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Children’s Gazette Packet 2011

Welcome
Dear Readers:

This week, the Gazette Packet turns
over its pages to the youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to
contribute their words, pictures and
photos for our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enor-
mous. While we were unable to publish
every piece we received, we did our best
to put together a paper with a fair
sampling of the submitted stories,
poems, drawings, paintings, photo-
graphs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made
by school staff to gather the materials
during their busy time leading up to the
holidays. We’d also like to encourage
both schools and parents to mark their
2012 calendars for early December, the
deadline for submissions for next year’s
Children’s Gazette Packet. Please keep
us in mind as your children continue to
create spectacular works of art and
inspiring pieces of writing in the coming
year.

The children’s issue is only a part of
our year-round commitment to cover
education and our local schools. As
always, the Gazette Packet welcomes
letters to the editor, story ideas, calen-
dar listings and notices of local events
from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at
schools are especially welcome for our
weekly schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is
e-mail, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com,
but you can reach us by mail at 1606
King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or
call 703-778-9415 with any questions.

— Editor Steven Mauren

This is one of the “Magritte Apple Print People” are from Mr. Murphy’s
kindergarten art class at Samuel Tucker Elementary School. Students are
5-6 year olds. See page 16.

Adriana Arias, Grade 5, James K.
Polk Elementary School

Adam Elnahas, Grade 5, James K.
Polk Elementary School

Grace Breitenbeck, Grade 6, Alexandria Country Day SchoolEmily Baldridge, Grade 8, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
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Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

Classes begin January 11th

Words & Pictures

A Special Dog
By Laura Wilcox
George Washington Middle School, 8th Grade

I cautiously knocked on the door of the
strange house on that hot summer day in
2008. When the door opened, the first thing
I saw was something small and furry. It shot
outside and into my arms — my beautiful
baby Benji had met his new family. Benji is
the most adorable Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel in the whole world. He was 8 years
old when I first met him, as his old owner
had died and the companion of the old man
couldn’t care for him anymore. If we had
not met Benji, my sweet little tickle-tummy
would have had to go to a shelter.

Benji soon came home and quickly trained
us to spoil him from nose to tail. He was
worth it — Benji was the cutest, sweetest,
furriest dog any of us had ever set eyes on.
He is truly special. Benji has helped my fam-
ily and me to take advantage of opportuni-
ties, be grateful for good health, and to be
kind to everyone we meet. These days Benji
is spending most of his time in his down-
stairs bed, but he still licks your hand or
presses his nose against your palm when you
scratch him under his chin, which he loves.

Major Impacts
On My Life

By Amanda Macias
George Washington Middle School, 8th Grade

Throughout our lives many people impact
who we are. People, events and decisions
or choices can cause us to change and ma-
ture.

Some things which have had an impact
on me and who I am today are actions that
my sister took upon me to make me enjoy
my school life. She made me find ways to
learn that were fun to me like reading or
writing. She told me school wasn’t just

about learning; it was also about meeting
new people and communicating with them
and making friends.

A person who has helped shape my per-
sonality and who I am today is my oldest
sister, Jessica. The event that most affected
me was when she told me that as long I go
to school and go to college, I will always be
somebody important in life. She also said I
will make my mom proud. She’s my role
model. She’s in college, where she attends
NOVA, and she works two jobs. She always
tells me: Nobody can tell you, you can’t do
anything, because you can do anything if
you set your mind to it.

I have been affected by my oldest sister
Jessica, because she has motivated me to
keep my dreams alive and never give up.
She has also shaped me into being a respon-
sible and organized young lady, because she
talks to me about her life and how my mom
has shaped her to be who she is. She also
helps me with homework and tells me to
use my resources to get the answers.

After thinking about what affects me and
who makes me who I am, I realize that Jes-
sica has had a major effect on me, because
she has motivated me to stay in school. I
am grateful for having Jessica as part of my
life and I will never be able to stop thank-
ing her.

The ‘D’ Word!
By Ashjanay Seegars
George Washington Middle School, 8th Grade

I’m walking down the street
I can feel the beat!
Nodding my head back and forth
Letting my feet find the rhythm …
I am going to let them know that I got moves,
That I can groove …
They never knew it, but I have always had it!!
I say, “You know the “D” word,
DANCE!”
So, let’s DANCE!

The New Me!
By Atia Allen
George Washington Middle School, 8th Grade

Throughout my life many things have in-
fluenced who I am today. People events and
my decisions can cause me to prosper, and
have a great future. Life was hard but I’m look-
ing forward to the future, and leaving the past.

SISTER LOVE
My sisters Davitta and Temikha had a big

influence on my life. I love them with all
my heart. They helped me make the right
decisions. I don’t know what I would do
without them. We have had a lot of great
memories. I appreciate having them in my
life. I have also had tragic incidents hap-
pen in my life. I really don’t like talking
about my past to other people. I try to hide
my sadness with jokes and talking to
friends.

JUST ME
I used to live with my father and my

grandma. Nobody really paid attention to
me when I lived with them. I felt so lonely
like nobody was there for me.

MY IDOL
I never really knew my mother. I’ve seen

her but she wasn’t there like I wanted her
to be. I always wanted to get to know her
better.

MY CHOICE
I once had to make a life-changing deci-

sion. Did I want to move with my mom, or
stay with my dad. I choose to move with
my mom. Life was very hard with my dad.

THE RIGHT DECISION
I think if I would’ve stayed with my dad,

life would’ve got worse. This was also a
great opportunity to bond with my mother.

LOVING THE FUTURE
Now my life is great. My sisters are a great

support in my life. I now have my mother
on my side, too. I know these people that
will always love me. I am so happy to have
them in my life. My favorite six-letter word
is FAMILY. I have a great future, and I know
I will go far in life.

Life
By Ashjanay Seegars
George Washington Middle School, 8th Grade

I can best explain life as a meaningless
caterpillar prospering and becoming a beau-
tiful butterfly.

We grow, we change, we become who we
are. I will become a beautiful butterfly, and
I will spread my wings and fly!   I will
change the world!

When they break my wings, I will get back
up and fly again, for I am a beautiful pros-
pering butterfly, here to stay and SOAR and
change the world for the better!

The world is made of beautiful prosper-
ing and meaningless caterpillars.

Real Friends
By Ashjanay Seegars
George Washington Middle School, 8th Grade

When things are good you are standing
by my side. When things are ‘ruff,’ you’re
gone. And you call yourself a friend?   …
and now I’m asking you to do the biggest
favor I ever asked you, “DISAPPEAR
PLEASE!”

My Big Brother
By Savon Gatlin
George Washington Middle School, 8th Grade

Throughout our lives many things impact
who we are today. People, events, and de-
cisions or choices can cause us to change
and grow stronger. Some things which have
had an effect on me and who I am today
are my family, decisions I have made,
friends, and teachers.

Of all the things have helped shape my
personality and who I am today, someone
who has affected me the most is my brother,
Kenney.

Kenney is 26 years old, and he influenced
me by being a good role model. He taught
me never to give up and work for success
in life. My brother has always been there
for me, even
through the
bad days. He
would al-
ways tell me,

“ S a v o n ,
you do the
d u m b e s t
things, but in
the inside
you are
smart.” I
never really
got to thank
him for that, but it really touched me in the
inside. We also had good times watching
the games on Sunday night and arguing
over who was going to win. Every time I
would say who was going to win, he would
say, “You don’t know anything about foot-
ball.’’

Even though my brother works long
hours, and we don’t spend very much time
together, I will never forget the good and
bad times that we have shared. His influ-
ence has inspired me to be a success in life.

Kenney Gatlin
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The Headless Horseman
By Josey Dunbar
ACDS, 7th Grade

With the beat of his hooves
Like thunder in the night
While he carries his axe
We hide in fright
In his mind
There is only one desire
He scans the mortals
With his pumpkin eyes
Of
Fire.

An Icy Trail
By Grace Farran
ACDS, 7th Grade

It was a bone-chilling winter day, and I felt
the bitterness on my tongue. The street was
slush and ice. It was a filthy city, and I longed
for fresh country air, but I hadn’t the time to
daydream.

I was running away from it; a terrible sight
that could not be looked upon. They were after
me. And they knew my trail.

As I heard the police sirens, I skidded on to
67th Street. Slush spewed in my face, but no
matter; they were behind me, and the conse-
quences were gruesome. I would receive a
penalty for what they thought I had done.

My whole life I had thought the world was my
oyster. I’ve always had excellent grades and
plenty of friends. And two years ago I received a
degree in law. Mom and Dad had always thought
that I would do well the rest of my days. Now,
that hope would be tarnished.

I met him at a party at Mr. Parker’s house a bit
over two years ago. We instantly became close,
and he brainwashed me with schemes of
triumph. How could I have been so stupid? I let
him get away with everything, and now my life
was on the line.

I passed the building in which I rented and
started to sprint. Would I ever return? I could
not bear to think of it.

I had to find a hiding place. As the sirens
approached, the alley was my only hope. So I
jumped behind a trash can and shook with worry
as I tried to stay quiet. Surely they would search
my apartment, and I prayed they would not keep
walking down the street but head back to their
vehicle and keep driving.

I heard footsteps coming towards the alley,
and I held my breath. His voice gave me a chill. I
tried to get a glimpse of them and as I did my
foot slid and I tumbled on the ice, knocking the
trash bin over. The officers’ attention was caught
and they both strutted into the alley.

When his yellow teeth showed, my stomach
became sick with hatred. For those few next
moments, time froze, and his cold blue eyes
pierced through me like a shard of glass.

The man standing next to him was most-likely
middle-aged; though strands of white hair and
purple bags beneath his eyes made him look
considerably older. This officer was the one that
came behind me and held my hands to my back.
The man’s breath felt grimy on the back of my
neck.

At this point I had stopped breathing alto-
gether and I could feel my face turning blue. He
seemed to be pleased at that. It was beginning to
turn into dusk at that point and I shook at the
horrid belief that it would be my last. He
whipped the dagger from his pocket and held it
to my neck. The officer behind me let out a
wicked chuckle. I could tell his hand was shaking
by the way the blade rested on my throat. With
one swift movement, I could be dead; then he
would be the convicted criminal. I wished for
that to happen, for it was him that needed to be
brought to justice. But life is what it is, and just
when I want something to happen, it doesn’t.

Words & Pictures

Abby Ward 3rd grade, Alexandria Country Day School

Cara Katz 3rd grade, Alexandria Country Day School

Elayna Duprey
3rd grade,
Alexandria Country
Day School

Reese Woods
4th grade,
Alexandria
Country Day
School

Caroline Shea 4th grade, Alexandria Country Day
School

Corbet Darden 2nd grade, Alexandria Country Day
School

Gabby Ros 2nd grade, Alexandria Country Day
School

Sofia Benham 3rd grade, Alexandria Country Day
School

Writings
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Please make
holiday

reservations
early

CELEBRATE THE SEASON
WITH

Open
New Year’s

Eve
Three Five-Course

Seatings

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

For a free
digital
subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.Con
nectionNews
papers.com
and click
on:

Complete
digital replica
of the print
edition,
including
photos and
ads, delivered
weekly to
your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail: going
green@con
nectionnews
papers.com

Free Digital
Subscriptions

See Words,  Page 20

Wire Sculpture “Buddha:” Aleksi Kovanen, Grade 7,
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School

Christmas
By Faith Ngundi
John Adams Elementary School, 5th

Grade

Christmas is on its way,
less waiting day after day.
Much more fun and much more play,
wishing Christmas will come to stay.
The stars and the moon shining so

bright,
and the chilly wind running through-

out the night.
To almost everyone this holiday is

more than alright.
The beauty of the city offers a stun-

ning sight!
Gifts and presents straddle the Christ-

mas tree.
Happiness and love sprinkled all over

me.
This holiday is as lovely as any should

be.
Oh, how this time of year fills me with

such glee!
The freezing cold air makes me turn

pink.
Walking through the two-feet snow,
I feel myself sink!
Time for me to think,
about what gift,
would surely make my sister
just sit there and shriek!
This is Christmas when you look at it

with heart.
It is as beautiful and precious,
as a fragile piece of art.
OF course nearly everyone
begins shopping in all of the marts.
But hey, no worries,
It’s only just the start
for Christmas!

Words & Pictures
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“3”
By Kate Johnson
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 12
      If one is the loneliest number
      Then what is three?
      Some say “Three’s company”
      But I say it’s trouble
      In math we call it a prime
      In life we call it awkward
      Three makes one lonely
      Leaving one out when the world lives in

pairs
      We ignore the third wheel
      And we overlook third place
      Two is three’s worst enemy

“2”
By Tyler Epperson
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 12
      The two of hearts:
      Such a low number,
      But it’s more hearts than we have.
      A pair.
      Two eyes, two arms, two legs,
      But only one heart.

“Leaf”
By Charlie Califf
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 11
      This leaf is trying
      For just a little while more
      To postpone winter.

“Photography”
By Taylor Heasley
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 12
Photography
Original, fascinating
Capturing, shooting, creating
Seeking for unseen details
Art

“Seasons”
By Nathan Wilson
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 12
Seasons
Lively, temperate
Snowing, springing, sunning
The earth’s natural clock
Time

“The Iron Brutes”
By Robert Sutherland
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 8
It’s a quiet morn
The screeches of the osprey sound like banshees

in the mist
Slowly, slowly the great bulging bulk glides

through the water
Like an alligator half above, half below
Suddenly there is another
Cannons crash and bellow below
The sky turns red like hell fire
Cannons crash and bellow again
Thunderous crashes sound on every deck
Then hit, down, down, down she goes
Down to the watery slip
The hideous chunk of metal falls
Death of man and ship
This was the battle of the Monitor and the

Merrimac
This was the battle of the iron clads
The first to sail the salty seas
The first to dive to death.

“Snowflakes”
By Isabel Tyree
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 7
Dancers prepare in white dressing rooms
Placing crystal tiaras atop their heads
The soft curtains part
And one by one the dancers come
Their delicate skirts
Twirl with them
The wind is a symphony
The soft moonlight is a spotlight
Each ballerina
Has her different dance
But they are all in harmony
They leap, lean, spin, and sway
They bow low
Their white skirts blanket their stage
They run out quickly
Their soft symphony still audible

“Dreamers”
By Nick Gerson
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 8
No one had ever done it,
They had only dreamed.
Until two dreamers molded their dream to real-

ity.
They created a masterpiece that changed the

world.
This creation smelled of discovery.
In Kitty Hawk on a fine day
The rotor roared,
The engine purred as it began.
They spread their wings
And like a dragon, took to the sky,
Soaring.
The dreamers took their dreams
To new heights.
The brothers set the bar for dreamers.
These two did what no one had ever done,
No one had ever dreamed.
They flew.

“Growing Up”
By Isabel Shaw (inspired by Shel Silverstein)
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 8
      Where does it go?
      The festering curiosity
      The need for an explanation
      Of every little speck of dirt
      Of every leaf and critter
      That scurries across the ground.
      Where does it go?
      The naïve innocence
      Of thinking that even
      The worst of men are really good
      And that every boo-boo
      Can be cured with a kiss
      Where does it go?
      The carefree laughter
      Of rolling on the ground
      Squealing with delight
      When the toy dog
      Makes a squeaky sound,
      Of never being scared
      Or anxious of the big things
      That don’t exist yet.
      Where does it all go?
      Does it go away?
      But what matters more –
      Does it ever come back?

“Shapes”
By Alexandra Falcon
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, Grade 12

          shaped poem
can be in                  any shape,
right? just as long as when you

look from afar you see not
words, but a symbol of

meaning. And so I
bet you think I

am writing
about
love

Words & Pictures

Nico Omeechevarria,
Grade 7, St. Stephen’s &

St. Agnes School

Julia Keefe, Grade 10, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
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  On his 3rd tour in Iraq in 2008, Spc. Josh Schictl was
driving a Humvee which was hit by two IED’s. He suffered
life-threatening injuries to his face and head.  Despite the
quick work of medics, Spc. Schictl lost his right  eye and
nine teeth. Nearly all of the bones in his face were broken
but were stabilized before transport to Walter Reed Medical
Center. He also suffered a TBI.

  Wounded warriors and their families struggle for years
to recover physically, emotionally and financially from
the sacrifices they make in wartime. Operation Homefront
seeks to walk with them on their journey and ease the
hardships they face. The DC Metro Chapter assisted
Josh and Emily with transitional housing, household
furnishings, holiday gifts and grocery gift cards during
these difficult times.

  There are many ways you can work with the DC Metro
Chapter to assist local military families like Josh and Emily.

  People  ask us everyday how they can show their apprecia-
tion and gratitude for the sacrifices made by military families.
One way you can do this is to let the DC Metro Chapter fill the
gap for military families as they adjust to the ‘new normal’
after being deployed or wounded in combat. Send your tax
deductible donation before Dec. 31st to help us meet next
year’s needs.

Send your donations to:
Operation Homefront DC Metro

PO Box 650220
Sterling, VA 20165
703-421-9033
301-722-2440

or visit us online to donate at
www.operationhomefront.net/dcmetro

or tag your donations with
the catchphrase “support our troops”

Dead Man’s Walking
Peace at night but still a fright
You cry in terror of the lonely knight

Can’t love bear his heart’s tear
But my mind can’t care

In the depth of his sounds his wounds are blissful
But his killings are cheerful

His sorrows in life were
Cut off by a knife

He takes your eyes as they watch you die
He leaves your heart as they say goodbye

For awakening his evil mind
He watches as he finds

His heart struck by death
With a frightening breath

As he watches you fight for your life
As he remembers his dead wife

He is a walking dead man of my afterlife

— Debbie Pitt
Grade 8, Francis C Hammond 2

Tiffany Flores, Grade 8, Francis C Hammond 2

Victoria Bogdanovich, Grade 8, FC Hammond School 2

Words & Pictures
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We are pleased to announce the
addition of Kathleen McCadden,
D.V.M., C.V.A., to our practice. She
is a certified veterinary acupunc-
turist and has the skill to improve
the life of your four legged friends.
Call us to inquire about our initial
acupuncture program. It could be a
special gift for ones special friend.

703-660-0044
7930 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, VA 22308

www.hollinhallanimalhospital.com
Find us on Facebook

Celebrate the New Year
Italian Trattoria Style

Three-course Dinner with Champagne or House Wine
includes balloons, noisemakers, hats, etc.

Enjoy the Romance of
Music by

Annya
Smirlovia

and a few arias
by Franco, too!

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town  •  703-548-9338  •  www.trattoriadafranco.com

Open
Christmas Eve

Closed
Christmas Day

•Special Three-Course dinner menu only after 7:30 p.m.
•Early seating available 5:00–7:00 p.m. featuring our regular & special menu

Special
Menu
Includes:

•  Fillet of Salmon with Caviar
• Linguine with Mixed Seafood
• Roast Leg of Lamb with Rosemary
• Veal with Cream Brandy Sauce

Jazz Wednesday Nights with
Bob Williams on the piano
Italian & American Classie
Melodies with Roberto on

Thursday Nights

Gallery

Andrew Webb, 7th grade, Alexandria
Country Day School

Keith Lee, 4th grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

Mabry Griffin, 6th grade,
Alexandria Country Day School
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We’re Envisioning a World Free of Child Abuse

Michal
Tesfamariam,

 age 4,
1st place in

the 2-5 year old
category

CAC One City, Many
Colors Art Contest,

Summer 2011

1900 North Beauregard Street, Suite 200,  Alexandria, Virginia 22311
For Information, call 703.746.6008, or visit: www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org

Protecting Children……Strengthening Families

Join us in making the world a safe place for all children.

Our programs include:
Developmental Playgroups for ages 0-5 years

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Training

Assessment, Treatment and Intervention

Parent Support Groups

Parent Education

Gallery

Jessica Faruque, Grade
2, James K. Polk El-
ementary School

Ibrahim Kanu, Grade 2,
James K. Polk Elemen-
tary School

Sevinch
Mamarajabova, Grade
2, James K. Polk El-
ementary School

Alonzo Mealing, Grade
2, James K. Polk El-
ementary School

Kieran O’Neil, Grade 2,
James K. Polk Elemen-
tary School

Adowa Okrah, Grade 5,
James K. Polk Elemen-
tary School
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Gallery

These “Fall Trees”” are from Ms. Wollman’s second grade art class at
Samuel Tucker Elementary School. Student are 7-8 year olds.

These two Starry Night
pictures are from Mr.

Murphy’s third grade art
classes at Samuel Tucker

Elementary School.
Student are 8-9 year olds.

Second graders from Samuel Tucker Elementary created this School of Fish.
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703.683.0777
FitnessTogether.com/alexandria

Pairing the strength, cardio and nutritional guidance of our
one-on-one personal training with the energy of the small group.

INTRODUCING SMALL GROUP
PERSONAL TRAINING

CALL 703.683.0777 FOR A SPECIAL $49 TRIAL WEEK OFFER
 TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFER EXPIRES 1.7.12. NEW CLIENTS ONLY.

Fitness Together Alexandria
300 North Washington Street, Suite 106 • Alexandria, VA 22314

W
hat follows are excerpts from stories writ
ten by children at the William Ramsay
Recreation Center in the class “Tell Your

Story, Make Your Book.” The class was designed to
give children the experience of talking to their fami-
lies, learning their stories, and creating a book.

Walking to America
... my mom walked to America from Guatemala.

It took my mom 6 weeks and five days. She crossed
the river and walked in deserts. She saw snakes, big
snakes, coyotes, wolves, dead people’s bones. She
was very scared. She came to stay with her aunt.
She got kidnapped by people who hit people to work
for them as slaves. My mom escaped with three other
people ... My mom found a job and then got mar-
ried when she was only 19 years old. In 2002, she
had her first child, Meee! I was born in Alexandria,
Virginia. My mom told me this story when I was six
....

About the author:
My name is Ingrid. I was born in Alexandria, Virginia in

2002.

Dad and His Mom
My dad loved his mother so much with all his

heart. She was caring and loving to my father ... My
father lived with his mother in a poor village in Si-
erra Leone. My dad worked to get money for his
family ... When he was in his 20s or 30s he came to
America .... When he came he met my mom ... and
they fell in love with each other... I was born in 2001
and my sister in 2006. One night when I was five
the phone rang at one or two in the morning. It was
a phone call from Sierra Leone. It was a call for my
mother but my dad knew why. Oh his mother had
died in Sierra Leone in the morning! My dad was
talking on the phone and crying at the same time
with the picture of his mother in his hands. We saw
that in his heart was sorrow. Then he took a tissue
and wiped his tears and pain away. We all knew he
felt sorrow and pain right in his heart ... My dad
told me once that our love keeps him going. Oh how
sweet of him to say that ....

About the author:
Hi, my name is Nancy. I was born in 2001 on Thanksgiving.

I am nine years old. I love to sing and dance. Some day I wish
to be a doctor. I am a hard working student. I love to write sto-
ries. I love my family.

My Grandmother’s Dream
... My Grandma was eleven during the ‘60s ... kids

were segregated between black kids and white kids
... The reason why they were segregated was be-

cause white people didn’t like black people because
they were a different color. This happened in Mont-
gomery, Alabama during the summertime.

... The reason why my Grandma was mad was be-
cause it was wrong so she started thinking of a way
to stop this ... Segregation ended when M.L.K Jr. spoke
against segregation ... We now have integration and
that’s how we live right now ... My Grandma’s dream
had come true because she wished that everyone
would get along. Because of Doctor M.L.K. Jr now
everybody can learn together in public schools. Be-
cause everyone has the right to learn the same thing
without it having to be difficult to learn and get along.

About the author:
My name is Jadamonet and my birthplace is Suitland, Mary-

land. The year I was born in was 2002. DC. I have a younger
brother. I also like being a big kid.

My Mom Plays Holi
... My mom was born in Lucknow, India ... There is

a festival called Holi. By throwing bright different
colors we play Holi in most parts of India. My mom
used to play Holi when she was a little kid. We still
play Holi in India and in the USA at the Durga Temple.
We celebrate with different bright colors like red,
orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, pink and brown.
In India and in the USA we play Holi in different
ways but with the same colors .. .My mom explained
what Holi was because I did not know because I was
born in Alexandria, Virginia. When I turned seven
then I knew how to play. It was so fun and amazing
because we play Holi with bright amazing colors ...
Holi celebrates the arrival of Spring ... Holi comes on
a different date each spring. Everybody is happy and
they wait for Holi to come. I am waiting for March
2012 for Holi. ...

About the author:
Hello, my name is Angela. I was born in March 2000 and I

live in Alexandria, Virginia. When I grow up I want to be a law-
yer. I love running so I do track.

First Class, from left, included Angela,
Ingrid, Sush, Jadamonet and Nancy.

The hand-made storybooks.

Nancy is excited to be binding the book
she created.

Family Legends

‘Tell Your Story/Make Your Book’

Photos by Nina Tisara/

Living Legends

of Alexandria
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Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

Visit the Merchants at Bradlee
and make Seasonal Shopping a Pleasure!

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year
from the Merchants at Bradlee Center

Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.

703.820.8600 571.384.6880
www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

HOLIDAY HOURS
•9 am–6 pm: New Year’s Eve

•Closed New Year’s Day

African Clay Mask: Ben DeVine, age
12, 6th grade, St. Anslem’s Abbey
School in Washington, D.C.

Silent Night
By Dannie Daley

Kaboom! One big black boot!
Kaboom! The other big black boot!
Shuffle, shuffle, shuffle, shuffle...
Frosty lips smack ginger, sugar, and vanilla.
Crunch, crunch, crunch!
Swoosh, swoosh... under the boughs
Pretty presents 1, 2, 3...
His big belly shakes Ho-Ho-Ho!
Whoosh! Whoosh!
The red coat rockets to the roof!
Shhhhhh... the Christmas tree is sleeping...
Squeaky bright blue ball
Bounces like a kangaroo hop!
Ker plunk, ker plunk, ker plunk!
Bongity-bong! Bongity-bong!
Springy Jack in the Box
Pounces out of his cage like a lion in the bush!
Boo-hoo, Boo-hoo!
Whimpers Rag Doll Ruth!
Klunkity-klunk, klunkity-klunk!
Timothy Tractor jumps the presents!
Billy the Bike churns his silver  spokes
And
Crashes into bark!
Whack! Whack! Whack!
Spats
Larry the Lego at the low, low needles.
Shhhhhh... the Christmas tree is sleeping...
High Hillary Halo sings,
“La la la la la la la la la
La la la la la la la la
Do re mi
Do re mi
Do re mi
SOOOOOOOOO!”
Soft white wings hum,
“hm hm hm hm hm hm hm hm hm
hm hm hm hm hm hm hm hm hm
Do ti la so fa mi re do
Fa la la Fa la la.”
Tree topper bows into the green boughs.
Shhhhhh... the Christmas tree is sleeping...

Words & Pictures
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Celebrate students, camps, schools,
enrichment programs, colleges and
more in our A-plus: Education,
Learning, Fun pages, the third week
of every month.
Questions? E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Suggestions? E-mail mkimm@connection newspapers.com

Gallery

The posi-
tive/nega-
tive space
collage was
done by a
fifth grade
student, age
11, in Mr.
Murphy’s
class at
Samuel
Tucker
Elementary
School.

These three “Jungle
Paintings” are from
Mr. Murphy’s fourth

grade art class at
Samuel Tucker

Elementary School.
Students are 9-10

year olds.

These “Magritte Apple Print
People” are from Mr.
Murphy’s kindergarten art
class at Samuel Tucker
Elementary School.
Students are 5-6 year olds.
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eye2eye optometry corner
Dr. Dora Adamopoulos

www.myeye2eye.com
1502 Mt. Vernon Ave

703-548-0122

Eyeglass
 Special

Eye exams available
Most insurances accepted

$75 off 1st pair
of complete
eyeglasses

$150 off 2nd pair

Use your Flex Spending dollars before they expire.

*see associate for details

Eyeglasses for Kids, Tweens & Teens

~ Rec Specs Sports Goggles ~
in a variety of colors & styles

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Mass Schedule

Worship At Bethany Lutheran Church this Christmas Season

More info (703) 765-8255 or www.bethany-lcms.org

2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306
New Year’s Eve

Watch Night Service
9:00pm -- 1:00am

New Years Day
Single Service Sunday, 10:00 a.m.

(No Sunday School)

Sunday, January 8, 2012 3:00pm
Service of Ordination

and Installation of
Joseph B. Davis

As Our Special Mission Pastor

Please join us

Services
8:30 am Worship Service

9:45 am Sunday School for
children, Bible classes
for youth and adults

11:00 am Worship Service
12:00 noon African-style Worship

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate

Bearing true faith and allegiance - Blessings to all who serve

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

8 AM - Holy Eucharist - no music
All Education programs – 9:00 AM
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
New Year’s Day Service: 8:00 AM

St. James’
Episcopal Church

The Meaning of
Christmas

Christmas isn’t about gifts,
Or getting new stuff.
It’s about spending time with family
And making memories and cherishing

them.
Christmas only comes once a year.
And we have to enjoy it.
It’s the day we have to thank the one

above us, God.
He let us have a chance to stand on

his world.
And we can’t forget about the others.
The ones that can’t celebrate with us.

Share and give!
Christmas is about the holiday.
Christmas is about the loving what

you have.
Christmas is about love.

— Diana Zelaya Macotto
Grade 6, Francis C. Hammond 1

Strike Strike Strike
Strike! Strike! Strike!
We are here to complain
Our bosses are a pain
We are tired we are poor
We won’t take it no more
We want better pay
And an 8 hr work day

Strike! Strike! Strike!
We are not in favor
Of child labor
Or working long into the night
It’s simply not right
We want more money
To fill our tummy’s

Strike! Strike! Strike!
Come on Mr.Bossman
We know that you can
Do what is right
So we don’t have to fight
Make our lives better
For ever and ever
STRIKE! STRIKE! STRIKE!

 Amanda Dorris,
Grade 7, Francis C. Hammond 3

Labor Rap
In the 1870s when people were poor
kids had to work hard or their hearts

were sore
When John D. Rockefeller was scor-

ing in his industry
kids at their jobs were struggling

mentally.
I would tell the government this was

not fair
but it was like the government just

didn’t care.
Business owners will do anything

they could for money
but they were just big dummies.
Kids weren’t the only ones struggling

from work condition ..... Adults were
too.

Now this is the important part I hope
you will listen

in my house this part would be the
grand kitchen

There were so many riots and strikes
back then, I can’t even

Count …. 1.2.3 oops I just did
the Haymarket riot, Homestead strike

and last but not least Pullman strike.
All of these are about the people and

their rights
Okay well I guess this ends my rap.
This is the time when you give me dap

— Jalen McField
Grade 7, Francis C. Hammond 3

Poetry
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION/REDEVELOPMENT
On December 6, 2011, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS) held a
public hearing regarding an ordinance to establish exclusive water service
areas and maximum allowable rates, fees, and charges within Fairfax County
for water service. At the same meeting, the BOS enacted the ordinance as
Section 65-6-13 of the Code of Fairfax County. Section (a) of the ordinance
provides that effective 12:01 a.m. December 7, 2011, Fairfax Water will be the
provider of retail public water service within Fairfax County, Virginia, for any
new construction or redevelopment of any dwelling unit and any residential or
non-residential structure, unless Fairfax Water determines it cannot make
water service available due to a utility-related reason.

The ordinance requires that any determination by Fairfax Water that it
cannot make service available be made in accordance with policies, rules,
or regulations established by Fairfax Water for the purpose of establishing
when a utility-related reason exists that prevents it from supplying water.
The ordinance further requires that the policies, rules, or regulations be
adopted by Fairfax Water after notice and a public hearing.

At 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2012, Fairfax Water will conduct
a public hearing on its proposed CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION/ REDEVELOPMENT. The hearing will be held in Fairfax
Water’s offices at 8570 Executive Park Avenue, Fairfax, VA.

A copy of the proposed rule can be viewed on our Web site at
http://www.fairfaxwater.org. Those wishing to speak at this hearing or
desiring a copy of the proposed rule should call Ms. Eva Catlin at
703-289-6017. Interested parties may submit written comments to
PublicHearingComments@fairfaxwater.org or mail written comments to:

Fairfax Water
Public Hearing Comments
8570 Executive Park Avenue
Fairfax, VA 22031

All written comments must be received by close of business on Wednesday,
January 11, 2012 to be included in the record of the public hearing.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Art & Framing by Valentino
Custom Framing & Fine Art

Rose Valentino, Owner
roseval@gmail.com

Mount Vernon Antique Center
www.mtvantiques.com

8101 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22309
(703-505-9334

(By appointment)
www.art-and-framing.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE
Edward E. Gahres, MD is closing his 
medical practice at 5021 Seminary 
Rd, Ste 109, Alexandria, VA, on De-
cember 31, 2011. Patients interested 
in requesting copies of their medical 
records should call (703) 931-7515 

between 10 am and 4 pm, 
Mon., Tues. and Thurs.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Tutoring Available in the 
Northern Virginia Area

Dean's List College Graduate with Years 
of Experience.

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and Grades Considered

Math, Spanish, English
$35/hour

Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

WHY MOVE?

Get assisted living in your own home.
Employees Drug Screened, Background 

checked and RN Supervised. 
American owned & operated since 2001. 

Free in-home assessment 

call 703-591-7117.

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

12 Commercial Lease

Office Space for Lease in 
Oakton. Approx. 800sf Avail 
Immediately. 703-820-2500

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Angel F. Rodriguez Jr, Sole 
Proprietor, DBA Angel’s Vine-
yard Wine Shop, 103 N. West 
St, 2nd Floor, Alexandria, VA 
22308. The above establish-
ment is applying to the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control for an Internet 
Wine Retailer’s License where 
in consideration of payment, 
internet or telephone orders 
are taken and shipped directly 
to the consumers and which 
establishment is not a retail 
store open to the public. Angel 
F. Rodriguez Jr, owner.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to the Board no later 
than 30 days from the date of 
the first two required newspa-
per publications. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-
552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

34 Pets

Kittens/Cats all vetted 
adorable adoption fee 1-703-
608-2605 Save us Please! 

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

EmploymentEmployment

P/T  Administrative Assis’t
Minimum Qualifications: 
Christian with good public relation skills, 
pleasant telephone manners, computer skills,  
3 years office experience, HS diploma,  flex-
ibility  in  schedule,  and   able  to multitask. 
Hours:
20 hours/week,  Tues - Fri,   5 hours/day.  
Faith Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 5725 
Castlewellan Drive, Kingstowne, VA 22315. 
To Apply:  

fax  resume:   703-971-3803,  or email: 
faithbusinessmgr@verizon.net

Registered Nurses
Be a part of an exciting opportunity as a 
Registered Nurse to use your talents and 
skills to provide nurse case management 
for persons with intellectual/develop-
mental disabilities. As a member of an 
interdisciplinary team, you will work 
collaboratively to design health care 
plans across the continuum for services 
appropriate to health needs.

The Northern Virginia Training Center, 
9901 Braddock Rd, Fairfax, VA 22032-

1941. Phone: (703) 3232-4012 
www.nvtc.dbhds.virginia.gov

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

703-823-5156

COMMERCIAL SNOW
REMOVAL SERVICES

SNOW REMOVAL SNOW REMOVAL

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Gallery

Andrew Katz, 6th grade, Alexandria Country Day School

Bryan Johnson, 6th grade, Alexandria Country Day School

Hayden Katz, 5th grade, Alexandria Country Day School
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Find out about the proposed streetscape design improvements to the
Washington Street corridor, between Church Street and Gibbon Street.
The proposed project will add enhancements to the lighting, sidewalk and
streetscape improvements, traffic safety improvements, and drainage
improvements.

Review the proposed project plans and the National Environmental Policy Act
documentation at the public hearing or at City of Alexandria City Hall, 301
King Street, Room 3200. You can also review the project on the City of
Alexandria web site at
http://alexandriava.gov/tes/info/default.aspx?id=2876.  Please call ahead to
ensure the availability of personnel to answer your questions.  Streetscape
and landscape impact information and tentative construction schedules are
available for your review at the above address and will be available at the
public hearing.

Give your written or oral comments at the hearing or submit them by
February 8, 2011, to Mr. Rashad K Friday, MS, MBA, Project Manager, City of
Alexandria, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 3200, Alexandria, VA 22314.  You
may also e-mail your comments to rashad.friday@alexandriava.gov.  Please
reference “Washington Street Streetscape Comments” in the subject line.

The City of Alexandria ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or special assistance for
persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact T&ES at
703.746.4025. TTY/TDD 703.838.5056 

State Project: U000-100-616
UPC: 64662

Washington Street
Streetscape Improvements

City of Alexandria’s
Department of Transportation

& Environmental Services (T&ES)

Design Public Hearing
Wednesday, January 25, 2011, 6-8 p.m.

City Hall, Sister Cities Rm. 1101
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Legal Notices Legal Notices

From Page 7

Christmas
By Delina Gedion
John Adams Elementary School, 5th

grade
C huckles of joy
H appy children prancing along
R equesting presents everyday
I ce skaters gliding across the ice
S anta’s reindeer ready to fly
T aking inner love and sharing it with

others
M istletoe gleaming over the snow
A s busy as a bee, buying last minute

presents
S taying warm with hot cocoa
CHRISTMAS

Christmas
By Ugochi Ihezue
John Adams Elementary School, 5th

grade
Christmas is a holiday
celebrated in the month of December.
Christmas is when you are
showered with presents from your

family members.

It’s Christmas and it’s time to sing
carols

“Deck the Halls”
“Jingle Bells”
Along with your family on Christmas

morning
and wishing everyone well.
Time to buy a Christmas tree
and on it, putting pretty ornaments.
Round ones, square one, it doesn’t

matter!
Under the tree are the presents
ready to be opened
Christmas is when Santa comes in the

middle of the Night!
He puts a little present in your stock-

ing and
makes sure you don’t sneak down-

stairs to see
your presents
because you have to wait until the

morning!

Winter Holidays
By Deion Sanchez
John Adams Elementary School, 5th

Grade
Children all around the world, on

Christmas morning,
are racing downstairs to their living

room floor

just want to hop,
Letting everyone know that Christmas

is here.
And some may say, “Oh, dear! I need

to get the presents for the yea!”
Some get clothes, some get toys.
Toys are the hope of little girls and

boys.
Cards are being mailed all over the

world.
People are happy, joy in their faces.
Christmas is such a beautiful time,
And it makes everywhere a beautiful

place.
Christmas is the best time of the year!

EID
By Sophia & Miriam Elhadidi
John Adams Elementary School
Eid is the day we honor Allah!
It’s the end of Ramadan.
The time to celebrate with family and

friends
Hungry from our fast,
we eat until we are stuffed!
We receive money from our relatives
and have a big blast!
At the end of the day, we honor Allah

again.
We get out our rugs and say our

words
that we are thankful for everything.
Yes, Eid is a very special time of the

year

Winter
By Melissa Halabuk
John Adams Elementary School
Winter is a great time of year,
Santa gets his old trusty reindeer.
He flies high in the sky
He soars high, high, high.
The eight days of Hanukkah begin to

set in.
The seven days of Kwanzaa cel-

ebrated with
your kin.
Winter is a great time of year,
New Year’s is coming near!

Beautiful Winter
By Denay Taylor
John Adams Elementary School, 5th

Grade
Beautiful winter brings snow
and gifts.
Many nice houses have been
it.
People are caroling with all of
their heart,
Until other people give them
warm tarts.
Many kids come out to play,
by making snowmen day by day.
There are snowball fights
and hockey matches.
There are ice skating rings

and sledding races
People plop down on the white
fluffy snow,
and later sip hot cocoa steady and
slow!
Then on Christmas Eve, they hear
Santa heave,
forcing himself down the chimney
And finally
he comes down with a thud,
And delivers our presents
One by one.
On Christmas morning,
When seeing their presents,
they jump up and down
Woo, hood! Yaw! Yay!
They scream when seeing
Santa’s wonderful deed.

An Amazing
Electronic Device

By Sophia Rier
John Adams Elementary School,  4th

Grade
One of my grandmas has an ipad and

the other one has a Kindle. Wouldn’t it
be cool to mix them together?   I would
have an extraordinary electronic device?
This device would soon be the hottest
gift of the season.  With qualities of one
ipad and still like the classic kindle, this
device would be sure to make it on your
Christmas list.  You could download
movies, music, books and apps galore
on this Kinpad.  You could access your
e-mail, read “Twilight”, watch Rango,
listen, and play “Angry Birds,” all on one
tablet. (But not all on one tablet.)  Imag-
ine how you would feel to have Kinpad
for Christmas!  But I will have to settle
for a Kindle, which is not too shabby.  I
could buy it, but who has that kind of
money.  And of course, you could always
ask Santa Claus!  (That’s what I’ll do.)

Words & Pictures

to see what St. Nicholas brought them
last night!

They scream for joy at what they got,
looking up to

thank St. Nick for his generous ac-
tions.

Parents just stare down at their chil-
dren

   laughing under their  breath, mak-
ing comments to one

another, enjoying these precious mo-
ments.

Many of them will pass down the sto-
ries

from generation to generation.
All these seconds they spend with

their family, shedding
the light to be shone when things are

not so bright.
People celebrating their religions,
Kwanzaa from December 26 to New

Year’s Day,
lighting seven candles each night,

abundant buffets,
and plenty of gifts.
African Americans show pride in their

heritage and culture
and their diversity.
Last but not least, it is time for Hanuk-

kah.
The winter holiday where Jewish

people celebrate
The Festival of light – eight nights of

lighting
a candle each night, singing special

songs, and, of course
eating potato pancakes.
People from all over the world cel-

ebrate their own holidays
with their own traditions.
But the memories and special times

spent together
stay the same!

Christmas
By Salem Sebhatleab
John Adams Elementary School, 5th

Grade
Christmas
joys
Christmas
gifts
How I enjoy Christmas!
with
excited children
running
downstairs
in hopes that presents
will be piled high
for them.
Presents of every shape,
color and size
Stockings
filled with candy canes
and gingerbread men.
Oh,
how I love Christmas!
Don’t you love it, too?

Christmas Is
The Best Time
Of the Year

By Antonio Martin
John Adams Elementary School, Grade

4
When it’s time for Christmas, every-

one is happy
And nobody is upset or snappy.
  On Christmas Eve, everyone’s wait-

ing for the best to come
Everyone is thinking, “What presents

will I get,
And who will they be from?”
But why is Christmas here?
It’s simple, it’s a time of joy and cel-

ebration in the year.
Christmas trees so decorated, so tall

with a star on top,
And you are so filled with joy that you

Lexy Smethurst 1st Grade, Alexandria Country Day School

Calum McIntyre 3rd Grade,
Alexandria Country Day
School
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www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143

Off-Season Pricing

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

50% Off
Camellias, Nandina, Crepe Myrtle,

Azaleas, Aucuba, Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias, Blue Atlas

Cedar & Select Shade Trees

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

Gallery

Chris Tyler, Grade 3, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Michael Hines, Grade 3, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Emma Bradley, Grade 5, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Alexander Saylor,
Grade 12,
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School
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Gallery

Abigail Hawkins, Grade 5, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School

Rachelle Walker, Grade 11, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Alyssa Yu,
Grade 6, St.

Stephen’s
& St. Agnes

School

Charlie Engh, Grade 12, St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Blake Kurtz,
Grade 6,
St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes
School
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