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Children’s Connection 2011

Dear Readers:
This week, the Oak Hill/Herndon Con-

nection turns over its pages to the youth
and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2012 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Welcome
By Micaela Siemon, 4th Grade,
Dranesville Elementary

By Amanda Smith,
3rd Grade,
Floris Elementary

By Rodrigo Ramirez, Kindergarten, Herndon Elementary

Alexandra Bethel Engle, 5th Grade, Dranesville Elementary

By Jennifer Paredes, 3rd grade, Herndon Elementary
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By Annette Martinez, Herndon Elementary, 2nd Grade

Herndon Elementary Art Gallery

By Sachi Kataria, Herndon, Elementary, 1st Grade
By Kylie Finney, Herndon
Elementary, 2nd Grade By Brian Claure-Soliz, Herndon Elementary, Headstart

By Abby Bachman, Herndon Elementary, 2nd Grade

By Cindy Escobar Cerritos, Herndon Elementary, 6th Grade By Marigrace Ivie, Herndon Elementary, 1st Grade
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I wonder what I’m going to be when I grow up
and what I’ll be like. When will it be Hanukah? I
wonder what I will get for my birthday.

—Eleanor Peristere, age 7

I wonder why rocks are called rocks. I liked rocks

Children’s Connection 2011

When I Grow Up From Mrs. North’s second graders at Floris Elementary.

I want to be a zookeeper when I grow up because
I like animals and I would take care of them. I would
make good new homes and give them nice clean food
and water. The animals would like me a lot and that
is why I want to be a zookeeper.

—Marcus Williams, age 7

I want to be a scientist of ornithology. I want to
help all endangered birds, like the scarlet macaw and
the peregrine falcon. I want people to stop cutting
down trees or else the bald eagle, scarlet macaw and
the peregrine falcon will be extinct.

—Manav Nadriga, age 7

I want to be the President because it’ll be fun. I
will invite my parents and they will have fun in the
White House. I’ll make an invention called a “limet.”

It is part limousine and part private jet. My rules
will be that if anybody uses gasoline, they’re going
to be in jail for about three years. Using gasoline is
bad for the earth and I want to save the earth. If
anyone is using a motorcycle, I’ll take the motorcycle
away and give them a fine because they use gaso-
line.  My parents and I will watch all of the movies,
like Harry Potter. I know working as the President is
hard work, but I will do my work and enjoy it.

—Isha Devgan, age 8

When I become the principal, I will make the children
read for 20 hours. If you did, you’ll get smarter. You will
write about the story you just read. You are going to
grow up and I want you to be smart. If you can’t read,
just say “Please,” four times and then you’ll be finished.

—Mira Kang, age 7

How to Make the World Better
Reflections from Mrs. North’s second grade class at Floris Elementary.

I would give water to people who need it and pick
up trash. I would give stuff to poor people, so they
can have a fun time and play. People need to go
around the world to help others. The people who
don’t have homes in different states, need help to
get a home.

—Kylie Moore, age 7

My idea to make the world better would be to make
a rule so people cannot dump trash in rivers. They
should not do that because it’s bad for the earth. You
might go to jail if you do that.

—Logan Baumler, age 7

Reflections from Mrs. North’s second grade class at Floris ElementaryI Wonder…
since I was three years old! I also wonder why my
friend, Nate, is always playing around with me. I
like the “Diary of a Wimpy Kid,” but why does Manny
have buck teeth? Also, why is my brother sometimes
not nice to me?

—Tyler Smith, age 7

By Charlotte Tubbs, Rachel Carson Middle School,
Grade 8

By Charlotte Tubbs, Rachel Carson Middle School,
Grade 8

By Charlotte Tubbs, Rachel Carson Middle School,
Grade 8

Where
Earth Meets
Sapphire Sky

 Leah K. Boll, age 16

Strange tongues, foreign lands,
Wish you could be here again
In my arms, from whence was torn
My love for you, ‘twas gently borne.
Throbbing beats and orchestra strings,
Mindless are the meanings of things.
These objects portray our endless love,
From Earth below to sky above
In the Abyss, you discover hope;
When in despair, the will to cope.
You bear your soul for all to see—
And I’ll follow you through eternity.

The Joys of the Winter
By Neha Kulshresht

3
rd

 Grade, Floris ES

Walking down the white fluffy snow, and
even though my face is freezing, when I close
my eyes I smell happiness and freshness all
around me.  Snowflakes fall ever so delicately
from the sky.  Squirrels, deer and red foxes all
scamper home to their families, for winter is
the time to be merry and jolly!

I Strive
By John Jacob Hens

Murphy

 10
th

 grade, Herndon

I strive
and I am satisfied
for I know
the world
cannot compete
with my thirst.
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Dr. David Sahley
DPT, OCS, COMT

Dr. Cristina Trypanis
PT, DPT

Dr. Karen Jensen-Vick
DPT, MPT

We offer a variety of services to assist our patients:
• Sports Medicine
• Neurological Rehab
• Whiplash
• Scoliosis
• TMJ Disorders

• Post-Surgical Rehab
• Spinal Therapy
• Neck and Back Pain
• Arthritis
• Shoulder and Knee Injuries

Call for an appointment today!

Most insurances are accepted. New patients are welcome.

www.dynamicsphysicaltherapy.com

GAINESVILLE   703.754.0394
7210 Heritage Village Plaza

Suite 101, Gainesville, VA
HOURS: Mon & Wed 7 am-8 pm,

Tues & Thurs 8 am-4 pm,
Friday 7 am-2 pm

HAYMARKET   703.754.6955
6856 Piedmont Center Plaza

Unit C-4, Gainesville, VA
HOURS: Mon & Wed Noon-8 pm,

Tues & Thurs 7 am-3 pm,
Friday 8 am-3 pm

HERNDON   703.793.4851
2445 Centreville Road

Herndon, VA 20171
HOURS: Mon & Wed 10 am-8 pm, Tues
& Thurs 8 am-8 pm, Friday 7 am-2 pm

FUN FOR ALL AGES!

call 703.817.1051 or visit www.claycafechantilly.com
13894 Metrotech Dr. • Chantilly (Just to the left of Petsmart)

Throw a great birthday party for your little one!
We put the ART in Party!

• FUN  • AFFORDABLE • EASY  • SPACIOUS

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street
Old Town Herndon
Hours: Mon., Tues.,

Thurs. & Fri. 9-6
Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

All Oriental Rugs
on Sale!

ALL HARDWOOD
on SALE

Jimmys

•Plant on Premises
•Washing
•Refringing
•Repairs
•Reweaving
•Appraisals
FREE Pickup & Delivery
for Rolled & Ready Rugs

Oriental Rug
Cleaning

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 48 years

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

20%
OFF
20%
OFF
Expires1/7/12

Xtra Lite Carpet
•100% Continous Filament Nylon
•100% Stainmaster
•25 Yr. Guarantee
•Extensive Color Selection

Exp. 1/7/1246.37$ Sq. ft.

•Installation w/6lb pad
•Take Up & Haul Away Old Carpet

Includes:

Children’s Connection 2011

By Abigail Paredes, Grade 4, Lowes Island Elementary
School

By Abigail Paredes, Grade 4, Lowes Island Elementary
School
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Off-Season Pricing

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

50% Off
Camellias, Nandina, Crepe Myrtle,

Azaleas, Aucuba, Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias, Blue Atlas

Cedar & Select Shade Trees

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

OPEN HOUSES
9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, January 10
Tuesday, January 31

Thursday, February 16
Committed to providing students the skills and guidance

they need to flourish intellectually and spiritually
 to meet the challenges of the 21st century.

3460B Centreville Road Chantilly, VA  20151
Phone: 703-773-2020 / Fax: 703-991-9103

Visit our Website: www.stveronicaschool.org
E-mail: info@stveronicaschool.org

• Full day Kindergarten program
• Small class sizes with dedicated instructional assistants in grades K to 2
• Art, Computers, Latin, Library, Music, and PE
• Computer lab and wireless touch pads
• Hot lunch program
• Extended day care
• Committed to Catholic education

IT’S TIME
FOR

FOOTBALL!

Catch your
favorite teams

on our
7 HDTV’s!

• Thursday, 12/29/11:  Tommy Rothman
• Friday, 12/30/11:  Ronan Kavanagh
• Saturday, 12/31/11:  Ronan Kavanagh

LIVE Music!
Every Weekend 9:30pm-1:30am

Children’s Connection 2011

The Best Gift Ever
Reflections from Mrs. North’s second grade class at Floris

Elementary.

The best gift ever would be my championship game trophy for
hockey. It means so much to me and every time I look at it, it
makes me very very happy. That was the first championship
game I ever won!
—Jack Dougan, age 8

My best gift ever, would have to be my laptop. I can play
games on it and I can watch movies and TV on it. It is fun
playing on my laptop!
—Anne Peckham, age 7

My best gift ever is my hippo named Hippy. I got her when I
was really young. She has a very flimsy neck and she is all
purple. She is about six inches tall. I used a broken necklace for
a leash.
—Sarah Fajer, age 7

I don’t know when I got it, but I wouldn’t give it away for a
million dollars! It’s Teddy! I got him when I was born, I think. It
is my stuffed animal that I sleep with now. When I think of
giving him away, I feel really really sad. I never ever want to
give him away. Teddy is the best gift ever!
—Daphne Ngo, age 7

To me, the best gift ever is my family. My family does a lot of
things for me. Everyone in my family cares and loves me. I also
love them. Because of them, I have the things I need to survive.
My family buys things for me that I want and need.
—Colin Luongo, age 8

The best gift ever would be something that makes you happy.
It is warm to the heart. Nothing in the world can make you
happier than this. You can go somewhere else to see it, but in
your heart, it’s always there. It is a sight like no other. It’s
breathtaking! It’s so sad when you leave it. It’s family. You’re
always with family. Even if you leave, they’re always there for
you.
—Nate Owen, age 8

The best gift I ever got is life. I got life on the day I was born.
It is my best birthday gift ever! Everybody has life, but
everyone’s life is different. Some people think life is just noth-
ing, but boring. But to me, life is everything. Just remember all
of the great things that happened in your life. Without life, those
things wouldn’t have happened! You wouldn’t be on the earth
without life. You start life by being a baby, then a kid. When you
are 21, you are an adult! Here comes the exciting part in life –
doing things you’ve never done in your life when you were a
kid! See. Life is EVERYTHING!
—Shaina Banduri, age 7

When I was born, my Nana gave me this stuffed animal and
whenever I see it, it makes me think of good things. His name is
Bluey and I have two of them. One of them is squishy and the
other is hard. The soft one is the one I like better. I sleep with
one every night. Sometimes I sleep with both! About three years
ago, when I was four, my sister and I would have dinner and we
would bring stuffed animals. I would usually bring both of them.
The reason I have two is because if I lost one, then I still would
have one. The only reason I say that is because it’s happened
before. I call it Bluey because he’s blue and when I was little I
named him that. I love him so much!
—James Lerner, age 8

Floris
Elementary
Art Gallery

By Jerry Tan,
Floris Elementary,
Grade 5

By Richard Ospina,
Floris Elementary,
Kindergarten

By Neha Kulshreshtha, Floris Elementary, Grade 3By David Luo, Floris Elementary, Grade 4

By Daniel Antunes, Floris Elementary, Grade 1

By Brooke Wagner, Floris Elementary, Grade 5 By Bowen zhang, Floris Elementary, Grade 2

By Anirudh Jammula, Floris Elementary, Grade 5
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Little Hoot
By Ananya Vavilala, 5

th
 Grade

 Floris Elementary

On a beautiful sunny morning, up on a branch, in a little house,
there lived a cute little fellow named Little Hoot. Little Hoot was a very
jolly little owl. He loved to go to owl school. He also loved playing
hide-n-seek with all his friends.

He even liked when Mama Owl said it was time to practice ponder-
ing.

“Practice your pondering, Little Hoot.” said Mama Owl.
“Okay.” said Little Hoot.
“Now practice your staring.” said Mama Owl.
“Okay, Mama.” said Little Hoot. Staring right, staring left, staring

right and staring left.
But there was one thing that Little Hoot absolutely did not like –

bedtime! He absolutely did not like bedtime because when you are an
owl you always have to stay up late, late, late. That’s just the way it
was. “All my other friends get to go to bed so much earlier! It’s just not
fair!” said Little Hoot.

“If you want to grow up to be a wise owl you must go to bed late,”
said Papa Owl. “Besides, don’t give a hoot about what time your little
friends go to bed, in this family we go to bed late. Rules of the roost,
got it?” asked Papa Owl.

“Okay,” said Little Hoot.
“Play for one whole hour and then you can go to bed.” said Mama

Owl.
“But it’s already dark and why do I have to stay up one more whole

hour? It’s not fair!” said Little Hoot.
“Little Hoot, those are the rules of the roost and we do not ever

complain about them.” said Mama Owl.
“Hmph!” said Little Hoot. So off he went. Little Hoot thought to him-

self, when I grow up I’m going to let my kids sleep as early as they
want.

Little Hoot pretended to be a knight. He played swords and pre-
tended to kill a dragon. He climbed and played on the jungle gym. He
built a very big fort. He made a big pile of leaves and jumped in them.
He jumped on the bed until he got tired.

So then he went and told Mama Owl that he was tired.
Mama Owl said, “But you still have ten more minutes to play.”
“But…” protested Little Hoot.
“Don’t make me repeat myself,” Mama Owl said.
“Fine,” said Little Hoot. So off he went.
Little Hoot counted, “One minute, two minutes, three minutes, four

minutes, five minutes, six minutes, seven minutes, eight minutes, nine
minutes, ten minutes. There, I played for one whole hour!” said Little
Hoot. “Now can I go to bed?” Little Hoot asked.

“Yes, now you can go to bed, but…” said Mama Owl.
“Whoo-hoo, Hoo-whoo, Whoo-hoo!” said Little Hoot, and he flew

right into bed.
“Little Hoot, wait!” stalled Mama Owl.
“What about a bedtime story, and don’t forget a glass of water!” added

Papa Owl.
But it was too late. Little Hoot was already fast asleep. Snooze, snore,

drool. Mama Owl and Papa Owl tucked Little Hoot in bed and gave
him a peck on the cheek.

The Pumpkin Pie Escape
By Hannah King, 5

th
 Grade

 Floris Elementary

It was a week until Halloween and every pumpkin in Spookesville
was worried about what was going to happen to them. It is, of course,
every pumpkins dream to become a jack-o’-lantern, so nobody was
worried about that. Every pumpkin was worried about being baked
into a pumpkin pie. It was a pumpkin’s worst nightmare!

Every pumpkin in the local patch was thinking about that exact thing
as the Johnson family glanced over them.”I want that one,” shouted
Mary Johnson pointing at Sarah Seedling.

 “I want a pumpkin too,” cried her 3-year-old brother Max. “I like
that one,” he pointing to Vinnie Vine.

“Dad and I would also like one,” said Mrs. Johnson. “Hmmm…how
about this one.” She patted Jerry Jack-o’-Lantern.

“Mommy, can I carve my pumpkin into a jack-o’-lantern?” asked Mary

See Pumpkin Pie,  Page 11

By Erik Siguenza,
3rd grade,
Herndon Elementary

By Wilfredo Pineda,
3rd grade,
Herndon Elementary

By Tea Geary,
1st grade,
Herndon Elementary

By Mackenzie Koch,
3rd grade,
Herndon Elementary

Art from
Herndon
Elementary
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

Children love our
entertainment

center with video
games and NEW
pinball machine

LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Bi-Monthly
Drawing for

No-Cavity-Club
Winner

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

www.viennafloors.com

703-938-3160

A HAPPY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!
Our Thanks to Our Customers for
Their Support Throughout 2011.
We Look Forward to Satisfying

Your Flooring Needs in 2012.

27th
Anniversary

Established in 1984

Bella’s Salon & Spa

HAIRCUTS
COLOR & PERMS
WAXING 703-796-0425

334 Elden St. • Herndon, VA 20170
Behind Mc Donalds

Hours:
Mon - Fri: 9 am - 8 pm

Sat: 9 am - 7 pm
Sun: 9 am - 7 pm

Walk-Ins Welcomed

Hair Color $15 OFF
Shampoo & Haircut $16 $9.99

for Menfor WomenBlow Dry Extra

Enjoy A New Style for the New Year!Enjoy A New Style for the New Year!

on the way home from the pumpkin patch.
“Sure honey. What do you want to do with your

pumpkin Max?”
“I want pumpkin pie, I want pumpkin pie,” cried

Max.
“Okay. Dad and I want pumpkin pie too, so Mary’s

can be a jack-o’-lantern and the other two I’ll use for
pie.”  Meanwhile, after listening to this whole con-
versation with bated breath, Vinnie Vine and Jerry
Jack-o’-Lantern began freaking out.

 “How are going to get out of here?!?” shouted
Vinnie Vine.

“I got it,” Sarah Seedling exclaimed. “We can open
the trunk and jump!”

“But then you won’t become a jack-o’-lantern,”
reasoned Jerry Jack-o’-Lantern.

 “What’s more important, my dream or your lives?
Let’s go on three. 1, 2, 3!” shouted Sarah Seedling.
She lifted the latch and they all tumbled out into the
crisp fall air. They skidded to a stop and began roll-
ing toward the dew covered grass.

 “What are we going to do now!” shouted Vinnie
Vine the most pessimistic of the group.

“Let’s start rolling,” said Sarah Seedling. Days and
nights went by and miles and miles they traveled
until they came across a cute little town nestled in a
valley and surrounded by huge mountains stretch-
ing toward the sky. “Mommy, come quick! Look at
these pumpkins!”

“Wow honey. Do you want to take them home?”
“Yeah!” the little girl replied. A split second later

they were swept into the arms of a little girl and her
mother.

 When they arrived at the little girl’s house they
soon realized that Halloween was that very night!
When the little girl entered the room she scooped
up Vinnie Vine and took him into another room. To
the other pumpkins horror 1 hour later pie smells
wafted in from the kitchen. Vinnie Vine could not be
saved.

 The next time the little girl came back into the
room she took the quivering Jerry Jack-o’-Lantern
away. As Sarah Seedling sat there loneliness and cold
crept toward her. She tried to think happy thoughts,
but the image of pumpkin pie kept creeping into her
mind.

 Now it was her turn. She felt herself being lifted
into the little girl’s arms and carried into the kitchen.
There she was placed onto a wooden table. It felt
like a huge weight was lifted off her chest when she
saw that Jerry Jack-o’-Lantern was carved into a jack-
o’-lantern. She smiled at him and he gave her a big,
toothy grin. As the knife sunk into her skin and her
face began to take shape she couldn’t help feeling
the happiest she had ever felt.

 That night was one of the best nights of their lives.
As children walked by chattering, they put on goofy
faces to make them laugh. Also, to make the night
even better, Sarah Seedling could have sworn she
saw Vinnie Vine etched into the sky by the stars, this
time smiling.

Children’s Connection 2011

From Page 10

Pumpkin Pie

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org
4057 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “ASPEN”
Domestic Short Hair, D.O.B.
April 24, 2011, male. Like
the snow-capped moun-
tains of Colorado, Aspen
will bring a fresh breeze
into your life. If you’re
looking for a great addition
to your family, Aspen is the
kitten you’re looking for.
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To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

To Highlight
your
Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Sundays
8:30 AM Sanctuary, Traditional Worship Service
10:00 AM Garden, Traditional Worship Service
11:00 AM Connection, Contemporary Worship Service

other weekly services
 5:30 PM Saturdays: Relax & Renew, Casual Worship Service

Herndon
United Methodist Church

www.HerndonUMC.org

701 Bennett St., Herndon, VA
703-707-6271

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.
Rev. Dr. William H. Flammann, Pastor

Children’s Connection 2011

By Conrad Tubbs, Rachel Carson Middle School, Grade 7

Hope
By Rehan Ahmed

Age 16, Herndon

Hope,
Is the ability to move on,
To learn from mistakes,
And become a better person.
 Hope,
Is the sun that rises,
every morning,
and the moon that shines,
every night.
Hope,
Are the people who love you,
for who you are,
and believe in you.
Hope is love,
and love is hope.
So never lose hope,
and never lose love,
keeping moving forward.
This one life,
is meant to be lived once,

and once is enough,
if lived right...

Travelers of the World
By Rehan Ahmed

Age 16, Herndon

We are explorers,
and travelers,
of this crazy
twisted
fantastic world.
We sail boats,
and drive cars,
and fly planes,
through the sea of faces,
and the roads of pain,
and skies
filled with memories.
We are always discovering
something about
us
and other people
each and everyday

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Fun
Fun is splashing in the pool,
And stargazing in the night.
Fun is carving pumpkins,
And eating delicious sticky buns.
Fun is spending time with peers,
And going to amusement parks.
Fun is cuddling with furry friends,
And the not-so-furry ones too.
All of this stuff is fun
But there is one more thing
And the thing that is fun,
Is sharing this with you!

—Julianne Cuevo

Recess
I’m just standing here when I could be,
Swimming the Nile or,
Hiking Mount Everest or,
Playing basketball or,
Soccer,
Even devouring fondue,
But no I’m just standing here, like a statue.
I could be eating,
Salmon or,
Tuna or,
chocolate or,
Steak to,
Or pasta and pizza,
But, no I’m just standing here,
 like a scared possum.
I could be playing,
Tag or,
Rocks or,
I could be even running,
I enjoy all of these things,
and I wish I could do these things,
But, no I’m just standing here.

—Luke McDuffie

Vehicles vs. Nature
Trucks trucks lots of trucks honking their horns like mad boars
OINK! OINK!
Cars cars crashing into cars like a stampede of mad cows
MOO! MOO!
The cool breeze on my face was like an ocean breeze in the

Chesapeake
Bay
WEOEOOOEEEEO!
Whoosh!
An eagle swoops over my speed boat!

Vroom!
I was at my supersonic.
Boost I
try to race it
but it was as fast as the speed of light “way to fast for my speed

boat”
I thought.

—Connor Cecconi

These Aliens
These aliens are from planet Mars
They eat our brains like candy bars
These aliens come down in UFOs
These aliens have green bodies
As if they were ugly toads
These aliens have a leader
And that leader’s name is Elka
So I took a hold of my electric chair
And wiped out the whole army!

—Maggie McBride

Flint Hill School Poetry Corner

By Ava Reilly, Flint Hill School, Grade 3By Sofia Augenstein, Flint Hill School,
Grade 3

Winter Snow
By William Wade DeVinney

Light as a feather,
There’s a change in the weather!
It’s snowing on a winter’s day.
I wish that winter wouldn’t go away.
Now would you please come out to
play?

Pencil
By Caroline Rich

Pointy and perfect when they come
out of the package
Eventually, makes a beautiful story
Never nibble at the end of it
Creative juices flow out as I use it
It dances across the page
Lives in my desk

Poetry by Flint Hill School 3rd graders.

Late For School?
By Savie Seebald

I’m late for school,
I miss the bus,
I don’t know what to do.
I have no clothes,
I called the school, but they didn’t answer.
When I finally looked at the clock I saw ......
It was only 6:00!

Newspaper
By Theo Chan

News about your community and the world
Endless information
Writers’ greatest works
Scholastic reading
People’s feelings
Acrostic poems
Photos
Entertains readers
Readers get informed

Poems submitted by Flint Hill
School 4th graders.

Eskandarian, Jimmy J.
Fang, Jamison G. Fox-Can-
ning, Nathaniel C. Howe,
Dylan J. Kriz, Debbie R.
Pan, Spencer C. Shabshab,
Holliday L. Shuler and An-
drew J. Stewart.

Six McLean High School stu-
dents have been named as 2011
National Merit Scholarship
Semifinalists: Nana-Kwabena
A. Abrefah, Daniel J. Lee,
Eric R. Leimkuhler, Eliza-
beth McGrady, Justin Nam
and Brian Tong.

Natalie Chanfreau of Flint
Hill School has been named as
a 2011 National Merit Scholar-
ship Semifinalist.

Four Oakton High School stu-
dents have been named as 2011
National Merit Scholarship
Semifinalists: Tony S. Lee,
Cameron H. Lindsay,
Zachary J. Sturm and
Gabrielle R. Tate.

Herndon residents Robert
Smith, Kyle Poulsen, Tho-
mas Patchan, Sean

McLendon, Michelle
Gervasio, Jenna George, Jeff
Dera and Mark Brown have
been named as members of the
Marching Virginians at Virginia
Tech.

Oak Hill residents Jenny
Wertheim and Alyssa Homyk
have been named as members of the
Marching Virginians at Virginia Tech.

Ten Langley High School stu-
dents have been named as 2011
National Merit Scholarship Semi-
finalists: Allison S. Brady, Saba

School Notes
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION/REDEVELOPMENT
On December 6, 2011, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS) held a
public hearing regarding an ordinance to establish exclusive water service
areas and maximum allowable rates, fees, and charges within Fairfax County
for water service. At the same meeting, the BOS enacted the ordinance as
Section 65-6-13 of the Code of Fairfax County. Section (a) of the ordinance
provides that effective 12:01 a.m. December 7, 2011, Fairfax Water will be the
provider of retail public water service within Fairfax County, Virginia, for any
new construction or redevelopment of any dwelling unit and any residential or
non-residential structure, unless Fairfax Water determines it cannot make
water service available due to a utility-related reason.

The ordinance requires that any determination by Fairfax Water that it
cannot make service available be made in accordance with policies, rules,
or regulations established by Fairfax Water for the purpose of establishing
when a utility-related reason exists that prevents it from supplying water.
The ordinance further requires that the policies, rules, or regulations be
adopted by Fairfax Water after notice and a public hearing.

At 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2012, Fairfax Water will conduct
a public hearing on its proposed CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION/ REDEVELOPMENT. The hearing will be held in Fairfax
Water’s offices at 8570 Executive Park Avenue, Fairfax, VA.

A copy of the proposed rule can be viewed on our Web site at
http://www.fairfaxwater.org. Those wishing to speak at this hearing or
desiring a copy of the proposed rule should call Ms. Eva Catlin at
703-289-6017. Interested parties may submit written comments to
PublicHearingComments@fairfaxwater.org or mail written comments to:

Fairfax Water
Public Hearing Comments
8570 Executive Park Avenue
Fairfax, VA 22031

All written comments must be received by close of business on Wednesday,
January 11, 2012 to be included in the record of the public hearing.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Porcelain
Repair

571-221-3493

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

34 Pets

Kittens/Cats all vetted 
adorable adoption fee 1-703-
608-2605 Save us Please! 

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

The reward of a thing 
well done, is to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

ACCOUNTANT
Herndon Home Builder looking for a 
P/T, 5 yr. + experienced, organized, 
detailed, high energy Accountant. 

15-20 hrs/ week/ flexible. 
Send resume to 

IKGoldenEagle@aol.com
or call 703.856.4826

RECEPTIONIST / EVENTS 
CENTER COORDINATOR

RE/MAX Premier is seeking a Recep-
tionist/Events Center Coordinator for its 
Ashburn Office.  Duties include open-
ing/closing the office, answering multi-
line phones, handling faxes, mail and of-
fice deliveries; occasional typing and 
copying.  Candidate will also promote 
Events Center, coordinate its rental, and 
schedule the center’s calendar.  Salary 
and commission commensurate with ex-
perience; we also offer an attractive ben-
efits package including health insurance.  

Email Resume to 
jill.premier@gmail.com or 

fax to Jill Corbett at 703-723-0707.

Love to Decorate?
Decorating Den Interiors was chosen Best
of the Best by Entrepreneur Magazine. Home
based, flexible schedule, low overhead,
wholesale accounts. Call for more information on
how you can turn your passion into a business.

703-239-8112
www.Decoratingden.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

Plumbing & Drain

Call Dean • 703-638-9417

New Work • Repair
Remodel • Drain Cleaning
No Extra Charge for Weekends

Free
Estimates

$20
OFF

With this ad!

PLUMBING PLUMBING

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

As much as I delude myself – and others –
into thinking that Kenny’s-life-living-with-can-
cer is just another bump in the road, I suppose
it’s only fair, after two and one half years of
weekly writing about it, to admit the truth: I
wish it were a bump in the road, but it’s more
like a sinkhole. Emotionally, physically and
every which way including loose.

Most days I manage all that I’m expected to,
reasonably well. There are other days however,
not so much. Sometimes those days relate to
something cancer-related: medication, scan,
appointment, chemotherapy – or cancellation
or change of any of the preceding; or it can be
unrelated, specifically, but related generally, as
everything becomes when you’re categorized as
“terminal.”

Having employed various mechanisms – and
rationalizations since my initial symptoms
appeared in late December, 2009 – which ulti-
mately led to my subsequent stage IV lung can-
cer diagnosis two and one half months later,
compartmentalizing has been my greatest ally.
A real-life version of “the vault” from a Seinfeld
episode, a place where information is stashed
for safekeeping and secrecy. However, “the
vault” is all mental. It’s not protected by doors
and locks. Fort Knox it’s not. In fact, gaining
entrance is fairly easy. And once inside, it’s akin
to opening a Pandora’s Box of your greatest
fears; ruling your roost; beyond your control.

And on those days when control is lost and
emotions/energy run down – and negative, and
depression sets in: wallowing is easy and giving
in to it provides a peculiar sort of calm/a why-
fight-it sort of attitude. After experiencing this
sort of mental meandering multiple times, I can
actually tell/feel when it’s happening; not
before, definitely during and almost always
after. It’s never easy. However, it is unfortu-
nately a condition with which I am all too
familiar.

Assessing its particular cause, other than the
obvious cancer connection, is also part of the
problem. Knowing and understanding its origin
provides me with another peculiar sort of calm.
What I have determined is that, as an adjunct
to the compartmentalization I regularly employ,
my subconscious is weakening under the con-
tinual stress of the diagnosis/prognosis. It works
so hard to maintain my calm exterior that occa-
sionally it loses its ability to do so, sort of like a
rubber band that eventually loses its elasticity.
The pulling and tugging and stretching on me
emotionally has the identical physical effect that
a rubber band would experience under similar
demands. And so I snap, sort of (although I
don’t shoot across the room): I get sullen and
lethargic.

Sometimes, I feel like the character Odo
(Rene Auberjonois), the Changeling/shapeshifter
from Star Trek, Deep Space Nine. In order for
Odo to maintain his “humanoid form” 16 hours
a day, rather than exist in his normal, restful,
“gelatinous state,” it required constant vigilance
on Odo’s part (emotionally, physically; who
knows really, it was Science Fiction). As such,
there were moments (episodes) when he just
couldn’t function normally in his humanoid
form; the stress internally to maintain his shape
was simply too great. It was only when he
returned to his quarters and his bucket that he
could relax and regain his composure.

Unlike Odo, I don’t have a normal state to
return to: I only have my “new normal” (Kenny-
with-cancer at age 57). And some days I won-
der if pretending I don’t have cancer might be
causing me more problems than admitting to it
would. As Dr. Sidney Freedman from the classic
television show M*A*S*H said in his farewell
episode, “Ladies and gentlemen, take my
advice, pull down your pants and slide on the
ice.” Or not.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

State
of Flux

When spider
webs unite, they
can tie up a lion.
-Ethiopian Proverb

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Dranesville
Elementary
Gallery

By Mia Olek, Grade 4, Dranesville Elementary School

By Loany Trigueros, Grade 3, Dranesville Elementary
SchoolBy Haley Magee, Grade 6, Dranesville Elementary School

By Fatima Jamil, Grade 5, Dranesville Elementary School

By Ericka
Griffith,
Grade 6,

Dranesville
Elementary

School


