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Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11)

chat after the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 7327

Awards Ceremony on
Sunday, Feb. 12 at JW &

Friends in Springfield.
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SPRINGFIELD $499,950
TO GOLF OR NOT TO GOLF

Whether you play the game or not, this
pristine Rhygate townhome abuts a
country club fairway offering a setting
that is unmatched in its community.  A
spacious all brick end unit is sited on a lot
that would be the envy of many single
family homes – almost a quarter acre in
size!  Featuring 3 full finished levels, with
hardwood flooring on the upper floors

and a quarry tiled walk-out lower level.  For the eco-minded, upgrades and replacements within the
past 5 years include all doors and windows, roof, heat pump/AC, and additional insulation.  This
home is blue ribbon prize worthy!  Call before it’s too late.  DIR: I-95: West on Old Keene Mill Rd.; L-
Rolling Rd.; L-Taunton Place to 8213

The Applegate Team
703-451-5818

Jane.Applegate@LongandFoster.com
Connie.Forbes@LongandFoster.com

SPRINGFIELD $599,950
ONE NOT TO MISS!

The Daventry subdivision is proud to
present this fabulous 4BR, 3.5BA home.
It’s pristine condition, has a superb loca-
tion, and updating to please the most
demanding! The remodeled, expanded
kitchen features a center island & all
granite countertops, stainless appli-
ances, coffered ceiling, & large breakfast
room sitting on gleaming hardwood

floors! The family room off the kitchen features a brick fireplace and more of that gorgeous hard-
wood flooring. Don’t miss the fully finished walkout lower level with a separate private bedroom &
full bath. Just minutes from public transportation and the community boasts recreational amenities
to please every family member! DIR: From I-95: West on Old Keene Mill Rd.; L-Hunter Village Dr.; R-
Belleflower Dr.; R-Bluecurl Circle to 6825.
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Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
springfield@connectionnewspapers.com

or complete our online form at
springfieldconnection.com

Be sure to include your name,
address and phone number, and

identify all people and pets in photos.
Submission deadline is February 17.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection

in February
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News

Fairfax County Considers
Meals Tax Referendum
Revenue would be earmarked for transportation projects.

“It’s time for
Fairfax County
to stop being
the state’s ATM
machine.”

— Supervisor Jeff
McKay (D-Lee)

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

L
ast week, it looked as if
the Virginia General As-
sembly might give
Fairfax County a new

funding tool: the right to gener-
ate new revenue through user fees,
such as tax on restaurant meals,
which would drive down the
County’s reliance on property
taxes.

“We had heard rumblings that
the state might give us the author-
ity to do that,” said Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee),
chairman of the board’s transportation committee.
“That’s how we started talking about a meals tax that
would generate revenue for transportation up-
grades.”

But when McKay and several other supervisors
went to Richmond last Thursday to review the bills
coming out of the Virginia General Assembly, they
spotted the stick that came with that
carrot.

“Yes, they were saying, ‘we’ll give
you this authority, but you also have
to take responsibility for maintaining
your roads,’” McKay said. “The other
shoe dropping was basically the sound
of devolution… Essentially, the state
would be handing us a badly broken
road system without the funds to even
bring it up to a barely acceptable
level…That’s what really infuriated
me.”

Virginia is one of three states in the country where
the state, rather than local counties and municipali-
ties, have the responsibility to maintain substantially
all public roads. McKay said the pending legislation
would transfer that maintenance responsibility to the
County (a process known as devolution), but not
return to the County any of the state tax revenues
that currently pay for that maintenance. Officials in
Fairfax County, as well as other Northern Virginia
counties, are adamantly against devolution.

“It’s time for Fairfax County to stop being the state’s
ATM machine,” McKay added. “The state continues
every year to suck more money from Northern
Virginia…We’re not going to let the state off the hook
for its responsibility to maintain our roads.”

Rather than relying upon the Commonwealth to
grant the County additional taxing authority to ad-
dress anticipated budget shortfalls, supervisors are
now considering asking voters to approve a meals
tax through a referendum. Such a referendum would
not require additional authority from the General
Assembly.

A VOTER REFERENDUM on a meals tax is an idea
that gained bipartisan support during a two-day re-
treat for the board held last Monday and Tuesday,
Feb 6-7, at the Lorton Workhouse Arts Center.

Although similar referendums have failed in the

past, supervisors say voters might approve the tax if
they were assured the revenue would go directly to
a specific list of transportation improvements, such
as widening roads and building interchanges to re-
duce gridlock.

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock) said a 4 per-
cent tax on restaurant meals - something that Vienna,
the City of Fairfax and Alexandria already do – could

generate up to $80 million a year over
the next decade. He said there is also
a potential $150 million on the table
from a list of transportation-related
fees the board discussed in 2007.

“We had a pretty robust discussion
during the retreat of what it would
take to meet our transportation
needs,” Cook said. Cook said the so-
bering financial picture presented by
County Executive Tony Griffin re-
vealed a $300 - $400 million annual
gap “between what we need in Fairfax

and what we would get under current law and bud-
gets.”

“If voters approved a meals tax referendum, we
could start to close that gap. It’s worth having a seri-
ous discussion about this,” Cook said. But Cook
stressed he has not come down one way or the other
on the meals tax referendum.

“We have to wait and see what ends up passing in
Richmond. We need to step back and let the state
have its session,” Cook said. “There are all sorts of
things flying around – an index tax on gas, whether
or not there’s devolution - and we need to have a
hand on the spoon stirring the pot. I have not en-
dorsed (a meals tax referendum) or rejected it.”

CHAIRMAN SHARON BULOVA (D-at-large) said
a meals tax could be a source of funding for road
maintenance, education or tax diversification.

But Bulova also noted the precarious success rate
of similar referendums in the past, when voters re-
jected tax increases in 1992 and 2002.

“A lot has changed since those referendums failed,”
Bulova said. “In my heart of hearts, I think we should
have a meals tax because everyone around us has it.
It levels the playing field.”

Senator Chap Petersen (D-34) said even though
Vienna and the City of Fairfax have 4 percent meal

Chairman Sharon Bulova (D-at-large) reviews goals
during the Board of Supervisors retreat, held Feb. 6-7 at
the Lorton Workhouse Arts Center.
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Fairfax Student Wins
Prom Dress Contest
Dream come true for Samantha
Bryant.

Samantha Bryant (middle) posed with the prom
dress she’d created, along with Brian Beitler and Lis
Rockey of David’s Bridal.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
B
r
i
a
n
 
S
m

i
t
h

/
T
i
m

e
l
e
s
s
 
I
m

a
g
e
s

By Jennifer Fedor

The Connection

F
or 17-year-old Samantha
Bryant, Feb. 3 should
have been like any other

school day. It was noon, when
she normally left W.T. Woodson
High School and drove to
Fairfax Academy where she
studies fashion design.

However, her day took an
unexpected turn. Last fall,
Samantha had submitted an il-
lustration of her dream prom
dress in the “Sketch Your Prom
Dress Contest,” co-sponsored by
David’s Bridal and Seventeen
Magazine. As she entered the
school cafeteria, told she was
needed there for a meeting re-
lated to the senior party, she
was floored to see a crowd wait-
ing for her, including her par-
ents, Principal Jeff Yost, class-
mates, and local camera crews.

David’s Bridal Executive Vice
President Brian Beitler and Pro-
duction Development Associate
Lis Rockey also eagerly antici-
pated her arrival, as they stood
next to a dress form and an ea-
sel, both veiled in white fabric.
They announced that Samantha
was not only one of three final-
ists but had won the grand prize.
Her sketch, realized in an actual
dress, was revealed beneath the
white cloth, as well as a blow-
up of her creation in a Seven-
teen Magazine fashion spread.

Samantha was shaking. “I
couldn’t really think of anything
else except ‘Oh, my gosh, this
is really happening.’ It really did
feel like a dream come true.”

As her mother and father
looked on, Samantha examined
the dress she had sketched sev-
eral months ago, inspired by

Vincent Van Gogh’s painting
“Starry Night.”

“I was so happy with it. It was
so pretty and exactly the color I
was thinking of,” she notes. “I’ve
always gravitated towards blues
and this was midnight blue. They
captured it perfectly, the way it
sparkled. It looked so good.”

It was a magical moment for
a girl described as quiet,
humble, and respectful by her
principal. Her father, who be-
lieved they were announcing
that Samantha had made it into
the finals, was so awestruck
when he realized she’d won he
forgot to take pictures with the
camera he’d brought.

Beitler was thrilled to witness
Samantha’s reaction as well as
that of her peers. “We had the
chance to share Samantha’s
success in designing a gown
that both Seventeen editors as
well as David’s Bridal design-
ers and merchants thought was
not only well-designed but
would be successful in the mar-
ketplace,” he comments. “To be
able to do that in front of her
classmates was a really unique
experience.”

OVER two thousand young
women and men across the coun-
try submitted sketches to the con-
test in September and October.
“It was a very difficult decision,”
Rockey recalls. “The David’s
Bridal team spent hours review-
ing the thousands of entries.”

Samantha’s winning design
features an A-line silhouette
which is flattering for most body
types, as well as elements such as
sparkle tulle and beading embel-
lishment. The tieback neckline
can be worn tied at the neck or

See Meals Tax,  Page 11
See Dress,  Page 7

Springfield Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

By Amna Rehmatulla

The Connection

P
aarth Jain, a sixth grader at Keene
Mill Elementary, woke up early on
Sunday to catch his 4 a.m. flight
with his family from Miami to

arrive at home in Springfield for a very spe-
cial event he could not miss: the Spring-
field Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post
7327 and the Ladies Auxiliary awards cer-
emony honoring local students, a teacher,
public safety officials and businesses at JW
& Friends Restaurant in Springfield on Sun-
day, Feb. 12.

“The Veterans of Foreign Wars believe
strongly in good citizenship and fostering
patriotism in the leaders of our future,” Post
Commander Gary Kelch said. This is done
through their annual patriotic programs: the
Patriot’s Pen Essay Writing Contest and the
Voice of Democracy Speech Competition.
“We encourage youthful minds, grades 6-
8, to examine our nation’s history through
their own experiences and modern society
through our Patriot’s Pen Essay Writing
Contest,” Kelch said. Each year for Patriot’s
Pen, VFW announces a theme. This year’s
theme was, “Why am I proud of my coun-
try?” Each student participating was re-
quired to describe that topic in 350 words
or less. Post 7327 received 72 written en-
tries. Three community members, not VFW
members, judged the entries.

THIS YEAR’S FIRST PLACE WINNER
was Paarth Jain, a sixth grader from Keene

Mill Elementary in Springfield. He received
a plaque and a $150 check each from Post
7327 and Ladies Auxiliary. Jain read his
winning essay titled, “America, the Land of
All” out loud:

“All of us are USA together. Not just be-
cause we live there. We are part of it be-
cause of the experience. We are joined by
the freedom. We are similar because of our
rights. We are connected by the govern-
ment. And although we may speak differ-
ent tongues and have different faces, we
will always be the soul of America.”

The audience cheered and applauded as
Jain ended his essay.

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) who was
also present at the event said, “You got it.
You got what America is.”

Connolly presented each awardee with a
copy of a Congressional Record certificate.
“Not everything we do in Congress passes
unanimously, but I’m very proud of the fact
that I put in the Congressional Record a
certificate honoring VFW Post 7327 but also
all of the honorees today, and there was no
objection,” he said.

The first place winner in both categories
[Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy] is
forwarded to district-wide competition. Dis-
trict 10 for the Veterans of Foreign Wars in
Virginia, runs from Dale City to Leesburg.
This year’s Patriot Pen winner from Post
7327, Jain, has also placed second in the
district and next week will be honored at
the VFW district meeting. Winners from the
district advance on to state-wide competi-
tion between the 13 districts in Virginia.
And winners of the state of Virginia advance
on to nationals where they compete among
winners from the 50 states, the overseas
territories, and posts that are in foreign
countries.

When asked how he felt about winning
first place, Jain responded, “I feel ok. My

teacher made me do the essay.” “I feel ex-
cited,” his mother, Komal Jain, said.

Second and third place winners of the
Patriot’s Pen contest were Brielle Perry and
Nithin Bagal, they both attend Keene Mill
Elementary as well.

THE VOICE OF DEMOCRACY competi-
tion is open to students in grades 9-12. The
theme for this year’s program was, “Is there
pride in serving in our military?”

Entries for Voice of Democracy must be
recorded, verbal speech, and not to exceed
five minutes and be submitted on a tape or
CD. Post 7327 received seven entries for this
year’s competition.

This year’s first place winner was Hanan
Awel, a 12th grader from Lee High School
in Springfield. Awel received a plaque and
a check of $150 each from Post 7327 and
Ladies Auxiliary. She read her winning
speech to the audience.

Second place winner was Gwendolyn
Cardiff and third place winner was Megan
Marriott, both home schooled students from
Alexandria.

Each year the VFW seeks to recognize an
elementary, junior high, and high school
teacher for their “outstanding commitment
for teaching Americanism and patriotism to
their students and to promote America’s
history, traditions, and institutions effec-
tively throughout the year.”

This year, the teacher of the year award
was presented to Sheila Bruen, a physical
education teacher at Angelus Academy in
Springfield. She was nominated for the
award by a parent, Mary Hansen. Bruen
received a specially designed crystal apple
award, a certificate, and two checks each
in the amount of $200.

She felt “honored and blessed” to win
teacher of the year. Her husband, Tom
Bruen, thought the occasion was wonder-

ful and that it was “nice to be recognized.”

PUBLIC SAFETY AWARDS included:
firefighter, police officer and emergency
medical technician of the year. All three
awardees received a plaque and a $200
check each from Post 7327 and Ladies Aux-
iliary.

Firefighter of the year was Tom Baldwin
who is from the Springfield Volunteer Fire
Department. He was nominated for this
award by Fire Chief Blake Pain.

Baldwin has worked as a firefighter for
the past four years. He describes being on
the job as “excitement of not knowing
what’s going to come. It’s like a mystery
box,” Baldwin said.

His parents who were also present at the
ceremony felt very proud and honored. “I
wish I could have done something like this
myself,” his father, Vince Baldwin said.

The Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) of the year was Sgt. Brian Witt who
is also from the Springfield Volunteer Fire
Department and was also nominated for this
award by Pain.

“I’m especially proud of Tom and Brian
because I’m also an administrative volun-
teer for the Springfield Fire Department,”
President of the Ladies Auxiliary, Linda
Bond said.

The police officer of the year was Scott
MacCaskill from the Franconia District Po-
lice Station.

Local businesses and individuals were
also honored with certificates for their con-
tributions to VFW Post 7327’s programs.
These included: Karen Stone of JW &
Friends Restaurant and Driver’s Lounge;
Ron Bullock of Springfield Trophies; John
O’Leary of Benjamin’s Restaurant; Scott
Brown of Cardinal Plaza Shell; Fischer
Hardware; and the Northern Virginia Sur-
gery Center and Staff.

From left: Commander Gary Kelch of VFW Post 7327, third place Patriot’s
Pen winner Nithin Bagal, first place Patriot’s Pen winner Paarth Jain,
U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly, second place Voice of Democracy winner
Gwendolyn Cardiff, first place Voice of Democracy winner Hanan Awel,
teacher of the year Sheila Bruen, Ladies Auxiliary President Linda Bond,
and third place Voice of Democracy winner Megan Marriott.

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) presented Post Commander Gary Kelch
and President Linda Bond of the Ladies Auxiliary with a framed Congres-
sional Record certificate at the VFW Post 7327 Awards Ceremony on
Sunday, Feb. 12.

Veterans Honor Area Residents
Local students, teacher,
public safety officials,
businesses recognized.
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VIRGINIA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Emil de Cou, Music Director

Ernst Community Cultural Center
No. VA Community College

8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale

Baroque to Jazz
  Featuring music of Handel, Grieg,
  Tchaikovsky, Ellington & Anderson

Sunday February 19th @ 4pm

Students Free -Group Rates Available
www.virginiachamberorchestra.org

703.758.0179

Off-Season Pricing

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates
50% Off
Crepe Myrtle, Azaleas

& Select Shade Trees

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Spring Is In

Our Greenhouse!

Cyclamen, Primroses & Orchids

Japanese Maples 30% Off

Is this the perfect time?

*This is only an estimate which assumes a 20% down payment and a 3.75% mortgage for 30
years. Prices and terms subject to change without notice. See Sales Consultant for details.

Only if you want to live in the perfect home in the
perfect place! 1,710 square feet of stair-free carefree

living for those lucky enough to be 55 or better.

9538 Airdrie Lane, Fredericksburg, VA 22408

For as little as $1,221 per month
including PITI and HOA Fees*

For more information, call 540-710-9450
or visit www.hazelhomesva.com

Come see for yourself!Perfect?

Barbara
Parkinson, 67,
Longtime
Connection
Employee, Dies

Barbara Jean Parkinson, 67, of
Sterling, Va., died Feb. 7, 2012 at
her residence. Born on Sept. 17,
1944 in New York she was the
daughter of the late Charles and
Elizabeth Lundy. Ms. Parkinson
was a member of Cornerstone
Chapel in Leesburg, Va.

Barbara attended Michigan
State University where she re-
ceived her Bachelor’s Degree in
Music. During her college years
she was a member of the singing
group known as The Jills. Being a
Music major in college she had a
talent and love for music. She also
played the piano and enjoyed sing-
ing.

She worked for Connection
Newspapers for many years.

Barbara enjoyed and loved
spending time with her grandchil-
dren and doing crafts with them.

Barbara was passionate about
her faith and enjoyed sharing it
with others.

She is survived by her son Mark
Parkinson and his wife Rachel, of
Purcellville, Va.; daughter Jenni-
fer Daughtry and her husband Jay
of Sterling, Va.; brother Wayne
Lundy of Loveland, Ohio; and five
grandchildren.

A graveside service was held on
Friday, Feb. 10, 2012 at Ebenezer
Cemetery, in Round Hill, Va. with
Pastor Mike Emerson officiating.

Memorial contributions can be
sent to the Cornerstone Chapel at
www.cornerstonechapel.net.

Please visit www.hallfh.com to
express online condolences to the
family.

Obituary

Barbara Parkinson
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Opinion

Saving the Bay: A Good Investment
Cleaning up the water that runs into the Chesapeake Bay will help create
jobs and economic activity in Virginia.

A
 plan to raise $300 million in bonds
to upgrade wastewater treatment
plants around the commonwealth
stalled in a House of Delegates com-

mittee last week, a setback in meeting EPA re-
quirements to clean up the water that leads to
the Bay. Money is tight, lawmakers say, al-
though an identical plan cleared the Senate.

Let’s be clear that part of what we’re talking
about by delay is continuing to allow raw sewage
to run into Virginia’s waterways every time it rains.

This is like deciding to let the toilets in the
house overflow rather than spend money on
the plumber. Not only is it unhealthy and un-
pleasant, it also makes Virginia less attractive
for tourists and eco-tourists.

Upgrading the sewage treatment plants will

generate jobs, but also upgrade the quality of
the water Virginians depend on for drinking,
household and business use and recreation.

More than 30 years of “saving” the Chesa-
peake Bay has accomplished about half of what
needs to be done. The bay is primary attrac-
tion for tourists in Virginia, and is the basis for
many jobs. The investment in the health of the
bay is a jobs bill for Virginia.

Aside from upgrading the treatment plants,
states in the Chesapeake Bay watershed will
need to find ways slow the pace of stormwater
runoff, do better with erosion control, change
some agricultural practices to keep “fertilizer”
from rushing into waterways every time it
rains, and more. Efforts made upstream by
other states will also benefit Virginia’s water-

ways. There are new green and more cost ef-
fective ways to go about many of these tasks.

The mission will also need the continued
involvement of individuals and organizations
who are dedicated to the Chesapeake Bay.

It’s an investment that will pay dividends for
Virginia.

Pet Connection
Send us photos of your pets this week for

inclusion in next week’s Pet Connection. Our
favorite pictures include both pets and humans.
Please identify everyone in the photo, give a
brief description of your pet, include address
and phone number, and email to:
north@connectionnewspapers.com

Community Engagement, Transportation Dominate Agenda
Chairman reflects on Board of
Supervisors retreat.

By Sharon Bulova

Chairman, Fairfax County

Board of Supervisors

O
n Monday and Tuesday,
Feb. 6-7, Board of Su-
pervisors engaged in a

two day Strategic Planning Re-
treat. The retreat, held at the
Lorton Arts Workhouse Center,
was an opportunity for board
members to engage in some infor-
mal, in-depth discussion of our re-
spective district issues, as well as
countywide opportunities and
challenges. Our location, the site
of the former Lorton Prison, served
as an impressive example of revi-
talization and historic re-use in the
South County area of Fairfax
County. The old prison buildings,
built at the beginning of the 20th
century, are now home to artists’
studios and performance arenas.
If you haven’t visited, I hope you
will do so. During a tour of the stu-
dios at lunchtime, I chatted with
several of the artists and vowed to
return to purchase some original
artwork.

The importance of Community
Engagement was woven through-
out all topics during our two days.
The board recognized that we
make the best decisions when we
have the community at the table
with us. Some examples of espe-
cially successful community en-
gagement have been our Commu-
nity Dialogues on the Budget,
Neighborhood College sessions,
the Parks Listening Tours, and our
use of new social media using
online chats and surveys. Engag-

ing our growing
minority and
immigrant com-
munity, as well
as our younger
gene ra t i on s ,
was identified
as a challenge
and will be the
subject for fu-

ture Board discussion.
❖ Day One of our Retreat in-

cluded a presentation by Fairfax
County’s Financial Advisor, Public
Financial Management, (PFM
Group) on how the Rating Agen-
cies view us. We were described
as having “Gilt Edged” ratings,
which we’re very proud of and
which saves us millions of dollars
when we sell bonds to pay for
County and School facilities.
Board members were
complimented on our disciplined
fiscal stewardship and adherence
to the 10 Principals of Financial
Management that guide budget
decisions. The presentation
sparked discussion about how
large or small the county’s liquid
reserves need to be. Rating agen-
cies would like them to be larger.
Budget watchdogs question
whether we have too much “cush-
ion” that should instead be used
to reduce the tax rate, or fund
more services. More discussion of
adequate vs. inadequate reserves
will be subject to future discussion.

❖ Transportation played a ma-
jor role on our agenda during both
days. Each Board member spoke
to the need to identify creative,
multimodal solutions to traffic

congestion within their districts
and throughout Fairfax County.
With less and less funding coming
from the federal government and
the state, local governments are
pressured to assume more respon-
sibility for transportation - for
capital, operation and mainte-
nance. A great deal of discussion
took place both days about a new
Board of Supervisors Four-Year
Transportation Plan that will be
developed during upcoming Board
Transportation Committee meet-
ings, as well as potential sources
of new revenue to support it.

Our Board continues to be con-
cerned about plans at the state
level to “devolve” the maintenance
of neighborhood and secondary
streets to the localities. Without
sufficient state investment, our
streets have deteriorated to an
alarming degree. Assuming this re-
sponsibility without sufficient
funding will result in a significant
cost to local taxpayers.

❖ The topic of Transportation
was coupled with a presentation
on our Financial Outlook as we
undergo a sluggish recovery from
the Great Recession and as we face
additional major Capital and Op-
erational Challenges to support
our growing and changing com-
munity. Bottom line, we have more
needs than anticipated revenue.
Both opportunity and challenges
will result from future economic
development and from the rede-
velopment of older parts of Fairfax
County. The presentation was ex-
tremely valuable in setting the
stage for this Board’s challenges as
we begin this four year term.

❖ The second day of our retreat
ended with a discussion of plan-
ning and development – The Next

Planning Horizon. When Fairfax
County experienced its earlier pe-
riods of growth we were a com-
munity of farms and villages. The
early planning process involved
Annual Plan Reviews, later
changed to Area Plan Reviews.
Early planning called for every-
thing (residential, retail, commer-
cial) to be separated from each
other. The pattern requires us to
get into our car in order to get al-
most anywhere. Newer develop-
ment strategies call for more
mixed use, “walkable” communi-
ties and more connections of pe-
destrian, bike and transit modes
of transportation.

As Fairfax County matures, our
growth and development will in-
volve more Redevelopment and
Revitalization of our older com-
mercial and industrial area. Re-
treat discussion on this topic dealt
with how we can adopt better
tools for this pattern of develop-
ment, and how best we can engage
our community in the process. The
development of a Next Planning
Horizon process will take place
during the next months at the
Board’s Revitalization Committee.

❖ Education continues to be our
number one priority. Throughout
the retreat Board members ex-
pressed that they are looking for-
ward to meeting with members of
the School Board at a full day re-
treat on Saturday, Feb. 25. A num-
ber of areas for collaboration (hu-
man services, transportation, shar-
ing capital facilities) were sug-
gested for discussion at that venue.
As we continue to struggle with fis-
cal challenges and changes, it is
critical that we forge an effective
working relationship with our part-
ners on the School side of the aisle.
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A Winning Dress
behind, offering versatility to

the young woman who wears it.
Rockey, who serves as a liai-

son between the design team
and merchandising team at
David’s Bridal, notes that
Samantha’s dress was both
trend-conscious and appealing
to a variety of wearers. “Part of
my role as a judge was to de-
termine which of the sketches
submitted could really be ex-
ecuted by our David’s Bridal
design team,” she comments.

Beitler agrees. “All of
[Samantha’s] elements were
trend-right. Then you accompany
that by a style we felt would be
worn easily by a range of custom-
ers, regardless of their size.”

In addition to a sketch of her
perfect prom dress, Samantha
and other contestants were re-
quired to submit a 100-word de-
scription of their vision and in-
spiration. Judged by a panel of
fashion editors from Seventeen
Magazine and design experts
from David’s Bridal, finalists’
sketches were also posted on
Facebook for teen fans to critique.

SAMANTHA has been passion-
ate about fashion illustration
since she was 11 and was en-
couraged by her family to en-
ter. Web Bryant, her dad and an
artist for USA Today, remembers
how exciting it was to see her
sketch realized into a finished
product in the school cafeteria.
“It was amazing because it was
so much of a finish from being
there the night she did the illus-
tration and helping her send it
off and scanning it and filing out
the paperwork,” he observes,
“To actually see it there made
you pause.”

Bryant recalls that Samantha
showed artistic talent early on,
particularly with watercolors,
pencils, and graphite. She con-
tinues to enjoy trips to places
like the National Museum with
friends to track down beloved
pieces of artwork.

“I definitely pull inspiration
in almost everything I design. I
find it so much easier when you
have something visual to pull
from than just pulling it out of
thin air in your head,” describes
Samantha. She had always
loved Van Gogh’s “Starry Night”
and felt it epitomizes the ro-
mance and fairytale quality of
prom night.

Samantha’s prom dress went
on sale on David’s Bridal’s
website on Feb. 7. It will be sold
in stores, including the Spring-
field location, starting on Feb.
15. “It’s just so cool to think that

From Page 3

News

now real girls all over the world
can see it and buy it,” she ex-
presses. “Maybe girls that don’t
even know me or don’t even
realize it was from a contest
will fall in love with it anyway
which is just so fascinating.”
The Seventeen Magazine fash-
ion spread featuring her dress
appears this month.

AS IF HAVING her dress de-
veloped, manufactured, and sold
by David’s Bridal weren’t excit-
ing enough, Samantha has also
won a $25,000 scholarship,
$5,000 for her school, and a trip
to New York City to visit David’s
Bridal design studio.

Samantha can’t wait to visit
what many consider one of the
fashion capitals of the world. “I
really love networking and get-
ting to know people in the in-
dustry and seeing how every-
thing works. Any insight into
that world is so exciting to me,”
she adds. She’ll be accompanied
by two other contestants from
the top three.

“It’s a very wonderful thing
that’s happened to a very won-
derful young lady,” Principal
Jeff Yost summarizes. He plans
to collaborate with Samantha
to decide how to use the money
she won for Woodson. He be-
lieves that programs like Fairfax
Academy, where Samantha
studies fashion design, expose
young adults to possible career
paths and prepare them for
higher education.

Samantha is grateful for her
Fashion 1 and Fashion 2 teach-
ers, Barbara Galindo and Jin-A
Chang, who helped her develop
more commercial illustrations
and prepared her for a career
as a designer. She also hones
her skills by taking advanced
sewing classes in the evenings.
She would love to major in
fashion design at her top
choice, the Fashion Institute of
Technology in Manhattan.

SAMANTHA’S ADVICE to
other budding fashion design-
ers or anyone working towards
their dream? “Just to simply
work at it, every single day,” she
encourages. “When I first started
illustrating I was awful, but if
you truly love it and you are
truly passionate about it, it will
grow and you’ll get better.

Samantha looks forward to
wearing her design at her prom
this year. “I’m excited to try it
on. Even if it doesn’t look per-
fect on me, I’ll wear it anyway.”
One of Yost’s assistant princi-
pals has a daughter who wants
to buy the dress as well.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

H
olding red heart balloons and handing
out candles and flowers, nearly 200
guests gathered in the shadow of the
historic Fairfax County Courthouse to

celebrate the union of a one couple on Valentine’s
Day.

The Rev. Karen Rasmussen and Barb Brehm - long-
time Fairfax residents who are both retired Navy
veterans and have been partners for 26 years – were
at the courthouse to apply for a marriage license.

“I remembered the ring,” Rasmussen said, holding
it up to the crowd who laughed and applauded.

At 2 p.m., the couple entered the courthouse, where
they were taken to a room by Clerk of Courts John
Frey, and denied a marriage license. Under Virginia
law, marriage between persons of the same sex is
prohibited. “Therefore, I hereby deny your request
for a marriage license,” wrote John Frey, Clerk of
Courts.

The scene played out the way the participants knew
it would. But the rejection didn’t dampen the mood
of the crowd.

“Of course we are disappointed,” Rasmussen said,
holding Brehm’s hand.

“But the clerk was very gracious. He didn’t have a
form that said ‘bride’ and ‘bride.’ Maybe next time it
will be yes. We will invite you all back when we get
a yes,” she said, as the crowd cheered.

MORE CELEBRATION THAN PROTEST, the
event was organized by People of Faith for Equality
in Virginia (POFEV) – a statewide interfaith organi-
zation of clergy and laypersons committed to achiev-
ing full equality for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender (LGBT) Virginians - together with the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax
(UUCF).

Participants sang civil-rights era songs, listened to
several impassioned speeches by local and national
clergy, and held a candlelight vigil to protest discrimi-
nation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender fami-
lies. To the surprise of several participants, there were
no counter-demonstrations or confrontations.

“I think this is a matter of visibility and aware-
ness. It’s important that people know a lot of ordi-
nary people right here in Fairfax County support
marriage equality,” said Catherine Read, who sits on
the board of Our Daily Bread, a Fairfax nonprofit
that provides food and other essential services to
those in need.

“We are here to stand in support of loving lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender couples who cannot
legally obtain a marriage license in the Common-
wealth of Virginia,” said the Rev. Peter Morales, presi-
dent of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).

Attending the event from his home in Massachu-
setts, Morales said the Bay state - the first U.S. state
to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples be-
ginning in 2004 - is one of six states that allow ho-
mosexuals to marry, in addition to the District of
Columbia.

“Look around here. The turn-out is fabulous,”

Morales said. “We are reclaiming religious faith from
the forces of marginalism and ignorance. I am happy
to add my voice to this major interfaith battle,” he
said, telling the crowd that marriage in his home
state is thriving, and has one of the lowest divorce
rates. “We will prevail. We need to continue this fight
together.”

According to Morales, Unitarian Universalists have
a long and rich history of social justice work. In 2008,
the UUA launched the “Standing on the Side of Love”
campaign to elevate compassionate religious voices
to influence public attitudes and public policy.

“For Unitarian Universalists, support for marriage
equality is an expression of our core religious val-
ues,” Morales said. “We affirm the inherent worth
and dignity of all people. We believe our laws should
treat all people equally and with compassion. We are
determined to stand on the side of love, and to stand
for equal treatment of our LGBT brothers and sis-
ters.”

The Rev. Scott Sammler-Michael, senior minister
of the Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church in
Burke, who led the crowd in singing several spiri-
tual songs, said he has always been an advocate for
marriage equality. “This is the civil rights issue of
our time. Denying people who love each other the
right to get married has never made any sense to
me,” he said.

THE CLERGY offered a blessing to all LGBT couples
present. “It is my great hope that we are moving to-
ward a kinder and more just society in which all citi-
zens enjoy equality under the law,” said Mary
Katherine Morn, parish minister at UUCF.

“As a spiritual leader, I am especially concerned
about protecting and supporting all those who seek
to create loving families, the foundation of our great
country,” Morn said.

Cathy Downs of Springfield said she has always
had friends who were same-sex couples, and it was
painful to watch them struggle with simple rights,
such as hospital visitation. “I hope they walk in and
get that marriage license.”

Standing on the
‘Side of Love’
People of faith gather to
support marriage equality
in Fairfax.

Catherine Read of Fairfax stands with the
Rev. Don Prange in support of marriage
equality at an event organized by several
faith groups, including the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Fairfax.
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Allen Schneider D.D.S. happily welcomes
Jeff Parker D.M.D. to our dental practice

for honoring

Carriers of the Year

THANKS!THANKS!
Our thanks to

3

is proud to recognize

Carriers of the Year!
ALL SEATS $4.00

(Folks under 14, with GMU ID,
& over 60 only $3.00)

(Tuesdays $2 Admission!)

703-273-7111

University
Mall Theatres
(123 & Braddock Rd., Fairfax)

www.universitymalltheatres.com

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw  it in this
Connection Newspaper For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

wwwConnectionNewspaperscom and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 & 19

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call

Erin Peck at 703-778-9449
or E-Mail the info to

epeck@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Tuesday at 3 P.M.

9005 Andromeda Drive, Burke • $399,000 • Open Sunday 1-4 p.m.
Star Morrad, Keller Williams, 703-447-2028

Annandale
8401 Hayden Ln.........................$424,900.....Sun 2-5......Cathy Poungmalai .. FranklyRealty.com..703-786-5776
4202 Breezewood Ln..................$545,000.....Sun 1-3.................Pat Collette.........Long & Foster ..703-750-2800

Arlington
1001 Vermont St. #509 ............$365,000 ....Sun 1-4 .................Gary Eales ........Long & Foster ..703-609-4331

Ashburn
19895 Upland Terr......................$329,000.....Sun 1-4............Susan Metcalf .............Avery-Hess ..703-472-6512

Burke
10041 Marshall Pond Rd............$524,900.....Sun 1-4...Carol Hermandorfer.........Long & Foster ..703-503-1812
9005 Andromeda Dr. ..................$399,000.....Sun 1-4................Star Morrad........Keller Williams..703-447-2028
5212 Olley Ln. ............................$499,900.....Sun 1-4............Susan Metcalf .............Avery-Hess ..703-472-6512
5210 Dunleigh Dr........................$569,900.....Sun 1-4.................Beth Jones.........Long & Foster ..703-503-1869
5445 Crossrail Dr........................$267,500.....Sun 1-4 ........ Jenny Ko-Martin .................Weichert ..703-380-8825
8202 Winnepeg Dr......................$529,999.....Sun 1-3...............Alex Hodges.........Cottage Street ..703-242-0005

Centreville
14707 Rabbit Run Ct..................$645,000.....Sun 1-4.............Amy Trumbull.........Long & Foster ..703-929-3009
5128 Wyndam Rose Cove #33...$279,000.....Sun 1-4 ..........Donny Samson........Samson Props ..703-864-4894

Clifton
7412 Union Ridge Rd..............$1,150,000.....Sun 1-4...........Lisa Clayborne.........Long & Foster ..703-502-8145
7021 Union Mill Rd.....................$649,900.....Sun 1-4............Debbie Mesen.................Weichert ..703-201-7723
11705 Amkin Dr..........................$725,000.....Sun 1-4..........Susie Carpenter......Coldwell Banker ..703-938-5600

Fairfax
12305 Country Ridge Ln ............ $999,000...Sun 12-3.............Kim Kaufhold..................RE/MAX..703-850-4890
8880 Olive Mae Cir.....................$849,900.....Sun 1-4...............Debbie Tritle .................Weichert ..703-821-8300
4409 Sedgehurst Dr #202..........$185,000.....Sun 1-4.................Donna Ney......Coldwell Banker ..703-691-1400
11942 Appling Valley Rd............$489,000.....Sun 1-4.........Steve Dunleavey..................RE/MAX..703-946-5571
12814 Holly Grove Ct ..............$1,195,000.....Sun 1-4.................Scott Koval........Samson Props ..703-625-3446
12225 Apple Orchard Ct. ............$449,000.....Sun 1-4.............Kinder Saund.........Long & Foster ..202-369-5597
3725 Anne Place .................... $379,000...Sat/Sun 1-4............Frank Madden..............Century 21 ..571-221-2062

Fairfax Station
9743 Rolling Ridge Dr. ...............$849,950.....Sun 1-4....Kathleen Quintarelli .................Weichert ..703-862-8808

Falls Church
6343 Crosswoods Dr..................$995,000.....Sun 1-4 ...........Dallison Veach..................RE/MAX..703-477-7920
7430 Chummley Ct.....................$519,900.....Sun 1-4..........Viveca Kazarian........Keller Williams..703-618-7677

Kingstowne/Alexandria
7460 Gillingham Row ................$499,950.....Sun 1-4..Tom & Cindy & Assoc ......Long & Foster ..703-822-0207
6045 Hydrangea Dr.....................$329,900.....Sun 1-4.............Jim Souvagis.........Long & Foster ..703-919-9191
6126 Florence Ln........................$799,000.....Sun 1-4...........Dick McCaffrey..................RE/MAX..703-549-9200
7708L Haynes Point Way, #9......$298,765.....Sun 1-3 ... Linda Gualtieri Haer......Coldwell Banker ..703-340-2936
6528 Birchleigh Way...................$359,900.....Sun 1-4 ............Scott Kirkland........Keller Williams..703-481-0474

Lorton
8509 Silverview Dr....................$715,000 ....Sun 1-4 ..............Kathy Peters .........Long & Foster ..703-915-2165

Springfield
6825 Bluecurl Cir........................$599,950.....Sun 1-4...The Applegate Team.........Long & Foster ..703-451-5818
8213 Taunton Pl .........................$499,950.....Sun 1-4...The Applegate Team.........Long & Foster ..703-451-5818
5815F Rexford Dr. #783.............$179,900......Sat 1-4 .....Barb White Adkins..................RE/MAX..703-609-8950
3120 Viola St..............................$465,000.....Sun 1-4............Becky Berning.........Long & Foster ..703-930-3400
7582 Woodstown Dr...................$487,500.....Sun 1-4 ................Saul Juarez .................Weichert ..703-597-3807
7908 Edinburgh Dr.....................$499,995.....Sun 1-4.........Betey Nalevanko.......................Jobin ..703-670-4521
8617 Beech Hollow Ln................$378,000.....Sun 1-4..............Susan Gurny.................Weichert ..703-609-6393

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

I
t’s one thing to read about
history in a textbook, but
another thing entirely to ex-
perience it “firsthand.” And

550 seventh-graders at Robinson
Middle School did that recently,
simulating what immigrants went
through at Ellis Island at the turn
of the 20th century.

Students were given character
identities – their names, ages, gen-
ders, countries of origin, educa-
tion, whether they had children or
disabilities, and economic status –
most were poor. Then they dressed
in costume and – in a room trans-
formed into Ellis Island – they went
through six stations, answering
questions and taking tests before
they could enter the U.S.

The two-day event is part of the
history SOLs. “It’s also a really im-
portant topic in an era of modern
immigration,” explained U.S. His-
tory teacher Susan Reade, middle-
school Social Studies Department
chair. “Our message to the students
is that we’re all immigrants, with
a history and legacy of immigra-
tion. Whether it was last week or
on the Mayflower, we all came
from somewhere else.”

The event was based on class
discussions and library research. At
the outset, with a replica of the
Statue of Liberty in the back-
ground, some students sang and
danced to Neil Diamond’s rousing
song, “America.” Then, to give the
students an understanding of citi-
zenship and a framework for the
exercise, Reade told them why
people left their home countries
and discussed their travel condi-
tions.

“They got pushed out of their
home countries,” said Reade, the
middle-school Social Studies De-
partment chair. “Things were bad
enough for them to leave every-
thing they knew to start over in a
new country. The Jews, in particu-
lar, fled religious persecution; oth-
ers left because of government op-
pression, to avoid required military
service, or because of starvation –
the potato famine in Ireland. They
also came for opportunities to get
an education, a better job and land,
and to escape poverty.”

Millions of people left their
homes and relatives. “They
were the very best workers –
highly motivated and ener-
getic people willing to take
risks,” said Reade. “This is
our legacy; these are our
relatives, and their strength
is what built the United
States.”

THE FIRST WAVE of immi-
grants came from Northern
and Western Europe. “Most
spoke English and were Prot-
estant so they blended in eas-
ily,” said Reade. “Industrial-
ization begins and the Home-
stead Act is created. Ten mil-
lion people immigrated be-
fore 1890.”

The second wave of 15
million people came between
1880 and 1910. “Only assembly-
line jobs were available and there
was no more free land,” said
Reade. “U.S. workers thought the
immigrants would take away their
jobs, so they met them with dis-
crimination and anger.”

When Ellis Island opened in
1892 to welcome and process im-
migrants, immigration increased.
But it declined sharply in 1914, at
the start of WWI, as the U.S.
wanted to keep out the immigrants
and their problems.

To make the immigration expe-
rience more realistic for Robinson
students, they were loaded down
with luggage and clothing as they
entered “Ellis Island.” As they
boarded ships to America, people
carried all their clothes and pos-
sessions with them, Reade said.

“The richest people traveled in
style; poor people traveled in steer-
age to save their money to live in

the new country,” she explained.
“They had no windows or fresh air
and little food. People got seasick,
and there was one toilet for 500
people for the two-week journey.”

Rich people went straight to New
York; the rest went through Ellis
Island. Still, said Reade, as they
approached the U.S., “They were
greeted by Lady Liberty, represent-
ing a welcome to the immigrants
who wanted freedom and were
willing to work hard for a better
life. They came for their dreams.”

DURING ROBINSON’S SIMU-
LATION, students went through a
legal inspection, giving their per-
sonal information. During the
medical exam, they disclosed any
disabilities they had, read an eye
chart and were checked for lice. At
the mental-health station, their
hand/eye coordination was tested.

At the vocations area, their docu-

Carla Abril portrayed a 37-
year-old Polish Jew, Marta
Levitsky, who left Poland so
she could have religious free-
dom. She brought her 4-
month-old baby girl, Melissa,
with her.

Carla said it was a bit con-
fusing, walking around the
processing area at Ellis Is-
land. It was also tough be-
ing an immigrant, she said,
because “People would dis-
criminate against you.
They’d yell at you and try to
destroy your things.” She
said the Ellis Island simula-
tion was a good idea to learn
about immigration because
“Instead of just reading
about it, you can see what
the immigrants were doing
and how they felt about it.”

Teacher Catherine Rodriguez
called it “An amazing, educational
opportunity for the students to ex-
perience Ellis Island and immigra-
tion. Being able to learn this in a
more firsthand format brings the
process to life for them – and they
also get to dress up and do activi-
ties. We gave them guidelines
about their characters and they cre-
ated their own costumes.”

Playing a 33-year-old
candymaker from Germany was
Eusebus Hershey. “It’s very cool
because you get to see how immi-
grants got here back then,” he said.
“I was surprised that they asked me
questions about where my ‘chil-
dren’ and ‘wife’ were.” Eusebus
said his character was jailed three
times in Germany for domestic
problems, but hoped to start a
Catholic church in America.

Natasha Duarte portrayed Greek
immigrant Athena Stavropoulous,

19. The information on her tag said
she had a limp and was of moder-
ate strength, and Natasha was en-
joying the activity. “It’s fun because
you get to go through Ellis Island
and it’s hands on,” she said. “It
helps you feel you’re a part of his-
tory so you can understand better
how immigrants were treated then
and how it was, in general.”

Tanner Uffelman played a 17-
year-old Russian Jew named
Nicholas Bulatkin, whose tag de-
scribed him as having a kind and
positive personality. “He left Rus-
sia because he was being prosti-
tuted and persecuted because of
his religion,” said Tanner. “He
wanted to get a job working with
animals.”

Tanner said his character carried
luggage containing his clothes,
plus books and photos of his fam-
ily. “It’s fun seeing what they did
at Ellis Island,” he said. “And it’s
cool dressing up.”

Afterward, Reade praised the ef-
forts of her fellow, seventh-grade,
U.S. History teachers who worked
hard to make the event such a big
success. Lesley Minai created the
tenement, John Perriello ran the
detention center and Jeannie
Lesko checked the “immigrants”
skills as related to their job poten-
tial. Mark Southworth dressed as
a doctor gear to “examine” the im-
migrants, Sharon Hockenbury cre-
ated a mental health and IQ test-
ing center, and Rodriguez helped
both before and during the simu-
lation. And both Minai and the
school librarians coordinated the
research.

“This took a great deal of prepa-
ration and planning,” said Reade.
“But we all wanted to make this a
very memorable event.”

Coming to America
Robinson Middle
students simulate
Ellis Island
immigration.

From left, three “immigrants” - Colleen Mulligan (Ger-
many), Brennen McCarthy (Greece) and Emily Weidner
(Ukraine) - with their “babies” and luggage.

Auria Pritchard portrays a 52-year-old
woman from Greece as Robinson Middle
students simulate Ellis Island immigration.
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ments were stamped to identify
them as either skilled or unskilled
workers, depending on their edu-
cation. At customs, they learned
what was permissible to bring into
the country; and at the departure
center, they took and Oath of Alle-
giance to the U.S.

The students were also crammed
in large groups into a cardboard
“tenement building” to give them
a feeling of the crowded conditions
in which the immigrants lived in
America. Each student wore a tag
containing their character’s name,
information, personality and abili-
ties.

Wearing a scarf on her head and
walking with a cane, Auria
Pritchard portrayed a 52-year-old
woman from Greece. She said the
simulation was “sort of like being
at Ellis Island. We actually get to
experience it and feel how it would
be.”

Bjorn Gustafsson as Russian immigrant
Dimitri Kowalski, filling out paperwork at
Ellis Island.

Eusebus Hershey (far left) and other “immigrants” swear the
loyalty oath to the United States.
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Assembly of God
Harvest Church…703-971-7070
Word of Life Assembly of God…

703-941-2312
Baha’i Faith

Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest…
703-912-1719

Baptist
Community of Faith Tabernacle…

703-455-4594
Fellowship Baptist Church…

703-569-5151
First Baptist Church-Hayfield…

703-971-7077
First Baptist Church-Springfield…

703-451-1500
Franconia Baptist Church…703-971-4475
South Run Baptist Church…703-455-4521

Westwood Baptist Church…

703-451-5120

Bible
Immanuel Bible Church…

703-941-4124

Catholic
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church…

703-451-8576
Christian Science First Church of Christ,

Scientist…703-866-4325
Church of Christ

Central Christian Church…703-971-0277
Springfield Church of Christ…

703-451-4011

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints…

703-451-0631
Disciples of Christ

Springfield Christian Church…
703-354-4994

Episcopal
St. Christopher’s Episcopal…

703-451-1088

Evangelical Covenant
Community Covenant Church…

703-455-4150

Jewish
Congregation Adat Reyim…

703-569-7577
Ohev Yisrael Messianic Congregation...

703-550-0888
Jehovah’s Witness

Springfield North Congregation…
703-971-2936

Lutheran
Prince of Peace Lutheran…

703-451-5855
St. John’s Lutheran Church…

703-971-2210
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…

703-451-4331
Immanual Lutheran Church…

703-549-0155

Methodist

Messiah United
Methodist Church…

703-569-9862

Springfield United Methodist...
703-451-2375

St. John’s United Methodist…
703-256-6655

Sydenstricker United Methodist…
703-451-8223

Non-Denominational
Love International Church…

703-354-3608
New Life Open Bible Church…

703-922-7577
New World Unity Church…

703-690-7925
International Calvary Church…

703-912-1378

Presbyterian
Grace Presbyterian Church…

703-451-2900
Harvester Presbyterian Church…

703-455-7800
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church…

703-451-5320

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one

comes to the Father except by me.” John 14:6

The Spirit of
The Living
Christ
Ministry

Sharon Fernandez, Pastor • 703-568-5647

Offering teaching, healing and
the prophetic word of god

Please join us for Prayer & Bible
Study Thursdays from 7 to 8:30 pm. Sunday
Worship Service is held from 9:30 to 11 am in
Woodside Plaza, 14505 Jefferson Davis Hwy.,
Unit 9, Woodbridge, VA

FRIDAY/FEB. 17
Every Avenue. 5 p.m. Jaxx Nightclub,

6355 Rolling Road, Springfield. $15-
$17. www.jaxxroxx.com.

Mitten Weather. 11 a.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Stories and activities about mittens.
Age 3-5 with adult. 703-249-1520.

Tween Book Discussion. 4 p.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Book Discussion.
Title pending. Age 8-14. 703-249-
1520.

SATURDAY/FEB. 18
Pressed-Leaf Butterfly Workshop.

9:30 a.m. Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Code 290 182 3301. $25. Nancy
Olney, staff horticulturalist shows
you how to create works of art using
recently pressed leaves. Take your
‘butterfly’ home in a matted frame.
Register at www.greenspring.org or
703-642-5173.

Consider Conifers. 10:30 a.m. Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road, Alexandria. Code 290 182
4101. $12. Identify and describe
some of Green Spring’s evergreen
trees. Be inspired to consider conifers
to brighten and define your winter
landscape. Then step into the warmth
of the Historic House for
refreshments. Register at
www.greenspring.org or 703-642-
5173.

VITA Tax Assistance. 10 a.m.
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. IRS-
certified volunteers help taxpayers
who earned up to $50K. Adults. 703-
339-4610.

VITA Tax Assistance. 10 a.m. Richard
Byrd Library,  7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Tax help. IRS-certified

volunteers help taxpayers who
earned up to $50K. Adults. 703-451-
8055.

Concert by the Virginia Grand
Military Band. 8 p.m. Hayfield
Secondary School, 7630 Telegraph
Road, Alexandria. VGMB will
perform works by Wagner,
Beethoven, Karl King and Leonard B.
Smith. Adults $20, under age 18 free.
703-426-4777 or www.vgmb.com.

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
Virginia Chamber Orchestra:

Baroque to Jazz. 4 p.m. Ernst
Community Cultural Center,
Northern Virginia Community
College Annandale Campus, 8333
Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
Music Director Emil de Cou presents
Handel’s Two concerti grossi from
the Twelve Grand Concertos, Opus 6;
Tchaikovsky’s Andante Cantabile
from String Quartet Opus 11, No. 1;
Edvard Grieg’s Holberg Suite; Duke
Ellington’s Solitude and Leroy
Anderson’s Jazz Pizzicato and Jazz
Legato. Reception to follow. Adults
$20, seniors $18, students free. 703-
758-0179 or
www.virginiachamberorchestra.org.

Northern Virginia NTRACK Display
and N Gauge Trains. 1-4 p.m.
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. $3 adults, $1 children.
www.fairfax-station.org or 703-425-
9225.

Grow the Best Tasting Tomatoes
Ever. 1:30 p.m. Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Code 290 182 4601. $10.
The importance of correct planting,
feeding, watering and support, with a
special emphasis on common
mistakes to avoid when growing tasty
tomatoes in containers. Book signing.

Register at www.greenspring.org or
703-642-5173.

TUESDAY/FEB. 21
Tuesday Night at the Movies. 7 p.m.

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. The romantic comedy His
Girl Friday, starring Cary Grant and
Rosalind Russell. Light refreshments
available. Adults. 703-249-1520.

Family Storytime. 7 p.m. Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Stories, songs and
fingerplays. All ages. 703-339-4610.

Classics Book Club. 7 p.m. Richard
Byrd Library,  7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. The Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam. Adults. 703-451-8055.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.
Richard Byrd Library,  7250
Commerce St., Springfield. Practice
and improve your English. Adults.
703-451-8055.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 22
Learning English. 10:15 a.m.

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Conversation group for adults
learning English. 703-339-4610.

Fun with Ones. 10:30 a.m. Richard
Byrd Library,  7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Books, songs and rhymes.
Age 1 with adult. 703-451-8055.

Travel Club. 1 p.m. Richard Byrd
Library,  7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Bring lunch and enjoy
discussion. Adults. 703-451-8055

THURSDAY/FEB. 23
English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Practice English
and improve your skills. Adults. 703-
249-1520.

The Sixth Generation, a
1960s rock band, will be per-
forming at Empire in Spring-
field on Feb. 25. The show is
produced by Afton Presents and
will begin at 7 p.m. The Sixth
Generation was originally
formed in Michigan in 1966
and was inducted into the
Michigan Rock and Roll Leg-
ends hall of fame in 2011. The
band regularly performs at ven-
ues and festivals across the Mid-
west and Mid Atlantic regions,

‘The Sixth Generation’
Performs in Springfield

The Sixth Generation, a 1960s rock band, will be per-
forming at Empire in Springfield on Feb. 25. From left:
Dave Walenga, Paul Davies, Ron Hamrick (of Burke),
Fred Bachman, Fred Hulce and Don Simmons.

although this will be their first
appearance in Northern Vir-
ginia. The band performs popu-
lar rock songs from the 1960s
as well as original songs that
baby boomers readily relate to.

Their song, ”That Was The
Time” is a particular favorite
among the baby boomer genera-
tion but they also have a follow-
ing among younger fans. Tick-
ets can be purchased online at
http://tickets.aftonshows.com/
thesixthgeneration.

Calendar Send notes to the Connection at south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements should be submitted at least
two weeks prior to the event.



Springfield Connection  ❖  February 16-22, 2012  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

CARDIOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

EMERGENCY/
CRITICAL CARE

INTERNAL MEDICINE

NEUROLOGY

ONCOLOGY

RADIATION
ONCOLOGY

RADIOLOGY

REHABILITATIVE
THERAPY

SURGERY

RADIOCAT
Centers for The
Treatment of Feline
Hyperthyroidism

News

tax, “the board needs to really
lobby the issue in order to get pas-
sage.”

Bulova agreed, saying that com-
munity engagement is key to the
success of any referendum.

“There’s no way I would support
putting a meals tax  to a referen-
dum without it being clearly de-
fined. And we would have to have,
if not support, then at least neutral-
ity from restaurant associations.”

Nancy-Jo Manney, executive di-
rector of the Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce, which rep-
resents hundreds of businesses
and restaurants in greater Spring-
field, including Kingstowne as well
as the fast-growing Lorton area,
said a meals tax is worth a “healthy
discussion.”

“To get it approved by voters we
will need to be confident the rev-
enue is used for its intended pur-
pose. I don’t think using it for gen-
eral budget needs will work. It
needs to be for something specific
- I’d vote for transportation - and
not have loop holes,” Manney said.
“The other primary factor would
be to keep the percentage at or
below our neighboring localities.

A competitive meals tax would
keep dining in Fairfax County
more attractive.”

Supervisor Pat  Herrity (R-Spring-
field) said there was a step he thinks
the board needed to take first.

“Before we reach into our tax
payers’ pockets and impose a tax
on our restaurants and tourism
industry we need to make trans-
portation a county priority—in
getting real transportation proffers
from developers, in our bonding
authority and in our budget,”
Herrity said. “We also need to
work with the other urban juris-
dictions in the state to get more of
our money back from Richmond
now that urban jurisdictions have
greater voting power due to redis-
tricting. There has been no orga-
nized effort to get that done.”

Bulova said the discussion on a
meals tax referendum is far from
finished.

“There was agreement on the
board that this was the beginning
of the discussion not the end,”
Bulova said. “Transportation fund-
ing is parked in future transporta-
tion meeting and budget commit-
tee meetings. We don’t have an
action plan yet.”

From Page 3

Meal Tax Discussed
Send notes to the Connection at

south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Fri-
day. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to
the event.

Gustavo G. Ramallo of Spring-
field has received a master of science
in electrical engineering from Boston
University of Boston, Mass.

Lauren Gertscher of Spring-
field graduated from Radford
University in May 2011 with a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Criminal
Justice.  She is a 2007 graduate of
Lake Braddock Secondary School in
Burke.

Lucy Webb of Springfield has re-

ceived a president’s scholarship for the
2011-2012 academic year at Biola Uni-
versity of La Mirada, Calif.

Navy Seaman Lesley A. Garcia,
daughter of Percy R. Garcia of Spring-
field, recently completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill. with honors.
During the eight-week program, Garcia
completed a variety of training which
included classroom study and practical
instruction on naval customs, first aid,
firefighting, water safety and survival,
and shipboard and aircraft safety.

Springfield residents Kaytlyn
Schmitt, Ariel Miller, Kenneth Lee
and Greg Gates have been named as
members of the Marching Virginians at
Virginia Tech.

Luo Qian of Springfield, a senior
at Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology, has been
named a Regional Finalist in the Si-
emens Competition in Math, Science
& Technology, and will compete for
a chance to win a $100,000 scholar-
ship.

Cole Mitchell has been named
to the fall 2011 dean’s list at
Randolph-Macon Academy. He is the
son of Taylor and Sue Mitchell of
Springfield.

Kayla Magaha, a student from
Hayfield Secondary School, won a
third place award at the Health Oc-
cupations Students of America State
Leadership conference. Magaha won
in the career health day category.

School Notes

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

For a free
digital
subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.con
nectionnews
papers.com/
subscribe

Complete
digital replica
of the print
edition,
including
photos and
ads,
delivered
weekly to
your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail: going
green@con
nectionnews
papers.com
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Sports
Springfield Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Lee Gymnasts Michetti, Stewart Qualify for States
By Jon Roetman

The Connection

L
ee teammates Leah Michetti and
Katie Stewart each earned a re-
gional all-around berth by plac-
ing in the top four at districts.

While neither member of the Lancer duo
was overjoyed with how things turned out
at regionals, both managed to punch their
ticket to states.

Michetti qualified for states on floor and
Stewart earned a berth on vault during the
Northern Region gymnastics championships
on Feb. 9 at Lake Braddock Secondary
School. Michetti said she will also compete
on bars due to a gymnast dropping out of
the lineup.

Michetti made it to states as an all-around
last season, finishing seventh en route to
first-team All-Met honors. This year, she
failed to crack the top four at regionals, fin-
ishing eighth. Her fifth-place score of 9.375
on floor, however, earned her a trip to states
(top eight in each event advance). After
battling a left knee injury throughout the
season, leaving her at 85 percent for
regionals, Michetti said she’s pleased to
have a chance to compete at states.

“It’s a little bit of a disappointment,” said
Michetti, a junior. “But under the circum-
stances, it’s pretty good and I’m pleased
with how everything turned out.”

Stewart, a senior, said she was pleased
with her effort, but felt the scores she re-
ceived didn’t reflect her performance. She
finished 10th in the all-around, highlighted
by a fourth-place score of 9.317 on vault.

“I think I came out here and did the best

Lee junior Leah Michetti qualified for states with a
fifth-place finish on floor at the Northern Region
gymnastics championships on Feb. 9 at Lake
Braddock Secondary School.

Lee senior Katie Stewart qualified for
states with a fourth-place finish on vault
during gymnastics regionals on Feb. 9 at

Lake Braddock Secondary School.
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I could do at everything,” Stewart said. “Some
of my scores I wasn’t as happy [as I could have
been]. I thought I did better. I’m happy with
my performance. I can’t really complain.”

Stewart and Michetti said they’re excited
to compete at states, which will be held
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 17-18 at Salem

High School in Virginia Beach.
Lake Braddock’s Caitlin Liberatore, the

Patriot District all-around champion, fin-
ished seventh in all-around at regionals,
including third-place performances on floor
(9.45) and bars (9.325).

Madison’s Evelyn Nee won the all-around

with a score of 38.683, followed by Wash-
ington-Lee’s Mary Lynn Clark (38.208),
Marshall’s Morgan Stahl (37.683) and
Westfield’s Katie Freix (37.525).

Washington-Lee won the team champion-
ship with a score of 145.191. McLean fin-
ished runner-up with a 144.851.

Local Wrestlers Show Strong at Regionals
By Rich Sanders

The Connection

T
he following is a look at how the
high school wrestling teams and in-
dividuals from southern Fairfax

County fared at last Friday and Saturday’s
Northern Region Championships held at
Hayfield High School. Westfield High, from
the other side of the county, reclaimed its
position as Northern Region champions as
the Bulldogs dethroned Robinson and
earned its fourth crown in five years.

“I am extremely pleased with how our
guys have stepped up under pressure and
performed,” said Westfield head coach
Chuck Hoskins, whose team, nearly two
weeks ago, opened the postseason by win-
ning the Concorde District Championships.
“I am so proud of our team. We had some
adversity to begin the season which I be-
lieve prepared us well for the end of the
year. Our [challenging] schedule helped us
a great deal.”

Westfield had captured the region cham-
pionship three straight years (2008, ’09,
’10) before fellow Concorde District rival
Robinson soared to the top of the region

last year and ultimately captured the state
title as well.

But following a year hiatus from the top,
Westfield re-emerged this season as the
dominant team of the region. At Saturdays
regionals, the Bulldogs finished atop a field
of 30 teams, scoring 193 points to runner-
up Robinson’s 174.50. Annandale (129.50),
Mount Vernon (126.50), and Lake Braddock
(105) finished third, fourth, and fifth, re-
spectively.

Marshall High, which finished second
place at the recent Liberty District Champi-
onships two weeks ago, finished sixth place
at regionals with 81 points, ahead of sev-
enth place South County (79.50), eighth
place Oakton (73.50), ninth place Langley
(69.50), and 10th place Madison (68).

At regionals, the top four individuals of
each weight class earned an automatic seed-
ing at the upcoming state AAA champion-
ships. Fifth and sixth place finishers did not
qualify for states but did earn top six med-
als.

Robinson: The Rams finished a strong
second place at regionals and two individual
Robinson wrestlers won titles in heavy-
weight Jake Pinkston and Brooks Martino

(145). Pinkston won three of his four
matches by pin, including his finals victory
over Marshall’s Matt Crawford. Martino,
meanwhile, won his first three region
matches by pin before besting Lake
Braddock’s Rory Renzi in the finals by ma-
jor decision (16-3).

Two Robinson wrestlers earned second
place finishes - Daniel Mika (182) and
Santiago Valdez (138). Mika lost a tough
3-2 finals decision to Madison’s Nick Hoy
and Valdez lost a low-scoring 3-0 title match
decision to Westfield’s Derek Arnold.

Robinson third place finishers were
Jonathan Simmons (160) and Austin Riggs
(120). Simmons won his consolation finals
match over Washington-Lee’s Jared Deiner,
and Riggs won his third place match over
Lee High’s Max Benitos.

Earning a fourth place finish for Robinson
was Greyson Olimpo (106). Cole
Depasquale (170) finished in fifth place and
Andre Kendall (220) was sixth.

Lake Braddock: The fifth place Bruins had
two second place finishers and two third
place finishers. Jake Sage (152) and Rory
Renzi (145) were second place finishers.
Both won three straight matches to make it

to the finals. There, Sage lost to Westfield’s
Beau Donahue, 3-1, and Renzi fell to
Robinson’s Martino.

Sean Haskett (132) and Ryan Haskett
(106) earned third place finishes for the
Bruins. Sean Haskett won his 132 third
place match over Chantilly’s Walter Carlson
and Ryan Haskett won his third place match
over Robinson’s Greyson Olimpo.

Also qualifying for states for Lake
Braddock was Gil Enav, who was fourth
place at 170. Earning a sixth place medal
was Ian Reilly (182).

South County: The seventh place Stallions
had two champions crowned - Brett Stein
(160) and Hunter Manley (106). Manley
defeated Westfield’s Gabe Ryan, by major
decision (9-1), in the finals, and Stein, at
the 160 finals, defeated four-time Liberty
District champion Ryan Forrest of South
Lakes, 5-3. Also for South County, Keegan
Sullivan finished third in 182 weight class.
He defeated Mount Vernon’s Xavier Craig
in the consolation finals.

Lee High: The Lancers, 16th place over-
all, had one state qualifier in Max Benitos,
who finished in fourth place at 120.
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LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $65

Houses $125
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

0

Great
Job Opportunity!

Work at Historic Mount Vernon

Part-Time Tour Guide positions

Call or email: Gail Cassidy 703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

GGaarrddeenn  CCeenntteerr  LLaabboorreerr  

aanndd  MMeerrcchhaannddiisseerr

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 
and locations go to www.bellimpact.com

House Cleaners Needed
1.  Must be eligible to work in the U.S.
2.  Excellent Pay
3.  Good driving record
4.  Paid training
5.  No weekends

Call: 703-538-3570 to schedule interview

Operations Manager 
Lucidmedia Networks, Inc is looking to 
hire Senior Operations Managers to 
manage Deployment Operations team; 
supervise designing, development, and 
deployment of business IT applications; 
manage existing and implement new op-
erations processes; and to provide 
broad-based oversight including project 
management, supervision, and technical 
direction. Masters degree in information 
systems/technology or business/engi-
neering or Bachelors degree in informa-
tion systems/technology or business/en-
gineering with 5 plus yrs of work experi-
ence in IT environment required. Quali-
fied applicants mail resume to: HR 
Manager, LucidMedia Networks, Inc., 
11490 Commerce Park Drive, Suite 220, 
Reston VA 20191.

Office Manager
Established commercial architectural firm in Reston seeking
an Office Manager to help the firm reach the next level.
Tasks involve supporting a 16 person creative staff in a
variety of business and design aspects of the practice.

Qualifications include:
• Having strong communication skills – written and verbal
• Quickbooks experience
• Possessing a high level of energy and willingness to work hard
• Ability to be nice and to play well with others
• Having expertise with MS Word, Excel and presentation related
   software programs

You’ll love working in our BRAND NEW LEED certified office!
Email resume to rw@mgrouparchitects.com

TEACHER’S ASSISTANT

Position available March 1st for 
Teacher’s Assistant in a Montessori 
school in Springfield, VA.,  Monday-
Friday, 8am-1:30pm.  Please call 
703-451-4470.

Earn 8% on your money!
Ultra Safe Real Estate Investing With

REALTYQUADS
You will receive an 8% return per annum 
paid quarterly. Plus an opportunity for 
Capital Gains with Professional
Management provided by Gatehouse Real-
ty. This is a Safe Debt Free Investment 
Opportunity Title work and documenta-
tion provided by Key Title Contact George 
Kolentsi Realtor Directly for details at Re-
altyquads@mac.com or 571-239-6962

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

Barbara Jean Parkinson, 
age 67

of Sterling, VA, died February 7, 2012 at 
her residence.  Born on September 17, 
1944 in New York she was the daughter of 
the late Charles and Elizabeth Lundy. 
Ms. Parkinson was a member of Corner-
stone Chapel in Leesburg, VA.  Barbara 
attended Michigan State University where 
she received her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music. During her high school years she 
was a member of the singing group 
known as The Jill’s. She worked for 
Connection Newspapers for many years. 
Barbara enjoyed and loved spending time 
with her grandchildren and doing crafts 
with them. 

She is survived by her son Mark(Rachel) 
Parkinson of Purcellville, VA; daughter 
Jennifer(Jay) Daughtry of Sterling, VA; 
brother Wayne Lundy of Loveland, OH; 
and five grandchildren. 

A graveside service was held on Friday, 
February 10, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. Ebenezer 
Cemetery, Round Hill, VA with Pastor 
Mike Emerson officiating. 

Memorial contributions can be sent to the 
Cornerstone Chapel at www.cornerstone-
chapel.net.

Please visit www.hallfh.com to express 
online condolences to the family.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
The following store will be holding a public auction on 2/22/12   

starting at 12 Noon

Storage Mart 1851
11325 Lee Highway
Fairfax, Va, 22030

Unit 1027    Wilton Crouch Jr.    lumber, furniture, tools
Unit 1055  Tim Fornshill   computers, boxes, furniture

Unit 4035  Nina Cooper   furniture, boxes, totes

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Interior Designer Moving 

Sale!!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

50%-70% Off!

February 24 - February 26

10am - 5pm

Bring your truck!

14740-A Flint Lee Road

Chantilly, VA. 20151

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Moving Sale. 6801 Tepper 
Drive, Clifton, VA 20124. 

Everything Must Go. Sat, 
February 18, 2012, 8 am to 
4pm, rain or shine: bedroom 
furniture (1 brass single bed, 
2 double beds, 1 brass king 
bed, all with mattresses and 
boxsprings), dressers, dining 
room table with 6 chairs, ta-
bles, lamps, outdoor furni-
ture, clothes, family room 
and living room furniture, 
kitchen items, assorted table 
and bed linens, pillows, 
quilts,  and framed pictures.

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Members of National Association of
the Remodeling Industry (NARI)

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements
• 2nd Story Pop-ups
• Renovations
• Custom Homes
• Tear Down/Rebuild
   on your Lot
• Design/Build

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Siding, Power
Washing, Framing, Drop Down Stairs, Foreclosure
Specialists, Painting, Handyman Work, Windows,

Doors, Deck, Stairs, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 15
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF
format, page by page, identical
to our weekly newsprint editions,
including print advertising. Go to
ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

BETTY BARTHLE
703-425-4466

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com • website: www.bettybarthle.com

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Visit my Website at
DianeSundt.LNF.com

Coming Soon
– Middleridge
This exquisite
LAKE VIEW
home is com-
ing very soon!
Sought-after
Braddock colo-
nial with beau-
tiful family
room addition.

5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, and updated throughout.
Best of all, this home boasts some beautiful
views of Woodglen Lake! Be the first to see it
and make it your very own! Call Catie & Steve
today! 703-278-9313

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Fairfax $983,500
GREAT

HOME/PRIME
LOCATION

Lg 5BR/3.5BA
*Within 1 mile
to Vienna
Metro*.5
acre*Great Rm*

Cozy Fam Rm*eat-in Kit*Slate /Hrdwds/Carpeting
floors*Partially fin basement with Bedroom/full
bath/walkout to patio/2 rec rms*3 car garage* By
appointment only.

Buzz-703-850-4501

Fairfax  $465,000
JUST LISTED

Lovely 4-bedroom, 3-full bath house in sought after
Robinson School District. Hardwood floors on main
level, updated bathrooms, new carpet on lower level and
much more. Call Diane at 703-615-4626 for more info.

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

The Future is NOW!
Rates are LOW!

Prices are REASONABLE
Inventory is INCREASING

Call NOW for listings via email that ONLY match the
parameters you prefer. Get ahead of the Spring mar-
ket....we will assist you in loan Pre-qualification to
final settlement with the VERY BEST in real estate
services. Call Steve Childress....703 981-3277

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

www.BillupsTeam.com
703-690-1795

ARE YOU THINKING OF:
• Buying a home this Spring
• Listing your home this Spring
• Renting your home this Spring

then call SHEILA ADAMS
Let me prepare you early for

all the Do’s & Don’t’s of
the Real Estate Market!

Call Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313

Cell: 703-362-2591
NVAR Top Producers

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Fairfax Station  $710,000
4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 4 levels.
Perfection!!! Totally renovated
from top to bottom! Beautiful
kitchen and baths! Spacious rooms
throughout. Family rm & den plus
large rec room. Master suite with
separate sitting room. Tiered deck-
ing overlooking parkland setting.

Falls Church
$359,900

3 level end townhome
with 2 car garage * 3
bedrms * 2 baths *
Fireplace in living room
* Bedrm level washer &
dryer * Community with
clubhouse, exercise
room, outdoor pool *
Located near Fairfax
Inova Hospital * Call
Judy at 703-503-1885.

Manassas  $332,000
Colonial on 2.29 acre lot * 3 finished levels * 4 bedrms & 2.5
baths * New paint & carpet thruout * Newer windows * Step-
down family rm w/fpl * Eat-in kitchen * Front porch, deck &
patio * 2 car attached & 2 car detached garages * Oversized
driveway * Call Judy @ 703-503-1885.

CROSSPOINTE  $724,900
Bright open floor plan filled with natural light! Stunning bathroom
renovations! Updated kitchen w/ Corian counters & large center
island! Finished walkout base- ment w/ huge rec room. Flagstone
patio overlooks open space! Visit 9592LarkviewCourt.com

CROSSPOINTE $749,900
Stately 6 BR, 3.5 BA home backs to wooded common
area! Library w/ built-ins. Remodeled kitchen w/ premi-
um cherry cabinets, granite & SS appliances! Finished
walkout basement! Visit 8503NewtowneCourt.com

PAM BOE, CRS
703-503-1888
boe.pam@gmail.com

PamBoe.com
NVAR Top Producer

NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Club
Life Member L&F Chairman’s Club

Springfield $530,000
Great house! Great location! Check out this lovely 3 level colo-
nial with 2 car garage situated on treed cul de sac. Brand new
carpet, granite counters, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, plus family
with fireplace opening onto patio/wooded lot! Conveniently
located to schools, shopping, transportation.

Springfield  $625,000
Coming Soon in “Daventry”

Beautiful 4 bedroom colonial with hardwood floors, updated kitchen
with maple cabinets. Large family room with wet bar and gas fireplace.
Screen porch, 2 car garage plus. Great neighborhood with pool, tennis,
trails and easy access to I95, Fairfax County Parkway and metro.

C
O
M
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O
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Burke $725,000
Lovely French Cascade model with
loads of updates! Features include
completely remodeled gourmet
kitchen, gorgeous renovated MBA,
updated hall BA and powder room.
Spacious lower level with w/o to patio,
FP and wet bar offers a full BA and
bonus room perfect for guests. This
home is picture perfect! Check out our
website for more photos and a detailed
description today.




