serving the women.

“I am only allowed out of the kitchen to
serve the sherry,” Peabody laughed. “But the
women are always charming and I am

happy to have a small part in the evening.”
Asked if the party has changed much over

the years, Siegel laughed. “We were all a
lot younger then.”

— Jeanne Theismann

See People Notes,  Page 20

To have a People Note published in the Gazette-
Packet, send an e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers or call Steve Hibbard
703-778-9412. Pictures encouraged.

Alexandria Police Officer Brandon Smith
was recognized Dec. 16, for his efforts in the fight
against impaired driving at the 14th Annual Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP) Awards.
Officer Smith was among 11 law enforcement of-
ficers from the region recognized by WRAP for their
outstanding commitment and exemplary service in
the fight against drunk driving. Smith, a two year
veteran of the Police Department Patrol Operations
Bureau, removed over 90 impaired drivers from

Alexandria roadways during the past year.

Becky O’Neil, president and founder of Becky’s
Pet Care of Alexandria, was selected from more
than 5,000 submissions to be featured in The 2012
Woman’s Advantage Shared Wisdom Calendar.
The calendar provides advice for women business
owners from influential women leaders across the
U.S. and Canada.

Best Lawyers, the oldest and most respected
peer-review publication in the legal profession, has
named Thomas J. Curcio as the “Washington DC
Best Lawyers Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs’
Lawyer of the Year” for 2012.

Dick Knodt, former president and CEO of
Vacation.com of Alexandria, was recognized na-
tionally for his lifetime of success in the travel
industry.  Knodt was honored at The Plaza Hotel
in New York City on Dec. 15, with Travel Weekly’s
2011 Lifetime Achievement Award. The award is
given annually to an individual whose efforts have
led to extraordinary results within an enterprise
and who has also made significant contributions to
the industry as a whole. Knodt was one of four Life-
time Achievement Award winners at this year’s
Travel Weekly Reader’s Choice Awards ceremony.

Garry Westcott stars in ‘Thurston’
Kathryn O’Sullivan, head of the Theatre Program

at the Manassas Campus of Northern Virginia Com-
munity College, has written and produced an
online Western drama series. “Thurston” tells the
story of residents of a remote mining town in the
Kansas Ozarks and their struggle for survival.

Alexandria resident Garry Westcott plays the
role of Marshal Perry Robinson.

He began performing in radio commercials at the
age of 7. His stage credits include “Hamlet,” “The
Apple Tree,” “The Allegation” and “The Age of
Aquarius.”

Film credits include “Call to Danger,” a Peter
Graves made-for-TV movie; “Don’t Drink the Wa-

People Notes

Rose Berla, Vola Lawson, Arthur Peabody and Sandy Modell.
Susan Kellom, Marian Van
Landingham and Jayne Clancy.Tammy Ignacil and Carol Siegel.
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Entertainment

A
s New York City drops the ball in
Times Square on New Year’s Eve, Al-
exandria will drop 6,000 balls on

revelers as laser lights crisscross the sky and
club music moves people to dance and sing
at the First Night Alexandria finale on the
lawn of the George Washington Masonic
Memorial. The finale warms up with a
dance party on the Memorial lawn begin-
ning at 10 p.m. with tunes by DJ Ray Ca-
sino. At 11:30 p.m. the show goes multi-
media, with video, music, and a spectrum
of colorful lasers, culminating in a midnight
countdown and ball drop. Party-goers will
want to snag a ball so they can enter to win
prizes. On Jan. 1, participants who go to
First Night’s Facebook page and post a photo
of themselves with a ball and First Night
badge will discover if they are a winner.

First Night Alexandria is a mega mix of
live musical acts and entertainment with
100 performances at 18 indoor venues
throughout Old Town Alexandria. Swing,
Argentinean tango, Cajun, rock, blues, jazz,
and entertainment for kids, are just some
of the acts ringing in the New Year. With
these performances, plus a comedy magic
show, interactive kids’ activities and the all-
ages, Fun Hunt, First Night Alexandria is
the largest family-friendly and alcohol-free
New Year’s Eve event in the region. Your
ticket for the event is a First Night badge
which gives you access to entertainment
and activities at spots all around Old Town.
This year’s First Night headquarters is the
Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron Street,
just blocks from King Street Metro Station.

Starting at 7 p.m., with your First Night
badge and schedule in hand, stroll
Alexandria’s streets among venues, or hop on
and off the free King Street Trolley to catch
your favorite acts. Check out entertainment
at venues including the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, the Little Theatre of Alexandria, his-
toric Christ Church, and the Lyceum. Muse-
ums, public buildings, and retail shops are
turned into performance venues to showcase
talent. Make a night of it with dinner at one
of Old Town’s restaurants, pop into a warm,
inviting pub, or grab a bite to eat at desig-
nated First Night venues.

First Night Alexandria New Year’s Eve Bash
100 live performances at 18 indoor venues.

What’s In Store:

First Night Scavenger
Hunt designed by
T.C. Williams senior.

Lauren McCracken, T.C. Williams
senior, who wrote the clues for the
First Night Scavenger Hunt.

Photo by Gary Carr/GaryPhoto.com

By Maya Horowitz

Gazette Packet

S
tart New Year’s Eve with a George
Washington-themed fun hunt around
Alexandria, designed by T.C. Williams

senior Lauren McCracken.
“What people who are thinking about do-

ing it should keep in mind is that it’s great for
a family activity,” said Ann Dorman, execu-
tive director of First Night Alexandria. “There’s
a little bit of history in it because all the clues
center around places that were important to
George Washington. It’s really walkable. It’s
a fun way to spend New Year’s Eve afternoon.”

The fun hunt is now in its third year. It was
designed by board member Denny Auld, who
wanted to create a low-cost lead up to the
annual First Night festivities. When Auld re-
tired, Dorman had to find someone else to
write the clues. She turned to Ruth Reeder,
education coordinator at Alexandria Archae-
ology. Reeder suggested T.C. Williams senior
McCracken.

McCracken had made a scavenger hunt
previously for the archaeology museum so she
was a natural choice. She was given guide-
lines and studied hunts from previous years
to created this year’s map. She chose George
Washington as a theme.

“At first I really didn’t know where to start,
when they showed me the list of sites, I really
didn’t have any ideas,” said McCracken. “But
I started to realize, ‘Wow George Washington
really has something to do with each one of
these. George Washington would be a good

theme.’ It just all came full circle. We wanted
to make this fun because a lot of families
might be staying in hotels in Old Town. For
people who live in Alexandria, we wanted to
teach them some things they hadn’t learned
before, and definitely for people coming out
of town, there’s so much you couldn’t possi-
bly know until you see it yourself.”

It took McCracken a week or two in August
to create the hunt and they did a test run in
October to make the final edits.

There are three different routes with about
eight clues/stops on each. Teams can pick up
their clues at 1 p.m. at the Durant Center and
they have until 4:45 p.m. to be back at the
Durant Center with their completed answer
sheets. The routes take about 45 minutes.
Time has been allowed for teams to relax at
shops and restaurants in Old Town between
clues.

“When we did the test run, I went with a
family that was super competitive,” said
McCracken. “They ran the whole thing. They
probably did it in like 20/30 minutes, which
was amazing to me. Other families that got
confused or it was difficult for them, it took
them over an hour. We really want people to
take their time and stop in shops. Take in the
holiday time.”

All the clues can be found outside and the
routes are about a mile.

“What I like about it is that it’s suitable for
all ages,” said Dorman. “You can do it as a
family or if there are a group of adults that
want to do it. It’s multigenerational. It’s all
walking distance. It’s not a timed event, so
you can do it as quickly or as casually as you
want to do it.”

Everyone that correctly completes the hunt
clue sheet by 4:45 p.m. is eligible to win
prizes. Fun hunters must be present at the
First Night kick-off at 5 p.m.

Answer sheets are drawn randomly from a
box for first-, second- and third-place. Prizes
include cash, treats from Bittersweet, Potomac
Riverboat Company passes and assorted gift
certificates from establishments in Old Town.

❖ Matthew Mills, named one of the 50 fast-
est guitarists by Guitar World magazine, performs
instrumental acoustic guitar influenced by fla-
menco guitar and contemporary jazz.

❖ Grammy nominee Ray Owen whips up a
feast of classic tunes, Americana and roots acous-
tic music and stirs in a healthy helping of comedy.
Owen has performed with Garth Brooks, Arlo
Guthrie, Bill Monroe and Bob Hope, and has toured
with Willie Nelson and America.

❖ Junkyard Saints will be jamming with New
Orleans party music. The band won the Washing-
ton Area Music Association WAMMIE award in
2009 and 2010 for best roots rock group, and
bandleader Brian Simms was awarded WAMMIE
2009 Musician of the Year.

❖ Phyllis Chapell & SIORA will serenade
with a mix of songs in different genres and lan-
guages and perform originals played on guitar with
vocals and percussion. Phyllis Chapell was named
one of the top 500 jazz vocalists of all time by Scott
Yanow (Downbeat/All Music Guide).

❖ Anthony “Swamp Dog” Clark, the 2010
winner of DC Battle of the Blues Bands and 2011
International Blues Challenge semi-finalist, pre-
sents blues with a funk edge.

❖ Keira Moran, a 16-year-old pop singer/
songwriter and T.C. Williams High School student,
is the winner of the 2011 National “Smashtune”
songwriting contest and was a finalist at the Kuaui
Music Festival Songwriters Contest. Her debut al-
bum was released in November.

❖ Dance the night away at the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial with the New
Orleans-style music of the Junkyard Saints and the
irresistible swing of King Teddy. Boogie down at
the Torpedo Factory Art Center with Grammy-
nominated Bill Kirchen’s roots rock and roll and the
Grandsons’ rocking rhythm and blues.

❖ This family-friendly event is chock full of
activities for kids including face painting, moon
bounce, clowns doing balloon sculptures, and in-
teractive games. Check out the Seaworthy Small
Ships activity and sail model boats for free, or buy
and build your own. Join Hooray for Books’ own
Miss Megan for a rollicking evening of stories and
songs. Kids also love the How-To Cowboy Joke
Fest, sing-along and rhythm instruments with Mr.
Don, and more.

❖ Start your New Year’s Eve fun in the af-
ternoon with the Third Annual First Night Fun
Hunt between 1 and 4:30 p.m. This year’s fun hunt
has been crafted by T.C. Williams High School se-
nior Lauren MacCracken. Lauren’s clues focus on
a George Washington theme. The scavenger-style
hunt uses puzzles and clues to take teams to sites
around Old Town. Everyone that completes the
hunt clue sheet is eligible to win great prizes. Win-
ners must be present at the kick-off event at the
Durant Arts Center at 5 p.m. to claim their prizes.

❖ Families can also take part in new crafty
afternoon activities from 1 to 3 p.m. The Torpedo
Factory Art Center (105 N. Union St.) presents free
art projects. Potomac Bead Company (1104 King
St.) presents Family Fun Day, where kids are in-
vited to design a zipper-pull, stretch bracelet or
charm necklace for just $6. All materials and labor
costs are included.

❖ Go to www.FirstNightAlexandria.org
for the complete schedule of shows and activities
and to buy admission badges. Explore dining op-
tions and plan your visit to Alexandria at
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com.

Newlyweds Suzanne Runyon and
David Weschsler ring in the New
Year during last year's First Night
celebration.

The Masonic Memorial was the
backdrop for Alexandria's First
Night media show and fireworks.
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Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street - 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com
January 14 -

February 4, 2012

Ready, Set, Spell!

Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.

703.820.8600 571.384.6880
www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

HOLIDAY HOURS
• 9 am–8 pm: Fri. 12/23

• 9 am–6 pm: Christmas Eve
• Closed Christmas Day • 9 am–6 pm: New Year’s Eve

• Closed New Year’s Day

Entertainment

 207 South Royal Street,
third place

The winners of the Old Town
Walled Garden Club’s 44th annual
holiday door-decorating contest
were selected on Dec. 15, after the
judges spent the morning wander-
ing the streets of Old Town look-
ing at the many candidates. The
winners are:

❖ First place: 630 South Fairfax
Street;

Making a Statement

630 South Fairfax Street,
first place

Winners of Old Town Walled Garden
Club Door Decorating Contest

❖ Second place: 612 South
Fairfax Street;

❖ Third place: 207 South Royal
Street;

In addition, two honorable men-
tions were selected:

❖  206 North Columbus Street;
❖  414 South Royal Street.
Winners were selected based on

use of natural materials, home-
owner construction, and
how well the decorations
enhanced the beauty of
Old Town.

The first-place winner
will receive a framed print
from Old Town artist Todd
Healy at Gallery Lafayette,
320 King Street. The sec-
ond-place winner’s prize is
a gift certificate at La
Bergerie Restaurant, at

 206 North Columbus
Street, honorable mention

612 South Fairfax Street,
second place

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette

At left:  414 South Royal
Street, honorable mention

218 N. Lee Street.  Finally, the
Grape & Bean, at 118 South Royal
Street, has contributed a prize for
the third-place winner.
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Please make
holiday

reservations
early

CELEBRATE THE SEASON
WITH

Open Christmas Eve

Three, 5 Course Seatings

Three, 3 Course Seatings

New Year’s Eve

Entertainment

DECEMBER
Trees, wreaths at Sandburg

Middle School. Buy your
holiday greens and trees while
supplies last. Choose from a great
selection of fresh Fraser Firs and
Scotch Pines, decorated or
undecorated wreaths, three types
of garland and “Kissing Balls’.
Your purchase will help fund West
Potomac High School athletes. At
Carl Sandburg Middle School,
8428 Fort Hunt Rd,  until sold out
— weekdays, 5-8 p.m.; Saturday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, noon to
5 p.m.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9

a.m. to 4 p.m. recurring daily.
Holiday visitors will enjoy themed
decorations (including 12
Christmas trees), a gingerbread
replica of the Mansion created by
former White House pastry chef
Roland Mesnier, chocolate
making demonstrations, and a
rare opportunity to tour the third
floor of the Mansion. In 1787,
George Washington paid 18
shillings to bring a camel to
Mount Vernon for his guests’
enjoyment. During Christmas at
Mount Vernon, visitors can meet
Aladdin the camel. At George
Washington’s Mount Vernon
Estate, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway, Mount
Vernon. Christmas at Mount
Vernon admission is included in
general admission: $15/adults;
$7/youth. Call 703-780-2000.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 21
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $10. With Scott

Ramminger and the Crawstickers. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642
South Pickett St., Alexandria.

Noonday Noels. 12:05 p.m. Eya, Women’s Trio. A 30-minute
musical service. At the Old Presbyterian Meeting House, 323
S. Fairfax St., Alexandria.

Jewmongous. 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $25. At The Birchmere,
3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Visit www.birchmere.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 22
Light Painting Community Art Event. 5 to 7 p.m. Bring a

flashlight. Bring a new unwrapped toy or book donation. At
Art at the Center, 2804 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria.

FRIDAY/DEC. 23
Breakfast with Santa. 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Cost is $10/child;

$20/adult, and includes a breakfast buffet, craft stations,
cookie decorating. Guests can take their own photos with
Santa. Sponsored by the Old Town Boutique District. Visit
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com.

Parent’s Night Out. 6:30 to 9 p.m. The YMCA Alexandria’s
Parents Night Out program will babysit as parents take the
night out on the town.  Kids ages 6 months to 13 years of age
only (no children under 6 months will be accepted).
Restrictions apply. Games, movies and treats provided.  The
YMCA Alexandria is located at 420 East Monroe Ave.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-8085.

Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Explore the
exciting world with some of favorite stories and songs.

Ages 2 and under. At Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-4092 or visit
www.hooray4books.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 24
Water Skiing Santa. 1 p.m.
Santa is back on the banks of the
Potomac with his knee boarding
reindeer, flying elves, jet skiing
Grinch and Frosty the Snowman in
a dinghy. At the National Harbor,
137 National Plaza, National
Harbor.
Christmas Eve Service. St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt St.,
Alexandria. 4 p.m. (children and
family service with Angel Choir);
5:30 p.m. choral prelude and 6 p.m.
service with St. Cecilia Choir, women
from the Adult Choir, and Brass
Express brass quintet with music by
Rheinberger, Joubert, Callahan, and
others; 10:30 p.m. choral prelude
and 11 p.m. service with St. Paul’s
Adult Choir and Brass Express with
music by Praetorius, Holst, Joubert,
Rheinberger, Warlock, and others.
Organist-Choirmaster, Grant
Hellmers. Call 703-549-3312 or visit
grant@stpaulsalexandria.com
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to 11
a.m. Free. Explore the exciting world
with some of favorite stories and
songs. Ages 2 and under. At Hooray
for Books, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
Call 703-548-4092 or visit
www.hooray4books.com.

SUNDAY/DEC. 25
Volunteer.  Participate in the 25th
Annual Washington DC Jewish
Community Center’s Day of Service.
Join 1,000 volunteers who will help
out at over 50 non-profits throughout
D.C., Virginia and Maryland.  Projects
vary from 2-4 hours and encompass a
variety of activities such as throwing

holiday parties for children, visiting seniors and serving meals
to the homeless.  Family and group projects are also available.
Visit www.washingtondcjcc.org/volunteer.  There is a nominal
registration fee of $20, which helps cover the cost of the event
and other community service projects throughout the year.

FRIDAY/DEC. 30
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Explore the

exciting world with some of favorite stories and songs. Ages 2
and under. At Hooray for Books, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
Call 703-548-4092 or visit www.hooray4books.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 31
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Explore the

exciting world with some of favorite stories and songs. Ages 2
and under. At Hooray for Books, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
Call 703-548-4092 or visit www.hooray4books.com.

First Night Alexandria. This annual New Year’s Eve bash
takes over Old Town Alexandria with 100 live performances at
18 indoor venues, plus the Third Annual Fun Hunt, children’s
face painting and games, and a multimedia finale spectacular
at the George Washington Masonic Memorial. Performances
start at 7 p.m. throughout Old Town. Admission: $15 before
Dec. 21; $20 after. Children 12 and under are free.
Performances at 7 p.m. at venues throughout Old Town
Alexandria. Multimedia Finale at  George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Call 703-
746-3301 or visit www.FirstNightAlexandria.org.

TUESDAY/JAN. 3
Back to the Drawing Board. 6 to 8 p.m. Printmaker Carolyn

Romano will describe and demonstrate her creative thought
process using her sketch diaries to explain the genesis of her
work. At Morrison House, 116 South Alfred St., Alexandria.
Visit www.morrisonhouse.com or call 703-838-8000.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 4
Donation-Based Yoga Class. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Yoga

instructor Johanna Seltzer will offer a donation-based seva
yoga class. The class gives individuals the opportunity to enjoy
a free yoga class while helping others. Donations will benefit
the Sacramento Neighborhood Center. In lieu of payment,
students should bring an item(s) on the SNC wish list:
monetary donations, snacks for kids (i.e. fruit, cheese,
crackers, chips, granola bars, juice boxes), warm clothing or
school supplies. Contact: Johanna Seltzer at  202-449-2249 or
johanna_seltzer@verizon.net or www.innerlightyogi.com

FRIDAY/JAN. 6
Choral Evensong. 7:30 p.m. Grant Hellmers, Organist-

Choirmaster of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, will direct the
Adult Choir in Choral Evensong on the Feast of the Epiphany.
Three Magi will be accepting non-perishable foods for St.
Paul’s Lazarus Ministry serving the needy. Music by
Mendelssohn, Vaughan Williams and others.  At St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt St., Alexandria. Call 703-
549-3312, grant@stpaulsalexandria.com.

DEC. 27, 28, 29
The Nutcracker. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. each day.

Virginia Ballet Company and School will
present its 62nd season of the classic Nutcracker
Ballet. At the Northern Virginia Community
College Annandale Campus in the Ernst
Community Cultural Center Theater.   Tickets
are $30/adults; $20/children, seniors and
students. Visit
www.virginiaballetcompany.org. Group pricing
for these 6 performances is available for
groups of 10 or more for the same
performance. Call 703-249-8227.

Jennifer Cutting

TUESDAY/DEC. 27
Musician Jennifer Cutting. 7:30 p.m. Performs originals,

rare Celtic and Medieval tunes from “Song of Solstice.” At
The Birchmere in Alexandria. Visit www.birchmere.com.

PHOTO:

AX-1220-108
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     People Notes

Susan Kellom, Nina Randolf, Adrienne Hensley and Healthy Families
program coordinator Nanci Pedulla at the Dec. 15 fundraiser at
MetroStage.

Herbert Berg, Gila Harris, Paula Berg, Lorraine Aprile and Rodger
Digilio at the Healthy Families fundraiser at MetroStage.

Del. Charniele Herring (D-46) with her
mother Carolyn Herring.

Fundraiser Nets $5,000 for Healthy Families

M
ore than 130 people
turned out Dec. 15 to
see “A Broadway

Christmas Carol” at MetroStage as
part of a fundraiser for  Healthy
Families Alexandria.  A reception
was followed by a performance of
the musical comedy that parodies
the traditional Charles Dickens
tale.

“The evening netted us just over
$5,000,” said Healthy Families
supporter Susan Kellom.

“And the show was hilarious.
Who knew ‘A Christmas Carol’
could be so funny? Everyone had
a blast.”

Healthy Families Alexandria is a
nonprofit 501(c)3 organization
dedicated to the prevention of

child abuse and neglect through
home-based programs and ser-
vices for expectant and new par-
ents in the City of Alexandria. For
more information, call 571-748-
2840 or visit www.nvfs.org/
hfalexandria.

— Jeanne Theismann

From Page 16

ter,” a Woody Allen film adaptation of
his play; and “F.I.S.T.,” a Sylvester
Stallone film.

2010 U.S. bronze medalist Ashley
Wagner of Alexandria won the
bronze medal at Skate Canada Interna-
tional last week in Mississauga, Ontario,
Canada.  Wagner trains in Aliso Viejo,
Calif., and is coached by John Nicks.

Wagner started the competition
strong, entering the free skate in second
place. During her Black Swan free skate,
she landed five triples including a triple
flip-double toe, a triple Lutz and three
level four spins. She earned 165.48
points overall.

The Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce honored Peter A. Con-
verse, president and chief executive
officer of Virginia Commerce Bank, as
the  2011 Business Leader of the Year.
Converse was recognized at the
Chamber’s Business Awards Dinner on
Oct. 6 at the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office. The Chamber’s selection of Mr.
Converse as the recipient of its top busi-
ness award was based on his dedication
and exemplary leadership in the busi-
ness community.

While working as English teachers in
Spain, Alexandria resident Eve
Richer and friend Ben Raznick wrote
and produced “Pueblo,” a comedy web
series about life in small town
Andalucía.

The show is a blend of documentary
and fiction and tells the story of an En-
glish teacher (played by Raznick)
adapting to the culture of a Spanish
farming village. Filmed in La Puerta de
Segura, Jaén, the series is the first of its
kind to be produced in the region, an
area primarily known for olive oil pro-
duction.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Mass Schedule

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate

Bearing true faith and allegiance - Blessings to all who serve

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

8 AM - Holy Eucharist - no music
All Education programs – 9:00 AM
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
Christmas Day Service: 8:00 AM
New Year’s Day Service: 8:00 AM

St. James’
Episcopal Church

Worship At Bethany Lutheran Church this Christmas Season

More info (703) 765-8255 or www.bethany-lcms.org

2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306
Christmas Day

Special Music 9:35am
Worship 10:00am

New Year’s Eve Watch Night Service
9:00pm - 1:00am Please join us

Wednesdays during Advent
7:30pm

Christmas Eve Family Worship 5:30pm
Special Music 7:00pm

Candlelight Worship 7:30pm
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Living Legends

“A New Majority is not outside the realm of possibility,” Jon Liss said.
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Living Legends:
The Project

Now in its fifth year, Living Legends of Al-
exandria is an ongoing 501(c)(3)
photo-documentary project to identify,
honor and chronicle Alexandria’s Living Leg-
ends. The project was conceived by Nina
Tisara to create an enduring artistic record
of the people whose vision and dedication
make a positive, tangible difference to the
quality of life in Alexandria. Platinum and
Gold Sponsors this year are Club Managers
Association of America, Erkiletian Real Es-
tate Development, Inova Alexandria
Hospital, Renner & Co., Rotary Club of Al-
exandria, the Alexandria Commission for the
Arts and the late Douglas Thurman.

This is one of a series of 12 profiles that
will appear this year. For more information
or to nominate a Legend for 2012, visit
www.AlexandriaLegends.com .

Fighting for Social Equality
Jon Liss leads
Virginia New Majority.

By Sarah Becker

J
on Liss is a democrat with a small
d. Liss, executive director of Vir-
ginia New Majority, actively pro-
motes democracy. A community

organizer, he fights passionately for social
equality. Liss champions people of color and
labors to change “the old ways.”

“I’m shameless; an urban expert,” Liss
said. “I work consistently for what I know
is right. Sure there’s hostility out there, but
a new day is coming.” He repeatedly refer-
ences “the old ways.”

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1958, Liss is of
“eastern European Jewish” heritage. When
his father, an architect, relocated to Falls
Church, Va., the family followed. He “grew
up Jewish in what was then the South.”

Liss graduated from Falls Church’s
Marshall High School — “the wrong team
in Remember the Titans” —a nd the Uni-
versity of Virginia. A history major, he be-
came intrigued with Virginia’s past. “The old
ways” are synonymous with the old Con-
federacy.

Described as a strong community advo-
cate, Liss empowers the poor. He is com-
mitted to affordable housing, human rights,
and fair employment practices. He is cred-
ited with the city’s 1990 hiring of 10 bilin-
gual police officers.

“When I graduated from college I knew I
did not want a corporate job,” Liss said. “My
history degree prepared me to be a taxi
driver so I went to work for the Falls Church
Yellow Cab Company. It wasn’t long until I
was organizing, fighting for drivers’ rights.”

“We were union affiliated, the Commu-
nications Workers of America, and to make
a long story short I was fired.” Liss contin-
ued. “Lawsuits ensued and it took a while
for things to settle.” He later organized
Alexandria’s driver-owned Union Cab Co-
operative.

Liss’ achievements are many. The Ford
Foundation in 2003 gave him and four col-

leagues its Leadership for a Changing World
Award. The award, including a $100,000
prize, assisted in “fighting what they call
‘Jim Crow II’ — meaning discrimination
against low-income people, especially im-
migrants.”

“Many people, including African-Ameri-
cans and new immigrants, are still living
with the legacy of slavery,” the award ap-
plication said, “and they are still learning
their rights.” Liss speaks “of a wave of anti-
immigration ordinances,” especially in
Prince William County.

“People of color are from the global south,
African-American, or born in Africa,” Liss
said. “They have a right to city space.” Ac-
cording to the 2010 Census Alexandria is
16.1 percent Hispanic, 21.8 percent black
or African-American.

“Race is a social construct,” Liss said. “We
are a salad bowl not a melting pot. Most
segregation problems, issues in the city, are
about white people leaving or self-segregat-
ing.”

Liss, until Dec. 31, 2010, served as ex-
ecutive director of Tenants & Workers
United. He was a co-founder. Established
in 1986, TWU is the largest member-based,
low-income community organization in
Northern Virginia. Its mission “is ... to de-
velop multi-racial leadership for social and
economic justice, and to democratically
control or own community resources includ-
ing housing, education and health care.” In
1990 TWU’s budget was $3,000. Today its
operating budget is $1.1 million.

Tenants &Worker’s United was born in
response to a Washington Post article de-
tailing mass evictions in Alexandria’s
Arlandria section near Four-Mile Run. Many
of the residents “were Salvadoran, victims
of gentrification.” In 1996 Liss and the TWU
solved the problem, in part, by establishing
a resident-owned housing cooperative
known as Chirilagua. TWU’s constituency
is primarily Hispanics.

“I spoke my smattering of Spanish, the
residents responded, and together we pre-
vented the mass evictions of low income
tenants,” Liss smiled.

He believes housing, like city space, is a
right. Low income housing, however, need
not be scattered-site. Liss again reminisces
about his life in an “immigrant Jewish en-
clave.”

Among Liss’ other accomplishments: pas-
sage of Virginia’s first Living Wage legisla-
tion (Alexandria and Arlington), education
reform including the creation of a bilingual
immersion program, and formation of the
nationally-organized Right to the City Alli-
ance.

What is Liss’ life lesson? “I am the father
of two and I want to teach my children that
we can make the world a better place. I
believe on some fundamental level people
have a tremendous capacity for good. In-
come implies riches, but real wealth is ad-
equate housing, healthcare, work that
brings sustenance and a better life for our
children.”

Virginia New Majority is TWU’s sister or-
ganization. Liss’ goal is “to patch together

a new progressive majority in Virginia.” The
political agenda includes universal
healthcare, better public education, and
immigration reform. In 2008 VNW reached
“more than 100,000 homes in Virginia’s
11th Congressional District.”

“A New Majority is not outside the realm
of possibility,” Liss said. “So what if some
politicians drive us like a corkscrew. We’re
advocating for a different kind of Virginia.”

From Virginia New Majority’s website:
“Founded in August 2007, VNM breaks from
Virginia’s old history of racism and corpo-
rate domination. We build on the best
democratic traditions … we work to create
a new and modern political system … We
build power by organizing the diverse
peoples of the Commonwealth.” Liss argues
“people first,” allies with “progressives” and
favors “the progressive tax.”

The connection between ethnicity, race
and class is difficult for Liss to detail. A re-
cent Washington Post-Kaiser Family Foun-
dation-Harvard University poll confirms
Hispanics and blacks are “far less likely to
own homes.” Foreclosures are not uncom-
mon and Hispanics median income is 73
percent that of whites.

Can a Hispanic be elected to Alexandria’s
City Council? “There could be a Hispanic
on School Board maybe as early as the next
election,” Liss replied. “City Council could
be within the next 10 years, but it would
have to be a coalitional deal.”

Liss is a street soldier who in his own
words is “creative and collective; realistic,
but ambitious.”

Writer Sarah Becker was nominated as a Living
Legend of Alexandria in 2007.

Marjorie Smolka
Marjorie Smolka died peacefully in her

home at The Fountains at Washington
House in Alexandria, Va. on Dec. 8, 2011.
Nee Marjorie Frances Timmins on April
18, 1917, she was born, raised and mar-
ried in Boston, Mass. She met her hus-
band, an M.I.T. student and Czechoslo-
vakian émigré, at a Festival for Freedom
to assist allied soldiers during World War
II.

She was graduated from the Massachu-
setts College of Art with a Fine Arts de-
gree and taught art at the Horace Mann
School for the Deaf in Boston and later
at St. Mary’s School in Alexandria. An
active member of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, she was an accomplished water-
colorist. She was also active in St. Mary’s

Catholic Church, the Belle Haven
Women’s Club and several watercolor
groups before moving to The Fountains
at Washington House in 2003.

She is survived by her husband of 67
years, Peter H. Smolka; four daughters
and four sons-in-law, Alice and Jim Close,
Beatrice and Jeffrey Russell, Geraldine
Smolka and Nick Willard; and Ellen
Smolka and Thomas Wolf; nine grand-
children and nine great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in her
memory may be made to hospice: Capi-
tal Caring, 5568 General Washington
Drive, Suite A215, Alexandria, VA 22312;
or Blessed Sacrament Catholic Commu-
nity, 1417 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria,
VA 22302.

Obituary

quality
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From Page 13

See Letters,  Page 26

Our sincere gratitude also to professional
pet photographer Alison DeSilva, who cre-
ated the lasting memories of the participat-
ing pets this holiday season. Proceeds gen-
erated from the Pet Photos with Santa event
benefit the abandoned and homeless ani-
mals at the Vola Lawson Animal Shelter,
operated by the Animal Welfare League.

Business-sponsored events such as these
are fun for everyone in the community and
we are most grateful for these efforts.
Thanks once again.

Mary Beth Mount
Acting Executive Director

Lack of Credibility
To the Editor:

Andrew MacDonald now claims the city’s
waterfront plan will turn our waterfront
into a Crystal City or Ballston. Previously
he said it would “pave over” the waterfront,
turn it into National Harbor, or “BRAC” it.
One gross exaggeration after another. This

does not lend credibility to his arguments.
Next he will charge the plan will create a
Shanghai on the Potomac.

H.J. Rosenbaum, Ph.D.
Alexandria

Something’s
Seriously Wrong
To the Editor:

The weekend vote approving the massive
new development in Arlandria is but an-
other example that Alexandria citizens are
marginalized. Our input doesn’t count. The
city that belongs to us has been hijacked by
a mayor and a supporting council, each
elected at large, who wrongly equate each
new mini-BRAC type development with
universal betterment.

However you want to label their actions,
their unholy cabal is significantly altering
the city by dense-packing it. Their goal ap-
pears to be more, possibly more tax rev-
enue, but more at any cost. It is certainly

not an improved quality of life for current
residents.

To what end is their development mania
leading? Is it one billion residents packed
within the city’s rigid limits wherein no new
major roads can be built to accommodate
the additional vehicular traffic? Is it one
million residents? Half a million along the
rive alone?  Have they analyzed the effect
on the quality of life their development ad-
diction is having on existing residents? On
future residents? On the features which
make the city historic and unique?

Finally, why their disdain for open spaces?
I’ve had enough of this crew. I have espe-

cially had enough of the Jim Crow era sys-
tem by which council members are elected,
a system depriving citizens from electing
from among their neighbors a representa-
tive solely accountable to them.

Begone them all, and begone the Jim
Crow system which put the council mem-
bers in office.

Jim Roberts
Alexandria

Opposed to
Waterfront Hotels
To the Editor:

I read with interest Michael Lee Pope’s
Dec. 15 article on the recommendations
made to the City Council regarding the pro-
posal to build hotels on the waterfront in
Alexandria. I agree with the minority of
three who oppose the proposal. There is
already too much development in Alexan-
dria.

The City Council is playing with fire.
Many of us on the West End do not like the
Planning Commission’s and City Council’s
acquiescence in the BRAC project. Many
citizens in Olde Towne do not like the hotel
development idea. It may well be that this
City Council will be voted  out of office “in
toto” in 2012. I am not certain whether this
is a good  idea or not but it is understand-
able given the City Council’s disconnect
with the views of many of the constituents.

By Harry Covert

T
his is the happiest holiday of the year for
me. I didn’t want the joys of the season
to slip by without recognition of three of
the finest Alexandrians I know.

For 25 years, Michael David Lieberman has been
my primary doctor. He’s kept me healthy and
has always been ahead of the curve when
advising me on how to stay fit and live a long
time. He recently informed me there is no rea-
son I couldn’t have another quarter-century
or more of productive and happy life. That’s nice to
hear.

Dr. Lieberman and I are about the same age, he’s
three months younger, and we both don’t look bad
for a couple of guys at three score and 10 plus. He’s
an avid sailor, I’m an avid talker and thankfully he
has always been on the mark with medical advice.

It was in the middle of a hot July day in the early
1990s when mowing the lawn I broke out in a heavy
sweat halfway through and then could not continue.
I sat down for a while to recover my strength. Over
the next hour or so, I managed to finish the yard. It
was not easy.

The next morning I thought I’d take a walk around
the block and suddenly, exhaustion hit me again.
This time I figured I’d better see the doctor. Fortu-
nately, Lieberman was in the office and immediately
looked me over and calmly said I may be having a
heart attack. He sent me around the corner of the
medical complex to the “newest and best young car-
diologist.” Amazing because the young physician,
Narian J. Rajan, instantly diagnosed the problem —
heart arrhythmia (irregular heartbeat).

No heart attack thankfully and a prescription for
the next decade did the job. I continued regular vis-
its to these medical men, par excellence. Then, un-
expectedly, following a checkup, Dr. Rajan said I
needed a stent. That almost sent me into mental pa-
ralysis since I’d never had any type of surgical pro-
cedure. I was scared almost to death.

Dr. Rajan did the job the next morning at Fairfax
Inova Hospital. I couldn’t believe it but I watched
the procedure. He explained everything as he went
along, even though I shut my eyes watching him
push the stent into place. Four and a half months
later, preparing for a Caribbean cruise, I had to have
a checkup. “We have to go in again,” Dr. Rajan, an

expert tennis player, reported. “And, we have to do it
tomorrow.”

I wanted to take the cruise and pleaded to put off
the second procedure until after the cruise. The wise
doctor, smile and said, “Sure, go ahead if you insist.
Do they have an operating room on the ship?” I said
I didn’t know. “Well, you better check it out today

because you’re going to need it.”
He was right and back to the hospital, he

burned out scar tissue, inserted a new stent
and I’ve been perfect since.

FOR THREE YEARS, I began to suffer severe back
pain. I tried everything to ease discomfort. Nothing
worked. So Dr. Lieberman checked me out again and,
after discussing life in Alexandria, some politics he
was blunt. “If you don’t get this fixed, you’ll be riding
in a wheel chair,” he said.

I was walking with a cane. One of my friends
thought I was affecting a new look as an addition to
sartorial splendor. It was pain like I’ve never felt. We
discovered I had two slipped discs and another slip-
ping. Excruciating.

“I want you to go see this new orthopedic surgeon,”
Lieberman said. “If it were me, I’d do it tomorrow.”
The pain was so great, I took his counsel and called
Dr. Corey J. Wallach of Alexandria (you can see I pre-
fer Alexandria’s medical fraternity). Wallach is also
expert woodworker and guitar player.

Dr. Wallach agreed to see me. “I can fix you up,” he
said. “If you can endure the pain there’s no need for
surgery.” I thought he was kidding. He was serious.
“Go home and think about it and let me know,” he
said.

Half-way home, I called Dr. Wallach’s office and
said I couldn’t stand the pain. Within two weeks, this
young surgeon had me on the table at Mount Vernon
Inova Hospital. We laughed and joked in pre-op. I
reminded him it was back surgery not brain surgery.
We all grinned and the nurse inserted the needle in
my arm “to see if all was well.” And for the past one-
and—a-half years, I’ve never had any pain, no pre-
scription painkillers and the discs are perfect. Walk-
ing is fun.

During this Christmas season and the Festival of
Lights, we sometimes forget to thank those who know
how to make our lives better and better. Lieberman,
Rajan and Wallach. What a first-class triumvirate. No
cane and no pain, just smiles and years to come.

Sailor, Tennis Player, Woodworker, All Craftsmen

Covert

Matters

Find out about the proposed streetscape design improvements to the
Washington Street corridor, between Church Street and Gibbon Street.
The proposed project will add enhancements to the lighting, sidewalk and
streetscape improvements, traffic safety improvements, and drainage
improvements.

Review the proposed project plans and the National Environmental Policy Act
documentation at the public hearing or at City of Alexandria City Hall, 301
King Street, Room 3200. You can also review the project on the City of
Alexandria web site at
http://alexandriava.gov/tes/info/default.aspx?id=2876.  Please call ahead to
ensure the availability of personnel to answer your questions.  Streetscape
and landscape impact information and tentative construction schedules are
available for your review at the above address and will be available at the
public hearing.

Give your written or oral comments at the hearing or submit them by
February 8, 2011, to Mr. Rashad K Friday, MS, MBA, Project Manager, City of
Alexandria, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 3200, Alexandria, VA 22314.  You
may also e-mail your comments to rashad.friday@alexandriava.gov.  Please
reference “Washington Street Streetscape Comments” in the subject line.

The City of Alexandria ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or special assistance for
persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact T&ES at
703.746.4025. TTY/TDD 703.838.5056 

State Project: U000-100-616
UPC: 64662

Washington Street
Streetscape Improvements

City of Alexandria’s
Department of Transportation

& Environmental Services (T&ES)

Design Public Hearing
Wednesday, January 25, 2011, 6-8 p.m.

City Hall, Sister Cities Rm. 1101
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Lewis’, Ninman’s Toughness Leads Titans to Victory

T.C. Williams senior Johnee Lewis (21) goes after a loose ball during the
Titans’ overtime victory against Stonewall Jackson, last year’s AAA state
runner-up, on Dec. 17.

T.C. Williams senior Brooke Ninman scored 10 points and grabbed seven
rebounds against Stonewall Jackson on Dec. 17.
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Moss drills clutch
3-pointer to force
overtime against
Stonewall Jackson.

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

F
acing a Stonewall Jackson girls
basketball team with superior size
and a 2011 state runner-up finish
on its resume, T.C. Williams head

coach Kesha Walton knew her post players
would need to put forth a tough and scrappy
performance in order for the Titans to com-
pete.

Johnee Lewis and Brooke Ninman took
care of the dirty work, hustling and bang-
ing their way to a combined 17 rebounds.
The duo’s effort, along with a clutch 3-
pointer from Gaby Moss, lifted TC to a 64-
59 overtime victory at The Garden on Dec.
17.

The Titans improved to 4-0 and received
the No. 17 ranking in the Washington Post’s
top 20 by knocking off the previously un-
beaten Raiders, who defeated TC 70-55 last
season.

“It means a lot because the girls have
worked really hard,” Walton said. “We
played them last year and we lost by 15 so
it was more of a revenge-type thing [for]
people who were on the team last year. We
were hungry for it and we worked very hard
to prepare ourselves and be ready for the
game.”

Lewis and Ninman epitomized the Titans’
hard-working mentality. Lewis, a 5-foot-11
senior forward, scored 16 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds. With TC trailing by
three and less than a minute to play in regu-
lation, Lewis grabbed an offensive rebound
and scored to keep the Titans alive. Lead-
ing 59-57 in overtime, Lewis again scored
on a putback to keep TC in control.

“We knew that we were undersized so we
worked a lot on boxing out and defending
inside because we knew they were going to

stepped up to it and achieved it so we’re
very happy about that.”

Despite battling multiple Raiders stand-
ing 5-feet-11 or taller, Lewis said she didn’t
pay attention to the size of the opposition.

“It was pretty hard, but I don’t worry
about the height when I’m playing against
them,” Lewis said. “I just see them as an-
other person on the floor. It’s the mentality.
You have to have the attitude that no one
can get in the paint and you have to play
twice as hard as they are playing because
you are smaller than them.”

Ninman, a 5-foot-9 senior forward, scored
10 points and grabbed seven rebounds.

“Her defense was amazing,” Walton said.
“She banged them around in there. She was
fearless. They’re a lot taller than she is [but]
she got in there and boxed out and she was
pushing them around. The ball goes up and
her mentality is ‘that’s my ball’ and that’s
[how she played]. Everything had to be her
ball.”

While Lewis and Ninman battled inside,
Moss knocked down the game’s biggest shot
from the perimeter. Trailing 53-50 with 15.4
seconds remaining in regulation, the TC
coaching staff called a play for Moss to take
a 3-point shot from the corner. The play
didn’t go as planned, but Moss still got a
good look from the top of the arc and bur-
ied the clutch 3 to send the game into over-
time. “I was really happy,” Moss said. “I was
just thinking, ‘I don’t want to let my team
down.’ That was the biggest thing. And
when I hit it, it was a relief: ‘Yesssss. I did
something good.’”

Moss finished with 16 points.
“That’s what I expect,” Walton said, “[for

Moss] to hit shots in the clutch.”
Christian Roberts scored 10 points for the

Titans. Sofie Schedler scored four points
and had a key steal. Angie Schedler scored
four points and had a key block near the
end of overtime. Rejoice Spivey also scored
four points.Ryan Jordan led Stonewall Jack-
son with 24 points.

The Titans will host Potomac, ranked No.
15 in the Post’s top 20, at 7:45 p.m. on
Dec. 22.

try to exploit us with their inside game,”
Walton said. “… Johnee’s rebounding was
amazing. We worked hard at it and that was
one of her goals: to rebound, keep them off

the boards. I knew for us to be successful
tonight and to come out on top, we needed
her to get in there and get the boards.

“We set the challenge for her and she

School Notes

Send announcements to the Alexan-
dria Gazette Packet, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the
following week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at
703-778-9412 with questions.

Traci Robinson-Williams of
Alexandria was awarded a full-tu-
ition scholarship to the University of
Phoenix. Robinson-Williams earned
a Bachelor of Science in business
administration and marketing from
University of Phoenix in 2007, and
plans use her scholarship to pursue
a master’s of business administra-
tion. With two sons and a
step-daughter in college, Robinson-
Williams says she would not have
been able to pursue her MBA at this
time without the financial support of
this scholarship.

Liana Pardini of Alexandria is
studying in Australia this fall. The se-
mester-long program in Sydney takes
place at Macquarie University. Its North
Ryde campus is 30 minutes from Sydney
Harbour and Sydney’s central business
district. Pardini is majoring in political
science and plans to graduate in spring
2013.

Marymount University announces
that the following residents are among
the more than 450 undergraduates and
350 graduate students who received
degrees at the University’s 60th Com-
mencement Ceremonies at DAR
Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C.,
on May 8.

❖ Timothy Hill of Alexandria
earned a/an M.S. in Information Tech-
nology.

❖ Eileen Kiley of Alexandria
earned a/an M.Ed. in Administration

and Supervision.
❖ Andrew Lewis of Alexan-

dria earned a/an B.A. in English.
❖ Hiwot Menberu of Alexan-

dria  earned a/an Graduate
Certificate in Human Resource Man-
agement.

❖ Erycka Reid of Alexandria
earned a/an M.A. in Forensic Psy-
chology.

❖ Bethlehem Tesfaye of Alex-
andria earned a/an B.S. in Nursing
(second degree).

❖ Rosemarie Vick of Alexan-
dria earned a/an B.A. in Liberal
Studies.

❖ Susan Wadsworth of Alex-
andria earned a/an B.A. in Interior
Design.

❖ Scott Wilbur of Alexandria
earned a/an B.A. in Multidisciplinary

See Notes,  Page 24

Ireton, TC,
SSSAS Wrestling
Competes

The Bishop Ireton wrestling
team finished eighth out of 32
teams at the Northern Region Clas-
sic Dec. 9-10 at Fairfax High
School.

The Cardinals got a win from
220-pounder Andrew Lutterloh,
who defeated Annandale’s Ali
Musa 3-2 with a late takedown.

Nick Womach (138 pounds) fin-
ished fourth for Bishop Ireton,
Darcy Gomez (120) took fifth and
Mike Rodriguez (152) and Andrew

Bladen (182) each took sixth.
Ireton finished with a score of

116.5. Fauquier won the event
with a score of 226, followed by
Annandale (177.5), Lake
Braddock (156) and South County
(149)

T.C. Williams finished 26th with
51 points. Ibrahim Bunduka (113)
finished fifth for the Titans and
Shiruna Ntenda (145) and Nassim
Elgourchal (195) each finished
sixth.

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes fin-
ished 27th with a score of 44.5.
Matt Brinckerhoff (170) finished
seventh for the Saints and Shaw
Whitley (113) took eighth.

Sports Briefs
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School Notes

From Page 23

Studies with teaching licensure in
Special Education. Wilbur graduated
cum laude.

❖ Mary Earm of Alexandria
earned a/an B.S. in Nursing (second
degree). Earm graduated cum laude.

❖ Nancy Lorentz of Alexandria
earned a/an M.Ed. in English as a Sec-
ond Language.

❖ Megan McFee of Alexandria
earned a/an M.Ed. in Elementary Edu-
cation.

❖ Holly Urquhart of Alexandria
earned a/an M.B.A..

❖ Abdullah Aljubairi of Alexan-
dria earned a/an B.S. in Information
Technology.

❖ Amy Baginski of Alexandria
earned a/an B.S. in Nursing (second
degree).

❖ Michael Boyle of Alexandria
earned a/an B.S. in Nursing (second

degree).
❖ Carolyn Fish of Alexandria

earned a/an M.A. in Community Coun-
seling.

❖ Sinan Kalay of Alexandria
earned a/an M.Ed. in English as a Sec-
ond Language.

❖ Carolyn King of Alexandria

earned a/an B.S. in Nursing (second
degree).

❖ Neil Markoff of Alexandria
earned a/an Graduate Certificate in
Organization Development.

❖ Gelila Seleshi of Alexan-
dria earned a/an B.A. in Fashion
Design. Seleshi graduated summa
cum laude.

Charles Houston Cheerleaders Win
 The Charles Houston Recreation Center cheerleading squad erupts in
joy as they are announced the first place winners in the holiday invita-
tional competition at T.C. Williams last Saturday afternoon, Dec. 17.
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Several members from the PTA at William Ramsay Elementary volun-
teered to help sort and distribute donated gifts for Alexandria’s Holiday
Sharing program. This was their first year putting their holiday sharing
in action and plan to make it an annual event. From left are Shannon
Craft, Tahseena Hamid, Tanya (Duggins) Cobbs and Emily Stewart.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION/REDEVELOPMENT
On December 6, 2011, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS) held a
public hearing regarding an ordinance to establish exclusive water service
areas and maximum allowable rates, fees, and charges within Fairfax County
for water service. At the same meeting, the BOS enacted the ordinance as
Section 65-6-13 of the Code of Fairfax County. Section (a) of the ordinance
provides that effective 12:01 a.m. December 7, 2011, Fairfax Water will be the
provider of retail public water service within Fairfax County, Virginia, for any
new construction or redevelopment of any dwelling unit and any residential or
non-residential structure, unless Fairfax Water determines it cannot make
water service available due to a utility-related reason.

The ordinance requires that any determination by Fairfax Water that it
cannot make service available be made in accordance with policies, rules,
or regulations established by Fairfax Water for the purpose of establishing
when a utility-related reason exists that prevents it from supplying water.
The ordinance further requires that the policies, rules, or regulations be
adopted by Fairfax Water after notice and a public hearing.

At 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2012, Fairfax Water will conduct
a public hearing on its proposed CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION/ REDEVELOPMENT. The hearing will be held in Fairfax
Water’s offices at 8570 Executive Park Avenue, Fairfax, VA.

A copy of the proposed rule can be viewed on our Web site at
http://www.fairfaxwater.org. Those wishing to speak at this hearing or
desiring a copy of the proposed rule should call Ms. Eva Catlin at
703-289-6017. Interested parties may submit written comments to
PublicHearingComments@fairfaxwater.org or mail written comments to:

Fairfax Water
Public Hearing Comments
8570 Executive Park Avenue
Fairfax, VA 22031

All written comments must be received by close of business on Wednesday,
January 11, 2012 to be included in the record of the public hearing.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Art & Framing by Valentino
Custom Framing & Fine Art

Rose Valentino, Owner
roseval@gmail.com

Mount Vernon Antique Center
www.mtvantiques.com

8101 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22309
(703-505-9334

(By appointment)
www.art-and-framing.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE
Edward E. Gahres, MD is closing his 
medical practice at 5021 Seminary 
Rd, Ste 109, Alexandria, VA, on De-
cember 31, 2011. Patients interested 
in requesting copies of their medical 
records should call (703) 931-7515 

between 10 am and 4 pm, 
Mon., Tues. and Thurs.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Tutoring Available in the 
Northern Virginia Area

Dean's List College Graduate with Years 
of Experience.

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and Grades Considered

Math, Spanish, English
$35/hour

Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

WHY MOVE?

Get assisted living in your own home.
Employees Drug Screened, Background 

checked and RN Supervised. 
American owned & operated since 2001. 

Free in-home assessment 

call 703-591-7117.

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

12 Commercial Lease

Office Space for Lease in 
Oakton. Approx. 800sf Avail 
Immediately. 703-820-2500

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Angel F. Rodriguez Jr, Sole 
Proprietor, DBA Angel’s Vine-
yard Wine Shop, 103 N. West 
St, 2nd Floor, Alexandria, VA 
22308. The above establish-
ment is applying to the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control for an Internet 
Wine Retailer’s License where 
in consideration of payment, 
internet or telephone orders 
are taken and shipped directly 
to the consumers and which 
establishment is not a retail 
store open to the public. Angel 
F. Rodriguez Jr, owner.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to the Board no later 
than 30 days from the date of 
the first two required newspa-
per publications. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-
552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

34 Pets

Kittens/Cats all vetted 
adorable adoption fee 1-703-
608-2605 Save us Please! 

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

EmploymentEmployment

P/T  Administrative Assis’t
Minimum Qualifications: 
Christian with good public relation skills, 
pleasant telephone manners, computer skills,  
3 years office experience, HS diploma,  flex-
ibility  in  schedule,  and   able  to multitask. 
Hours:
20 hours/week,  Tues - Fri,   5 hours/day.  
Faith Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 5725 
Castlewellan Drive, Kingstowne, VA 22315. 
To Apply:  

fax  resume:   703-971-3803,  or email: 
faithbusinessmgr@verizon.net

Registered Nurses
Be a part of an exciting opportunity as a 
Registered Nurse to use your talents and 
skills to provide nurse case management 
for persons with intellectual/develop-
mental disabilities. As a member of an 
interdisciplinary team, you will work 
collaboratively to design health care 
plans across the continuum for services 
appropriate to health needs.

The Northern Virginia Training Center, 
9901 Braddock Rd, Fairfax, VA 22032-

1941. Phone: (703) 3232-4012 
www.nvtc.dbhds.virginia.gov

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

703-823-5156

COMMERCIAL SNOW
REMOVAL SERVICES

SNOW REMOVAL SNOW REMOVAL

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Letters

From Page 22

They just don’t seem to get the fact that
most Alexandrians are fed up with the dis-
appearing green space and the City’s cud-
dling up with the developers. I ask the City
Council to oppose the waterfront develop-
ment plan. If they do not, I know how am
voting in 2012.

Charles Schwidde
Alexandria

Value Minority Views
To the Editor:

Why is it that “smart alec” comments have
to be rendered toward an individual of a
group who has declared that he/she dis-
agrees with the group’s decision and has
decided to file a minority report. That is
exactly what happened at the last WPWG
meeting in which Bert Ely announced that
he was going to file a minority report, as he
disagreed with the non-consensus outcome
of the majority (4 to 3).

Initially Chris Ballard made the comment
that what Ely was doing was akin to a car-
tel, specifically he said “it works until it
breaks down.” I wonder if he would make
the same comment regarding minority opin-
ions written by Supreme Court Justices?

Then, Mindy Lyle from Cameron Station
stated that “You are part of a group, and as
such you should act accordingly.” Well
George Mason IV and two other delegates
to the Constiutional Convention in 1787
decided not to vote for passage of the Con-
stitution and walked out of the Convention.
However Mason essentially filed his minor-
ity report and it became known as the Bill
of Rights. Both of these individuals owe Bert
Ely a big apology.

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Workable Solutions
To the Editor:

Mr. Pringle, I appreciate and agree with
your response [“Vision for River Museum,”
Gazette Packet, Dec. 15-21] to Ms. Stanton’s
letter to the editor. It was spot on. The City’s
plan accommodates the potential for a
museum you describe. But your require-
ments “allowing the upzoning which is cur-
rently proposed to destroy this opportunity
by radically commercializing both Robinson
Terminal sites; (b) organizing a robust,
long-term fundraising effort, building on the
Waterfront’s status as a National Historic
Landscape; (c) addressing parking and con-
gestion issues, as for any other major de-
velopment; (d) obtaining the support of city,
state and federal authorities” is either inac-
curate, unworkable, or just plain “pie in the
sky thinking.” As for Mr. Macdonald’s letter
[“Vote No to Rezoning”], my response is
thus. I don’t think you are “weary” Andrew
as you have used that line in a few com-
ments over the last few weeks. In that re-
gard, you are consistent. Problem is, con-
sistently wrong. Let me lighten your load
for you. First of all, Waterfront4All is not
composed of “wealthy business people.” I
appreciate you elevating me to that status,
but that’s not the case. By the way, I appre-
ciate you not referring to us as
“Waterfront4All$” which, even you must

admit is a bit tacky. Second, the City’s plan
was developed behind closed doors, no citi-
zen input? There was plenty of opportunity
for citizen input. In fact, the City has modi-
fied the plan based upon citizen input. You
say this is a “fact.” Sorry, the fact is that the
City had over 100 meetings where citizens
could input. Therefore, it is your opinion,
not your fact. The City’s plan is not a plan
but is “hundreds of pages of weak guide-
lines,” I think you are thinking of the
CAAWP document. The plan will not “cut
the community off from the river” but en-
hance it. Sure, traffic will increase, but your
request of adding $100 to $200 million to
the taxpayers load, and pre-empting CIP
dollars for schools, public safety, and infra-
structure needed across all of Alexandria is
hardly worth your parks. We need parks all
across Alexandria, not additional ones on
the waterfront. This plan improves abate-
ment of pollution, does not denigrate the
historic character of Alexandria (see Ellen
Stanton’s letter to the editor in the Dec. 8
Gazette), and attracts fewer tourists than
your plan? CAAWP offered the “seeds of
compromise”? It is clear from all of your
letters that compromise is only your way.
The City has already compromised, and you
just disregard it. Your alternatives have
proved to be unworkable. The Council
should vote yes on the plan.

Dennis Auld, Alexandria

Festival’s ‘Great Joy’
To The Editor:

 The Alfred Street Baptist Church hosted
its Annual Christmas Festival at the T.C.
Williams High School on Saturday, Dec. 17,
and Sunday, Dec. 18. I attended the Sun-
day night performance. The Music, Drama
and  Liturgical Dance Ministries presented
the theme for the 2011 Christmas Festival:
“Great Joy.”

So many people deserve thanks: Guest
artist Joseph Joubert, pianist and composer;
an all cast performance arranged by Buryl
Red, Joseph Joubert and Michael McElroy;
Joyce Garrett, director of music; Theodore
Thorpe, artistic director; Handbell Choir,
Harriet W. Smith, director; Orchestra,
Ronnie Carthan, orchestra coordination;
Drama, Cookie Harrell, director; Liturgical
Dance Ministry, Virginia Raye, director/cho-
reographer; Jason Ellis, assistant choreog-
rapher; DeMoya Watson, Assistant chore-
ographer; King Kids and Junior Gospel In-
spirers Choirs, Stephanie Cunningham,
choir director; Yvette Manson, director Jun-
ior Gospel Inspirers, and many more who
helped with the awesome performance and
all the volunteers.

On the behalf of all our communities of
Alexandria, I like to thank the Rev. Dr.
Howard-John Wesley, pastor of the ASBC
for a Christmas Celebration that many fam-
ily and friends were able to attend. The
2011 ASBC Christmas Festival was a memo-
rable and exciting celebration that was ex-
traordinary, spectacular, different, uplifting,
innovation and original  — an unforgettable
gift one could share with the whole family
— the celebration of the birth of Baby Jesus,
Our Lord and Savior.

Merry Christmas.
Geri Baldwin, Alexandria
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