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T
he Miracle League of
Alexandria began its
2012 season April 22

with a ceremony at the Lee Cen-
ter field that included the pre-
sentation of several checks that
will help fund a new Miracle
Field.

“This is not just a field, it will
be a destination,” said Miracle
League president Bill Rivers.
“The neighbors have been very
supportive and depending on
the cost, we may even be able
to add lights.”

Owen Malone of the Alexan-
dria Rugby Club and
O’Connell’s Restaurant pre-
sented a $1,000 check to the
Miracle League while President
of Alexandria Little League Bill

Miracle Leagues
begins second
season, prepares
for new field.

Batter
Up!

Allison Nelson hits a home run.

Nathaniel Ribyat with the T.C. Williams baseball team, pushes Tucker Riley around
the bases as Owen Malone of the Alexandria Rugby Club looks on.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
ensions between Alex-
andria and Arlington
are growing along
Route 1, where city

and county leaders are moving in
different directions about how the
jurisdictions want to create a high-
capacity transit corridor.

At issue is $40 million to $120
million worth of federal funds that
could help pay for upgrading
Alexandria’s bus-rapid transit sys-
tem to streetcars. The money,
which could be delivered though
the federal New Starts program,
is tied to completion of the envi-

ronmental analysis. Back in 2010,
Alexandria and Arlington struck a
deal to share the cost of the study.
Arlington would kick in $2.4 mil-
lion and Alexandria would pay $1
million.

Now Arlington is backing out of
that agreement. City Council
members must determine if they
want to pay for part of the study
that Arlington agreed to fund be-
fore changing course.

“There’s been no dialogue be-
tween myself as the mayor and the
chair of the Arlington Board of Su-
pervisors on this topic at all,” said
Mayor Bill Euille Tuesday night.
“That’s not how you do business.”

Funding Clash
At Potomac Yard
Arlington backs out of joint study,
leaving Alexandria short.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
n the first three months of the
year, first-time candidate Sean
Holihan raised more money

than any of his competitors in the
campaign for cash this political
season. According to recently re-
leased campaign-finance records,
Holihan is followed by two former
incumbents hoping to regain seats
the party lost in 2009, former

Spreading the Wealth
Campaign-finance records show
variety of support for candidates
in Democratic primary.

Money Raised
❖ $37,906: Sean Holihan
❖ $23,418: Tim Lovain
❖ $21,202: Justin Wilson
❖ $15,811 Allison Silberberg
❖ $9,588: John Chapman
❖ $8,959: Melissa Feld
❖ $7,804: Donna Fossum
❖ $7,796: Del Pepper
❖ $7,500: Arthur Peabody
❖ $2,686: Michael Hepburn
❖ $2,029: Boyd Walker
❖ $1,175: Paul Smedberg
❖ $662: Sammie Moshenberg
❖ $550: Vicky Menjivar

SOURCE: Virginia Public Access Project
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See Money Trail,  Page 23

councilmen Tim Lovain and Justin Wilson. The pri-
mary election is June 12.

“Often people who run for office are afraid to take
strong positions. That’s never been my style,” said
Holihan. “And I think that’s helped in terms of
fundraising.”

Overall, candidates have raised about $150,000
so far this election cycle. The biggest single contri-
bution so far in the election cycle is $3,500 from
Del. David Englin (D-45) to Holihan, helping to vault
the first-time candidate to the top slot. Communica-
tions firm Donmoyer Miller also made one of the
season’s largest single contributions so far, $3,000
to former incumbent Councilman Justin Wilson,
hoping to make a comeback this year.

“As a general rule, it’s better to raise more money
than not,” said Kyle Kondik, political analyst with
the University of Virginia’s Center for Politics. “Then
again, candidates who spend more money than their
competitors lose all the time.”

In his independent campaign against Democratic
incumbent Mayor Bill Euille, former Vice Mayor An-
drew Macdonald has had a hard time keeping pace.
In the first three months of this year, Macdonald

posted only $190 — $100 from supporters and a $90
loan from the candidate. That stands in stark con-
trast to the mayor’s fundraising total for this year,
which is $6,945. The mayor’s top contributors include
$1,000 from developer Myron Erkiletian, $500 from
Lindsay Cadillac and $500 from the accounting firm
of Renner and Company.

“This is basically why I’m running,” said Macdonald.
“The mayor’s got all these connections who stand to
gain from development in this city, and I don’t think
it’s good for Alexandria.”

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS are an important part
of campaign finance, although critics say candidates
often post large-dollar amounts to provide a boost to
the bottom line. Some of the largest in-kind dona-
tions posted this cycle include political consulting and
campaign services. First-time candidate Allison
Silberberg received $5,000 in videography from
Double R Productions. And first-time candidate Me-
lissa Feld posted a $2,900 in-kind contribution from
Power Base Associates for campaign consulting.

“All candidates want to make it look like they’ve
raised as much money as possible,” said Kondik. “But

Along Democratic Primary Money Trail

Gag Order
Mayor Bill Euille is asking his colleagues on the City Council

to refrain from answering questions about where they think the
Potomac Yard Metro should be located. The gag order comes as
city officials consider three different options for the $240 million
station.

The first two options would sit astride the tracks, one at the
northern edge of Potomac Greens townhouses and the other at
the southern edge of Potomac Yard shopping plaza. The third
option is an elevated Metrorail line similar to the one planned for
Tysons Corner that would be constructed at the southern edge of
the existing shopping plaza, which is expected to be demolished
during redevelopment.

Which option does your elected official support?
“The press may want to press members of council,” explained

the mayor, adding he’s already received inquiries. “That’s not a
position for us to be taking at this moment.”

First Night Fireworks
A few years ago, the Virginia General Assembly passed a law

aimed at increasing safety during fireworks displays by creating
setback requirements. Since then, Alexandria’s annual First Night
celebration has been without fireworks. Organizers have tried to
find other ways to ring in the New Year, the most recent of which
sent thousands of Ping-Pong balls scattered across the lawn at
the George Mason Masonic Temple. Fans of First Night appreci-
ate the effort, but nothing compares to a display of fireworks.

Next year, says Vice Mayor Kerry Donley, things will be dif-
ferent. Fireworks will be returning to First Night, he promised.

“The setbacks make fireworks at the Masonic Temple just im-
possible,” said Donley. “So we are looking for some other way of
doing fireworks.”

Single or Multi?
Should Alexandria be a city of single-occupancy vehicles driv-

ing to single-family homes? For decades, city officials have been
trying to move away from that model, approving high-density
development and encouraging public transportation. Recent Cen-
sus records seem to indicate the efforts have changed the demo-
graphic profile of the city, showing a shift of more people using
public transportation and fewer residents using a single-occupancy
vehicle to get to work.

“This is not just a bunch of statistics,” said Planning Director
Faroll Hamer. “You have people moving here specifically be-
cause they don’t want to commute by car.”

Hamer says the new Census information can be used in a wide
variety of ways — determining when new schools should be con-
structed, calculating response times for public-safety officers and
projecting market demand for various kinds of housing. Since
Alexandria has been moving in the direction of multi-family resi-
dence in multi-use buildings, planning officials say, the effort has
attracted people looking to escape the suburban lifestyle. Projec-
tions call for the city population to increase about 1 percent a
year over the next decade.

“It’s a healthy rate of growth, and it keeps the city renewing
itself from within,” said urban planner Pat Mann. “But it’s not
something that rapidly overpowers municipal services.”

Film Festival
The mayor’s State of the City address was once a grand affair,

with hundreds in attendance and major announcements. Now
it’s become a YouTube video linked to the city’s website. This year’s
installment was premiered at the end of Tuesday night’s City Coun-
cil meeting, although the event lacked a red carpet or paparazzi.
Councilman Paul Smedberg joked that people may be tempted
to leave.

“Lock the doors,” he declared with a smile.

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

T
he City of Alexandria
hosted the 16th annual
“A Walk in the Park …
Strides Toward Suc-

cess” Walkathon on Saturday, April
21, at the Fort Ward Park. Proceeds
from the Walkathon benefit the
Department of Community and
Human Services’ Project Discov-
ery-Alexandria — a program that
helps low-income and/or first-gen-
eration students at T. C. Williams
High and the Minnie Howard
Campus to succeed in getting into
and completing college. There are
almost 100 students enrolled in
the program this year. Since it’s in-
ception in 1985 over 2,000 stu-
dents have benefited from Project
Discovery.

Walkathon Supports Project Discovery

Students, staff and supporters start the 16th Annual Walk
in the Park for Project Discovery on Saturday morning.

Students and mentors gather at the pavilion in Fort Ward Park after the morning walk
in the park.

Honorary Chairs for the walk
were Aaron Gilchrist, anchor and
reporter for News4 and a host on

NBC Washington Nonstop, and
Tracee Wilkins, a general assign-
ment reporter for NBC News4.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of Properties.

Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
Interested in a career in Real Estate? Classes only $99.00 now!

Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
Interested in a career in Real Estate? Classes only $99.00 now!

Alexandria $759,900
Spacious Center Hall 2-car garage Colonial. Walk-out
basement. Main lvl firpl. Hdwd on main and stairs, new
deck off kitchen area. Large yard that backs to woods.
Easy commute to D.C., Ft. Belvoir. Near Bike path and 15
mins. to Reagan Nat’l Airport.

2005 Mason Hill Drive
Mary Smith 703-626-9207

The Eclipse/Arlington $575,000
Sophisticated 2 BR, 2 BA condo with NEW WOOD FLOORS
throughout! Desirable floor plan with split bedrooms for
max privacy, balcony, floor-to-ceiling windows, gorgeous
kitchen & baths! On-site amenities include a 24-hr Harris
Teeter. Blocks to Crystal City, METRO & Potomac Yards.

3650 S. Glebe Road, Unit #542
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $365,000
4 BR, 2 BA. Darling and private. This house is much bigger
than it looks. Delightful detached house with tons of
personality. Gleaming Hardwoods on the main level. New
stainless appliances. New subway tile in the kitchen. Freshly
painted inside and out. Private deck with treed view.

6401 Gentele Court
Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alex./Rosemont $795,000
4 BR/2.5 BA. Gorgeous detached Colonial in Rosemont features hdwd
floors, fabulous updated kitchen, bright spacious sunroom. Lower level
boasts potential guest suite with private BR, full BA and separate
entrance. Back yard features pergola, covered built-in grill and bar.
Private driveway. Steps to shops, restaurants and both King Street and
Braddock Rd. Metros. 16 West Myrtle Street

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria $460,000
Close-in Seminary Valley detached home with 4 BR & 3 full BA.
Beautiful hdwd floors on both main & upper levels. Kitchen
features a separate cooktop & wall oven. LR with wood-burning
fireplace. Large fully fenced rear yard, off-street parking and
just minutes to Pentagon, Mark Center & downtown D.C.

504 N. Pickett Street
Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria $299,500
Very desirable Lincoln model with private patio overlooking deeply
wooded hillside. Updates in ’11 include new stove, refrigerator, stack
washer/dryer, dishwasher, parquet wood floors, toilet & pedestal
sink, blinds, ceiling fan, storm door. Thermal pane windows are less
than 10 years old. Great community w/numerous amenities within
minutes of D.C. 3342 Gunston Road

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria $650,000
Kitchen of your dreams! Sweetbriar model opened up to have a
great room on main level. Must see Kitchen renovation! 4-level
split in beautiful Riverside Gardens with added bonus room/rec.
room. Beautiful hardwoods, granite, designer lighting and
stainless appliances. Fenced landscaped yard with patio.

1900 Old Stage Road
Dawn Gurganus 571-237-6151

Alexandria
$469,000

Beautiful A-Model
Condo with 2 BR, 2
full BA, 2 levels,
Beautiful Wood
Floors and Stair-
cases, completely
updated Kitchen with
Stainless Steel
Appliances, Sturdy
Plantation Shutters in
Living Room, and
Garage. Enjoy the
Pool, Tennis Courts,
Tot Lot, and Block
Parties. Walk to
Rustico, Buzz, &
more!
707 Massey Ln. #121

Gary Chute
703-371-9926

Alex./Del Ray
$449,900

2 BR/1BA. Fabulous
brick town house in
Alexandria’s vibrant
Del Ray neighborhood
features an open floor
plan living and dining
room, hardwood
floors, spacious family
room addition, a
finished basement all
just a short stroll to
Braddock Road Metro.
This charming home is
waiting for you to
make it yours!

518
Nelson Avenue E

Bobi Bomar
& Gretchen
Wilkinson

703-927-2213

Landmark
Mews/Alex.

$535,500
3 BR, 3 full and 2
half bath. HUGE for a
town house. About
3,500 sq. ft. 3
ENORMOUS MASTER
SUITES EACH WITH
WALK-IN CLOSETS.
Upgraded baths
and kitchen.
Gleaming
hardwoods. Close
to I-395, D.C.,
Landmark Mall.
Luxury Living.

6316
Manchester Way

Julie Hall
703-786-3634
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Euille said Arlington County
Board members should have had
the courtesy to sit down with Al-
exandria City Council members
and explain why they had changed
course. Instead, Euille said, elected
officials learned about the decision
secondhand. He called for a joint
meeting between County Board
members and City Council mem-
bers to talk about how the neigh-
boring jurisdictions should pro-
ceed with the Crystal City Potomac
Yard transit corridor.

“I think that it is a show of bad
faith on the part of the Arlington
County Board,” said Council-
woman Alicia Hughes. “That is not
the way you operate in a regional
cooperative.”

THE JOINT STUDY is an idea
that dates back to 2010, when the
Arlington County Board offered to
include Alexandria as a full par-
ticipant an environmental analy-
sis setting the stage for streetcars.
Documents from the time show
that Arlington leaders sold the
opportunity to Alexandria as a way
to lay the groundwork for federal
funding that could be used to pur-

railcars.
The problem is down the line.
Five years from now, however,

Arlington plans to upgrade to
streetcars. County leaders have de-
termined that waiting for federal
funding would pose too much of
a delay and they already have the
money to pay for it. Leaders in
Alexandria, on the other hand, will
have money tied up in building a
new Metro station and won’t have
money to upgrade the BRT system
to streetcars — making the envi-
ronmental analysis much more
important for Alexandria than Ar-
lington.

“If we actually walk away from
the alternatives analysis, we for-
ever close the door on those fed-
eral funds,” said Rich Baier, direc-
tor of the Department of Transpor-
tation and Environmental Ser-
vices. “So that alternatives analy-
sis is a necessary precursor step in
order to be able to apply for fu-
ture federal funds.”

A STREETCAR LINE in North-
ern Virginia has been a dream
years in the making, one that is
finally on the verge of happening
now that the region’s first transit
corridor is about to launch. And

Funding Clash at Potomac Yard
chase streetcars. City leaders saw
the $1 million appropriation as a
way to save money by combining
efforts.

“Given Arlington’s head start in
these matters, Alexandria can only
benefit by joining in to an ongo-
ing process rather than waiting a
few years and starting its own
studies later,” wrote former City
Councilman Tim Lovain, chairman
of the Northern Virginia Streetcar
Coalition, at the time. “It would
be disastrous to public opinion of
our fair city to have people get off
an Arlington streetcar, cross Four
Mile Run, then take a bus in Alex-
andria.”

Now that disaster could be on
the horizon. When the first five-
mile stretch of the transit corridor
opens in late 2013, riders will be
able to shuttle between Pentagon
City though Crystal City into
Potomac Yard and ultimately end
up at the Braddock Road Metro
station. The route will include sev-
eral stretches of dedicated lanes,
where transit vehicles will not
have to share the road with regu-
lar traffic — a first for Northern
Virginia. The launch will be a sys-
tem known as bus-rapid transit,
essentially using buses instead of

yet some elected officials are urg-
ing caution, suggesting that local
governments should not take on
too much of a debt burden now.
Councilman Frank Fannon, for
example, is among those who say
the new Metro station at Potomac
Yard should be completed and
paid for before the city considers
upgrading from BRT to streetcars.

“If we are going to continue on

this alternative I think Arlington
definitely needs to be on board be-
cause they’ve got us to this point,”
said Councilman Frank Fannon.
“They can’t just walk away.”

Arlington County Board Chair-
woman Mary Hynes did not return
phone calls, and Arlington County
communications director Diana
Sun declined to answer questions
for this story.
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To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your
favorite snapshots of you with your Mom and The
Alexandria Gazette Packet will publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some infor-
mation about what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and town of resi-
dence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:
The Alexandria Gazette Packet,

“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a
stamped, self-addressed envelope, but please don’t
send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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(With this coupon, not
valid with other offers or
prior purchase, expires

5/4/12. *additional
delivery charge*)Shredded Mulch

$2.99 3 cu. ft.
bags

Japanese Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Impatiens

97¢

Reg. $1.89

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Ivy & Pachysandra
approx. 100 $27.50

Vinca
approx. 50 $27.50

Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,
Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Visit
Our New

Hosta
House

over 300 varieties!

News

From Page 1

Gehrig and executive director of
the Alexandria Soccer Association
Tommy Park each presented
checks of $5,000 to the league.

“I have a brother with autism
and have seen him benefit greatly
from programs like the Miracle
League,” Park said. “We have our
own soccer program for special
needs participants and are excited
to see this field come to be.”

The Kelley Cares Foundation
presented a check for $10,000 on
behalf of the upcoming Kelley
Cares Race next month.

“We hope to commit another
$30,000 to the project,” said Lind-
say foundation spokesperson Lind-
say Swanson. “The more runners
that participate in our race, the
more we will be able to support
the Miracle League and the con-
struction of the field.”

Construction on the synthetic
turf field, developed specifically
for use by special needs athletes,
will begin in July and is expected
to be completed in October.

Members of the T.C. Williams
baseball team joined Mayor Bill
Euille on the field for the first pitch
followed by cheerleaders from the
Mount Vernon Recreation Center

to lead off the game. Members of
the Psi Nu Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi fraternity again donated the
food for league players and visi-
tors.

“We wanted to give the players
a feeling of being at the ball park,”
said fraternity member Laverne
Short. “This is our second year and
we love doing this for the kids.”

The Kelley Cares Foundation
Road Race will be held May 19 at
8 a.m. at George Washington
Middle School. All proceeds from
the road race will go to the con-
struction of the Miracle Field at the
Lee Center. For race information
visit www.kelleycares.org.

For more information on the
Miracle League, visit
www.miracleleagueofalexandria.com.

Abram Davidson is greeted
by Jackie Pearson, Director
of Therapeutic Recreation.
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Batter Up!
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Wine, Dine, Dance & Romance® at Club Nautique
aboard Nina’s Dandy and enjoy The American Songbook

faithfully rendered by Captain Ry’s Quartet.

Boarding 6:30 P.M. Fridays at Zero Prince Street
in Old Town. Go to dandydinnerboat.com

and click on Club Nautique for details!

Do you remember the pleasure
of spending an evening out at

an elegant club, in the company
of a convivial host, listening

and dancing to jazz and
cocktail standards?

Do you miss the melodies?Do you miss the melodies?Do you miss the melodies?Do you miss the melodies?

✻          ✻          ✻✻          ✻          ✻

SCRIPTORIUM SALE THRU MAY 5th
To celebrate 36 years

all merchandise in stock is 36% off
and select merchandise is 50% off

Scriptorium     703.549.2880
309-C Cameron Street  ✻ Alexandria

10:30 - 5:30 Tues - Sat

The sales on personalized stationery from
Crane’s, and stationery and wedding

invitations from Vera Wang and William
Arthur have been extended to June 2nd

✻          ✻          ✻✻          ✻          ✻

SCRIPTORIUM SALE THRU MAY 5th
To celebrate 36 years

all merchandise in stock is 36% off
and select merchandise is 50% off

Scriptorium     703.549.2880
309-C Cameron Street  ✻ Alexandria

10:30 - 5:30 Tues - Sat

The sales on personalized stationery from
Crane’s, and stationery and wedding

invitations from Vera Wang and William
Arthur have been extended to June 2nd

Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
         Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
             Fresh Jumbo Softshell Crabs

    Cold Salmon Platter
    & Cold Soup Trio

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

Old Town

People

By Montie Martin

Gazette Packet

W
hich U.S. president took early morn-
ing swims in the Potomac River?
What were “poulaines” used to indi-
cate in medieval Europe? What are

the 10 least grossing Eddie Murphy movies?
It takes brains, mettle and a sense for the absurd

to win World Tavern Trivia, held Wednesday nights
at the Flying Fish in Old Town. It also takes a team,
with a fun name, and for some a willingness to rep-
resent Alexandria at the national trivia champion-
ships.

Alexandria teams “Richard’s Lunch” and “In Sec-
ond Place” will compete in Atlantic City, April 29 and
30, for a chance to win a $10,000 cash prize. Com-
petition promises to be fierce, however, with 78 teams
from as far away as Arizona slated
to battle over the two-day event.

 “We plan to represent Alexandria
and show our hospitality and
sportsmanship,” said Derek
McGuire, a data specialist with the
Alexandria-based Helicopter Asso-
ciation International who plays
with his coworkers on team
Richard’s Lunch. “Winning the first
time we played was icing on the
cake, and we wanted more cake.”

THE POPULARITY of World Tavern Trivia has
mushroomed since 2009 when a total of five teams
attended the Atlantic City event. Organizers and par-
ticipants credit the format for the success, which in-
cludes a round of multiple-choice questions, a “list
challenge,” as well as fill in the blank answers. Trivia
queries are generated from a database of 20,000
questions in 13 categories, and range from the im-
possibly difficult to the outrageously obvious.

“We like to say it’s a trivia game designed for ev-
eryone; there’s a huge percentage of the population
being missed by only targeting trivia buffs,” said Mike
Matsinger, founder of World Tavern Trivia. “It’s so
much more than a trivia game. There’s more of a
community. You get to know other teams, build rela-
tionships, become tighter with friends and cowork-

ers.”
“Teams get up and talk with each other; we want

to win but it’s about having fun,” said McGuire. “We
rival the brain capacities of fellow Alexandrians, it’s
a fun communal event.”

According to McGuire and his team, tricks for win-
ning include an understanding of diverse topics, be-
ing well read, and to go with gut instincts; any an-
swer is better than no answer. Most important of all
is a team name that fits the group mentality.

Team “In Second Place” credits the welcoming at-
mosphere of the Flying Fish for the success of pull-
ing a winning team together. “We just grabbed people
sitting next to us to make our team,” said Matthew
Baise, managing editor at Voice of America and mem-
ber of team In Second Place. “We chose our team
name to mess with Don.”

Don “Speck Slim” Fisher, an Alexandria native and
trivia MC, keeps the tavern trivia
entertaining with witty commen-
tary and maintains a friendly, light
atmosphere.

“It says a lot we have unique team
names. Team In Second Place tick-
les me all the time because they’re
often in first place,” said Fisher.
“Some MCs play by the letter,
there’s an overwhelming sense of
seriousness which takes the fun out
of it. I try and keep it alive, we want

to have as much fun as possible.”
Victorious teams at the Flying Fish win a $50 bar

credit, as well as boasting rights. The cash element
of a victory at nationals, however, with $10,000 on
the line, makes for a wholly different dimension to
trivia play. Virginia has carried the national title for
the previous two years thanks to Richmond-based
“Red Fox Danger,” composed of a rocket scientist, a
lawyer and a stay-at-home dad.

“The national champions happen to be good
friends; they have all the categories covered, but I
have a feeling they will be defeated this year,” said
Matsinger. “I can’t get into details, but teams should
study up on the ‘70s. In Atlantic City there’s so much
more than trying to win the cash, at the end there’ll
be a whole disco-themed party. Plan coming to have
a great time.”

Team “Richard’s Lunch” is one of two teams that will represent Alexandria at the
fourth national championships of World Tavern Trivia. Derek McGuire, Nick Prelosky,
Jane Zaretskie, Jose “JR” Lazo, Nicole Jackson, Sterling Wiggins and Gina Kvitkovich
are colleagues with the Alexandria-based Helicopter Association International.
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The Brainy Bunch
Alexandria teams head to national trivia championships.

 Spring Season
 World Tavern Trivia takes place

7 p.m. Wednesday nights at the
Flying Fish in Old Town. Teams
range between one and eight
people, and the spring season is
currently in full swing. For more
information and to follow the leader
board visit: worldtaverntrivia.com.
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New Name, Two Bills
Say goodbye to the Alexandria Sanitation Authority. Say hello

to Alexandria Renew Enterprises, and get ready to pay two bills
instead of one.

The authority, which cleans wastewater for 350,000 city resi-
dents, began operation in 1956, with an initial goal to “afford a
nuisance-free effluent discharge” into Hunting Creek and the
Potomac River. Since that time, the authority’s mission has broad-
ened to reflect greater public concerns about the environment
and energy use. Authority leaders launched the new name and
logo on Earth Day as to signify an expanded mandate to renew
natural resources and make them available to the greater mar-
ket.

“Alexandria Renew Enterprises will take us down a new and
exciting path to greater sustainability — real-world, environmen-
tally friendly products available to businesses and the public that
will help reduce the demand for the costly energy, fresh water,
and the chemicals we use in our crop fields and gardens,” said
Alexandria Renew executive officer Karen Pallansch.

Currently, city residents receive one bill from Virginia Ameri-
can Water that covers the supply of new water and the treatment
of wastewater. Beginning in October, residents will start receiv-
ing two bills, one from Virginia American Water that covers the
cost of clean water and another from Alexandria Renew Enter-
prises that covers the cost of treating wastewater.

“Each year, Alexandria Renew Enterprises restarts its commit-
ment to protect the environment and our fragile ecosystems with
the same passion it gave to honor the community and people
served every day since the first Earth Day more than 20 years
ago,” said board chairman Thomas Van Wagner. “That is what
ASA is about today and what Alexandria Renew Enterprises will
deliver in the future.”

Ideal Reduction
For the last two years, the Alexandria Economic Development

Partnership has been celebrating the “Alexandria Ideal,” a mar-
keting campaign aimed at prospective business audiences. Now
City Manager Rashad Young is proposing reducing the budget
for the campaign by $83,000, decreasing the amount of industry-
specific advertising conducted by the partnership.

Young says the organization can increase personal outreach with
brokers, developers, owners and potential tenants to offset the
reduction. But leaders in the partnership are fighting for their
slice of the pie. In a memorandum to city officials, partnership
president Val Hawkins says the proposed $83,000 cut to mar-
keting and advertising efforts would “compromise momentum
gained over previous years in promoting regulatory and struc-
tural changes at City Hall that have made Alexandria ideal for
business.”

“Alexandria’s regional competition continues to advertise and
promote their respective jurisdictions, so lack of funding may
negatively impact our competitive position,” Hawkins wrote. “Res-
toration of the $83,368, which represents 40 percent of the en-
tire AEDP marketing budget, would restore current levels of in-
vestment and allow for ongoing marketing and advertising.”

Recovery Will Be Televised
Fresh on the heels of new economic reports showing Virginia’s

unemployment rate has plunged 23 percent since January 2010,
Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell’s Opportunity Virginia politi-
cal action committee is launching a new television advertisement.
The commercial, which is set to air in the coming weeks, features
several businesses that have created jobs during Virginia’s eco-
nomic recovery.

“Virginia is growing strong again,” said McDonnell in a written
statement announcing the advertising campaign. “This ad high-
lights some of the men and women driving this recovery, while
noting all that has been accomplished over the past two years.”

Only one Northern Virginia business is featured in the com-
mercial, Vienna-based MicroTech. Company vice president
Marisa Andrews is one of eight people featured in the com-
mercial.

— Michael Lee Pope

F
irst Night Alexandria’s board of directors
voted unanimously April 19 to make mon
etary contributions to the music programs
at T.C. Williams High School and George

Washington and Francis Hammond Middle Schools.
“These contributions just make sense,” said board

chairman Kerry Donley. “We chose these particular
groups since First Night is all about the performing
arts.”

During the April board meeting, checks totaling
$1,500 were presented to Brian Thomas, chair of the
music department and band director at T.C. Williams
High School. The funds are divided equally among
the band, orchestra and choir.

Also receiving checks for $750 for their music pro-
grams were Anne Provencher of George Washington
Middle School and Patricia Williamson of Francis

Hammond Middle School.
Last December, two students from T.C. Williams

played significant roles with First Night. Lauren
McCracken, a senior, wrote the clues for the after-
noon Fun Hunt. Keira Moran, a junior, was a per-
former at Nickells & Scheffler.

“We hope that these contributions today will en-
courage more of Alexandria’s students to join in the
effort to provide this fun, affordable event each year”
said Donley.

In addition to the school contributions, First Night
Alexandria has shared the success of the past two
years with all of the performers.

“After several years of cold rainy weather and small
crowds, all of the performers took a 10 percent cut
in their fees to help us out,” said Executive Director
Ann Doorman. “When the weather worked in our
favor and the crowds swelled, we wanted to show
our appreciation to the performers by giving each of
them a small bonus.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Executive Director Ann Dorman, left, joins First Night Alexandria board members
April 19 in presenting checks to support local school music programs.

Applause in the Form of $1,500
First Night donates to
school music programs.
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Taylor Run
BROADWAY SUCCESS

Nancy A. Gibbs, who formerly
lived in our neighborhood on W.
Taylor Run, has produced a new
hit in New York. “Peter and the
Starcatcher” is a prequel to Peter
Pan. It explains how Peter and the
Lost Boys attained their eternal
youth, and why Captain Hook pur-
sued them so relentlessly. The New
York Times reviewed the show
most enthusiastically.

Janet and David Beckmann, of
Park Road, went up to New York
to the opening night, which they
enjoyed tremendously.

“Peter is a tour-de-force of the
imagination,” says Janet. “ The

W. View Terrace.

FORT WARD EXCITEMENT
Those enterprising people of

Fort Ward are again bringing us an
unusual experience; a Civil War
encampment will take place and
a 19,000 cubic ft. netted gas bal-
loon will rise over the park. This
will all happen on April 28; activi-
ties will start at 11 a.m. These bal-
loons were used for reconnais-
sance during the Civil War at Fort
Ward.

CORRECTION
I must apologize to Darlene

Johnson for changing her name to
Doreen in the last column.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhood

audience could not have been
more elated.”

JOYFUL DINNER
“After a Christmas cruise to the

Caribbean, we decided to have a
big Easter dinner,” says Katherine
Morrison. At the table were the
Morrison’s two sons and six friends
from the past. Benjamin Terry has
been a friend of one of the
Morrison’s sons since their days at
T. C. Williams High School.

Katherine has the most interest-
ing job; she moves from firm to
firm taking positions as an interim
executive director. She is now serv-
ing as the executive director at
Community Bridges up in Silver
Spring. Jim and Katherine live on

Business Matters
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By Jeanne Theismann

 Gazette Packet

J
ohn Porter thinks big. As this year’s group
of events collectively referred to as Spring
for Alexandria draws near, Porter has set
some lofty goals for the May 2 kick-off

online giving event Spring2Action.
“We are looking to double our numbers from last

year,” said Porter, the executive director of the com-
munity trust ACT for Alexandria. “We want 2,000
citizens to help us raise $200,000 for local charities
and will be hosting live ‘give-togethers’ May 2 to help
donors get engaged in the effort.”

The ACT events will be held at the Uptowner from
7-9 a.m., Bittersweet Cafe from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and
Pork Barrel BBQ from 6-10 p.m.

“We raised more than $104,000 last year from
1,265 donors but are confident the community will
help us reach our goals this year,” Porter said. “This
is a fun way to encourage local philanthropy.”

Spring2ACTion is a 24-hour campaign to raise as
much money as possible for more than 70 local non-
profit organizations. Grants and prizes will be
awarded to nonprofits and individual donors as part
of the online giving event.

Spring2ACTion begins at midnight May 2 and ends
at 11:59 p.m. at www.spring2action.org.

The following day, ACT will host the fifth annual
Generations of Giving Gala at the Patent and Trade
Office. This year’s theme is “A Blast From the past:
Remembering Alexandria in the 1960s” and the
evening will culminate with the presentation of the
Legacy of Service Award to Patsy Ticer, honoring her
commitment to community service, giving, and in-
vestment in Alexandria.

Leslie and Allison Ariail will represent the Ariail
family as it is honored with the Legacy of Giving
Award in celebration of its many years of commu-
nity philanthropy and service.

Tickets or more information on the event can be
found at www.actforalexandria.org or by contacting
Henrietta LaMotte at henrietta.lamotte
@actforalexandria.org or 703-739-7778.

The Business Philanthropy Summit kicks off the
May 4 Community Service Day and the city-wide
initiative wraps up May 5 with Alexandria Gives! at
the Mount Vernon Recreation Center.

For more information, visit www.spring
foralexandria.org.

Event Schedule
MAY 2
Spring2Action
Online giving campaign for Alexandria nonprofits.
www.spring2action.org

MAY 3
ACT for Alexandria Generations of Giving Gala
Patent and Trade Office
www.actforalexandria.org

MAY 4
The Business Philanthropy Summit
An annual breakfast event hosted by Volunteer Alexandria to promote and

showcase philanthropy by local businesses.
7:30-9:30 a.m.

Spring for Alexandria Community Service Day
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Teams and individual volunteers from businesses, organizations, associations

and city departments spend the day providing hands-on service throughout
Alexandria.

www.springforalexandria.org

New in 2012: The Wrap Party
Celebrate after Service Day: a wrap party will take place at Mango Mike’s on

Duke Street with fun and refreshments for all! www.mangomikes.com
1:30-5:30 p.m.

MAY 5
Alexandria Gives!
Grand Prizes will be awarded May 5 at this new multi-cultural festival

organized by the Jaycees. Volunteers from area charities are on-site at the
Mount Vernon Recreation Center collecting donations to contribute to
neighbors in need.

www.alexjaycees.org/sfa2012

ACT To Kick Off Spring for Alexandria Events
Gala to honor Ticer,
Ariail family.

Dr. Morton Sherman, superintendent of Alex-
andria City Public Schools, is the recipient of
the Virginia Association of Elementary School
Principals 2012 Pathfinder Award. The honor
recognizes Virginia educators who have pro-
vided leadership in educational reform at the
elementary and middle school levels and who
have, by their deeds, enhanced the quality of
education in their districts or in the state.

State Award for Sherman
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Connection Wins Public Service Award
VPA Award for Journalistic Integrity and
Community Service; plus 44 other awards.

See a complete list of winners on page 18.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 1st place, Government Writing,
Judges comments: Excellent depth of reporting on
multiple engaging topics. Readers were well informed
by these articles.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 1st place, Health, Science and
Environmental Writing, Judges comments: Really in-
teresting stuff and like how writer sets the stage to
present opposing viewpoints. Takes talent to write
about a topic that could be as dull as dirt and keep the
reader engaged. Really good work.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 1st place, In-Depth Or Investi-
gative Reporting, Hidden Crime, Judges comments:
Shows a direct approach to capture the attention of the
reader.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 1st place, Breaking News Writ-
ing, School system iced. Judges comments: Thorough
information on a late breaking story. The lead was
good in establishing why the school superintendent
was upset. And the inclusion of quotes from the ACLU
was a good way to put the investigators’ action — or
lack of it — in perspective. Well done.

❖ Montie Martin, 1st place, Business and Financial
Writing

❖ Montie Martin, 1st place, Personal Service Writ-
ing Judges comments: Zombie story is weird enough
to grab attention. Other entries workmanlike. None
overwritten, which appears to be the norm in these
“personal service” categories.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 1st place, Public Safety Writ-

T
he Connection Newspapers was
awarded the Virginia Press Asso-
ciation Award for Journalistic In-
tegrity and Community Service last

Saturday, April 21, “for exhaustive coverage
of homelessness in the newspaper’s circulation
area.” The award was announced in Roanoke
at the press association’s annual convention.

The public service entries were judged by
Robert Giles, former editor and publisher of
The Detroit News and the immediate past cu-
rator of the Nieman Foundation.

Giles wrote of the Connection coverage:
“Its stories gave voice to the

homeless. Its stories effectively
portrayed the plight of the poor
living in tents and other make-

shift shelters. It reported on how poverty and
homelessness affects children. It examined the
causes of homelessness and explained why
people don’t have a place to live even when some
have a job. It reported on the role of govern-
ment and groups that advocate for the poor. It
provided extensive lists of community organiza-
tions with missions to help the poor and home-
less, and told how individuals could volunteer.

“It invited knowledgeable citizens to contrib-
ute guest editorials that offered perspectives
and fresh ideas for addressing the problems of
homelessness.”

The online component of the homeless
project also won first place in the multimedia
category. Edited by Michael O’Connell, the
project included stories, video and photos by

ronmental writing; in-depth or investigative
reporting; breaking news and public safety
writing.

In addition to her work on the homeless
project, photographer Deb Cobb won indi-
vidual first place awards for photo illustration
for a cover depicting a vampire; for an online
slide show of “wounded warriors at bat,” and
for general news photo.

Bonnie Hobbs won two first place awards,
one for education writing and one for feature
portfolio. Alex McVeigh won first place for in
depth or investigative reporting for his cover-
age of a land use issue in Great Falls. Montie
Martin won two first place awards, one for
business writing, the other for personal ser-
vice writing.

The Children’s Connection won an award
and judges said it was a “simple and elegant
idea showcasing children’s artwork, a great
way to attract young readers.”

While it is gratifying and fun to win awards,
it reflects our mission to tell the stories of the
local community. We welcome your ideas and
suggestions about what we should be cover-
ing now.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

www.twitter.com/marykimm

Read the Winners
Many of the winning entries are posted at

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/

Victoria Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie Hammer,
Bonnie Hobbs and Amber Healy.

The Connection Newspapers group, includ-
ing the Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount
Vernon Gazette and Centre View and Potomac
Almanac, won 45 awards in all.

The Alexandria Gazette Packet won 17
awards.

The top award winner was Michael Lee Pope,
who won 12 awards including first place for
government writing; health, science and envi-

 Winning Entries, Alexandria Gazette Packet

ing, Judges comments: Writer does an outstanding
job tackling broader issues. The bank-robberies ar-
ticle is extremely well done and doesn’t sugarcoat
an issue sure to give local police a black eye. The
article on domestic violence is equally well done,
giving the perspective of a victim who is now a
survivor. The look at changes 10 years after 9/11
is another strong article, providing great insight
and perspective.

❖ Jeanne Theismann, 2nd place, Business and Fi-
nancial Writing

❖ Steven Mauren, Steve Hibbard, Jeanne
Theismann, Louise Krafft, Laurence Foong, Mike Pope,
2nd place, General Makeup, Judges comments: It’s
hard to make a tab appealing, but this one is. Good
photography and packaging throughout. An attractive
product.

❖ Jeanne Theismann, 2nd place, Headline Writing,
Judges comments: Many of the headlines in this group
are cleverly written, especially “Some Like it Haute.”

❖ Steve Hibbard, Steven Mauren, Jeanne
Theismann, Louise Krafft, Laurence Foong, Mike Pope,
2nd place, Lifestyle Or Entertainment Pages, Judges
comments: Nice depth to the section is, no doubt, a go-
to place for readers.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 2nd place, Personal Service
Writing, Obituaries, Judges comments: Well-re-
searched and well-told biographies. Lots of interest to
the community. I have to wonder, however, what sort
of treatment do the less-socially-prominent receive?

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 3rd place, Breaking News Writ-

ing, Gen-on Power Plant to be Unplugged, Judges com-
ments: Knowing the background here enabled the
reporter to write a thorough explanation of what the
closing of the power plant meant. The history of the
plant — and efforts opposing it — put things in per-
spective for the reader. Nice touch to add the quote
from the plant opponent who understood what it might
means for the employees.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 3rd place, Business and Finan-
cial Writing

❖ Mary Kimm, 3rd place, Editorial Writing, Judges
comments: Mary Kimm’s editorials are sharp and on
point. Great work.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 3rd place, In-Depth Or Inves-
tigative Reporting

❖ Louise Krafft, 3rd place, Pictorial Photo Kool
Akademy Graduate Inaugural Class Judges comments:
Nice moment caught.

Editorial

Michael Lee
Pope

Jeanne
Theismann

Louise Krafft Mary Kimm Laurence
Foong

Steve
Hibbard

Steven
Mauren

Montie
Martin

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any

public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday.

Include home address and home and
business numbers. Letters are routinely

edited for libel, grammar, good taste and
factual errors.

E-mail to:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Further Reductions Taken!
Beginning Wednesday, April 25 we are reducing prices on our ENTIRE INVENTORY!

Everything in the store has been reduced again! We close our doors forever in just a few

short weeks and we are pricing merchandise TO MOVE! Hurry in! Don’t wait!

6707 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
maesdress@gmail.com • 703-356-6333

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10am to 5:30pm. Sale Terms: All Sales Final.
No adjustments. We Accept: Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX.

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

Game Ends 6/02/2012

1. Samsung 40" LCD TV, $549 Value.

2. Canon PowerShot Camera, $400.

3. Saeco Espresso Maker, $350.

4. Canon Camcorder, $290.

5. DeLonghi Food Processor, $250.

6. Garmin GPS System, $160.

7. Keurig Coffee System, $160.

8. Frigidaire Toaster Oven, $150.

9. Kick Sound System, $115.

10. Tiger Rice Cooker, $100.

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto

Old Dominion Dr. (Rt. 309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.

SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193

toward Langley - Go 1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9th mile - Turn left onto Old

Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights - We are on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than

5 minutes from the Bridge.

• TAKE 30% OFF AFTER 5 GOWNS! Daymor, Jovani, Ursula and more!

• TAKE 35% TO 50% OFF SPORTSWEAR & SEPARATES!

• TAKE 35% OFF DAY & EVENING SUITS!

• TAKE 35% OFF PANT SUITS!

• TAKE 40% OFF ALL COCKTAIL DRESSES!

• TAKE 75% OFF ON HUNDREDS OF CLEARANCE DRESSES!
Bring in coupon

for 100,000 points

COUPON

Receive 500,000 bonus prize points for every SPECIAL ORDER and always receive 20% off!
Choose from Daymor, Ursula, Jovani, JSS Knits, Damianou, and Sara Mique!

Subject to designer availability. (these offers good through 5/1)

Team Maison 703-310-7880
Keller Williams Realty • Alex./Kingstowne

6354 Walker Lane, Suite 100
Alexandria, VA 22310

River Towers Condos for Sale [Just South of Old Towne]
Resort like living on 26 acres! Landscaped gardens, pool with cabana, tennis
courts, picnic grove, garden plots, exercise room, etc. Enjoy Mt. Vernon trail,
shopping nearby; commuter bus to
METRO & ample parking! Condo fee
includes all utilities. Approved for both
FHA & VA financing

New on the market! Own this deluxe
one bedroom condo fully renovated,
and ready for you! Priced to sell at an
affordable $173,000!! Don’t delay!!!
6621 Wakefield Drive - Unit 518
Open Sunday 2 to 4

Also buyer representation services offered for other units.

250 Reynolds Street, S, #908,
Alexandria, VA 22304

$189,900
1086 square Feet of space, 1 bed-
room, remodeled 1.5 baths. Western
views from deep balcony. Tons of
closets space and extra storage in
building. New washer/dryer in the
unit. Pool, tennis, party room, BBQ
gills and common area patio and
table area. Bus to Pentagon and Van
Dorn Metro across the street. Close to
BRAC, 395, Old Town Alexandria, and
DC Call us to see this great home!

www.juliaavent.com
Julia@juliaavent.com

Julia and Tommy Avent
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-525-4993

See Poetry,  Page 26

The following poems, submitted
because April is National Poetry
Month, are from Alexandria
residents.

Nature’s Cookie
Flowers,
Pretty and sweet,
Easy to hold,
Treats for bees and me.

—  Michelle Berberet

Angel Brain
My dear angel brain
What kind of angel are you?

Are you Gabriel
telling me I am chosen?

Or Michael, the defender of
God

and my guardian angel?

Or one of those fat little
cherubs all soft and cute,

but a little dangerous with his
bow and arrow?

Perhaps Lucifer, tempting my
heart with

power and arrogance?

Or Capra’s Clarence showing
me the

the value of my life when I
forget?

Are you all of these my dear,
daring,

darling angel brain?

You devil, you.

— Michelle Berberet

interconnections
at The Athenaeum
arrays of Caribbean color
tropical green
cerulean blue
juicy melon
sunset red
bringing the tropics north
animating color
with cartoon characters
Peter Pan Pooh and Pinocchio
opening life’s venetian blinds
to show spaces
kitchens and stairs
carpets coloring rooms red
old building blocks
made of print
ghostly white
burnt and aged
and out of date
mixed media
brought here
in brilliant color
from GA Gardner’s
Caribbean home

— Peter Lattu

Poetry
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Keeping a Promise
By Dr. Morton Sherman

Superintendent of Schools

T
he mission of Alexandria City
Public Schools (ACPS) is to pro-
vide the environment, re-
sources, and commitment to en-

sure that each and every student succeeds
— academically, emotionally, physically, and
socially. To achieve our mission, the prior-
ity of the administration and staff is to keep
our students safe in an environment con-
ducive to learning.

The Alexandria City School Board and I
made a commitment to the families of Al-
exandria last year that we would review our
policy on volunteers and our processes for
allowing volunteers into our schools. I am
proud to report to you that ACPS has en-
hanced security for students by implement-
ing a new electronic system to check visi-
tors against the national sex offender reg-
istry and conduct background checks for
volunteers. Our visitor and volunteer
screening system was upgraded with
KeepnTrack in mid-March. KeepnTrack is a
school security solution used by school sys-
tems across the country. ACPS staff thor-
oughly researched, discussed, and tested the
system before deciding to implement it.

As our community partners and indi-
vidual volunteers continue to devote their

valuable time and expe-
rience to helping stu-
dents, they must all
now undergo annual
criminal background
checks in order to re-
ceive badges to allow
them into the school
buildings. This is an
additional layer of pro-

tection for our students. I hope that this
proactive measure will be embraced by our
partners and volunteers and seen by our
parents as an enhancement of our efforts
to keep our students safe and focused on
learning. We want our community to be
verified with pride when it comes to the
safety of our children.

April is National Volunteer Month, and I
applaud the more than 350 members of our
community who have already completed
the new background check procedures and
are ready to begin (or continue) working
with students to increase achievement and
enhance their learning experience. We need
volunteers to help with tutoring, mentoring,
and program implementation. Often a com-
munity volunteer in our schools provides
that extra spark or adult connection with a
student that can make a difference, inspire
a change in behavior, or provide a missing

See Keeping a Promise,  Page 26
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Baroody Camps
is at Alexandria Country Day School:
2400 Russell Road, Alexandria 22301

Basketball, Football, Martial Arts, Outdoor Adventure,
\American Girl, Science, Art, Lego Songwriting,

DayJams Rock band Camp and More!

$25 off each camp use coupon code: BCALEX

Visit baroodycamps.com to register
How do you spend your summer?

Visit baroodycamps.com to register
How do you spend your summer?

By Nicholas Horrock

Gazette Packet

First in a three-part series about
Potomac Yard development.

T
he City of Alexandria is
building what will be a
small city on the old
Potomac Rail Yard that

could bring as many as 8,000 new
residents over the next 20 years
and become a commercial center
that could outstrip Crystal City,

Ballston, the Pen-
tagon Mall, and
14th Street North-
west.

Planners believe it will draw
thousands of office workers and
customers from other northern
Virginia communities as well as
Washington and Maryland. Crys-
tal City in its prime years attracted
60,000 workers a day to its offices
and the new development’s capac-

ity could exceed that number.
Called the “Potomac Yard”

projects, the four main sections of
this undertaking are laid out on
295 acres of land between the
Metrorail and railroad tracks and
U.S. Route 1, at the center of high
density, high income communities
in Old Town, Delray, Rosemont
and Arlington. Ronald Reagan
National Airport abuts the eastside
of the development and there are
currently rail, subway and bus
connections to Washington and
the region.

The city plan divides the project
into what it calls “Land Bays,”
numbering the Land Bays A
through M, but in fact there are
four main projects.

Project map shows the Land Bays and the features to be developed in each.

Transforming a Vision into Housing, Commerce
Creating an urban development,
one land bay at a time.

Potomac Yard

A view from under the Monroe Street Bridge.
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Overview

See Transforming,  Page 30

One, named Potomac Greens,
is nearly complete and includes
244 townhouses, most occu-
pied, 20 acres of open spaces
and a small local shopping area
called Potomac Plaza.

The other three projects will
include residences, offices, pub-
lic parks, athletic fields, a Metro
Station and perhaps a school.
They are in varying stages of
planning, construction or site
preparation. One structure, a
firehouse in distinctive dark red
brick on Route 1 was completed
in 2009 and houses some 65 units
of affordable housing plus Engine
Company TK.

Pulte Homes, one of the devel-
opers, was a partner in the con-

struction of new bridge on Route
1 over Monroe Avenue and has fin-
ished a connection road that par-
allels Route 1 from the Monroe
Bridge to the Arlington County

line. It also paid a significant share
of the firehouse construction.

Potomac Yard is the last major
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See Historical,  Page 30

Potomac Yard

By Nicholas Horrock

Gazette Packet

I
f you stand on the roof of a high rise
apartment build in North Alexandria,
you can get a sense of the extraordi-
nary flatness of the Potomac Yard. You

can see the Washington Monument and the
Capitol dome across a skyline unbroken by
anything but the occasional lifting off of a
plane from Ronald Reagan Airport. To the
left are the high rise buildings of Crystal
City, but they are manmade break in the
flat land which runs from the Potomac River
south to below Old Town before a ridge of
any significant height changes the contour
of the country side.

“From prehistoric times through the
present, these level terraces paralleling the
Potomac River provided a north/south path-

way for moving people and goods,” accord-
ing to an essay by Francine W. Bromberg,
the preservation archeologist for the City
of Alexandria.

“While the modes of transportation

changed from foot to horse and stagecoach,
then to canal boats and later trains and
automobiles, the landform remained an
important link.”

According to Bromberg, “bands of Native

American hunters and gatherers may have
traversed the area that became Potomac
Yard as early as 13,000 years ago.” By the

Provided by the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad Historical Society, Inc.

Photograph of the Potomac Yard about 1972.

Building
Upon Layers
Of History
From Native American
settlements to gentrified
neighborhoods.
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‘God of Carnage’
Grown-ups behaving badly at Signature Theatre.

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazete

I
t begins innocently enough:
Two New York couples oozing
affected politeness meet to

discuss a playground scuffle be-
tween their sons. Painstakingly
attentive to social niceties, they
hope to talk things over in a calm,
mature and rational way.

Fat chance.
It doesn’t take long for the

couples to drop the charade and
trade their parsed euphemisms for
boxing gloves in the Signature
Theatre production of the Tony
Award-winning “God of Carnage.”

Written by French playwright
Yasmina Reza and translated by
Christopher Hampton, the Signa-
ture production stars Vanessa Lock
and Paul Morella as Annette and
Alan Raleigh, the parents of the
offending youth, and Naomi
Jacobson and Andy Brownstein as
Veronica and Michael Novak, the

Vanessa Lock (left, as Annette) and Naomi Jacobson (as
Veronica) share a laugh and a drink in the Washington
premiere of “God of Carnage”. Playing at Virginia’s
Signature Theatre through June 24.

Theater

parents of the victim.
Over espresso and calfouti, po-

lite chit chat is quickly abandoned
as Veronica persists in pressuring
Annette and Alan to accept re-
sponsibility for their son’s behav-
ior. Having none of it, small irrita-
tions between the couples give
way to more direct confrontation
as the social pressure-cooker be-
gins to boil over.

Jacobson, a 12-time Helen
Hayes Award nominee and two-
time winner, leads the nimble cast
in a collective display of comic
dexterity that leaves the audience
howling.

Together with Brownstein, Lock
and Morella, the actors play off
one another with the expertise and
timing of a finely tuned quartet as
director Joe Calarco orchestrates
their performances like a maestro.

Morella nails the smug smooth-
ness of Alan, the cocksure lawyer
who is more concerned about his
cell phone conversations than the

task at hand, with Lock as his in-
creasingly ill and eruptive wife
Annette.

As Michael, Brownstein is the
boorish counterpoint to Jacobson’s
rapidly unraveling Veronica.  The
hostility and humiliation hurled
between the couples is the stuff of
hilarity as rum is consumed and
allegiances shift with blazing
speed.

James Kronzer’s well-designed
set provides a sophisticated play-
room for the physical action that
eventually replaces the verbal vol-
leys in this one act, 90-minute play
where two wealthy and self-righ-
teous couples take no prisoners.
Add in some good rum and Cuban
cigars and you get an evening that
is anything but boring.

“God of Carnage” is playing now
through June 24 at Signature The-
atre, 4200 Campbell Ave., Arling-
ton. For tickets or more informa-
tion, call 703-820-9771 or visit
www.signature-theatre.org.

And Then there Was One
‘Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me’ at Port City Playhouse.

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

I
t’s been more than a quarter
of a century since Irishman
Brian Keenan, Englishman

John McCarthy and American
Terry Anderson were taken hos-
tage in Beirut and held in a series
of desolate cells throughout the
city. Keenan was released after
more than four years in captivity
and went on to pen “An Evil Cra-
dling,” a chilling account of his ex-
perience.

Inspired by conversations with
Keenan, playwright Frank
McGuinness adapted a fictional-
ized version of the ordeal in the
1992 award-winning “Someone
Who’ll Watch Over Me,” now ex-
pertly staged by Port City Play-
house in Alexandria.

As strains of Ella Fitzgerald’s
“Someone to Watch Over Me”
wafts through the Lab at Conver-
gence, we meet Adam, an Ameri-
can doctor (David James), Ed-
ward, an Irish journalist (Matthew
Randall) and Michael, an English
literature professor who by his
own admission can be a “sancti-
monious prig” (John Shackleford).

Unsure if they are awaiting

death or release, the three attempt
to keep insanity at bay by imagin-
ing movies they might make, cock-
tails they might drink and letters
they might write. In one of many
standout sequences, Edward and
Michael re-enact Virginia Wade’s
1977 victory at Wimbledon, com-
plete with Randall doing an up-
roarious impression of Queen
Elizabeth.

“Someone” is a tour de force
production for Randall, James and
Shackleford , three remarkable
actors who handle the “suffering
and inhumanity” of their incar-
ceration with such aplomb that
audience members were moved to
tears. Together they skillfully bal-
ance their grief and anger with
moments of humor and camara-
derie.

James gives a powerful and ex-
plosive performance, evoking the
pent up rage of a caged animal as
he wonders in despair “They’re
going to kill me for oil?”

Randall — with a perfectly in-
toned Irish brogue — has master-
fully crafted the character of Ed-
ward, a volatile and powerful per-
sonality who veers between cha-
risma and antagonism.

Last but not least is the truly

unforgettable and tenderly tragic
performance turned in by
Shackleford. As Michael, he is riv-
eting to watch in a poignant dis-
play of verbal wit in the face of
the monotony of his senseless cap-
tivity.

Directed by Rosemary Hartman,
the squalid set designed by Frank
Pasqualino draws the audience
into the mental anguish these men
endure.

Effectively lit by a single light
bulb, the only props are water
bottles placed next to grimy mat-
tresses along with a copy of the
Bible and Quran.

In the end, “Someone Who’ll
Watch Over me” is a well-written,
superbly staged story of the un-
breakable strength of friendships
forged in the most dire of circum-
stances. Be prepared to laugh, to
cry and to leave in awe of three of
the finest, most perfectly cali-
brated performances seen on any
stage.

The Port City Playhouse produc-
tion of “Someone Who’ll Watch
Over Me” is playing now through
May 5 at the Lab at Convergence,
1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria.
For tickets or more information,
visit www.portcityplayhouse.org.

Photo by Mike deBlois

David James plays Adam (the American), Matthew
Randall plays Edward (the Irishman) and John
Shackleford plays Michael (the Englishman) in “Someone
Who’ll Watch Over Me.”
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Entertainment

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and art-
work are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at noon for
the following week’s  paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

MONTH OF APRIL
Harvest Assembly Baptist Church 25th

Anniversary. At 8012 Fordson Road, Alexandria.
Services are held at 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; and 5
p.m. Special dates:

❖ April 29: Dr. David Cunningham, Dr. Regretta B.
Johnson Ruffin and Bishop William Walker, Latta
SC. Featuring: HABC Dance Ministries and the
HABC Unity Choir

Adults: $40 13 & up; Children: $20 12 & under
Featuring: The Singing Angels, HABC Pastor’s Praise

Team
Call: 703-799-7868.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 29
Childhood Memories. Works by artists inspired by

their childhoods.  Memories are endless: an
experience, a trip, a gathering, an animal, a poem,
a person or a place that brings one back to a
childhood memory. Show exhibits April 6-29;
Open Thursday-Sunday.  Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. 703-838-4827.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org

THURSDAY/APRIL 26
African American Heroines of the Civil War. 7

p.m. Admission is $10. Join C.R. Gibbs, Historian
of the African Diaspora, in a look at the inspiring
achievements of little-known black women.
Sponsored by the Alexandria Black History
Museum. Admission: $10/person. At the Charles
Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe Street,
Alexandria.

ArtNight SpringHill Suites. 5 to 8 p.m. A one-
night showcase featuring artwork from the
Torpedo Factory’s Art League and Alexandria’s Del
Ray Artisans. At SpringHill Suites by Marriott
Alexandria Tech Center, 2950 Eisenhower Ave.,
Alexandria. Visit www.facebook.com/
springhillsuites.

Does Mom Need to Move? 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Seminar is part of its free Spring 2012 Seminars
for Family Caregivers series. At Martha
Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Register online (go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices and
link to caregiver series), email
caregiver@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-324-
5205, TTY 711.

Republican Forum for 8th District Candidates.
6:30 to 9 p.m. Colonial Republican women and
the Lee District Republican committee will host a
forum for 8th District Republican Convention
candidates. At the Virginia Hills Administration
Center, Old Virginia Hills School, 6520 Diana
Lane, Alexandria. Contact Debbie at 703-768-1934
or colonialrepublicanwomen@gmail.com

APRIL 27 TO 29
Edison Pyramid Show. 6 to 7 p.m. Featuring

students’ work from the following schools:  Edison,

Twain, Bush Hill, Cameron, Clermont, Franconia,
Mt. Eagle, Rose Hill. In collaboration with the
Edison High Theater Department’s production of
“Oklahoma.” At Edison High School, Entrance 17
by the Theater, Alexandria.

FRIDAY/APRIL 27
Spelling Bee. 6 to 8 p.m. Trophies awarded to 1st,

2nd, and 3rd place winners. At William Ramsay
Elementary School.

Music of “Harry Potter” Films. 7:30 p.m. The
Symphony Orchestra of Arlington will perform the
music of Harry Potter from eight films. Pre-concert
activities at 6 p.m. At the George Washington
Masonic Memorial Theater, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Visit
www.symphonyorchestraofarlington.com

Brahms for Violin and Piano. 8 p.m. Free. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St., Alexandria.
Call The United States Air Force Band’s Concert
Line at 202-767-5658 or visit our homepage:
www.usafband.af.mil.

Magician Captain Token. 7:30 p.m. $25/advance;
$40/door. Fundraiser for the Optimist Club of
Alexandria. At Patrick Henry Elementary School,
4643 Taney Avenue, Alexandria.

SATURDAY/APRIL 28
Annual Yard Sale. 8 a.m. to noon. Tons of

furniture, household items, clothing, etc. All funds
raised will support the Youth Service Project. At
Nativity Lutheran Church, 1300 Collingwood
Road, Alexandria. Contact 703-678-9324.

The Urban Attic Launch Party. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Christmas Attic store unveils the ‘other side’ of
The Attic. The 40-year-old holiday store is

redesigning its store to create ‘two stores in
one.’ At 125 S. Union St., Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-548-2829 or visit
www.christmasattic.com.
Civil War Balloon Corps. 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Learn about Alexandria’s history and
the Civil War Balloon Corps in a living
history program held at Fort Ward Museum
and Historic Site. In 1861, a civilian Balloon
Corps attached to the U.S. Army was
organized to gather information on
Confederate positions and movements from
the sky. Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site
is located at 4301 West Braddock Road.
Visit www.fortward.org, or call 703-746-
4848.
5K Croc Trot Run. 7:30 to 9 a.m. At
Island Creek Elementary School, 7855
Morning View Lane, Alexandria.
Duke Street Speedy Lube & Auto
Maintenance Car Care Clinic. 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Car Care Month is a nationwide
effort to focus motorists’ attention on the
importance of vehicle care and
maintenance.  During the Spring Car Care
Clinic, we will be performing free vehicle
check-ups. The inspections include checking
fluid levels, tires, lights and other system
components. After the inspection is
completed, volunteers review any

discrepancies with the motorist and
provide information about proper vehicle
maintenance and repair.

YMCA Open House. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Join YMCA Alexandria at 420 East
Monroe Avenue, Alexandria. Activities
include pony rides, train rides, mini-
manicures, make a kite station, family
zumba, Face Painting, Balloon Sculptures,
SeaPerch underwater robotics demo,
Healthy Snack Attack Shack, Pirates of
Alexandria Scavenger Hunt, and more! .
It’s free and open to the public.
Rebuilding Together Rebuilding
Day. 8 a.m. Help repair 50 vulnerable
Alexandria residents’ homes during
National Rebuilding Day. Some 1,000 volunteers
are needed. Event kicks off at First Baptist Church,
2932 King St., Alexandria. Contact Shawn Flaherty
at 703-554-3609.

“Oklahoma.” 2 p.m. Benefit for Koinonia. Tickets
are $20/person. At Edison High School, Franconia
Road, Alexandria. To purchase tickets, visit http://
edisondrama.com/Koinonia.html.

APRIL 28 AND 29
“Swan Lake.” Sponsored by the Virginia Ballet

Company. Performances are Saturday, April 28 at
2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; Sunday, April 29 at 2 p.m. The
production includes all four acts, fully staged and
costumed, and the score by Tchaikovsky.  Dancers
Christine Gilmore and Eleni Thomas will alternate
in the role of Odette/Odile.  Performances will
take place in the Ernst Cultural Center Theater at
NVCC Annandale Campus. Tickets are available
on-line at www.virginiaballetcompany.org or at
the box office.

Carpenter’s Shelter Cook-Off and Run. 8 a.m.
on Saturday is the Run for Shelter 10K and One-
Mile Fun Run. Registration for Run for Shelter 10K
is $40; Fun Run is $20. To register, visit
www.runforshelter10k.com. All proceeds benefit
Carpenter’s Shelter and its work on behalf of
homeless individuals, children, and families. The
10th Anniversary Cook-Off Celebration is Sunday,
April 29, from noon to 3 p.m., at The Birchmere,
3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Featuring 30 of
the area’s best restaurants offering samples of their
food, plus a live auction offering attendees the
chance to bid on trips, tickets, meals and more.
Tickets are $40 for adults and $10 for children
under 12. Visit www.carpenterscookoff.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 29
Rocknoceros. 4 p.m. Doors open at 3:30 p.m.

Tickets are $10/advance; $12/door. Join the three
guys — Coach Cotton, Williebob and Boogie
Woogie Bennie —ºwho make award-winning
music for the whole family. Purchase tickets
through the synagogue office, check or exact
change only. At Agudas Achim Preschool, 2908
Valley Drive, Alexandria; call 703-998-6072.

Duncan Sheik with Suzanne Vega. Performing
songs from his latest album covers 80s, theater
works and early catalogue. At The Birchmere,
3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-549-
7500 or visit www.birchmere.com; for tickets, call

Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000 or order online at
www.Ticketmaster.com.

MONDAY/APRIL 30
Seniors, How “CarFit” Are You? 10:30 a.m.

With Fairfax County Police officer Allison Eggers.
CarFit offers older adults the opportunity to check
how well their personal vehicles “fit” them.
Individual assessments will be conducted
following this presentation at 15-minute intervals.
Appointments are required for individual CarFit
assessments. At Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573
to sign up.

TUESDAY/MAY 1
Swing Dancing — Cancelled. 9 to 11 p.m.

Admission is $10. With the Tom Cunningham
Orchestra. At The Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle
Street, Alexandria.

Nanci Griffith with Guest Eric Taylor. 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $39.50. At The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-7500.

Morrison House Presents. 6 to 8 p.m. Free
admission. Author F. Lennox Campello discusses
his controversial book, 100 Artists of Washington,
D.C., and provides insights into the selection
process, the publication of the book and the
subsequent eruption of controversy in the Greater
DC area art scene. At Morrison House, 116 South
Alfred St., Alexandria. Visit
www.morrisonhouse.com or call 703-838-8000.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 2
Musician Laura Warshauer. At The Birchmere,

3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-549-
7500 or visit www.birchmere.com; for tickets, call
Ticketmaster at 800-745-3000 or order online at
www.Ticketmaster.com.

U.S. Air Force Band Concert. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Featuring the Singing Sergeants. At Bishop Ireton
High School, 201 Cambridge Road, Alexandria.
Call 202-767-5658 or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

MAY 2 TO 5
Spring Book and Media Sale. Sponsored by the

Friends of Duncan Library. Book prices $1 to $5;
media $0.50 to $3. Dates are May 2 from 7-9 p.m.
(Friends Preview Night, membership available at

Clockwise from the top Joe Quinn, Matt
Stover, Amin Yachnes, Angela Longo,
Jared Walters and Alex Wong.

APRIL  26, 27, 28, 29
“Seussical the Musical.” Performed by West Potomac

High School theater department. Tickets are $12/door.
Performances are April 26, 27, 28 at 7:30 p.m.; April 29
at 2:30 p.m. At West Potomac High School, 6500
Quander Road, Alexandria.

SATURDAY/APRIL 28
Native Plant Sale. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Largest native plant sale in D.C. metro area hosts 14 vendors

from five states selling native perennials, shrubs, and trees for sun or shade in historic
Parkfairfax. At 3601 Valley Drive, Alexandria.  Call 571-232-0375 or
www.ParkfairfaxNativePlantSale.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 28
Make a House Storybook. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Local

artist and writer Sushmita Mazumdar will show how she
makes books that are houses for all kinds of creatures
and all kinds of stories. Then kids will learn how to make
their own “House Storybook” of a special place. For
children ages 6 to 12. Cost is $15/family and includes
materials. Register at 703-746-4356. At the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 902 Wythe St., Alexandria. See Entertainment,  Page 21
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Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works

…for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alexandria. My wife and I
grew up here. I’m a finish carpenter
with 30 yrs. experience.

My work is meticulous, and I
take great pride in completing jobs
on time, and on budget. Let me give
you a quote on that home project
you’ve been thinking about and
check it off your list! My prices are
reflective of the times.

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alexandria Neighbor

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

From Page 20

Entertainment

the door); May 3 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.;
May 4 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; and May 5
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. At 2501
Commonwealth Avenue Alexandria.
Call 703-746-1705 or
duncanlibraryfriends@gmail.com.

FRIDAY/MAY 4
Volunteer for Community Service

Day. Event Combines Community
Service, Fundraising-and Fun.
Volunteers are needed to help in
community service projects throughout
Alexandria from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Event information:  http://
springforalexandria2012.kintera.org

SATURDAY/MAY 5
Alexandria Art Market. Third season

begins May 5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. At
Colasanto Park.  Local artists, musical
performances. Other dates: Saturdays
6/2/12, 7/7/12, 8/4/12, 9/1/12, 11/
3/12. Application available for non-
DRA members. Contact Kimberley
Bush
ArtMarket@TheDelRayArtisans.org or
visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
ArtMarket.

Simpson Demonstration Garden
Open House. 9 to 11 a.m. At 420 E.
Monroe Avenue, Alexandria. Tour five
gardens, each of which demonstrates a
separate theme — waterwise,
flagstone, tufa, butterfly and scented
gardening.  The gardens are located
between the YMCA and Eugene
Simpson baseball stadium. Park in the
YMCA lot. Visit www.mgnv.org.

St. Luke’s Barbecue. 11 a.m. Besides
slow-cooked North Carolina-style
chopped pork BBQ, the church will be
offering grilled chicken, hot dogs,
beans, cole slaw and soft drinks.
Proceeds support church activities and
community outreach.  St. Luke’s is
located at 8009 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria.

Bowties & Belles, a Kentucky Derby
Party. 4 to 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
$100/patrons; $80/individuals.
Features an afternoon of watching the
Derby, a raffle, silent auction, cocktail
reception. Sponsored by the Junior
Friends of The Campagna Center.
Proceeds help support programs of The
Campagna Center. At Collingwood on
the Potomac, 8301 East Boulevard Dr.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.CampagnaCenter.org.

SUNDAY/MAY 6
Art at Home. Noon to 1:30 p.m. and 2

to 3:30 p.m. (Two seatings). Tickets
are $15. New Interior Design
Interactive Lecture Series introduced at
the Torpedo Factory Art Center.
Interior designer Mary Mitchell will
show how to layer design elements
with furnishings and the visual arts to
create an environment unique to every
home owner. At Studio 325, Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 North Union
St., Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; or call 703-
838-4565.

Titan Expo. 1 to 5 p.m. A community
fair, will be held on the front lawn of
T.C. Williams High School. Featuring
games, moon bounce, bingo, food,
book sale, and the ever popular car
bash. All proceeds support the
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria. T.C.
Williams is located at 3330 King Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-824-6868.

MONDAY/MAY 7
Children and Trauma. 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Free. Featuring guest speaker Margaret
Dowell who will discuss the connection
between trauma and behavior. At The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-746-3579 or
email
latanya.wooten@alexandriava.gov.

TUESDAY/MAY 8
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission

is $10. With the Bay Jazz Project. At
the Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle St.,
Alexandria.

Musician Mike Doughty. 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $25. Featuring “The Book

of Drugs”: Concert, Reading, Q&A. At
The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-7500 or visit
www.birchmere.com.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 9
Ottmar Liebert in Concert. 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $35. At The Birchmere,
3701 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
Visit www.Ticketmaster.com.

DJ Dance Party. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission
is $6. With DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

FRIDAY/MAY 11
Bid and Win Dinner/Auction. 6:30 to

10:30 p.m. The Cocktail Social and
Silent Auction will run from 6:30 to 9
p.m. A Buffet featuring London Broil
and Chicken will be offered from 7 to 9
p.m.  and the night will cap off with a
Live Auction. Tickets are $40 each.
Sponsored by the Fort Belvoir Officers’
Spouses’ Club. At 5500 Schulz Circle,
Fort Belvoir. To reserve your tickets or
offer an item for donation contact
Boscfundraiser@gmail.com or 540-
847-1467.

Music for Oboe. 8 p.m. Free concert. At
The Lyceum, 201 South Washington
St., Alexandria. Call The United States
Air Force Band’s Concert Line at 202-
767-5658 or visit
www.usafband.af.mil.

Benefit Concert for Haiti. 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $50. NSO Concert Master
Nurit Bar-Josef and acclaimed pianist
Rohan De Silva are guest artists for this
National Chamber Players concert
featuring Fritz Kreisler’s Schön
Rosmarin, Liebesleid, Sicilienne and
Rigaudon, “It Ain’t Necessarily So,” by
George Gerschwin and arranged by
Jascha Heifetz, and Antonín DvoYák’s
Piano Quintet in A Major, Op. 81. At
Pendleton Hall, Episcopal High School,
3900 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria.
Visit www.episcopalhighschool.org.

SATURDAY/MAY 12
Jazzercise Fundraiser. 10 to 11 a.m.

Fundraiser where 100 percent of
donations go to the American Cancer
Society. At Waynewood Elementary
Gymnasium, 1205 Waynewood Blvd.,
Alexandria. Contact Peg Frydenlund
703- 765-5659 or
peg2011@verizon.net.

“This Old House.” 10 a.m. Watch
episode 2 of “This Old House” that was
filmed in Alexandria. General
contractor Tom Silva heads to
Alexandria to restore the windows in a
home built by George Washington.
Afterward, plumbing and heating
expert Richard Trethewey installs a
water filter at a kitchen sink. Airing on
WETA-TV 26 and WETA HD.

Garden of Light Reception. 3 to 5
p.m. Help put an end to domestic

violence by attending the Bethany
House reception. Tickets are $55/
person. At the Holiday Inn and Suites,
625 First Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.bhnv.org or call 703-658-9500.

American Balalaika Symphony
Spring Concert. 8 p.m. Tickets are
$20/advance; $25/door. Peter
Trofimenko and The American
Balalaika Symphony welcome Spring
with How a Peasant Went to a Fair —
An ordinary tale told through
extraordinary music. Travel back in
time to a place where the pace was
slow, the pleasures simple, and spring,
a time of wonder and delight.  With
works by Andreyev, Tsygankov,
Shalov, Gorodovskaya, Kachalin and
more.  Featuring ABS balalaika soloist
Ekaterina Borodulina. At the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 Beauregard St (NVCC
Campus), Alexandria. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter.

BBQ Fundraising Dinner. 4:30 to 6
p.m. Admission is $10. The Women’s
Auxiliary of the Salvation Army
Alexandria is hosting its BBQ
Fundraising Dinner. Dinner is
sponsored by RockLands Real
Barbeque.  Tickets are available
through Auxiliary Members or calling
TSA at 703-836-2427. Event is held at
The Salvation Army Citadel Corps,
1804 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria.

Symposium on Historic Clothing.
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Historic Pohick
Church Docents Guild is sponsoring a
“Symposium on Historic Clothing at
Historic Pohick Church” covering the
18th and early 19th centuries.
Speakers for this event are costume
historians Mary Doering, Colleen
Callahan, and Newbie Richardson.
Tickets are $75 ($65 for students),
which includes lunch and a tour of the
church. Deadline for registration is
April 27, and space is limited. For
ticket information contact Charlotte
Knipling at 703-339-8196 or
c.knipling@gmail.com.

Folk Trio We’re About 9. Meets at 7
p.m. Trio of Katie Graybeal, Brian
Gundersdorf and Pat Klink. Tickets are
$18/general; $15/advance. At St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531
Riverside Rd., Alexandria. Visit
www.FocusMusic.org.

Explore Alexandria’s Firefighting
History. 1 p.m. Tickets are $6/adults;
$4/youth. The walking tour, “Blazing a
Trail: Alexandria’s Firefighting Past.”
As they walk through Old Town,
participants will learn about volunteer
firefighting in early Alexandria and
stop at historic buildings that once
served as fire stations. At Friendship
Firehouse, 107 South Alfred St., Old
Town Alexandria. Visit
www.friendshipfirehouse.net or by
calling 703-746-4994.

MAY 4, 5, 11, 12
“Crazy for You.” Tickets are $5/students, seniors; $10/adults. Presented by T.C.

Williams Drama Department. Show dates are May 4, 5, 11, 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets available at the door. The whole family will enjoy this upbeat show, which
features a humorous plot, impressive dance numbers, and unforgettable songs,
including “I Got Rhythm” and “Someone to Watch Over Me.”



22  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 26- May 2, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Theater

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

I
t’s 1954 and Leonard Vole stands accused of the
murder of a rich elderly woman whom he be-
friended. His wife’s testimony could save him un-

til she suddenly becomes a “Witness for the Prosecu-
tion” in the Agatha Christie
thriller now playing at The Little
Theatre of Alexandria.

Leonard’s only hope is to seek
the aid of famed barrister Sir
Wilfred Robarts, who is puzzled
by the circumstances surround-
ing the death of Emily French, a
wealthy widow who made
Leonard the principle beneficiary
of her estate mere weeks after
meeting him.

Using the audience as the jury,
Director Eddie Page moves “Wit-
ness” along at a quick pace as
facts are discovered, alibis de-
bunked and motives debated as
Leonard’s trial unfolds.

Mark Lee Adams is Sir Roberts,
who slowly elicits crucial details
from an array of witnesses in his
pursuit of proving Leonard’s innocence. Assisted by
John Barclay Burns’ Mr. Mayhew, they attempt to piece
together the clues to solve the crime.

Adams leads the cast with a commanding perfor-
mance and is especially engaging to observe during his
courtroom scenes with James McDaniel as the oppos-

Photo by Doug Olmsted

Mark Lee Adams (Sir Wilfred Robarts, QC), Dan Beck (Clerk of the Court), Bruce Schmid
(Barrister), Jeffrey Clarke (Justice Wainright), Raedun Knutsen (Court Stenographer),
John Barclay Burns (Mr. Mayhew), James McDaniel (Mr. Meyers, QC), and John Johnson
(Barrister) star in “Witness for the Prosecution.”

Did He or Didn’t He?
‘Witness for the Prosecution’ opens at LTA.

ing barrister.
Robin Zerbe is compelling as Romaine, Leonard Vole’s

mysterious wife and key witness in the trial.
The accused man is portrayed by Russell Silber, who

paints Leonard as a naïve and gentle soul seeking to
garner the sympathy of the jury.

Together, Zerbe and Silber masterfully keep the au-
dience engrossed in the twists
and turns of the trial and guess-
ing until the very end “Did he or
didn’t he?”

The supporting cast includes
standouts such as Jeffrey Clarke
as the judge, Larry Grey as Dr.
Wyatt, Peter Alden Hyde as In-
spector Hearne and Elisabeth
Richters as Roberts’ secretary
Greta.

Veteran actress Cheryl
Sinsabaugh, making her LTA de-
but, is especially delightful as the
victim’s loyal housekeeper Janet
McKenzie, whose testimony
punctuates the trial proceedings
with chuckles.

With a creative revolving set by
John Downing, costumes by Su-
san Boyd and wigs by Bette Wil-

liams, “Witness” perfectly augments Christie’s surprise
ending script.

“Witness for the Prosecution” is playing now through
May 12 at the Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe
St. For tickets or more information, call 703-683-0496
or visit www.thelittletheatre.com.

Photo by Doug Olmsted

Mark Lee Adams (Sir Wilfred
Robarts, QC), John Barclay
Burns (Mr. Mayhew), and
Elisabeth Richters (Greta)  star
in “Witness for the Prosecu-
tion.”
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR

…703-953-2854
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET

OF SCOTLAND
…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH
…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH

…703-518-4404
CHURCHES—BAPTIST

ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH
…703-548-8000

CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH

... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN

BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH

...703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370
CHURCHES—BRETHREN

 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD

...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM

THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER
 ...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH

…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-4100
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN

HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES...703-313-5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA...703-549-3911
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…
703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL
CHURCH ...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH...703-360-4220

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-780-3081

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-765-4342

ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
 CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-

ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN…

703-765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN

CHURCH…703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

CHURCHES—NON-
DENOMINATIONAL

MOUNT VERNON
UNITARIAN CHURCH...

703-765-5950

CHURCHES—ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…

201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...

703-417-9665
CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN

CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
MEETING HOUSE

…703-549-6670
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN

…703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN
…703-765-6118

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...

703-960-8772
CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...

703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY

UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557

ROBERTS MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM

UNITED METHODIST...
703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…703-836-4324

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

b
Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b
St. James’
Episcopal Church

5614 Old Mill Road, Mount Vernon, Virginia
(Just outside Fort Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org
Bearing True Faith and Allegiance

Blessings to All Who Serve

8 AM – Holy Eucharist – no music
All Education Programs – 9:00 AM
10:15 AM – Holy Eucharist – Music

Come Worship with us

Bethany Lutheran Church
2501 Beacon Hill Road,

Alexandria, Virginia 22306
703-765-8255

More info: 703-765-8255
or www.bethany-lcms.org

Worship Schedule:
Sunday, 8:30 and 11:00 AM

Holy Communion
First and Third Sundays, and festivals

9:45 AM Sunday School and Bible Classes
(children, teens and adults)

Child care is available
during both services and Sunday School

News

From Page 3

it’s also a way for people to show support
for a candidate by donating services.”

The campaign season has presented a
stimulus package of sorts for the city’s res-
taurant industry.

Tim Lovain noted a $2,500 in-kind con-
tribution from Café Pizzaioli owner
Lawrence Ponzi. Donna Fossom received a
$734 in-kind donation from Tempo Restau-
rant. Allison Silberberg presented support-
ers with $733 worth of in-kind food from
Los Tios Grill.

“Some of the candidates may have got-
ten discounts on the food,” said Lovain. “I
didn’t get to eat much but everybody else
said the food was delicious.”

Contributions sometimes serve as a who’s
who of supporters. Planning Commissioner
Donna Fossum received $734 from former
City Councilman Mel Bergheim. Council-
woman Del Pepper received $500 from
Planning Commissioner Stewart Dunn.
Councilman Paul Smedberg received $500
from state Sen. Richard Saslaw (D-35). And
first-time candidate Boyd Walker received

$200 from Elizabeth Gibney, one of the
“Iron Ladies of Old Town” who filed a court
challenge to the waterfront plan.

“I haven’t had time to chase the money
as other candidates are obviously doing,”
said Walker. “I know my fundraising num-
bers are low, but a lot of my supporters are
engaged in a very expensive legal fight
against the waterfront plan.”

A handful of the candidates have donated
to themselves or accepted campaign cash
from family members. First-time candidate
Michael Hepburn contributed $192 to him-
self, and first-time candidate Sammie
Moshenberg gave her own campaign $550.
Longtime incumbent Del Pepper received
$1,000 from husband F.J. Pepper. And first-
time candidate Vicky Menjivar received
$550 from her husband, former executive
director of Tenants and Workers United
John Liss.

“I love my wife, and I believe in her can-
didacy,” said Liss, who paid for the initial
filing fee. “But I don’t have deep pockets,
so this will not be a self-financed campaign.”

Traditionally, people with business before

the City Council are not shy about spread-
ing the wealth to support specific candi-
dates. The list of campaign contributors
from previous election cycles includes
former real-estate powerhouse Mark
Winkler Company, land-use attorney Ber-
nard Fagelson and the political action com-
mittee operated by Washington Gas. Auto-
mobile magnate Jack Taylor is a frequent
contributor, and his college-age son was
even listed as a supporter of Councilman
Smedberg in the last election cycle.

“To be honest, nobody has ever asked me
to vote a certain way because of a contri-
bution,” said Smedberg in 2009. “I really
don’t see it that they expect anything from
me.” The fundraising totals show this year’s
Democratic primary is already shaping up
to be fiercely competitive. But even after
the June citywide election, candidates are
going to have to face Republicans. In the
last election cycle, Republican Councilman
Frank Fannon raised and spent more than
any other candidate for City Council, spend-
ing $7.24 for each vote. So far this year,
he’s already raised $7,019.

Along the Democratic Primary Money Trail

Correction
The boy who was the beetle in
the Little Theatre of
Alexandria’s “Leaping Beauty”
was misidentified in the
March 29 Alexandria Gazette.
His name is Cillian Farrell.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
To all persons claiming an interest in: 1985-15’ Angler Rhyan 
Craft & 1989 25hp 259h4E Chrysler. Matthew P.  Gristwood 
will apply to the SCDNR for title on watercraft/outboard motor. 
If you have any claim to the watercraft/outboard motor, contact 
SCDNR at 803-734-3858. Upon thirty days after the date of the 
last advertisement if no claim of interest is made and the wa-
tercraft/outboard motor has not been reported stolen, SCDNR 
shall issue clear title. Case No. 20120403950392

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Ritz to Rummage multi family 
yard sale. 800 block Grand-
view Dr. Beverly Hills 22305 
4/28, 8-1, High/low end items!

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 600 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

EXCUTIVE DIRECTOR
New!   Horizons Hospice is coming to the 
Alexandria Area!
We invite you to join us with our growing 
Hospice Team.  You need to have 3-5 years 
Hospice management experience.
You must be a REGISTERED NURSE and 
have a Nursing license. We provide computer-
ized documentation, competitive salary, a 
great benefit package, vacation time, sick time 
and paid holidays.  If interested please contact: 
Laura Angstadt

PHONE: 877-946-7003
FAX: 888-362-0744

EMAIL: jobs@horizonshospice.org
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

M/F/D/V

Garden Center
Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-

ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 

and locations go to  
www.bellimpact.com

ATTENTION HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS!

Your Community Not-for-Profit Health Partner. • Our Mission . . . To Improve Health Every Day.

CLINICAL CAREER FAIR
May 5  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sentara has wonderful and
exciting opportunities for:

• Registered Nurses (ED, OR,
  Surgical) Cardiac Telemetry
• ED Techs (EMT)
• Clinical Nurse Educators
• Radiology (all modalaties)
• Laboratory Techs
• Nursing Management
• Rehab Positions

EOE M/F/D/V  • Criminal H history Background Check  • Drug Free Workplace

This event is designed exclusively for Clinical Professional jobs listed

Sentara Potomac Hospital
In the Hylton Education Center

2300 Opitz Blvd.
Woodbridge, VA 22191

Opportunities exist at
Sentara Potomac Hospital and Sentara Lake Ridge,

our first outpatient healthcare campus in Northern Va.

To learn more, visit our website: www.Sentara.com
or visit our Open House to speak to a Recruiter and meet Hiring Managers

RECEPTIONIST: Mature person for busy 
Old Town Alexandria law firm to answer 

multiple phone lines, greet visitors, perform 
light clerical duties. Experienced individual 

preferred. Excellent benefits. Please fax 
resume to 703-683-6134.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6.........Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.........Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2...............Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...............Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. CO.

Concrete & Brick  Stone Specialist
Additions & Basemnts 

4th Generation,
Class A Lic & Ins Free Est.

800-820-1404

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER GUTTER

Metro Gutter and Home Services
Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Siding, Power
Washing, Framing, Drop Down Stairs, Foreclosure
Specialists, Painting, Handyman Work, Windows,

Doors, Deck, Stairs, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Offering a Full List of Landscaping Services
E.T. Landscaping & Lawn Care, Inc.

703-906-9735 • 703-986-4277

•Landscape Design
•Mulching •Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls •Grading
•Grass Seed & Straw •Mowing
•Drain Tile •Sod Installation
•Tree Work •Stump Removal

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE
Mulching & Edging

10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY
Lic. & Ins! 

540-829-9917

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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From Page 11

Letters

Words
Individually
You did not impress me
Much /but when
You all were together/rearranged
For meaning/the way you touch
Inspire/even wound
Your beauty  and your power/

Took/Take/My/ Breath
Away

— McKenya Dilworth-

Abdalla

Realizations
I am a contradiction
of desires, Gemini, twins
going in opposite directions
equally good at being bad
cowardly approaching
the conditions that
Confront me.
*
the edges of my hair have gone on

strike
tired of the pulling, the weave

glue, braiding
and all other attempts at camou-

flaging myself
my chest is strangely conspiring

with age and starting
to descend/I am young/no longer
*
it was overrated anyway
now I feel the
pressure more than ever to make
something out of myself/this nine

to five
the trading of  talent for coins
ideas for dollars
dreams deferred
*

— McKenya Dilworth-

Abdalla

botanicals
spring
blooming on the walls
of the Athenaeum
dogwood daffodil forsythia
bleeding heart snowdrop sedge
a butterwort
eating gnats
all framed and on display
on clean white walls
while outside
the March sun brings forth
flowering quince cherry
bluets and buttercups
all bloom
as daffodils fade away
unlike the art
framed and on display
for all to see
while daffodils fade away
today

— Peter Lattu

Poetry

City Can’t
Subsidize Rents
To the Editor:

There have been recent discussions in
Alexandria about whether the city should
purchase apartment complexes and convert
them to subsidized affordable housing units.
There are several factors why this is not the
most economical approach to retain afford-
able housing, which is an important chal-
lenge that needs to be addressed.

Alexandria’s population of 140,000 resi-
dents consists of approximately 50 percent
renters and 50 percent homeowners. The
core responsibilities of the city are to pro-
vide police and fire services, road mainte-
nance and improve the school system. The
advantage of being one of the most pros-
perous communities in America is that our
property values have remained strong
through the great recession. The average
non-condo home is assessed at $620,000
in the city. One of the disadvantages, how-
ever, is that Alexandria is an expensive place
to call home, where the average one-bed-
room apartment rents for $1,380 per
month.

Housing has become a major challenge
for people in our city, and the City Council
continues to do what is within our control
to provide affordable housing to residents.
Virginia is one of 45 states that does not
have rent control. This means that the gov-
ernment cannot tell a private landlord what
to charge for rent. The city’s role comes into
place during negotiations with developers
who plan new projects in the city. Recently,
Council approved new developments in
Arlandria, Braddock Metro and the
Eisenhower Valley, and we will be voting
on the Beauregard plan where millions of
dollars have been negotiated to preserve
affordable housing for hard-working
Alexandrians.

The city needs to be selective in its spend-
ing and the major projects it undertakes.
Purchasing apartments and subsidizing
rents are not economically viable for the
city. When the debt grows, the results are
usually answered by increased taxes on our
citizens and businesses. With thousands of
additional market-rate apartments in the
construction pipeline throughout the city,
increased competition for new apartment
tenants will likely keep rents from rising
rapidly. In the meantime, City Council will
continue to negotiate with developers for
more affordable housing options for our
citizens to continue to call Alexandria home.

Frank H. Fannon, IV
Alexandria City Council

Another
Done Deal
To The Editor:

It is no surprise to the residents of the
Beauregard section of the West End that
the Mayor/council and city staff are once
again pulling another “done deal” in our
neighborhood and that the push for a ma-
jor redevelopment in this area is a result
of the BRAC-133 and loss of property tax
dollars. When the non-appointed citizens

group was formed about a year ago, we
rarely discussed the major issues that are
now being put together in a working draft
plan by the Planning & Zoning Depart-
ment.

Unfortunately, the discussions we are now
having with city staff did not happen with
the citizens group and all we did was to
submit comments, not recommendations, to
city staff, i.e., TES, P&Z, Housing Depart-
ment and Assistant City Manager Mark
Jinks. Mayor Euille has publicly stated at a
council meeting two months ago that he and
council were not rushing this plan through.
Well, you could have fooled us who have
been involved for the past year. The plan
will now come in front of the Planning Com-
mission on May 3. The transportation com-
mission will meet on May 2 and one of the
agenda items will be the BSAP wherein they
will probably take a vote to forward their
recommendations onto the Mayor/Council
without hearing the specific issues that are
not included by city staff impacting the cost
and transportation issues impacting the
Beauregard neighborhood plan.

Once again, this “transportation advisory
group” that was established and appointed
by the Mayor and Council on April 12, 2008
will be another “rubber stamp” for our
elected officials. Many citizens involved
with the BSAP for the past year have been
told we cannot speak at the May 2 trans-
portation meeting. Remember, this is only
a working draft plan, not a recommenda-
tion and yet the so-called transportation
commission will be voting to recommend
whatever TES Director Rich Baier and As-
sistant Director Abi Lerner tell them to do
in order to rubber stamp this plan for the
Mayor and Council. It’s not as if we have
been working on this plan for three-plus
years even though the idea for the
Beauregard plan had been initiated in 2009,
but nothing resulted from this discussion.
There is a memo dated June 2009 from
former City Manager Jim Hartman to
mayor/council/AEDP requesting grant
money from DoD in order to get the
Beauregard plan started. It sounds familiar
to the memo of 2008 signed by Assistant
City Manager Mark Jinks stating that Alex-
andria welcomes BRAC-133 be it at the Vic-
tory Center site or the Mark Center. With
the Mark Center site selection as recom-
mended by Mr. Jink’s 2008 memo, there is
no metro, is now located in a residential
neighborhood, but “come on in DoD, we
have everything you need at the Mark Cen-
ter/Duke Realty properties.” A done deal?
You bet — without citizen knowledge or
input until it was too late.

Citizens are getting tired of hearing from
our elected officials and city staff that “we
hear you and we’re listening to your con-
cerns because we care about your neigh-
borhood and Alexandria.” Really? If that
were true, then they would not be pushing
the Beauregard Plan and pretending to care
about all the residents who live in the
Beauregard neighborhood. There is much
work to be done and now that five devel-
opers have become involved with this plan,
this neighborhood will become a massive
redevelopment and lose the character its
residents want. We will now have an ho-
mogenized neighborhood similar to

Clarendon, Shirlington and Ballston. I have
lived on both sides of the West End. The
Duke Street side, known as Condo/Canyon,
is a neighborhood mix of condos and apart-
ments along with some industrial use. The
Beauregard neighborhood is a cultural mix
of single-family homes, town homes, apart-
ments, open space, trees and now, of course,
BRAC-133. Most of us, myself included,
believe we do need some improvements in
our neighborhood, but not the major rede-
velopments proposed by the five develop-
ers. There needs to be more specifics about
funding and financing, a real transportation
plan that excludes a traffic circle at the in-
tersection of Seminary/Beauregard, elimi-
nation of BRT lanes on Beauregard and
good planning regarding land use, zoning/
rezoning, retail, commercial and residen-
tial and affordable housing. The continua-
tion of the working draft changes from day
to day without clearly defined guidelines
and criteria. It’s the developers, elected of-
ficials and city staff creating our neighbor-
hood without an honest attempt to “hear
what we want” and one that will initially
involve large Alexandria taxpayer commit-
ments. It is time for our elected officials to
start doing what they were elected to do
and that is represent all of Alexandria resi-
dents and not their own personal agendas.
We all know that Mayor Euille and mem-
bers of council want this plan passed be-
fore the November elections. However, the
BSAP needs much more time for specific
questions, answers and discussions from
citizens who will be most impacted by this
major redevelopment if it is going to suc-
ceed. Another “done deal” from city hall?
You can count on it.

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

From Page 12

or new element that changes a student’s life.
Our volunteers find immense reward in

helping students, and their time and atten-
tion can make a tremendous difference in
the lives of children. I encourage each of
you to connect with a student in our com-
munity and discover the rewards and the
joy of working with young people to con-
tribute to and create a healthy community.

Sadly, local and national news stories fre-
quently inform us of incidents that threaten
the safety of our children. We will take ev-
ery measure available to us to screen and
check employees, visitors, and volunteers
before allowing them to be involved with
our precious students.

As we work to educate staff, students, and
the community on improving ways to keep
our children safe within our schools, I in-
vite you to learn more about safeguarding
our students from predators whether online,
in schools, or in our neighborhoods. If you
want more information about the use of
KeepnTrack in our schools, please contact
the ACPS Office of Family and Community
Engagement at 703-824-6676.

We promise to never stop enhancing our
efforts to provide a safe haven for students
in our schools.

Keeping a Promise
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Freshman Girls Bring Home Another Victory for T.C. Crew

With Mark Comey in the coxswain seat, rowers Greg Montenegro, left,
and Henry Anderson, right, help power the T.C. Williams boys’ varsity 4
crew team toward the finish line in their morning heat at the Smokey
Jacob Regatta on April 21. The varsity 4 won the heat and then took
second place in the final, finishing just .62 seconds behind the winner.
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or the second time this season, the
girls’ freshman 8 have brought home
a victory for the T.C. Williams crew

team, crossing the finish line nearly 10 sec-
onds ahead of the competition at the
Noxontown Regatta in Middletown, Del.,
this past Saturday, April 21.

The T.C. freshman girls finished with a
time of 5:21.6, handily defeating Holy Spirit
(N.J.), which finished with a time of 5:31.2.
The freshman victory was their second of
the season — they also won top honors in
their first race at Noxontown on March 31.
Members of the freshman 8 include cox-
swain Kathrina Policarpio and rowers
Maeve Bradley, Kyra McClary, Maura
Nakahata, Claire Embrey, Lynn Stevens, Ana
Diaz, Rachael Vannatta and Zoe
Gildersleeve.

In other events at the Noxontown Regatta
this past Saturday, the T.C. Williams girls’
novice 8 took home second-place honors in
their race, finishing — in a reversal of the
freshman 8 contest — eight seconds behind

the Holy Spirit novice girls with a time of
6:03.8.

Also coming in second on Saturday — but
in a different state, and in a margin that
could be measured in the blink of an eye
rather than a few ticks of the clock — were
the boys of the T.C. Williams varsity 4. Af-
ter winning their heat at the Smokey Jacobs
Regatta on the Occoquan Reservoir in Vir-
ginia, the defending state champion Titan
rowers crossed the finish line in the final
with a time of 5:14.22 — just .62 second
behind winner Woodbridge.

In addition to the boys’ varsity 4, the T.C.
Williams boys’ freshman 8 also came in sec-
ond place at Smokey Jacobs, crossing the fin-
ish line with a time of 5:07.84 behind the
Generals of Washington-Lee. Other strong
performances by T.C. rowers at Occoquan
were turned in by the boys’ junior 4, the boys’
second 4, the boys’ novice 8 “B” boat, and
the girls’ novice 8 “A” boat, all of which took
home third-place honors on the day.

The T.C. Williams crew team returns

closer to home this coming weekend for the
Charlie Butt Regatta, a contest that will not
only see the Titan rowers compete on the
Potomac River just off the shores of
Georgetown, but compete against some of
the top rowing teams in and around Wash-

ington, D.C.
The T.C. Williams crew team is guided by

boys’ head coach Pete Stramese and girls’
head coach Mercedes Kiss. For race sched-
ules and more information on the program,
visit www.tcwcrew.org.

T.C. Williams’ Huggins, Moss Compete in Capital Classic

T.C. Williams senior T.J. Huggins was named MVP of
the Capital All-Stars during the main event of the 39th
Annual Capital Classic on April 21 at T.C. Williams
High School.

T.C. Williams senior and Virginia All-Star Gaby Moss
goes up for a shot against Maryland All-Stars Sarafina
Arthur-Williams, right, and Carla Batchelor during the
Capital Classic on April 21.
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Episcopal’s
Fitzpatrick coaches
Adala Moto, Savage.

See Capital Classic,  Page 28

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

A
 nervous T.J. Huggins received an
ovation from the crowd as he
checked into the 39th Annual
Capital Classic’s main event with

7:27 remaining in the opening quarter.
Playing on his home court as a member

of the Capital All-Stars, the T.C. Williams
senior found himself matched up against a
U.S. All-Stars team composed entirely of
Division I-caliber basketball players.
Huggins had earned Northern Region Player
of the Year and first-team all-state honors
during the 2011-12 season, but facing op-
ponents heading to such schools as Virginia,
North Carolina and Maryland would put his
skills to the test.

It didn’t long for Huggins to show he
could play with some of the nation’s best.

After entering, Huggins promptly knocked
down a pair of jump shots. He finished the
contest with 10 points, six rebounds and
four steals, earning him the team Most Valu-
able Player award for the Capital All-Stars,
which lost to the U.S. All-Stars 105-93 on
April 21 at T.C. Williams High School.

“It was great to know,” Huggins said, “that
everyone supported me on my home court.”

Huggins said the competition was quicker,
stronger and more physical than what he
was used to. The U.S. roster included play-
ers from Georgia, New Jersey and Texas,
among other states. Eight athletes stood 6
feet 6 or taller, including three listed at 6
feet 10.

The 6-foot-5 Huggins, who was the only

player from the Northern Region to com-
pete in the Capital Classic’s main event, is
verbally committed to Navy.

“For him, it’s a big confidence booster,”
said T.C. Williams boys’ basketball coach
Julian King, a member of the Capital Clas-

sic Coaches Committee. “It lets him know
he can play at a high level — it doesn’t get
any higher than that right there. Hopefully
he’ll carry this on into the future and have
some good years a head of him.”

The score was tied at 45-all at halftime

before the U.S. All-Stars started to pull away
in the third quarter. Huggins’ final bucket
came on a putback late in the third, which
cut the U.S. lead to 75-67.

“I thought T.J. played very well,” said
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703-379-5800

Bradlee Center
3610 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22302

Experience Color as Complex & Alluring as Nature Itself...

The Preferred Architectural Coating
of Designers – Exclusively at

w/this coupon • Retail only • Expires 6/30/12

• Luxurious Handcrafted Color
• Environmentally Friendly Low VOC

$500 OFF
the purchase of a Premium

Gallon of C2 Paint

Episcopal boys’ basketball coach Jim Fitzpatrick,
who coached the Capital All-Stars. “To be honest with
you, I thought T.J. played as well tonight in the game
as I’ve seen him in the practices, and I think that’s a
product of him just capitalizing on the moment.
Obviously, this is a comfortable setting for him, but
he still has to make the shots and make the plays.
The best compliment I can say about T.J. is he played
within himself, and I think that was the difference
for him.”

Fitzpatrick, who led Episcopal to a state runner-
up finish, also got to coach two of his own Maroon
players: Arnaud Adala Moto (Wake Forest) and
Kethan Savage (George Washington). Savage scored
eight points and Adala Moto finished with four.

“It was fun to coach them, but at the same time I
wanted to make sure they meshed in with the other
players,” Fitzpatrick said. “I’m not sure I would have
had this honor of coaching tonight if I didn’t have
those players play for me, so I wanted to make sure
that I gave them the proper respect to let them play.
But I also wanted them to understand that they were
the same as all the other 10 members of the team in
terms of their importance to the team.”

The Capital Classic was an all-day event, with two
girls’ games in the afternoon and two boys’ games
at night. The first girls’ game was a public school
matchup between the Virginia All-Stars and the
Maryland All-Stars. T.C. Williams senior Gaby Moss
was a member of the Virginia starting five and fin-
ished with nine points as Virginia cruised to a 74-49

Sports

Episcopal senior Arnaud Adala Moto
scored four points during the Capital
Classic on April 21.See Classic,  Page 28

From Page 27

Capital Classic
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victory.
Moss, who will play for Georgia

State, said players were unselfish,
making it easier to mesh on the
floor.

“We’ve played against each
other, so we know each other’s
game,” Moss said. “We know what
each other does. It was really just
getting into a groove. … You don’t
want to get lost in the mix, but at
the same time they’re good play-
ers, so you look better when you
get other people involved and they
do the same thing.”

West Springfield senior Logan
Battle came off the bench to score
12 points and earn game MVP
honors. After a slow start by both
squads, Virginia’s second unit of
Battle (Georgetown), West
Springfield teammate April
Robinson (Duquesne), Forest
Park’s Lexi Carpenter (Dayton),
Stafford’s Merritt Hempe (Geor-
gia) and Fairfax’s Liz McNaughton
(UMBC) sparked an 11-2 first-
quarter run as the team gradually
pulled away.

“Sitting on the bench starting
out gives me a chance to see how
the other team plays and get a feel
for what I’m supposed to be do-
ing,” Battle said. “…We’ve all seen
each other play [and] played with
each other during AAU or in other
all-star games before. When we
got on the court, we worked well
together [because] none of us are
selfish.”

Fred Priester, who led Oakton to
an undefeated record and the
2012 state championship, coached
the Virginia All-Stars.

“There’s always a little edge
there,” Priester said of the inter-
state matchup. “We in the Virginia
suburbs think we play  pretty good
ball, they think they play pretty
good ball, so there’s a little bit of
bragging rights there.”

Oakton’s Katherine and Caroline
Coyer scored six and five points,
respectively for the Virginia squad,
playing their final high school
game before suiting up for
Villanova.

“It was a little bittersweet,”
Katherine Coyer said. “It was defi-
nitely great to get to represent
Oakton High School one more
time. Of course, it’s sad that this
is the last time were going to be
putting on these shorts and play-
ing to represent Oakton, [but]
even going forward, this isn’t
something we’re going to forget.”

Robinson scored six points,
Edison’s Ruth Sherrill (Hofstra)
finished with five and
McNaughton had three.

In the other girls’ game, the
Prep-Private All-Stars defeated the

From Page 28

Sports

T.C. Williams’ Huggins, Moss Compete in Capital Classic
Interhigh All-Stars 76-67. Bishop
O’Connell’s Nicole Carty scored
three points for the Prep-Private
team.

In the first boys’ game, the Sub-
urban All-Stars defeated the Dis-
trict All-Stars 109-100. The Sub-
urban All-Star roster had four
players from the Northern Region:
Langley’s Daniel Dixon,
Yorktown’s Jack Earley, Edison’s

Matt Murphy and Westfield’s Zach
Elcano.

Dixon was a standout during the
Northern Region all-star game on
March 17, scoring 17 points for the
Liberty/National team in a losing
effort. On Saturday, Dixon scored
16 points and knocked down four
3-pointers to help the Suburban
squad get the win.

“I try not to force things and try

to just let the game come to me
because I know I have great play-
ers around me,” Dixon said. “I
know I can make them better, they
can make me better so it’s much
easier. … My goal today was to
come back and redeem myself and
I felt like I did that.”

Elcano (American) scored 11
points for the Suburban team.
Murphy finished with six and

Earley (Claremont McKenna)
added three.

Paul VI guard Tilman Dunbar
(Navy) scored 16 points for the
District All-Stars.

“Everyone out here, for the most
part, is going to play college ball
— lots of Division I players,”
Earley said. “It’s great to come out
here and play against that caliber
of players.”
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parcel of land in Alexandria, a city that
has successfully developed former military
bases like Cameron Station and Eisenhower
Avenue. The open land at one end of
Eisenhower Valley attracted the U.S. Patent
Office to transfer its headquarters to Alex-
andria and also houses the United States
Court complex and the extensive Carlyle
high rise apartment developments.
Cameron Station, the one-time military
commissary, was developed into a
townhouse community.

BUT THE POTOMAC YARD plan is more
problematical. It is a far larger undertak-
ing, nearly twice the number of acres as
Cameron Station, in a largely different
economy and in an area where near traffic
paralysis occurs with disturbing regularity.
If a development brings perhaps 5,000 to
8,000 new residents does that mean 5,000
to 10,000 cars traveling streets that are al-
ready crowded and thousands of cars visit-
ing the offices, stores, theaters and restau-
rants?

Jeff Farner, deputy director of
Alexandria’s Planning and Zoning, said that
he thought the importance of Potomac Yard
“is much more than numbers of people and
square footage. This is a very rare opportu-
nity for a jurisdiction inside the beltway to
actually extend segments of the commu-
nity.”

He and members of the planning team,
Gwen Wright, chief of the Development

Division and Sandra Marks, chief of trans-
portation planning, believe they have set
out a development protocol that can man-
age the influx of cars, visitors and residents
by requiring transportation and environ-
mental completion before construction of
offices and residences.

Farner said that “one of the challenges
with this site, which was a brownfield site,
necessitated a lot of infrastructure; laying
a sewer line from this site to the plant, build-
ing the bridge and roads and street com-

plexes; a lot of infrastructure that has to go
in place to make it ready for development.”

The primary factor to make this project
work is to build a new Metro Station be-
tween Reagan National Airport and
Braddock Road Metro Station. Alexandria
City Council created a tax district to finance
a Metro station which it proposed would
be between the airport and Potomac Yard.
That is what is now unfolding every day in
North Alexandria.

THE PLANNING for how to develop
Potomac Yard began in the late 1980s when
the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac
Railroad began to explore development
ideas since the area was no longer used as
a rail yard. At the same, Alexandria was
updating its 1974 Master Plan.

The first plan was never acted upon by
the City Council. It proposed building a
Metro Station in the middle of Potomac
Yard, allowing some 16 million square feet
of development designed as sort of exten-
sion of the communities nearby — Del Ray,
St. Elmo, Lynhaven and Hume.

Among other proposals was Jack Kent
Cooke’s idea to locate the Redskins Stadium
there and another plan to attract the U.S.
Patent and Trade Office. The Patent office
later agreed to move to the Eisenhower
Avenue site.

In 1999, the City Council approved an
updated Potomac Yard /Potomac Greens
Small Area Plan and rezoned the land to a
Coordinated Development District. This is
the framework that is unfolding.

One structure, a firehouse in distinctive dark red brick on Route 1, was completed in 2009 and houses some
65 units of affordable housing plus an engine company.

Transforming a Vision into Housing, Commerce

From Page 15

Potomac Yard

“One of the challenges
with this site, which was
a brownfield site,
necessitated a lot of
infrastructure; laying a
sewer line from this site
to the plant, building the
bridge and roads and
street complexes; a lot of
infrastructure that has to
go in place to make it
ready for development.”

— Jeff Farner, deputy director,
Alexandria’s Planning and Zoning
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time John Smith made his voyage up the
Potomac River in 1608, he recorded there
were two Native American villages along
the Potomac, one near the site of Reagan
National Airport and another near Belle
Haven, south of what became Alexandria.

In the late 18th century and the early years
of the 1800s, the area provided acreage for
farming, at first tobacco and later wheat and
vegetables to feed the growing community
of Alexandria and Georgetown across the
river in Maryland. The French Army led by
the Comte de Rochambeau crossed the
Potomac by ferry from Georgetown and fol-
lowed a road south through the Potomac
Yard site on his way to Yorktown to fight
with the Americans against the British in
1781.

Bromberg writes that competition with
Georgetown in Maryland was a growing
concern for Alexandrians in the early 19th

century and when they learned that the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal would end at
Georgetown , they became concerned that
western trade would bypass their wharves.

They chartered the Alexandria Canal
Company in 1830 and financed the build-
ing of a canal that crossed the Potomac on
a unique aqueduct bridge built on eight
masonry piers. In Virginia, canal boats were
pulled along seven miles across the flat land
that would become the Potomac Yard and
lowered to the Potomac at Alexandria
through four lift locks.

But it was the railroads that preserved this
as open land from the mid-19th century
through the 1980s. It is what land develop-
ers call a “brownfield” site, where no other
community of any size has stood; where
land is clear and ready for use. Potomac
Yard became an important rail hub in the
Civil War and connected to the north by a
railroad bridge, allowing the Union forces
to transfer freight to supply units fighting
to the south.

In 1906, to relieve critical crowding as
freight cars were transferred from north-
ern rail lines to southern rail lines, six com-
peting railroads agreed to band together to
construct a rail yard. At its height the yard
had 136 miles of track crammed into a 2.5
to 3 mile stretch of land with a round house
repair building, icing facilities, and ware-
houses. The rail yard at its height employed
1,500 workers many of whom settled in the
small bungalow communities along Route
1. Known as the “Gateway Between the
North and the South,” Potomac Yard was
the largest freight transfer yard on the east
coast and serviced more than 100 trains a
day.

With its passing in 1987, went, in a sense,
a cultural subset, the blue collar worker. St.
Elmo, Hume, Lynhaven and to a larger ex-
tent Del Ray were settled by working class
Americans, many employed on the rail-
roads. Now those communities are
gentrified and the new residences planned
at the Potomac Yard are selling for $300,000
to $800,000.

Historical
Perspective
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