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Bert Ely answers questions at the conclusion of Tuesday’s
press conference.

Waterfront Plan Challenged over Protest Petition
Old Town residents to file lawsuit
asking to overturn upzoning. 
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

F
ive Old Town residents are
set to file a lawsuit this
week challenging the con-

troversial waterfront small-area
plan, which the City Council
adopted last month on a party-line
five-to-two vote last month. The
complaint charges that the city
acted inappropriately by failing to
accept an appeal to a protest peti-
tion of Old Town residents who
requested a supermajority vote in

order to pass the plan. The law-
suit also argues that because the
supporters failed to persuade a
supermajority of the City Council

See Waterfront,  Page 3

Notification
Challenge
Dismissed
Court sides
with city in case
questioning
notification on
waterfront plan.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria officials met the
minimum standard for no-
tification of a public hear-

ing on the waterfront plan, accord-
ing to a ruling this week by Alex-
andria Circuit Court Chief Judge
Lisa Kemler.

The case was filed by three Al-
exandria residents and one Fairfax
County resident who argued in
court this week that the notice of
a Planning Commission hearing
did little more than state the
names of the policies without giv-
ing any information about their
content. City Attorney James
Banks countered that in a small,
compact and urban environment
such as Alexandria, people already
know about the public hearings.

“Let’s be frank,” said Banks.
“There was no mystery as to what
this was about.”

Banks noted that the first Plan-
ning Commission meeting on the
waterfront plan had 34 speakers,
one of whom was one of the liti-
gants who filed the lawsuit. The
second Planning Commission on
the waterfront plan had 20 speak-
ers, Banks said, one of whom was
a litigant who filed the lawsuit.
Attorney Chris Marston, who rep-
resented the four individuals who
filed the complaint, argued that
the city should have been required

Roy Priest and Tai Smith place a photo of Lenny Harris
at the top of the gym before the luncheon on Monday
afternoon.

Deborah Harris thanks everyone for their support and
prayers. Behind Harris is Sheila Whiting, director of the
Charles Houston Recreation Center.
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Community Mourns Lenny Harris
As family and friends gathered to remember slain civic activist,
final suspect in his murder was being charged.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

E
ven as hundreds gathered at the
Charles Houston Recreation Center
to remember slain civic activist
Lenny Harris, the Prince George’s

Police Department was executing a warrant for
the arrest of the third and final suspect to be
charged with first-degree murder. It was an
uneasy ending for a popular man, one who
continually challenged the power structure of
the city to do more for the poor and under-
privileged. Looming over the event was the fact
that Harris was last seen at the recreation cen-

ter, arguing into a cell phone before he wan-
dered off into the September night never to
be seen again.

“He was like the unofficially elected mayor
of Alexandria,” said Howard Woodson, former
president of the Alexandria branch of the
NAACP. “He would walk the streets and every-
one knew him.”

Like many leaders in Alexandria, Woodson
said that Harris could be a passionate advo-
cate — sometimes opposing organizations such
as the NAACP. Woodson recalls one particular
meeting where Harris criticized the civil rights
organization for not being more forceful on
an issue. As was often the case, Harris struck

out on his own and built a critical mass of sup-
porters that forced change. It was a style that
was familiar to many, including leaders of the
Alexandria Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority, which Harris criticized for keeping too
many people on a list of individuals perma-
nently banned from public housing properties.

“We had a very civil relationship,” said Roy
Priest, director of the authority. “He knew that
I would take his issues and present them to
the board when I could.”

HARRIS HAD BEEN missing since Septem-
ber, and the missing person case vexed authori

See Investigation,  Page 3

See Notification,  Page 9

Page 20

Home Life Style
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News

Wrapping Up the Harris Investigation

Week in Alexandria

Two More Democrats
The field of Democratic candidates became more crowded this

week, with two more candidates officially announcing their can-
didacies for the primary for City Council. The two new candi-
dates join six other people vying for six slots on the Democratic
ticket, which will be determined this summer.

Waterfront plan opponent and historic preservationist Boyd
Walker officially threw his hat into the ring during a Monday
night meeting of the Alexandria Democratic Committee. Walker
is the only Democrat on the ballot who opposed the controver-
sial waterfront plan, which increased density at three sites along
the waterfront. Although both Republican incumbents voted
against it, all the other Democratic incumbents and candidates
in the primary support the plan.

“I’m not afraid to take positions on issues I believe in,” said
Walker. “We should also be the party that works with everyone,
even if we don’t share the same opinion.”

Longtime Planning Commission member Donna Fossum also
announced her candidacy Monday night, describing herself as
someone who has a thorough knowledge of the city’s land-use
policies. As a longtime resident of the West End, Fossum says
she wants to become an advocate for a section of town that
many people feel is being lost in the shuffle.

“The West End is totally underrepresented,” said Fossum. “I’d
like to see some equity of representation on boards and commis-
sions.”

June to August
Remember that primary election in June? Forget about it.
Because of a legal challenge to Virginia’s congressional redis-

tricting, the June 12 primary is almost certain to be moved to
Aug. 7. Not only would the lawsuit need to be resolved in time
to print the primary ballots, but the U.S. Department of Justice
would have to approve the new districts as a result of the
commonwealth’s history of racial discrimination.

“We have to get approval from the DOJ even when we move a
precinct,” said Alexandria Registrar Tom Parkins. “I would say it’s
highly possible that the primary will be moved from June to Au-
gust.”

That’s a move that could scramble the Democratic primary
for Alexandria City Council candidates. Back in December, the
committee voted to piggyback on the citywide primary for U.S.
Congress and conduct a citywide primary for council members.
The move would have created the first ever citywide primary
for City Council seats, which are usually chosen in a firehouse
caucus at a single location dominated by party members. Now
that the primary is probably moving from June to August, some
are calling for the primary to be ditched in favor of an old-fash-
ioned caucus.

“There’s a disadvantage in having the Republican ticket set
while our candidates are still engaged in a primary against each
other,” said Susan Kellom, former chairwoman of the Alexan-
dria Democratic Committee. “Our slate needs every advantage
it can get.”

Democrats decided to hold off on making a final decision,
meaning the decision on how City Council candidates will be
selected is still up in the air.

Happy Birthday, Library
Alexandria’s subscription library began in 1794. For the next

140 years, the Alexandria Library Company served those who
could afford the annual fee. Then, on Aug. 20, 1937, the city of
Alexandria created its first public library. That means this year
marks the 75th anniversary of Alexandria’s public library, which
began when the Barrett Branch opened its doors during the Great
Depression.

“We look forward to commemorating 75 years as a public li-
brary system,” said Library Director Rose Dawson. “Through-
out 2012, the library will host a number of programs and events
to mark this measure.”

The kickoff event happened last month, when the Beatley Cen-
tral Library hosted a forum on Robert E. Lee. More events are
being planned for the rest of the year.

“Like the rest of Alexandria, the library has a fascinating his-
tory,” said Dawson.

— Michael Lee Pope

Three Suspects
❖ Linwood Johnson, 49, of

Oxon Hill, Md., is charged with
first-degree murder.

❖ Tyrone Lewis, 26, Temple
Hills, Md., is charged with first-
degree murder, kidnapping
and robbery.

❖ Ivan Newman, 20, of
Waldorf, Md., is charged with
first-degree murder, kidnap-
ping and robbery.

From Page 1

ties. Then Prince George’s County police received
an anonymous tip leading them to a 25-foot well in
a remote part of Fort Washington. There, fire and
police officials found the body of Lenny Harris. Po-
lice say he had been shot before being dumped in
the well. It was a gruesome end for one of
Alexandria’s most celebrated civic activists.

“Many of the details are still under investigation,”
said Corporal Evan Baxter, a public-information of-
ficer with the Prince George s County Police Depart-
ment. “What I can say is they have determined that
the primary motivation for the suspects was robbery.”

Within hours of the anonymous phone call, police
picked up the first suspect in the case — Linwood
Johnson, 49, of Oxon Hill, Md., who police say con-
fessed to the crime. The next day, Prince George’s
County police announced the arrest of a second man,
Tyrone Lewis, 26, Temple Hills, Md. By Monday,
police were ready to charge the third and final sus-
pect, Ivan Newman, 20, of Waldorf, Md., who was
already in a Fairfax County jail on unrelated charges.

“Police in Prince George’s County are talking about
the probability that this looks like a robbery,” cautioned
Alexandria Police Chief Earl Cook. “But when you start
getting more information, that might change.”

LENWOOD “LENNY” HARRIS, 53, was a life-
long Alexandria resident who was well known in the
city, where he devoted his life to organizing mem-
bers of the African-American community and pub-
lic-housing residents. He was best known for found-
ing a nonprofit known as Operation H.O.P.E., al-
though he’s also been part of many other charitable
organizations and causes. He also owned a pest-con-
trol service known as U Can Trust Pest and Termite
Service as well as a line of clothing named after his
daughter. Several years ago, he founded the One Love
Festival. Last summer, he organized public-housing
residents who were upset about concerns raised by
residents in north Old Town.

“Lenny was the voice for the disenfranchised,” said
School Board member Blanche Maness. “If he leaves

any legacy, I would
hope it would be
that one voice can
become hundreds of
voices.”

Harris was the son
of Sherman and
Eleanor Harris of Al-
exandria. Born on
Sept. 7, 1958, he
grew up in Alexan-
dria and graduated
from T.C. Williams
High School in 1976. He also attended Northern Vir-
ginia Community College, studying criminal justice.
On Sept. 5, 1992, he married Deborah Moss. The
couple has a daughter, Myia Charde, who was born
in 1991. Harris also helped raise a step-son, Rinaldo
Barber.

“If Lenny has a legacy, it will be that people took up
his issues and carried out his work,” said John Liss,
former director of Tenants and Workers United. “Oth-
erwise, he’ll just be a name on a headstone or a plaque.”

HARRIS WORKED at various jobs before becom-
ing an entrepreneur, opening a clothing store known
as “Pieces by Lenny.” Then he opened the pest-con-
trol and termite service. Although he acknowledged
having a troubled youth, Harris joined Greater Mount
Cavalry Hold Church on June 15, 1997 and turned
his life around. Over the years, he tutored and
mentored countless children. He eventually won an
award from the NAACP and launched an unsuccess-
ful campaign for the Alexandria City Council in 2007.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Sherman
and Eleanor Harris; an uncle, Eddie Harris; two aunts,
Marie Reeves and Evelyn Herford; one nephew, Tau-
rus Harris; one niece, Sarah Harris; and one step-
son, Rinaldo “Ray Ray” Barbour. He is survived by
his wife, Deborah Harris; a daughter, Myia Charde
Harris; two brothers, Sherman and Harold Harris;
three sisters, Sandra Walton, Leada Barksdale; three
nephews and seven nieces.

Waterfront Plan Challenged
From Page 1

members to approve the plan, it should be nullified.
“We tried to go through the normal channels,” said

Beth Gibney, one of the five parties listed in the law-
suit. “But nobody listened to us so we had to take
action.”

Gibney is one of hundreds who signed a protest
petition requesting that a supermajority of six votes
be required to pass the plan. Planning Director Faroll
Hamer rejected the protest petition during the pub-
lic hearing on the waterfront, explaining that the
process did not apply because council members were
voting on a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance
rather than a rezoning. She also declined to accept
an appeal of the ruling, suggesting that the city gov-
ernment is not open for business during a public
hearing. City Attorney James Banks said he’s confi-
dent the city will prevail in Circuit Court.

“They’re just wrong, substantively, legally and fac-
tually,” said Banks. “I don’t think that they’ve stated
valid causes of action to get to what they claim the
remedies are that they seek.”

EVER SINCE Hamer released the waterfront plan
a year ago this month, it’s been the focus of intense
opposition from Old Town. Neighbors who live clos-
est to the properties slated for increased density ar-
gued that the plan would clog city streets and create

a parking nightmare. Planning officials countered that
the increased density was needed to avoid a lawsuit
from one of the landowners. They also suggested that
increased traffic would not be a problem, although a
traffic study along Union Street has yet to take place.
During a heated public hearing in January, council
members heard hours of testimony for and against
the plan. In the end, all five Democrats voted for it
and both Republicans voted against it.

“We don’t think it was a valid vote,” said former
Vice Mayor Andrew Macdonald, co-chairman of Citi-
zens for an Alternative Alexandria Waterfront Plan.
“We feel the vote should be nullified.

Macdonald is not a party to the lawsuit. And al-
though CAAWP will be raising funds to help pay the
legal bills for the lawsuit, the group is also not a party
to the lawsuit. Instead, the litigants in the case con-
sists of five Old Town residents who live near the
properties where City Council members want to more
than double the allowable density compared to the
buildings that are currently there. Aside from Gibney,
the names listed on the lawsuit include April Burke,
Marie Kux, Mark Mueller and Bert Ely.

“We believe that the appeal was rightfully filed with
the city,” said Ely, a member of the Waterfront Plan
Work Group. “But we might also file another appeal
with the Board of Zoning Appeals as a protective
measure.”
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David W. Spires
703-765-3500•Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789•Cell: 703-472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
703-370-0808•Cell 703-856-2426

www.partnersinrealestate.com •Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

Recent activity has resulted in low inventory while interest rates remain low – excellent conditions for Sellers and Purchasers! Call us today!

1222 Woodcliff Court2202 Traies Court

7729 Lee Avenue

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD SOLD

2105 Whiteoaks Drive

UNDER CONTRACT
7413 Burtonwood Drive

UNDER CONTRACT
1200 Gatewood Drive

UNDER CONTRACT

6704 Oak Drive

SOLD
18294 Channel Ridge Court

SOLD

1211 Tatum Drive
• California Contemporary Home • Sits on 1.63 Acres and tucked into
the side of a Hill • Transoms, Skylights, & Timbers • Wonderful
Soaring Ceilings • Designer Granite Kitchen • 3 Remodeled Baths
• Custom Hot Tub Room off Smashing MBR Suite-MUCH MORE!
Dir.:S on GW Pkwy fm Old Town. R Tulane L Park Terr. R
Tatum to 1211 at end of cul-de-sac.
Offered at ................................ $1,149,000

1303 Tulane Drive
• Close-in Westgrove • Just South of Old Town Alexandria  • Two
Blocks to GW Parkway and Potomac River  • Good Curb Appeal – On
Cul-de-Sac – Heavily Treed  • Large Rambler with Fully Finished
Basement-Garage  • Large Formal Rooms • Paneled Sunroom
w/Corner Fireplace  • Five Generous Bedrooms • Three Full Baths
• Two Masonry Fireplaces • Hardwoods on Main Level  • Major
Modifications for Handicap Use include Remodeled  • Master Bath
w/Roll-in Shower.
Dir: S on GW Pkwy from Old Town. R on Tulane to 1303 on
Left at top of hill.
Offered at ................................... $675,000

7412 Admiral Drive
• Wonderfully located in heart of Villamay  • Impressive Colonial on
elevated, treed lot  • Formal Living and Dining Rooms  • Main Level
Den/Bedroom and Full Bath  • Island Kitchen w/Granite Counters
looks to Cozy  • Breakfast Room/Family Room w/fireplace  • Luxury
Master Suite w/Spacious Upscale Bath  • features jetted Tub and
separate Shower • Large, Inground Pool at rear elevation
Dir: S on GW Pkwy from Old Town. R on Morningside. R on
Park Terrace. L on Belle Vista. R on Admiral to 7412 on left.
Offered at ................................... $825,000

7111 Burtonwood Drive
• Custom Home in popular Marlan Heights  • Corner Lot with
Wonderful Curb Appeal  • Well for Exterior Irrigation & Gardening
• Two-Car Garage w/Storage Above  • Unique Master Bedroom/Bath
Configuration  • Hardwoods throughout Main Level • 2 Fireplaces
• Sunroom/Deck at Rear look to River in Winter  • Major
Improvements-New Windows-New Roof  • Fully Finished Walkout
Lower Level
Dir: Alex. S on GW Pkwy R on Tulane L on Park Terrace R on Westgrove
L on Marine L on Warrington R on Burtonwood to 7111 on left.
Offered at ................................... $789,000

1111-I Street
• Immaculate Custom Built Three Level Townhome with Four
Bedrooms and Three Full and One Half Baths.  • Over $100,000 in
upgrades and almost 3,500 square feet. • High ceilings and huge
rooms perfect for entertaining.  • Gourmet Granite and Stainless
Kitchen.  • Hardwood floors throughout the main level.  • Center four
sectional grand staircase to upper levels.  • Plantation shutters
throughout and beautiful custom built-ins in Bedrooms and Living
Room.  • Private Roof-Top Terrace.
Dir: From Old Town, South on GW Pkwy. R on Belle View
Blvd. R on Potomac St. R on I Street to 1111-B on Right.
Offered at ................................... $779,000
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French Country Furniture, Art Works, Accessories

Micheline’s Antiques

CLOSING SALE

Everything Discounted on Already Low Prices!

Feb. 6 to Feb. 22
Everyday 11-5

110 South West Street
Olde Towne Alexandria

Meeting House Cooperative Preschool
...Where Families Grow Together

Morning Preschool Programs 2–5 years
• Child-Centered Learning Environment
• Parent Collaboration with Classroom Teachers
• Weekly Music and Movement and Sign Language Classes
• Visiting Arts Program (in conjunction with the Torpedo Factory)
• Field Trips which Explore Nature and Music Appreciation
• Monthly Performing Arts Programs

• Screening for Speech, Occupational Therapy and Vision
• Learning Through Play
• Special Assistance for Children with
  Learning Differences
• On Staff Child Psychologist to Assist Families
• Fostering Independence

Meeting House
Cooperative
Preschool

318 S. Royal Street
Old Town, Alexandria

703-549-8037
www.mhcppreschool.org
Open House for Parents Wednesday, February 15th 9:15 – 11:30 a.m.

Presentation by director at 9:30 a.m., Tours begin following the formal presentation

• Two Day, Two’s Class (Thurs/Fri) (2 by Sept. 30th)
• Three Day, Two’s Class (Mon/Tues/Wed) (2 by March 31st)
• Two Day, Three’s Class (Thurs/Fri) (3 by Dec. 31st)
• Three Day, Three’s Class (Mon/Tues/Wed) (3 by Sept. 30th)

• Five Day, Three’s Class (Mon-Fri) (3 by Sept. 30th)
• Four/Fives Classes (Mon-Fri) Optional Extended Day

Program offered to 12 oldest children in Four/Fives)
  (4 by Sept. 30th)

By Jeanne Theismann
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T
he phone conversation was not going
well. It was 1956 and Abe Ashcanase was
being questioned by a new personnel re-
lations employee regarding a colleague

at his post in Bangkok. A World War II veteran and
seasoned Foreign Service Officer, Ashcanase didn’t
appreciate the tone Betty
Roth was using with him and
they both ended the frustrat-
ing call with relief.

“She slammed the phone
down and I thought that was
the end of it,” said Ashcanase
as he recalled his first encoun-
ter with Roth. “Imagine both
of our surprise when a few
months later she walked into
my office as the newest mem-
ber of my temporary support staff.”

Roth and Ashcanase are in the twilight of their
years now — Abe is 93 and Betty 86 — and on Feb.
27 will celebrate their 55th wedding anniversary.

“To make it 55 years is just a matter of endurance
and a sense of humor,” Ashcanase said with a smile.
“To get along in marriage you need to duck appro-

priately and keep your mouth shut.”
Retired from the State Department since

1974, Ashcanase’s career took the couple
around the world before they settled in Alex-
andria, where Betty happily became involved
in the community.

“I guess people just forget,” Ashcanase said with a
trace of sadness in his voice. “Betty had so many
friends but now no one calls to ask how she is doing
or if she is even dead or alive.”

Betty was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease
nearly 10 years ago. Until she suffered a stroke last
November, Ashcanase cared for her at their West End
home before moving her to Goodwin House, where

he spends his days by her side.
“People said I should have

put her in an institution years
ago,” Ashcanase said. “But I
have a responsibility to take
care of my lady. It’s not about
convenience. It’s just the right
thing to do.”

Betty is one of 5.4 million
Americans living with
Alzheimer’s disease. It is the
sixth-leading cause of death in

the country and the only cause of death among the
top 10 in the United States that cannot be prevented,
cured or even slowed.

“Yes, there have been difficulties but you need to
take the cards the way they are dealt and take it

Valentine’s Day

Celebrating a marriage in the
face of Alzheimer’s disease.

And the Greatest of These Is Love

Abe and Betty Ashcanase
were married Feb. 27,
1957, at the Chosun Hotel
in Seoul. Abe and Betty Ashcanase in recent years.
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See Celebrating,  Page 7

“Would I do it over again?
A resounding ‘yes.’ But it
is a long goodbye to the
love of my life.”

— Abe Ashcanase,
celebrating 55 years with wife Betty.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of Properties.

Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
Interested in a career in Real Estate? Classes only $99.00 now!

Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
Interested in a career in Real Estate? Classes only $99.00 now!

Quaker Hill $675,000
Spacious end unit town house over 3,000 s.f. w/4 BR,
3.5 BA, fireplace, upper and lower deck, views of lake,
beautiful hardwoods, new carpet, Kitchen Appliances
new ’05 (Granite/GE Profile/Wolf), Close-in location near
restaurants/shops/Metro/I-495.

1131 Quaker Hill Court
Hal Sadler 703-677-7515

Alexandria $485,000
Join the Waynewood community in a home with newer windows, kitchen & HVAC
systems. Three BR, 2 BA plus newly carpeted family room. Deck for family cook-
outs overlooking fenced quarter acre lot. You’ll gather around the cozy living
room fireplace all winter. Walk to neighborhood pool, park & elementary school.
Stroll & bike on the G.W. Bike Path along the Potomac River. Close to Hollin Hall
shopping & dining. EZ commuting via G.W. Parkway & Huntington Metro. Ten
minutes to Old Town. 8408 Crowley Place
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Rosemont $999,000
Wonderful expansion of a gracious 1925 colonial with 4 upper
level bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 3 finished levels and an attached
garage. Wonderful flow with large rooms, abundant light and
tons of character throughout. Located just a few blocks from the
King Street METRO, shops & restaurants in Old Town and Carlyle.

400 Russell Road
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Vacation At Home… $299,900
…in this TOTALLY RENOVATED beauty! New kitchen w/solid maple cabinets
+ Silestone; new bathrooms w/Vita-bath whirlpool + tower shower, glass
vanity. Second bedroom w/Murphy bed + shelving (w/full-price offer). All
done by professionals! Amenities incl indoor + outdoor pools, café,
bowling alley, 24/7 security, shuttle to Metro, 35+ wooded acres, all just
2 miles from Old Town. Virtual Tour @ 5903mounteagledr409.com for
details. 5903 Mount Eagle Drive #409
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418•Leslie Rodriguez 403-400-3010

Alexandria
5 BR/2.5 BA. Beautiful, light-filled, spacious detached home with over
3,000 sq ft of finished living space on quiet, tree-lined street. Features
updated kitchen with granite countertops & stainless steel appliances,
screened-in porch, custom windows and master bedroom suite with
sitting room & California closets. The 2-car garage provides off-street
parking. This fabulous home also backs up to a private wooded lot.

3500 Saylor Place
Bobi Bomar & Gretchen Wilkinson 703-597-8089

Rosemont $869,000
Light-filled 4 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial with 3 finished
levels located just a few blocks from the King Street
METRO, shops and restaurants in Old Town and Carlyle!
Beautifully renovated kitchen, updated baths, off-street
parking and large rear deck.

304 Russell Road
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $5,000/month
7 Bedrooms, 7.5 Baths with separate apartment for Au
Pair or In-laws that has full kitchen, living room and
bedroom. The entire home is over 10,000 Sq. Ft. Wow!
A must-see. Convenient to I-395. Call for a tour.

1330 Pickett Street N
Kerrie Price 703-901-2778

Alexandria
$659,000

Unbelievable price
for one of the largest
TH’s inside Beltway.
All-brick 4 bed-
room/3.5+.5 bath end
unit w/4,300 plus sq.
ft. Totally upgraded
w/hardwood floors,
new carpet, SS
appliances, granite
counters thru out. 3
w/in closets, 2 fpl
and so much more.

6317
Chaucer Lane

Nancie Williams
703-608-6959

Alexandria
$569,000

Fee Simple two-level
residential or com-
mercial live/work
town house close to
Braddock Road
Metro, Potomac
Yard, Alexandria and
easy access to D.C.
and Reagan
National. 1,746 SF.
Renovate to add
kitchen and master
bath. Great location.

1433 Powhatan
Rick Lane or
Scott Elkins

703-519-8923

Quaker Ridge
$669,000

Luxury 4 bedroom,
2.5+.5 bath home in
the MacArthur
School district with
3 beautifully finished
levels and a 2-car
garage. Beautifully
appointed with a
fabulous open floor
plan, 2 gas fire-
places, 2 family
rooms and a
gorgeous Owner’s
Suite. Minutes to
Old Town, Arlington
and D.C.
3510 Goddard Way

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

NEW
 IN

W
AY

NEW
OOD O

P
EN

S
U
N
D
AY

RE
SI

DEN
TIA

L

OR 
COMMER

CIAL

O
P
E
N

S
U
N
D
A
Y

15
K 

PR
IC

E

DRO
P!

O
P
E
N

S
U
N
D
A
Y

O
P
E
N

S
U
N
D
A
Y

R
E
N
TA

LAlexandria
$544,999

PRICE REDUCED & $5,000
Closing Cost Allowance!
Well-maintained w/SS
appliances & granite
counters. Family room
off kitchen. LL fireplace
& rough-in for 1/2 bath.
Walk-out to a beautiful
brick patio w/built-in
planters & fenced rear
yard. Large MBR suite
w/walk-in closet & bath
w/corner garden tub. 2-
car garage parking & just
blocks to Huntington
Metro, I-95, Old Town
Alex. Comes with home
warranty.

3361
Wilton Crest Ct.

Bob Bazzle
703-599-8964

Alexandria/
Del Ray

Fabulous 3 bedroom/
2.5+.5 baths three-
level brick town house
in the popular Del Ray
neighborhood features
a spacious open floor
plan, high ceilings and
finished basement.
This beautiful home is
just steps to Braddock
Metro Station and all
that Del Ray has to
offer!

1307
Hancock Avenue

Bobi Bomar
703-927-2213
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From Page 5

Celebrating a Marriage in the Face of Alzheimer’s

Valentine’s Day

seriously,” Ashcanase said. “If you take a
vow and it has no meaning, then why take
it?”

Betty only rarely recognizes her husband
these days but that does not deter
Ashcanase from spending as much time as
he can with his wife at Goodwin House.

“Even though she may not remember that
I was her husband, she still appreciates my

visits,” Ashcanase said. “She has always kept
her sense of humor and social graces and
thanks me whenever I am there.”

Like any Alzheimer’s caregiver, Ashcanase
has learned from his experience and readily
shares his advice with those facing the same
situation.

“It’s important to remember you are deal-
ing with a human being,” said Ashcanase,
who was a featured speaker on the topic at
the National Press Club last May. “You need

to give the person a sense of self-esteem
and self-respect. The only quality of life they
have is what you are able to provide to
them.”

Despite the challenges, Ashcanase has no
regrets about marrying the feisty young
woman who dared challenge him so many
years ago.

“Would I do it over again? A resounding
‘yes,’” Ashcanase said. “But it is a long
goodbye to the love of my life.”

By Maya Horowitz

Gazette Packet

T
his Valentine’s Day, as
Alexandria couples express
their affection in their own
ways, trained psychologists

from across the region shed light on what
makes love last.

“Commitment,” said Susan Davis, LCSW,
BCD, the co-director of the Family Therapy
Institute of America, which she founded
with her husband, Dr. Donald Davis in 1978.
“If people want to make it work, they can.”
She explained that in the past, the default
idea was to stay together despite any issues,
but in recent times couples have been will-
ing to call it quits more readily.

“Trust is number one,” said Senovia Ross,
LMFT at Free Yourself Therapy in Old Town.
“Clear communication that’s fluid. Continu-
ing to spend quality time together.”

Linda Padgett, resident at Mount Vernon
Family Therapy Associates and Wakeful Liv-
ing Center and Sundar Cook, Psy.D., clini-
cal psychologist at Old Town Professional
Psychology LLC, agreed that the key to a
lasting relationship is openness and respon-
siveness.

“It’s interesting because what we know
about what creates a loving bond is no
longer a mystery,” said Cook, referring to
openness and responsiveness. “Openness is
self-disclosing and revealing. When you
think about what intimacy is at the deepest
level, it’s complete knowing of one another.
And when they are making themselves
known and being open, they need to feel
like the other person is responding to what
they are saying.”

Padgett and Cook described the break
down of a relationship into a cycle of mis-
trust.

“Being stuck in a cycle where your needs
aren’t getting met so one person is feeling
uncared about and unloved and pursing the
other partner who feels not good and there-
fore withdraws,” said Padgett.

Both Padgett and Cook noted that it is
usually the woman who protests and attacks
and needs to soften her anger whereas it is
the man who withdraws and needs to be

taught to reengage (in a heterosexual rela-
tionship).

“Underneath the anger is a host of vul-
nerable feelings like fear and anger,” said
Cook.

Ross said communication is often the
problem. “Everyone tends to want to get
their point across and when they do the
other person tends to become defensive and
their wall goes up and the breakdown of
communication occurs and they don’t get
anywhere,” said Ross.

Davis disagreed, saying that although
many couples think their problem is com-
munication, often underlying these issues
is a power struggle, sometimes over who
makes the most money.

So how can these problems be resolved?
As therapists, these love experts all recom-
mended that couples come in for counsel-
ing.

“Don’t wait too long to get some help,”
said Padgett. “There’s no shame in getting
help and it’s not anybody’s fault when we
get stuck. It’s not about blaming. The aver-
age couple waits something like six or seven
years before getting help after their rela-
tionships is in serious trouble. It’s so much
harder to repair things after so many years
of hurting each other.”

Cook said there is rarely an inciting event
for couples to seek counseling, but more
often there is a series of “small, seemingly
insignificant events that cause a breach in
the relationship.”

But short of seeking professional help, the
therapists advised a few basic skills to keep
relationships on track.

“It’s a question of kindness, to yourself
and the other person,” said Davis. “Gener-
ally there aren’t really villains in the world.
It’s not very useful to think about blame or
fault. The issue is who are you, what do
you want out of life and is that compatible

with what the other person wants to do with
their life and you only find that out if you’re
willing to listen.”

“Schedule quality time together on a con-
sistent basis,” said Ross. “This could con-
sist of playing a board game together, shar-
ing a book together and having discussions,
certainly going out on a date, going for
walks.”

Asked if there is a chemical component
to love, Cook and Davis responded with a
resounding yes.

“Absolutely, we know that all our relation-
ships and behaviors have some sort of neu-
ral and anatomical basis to it,” said Cook.
“Love can be its own reward. It’s too reduc-
tionist to say all love is a chemical reaction,
but when two people find ways to engage
each other, there are chemical, emotional
and psychological reactions.”

“Having a physical relationship changes
our biochemistry in ways that are very con-
ducive to a good relationship: cortisol lev-
els go down, endorphins go up and people
tend to handle things better,” said Davis.
“You may breathe in a more comfortable
way. Hugging will bring your blood pres-
sure down. Being in love and being physi-
cally involved with another person is good
for your health.”

All of the therapists warned against bas-
ing a relationship solely on chemical or
physical factors, however, citing the idea of
love at first sight.

“There’s much more to love than the
chemistry,” said Cook. “It’s a nice way of
starting a relationship but it’s ultimately
about knowing each other. We must go fur-
ther than that.”

All also agreed that the old saying is true,
“it is better to have loved and lost than never
to have loved at all.”

“If you’re going to love somebody, you’re
vulnerable to loss,” said Cook. “The only
way to avoid that is to live a life of loneli-
ness. And we use loneliness as a form of
punishment in the prison system — it’s ac-
tually painful.”

“Love gives you fond memories and also
knowledge about yourself that you wouldn’t
have otherwise,” said Davis. “And after all,
life is a matter of having many, many dif-
ferent experiences that change you and
mold you and that you lose in the sense that
change can’t happen without loss of some
kind.”

About Valentine’s Day, Ross said, “it’s just

Therapists’ advice: Opening up
more than flowers.

Love from a Clinical Point of View
Therapists discuss the
ins and outs of love on
Valentine’s Day.

By Montie Martin

Gazette Packet

R
oses are red and chocolates
taste great, I like your style,
let’s go on a date. Corny, sin-

cere, pleasant or tongue in check, the
gift of words is a unique present for
that special someone this Valentine’s
Day.

For those who find love poetry dif-
ficult and intimidating, advice from
Amy Young, Alexandria’s Poet Laure-
ate, and Kelly Cherry, Virginia’s Poet
Laureate, should help overcome the
initial hesitations.

“Find something you have in com-
mon with someone else, start with
what’s known,” said Young. “Keep it
simple and as concrete as possible.
Express your heart through the world
you both can see, hear, smell, touch
and taste.”

It doesn’t take a master wordsmith
to write a love poem. Rhyme, meta-
phor and formatting are details that
can be ignored as long as there’s a
personal touch.

According to Cherry, the three ba-
sic rules of a Valentine’s Day love
poem are to focus on your friend or
lover, rhyming is optional, and to keep
it clean unless you are a master of
subtlety.

“It doesn’t have to be brilliant, just
something your friend will be pleased
with,” said Cherry. “To be safe, attach

Inspire
Love
… with a few
good words.

 A List of Love
 According to Alexandria’s Poet Laureate

Amy Young, would-be bards attempting to
write a love poem from scratch might con-
sider a list poem. Begin a list poem with a
repeating phrase such as “I love you like …”,
“You remind me of …”, or “When I think of
you, I think of ….” Although the poem does
not have to rhyme, rhythm is recommended.
Ending a poem with “I love you” never hurts.

A Love Poem

By Amy Young

I love you like …
snow days
the sound of waves,
movies and the carousel

I love you like …
Friday afternoons,
football,
friends and Philadelphia,

I love you like …
the constellations in the sky
sweaters in Maine in July
and fireworks on the 4th of July

I love you

See Inspire,  Page 9

See Therapists,  Page 25
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In Session

Undistracted Legislating
Although he hasn’t been reading them while driving, state Sen.

George Barker (D-39) has been receiving a flood of emails
about distracted driving. Increasingly, Virginia drivers are con-
cerned that motorists are texting or receiving emails while be-
hind the wheel. As a result, Barker has introduced legislation that
would make it a primary offense. It’s already a second offense,
meaning you can be ticketed for texting at the wheel only if pulled
over for another violation.

“People repeatedly tell me about experiences they’ve had driv-
ing down the road and seeing somebody who appears to be texting
and having to take evasive maneuvers to avoid being hit by them,”
said Barker. “What the studies have shown is that the percentage
of people who are texting while driving is increasing and that the
impact upon accidents and fatalities is 23 times higher than some-
one who is not texting.”

The bill passed the Virginia Senate this week on a vote of 28 to
12. It will now head to the House of Delegates after crossover,
which is scheduled for next week. Although nobody spoke against
the effort on the Senate floor, Barker said that he has heard some
opposition to the bill.

“Some individuals have concerns about allowing a police of-
ficer to pull over someone that they suspect is texting while driv-
ing,” he said. “Some people say they don’t want to give police
that power because from their perspective they feel that the po-
lice officer cannot know for certain that’s what they are doing,”
he said. “I don’t think it’s something that would be abused by the
police.”

Barker said that other states that have adopted similar laws
have not experienced an abuse of discretion by police officers.

Taxes and Death
In Richmond, as in life, you win some and you lose some. Such

is the case with House Bill 1027, which Del. David Englin (D-
45) introduced at the request of the Alexandria city government.
The bill would have allowed two or more local governments that
are constructing high-capacity transit systems to impose a local
motor fuels tax at the rate of 2.1 percent of the wholesale price of
fuels sold to retailers. The revenue would have gone to construct
or operate high-capacity transit systems — but only if both of the
local governments signed off on creating the new tax.

“The theory was that making it more difficult to impose the tax
would make it more palatable to the anti-tax Republicans in the
House,” said Englin. “As I predicted, it died a quick death.”

Englin said that he introduced the bill even though he was con-
fident it was a dud because Northern Virginia badly needs trans-
portation revenue. So this bill was yet another attempt to get
new revenue for transportation, although the theory that it may
have been more palatable if two or more jurisdictions had to sign
on wasn’t quite on the mark. When the bill came before the House
Finance Committee, members asked a few clarifying questions to
underscore the intent of the bill was to raise taxes. Then they
voted to pass it by indefinitely.

“The no-tax-pledge crowd doesn’t like to empower other people
to raise taxes any more than they like to raise taxes themselves,”
said Englin. “I was upfront with the city about the chances this
would have, but you do these things because it’s important to
keep the conversation going.”

Discrimination Discrimination
One by one, the more liberal parts of the city’s legislative agenda

are going down in flames this session. Last week it was a provi-
sion that would prohibit discrimination against public employees
based on sexual orientation. This week, it was a bill introduced
by Del. Charniele Herring (D-46) to prohibit employment dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation. During a submitted
meeting this week, members voted to roll her bill into a separate
measure based on age discrimination.

“Let’s not get too excited,” said Herring. “They passed the age
discrimination part and took out the part about sexual orientation.”

Age discrimination, by the way, covers individuals over the age of 40.
“I guess it’s public record,” added Herring. “I’m 42.”

— Michael Lee Pope

News

Vote for DRBA’s Heart of Del Ray

Bobi Bomar and Jen Walker are past Heart of
Del Ray winners. Vote by email for this year’s
winner to HeartofDelRay@yahoo.com.

T
he “Heart of Del Ray Award” is annually pre-
sented by the Del Ray Business Association
during the Valentine’s Day holiday to the

business that serves as the heart and soul of Del Ray.
Residents, customers and friends of the Del Ray com-
munity determine the winner of the award through
online voting, which is open through Feb 12. Voting
is based on which business best demonstrates their
warm and welcoming attitude to the community and
customers, their commitment and generosity to the
community and to their overall contribution to what
makes Del Ray the best place to live, work and shop.
In other words, what business warms your “heart”
when you hear its name?

Finalists for the 2012 Heart of Del Ray Award are:
Greener Cleaner of Del Ray; Neighborhood Pharmacy
of Del Ray; Pork Barrel BBQ; St. Elmo’s Coffee Shop,
and Taqueria Poblano.

To vote in this year’s contest, e-mail your selection
to HeartofDelRay@yahoo.com any time before 5 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 12. Each household is asked to vote
only once. Once votes are calculated and a winner is
determined, a large heart-shaped award will be on
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display at the winning business Monday, Feb. 13 to
greet them for the Valentine’s Day holiday. Commu-
nity list serves will be notified of the results.

Tightening Asbestos Regulations
Bill aimed at protecting
workers passes Senate.

Asbestos removal at the old
T.C. Williams High School
added unexpected time and
money to the project.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
t’s a dirty job, but somebody’s got to do it. Yet
labor advocates say the people who are li-
censed to remove asbestos may not be fully
aware of the dangers posed by toxic chemi-

cals. That’s why Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) and Sen.
Barbara Favola (D-31) have introduced legislation to
tighten regulation on the industry, creating new re-
strictions on how workers are licensed and increased
notification of the dangers of work-
ing with asbestos.

“There’s a real recognition that
we need to keep asbestos workers
safer and that we need to help the
industry keep the workers safer and
to play by the rules,” said Ebbin.
“We need for asbestos workers to
know their rights in this very dan-
gerous industry.”

Workers who handle asbestos are
required to pay $320 for a 32-hour
training course. At the end of the
training course, asbestos removal
companies will administer a test of
the material. Last year, a handful of complaints were
filed with the Virginia Department of Professional
and Occupational Regulation that employers were
openly giving the answers to employees during the
test. Those complaints sparked the Labors Mid-At-
lantic Regional Organizing Coalition to approach
Ebbin about introducing legislation take the power
to give tests out of the hands of companies and put
it in the hands of regulators.

“Keep in mind that in some cases these workers
are not functionally literate, so they struggle with
the written exam,” said Steve Lanning, of Labors Mid-
Atlantic. “If it’s known on the streets that this com-
pany will fail you and you still owe them $320 for
the training, people will go someplace else.”

That creates a business incentive for companies
not to fail workers, a function of how the testing is

administered. Ebbin’s bill is aimed squarely at chang-
ing that dynamic. Instead of allowing the companies
to administer the tests, the bill would require the
Board for Asbestos, Lead, Mold and Home Inspec-
tions to be responsible for making sure workers have
absorbed the material. It would also require employ-
ees to provide each licensed asbestos worker with a
written notice informing them that they have the
right to work in a safe environment as well a as a
summary of basic safety rules.

“I am very proud the Senate passed my asbestos
worker’s protection legislation unanimously,” said
Favola. “Asbestos workers have one of the most dan-
gerous jobs in the commonwealth, and it is critical
to ensure workers are well-trained and companies

understand that there is state over-
sight body to protect both the pub-
lic health and workers who handle
dangerous asbestos.”

The vast majority of asbestos
workers in Northern Virginia are
Latino immigrants, many of whom
have a tenuous grasp on the English
language. As a result, Ebbin and
Favola are concerned that the lan-
guage barrier may be creating a
situation where workers are han-
dling toxic materials without a full
understanding of the dangers.

“We’ve talked to enough workers
in this industry to see a pattern of negligence and
abuse on the part of contractors related to safety stan-
dards,” said Lanning. “Asbestos is a known carcino-
gen, and it just seems that these are not cumber-
some and overly burdensome regulations.”

The bill received unanimous support before the
General Laws and Technology Committee, and it re-
ceived unanimous support on the floor of the state
Senate. Nobody testified against the bill, and no sena-
tor raised objections to it. “What you see in a lot of
these situations is that most companies who are in-
volved in asbestos removal are doing things respon-
sibly,” said Sen. George Barker (D-36). “The ones
that aren’t behaving responsibly aren’t going to come
to Richmond and sk us to let them continue behav-
ing irresponsibly.” The measure will now head to the
House of Delegates after crossover next week.
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

LAS VEGAS,   April 22-26, .............................................................................. $869
Includes Air From Dulles, 4-Nights Tropicana Resort, Day Trip to Laughlin, NV,
Transfers & Porterage

SOUTH DAKOTA BY MOTORCOACH! July 19 – 29...............................$1379
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 10 Nights Hotel,  Daily Breakfast,
8 Dinners Sightseeing – CALL FOR ITINERARY!

Cruise from Lisbon to NYC on Oceania’s “Regatta” Sept. 10-25 .............. $2499
Includes Air from Dulles & Taxes! 14-Nights Cruise with All Meals &
Entertainment, $150 Onboard Credit per Stateroom Pre-paid Gratuities! Air from
Dulles or 22 other Cities in the USA & Canada!

Love is in
The Air

Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria

at Shops of Foxchase

With Everything
You Need in

One Convenient
Place

Kay Collins
Chretien

Kay Collins
Chretien, 71 of
Charlottesville, Va.
died Monday, Feb. 6,
2012 in a local health
care facility.

A resident of
Charlottesville since
1969, Kay was a
graduate in 1958 of George Washington
High School in Alexandria.  Born in
1940 in Alexandria, she also attended
St. Agnes, Maury Elementary and Alex-
andria Middle Schools.

Her parents, who predeceased her,
were Joseph B. Collins, Jr. and Mary Lou
Dilley Collins; her grandfather was Jo-
seph B. Collins, Sr.

Kay was a commercial artist, owner of
Black Cat Productions, and a free-lance
writer who wrote a monthly column for
the Charlottesville Observer Newspaper
and articles for Albemarle, The Real
Estate Weekly and Virginia Country
magazines, focusing on Albemarle
County history.  Music was also a big
part of her life and she spent many years
singing in the Charlottesville Choir.

She is survived by a sister, Bonnie
Burt and her husband Robert “Lanny”
Burt of Elkton, Va. and many cousins
and close friends.

A celebration of life service will be
conducted from 3 to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 11, 2012 at Teague Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, send donations to
Hospice of the Piedmont, 675 Peter
Jefferson Parkway, Suite 300,
Charlottesville, Virginia 22911; the
Charlottesville Albemarle S.P.C.A., Post
Office Box 7047, Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia 22906 or the Blue Ridge Area Food
Bank, 1207 Harris Street,
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903.

Friends may sign the guest register at
teaguefuneralhome.com

Mary B. Imrie-
McGowan

Former Alexandrian
Mary B. Imrie-
McGowan died last
Sunday in San Fran-
cisco, a son beside her,
the morning after most
of her family gathered
‘round to visit. She mar-
ried Alexandria native
Robert Lee McGowan late in life, but
had lived in the Midwest for nearly 40
years. She healed hundreds of patients
around the U.S. as a Christian Science
practitioner for most of that time, al-
most to the week of her passing.

Her second marriage made news as it
was to a WW II boyfriend, Bob “Mac”
McGowan, of Alexandria, Va., also wid-
owed. He had neglected to get formally
engaged when he deployed as a PT-boat
captain in the South Pacific a half-cen-
tury earlier. “It don’t mean a thing if I
ain’t got that ring,” she later explained.
She married Army Air Corps Lt. Walter
Curtis Imrie in 1945, living in Alexan-
dria until 1954. They enjoyed nearly 60
years together until his death in 2004.
McGowan found Mary 18 months later,
with help from an internet-savvy poker
partner, and six months after that they
eloped, enjoying eight months as new-
lyweds before McGowan died.

Mary McIntosh Brookings was born in
1922 and raised in Alexandria (outside
Washington, D.C.) in an antebellum
house on 100 acres extending up
Braddock Road from the Brad-Lee Cen-
ter to Fort Ward. Her father, Maj. Walter
DuBois Brookings, Sr., and her mother
(who died when she was three) was
Marian (Kinney) Brookings. Her step-

Obituaries

mother was Martha (Brooks) Brookings,
Marian’s college classmate. Mary was
adept at tennis (played into her 80s),
piano, riding, and track. She set the U.S.
high school broad jump record in 1936
with a leap of 16 feet, notable because
she was only an eighth grader. “I had a
tail wind,” she recently confessed.

She graduated from Madeira School
and spent a gap-year at Walnut Hill
School before entering Mount Holyoke
College, but graduated in Northwestern
University’s Class of 1944, in sociology.
She was in the Pi Beta Phi sorority. In
WW II with all three brothers in the
Navy, she worked with the Red Cross in
Washington, D.C. Before marrying
Walter, she was art director at
Washington’s Barney Neighborhood
House. Her three sons were born in the
District: Walter Curtis Imrie, Jr. of
Buena Vista, Colo.; John Brookings
Imrie, died 1969; and Gordon
MacDonald Imrie, of San Francisco.

The family spent 10 child-rearing
years in Atlanta, moving near Chicago in
1963. Soon after, when people began
calling her to pray with them on health,
financial, and family problems, Mary
Imrie officially became  a Christian Sci-
ence Practitioner, a kind of Bible-based
prayer-coach. Her healing record was
such that she was invited to give many
four-hour addresses on her practice to
groups around the U.S. over her 40-year
career. Her sons entered Northwestern,
Harvard, and Stanford, as husband
Walter shifted careers from aircraft
sales, to manufacturing, to management
of 24 housing units the couple built. He
also served as an Oak Brook Village
Trustee.

In 1963-4 Mary Imrie was pivotal in
the Illinois presidential nomination
campaign of Senator Margaret Chase
Smith, run by her college roommate,
Violet Dawson, of LaGrange Park. To-
gether with a nearly “all-girl” team, they
rallied enough voters that Smith came
in second to Goldwater with a quarter of
the vote, and earned the first nominat-
ing convention votes in history cast for
a woman by a major party.

First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Hinsdale was her spiritual base in Illi-
nois. She served in several leadership
positions there including as lay reader.
She also enjoyed the Hinsdale Tennis
Association, the Hinsdale Garden Club,

and others, and was a Daughter of the
American Revolution. She sometimes
skied with Walter in Colorado, traveled
to 49 states and Europe, South America,
and the Mideast Holy Lands, and was
intensely interested in politics, music,
and family history.

Imrie-McGowan is also survived by
California grandsons John Brookings
Imrie II, Parker Ludlow Imrie, and Milo
McIntosh Imrie, and stepchildren Mary
McGowan, of Alexandria, Va., Will
McGowan of Reston, Va., Michael
McGowan, of Ashburn, Va., and Shawna
McGowan, of Springfield, Va., and six
step-grandchildren, Art, Michaela, Dan,
Russell, Morgan and Amy. Because her
other relatives, friends, and patients are
so many and far-flung, the family has
arranged a Facebook celebration of her
long life. Postings may be seen and
made at http://on.fb.me/x6sMw8. In
lieu of flowers, contributions may be
sent to The First Church of Christ, Sci-
entist (Boston) or the Animal Welfare
Institute (Washington, D.C.).

Peggy Jane Miller
Peggy Jane Miller,

83, born in Cheshire,
Ohio and formerly of
Alexandria, Va., died
Friday, Jan. 27, 2012
from complications of
pneumonia and con-
gestive heart failure.
She was a wife,
mother, friend and animal lover, who
devoted her heart to her family. She
loved gardening, bowling and Bingo.
She leaves behind three children, Rob-
ert Guy Miller of Dillwyn, Va., Florence
“Dee” Simpson of Locust Grove, Va.,
Donna Stello of Somerset, Ky. as well as
two grandchildren.

She moved to Kentucky four years
ago to be near family after the death of
her husband, Robert L. Miller in 2002.

Mrs. Miller’s remains will be taken
back to Virginia to be buried in the fam-
ily plot at Mount Comfort Cemetery.
The family requests that any contribu-
tions be made to Somerset Nursing and
Rehab Facility at 106 Gover St.
Somerset, KY 42501 or Hospice of Lake
Cumberland, 100 Parkway Drive,
Somerset, KY 42503.

to publish a description of what
was being considered rather than
a list of the properties that were
at issue.

“The city is required to give no-
tice,” said Marston. “It requires
that you give a general descrip-
tion.”

The legal question before the
court was how much detail is re-
quired under the law. Kemler ruled

From Page 1

Notification Challenge Dismissed
that the city is legally required to
give a “general description,” which
has a less onerous standard than
a “descriptive summary.” In the
end, Kemler said, the city followed
the minimum standard when it
advertised the Planning Commis-
sion public hearing.

“This means that the city doesn’t
have to tell us anything,” said Julie
Crenshaw Van Fleet, one of the
parties who brought the suit. “Citi-
zens will have to guess.”

it to a bouquet of flowers or a box
of chocolates.”

A dressed up poem can win af-
fection just as much as the words
themselves. While a handwritten
note adds a personal touch, a nice
font on nice paper can also charm.
The extra touch is important be-
cause it shows thoughtful consid-
eration. If all else fails simply use
the words from poetry greats in a

way to make them personalized.
Cut and paste lines from an array
of poems and include the poet
names on the back. The result is a
unique and personalized work that
can convey meaning in ways a
simple Hallmark Card is unable to.

“Poetry can say something in
ways you can’t say in prose,” said
Young. “The value of poetry is to
see the world with another set of
eyes.”

From Page 7

Inspiring Love with a Few Words
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Opinion

Access for Home Schoolers to School Activities

F
amilies who home-school their chil-
dren in this area take a burden off
crowded schools, and off taxpayers
who pay on average between

$12,000 and $16,000 per year per child in
school depending on where in Northern Vir-
ginia.

There is no reason to deny students who live
within a school’s boundaries access to the ex-
tracurricular activities of that school. While a
proposal making its way through the Virginia
General Assembly would address home
schoolers’ access to sports, home schooled stu-

dents should also be able to take some classes
in school without having to be enrolled as a
full-time student.

There is good reason to change the “bright
white line” of student or non-
student in public schools, all or
nothing. Students have a vari-
ety of educational needs. Stu-

dents need flexibility and often need several
different educational contexts to create success.

Of course these students should be subject
to all the same requirements as any other stu-
dent in trying out for a spot on a team or in

the school play or band.
Some local school officials have said it’s not

fair, homeschooled students don’t have to work
as hard at their studies as public school students,
so they would have an unfair advantage in
extracurriculars. First, many homeschoolers
work harder than the average public school stu-
dents. And second, by this reasoning, perhaps
coaches should consider some sort of weighted
assessment of course load when deciding who
should be on the team.

Public schools should be committed to pro-
viding the best solutions for all students.

Suppressing the Vote And Other Action in Richmond
W

hile all Fairfax, Arlington and Al-
exandria senators voted against a
bill that forces voters to provide one

of a short list of identification in order to vote,
the bill passed 20-to-20. Here’s how: 02/06/
12 Passed Senate (20-Y 20-N); 02/06/12 Sen-
ate: Chair votes Yes

Senators George Barker, Adam Ebbin, Bar-
bara Favola, Mark Herring, Janet Howell, Dave
Marsden, Chap Petersen, Toddy Puller and Dick
Saslaw voted against the bill, which “eliminates
the provision that allows a voter to sign a sworn
statement that he is the named registered voter
he claims to be in lieu of showing identifica-
tion.” Instead such a voter must cast a provi-
sional ballot if he cannot provide a required

form of identification, and provisional ballots
are counted the next day when a committee
determines eligibility.

A Commonwealth of Virginia voter registra-
tion card will no longer count as one of forms
of identification that a voter can present to
demonstrate that he is a qualified voter, but a
separate bill would add concealed handgun
permits to the list of acceptable forms of iden-
tification to vote

One Gun a Month
Not Enough?

Virginia’s long standing law restricting gun

purchases to one a month was overturned this
week.

In the Senate, all Alexandria, Arlington and
Fairfax senators voted against the repeal. In
the House of Delegates, Barbara Comstock and
Tim Hugo voted in favor of eliminating the
restriction. Three Republicans joined all the
Democrats from our area in voting against lift-
ing the one-gun-a-month restriction: Dave
Albo, Jim LeMunyon and Tom Rust voted
against the repeal along with Bob Brink, David
Bulova, David Englin, Eileen Filler-Corn, Mark
Herring, Mark Keam, Ken Plum, Mark Sickles,
Scott Surovell and Vivian Watts.

— Mary Kimm

Editorials

Letters to the Editor

Support Police
Memorial Fund
To the Editor:

I urge my fellow Alexandrians
to contribute money to create a
timeless memorial honoring the
courage, gallantry, heroism and
personal sacrifice of police offic-
ers who have died in the line of
duty protecting others. The pro-
posed memorial will be located in
a publicly accessible area in front
of the new Alexandria Police De-
partment and Department of
Emergency Communications
Headquarters Building on Wheeler
Avenue. It will convey a message
of remembrance and appreciation,
thus serving as a lasting and fit-
ting public tribute to Alexandria’s
fallen heroes and the loved ones
they left behind. Funding for such
a memorial, common in police
buildings across the country, was
not included in the original public
funding package approved by City
Council. As a result, a campaign
to raise private donations from a
grateful and generous community
has begun.

The design of the proposed me-
morial, expected to cost $300,000,
has been completed. I invite you
to view the rendering at the Alex-
andria Police Foundation website
alexandriapolicefoundation.org/
memorial.htm. It is now time for

www.AlexandriaGazette.com

@AlexGazette

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
1606 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box

Email name, mailing & email address to
goinggreen@connectionnewspapers.com.

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703-778-9410
e-mail:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Michael Lee Pope
Reporter, 703-615-0960

mpope@connectionnewspapers.com
@MichaelLeePope

Jeanne Theismann
703-778-9436

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

Steve Hibbard
Associate Editor, 703-778-9412

shibbard@connectionnewspapers.com

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor, 703-224-3015

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
@jonroetman

Louise Krafft
Photographer

lkrafft@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

e-mail:
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Julie Ferrill
Display Advertising, 703-778-9446

jferrill@connectionnewspapers.com

Jane Hughes
Display Advertising, 703-778-9448

jhughes@connectionnewspapers.com

Tara Lloyd
Display Advertising, 703-778-9447

tlloyd@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411

asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Barbara Parkinson
Employment Advertising

703-778-9413
bparkinson@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

Publisher
Jerry Vernon

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

@MaryKimm

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Art/Design:

Laurence Foong, John Heinly,
John Smith

Production Manager:
Jean Card

Geovani Flores

Editor Emeritus:
Mary Anne Weber

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper

The Alexandria Gazette Packet is distributed weekly
to selected homes in the City of Alexandria.

Any owners or occupants of premises that do not
wish to receive the paper can notify the publisher

by telephone at 703-917-6480 or by email to
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com, and the
distributor will be notified to discontinue service.

Gazette Packet
Alexandria

Snapshot
9:09 a.m., Feb. 8: 100 block South Union Street.

all of us to make this important
and most appropriate dream come
true. Donors will be properly rec-
ognized for their level of contri-
bution. I ask that you share this
information with other citizens of
Alexandria, and encourage them
to contribute. Please send your tax
deductible contribution to the Al-
exandria Police Foundation, c/o
Shawn McLaughlin, 1615 Frost
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22304.
Checks should be made payable to
the Alexandria Police Foundation
with the notation “Police Memo-
rial Fund.”

Thank you for contributing to
this most worthwhile and lasting
cause to honor police officers who
have made the ultimate sacrifice
in service to others.

David P. Baker
Alexandria

The writer is the former Chief of
Police in Alexandria.

Need To Be
Constructive
To the Editor:

While The Old Town Civic Asso-
ciation is disappointed that the
City Council did not defer ap-
proval of the plan to take the ex-
tra time to address the concerns
outlined in the OTCA Board Reso-
lution, we acknowledge that by

See Letters,  Page 11
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR

…703-953-2854
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET

OF SCOTLAND
…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH
…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH

…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH
…703-548-8000

CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH

... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD
...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER

...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-836-3725

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-765-4421

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN

HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA

CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST

…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH

... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN

….703 765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH

….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003
 NATIVITY LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

CHURCHES— NON-DENOMINATIONAL
MOUNT VERNON UNITARIAN CHURCH

...703- 765-5950

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

...703.768.8510
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE

…703-549-6670
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN

…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN

…703-765-6118

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

b
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

their action on Jan. 21, the Draft
Waterfront Small Area Plan is now
an approved plan and that the
planning process is now entering
the next phase in its evolution.

Since the waterfront planning
process started in 2009, the OTCA
Board has worked cooperatively
with City staff to improve the plan
wherever we believed there was a
negative impact on adjacent resi-
dential areas, the historic charac-
ter of Old Town, and our quality
of life. Apart from the defeat in
retaining the existing W-1 Zone
density in the plan, we have, work-
ing with others in the community,
moved staff to adopt several solu-
tions that have less negative im-
pact on — and more positive re-
sults — for our community.

We believe there are important
issues with the plan that must be
resolved. That is why the OTCA
Board wants to communicate to
the City that the citizens of Old
Town must have a voice in the pro-
cess as the plan moves forward.
For example, it is imperative that
that an OTCA representative is a
member of the proposed citizens
group overseeing plan implemen-
tation, that we have a voice in the
formation of task forces to study
flood mitigation, traffic/parking
along Union Street, and the plea-
sure boat marina. These — and
others — are key elements of the
plan that will affect our neighbor-
hoods in profound ways.

OTCA has been a respected
voice for all of Old Town citizens
for over 60 years — -because we
are able to work with the City, our
neighbors and the business com-
munity through constructive en-
gagement. There is no perfect plan
that will please everyone, but the
OTCA Board believes that by
working through the next steps we
can make this a better plan for all
citizens of Alexandria.

John Gosling
President, Old Town Civic

Association

Waterfront Will
Benefit All
To the Editor:

I never want to let the facts get
in the way of a good story, but one
cannot just make stuff up to deni-
grate someone with whom you
disagree. So, in response to the
letter from Mr. MacDonald [“A
Lack of Leadership,” Gazette
Packet, Jan. 25]:

1. I am not retired. I have lived
in Alexandria all my life, and for
the past 30 years my office has
been in Old Town. I have no plans

Opinion
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Richmond

Report

By David Englin

State Delegate (D-45)

A
s the halfway point of this year’s
General Assembly session quickly
approaches, our attention has
turned to the state’s two-year bud-

get. I believe strongly that budgets are moral
documents that determine whom we lift up
and whom we leave out. Governor McDonnell’s
proposed budget includes some laudable new
spending on higher education, economic de-
velopment, and shoring up the state employee

pension trust fund. However,
Governor McDonnell puts
Grover Nordquist’s No Tax
Pledge ahead of the needs of
the most vulnerable Virgin-
ians, so he is making these

worthy investments by balancing the budget
on the backs of children and the poor.

By changing the way state money for public
education is calculated, Governor McDonnell
hopes to cut about $100 million per year from
public schools, and he is slashing $65 million
from money schools in Northern Virginia use
to account for our high cost of living. While on
the one hand he is blocking state implementa-
tion of the federal health care reform law and
arguing that the law is unconstitutional, on the
other hand he is using that very federal law as

an excuse to slash funds
from the neighborhood
health clinics that serve
our community’s poor-
est residents. At the
same time, in the name
of economic develop-
ment, Governor
McDonnell is expand-
ing a series of tax loop-
holes that will result in
tens of millions in lost
revenue.

While I support some of Governor
McDonnell’s proposed new investments, they
cannot come at the expense of children and
the poor. Instead, we need new revenue. That
point was underscored recently by the fact that
Del. Lacey Putney, the conservative chairman
of the House Appropriations Committee, in-
troduced a bill to raise $900 million in new
revenue through a statewide sales tax increase.
During five decades in the General Assembly,
Putney has built a reputation as a tax hawk
who can squeeze every last ounce of spending
from the state budget. When the conservative
responsible for writing the House version of
the budget says we need more revenue, legis-
lators and the governor ought to pay atten-
tion. Unfortunately, the No Tax Pledge crowd
who now dominates Richmond tabled Putney’s

proposal.
Rather than adhere to hidebound ideologies,

I believe we need to take a pragmatic approach
to taxation. There are taxes I abhor and con-
tinue working to get rid of, and there are taxes
I think are reasonable and necessary. For ex-
ample, the state sales tax on groceries dispro-
portionately affects the poor, and our overre-
liance on local real estate taxes drives up the
cost of housing for people struggling to make
ends meet. However, income taxes are inher-
ently linked to one’s ability to pay them, and
the gas tax is both a user fee and a carbon tax.
Rather than taking a hard line for or against
taxes, leaders ought to be able to work together
to strike the right balance.

If there’s one thing I’ve learned during my
years in the General Assembly, it’s that the
governor’s proposed budget is but an opening
bid. The Virginia Constitution puts the final
power over the budget in the hands of the
General Assembly, and we will be pouring over
the details over the next several weeks to come
up with a budget to keep Virginia moving for-
ward. I will be keeping a watchful eye over
how the budget affects children and the poor,
sick, elderly, and disabled, and I will continue
working to steer the final budget in a thought-
ful and fiscally responsible direction. Please
share your ideas and feedback at
DelDEnglin@house.virginia.gov.

Let’s Put Pragmatism Over Ideology

See Letters,  Page 12
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Richmond

Report

Backsliding in Richmond
By Charniele Herring

State Delegate (D-46)

A
s we approach the halfway point
of the 2012 legislative session, I
like to take a moment to reflect

on the path that we in Richmond have
taken so far this year. It also makes me
think of leaders that have come before
like Alice Paul and Fannie Lou Hamer.
These women stood tall and proud for
the fundamental rights that we are sup-
posed to be guaranteed here in America.

They endured second-
class citizenship and lack
of representation one be-
cause of gender and the
other continuing to be
discriminated against

because of skin color a generation after
the first.

Especially as we honor our African
American heritage during Black History
Month, I find wisdom in Hamer’s famous
quote, “I am sick and tired of being sick
and tired.” This year in the General As-
sembly, in both the House and Senate,
there have been bills filed to require
photo identification before being allowed
to vote. In the House and despite much
protest, a measure passed that ends the
ability of a registered voter without id to
sign a sworn affidavit to their identity
and cast their vote normally.

This begs the question — why do some
people want to make it harder for Vir-
ginians to vote? More importantly, when
did we stop trusting each other to the

point that a sworn
statement is worth-
less? I am against any
measure that takes
away from the legacy
of ballot access for
which my forerunners
fought. Even a mea-
sure, like HB 9, that
only takes a small step

backward is a step too far.
I find this timely as we consider the

legacy of the civil rights. The more dan-
gerous of these types of legislation re-
quires photo identification. Eighteen per-
cent of seniors over 65 years of age and
up to 15 percent of minorities and low
income Americans do not have the
proper identification under these pro-
posed laws. In addition to the problems
posed for the individuals through this
modern equivalent to a poll tax, there is
also a cost to the state, which is already
making tough cuts to health, education
and public safety programs.

I will stand strong and speak out on
civil rights, because I too am “sick and
tired of being sick and tired” and will not
stand for backsliding when it comes to
our fundamental American right to vote.

Charniele Herring (D-46) serves as the
House Democratic Whip and represents Al-
exandria City in the Virginia General Assem-
bly. She serves on the Courts of Justice and
Science and Technology Committees. For more
information, visit www.charnieleherring.com
or on twitter @c_herring.

From Page 11
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to ever leave the city where I live and work.
2. I did not “come in from Nantucket” to

attend the Council hearing. I have been to
Nantucket once in my life about 20 years
ago. It was nice. I came to the Council meet-
ing from the exotic location of Seminary
Ridge. It took me 12 minutes, but traffic
was heavy.

3. The fact that the tax burden on
homeowners has risen moderately in recent
years is precisely the point I was trying to
make. Because of the decision by the Coun-
cil on which I served to approve the Patent
and Trademark Office at Carlyle, we were
able to create a source of revenue that will
continue for decades and reduce the reli-
ance on individual real estate taxes. The
carefully-planned, long-term development
of Alexandria’s waterfront will create an-
other important economic resource for Al-
exandria and result in a waterfront that all
can enjoy.

Everyone in Alexandria should be grate-
ful to Mayor Euille, Vice Mayor Donley, and
Councilmembers Krupicka, Pepper and
Smedberg for having the courage and per-
spective to make a decision, albeit difficult,
that will ultimately benefit all of Alexan-
dria.

David G. Speck
Alexandria

Work Group’s
Recommendations
To the Editor:

As co-authors of the final report of the
Waterfront Plan Work Group, we must ad-
dress two misperceptions of the Work
Group’s work that have been perpetuated
in media articles and letters-to-editor from
individuals on both sides of the Waterfront
Plan debate. One concerns a misunder-
standing about the purpose of our votes and
the other concerns our position on eminent
domain.

It has been repeatedly stated that the
Waterfront Plan Work Group approved the
Waterfront Plan by a 4-3 vote. In reality,
the Work Group took no vote in favor or
against the Waterfront Small Area Plan in
its totality. We clearly state in the Forward
to our report that “It is neither a consensus
report nor an approval of the draft Water-
front Small Area Plan.”

Instead, members of the Waterfront Plan
Work Group took a series of votes in agree-
ment or disagreement with plan statements
and recommendations. All seven members
of the Work Group found consensus on
many of these votes. Some featured a 6-1
or 5-2 split. One issue in particular — the
amount of permitted density and the num-
ber and size of hotels — split the Work
Group 4-3. The viewpoints on both sides of
this issue are clearly presented on page 17
of the Waterfront Plan Work Group Report.
Notably, there were other development is-
sues on which the Work Group generally
agreed, including findings that mixed-use,
commercial development was likely and
desirable, but that it should be balanced
with high quality open space to preserve
the historic nature of Old Town.

The Work Group’s 4-3 split regarding the

tenor and scale of development should not
be misconstrued as a summary vote regard-
ing the Plan. Indeed, there were many ar-
eas where we found broad agreement, re-
garding the public realm; parks and public
space; the foot of King Street; marina, piers,
and shoreline; art and history; flood miti-
gation; parking; traffic and circulation; and
implementation; funding; and environmen-
tal issues. In each of these areas, the Work
Group offered numerous suggestions to
improve the Plan.

Regarding eminent domain, the Work
Group was in broad agreement that emi-
nent domain should play no part in the ac-
quisition of private property along the City’s
Waterfront. Such action, with all its uncer-
tainty and legal complications, inhibits plan-
ning for important and feasible alternatives
and needlessly delays important progress
serving both the public’s and our City’s best
interests. In the very first finding of the re-
port (pg. 10), we state emphatically that
our group “strongly discourages the use of
eminent domain to accomplish the recom-
mendations of the [Waterfront Small Area]
Plan.” As our report affirms (pg. 10), “Noth-
ing in the Work Group report should offer
rationale for eminent domain action.”  In
particular, we strongly state in our discus-
sion of actions at the foot of King Street (pg.
33) that negotiations, not eminent domain,
should be applied to resolve property issues.
To be very clear, our group lacked any au-
thority to prescribe specific action the City
may take. But, to perceive that we some-
how found eminent domain and negotia-
tion as equal alternatives with one simply
“preferable” over the other is to grossly
misread the strongly held sentiment of this
citizen group.

We hope that the 71 new recommenda-
tions offered by the Work Group to improve
the Waterfront are the lasting legacy of our
work.

Nate Macek and Bob Wood
Alexandria

The Ruin of West End
To the Editor:

The Beauregard Draft Plan currently be-
ing “rolled out” for public scrutiny portends
the ruin of the West End.

It destroys an area that is not blighted,
not crime ridden, a multi-cultural commu-
nity where people get along and like their
neighbors. The Draft Plan would tear down
much of this section of Alexandria, ulti-
mately potentially displacing more than ten
thousand residents.

Almost immediately after adoption as
many as 2,100 persons would lose their
homes at the Seminary Hill Apartments,
owned by Home Properties, and at least as
many more at the former Hamlets, now
owned by JBG.

The Plan replaces this community with a
highly dense development of condos and
townhouses and shops for the well-to-do.
In effect it rips the heart and soul out of the
West End. Note that the plan to redevelop
the Landmark/Van Dorn area did not dis-
place a single resident. Nor, for all its con-
troversial aspects, did the recent Waterfront
Plan.

The Beauregard Plan destroys the largest

amount of market affordable housing in the
City. It would displace thousands before a
single dollar is spent on any affordable
housing. The first date given in the Draft
Plan for funding affordable housing is “Af-
ter 2020” — and no guarantees then. More-
over, because of the high bar placed on in-
comes for this housing after 2020, none of
the current residents likely could qualify.

Another indignity is the fact that the Draft
Plan calls for $60 million of Alexandria tax-
payer money would be spent up front to
build the infrastructure necessary for the
developers to proceed, including $29 mil-
lion for a highly dubious traffic ellipse. None
of the $60 million would go to house the
displaced. With this Draft Plan the City Staff
clearly has put cement above citizens. That
is shameful.

In short, the current Draft Plan is deeply
flawed and must be thoroughly overhauled
before any formal consideration is war-
ranted.

Jack Sullivan
Alexandria

End Kings
Dominion Law
To the Editor:

Children all over the Commonwealth of
Virginia scored a decided victory when the
House of Delegates passed H.B. 1063, bi-
partisan legislation, by a vote of 76 to 23,
to repeal the Labor Day Law, commonly
referred to as the Kings Dominion (as in the

amusement park) Law. Quite obviously, the
collective largesse of Virginians represent-
ing child interests aren’t asleep at the wheel
on education as a passport to the future.
And although we don’t all always agree on
how to reform education to make things
better, I see a glimpse of light at the end of
some tunnel when the majority of grown
folks come together and decide that yes,
school should be able to start before Labor
Day and it should be up to local school dis-
tricts, not the state, to choose.

For near 30 years, public schools in Vir-
ginia have been trying to abolish the “Kings
Dominion Law” that prohibits schools from
starting before Labor Day. This past year,
77 of the 132 school divisions were allowed
through a very labor-intensive paperwork
process, to start class before Labor Day.
Many more districts, including Alexandria
and Fairfax, want the academic freedom to
do that and, given all our schools do, it
shouldn’t be an Act of Congress or fight with
Richmond to decide when to start educat-
ing our children.

Today, only Virginia and Michigan have
the likes of a Kings Dominion Laws on the
books. This outdated and repressive law is,
in the words of my friend and Virginia
School Boards Association President Joan
Wodiska, a “relic of the old economy [and]
… the definition of a burdensome, costly,
outdated, and unnecessary state mandate.
In fact, today, the Labor Day Law directly
conflicts with Virginia’s economic and edu
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cational goals.” I couldn’t agree
more and even our own Senator
Dick Saslaw has come around to
saying the Kings Dominion Law
needs to be repealed. Maybe he can
help us get a handle on Senator
George L. Barker, who represents
some districts on the West End of
Alexandria now, including but not
limited to the Cameron Station and
Tucker precincts. Right now, he
appears asleep at the wheel and
despite hearing from the ACPS
School Board, the Alexandria City
Council, the Virginia School Boards
Association and others, he’s intent
on voting against what’s best for
our children.

Right now, the Virginia Hospital-
ity and Tourism industry is mount-
ing an all-out assault on H.B. 1063,
focusing on the members of the
Senate Committee on Education
and Health and unfortunately,
they’ve got a hold on our Senator
Barker who is a member of that
committee. I urge you to please e-
mail him at SenatorBarker@
gmail.com or through his website
at http://senatorbarker.com/con-
tact and call him at 703- 303-1426
to tell him that regardless of how
he feels, we as a community, as the
community that he represents,
starting with the leadership on the
Alexandria City Council and the

From Page 12

Letters

ACPS School Board and Superin-
tendent, join ranks with the Gov-
ernor of Virginia, the Governor’s
Task Force on Local Mandates Re-
view (of which I am pleased to be
a special liaison), the Virginia Mu-
nicipal League, the Virginia School
Boards Association, the Alexandria
City Public School Board, the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates and ev-
ery other responsible adult con-
cerned about education to repeal
this antiquated law.

Tell Senator Barker that if a Ferris
wheel can’t fit on a playground on
the schoolyard, if it be the desire
of the local school board to get our
children in school come August or
earlier, then that ride must wait.

Alicia Hughes
Alexandria City Councilwoman

Increased Taxes
To the Editor:

I would like to comment on the
statements from several letters
about how recently approved de-
velopment keeps our taxes low,
and that we should seek even
more development using that ar-
gument. I perused the City data-
base to determine the validity of
that argument by looking at my
current residence. It was acquired
in 1993 and, because it is fairly

See Letters,  Page 14
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average, can be used as a proxy for look-
ing at how tax payments have increased for
a typical homeowner during that time.

The City website explicitly points out that
the taxes consist of two components, the
tax rate and the assessed value. Therefore,
if the assessed value increases by ten per-
cent, say from 100 to 110, then the tax rate
must decrease by nine percent in order for
the taxes to remain unchanged. I do not re-
call that happening.

My taxes have increased by 120 percent
from 1993 to the present. This does not even
include the refuse fee contained in my HOA
assessment, which increased by 140 percent
during that time. Obviously, inflation needs
to be factored out, but doing so still leaves
an inflation corrected tax increase of 68
percent.

Moreover, looking at different segments
of time, taxes actually decreased by nine
percent from 1994 to 2000 after correcting
for inflation. In contrast, taxes increased by
a whopping 108 percent between the years
2000 and 2011, or 76 percent after factor-
ing out inflation. This period also coincides
with the City’s emphasis on development
for its own sake.

Edward Abbey wrote, “Growth for the
sake of growth is the ideology of a cancer
cell.” We had better start having a dialogue
about what we are doing to this City before
the costs of these developments envelop us
all.

Poul Hertel

Fat and Messy Vote
To the Editor:

There are more than a few of us, trained
and experienced lawyers, architects, devel-
opers, former city officials, who wonder
what exactly City officials voted for on Sat-
urday, Jan. 21, when the DRAFT Waterfront
Small Area Plan appeared as Docket #4
“MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT #2011-
0001(TEXT AMENDMENT #2011-
0005(WATERFRONT SMALL AREA PLAN.
(..Ó

As of Jan. 21, there was no final Water-
front Small Area Plan chapter available to
the public at least 25 hours before the pub-
lic hearing and vote, either online or as hard
copy, only a “DRAFT Waterfront Small Area
Plan” and a number of ad hoc documents
showing broad and unspecific areas of
change spread over a huge number of draft
plan features. Even minutes before the vote
the waterfront plan’s most important and
contentious issues remained deep in a mys-
terious fat binder for city officials that sud-
denly popped up like a magic rabbit in the
final minutes of the public hearing. Plan-
ning staff had 11 days to prepare a coher-
ent and helpful final document for the citi-
zens of Alexandria.

With no final Waterfront Small Area Plan
chapter available to the public more than
25 hours before the public hearing, and the
absence of an informative summary state-
ment — as required by the Code of Virginia
— it is possible to conjecture that numer-

ous shortcomings i.e., the missing summary
statement, tortured integration of Work
Group recommendations, wanting specific-
ity on hotel guidelines in particular, and at
the end of the day the last minute addition
of museums — without direction to plan-
ning staff to produce guidelines — are
enough to seriously question this vote. A
similarly questionable vote by the Planning
Commission is currently subject of lawsuit.

The City’s gross neglect in providing all
citizens a final document and explaining
each critical element in clear language is in
sharp contrast to how the 1992 zoning
change was handled. At the least the same
compilation of documents — the binder —
must be presented to everyone, especially
all landowners on or abutting the water-
front. Another advice in Virginia Code is
that letters need to be sent to all surround-
ing property owners in advance of a vote.º

What we know is that only City officials
were given this messy, fat binder to inform
them on the vote. Prior to the meeting it
was unavailable in any form anywhere else.
When I requested the City Manager make
an exact duplicate of the binder available
for public examination at City Hall, I re-
ceived a response from planning staff tell-
ing me that this was not necessary, as ev-
erything in the binders given to Council
members was available on the city’s web
site, but the linkages I opened at 4 p.m. on
the Friday preceding the vote and again at
5:30 a.m. the morning of the vote were dif-
ferent. Furthermore, the information on the

web site gave no indication whatsoever
which files were destined for City officials’
messy binders.

In fact, the city’s online linkages for plan
information changed between Friday at 4
p.m. and Saturday at 5:30 a.m. On Friday
the CAAWP report was used for the Errata
sheet — requested by Council to show Work
Group changes. There were no hard copies
of these linkages files on the tables outside
the public hearing that day, and no com-
puter available to display them. Given
Council members’ nervous questioning
about specific points in the plan, it’s even
possible they were not fully briefed prior to
voting. Who knows?º

Short of another lawsuit in Virginia Civil
Court regarding the vote on this DRAFT
Waterfront Small Area Plan, all of us could
remain in the dark about what might actu-
ally be built using the guidelines or frame-
work or conceptual plan or text amendment
or ordinance change or however the whim-
sical language of the day that planning staff
decides to use to describe this waterfront
planning fiasco.

Kathryn Papp
Alexandria

Regional Hub
At Mark Center
To the Editor:

The Virginia Department of Transporta
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tion (VDOT) is soliciting comments on a proposed
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) direct access ramp
from the existing HOV lanes along Interstate 395 (I-
395) to Seminary Road. The HOV ramp would pro-
vide regional bus service to the Mark Center Station,
a new transit station built originally to accommo-
date BRAC employees. It would also potentially open
east bound Seminary Road to increased traffic near
Hammond Middle School and the Alexandria Hos-
pital. The comment period ends on Feb. 10.

The HOV ramp is being designed to improve ac-
cess to and from the Mark Center BRAC facility,
incentivize carpooling by employees, and encourage
greater use of transit. The estimated to cost of the I-
395 HOV ramp to state taxpayers is $80 million.

Overlooked is the likelihood the Mark Center Sta-
tion will become a large, regional transit hub. The
station would serve not only BRAC employees but
also commuters working at the Alexandria Hospital,
high rise retirement communities on Beauregard,
nearby professional and medical office buildings, the
Skyline area and students attending the Northern
Virginia Community College.

In April 2010, the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation released a study recognizing the potential
for a major regional transit station at Mark Center.
The study, an update of a 2008 study, was sponsored
in coordination with the Virginia Department of Rail
and Public Transportation (DRPT).

The study verified a heavy demand for reliable tran-
sit service in the I-95/395 corridor and made sev-
eral recommendations to improve regional transit
service. Based on the analysis, the study recom-
mended a Priority Bus/BRT Service, utilizing exist-
ing stations located off of major arterials, close to
signalized intersections and in areas where there is
potential for transit oriented development. It also
concluded improved access from the I-395 HOV lane
at Seminary Road would create a significant demand
for transit service in the regional corridor. The Mark
Center Station would be the largest serving as an
origin/destination and transfer stop.

The VDOT environmental assessment focuses
solely on the environmental impacts of constructing
the HOV ramp. The EA is potentially flawed since it
failed to reference the transportation hub as a cu-
mulative effect in its analysis, thus allowing the public
to comment on a likely broader regional impact.

Creating a regional transit center would impact
traffic, potentially impacting the planned redevel-
opment of the Mark Center, Southern Towers and
Beauregard area. The likely impact of a regional tran-
sit center should be evaluated in terms of developer
plans for redevelopment, the proposed traffic “el-
lipse” at Seminary and Beauregard, and impacts on
the bus transfer stops at Southern Towers.

The larger issue and major challenge is creating a
regional transportation hub in a traffic congested area
and integrating it into local plans for a transit-ori-
ented, urban scale community.

Comprehensive transportation planning is essen-
tial for planning attractive, economically sustainable
mixed use projects. The City of Alexandria should
have an overall, integrated transportation plan for
the Mark Center/Southern Towers/Beauregard area
to ensure proposed future growth in the area can be
reasonably accommodated. The plan would help
guide the expenditure of dollars and ensure there is
adequate capacity to handle the proposed growth.
Approving a large-scale small area plan for redevel-
opment in an existing, functioning community with-
out an area transportation plan is a mistake. Trans-
portation, transit and pedestrian planning provides
a framework and should not be an afterthought dur-
ing the redevelopment process.

Dave Cavanaugh

Importance of Language
To the Editor:
Del. David Englin should be more careful when he

writes about abortion issues before the legislature
to not refer to fetuses as “babies.” Babies, because
they are born, are persons entitled to protection un-
der the sacred Constitution of our perpetual federal
union, whereas fetuses have no legal standing un-
der our Constitution’s 14th Amendment as applied in
Roe vs. Wade’s supreme Court authoritative applica-
tion.

Those who would have our laws predicated on their
understanding of a different supreme law often re-
fer to fetuses as “babies,” but advocates of a woman’s
sacred right to choose never should do so because it
only validates views of those who would restrict that
right — even for therapeutic abortions such as those
the House of Delegates voted to defund.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Nothing Settled
To the Editor:

It was a blast from the past to find former Council
member David Speck in the Council Chamber at 9
a.m. on Jan. 21. He appeared to make the same ar-
guments for more dense development that he made
regularly during his years on City Council.

He is still singing the praises of the Patent and
Trademark Office (PTO) and saying the traffic is not
so bad. He describes his trip from Seminary Ridge
early on a cold icy Saturday morning as taking 12
minutes. He should try living in Rosemont in the post-
PTO era. I am retired now so usually I can time my
trips to avoid week day rush hours. There was an
occasion early on a week day morning when I was
trying to get my very old, very sick dog to the emer-
gency animal hospital on Duke Street. Sitting in the
car waiting for a chance to cross major intersections
was excruciating. I know residents who must com-
mute by car experience these delays every workday.

Mr. Speck says we should all be happy to live in
this environment because we are all paying less in
real estate taxes than we would have other wise. No
one would notice that if he did not tell us. Except in
the immediate aftermath of the housing crash, my
modest home east of Commonwealth Avenue has had
a notable increase in its assessment every year and
every year the tax bill has been higher. Our city gov-
ernment obviously depends on this and expects it.
In the brief period when homes sales were stagnant
and offered no basis for higher assessments, there
was a major retrenchment in city government. In the
wake of modest recovery, city officials seem to have
returned to their old ways.

We can take comfort knowing that the proposed
waterfront development does not have to follow the
course the Patent and Trademark Office did.
Alexandrians living in homes or owning businesses
along the waterfront do have a recourse to the un-
reasoned rush to place much more dense develop-
ment in the heart of what was the colonial sea port.
It is unusual for many people to be already living
and working with 300 feet of major redevelopment
sites. Being within that 300-foot perimeter gives
property owners the right to file a protest petition.
Because they live in such close proximity, the zoning
code confers special rights on them as adjoining prop-
erty owners.

About 215 of those property owners have signed a
protest petition, which requires the votes of six coun-
cil members to over ride. Only five members (Euille,
Donley, Pepper, Krupicka and Smedberg) voted for
the rezoning on the waterfront. Two members voted



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 9-15, 2012  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

against (Fannon and Hughes).
The city attorney used a question-
able legal argument (not lack of
the correct number of signatures)
to deny the validity of the peti-
tions. Otherwise, the plan to do
major up zoning in an already
dense mixed-use environment
would have failed already.

The petition signers intend to
challenge the rejection of their
petition at the Board of Zoning
Appeals. Nothing is settled, nor
should it be when a Council ma- See Letters,  Page 38
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jority chooses once again to dis-
count the quality of life of nearby
residents in its decision-making
process.

Katy Cannady
Alexandria

Budgeting
Mediocrity
To the Editor:

The following open letter was addressed
to members of the School Board, Super-
intendent, ACPS Central Office Staff,
teachers and citizens of Alexandria.

My name is Scott Gordon and I
write this today not as a candidate
for Alexandria City Council but as
a husband, father, and concerned
citizen.

I’d like to make just a few com-
ments regarding the proposed
FY13 budget cuts as they’re related
to a number of expenditure in-
creases directed to the Office of the
Superintendent.

I fear that with these cuts, ACPS
may be slowly moving our already
financially and physically strained
school system backwards. The pro-

posed cuts to Special Education
staff limit the potential learning
opportunities of children with
more complicated learning needs.
The elimination of a visiting sci-
ence teacher position weakens an
already, statistically, weak area of
study in Alexandria and limits the
exciting and energizing engage-
ment between students and the
subject. The 10 percent decrease
in funding for extended learning
opportunities does just that, de-
creases additional learning oppor-
tunities for students and adults of

all ages. The budget stagnancy for
ELL teachers is going to hurt the
learning potential of the many
Alexandrians who enter our school
system having English as a second
language.

Cuts and budget stagnancy can
sometimes be explained by fiscal
trouble on a city-wide level how-
ever, these cuts have been sug-
gested alongside a number of in-
creases I believe are without merit,
and these include nearly $222,000
in budget expenditure increases
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Home Life Style

By Joshua Baker

Special to the Gazette

H
aving remodeled thousands of
projects over the past 25 years,
our clients’ reactions tell us that

some of the most successful projects often
address a specific passion or interest. Folks
seem to be spending more and more time
at home not only working, but also enrich-
ing their lives through personal interests.
To that end, today’s remodeling design of-
ten includes developing new areas for pur-
suing a variety of passions. Here are some
local examples:

A breakfast room addition was carefully
planned to also function as a bird watching
area. The foundation was specially designed
to allow the existing trees to remain in close
proximity, and great care was taken to pre-
serve the surroundings during construction.
A professional arborist was engaged to
manage the health of the trees in the six
months prior to construction to ensure the
addition had an almost treehouse feel.

There are a wide range of car enthusiasts
each with his (or her) own specifications.
Some garage additions, whether attached
or detached, are effectively museums. One
such addition was designed as an antique
car barn, including four-inch thick, rough
wood floors, and individual bays for each

piece of art. Other garage projects are fo-
cused on automobile maintenance and re-
pair. These often have automatic lifts, simi-
lar to your local repair shop, which allow
for easy access and even provide additional
storage. One Great Falls garage was de-
signed and built so that a father could share
his knowledge and interest in cars with his
sons.

Sports fanaticism often drives remodel-
ing design. Sometimes, modestly designed
trophy areas for displaying family victories
are included. Other times, whole rooms pay
homage to (most often out of town) favor-
ite college or professional sports teams. Real
stadium seats, painted murals of favorite
scenes, and custom flooring made to look
like ball fields are all a part of the fun.

Are salt-water aquariums your thing?
While they aren’t for everyone due to the
significant maintenance, technology and in-
vestment required, some homeowners find
the colors and peaceful setting captivating.
For one local enthusiast we installed a
7,000-gallon live coral reef. The weight of
the aquarium required the floor be rein-
forced with steel beams, a crane was needed
to set the glass tank, and a separate con-
trol/filter room was added.

Many designs incorporate a trend towards
enjoying and collecting wine. A very effi-
cient and relatively inexpensive approach
is to purchase specialized wine refrigera-
tors. These vary in size from small under-
counter units, appropriate for a kitchen or
bar area, to large full-size units most often
installed in unfinished areas of the base-

ment. For the wine aficionados, fully con-
ditioned wine rooms with custom-made
wood racking for storage have become com-
mon in luxury homes. And for a really nice
touch, these rooms are designed to include
a tasting area or even full-size dining ar-
eas, similar to many stylish restaurants.

Art collections, whether pop or classical,
often drive remodeling design decisions. For
example, hallways are widened to create
galleries and sophisticated specialty light-
ing is installed, based upon the type of art
work, natural light etc. One such project in

Great Falls involved creating a generous
gallery to feature original antique movie
posters.

So the questions remains, what’s your pas-
sion? By working closely with an experi-
enced design build remodeler who has ac-
cess to a whole host of specialty designers
and experts, your dreams of an at-home
museum, sanctuary, tasting room, etc. may
well be within reach.

Joshua Baker is founder of Bowa Build-
ers.

Remodeling: An Opportunity To Follow One’s Passion
Adding that
personal touch.

Classic car gets a classic space as part of this whole house BOWA
renovation in Arlington.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

W
hether planning a dinner
party for friends, a roman
tic meal for two or a break
fast surprise for children,

local designers say simple accents can cre-
ate a festive atmosphere on Valentine’s Day.
First on the list of suggestions: originality.

“I feel that things like oversized balloons
and little bears with stuffed hearts have
been overdone so much that I would maybe
stay away from those,” said Angela Phelps
of Le Village Marche in Arlington. “Look for
things that are more creative.”

One way to make guests or family feel
special is with lightly scented conversation
heart candles and soaps. “They’re cute and
quirky,” said McLean resident Penelope Bell
of the Dandelion Patch in Reston, Vienna,
Leesburg and Washington, D.C. “I would put
them in a powder room for guests if you’re
having a Valentine’s Day gathering. You
could display them in a small soap or cylin-
drical glass vase.”

Designers say subtle home accents can be
used to express affection. “You can display
Valentine’s-themed glass plates that can be
used to hold candy or a little glass heart,”

said Judy Philactos of Periwinkle in Wash-
ington, D.C. Small glass hearts can be
grouped or scattered on an accent table as
an expression of love.

Phelps recommends Valentine-themed
vintage postcards, which can be used for
more than correspondence. “[These] glit-
tering greetings are fun for decorating as
well.”

Philactos strings lace-trimmed, heart-
shaped Valentine’s Day cards to make a gar-
land that can be hung on a mantle to add
burst of color. She also loops a ribbon
through the cards and hangs them on a
metal photo tree to create a Cupid-worthy
accent piece.

Decorative candles can create an air of
romance or festivity. “I’ve used pink, lightly
scented bubbled glass candles,” said Phelps.
“If you put three or four of those together, I
think they look really, really nice.”

When it comes to the table, Phelps sug-
gests moving beyond red.

“I think if you are decorating a table for a
romantic dinner, you can never go wrong
with candles or fresh flowers,” said Phelps.
“You can do a white theme with little bits
of red. [Valentine’s Day table settings] don’t

Valentine’s Day Décor In honor of Cupid’s day, share ideas for
sweetening a home or dining table.

See Décor,  Page 21

When it comes to Valentine’s Day
sweets, designers say get creative.
Heart shaped chocolates made
with marzipan or coated with a
red-hued, white chocolate not only
taste great, but are beautiful to
display.

Alexandria-based floral designer
Gerry Rogers of Petal’s Edge Floral
Design says tulips and gerbera
daisies can be colorful alternatives
to roses in Valentine’s Day ar-
rangements.
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always have to be all red, and it
doesn’t always have to be roses.”

Floral designer Gerry Rogers of
Petal’s Edge Floral Design in Alex-
andria says floral options are plen-
tiful. “February is a great time of
year for flowers. We’re starting to
get a lot of spring flowers back in,”
said Rogers “Things like anemone
and tulips and sometimes even
peonies and sweet pea. Gerbera
daisies can be a playful or color-
ful choice, and orchids are great
for someone who likes something
a little more exotic.”

Potomac-based floral designer
Evelyn Kinville suggests looking to
nature for inspiration. “You can
create an arrangement that looks
like you went out for a walk in a
woodsy area and found some nice
vines and grasses,” said Kinville of
Behnke’s Florist in Potomac. “You
can mix those with roses or hy-
drangeas. These arrangements
make nice accents for end tables
or coffee tables.”

There is an abundance of
choices for even for the youngest
celebrants. “Valentine’s-themed
cupcake liners are nice for chil-
dren,” said Phelps. The cupcakes
can be displayed on a wide-
rimmed, footed cake plate and tied
with a colorful ribbon.

Some designers say no
Valentine’s Day is complete with-
out candy, and it is possible to get
creative with sweets. “There are
heart-shaped candies made from
marzipan or coated with a red-
hued, white chocolate shell and
filled with Calvados or raspberry
ganache,” said Philactos.

Décor

Decorative candles create
an air of romance or
festivity.

P
h
o

t
o

 
c
o

u
r
t
e
s
y
 
o

f
 
A

n
g
e
l
a
 
P
h
e
l
p
s



22  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 9-15, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

© Google Map data

4  108 Franklin Street,
Alexandria — $1,275,000

7

6

8

2

3
1

9

5
4

Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ....... Sold Price .... Type ........ Lot AC . PostalCode .... Subdivision ...... Date Sold

1  712 PRINCE ST #1 ................ 5 .. 5 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $2,200,000 .... Townhouse ................... 22314 . SWANN DAINGERFIELD . 12/19/11

2  1500 COLLINGWOOD RD ...... 8 .. 7 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,850,000 .... Detached ...... 0.85 ....... 22308 ....... COLLINGWOOD ....... 12/14/11

3  518 DUKE ST ........................ 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,360,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.04 ....... 22314 .......... OLD TOWN .......... 12/28/11

4  108 FRANKLIN ST ................. 3 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,275,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.03 ....... 22314 ..... BACKYARD BOATS ..... 12/02/11

5  409 UNION ST S ................... 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,243,750 .... Townhouse ... 0.04 ....... 22314 .......... OLD TOWN .......... 12/28/11

6  103 QUAY ST ........................ 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $960,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.04 ....... 22314 .......... OLD TOWN .......... 12/31/11

7  2715 KING ST ....................... 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $955,000 .... Detached ...... 0.21 ....... 22302 ............ SUMMIT ............ 12/15/11

8  610 OAKLEY PL ..................... 4 .. 4 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $930,000 .... Detached ...... 0.29 ....... 22302 ...... TIMBER BRANCH ...... 12/09/11

9  2202 TRAIES CT .................... 4 .. 4 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $900,000 .... Detached ...... 0.39 ....... 22306 ........... KIRKSIDE ............ 12/16/11

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Connection

Top Sales in
December 2011

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE
2  1500 Collingwood Road,

Mount Vernon — $1,850,000

5  409 Union Street South,
Alexandria — $1,243,750

6  103 Quay Street,
Alexandria — $960,000

8  610 Oakley Place, Alexandria — $930,000

9  2202 Traies Court, Mount Vernon — $900,000
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See Sports Briefs,  Page 24

TC Boys’ Indoor
Track Wins Districts

The T.C. Williams boys’ track and field
team won the 2012 Patriot District cham-
pionship, beating defending champion
Annandale by 17 points last week at Epis-
copal High School.

Jonathan Anderson won the shot put
title with a throw of 51 feet, 1 inch and
was part of a 1-2-4 finish for the Titans
in the event. Mohammed Sesay took sec-
ond (48-5) and Jose Urrutia finished
fourth (43-1), each qualifying for
regionals.

Kahron Lee won the high jump for the
Titans with a personal-best-tying mark
of 6 feet, 4 inches, part of a 1-4-5 team
finish in the event. Devon Cooper (6-0)

placed fourth and Za’Quan Summers (5-10)
was fifth.

Anderson and Lee each qualified for states
in their respective events in late February.

On the track, Percy Haskins won the 55-
meter hurdles with a personal-best time of
8.1 seconds. Summers took second in the
55-meter dash with a state-qualifying time
of 6.57 seconds. He also finished third in
the 300 with a personal-best 37.14.

In girls’ action, T.C. Williams took third
with 70.5 points, finishing behind South
County (165) and Lake Braddock (89).

Ayzha Ward won the shot put title with a
throw of 37-10, more than nine feet better
than the nearest competitor. Jennifer Zhu
placed second in the high jump (4-8) and
Sydney Schaedel took second in the pole
vault with a state-qualifying mark of 9 feet,
6 inches.

The 4x400 relay team of Schaedel, Shan-
non Smythe, Kathryn Hendley and Morgan
Lataillade won a district title with a team
best 4 minutes, 7.8 seconds.

The 4x200 relay team of Jada Toote,
Hendley, Indya Weaver and Lataillade fin-
ished third with a time of 1:52.24.

The top-six finishers in each event and
the top-three relays earned a trip to
regionals, which will be held Feb. 18 at
George Mason University. The Titans fin-
ished with 28 individual entries and three
relays qualifying for regionals.

TC’S Girard Qualifies
For Regionals

Grace Girard, T.C. Williams’ lone competi-
tor, qualified for regionals on floor, bars and

beam during the Patriot District gymnas-
tics meet on Feb. 3 at Lake Braddock
Secondary School.

Girard, a freshman at Minnie Howard,
placed fifth on floor (9.1, tie), sixth on
bars (8.65), seventh on beam (8.325)
and ninth on vault (8.8, tie). A top-eight
finish earns a trip to regionals.

Girard finished sixth in the all-around
competition with a total of 34.875. Lake
Braddock’s Caitlin Liberatore won the all-
around with a 36.6, followed by Lee’s
Leah Michetti (36.15) and Katie Stewart
(36.025) and West Potomac’s Monica
Thompson (35.8). The top four in the all-
around earn a regional berth.

Regionals will be held at 3:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 10 at Lake Braddock.

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
he T.C. Williams boys’ basket-
ball team held a slim lead
against Lake Braddock early in
the fourth quarter when for-

ward T.J. Huggins got the ball in front of
the Titans’ bench.

The senior had an opportunity to shoot a
3-pointer or attack the basket. Instead he
hesitated, and then fired up an airball. Head
coach Julian King wasn’t pleased with the
decision making of one of his best players,
and he let Huggins know it.

“With him being a senior, him being a two-
year starter for us and being probably our
best player, there should be no hesitation,”
King said. “It’s either a shot or a drive to
the basket.”

Shortly after their conversation, Huggins
knocked down a 3-pointer from the left cor-
ner — the scene of his previous mishap.
Later, with a chance to bury the Bruins,
Huggins made six straight free-throw at-
tempts in the final 25 seconds to lift the
Titans to a 65-54 victory on Feb. 7 during
senior night at The Garden.

Huggins finished with 28 points and 10
rebounds during the final regular season
home game of his career, helping TC im-
prove to 12-9, including 8-5 in the Patriot
District. With the district tournament be-
ginning Feb. 14, King said the Titans have
the talent to compete in the postseason —
Landon Moss scored 15 points against Lake
Braddock and Jordan Byrd added 13 — but
the team has to cut out mental lapses.

Huggins quickly made up for his hesita-
tion gaffe against the Bruins. How will the
Titans respond in the postseason?

“We have the talent, I think we have the
right pieces, it’s just a matter of us putting
it together for 32 minutes,” King said. “We
either have a slow start or we have a fast

start and we taper off toward the middle or
toward the end.”

A 12-9 record is considered a down year
for a program that has won four of the last
five Northern Region championships. With
only a Feb. 10 contest at Annandale remain-
ing in the regular season, the Titans could
finish in a tie for second in the district stand-
ings or as low as tied for fourth depending
on how things play out amongst South
County (9-4), Lake Braddock (8-5) and
West Potomac (8-5). Woodson (12-1) has
secured the district’s top seed.

“For other people, they don’t fear us,”
King said. “They don’t fear us at all. Their
thing is hang tough with us and hopefully
[we’ll] fold mentally toward the end. As far
as us going in, it should put a chip on our
shoulders because we haven’t gone into the
playoffs with this many losses before.”

Huggins said the Titans are no longer a
focal point of opposing teams.

“It feels like the target isn’t on our backs
anymore,” he said. “It’s been on our backs
for the past few years. Now we can just go
out and play. I won’t say there’s less pres-
sure. We still won the district last year so we
still want to repeat, but we’re not No. 1.”

Seniors Byrd, point guard Daquan
Kerman and post Damoni Moore also played
in their final regular season home game at
The Garden. King said he relies on Kerman
for leadership and would like the other se-
niors to be more vocal toward younger play-
ers.

“Daquan Kerman has been with me four
years,” King said. “He’s a three-year starter.
He’s been through the ups and downs dur-
ing the past few yeas. He means so much to
us not only because he handles the ball for
us 90 percent of the time, but just because
he’s been there, he’s experienced it. There’s
nothing he hasn’t seen. I’m expecting that
experience to filter through him and
throughout the rest of the team.”

TC’s Huggins Shines During Senior Night Victory
Titans looking to cut out mental lapses
with postseason approaching.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

T.C. Williams senior T.J. Huggins scored 28 points on senior night during
a 65-54 victory against Lake Braddock on Feb. 7 at The Garden.

Sports Briefs
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703.683.0777

Fitness Together Alexandria
300 North Washington Street, Suite 106 • Alexandria, VA 22314

FitnessTogether.com/alexandria

®

From Page 23

Sports

See Sports Briefs,  Page 25

MidAtlantic Erg
Sprints Held Feb. 4

The world’s third largest indoor rowing competi-
tion took place in Alexandria this past Saturday, with
the holding of the MidAtlantic Erg Sprints at T.C.
Williams High School on Feb. 4.

This is the 27th year Alexandria has hosted the
competition, which featured the largest turnout in
its history. In total, 1,572 athletes from 56 high
schools, 38 rowing clubs, 10 colleges, and six fit-
ness clubs competed in this year’s event, rowing
3,719,076 meters — or 2,310.9 miles — along the
way. The event was organized and staffed by 210
volunteers — 160 adults and 50 students.

In addition to rowers from the T.C. Williams Crew
Team, high schools represented in this year’s com-
petition included Bishop Ireton, West Potomac, Tho-
mas Jefferson, McLean, Yorktown, Washington &
Lee, Bishop O’Connell, Lake Braddock, James Madi-
son, St. Albans, Gonzaga, Georgetown Visitation, Na-
tional Cathedral, Walt Whitman, Wilson, and
Bethesda-Chevy Chase.

Collegiate athletes competing in this year’s event

Sports Briefs

The T.C. Williams boys’ indoor track team won the 2012 Patriot District championship.
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T.C. Williams freshman Grace Girard
qualified for regionals in three events
during the Patriot District gymnastics
meet on Feb. 3.
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From Page 24

Sports

came from George Mason, the
University of Virginia,
Georgetown, George Washington
University, the Naval Academy and
Duke.

Also competing were members
of the Alexandria Community
Rowing club — which, like the T.C.
Williams Crew Team, rows out of
the Dee Campbell Boathouse in
Old Town — as well as clubs such
as the Potomac Boat Club,
Occoquan Boat Club, Oakton Mas-
ters Rowing, Prince William Row-
ing Club, Capital Rowing Club,
Rock Creek Rowing, Baltimore
Rowing Club, Annapolis Rowing
Club, and the Atlanta Rowing
Club.

The event also featured
Wounded Warriors and other
adaptive rowers from Athletes
Without Limits, the U.S.
Paralympics Military Program, and
the Capital Rowing Club.  The
MidAtlantic Erg Sprints was one
of the first indoor rowing compe-
titions in the United States to fea-
ture adaptive rowing events,
which are designed for individu-
als with disabilities.

As a result of their times at the
MidAtlantic Erg Sprints, six ath-
letes have qualified for and will

T.C. Williams
junior rower
Nadia
Magallon
competes in
the 27th
MidAtlantic
Erg Sprints
while fellow
junior and
T.C. crew
team mem-
ber
Alexandra
Lemke looks
on.S

u
b
m

i
t
t
e
d
 
p
h
o

t
o

now compete in the World Indoor
Rowing Championship — also
known as the CRASH-B Sprints —
which will be held in Boston on
Feb. 19. The six qualifiers are:
Matt Miller with the Potomac Boat
Club, who qualified with a time of
05:51.7 in the Open Men’s 2000
meter race; Cynthia Cole with the
Washington Rowing School, who
qualified with a time of 08:04.0
in the Veteran Women’s (age 55-
59) 2000 meter race; Jill Gardner
with the Potomac Boat Club, who
qualified with a time of 08:05.2
in the Veteran Women’s (age 60-
64) 2000 meter race; Bob Spousta
with the Occoquan Boat Club, who

one day but it should occur more than once a year.”
Cook said, “It’s a nice symbol of loving relation-

ships. I think love is sort of the fuel of life, we don’t
go far without it. It’s nice to have reminders out there
that love is there for the taking. It taps into some-
thing very core for us.”

Padgett said, “I’m sure Valentine’s Day can cause
problems for couples if there’s expectations that
aren’t expressed and they aren’t met. It can be a
source of problems for couples but can also be an
opportunity to express in a deeper way what maybe
you don’t express every day.”

Despite all their experience with relationship
troubles, the therapists interviewed were optimistic
about the fate of love in the modern world.

“It’s very possible to have the loving relationships
that we all need and desire,” said Cook. If we can
take a risk by being open. If we can soften our an-
ger. If we can do those things that are required and
rebuild our hearts, we can find the love that we want.
It’s no longer a mystery, don’t give up hope.”

“Cherish your relationships,” said Padgett. “They’re
very important for your health and longevity. Do
whatever it takes.”

Sundar Cook, Psy.D can be reached at 571-327-
0194 or www.sundarcook.com. Senovia Ross, LMFT
can be found at 703-957-7874 or
www.freeyourselftherapy.com. Linda Padgett, resi-
dent, can be reached at 703-468-8797. Susan Davis,
LCSW, BCD can be found at 703-549- 6000 or
www.ftia.net.

Therapists on Love
Valentine‘s Day

From Page 7

qualified with a time of 06:35.1 in the Veteran Men’s
(age 60-64) 2000 meter race; Kenneth Boyle with
the Railhouse Brewery Rowing Club, who qualified
with a time of 07:35.1 in the Veteran Men’s (age 70-
74) 2000 meter race; and, Katherine Toothman with
St. Andrew’s School in  Delaware, who qualified with
a time of 07:04.4 in the Junior Women’s (age 18-
19) 2000 meter race.

And, in a one-of-a-kind competition, John Ryan
of Crownsville, Md. not only rowed a complete mara-
thon — 42,195 meters, or 26.2 miles — but did so
with the fastest time posted so far in the U.S. this
year: 2:45:56.5. For complete results of the 27th
MidAtlantic Erg Sprints, visit http://
www.ergsprints.com/results/.

The MidAtlantic Erg Sprints were first held in Al-
exandria in January 1986.  The event is sponsored
by the Alexandria Crew Boosters.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

0

Great
Job Opportunity!

Work at Historic Mount Vernon

Part-Time Tour Guide positions

Call or email: Gail Cassidy 703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Delivery Drivers
$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS

Return Home Everyday
Reinhart FoodService, an industry leader in 
wholesale Food distribution, has Delivery 
Driver positions open in the Springfield/Wash-
ington DC area.  Operating a tractor-trailer, 
you will be responsible for delivering, unload-
ing, and collecting payments.  Positions re-
quire a valid Class A CDL license, with a min-
imum 1+ driving experience, solid customer 
service skills, and ability to lift up to 80 lbs., 
and a good driving record. Reinhart Delivery 
Drivers   receive   excellent  pay  and  benefits. 

Visit us at:  www.RFShires.com
Or Call- 1-877-573-7447
AAP, EEO, M/F/H/V/D, 
Drug Free Workplace

Delivery Drivers/
Independent Contractors
Need reliable vehicle for same day 

deliveries.  Call 800-818-7958

Executive Admin Position
Consulting firm in Old Town Alex 

seeking FT exec admin. person. Respon-
sibilities include general office duties as 
assigned and supporting principal.  Easy 
going nature and hardworking a must. 

Knowledge of Office 2010 required.  Pay 
is commensurate with experience.  
Dress is casual.   Please email your 
resume and salary requirements to

info@revparintl.com  
No telephone calls please. 

PANERA BREAD
Now Hiring:     BAKERS

Alexandria, VA
Panera Bread is seeking full time night 

shift Bakers our bakery-cafes at our 
bakery-cafes located in Alexandria, VA. 

We offer competitive pay and benefits for 
FT, 401(k) & more. To apply, go to 
www.panerabread.jobs, “Hourly 

Associate, Catering, & Baker candidates”, 
enter appropriate zip code. EOE

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
Large private pediatric practice with two 

offices in Fair Oaks & Centreville seeking 
Full-Time PNP. 

Two years office based experience preferred.  
Experience with electronic medical records 
desired.  Competitive salary and excellent 

benefits.  March start date.  

Fax CV to: 703-391-2919, 
Attn: NP Recruiter, or email

saleenadakin@fairfaxpeds.com.

REAL ESTATE CLASSES

300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314

Interested in a career in real estate but not
sure if this is right for you? Have questions

about what to expect?  Do you wonder if the
stories of 6 figure incomes are really true?

Pick up the phone and give Maxine a call at
703-836-1464 to learn more or register today.

PenFed Realty

Sr. Health Services Mgr
Super/eval work activities of med, thera-
py, nursing, clerical, service & maint 
personnel. Maint good commuc w/med 
staff & other personnel to develop & 
maint comp recrd mgmt systems, per-
sonnel activities/info, fiscal oper, bdgt 
plan, space & equip availability checks. 
Req: Masters in Public Health or Long-
term care admin. Resume: NOVA Re-
hab, Corp., 5701A General Washington 
Drive, Alexandria, VA 22312

Teaism Old Town Opening March 2012! 

NOW HIRING
Cashiers, Bus, Dish, Tea Makers, and  

Cooks 

Email resume to teaismjobs@gmail.com 
and/or be sure to attend our interview day

Wed. 2/8 at682 N. St. Asaph St from 
10am to 4pm! www.Teaism.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase
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Potomac

Washington,
D.C.
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Chantilly
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Arlington
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Fairfax

Fairfax
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North
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Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Mrs. Juanita Helen McCraw Holst, 84, of Pilot 
Mountain, widow of Mr. Elmer Holst, LLD, passed away 
Friday, February 3, 2012, at the Joan and Howard Woltz 
Hospice Home in Dobson.  She was born February 9, 1927, 
in Surry County, to the late William Monroe McCraw and Ora 
Johnson McCraw Snow.  She retired from Riggs National 
Bank in Washington, DC, and was a member of White Plains 
Friends Meeting.  Surviving are a sister, Sandra Collins of 
Dobson; three brothers and sisters-in-law, Billy and Carol P. 
Snow of Dobson, Jimmy and Shirley Snow of Winston-
Salem, and Jerry and Carol E. Snow of Elkin; several nieces 
and nephews; and several great nieces and nephews.  In ad-
dition to her husband and parents, Mrs. Holst was preceded 
in death by two sisters, Virginia Kerley and Jessie Elder.  The 
funeral service will be held Tuesday, February 7, 2012, at 
11:00 AM at White Plains Friends Meeting, with the Rev. 
Jake Penley officiating.  Burial will follow in the New Hope 
Baptist Church Cemetery.  The family will receive friends 
Tuesday from 10:00 AM until the time of the service at White 
Plains Friends Meeting.  Memorials may be made to the New 
Hope Baptist Church Cemetery Fund, P.O. Box 955, Dob-
son, NC  27017; White Plains Friends Meeting, 849 Old 
Highway 601, Mount Airy, NC  27030; or Heritage Presbyteri-
an Church, 8502 Fort Hunt Road,, Alexandria, VA  22308.  
The family would like to express a “special thanks” to the 
staff of the Joan and Howard Woltz Hospice Home.  Moody 
Funeral Services in Mount Airy is serving the family.  Online 
condolences may be made at 
www.moodyfuneralservices.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Dabky, Inc trading as Zikrayet,
2006 Eisenhower Avenue, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Mixed Beverage and Beer and 
Wine on Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Joyce Abdallah, 
Vice President.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

105 Health & Fitness

Zumba/Gold. Let’s Dance 
and lose weight. Join us ev-
ery Sat at Boys & Girls 
Club,  401 Payne St., Alex-
andria.   Classes begin Feb 
18, 1:30-2:30PM.  First 
class is free and $5 per 
class.  Joan , 571-337-7692
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Yates Kingstowne Service, LLC trading as 
Yates Kingstowne Service, 6700 S Van Dorn St. 
Alexandria, VA 22315. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for wine 
and beer off premises license to sell or manu-
facture alcoholic beverages. Jason Yates, Presi-
dent
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license 
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days 
from the publishing date of the first of two re-
quired newspaper legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200

DENEGRE, Louise Radford, 90, of Irving-
ton, VA, died on February 3, 2012.  Louise was 
born July 28, 1921 in Evanston, Illinois, the 
daughter of the late Earle Radford and Rose 
Griffiths.  She grew up in Kansas City, Missouri, 
attending Sunset Hill School.  She attended 
Connecticut College for Women earning a BA 
degree in 1944. She married Thomas Bayne 
Denegre, Jr. in 1943.  During WWII, while Tom 
served in submarines in the Pacific, she volun-
teered for the Red Cross and the USO. Her first 
son, Thomas Bayne Denegre III was born in 
1944. 

After the war, Navy duty took the family to Ha-
waii, New Orleans, Key West, New London, and 
Arlington, Va.  Second son John Baldwin Dene-
gre was born in 1949, and daughter Eleanor 
Radford Denegre in 1954. 

The Denegres lived three years in Brussels, 
Belgium where Louise was honored by the Bel-
gian Navy and received the U.S. MAAG Letter 
of Commendation. 

Following Brussels, they left Navy life and re-
turned to Louise’s Kansas City home where 
Tom started a career in banking.  In 1967 they 
moved to Alexandria, Va, were Louise enjoyed 
volunteer work at the National Gallery of Art, the 
Corcoran Art Gallery, Gunston Hall Plantation, 
the Alexandria Athenaeum, and was a member 
of the Hunting Creek Garden Club. 

In 1972, they moved to their riverside house, 
Pop Castle, in White Stone,Va., and in1998, 
they moved to Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury, Irvington, Va.   

Louise was active in the beginning of Historic 
Christ Church Volunteers, chairing the first by-
laws committee.  She was Chairman of Volun-
teers, and was Director of the Historic Christ 
Church (HCC) Foundation board from 1981-
1987. She was the first woman President of the 
HCC Foundation from 1983-1986.  In recogni-
tion of her HCC work, Louise was awarded the 
National Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution Silver Good Citizenship Medal in 
1990.  Louise continued volunteer work at HCC 

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of 

the code of the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department located at 2003 

Mill Road, Alexandria, VA 22314 is now in 
possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other 
items. All persons having valid claim to the 

property should file a claim to the property with 
reasonable proof of ownership or the items will 

be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a 
complete listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the 
Police Property Unit at (703) 838-4709.

TAKE NOTICE

The City Council of the City of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia will be attending Local Government Day, 
Thursday, February 9. 2012, at the Richmond 
Marriott, located at 500 East Broad Street in 
downtown Richmond, VA.  There will also be a 
joint dinner with Arlington County with the City’s 
Legislative Delegation at Gibson's Grill, which is 
located at 7th and Broad Street following the Lo-
cal Government Day Activities.   There will be 
three or more Council members in attendance.

For information, please call (703) 746-4550.

Jacqueline M. Henderson
City Clerk and Clerk of Council

Legal Notices

for many years thereafter. 

As a member of Grace Episcopal Church, Kil-
marnock, VA, she served on the Altar Guild and 
sang in the choir for 26 years.  She volunteered 
at the Lancaster Community Library and served 
on the Board.  Also she served on the Board of 
Mary Ball Washington Museum and was a 
founder of the Christmas Greens  

Sale. She served on the Board of the Rappa-
hannock Foundation for the Arts.  She was a 
member of the Garden Club of the Northern 
Neck, and the Colonial Dames.  

Louise enjoyed tennis and sailing, and adored 
the companionship of her Cavalier King
Charles 
Spaniels.   

She is survived by her husband, and her 
children Tom, John and Eleanor.    

A memorial service and interment will be held
at 
2:00 p.m. Friday, April 13 at Historic Christ 
Church, Irvington, VA, with The Reverend
David 
May officiating.  A reception will follow on the 
church grounds. 

Memorial contributions may be made to The 
Historic Christ Church Foundation, and The 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury 
Foundation.

Neighborhoods

Old Town
HAF LIVES - “Towners, I don’t know

where this winter has gone since we last
talked. All I really know is I woke up last
Tuesday, Feb 2, to be told by the person
I live with that it’s Groundhog Day and
I can come out, now. So, I promptly did
and I know you missed me.

First things first. As you probably
know, the Historic Alexandria
Foundation’s wonderfully successful
annual antiques show — for the first
time in years — didn’t happen last fall.
Culprit for the temporary postponement
for this icon — which has raised tens of
thousands for preservation and restora-
tions projects in our town over the years
— was the lousy economy and related
factors. But I can tell you on excellent
authority the show and all its trimmings
will return. Meantime, the city’s other
major antiques show, Antiques in Alex-
andria, will pick up the slack next month
with a four-day barn burner from March
8 to 11. Venue this year is the Waterford
at the intersection of I-95 and Franconia
Road in Springfield. More on this show
later.

Let’s get back to the HAF activities, a

primary love of ours for lots of years.
President Morgan Delaney promises
that the Foundation’s demise is tempo-
rary and a lot of exciting things are in
the planning stage.

For example, the very popular book
“Historic Alexandria Street by Street,” a
treasure trove about how we came to be,
is being expanded for publication
shortly. A publication about the restora-
tion work of Polly Hulfish, profusely
illustrated, is now being developed for
release next year. And even though the
Antiques Show is taking a rest, the Ath-
enaeum hosted HAF’s fund-raising
“Toasting Our Town” in November and
the annual HAF meeting and garden
party will hit the boards as usual this
summer. Grants from the Historic Alex-
andria Preservation Fund will be
announced at the meeting.

For up to date information about HAF
doings, check out the website at
www.historicalexandria foundation.org.
The Foundation’s e-mail address is
haf@erols.com.

‘Towners, it’s good to be back with
you. We’re going to have a lot of fun
talking about hot news this spring, such
as bike rentals, lunch carts on the

Square and those pesky flying saucers.
More later.

— Bob Feldkamp

Seminary Valley
Good news for the West End … Café

Pizzaiolo has come to Cameron Station.
Located in the former Food Matters
space, the restaurant has locations on
Fern Street and in Crystal City. Those
familiar with those locations know that
the food ranges from pizza, pasta, sal-
ads and gelato, and it features a variety
of wines. The Cameron Station location
is hosting a Wine Dinner with Casa
Larga Winery this Thursday, Feb. 9; call
703-963-3944 for more information.

In other retail news, the developers of
the new Beauregard Corridor are host-
ing a community open house on Feb. 11
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the Shops
at Mark Center. The Corridor Plan fea-
tures parks, an athletic field, a new fire
station, transportation improvements,
restaurants and a brand new grocery
store.

Springlike weather may have you
thinking about getting a good garden
plan together or ordering seeds to start.

Alexandria’s own Green Springs Garden
is only a few miles away, just down
Little River Turnpike. Green Spring’s
February offerings include: “Starting
From Scratch With Seeds” on Feb. 11
and “Collaborating with Native Wild
Plants” on Feb. 12, followed by “Yoga
for Gardeners” on Feb. 13. Children’s
programs, master gardeners and a plant
shop are also onsite; go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp for
more information.

Sometimes a walk down memory lane
is instructive: Bob Bates, our Peele Place
neighbor who wrote this column for
many years, reported in January 1993
that Patrick Henry School celebrated its
40th anniversary … which means that
the school’s 50th must be just around
the corner! In that same month, Anne
Lipnick was put in charge of the school’s
Parent Resource Center and Patrick
Henry received a Level III Computer
Learning Certification. And, in a
followup to home sales figures from my
last column, Seminary Valley home sales
were on the rise from the 1992 reces-
sion, with a median sales price of
$202,000. Home prices ranged from
$165,000 to $277,250.

— Mia Jones

specifically designed for the
ACPS Office of the Superinten-
dent.

Now is not the time for raises,
now is not the time to employ as-
sistants for assistants while we cut
teaching and staff positions at 54
percent of our middle schools.

Every available cent should be
allocated towards the future of the
children sitting in our school’s
classrooms and those that shortly
will. With all due respect, I believe
this budget is representative of a
future of mediocrity for our
schools and, I for one, refuse to
accept mediocrity when it comes
to our children’s education.

Scott Gordon
Candidate, Alexandria City

Council

Parent-Teacher
Conferences
To the Editor:

With the start of the new calen-
dar year, tasked with assembling
our family’s master schedule I was
surprised to discover that the win-
ter Parent-Teacher conferences
were not on the ACPS calendar for
secondary school students. Think-
ing that an error of omission oc-
curred I called T.C.Williams where
my sons are enrolled, discovering
that the administrative staff was
also perplexed by their absence. I
was phoned back with confirma-
tion that they had never been
scheduled

I find parent teacher conferences
extremely valuable in aiding and
supporting my student’s educa-
tion. Meeting with his teachers lets
me know what his performance is
like in the class, does he engage
with the material presented and
with his class mates, are his con-

tributions worthy of his talents —
offering context for what the let-
ter grade means and sometimes
explaining, and validating the
complaints I hear. At this time of
year, meeting with teachers allows
me to gauge which classes he
should consider for his future and
if any skills need to be addressed
to further assure his success. It is
advice and direction offered by the
professionals who works with my
student consistently that influ-
ences our choices.

Because I find them so produc-
tive, I began to ask why would
Parent-Teacher conferences be
cancelled. Every professional in
the building, teachers and guid-
ance counselors alike also found
Parent-Teacher conferences to be
an effective tool of education, la-
menting their cancellation, noting
that the decision to end them came
from central office.

Pursuing the line inquiry, I e-
mailed a school board member to
further discover the reason behind
eliminating the second conference
period and was presented with a
fascinating response. They were
cancelled, I was told so as to ac-
commodate IAP conferences,
which had a parent attendance
rate of 84 percent compared to a
25 percent attendance rate at Par-
ent-Teacher conferences.

I find these figures dubious at
best for two reasons. The first, is
that comparing attendance rates
is like comparing apples to
cumquats. IAPs are initiated with
a phone call from the guidance de-
partment directly to the parent,
two adults coordinate a time to
meet, the parent then comes into
the Learning Community Office, a
well identified central location. In
contrast Parent-Teacher confer-
ences involve a piece of paper
mailed home, and then handed to

the student to bring around to all
of their teachers to assign a meet-
ing time, the student is then also
responsible for including room
numbers for the individual class-
rooms assuming that the paper
made it to school and was re-
moved from the backpack at all.
The inherent flaw in scheduling
Parent Teacher conferences is that
it is dependent on the student’s
investment in the process. There
is little incentive for a student per-
forming poorly to connect their
parents with their teachers.

The board member I communi-
cated with related as evidence of
the failure of the Parent Teacher
model that there is a teacher who
has both AP and regular English
12 classes noting that all of the
parents of the AP students come
to conferences, and none of the
parents of students enrolled in
English 12 make it in. I submit that
the anecdote better illustrates that
successful students have parents
deeply involved in their education.
I have seen many fathers and par-
ents wearing the uniforms of their
jobs attending parent teacher con-
ferences, making the effort to
show up sometimes with their stu-
dent serving as translators because
they know that attending these
meetings is important. There is a
symbolism expressed simply by
showing up that their student is
worth the effort, a message that is
not lost on teachers or students.

With the resources and commit-
ment used to support IAP scheduling
there would be a better attendance
rate at Parent - Teacher conferences. I
urge ACPS to place winter conferences
back on the schedule for next year be-
cause if the district is serious in seeing
students excel then it needs to make
it easier for parents to access the teach-
ers not just the grades

Tamar Powers

From Page 14

Letters to the Editor

City Ducks
Lots of us are looking forward to

spring right now; Mike Curry and his
colleagues at the National Geographic
Society are looking for the return of a
mallard hen. The hen laid 10 eggs and
hatched them outside the office of the
National Geographic Society last year.
Four of the hatchlings survived despite
the many predators in the city. They
crossed at a crosswalk in parade forma-
tion and went down 16th Street to
Lafayette Square. Mike and three other
people from the National Geographic
Society brought them food and took
care of them, aided by an organization
called City Wildlife.

The mother hen learned to recognize
the three people who came to feed her
and the ducklings; she would waddle to
meet them. Mike and his colleagues
watched the birds grow up and leave;
now they hope that they may come back
this spring. Mike became interested and
did a lot of research about ducks, learn-
ing among other things that it is illegal
to move them over state lines.

— Lois Kelso Hunt
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Theater

‘Josephine Tonight’ Performance
To Benefit Adolescent
Pregnancy Campaign

The Friends of the Alexan-
dria Commission for Women
will host a benefit performance
of “Josephine Tonight” at
MetroStage, Thursday, Feb. 9.
The event, which includes a
pre-performance reception at
6:30 p.m. and a live auction at
intermission, will help raise
awareness of and funding for
the Alexandria Campaign on
Adolescent Pregnancy.

“Josephine Tonight” draws
on the early life of the interna-
tionally known singer, actress
and nightclub sensation who
wowed audiences in America
and Europe in the first quarter
of the 20th century. The show
is appropriate for high school-

aged youth.
The Alexandria Campaign

on Adolescent Pregnancy, a
collaboration of City agencies,
community-based organiza-
tions and community mem-
bers, works with youth and
parents to encourage better
communication, community
involvement and greater un-
derstanding of pregnancy and
other health issues.

Tickets for the performance
are $75, of which $40 is tax
deductible, and can be pur-
chased at http://conta.cc/
yXoHVO.

For more information, email
sarah.watson@alexandriava.gov
or call 703-746-3123.

C. Stanley Photography

Debra Walton, James Alexander, Zurin Villanueva, James T. Lane and
Aisha de Haas in "Josephine Tonight" at MetroStage.

‘Josephine Tonight’ Debuts at MetroStage
By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

L
ong before she sashayed her way to
international acclaim, she was sim-
ply Freda Josephine McDonald, born

to a washerwoman in St. Louis in the early
20th century. But her exotic appeal and sen-
suous performances propelled her onto the
world stage as Josephine Baker, whose early
years are the subject of the musical
“Josephine Tonight,” now playing at
MetroStage.

“I was told this would blow me away and
it definitely lived up to that prediction,” said
Alexandria City Councilwoman Del Pepper
following the Feb. 4 performance. “It is so
powerful, so energetic. Everyone needs to
go see this.”

At the helm of the production is Broad-
way royalty Maurice Hines, who serves as
both director and choreographer for the
show.

“This has been such an incredible experi-
ence,” an enthusiastic Hines said as he
mingled with fans following the show.
“Carolyn [Griffin] is such a giving person
and is truly in love with the theater. She
nurtures artists in a way that is very rare,
which is why we all love working with her.”

With book and lyrics by Sherman Yellen
and music by the late Wally Harper,
“Josephine Tonight” is an ambitious work
that chronicles Baker’s formative years.
Over the course of more than two dozen
musical numbers, Baker transforms herself
from a young awkward teen doing the
“Chicken Strut” for coins outside the local
Piggly-Wiggly to a confident and sophisti-
cated international superstar.

Portraying the famous chanteuse is Zurin
Villanueva, a polished, vivacious and char-
ismatic performer who brings a calculated
and gawky juvenile grace to the role of

young Josephine. Villanueva dazzles the
crowd with her footwork, her smile and her
vocal agility, which was on full display de-
spite an illness earlier in the week.

“I was sick for five or six days and had to
talk through a few of the early perfor-
mances,” Villanueva said. “But the song ‘Get
On With It’ kept ringing in my ears and
helped me make it through tonight.”

Aisha de Hass does dual duty as
Josephine’s mother, Carrie McDonald, and
vaudevillian performer Big Bertha Smith.
With vocals that soar to the rafters, de Haas
pluckily carries out the role’s continuing
task as narrator.

Debra Walton and James Alexander are
the purposely cheesy “Slap Happy Joneses,”
who give young Josephine her first profes-
sional start.  Both tackle multiple roles
throughout the show, as does James T. Lane
as Eddie Baker, one of Josephine’s hus-
bands.

The magical set is the work of scenic de-
signer Klyph Stanford, with costumes by
Helen Hayes award winner Reggie Ray. An
on-stage band conducted by David Alan
Bunn completes the transformation of the
former lumber warehouse on North Royal
Street to that of a world stage fit for the
inimitable Baker.

The script’s narrative of Josephine bumpy
but upward path to fame falls short in only
one area — it ends far too soon and leaves
the audience wanting for more. As delight-
ful a youthful figure as she may have been,
Baker eventually grew to become one of the
elite of great French cabaret singers that
included such names as Edith Piaf, Maurice
Chevalier and Charles Aznavour.

Baker went on to work with Dr. Martin
Luther King on behalf of civil rights and was
the only female to speak at the March on
Washington in 1968. She died in 1975 at
the age of 68 and left the world still want-

ing more.
Behind the

direction and
choreography
of Hines,
“Josephine To-
night” is a daz-
zling display of
talent that tops
anything seen
on Broadway in
recent years.
Once is not
enough for a
show this good.

“Josephine To-
night” is playing
now through
March 18 at
Metro stage,
1201 N. Royal
St., Alexandria.
For tickets or
more informa-
tion, call 703-
548-9044 or
visit www.metro
stage.org.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/The Connection

Director and choreographer Maurice Hines, third from left, and assistant
director Mel Johnson Jr., right, celebrate with the cast of “Josephine
Tonight” following the Feb. 4 performance at MetroStage. Pictured are

James T. Lane, Aisha de Haas,
Maurice Hines, Debra Walton,
Zurin Villanueva,  James Alexander
and Mel Johnson Jr.

Maurice Hines, right, leads the
audience in singing Happy Birth-
day to artistic director Carolyn
Griffin following the Feb. 4
performance of “Josephine
Tonight” at MetroStage.
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Don’t miss
Opera Night

Sunday,
February 26th

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town  •  703-548-9338  •  www.trattoriadafranco.com

Celebrate Valentine’s Day
with the Romance of Italy

Three-course Dinner with Champagne or House Wine
A Red Rose and Chocolates for the Couple

Special
Menu
Includes:

• Linguini Mare Nostrum
• Veal Scaloppini St. Valentino Style
• Filetto di Salmone al Caviar

Jazz Wednesday
Nights

with Bob Williams
on the Piano

Piano Entertainment
Saturday Nights

with Anya

Featuring romantic Valentine’s music with Besty Rudefer & Herb Greenlee on piano.

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
   Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
             Coq au vin • Cassoulet
                 Chef Specials • Venison

Fresh Shad Roe

Old Town

Valentine’s Day Dining
3 Four Course Seatings
Call today for reservations

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Love is in the Air!

The Romance is at

Fine Arts

FEB. 8 TO MARCH 4
Gallery West Presents. The 15th Annual National Juried

Fine Arts Competition for 2012. The juror is Edward J.
Reed, a critically acclaimed, international-award-winning
artist. Reception: Saturday, Feb. 11 from 5 – 8 p.m. At
Gallery West, 1213 King Street in Old Town Alexandria.
Visit www.gallery-west.com.

FEB. 8 THROUGH MARCH 22
“A Palette of Paper - the Collages of Megan Coyle.”

Artist talk on Feb. 18 at 1 p.m. The Center for the Arts,
Caton Merchant Family Gallery in Manassas, will feature
Alexandria resident Megan Coyle’s collage art in a solo
exhibition called “A Palette of Paper.” Coyle’s show will
display portraits of people, animals, as well as landscape
and cityscape collages.

THURSDAY/FEB. 9
Made With Love. 6 to 9 p.m. Free. Fall in love with a

unique work of art as you browse open studios and
galleries and enjoy an evening, complete with flowers,
candy, live music, and more.  At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-4565.

FEB. 13 TO MARCH 25
Cuba Revisited, 2011. Karen Keating, member of Multiple

Exposures Gallery, will be exhibiting new images from her
most recent trip to Cuba, April 2011. Reception is Sunday,
March 4 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.; Artist’s Talk is Thursday,
March 15 from 7 to 8 p.m. At Multiple Exposure Gallery,
Studio #312.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 19
Fears and Phobias. What does it mean to be fearful – to

live and cope with a phobia? The 21 artists in the gallery’s
latest exhibition explore their own interpretations of
various fears and phobias. At the Target Gallery at the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 North Union St.,
Alexandria. At the www.torpedofactory.org/target

NOW THROUGH MARCH 11
GA Gardner: Interconnections. Gardner uses the vibrant

colors and energy of his native Trinidad and Tobago in his
paintings and mixed media works to address our often
complicated relationship with mass communication. Artist’s
reception is Sunday, Jan. 29 from 4 to 6 p.m. At The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St., Alexandria.

NOW THROUGH MARCH 4
“An Affair to Remember.” Embrace artisan handmade

creations made with a little love in February at Scope
Gallery in the Torpedo Factory Art Center. Kiln Club show
at the Scope Gallery, 106 North Union Street, ground floor,
Studio 19, Alexandria. Call the Scope Gallery at 703-548-
6288 or visit www.torpedofactory.org/galleries/scope.htm

Hoecakes & Hospitality: Cooking with Martha Washington
Beginning Feb. 18, Mount Vernon in-

vites visitors to experience a
behind-the-scenes look at the
Washingtons’ kitchen through the new
exhibition, Hoecakes & Hospitality:
Cooking with Martha Washington. On
display inside the Donald W. Reynolds
Museum, this exhibition celebrates food
at Mount Vernon and Martha
Washington’s role as early America’s
premier hostess.  Following food from
the Estate’s field to kitchen to table, visi-
tors will see recipes and cookbooks that
Martha treasured, pots that simmered in
her kitchen, and fine tablewares that
made Mount Vernon’s dining room fit
for a president. For the first time ever,
visitors to the Museum will experience
scents as they explore the exhibition —
smelling cinnamon, coffee, herbs and
warm bread.  Hoecakes & Hospitality:
Cooking with Martha Washington is in-

cluded with general Estate admission:
adults, $15; children ages 6-11, $7; and
children under 5 are admitted free. This
exhibit closes Summer 2013.

Hoecakes & Hospitality: Cooking with
Martha Washington features more than
125 fascinating objects amassed from
Mount Vernon’s collections, other institu-
tions and private lenders.  Among the
highlights are the Washingtons’ dinner
bell, heart-shaped waffle iron, a vente-
sized mug of Chinese porcelain, coffee
mill, three-foot olive jar, presidential din-
ner invitations and other kitchen items. In
addition to displaying Martha
Washington’s cookbook, the exhibition
will feature George Washington’s account
of the food staples used by the household.
Few 18th century domestic utensils sur-
vive today; most wore out from service
and were discarded since they had little
monetary value.  Martha Washington’s

descendants carefully preserved many
objects from Mount Vernon’s kitchen be-
cause of their association with George and
Martha Washington.

In the exhibit, visitors will learn how
the first “first lady” managed to feed
hundreds of guests — in a world with-
out refrigerators, microwaves or
running water. The Washingtons were
known as taste setters for the new na-
tion. Guests at the Washingtons’ dinner
table varied from foreign dignitaries like
the Marquis de Lafayette, to Abigail
Adams, to artists including Charles
Willson Peale.  Recipe cards featuring
the modern versions of Washington fa-
vorites will be available for visitors to
take home and try in their own kitchens.

The exhibition takes a closer look at
the slaves who worked in Mount
Vernon’s kitchen and includes a detailed
timeline of the cooks’ 16-hour day.
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Sweet Nothings
Whether romantic tastes simulate Romeo and Juliet or

Archie and Veronica, The Wanderer knows the language of love

is the same. In short, wine and chocolate spell romance like

nothing else. As usual, The Wanderer knows the scene.

E UNWINED
Woo your love with Chocolate Box Sparkling

Shiraz from Austraila or a delicious assort-

ment of chocolates, cheeses and other

gourmet goodies.

3690 King Street, Bradlee Shopping Center,

703.820.8600, unwinedva.com

D ARTFULLY GIFTS

AND CHOCOLATE
Along with their selection of tempting

sweets Artfully Chocolate has gifts for

everyone on your list. Bears, duckies,

napkins for a festive touch and cards, too!

2003a Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray,

703.635.7917 & 506 John Carlyle Street,

Carlyle, 703.575.8686, ackccocoabar.com

A ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP
Heart-shaped cookies and cakes, pink icing and chocolate,

chocolate, chocolate! Surprise your loved one with a sweet

treat or an entire romantic dinner.

3690 King Street, Bradlee Shopping Center, 703.578.4144,

alexandriapastry.com

THE SUGAR CUBE C
Caramel Charm, Coffee Caresse,

Dreamy Love and Passion Fruit are

just a few of the flavors of the

wonderful heart-shaped truffles.

Really in love? Then the Red

Rosettes Champgne Truffle should

get the message across.

210 North Lee Street, Old Town,

703.548.2868,

sugarcubesweets.com

B RICK’S WINE

& GOURMET
Verona wines are made by the

organic family estate La Cappuccina

located just outside the city walls of

Verona, historical home to Romeo

and Juliet. The labels of The Merlot &

Raboso or Garganega & Sauviginon

blends both feature romantic lines

from the Shakespeare play.

3117 Duke Street, Alexandria

Commons, 703.823.4600,

rickswine.com
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See Entertainment,  Page 33

NOW THROUGH FEB. 26
Love, Politics & Scrabble. The Games People

Play, juried art exhibit at Del Ray Artisans,
inspired by the games people play throughout life.
Del Ray Artisans’ opening reception is Friday, Feb.
3, 7-10 p.m. This juried show explores the
numerous games people play in life, whether
power, Monopoly, manipulation, poker, Angry
Birds, baseball, or gossip. The community is
invited to ‘get their game on’ at Art Games on Feb.
10 and Game Talks on Feb. 25. The exhibit and
Marketplace, with artful Valentine Cards, closes
Feb 26. www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or 703-838-
4827.

THURSDAY/FEB. 9
Kevin Dudley with Special Guest Rickie

Simpkins. 7 p.m. Cost is $10. Born in Dallas,
Texas, now residing in Virginia, Kevin plays guitar
and sings about love, death, diners and most
everything in between. At the Athenaeum, 201
Prince Street, Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035 or
visit nvfaa.org.

Valentine’s Wine Reception. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Jane Cahill of The Winery will discuss sparkling
and dessert wines popular for Valentine’s Day.
Tickets are $30. At the Lee-Fendall House
Museum, 614 Oronco St., Alexandria. Call 703-
548-1789 or visit www.leefendall.org.

Musician Kevin Dudley. 7 p.m. Will perform
“Texarkana Diner.” With guest Rickie Simpkins on
fiddle and mandolin. At the Athenaeum, 201 S.
Prince St., Alexandria.

Made With Love. 6 to 9 p.m. Free. Fall in love with
a unique work of art as you browse open studios
and galleries and enjoy an evening, complete with
flowers, candy, live music, and more.  At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.torpedofactory.org; 703-
838-4565.

FRIDAY/FEB. 10
Superdance Assembly. 8:30 a.m. A 12-hour dance

marathon fundraiser for the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation at Bishop O’Connell High School. The
12 hours is packed with live bands, DJs, games
and much more. At Bishop O’Connell High School,
6600 Little Falls Road, Arlington.

Art Games. ‘Get your game on’ at
Del Ray Artisans’ Art Games on
Friday, Feb. 10, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
where Art Bingo will be played
after an artful mixer game. $7
donation; light refreshments;
adults 18 +.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org

SATURDAY/FEB. 11
Community Open House. 10

a.m. to 2 p.m. Citizens can learn
about plans for Alexandria’s
Beauregard Corridor at a free
Community Open House, to be
held under white tent at the
Shops at Mark Center, 1452-
1480 North Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Representatives from
the property owners for the
redevelopment sites and their
consultants will be on hand to
answer questions about the
Beauregard Corridor Plan.

 “Alexandrians Have a Heart.”
Valentine’s Weekend Clothing
and Canned Food Drive. 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Sponsored by
Councilman Frank Fannon. Held
in the parking lot at 225 South
Henry Street in Old Town behind
the Suntrust Mortgage building.
Donations will go to Christ
House, Carpenter’s Shelter and
ALIVE Food Bank. Contact John
O’Neal at 703-927-0846.

Chairman’s “Giving Back” Gala. Sponsored by
the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce. VIP
Champagne Reception 5:30-6:30 p.m. (separate
registration required or upgraded table purchase);
Gala Reception 6:30-7:30 p.m.; Gala Dinner,
Dancing and Live Auction 7:30 p.m. - Midnight. At
the Westin Alexandria, 400 Courthouse Square,
Alexandria.

Recital: For Art, For Love. 7:30 p.m. With Karin
Paludan, soprano; Wes McCune, piano. Tickets are
$20/adults; $15/seniors; $10/students and
teachers. At St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort
Hunt Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4342.

Used Book Sale. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. At Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne
Centre, Alexandria. Call
703-339-4610.
Bishop Ireton Dance.
7:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Featuring the bands, Black
Moon Tonic and Big Bad
JuJu. Sponsored by the BI
Athletic Boosters Club. Cash
bar and hors d’oeuvres. At
Bishop Ireton School Gym,
201 Cambridge Road,
Alexandria. Tickets at door
are $25/person; $50/
couple. Online tickets at
www.liveatbishopireton.com.
Genealogy Lecture. 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost is $5.
Genealogist Char Bah will
examine the family histories
of four Alexandria women
who were influential in the
city’s African American
community. At the
Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St., in
the Parker-Gray Historic
District in Alexandria. Call
703-746-4356 or visit
www.alexblackhistory.org.
Swordsmen’s
Rendezvous. Every half
hour between 11 a.m. and

4 p.m. Admission is $6/person, ages 5 and up.
Reservations are required and can be made by
calling 703-746-4242. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum,134 North Royal Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

Alexandria Coin Show. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will
be 50 tables with U.S. coins and currency, world
coins, banknotes, ancient coins, hobby books, gold,
silver, medals, tokens and collectibles.  This is
open to the public. An educational presentation is
provided.  Prizes and coins are given away for
attendees. At the Hampton Inn & Suites on the
corner of the I-495 beltway and Route 1,
Alexandria. Visit the Alexandria Coin Club website

at www.alexandriacoinclub.com.
Clarinetist Richard Stotlzman. With the ASO

and Mozart’s Requiem. Saturday at 8 p.m.; Sunday
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $35/adults; $30/seniors;
$10/students. At the Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall and Arts Center, 3001 N. Beauregard
St., Alexandria.

FEB. 11 THRU 19
Sherlock Holmes: The Adventure of the

Speckled Band. Feb. 11, 17 and 18 at 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 12, 19 at 3 p.m. Presented by the Mount
Vernon Community Children’s Theater. At
Heritage Presbyterian Church, 8503 Fort Hunt
Road, Alexandria. Tickets: $10 available at the
door only. Visit www.MVCCT.org.

FEB. 11 AND 12
Living Legends and Alexandria Symphony

Orchestra Collaboration. ASO is presenting “A
Prescient Revelation,” Saturday, Feb. 11 at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. at the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts Center, 3001
North Beauregard Street, Alexandria. The concert
features Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto and Requiem.
The 2012 Living Legends of Alexandria portraits
will be unveiled for the first time on Feb. 11 at the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra’s concert. For
tickets to the concert, see http://
www.alexsym.org/buyTix.shtml.

The 2012 Legends are: Bob Calhoun, Al Grande,
Harry “Bud” Hart,  Wendy McGann John, William
“Bill” Kehoe, Allen Lomax, Jimmie McClellan, Pat
Miller, Mike Oliver, Lillian Stanton Patterson,
Joseph S. Shumard, The Steuerle Family, and the
team of Dorothy Turner and Gwen Menefee-
Smith.

Mattress Sale Fund-raiser. West Potomac High
School is holding a Mattress Sale Fund-raiser.
Profits go to the 2012 All-Night Graduation
Celebration and Dance Team. Featured are Pillow-
Top, Plus Top, Orthopedic, Latex and Memory
Foam Sets. Prices start: Twin $199; Full $289;
Queen $299; and King $499. Email
CFSVirginia@gmail.com. The ANGC web site is
http://wphs-ang.weebly.com/index.html

THURSDAY/FEB. 9
Kevin Dudley with Special Guest

Rickie Simpkins. 7 p.m. Cost is
$10. Born in Dallas, Texas, now
residing in Virginia, Kevin plays
guitar and sings about love, death,
diners and most everything in
between. At the Athenaeum, 201
Prince Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
548-0035 or visit nvfaa.org.
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571-312-6690
7601 Fordson Road • Alexandria, VA

Greek  •  Italian  •  American

For menu visit www.mammaskitchenva.com

Appetizers (choice of one)
• Fried Feta Martini ( cubes of feta deep fried and served on a bed
  of mixed greens and balsamic drizzle
• Calamari Fritti
• Mediterrean Plate, (grape leaves, roasted olives and feta
  slices with oregano)

Entrees (choice of one, includes salad)
• Beef Medallion- filet mignon sautéed with portabella mushrooms
  and reduced in a creamy Marsala sauce served with roasted potatoes
  and vegetable.
• Kotopoulo- chicken marinated with rosemary, thyme, oregano slow
  roasted with lemony flavored potatoes.
• Lobster Ravioli- tossed with a lobster base alfredo sauce, covered
  with mozzarella and baked
• Parmesan Crusted Salmon- seared with a flaky parmesan crust and
  served with sun dried tomato couscous and vegetable.

Dessert (choice of one)
• Limoncello-lemon sorbet, with lemon liqueur served in a champagne glass.
• Hazelnut Ganache – mini hazelnut cake with ganache
• Espresso Crème Brulee – custard tart topped with caramelized sugar
  & espresso

Valentine’s Day Menu…
$30/person

Full of Laughs
& Sincerity

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street - 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

Reserve your tickets now!

February 25 - March 17, 2012

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

From Page 32

Entertainment

SUNDAY/FEB. 12
Basket Bingo. 2 p.m. A set of

20 bingo cards and a door
prize ticket are included with
admission. Proceeds support
the Class of 2012 All-Night
Grad Party. At Mount Vernon
High School cafeteria (door
#4), 8515 Old Mount Vernon
Road, Alexandria. To
purchase tickets, contact
Paula Weinberg at
MVHSBasketBingo@gmail.com
or call 703-298

Victorian Valentines. 1 to 4
p.m. Explore the customs of
Valentine’s Day at the Lee-
Fendall House Museum, 614
Oronoco Street. Practice your
romance etiquette and make a
craft to take home.
Admission is $5 per person.
Call 703-548-1789 or visit
www.leefendall.org.

Capitol Steps Perform. 7 p.m.
Tickets are $40. Net proceeds
support the Alexandria
Country Day School’s eighth-
grade class trip to Puerto
Rico. At Bishop Ireton H.S.
Theater, 201 Cambridge
Road, Alexandria. To order
tickets email or call Shirley
Shammas:  sshammas2@verizon.net
or 703-405-4836.

Paul Robeson Play. Actors Hugh
Staples and Michael Hill will bring
Paul Robeson to life in a one-night
performance of “Paul Robeson, A Play
by Philip Dean Hayes” at the Carlyle
Club, 411 John Carlyle Street,
Alexandria. A dinner will begin at 5
p.m., followed at 7:30 p.m. by the 90-
minute show. After the performance,
Mr. Staples and Mr. Hill will answer
questions from the audience. Tickets
are $65/play and dinner; $30/play
only. Call 703-548-8899 or visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

TUESDAY/FEB. 14
Employment and Volunteer

Opportunities for Seniors. In
conjunction with the monthly senior
lunch program at Christ Church, 118
North Washington St., Alexandria. Visit
www.seniorservicesalex.org or call
703-836-4414, ext. 13.

Burlesque-a-Pades. 7:30 p.m. Tickets
are $29.50. At the Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
Tickets are available at
www.ticketmaster.com or call 800-
745-3000 or call 703-549-3701.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 15
Alexandria/Mt. Vernon Antiques

Club Meeting. 9:30 a.m. Free.
Features Marvel Luykx with her
antique Valentines collection.  Learn
the history, and how the tradition of
celebrating Valentine’s Day evolved.
Bring your own antique Valentines to
share. Sponsored by the Mount Vernon
Antique Arts Association. At Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission
is $10. With the band, The Thrillbillies.
At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South Pickett
Street, Alexandria.

“Ask The Expert” Lecture. 6 p.m.
Free. Join Corey Wallach, MD, for a
community class entitled “New
Treatment Options for Lower Back
Pain.” At Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital. Call 1-855-My-Inova (694-
6682) or visit inova.org/asktheexpert
to register.

Hospitality Summit. 8 to10:30 a.m.
The Southeast Fairfax Development
Corporation (SFDC) presents “Staying
Power: The Future of Lodging and
Hospitality on the Richmond Highway
Corridor.” At the SpringHill Suites,
6065 Richmond Highway in
Alexandria. Contact SFDC at 703-360-
5008 or visit www.sfdc.org.

Starting Your Vegetable Garden
Indoors From Seed. 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Learn the basics of successful
plant propagation, including seed

selection, requirements for
germination, tips on transplanting, and
the importance of hardening plants
before moving them outdoors. At the
Nannie J. Lee Memorial Rec Center,
1108 Jefferson St., Alexandria. To
register, call 703-228-6414 or e-mail
mgarlalex@gmail.com. Visit http://
mgnv.org

THURSDAY/FEB. 16
Beverley Hills Garden Club. 10 a.m.

to noon. Meets in the Fellowship Hall
of Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria.
The program will be “Garden Therapy”
and members will be creating small
floral designs to donate to Goodwin
House.  Supplies will be provided and
a light lunch will be served. Beverley
Hills Garden Club meetings are held on
the third Thursday of the month at 10
a.m. at Westminister Presbyterian. All
are welcome.

Plants and Pollinators: A Perfect
Partnership. 7:30 p.m. Laura Beaty,
VNPS Potowmack Chapter propagation
chair will present a slide lecture that
will feature the bloom sequence of
local natives and highlight their
importance to local pollinators. At
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Call 703-642-
5173.

FRIDAY/FEB. 17
Open House. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visit West

Potomac Academy’s career and
technical education classes; meet with
instructors; talk with students; become
a business partner. At West Potomac
Academy, 6500 Quander Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-718-2750.

Artist Trading Card Night.
7 to 9 p.m. Make and swap
artist trading cards from
playing cards. Led by Theresa
Kulstald. Refreshments. Free.
Adults 18-plus. At Del Ray
Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon
Avenue.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org

SATURDAY/FEB. 18
Colonial Tea. 2 to 4 p.m. The
tea will be followed by a Living
History program featuring a
Fashion Show of 18th Century
Clothing and a Presentation on
Deportment. Presented by the
Historic Pohick Church Docent
Guild. Tickets are $25/adults;
$10/children. At Pohick
Church, 9301 Richmond
Highway, Lorton.
Mardi Gras Fundraiser.
7:30 to 10 p.m. The Mount
Vernon District Democratic
Committee sponsors this event
to raise funds to elect
Democrats in the Mount
Vernon District. At Don Beyer
Volvo, 7416 Richmond
Highway, Alexandria.
George Washington
Birthnight Banquet and

Ball. 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. The evening
includes a three-course 18th-century
banquet by Gadsby’s Tavern
Restaurant, English country dancing,
toasts, a special 18th-century style
dessert collation, and character re-
enactors – including General and Mrs.
Washington. “After-five” attire is
encouraged; period costumes are
optional. Tickets are $100/person;
$50/ball only. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum,134 North Royal Street in Old
Town Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242.

The Marsh in Winter. 1 to 3 p.m. Free.
A nature walk at the Dyke Marsh
Wildlife Preserve, led by Martin Ogle,
Chief Naturalist at Potomac Overlook
Regional Park. Will discuss winter tree
and plant identification, look for ducks,
geese and eagles, and examine winter
marsh ecology. Meet at 1 p.m. at the
entrance to the Haul Road (the
walking path into DMWP), just south
of the Belle Haven parking lot. Call
703-329-1748 or visit www.fodm.org.

Virginia Grand Military Band. 8 p.m.
A Salute to Karl L. King and Leonard B.
Smith. Admission is $20. At the
Rebecca S. Wilburn auditorium at
Hayfield Secondary School, 7630
Telegraph Road, Alexandria. Call 703-
426-4777 or visit www.vgmb.com.

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
Marty Nau Quartet. 10:55 a.m. Part of

Worshipful Jazz Sunday at Heritage
Presbyterian Church. Always held prior
to Lent, this is a community favorite
that features non-traditional worship
with jazz and gospel music. Heritage
Presbyterian is located at 8503 Ft.
Hunt Road, 703-360-9546,
www.heritagechurchva.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 9
African American Dollhouses. Take in the memories of

the historic Parker-Gray neighborhood with this
exhibition of miniature dollhouses by Sharon J. Frazier
and Linwood M. Smith at the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe Street, Alexandria. Guests will have
the opportunity to meet Mrs. Frazier and Mr. Smith at
the opening reception, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The
reception is free and open to all, and those wishing to
attend are asked to RSVP by calling 703-746-4356. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org.
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T
housands will join in the revelry for
the 280th anniversary of George
Washington’s birth in his hometown

of Alexandria. The city celebrates the
General’s birthday throughout the month
of February with more than a dozen festive
events, including the largest George Wash-
ington birthday parade in the country, free
admission to historic sites, 18th-century
dance classes, popular walking tours, and
even a Cherry-themed challenge among lo-
cal restaurants.

Twenty restaurants are competing in the
Fourth Annual Cherry Challenge, creating
dishes and cocktails featuring cherry reci-
pes in celebration of one of the most cher-
ished legends surrounding George Washing-
ton. A popular vote will determine the win-
ners, and those restaurants will receive rec-
ognition at the parade.

Throughout George Washington Birthday
Weekend, Feb. 18 to 20, a variety of events
will celebrate Washington’s legacy, includ-
ing an historic reenactment at Fort Ward
Park, the Birthnight Banquet & Ball as well
as a Medeira Wine Tasting (Washington’s
favorite drink) at Gadsby’s Tavern, plus a
10-K race with a 2-K fun run.

On Monday, Feb. 20, the George Wash-
ington Birthday Parade, the largest and old-
est in the country celebrating this Found-
ing Father, will wind its way through a one-
mile route along the historic streets of Old
Town from 1 to 3 p.m. Annually the parade
includes thousands of participants includ-
ing historical, community and youth groups,
bands, horses and canines.

Parade day starts off with the Friendship
Veterans Fire Engine Association Breakfast
featuring Gen. Barry McCaffrey and the first
appearance of George Washington, followed
by a ceremony honoring the unknown sol-
dier of the revolutionary war in the court-
yard of the Old Presbyterian Meeting House.
At 11:30 a.m. at Market Square, a new spe-
cial event will take place — the Armed
Forces Community Covenant Ceremony to
honor our nation’s veterans, active military,
and their families with entertainment,
games and activities for children, military
vehicles, demonstrations, informational
booths and displays.

A one-mile race, the George Washington
Birthday Parade Mile, will take place just
before the parade. Historic sites will offer
free admission throughout the day, includ-
ing Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, Carlyle
House, Friendship Firehouse Museum, The
Lyceum: Alexandria’s History Museum, and
historic Christ Church.

Call the Events Hotline 703-829-6640 or
go to VisitAlexandriaVA.com

Feb. 9 and 16

18th-Century Dance Classes

George Washington Birthday Celebration
Feb. 18-20: Washington’s Birthday Weekend
includes Washington’s Birthnight Banquet &
Ball, Medeira Wine Tasting, and 10-K run.

Entertainment

7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St., 703-
746-4242
Tickets:  $12 per class/$30 for series
In preparation for George Washington’s Birthnight
Banquet & Ball, learn 18th-century English coun-
try dancing from expert dance instructors.

Feb. 12, 19 and 26

Walking with Washington Tours
Every Sunday in February
1 p.m. (tour lasts about 90 minutes)
Location:  Meet at the fountain at Market Square
(near the intersection of King & Royal Streets)
Tickets: $10 (pay at the site when you take the
tour, no advance reservations)
It’s back, after a hiatus last year! Did you know that
there are over 140 places in Alexandria today that
are associated with George Washington? This tour
is designed to show you some of them and improve
your knowledge of Washington and his hometown,
Alexandria. To check event status due to weather
conditions, visit www.washingtonbirthday.net/sta-
tus or call 703-829-6640

Feb. 5 to 11

4th Annual Cherry Challenge
Restaurants throughout Alexandria
http://www.washingtonbirthday.net/cherry-chal-
lenge
In honor of George Washington’s birthday, some 20
Alexandria restaurants are creating unique menu
items featuring cherries in celebration of one of the
most cherished legends surrounding our first presi-
dent. Each restaurant will develop its own cherry
cocktail, appetizer, entrée, or dessert. Try them all
and vote for your favorite. Winners are given spe-
cial recognition at the George Washington Birthday
Parade. Participating restaurants include The Ma-
jestic, Virtue Feed & Grain, Bittersweet, Dishes of
India (last year’s “dessert” winner), Fontaine Caffé
& Creperie, Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, Indigo
Landing, King Street Blues Old Town, Murphy’s
Grand Irish Pub (last year’s “mains” winner), Piz-
zeria Paradiso, Ramparts, RedRocks Pizza
Napoletana, Shooter McGee’s, St. Elmo’s Coffee
Pub, Tempo (last year’s “starters” winner), The
Jamieson Grille, The Light Horse Restaurant, T.J.
Stones, and Whole Foods Market.

Saturday, Feb. 11

Swordsmen’s Rendezvous
1 hour tours from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St., 703-
746-4242
Tickets: $6 per person, ages 5 and up
En garde! Experience this unique living history
program as you learn a skill all 18th-century gentle-
men must know – swordplay! The program
includes re-enactment of 18th-century swordplay
and a display of 18th-century weapons. This popu-
lar family event will include some audience
participation as you practice your newfound tal-
ents.

Saturday, Feb. 18

George Washington Birthday Classic 10-K
Race and 2-K Fun Run
Race Starts at 8 a.m. (rain or shine)
Cost per runner: $35; after Feb. 9: $40
Race headquarters is the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office, access from Eisenhower Avenue
between Elizabeth Lane and John Carlyle Street.
Start and finish will be in front of the Madison
Building on Eisenhower Avenue. Certified race-
course through Eisenhower Valley. Cash prizes,
T-shirts and refreshments will be provided for run-
ners, with the proceeds benefiting George
Washington Birthday Celebration. Maps, parking,
and Metro access information may be found at
www.washingtonbirthday.net.

 Washington’s Birthnight Banquet & Ball
5:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St., 703-
746-4242
Tickets: $100 and up for banquet and ball, $50 for
ball only; reservations required, 703-746-4242
Participate in a reenactment of the 1798 and 1799
balls George Washington attended to celebrate his
birthday. Colonial attire encouraged but not re-
quired. Dancing lessons are available prior to the
Ball. For the first time there will be live Tweeting
at the Birthnight Banquet & Ball through
@JohnGadsby using the hashtag #GWBall.

Sunday, Feb. 19

Revolutionary War Reenactment at Fort
Ward Park (Free)
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Skirmish at 2 p.m.)
Fort Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Historic camp and tactical demonstrations through-
out the day including a Revolutionary War skirmish
between the Redcoats and the Colonial Army.

Madeira Wine Tasting with George Wash-
ington
3 to 5 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St., 703-
746-4242.
Tickets: $45 per person

The weekend of George Washington’s birthday,
enjoy his favorite drink as you toast birthday
wishes to him! At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s Ma-
deira Wine Tasting, taste four Madeira wines
produced by Blandy’s, a family-owned business
since 1811 and learn about Madeira production as
you taste it with food pairings.

Monday, Feb. 20

Breakfast & Meeting of the Friendship Vet-
erans Fire Engine Association
9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Holiday Inn & Suites, 625 First St.
Tickets: $30; purchase at www.friendshipfire.net
or by calling 703-751-6416
The Friendship Veterans Fire Engine Association
sponsors this meeting at the Holiday Inn & Suites
where a hearty breakfast is served. Those in atten-
dance are treated to the first appearance of the day
by George Washington and an address by Gen.
Barry McCaffrey.

Armed Forces Community Covenant Cer-
emony
11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
Market Square (King & Royal Streets, Alexandria)
Join us as we honor our Nation’s Veterans, Active
Military, and their families with entertainment,
games and activities for children, military vehicles,
demonstrations, informational booths and displays.
Dignitaries attending include Colonel John J.
Strycula, Garrison Commander, Fort Belvoir; Colo-

nel Daniel J. Choike, Base Commander, Marine
Corps Base Quantico; Alexandria’s Town Crier;
George and Martha Washington; the Mayor of Al-
exandria; and the Parade Grand Marshal, Patsy
Ticer.  There will be an opportunity to sign a cov-
enant document to show your support for our
troops.

George Washington Birthday PARADE MILE
12:30 p.m. rain or shine
Old Town Alexandria
$20 per runner
Be a part of the second running of the Parade Mile.
Run occurs just before the parade on the parade
route. Special winter fleece beanies will be given
to preregistered race participants. Start Time:
12:30 p.m.; Start & Finish Location: The parade
reviewing stands at King and Royal streets. Please
note that you must be able to finish the mile in 15
minutes or less. Absolutely no strollers or pets.

George Washington Birthday Parade
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Old Town Alexandria
The nation’s largest George Washington birthday
parade marches a one-mile route through the
streets of Old Town Alexandria. With nearly 3,500
participants including historical groups, youth from
scouting groups and animals, this is still a local,
community parade in honor of one of the City’s
favorite sons. The parade starts at 1 p.m. at the
intersection of Gibbon and S. Fairfax streets. The
reviewing stand is located near City Hall’s Market
Square, at the intersection of King and Royal
streets, and ends at Wilkes and S. Royal streets.
See www.washingtonbirthday.net for maps and
additional information.

Free admission to historic sites on Mon-
day, Feb. 20:
❖ George Washington’s Mount Vernon Es-
tate and Gardens, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Hwy., 703-780-2000
❖ The Lyceum: Alexandria’s History Mu-
seum, 201 S. Washington St., 703-746-4994
❖ Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.,
703-746-4242
❖ Friendship Firehouse Museum, 107 S.
Alfred St., 703-746-3891
❖ Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum,
105-107 S. Fairfax St., 703-746-3852
❖ Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St., 703-549-
2997
❖ Christ Church, 118 N. Washington St., 703-
549-1450

Feb. 25 & 26

Tea with Martha Washington
3  to 4:30pm
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St., 703-
746-4242;
Tickets: $25 per person; $20 per person in groups
of six or more.
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