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W
ith two
months un-
der his belt
as the city’s

new chief executive, City
Manager Rashad Young pro-
posed his first budget to City
Council members on
Valentine’s Day. The $585.6
million proposal is a 3.3 per-
cent increase from last year’s
budget, pumping an addi-
tional $18.7 million into the
annual budget. The city
manager’s suggested budget
does not raise the tax rate.
But rising property tax values
mean the average property
taxpayer will pay $52 more
than last year — a 1.2 per-
cent increase.

The budget includes about
$1.4 million of expanded ser-
vices. New spending items in-
clude $100,000 for a new ad-
vertising campaign from the
Alexandria Convention and
Visitors Association,
$106,000 for a new emer-
gency planner and a new
home-based youth therapist
to keep troubled youth in the
community rather than ship-
ping them out of the city. It
also includes $6.8 million in
expenditure reductions. Cuts
include $180,000 in reduced
service for DASH buses, a
$50,000 reduction in rodent
abatement and  $37,000 for
elimination of an early child

The Young Budget
New city manager offers proposal
that would increase average
residential property tax bill by $52.

New Spending Items
 ❖ $2.1 million to staff and equip a new fire

station for Eisenhower Valley; funding pro-
vides for 12 firefighters, eight medics, gear,
training, recruit costs and breathing appara-
tus.

❖ $1 million in DASH bus expansions, in-
cluding a new crosstown AT9 route between
Mark Center and Potomac Yard and to in-
crease peak service frequency from 30
minutes to 15 minutes on the AT6 route from
King Street Metro to Northern Virginia Com-
munity College.

❖ $309,000 for a new Office of Project
Implementation to facilitate implementation
of high-priority capital projects, including the
Waterfront Plan, Potomac Yard and Landmark
Mall.

❖ $106,000 for a new emergency manage-
ment planner that can assist in coordinating
the city’s response to terrorist attacks or natu-
ral disasters.

❖ $100,000 for the Alexandria Convention
and Visitors Association to launch a destina-
tion advertising campaign encouraging
overnight stays in the city.

❖ $33,000 for a new parking garage auto-
mation pilot program.

❖ $25,000 for an ethics initiative aimed at
reducing the potential for incidents of em-
ployee malfeasance, created as a response to
several cases of embezzlement.

Spending Reductions
❖ $104,000 reduction would eliminate the

New Horizons program administered by the
Northern Virginia Urban League, which offer
prevention services to 85 at-risk youth.

❖ $83,000 reduction in advertising budget
for the Alexandria Economic Development
Partnership to help promote the city to exist-
ing and prospective business audiences.

❖ $17,000 reduction in consulting services
of outside experts provided to Alexandria
small business owners through the Small Busi-
ness Development Center.

❖ $56,000 reduction in rodent abatement,
which will limit proactive baiting to Old Town
Alexandria and near the Potomac River.

❖ $46,000 reduction from eliminating a va-
cant nurse aid position at the Teen Wellness
Center.

❖ $86,000 reduction from eliminating two
public health nurses who handle prenatal care
and case management.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

J
oshua Weissman, a popu-
lar and optimistic Alex-
andria paramedic with a
wry sense of humor, died

last week after receiving a head
injury while responding to a fire
on Interstate 395. He was 33.

“He was an excellent techni-
cian,” said Alexandria Fire Chief
Adam Thiel. “But even more im-
portant than that, he showed com-
passion for his patients.”

He died while trying to get to a
vehicle fire on the overpass when
he slipped and fell 20 feet into
Four Mile Run Creek. He was given
CPR on the scene then transported
to Washington Hospital Center,
where he died the next day. An investigation has been
launched, and Thiel said the results will probably
become part of the public record later this year.

“We’re trying to get through this week right now,”
said the fire chief, his badge shrouded with a black
band. “As you can imagine, this is a difficult time for
us right now.”

A NATIVE of Ithaca, N.Y. Weissman was born on
Feb. 23, 1978. As a child, he developed an interest
in fire engines and construction equipment and. The
fascination grew over time, and at the age of 16 he
began volunteering with the Cayuga Heights Fire De-

partment. He soon realized his pas-
sion for providing emergency medi-
cal care. While continuing to gain
education and experience as a vol-
unteer firefighter, Weissman stud-
ied at Ithaca College receiving a
bachelor of arts in history in 2000.

As a student volunteer, he lived
at the fire station, where he met
another volunteer, Rebecca Updike.
They married in 2005.

Weissman served with several
ambulance companies including
Bangs in Ithaca, N.Y., TLC in
Cortland, N.Y., Rural-Metro in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. and the Washington, D.C.
Fire Department. At 26, he joined
the Alexandria Fire Department
where he served for more than
seven years. Weissman was hired
as a Medic I for the Alexandria Fire
Department in April 2006, and he

was promoted to Medic II the following year. Most
recently, he was assigned to the D Shift at Fire Sta-
tion 206 on Seminary Road.

By the young age of 33, he had lived more than
half his years as an emergency responder.

Mourning One of Their Own
Alexandria paramedic dies
while responding to a car
fire on Interstate 395.

Joshua Weissman
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Members of the Alexandria Fire Department place the flag presented by the Capitol
Police among the memorial tributes at the Seminary Road Fire Station.
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News

See Development Plan,  Page 14

Waterfront Rezoning Delayed
The Fat Lady has yet to sing an aria for the waterfront plan,

and now the controversial upzoning has been put on hold. At
least for now.

The turn of events took place late on Valentine’s Day, sending
a love note of sorts to opponents of the proposal. At issue was a
technical ordinance legally required to follow the public hearing
vote on the small area plan. The legal document is usually a
routine matter with council members adopting the document
with little or no discussion.

But that would not be the way of the waterfront, would it?
City Attorney James Banks told council members they

couldn’t approve the ordinance finalizing the upzoning because
an appeal had been filed to a protest petition requiring a
supermajority of six members are needed to pass the plan. Be-
cause only five members voted in favor of the proposal, the out-
come of the appeal could change the outcome.

“This is a step toward victory,” said Boyd Walker, co-chair-
man of Citizens for An Alternative Alexandria Waterfront Plan.
“The zoning is the irreversible part of the plan, so I’m happy
that’s on hold for now.”

In a separate vote, council members approved an ordinance
that amends the city’s master plan to include the waterfront plan.

“The council could easily continue to move forward with imple-
mentation of the master plan,” said Councilman Rob Krupicka.
“It does mean that every applicant for any land use issues would
have to come forward for a zoning amendment, but we do that
in other small-area plans in the city.”

Two separate appeals have been filed with the Board of Zon-
ing Appeals, and a separate action has been filed in the Alexan-
dria Circuit Court.

A Raise and an Office
Do members of the Alexandria City Council deserve a raise?

What about an office at City Hall? Both are questions that were
raised Tuesday night, as the elected officials began scrutinizing
spending priorities for the coming year.

Councilman Rob Krupicka suggested that council members
should be paid more. At $27,500 a year, he said, Alexandria’s
elected officials were the least paid in the region. It’s a salary
that hasn’t changed in the last nine years. Krupicka also said it
was time to increase the salaries for council aides, who make
$21,400 a year.

“It is always politically difficult to talk about council pay,”
Krupicka wrote in a memorandum outlining his position. “As an
outgoing member of council, perhaps I can at least start the con-
versation.”

After Krupicka raised the issue Tuesday night, Councilwoman
Alicia Hughes chimed in that she would like to see council
members have offices at City Hall. Currently, only the mayor has
an office in the building, although aides have cubicles on the
second floor. Councilwoman Del Pepper said that would be a
terrible idea because the offices would remain vacant while the
elected officials are working their day jobs or out with constitu-
ents and the empty offices would make it look like they’re not
working. Pepper also said council members once had offices at
City Hall, but city officials complained because the elected offi-
cials were always pestering them about pet projects.

“Been there, done that,” said Pepper, who was first elected in
1985.

“That was more than 30 years ago,” responded Hughes.
“Yes,” Pepper shot back. “And the reasons haven’t changed.”

Summertime Hangovers
One organization that will be getting a raise is the Virginia

Department of Environmental Quality. The regulatory agency is
set to receive a check for $280,700 from GenOn, which owns a
coal-fired power plant on the Alexandria waterfront. Last week,
the Virginia Air Pollution Control Board issued a consent decree
citing the plan for exceeding nitrogen oxides limit six times last
summer. The fine represents the largest fine imposed against
the plant, which is set to close in October.

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

E
ver since city officials annexed the half of Al-
exandria west of Quaker Lane in 1952, the
West End has had to fight for a place at the

table. Alexandria is a city where Del Ray and Old
Town seem to hog the spotlight, and people who live
on the suburban streets named for Confederate he-
roes have long said they feel ignored.  West End resi-
dents feel particularly slighted by the recent Depart-
ment of Defense installation at the Mark Center,
which has already clogged the intersection of Semi-
nary Road and Beauregard Street enough to earn it
a failing grade from city transportation officials.

“I feel like the West End is always getting the
crumbs of the cookie,” said Jim Brown, who has lived
in the West End for 62 years. “It’s about time we got
some of the cookie.”

City officials are about to focus a major spotlight
on the West End of Alexandria, although some are
saying that the light is a garish display of wealth and
power. Five developers have been working with city
officials for months to craft the Beauregard small-
area plan, which will add millions of square feet of
development to the community and drastically in-
crease the value of the land. In exchange for the wind-
fall profits, the developers have agreed to fork over
$147.5 million in contributions. Some say it’s a
Faustian bargain.

“When they talk about fields and open space, that
sounds wonderful,” said Esteban Garces, an orga-
nizer with Tenants and Workers United. “But it’s

important to remember that will come at the expense
of displacing people who live here now.”

THE FUTURE OF THOUSANDS of low-income
residents is at stake, pitting wealthy developers
against the city’s poorest residents. Caught in the
balance are the city’s elected leaders, who are trying
to navigate through the planning process. The cur-
rent proposals call for adding 700 units affordable
housing units, although qualifying for them will re-
quire that recipients earn between 55 percent to 80
percent of the area median income. At the low end,
that means that a family of four must earn at least
$59,000 a year to qualify for one of the dedicated
affordable housing units. Meanwhile, thousands of
low-end housing units will be torn down to make
way for redevelopment. During a recent work ses-
sion between members of the City Council and Plan-
ning Commission, some participants were skeptical.

“Once those are gone, they’re gone for good,” said
Planning Commission member Eric Wagner. “We are
not getting them back.”

Wagner and others have been critical of the tem-
porary nature of the dedicated affordable units that
are part of the deal with developers. Like Cinderella’s
time at the ball, these units are set to expire after a
certain number of years. That means that city lead-
ers of a future generation would have to figure out
how to handle the affordable housing problems then
without the benefit of permanently dedicated units.
Some have called for the city to boost the number of
dedicated units beyond 700, although housing offi-
cials say that would upset the balance that has al-
ready been negotiated.

“Follow the money,” said Planning Commission
member Stu Dunn. “There are people who are going
to make a lot of money on this, and I’m concerned
that the people on the other side haven’t been heard.”

The coming decades are certain to see drastic
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Spotlight Moves West
Developers stand to gain,
but what about
low-income residents?
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of Properties.

Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
Interested in a career in Real Estate? Classes only $99.00 now!

Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
Interested in a career in Real Estate? Classes only $99.00 now!

Quaker Hill $659,000
Spacious end unit town house over 3,000 s.f. w/4 BR,
3.5 BA, fireplace, upper and lower deck, views of lake,
beautiful hardwoods, new carpet, Kitchen Appliances
new ’05 (Granite/GE Profile/Wolf), Close-in location near
restaurants/shops/Metro/I-495.

1131 Quaker Hill Court
Hal Sadler 703-677-7515

Alexandria $485,000
Join the Waynewood community in a great entertaining home-living
room with wood-burning fireplace for cozy gatherings. Open retro-
style kitchen & large deck for family cookouts. Family room with new
carpet. Fenced yard plus shed to store bikes when you aren’t on the
GW bike path. Walk to neighborhood pool, park & elementary school.
Walk your dog along the Potomac River. EZ commuting via GW
Parkway & Huntington Metro. Ten minutes to OT Alexandria.

8408 Crowley Place
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Rosemont $869,000
Light-filled 4 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial with 3 finished
levels located just a few blocks from the King Street
METRO, shops and restaurants in Old Town and Carlyle!
Beautifully renovated kitchen, updated baths, off-street
parking and large rear deck.

304 Russell Road
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $674,900
Spacious 2LVL,4/5BR, 3BA brick single fam. home in
wonderful Wellington community, just steps from GW Pkwy,
bike path & river. 4 main LVL BR’s, Hrd.Wd.Flrs, Fin.Lower
LVL & situated on close to half acre lot! Fabulous loc. Mins.
to Old Town, Ft.Belvoir ,DC ,395, the Pentagon & more!

1118 Arcturus Lane
Lisa McCaskill 703-615-6036

Alexandria $679,900
Almost 2500 sq. feet ** Beautiful end unit, 2 Master bedrooms, 1
lower level bedroom with French doors, Vaulted Ceilings, 19 x 16
Gourmet Kitchen with Granite counters and fireplace, Bay Window,
2 Car Remote Garage, 3 bedrooms, 3.5 full Baths, 4th level Loft,
Intercom and c/d throughout entire home. Pool, Tennis courts,
walk to restaurant and coffee shop, 3 lights to DC !!

717 Norfolk Lane
Gary Chute 703-371-9926

Alexandria
$549,900

Fee Simple two-level
residential or com-
mercial live/work
town house close to
Braddock Road
Metro, Potomac
Yard, Alexandria and
easy access to D.C.
and Reagan
National. 1,746 SF.
Renovate to add
kitchen and master
bath. Great location.

1433 Powhatan
Rick Lane or
Scott Elkins

703-519-8923

Quaker Ridge
$669,000

Luxury 4 bedroom,
2.5+.5 bath home in
the MacArthur
School district with
3 beautifully finished
levels and a 2-car
garage. Beautifully
appointed with a
fabulous open floor
plan, 2 gas fire-
places, 2 family
rooms and a
gorgeous Owner’s
Suite. Minutes to
Old Town, Arlington
and D.C.
3510 Goddard Way

Christine Garner
703-587-4855
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Rosemont $999,000
Wonderful expansion of a gracious 1925 colonial with 4 upper
level bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 3 finished levels and an attached
garage. Wonderful flow with large rooms, abundant light and
tons of character throughout. Located just a few blocks from the
King Street METRO, shops & restaurants in Old Town and Carlyle.

400 Russell Road
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

3500 Saylor Place
Bobi Bomar & Gretchen Wilkinson 703-597-8089

Alexandria
5 BR/2.5 BA. Beautiful, light-filled, spacious detached home with over
3,000 sq ft of finished living space on quiet, tree-lined street. Features
updated kitchen with granite countertops & stainless steel appliances,
screened-in porch, custom windows and master bedroom suite with
sitting room & California closets. The 2-car garage provides off-street
parking. This fabulous home also backs up to a private wooded lot.
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Kingstown $289,000
LOCATION! Walk across the street and enjoy KINGSTOWN: shops, movie
theatre and restaurants. Close to the metro!  pick your carpet and paint!
Custom molding, the unit backs to the trees, ground level w/ lovely patio and
the playground. 2 master suites, fireplace,walk in closets. Great price.

6804 Brindle Heath
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria/ Del Ray $599,900
Fabulous 3 bedroom/ 2.5+.5 baths three-level brick town house in the
popular Del Ray neighborhood features a spacious open floor plan, high
ceilings and finished basement. This beautiful home is just steps to
Braddock Metro Station and all that Del Ray has to offer!

1307 Hancock Avenue
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213
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Alexandria $929,000
Gorgeous 3LVL, 4BR, 3.5BA Colonial in desirable Manors
At Mount Vernon Community.  Spacious, w/ light filled
Fam. Rm. addition, expansive Master suite, 2 story foyer,
Fin. Lower LVL, & beautiful Kit. All on over a half acre lot!
Steps to pools, parks & schools & Mins. to GW Prkwy,
Old Town, DC, Metro, Ft.Belvoir & the Pentagon.

2200 Lakeshire Drive
Lisa McCaskill 703-615-6036
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Is this the perfect time?

*This is only an estimate which assumes a 20% down payment and a 3.75% mortgage for 30
years. Prices and terms subject to change without notice. See Sales Consultant for details.

Only if you want to live in the perfect home in the
perfect place! 1,710 square feet of stair-free carefree

living for those lucky enough to be 55 or better.

9538 Airdrie Lane, Fredericksburg, VA 22408

For as little as $1,221 per month
including PITI and HOA Fees*

For more information, call 540-710-9450
or visit www.hazelhomesva.com

Come see for yourself!Perfect?

News

Leading the Charge
McCaffrey to keynote Friendship Veterans Breakfast.

Gen. Barry McCaffrey (ret.) will be
the keynote speaker at the Friend-
ship Veterans Fire Engine Associa-
tion breakfast Feb. 20 at the
Holiday Inn and Suites in Old
Town. For ticket information, visit
www.friendshipfire.net/
frontpage.html.

C
o

u
r
t
e
s
y
 
p
h
o

t
o

By Jeanne Theismann

 Gazette Packet

I
ntense mortar fire
pierced the early
morning hours of Oct.
6, 1966, as a young in-

fantry officer barely out of
West Point led a search and
clear operation near Dong Ha,
a village strategically located
along the Vietnamese Demili-
tarized Zone. Before the ensu-
ing 12-hour battle ended, the
senior American advisor would
be killed and First Lieutenant
Barry R. McCaffrey severely
wounded as he organized a
counterattack that successfully
repelled the Viet Cong.

McCaffrey was awarded the
first of two Distinguished Ser-
vice Crosses for his heroism
that day and as a general went
on to command the 24th Infantry Division in Desert
Storm where he eventually earned four stars, the
Army’s highest peacetime rank. After 32 years of ac-
tive duty service, McCaffrey retired in January of
1996 to become the director of the White House
Office of National Drug Control Policy.

“Those five-and-a-half years are probably the most
useful period of my entire life,” said McCaffrey of
his time as America’s Drug Czar. “We were able to
increase substantially the money
desperately needed for drug treat-
ment and prevention.”

During that time, McCaffrey
took on the then-unpopular role
of leading the fight against per-
formance-enhancing drugs in
sports.

“This was a huge problem for
U.S. sports teams,” said
McCaffrey, who recalled being
booed as he arrived at the 2000
Olympic Games in Sydney. “From
Little League to professional
sports, it felt like David taking on
Goliath.”

McCaffrey has persevered in his fight and has be-
come a pioneer on raising awareness of the causes
and treatment of drug addiction.

“While there was only marginal progress made in
those early years, we moved the conversation for-
ward so that now we are seeing results,” said the

Alexandria resident who will
be the keynote speaker at the
Friendship Veterans Fire En-
gine Association breakfast
Feb. 20. “My biggest concern
now is the drug use among
adolescents, the14-year-olds
smoking marijuana and drink-
ing beer.”

For his continued efforts on
the front line of drug policy,
McCaffrey received the 2004
Department of Health and
Human Service Lifetime
Achievement Award for Ex-
traordinary Achievements in
the Field of Substance Abuse
Prevention.

“We are already substan-
tially improved from where
we were 15 years ago,”
McCaffrey said. “We are not
even close to being there but
significant changes are taking

place, especially in sports as athletes, doctors and
enablers are being prosecuted.”

McCaffrey, the principal consultant at BR McCaffrey
Associates in Old Town, serves as an adjunct professor
of International Security Studies at the United States
Military Academy at West Point and will discuss secu-
rity issues in his keynote address that kicks off
Alexandria’s George Washington Birthday celebration.

“I will give an update on the national security chal-
lenges facing the United States
today,” said McCaffrey, whose son,
Col. Sean McCaffrey, is in Afghani-
stan serving his third tour of com-
bat duty. “While America may be
sick of the war in Afghanistan,
there is still enormous support and
trust in our Armed Forces to pro-
tect our nation.”

Married for 47 years to his wife
Jill, McCaffrey was the most highly
decorated serving general upon his
retirement. An outspoken leader
within the Army for women’s rights
and the rights of minorities, he was

awarded three Purple Hearts and two Silver Stars in
addition to the Distinguished Service Crosses for
wounds received in his four combat tours.

“The most trusted institution in society is still the
U.S. Armed Forces,” McCaffrey said. “That is gener-
ated by the integrity and character of our sons and
daughters who continue to serve our country.”

Free Foreclosure Prevention Clinics Offered

H
ousing Counseling Ser-
vices will host multiple
Foreclosure Prevention

Clinics during the month of Feb-
ruary. Clinics are currently sched-
uled for Feb. 20, and 27 at 12 p.m.
in Conference Room 3 of the City
of Alexandria Office of Housing,
421 King Street, Suite 200.

The clinics are provided to help
participants:

❖ Identify financial options and
services available to homeowners
that have defaulted or are in dan-
ger of defaulting on a mortgage,

❖ Avoid predatory lenders and
foreclosure rescue scams that prey
on homeowners facing foreclo-
sure,

❖ Meet individually with a hous-
ing counselor and get answers to
questions.

Housing Counseling Services is
a U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development-approved
housing counseling organization
funded to provide free training
and counseling to tenants,
homebuyers and homeowners.
Counseling will be offered in both
English and Spanish. This event is
free to participants. To register, call
202-667-7006.

“While America may
be sick of the war in
Afghanistan, there is
still enormous
support and trust in
our Armed Forces.”
— Gen. Barry McCaffrey (ret.)
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Off-Season Pricing

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates
50% Off
Crepe Myrtle, Azaleas

& Select Shade Trees

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Spring Is In

Our Greenhouse!

Cyclamen, Primroses & Orchids

Japanese Maples 30% Off

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works

…for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alexandria. My wife and I
grew up here. I’m a finish carpenter
with 30 yrs. experience.

My work is meticulous, and I
take great pride in completing jobs
on time, and on budget. Let me give
you a quote on that home project
you’ve been thinking about and
check it off your list! My prices are
reflective of the times.

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alexandria Neighbor

From Page 1

News

hood social worker. Young said that he
struggled the most with cuts to the Depart-
ment of Children, Youth and Families.

“Those were hard decisions to make,” said
Young, who was formerly city manager of
Greensboro, N.C. “Human nature is that you
really don’t want to make reductions there
because you see the value of those kinds of
programs, but to have a balanced budget
you’ve got to create those trade-offs.”

YOUNG’S PROPOSAL represents the of-
ficial beginning of the budget season, which
includes two public hearings and eight work
sessions culminating in a final adoption on
May 7. The proposal meets the guidance
set by council members last year, which
asked the new city manager to refrain from
raising the tax rate and increase the fund-
ing for the school system and public safety
at the same rate as the overall revenue
growth.

“It’s not dead on arrival, unlike the
president’s budget,” observed Mayor Bill
Euille. “So you are doing very good.”

In response to a series of city employees
who have been charged with embezzle-
ment, Young has created a new ethics ini-
tiative. The initiative includes $22,000 in
ethics awareness training and $3,000 to
create a third-party anonymous hotline to
report suspicious activity. City officials de-
scribed the initiative as a first step in en-
suring a culture of ethics throughout the
city.

“I commend you for bringing that for-
ward,” Councilman Frank Fannon told
Young during Tuesday night’s meeting. “In
every organization you have great employ-
ees and then you have the bottom of the
barrel.”

SOME OF THE BIG-TICKET new spend-
ing items include $1 million for DASH bus
expansion, which will create a new cross-
town route and increase peak frequencies.
The expansion of service is paid for by a
new dedicated source of funding for trans-
portation, which was created last year
when City Council members rejected an
add-on tax and instead carved out 2.2 cents
of the tax rate for transportation projects.

One new spending item that received im-
mediate praise from council members
Tuesday night was a $309,000 initiative to
create a new Office of Project Implemen-
tation.

“Our plans are great, but if we’re not us-
ing them we might as well use them to prop
open the door to City Hall,” said Vice Mayor
Kerry Donley. “This is perhaps one of the
biggest initiatives you’ve put forward here.”

“I think this is long overdue,” agreed
Councilman Rob Krupicka. “This moves us
from spending a lot of time planning to
spending a lot of time doing.”

One budget proposal that wasn’t as popu-
lar with council members Tuesday night was
a pilot program to automate parking ga-
rages. The plan would make three parking
garages fully automated, reducing the num-
ber of parking attendants accounted for in
the parking management contract. Eventu-
ally, Young said, the program would save
money by reducing the need for employ-
ees. Councilwoman Del Pepper said she was
concerned about a lack of security in the
garages if computers replace the attendants.

“Those attendant provide an eye on

Manager’s Budget Proposal Seeks 3.3 Percent Increase
what’s happening,” said Pepper. “I think
$33,000 is hardly worth that.”

Councilwoman Alicia Hughes agreed with
that assessment, especially for the parking
garage under Market Square.

“Things have happened in this garage,”
said Hughes, adding that her car was keyed
while she was in City Hall. “I think it would
be a problem if we were to do that.”

ONE REDUCTION that is likely to become
the topic of discussion is a $36,000 cut to
the city’s annual birthday celebration. In-
stead of hiring the Alexandria Symphony
to perform, which is usually what happens,
Young suggested a military band or local
band might perform. The symphony might
be able to perform if a donor was identi-
fied to pay for the performance.

“So you’re not messing with the cup-
cakes,” asked Hughes, referring to the min-
iature birthday cakes available during the
city’s annual celebration.

“I’m not sure what the cupcakes are,”
Young responded.

“You’ll find out,” explained Vice Mayor
Kerry Donley.

Average residential property tax bills are at an all-time high. A look at where the city gets its money.
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French Country Furniture, Art Works, Accessories

Micheline’s Antiques

CLOSING SALE

Everything Discounted on Already Low Prices!

Feb. 6 to Feb. 22
Everyday 11-5

110 South West Street
Olde Towne Alexandria

Bulletin Board

See Bulletin,  Page 28

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

25th Anniversary T-shirt Design
Contest. In honor of Rebuilding To-
gether Alexandria’s 25th Anniversary, it
is holding a t-shirt contest, with the win-
ning design to be featured on RTA’s web
site and 1,000 volunteer t-shirts this
spring. Participants are asked to submit
a design that shows what Rebuilding
Together Alexandria means to them or
a design reflective of RTA’s impact in the
community. Design guidelines and entry
rules can be found at
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org. All

submissions must be received by Feb.
15, by 6 p.m.

“Rock’n Fossil Adventures”
Spring Break Camp. Children ages 7
to 10 can enjoy a week-long, full-day
nature camp for youth ages 7 - 10 where
children learn about the geology of Al-
exandria and the surrounding region.
Activities include outdoor hikes, games,
rock and fossil collecting, related crafts,
journaling, and more at Jerome
“Buddie” Ford Nature Center, 5750
Sanger Ave., April 2-6, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(drop off at 8:30 a.m.). Fee: $275 City
resident / $300 nonresidents. To regis-
ter, visit www.alexandriava.gov/
recreation or call 703-746-5559.

The Lyceum’s History Camp for

Kids. The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, is now registering for its three-
day camp for children ages 5 to 7.  Clio’s
Kids mini-camp introduces children to
American history and life in historic Al-
exandria through artifacts, storytelling,
singing, crafts, old-fashioned games,
and visits to nearby historic places.
Clio’s Kids runs from Tuesday, July 24,
through Thursday, July 26, from 9 a.m.
to noon. Camp will be held at The Ly-
ceum, 201 South Washington Street.
The cost is $105, which includes snacks
and souvenirs, and advance registration
is required. Call 703-746-4994 or visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

Alexandria Archaeology is host
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Personhood in Virginia
Abortion has sparked some of the sharpest exchanges in the

General Assembly session this year, with two controversial bills
making it out of the House of Delegates at the halfway point this
week. Del. Bob Marshall (R-13) introduced the symbolically
important House Bill 1, an indication of its significance among
the Republican leadership. The effort, known as the Personhood
Bill, would effectively outlaw all Virginia abortions by declaring
that the rights of persons apply from the moment sperm and egg
unite.

“We’re talking about inside a woman’s body,” said Del.
Charnielle Herring (D-46) during the debate on the House floor.
“This is the first time, if we pass this bill, that we will be dictat-
ing a medical procedure to a physician.”

For years, Marshall’s bill has passed the House only to become
bogged down in the Senate. Now that Republicans are in charge
of the upper chamber, it stands to survive a Senate under new
conservative control. Republicans said opponents were alarm-
ists who were exaggerating the consequences.

“I would suggest the claim that there are a vast field unin-
tended consequences because of the word person is sorely mis-
placed,” said Marshall. “For example, if a person’s going to be
given a ticket for driving 80 mph, I would suggest that it prob-
ably doesn’t apply to the child before birth.”

The measure passed on a 66-32 vote.

No Consent Needed
The effort to require women seeking abortions to undergo an

ultrasound has also sparked some of the most heated debate in
Richmond this year. Earlier in the session, Sen. Janet Howell
(D-32) introduced an amendment that would have required a
rectal exam and cardiac stress test before men could obtain a
prescription for erectile dysfunction. That amendment didn’t pass,
but it sure got a lot of attention.

This week, as the House of Delegates took up the issue, Del.
David Englin (D-45) took a different tactic. On the House floor,
he introduced an amendment that would require a woman to
give written consent before a doctor could probe her with an
ultrasound device.

“I still couldn’t vote for the bill, even with this amendment,”
Englin acknowledged. “However, this bill is going to become law.
And if it’s going to become law, we ought to at least protect the
women of the commonwealth from this kind of invasive pen-
etration against their consent.”

Del. Kathy Byron (R-22) took the floor to oppose the amend-
ment, describing abortion as the ultimate invasive procedure.
She said House Bill 462 was necessary so women seeking an
abortion fully understood the process. Englin shot back that all
he was trying to do was make sure that a woman consented to a
procedure that involves vaginal penetration before it was con-
ducted. “This is about protecting women in this commonwealth,”
said Englin. “How difficult a moral concept is it to say before you
perform an invasive procedure on our wives and our daughters
that you have to get that woman, who you are going to use a
probe inside, to sign a piece of paper saying, ‘Yes I consent to
having this done to my body.’?”

The amendment failed on a vote of 64 to 34.

A Tale of Two Metrics
Virginia currently uses a formula that evaluates energy-saving

projects based on how they impact energy users who don’t par-
ticipate in the conservation program. Critics say that approach
makes it harder to justify the return on investment for a project.
That’s why Councilman Rob Krupicka suggested that the City
Council support House Bill 894, which was introduced by Del. R
Lee Ware (R-65), which excludes those who don’t participate
when determining energy efficiency.

“The metric they use severely undercuts the opportunity for
implementing new and innovate energy efficiency programs,”
said Krupicka. “The problem with that is you may be able to
create a bunch of clean-energy jobs, but if a program is based on
participation.”

— Michael Lee Pope

In Session

See Leftover Money,  Page 14

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

E
very year, millions of dollars worth of pre-
school funding goes unused. Here in Alexan-
dria, for example, Virginia offered $1.6 mil-

lion worth of matching funds for preschool programs
in the city. But only $945,000 was raised to offer for
the match, leaving $655,000 unspent. The way Vir-
ginia law currently works, that money goes back into
the general fund. But a bill introduced by Sen. Adam
Ebbin (D-30) would set aside that unused money
for a new grant program aimed at expanding access
to preschool rather than having the money spent on
prisons or tax credits for corporations.

“Some people just don’t
understand how important
preschool is to a successful
outcome for success later in
life,” said Ebbin. “It’s impor-
tant for communities to
have access to preschool
funding, and we don’t want
to limit it to communities
that have money for a
match.”

Here in Alexandria, one in
four children show up for
the first day of Kindergarten without a quality pre-
school experience. And even though 315 Alexandria
children are participating in the Virginia Preschool
Initiative, more names are being added to the wait-
ing list every year. And because of the sluggish
economy, more and more parents are falling on hard
times. That means more and more children are eli-
gible to participate in the program, which covers
families that struggling to get by at 250 percent of
the poverty rate.

“These are all at-risk children from disadvantaged
families,” said Carol Farrell, director of the Alexan-
dria Office of Early Childhood Education. “These are
needs that are currently unmet, especially in rural
parts of the state.”

INCREASING ACCESS to preschool has been a goal
in Alexandria for years. Recent years have seen some
increase, although the demand remains much higher
than supply. Last year, former City Manager Jim
Hartmann added $450,000 to the Department of
Human Services to reduce the number of children on
the waiting list for preschool. The appropriation pro-
vided access for about 64 families. In addition to that,
Alexandria City Public Schools recently added sev-
eral school-based preschool programs that now serve
112 children. And yet even though more children are
being served, about 100 children are still on the wait-
ing list.

“We’ve been chipping away at that waiting list ev-
ery year for the last four of five years,” said Council-
man Rob Krupicka, who added the bill to the city’s
legislative package. “Our schools have constrained
space, so we are running into the challenges of find-
ing places to even put these classrooms.”

This year, Alexandria turned down about half a
million dollars worth of matching funds for preschool.
If Ebbin’s bill is successful, that money would go into
a newly created grant program known as the Virginia

Preschool Initiative Fund
Program. The funding could
be used to offer training for
preschool teachers or to pur-
chase materials and supplies
for a new classroom.

“The governor did cut
back on the amount of
money he put in the budget
this year for the Virginia Pre-
school Initiative,” said Alex-
andria legislative director
Bernard Caton. “So it’s un-

known how much will be left over.”

THE FUNDING FORMULA for the Virginia Pre-
school Initiative is based on an assumption that pro-
viding pre-Kindergarten costs about $6,000 for each
student each academic year. But because the actual
cost of providing the service is much more expensive
than that, city officials say, the match received from
Richmond turns out to be less than half the cost. Part
of the reason for that is the diversity of different set-
tings where the classes are offered, which include
everything from school-based classrooms to private
preschool classrooms

Children at
Network
Preschool
enjoy a
puppet
show.

Using Leftover Money for Preschools
Bill would set aside
unallocated money for
preschool funding as
grants to help children.
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“Some people just don’t
understand how important
preschool is to a
successful outcome for
success later in life.”

— Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30)

News
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News

By Montie Martin

Gazette Packet

S
laves were happier than Northern
ers believed, and African Ameri
cans made no notable contribu
tions to society. So says the 1957

school textbook, “Virginia: History, Govern-
ment, Geography.”

As antiquated and ignorant as the com-
ments may seem, the textbook was in use
throughout middle schools in Alexandria
until the 1970s. Retired educator and com-
munity activist Carlton Funn keeps the text-
book close to his heart, but the message far
away.

“I want people to see this is what moti-
vated me,” said Funn. “This book lacks
achievements made by African Americans.”

Funn taught history at Lyles-Crouch for
15 years, during which time he developed
his own curriculum and taught beyond the
book. Included among his students was
Alexandria’s current mayor Bill Euille, a
seventh grader at the time.

“Funn was bright, intelligent and inspi-

rational, he was a breath of fresh air,” said
Euille. “He wrote his own curriculum be-
cause he wanted African American achieve-
ments to be made known.”

Funn influenced the Lyles-Crouch com-
munity as a whole. Although he was never
a student in Funn’s history class,
Alexandria’s current police chief Earl Cook
was inspired by Funn’s diversion from the

text.
“I felt his influence without a direct touch,

the community effect was there,” said Cook.
“I became a history major. Trying to get his-
tory accurate is difficult, politics are taught
in textbooks.”

According to Louis Hicks, director of the
Alexandria Black History Museum, the po-
litical ramifications of portraying slaves as

being happy and content is a subtle way to
justify human bondage.

“The textbook was typical of the climate
we were taught in, our only contribution
was a paragraph about slavery,” said Hicks.
“Depicting people as content and happy
supports and justifies slavery.”

Funn took his teachings beyond the class-
room, and in 1970 he presented a series of
cultural lectures to the Alexandria Police
Department. As an important point of con-
tact with the community at large, Funn be-
lieved cultural understanding could solve
latent problems associated with police re-
lations.

“Police relations with the community
were pretty good, but there were problems,”
said Funn. “After the lectures I saw how the
police applied the lessons, I saw men and
women treating citizens differently.”

As a significant aspect of police history,
Funn recently presented a plaque com-
memorating the successful lecture series to
Cook. A second plaque was given to Euille
in recognition of his personal accomplish-
ments as the first African American mayor
of Alexandria.

Today Funn has formalized his lecture
series into a traveling cultural exposition.
To date he has presented the exhibit over
500 times in 12 states, and has included
over 28 diverse cultures.

Reflecting on When Black History Was Ignored
Funn’s role extended
to series of lectures
for police.

Alexandria Black History director Louis Hicks interviews retired educa-
tor Carlton Funn for the ongoing Alexandria Black History series.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

By Ashley Simpson

Gazette Packet

B
orn and raised on Buchanan
Street in Alexandria, West
Potomac High School teacher

Daryl Mackey was determined to give
back to his community. In the early
1990s, he launched his DreamEsteem
program as West Potomac High School’s
basketball coach.

“The TeamEsteem started with the
camps,” Mackey said. “I believed in team-
work as being a strong component to a
person’s self-esteem. I felt that Pat Riley,
who had patented the word ‘Threepeat,’
had something that was his unique
word.”

The word, TeamEsteem, he said, rep-
resents his coaching philosophy for a
high school team and beyond.
“TeamEsteem” has since been trade-
marked.

“It was ‘TeamEsteem,’ he continued,
“meaning your team had to be prevalent
in your school, home and community, on
the basketball court or any area that you
went, you represented your team. You

Teacher Launches TeamEsteem Program

High school teacher Daryl Mackey

Latest book
addresses
finance for youths.

had to have a word that summarizes that.”
Since launching TeamEsteem within the

school’s basketball team and affiliated
camps, Mackey has included it in his class-
room.  In 2011, with the help of talents and
perspectives of his students, he wrote two
books. One he co-wrote with his wife, Dana
R. Colbert-Mackey, it’s geared toward
younger children entitled, “A Successful
Team Has TeamEsteem,” with illustrations
by at the time freshman student Hiwan
Adhamon.

This was part of Mackey’s plan to “em-
power youth to define their nitch and en-
hance their skills,” an element of
TeamEsteem.

“The concept of TeamEsteem is seizing

veterans (adults) to build a rapport with
young people to encourage them to follow
their goals, refine their gifts that have been
given to them on their arrival,” Mackey said.

The second book, which he also wrote in
2011, “TeamEsteem is the Key to a Teen’s
Financial Dreams,” which outlines the es-
sence of the concepts and how it can help
students achieve and pay for their post-
graduate goals.

Mackey said there will be a book signing
at Hooray for Books! in Alexandria on Feb.
19 from 1:30-2:30 p.m.

The signing will be “to introduce
TeamEsteem to the City of Alexandria and
to bring positive people together in an out-
standing environment that promotes read-
ing, which is one of our initiatives — to
encourage students to be financially liter-
ate,” Mackey said. “The goal of the event is
to introduce positive people to young people
who need role models.”

There will also be a financial summit on
April 7 at the Carlyle Club to promote
TeamEsteem.

Mackey owns real estate which is the
foundation to D&D Enterprize, LLC, which
funds the TeamEsteem Network and phil-
anthropic efforts. Ten sponsors are in ne-
gotiations for the DreamEsteem financial
summit in April. Among the sponsors that
are making the event possible include Peggy
White of Long and Foster, BB&T, Burke and
Herbert, Nate Wilson and the Carlyle Club
is giving a generous discount.

Mackey said
TeamEsteem is
just at the be-
ginning and he
expects it to
grow and to
thrive in Al-
e x a n d r i a
a n d
throughout Fairfax
County and the rest of the East Coast.

“TeamEsteem and our network have a
streamline growth drivers for 2012,”
Mackey said. “Our first quarter goal is to
introduce the book throughout the
United States, throughout corporations
and organizations such as the military
and the industry.”

Secondly, Mackey said he hopes to con-
tinue the networking financial seminars
that would take place in the spring and
the fall, which includes the launch event
in April. “We will continue throughout
the year at various locations locally and
throughout the East Coast,” he said. “We
will be utilizing outreach associates who
will represent the 10 concepts that we’re
introducing in this second book where
we’ll educate teenagers and our youth
about knowing the concept of
TeamEsteem, financial literacy and read-
ing. We’ll also be collaborating with dif-
ferent programs like AVIT and various
programs throughout the city of Alexan-
dria and Fairfax County.”
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A
 plan to raise $300 million in bonds
to upgrade wastewater treatment
plants around the commonwealth
stalled in a House of Delegates com-

mittee last week, a setback in meeting EPA re-
quirements to clean up the water that
leads to the Bay. Money is tight, law-
makers say, although an identical plan
cleared the Senate.

Let’s be clear that part of what we’re talking
about by delay is continuing to allow raw sew-
age to run into Virginia’s waterways every time
it rains.

This is like deciding to let the toilets in the
house overflow rather than spend money on
the plumber. Not only is it unhealthy and un-

pleasant, it also makes Virginia less attractive
for tourists and eco-tourists.

Upgrading the sewage treatment plants will
generate jobs, but also upgrade the quality of
the water Virginians depend on for drinking,

household and business use and rec-
reation.

More than 30 years of “saving” the
Chesapeake Bay has accomplished

about half of what needs to be done. The bay
is primary attraction for tourists in Virginia,
and is the basis for many jobs. The investment
in the health of the bay is a jobs bill for Vir-
ginia.

Aside from upgrading the treatment plants,
states in the Chesapeake Bay watershed will

Saving the Bay: A Good Investment
Cleaning up the water that runs into the
Chesapeake Bay will help create jobs and
economic activity in Virginia.

need to find ways slow the pace of stormwater
runoff, do better with erosion control, change
some agricultural practices to keep “fertilizer”
from rushing into waterways every time it
rains, and more. Efforts made upstream by
other states will also benefit Virginia’s water-
ways. There are new green and more cost ef-
fective ways to go about many of these tasks.

The mission will also need the continued
involvement of individuals and organizations
who are dedicated to the Chesapeake Bay.

It’s an investment that will pay dividends for
Virginia.

Pet Connection
Send us photos of your pets this week for

inclusion in next week’s Pet Connection. Our
favorite pictures include both pets and humans.
Please identify everyone in the photo, give a
brief description of your pet, include address
and phone number, and email to:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial

Messages Sent by Fan
 In the language of the fan: Come visit me at the Lee-
Fendall House. In the Victorian era, fans were in
popular use. Similar to texting a friend across the
room, a few of the possible messages include: closing
slowly - I wish to speak with you, carrying in the left
hand - I desire your acquaintance, dropping the fan  -
we will be friends, carrying in right hand in front of
face - follow me, resting on the left cheek - no, rest-
ing on the right cheek - yes, snapping shut - anger or
annoyance, opening and shutting - you are cruel,
open wide - wait for me, drawing forward across
forehead - we are being watched, and drawing across
cheek - I love you.
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Losing Battle
For Education?
To the Editor:

Decisions. When it comes to
public policy, the decisions are
never as simple as everyone would
like and many times, you never
really understand why people
make the decisions they make. The
Superintendent’s salary was in-
creased salary increased to
$244,080 ($44,380 more than
what the U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion makes and $69,080 more
than what the Governor of Virginia
makes), and what has Alexandria
gotten for that money?

An audit recently revealed that
$211 million had been misman-
aged.

School officials had to ask City
Council for an additional $18 mil-
lion.

The chief financial officer re-
signs claiming that ACPS is a “hos-
tile work environment.”

ACPS hires an expensive execu-
tive who ran the company that
ACPS purchased a scripted read-
ing program from.

And now it is eliminating impor-
tant educational services impact-
ing ACPS students with disabili-
ties:

❖ Elimination of 13 Special Edu-
cation staff positions at Mount
Vernon Elementary School.

❖ Elimination of seven Special
Education staff positions at T.C.
Williams.

❖ Elimination of an Early Child-
hood Education position.

❖ Elimination of summer school
programs

❖ Elimination of four physical

therapy and occupational therapy
positions.

❖ Elimination of two technology
integration teachers.

❖ Elimination of an instruc-
tional coach who worked to meet
student needs for language acqui-
sition, special education, English
language learners, cultural compe-
tency, and student engagement.

❖ Elimination of the district
level social work coordinator.

These cuts impact ACPS stu-
dents with disabilities, like my son,
a teenager with Autism, who will
be attending T.C. Williams High
School next year — great to know
that there will be even less of the
very little help he currently gets
in middle school, for him, when
he gets to high school.

Virginia’s Constitution states
that all of the children in Virginia
are guaranteed a high quality edu-
cational program and that educa-
tional program has to be main-
tained. It does not improve student
learning or academic achieve-
ment.

Instead, it pays lip service that
Alexandria’s children deserve the
best possible education, rewards
the bureaucracy down at 2000 N.
Beauregard Street and guts that
constitutional guarantee.

Michael J. Carrasco

Ideological
Differences
To the Editor:

Del. David Englin exhorts us to
“Put Pragmatism Over Ideology”
so as to not “balance the budget

Letters to the Editor
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 24

on the backs of the poor.” But
an attitude against “balancing the
budget on the backs of the poor”
is no less an “ideology” than that
of the “no tax pledge” contingent.
Increasing taxes to fund health,
education, welfare and social ser-
vices for children, many of whose
parents are not legally present in
the country, and the poor, many
of whom are not legally present,
is no less ideological nor more
pragmatic than not doing so to
hold the line on taxes when the

economy is already very weak.
Why not retitle Delegate Englin’s
Richmond Report, “Put My Ideol-
ogy Over Their Ideology.”

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Keep All
Options Open
To the Editor:

In their letter to the editor last
week, Nate Macek and Bob Wood,

co-authors of the Waterfront Plan
Work Group final report, remind
readers that the Work Group “was
in broad agreement that eminent
domain should play no part in the
acquisition of private property
along the City’s Waterfront.” This
sentiment was not shared by all,
as member David Olinger re-
quested, to no avail, that the
bracketed word be added to Group
Recommendation 3.69, as follows:
“Pursue eliminating the ODBC
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Prefinished Flooring

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

President’s Day Sale!
Lowest Prices of the Season

President’s Day Sale!
Lowest Prices of the Season

From Page 1

News

Thiel said the department had received
countless letters and emails from people
that Weissman had helped in his role as a
paramedic over the years, an indication that
his patients seemed to care as much about
Weissman as he did about them. In one situ-
ation, for example, he responded to a inci-
dent in which a grandmother who had been
carrying her young grandson tripped and
fell. The boy’s mother, upon arriving home
after the incident, was concerned with the
medical status of her son. Weissman revis-
ited the home and reassured the mother
that he had thoroughly checked the little
boy during the initial response, alleviating
the mother’s concerns. The mother was so
impressed by Weissman’s concern that she
wrote a letter to the fire chief expressing
her appreciation for his actions.

FIRE OFFICIALS praised Weissman’s clini-
cal skills and commitment to those he
served. He was known to visit the homes of
the individuals and families he helped, pro-
viding comfort even after an emergency
subsided. Beyond serving as an emergency
responder, Weissman participated in numer-
ous committees for the department and as
an instructor. Weissman’s work has been

recognized by numerous awards, including
the Alexandria Jaycees Award in 2011 for
his contributions to the Field Training Pro-
gram for EMS Interns, and the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce Valor Award. He was
an active participant in the EMS Training
Committee and the EMS Quality Manage-
ment Committee. Weissman was also in-
volved in establishing and implementing a
training program on mass casualty inci-
dents.

Beyond work and family Weissman filled
his life with his love of construction equip-

ment, American history, caring for his gar-
den, playing with his most loved cat Nahla
and as a proud fan of the New York Rang-
ers, New York Jets and the New York Mets.

He is survived by his wife Rebecca; his
parents, Edward and Frances Weissman; his
brother and sister-in-law Gabriel and Jes-
sica Weissman; father and mother-in-law
Ronald and Maureen Updike and Rebecca’s
sisters and brother-in-laws Sarah and
Rodney Smith, Michelle Updike and Charles
McCreless, Kristin and Steven Pronko and
finally his nephew and niece Trevor and
Madison Smith.

Thousands to
Attend Services
For Paramedic

Firefighters from across the nation are expected
to convene in the Alexandria this week to honor
fallen Alexandria paramedic Joshua Weismann.

If possible, residents are encouraged to avoid
travel or expect significant delays near event areas
during memorial events and funeral services.

Traffic is expected to be substantially obstructed
between 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Thursday as the
following streets will be closed intermittently for
the funeral service.

The memorial processional and services are ex-
pected to bring more than 200 fire vehicles and
more than 2,000 people into Alexandria. Commu-
nity members should avoid these areas if possible
and be patient with delays during this event.

From time to time during the day, the following
streets will be closed to facilitate movement of the
funeral procession and the participants:

❖ Janney’s Lane from King Street to Quaker Lane
❖ Seminary Road from Quaker Lane to Van Dorn

Street
❖ Van Dorn Street from Seminary Road to

Braddock Road
❖ Braddock Road from Van Dorn Street to King

Street
❖ King Street from Braddock Road and Quaker

Lane to Russell Road.
Alexandria City Public Schools will alter dis-

missal times to ensure that students can safely
leave school and be transported to their afterschool
destinations in the midst of road closures and un-
precedented traffic.

The City has coordinated with Campagna Cen-
ter after care programs and after-care programs at
city recreation centers to provide child care for
families currently enrolled in these programs. In
addition, recreation centers at Charles Houston,
Cora Kelly, William Ramsay, Patrick Henry, Mount
Vernon, Charles Barrett, Nannie Lee, and John
Adams will be open immediately following the
early dismissal.

Weissman

After the news of the death of Alexandria EMS Officer Joshua Weissman,
the Alexandria City flag, the Alexandria Fire Department Flag and the Ivy
Hill Cemetery flag were lowered to half-mast and a black ribbon drapes
the historic Alexandria  Firemen’s Memorial at the Ivy Hill Cemetery.
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News

Leftover Money for Preschools
From Page 8

“The cost of a private preschool is, on
average, about $9,800 for a 4-year-old for
a full year,” said Farrell. “So we not only
have to come up with a match, we also have
to come up with a way to locate the rest of
that funding.”

Preschool is not mandatory, and some
parents may not be interested in sending
their children to preschool or may not know
about the Virginia Preschool Initiative.

From Page 3

Development Plan for Beauregard
change on the West End. A recent study

by the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments concluded that in the next 30
years, Alexandria is projected to add 52,000
new jobs, 43,000 new residents and 24,000
new housing units. The new Washington
Headquarters Service at the Mark Center,
which added more than 6,000 daily com-
muters to the West End, may be the tip of
the iceberg.

“We knew we couldn’t rely on one mode
of transportation to manage that traffic,”
said Abi Learnier, deputy director of Trans-
portation and Environmental Services. “We
knew we had to create a multi-modal ap-
proach.”

The solution is a high-capacity transit

corridor that snakes through the West End,
connecting Shirlington and the Pentagon.
The transitway will include elements such
as larger stations with real-time informa-
tion, new signs, improved transit headways
and rapid transit vehicle with a greater ca-
pacity than a typical local bus. The center-
piece of the transportation network is a
controversial ellipse at Seminary Road and
Beuregard Street designed to eliminate left
turns from both directions on Seminary,
redirecting those movements in a way simi-
lar to a traffic circle.

“I am not convinced by anything I have
seen or read this will work,” said Council-
woman Del Pepper, who lives on the West
End. “It may work on paper, but I don’t think
it will work in reality.”

Those who want to participate must put
their name on a waiting list and hope for a
slot to open up. Krupicka said that closing
that waiting list will be a personal goal as
he begins his final year in office.

“Closing the waiting list does not mean
that we are serving every child in this city,”
said Krupicka. “So the next step in the pro-
cess after closing the waiting list is finding
a way to reach out to families around the
community and let them know that this is
a service that’s available to them.”

By Jeanne Theismann

 Gazette Packet

T
he Neighborhood Pharmacy
owner Stacy Swartz was pre-
sented the 2012 Heart of Del

Ray Award as representatives from the
Del Ray Business Association made a
surprise visit to the pharmacy Feb. 13 to
reveal the winner of the online poll.

“Of all the events I work on, this is one
of my favorites because I love getting to
read all the wonderful comments about
the amazing businesses in Del Ray,” said
DRBA representative Gayle Reuter.  “And
these businesses really do help make Del
Ray feel like such a welcoming small
town and is the reason why we love to
live, work and shop in Del Ray.”

The Heart of Del Ray Award is pre-
sented annually by the DRBA during the
Valentine’s Day holiday to the business
that serves as the “heart and soul” of Del
Ray.  More than 400 votes were cast in
the week-long voting prior to the pre-
sentation. Other finalists for the 2012
award were: Greener Cleaner of Del Ray,
Pork Barrel BBQ, St. Elmo’s Coffee Shop
and Taqueria Poblano.

As one online comment noted: “Stacy

and the Neighborhood Pharmacy truly
reflect the home town feeling of Del Ray.
Everyone is always helpful, always
friendly and always going out of their
way for you.”

And the Winner Is …

Neighborhood Pharmacy owner
Stacy Swartz, left, is presented
the 2012 Heart of Del Ray Award
by Gayle Reuter and 2011 win-
ner Bobi Bomar.
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gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
or complete our online form at

alexandriagazette.com

Send Your
Photos & Stories Now to

Be sure to include your name, address and phone
number, and identify all people and pets in photos.

Submission deadline is February 17.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection

in February
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2012 deadline is 6/1/2012

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

Schools

By Gale Curcio

 Gazette  Packet

T
he door to a new room at T.C.
Williams High School was
unlocked last month. The
Ben Carson Reading Room is

now open to all students, giving them a
new place to unlock their hopes and
dreams.

Filled with hundreds of books donated
by Duffy Books in Homes USA, the room
is also equipped with Kindles, laptops,
and iPads. There are comfortable chairs,
making it a warm and inviting place to
read.

A dedication of the Ben Carson Reading
Room at T.C. Williams High School was held
last month — and all the people who made
it happen were in attendance.

Dr. Roy Heron, founder of Doctor’s Weight
Loss Center, had the original vision which
he shared with Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille,
who in turn shared it with Suzanne Maxey,
principal of T.C. Williams High School and
Dr. Morton Sherman, superintendent of Al-
exandria City Public Schools.

The project was the culmination of two
years of dedicated fundraising by Heron and
members of the DC Metro Carson Scholars

Chapter.
The new reading room is one of over 60

Ben Carson Reading Rooms that currently
exist in nine states; the one at T.C. Williams
is the first in Virginia. The Ben Carson Read-
ing Project is the brainchild of Dr. Ben
Carson, a pediatric neurosurgeon at the
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center and au-
thor of “Gifted Hands.” The program pro-
vides funding and support to local schools
so that they can create friendly and invit-
ing reading rooms in schools for students
to discover the joy of reading.

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran spoke at the dedica-
tion, saying, “This is what it’s all about. You

are opening up a whole new world. I was
so excited when I met Ben Carson. Ben is a
great man; brilliant and is changing the
world. This [room] will provide a compre-
hensive learning program.”

Sherman then spoke, recalling how Heron
and Euille connected him with the work that
Carson does.

“From that conversation, it grew into
this,” said Sherman. “When I first spoke to
Bill and Roy, they were thinking big.”

Euille thanked Sherman for “believing in
the project” and then went onto acknowl-
edge Heron and Carson, saying, “Roy is a
healer of bodies. Ben is a healer of minds.

They came together to make a difference.”
Heron said, “I want to be the spark for

the community and be the trail setter for
the area.”

Part of the money raised was apportioned
to The Carson Scholars Fund scholarship
— a program that awards students who
strive for academic excellence and demon-
strate a strong commitment to their com-
munity with $1,000 college scholarships.

Receiving those awards were Samuel
Davies and  Abby Bolton. Davies addressed
the crowd, as did DeAra Brown and
Ra’Quell Carrington, sophomore and jun-
ior representatives respectively, all of whom
spoke about their dreams and goals for the
future.

Heron started raising money in 2010,
holding a fundraising gala at The New
Zealand Embassy. He went on to solicit
sponsors and donations throughout 2011
and connected with B. Keith Fulton, vice
president of Verizon Virginia; they agreed
to be the main sponsor of the project.

“Not too long ago, we were having din-
ner and talking about this,” said Fulton.
“Now it’s here. Everybody believes in you.
That’s why we’re here and that’s why we
did what we did.”

For more information, visit http://
carsonscholars.org/content/about-csf/
chapters/washington.

First in the state.
Ben Carson Reading Room Opens at T.C. Williams

Samuel Davies, Carson
Scholar recipient.

DeAra Brown, sopho-
more, T.C. Williams
High School.

Ra’Quell Carrington,
junior, T. C. Williams
High School.
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Spellbinding “Really Really” debuts
at Signature Theatre in Arlington.

Theater

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

D
id he or didn’t he? It was
the college party of the
year and ambitious

young co-ed Leigh finally gets her
man, the All-American rugby cap-
tain Davis. But all is not what it
seems as events unfold in the spell-
binding production of “Really Re-
ally,” now playing at Signature
Theatre.

The debut play by 26-year-old
playwright Paul Downs Colaizzo,
“Really Really” follows a group of
college seniors on the verge of
graduation. In the aftermath of a
hook up gone wrong, friendships
unravel in the face of accusations
of rape at an elite unnamed uni-
versity.

Directed by Signature’s Associ-
ate Artistic Director Matthew
Gardiner, the contemporary drama
showcases a brilliant young cast
that includes Paul James, Kim
Rosen, Bethany Anne Lind, Danny
Gavigan, Lauren Culpepper, Evan
Casey and Jake Odmark.

As the play opens, Leigh
(Bethany Anne Lind) and her
roommate Grace (Lauren
Culpepper) are arriving home in
a drunken stupor following a
party at the apartment of Davis
(Jake Odmark) and his fellow
teammates. It becomes clear that
Leigh, a have-not in a school of
privileged students,  has an
agenda of her own following her
ill-timed sexual encounter with
Davis while her wealthy fiancé
Jimmy (Danny Gavigan) is out of

town.
Or was it ill-timed after all? The

morning after finds Leigh, who has
led Jimmy to believe she is preg-
nant with his child, accusing Davis
of rape after Davis’ roommate Coo-
per (Evan Casey) lets it slip to
Jimmy what took place in his ab-
sence.

The he said/she said play, which
coincidentally makes its debut as
University of Virginia student
George Huguely is being tried for
the murder of Yeardley Love, di-
vides the friends and roommates
as each takes sides and struggles
to protect themselves and their
futures in the face of the scandal.

Complicating the situation is the
fact that Davis can’t actually re-
member his alleged encounter
with Leigh, a point the accuser and
her sister Haley (Kim Rosen) uses
to their advantage.

Lind and Odmark are riveting in
the lead roles of Leigh and Davis.
As the story unfolds, the charac-
ter of each becomes more complex
and the truth about the night in
question becomes clouded with
doubt.

The scenic design by Misha
Kachman consists of a stage clev-
erly split between the well-kept
apartment of Leigh and Grace and
the more traditional man-cave
digs of the rugby roommates.
Gardiner skillfully uses the light-
ing by Colin K. Bills to direct the
attention of the audience to the
unraveling details of the ill-fated
night now under investigation.

With a recurring theme of “Gen-
eration Me,” Colaizzo has crafted

characters that epitomize today’s
pampered generation of students
that will stop at nothing to avoid
accountability for their actions.

Despite what to some may be a
disturbing subject matter, “Really
Really,” is mesmerizing and
thought-provoking with a brilliant
ensemble cast. It will keep you
guessing long after the final cur-
tain call and is a production not
to be missed.

“Really Really” is playing now
through March 25 at Signature
Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave., Ar-
lington. The production contains
strong language and explicit situ-
ations and is for mature audi-
ences only. For tickets or more in-
formation, call 703-820-9771 or
visit www.signature-theatre.org.

Photos by Scott Suchman

From left: Danny Gavigan (as Jimmy), Paul James (as Johnson) and Evan Casey (as
Cooper) talking about last night’s big party in “Really Really” at Virginia’s Signature
Theatre through March 25.

Danny Gavigan
(as Jimmy)
gives Bethany
Anne Lind (as
Leigh) a com-
forting em-
brace. “Really
Really” plays
at Virginia’s
Signature
Theatre
through
March 25.

Reasonable Doubt

Know of something missing from our
Local Theater listings? Send it to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com
or gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is 2 p.m. the
Thursday before publication. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412.

MARCH 6 THROUGH APRIL 15
“Brother Russia.” Performances are
Tuesday through Sunday evenings,
with matinees on Saturdays and
Sundays. Tickets are now on sale
starting at $63. Single tickets are
available in person at the Signature
Box Office or by calling Ticketmaster at
703-573-SEAT. Student discount
tickets are $30 and must be purchased
the week of the performance. At
Signature Theater, 4200 Campbell Ave.
in Shirlington.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 11
Jules Feiffer’s “Little Murders.”
Show times are Thursday through
Saturday 8 p.m.; Saturday/Sunday

matinee at 2:30 P.M. Post-show talk-
back on Jan. 19. At Gunston Theatre
II, 2700 South Lang St., Arlington.
Order tickets online at
americancentury.org or 703-998-
4555.

FEB. 24 TO MARCH 10
“The Dixie Swim Club.” Port City

Playhouse presents a delightful
comedy about five women who were
on their college swim team and get
together for a “girls only” weekend at
a cottage on the Outer Banks every
summer.  Fri.-Sat., Feb. 24-25, March
2-3 and 9-10; Tues., March 6 at 8
p.m.; Sat. matinees March 3 and 10 at
2 p.m. Tickets are $18 general
admission, $16 seniors & students,
$14 groups of 10+.  At The LAB at
Convergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-2880 or
www.portcityplayhouse.org.

APRIL 20 TO MAY 6
“Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me.”

Port City Playhouse presents a play

focused on the trials and tribulations of
an Irishman, Englishman and an
American who are kidnapped and held
hostage by unseen Arabs in Lebanon.
Tickets are $18 general admission, $16
seniors & students, $14 groups of 10+.
At The LAB at Convergence, 1819 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Call 703-
838-2880 or
www.portcityplayhouse.org.

FEB. 3 TO 17
“Laughter on the 23rd Floor.” Show

times are Feb. 3, 4, 5 (m), 10, 11, 12
(m), 16, 17. Evenings at 8 p.m.,
Matinees (m) at 2:30 p.m. Presented
by the Arlington Players. At Gunston
Theatre One, 2700 South Lang St.,
Arlington.

NOW THROUGH MARCH 25
“Really Really.” Showtimes are

Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m., Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and
Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets
are $56 - $80 and are available by

calling Ticketmaster at 703-573-
SEAT (7328) or visiting
www.signature-theatre.org.
Signature is offering a special “20
Seats for $20” ticket deal for every
performance. At Signature
Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave.,
Arlington.

FEB. 9 TO MARCH 3
“Genesis Reboot.” Tickets are

$30. Presented by Synetic Theater.
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays at 8
p.m.; Sundays at 2 p.m. At Crystal
City Theater, 1800 South Bell St.

JUNE 1 TO 17
“A Little Night Music.” Presented

by TAP. Auditions will take place
in March. The director will cast 14
singing actors (five male, nine
female), age ranging 14-70.
Singing actors of diverse
backgrounds are encouraged to
audition. At the  Mead Center for
American Theater. Visit
www.thearlingtonplayers.org.

Theater
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Help build a Miracle Field
Have fun helping our special needs community

Be part of the Spring Fund Raising

Join us at

The Sock Hop
7:00pm to 10:00pm

Saturday, February 25, 2012
At the Mount Vernon Recreation Center

Proceeds benefit the Miracle Field
and

Honor our own Ryan Bailey
Food and Music

And lots of family fun

Be There or be Square!

Tickets:
$25 for Singles
$40 for Couples

$50 Entire Family

Purchase at:
A Show of Hands

2301 Mount Vernon Avenue
or

on-line at: www.Miracleleagueofalexandria.com

See Entertainment,  Page 21

Entertainment

NOW THROUGH FEB. 26
Love, Politics & Scrabble. The Games

People Play, juried art exhibit at Del
Ray Artisans, inspired by the games
people play throughout life. This juried
show explores the numerous games
people play in life, whether power,
Monopoly, manipulation, poker, Angry
Birds, baseball, or gossip. The
community is invited to ‘get their game
on’ at Art Games on Feb. 10 and Game
Talks on Feb. 25. The exhibit and
Marketplace, with artful Valentine
Cards, closes Feb 26.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or 703-
838-4827.

FEB. 11 THRU 19
Sherlock Holmes: The Adventure of

the Speckled Band. Feb. 11, 17 and
18 at 7:30 p.m.  Feb. 12, 19 at 3 p.m.
Presented by the Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theater. At
Heritage Presbyterian Church, 8503
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Tickets:
$10 available at the door only. Visit
www.MVCCT.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 16
Beverley Hills Garden Club. 10 a.m.

to noon. Meets in the Fellowship Hall
of Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria.
The program will be “Garden Therapy”
and members will be creating small
floral designs to donate to Goodwin
House.  Supplies will be provided and
a light lunch will be served. Beverley
Hills Garden Club meetings are held on
the third Thursday of the month at 10
a.m. at Westminister Presbyterian. All
are welcome.

Plants and Pollinators: A Perfect
Partnership. 7:30 p.m. Laura Beaty,
VNPS Potowmack Chapter propagation
chair will present a slide lecture that
will feature the bloom sequence of
local natives and highlight their

importance to local pollinators. At
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Call 703-642-
5173.

FRIDAY/FEB. 17
Open House. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visit West

Potomac Academy’s career and
technical education classes; meet with
instructors; talk with students; become
a business partner. At West Potomac
Academy, 6500 Quander Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-718-2750.

Artist Trading Card Night. 7 to 9 p.m.
Make and swap artist trading cards
from playing cards. Led by Theresa
Kulstald. Refreshments. Free. Adults
18-plus. At Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org

A Celebration of Charles Dickens
with Stephen Mead. 7 p.m. Acted
from memory and brought to life, the
scenes to be performed are: The
hilarious “Mr. Bob Sawyer’s Party” -
from The Pickwick Papers;  The
gruesome “Murder of Nancy” - from
Oliver Twist; and the heart-warming
“Nicholas and Smike at the Yorkshire
School” - from  Nicholas Nickleby. At
the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035 or visit
nvfaa.org.

SATURDAY/FEB. 18
Colonial Tea. 2 to 4 p.m. The tea will be

followed by a Living History program
featuring a Fashion Show of 18th
Century Clothing and a Presentation
on Deportment. Presented by the
Historic Pohick Church Docent Guild.
Tickets are $25/adults; $10/children.
At Pohick Church, 9301 Richmond
Highway, Lorton.

Mardi Gras Fundraiser. 7:30 to 10
p.m. The Mount Vernon District
Democratic Committee sponsors this
event to raise funds to elect Democrats

in the Mount Vernon District. At Don
Beyer Volvo, 7416 Richmond Highway,
Alexandria.

George Washington Birthnight
Banquet and Ball. 5:30 p.m. to 11
p.m. The evening includes a three-
course 18th-century banquet by
Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, English
country dancing, toasts, a special 18th-

century style dessert collation, and
character re-enactors – including
General and Mrs. Washington.
“After-five” attire is encouraged;
period costumes are optional.
Tickets are $100/person; $50/ball
only. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum,134 North Royal Street in
Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-
746-4242.
The Marsh in Winter. 1 to 3
p.m. Free. A nature walk at the
Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve, led
by Martin Ogle, Chief Naturalist at
Potomac Overlook Regional Park.
Will discuss winter tree and plant
identification, look for ducks,
geese and eagles, and examine
winter marsh ecology. Meet at 1
p.m. at the entrance to the Haul
Road (the walking path into
DMWP), just south of the Belle
Haven parking lot. Call 703-329-
1748 or visit www.fodm.org.
Virginia Grand Military
Band. 8 p.m. A Salute to Karl L.
King and Leonard B. Smith.
Admission is $20. At the Rebecca
S. Wilburn auditorium at Hayfield
Secondary School, 7630 Telegraph
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-426-
4777 or visit www.vgmb.com.

FEB. 18 AND 19
Meet the Critters. 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. Petco Store’s National
Adoption Weekend featuring dog,
cat and rabbit events at the Petco
Store in Alexandria at 6612
Richmond Highway, Alexandria.

Call 703-660-1300. Visit
www.petco.com.

Musician Nils Lofgren. At the
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., in
Alexandria.

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
Marty Nau Quartet. 10:55 a.m. Part of

Worshipful Jazz Sunday at Heritage

Presbyterian Church. Always held
prior to Lent, this is a community
favorite that features non-traditional
worship with jazz and gospel music.
Heritage Presbyterian is located at
8503 Ft. Hunt Road, 703-360-9546,
www.heritagechurchva.org.

Barbershop Harmony Concert. 3
p.m. Free, offering taken for United
Community Ministries. In classic
barbershop style, the 40-member
Harmony Heritage Singers do favorite
songs from days gone by such as
“Delta Dawn” and the Beach Boys hit,
“Barbara Ann.” In honor of Presidents
Day, there will be patriotic music,
including “America” and “Battle
Hymn of the Republic.” The men’s
chorus, also known as the Mount
Vernon Chapter of the Barbershop
Harmony Society, presents over 25
performances a year in the
Washington area. At Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane, Alexandria 22307. Call 703-
765-4779. Email
brandtron@verizon.net.
Baroque to Jazz. 4 p.m. Virginia
Chamber Orchestra’s Winter Concert.
Featuring Grieg’s Holberg Suite,
selections from Handel to Ellington.
Tickets are $20/adults; $18/seniors.
At the Ernst Community Cultural
Center, NVCC Annandale Campus,
8333 Little River Turnpike,
Annandale. Call 703-758-0179.

“Hail to the Chief.” 2 p.m. Presented
by the U.S. Marine Band. At the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, Northern Virginia
Community College, 3001 North
Beauregard Street, Alexandria. Call
703-845-6156 or
www.schlesingercenter.com.

Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic. 3 p.m. Admission is
$20. Conducted by U.S. James,
presenting Cesar Franck’s Symphony

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
Singer-songwriter Bob Franke. 7 p.m.

Tickets are $18/general; $15/advance. The
workshop ($60 general, discounts are
available) will be held Saturday, Feb. 18,
from 1:30 to 4 p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 19,
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. At Church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Visit www.focusmusic.org or
703-501-6061.
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Fresh Shad Roe

Winter Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
           Coq au vin • Cassoulet
               Chef Specials • Venison

Old Town

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

From Page 20

Entertainment

in D minor, The Washington Saxophone
Quartet in Bob Mintzer’s Rhythm of the

Americas, Composition Competition
Finalist Johathan Blumhofer’s
Diversions, and Haskell Small’s Scraps.
At Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Rd., Alexandria. Call 703-
799-8229 or visit
www.wmpamusic.org.

Singer-songwriter Bob Franke. 7
p.m. Tickets are $18/general; $15/
advance. The workshop ($60 general,
discounts are available) will be held
Saturday, Feb. 18, from 1:30 to 4 p.m.,
and Sunday, Feb. 19, from 2 to 4:30
p.m. At Church of the Resurrection,
2280 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.
Visit www.focusmusic.org or 703-501-
6061.

Blood for Blackie Blood Drive. 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. In memory of Blackie
Davis. At Crowne Plaza in Old Town.

MONDAY/FEB. 20
Tour Christ Church. Between 9 a.m.

and 4 p.m. Docents will be on hand to
answer questions and to provide tours
of the church which was completed in
1773. George Washington was the first
president to worship at Christ Church.
The pew that belonged to his family is
in its original condition and is still in
use. At 118 N. Washington St. in
Alexandria. Contact Linda Dienno at
ldienno@ccalex.org or 703-778-4928.

Free Foreclosure Prevention
Clinics. Housing Counseling Services
will host Foreclosure Prevention Clinics
during the month of February. Clinics
are at 12 p.m. in Conference Room 3
of the City of Alexandria Office of
Housing, 421 King Street, Suite 200,
Alexandria. To register, call 202-667-
7006.

Free Tour of Carlyle House. 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Free admission. Celebrate
George Washington’s 280th birthday in
Old Town Alexandria. Enjoy the
annual George Washington parade and
tour the Carlyle House. At Carlyle
House Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax
Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-
549-2997 or e-mail: carlyle@nvrpa.org

TUESDAY/FEB. 21
History of Big Band Music and its

Practitioners. 7:30 p.m. Free. The
NOVA Alexandria Music Department
will be hosting the Bohemian Caverns
Jazz Orchestra. At NVCC, Alexandria
campus, Schlesinger Concert Hall,
3001 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.
Visit
www.bohemiancavernsjazzorchestra.com

Mount Vernon Genealogical
Society. 1 p.m. Speaker Charles
Mason will discuss, “Mapping the
Neighborhoods to Understand Our
Ancestors’ Lives.” At the Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road, Alexandria. Call Phyllis Kelley at
703-660-6969 or
publicity@mvgenealogy.org.

BPAC Meeting. 7 to 9 p.m. The
Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian
Advisory Committee (BPAC) will meet
at the Durant Center, 1605 Cameron
St., Alexandria. Agenda includes the
election of BPAC officers, Beauregard
Small Area Plan, community bicycle
rides, Bicycle-Friendly Community
Project, Bike to School Day (May 9),
Bike to Work Day (May 18), and more.

Unknown No Longer Workshop. 7 to
8:30 p.m. Free. Attend a workshop to
learn how to use Unknown No Longer:
A Virginia Slave Name Database. This
free database is the latest step by the
Virginia Historical Society to increase
access to its varied collections relating
to Virginians of African descent. Dr.
Lauranett Lee, curator of African
American History, and Paige Newman,
assistant archivist, will highlight some
of their research findings and provide
tips on how to navigate the database.
Reservations are required. At the
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum.
Call 804-340-2280, or email
pnewman@vahistorical.org.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 22
DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Cost is $6.

With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

Ash Wednesday Services. 7:30 a.m.,
noon, 5 p.m., and with choir at 7:30
p.m. At St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
228 South Pitt St., Old Town
Alexandria. Contact St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Grant Hellmers,
Organist-Choirmaster, at 703-549-
3312, grant@stpaulsalexandria.com.

Alexandria PTA Council Summer
Camp Fair. 5:30 to 8 p.m. Some 50
exhibitors will represent a wide range
of campus, including day and
overnight campus. At the cafeteria of
TC Williams Minnie Howard Campus,
3801 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria.
Contact Marianne Hetzer at
alexptaccamp@comcast.net.

 Author Discussion. 7 p.m. Kenneth T.
Walsh discusses his book, Family of
Freedom: Presidents and African-
Americans in the White House. At
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-1702.

“Ask the Expert” Lecture. 6:30 p.m.
Free. Join Nitin Goyal, MD, on
“Osteoarthritis and the Latest
Techniques in Joint Replacement”. At
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital. Call 1-
855-My-Inova (694-6682) or visit
inova.org/asktheexpert to register.

THURSDAY/FEB. 23
Life Line Screening. Get screened to

reduce your risk of having a stroke or
bone fracture. Packages start at $149.
At the YMCA of Alexandria, 420 East
Monroe Ave., Alexandria. Call 1-877-
237-1287 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com. Pre-
registration is required.

AAUW Lecture. 7 p.m. Speaker Holly
Kearl, who works as a program
manager for AAUW in the Legal
Advocacy Fund department, will talk
about sexual harassment at school and
on the streets. At the Mt. Vernon
Government Center, 2511 Parkers
Lane, Alexandria.

Colonial Republican Women’s Club.
6:30 to 9 p.m. Meets at the Virginia
Hills Administration Center (Old
Virginia Hills School), 6520 Diana
Lane, Alexandria. Social time begins at
6:30 p.m., the meeting 7 – 9 p.m.
Contact Debbie at 703-768-1934 or
dbodlander@hotmail.com.

Brain Health and Memory Tips.
Noon. Susan Wranik, MS, will present

“Save Your Memory and Your Mind, 7
Steps to Better Brain Health.” A
luncheon is open to the public with
advance reservations. Attendance is
free and seating is limited. For
information or reservations, call 1-877-
254-9840. At The Fountains at
Washington House, 5100 Fillmore
Ave., Alexandria.

FRIDAY/FEB. 24
Variety Show. 6 to 9 p.m. Free. The

show will feature The Arya
International Dance Academy, Batala
DC, Capoeira Candeias and Salsa Vive.
There will also be a food-tasting
extravaganza. At Carl Sandburg Middle
School.

 SATURDAY/FEB. 25
Civil War Recruiting Day. From 1 to 4

p.m. Soldiers and civilians of the 3rd

U.S. Regular Infantry, Company K, will
talk about a soldier’s uniform and
equipment, demonstrate drills and
explain the roles of military and
civilian reenactors. At Fort Ward
Museum and Historic Site, 4301 West
Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

“Lincoln’s War at Washington’s
Boyhood Home.” 10 a.m.
Archaeologist Paul Nasca presents a
free Java Jolt lecture co-sponsored by
Friends of Alexandria. Reservations are
requested, and can be made by
emailing
archaeology@alexandriava.gov or
calling 703-746-4399. At the
Alexandria Archaeology Museum, 105
North Union St., #327, Alexandria.

A Cappella Contest. 7:30 p.m. 28th
Mid-Atlantic Regional Harmony
Sweeps “A Cappella” Festival and
Competition. Groups specializing in
Pop, Rock, Jazz, Gospel, Beat Box,
Doo Wop, Barbershop and Comic.
Visit www.harmony-
sweepstakes.com/dc.html. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria.

Book Lovers Love Music and Food.
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Friends of the
Beatley Central Library will hold a
“Book Lovers Love Music and Food”
CD and Cook Book Sale at the Charles
E. Beatley, Jr., Central Library, 5005
Duke Street, Alexandria. Call 703-746-
1742 or www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

The Nurse with Romeo (Dave Adler and Alex Wong).

MARCH 2 TO 18
“Romeo and Juliet.” Sponsored by Aldersgate Church Community Theater.

Performances are March 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17 Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.; also
matinees on March 4, 11, 18 at 2 p.m. Discount tickets purchased online at
www.acctonline.org are adults $14 and youth/senior $11.  Tickets purchased at
the door are adults $15 and youth/senior $12. All shows take place in Wesley
Hall at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1301 Collingwood Rd. Alexandria.
Visit www.acctonline.org or 703-660-2611.  Taking on the role of Romeo is Alex
Wong, 18, of West Potomac High School.  Accompanying him are his fellow
WPHS Theatre Arts classmates Joe Quinn and Eddie Perez. Other West Potomac
students involved off stage are Eliza Lore (Assistant Director), Morgan Peasley
(videography), Margie Woods (videography), Jessica Moreno (costumes) and
Hannah Lau (lights). Rounding out the West Potomac contingency is the school’s
English Department Head, and Shakespeare Studies teacher, Colin O’Grady, who
plays the role of Prince Escalus at selected performances.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR

…703-953-2854
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET

OF SCOTLAND
…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH
…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH

…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH
…703-548-8000

CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH

... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD
...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER

...202-331-2122
CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-836-3725

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-765-4421

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN

HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA

CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST

…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH

... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA

….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN

….703 765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH

….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003
 NATIVITY LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

CHURCHES— NON-DENOMINATIONAL
MOUNT VERNON UNITARIAN CHURCH

...703- 765-5950

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

...703.768.8510
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE

…703-549-6670
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN

…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN

…703-765-6118

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

b
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Music

7 A Cappella Groups to Compete

Seven A Cappella groups, three
of them local to the area, will com-
pete at the Birchmere on Saturday,
Feb 25, at the region’s premier A
Cappella event: the Mid- Atlantic
Regional Harmony Sweeps A
Cappella Festival Competition.

Groups competing this year will
be: Epic, Faithful, Glorious, GQ,
Keystone, Loose Interpretations,
and TBD. They come from a vari-
ety of backgrounds but all share
one common bond — a love of A
Cappella music. They include mu-
sic teachers, jazz singers, govern-
ment workers, a farmer, church
musicians, scientists and engi-
neers, New Yorkers, former mem-
bers of college A Cappella groups,
and a former Miss Maryland.

Three of the competing groups
are local:

❖ Epic — Four fun-loving young
ladies with backgrounds ranging
from barbershop, jazz and opera,
who love harmony. They are mem-
bers of Harmony, Inc, an interna-
tional organization of women bar-
bershop harmony singers;

❖ Faithful — A composite of
richly talented musicians coming
together from Richmond and D.C.,
from diverse churches and spiri-
tual persuasions. They sing gospel
music with a jazz influence; and

❖ TBD — A contemporary A
Cappella group styled after profes-
sional A Cappella groups such as
Rockapella and Da Vinci’s Note-
book. They are members of
Alexandria’s award-winning bar-
bershop chorus, The Harmonizers,
but as TBD perform a wide array
of genres from traditional A
Cappella standards to current ra-
dio hits.

This year’s show will be hosted
by last year’s regional and national
champions, Da Capo — a men’s
Quartet from the D.C. area that got
together to help their lead singer
propose to his girlfriend, and have
been winning awards ever since
including the national Harmony
Sweepstakes title last year. They
have over 50 years of singing ex-
perience between them. In addi-
tion to introducing the competi-
tors, Da Capo will give a showcase
performance.

TBD: Thomas Kraus, Noah Van Gilder,
Scipio Garling, Chris Clark, Terry
Reynolds, Jeremy Richardson, Josh
Roots and Ken Rub.

Loose Interpretations: Jen Kipley, Erin
Byram, Stacia Woodcock, Willa Cochran,
Heather Glotzer, Reynetta Sampson,
Laura Campbell, Jenn Wexler.

Keystone: Joe Gooch, Amy Howe, Tom
West, Jennifer Steinberg, Josh
Schrager and Jamie Howe.

GQ: Katie Gillis, Katie Macdonald,
Amanda McNutt and Ali Hauger.

Glorious: Eugene Glato, Barry
Fleming, John Elliott, Wilson Cleary
and Michael Lemon.

Epic: Christina Lewellen, Anne
Albright, Shana Oshiro and Kristina
Adams.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25

The Mid-Atlantic Re-
gional Harmony Sweeps
“A Cappella” competi-
tion. 5 p.m. doors open; 7:30
p.m. At The Birchmere, 3701
Mt. Vernon Ave, Alexandria.
Visit www.harmony-
sweepstakes.com/dc.html

De Capo: Ryan Griffith, Tony
Colosimo, Wayne Adams and Joe
Sawyer.
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People

T
he Old Dominion Boat Club cel-
ebrated its 132nd Change of
Command Jan. 21 with the for-

mal transfer of the club’s Burgee from
Dave Beck to incoming Commodore
Dave Howell.

“We’ve faced a lot of challenges in
2011,” said ODBC president Miles
Hotlzman. “But through it all the ODBC
was still able to main its charitable and
civic involvements.”

Community involvements for ODBC
include: Supporting the Fall rowing pro-

gram for the T.C. Williams Crew Boosters;
presenting the Franklin/Whitestone Schol-
arship for rowing at T.C. Williams High
School; providing “needed infrastructure”
for security forces in the use of docks and
boat ramps as well as for fire and rescue
personnel; continuing a 40-year plus his-
tory of sponsoring Salvation Army Christ-
mas Bell Ringing, and providing annual
programs for local children with special
needs.

Holtzman introduced the 2012 Board of
Governors and Officers and recognized

Linda Barlow as the 2011 Non-member
Volunteer of the Year.

“We are honored by the enthusiasm and
dedication of all those who accept leader-
ship positions within our club,” said
Holtzman, who pledged that the club would
continue working with the city and com-
munity to maintain its position as a historic
presence on the Alexandria waterfront. “We
have a great team in place and I am confi-
dent it is going to be another fun and pro-
ductive year.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Doug and Dee Phillips Kim and Buzz Lasch
ODBC Chairman of the Board Eric
DeSoto and wife Cheryl.

Roberta Dittmer and Les Thomas

Change of Command for Old Dominion Boat Club
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Chamber Hosts ‘Giving Back’ Gala
T

he Alexandria Cham-
ber of Commerce
hosted the 2012
Chairman’s Giving

Back Gala at the Westin Alexan-
dria Hotel in Carlyle on Saturday,
Feb. 11. The gala sponsors were
Hadeed Carpet, United Way, BB&T,
Dominion, B3 Solutions, Speck-
Caudron Investment Group,
Maginniss+Del Ninno Architects,
Focus Data Solutions, nSourceIT,
Walsh Collucci Lubeley Emrich &
Walsh P.C., TD Bank, Wells Fargo,
Appleby Law, Dale Digital Printing,
Chewning Design LLC, Yellow Dot
Designs, DigiLink, People’s Flower
Shop, RGS Title, Post Apartment
Homes and PSAV. Annual sponsors
included: Kimpton hotels and res-

taurants, Hadeed Carpet, Rich
Rosenthal & Kroeger LLP, Saul
Ewing, Virginia Commerce Bank,
Burke & Herbert Bank, nSourceIT,
Renner & Company CPA PC, Met-
ropolitan Washington Airports
Authority, PNC, The Business
Bank, Dominion, Hilton Alexan-
dria Mark Center, Alexandria Ga-
zette Packet, Alexandria Times,
Intelligent Office, Local Kicks,
Mount Vernon Voice and Zebra.

Alexandria City Manager
Rashad Young and his
wife Tameka talk with
City Attorney James L

Banks, Jr. and his wife
Rey at the chamber gala

on Saturday evening.

Former Vice Mayor Bill
Cleveland and his wife Ruth
volunteered to sell raffle
tickets at the annual cham-
ber chairman’s gala.

Gala live auctioneer Adron
Krekeler and Catherine
Roper.

Senior Services of Alexan-
dria Executive Director
Janet Barnett.

Amanda Beaumont, Val Hawkins and Andy
Duncan.

Cedric and Tammy Mann talk with Anthony
Lowe before dinner.

Photos by Louise Krafft

Gazette Packet
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From Page 11

Letters

By Charniele Herring

Delegate (D-46)

T
he Virginia General Assembly
has moved into the halfway
point, a time of year we call

crossover. During crossover, legislation
that has passed from one chamber will
go to the other for consideration. For the
past several years this is where extrem-
ist legislation passed by the Republican-
controlled House of Delegates would go
to the Senate and quietly die in commit-
tee. This year will be different.

Since Lt. Governor Bolling has decided
that he will also take on
the role as the 41st Sena-
tor, it is possible that the
extremist social agenda
of the Virginia Republi-

can Party (and the Tea Party) will see the
light of day. This is even more worrisome
in a year when self-proclaimed “moder-
ate” Governor Bob McDonnell is beefing
up his conservative credentials to be con-
sidered for Mitt Romney’s Vice-Presiden-
tial spot on the ticket in 2012.

Just this week, legislation passed that
would require an invasive medical pro-
cedure for a woman seeking reproduc-
tive healthcare and making an already
difficult choice. Republicans have taken
the first steps to banning contraception
and abortion in the Commonwealth
through passing a personhood bill, lan-
guage even the voters of Mississippi
found too conservative for themselves
last year.

The extremism is not even limited to
social issues though. Teachers are under
attack, and legislation has passed to the
Senate that will fundamentally alter the
way teachers are hired and fired. There
is also legislation passing to the Senate
that will allow corporations to receive a
tax credit to fund scholarships to private
schools, but what none of the Republi-

can proponents will
talk about is how this
will reduce General
Fund money for pub-
lic schools, health
programs, and public
safety.

While many people
may see a bleak out-

look, two things make me have hope.
First, while Democrats are in the minor-
ity we can be vocal and take our mes-
sage to the people. Articulating a vision
for a better Commonwealth will
strengthen us as a Democratic Party, and
bring more people into the conversation
about how we want our future to look.

Second, we are small but mighty. I
stood up on the House Floor and told
my colleagues of all political persuasions
the same thing that I wish to say to you.
Not on my watch, not on my watch will
I stand quietly by while people try to
undo our civil rights and the Voting
Rights Act. Not on my watch will I stand
by while women’s privacy and bodies are
attacked. Not on my watch will I stand
by while public education is jeopardized
because we will not have a conversation
about how to pay for roads.

I hope you will not let these things
happen on your watch either. Bills mak-
ing it more difficult to vote, changing
teacher contracts, and ending a woman’s
right to choose have passed to the Sen-
ate to decide this week, and I hope you
will have your voice heard. Even though
the dynamic has changed here in Rich-
mond, ultimately, it is the people to
which we are accountable, and I hope
you will not let this happen on your
watch.

Charniele Herring (D-46) serves as the House
Minority Whip and represents Alexandria City in
the Virginia General Assembly. For more informa-
tion, visit www.charnieleherring.com  or on
twitter @c_herring.

Conservatives Shape Legislation

Richmond

Report

See Letters,  Page 25

parking lot along the Strand [preferably]
through negotiation with the ODBC.”

At the Council’s Jan. 21 hearing on the
Plan, I asked the Council to adopt Mr.
Olinger’s version. In the ensuing Council
discussion, Mayor Euille proposed to so
amend Recommendation 3.69, and it was
adopted as part of the 5-2 vote in favor of
the Plan. Messrs. Macek and Wood appar-
ently view this action as inappropriately
grounded in the attitude that “eminent do-
main and negotiation [are] equal alterna-
tives with one simply ‘preferable’ over the
other.” On its face, however, the revised
wording does not suggest any such equal-
ity; negotiation is still the preferred option,
but eminent domain is not ruled out, de-
spite the determined efforts of the Work
Group majority.

The Work Group majority’s unqualified
hostility to eminent domain is indefensible.
In the classic case of its use — to acquire
right-of-way for a new public road — emi-
nent domain is a residual power that is
needed to neutralize strategic efforts by
landowners to hold out for windfall profits
by rejecting a fair market value offer for
their land. When that happens, eminent
domain is used to take the land and the road
gets built without delay.

On a separate track and timetable, a judge
or jury will decide how much the taken land
was worth. Faced with this prospect, there
is every incentive for all landowners in the
way of the road to act reasonably in the
negotiations that invariably precede resort
by the government to exercising the power
of eminent domain.

Perhaps the Work Group was thinking
about cases where the “public use” require-
ment for invoking eminent domain is ques-
tionable, as in the controversial Kelo v. City
of New London case decided by the Su-
preme Court in 2005. The Court, by 5-4,
let stand the City’s use of eminent domain
to condemn neighborhood homes so that
the land could be transferred to a private
developer promising an influx of jobs and
revenue along with its plans to redevelop
the taken land.

A moment’s reflection makes clear that
any residual use of eminent domain to
eliminate the ODBC parking lot would be
very much like the classic right-of-way situ-
ation of “public use,” not an urban renewal
scenario with the City acting at the behest
of a private interest. If there is one thing all
sides in the Waterfront Plan debate agree
on, it is that the most important attribute
of a successful Waterfront Plan will be con-
tinuous pedestrian connectivity all along the
Waterfront. Nowhere is this more critically
important that in the vicinity of the foot of
King Street, where pedestrians currently
encounter a chain link fence around the
ODBC parking lot that is as high as it is
unsightly and uninviting. The only differ-
ence from the classic case is that here, the
“road” need by the public is for pedestri-
ans, not automobiles.

I am not privy to the City’s negotiations
with the ODBC, but we can all have far
greater confidence that those negotiations
will be successful if the use of eminent do-
main remains clearly available as a residual,
but not the preferred, method of advanc-

ing the public interest in a successful Wa-
terfront.

David W. Brown
Alexandria

Focus on People
In Beauregard
To the Editor:

Recent diagrams by City of Alexandria
staff used to explain the proposed
Beauregard Corridor relies on dots and
circles. What is overlooked in the maps, are
realistic proposals or guidelines connecting
the dots — people to destinations within
the plan area.

The City of Alexandria Transportation
ideas for the Beauregard Corridor revolve
around the proposed HOV ramp, the ellipse
(a traffic rotary with traffic signals) and a
dedicated lane for a bus rapid transit (BRT)
system. What is overlooked by transporta-
tion engineers is an attractive network of
streets, sidewalks, shared public spaces that
will allow people in the plan area or nearby
to conveniently walk or bike to and from
the separate developments.

The proposed redevelopment plans for
the Beauregard Small Area Plan area would
increase current densities allowed under
current zoning from 10 million square feet
to 12 million square feet. The existing de-
velopment in the plan area is approximately
5.5 million square feet. The proposed plan
area encompasses nearly 400 acres. As a
result, the population of the area will in-
crease substantially, overburdening again
the new transportation infrastructure.

The Beauregard Corridor Plan should fo-
cus on using public space to create a multi-
model network connecting people to the
transit stations at Mark Center Station and
Southern Towers as well as the retail stores,
cafes and coffee shops. Providing conve-
nient options to allow people to move from
one place to another will reduce the depen-
dency on cars and create a more active and
vibrant interconnected community. The
small area plan should ensure streets, side-
walks, and shared spaces are designed to
operate together for all users.

Residents living at Seminary Park should
be able to safely cross Seminary Road to a
bus stop or using internal sidewalks and
public space be able to walk, ride or bike
through the proposed Hekemian develop-
ment to Southern Towers. The public spaces
used to get from one place to another should
be safe, attractive and interesting — not
parking lots or garages. Once on the South-
ern Towers property, pedestrians should be
able to make their way to the proposed re-
tail areas and proposed BRT station at
Southern Towers and the Mark Center Sta-
tion. Passengers arriving at Southern Tow-
ers from the District of Columbia, Skyline,
Bailey’s Crossroads should be able to walk
to the Mark Center Station or the nearby
office buildings and hotels.

In addition, residents living at Seminary
Towers and Seminary Hill Apartment, and
office workers at the Alexandria Profes-
sional Building east of I-395 should be able
to easily walk or bike to and from the tran-
sit hubs at Southern Towers, Mark Center
Station or nearby office buildings. Connect-

ing people and places within a network of
streets, sidewalks, parks and shared spaces
is as important as designing streets and in-
tersections and projecting levels of service.

Greater focus on pedestrian, bicyclists and
accessibility for everyone would produce a
more active community environment, spur
local retail, and reduce dependency on cars.
Planning pedestrian movement within the
plan area should occur now. It is important
that transportation engineers connect the
dots to ensure pedestrians are not walking
through parking lots, scampering across
wide, busy streets, or finding other unsafe
shortcuts to get to their destination.

Dave Cavanaugh

Concerned
With Vacancy
To the Editor:

On Tuesday, Feb. 14, , Alexandria City
Manager Rashad Young presented his fis-

cal 2013 budget recommendations to City
Council. Until Council approves the final
budget on May 7, the City’s Budget and Fis-
cal Affairs Advisory Committee (BFAAC)
will be examining the budget, hearing the
concerns of citizens and making it’s own
recommendations to Council.

However when BFAAC meets, there will
be a conspicuous empty seat at the table.
Since Mathew Tallmer submitted his resig-
nation on Oct. 27, 2010, Councilwoman
Alicia Hughes has not had a representative
on this important body. We are going into a
second budget cycle without the benefit of
the advice of her appointee. BFAAC’s bud-
get analysis and yearly report are major
vehicles for citizen involvement in the bud-
get process.

I hope that Ms. Hughes will make an im-
mediate recommendation to the entire
Council to fill this vacancy. I also believe
that she owes the taxpayers of Alexandria
an explanation of why this vacancy has ex
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Great
Job Opportunity!

Work at Historic Mount Vernon

Part-Time Tour Guide positions

Call or email: Gail Cassidy 703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Executive Admin Position
Consulting firm in Old Town Alex 

seeking FT exec admin. person. Respon-
sibilities include general office duties as 
assigned and supporting principal.  Easy 
going nature and hardworking a must. 

Knowledge of Office 2010 required.  Pay 
is commensurate with experience.  
Dress is casual.   Please email your 
resume and salary requirements to

info@revparintl.com  
No telephone calls please. 

GGaarrddeenn  CCeenntteerr  LLaabboorreerr  

aanndd  MMeerrcchhaannddiisseerr

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 
and locations go to www.bellimpact.com

House Cleaners Needed
1.  Must be eligible to work in the U.S.
2.  Excellent Pay
3.  Good driving record
4.  Paid training
5.  No weekends

Call: 703-538-3570 to schedule interview

REAL ESTATE CLASSES

300 N. Washington Street, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22314

Interested in a career in real estate but not
sure if this is right for you? Have questions

about what to expect?  Do you wonder if the
stories of 6 figure incomes are really true?

Pick up the phone and give Maxine a call at
703-836-1464 to learn more or register today.

PenFed Realty

Teaism Old Town 
Opening March 2012! 

NOW HIRING

Cashiers, Bus, Dish, Tea Makers, and 
cooks 

Email resume to teaismjobs@gmail.com 
www.Teaism.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413
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Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online
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Letters to the Editor

isted for close to 16 months.

Susan B. Kellom
Alexandria

Say Thanks
To the Editor:

Police officers chase criminals, walk up
to dangerous situations without hesitation,
fight crime and protect our families. Our
firefighters and EMS do the same, they walk
into burning buildings, save lives, risk their
own every day and more often than not,
they do all of this without the hand shak-
ing and hand clapping of the citizens they
serve. But then, that’s how they’d prefer it.
Much like the men and women of our
Armed Forces, no police officer, firefighter
or paramedic applied for his or her job in
hopes of striking it rich. These men and
women work long hours for little pay so, as
the USCG so aptly puts it, “other may live.”

On occasion we lose a first responder to
injury or, every now and then, one of these
heroes gives their life to the cause.

It’s times like these where an Alexandria
firefighter has suffered a great injury or loss
of life that we should step back from our
busy day and consider the differences in
what we do versus what they do. I know
that I sit in an office most days and, most
of my friends and acquaintances do the

By Mary Lee Anderson

Senior Resource Center Director

V
alentine’s Day was very special this
year at the Old Presbyterian Meet-
ing House (OPMH) in Alexandria.

The church hosted the latest event in Se-
nior Services of Alexandria’ Speaker Series
titled, “Staying Connected: Employment
and Volunteer Opportunities for Seniors in
Alexandria.” Over 80 attendees learned

about the wealth of volun-
teer, employment, and
mentoring options avail-
able to seniors in the City
who want to stay actively
engaged in the commu-
nity, as well as share their

wisdom, experience, and talents.
The audience also heard an exciting an-

nouncement from the sponsor of the Senior
Speaker Series, Senior Services of Alexan-
dria (SSA). Barbara Anderson, SSA’s Board
President, told the packed room about a
new partnership between SSA and
Annandale-based nonprofit Senior Employ-
ment Resources (SER) that expands em-
ployment search services for Alexandria’s
senior job seekers. “Starting today, SER ad-
visors will be available every Tuesday af-
ternoon for initial counseling appointments
at SSA’s office at 700 Princess Street in Old
Town. Since 1983, SER has provided senior
(50+) job seekers with employment coun-
seling and assistance, as well as training
programs.

This partnership is a perfect example of

how service organizations can collaborate
and build on their strengths for the benefit
of our clients.”

SER Director of Operations Woody
Prothero, also a member of the speaker’s
panel, shared Barbara’s enthusiasm for the
“match” between the two organizations and
emphasized the convenience it brings to
Alexandria residents who are looking for
help with resumes, interview skills, and fur-
ther training.

In addition to the announcement about
this new relationship, the audience heard
presentations about AARP’s Workforce Pro-
gram, the National Council on Aging’s Se-
nior Community Service Employment Pro-
gram, and just a few of the many volunteer
organizations that make connections for
seniors who want to make a difference in
our City. Speakers from Volunteer Alexan-
dria, Alexandria’s Mentoring Partnership,
Alexandria Electoral Board, Alexandria Tu-
toring Consortium, and At Home in Alex-
andria! all shared excellent descriptions of
their programs.

In the end, lots of important information
and a few Valentine’s Day treats were en-
joyed by all who attended. If you are inter-
ested in attending our next event in the SSA
Speaker Series, it will be on March 7, at
INOVA Alexandria Hospital, and is jointly
sponsored by INOVA and SSA in celebra-
tion of National Nutrition Month. Contact
SSA at 703 836 4414, ext 10 and
resourcecenter@seniorservicesalex.org for
more information, or visit us online at
www.SeniorServicesAlex.org.

Bringing Job Search Assistance

Senior

Services of

Alexandria

See Letters,  Page 30

same. I have friends who are lawyers, they
spend a great deal of time in court and I
have friends in sales, they spend a great deal
of time in their cars. At the end of the day,
99 percent of us come home at a reason-
able hour to our spouses and kids. We have
time to cook and eat, time to read bed-time
stories, time to sleep and time to wake up
with a cup of coffee to get our days started
right.

The ways the 99 percent of us spend our
days and nights aren’t wrong, quite the con-
trary in fact; but the way our hero first re-
sponders spend their days … is exceptional.
Exemplary. Extraordinary.

This is why I often take a step back and
think about these men and women. I think
about their families and friends and how
everyone in their lives sacrifices just to be
associated with such an honorable person.
I implore you to do the same. When you
see a police officer on the street, stop and
say hello, perhaps offer a handshake and a
hearty “thank you.” When you see our lo-
cal firefighters food shopping or walking our
neighborhoods ensuring our smoke detec-
tors are working, thank them.

Remember that they don’t do their jobs
for the thanks we provide but, I’m sure the
thanks we provide help them do their job.

Alexandria is not just a city, we are the
very essence of a community and, in a com-
munity, and we take care of each other.

Opinion
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Barbara Jean Parkinson, 
age 67

of Sterling, VA, died February 7, 2012 at 
her residence.  Born on September 17, 
1944 in New York she was the daughter of 
the late Charles and Elizabeth Lundy. 
Ms. Parkinson was a member of Corner-
stone Chapel in Leesburg, VA.  Barbara 
attended Michigan State University where 
she received her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music. During her high school years she 
was a member of the singing group 
known as The Jill’s. She worked for 
Connection Newspapers for many years. 
Barbara enjoyed and loved spending time 
with her grandchildren and doing crafts 
with them. 

She is survived by her son Mark(Rachel) 
Parkinson of Purcellville, VA; daughter 
Jennifer(Jay) Daughtry of Sterling, VA; 
brother Wayne Lundy of Loveland, OH; 
and five grandchildren. 

A graveside service was held on Friday, 
February 10, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. Ebenezer 
Cemetery, Round Hill, VA with Pastor 
Mike Emerson officiating. 

Memorial contributions can be sent to the 
Cornerstone Chapel at www.cornerstone-
chapel.net.

Please visit www.hallfh.com to express 
online condolences to the family.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Interior Designer Moving 

Sale!!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

50%-70% Off!

February 24 - February 26

10am - 5pm

Bring your truck!

14740-A Flint Lee Road

Chantilly, VA. 20151

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 15
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF
format, page by page, identical
to our weekly newsprint editions,
including print advertising. Go to
ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Siding, Power
Washing, Framing, Drop Down Stairs, Foreclosure
Specialists, Painting, Handyman Work, Windows,

Doors, Deck, Stairs, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection
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The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

T.C. Williams senior Gaby Moss led
the Titans with 17 points against
West Potomac on Feb. 14.

TC Girls Secure Spot in Northern Region Tournament
Moss outscores West
Potomac through
three quarters.

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

A
fter a stretch of nearly six minutes
without a field goal to open the sec-
ond half, T.C. Williams senior Gaby

Moss removed any doubt about the Titans’
season lasting longer than the first round
of districts.

Moss knocked down back-to-back 3-
pointers, extending TC’s lead to 19 points
as the second-seeded Titans cruised to a 60-
25 victory against No. 7 West Potomac on
Feb. 14 at The Garden. TC advanced to the
district semifinals and assured themselves
of a berth in the Northern Region tourna-
ment.

TC led 27-14 entering the second half
when both teams went ice cold. The Titans

and Wolverines each made one free throw
for the first 5 minutes, 55 seconds of the third
quarter before Moss got TC back on track.

“It was a moment where … collectively,
the thought was, ‘OK, you know what?
We’ve been playing around too much. Let’s
go,’” Moss said. “After that, as a team, we
just started making our shots, being aggres-
sive [and] attacking the goal.”

Moss finished with a game-high 17 points,
including a trio of 3-pointers, and grabbed
seven rebounds. Referred to as the “Offen-
sive Assassin” by head coach Kesha Walton,
Moss outscored West Potomac 17-15
through three quarters.

TC’s Brooke Ninman scored 11 points and
grabbed six rebounds. Freshman guard Re-
joice Spivey scored eight points and Chris-
tian Roberts tallied seven points and seven
rebounds.

While the Titans’ offense struggled for
stretches, their defense was stifling. After
the Wolverines’ Caroline Kelly scored late
in the second quarter, TC held West Potomac
without a field goal for a stretch of nearly

14 minutes. After scoring one point in the
third quarter and making six free throws in
the fourth, the Wolverines snapped the
streak when Georgia McBride scored with
2:54 remaining.

“That says a lot about [the Titans’] heart
and commitment, to committing themselves
defensively,” Walton said. “… We were start-
ing to get out of it a little bit, mentally, but
[TC used] the defense to get the offense go-
ing. I noticed once our defense started pick-
ing up, I know our offense is right behind it.”

TC will face No. 3 Annandale in the semi-
finals at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 16 at Lake
Braddock Secondary School. The Titans
won both regular season meetings with the
Atoms. The district championship game is
scheduled for 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 17 at
Lake Braddock. Regionals begin on Mon-
day, Feb. 20.

“One of our goals is accomplished: to ac-
tually go to the regional tournament, so the
girls are very happy,” Walton said. “I told
them to enjoy that moment. Still, it’s not
over yet.”
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Huggins’ Career Night Leads TC to Regional Berth
Senior scores 29, Titans beat West Potomac.

T.C. Williams senior T.J. Huggins scored a career-high 29 points against
West Potomac on Feb. 14.

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
he T.C. Williams boys’ basketball
program has won the last four
Northern Region tournaments
for which it has qualified.

Thanks to a career night from senior T.J.
Huggins, the Titans will have a chance to
extend the streak to five.

Huggins scored a career-best 29 points
to lead fourth-seed TC past No. 5 West
Potomac 57-42 in the opening round of the
Patriot District tournament
on Feb. 14 at the Garden.
The Titans advanced to the
semifinals and assured
themselves of a berth in the
Northern Region tourna-
ment.

TC led 24-21 early in the
third quarter when
Huggins started to take
over. The 6-foot-6
playmaker scored the Ti-
tans’ next 11 points, ex-
tending the lead to eight.
West Potomac closed the
gap to two points midway
through the fourth quarter,
but TC closed the game on
a 16-3 run, including seven more points
from Huggins, who put the finishing
touches on his final home game with a
breakaway, one-handed dunk.

“[I’m] just being aggressive,” Huggins
said. “Sometimes I’ll score in bunches, then
go in a lull. I tried to keep it going.”

Huggins scored 11 of the Titans’ 22 first-
half points.

“He’s accepting it,” TC head coach Julian

King said of Huggins and his role as the Ti-
tans’ go-to scorer. “He’s finally going into
the role we envisioned for him. He’s been
pretty good all year, but inconsistent. I think
if he’s a little consistent, he can be domi-
nant on some nights, which tonight he was.”

King was also pleased with the perfor-
mance of senior point guard Daquan
Kerman.

“He played a great game,” the coach said.
“He handles the ball for us 90 percent of
the time. I think he limited his turnovers
tonight, had some good assists [and] he ran

the show.”
Landon Moss finished

with 10 points for TC, Jor-
dan Byrd scored nine and
Torrey Johnson added six.

TC has won four of the
last five region tourna-
ments. In 2010, the Titans
entered districts as the No.
7 seed after forfeiting 12
victories due to the use of
ineligible players. TC lost to
No. 2 Annandale in the
opening round and failed to
qualify for the regional
tournament. Last season,
the Titans returned to their
winning ways, winning the

district and region titles before losing in the
state semifinals.

This year, TC entered districts in an unfa-
miliar position: with nine on-court losses.
King was asked about how it feels to win a
first-round district game when not sitting
at the top of the standings.

”It’s not really relief, it’s a confidence
booster,” King said. “Getting to the second
round, just knowing that we can go out and

“[I’m] just being
aggressive.
Sometimes I’ll
score in bunches,
then go in a lull. I
tried to keep it
going.”

— T.C. Williams senior
T.J. Huggins
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do exactly what we talked about before the
game. Did we have some ups and downs?
Yes. But for the most part we were up most
of the game. I was happy about that.”

T.C. Williams faced No. 1 Woodson in the
semifinals on Feb. 15 at Lake Braddock Sec-
ondary School. Results of the game were
not available prior to the Gazette Packet’s

deadline. The district championship game
is scheduled for Friday, Feb. 17 at Lake
Braddock. Regionals start on Monday, Feb.
20.

“Of course we’re happy,” Moss said of
beating West Potomac, “but we came into
the season with goals to win the state cham-
pionship. It’s just a stepping stone.”
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If you need a
smoke alarm
installed in
your home

call

703-746-5274
FDCommunityServices@alexandriava.gov

The Alexandria Fire department is providing and installing smoke, combination smoke and carbon
monoxide and special hearing impaired smoke alarms to the citizens of Alexandria free of charge

as part of a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG). Alarms are available on first come,
first service basis, while supplies last. Some restrictions apply.

The Alexandria Fire department is providing and installing smoke, combination smoke and carbon
monoxide and special hearing impaired smoke alarms to the citizens of Alexandria free of charge

as part of a Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG). Alarms are available on first come,
first service basis, while supplies last. Some restrictions apply.

Alexandria Fire
Department

Si necesita un detector de humo
instalado en su casa llame al

703-746-5274
FDCommunityServices@alexandriava.gov

Alexandria Fire
Department

Si necesita un detector de humo
instalado en su casa llame al

703-746-5274
FDCommunityServices@alexandriava.gov

Harold ‘Bud’
Beagle

Harold Lee (Bud) Beagle (86) of
Milton, Tenn., (formerly of
Englewood, Fla.), died on Feb. 8,
2012. He was born Dec. 10, 1925
in Alexandria, and grew up in
Catonsville, Md. Bud married the
love of his life, wife Livie Sue Tho-
mas in 1947 and they were together
64 1⁄2 years until her death in De-
cember 2011. He was a Freemason
of the Alexandria Washington Lodge

Obituaries

#22. Bud was co-owner and opera-
tor of Beagle & Collins Plumbing
and Heating Co. in Alexandria for
many years, until he moved his fam-
ily to Florida in 1974.

He retired as chief inspector
from the Charlotte County Build-
ing Department. In 1997 he and
Sue relocated to Milton, Tenn. to
be near family. Bud will be remem-
bered for his steadfast love of the
Lord and his impassioned dedica-
tion to his family.

Bud was preceded in death by
his sister, Natalie, and his beloved

wife, Sue. He is survived by his
children; son Michael (wife Linda)
of Readyville, Tenn., daughter
Natalie Watts (husband Steve) of
Sarasota, Fla., son Robert (wife
Debra) of Murfreesboro, Tenn.;
grandchildren, Matthew, Ryan,
Eric, Jordy, Stephanie, Michael;
great grandchildren, Blake, Ava
and Mason.

Services were private. Memorial
donations may be made to CCSVI
Alliance, Inc., 14115 W. 59th St.
Arvada, CO. 80004, or American
Diabetes Association, 1701 North

Beauregard Street, Alexandria, VA
22311.

Archie Lee
Liming

Archie Lee Liming, 92, formerly
of Alexandria, Va., died peacefully
at the home of
his daughter in
Lusby, Md. on
Feb. 12, 2012.
He was born on
Nov. 14, 1919 in
Joplin, Va. to
Archie and
Virgie Liming.

He was raised in the Joplin, VA
area. At 17, he joined the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCCs) and
helped build the Skyline Drive and
several recreational camps for Dis-
trict of Columbia children. He later
served honorably in the United
States Army; then joined the U.S.
Government as a civil servant. He
worked at the original Torpedo
Factory in Old Town Alexandria
during WWII and later worked at
Ft. Belvior, Va. for over 30 years
until his retirement in 1975.

He was preceded in death by his
wife of 38 years, Rita P. Liming. He
is survived by his daughters,
Deborah Whitten (Patrick) of
Lusby, Md. and Penelope McKim
(Bill) of New Smyrna Beach, Fla.,
three grandsons, Mark McKim,
Matthew McKim and Aaron
Whitten as well as one grand-
daughter, Margaret (Maggi)
Whitten. He is also survived by one
brother, Lindell Liming and one
sister, Virginia Beahm. He also
leaves his loving pup, Mia.

A memorial gathering will be
held at 1 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 16,
2012 at Alexandria National Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to Calvert Hos-
pice, P.O. Box 838, Prince Frederick
MD 20678.

Barbara
Parkinson
Longtime Connection
employee

Barbara Jean
Parkinson, age
67 of Sterling,
Va., died Feb. 7,
2012 at her resi-
dence. Born on
Sept. 17, 1944
in New York she
was the daugh-
ter of the late Charles and Eliza-
beth Lundy. Ms. Parkinson was a
member of Cornerstone Chapel in
Leesburg, Va.

Barbara attended Michigan
State University where she re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree in
music. During her college years
she was a member of the singing
group known as The Jills. Being a
music major in college she had a
talent and love for music. She also
played the piano and enjoyed sing-
ing.

She worked for Connection
Newspapers for many years.

Barbara enjoyed and loved
spending time with her grandchil-
dren and doing crafts with them.

Barbara was passionate about
her faith and enjoyed sharing it
with others.

She is survived by her son Mark
Parkinson and his wife Rachel, of
Purcellville, Va.; daughter Jenni-
fer Daughtry and her husband Jay
of Sterling, Va.; brother Wayne
Lundy of Loveland, Ohio; and five
grandchildren.

A graveside service was held on
Friday, Feb. 10, 2012 at Ebenezer
Cemetery, in Round Hill, Va. with
Pastor Mike Emerson officiating.

Memorial contributions can be
sent to the Cornerstone Chapel at
www.cornerstonechapel.net.

Visit www.hallfh.com to express
online condolences to the family.

Bulletin Board

From Page 7

ing an archaeology camp for children
this summer, and applications are now
being accepted. Campers will learn pro-
fessional excavating, recording, and
artifact-processing methods as they help
uncover the Alexandria’s buried past
while protecting historical resources.

The camp is open to children ages 12
through 15. There are two one-week
sessions, which run from Monday, July
16 through Friday, July 20, and from
Monday, July 23 through Friday, July
27. The camp day starts at 9 a.m. and
ends at 3:30 p.m., and campers supply
their own drinks and lunch.

Camp costs $400 per session with
some scholarships available. Space is
limited to just 15 campers per session,
and a non-refundable deposit of $100 is
required to hold a slot. Each camper will
receive a commemorative T-shirt.

To register for camp, visit
www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org or call
703-746-4399.

The Alexandria Archaeology Museum
is located on the third floor of the Tor-
pedo Factory Art Center, 105 North
Union Street, #327, in Old Town Alex-
andria.

Call the Alexandria Archaeology Mu-
seum at 703.746.4399 or visit
www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org.

Civil War Kids’ Camp. Fort Ward
Museum is now registering for its an-
nual Civil War Kids’ Camp, a week of
learning and fun for boys and girls ages
8 to 12.  Participants explore the lives of
Civil War soldiers and civilians with
marching, drilling, reenactor guest ap-
pearances, games, crafts and other
activities. Civil War Kids’ Camp runs
Monday, June 25, through Friday, June
29, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Fort Ward,
4301 West Braddock Road. Registra-
tion, including souvenirs and snacks,
costs $200 per child, with limited schol-
arship assistance based on financial
need. For more information or to sign
up, contact Fort Ward Museum at 703-
746-4848 or visit www.fortward.org.
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette Packet

W
hen Jackie
Jackson’s son
brought home his
report card re-

cently, the Centreville mother of
three was shocked.

“His grades had fallen to an un-
acceptable level,” said Jackson.
“Getting my son to do his home-
work has always been a battle, but
during the winter break when
there was no school, we got out of
our routine and haven’t been able

have difficulty learning they should contact the
teacher,” said Borra. “Teachers are well trained in
working with students that have many different
learning styles.”

Organization is critical, particularly for older stu-
dents. “Plan ahead,” said Leila Sidawy of Georgetown
Learning Centers in Great Falls and McLean.  “A great
way to do that is to get a planner. This is important
especially for students who have multiple activities
that they are juggling like sports or clubs. Having a
planner can help them stay on top of their assign-
ments and avoid procrastination. The planner should
include test dates, project due dates and after school
activities. Getting organized will help a student feel
more in control.”

“Note taking is a crucial, but often overlooked as-
pect of academic success,” said Sidawy. “Make sure
students take good notes and keep them organized
by date or subject, and include headings on the notes
as well as relevant chapters or page numbers. After
class, students should review the notes to help so-
lidify the material.”

Educators encourage parents to stay optimistic.
“Maintain a positive attitude regardless of how chal-
lenging an assignment may appear,” said Borra. “Pri-
oritize studying and homework. Help your child un-
derstand the purpose of learning and that they will
do it throughout their lives.”

Students at Arlington’s Francis Scott Key
Elementary School practice counting with
blocks. School officials encourage parents
to develop a daily schedule that includes
time for academics and recreation.

Francis Scott Key Elementary School teacher Briana
Tavernier leads first grade students in a morning dis-
cussion. Experts say helping children succeed academi-
cally requires an open dialogue between parents, stu-
dents and teachers.

Making the Grade
School officials
offer strategies
for improving
study habits.
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to get back on track.”
Children with low grades and poor study habits

can be a source of stress for some parents. Educa-
tional experts say that there are effective techniques
that can improve learning practices.

Starting a dialogue is a good first step. “In terms
of academic success, it is key that there is open com-
munication between parents, students and teachers,”
said Lizabeth Borra, School Counselor at Potomac
Elementary School in Potomac, Md. “We want to
work as a team to teach students the tools to be life-
long learners. In order to do so, we must set expec-
tations and work together.”

Experts say that one of the best ways to improve
academic performance and decrease battles over
completing homework assignments is to develop a
daily schedule that includes time for studying and
relaxation. “Set up a regular time to do homework;
routines develop into habits,” said Borra. “Establish
a regular procedure; study for a length of time, have
a short break, and return to studying.”

Once the schedule is in place, work to maintain it
and hold children accountable. “Consistency helps
establish a pattern. When it is done on a regular ba-
sis it becomes second nature,” said Valerie Garcia,
principal, Blessed Sacrament School in Alexandria.
“When a student is personally responsible they un-
derstand accountability and they understand the con-
sequences if they don’t follow through. Those con-
sequences can end up being a less than desirable
report card.”

Create a study environment with minimal distrac-
tions. “The best way to help children is to have a
quiet place in the home for homework,” said Dr.
Marjorie Myers, principal, Key Elementary School.

Support children, but avoid over involvement. “If
parents help too much, children become dependent
on them and don’t develop their own sense of re-
sponsibility for getting their homework and study-
ing done,” said Myers. “Let them get a ‘C’ or a ‘D’ on
a test and show them that if they … study … and
pay attention in class, they can change those grades
to ‘A’s’ and B’s.’ It’s their responsibility to learn and
the intrinsic reward of earning that grade on their
own is extremely valuable for future academic suc-
cess.”º

There might be times when a child needs extra
help. “If parents are concerned that their child may
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When a siren cries in the distance, when
a fire truck or ambulance rushes by, remem-
ber that the men and women inside are sav-
ing a life at that very moment, one way or
another.

Let’s all raise a hypothetical “glass”  to
our first responders. We know who you are,
we care about you, we respect you but most
of all, we thank you from the bottom of our
hearts.

Scott Gordon
Alexandria

Fight To Save
Waterfront Continues
To the Editor:

Three citizens who filed a Protest Peti-
tion on behalf of over 200 waterfront
homeowners and commercial property
owners along the Potomac River have won
their first victory. The Council was forced
to delay a second required vote to rezone
the waterfront at their meeting on Tuesday,
Feb. 14 until an appeals board reviews the
matter later this spring.

The three ladies — known affectionately
now as the Iron Ladies of the Waterfront —
were notified last Friday by the Planning
Director that their second attempt to ap-
peal what many consider to be an unlawful
Council vote on Jan. 21 had finally cleared

the “procedural” hurdles that had been
placed in their way to block citizen opposi-
tion to the current waterfront plan. The re-
sult is that the Council cannot vote to ap-
prove the rezoning amendment that would
have opened the door to “boutique” hotels
and higher density development along the
Potomac at several historically important
sites until the Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) hears their latest appeal.

In what can only be called a Kafkaesque
planning process, citizens who filed a Pro-
test Petition on Jan. 19 were told on Jan.
21, the day of the public hearing and vote,
that their Protest Petition was invalid, and
that they could not appeal the decision to
the Board of Zoning Appeals because City
Hall was “closed for business” that day. This
last-minute determination by Planning Di-
rector and City Attorney James Banks en-
abled the City to vote on the plan that day.
More importantly, this decision — which
many consider to be unlawful — allowed
the Council to ignore the requirement that
a supermajority of the Council members (6
or greater) had to vote in favor of the plan
in order for it to be approved.

In the end, the euphemistically named
waterfront plan that is the “fantasy script ”
for the rezoning changes passed by a vote
of only 5-2. Frank Fannon and Alicia Hughes
were the only two council members to vote
no. Mayor Bill Euille, Vice Mayor Donley,
and Council members Krupicka, Smedberg,
and Pepper all voted yes.

Citizens for an Alternative Alexandria

Waterfront Plan (CAAWP) believe that pro-
test petition is valid and that supermajority
of the City Council had to vote in the affir-
mative for the rezoning change to pass.

If you thought that the City had finally
decided to change direction and actually
listen to the community — think again.

On Tuesday, Council still voted on the
other part of this spot planning, waterfront
redo — a document called the Waterfront
Plan.

The Waterfront Plan however is neither a
plan nor a vision for the waterfront. It is a
weak set of guidelines that gives develop-
ers unfettered control over the nature and
scale of waterfront development. It doesn’t
even include the GenOn Power Plan site,
which is well within the waterfront plan-
ning boundaries. This vote, like all the oth-
ers that preceded it, illustrates the PR game
that the City has been playing with the com-
munity for the last three years.

CAAWP is confident that the citizens who
submitted this Protest Petition and subse-
quent appeal(s), on behalf of everyone in
Alexandria who opposes the City’s water-
front plan, will ultimately prevail in their
efforts to overturn the Jan. 21 vote. CAAWP
will be supporting the Iron Ladies’ efforts
at every turn and we hope you will too.

The vision for the waterfront, indeed the
vision for the West End, can be summed up
quite simply: money.

Andrew Macdonald

60th Anniversary
Marvin and Charlotte Waldman
were married Jan. 13, 1952, in
Yonkers, N.Y. Marvin was a store
manager for the McCrory company,
which led them in live in several
cities before settling in McLean in
1962. Here in Washington, D.C., he
began his career in the Beauty
Supply Business. They lived in the
Northern Virginia area while
raising their four children and
working together for many years.
They have enjoyed traveling the
world and settled in the West Palm
Beach, Fla.,  area until July when
they re-located to Alexandria.
Along with their four children and
their spouses, they have 12 grand-
children and a great-grandson.
Their 60th wedding anniversary
was celebrated with 19 family
members at Cedar Knoll restau-
rant.
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