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Franklin Sherman
Honors Volunteers
News, Page 4

From left, Susana Radice
and Jo Hicks, longtime
volunteers at Franklin
Sherman Elementary School,
are honored for their efforts
Thursday, May 10.
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News
McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

See FACETS,  Page 5

See Hometown,  Page 15

T
he McLean Community
Center’s (MCC) annual
community festival

McLean Day  2012: “Celebrat-
ing Our Hometown” is on Sat-
urday, May 19. MCC district
residents are invited to come
out and bring every member of
the family for a fun day of out-
door activities. The festival will
be held from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain
Bridge Road. Admission is free.

The McLean School and Civic
League originally sponsored the
festival in 1915 as a way to raise
funds for a host of school and
community projects. The first
McLean Day was held in a field
adjacent to Franklin Sherman
School. Over the years follow-
ing, various community organi-
zations kept McLean Day going
(with varying degrees of suc-
cess) until MCC began produc-
ing it in the mid-1970s. As it
grew and became more popu-

lar, it soon outgrew the capac-
ity of the Center’s Ingleside Av-
enue address and in 1988, MCC
relocated it to its current loca-
tion, Lewinsville Park.

Residents of Dranesville
Small Tax District 1A, who sup-
port the Center through a spe-
cial real estate tax, can cast
their votes to elect members to
the 2012-2013 MCC Governing
Board at the festival. The elec-
tion will be held from 10:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. at a booth just
inside the entrance to the park.
Onsite parking is not available;
however, residents can use the
free shuttle bus

service to and from the park.
Voting instructions and candi-
date information are available
online at the Center’s Website:
www.mcleancenter.org.

THE YOUNG AND THE

The large carnival ride is one of the most popular
attractions at McLean Day.

McLean Day to
Celebrate Hometown
McLean Day  2012: ‘Celebrating
Our Hometown’ is on Saturday,
May 19.
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By Victoria Ross

The Connection

S
urrounded by nearly 350 business execu
tives, politicians and community leaders in
the chandeliered ballroom of the Waterford,
Frank Somers - dressed in jeans, sneakers

and a denim work shirt - looked a
little out of place.

But it was Somers’ voice that
held the attention of the high-
wattage crowd, as he took the po-
dium and told the audience his
story of homelessness during FAC-
ETS annual “Opening Doors Ben-
efit Breakfast,” on Thursday morn-
ing, May 10.

“I was down and out. You can’t
get more down and out than I
was,” the stocky 47-year-old told
the audience. “I want you all to
know how FACETS can change a
life, how they changed my life.”

Founded in 1988, FACETS helps
Fairfax County’s most vulnerable

residents break the cycle of poverty and homelessness
through various programs, services and partnerships
with 100 faith communities, local businesses, other
nonprofits and government agencies.

“I used to consider myself lucky. I had it all,” Somers
told the crowd. “I had a good job doing landscaping,
friends, an apartment…”

BUT IN 2008, Somers had a heart attack.  He had
no health insurance, and used what savings he had
on medical bills. After spending nearly a month in
intensive care at Fairfax Inova hospital, he learned
that he had diabetes, high blood pressure, high cho-
lesterol and had to take 13 different pills each day

to survive.
He also found that he had no

place to live and no job because
of his health crisis.

“I was renting out the basement
of my niece’s house,” Somers said.
“When I got out of the hospital,
everything was gone. She cleaned
me out. I had $87 in my pocket
and nowhere to go.”

Somers took the cash he had,
and spent two nights at the
Breezeway Motel in Fairfax, before
becoming one of Fairfax County’s
homeless statistics. Still recover-
ing from his surgery, Somers said

Opening Doors for
People in Need
FACETS celebrates
volunteers, donors at
annual benefit breakfast.

Fairfax County Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) and Del. Vivian Watts (D-39)
attended FACETS annual benefit breakfast
at the Waterford in Fair Oaks Thursday,
May 10. Other elected officials attending
the breakfast included U.S. Rep. Gerry
Connolly, (D-11), Del. David Bulova (D-37),
and newly-elected City of Fairfax Mayor
Scott Silverthorne.

From left, FACETS speaker Raven Bowden;
Fairfax County Supervisor John Cook (R-
Braddock), Amanda Andere, FACETS execu-
tive director; FACETS Board Chair John
Martin of Great Falls and FACETS speaker
Frank Somers at the nonprofit’s annual
benefit breakfast, held at the Waterford in
Fair Oaks Thursday, May 10.

FACETS
Community Impact

 In 2011, FACETS members and vol-
unteers
❖ donated more than 30,000 hours
❖ prepared and delivered more than

37,000 hot meals to people who live
in motels, cars, the woods and on
Fairfax County streets

❖ provided more than 150 youth with
backpacks filled with school supplies

❖ assisted 2,000 families with programs
to prevent and end homelessness

❖ moved 130 families and nine
individuals into housing

❖ For more information on FACETS, and
ways to volunteer or donate, go to
www.FACETScares.org or call 703-
352-5090.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
V
i
c
t
o

r
i
a
 
R

o
s
s
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n



4  ❖  McLean Connection  ❖  May 16-22, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
s mothers, Jo Hicks and
Susana Radice raised
their children in

McLean. Once their children
were grown, both women de-
cided to take their skills to the
local school, Franklin Sherman
Elementary School. More than
20 years and 10 teachers later,
the two are still going strong
volunteering with special needs
preschool students.

On Thursday, May 10, faculty
of Franklin Sherman honored
the two longtime volunteers for
their decades of service.

“I don’t know what I’d do
without them,” said Tara
Geozeff, preschool teacher.
“They never take a sick day,
never take vacation and when
they’re here everything works
so well.”

Hicks, 89, has been volun-
teering for more than 20 years.
Her daughter, now 62, attended
Franklin Sherman. Hicks got
her first taste of volunteering in
schools while she and her fam-
ily were living in Australia.

“Old ladies like me just can’t
sit at home and fingerpaint
alone, they’d put me away,”
Hicks said. “But I’ve had to
learn to do a lot of things that I
wouldn’t otherwise do, so it’s
been a learning experience for
me as well.”

Hicks volunteers with the pre-
school once a week, and stays
busy golfing and swimming
throughout the week.

“I asked Jo years ago, why
doesn’t she get her hip repaired,
and she told me it would mess
up her golf stroke,” said

Deborah Abbot, an instruc-
tional assistant at Franklin
Sherman.

In addition to helping keep
the children organized, the two
often clean up between pre-
school sessions.

“I don’t do too much clean-
ing at home, but I certainly do
here,” Radice said with a laugh.
“I’ve learned that if I don’t get
out, I’ll get lazy.”

Radice started volunteering
in 1985 and comes in twice a
week. The grandmother of 23
(with her first great-grandchild
due this year), she said she
started volunteering to give
back to the community around
here.

“My favorite part is the cama-
raderie, with the students, par-
ents and teachers,” she said.
“And I’ve learned that you defi-
nitely need a sense of humor.”

The two say they plan to con-
tinue volunteering as long as
they can.

Franklin Sherman
Honors Volunteers
Jo Hicks, Susana Radice honored
for decades of service.

Jo Hicks, 89, watches a group of preschool students
while volunteering at Franklin Sherman Elementary
School. Hicks has volunteered for years for the
school’s preschool program.

Susana Radice assists
students at Franklin
Sherman Elementary
School.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
A

l
e
x
 
M

c
V
e
i
g
h

/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

By Lori Baker

The Connection

N
avy Lieuten-
ant Bradley
S n y d e r
wasn’t able

to run the Marine Corps
marathon with his friends
last fall. He was recovering
from wounds sustained
while serving in Afghani-
stan. So while they ran it
without him, wearing
“Brad Snyder” t-shirts, he
made a plan. He said, “well
alright, next year I’m going
to run with you guys.”

Running a marathon is
no easy task, but for Lt.
Snyder, it will be extra chal-
lenging. Snyder is blind. He
lost both eyes when he
stepped on an explosive
device in Afghanistan while
coming to the aid of a comrade last September. But
while lying in the hospital during his recovery, he
quickly made a decision to just move forward.

“I woke up in the hospital last September, and the
doctor said well you’re not going to be able to see
anymore,” he told middle school students at McLean’s
Langley School last week. “But I was able to really
quickly just decide that, that wasn’t going to be an
impediment to me.”

LT. SNYDER was invited to speak to middle school
students at the Langley School as part of the school’s
service learning project. “Our big goal was for the
students to recognize that service comes in all forms
and fashions,” said Ryan Jefferson, director of Stu-
dent Life at the school. “And when you’re dealt a
pretty tough hand, what you do to persevere and
overcome. It ultimately builds their character as citi-
zens of Langley, and of our community.”

The Langley School auditorium was uncharacter-
istically quiet for a room filled with nearly 140 sixth,
seventh and eighth graders. They listened intently
to Snyder’s story.

Snyder told the students that the last thing he re-
members seeing was his arms and legs. And before
he lost his eyesight, he felt grateful that they were
there. “If you decide to always put things into per-
spective, always maintain a positive attitude, there’s
no stopping you at all,” he said.

Snyder, who currently lives and works in Balti-
more, learned the meaning of service at a young
age. His father would ask him to pick up trash off
the ground that others had left behind. The lesson
stuck. Years later he attended the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. He graduated in 2006 and earned a billet to
join special operations as an explosives ordinance
officer. “We were constantly training,” Snyder said.
His team’s job was to diffuse explosives. He de-
ployed to Iraq. Then soon after returning, he de-

ployed to Afghanistan where he was wounded while
on patrol.

He told the students about the day-to-day chal-
lenges of being blind, such as shopping, cooking, even
combing his hair. And he recounted funny stories
about the many adjustments he has had to make.
But, he said, he is learning to overcome many of the
challenges. “I went through a pretty significant life
change,” he told the students. “But it’s easy to put
that into perspective because I have friends who lost
a leg, or got killed, period. Who never even made it
back. So it’s all about putting it into perspective. And
it was easy to do.”

Snyder is currently serving in an unpaid intern-
ship for a small technology firm in Baltimore, while
waiting for his medical retirement to process. Red
Owl Analytics is a data analysis firm in Baltimore
that has hired several wounded warriors. “There are
a lot of characteristics of a special operations person
that make him valuable to a corporation,” Snyder
said.

PART OF HIS NEW JOB is to demonstrate the value
of wounded warriors in the corporate world.

Snyder recently qualified for the Paralympic na-
tional swim team. And when he’s not working, he is
training for a spot on the Paralympic Swim Team for
London 2012. After the swim season is over, Snyder
is planning to start training for the Marine Corps
marathon.

The Langley School students were inspired by his
story, and by his determination. “He showed us that
we should always be brave, and not give up on our
dreams,” said sixth grader, Caroline Garcia.

The middle school students have been raising
money all year through their weekly snack bar to
donate to the wounded warrior fund. And they were
proud to present Lt. Snyder with a check for $500
dollars for the fund.

Wounded Warrior
Visits Langley School
Navy Lieutenant Brad Snyder shares a message about
service and perseverance with middle-schoolers.

Students were impressed with Lt. Snyder’s smart phone, which
has many applications for the blind.
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Happy 1st Birthday to
Tony Dominick Zachariah Asefi!!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Ari, Sophia,

Babajaan, Bebejaan, Nana & Poppy

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

News

From Page 3

he was too ashamed and depressed to reach out to
friends and family.  He bought a sleeping bag, and
decided to sleep under a bridge in Annandale.

After two months of living under the bridge and
looking for work during the day, he learned about
FACETS through a social worker at the hospital.

“I called them on a Thursday. By Friday, they made
sure I had a real place to sleep. They made sure I got
transportation to and from my doctor’s appoint-
ments… They always said yes,” Somers said. A
Chantilly High School graduate who once played high
school football, Somers said he’s still shocked he
became homeless.  “I want to work for what’s mine.
I never thought I’d be in that situation.”

“The lesson learned,” said U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly
(D-11), a longtime advocate for the homeless who
gave the welcome address, “is that ‘There but for the
grace of God go I.’”

“Too many of our veterans are homeless, one in
four of our children receive free and reduced lunches,
1,600 children in Fairfax County are homeless,”
Connolly said, “Your presence and continued par-
ticipation is so vital to FACETS.”

Connolly noted that Fairfax County is one of the
few communities in the nation to reduce its home-
less population during the worst economic crisis since
the Great Depression. In 2008, under Connolly’s di-
rection as chairman of the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors, the board initiated the 10-year-plan to
prevent and end homelessness, and funded the
county’s first agency to carry out that mission. Since

then, Fairfax County has reduced its homeless popu-
lation by 16 percent.

“We are making progress,” Connolly said. “That
success is the result of the tremendous work of FAC-
ETS dedicated volunteers and community partners,
but, as you know, much work is left to be done.”

“At FACETS, we envision a day when everyone in
Fairfax County has access to adequate and afford-
able housing and nobody is homeless, “said Amanda
Andere, FACETS executive director.

“Each of us plays a crucial role in…opening doors
for those suffering the effects of poverty. We ask you
to continue supporting the thousands of individuals
right here in our community who are faced with in-
conceivable challenges,” Andere said.

THANKS TO FACETS, Somers is now living in an
apartment in Reston, and looking for full-time land-
scaping work while working part-time jobs. He also
volunteers with FACETS, speaking at fundraising
events and helping where he can, such as cleaning
up campsites occupied by the homeless population.

“Without FACETS, I don’t know where I’d be. My
health is better. I graduated from FACETS financial
classes, to get myself back on track. I took classes to
learn how to control my diabetes,” Somers said.

A divorced father of five, Somers said the joy of
his life is seeing his children and grandchildren. “My
son takes classes at Northern Virginia Community
College. We speak almost every day, and he helps
me with my landscaping jobs when he’s not in school.
I’m very proud of him.”

FACETS Honors Volunteers

6707 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
maesdress@gmail.com • 703-356-6333

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10am to 5:30pm. Sale Terms: All Sales Final.
No adjustments. We Accept: Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX.

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

Game Ends 6/02/2012

1. Samsung 40" LCD TV, $549 Value.
2. Canon PowerShot Camera, $400.
3. Saeco Espresso Maker, $350.
4. Canon Camcorder, $290.
5. DeLonghi Food Processor, $250.
6. Garmin GPS System, $160.
7. Keurig Coffee System, $160.
8. Frigidaire Toaster Oven, $150.
9. Kick Sound System, $115.
10. Tiger Rice Cooker, $100.

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto Old Dominion Dr. (Rt.
309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.
SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193 toward Langley - Go
1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9th mile - Turn left onto Old Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights - We are
on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than 5 minutes from the Bridge.

Bring in coupon
for 250,000 points

COUPON
60% off and More!

Mother of the Bride, Mother of the Groom, Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah,
Second Wedding, Special Occasion, Ball Gowns, and More! Choose

from Daymor, Jovani, JSS Knits, Toula Knits, and More!

60-75% off!
Sportswear, related separates, cocktail dresses, evening pant suits,
day and evening suits, accessories, and more! Misook, Ming Wang,

Ribkoff, Pleat Pleat and More! Blouses at $10!

75% - 80% - 90% OFF!
Clearance Dresses, Clearance Suits & Beaded Dresses! Famous Makers!

$99 Selected dresses and Prom Dress Specials!

Prices Slashed Throughout the ENTIRE STORE!
Our door close forever on Saturday, June 2!

Don’t miss out on these incredible deals! Fixtures still available!
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Opinion

U
nless your home is served by well
water, you are almost certainly
among the five million people in
the Washington Metropolitan area

who get their drinking water from the Potomac
River.

This week, the organization American Riv-
ers named the Potomac River as the most en-
dangered river in the nation. The
Potomac River is far cleaner than it
was 40 years ago when the Clean Wa-
ter Act was enacted.

“Before the Clean Water Act was enacted in
1972, the Potomac was a cesspool of sewage
and industrial pollution,” says American Riv-
ers. “Thanks to the Clean Water Act, the
Potomac and rivers across the country are
cleaner and safer for drinking, boating, and
fishing. But … a University of Maryland report
card has given the river a ‘D’ grade for water
quality for the past two years.”

Now it’s safe for high school crew teams to
take to the river by the dozens. Kayakers and
paddle-boarders join them in intimate contact
with the water. Motorboats, marinas and fish-

ermen all show the confidence we now have
in the integrity of the Potomac River.

Still, after a rain, stormwater washes agri-
cultural waste, suburban and urban runoff car-
rying loads of pollution into our area’s small
streams, into the Potomac River and on into
the Chesapeake Bay. Bacteria in the river after
big rainstorms, from dog waste in suburban
areas, agricultural runoff in more rural areas,
has led to the recommendation by some that
people avoid contact with the river for two-to-
three days.

Slowing stormwater runoff, limiting the
amount of “nutrients” that are swept down the
river into the Chesapeake Bay, and improve-

ments in methods of treating sewage
are all critical to the ongoing health
of our water supply.

Fish in the Potomac River also con-
tinue to show symptoms of exposure to endo-
crine disruptors, with male bass carrying eggs
and other signs. Scientists suspect variety of
pharmaceuticals and chemicals are causing
these abnormalities, and it is not known
whether current water purification systems are
removing those pollutants fully from the drink-
ing water.

American Rivers called on Congress to kill
any legislation that weakens the Clean Water
Act or prevents the Environmental Protection
Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
from restoring protections for small streams

and wetlands under the Act. American Rivers
also called on the Obama Administration to
finalize guidance clarifying the scope of the
Clean Water Act and issue a rule-making to
ensure that all waters get the protections
Americans expect and deserve.

The Potomac River continues to serve as
the scenic backdrop to much of what we do
here. Let’s continue to push for improve-
ments.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Father’s Day Photos
Every year at this time, the Connection puts

out the call for photographs of fathers and their
children, grandfathers and their children and
grand children.

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 17, 2012 and
once again the Connection will publish a gal-
lery of Father’s Day photos.

Send in photos as soon as possible, includ-
ing names of everyone in the picture, the date
the picture was taken, the ages of the children
and sentence or two about what is happening
and where the photograph was taken. Be sure
to include your town name and neighborhood.
Photos are due by June 8.

You can submit your photos  to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.

Most Endangered?
Potomac River has made
great strides, has miles
to go to save the Bay.

Editorials

Another Look
At ‘Who Benefits’
To the Editor:

Your concerns about “who ben-
efits and who pays” on funding
this latest transportation project
here in Northern Virginia are
worth noting and appreciated
[Editorial, “On Funding the Silver
Line,” Connection, April 11-17,
2012]. Previous surveys have
shown the traffic congestion here
in Virginia, especially for its citi-
zens trying to compute from their
homes in nearby communities to
their jobs around the area, is one
of the worst in the country. Previ-
ous road projects such as the “mix-
ing bowl” here in Springfield, and
now the construction of “hot
lanes” around the beltway, are at-
tempts to reduce travel time sit-
ting in our cars in bumper to
bumper traffic.

Before we can single out the
funding of the silver metro line
between Tysons and Dulles, we
need to address the entire fund-
ing arrangements made by our
elected officials both here in
Northern Virginia and the State of
Virginia. When our personal prop-
erty taxes on our automobiles
were reduced by 75 percent years

ago, the State of Virginia contin-
ues to reimburse the counties for
their loss in collecting this tax rev-
enue from its residents. These
funds come from the State of
Virginia’s transportation trust
fund. When states have large
population growth centered
around urban areas like Chicago
in Illinois and St Louis in Missouri,
the receipt of tax revenue and the
return of their tax dollars to its citi-
zens are unbalanced. Added to this
fact, national surveys continue to
highlight both Fairfax and
Loudoun county residents are en-
joying one of the richest per capi-
tal income in the United States,
plus having the lowest unemploy-
ment rate as well. These facts
alone help to attract people from
other parts of the country to move
here for jobs and to pursue the
quality of life we enjoy. People liv-
ing in less populated areas of the
State of Virginia continue to have
needs to be funded and mandated
by passed state legislation.

Being homeless, without a job,
and needing health care do not
have a regional boundary. Over the
years, some elected leaders here
in the commonwealth have gone
on public record lobbying their
case as to why Northern Virginia
shouldn’t be a separate funding

entity, and/or should be given tax-
ing authority like the state.

This approach only places an
uncooperative wedge between
political organization at the state
and county levels. These feelings
can only lead to a more dysfunc-
tional form of government which
is not good for its people.

Most state budgets in the United
States do not even approach the
size of the Fairfax County yearly
budget. Most of our county citi-
zens have been sheltered from the

Letters to the Editor

pressures of what is happening to
the rest of the residents in the state
due to a weak economy. We seem
to adopt the feeling we are entitled
to be more privileged than others.
Maybe the answer as to “who ben-
efits and who pays” should be
given a broader view as to who are
more fortunate by having a better
standard of living and able to pay
than those who are less fortunate.

Ronald L. Baker
Springfield

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors.

Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
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Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON
Now is the time to save up to 50% off on every gorgeous Karastan
carpet. Every pattern. Every color. Come in today and Save.
Sale ends on May 30, 2012.  www.karastan.com

Tremendous value! Family dream home in one of McLean’s premier
neighborhoods, The Reserve (a gated community with 24-hour
security). Situated on 1.3 private acres, this elegant colonial is located
on a quiet cul-de-sac. 2-story entryway invites you into home’s sun-
filled rooms and amenities. Large kitchen with oversized island opens
to expansive family room with 2 levels of windows. Spacious master
retreat, office with built-in bookshelves and cabinets, sun room with
vaulted ceiling, and much more. Finished lower level opens to large
flat backyard and boasts large living area, gym, bonus room, bedroom,
full bath and custom-built 20-foot bar – perfect for entertaining and a
must-see! One of the largest tree-filled level yards in The Reserve, with
ample room for pool and tennis/sport court.

Keller Williams Realty
6820 Elm Street

McLean, Virginia 22101
703-403-8225

TaniaHosmer@gmail.com
ReserveRealEstateNews.com

TANIA HOSMER

Just Listed in the Reserve
7786 Solitude Court, McLean, VA 22102

Offered at $2,399,000

For a free
digital
subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.con
nectionnews
papers.com/
subscribe

Complete
digital replica
of the print
edition,
including
photos and
ads,
delivered
weekly to
your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail: going
green@con
nectionnews
papers.com
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By Kate Campbell

 James Madison High School

A
 maddening witch hunt,
a town turned on its
head, and a court fallen

to corruption — and it all
started with a dance; this crazed
phenomenon, the hunt for
witches, that swept Salem,
Mass., in 1692, was depicted
beautifully in Langley High
School’s production of “The Cru-
cible.”

“The Crucible” was written by
Arthur Miller in 1952, at the
height of America’s era of the
Red Scare and McCarthyism.
The play was written as an alle-
gory, comparing the Salem
witch trials of the late 1600s to
the hunt for communists in the
1950s. The story centers around
John Proctor (Brian Patterson),
whose wife, Elizabeth (Taylor
Goodson), as well as many other
women of the town of Salem,
has been accused of witchcraft.
He endures humiliations and
frustrations, and eventually is
forced to confront his own sins
to reveal truth to the town and
the courts.

Langley’s performance of “The
Crucible” displayed a spectacu-
lar level of character develop-
ment and comprehension of the
script. Each person onstage was
well-defined and well-depicted;
every actor was fully in charac-
ter and remained engaged in the
action of the plot during the
entirety of the show. Langley
was able to produce a rather
refreshing rendition of “The
Crucible” in that the cast main-
tained a steady pace that pushed
the plot forward, and was able
to successfully avoid any dull
moments throughout the show.

The cast in its entirety was in-
credibly talented, and the lead-
ing roles reflected this talent.
Brian Patterson, who played
John Proctor, handled the diffi-
cult role spectacularly. He had
a very commanding voice and
presence; his demeanors, man-
nerisms and facial expressions
were highly convincing. He por-
trayed a huge range of emotions
brilliantly. His interactions with
Taylor Goodson, who played his
wife Elizabeth Proctor, were
beautiful to watch; they por-
trayed a dynamic married
couple incredibly, ranging their
interactions from tense to com-
passionate to tender. Goodson
performed with gracefulness

and maturity; her performance
as an older woman was amaz-
ingly believable.

Other characters showed simi-
lar chemistry and development
onstage. Abigail Williams
(Lauren Fernandez) was a char-
acter that the audience loved to
hate. Fernandez portrayed her
character with incredible depth.
She displayed a great amount of
passion, without being overly
dramatic, and had wonderful in-
teractions with both Patterson as
well as the ensemble of girls
who she so maliciously manipu-
lated. Other characters showed
a similar level of character de-
velopment and gave impressive
performances, including Kaity
Hinojosa as Tituba, Chris
Baughman as Reverend John
Hale and Caroline Callahan as
Mary Warren. The ensemble
was very interactive and main-
tained interest in every scene.

Though simple, the set and
props were highly effective and
allowed for more focus to be
placed on the actors. Even with-
out microphones, actors could
easily be heard and understood.
The scene changes were some-
what long, but the use of music
during such changes was valu-
able. In a unique use of their
stage, Langley chose to include
the audience in the action to
create personal setting for their
production. At times, this posed
an issue for blocking, as it re-
quired some actors to put their
back to some part of the audi-
ence; however, the cast handled
this type of staging exception-
ally well. Overall, Langley High
School delivered a fantastic per-
formance of a gripping play.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

L
aw enforcement
officials now have two
unlikely weapons in the
fight against gang

activity in Virginia: video games
and college students.

Students in the Computer
Game Design program at George
Mason University
partnered with Virginia
Attorney General Ken
Cuccinelli’s office to
create video games
designed to show chil-
dren the consequences of
joining a gang. The result
of the collaboration is a
series of interactive and
educational computer
games and mobile phone
applications designed to
reduce gang recruitment.
The games were unveiled
earlier this month on the
George Mason campus in
Fairfax.

“Gangs are constantly
working to recruit new
kids to replace those
going to jail and getting
killed. Their recruitment
techniques are evolving,
even to the point of using
online gaming and other
technologies. We have to
work even harder to stop
them,” said Cuccinelli.
“The goal of this partnership with
GMU is a novel approach in the
war against gangs to beat them
at their own game.”

Students enrolled in the
university’s GAME 232 Online
Gaming and Filesharing course
presented game proposals to
Cuccinelli’s office. The attorney
general’s staff selected three:

❖ “A Second Family,” created
by Michael Katz, Romel Ramos
and Brandon Miller. The game
tells the story of Justin, who is
trying to fit in at a new school
and becomes involved with some
questionable people. He is forced
to rely on his friends and mentors
to overcome these negative
influences.

❖ “Influenced,” created by
Austin Fain, Tiffany Nguyen, Con
Son and Lamesha Coley. In this
game, the player chooses various
scenarios in which he or she can
either help or betray members of
the local community, and influ-
ence the impact gangs have on
the community.

❖ “New Kid on the Block,”
created by Stephen Berrigan,

Steven Fernandez, Devin Gibson,
John Murphy and Daniel
Paquette. In this game, the player
has just moved to a new town
and has to assimilate into a new
school. He or she must make the
right decisions and find a trust-
worthy group of friends.

THE GAMES ARE TARGETED
at middle and high school
students. “This is an attempt to
reach kids using devices that they
already have in their hands,” said
Arlington resident and George
Mason adjunct professor Matt
Randon. “The kids are already
addicted to these devices so we
have a better chance of reaching
them with our message.”

During the course, Randon,
who also works as an English
teacher in Manassas, taught
students about the history,
practice and design of online
games and smartphone applica-
tions. Throughout the semester,
the students developed written
scripts and storyboards, art and
sound design, programming,
coding and musical compositions.

“I wanted the game to be fun
for the player while teaching
them about gang violence and
how it can be harmful. Finding
that balance wasn’t easy, but …
we were able to create a game
that’s educational, but also fun to
play,” said Daniel Paquette, who
helped design one of the games.

Seth Hudson, assistant director of the Computer Game
Design Program at George Mason University, plays a game
created by Mason Game Design students in Dewberry Hall
at Fairfax Campus in Virginia. The students created inter-
active and educational games aimed at teaching kids
about the risks of joining gangs.

Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli plays a game created by
George Mason Game Design students in Dewberry Hall at Fairfax Cam-
pus. The students created interactive and educational games aimed at
teaching kids about the risks of joining gangs.

Game On
George Mason University students
develop video games aimed at
curtailing gang recruitment
in Virginia.

THE GAMES will be available
for mobile download free of
charge by summer 2012. The
games will also be available on
the attorney general’s website, as
well as the websites for George
Mason University, the Virginia
Department of Criminal Justice
Services, and Virginia Rules.

“Games have a pretty bad
reputation in the media. What I
hope this project shows people is
that the greatest asset of games is
that they make learning fun …
which is a talent school systems
around the world should look
into,” said Stephen Berrigan, lead
writer and narrative designer for
“New Kid on the Block.”

“I wanted the
game to be fun
for the player
while teaching
them about
gang violence
and how it can
be harmful.”

— Daniel Paquette

A Gripping Play

Langley High School
seniors Lauren
Fernandez, as Abigail
Williams, argues with
Brian Patterson, as John
Proctor, during the
school’s production of
“The Crucible.”

Langley High’s production of
‘The Crucible.’ P
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George Mason University

Early Blooming
Rhododendrons and
Azaleas 25% Off

Early Blooming
Rhododendrons and
Azaleas 25% Off

Early Blooming
Rhododendrons and
Azaleas 25% Off

Early Blooming
Rhododendrons and
Azaleas 25% Off

Impatiens
97¢

Reg. $1.89

Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,
Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit Our
New Website

Find Us on

www.cravensnursery.com

Japanese
Maples

30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

All Trees & Shrubs
25% OFF
2011 Stock Only

Bulk Mulch
Playground Chips
Organic Compost
$24.99/Sq. yd.

50-65% Off
Pottery

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
3 cu. ft.

bags Only $3.49 Additional
delivery charge

Over 300 VarietiesOver 300 VarietiesOver 300 VarietiesOver 300 Varieties

Visit Our New
Hosta House
Over 300 Varieties

All Hanging
Baskets

$3.00 Off

Washington Area’s Biggest SelectionWashington Area’s Biggest SelectionWashington Area’s Biggest SelectionWashington Area’s Biggest SelectionWashington Area’s Biggest Selection
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079

McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek

Catholic Church... 703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286

St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834

St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

St Michael S Episcopal Church

...703-241-2474

St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606

St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010

Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer

...703-356-3346

Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of the Nazarene

...703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210

  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824

  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches -Christian Science
McLean-First Church of Christ, Scientist

...703-356-1391

First Church of Christ,

Scientist, Arlington...

703-534-0020

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian

Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant

...703-524-4115

Clarendon Presbyterian Church

703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian Church

703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...

703-536-5600

Westminster Presbyterian ...

703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian
Universalist

Unitarian Universalist Church

of Arlington 703-892-2565

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Churches-United Methodist
Arlington United Methodist Church

...703-979-7527

Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312

Charles Wesley United Methdist...703-356-6336

Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621

Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100

Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085

Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Walker Chapel United Methodist

...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Non-Denominational
 New Life Christian Church - McLean Campus

...571-294-8306

Celebration Center for Spiritual Living

...703-560-2030

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel ...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington

...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community

... 571-271-8387

See Entertainment,  Page 11

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/MAY 17
An Evening with Charlie Hunter. 8

p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Chapter 227, Vietnam Veterans of
America Inc. 7:30 p.m. Neighbor’s
Restaurant, 262D Cedar Lane, Cedar
Lane Shopping Center, Vienna.
Including the presentation of awards
to the winners of the 12th Annual
Vince Kaspar Awards for Excellence
in the Arts, a community program
recognizes art and poetry talents of
local high school students. The
general public and all veterans are
invited. Free admission is free. 703-
255-0353 or

www.vva227.org.
Book Discussion Group. 7:30 p.m.

Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Call for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

FRIDAY/MAY 18
“Flora the Red Menace.” 8 p.m. 1st

Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tyson’s
Corner. A musical by John Kander
and Fred Ebb, set in the Great
Depression. $15-$30.
www.1ststagetysons.org.

Friends of the Great Falls Library
Book Sale. 10 a.m. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Spring used book sale.
703-757-8560.

Friday Flicks. 10:30 a.m. Tysons-
Pimmit Regional Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Call for
movie title. All ages. 703-790-8088.

An Evening with John Fullbright at
7:30 p.m.; FunkMnkyz, Feed God
Cabbage, Poor Man’s Copyright
and Castro at 10 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. East, Vienna.
www.janmminjava.com.

“Sleuth.” 7:30 p.m. James Lee
Community Center, 2855 Annandale
Road, Falls Church. Providence
Players in a whodunit classic. $15-
$18. 703-425-6782 or
www.providenceplayers.org.

SATURDAY/MAY 19
McLean Day 2012: Celebrating

Our Hometown. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge
Road, McLean. Family fun day of
outdoor activities, including
amusement rides and stage
entertainment plus four new food
vendors. Free admission.

Colonial Spring Market Fair. 11
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Claude Moore
Colonial Farm, 6310 Georgetown
Pike, McLean. Period music, quoits
and other games, children’s puppet
theater, farm animals. Fencing
lessons, blacksmith, herbs and

Musician Scott Ramminger and his band, the
Crawstickers, will perform at McLean Day 2012:
Celebrating Our Hometown. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 19, Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge
Road, McLean. Family fun day of outdoor activities,
including amusement rides and stage entertainment
plus four new food vendors. Free admission.
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EntertainmentOPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,

MAY 19 & 20

1529 Hardwood Lane, McLean • $1,050,000 • Open Sunday
1-4 p.m. • Jane Price, Weichert Realtors , 703-628-0470

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Burke
5920 Burke Landing #201.....$220,000 .. Sun 1-3:30............... Julia Avent.......................RE/MAX..703-346-3373

Centreville
15430 Meherrin Ct .................$569,999 ...... Sun 1-4.........Donny Samson.............Samson Props ..703-864-4894
5132 Pleasant Forest Dr......$1,135,000 ...... Sun 1-4........Bob Scherbarth...................Century 21 ..703-477-1043

Clifton
6609 Rock Lawn Dr................$684,900 ...... Sun 1-4 ...............Ed Duggan...................Century 21 ..703-989-7735

Fairfax
3220 Brookings Ct ................. $724,999 ...... Sun 1-4..Mary Thyfault-Clark.......................RE/MAX..703-587-5494
3834 Prince William Dr .......... $974,900 ...... Sun 1-4...................Ellen Ing.......................RE/MAX..703-795-0648

Fairfax Station
11125 Henderson Rd ............. $850,000 ...... Sun 2-4..................Pat Fales.......................RE/MAX..703-503-4365
11808 Winterway Ln..............$799,900 ...... Sun 1-4 ...Cristina Dougherty..............Long & Foster ..703-969-0471
7300 South View Ct ............... $834,800 ...... Sun 1-4....Barb White Adkins.......................RE/MAX..703-609-8950
8303 Pinyon Pine Ct...............$757,000 ...... Sun 1-4 ....Christine Shevock.......................RE/MAX..703-475-3986

Kingstowne/Alexandria
7015 Achilles Ct.....................$317,500 ...... Sun 1-4 .............. Bob Dooley.............Samson Props ..703-581-5758

McLean
1529 Hardwood Ln..............$1,050,000 ..... Sun 1- 4................Jane Price......................Weichert ..703-628-0470
8701 Georgetown Pike........$3,000,000 ...... Sun 1-4 ..............Ron Cathell.............Keller Williams ..703-975-2500
919 Swinks Mill Rd.............$1,449,000 ...... Sun 1-4 ..........Debbie Mesen......................Weichert ..703-201-7723

Oakton
10198B Ashbrooke Ct, #126...$256,900 ...... Sun 1-4....................Jim Fox..............Long & Foster ..703-503-1800
2506 Hollybrook Pl........$1,299,900 ..Sun 1:30-4:30............Kelly Sweiter..............Long & Foster ..703-905-7223

Potomac Falls
20365 Marguritte Sq..............$349,900 ...... Sun 1-4........Viveca Kazarian.............Keller Williams ..703-618-7677

Reston
1609 Apricot Ct......................$549,000 ...... Sun 1-4..Carolyn Pennington........................REMAX..703-283-9346

Springfield
7503 Essex Ave......................$425,000 ...... Sun 1-4...............Joni Koons......................Weichert ..703-209-7277
8230 Running Creek Ct .......... $614,990 ...... Sun 1-4 ................ Ryan Rice.............Keller Williams ..571-212-8339
8921 Grandstaff Ct.................$399,950 ...... Sun 1-4..Kathleen Quintarelli ......................Weichert ..703-862-8808

Vienna
202 Pleasant St SW ............... $899,999 ...... Sun 1-4 ......... Tammie Shedd..............Long & Foster ..571-331-6532
9775 Oleander Ave.................$569,000 ...... Sun 1-4......Angie Bresnahan......................Weichert ..703-955-2510
9874 Sweet Mint  Dr, E...........$399,900 ...... Sun 1-4.......Moses Mazloom.............Keller Williams ..703-338-1154
10334 Dunn Meadow Rd........$825,000....Sun 1-4 .. Rich Liebermann..Richard Albin Liebermann ..703-403-4885
1295 Newkirk Ct..................$1,179,000 .... Sun 12-4 ................ Jin O’Neill ......................Weichert ..703-893-1500

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Trisha at 703-778-9419, or
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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flowers, colonial market stands and
more. See Farm family and
community members in character
and costume. Refreshments available.
Adults $6, age 3-12 and seniors $3.
703-903-9330.

Children’s Shows: Milkshake Trio.
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Flea Market & Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Great Falls United Methodist
Church, 10100 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Spaces available to rent,
$20. 703-582-1640 or
c.wright@longandfoster.com.

Kintz-Mejia Academy of Ballet. 2
p.m. and 7 p.m. George Mason High
School, 7124 Leesburg Pike, Falls
Church. Two original one-act ballets:
Snow White and Alice in
Wonderland. $30. 703-893-0404  or
www.kintzmejiaballet.com.

“Flora the Red Menace.” 2 p.m. and
8 p.m. 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tyson’s Corner. A musical by
John Kander and Fred Ebb, set in the
Great Depression. $15-$30.
www.1ststagetysons.org.

Art Reception and Benefit Raffle. 4
p.m. The Vienna Arts Society, 115
Pleasant St. N.W., Vienna. A portion
of the proceeds will benefit the
American Legion’s emergency fund
for military families in distress. 703-
319-3971 or
www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

Korean Bell Garden Opening.
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, 9750
Meadowlark Gardens Court, Vienna.
Marking the 25th anniversary of
Meadowlark’s 1987 opening. 703-
255-3631.

Volksmarch. 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, 9750
Meadowlark Gardens Court, Vienna.
www.ava.org, event #92677.

Friends of the Great Falls Library
Book Sale. 10 a.m. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Spring used book sale.
703-757-8560.

Plant Clinic hosted by the Master
Gardeners. 10 a.m. Tysons-Pimmit
Regional Library, 7584 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. Answers to
gardening questions. Adults. 703-
790-8088.

The Joy of Dance with Ballet &
Jazz. 3 p.m. Tysons-Pimmit Regional
Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls
Church. The Adagio Dance Company
and Adagio Ballet’s Advanced Jazz
students. All Ages. 703-790-8088.

Bach 2 Rock Music Teachers. 5
p.m. The Palladium Civic Place
Green, 1445 Laughlin Avenue,
McLean. Free. 703-288-9505.

Country Western Dance. Luther
Jackson Middle School, 3020 Gallows
Road, Falls Church. Line dance lesson
7:30 p.m., couples lesson 8 p.m.
Open dancing 8:30-11 p.m. $5-$12.
www.nvcwda.org or 703-860-4941.

Carsie Blanton and Dawn Landes
at 7:30 p.m.; In The Lobby Bar
with Fight The Lion at 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. East,
Vienna. www.janmminjava.com.

Seikilos to U2: A Tour Through
Music History. 7:30 p.m. UUCF
2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. The
Vienna Choral Society presents a
concert to support arts education.
Pre-concert talk by Creative Director
Jennifer Rodgers Beach, 7 p.m. $15-
$20, families $35.
www.viennachoralsocieety.org.

City of Fairfax Antique Car Show.
10 a.m.-3 p.m. City Hall, 10455
Armstrong St, Fairfax. See a Model-T
Ford reassembled in 15 minutes.
Antique cars and live bluegrass
music. Food available for purchase.
Presented by the Northern Virginia
Regional Group of the Early Ford V-
08 Club, the City of Fairfax and
others. A portion of the proceeds
benefit the Armed Forces Retirement
Home in Washington D.C.
www.nvrg.org or info@nvrg.org.

Entertainment

By Lori Baker

The Connection

M
cLean theatre
and opera fans
are in for a

treat. A highly-acclaimed
production of “Oh My Son,”
a dramatic opera about the
life of Jesus, will be per-
formed at McLean’s
Lutheran Church of the Re-
deemer on May 20.

The opera was composed
by Marcos Galvany, and it
will make a one-night stop
in McLean. The production
had its world premier at
Carnegie Hall in 2010 and it is
scheduled to perform next year
before an audience of 8,000 at
the Vatican.

Galvany started composing at
a young age. In fact, the first
aria for the opera was taken
from a melody he composed as
a seven year old.

Matt Osifchin, one of the per-
formers and the chorus master
for the opera is the Director of
Music at McLean’s Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer. He has
been working to bring the pro-
fessional production to McLean.
“I thought it would be a great
opportunity to bring it into the
northern Virginia area,”
Osifchin said.

The event will have a profes-
sional 19-piece orchestra drawn
from the Washington Opera
Orchestra. It will also feature
the original cast.

“People really loved it,” said
Galvany. “It is very powerful.”

The aria is performed by Mary
who is watching her son’s cru-
cifixion. “Even though she knew
he was the son of God, she was
crushed. He was asking his
mother, ‘is there anything you
can do, I just don’t want to die.
I’m scared.’ It’s very emotional
with the characters,” Galvany
said.

Osifchin said that they were
able to raise enough money for
the McLean production so that
tickets will be available at a
“free will offering. We want to
make the tickets available to as
many people as possible,” he
said. “People can give as little
or as much as they want to do-
nate to the event.”

However, tickets to the May
20 event are limited. Those in-
terested in reserving a ticket for
the opera should visit the
Lutheran Church of the Re-
deemer website at
www.RedeemerMcLean.org.

‘Oh My Son’ in McLean

Karla Rivera as Mother
Mary and Javier Gonzalez as
John in Galvany’s produc-
tion of “Oh My Son.”

Professional opera to be
performed at McLean’s Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer.
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Wine down with the Ques Wine
Tasting Fundraiser. 1 p.m. The
Tasting Room of Maison du Vin, 7
756 Walker Road, Suite D, Great
Falls. Wine tasting, hot hors
d’oeuvres and live jazz music. $45,
age 21 and up. Proceeds benefit the
scholarship program. info@OKK-
QUES.org or okk-ques.org/
winetasting.

Benefit Yard Sale for Hartwood
Foundation and Relay for Life.
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 608 Plum St.,
Vienna. Hosted by the Vienna
Woman’s Club.
pegpuhl@cardinalsfec.com.

Community Cookout. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Loebig Chiropractic and Rehab, 754
Walker Road, Great Falls. Free
adjustments for existing patients,
seated massages and more. Hot dogs,
face painting and moon bounce. 703-
757-5817 or
www.loebigchiropractic.com.

“Sleuth.” 7:30 p.m. James Lee
Community Center, 2855 Annandale
Road, Falls Church. Providence
Players in a whodunit classic. $15-

$18. 703-425-6782 or
www.providenceplayers.org.

SUNDAY/MAY 20
Mosaic Harmony Choir. 4 p.m.

Unitarian Universalist Church of
Fairfax, 2709 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. Silent auction beginning at
3:30 p.m. $25-$30, under age 12
free. www.mosaicharmony.org or
703-764-8061.

Kintz-Mejia Academy of Ballet. 2
p.m. George Mason High School,
7124 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Two original one-act ballets: Snow
White and Alice in Wonderland. $30.
703-893-0404  or
www.kintzmejiaballet.com.

City of Fairfax Band: Rite of
Spring. 3 p.m. Oakton High School,
2900 Sutton Road, Vienna. Northern
Virginia Youth Winds, the official
youth ensemble of the City of Fairfax
Band Association, comprised of high
school woodwind, brass and
percussion students. $5, students
free. christinarbianchi@gmail.com.

Duruflé: REQUIEM
Britten:  REJOICE IN THE LAMB

Shafer:  SOUL OF MY SAVIOR
With the Saint Luke Festival Choir and

Choristers from the Saint John Academy Boys’ and Girls’ Treble Choirs

Paul Skevington, Organist

Sunday, May 20, 2012 | 5:00 PM

Saint Luke Catholic Church | McLean, Virginia

FREE PARKING

$25 General Admission
Student, senior and group discounts available

Tickets: Call 301-572-6865 or visit thecitychoirofwashington.org

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS “GRETCHEN”
After raising 4 of her own kittens
and 1 orphan kitten she also
took in, Gretchen is looking for a
home to call her own. She’s very
laid back and her personality
really shines when she has one-
on-one time with people. If
you’re looking for a laid-back
feline addition to your family,
Gretchen is looking for you.
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Sports
McLean Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Saxons Celebrate Senior Night
On Tuesday, May 8, Langley High’s four softball
seniors - Lauren Mensing, Hope Albers, Julia Weeks
and Jenna Dunn (all four towards the right) - were
honored during Senior Night celebration ceremonies.
On top of it being Senior Night, with the four 12th
grade ball players being honored on their outstand-
ing careers with the program, the evening was extra
special as the Saxons celebrated Great Falls Little
League Night as well. The Little League players were
out in full force and treated the Saxon seniors as
true stars. In the Liberty District game itself, the
Saxons were victorious over opponent Jefferson.
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T
he Langley High Saxons captured their
fifth Liberty District tournament title in
as many years last Friday, May 11 in a
riveting boys lacrosse contest at Marshall

High School. The Saxons defeated a tenacious Madi-
son Warhawk side that pushed the Saxons to the
brink before they were able to secure a 13-12, smash-
and-grab finals win for the district title.

A pair of Langley man-advantage goals - a game-
tying score by senior Sean Ahearn, and the winner
from senior Mike Adams - deep into the fourth quar-
ter ultimately made the difference between the long-
time Liberty team rivals who battled to the end with
the prospect of overtime looming as the final horn
approached.

By building an 8-5 halftime lead and scoring the
opening goal of the second half to make it 9-5, the
Saxons looked to be settling into a steady stride to
the evening’s finish line. But the Warhawks had other
ideas, and exploded for six goals in six minutes that
tipped the scales in their favor by two goals early in
the final period.

What seemed to be an imminent shift in Liberty
supremacy was put on hold, however, when strikes
from Saxon senior Josh Sibio and then Ahearn erased
the deficit in a two-minute span, leaving final reso-
lution in some doubt with an 11-11 score with eight
minutes remaining in regulation time.  Senior Connor
Strock nudged Madison ahead once again, only to
see Ahearn supply his fifth goal of the game - the
Langley attacker also had four assists - to tie the score
at 12 apiece at 3 minutes, 47 seconds showing on
the clock. The game-tying score came early in an
extra-man opportunity that came out of a slashing
infraction during a dangerous build-up by the Sax-
ons on the counter-attack.

Warhawk junior Kyle Rowe, who excelled in the
center spot re-starts throughout the night, thought
he had given his side the lead again right out of the
ensuing face-off. But the apparent goal was nullified
when the middie was judged to have entered the
crease area before the ball had gone into the net.

However, Madison had a one-minute man advan-

tage at the 1:31 mark due to an illegal body check
call on Langley. But the Saxon defenders kept their
composure and limited their opponent to a single
shot attempt during their man-down situation.

An off-sides infraction yielded a 30-second power
play for Langley, although only 19 seconds were
needed for Adams to snap in a score from eight yards,
allowing the Saxons to go ahead 13-12 in what would
prove to be the game-winner.

The Warhawks generated one last good look in
their bid to level matters but the goal-bound shot by
junior middie Matthew Arndt was kept out by Lan-
gley senior goalie Andrew Spivey. The Saxons then
literally ran out the clock with controlled possession
during the remaining time.

IN ADDITION TO AHEARN’S five goals and the
Sibio score, Langley got four goals from Adams and
solo strikes from senior middies Slater Howell and
Clay Rivers, and from sophomore attack/middie J.
T. Meyer.

Strock joined attackers Kyle Mancini, a junior, and
Brett Simeck, a sophomore, in supplying single goals
for Madison, which also had junior goalie Matt
Hayden providing one of his own late in the opening
quarter.   Junior attacker Nick Gabriel and junior
middie Ian Cooke did much of the heavy lifting on
the Warhawks’ offense with each delivering a hat-
trick to go with a pair from senior attacker Kellen
Schmitz.

Rowe claimed 24 of 29 face-offs in a productive
performance at the center that was the engine of the
Madison outburst early in second half play and an
imposing threat had the battle extended past regu-
lation time.

Spivey was credited with 11 saves while Hayden
turned back eight Saxon goal-bound attempts. The
netminders were sharp at important moments but
the two were just as busy picking the ball out of their
respective cages as both offenses had their shooting
sticks in prime form for the district title encounter.

On Tuesday, May 15 of this week, Madison head
coach Rich Hodge was set to lead his Warhawks (12-
5 overall, 7-3 district) against 11-5 Westfield
(Concorde District) in a first round game of the 16-
team Northern Region tournament. Langley head
coach Earl Brewer, meanwhile, was to see his top-
seeded Saxons (15-2, 10-0) from the Liberty enter-
tain Concord No. 4-seed Robinson (7-6, 4-3), also
on Tuesday.

Langley Boys Lacrosse Edges
Madison in Liberty Finals
Ahearn’s 5 goals, 4 assists
lead Saxons to fifth
consecutive district crown.

The Saxons celebrate
their Liberty District
boys’ lacrosse finals
win over Madison last
Friday night. The
contest took place at
Marshall High School.

Photo/Courtesy of

Langley Boys Lacrosse

McLean Gymnast Wins
State Championship

Margo Gurian, 9, a
third grader at Spring
Hill Elementary School
in Mclean, won the All
Around title at the Level
5 Virginia State Gym-
nastics Championships
held at Radford Univer-
sity on April 28. The All
Around competition
combines the scores
from all four gymnastics
events: floor exercise,
vault, uneven bars, and
balance beam. She had
a combined score of
38.0. Margo also won
first place on the floor
exercise with a score of
9.7, second on both the
vault (9.275) and the
uneven bars (9.7), and
eighth on the balance
beam (9.325) in the
individual apparatus
competition. Margo
trains at Capital Gym-
nastics in Burke.

In addition to winning the All
Around title, Margo Gurian also
won first place on the floor exer-
cise with a score of 9.7.

Photo Contributed
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

MOVING SALE TREASURES
May 19, 8:30-1:00pm

6831 Melrose Dr Mclean
Furniture, HHE, tools, etc

29 Misc. for Sale

For Sale: 47" Solid oak 
pedestal dining room table 
with 24" leaf. $300 or best 

offer. 703-473-4831

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

ELECTRICAL ASSISTANT

PROJECT MANAGER
Large electrical contractor has opening for 

Assistant Project Manager. Minimum 
requirement 3 to 5 years experience in 

electrical or mechanical project 
management or estimating. Excellent 

benefits. Mail resume and cover letter to: 
Dynalectric Company, 22930 Shaw Road, 

Suite #100, Dulles, VA 20166 or 
email to dyna_info@dynalectric-dc.com. 

No phone calls please. EOE

MEDICAL OFFICE

Busy friendly internal medicine office has 
opening for a medical assistant, LPN or 

RN.  8 to 11 AM.   Monday - Friday.  
Flexible schedule.  Must be experienced 
in blood draws.  Office located at 123 & 

Burke Centre Pkwy.  
Call Pat 703-764-4850.

Nysmith School
for the Gifted Herndon, VA

Nysmith School, Preschool through 8th Grade
Hiring for 2012-2013 academic year

College Degree Required:
• Preschool Co-Teachers
• Elementary Co-Teachers
• Middle School Co-Teachers

• Computers-knowledge of Photoshop Elements,
  Lego Mindstorms, MSWLogo, Storytelling Alice
  and XHTML a plus
• Science (H.S. Level) Part/Full Time
• Math (H.S. Level) Part Time
• Latin

Join our Playground Team!
Looking for several people to assist teachers in monitor-
ing children at recess on the playground.  Fun and friendly
environment – Flexible Hours.  $12/hr.

Send resumes to resume@nysmith.com; Fax 703-713-3336

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER
Small bookkeeping firm in Vienna is looking 

for an experienced bookkeeper to assist in 
full-charge bookkeeping assignments.

Applicant must be proficient in QuickBooks 
Premier and QuickBooks Online accounting 
software.  A bachelor’s degree in Accounting 

is preferred.
Submit resume and salary requirement via 
e-mail to:  shirley@justbookkeepers.com

Part-time, Temporary
Administrative Assistant Needed

for Alternative Medical Practice
Must be friendly, personable and know 

Quickbooks. Must be good with computer 
skills on a PC.

M-W 9:30 -5:30, Th 12-2; Friday 12-2
Send resume to lillyarm8816@yahoo.com

Do you want to work for a company
that rewards you every day?

Professional Healthcare Resources, a home care and
hospice agency with 17 years of experience, has open-
ings for Personal Care Aides (CNAs & Home Health Aides)
in the McLean, Herndon, Chantilly, Sterling and Vienna
areas.  As well as the intangible reward of knowing you
are helping someone who needs you every day.  We also
offer flexible scheduling for the right person.

For more information or to apply please call our
job line at 703-752-8777 ext. 900.  www.phri.com.

Please quote code NOVA3 when calling.

VET ASSISTANT
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Rafferty
(703) 728-7438

Driveway Sealcoating
Brush and Spray

Hot Rubber Crack Filler
Groups Discounts

Driveway Sealcoating
Brush and Spray

Hot Rubber Crack Filler
Groups Discounts

ASPHALT ASPHALT

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

Metro Gutter and Home Services
Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDY POWER
703-731-3560

* Plumbing * Bathrooms * Carpentry

* Electrical * Ceiling Fans * Painting

* Deck Repair * Power Wash
Free Estimates

Licensed • Insured

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY • HAULING
• BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • POWER WASHING
• HANDYMAN • PAINTING • TRASH REMOVAL • DRYWAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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From Page 3

YOUNG-AT-HEART will find lots of fun
options this year. Games 2U of
Huntingtown, Md., returns for a second
year of field games, such as laser tag, ar-
chery tag and a cannon. Reithoffer Shows
is bringing the Orbiter and a number of
large carnival rides. Full Tilt, The Ring of
Fire, Pharaoh’s Fury, Starship 3000 and
bumper car rides are also returning. Ticket
sales for the large rides will begin at 10:30
a.m. and will end at 4 p.m. Tickets must be
purchased with cash only. Most large rides
cost $4 (or two tickets). An unlimited ride
bracelet can be purchased for $20.

Four new food vendors are coming to
McLean Day this year and they will expand
the food offerings significantly on Eatery
Row: Pepper Creek Shellfish Farm, Suya-to-
Go and Dee’s Concessions, along with the
popular Tysons area food truck,

The McLean Day Stage has something for
everyone in the family. The children will
love the antics of the talented dogs in the
Mutts Gone Nuts Dog Show (http://
muttsgonenuts.com/

index.html), the energy of the demonstra-
tions by Mount Kim Tae Kwon Do students
and the funky tunes of Bach to Rock bands.
Proud parents and grandparents love the
Joy of Dance

performances by students enrolled in
classes at MCC. The headlining act this year
will be New Orleans style band Scott

Ramminger and the Crawstickers (http://
www.crawstickers.com/home.cfm).

PARKING is not available at Lewinsville
Park on the day of the festival, so MCC
strongly encourages participants to use its
free shuttle service. Starting at 9:30 a.m. and
continuing throughout the day, shuttle buses
will run from the park to McLean Baptist
Church, 1367 Chain Bridge Rd., Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, 1545 Chain Bridge

Road, and MCC, 1234 Ingleside Avenue.
Parking also is available at the Lewinsville
Senior Center, 1609 Great Falls Street, and
the Center will run airport-style shuttle carts
from Evers Drive, located at the rear of the
building, to the park all day.

For festival updates, driving directions,
shuttle bus stop locations and a festival area
map, visit: www.mcleancenter.org/special-
events/mcleanday.asp or call the Center at
703-790-0123/TTY: 711.

L
ongtime McLean Day Volunteer
and Master of Ceremonies
Tommy Lukas has put his micro-
phone down and is off to other

adventures.
Lukas, who with his signature top hat and

tails, greeted and entertained McLean Day
participants on the McLean Day stage for
19 years will not be participating in this
year’s festival. He has retired from the stage
and he and his wife Carol will be missed.

Lukas began his duties in 1993, when his
wife Carol was working for the Special Events
department at McLean Community Center.
A professional engineer in the automotive
industry by day, he decided to volunteer his
services because his wife was working the
event and he wanted to be with her. One day,
Special Events Director Sam Roberts asked
him to consider being the master of ceremo-
nies for the McLean Day stage. An amateur
magician since his days as a Captain in the
Navy, Lukas decided to take the job. And the
decision to wear top hat and tails? Well, he
always wore them when performing. Hav-
ing worked at orphanages, retirement homes
and children’s birthday parties, Lukas had to

adjust to the more diverse McLean Day
crowds. “Over the years, it was always a lot
of fun; most years things went off like clock-
work and we had some of the best bands in
the area come to that stage.”

In addition to volunteering at McLean
Day, he worked at many other Center events
over the years, including the annual McLean
Holiday Crafts Show, the Taste of McLean

and the annual cultural festivals. In recog-
nition of his dedication, the Center awarded
him the 2004 H. Gordon Randall Volunteer
Service Award.

The parents of five grown children, Scott,
Jeff, David, Susan and Linda, Tommy and
Carol Lukas now have nine grandchildren
and are expecting their first great-grand-
child later this month.

Photo courtesy of MCC

Tommy Lukas with his signature top hat and tails, greeted and enter-
tained McLean Day participants on the McLean Day stage for 19 years.

A History of Community Service
A fond farewell to
McLean Day Volunteer
Tommy Lukas.

Hometown Celebrated in McLean

Community organizations, such as McLean Baptist Church, provide
friendly greetings and a bounty of free information and goods to
festival goers.
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Whatever I thought was only happening in
my head – or not, or was really happening
physically – or not, is the muddled descrip-
tion of the thoughts and emotions that this
cancer survivor/cancer patient-still-receiving-
treatment feels every time I make a 24/7 self
assessment (which is often). An assessment
that seems to have a mind of its own, and
one which is mostly beyond my control to
prevent/manage its ugly head from rearing
whenever it pleases. As much as I pretend, as
much as I deny, as much as I compartmental-
ize, any and every thing that happens to me
happens in the context of having cancer. Any
misstep, physically or emotionally, real or
imagined always brings me back to the ele-
phant in every room in every house; in fact,
that metaphorical elephant is in every closet,
every drawer, on every television channel and
radio station; home or on the road; every-
where; especially and of course predomi-
nantly, in my head, and originally in my lungs
and mediastinum, where it still remains,
“stable,” for the moment.

Whatever strategy I have employed in an
attempt to manipulate my circumstances, to
prevent cancer from getting the best of me
emotionally, always suffers a setback after a
visit to my oncologist. As much as I’ve tried to
make light of these appointments over the last
three years, having heart-to-heart, life-and-
death conversations with YOUR cancer doc-
tor, one who has already told you that he
“can’t cure you, that he can only treat you,” is
unsettling at best and downright depressing
and mind-numbing at worst. Facing one’s
own mortality at age 57 conjures two quotes
from Curly Howard of The Three Stooges, a
famous one and a funny one: “I’m a victim of
soycumstance,” and “I’m too young to die,
too handsome; well, too young, anyway.”

Laughing in the face of adversity has been
an ongoing and overriding pursuit of mine
since being diagnosed with stage IV lung can-
cer in February, 2009. Not that my circum-
stances are anything to laugh about but,
oddly enough, crying about them or
“woeing” is me about them is a bit of a tired
pursuit – for me. Sure I’ve cried and been
curious why a lifelong non-smoker with no
immediate family history of cancer could be
diagnosed with a terminal disease at age 54, a
mere eight weeks after burying my widowed
mother. Nevertheless, life goes on, and it has,
as I’ve now outlived my original prognosis by
years, causing my oncologist to say to me at
the end of my most recent appointment (and
the one I may be overreacting to in this col-
umn): “It’s been a privilege treating you.”
Words, as I say, “to live by.”

Where I’m going in this column is a place
I’ve never been: a new phase in my treat-
ment, with new medications, new side
effects, new consequences and new worries;
all of which are unknown and unfamiliar to
me. Presumably all of the above are simply
more of the same – only different, if you
know what I mean – (things I can handle, just
calling them different things) meaning my
concerns are more in my head than they are
in my body. But I really won’t know until I’ve
lived it. For the moment, I can only anticipate
it. Knowing what I knew is much preferred to
not knowing what’s new. And what lies ahead
is definitely new. I can’t say anymore: “been
there and done that” – I can only say that
I’m glad – and privileged, to still be doing
anything.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“Psycho-
not-so-matic”
Anymore
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