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SUNDAY/FEB. 26
 Is Religion an Adaptation or an

Aberration? 12:45 p.m. Fairfax
Unitarian Church, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. Outdated explanations
for religion arising from primitive
fear or malfunctioning reason are
getting replaced with sophisticated
theories about religion’s role.

TUESDAY/FEB. 28
Greater Reston Chamber of

Commerce February Network
Night. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Smiles at
Reston Town Center, 1861 Explorer
St., Reston. $15-$40. 703-707-9045.

THURSDAY/MARCH 1
Adoption Information Meeting. 7

p.m. Adoptions Together, 457 A
Carlisle Drive, Herndon. Adoptions
Together facilitates the adoption of
school-aged children from foster
care. 703-689-0404 or
www.adoptionstogether.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 4
Wealthism. 12:45 p.m. Fairfax

Unitarian Church, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. The term “wealthism”
describes the inadvertent or
purposeful influence toward
consolidation of wealth and power in
a small minority of people.

Marla Hexter with Shiloh, left, and
Kellogg, the boxer at the Kingston
Chase July 4th parade in Herndon.
Even though we’re not Dalmatians,
can’t we ride on the firetruck?

Pet Connection

Bulletin Board

To have community events listed in the Connection, send to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.
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News
Herndon Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or herndon@connectionnewspapers.com
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Council Defers Metro Decision

The Herndon Town Council voted Feb. 14 to defer a decision on the proposed Compre-
hensive Plan Amendment for the area north of the proposed Herndon-Monroe Metrorail
station. The council will resume discussion at their Feb. 28 public hearing.

Continuation of public
hearing set for Feb. 28.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Herndon Town Council voted Feb. 14
to defer a decision on adoption of the
Comprehensive Plan Amendment that
would allow for redevelopment of 38

acres between Herndon Parkway and the proposed
Herndon-Monroe Metrorail station.

“There’s a lot of information for us to take in, a lot
to consider,” said Councilmember
Grace Wolf, who made the motion to
defer. “We’ve heard a lot of public
comment and I think we all have an
initial sense of where we are, so we
don’t need a whole lot more time.”

The plan calls for increased density
in the study area, which would help
increase the town’s tax base in such a
way that it is believed will fund the
improvements.

Public comments to the town have
been mixed on the proposal, with
some saying they agreed with the plan
and some felt it was being pushed through too fast.

THE TOWN COUNCIL has been debating the plan
since their Feb. 7 work session. Councilmember Bill
Tirrell said the decision by the council would set
parameters that could be adapted as Phase One’s
functionality is examined.

“In my opinion, this council needs to set the vision
for what we expect to be there, then sit tight for a
while. Phase One still has to be built. Phase One is
going to change a great number of things around
here, and we don’t know what those will be,” he said.
“We can use all the models we want, but things like
traffic patterns, the number of people driving to get
on at Wiehle [Avenue Metrorail station, final stop
on Phase One] and telecommuting haven’t been ad-
dressed yet.”

“There’s no
rush to push
something
through that
we might regret.”

— Councilmember
Connie Hutchinson

Tirrell also stressed that the Comprehensive Plan
Amendment would merely set the vision for devel-
opment, but not lay down any hard and fast rules.

“What we’re doing is creating a vision, not the zon-
ing ordinance, those are two different animals,” he
said. “The zoning ordinance is the one that has the
teeth.  That’s what developers must conform to.”

Councilmember Sheila Olem recalled when she
moved to Herndon 20 years ago, hearing that Metro
would one day come down the Dulles Toll Road. She
said, “Whether we pass this tonight, two weeks from
now or a month from now, it doesn’t mean a devel-
oper is going to go out there and build something
overnight,” she said. “And if Phase Two doesn’t hap-

pen, then nothing is built. But the
middle of the Toll Road is where the
Metro will be, and I do believe we’ll
get it eventually.”

Councilmember Connie
Hutchinson said she would like to see
ways the consultants can bring down
the proposed density.

“I’m personally not crazy about the
amount of density we’re talking
about,” she said. “If there’s anything
our consultants can do to figure out
that break-even point, we’d like to
know the minimum amount of den-

sity that would work with certain other trade-offs,
with the town picking up more of the costs of im-
provements, or expanding the area. That’s the type
of information I’m looking for over the next few
weeks.”

Hutchinson also said that the council would not
make any decision for the sake of making one, that
they planned to do their due diligence.

“This plan is very extensive with lots and lots of
details and lots at stake, so I think it’s really impor-
tant we get this right,” she said. “There’s no rush to
push something through that we might regret.”

THE FEB. 28 PUBLIC HEARING will take place
at 7 p.m. at the Ingram Council Chambers, located
at 765 Lynn Street. The plan can be found online at
www.herndon-va.gov.

Herndon’s New
Chief of Police
Maggie A. DeBoard  appointed
as Town’s Chief of Police.

A
rthur A. Anselene, town
manager of the Town of
Herndon, has an-

nounced the appointment of
Maggie A. DeBoard to the posi-
tion of Chief of Police. DeBoard
assumes her new post on Mon-
day, March 5.

DeBoard comes to the town’s
top law enforcement position
from the Fairfax County Police
Department, where she has
served for more than 25 years
in positions of increasing re-
sponsibility, culminating in her
current role as deputy chief, In-
vestigations and Operations
Support. Prior positions held by
DeBoard include commander of
the county’s helicopter division,
commander of the special op-
erations division, captain of the
Franconia district station, and
major of the division II patrol
bureau. DeBoard began her ca-
reer with the county in 1986 as
a patrol officer.

DeBoard holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Criminal Jus-
tice from George Mason Univer-
sity. She is also a graduate of
the FBI’s National Academy, the
Virginia Tech Institute for Lead-
ership in Changing Times, the
WestPoint Leadership Course

and the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
Leadership in Police Organiza-
tion Course.

DeBoard has extensive expe-
rience in community policing,
training, leadership, officer
safety, and collaborative efforts
with other law enforcement
agencies. As president of the
Fairfax, VA-based Police Unity
Tour, a non-profit dedicated to
raising awareness of law en-
forcement officers killed in the
line of duty, she is actively in-
volved in fundraising for the
National Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial Fund in Wash-
ington, DC.

As the chief of the Herndon
Police Department, DeBoard
assumes the helm of an agency
that is nationally accredited
through the Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforce-
ment Agencies as well as state
accredited through the Virginia
Law Enforcement Professional
Standards Commission. The
department consists of 57
sworn officers and 15 support
personnel. DeBoard succeeds
Colonel Toussaint E. Summers,
Jr., who retired from the depart-
ment in November 2011.
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Maggie A. DeBoard
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To Highlight
your
Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Sundays
8:30 AM Sanctuary, Traditional Worship Service
10:00 AM Garden, Traditional Worship Service
11:00 AM Connection, Contemporary Worship Service

other weekly services
 5:30 PM Saturdays: Relax & Renew, Casual Worship Service

Herndon
United Methodist Church

www.HerndonUMC.org

701 Bennett St., Herndon, VA
703-707-6271

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.
Rev. Dr. William H. Flammann, Pastor

FUN FOR ALL AGES!

call 703.817.1051 or visit www.claycafechantilly.com
13894 Metrotech Dr. • Chantilly (Just to the left of Petsmart)

Throw a great birthday party for your little one!
We put the ART in Party!

• FUN  • AFFORDABLE • EASY  • SPACIOUS

Ballet Students Share Their Love of Dance

C
lassical Ballet Theatre students are forward-
ing dance shoes and attire this month to
Mzansi Productions in South Africa. A pro-

fessional performing arts company, Mzansi Produc-
tions provides dance instruction to less fortunate
children. Currently, their myriad outreach programs
involve more than 200 boys and girls, ages 5 to 13.

CBT’s connection with these South African chil-
dren is through one of its former students, Nathan
Chaney. Chaney, now a young man dancing with the
Zurich Ballet, performed before the supportive au-
diences in South Africa, where he not only won the
2010 Cape Town International Ballet Competition,
but also returned as a guest artist in 2011.

As a guest artist, Chaney participated in various
dance outreach programs and, through these pro-
grams, gained an appreciation for his personal for-
tunate circumstances. While he never had to think

about whether he would have money for a good
education or dance lessons, much less food for din-
ner, he met impoverished children who struggled
daily to meet their basic needs. Although they
struggled, these children found immense joy in
dancing, even in bare feet and on dirt floors. Their
situation and enthusiasm inspired Chaney to spear-
head an effort to provide outreach programs with
dance attire, so that these children may find addi-
tional joy and promise in owning a pair of ballet
slippers or a leotard.

CBT is a not-for-profit organization, with a three-
fold mission to provide education, performance, and
outreach opportunities in the performing arts to
Northern Virginia and the surrounding communities.
For more information about CBT and its upcoming
performances — Ballet and Bordeaux and Swan Lake
— visit http://www.cbtnva.org.

News

Students of Classical Ballet Theatre in Herndon share their love of dance with less
fortunate children in South Africa.

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/connectionnewspapers

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Opinion

Crossover in Richmond
By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

L
ast week was “crossover” for the Gen-
eral Assembly- the time when each
house of the legislature must com-
plete consideration of bills intro-

duced into its chamber. After Tuesday of last
week, only bills introduced by the Senate can
be considered by the House of Delegates and
vice versa. The exception is the budget bill,
which is given an additional week for consid-
eration in each house. Bills that had been
tabled during debate in the house in which they
were introduced are now effectively defeated.

Hundreds of bills have been passed in each
house, but most of the bills impact only a small
number of people, government and court pro-
cedures, and local governments. In order for a
bill to become a law it must pass both houses

of the legislature in identi-
cal form and be signed by
the Governor. Bills on the
same subject that are passed
in different form by the two
houses are reconsidered by
committees of conference,
usually made up of three
delegates and three sena-
tors. If an agreement cannot

be reached and then approved by both houses,
the bills are then considered to be defeated.

Here is where some of the high-profile is-
sues are in the House: current law limiting
handgun purchases to one per month passed
the House. I voted against this. A similar bill is
coming over from the Senate. The Governor
has said that he will sign it, justifying its legiti-
macy on the basis of the Second Amendment
to the Constitution.

Ultrasound requirements before receiving
an abortion also passed the House. Again, I
voted “no.” No health reasons were given
in its support. This will be used as a way to
slow down the abortion process and will
also make it more difficult for women to
make a decision. I also voted against the
bill that defines a fetus as a person. The
implications for the legislation are not fully
known but clearly far-reaching. Whether it
outlaws some forms of contraception or
could be used to outlaw abortion entirely
by the overturning of Roe V. Wade, many
real concerns are being raised.

The death penalty was expanded to include
others beyond the “triggerman,” in murder
cases. I also chose to oppose this, as I oppose
all death penalty bills. Several immigration bills
requiring a check of immigration status of in-
dividuals came up as well. I voted against these

Letters to the Editor

Human Services
Need Support
To the Editor:

I am pleased to see coverage
about the actions of the General
Assembly, but I think the legisla-
tive effect on human services
needs more emphasis since the
stakes are so high.  Now is not the
time to cut funds from programs
that are helping struggling neigh-
bors in need become self-suffi-
cient.  That was the message that
I—along with a group of other Vir-
ginia nonprofit leaders—delivered
to the General Assembly in Rich-
mond recently.  The reality for
many families we serve is they
have to make tough choices: do I
eat or pay rent, do I miss work for
a sick child and lose my job, or do
I buy school supplies or clothes.
Unfortunately, if the Virginia Leg-
islature cuts funds that support
our core services and diverts sales
taxes to fund transportation, the
choices will become even more
desperate for the 58,000 Fairfax
County residents living in pov-
erty—who are productive, contrib-
uting citizens that just need a little
help to stay stable.  Fifty-nine per-
cent of the cuts in the Governor’s
budget impact people who are
low-income. The long-term rami-
fications could be significant for
our region, which is already reel-
ing from the great recession.

Amanda Andere
FACETS Executive Director

Trust Deficit
In FCPS
To the Editor:

The following open letter is addressed
to the Fairfax County School Board.

Once again, I would like to thank
you all for your dedication to the
students, parents and teachers of
Fairfax County Public Schools. It is
obvious to me that often you have
an all-consuming, thankless re-
sponsibility to ensure the best edu-
cation policies are in place for our
school system — all on a so-called
“part time basis”! I am sure your
families and friends chuckle often
on the term “part-time”!

Generally, I am a supporter of a
“Governance Policy” to streamline
the workload and to reduce redun-
dancy of tasks for a part-time
School Board. Alas, we have a se-
rious trust deficit occurring in
Fairfax County Public Schools that
has been building up over the last
7-10 years, or possibly even longer.
This trust deficit is placing an un-
due burden on our School Board
members and I hope with the hir-
ing of a new Superintendent, this
burden can be lightened.

In the meantime, it is your
sworn duty as elected officials to
ensure that the policies and guide-
lines that are set down on record,
either by your votes, or state and
federal laws, are implemented in
a legal and consistent manner
county-wide. When you have an
uproar across the county from stu-
dents, parents and teachers re-
garding an egregious lack of pub-
lic engagement on an important
issue, then our elected School
Board is obligated to take action
beyond the Governance Policy.
This is what occurred recently re-
garding the 11-1 vote on Jan 26
to add five Honors courses to our
high school course of studies for
the coming school year. It was
right and just for our elected

School Board to give credence to
the strong outpouring of concern
for appropriate learning options.
Our county administration had
been appealed to for years with no
appropriate response as they dis-
regarded important input from the
community.

Since the “Retreat” is open to
public observers as should be the
case, I was very disheartened to
hear the tone and demeanor taken
by the so-called “moderators” of
this “team-building” effort. In my
opinion, many of the discussions
and name-calling examples given,
demonstrated no collaborative ef-
fort but rather took on the form of
ridiculous bullying. What a sham
of professional, educated commu-
nication! I think those who estab-
lished the agenda and the goals of
this “retreat” should be closely
examined as to their purpose and
abilities to lead a venue in such
an unprofessional manner. I also
think that any professional mod-
erators who complied with such an
unprofessional agenda should re-
turn the $5000-plus that they
charged for this lack of quality ser-
vice to our county. The School
Board’s involvement and strong
supportive vote to add the Hon-
ors courses was time and again
used as an example of a School
Board not doing a good job! Ask
the countless students who now
have a few more appropriate
learning options if that was “ a bad
decision”! Add up the emails, let-
ters, articles and public statements
as to the community opinion on
adding those courses!

I agree that — ideally — a
School Board would just have to
“oversee.” A great superintendent
earns the general trust of the pub-
lic and the more developed trust

of a School Board, which creates
a situation where the board can
be more hands-off, as the Gover-
nance Policy alludes to.

Alas, that is not the case in
FCPS. There is a “trust deficit”
with top-down decisions lacking
teacher and public input, lowest
teacher morale on record, lack of
evaluative transparency for just
about every budgetary and statis-
tical data report and a climate of
intimidation fostered at the high-
est levels.

When a superintendent lacks
transparency and cannot effectively
show, when pushed, that he is op-
erating in the best interest of the
students, the School Board is
obliged to step in and micromanage
on some specific issues.

A superintendent needs to keep
the board and the public fully ap-
praised of decision-making and its
rationale, no matter how exhaust-
ing and irritating. That’s the job.
If you’re making good decisions,
it won’t be so very onerous to open
them up to public view. Those
ideas should sell themselves to a
smart, educated county like
Fairfax. In contrast, Dale & Co are
making questionable decisions, in
secret, that benefit administrators
most of all. Unfortunately, in this
case the school board needs to step
in and protect the needs of our
children. That’s the job.

Please don’t allow the messages
hammered-in at this retreat or at
future venues to weaken your re-
solve to do your elected duty and
to ensure that your votes and ac-
tions represent credible, honest
leadership!

Kate Van Dyck,
parent and teacher

for Restore Honors Courses
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Established in 1989

Celebrating National
Dental Month

20% OFF
Dental Cleaning

 & Polishing
Exp. 3/31/12

FREE
Comprehensive
Physical Exam

Exp. 3/31/12

Dental Package includes Pre Anesthesia Blood
Work, Cleaning & Polishing.

Cannot be combined with other offers

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 & 26

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Burke
9612 Staysail Ct ...................$539,950..Sun 1-4 .. Kathleen Quintarelli ....................Weichert ..703-862-8808

Clifton
7429 Kincheloe Rd...............$764,500..Sun 1-4.........Marsha Wolber............Long & Foster ..703-618-4397

Herndon
12124 Eddyspark Dr.............$485,000..Sun 1-4...........Mike Pearson .....................RE/MAX..703-677-6900

Oakton
3144 Valentino Ct.................$479,900..Sun 1-4...................Ngoc Do............Long & Foster ..703-493-9797

Reston
1313 Garden Wall Ct #808....$306,500.Sun. 1-4........Jonathan Steele............Long & Foster ..703-790-1990

Springfield
6103 Roxbury Ave................$559,900..Sun 1-4................Julia Avent.....................RE/MAX..703-525-4992

Sterling
20603 Cutwater Pl................$525,000..Sun 1-4..John/Cathy McCambridge..Samson Props..703-906-7067
20874 Chippoaks Forest Cir..$624,900..Sun 1-4............Deneen Davis ....................Weichert ..703-582-1219
47582 Sharpskin Is Sq.........$389,950..Sun 2-4 ......... Angela Bennett ...........Samson Props..703-851-3867

Vienna
371 Church St. NE.............$1,385,000..Sun 1-4 .........Pamela Dargue...........Keller Williams..703-564-4000
2534 Babcock Rd.................$939,900..Sun 1-4..............Dan Mleziva.....................RE/MAX..703-380-9915
1709 Landon Hill Rd..........$1,089,000..Sun 1-4 ...........Carmen Perry............Long & Foster ..703-938-4200

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please call Karen Pechacek-Washburn
at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail the info to

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

20603 Cutwater Place, Sterling • $525,000
Open Sunday 1-4 p.m. • John and Cathy

McCambridge, Samson Properties, 703-906-7067 Off-Season Pricing

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates
50% Off
Crepe Myrtle, Azaleas

& Select Shade Trees

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Inventory

Washington Area’s Best Selection!

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Orchids

Spring Is In

Our Greenhouse!

Citrus, Primroses & Orchids

Japanese Maples 30% Off

Pet Connection

Lab mix Riley is happy to get a reward for successfully
completing two agility obstacles (a tunnel and beam)
during practice with companion Kira Baugh of Reston on
Feb.16.  Both are members of the Krazy for K9s 4H Club
that meets at Frying Pan Park weekly.  The club practices
basic obedience, agility, and canine freestyle (dancing to
music). For more information about the group, go to their
website: http://www.krazyfork9s.org/
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“Short Stuff” or
“Shorty,” a Dachshund/
Chiuaua mix, waits for
agility class to start
with companion
Madelyn Thomas of
Oakton. Shorty and
Thomas are members of
the Krazy for K9s 4H
club that meets weekly
at Frying Pan Park.

Alexa Traver of Herndon gets a smooch from companion
Callie just before practice starts. Callie is a well-trained
dog, having recently received her certification from
Therapy Dog International (http://www.tdi-dog.org/).

Krazy for K9s at Frying Pan

Riley, a TDI-certified Pug (http://www.tdi-dog.org/) gives a
wave during a training session with companion Ciara
Sitko of Springfield.

For a free
digital sub-
scription to
one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.con
nectionnews
papers.com/
subscribe

Complete
digital replica
of the print
edition,
including
photos and
ads,
delivered
weekly to
your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail: going
green@con
nectionnews
papers.com
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• Thursday, 2/23/12:  Brian Franke
• Friday, 2/24/12:  Andy Bopp

LIVE Music!
Every Weekend 9:30pm-1:30am

Catch all the games
here at O’Sullivan’s!

Send announcements to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

THURSDAY/FEB. 23
Before Reston: History of the

Railroad, 1853-1968. 7 p.m.
Reston Community Center Lake
Anne, 1609A Washington Plaza,
Reston. Ron Beavers and Paul
McCray will discuss the 1853
creation of the Alexandria, Loudoun
& Hampshire Railroad, the land
purchased by Benjamin Thornton,
what happened to the Thornton
property after the Civil War and the
creation of the W&OD trail. Free
admission. Donations appreciated.
703-709-7700 or
restonmuseum@gmail.com.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 2
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn the
basics of the Internet, Word and
Excel. Call for appointment. Adults.
703-242-4020.

One-on-One English Practice. 2
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Call for
appointment with an ESL volunteer.
Adults. 703-242-4020.

Toddler Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Stories, songs and fingerplays. Age 2-
3 with adult. 703-689-2700.

FRIDAY/FEB. 24
Capital Home & Garden Show. 10

a.m.-9 p.m. Dulles Expo Center, 4320
Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly.
With local businesses that specialize
in home and garden related products
and services, celebrities and experts
on hand offering advice for any home
project. $3-$10.
www.capitalhomeandgardenshow.com.

Cox Communications, in partnership
with Fairfax County, invites the
public to attend a free program
honoring African American women in
celebration of Black History Month. 7
p.m. at the Fairfax County
Government Center Auditorium.  A
free reception will be available
starting at 6 p.m.

“Earth and Sky.” 8 p.m. Waddell
Theater, 1000 Harry Byrd Highway
Sterling. Taking Flight Theatre
Company’s season opener. $15.
www.tftheatre.org.

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
Metropolitan Jazz Orchestra

presents Buddy, Woody, and
Stan. 8 p.m. George Mason

From left: Tim
Adams, and
Evie Korovesis
in the Reston
Community
Players’ pro-
duction of “I
Love You
Because”
[opening on
Friday, March
2].

Photo by David

Siegel/The

Connection

Entertainment

University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Celebrating the music of
Buddy Rich, Woody Herman and
Stan Kenton. $20-$40.
www.gmu.edu.

Blake Shelton: Well Lit &
Amplified. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. With Justin
Moore and “The Voice” finalist Dia
Frampton. Tickets $33.75-$58.75.
800-745-3000 or
www.ticketmaster.com.

Capital Home & Garden Show. 9
a.m.-9 p.m. Dulles Expo Center, 4320
Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly.
With local businesses that specialize
in home and garden related products
and services, celebrities and experts
on hand offering advice for any home
project. $3-$10.
www.capitalhomeandgardenshow.com.

“Earth and Sky.” 8 p.m. Waddell
Theater, 1000 Harry Byrd Highway
Sterling. Taking Flight Theatre
Company’s season opener. $15.
www.tftheatre.org.

Northern Virginia Camp and
Summer Fun Expo. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dulles Town Center, 21100 Dulles
Town Circle, Dulles. Presented by
Washington Parent magazine. Meet
with camp directors; enjoy cooking
demos, golf and martial arts
presentations. Free admission.
washingtonparent.com.

Mom2Mom Sale. 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Robert E. Simon Children’s Center,
1800 Cameron Glen Drive, Ste 1000,
Reston. Baby, toddler and children’s
items. $2 admission. 703-834-5880.

SUNDAY/FEB. 26
Disney’s Phineas and Ferb: The

Best Live Tour Ever! 1 p.m., 4
p.m. and 7 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. With Phineas,
Ferb, Candace, Isabella, Baljeet,
Buford and their friends. Tickets $22-
$50, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. www.patriotcenter.com or
www.feldentertainment.com/
phineasandferb.

Capital Home & Garden Show. 10
a.m.-6 p.m. Dulles Expo Center, 4320
Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly.
With local businesses that specialize
in home and garden related products
and services, celebrities and experts
on hand offering advice for any home
project. $3-$10.
www.capitalhomeandgardenshow.com.

Northern Virginia Camp and
Summer Fun Expo. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dulles Town Center, 21100 Dulles
Town Circle, Dulles. Presented by
Washington Parent magazine. Meet
with camp directors; enjoy cooking
demos, golf and martial arts
presentations. Free admission.
washingtonparent.com.

MONDAY/FEB. 27
Kids‘ Science. 3 p.m. Reston Regional

Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Explore scientific
topics through activities. Age 6-8.
703-689-2700.

Reston Kids Book Discussion. 4
p.m. Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Ask
for title. Age 8-10. 703-689-2700.
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

T
hree Northern Region teams -
Robinson, Annandale, and
Westfield High Schools - finished

among the top 10 team finishers at last
weekend’s Virginia State AAA Wrestling
Championships, held Feb. 17-18 (Friday and
Saturday) at Robinson Secondary.

Colonial Forge (Stafford) of the North-
west Region was the team champion with
152.5 points, well ahead of second place
and defending state champion Robinson
(87). Matoaca High (67.5) of Chesterfield
finished third ahead of fourth place

Annandale (65.5) and fifth place Forest Park
(63) of Woodbridge. Westfield High, this
year’s Northern Region champion, finished
in eighth place with 57 points behind sixth
place Ocean Lakes (59) of Virginia Beach
and seventh place Kellam (58.5), also of
Virginia Beach. Rounding out the top 10
behind Westfield were ninth place Hanover
(54.5) of Mechanicsville and 10th place
Salem High (50).

Thirty-nine teams were represented at
states. Other teams from the Northern Re-
gion included South County (17th place),
Madison (23rd place,), South Lakes (28th
place), Lake Braddock (29th), Wakefield
(31st), Marshall (32nd), Hayfield (33rd),

Centreville (34th), Yorktown (36th), and
Stone Bridge (38th).

FIVE NORTHERN REGION wrestlers
won individual state titles: Ali Musa (220
weight class) of Annandale; Beau Donahue
(152) of Westfield; Brooks Martino (145)
of Robinson; Santiago Valdez (138) of
Robinson; and Dane Harlow (126) of
Annandale.

Second place finishers from the Northern
Region were: Jake Pinkston (heavyweight)
of Robinson; Ryan Forrest (160) of South
Lakes; Henry Majano (132) of Wakefield;
and Robert Dooley (120) of Madison.

Third place finishers from the Northern
Region were: Matt Crawford (heavy-
weight) of Marshall; Brett Stein (160) of
South County; Jonathan Faul (152) of
Stone Bridge; Sahid Kargbo (138) of
Hayfield; and Hunter Manley (106) of
South County.

A fourth place finisher from the North-

ern Region was Charlie Whelden (heavy-
weight) of Yorktown.

Fifth place finishers were: Bryan Jefferson
(heavyweight) of Annandale; Ryan
Sepulveda (170) of Centreville; Jonathan
Simmons (160) of Robinson; Rori Renzi
(145) of Lake Braddock; Leland Jenkins
(126) of Langley; and Brett Campbell (120)
of Westfield.

Sixth place finishers were: David
Chenevey (195) of Centreville; Dusty Floyd
(170) of Mount Vernon; Stephen Aiello
(145) of Westfield; and Ibrahim Bunduka
(113) of T.C. Williams.

Seventh place finishers were: Tyler
Morson (170) of Westfield; Derek Arnold
(138) of Westfield; Sean Haskett (132) of
Lake Braddock; and Austin Riggs (120) of
Robinson.

Eighth place finishers were: Gil Enav
(170) of Lake Braddock; Brock Jacobsen
(132) of Edison; and James Cusack (113)
of Marshall.

Good Showing by Northern Region at State Wrestling
Westfield’s Donahue earns state title; Dooley
of Madison and Forrest of South Lakes earn
second place medals.

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

T
he James Madison High girls’
basketball team played one of
its best games of the season in
last Friday night’s Liberty Dis-

trict tournament finals versus South Lakes.
The defending district champion Warhawks
were clicking in all areas of the game and
kept a talented Seahawks’ squad at bay in
a 78-47 victory. The postseason title game
took place at South Lakes’ spacious Wendell
G. Byrd Gymnasium in Reston.

Madison (21-4), the tournament’s No. 1
seed, has now won the district tournament
championship several years in a row under
head coach Kirsten Stone, formerly known
as Kirsten Roberts. The Warhawks reached
Friday’s finals with tournament victories
earlier in the week over No. 8-seed Tho-
mas Jefferson High, 75-26, and No. 5
Fairfax, 57-39, in the semifinals. The finals
win was Madison’s ninth straight victory
going back to late January. The Warhawks
have gone a phenomenal 17-0 against dis-
trict opponents this season.

South Lakes (16-8 overall, 9-5 district),
the tournament’s No. 3 seed, reached
Friday’s finals with tournament wins over
No. 6 Langley, 55-42, and No. 7 Marshall,
61-43. The Seahawks, under veteran head
coach Christy Winters Scott, have enjoyed
a winning winter season in which the team,

down the season’s down-stretch and into
the tournament, had won seven of nine
games going into the title meeting with
Madison.

Madison, in the championship game win
over South Lakes, received an absolutely
outstanding game from 6-foot-2 inch fresh-
men center Kelly Koshuta, who finished
with 32 points. The Warhawks’ star pivot
scored many of her points from close-range
positioning as a result of her ability to ma-
neuver her way towards the bucket on
drives or post-up moves. Her teammates did
a fantastic job throughout the evening work-
ing the ball around and finding their front
court teammate at opportune times. South
Lakes tried to slow the ninth grader down
but could not. Koshuta, a First Team All-

Liberty District selection, evoked perhaps
the loudest cheer of the night from the
Madison fandom on hand when, midway
through the final quarter, upon receiving a
pass out on the left wing area of the court,
she, without barely any hesitation, took a
long range three-point shot which found its
destination. With most of Koshuta’s points
coming closer to the basket throughout the
game, Madison fans, team members and
coaches alike got a kick out of the long
range trey which built the Madison lead to
30 points.

Koshuta, who led Madison with six re-
bounds, was named the Tournament MVP
during post-game ceremonies. Two other
Madison players - junior guards Megan
LeDuc and Megan Henshaw - also helped

make up the six-team All-Tournament
squad.

Henshaw, a 5-9 sharp-shooter and All-
District First Team member this season, con-
nected on five three-pointers in the title
game win. In all, Madison nailed nine long
distance treys, the others coming from
Koshuta, sophomore guard Katie Kerrigan
(11 points, 1 trey), and freshman backup
guard Jana Tremba (7 points, 2 treys).
Madison junior guard Jonee Finney scored
all five of her points in the second half.

So between Madison’s balanced attack
which included points inside the paint and
torrid outside shooting, the Warhawks were
close to being unstoppable on this night.

BUT SOUTH LAKES played hard the en-
tire night, despite falling behind early in the
opening minutes and being down 24-11
after one quarter. The Seahawks came to
life in the second quarter with a 7-0 scor-
ing spell to begin the stanza. The final points
of the mini-run came on a three-pointer
from the top of the key from sophomore
guard Caitlin Jensen (8 points) to pull the
Seahawks within 24-18 just a few minutes
into the second quarter. But over the final
five-plus minutes of the first half, Madison
went on a 10-0 scoring spree to take a 34-
18 lead into the intermission. The
Warhawks’ game-defining sequence began
with consecutive three-pointers from
Henshaw, a huge answer to South Lakes’
seven points to start the second quarter.

Madison maintained control of the game
throughout the second half on way to the
championship.

Both Madison and South Lakes were
scheduled to host first round games, on
Monday, Feb. 20, of this week’s 16-team
Northern Region Tournament - South Lakes
versus Annandale, and Madison versus Lake
Braddock.

Madison Defeats South Lakes in Liberty Girls Finals

Megan LeDuc of Madison High races up the court with the ball as South
Lakes’ Caitlin Jensen defends. LeDuc, a junior guard, was named to the
All-Tournament Team following the Warhawks’ finals victory.

Tourney MVP Koshuta
of Madison scores 32
in win; Rendle, Severin
earn All-Tourney
honors for Seahawks.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

r
a
i
g
 
S
t
e
r
b
u
t
z
e
l
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

Herndon Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

As much as I don’t want to be ever-mindful of
today’s date – relative to when I first learned of
my diagnosis, that Thursday three years ago this
very week, when my Internal Medicine doctor
called me with the results of the biopsy (confir-
ming the malignancy); and of course all that had
preceded it and all that has happened since: the
miscellaneous tests, scans, doctor’s appoint-
ments, the first Team Lourie meeting with my
oncologist, my first chemotherapy infusion, my
one-year anniversary, two-year anniversary, (su-
rviving the “13-month to two-year” prognosis I
was originally given), and now, reaching my
three-year anniversary (and in so doing, outliving
my initial prognosis by a significant amount of
time), I am powerless not to do so. I won’t admit
to it depressing me; I mean, I am alive and rea-
sonably well, but it does occupy my mind. And
as much as one might want to forget and/or
compartmentalize the fact that you have a termi-
nal disease (stage IV lung cancer), your subcon-
scious has other ideas. I don’t know which is
more difficult: trying to forget or always
remembering.

And yet, as life goes on, it is impossible – for
me, to not consider that whatever I’ve done
(changes in lifestyle, diet, treatment, etc.) has
likely contributed to my survival. That said; if I
want/hope to continue to live, don’t I sort of
have to pay attention to what’s presumably
extended my life this long? I can’t take any of it
for granted. I can’t stop doing, thinking, plan-
ning, worrying – about any of it. That’s not to say
that my entire existence, conversation, thought-
process has to be about cancer – and surviving,
but how can I view any other subject in as seri-
ous a context? When your life depends on it
(maybe?), how do you “back-burner” the topic?
You don’t. Front and center. Top of mind. First
things first. Everything else is secondary.
Morning, noon and night.

However, immersing myself in this cancer
culture can’t be my only option, can it? Given
the demands – both physically and mentally on a
cancer patient, especially one who has been
characterized as terminal, how can it not? But
somehow, life has to be lived, and not just in the
cancer club. Nevertheless, living outside the con-
straints of a cancer-affected philosophy is much
easier said than done. I don’t want to use cancer
as an excuse, but you have to admit: it’s a heck
of an excuse. Nor do I want to be beholden to it
– good or bad, but sometimes, that dog has to
be fed. It’s somewhere between supply and
demand, and the law of the jungle; thinking it,
wanting it, hoping for it – doesn’t make it so.

So three years into this battle royal, life goes
on. And how fortunate I am. Still it’s difficult to
consider my status as quo. Is it because of some-
thing I’m doing (or not doing anymore) or is it in
spite of something I am doing which I’ve never
done before? Am I just lucky or am I good? I’d
love to leave well enough alone, but how can I
be sure if I am well enough to be left alone. Ergo
the problem, the dilemma: is it real or is it my
imagination? Granted, I’m alive, but why? (I
don’t want to look a gift horse in the mouth, but
it never seems to be enough.)

Thirty-six months later – almost to the exact
day when I received that life-changing call from
my doctor, the answers for my continuing sur-
vival are still unclear. I’d love some confirmation
that what I’m doing is actually working; or alter-
natively, some sign to direct me down a future
path of less resistance that will work better. But
I’m afraid I know the answer to that query: there
is none. Certainly all that I’ve done and perse-
vered doing has gotten me this far. But how
much further will it get me? I wish I knew. If I
wasn’t so preoccupied with this cancer business,
perhaps I could focus on something else.
However, anniversaries such as the one I’m
acknowledging this week, often turn that focus –
and the “focuser,” inside out.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Marking
Time

GGaarrddeenn  CCeenntteerr  LLaabboorreerr  

aanndd  MMeerrcchhaannddiisseerr

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 
and locations go to www.bellimpact.com

Nysmith School
for the Gifted Herndon, VA

Accounting/Admin Assistant
Responsible for AP/AR functions, order supplies, data entry,
front office team member and all other duties as assigned. Job is
a 10-month position with a few additional days in the summer.

Qualifications:
1. Posses accounting degree or 2+ years of relevant
    accounting work experience
2. Proficiency in Quickbooks, Microsoft Word,
     Excel and Outlook
3. Be able to work independently and as a team
4. Possess good organization and time management skills
5. Pay excellent attention to detail
6. Have excellent written and verbal communication
    skills, along with a positive and professional demeanor
7. Be able to maintain confidential information
8. Ability to multitask and meet deadlines

703-713-3332

Executive Chef Business Dining
Monday thru Friday    Benefits     No Weekends

Unheard of Opportunity
Premier foodservice management company focused on culinary excellence and customer service is actively
recruiting for an Executive Chef in Reston. This highly visible position requires a candidate who is capable of
realizing a modern, artistic culinary vision in a corporate dining venue. Daily activities include preparation of
multiple composed salads, specials for the café grill and deli and the design and execution of full-service
menus for executive dining and catering. In this unique instance the ideal candidate will have an advanced
repertoire of culinary skills and experience that include the use of raw, vegan and vegetarian recipes.
Additionally, the Executive Chef will have fluency in preparing international cuisines to include those of Asia,
the Middle East, Latin America and current trends in health-conscious dining. The Executive Chef will be
accountable for all culinary activities related to café service, catering and executive dining including purchas-
ing, inventory control and most important, menu development and execution. The right person will be self-
directed and enthusiastic with strong leadership and communication skills. This position will have daily inter-
action, work in collaboration with and report to the on-site General Manager.

Salary range 48K – 60K
Medical and Dental Insurance 401K Vacation and Sick Days  Life Insurance

Flexible Spending  •  Equal Opportunity Employer
Respond with Cover Letter and Resume to: cgearin@brockco.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Interior Designer Moving 

Sale!!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

50%-70% Off!

February 24 - February 26

10am - 5pm

Bring your truck!

14740-A Flint Lee Road

Chantilly, VA. 20151

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson
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www.neddevines.com 703-793-7376

LEGAL BETTING ON THE HORSES!

(RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED)

Buy Any Entree,

GET 1 ENTREE FREE!

Offer Expires 3/31/12

Tuesday Evenings Only, With this Coupon.
2nd Entree must be of equal or lessesr value,
and each patron MUST purchase 1 beverage.

News

C
ustomers from all over
the Washington Met-
ropolitan area are
streaming to the Tor-

tilla Factory in Herndon after
learning the restaurant will soon
be closing its doors after more
than 35 years in business. Late last
week word began to spread via the
Internet that owner Chuck Curcio
would be shutting down the res-
taurant on March 1. Since the pub-
lic found out, there has been a
waiting list each night to relive the
memories and enjoy the Sonora
Mexican style cuisine.

“Lots of people have been com-
ing in and sharing stories about
their experiences here. We’ve all
had so many memories here,” said
Curcio. “There really have been so
many. We’ve had people engaged
here, people married here and I
can’t tell you how many birthday
and celebrations there have been
here. We have a long history in

Herndon,” said Curcio.
While the restaurant is closing,

the owner hopes to keep some of
the taste of Tortilla Factory going.
“My son wants to make the salsa
on weekends and sell it at local
farmers markets. And we are hop-
ing to work with a local food bro-
ker and get [the salsa] into local
stores,” Curcio said.

THE RECIPE for their well-
known salsa will be given out
when the restaurant closes. Any-
one wishing to get the recipe sim-
ply needs to stop by the restaurant
and put their name and email ad-
dress on the salsa list. There are
currently hundreds of names on
the list, a testament to how much
residents appreciate the salsa. In
addition to the salsa list, there is
an online auction list. Much of the
remaining décor will be sold via
eBay and Craigslist. People can
sign up to be notified when the
sale happens.

“This is Herndon institution,”
said diner Maria LaWalt. “Their
salsa can’t be beat. We are just re-
ally sad they are closing. We
wanted to show our support for a
long standing Herndon business so

we went there tonight for dinner.
The Tortilla Factory is going to be
missed in this town. I can tell you
that,” LaWalt said.

Several factors came together to
force the closing of the Tortilla
Factory. The economic downturn
created a drop off in sales. Then,
according to the town of Herndon,
the owner stopped complying with
the meals tax in 2009. Town of
Herndon has a meals tax rate of
2.5 percent. Curcio owes more
than $9,000 including interest and
penalties but has been working
with the town recently to pay the
money. Additionally, the shopping
center is old and according to
Curcio, beginning to deteriorate.
“It was going to be expensive and
we decided it wasn’t worth the
investment. We are also here all
the time. I work 70 hour weeks
and haven’t had a vacation in lit-
erally three years,” Curcio said.

Herndon vice Mayor Lisa Merkel
said, “We always hate to lose a
business in the downtown area,
especially one with a history like
the Tortilla Factory. Mr. Curcio has
been a long-time volunteer at the
Herndon Festival and other town
events and we really appreciate his

Herndon’s Tortilla Factory to Close
The landmark
restaurant closing
March 1.

dedication to Herndon over the
years.”

“We are as sad as they are,” said
Curcio. “We want to end on a note
that we have enjoyed the last 37
years. We have loved getting to
know the local families and com-
munity groups and getting to be a
part of Herndon,” he said. Curcio
estimates that each year he has
donated close to $30,000 to orga-
nizations in Herndon.

IN THE SCANT TWO WEEKS
before they close, Curcio is doing

triple duty. He’s still running the
Tortilla Factory seven days a week,
is actively seeking to find employ-
ment for all of his employees at
other restaurants and juggling a
phone that is ringing non-stop with
customers wanting to know if the
news is true. “We don’t have an
official date but we are shooting
for March 1st. When we run out of
food and employees we will close,”
said Curcio as he walked to the
front of the restaurant to answer
the ringing phone and deliver the
news to another customer.

Owner Chuck Curcio is preparing to close Tortilla Factory.
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