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Town Center Hosts
Trayvon Martin Rally
News, Page 3

Coming
In from
The Cold
News, Page 4

Reston founder
Robert Simon an-
swers questions
about his early life
during a presenta-
tion by the Reston
Historic Trust Thurs-
day, April 19 at the
Reston Community
Center Lake Anne.
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News
Reston Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

W
hile Robert E. Simon Jr. literally
started Reston’s history, his own his-
tory goes back five decades. Reston
wasn’t founded until Simon was 50,

and the Reston Historic Trust attempted to fill in resi-
dents on Simon’s early life during their Thursday,
April 19 program at the Reston Community Center
Lake Anne.

Simon celebrated his 98th birthday April 10, he was
born in 1914 in New York City. He was one of four
children (the only son) born to Robert E. Simon Sr.
and Elsa Weil. Robert Simon Sr. was born in 1877
and started work at age 14 at a ribbon factory.

“It didn’t take long before he got in trouble,” said
Loren Bruce of the Reston Historic Trust, one of the
presenters. “Nobody knew Robert Sr. was color blind,
so he didn’t last very long at that job.”

Robert Simon Sr. was a partner in a real estate
company by the time he was 21, and Bruce said he
“worshipped” Weil, due to her high level of educa-
tion received at Vassar College. Education was greatly
respected by the elder Robert Simon.

“My father valued education enormously, in my
opinion he almost overvalued it, because he started
working when he was 14,” Simon said. “My mother
was very interested in music… she very often had us
singing something or other, and I remember sitting
on her lap while we listened to a performance of the
whole “Ring Cycle” [by Richard Wagner]. She might
have thought of it as a punishment, but I thought it
was the greatest collection of music there was.”

In 1920 Robert Simon Sr. sold the Paramount Build-
ing on 43rd and 44th Street in New York for approxi-
mately $750,000. His father used that money to take
his family to Europe for 15 months, visiting Germany,
Austria, Switzerland, France, Belgium Holland and
England.

THE TRIP PROVED TO BE a memorable one for
Robert Simon Jr., for good and bad reasons. On the
trip, on the border of Germany and Austria, their car
collided with another car, throwing Robert Simon
Sr. and Jr. (who were in the front seat) through the

windshield, and severely injuring his sister Betty, but
all survived.

The trip also provided Simon with many architec-
tural inspirations for Reston.

Industrialist Andrew Carnegie began construction
of the hall that would bear his name in 1890. After
his death in August 1919, his widow eventually sold
it to Robert Simon Sr. in 1925, a move that would
prove instrumental to the history of Reston.

Meanwhile, Simon attended the Horace Mann
School, graduating in 1931. He then headed to
Harvard to study Literature and History from 1931
to 1935.

“I specialized in the Henry VIII era of history,”
Simon said. “I also played squash and tennis and did
a lot of singing. I was lucky enough in my last two
years to get into the group that did the morning ser-
vices at Harvard Chapel… we would also try and
perform at funerals, which was good for about $20.”

After graduating from Harvard, Simon’s father ar-
ranged for him to work at a local business to learn
the ropes, until Simon was ready to join his father’s
business. But it was not to be.

“In 1935, his father passed away, and Robert has
already graduated and is finishing up a bicycle trip
around England and France,” Bruce said. “His mother
and three sisters greeted him at the dock, and soon
he took over responsibility for the family business.”

Later Robert Simon Jr. served in the Army from
1942 to 1946, serving in the Quartermaster corps
and he left the Army as a captain.

He also sold Carnegie Hall to the city of New York
in 1960, for $5 million. That money would eventu-
ally go toward purchasing 6,750 acres of land out-
side of Washington, D.C., which would eventually
become Reston.

Kristina Alcorn and Bruce presented the story of
Simon’s life, taking their information from more than
six hours of interview tapes with him, as well as other
sources.

“The challenge with history is that it’s going back
to someone’s earliest memories. If I were to line up
10 people who all witnessed the same event, chances
are we’d get 10 different versions,” Bruce said. “We
compared notes of our interviews and there’s not a
lot of discrepancies, so we’re hoping that’s confir-
mation that we’re close to the real events.”

During the process, Alcorn accompanied Robert
Simon Jr. and his wife to New York City. She recalled

Museum Tells Story of
pre-Reston Simon
Program features early life
of founder Robert Simon.

Reston founder
Robert Simon tells
stories from his early
life at the Reston
Community Center
Lake Anne Thursday,
April 19.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
s the Trayvon Martin
case began making
headlines around the

nation, Rev. Mary Barrino-
Smith of the Community of All
People United Church of Christ
decided it was time to get the
local community involved. By
contacting local faith commu-
nities and spreading the word
online, more than 150 people
attended a vigil Tuesday, April
17 at Reston Town Center.

“We wanted to bring people
together to show support for
the Martin family, as well as our
dissatisfaction of a law like
Florida’s Stand Your Ground
law,” Barrino-Smith said. “Our
church is known for their activ-
ism when it comes to social jus-
tice causes, and we wanted to
make sure our voice was
heard.”

Barrino-Smith said the
church takes particular issue
with the Stand Your Ground
law, and the 20 other states that
have similar laws on the books.

“We feel those are the kinds
of laws that threaten people’s
lives and their civil rights,” she
said. “We see those laws as

something to follow up on, to
help open people’s eyes.”

The day after the vigil,
George Zimmerman turned
himself in after being charged
with second-degree murder.
Barrino-Smith said she was
happy Zimmerman turned him-
self in so the judicial process
could take place.

“I’m glad the outcry across
the country led to a further ex-
amination of what happened
that day,” she said. “Obviously,
we don’t know all the facts, but
had the charges not been made,
I feel like it’s something impor-
tant that would have gone ig-
nored.”

Deborah Love Rogers of the
National Council of Negro
Women Reston-Dulles section
was in attendance April 17.

“It was a very good energy
there, it was good to bring mat-
ters of national importance to
the local community,” she said.
“There were a lot of mothers
and parents there, who I’m sure
felt the pain of the situation. It
was a pleasant surprise, I’ve
never seen that sort of commu-
nity response on short notice.”

More information on the
church can be found at
www.allpeopleucc.org.

Photo by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection

More than 150 attend interfaith
rally in support of justice.

Town Center Hosts
Trayvon Martin Rally

A family joins the vigil for Trayvon Martin at Reston
Town Center Tuesday, April 7.

Rev. Mary Barrino-
Smith of the All
People United
Church of Christ
addresses more
than 150 people
gathered at Reston
Town Center Tues-
day, April 17 to
show their support
for Trayvon Martin.
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News

By Kenneth R. “Ken”

Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he General Assembly
passed a spending plan
for FY2012-2014 last

week in a session that had much
more drama than most meet-
ings of the state’s legislature.
One Democratic Senator
changed his vote after the bud-
get had failed to pass in order
that the constitutionally re-
quired majority could be
reached; a Republican Senator
got a State Police escort back
to the Capitol from visiting his
wife in the hospital in order that
he could vote. By a one vote
margin the $85 billion spend-
ing plan for the next biennium
was approved.

I refer to the bill that passed
as a spending plan because it
lacks essential features of a real
budget. Every year the Gover-
nor and the House Appropria-
tions and Senate Finance Com-
mittee members get together
and slice the pie of available
state revenue. Just as at any
party, there often is sharp dis-
agreement as to the size of the
slices and who should get what.
Such a disagreement delayed
approval of the plan for about
a month. The good news with
such a system is that the spend-
ing plan is balanced so long as
the revenue estimates are accu-
rate. The bad news is that needs
often go unmet.

One of the areas of greatest
need that continues to go un-
addressed is in transportation.
Although Governor McDonnell
campaigned for his job on the
basis of having a transportation
plan, he has yet to show lead-
ership in meeting the growing
urgency of responding to the
worst traffic congestion in the
Nation that is in Northern Vir-
ginia. The most logical answer
to automobile traffic congestion
is to provide alternative means
of commuting such as mass
transit among others. While
Governor McDonnell agreed to
provide an additional $150 mil-
lion of state funds for the Sil-
ver Line Metrorail project, the
amount is a fraction of the mon-
ies being provided in Hampton
Roads for projects there. No
analysis is provided as to the
relative need of the regions of
the state in dividing up funds

as budgeting system with mini-
mal sophistication would re-
quire. While the Governor fre-
quently reminded voters during
his campaign that he was born
in Northern Virginia, he has
spent the last several decades
in the Tidewater region. He is
well aware of the transporta-
tion needs there from personal
experience, but he does not
seem to respond as strongly to
the needs of Northern Virginia
that are well documented.

Budget amendments spon-
sored in the House by me and
Delegate Tom Rust and in the
Senate by Senators Janet
Howell and Mark Herrings to
increase the amount of direct
state support to the Silver Line
were not supported by the Gov-
ernor nor approved in the Gen-
eral Assembly. The budget im-
passe was related to getting the
Senate amendment approved.
While the approved spending
plan did not include the addi-
tional monies, the Silver Line
Phase 2 can move forward with
its existing financial plan and
have an increase in state mon-
ies for the project debated at
future General Assembly ses-
sions.

The needs of our region for
additional transportation fund-
ing are but one example of an
antiquated state budgeting sys-
tem that leaves our region short
of the state assistance it war-
rants. Just slicing up a shrink-
ing pie is not adequate for our
high growth region. We will
limp along with another spend-
ing plan, but the Governor
could create a real legacy for
himself by providing real lead-
ership for an objective based
budget that would certainly in-
clude more monies for the Sil-
ver Line, our schools and social
services.

Spending Plan
Approved

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

F
airfax County officials met with about 75
representatives from churches and other
houses of worship Sunday, April 22, to ad-
dress rumors and concerns that the County’s

Fire Marshal will shut down their hypothermia pro-
grams next winter - and shut out many homeless
residents - because of fire code violations.

Held at St. Stephens United Methodist Church in
Burke, the information session was hosted by county
staff, elected officials and nonprofit partners. Panel-
ists included Amanda Andere, executive director of
FACETS; Kerri Wilson, executive director of Reston
Interfaith and Deputy County Executive Patricia
Harrison.

“I think the bottom line is that the fire marshal’s
office will work individually with houses of worship
to make sure they are safe and up to code,” said
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova (D-At-large),
who called Sunday’s meeting.

“In some cases, it might be
as simple as a installing a
smoke detector or carbon
monoxide detector,” she said.

Currently, about 35 houses
of worship provide shelter to
approximately 1,000 homeless
residents during the winter
months. Each year, various
churches, synagogues,
mosques and temples take
turns providing space to pro-
vide food and shelter for the
homeless population during
the winter months. Last year,
there were no hypothermia-
related deaths reported during
the season.

Supervisor Cathy Hudgins
(D- Hunter Mill), who has been a longtime advocate
for the county’s homeless population, said she wants
to see the county maintain a partnership with the
faith community in a safe environment.

“But the more critical issue is how will we elimi-
nate or reduce hyperthermia without the needed
housing? Our faith partners are looking to us to do
the heavy lifting by providing the housing so they
can support the county by serving the clients,”
Hudgins said.

Sunday’s meeting was prompted by concerns from
some church leaders that they would be forced to
shut down their programs due to fire code violations.

On Monday, April 16, the Rev. Keary Kincannon of
Rising Hope Mission Church in Alexandria sent out
a press release stating the county will close 18 of 36
churches that host a hypothermia program.

“Nine churches will not be allowed to bring the
homeless in from the cold under any circumstances.
An additional nine require extensive work to correct
code violations that may cost hundreds of thousands
of dollars,” Kincannon said in the release.

Last week, Bulova said four houses of worship may
be affected by their inability to comply with fire

codes, not 18, and stressed
Fairfax County’s longstanding
support of the Hypothermia
Prevention Program.

“I have been working with
County staff to make sure
safety concerns that arose dur-
ing this program year are ad-
dressed before the 2012-2013
program begins,” Bulova said
in an email announcing
Sunday’s session.

“I am committed to finding
solutions that do not put un-
due burden on houses of wor-
ship but still provide adequate
safety for the vulnerable popu-
lation that relies on the Hypo-
thermia Program during the
winter months.”

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock), who attended
Sunday’s meeting and met with faith representatives
last week, said part of the concern was that some
churches heard they were on the list (for code viola-
tions), but didn’t know why.

“There was a real interest in churches to counter
the rumor mill,” Cook said. “The meeting was a good
step in that regard.”

Cook said other localities, such as Richmond and
Virginia Beach, have encountered similar issues be-
cause the fire code is a state-wide set of regulations
enacted by the General Assembly but enforced by
local jurisdictions. Tensions arise because each juris-
diction has some discretion when interpreting the
codes.

“Everyone has to take deep breath, and recognize
that we have to work through a process,” Cook said.
“But there’s a significant commitment and confidence
on the county’s part that we can work through these
issues.”

“Fairfax County has a unique partnership with our
faith communities and non-profits. We are commit-
ted to serving the homeless population in a way that
is compassionate and ensures their safety,” Bulova said.

Fairfax County hosts
hypothermia meeting to
address shelters’ concerns.

Coming In from The Cold

“I think the bottom
line is that the fire
marshal’s office will
work individually
with houses of
worship to make
sure they are safe
and up to code.”

— Chairman Sharon Bulova,
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

Fast Facts about Fairfax
County’s Hypothermia
Prevention Program

❖ During the 2010-2011 winter season, approxi-
mately 1,025 residents sought shelter through Fairfax
County’s Hypothermia Prevention Program, in partner-
ship with other agencies.

❖ During the 2011-2012 winter season, partners
opened their shelters to “no turn-away” status on Nov.
1, even if the weather was not at freezing temperatures.

❖ FACETS’ Hypothermia Prevention Season is Nov.
21 through March 17. FACETS served more than 219
clients last season.

❖ Volunteers of America Chesapeake (VOA) Baileys
Crossroad’s Hypothermia Program served more than
442 clients last season and an additional 84 clients in
their other winter seasonal programs for a total of 526
clients.

❖ Reston Interfaith’s Embry Rucker Community Shel-
ter (ERCS) operates three separate winter programs.
The ERCS Winter North County Program and winter
seasonal programs served over 298 clients last season.

❖ The Homeless Healthcare Program (HHP) has four
nurse practitioners from the Fairfax County Health
Department providing free flu shots during Hypother-
mia Prevention season.

For more information on Fairfax County’s Hypother-
mia Prevention Program, go to http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/partnerupdate/part-
nership-highlights-hyposeason2011-12.htm

Commentary
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Further Reductions Taken!
Beginning Wednesday, April 25 we are reducing prices on our ENTIRE INVENTORY!

Everything in the store has been reduced again! We close our doors forever in just a few
short weeks and we are pricing merchandise TO MOVE! Hurry in! Don’t wait!

6707 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
maesdress@gmail.com • 703-356-6333

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10am to 5:30pm. Sale Terms: All Sales Final.
No adjustments. We Accept: Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX.

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

Game Ends 6/02/2012

1. Samsung 40" LCD TV, $549 Value.

2. Canon PowerShot Camera, $400.

3. Saeco Espresso Maker, $350.

4. Canon Camcorder, $290.

5. DeLonghi Food Processor, $250.

6. Garmin GPS System, $160.

7. Keurig Coffee System, $160.

8. Frigidaire Toaster Oven, $150.

9. Kick Sound System, $115.

10. Tiger Rice Cooker, $100.

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto
Old Dominion Dr. (Rt. 309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.
SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193
toward Langley - Go 1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9th mile - Turn left onto Old
Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights - We are on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than
5 minutes from the Bridge.

• TAKE 30% OFF AFTER 5 GOWNS! Daymor, Jovani, Ursula and more!
• TAKE 35% TO 50% OFF SPORTSWEAR & SEPARATES!
• TAKE 35% OFF DAY & EVENING SUITS!
• TAKE 35% OFF PANT SUITS!
• TAKE 40% OFF ALL COCKTAIL DRESSES!
• TAKE 75% OFF ON HUNDREDS OF CLEARANCE DRESSES!

Bring in coupon
for 100,000 points

COUPON

Receive 500,000 bonus prize points for every SPECIAL ORDER and always receive 20% off!
Choose from Daymor, Ursula, Jovani, JSS Knits, Damianou, and Sara Mique!

Subject to designer availability. (these offers good through 5/1)

From Page 3

Simon
one experience that stood out,

while they were passing by the
apartment at 404 Riverside Drive,
the apartment where the Simon
family grew up.

“We walked past, and Bob
pointed out the window, and we
kept walking. Then we looked
back and Bob was standing in
front of the building, and talking
to the doorman, and the next thing
we know we were on our way up
to the apartment,” she said. “We
were on our way up and I won-
dered what we would encounter,
and we encountered a very gra-
cious mom and her teenagers, and
she let us in, and Bob went around
showing us things and making
comments like ‘Oh, my mom
would not have liked this pool
table here.’ It was a testament to
Bob and his ‘can do’ style.”

THE RESTON MUSEUM will
present the early days of Reston
for their May program, which will
tell the story of Simon’s land pur-
chase and the initial planning of
Reston. The program will take
place May 24 at the Reston Com-
munity Center Lake Anne at 7 p.m.

More information is available at
www.restonmuseum.org.

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community, including
special holiday services. Send to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday.

Trinity Presbyterian Church,
651 Dranesville Road in Herndon, has
Sunday Worship Service at 8:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m. Nursery and childcare are
available during worship services. Youth
and Adult Sunday School is held Sun-
days from 9:40-10:45 a.m.
703-437-5500 or
www.trinityherndon.org.

Floris United Methodist Church,
13600 Frying Pan Road in Herndon, has
worship services at 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 11
a.m. and  5 p.m. on Sundays, with a
Latino service on Saturdays at 7 p.m.
703-793-0026 or www.florisumc.org.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center,
Brown’s Chapel, 11450 Baron Cameron
Ave., Reston, holds monthly classes for
the general public. Gen Kelsang Varahi,
an American Buddhist nun, will teach
‘Living Meditation: Meditation for Re-
laxation,’ teachings and guided
meditations that teach students how to
relax their body and mind. $12.
www.meditation-dc.org or 202-986-
2257.

St. Anne’s Episcopal Church,
1700 Wainwright Drive in Reston, holds
Sunday services at 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m.,
11:15 a.m. and contemporary service at
5 p.m. Nursery, Sunday School and
Adult Education available. Morning
Prayer on Monday at 9:30, Holy Eucha-
rist Wednesday at 8:15 a.m.
703-437-6530 or www.stannes-
reston.org.

Faith

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send
us your favorite snapshots of you with your
Mom and The Connection will publish them
in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include
some information about what’s going on in
the photo, plus your name and phone num-
ber and town of residence. To e-mail digital
photos, send to:

reston@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Reston Connection,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you
include a stamped, self-addressed envelope,
but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Opinion

T
he Connection Newspapers was
awarded the Virginia Press
Association Award for Journalistic
Integrity and Community Service

last Saturday, April 22, “for exhaustive cover-
age of homelessness in the newspaper’s circu-
lation area.” The award was announced in
Roanoke at the press association’s an-
nual convention.

The public service entries were
judged by Robert Giles, former editor
and publisher of The Detroit News and the
immediate past curator of the Nieman Foun-
dation.

Giles wrote of the Connection coverage:
“Its stories gave voice to the homeless. Its

stories effectively portrayed the plight of the
poor living in tents and other makeshift shel-
ters. It reported on how poverty and
homelessness affects children. It examined the
causes of homelessness and explained why
people don’t have a place to live even when
some have a job. It reported on the role of gov-
ernment and groups that advocate for the poor.

It provided extensive lists of community orga-
nizations with missions to help the poor and
homeless, and told how individuals could vol-
unteer.

“It invited knowledgeable citizens to contrib-
ute guest editorials that offered perspectives
and fresh ideas for addressing the problems of

homelessness.”
The online component of the home-

less project also won first place in the
multimedia category. Edited by Michael

O’Connell, the project included stories, video
and photos by Victoria Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie
Hammer, Bonnie Hobbs and Amber Healy.

The Connection Newspapers group, includ-
ing the Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount
Vernon Gazette and Centre View and Potomac
Almanac, won 45 awards in all.

The Alexandria Gazette Packet won 17
awards.

The top award winner was Michael Lee Pope,
who won 12 awards including first place for
government writing; health, science and envi-
ronmental writing; in-depth or investigative

reporting; breaking news and public safety
writing.

In addition to her work on the homeless
project, photographer Deb Cobb won indi-
vidual first place awards for photo illustration
for a cover depicting a vampire; for an online
slide show of “wounded warriors at bat,” and
for general news photo.

Bonnie Hobbs won two first place awards,
one for education writing and one for feature
portfolio. Alex McVeigh won first place for in
depth or investigative reporting for his cover-
age of a land use issue in Great Falls. Montie
Martin won two first place awards, one for
business writing, the other for personal ser-
vice writing.

The Children’s Connection won an award
and judges said it was a “simple and elegant
idea showcasing children’s artwork, a great
way to attract young readers.”

While it is gratifying and fun to win awards,
it reflects our mission to tell the stories of the
local community. We welcome your ideas and
suggestions about what we should be cover-
ing now.

Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

www.twitter.com/marykimm

VPA Award for Journalistic Integrity and
Community Service; plus 44 other awards.

Connection Wins Public Service
Award for Homeless Coverage

Editorial

 See a complete list of winners on
page 8

❖ Virginia Press Association 2011
Award for Journalistic Integrity and Com-
munity Service

❖ Michael O’Connell, Victoria Ross,
Deb Cobb, Robbie Hammer, Bonnie
Hobbs, Amber Healy, 1st Place, Fairfax
Connection, Multimedia Feature Report,

An End to Homelessness,
Judges comments: Wow. This is an amaz-
ing endeavor. The print and digital
components complement
each other nicely, although
I would have liked to see
some aggressive promotion
of digital from print. The
video and photo gallery

provide nice layers to the overall
storytelling. The webpage
featuring your original cov-
erage will be an excellent home to keep
following this important topic. Well-
done.

❖ Alex McVeigh, 1st Place, Great Falls
Connection, In-Depth Or Investigative
Reporting

❖ Bonnie Hobbs, 1st
place, Centre View, Educa-

tion Writing, Judges Comments: What
the judges really appreciate about
Bonnie’s stories is that each one is a
unique, interesting and very readable
story that makes the sometimes dry sub-
ject of education coverage appealing to
readers. Much more than the “school
board did this and the school board did that” type sto-
ries that so many newspapers publish, not to say that
this coverage is not important. Bonnie’s work really
made us want to read it. Good job, and congratula-
tions.

❖ Bonnie Hobbs, 1st place, Centre View, Feature
Writing Portfolio, Judges comments: These entries
were fantastic. Great writing style really makes these
unique stories shine. Nicely packaged final product.
Well done!

❖ Deb Cobb, 1st place, Fairfax Connection, Online
Slideshow, Wounded Warriors at Bat

❖ Deb Cobb, 1st place, Fairfax Connection, General
News Photo, Warm Welcome, Judges comments: I love
how every subject in this photo is engaged into a mo-

ment. Wonderful.
❖ Deb Cobb, 1st Place, Burke Connection, Photo-Il-

lustration, Vampire Feast, Judges comments: The
intensity in the model’s face combined with the high
contrast photo make this a dynamic illustration for a
story about vampires.

❖ Victoria Ross, 2nd place, Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton, In-Depth Or Investigative Report-
ing

❖ Jon Roetman, 2nd place, Fairfax
Station/Clifton/Lorton, Sports Writing
Portfolio, Judges comments: This entry
exhibits solid sports report-
ing, plain and simple. The
completeness of these sto-
ries is the name of the game

here. The reporter demonstrates versatil-
ity, switching from feature to news
writing within the articles themselves,
giving the reader the whole story.

❖ Jeanne Theismann, 2nd place,
Mount Vernon Gazette, Feature Story Writing, 10th
Anniversary of 9-11, Judges comments: Good job of

writing about the 10-year anniversary of
9/11 — many stories were written, this
was one of the better ones. Nice work.

❖ Louise Krafft, 2nd place, Mount
Vernon Gazette, Picture Story or Essay,
Graduation Day in the Mount Vernon
District, Judges comments: Good variety
of a regular event in the community.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 2nd
place, Mount Vernon Ga-

zette, Business and Financial Writing
❖ Lashawn Avery-Simon,

2nd Place, Arlington Con-
nection, General News
Photo, ribbon cutting at
park, Judges comments:
great expression and tight
composition

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 2nd Place, Arling-
ton Connection, Health,
Science and Environmental

Writing, Judges comments: Excellent
writing. Diverse topics. Took what could
be dry material and led me through it and
kept me interested. Good work.

❖ Marilyn Campbell, 2nd Place, Great
Falls Connection, Personal Service Writ-
ing, Beating the Holiday Blues, Great

American Smokeout, Getting into ‘Right Fit’ Private
School; Judges comments: Trio of strong entries.

❖ Mike O’Connell, Victoria Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie
Hammer, Bonnie Hobbs, Amber Healy 2nd place,
Fairfax Connection, Special Sections or Special Edi-
tions, End to Homelessness, Judges
comments: “End to Homelessness” tab. It
is nice to see a newspaper commit to a
project such as this in the form of a spe-
cial tab.

❖ Julia O’Donoghue, 2nd place,
Fairfax Connection, Education Writing
W2W06 31912 Judges comments: Very
nice variety in these stories, again, like
the first place winner, going much deeper
into the multitude of possibilities available in coverage
of education and schools.

❖ Kenny Lourie, longtime columnist
and Connection advertising representa-
tive, won two 1st place awards from the
Maryland Delaware DC
Press Association, one for
local column and one for
sports column. Lourie has
been writing about his od-
yssey with Stage IV lung

cancer, and the judges noted: “Writer
chooses tough subject, his own mortality,

and handles it quite well.
He gives us an honest look
at a very personal issue.”

❖ Kemal Kurspahic, Laurence Foong,
Amna Rehmatulla, 3rd place, Reston
Connection, Special Sections or Special
Editions W2M08 30698, Children’s Con-
nection, Judges comments:
Simple and elegant idea

showcasing children’s artwork, a great
way to attract young readers.

❖ Victoria Ross, 3rd
place, Fairfax Connection,
In-Depth Or Investigative
Reporting

❖ Mary Kimm, 3rd Place,
Burke Connection, Editorial
Writing, Judges comments: Mary Kimm’s
columns are strong, particularly the one
taking to task a school board on its disci-
plinary procedures in light of a student’s

suicide. The community is better for her work.
❖ Michael Pope, 3rd place, Mount Vernon Gazette,

In-Depth Or Investigative Reporting

WINNING ENTRIES, CONNECTION, CENTRE VIEW

Alex
McVeigh

Bonnie
Hobbs
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Hammer
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Victoria
Ross

Jon
Roetman

Jeanne
Theismann
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Krafft
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Lashawn
Avery-
Simon

Marilyn
Campbell

Julia
O’Donoghue

Kenny
Lourie

Kemal
Kurspahic

Laurence
Foong

Amna
Rehmatulla

Mary
Kimm
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Oriental Rug
Cleaning In
Our Plant

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

Since 1928

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
& Fri. 9-6

Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 48 years

Carpets on Sale!

41.00$ Sq. yd.
Installed with 6 lb. Pad
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❖ Staff, SECOND
PLACE, General
Makeup,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet
❖ Staff, SECOND
PLACE, Lifestyle or
Entertaiment
Pages, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Jeanne
Theismann,
SECOND PLACE,
Headline Writing,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet
❖ Jeanne
Theismann,
SECOND PLACE,

Business & Financial Writing, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Jeanne Theismann, SECOND
PLACE, Feature Story Writing,
Mount Vernon Gazette
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND
PLACE, Personal Service Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND
PLACE, Health, Science &
Environmental Writing, Arlington Connection
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND PLACE, Business

& Financial Writing, Mount
Vernon Gazette
❖ Lashawn Avery-Simon,
SECOND PLACE, General News
Photo, Arlington Connection
❖ Mike O’Connell, Victoria Ross,
Deb Cobb, Robbie Hammer,
Bonnie Hobbs, Amber Healy,
SECOND PLACE, Special Sections
or Special Editions, Fairfax
Connection

❖ Julia O’Donoghue, SECOND PLACE, Education
Writing, Fairfax Connection
❖ Marilyn Campbell, SECOND
PLACE, Personal Service Writing,
Great Falls Connection
❖ Victoria Ross, SECOND PLACE,
In-Depth or Investigative
Reporting, Fairfax Station/
Clifton/ Lorton Connection
❖ Jon Roetman, SECOND PLACE,
Sports Writing Portfolio, Fairfax Station/ Clifton/
Lorton Connection

❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Breaking News Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Government Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Health, Science &
Environmental Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet

❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Public Safety Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Montie Martin, FIRST PLACE,
Business & Financial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Montie Martin, FIRST PLACE,
Personal Service Writing,

Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, Photo
Illustration, Burke Connection
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, General
News Photo, Fairfax Connection
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, Online
Slide Show, Fairfax Connection
❖ Bonnie Hobbs,
FIRST PLACE,

Education Writing, Centre View
North
❖ Bonnie Hobbs, FIRST PLACE,
Feature Writing Portfolio, Centre
View North
❖ Michael O’Connell, Victoria
Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie
Hammer, Bonnie Hobbs,

Amber Healy,
FIRST PLACE, Multimedia Feature
Report, Fairfax Connection
❖ Alex McVeigh, FIRST PLACE, In-
Depth or Investigative Reporting,
Great Falls
Connection
❖ Kenny Lourie,
FIRST PLACE, Local

Column, Potomac Almanac
❖ Kenny Lourie, FIRST PLACE,
Sports Column, Potomac
Almanac
❖ Ken Moore, Mary Kimm,
Robbie Hammer, FIRST PLACE,
Continuing News Coverage, Potomac Almanac

❖ Louise Krafft,
SECOND PLACE,
Picture Story or
Essay, Mount
Vernon Gazette
❖ Ken Moore,
Laurence Foong,
SECOND PLACE,
Infographics,
Potomac Almanac
❖ Carole Dell,
SECOND PLACE,
Local Column,
Potomac Almanac
❖ Susan Belford,
SECOND PLACE,
Feature Story,
Profile, Potomac
Almanac
❖ Louise Krafft, THIRD PLACE,
Pictorial Photo, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD
PLACE, Breaking News Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE,
Business & Financial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet

❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Writing, Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting, Mount Vernon Gazette
❖ Mary Kimm, THIRD PLACE, Editorial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Mary Kimm, THIRD PLACE, Editorial Writing,
Burke Connection
❖ Victoria Ross, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting, Fairfax Connection

❖ Kemal Kurspahic,
Laurence Foong,
Amna Rehmatulla,
THIRD PLACE,
Special Sections or
Special Editions,
Reston
Connection

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Great People • Great Papers • Great Readers

Winner of the 2011 Virginia Press Association Award
for Journalistic Integrity and Community Service

Award-Winning Connection Newspapers
More Reasons the Connection Newspapers are the Best-Read Community Papers

Winners of Awards in the 2011 Virginia Press Association
and Maryland-Delaware-D.C. Press Association Editorial Contests

To see award-winning entries: www.connectionnewspapers.com/2011Awards
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Time to schedule
your child’s cleaning

during
Summer Vacation!

• Thursday, 4/26/12:  Pete Baker
• Friday, 4/27/12:  Willem Dicke
• Saturday, 4/28/12:  Andy Bopp

LIVE Music!
Every Weekend 9:30pm-1:30am

Catch all the games
here at O’Sullivan’s!

SPORTS
ON 7 HDTV’s!

By David Siegel

The Connection

W
ith rich, memorable characters,
a dark comedy about family
members challenging each other”
will drop in at Center Stage, said

Andrew JM Regiec, director of “August Osage
County.” Complete with unforgettable family mem-
bers living a very unique family life style the show is
“fodder for how people communicate with each other
with quite unexpected manners.”

Written by Tracy Letts, “August Osage County” was
the 2008 Pulitzer Prize winner for Drama and 2008
Tony Award winner for Best Play. It is frank, written
for mature audiences.

The setting is modern day Oklahoma: a large coun-
try home. The story centers upon the middle-class
Weston Family; a multi-generation family with its
own full share of discord, secrets, abrasiveness, ad-
dictions, quick tongues and loads of comic touches
reveling much.

Reston Community Players Director Regiec has put
together an ensemble cast of 13 that spans many
ages and much experience. “While the particular situ-
ations in the show may seem unique, the play really
is about universal situations. It is about how we learn

to recognize and then push the buttons of those we
know.”

During a recent interview, Regiec made connec-
tions between Lett’s “August Osage County” and the
“story building” playwriting of Tennessee Williams.
He mentioned how both playwrights take on “the
inner workings of a family and their struggles, mak-
ing them fascinating.”

Mary Suib, a veteran of area professional and com-
munity theater is the Weston mother, “a woman of
great extremes, with intense strong feelings built
upon the tremendous frustrations she has experi-
enced over her life.” For Suib, what is most unique is
that her character’s “frustrations just burst out of her,
she has no filters to stop her.”

Mark J. Yeager, with 25 years of acting experience,
plays the patriarch of the family. For Yeager, his “char-
acter has real personality, a cerebral sort who gets
wrapped up in his words, speaking with a dry, al-
most arrogant humor.” His role sets off the evening
with a monologue which “must grab the audience’s
attention so that he matters when others speak about
him throughout the play.”

Barbara Fordham is cast as one of the Weston’s
three daughters. Hers is “a tough character, wicked
funny. She is part of a family that cannot filter them-
selves when they speak.” Fordham said, “we all keep
and use secrets in our families; whether families by
blood, choice or chance. People will be able to relate
to this show.”

Reston Community Players
presents Tony winner
‘August Osage County.’

All in Family
Where and When

Reston Community Center, Center Stage Theater,
Hunters Wood Village Center, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Reston, Virginia, 20191. Performances: April 27 –
May 12, 8 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays 2:30
p.. Matinee on May 6. Tickets: $15-$18. Phone
703-476-4500 or visit: www.restonplayers.org. Note:
contains frank family melodrama laced with bitter com-
edy, sexuality, profanity, and mature themes. Not
recommended for children under 13.

Seated first row, from left:
Dino Coppa, Marisa
Johnson, KJ Jacks, Andra
Dindzans, Lee Slivka;
second row: Gayle Nichols-
Grimes, Rich Bird, Mary
Suib, Mark Yeager; back
row standing: Randall
Baughman, David Gorsline,
Matt Williams, Leta Hall.

Photo Courtesy of

Reston Community Players

“

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 25
Open Mic Night. 9:30 p.m-1:30 a.m.

Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon. Every
Wednesday. Register your band at
BluesSlide@aol.com or 703-593-
5206. www.jimmystavern.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 26
Fenwick Fellow Lecture and

Reception. 2 p.m. George Mason
University, Johnson Center
Instruction Room, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. With Dr. Michael

Chang, 2010-2011 Fenwick Fellow,
on “Service at the Manchu Court: The
Young Kangxi Emperor and His
Personal Advisors.” Refreshments
served. 703-993-2491 or
dhogan1@gmu.edu.

Comedy Night. 8:30 p.m. p.m. Sully’s,
14513 Lee Jackson Highway,
Chantilly. Every Thursday. 703-818-
9292 or mysullys.com.

Soprano Hilary Park with David
Lang. 2 p.m. Reston Community
Center, Hunters Woods, Center
Stage, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston.
Free. 703-503-3384 or -476-4500.

Friends Book Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. All
ages. 703-689-2700.

Singer/Songwriter John
McCutcheon. 8 p.m. The Barns at
Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
Folk music. $22. www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 27
Concert Pianist Joyce Yang. 8 p.m.

The Barns at Wolftrap, 1551 Trap
Road, Vienna. Including pieces by
Bach, Schumann, and Brahms. $35.
www.wolftrap.org.

Friends Book Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. All
ages. 703-689-2700.

SATURDAY/APRIL 28
Operation Care Package 5k. 9 a.m.

Lake Fairfax Park, 1400 Lake Fairfax
Drive, Reston. Race to raise funds for
postage for servicemembers,
featuring finishers ceremony with
refreshments, awards and raffle
prizes. Register at www.active.com/

See Entertainment,  Page 11

Entertainment

Theatre



10  ❖  Reston Connection  ❖  April 25- May 1, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Reston Connection  ❖  April 25- May 1, 2012  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

Impatiens
97¢

Reg. $1.89
Japanese Maples 30% Off

~ Over 200 Varieties ~

Trees &
Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Trees &
Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Trees &
Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Trees &
Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

b
b

To Highlight your Faith Community,
Call Karen at 703-917-6468

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Sundays
8:30 AM Sanctuary, Traditional Worship Service
10:00 AM Garden, Traditional Worship Service
11:00 AM Connection, Contemporary Worship Service

other weekly services
 5:30 PM Saturdays: Relax & Renew, Casual Worship Service

Herndon
United Methodist Church

www.HerndonUMC.org

701 Bennett St., Herndon, VA
703-707-6271

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

b
b

Entertainment

running/reston-va/operation-care-
package-5k-2012.

Friends Book Sale. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. All
ages. 703-689-2700.

Cheery Chickadees. 10:30 a.m.
Walker Nature Education Center,
11450 Glade Drive, Reston.
Reservations required by April 25.
$5-$8. For age 3-5 accompanied by
an adult. Reserve at 703-476-9689 or
naturecenter@reston.org.

Virginia Ballet Company: Swan
Lake. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Northern
Virginia Community College Ernst
Cultural Center Theater, 4001
Wakefield Chapel Road, Annandale.
Tchaikovsky’s four-act full-length
classic ballet, with local dancers
Christine Gilmore and Eleni Thomas
alternating in the role of Odette/
Odile.
www.virginiaballetcompany.org.

Arts Reception and Performance.
Reston Community Center, Lake
Anne Plaza, Reston. “Play,” an
exhibition of sculpture by six regional
artists, at 5 p.m., followed by “Out of
Place,” a site-situated installation and
contemporary dance performance, at
7:30 p.m.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

Folk Duo The Nields. 7:30 p.m. The
Barns at Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Traditional folk music. $18.
www.wolftrap.org.

Artists’ Reception. 5-7 p.m. Greater
Reston Arts Center (GRACE), 12001
Market St., Suite 103, Reston. “Play”
features six artists linked by
imagination and a childlike
engagement with materials and
concepts. www.restonarts.org or 703-
471-9242.

Yard Sale and Car Wash. 7:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. South Lakes High School,
11400 South Lakes Drive, Reston.
Yard sale proceeds benefit the Choral
Arts Department, car wash proceeds
benefit the class of 2015.
wallertraci3@gmail.com.

Puppy Prance Fun Walk and
Canine Carnival. 10 a.m. Lake
Fairfax Park, 1400 Lake Fairfax
Drive, Reston. For families and dogs
over 4 months old, followed by
demos, contests, vendors, food,
games and prizes. Proceeds benefit

paws4people/paws4vets.
www.puppyprance.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 29
Virginia Ballet Company: Swan

Lake. 2 p.m. Northern Virginia
Community College Ernst Cultural
Center Theater, 4001 Wakefield
Chapel Road, Annandale.
Tchaikovsky’s four-act full-length
classic ballet, with local dancers
Christine Gilmore and Eleni Thomas
alternating in the role of Odette/
Odile.
www.virginiaballetcompany.org.

Friends Book Sale. 1-3:30 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. All
ages. 703-689-2700.

How to Make a Solar Oven. 1 p.m.
Walker Nature Center, 11450 Glade
Drive, Reston. Recommended for
children age 10 and up. Supplies
provided. $5-$8. 703-476-9689 or
naturecenter@reston.org.

April Bird Walk: Twin Branches.
7:30 a.m. Twin Branches Trail,
intersection of Twin Branches and
Glade Drive, Reston. Age 16 and up.
Beginning and expert birders
welcome. 703-476-9689 or
naturecenter@reston.org.

International Chamber Soloists. 2

p.m. Reston Community Center,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. A
group of young string players from
all over the world.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 2
Nature’s Altered Seasons. 7 p.m.

USGS, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston. Free public lecture with Dr.
Jake Weltzin. The USA National
Phenology Network, a program
sponsored by USGS, is a national
effort to help track the timing of
plant and animal activity as an
indicator of environmental variation
and climate change. This
presentation describes current
results. Federal facility, photo Id
required. www.usgs.gov/
public_lecture_series.

Open Mic Night. 9:30 p.m-1:30 a.m.
Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon. Every
Wednesday. Register your band at
BluesSlide@aol.com or 703-593-
5206. www.jimmystavern.com.

THURSDAY/MAY 3
The Phoenix Winds Trio. 2 p.m.

Reston Community Center, Hunters
Woods, Center Stage, 2310 Colts
Neck Road, Reston. Jane Hughes on

The International Chamber Soloists will perform at the
Reston Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck Road in
Reston, on Sunday, April 29 at 2 p.m. Founded in 2004
by violinist Dmitri Berlinsky, they are a group of young
string players from all over the world.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

From Page 9

THURSDAY/APRIL 26
Oakton HIgh School Dance Team

Tryouts. 4 p.m. Oakton High
School, 2900 Sutton Road, Vienna.
alphajane@aol.com.

Registration Open House. 9:30-
11:30 a.m. Clifton Children’s
Academy, 14315 Compton Road,
Centreville. For fall 2012
kindergarten and preschool classes
and summer camp. Reserve at 703-
968-8455 or
www.childrensacademy.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 27
Fairfax County Volunteer Service

Awards Breakfast. 8 a.m.
Waterford, 6715 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Honor volunteers who
are dedicated to improving life in
Fairfax County and finding new ways
to serve. www.volunteerfairfax.org or
703-246-3816.

SATURDAY/APRIL 28
Fairfax County Women in the

NAACP Voter Registration
Drive. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Reston
Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. 703-470-2137 or
www.fairfaxvawin.org.

Fairfax County Women in the
NAACP Voter Registration
Drive. 1-3 p.m. Herndon
Community Center, 814 Ferndale
Ave., Herndon. 703-470-2137 or
www.fairfaxvawin.org.

Useful Services Exchange (USE)
Meet and Greet. 1-3 p.m. Walker
Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Learn about USE, a time
bank through which services are
traded. Live music and refreshments.
Membership $10/year for Reston/
Herndon residents.
www.restonuse.org or 703-860-5141.

Federal Resume Development
Workshop. 10 a.m. Floris United
Methodist Church, 13600 Frying Pan
Road, Herndon.  Create a federal-
styled resume. $25-$35. 703-281-
4928.

SUNDAY/APRIL 29
Our Constitution and How it has

Evolved Since 1788. 12:45 p.m.
Fairfax Unitarian Church, 2709
Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. Focus will
be on the profound changes from the
original provisions and also the
continual tension affecting the role of
religion as originally provided in the
First Amendment.

Cat Adoption. 1-4 p.m. PetSmart,
11860 Spectrum Center, Reston.
Every Sunday. Sponsored by Lost
Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation.
www.lostdogrescue.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 30
Kindergarten Information

Meeting. 1:30-3:30 p.m. Forest Edge
Elementary, 1501 Becontree Lane,
Reston. Kindergarten orientation.
Register at 703-925-8000.

TUESDAY/MAY 1
Online Tools to Manage Lyme and

Co-infections. 7 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,
Oakton. Track diagnoses, symptoms,
and treatment plans using a web-
based program. Laptop
recommended. Free, register at
JournalMgr@TBIJournal.com or
www.tbijournal.com.

Bulletin Board To have community events listed in the Connection, send to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

Correction
On the cover of the April 18-24 issue, the caption for the photo

reads “co-chairs Michael Clarke and Cathy Vivona…” The female on
the cover is Valerie Novak, who was one of the event’s co-chairs.

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Sports
Reston Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Amiee Freeman

The Connection

R
edskins linebacker
Lorenzo Alexander
along with teammate
Kedric Golson and

several other current and former
Redskins traded in their shoulder
pads and football helmets for bik-
ing shorts and biking helmets for
the third annual Ride to Provide,
a charity bike ride, Saturday April
21.

Approximately 150 riders joined
Alexander in the event which
raised nearly $10,000 for
Alexander’s ACES (Accountability,
Community, Education and Sport)
Foundation, serving youth in
Alexander’s hometown of Oak-
land, Calif., and his adopted home-
town of Washington, DC, and Ride
2 Recovery, a national-wide pro-
gram designed to promote men-
tal and physical healing among
returned military service mem-
bers.

To participate, adult riders paid
a $50 registration fee. Riders were
also able to enter a raffle to ride
with a Redskin or media person-
ality. Media personalities on hand
included Kelli Johnson of Comcast
SportsNet and ESPN’s Chris
Russell. Howiette, Pork Chop and
Boss Hogette of the Hogettes were
also on hand. Howiette said the
Hogettes participate in 110 char-
ity events per year and were happy
to attend this one.

Riders were able to choose from
10, 20, 35 or 53 mile rides. The
event began at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day at Reston Town Center. Rid-
ers rode at least part of the ride
on the adjacent Washington and
Old Dominion Trail. The Bike
Lane, a bike shop located at Reston
Town Center, provided tech sup-
port prior to the event and rented
out loaner bikes.

Prior to the event and sporting
a blue and gold University of Cali-

The Silly and the Serious Mix at Bicycling Charity Event
Redskins’ linebacker Alexander
hosts third annual Ride to Provide.

Washington Redskins’ linebacker Lorenzo
Alexander chats with Ride to Provide
participants prior to Saturday’s charity
bike ride. This is the third year Alexander
has hosted this event.

Reston residents, Josie Morrow, Aaron
Fleet and Mason Rothman with dog Toby
in basket came ready to ride.

fornia biking jersey, Alexander
looked like just another cyclist
getting ready for a ride. He ex-
plained that he became involved
in cycling a few years ago through
the Tour de Cure, a biking charity
event which promotes awareness
and fundraising for diabetes pre-
vention and cure. Alexander is also
a spokesman for the National Kid-
ney Foundation. Diabetes research
and prevention, and the work pro-
moted by the National Kidney
Foundation are causes that are
personally important to Alexander
as there is a history of diabetes in
his family. Over the past few years,
however, Alexander has expanded
his interests to working with in-
ner-city children.

“Me and Kedric really got into
cycling a few years ago. We rode
in the Tour de Cure a few years
ago and saw how beneficial it is.
It’s really a good event for a good
cause. I decided that I wanted to
do a similar event for causes that
are close to my heart,” said
Alexander.

Alexander along with his wife
started ACES in 2008. The mission
of ACES, as stated on its website,
is “to support youth through em-
phasizing self-accountability, tak-
ing pride in community, striving
for educational excellence while
promoting a healthy mind and
body through sports.”

Alexander admitted just like ev-
eryone else, he has difficulty
squeezing exercising into his busy
schedule. Of course, as a profes-
sional football player, the major-
ity of his schedule involves exer-
cising. However, since adding chil-
dren to his life, he said, he has had
trouble making time for indoor cy-
cling or outdoor rides. Alexander
and his wife have two young
daughters. In addition to his work,
family and charity activities,
Alexander and Golson own a
Pilates studio in Ashburn, Studio
MBS.

UPON FIRST ENTERING the
staging area, a trio of cyclists from
Reston dressed in non-traditional
biking attire were the first to catch
many eyes. Josie Morrow was
dressed as though she were
headed for an Oktoberfest party,
Aaron Fleet was dressed as a hip-
pie with an Orange Crush t-shirt,
and Mason Rothman was wearing
a kilt (with biking shorts under-
neath). The three, plus their Chi-
huahua, Toby, riding as a passen-
ger in basket attached to Morrow’s
handlebars, were geared up to do
the 20 mile ride.

“We like doing a lot of Reston
activities,” said Rothman. “Plus,
this is for a good cause.” Rothman
also said the three were former
members of the armed services.
The fact that the event supported
Ride 2 Recovery was especially
important to them, he said.

Morrow said she never thought
she would live outside Washing-
ton, D.C., but she really enjoys liv-
ing in Reston. Part of her love of
living in Reston is participating in
events such as the Ride to Provide.
“It’s a wonderful event,” said Mor-
row.

Dr. Hirad Bagy of United
Wellness Center, a chiropractic and
physical therapy practice based in
Herndon, participated in the event
with his 8-year-old son Kian and
three other members of the United
Wellness team. Bagy is also the
Redskin’s official team chiroprac-
tor.

“We are happy to be part of this
event. It looks like a great turn-
out,” said Bagy.

Kian said he had been training
for the event by riding his bike up
and down his driveway. Team
United Wellness was geared up for

the 10-mile ride.
In addition to the costumed rid-

ers and the families was a team of
riders with matching red, white
and blue jerseys riding for Team
Ride 2 Recovery. This team was
composed of returned service
members, veterans and their fami-
lies. The goal of Ride 2 Recovery
is to promote physical and mental
rehabilitation for wounded veter-
ans. Most riders on this team Sat-
urday rode conventional bikes,
however, there were also a few
recumbent bikes and bikes with
specially designed handlebars and
clips to aid riders who had been
wounded in combat.

“Cycling is really beneficial for
physical, emotional and mental
health,” said Team R2R rider
Connie Depner of Woodbridge. “It
gets you out of your head and onto
your bike.”
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The Northern Region’s 30 varsity
high school girls’ lacrosse teams will each
compete in their respective first round
district tournament games next Friday,
May 4. The region is made up of four
districts - the Liberty, Concorde, Patriot,
and National Districts.

But the f irst  round distr ict
postseason games will be extra special
this spring because they will benefit
breast cancer research. The Friday

night of district tournament field hockey
is being dubbed the first annual ‘Virginia
High School League (VHSL) Tournament
for a Cure.’

VHSL is the governing body of high school
sports in Virginia.

Each of the Friday night district first
round contests will be played at different
locations in support of, and for the aware-
ness of, breast cancer research and its cure.
Proceeds from the postseason games will

be given to the Susan G. Komen Founda-
tion.

More than 625 girls’ lacrosse players from
the region will take the field for the
postseason showcase wearing the same
‘pink’ attire, unified in their support for the
breast cancer awareness cause. All of the
players will be wearing pink hair wraps,
pink ribbon shoe laces, and pink ribbon
pins.

The multi- site, multi- team, near simul-

taneous effort is the first of its kind and
one in which the Northern Region Girls
Lacrosse Coaches Association hopes will
become an annual event.

“It is a unique and first of its kind tour-
nament in support of breast cancer
awareness, its research and cure,” said
Lindsey Linden, the head coach of the
South Lakes High girls’ lacrosse team.

Fundraising for this year’s district tour-
naments was left to each team.

Reston, Herndon Sports Notes
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Arlington
2705 N. Somerset St ........$735,000..........Sun 1-4.........Debbie Gibbons..............Weichert .. 703 283-2722

Burke
5700 Wigfield Way............$574,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808
6236 Garretson St.............$519,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808
9500 Waterline Dr.............$559,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808

Centreville
5806 Ridings Manor Pl ..... $999,000..........Sun 1-4 ........... Anna Edwards......Long & Foster .. 703 309-1282

Clifton
12129 Beaver Creek Rd.....$950,000..........Sun 1-4...........Diane Lenahan.............Wolf Run..703-283-7328

Fairfax
4110 Oxford Ln.................$293,000..........Sun 1-4 ......... Barbara Blumer...Coldwell Banker..703-405-5993
5430 Ashleigh Rd..............$899,000..........Sun 1-4.............Kinder Saund......Long & Foster..202-369-5597
12460 Blissful Valley Dr....$530,000..........Sun 1-3 ............... Laura Davis.....Samson Props..703-282-8112

Fairfax Station
9741 South Park Cir..........$774,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808

Herndon
12545 Browns Ferry Rd .... $530,000..........Sun 1-4............Chris Cochran..............Weichert .. 703 593-4954
1482 Kingstream Dr..........$549,900..........Sun 1-4 ............ Karen Kidwell......Long & Foster..703-216-7437
13108 Frog Hollow Ct ....... $564,900..........Sun 1-4..........Troy Sponaugle.....Samson Props..703-408-5560
13542 Davinci Ln #47.......$324,900..........Sun 1-4 .......... Suzanne Burch...........Century 21..703-328-5606
636 Oak St........................$889,740..Sat/Sun 11-5 .................Tim Walsh...............RE/MAX..703-447-2236
1347 Butter Churn Dr........$479,000..........Sun 1-4...Carolyn Pennington...............RE/MAX..703-283-9346

Kingstowne/Alexandria
6282 Wills St ....................$387,000..........Sun 1-4...............Dean Moore.....Samson Props..571-278-9161

Leesburg
43180 Eleni St .................. $425,000..........Sun 1-4............Jo Ann Prociv......Long & Foster..703-968-7000

McLean
1023 Shipman Ln...........$1,995,000....Sat/Sun 1-4 .................. Ali Khazai .................Fairfax..703-785-4600
1497 Teague Dr..............$1,750,000..........Sun 1-4....................Pat Buck.........McEnearney..703-738-9537
1822 Dalmation ................ $675,000...........Sat 1-4...........Casey Samson.....Samson Props..703-508-2535

Oakton
2964 Palmer St..............$1,150,000..........Sun 1-4 ............Beth Anspach......Long & Foster..703-938-4200
3403 Lyrac St....................$775,000..........Sun 1-4..Jeremy Cunningham ................. Redfin..703-955-1832

Potomac Falls
20249 Water Mark Pl ....... $979,000..........Sun 1-4 .. Marianne McKittrick...............RE/MAX..703-444-3111

Reston
11487 Waterview Cluster .. $499,900.........Sun  2-5........Maribeth Kenney...............RE/MAX..703-620-8885
1692 Moorings Dr.............$549,900..........Sun 1-4............Matthew Chae.....Keller Williams..703-222-3300
11616 Ivystone Ct # 301...$270,000.........Sun 1-4 ............... Peter Burke..............Weichert..703-786-3334
2491 Freetown Dr ............. $429,000..........Sun 1-4..........Troy Sponaugle.....Samson Props..703-408-5560
1308 Pavilion Club Way .... $750,000..........Sun 1-4............Tena Nauheim......Long & Foster..703-873-3500
1567 Autumn Ridge Cir.....$399,500..........Sun 1-4...........Connie Crosby......Long & Foster..703-790-1990
1624 Fieldthorn Dr............$324,900..........Sun 1-4.......Frankie Raybould..............Weichert..703-264-0000

Vienna
116 Cherry Cir SW.........$1,325,000...........Sat 1-4.............Susan Fadoul......Long & Foster..703-402-1717
1807 Vance Pl...................$699,000..........Sun 1-4 .... Kathleen Hanrahan......Long & Foster..703-873-3500
2109 Post Rd.................$1,199,000..........Sun 1-4 ........ Eileen Summers......Long & Foster..703-759-9190
2532 W. Meredith Dr.....No price yet.........Sun  1-4...........Casey Samson.....Samson Props..703-508-2535
9874 Sweet Mint Dr E ....... $434,000..........Sun 1-4 .........Moses Mazloon.....Keller Williams..703-338-1154

1482 Kingstream Drive, Herndon • $549,900 • Open Sunday
1-4 p.m.• Karen Kidwell, Long & Foster, 703-216-7437

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, APRIL 28 & 29

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please call Karen Pechacek-Washburn
at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail the info to

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

Opinion

By Jack Kenny

Past President,

Republican Club of Greater Reston

I
t started in January, 2012 when the Vir-
ginia General Assembly convened for the
2012 Session. The Democrats, unhappy
over being turned down in their bid for

power-sharing in committee assignments com-
menced a guerilla action – putting partisan
politics ahead of the needs of Virginians. The
first budget was DOA. The next was a refusal to ne-
gotiate. Then, it was healthcare and education. Fi-
nally, it devolved to a $300M earmark for funding
Rail-to-Dulles Phase II.

The final budget provided a sound, disciplined
approach to meeting the key needs and functions of
our government: K-12 public education got an in-
crease of $500B; higher education got a $200M in-
crease; transportation got an extra $10B; health and
education got $44M for our safety net, 225 intellec-
tual disability waivers and 80 developmentally dis-
abled waiver slots and more beds at the Northern
Virginia Mental Health Institute. The Virginia Retire-
ment System was reformed and additional money
was allocated to meet actuarial requirements which
enabled Moody’s to rate it credit positive: a historic
first. The budget would also have funded 23 vacant
judgeships in courts around the state that will re-
duce a growing backlog of cases.

The budget was not passed during the regular 60-
day session. The Governor had to call a special ses-
sion at additional costs to get to an agreed upon
budget of $85B covering the next two years. The
delay caused by Democrat demands for funding the
Silver Line – Phase II started to spin out of control.
Local governments, school boards, state universities
and agencies, attempting to finalize their operating
budgets starting July 1 – the new fiscal year were

stymied. VDOT notified its con-
tractors that as of May 1, they
could not authorize any additional
work. In short, we came danger-
ously close to a shutdown of the
state government.

The Democrats picked what they
thought would be a political win-
ner in contributing to the comple-

tion of the Silver Line: the proposal to come up with
the $300M included raising the state borrowing limit
by $300M. This would allow the state to borrow
$300M. That ploy ran aground rather quickly when
it was pointed out that it would be like using a credit
card to make a car-payment. It was pointed out that
if the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority,
managing the Silver Line project restructured their
debt, tolls could be reduced by 90 cents a trip. With
the $300M contribution, the fare reduction would
be only 40 cents a trip.

What happened at the end? One of the Democrat
signatories to the budget agreement, Senator Charles
J. Colgan (D-Manassas) went back on his signed
pledge and voted no on the final budget. Thereby
throwing a proverbial monkey wrench into the works.
Our Senator Howell (D-Reston) supported his move.

Whether it was stupidity, senility or just a bad mis-
calculation brought on by the realization that the
Dems would take the fall if a state government shut-
down occurred, a vote was re-scheduled the next day
and Senator Colgan responsibly joined the Senate
Republicans to pass the budget. Thus, Virginia con-
tinues its disciplined approach, holding spending and
taxation at manageable levels and providing an effi-
cient government meeting our core needs that, as
was announced this past week, achieved another
reduction in the state unemployment rate.

Finally - a Budget!
A Differing Point of View

Sad and
Unfortunate
To the Editor:

This letter is a response to a re-
cent column by Jack Kenny regard-
ing the testimony of Sandra Fluke
before Congress [“Creating a
Need,” Reston Connection, March
28-April 3, 2012]. There are sev-
eral demeaning, less than factual
and condescending terms used by
Mr. Kenny to describe/comment
on Ms. Fluke’s testimony. Of note:
Mr. Kenny said “knowing her back-
ground” and that she failed to
mention previous 10 years as an
outspoken activist for women’s
rights. I am unaware that such
activity is unlawful, out of the pur-
view of an American citizen’s right
to free speech or to work for jus-
tice regarding a cause she believes
in. Mr. Kenny stated that what is
“most offensive” is the “idea that
recreational sex is included in re-
productive rights”. What part of
Ms. Fluke’s testimony mentioned
“recreational sex”? Mr. Kenny
omitted the extremely important
fact that birth control pills are pre-

scribed for various painful and
dangerous problems of the female
reproductive system. I know this
because I am a woman and know
many men who also know this
because they care about women.
Mr. Kenny referred to Rush
Limbaugh’s comments regarding
Ms. Fluke as simply “ill-chosen
words” and “colorful”. Mr. Kenny
neglected to mention Mr.
Limbaugh’s “colorful” reference or
request to watch Ms. Fluke hav-
ing this “recreational sex.” There
are words for people who wish to
watch other people having sex.
Perhaps “perverted” comes to
mind. Mr. Kenny stated that birth
control decisions should be be-
tween [among] a woman, her pas-
tor, and her husband. I would not
put the pastor between a husband
and wife but this is a proper
concept...and an amazingly recent
one not favored by some Republi-
can candidates who then espouse
the idea that government should
stay out of citizens’ lives. Mr.
Kenny seems very concerned re-
paying for “unmet needs.” Those
of us who have insurance do that
every day, whether for a very ill

insured person or one who is not
insured.

We are left with the question of
what kind of a country do we
want...one in which uninsured
human beings (children among
them) die for lack of affordable
care or one in which we cooper-
ate to further a nation of the
healthiest and most productive
citizens possible? Mr. Kenny refers
to “the opulent life style of the
occupants of the White House.” Is
he referring solely to the Obamas?
Have we not had wealthy presi-
dents before? And is not the pro-
spective nominee of Mr. Kenny’s
party living in opulence? Is opu-
lence a good thing when one is a
Republican but maligned when a
Democrat? The state of political
discourse in our country is simply
sad and unfortunate and will be a
dark part of our history as a great
country. It does nothing to bring
us together for intelligent and re-
spectful discussion to find answers
to mutual problems. Commentary
such as Mr. Kenny’s does not help.

Elaine Montgomery
Reston

Letters to the Editor
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER GUTTER

Metro Gutter and Home Services
Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

Administrative Assistant-
Ashburn,VA

On Site in Developer’s Construction office; 
Full Time, General AdminSupport; Set up and 
maintain files; typing, copying, and answering 
phones. 5- 10 years Admin experience, Good 
Computer Skills. Respond with cover letter 
and resume to: ctreme@potomacdevgrp.com

Garden Center
Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-

ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 

and locations go to  
www.bellimpact.com

MEDICAL OFFICE

Busy friendly internal medicine office 
has opening for a medical assistant, LPN 
or RN.  20-30 hours per week.  Flexible 
schedule.  Must be experienced in blood 
draws, spirometry, EKG’s and vital signs.  

Call Pat 703-764-4850.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Having recently upgraded my cell phone, I
have finally, due to its larger keys and simplified
data-entry process, learned how to enter “con-
tacts” and their phone numbers as well as select
some of these key contacts for speed-dialing.
This relatively basic function, which had eluded
me for years, has opened up a slew of possibili-
ties, that even I can see will lesson the burden on
my brain to remain engaged. Now I won’t have
to think nearly so much about what I’ve spent
40-plus years doing: dialing a phone number
from memory and/or referring to a phone/
address book for that number. Thanks to my new
phone, I have finally turned the corner of tech-
nology. I have passed “Go.” Next we’ll see where
I land: “Boardwalk” or” Baltic” and see if there is
a monopoly of my time as a result.

One week into my new communication life, I
have entered 16 contacts, some with only one
phone number, others with mobile, home and
work. In addition, I have entered/selected two
speed-dial numbers. Obviously, I have ample
space remaining for future contacts and certainly
more space for speed-dials. Going through the
list of prospective “speed-dialers” and “contacts-
to-be,” I have now reached a point where I’m
sort of looking for people/numbers to add; I sup-
pose you could say I’ve reached the second tier.
I’ve already entered/allocated from the top tier
(most called, most familiar, most logical: friends,
family and business). Yet spots remain, so I’ve
begun a mental search of who/what numbers
might be cell phone-worthy (meaning whose
phone numbers might I want to include in my
cell phone) either as a “contact” or a “speed dial”
since the process of doing so is now clearly
within my rather limited abilities.

Two numbers that I’ve thought about adding –
and which relate directly to this column’s title,
are my car’s auto repair shop and my oncologist.
I have most definitely entered them as contacts.
However, given the semi-precarious nature of
driving a car with 137,000 miles on the odome-
ter, perhaps it would be prudent to assign a
speed dial number to my mechanic. Not that I
want to be calling him that often or have the cir-
cumstances be so time-sensitive that speed – in
our ability to connect with one another over the
phone – is of the essence but, hoping and pray-
ing don’t necessarily make it so. And let’s be hon-
est, my car is not getting any newer.

I have similar feelings toward my oncologist. I
don’t want to have to/need to call him that
quickly, but again, let’s be realistic; I’m probably
not getting any healthier. As such, if I did call
him, presumably it wouldn’t be to inquire about
the weather; more likely it would be to inquire
whether a new symptom or a deterioration of
some kind relating to my being a stage IV lung
cancer survivor (who has now outlived his origi-
nal “13-month-to two-year prognosis” by years) is
significant. But if I’m being honest about my life/
health circumstances, who better to call – and be
able to call quickly and efficiently, than the doc-
tor who is primarily responsible for my well-
being/treatment? I don’t want to feel this way, but
if there’s anything that seems increasingly more
relevant (as I continue to live beyond my original
prognosis), it would be to plan for circumstances
that are beyond my control (although I’m not
saying/admitting to their inevitability), especially
if there are other people (close to me) who might
need some assistance attempting to control those
circumstances, should they occur.

Admitting to their significance – and need
however, and in turn acting/planning on their
behalf, so to speak, are tough pills to swallow.
Never do I want to give credence to my original
diagnosis and accept my fate, sort of. Neverthe-
less, organizing my phone to prepare for the
worst, while still hoping for the best, might be the
best way – for me, to take care of myself and
those closest to me as well. But thinking that
technology, specifically my phone, would play a
major role in that task, is a really big surprise, all
things considered.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Really?

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

HOME CONTRACTOR
COORDINATOR, LLC
Buying or selling a house?

Need help getting organized
and making it move-in ready?

We do scheduling, contractor
selection, quality control, and more.

571-722-2189 • www.hcchelp.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE
Mulching & Edging

10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY
Lic. & Ins! 

540-829-9917

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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1700 Bracknell Drive • Reston, VA 20194
703-435-4900

Reston North Hills/Herndon

1-800-296-2593“I work hard for my agents so they can
work hard for you!” – Anita Lasansky, Managing Broker

www.Reston-Herndon-Homes.com

Call Leslie Thurman 703-895-6000 or e-mail lesliekthurman@gmail.com

Call Karen Kidwell
703-216-7437 or e-mail

Karen.Kidwell@LongandFoster.com

Call Debbie Gill 703-346-1373 or e-mail
Debbie.Gill@longandfoster.com

design, dual master suites, hardwoods,
new carpet, oversized finished walk-
out lower level, backing to trees.

Call Missy Edmondson 703-932-8484  •  missy.edmondson@LNF. com

Call Terry@703-861-0538  •  Terry.Atherton@longandfoster.com

upper level loft, master suite
w/balcony & spa bath, fantastic
multi decks and brick patio for out-
door entertaining, fin lower level
walk out w/rec rm, 4th BR and BA.

Reston
$875,000

Spectacular!
Custom CP 1
contemporary
on gorgeous
.75 acre lot in
the heart of
North Reston.

WOW dramatic designs w/soaring ceilings &
walls of glass, fabulous chef’s kitchen w/granite
countertops & floors, upgrades throughout,

Reston
$999,900

Magnificent
Colonial!

With over
5800 SF on 3
fin levels!
Stately & ele-
gant with

soaring ceilings & palladium windows, back
staircase, gourmet kitchen & more enticing fea-
ture, Windows galore in the huge walk-out
lower level featuring a 5th BR,
rec room & 2 full baths! This
home is an incredible value.

Ashburn $245,000
Brambleton!

3 level TH w 2BR, 2.5BA and over 1400 SF w/1-
car garage in Summerfield Brambleton, close to
shops, restaurants, movies, community center.

Alexandria  $390,000
Amazing Yard!

4BR, 1.5BA on flat fenced .5acre. Newer cabinets,
flooring & appliances in kitchen New roof and newer
windows throughout. 4-season Florida room leads
out to patio and flat yard. Plenty of room for a pool!

Ashburn $735,000
Every Option is Here!

4BR, 2.5BA cul-de-sac in gated Belmont Country Club.
Hardwoods, sunroom, study, bay window, crown mold-
ing, tray ceiling, huge deck, 2FP, deck on 9th green,
sitting room in MBR. Bright and stunning!

Herndon Stunning!  $775,000
Just listed 4BR brick home on gorgeous land-
scaped .50 acre lot. Incredible upgrades
throughout, gourmet kitchen, family rm off
kitchen w/FP, sunroom, wonderful backyard
w/gazebo and enjoy Reston amenities. This is
truly a “10”!

urban life style while living in a tranquil
cul-de-sac setting. Home has deck, shed
& fenced backyard. Future silver line
METRO, all Reston amenities.

Falls Church $1,599,000
West Falls Church METRO Less Than 1 mile!
Stunning home w/4BR, 4.5BA, 10 ft ceilings &
gleaming hardwoods on main level, spectacular
curved stairs, bright sunroom, huge rec room
w/custom wet bar, incredible chef’s kitchen w/SS
Viking professional appliances, main level library!

Middleburg $1,500,000
Best of Both Worlds

Incredible custom stone colonial w/6BR, 7.5BA
including separate apart-
ment/office. Nestled on nearly 6
acres of wooded privacy, yet min-
utes to Greenway, airports, shop-
ping. Leesburg side of Middleburg.

Reston
$499,900

Privacy in
Golf Course
Community!

Lovely 2 car
garge TH
w/3BR, 2.5BA.
All main level
rooms lead to

either the front or back patio. Fenced yard,
updated lit w/corian, beautiful wood cabinets,
newer appliances, w/adjacent den, breakfast rm.
Huge FR w/FP, spectacular MBR w/gorgeous
designer MBA. Large secondary BR’s and light-
filled DR. A rare find.

Vienna  $750,000
Great Wolftrap Location

5BR, 2BA, updated kitchen w/stainless appli-
ances, backsplash & new counters,
hardwoods throughout, 2FP’s, deck,
patio, huge yard, W/O basement,
future METRO minutes away.

home has many updates including oak hardwoods floors through-
out, kitchen appliances, HVAC, hot water heater, lighting, bath
fixtures, custom paint, recessed lighting & more, An open floor
plan w/2-story foyer, separate living & dining rooms, butler’s pan-
try, kitchen breakfast area, family room w/fireplace, Florida room
overlooking private yard & red paver patio. Wonderful master
suite w/luxury BA & walk-in closet w/custom
shelving. You will not be disappointed. Stop by
the open house, Sunday, April 29th 1-4.

Herndon
$549,900

Coming Soon!
Great center hall colo-
nial in sought after
neighborhood of
Kingstream. 4BR,
2.5BA, this beautiful

Marcy Thomas 703-927-2190 or e-mail mathomas8@aol.com
Gail Romansky 703-980-5300 or e-mail gpromansky@aol.com.

Kathy Tuthill 703-945-4966 or
e-mail kathysellsva@longandfoster.com

Reston $338,900
Immaculate!

3BR, 2.5BA TH in North
Reston. Updated kitchen.
Higher grade maple cabinets,
granite counters, ceramic tile
flooring and classic black
upgraded appliances.
Updated bathrooms with
ceramic tile floors. Closets
with 6 panel doors and built-
in shelving, Master BR w/in-
suite bath. Convenience of

Call Karen Swanson 703-795-9970
Karen.Swanson@longandfoster.com

www.KarenSwanson.com
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Herndon
$759,900

Under Contract
in 10 Days!

Sought after Shaker
Woods! Huge brick colo-
nial, 5BR, 3/5BA, fin W/O
lower level, deck on .62

acre treed lot. Smashing new gourmet kitchen w/granite, maple
cabinets, high end appliances, island/breakfast bar, butler’s pantry
and stunning new MBA w/designer tile, rimless glass shower sur-
round, high double vanity w/granite, 2-person soaking tub. FR
w/brick FP, vaulted ceiling & upper level overlook. MBR suite

Herndon
$649,000
Under Contract
in 14 Days!
Updated commuter’s
dream in Lovely
Shaker’s Woods. Cozy
sunroom, hot tub &
patio enhance this
terrific lot. 4BR,

3.5BA, hardwoods, 2-story foyer, gourmet kitchen w/SS appli-
ances, island, breakfast bar & desk. Spacious FR had brick FP
& built-ins. MBR w/enormous sitting room & skylights opens
to custom MBA w/rimless glass shower & double vanity
w/granite & skylights. Fin lower level w/wine cellar, FP, full
BA. No maintenance aluminum wrapped outside trim.

w/sitting room, 2 W/I closets.
Cathedral ceilings, hardwoods,
library, bay & palladium windows.

Reston
$1,049,000

Breathtaking!
5BR, 3.5BA
Gulick estate
home w/over
6,000 sf on lovely
landscaped lot in
sought after

north Reston enclave. Exquisite Michael Nash
designed kitchen w/cherry cabinets, stainless steel
appliances. Spectacular two-story sunroom with
walls of glass. Fin lower level walk-up w/rec room,
full guest suite, library & exercise rm. Incredible out-
door living with huge 2 level deck, fire pit, garden
pond & waterfall, custom stone pathways, dry stack
stone walls & very beautifully landscaped grounds.

Reston  $579,950
Stunning Garage Townhome!

Spacious townhome boasts first floor office, open

CO
M
IN

G
SO

ON


