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Jarrell
Leads
Woodson
Field
Hockey
Sports, Page 17

911’s ‘Complete Failure’
News, Page 8

‘Senior Prank’ Filmed in Area
News, Page 10

Woodson junior Kelly Stegner
scored a career-high three

goals against Hayfield during
the “Under the Lights” tour-

nament on Aug. 25 at Lee
High School.Jarrell

Leads
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News
Burke Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

F
or a few minutes on Tuesday Night, the only
sound on Veteran’s Bridge in downtown
Springfield was the rhythmic drum roll and
piercing call of the fife as the Ft. Belvoir

Fife and Drum Corps led a contingent of soldiers,
civic leaders and community participants across the
bridge in the 11th annual Springfield BridgeWalk.

“To me this walk symbolizes the renewal of the
relationship we have with the Springfield commu-
nity,” said Col. Gregory Gadson, who became the new
garrison commander of Fort
Belvoir in June, which houses
46,000 soldiers, civilians and
their families.

IN 2007, while serving in Iraq
during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, Gadson lost both of his
legs when he was injured by a
car bomb. He also served dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm, as
well as in Bosnia and Afghani-
stan.

Before becoming the leader
of Fort Belvoir, Gadson served as the director of the
Army’s Wounded Warrior Program. “My faith, my
family and my friends got me through this. My faith
has allowed me to expect things I can’t explain,”
Gadson said.

Gadson, a 20-year Army veteran who has been
awarded three Bronze Star medals and a Purple
Heart, joined Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee) and
other community leaders in signing the Army Com-
munity Covenant, which affirms the community’s
support for the Armed Forces.

McKay, who hosts the annual Lee District event,
read the covenant to the crowd of about 150 people
gathered on the grounds of Springfield’s American
Legion Post 176 after the ceremony:

“We the community, recognize...
*The commitment soldiers and their families are

making every day.

*The strength of soldiers comes from the strength
of their families.

*The strength of families is supported by the
strength of the community.

*The strength of the community comes from the
support of employers, educators, civic and business
leaders and its citizens.”

“The evening’s bridge walk is especially significant
to all of us because we are honoring our good friends
from Fort Belvoir by renewing the Army Community
Covenant,” McKay said.

“We grew up together, and it’s a special relation-
ship the community has with Fort Belvoir,” said
Fairfax County Board of Supervisor’s Chairman
Sharon Bulova (D-at-large).

Supervisor Pat Herrity (R- Springfield) told the
crowd that the significance of the event “hit home”
for him after attending the funeral earlier in the day
of United States Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Ryan
Jeschke of Herndon.

“It’s especially meaningful for me to be here to-
night to renew this covenant and honor the sacrifice

and commitment of our young
men and women who serve
every day in our military,”
Herrity said.

Other dignitaries who made
brief remarks included U.S.
Rep. Jim Moran (D-8), Sen.
George Barker (D-39), Del.
Vivian Watts (D-39), and
Fairfax County School Board
Representative Tammy Kaufax.

THE EVENT included patri-
otic music from the Kings Park

Concert Band, light refreshments and door prizes.
But the focus of the evening was clearly on Gadson,
who received cheers and handshakes from hundreds
of community leaders and residents.

Nicole Carrello, a sixth-grader at Crestwood El-
ementary School, attended the event with her par-
ents and grandparents. She said her uncle served in
Iraq.

Her father, Santiago Carrello, said he attended the
event to show his “support for our troops.”

“It’s important to support soldiers like Col.
Gadson,” Carrello said. “Look what he sacrificed for
us.”

“It’s an honor for me to be here and talk to people
in the community,” Gadson said. “It’s wonderful to
feel the community’s support, because that means
everything to the men and women in uniform who
are fighting.”

Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee)
and daughter Leann, 5, lead
dignitaries in reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance during
the 11th annual Springfield
BridgeWalk on Tuesday, Aug.
28. (From left) Del. Vivian
Watts (D-39); Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Sharon Bulova (D-at-
large); Fairfax County School
Board Representative Tammy
Kaufax; Supervisor Pat
Herrity (R-Springfield); Sen.
George Barker (D-39); and
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8).

The Fort Belvoir Color Guard and the Fife and Drum Corp
led participants on a march across Veterans Bridge during
the 11th annual Springfield BridgeWalk on Tuesday, Aug.
28. Participants included members of Springfield’s Ameri-
can Legion Post 176, VFW Post 7327, the Greater Spring-
field Chamber of Commerce, the Fort Belvoir Motor Cycle
Department and the Buffalo Solders Motor Cycle Club.

The Veteran’s Memorial at American Legion Post 176 in
Springfield.

Drum Roll, Please
11th Annual Springfield
BridgeWalk celebrates
community support of
Fort Belvoir’s soldiers.

“To me this walk
symbolizes the renewal
of the relationship we
have with the
Springfield community.”

—Col. Gregory Gadson,
garrison commander of Fort Belvoir
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

R.R. Ties
$14.99 & Up
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Bulk Mulch, Fill, Playground
Chips and Organic Compost
$24.99/cu. yd.
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Fee is $140 for 15 week session.

To register call 301-261-5745 or contact
Robert Rudolph, Conductor at rrudolph@messiahhumc.org.

is open to all area residents age 55 and above.
 Rehearsals are on Wednesdays from 1:30-3 pm at

Messiah United Methodist Church
 starting September 5th.

The Springfield
Encore Chorale

News

A
fter filing a report last week with the Fed-
eral Communications Commission on
Verizon’s 911 outages, Fairfax County of-
ficials are looking at how to improve their

own communications during emergencies.
The county wants to know how it can better com-

municate with residents and businesses in a disaster
like a derecho, hurricane or terrorist attack. Officials
are seeking feedback in a short, online survey.

“We’re asking for every resident to provide input,
as well as business owners,” said David McKernan,
coordinator of the Fairfax County Office of Emer-
gency Management. “It’s important for us as emer-
gency planners to learn how this storm affected our

residents, businesses and infrastructure so that we
can implement corrective measures and plans for a
better response for future storms.”

To take the survey, visit https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/fairfaxemergencyinfo.
This survey is part of the county’s official review of
its response to the July 2012 derecho.

However, this storm is not the last time that the
county could experience widespread, long-lasting
power outages.

Hurricane season lasts until Nov. 30 in the Wash-
ington, D.C. area, and forecasts calls for five to eight
hurricanes in the Atlantic this year. It’s not only the
Gulf Coast that’s at risk, officials say. In 2003, Hurri-
cane Isabel left thousands in the area without power
and water for days.

—Victoria Ross

Feedback Sought on
Emergency Communications
Fairfax County online
survey now available.

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) high school
football stadiums will sport new banners this fall en-
couraging parents and adults in the community to
report underage drinking parties to the police. The
banners, donated by the Unified Prevention Coali-
tion of Fairfax County (UPC), are a part of the UPC’s
Parents Who Host, Lose the Most education campaign.

While there has been a decline in reported alcohol
use by high school seniors from 2005 to 2010, the
2010-11 Fairfax County Youth Survey showed that
36.5 percent of high school seniors report they have
used alcohol in the past 30 days and 20.5 percent
reporting binge drinking during the past two weeks.

The main message of the campaign encourages
parents and adults to support alcohol-free events and

to report parties with suspected underage drinking
to police. Parents and adults may call 703-691-2131;
these calls can be anonymous.

Each FCPS high school has received a banner for
its football stadium and gym, as well as Parents Who
Host (PWH) fact cards about underage drinking laws
with tips for parents for distribution at parent events,
PWH posters for school offices frequented by par-
ents, a poster on risks of underage drinking for post-
ing in student areas, and a print advertisement for
homecoming and football programs and for school
and booster club websites.

The nonprofit UPC partners with more than 50
community organizations to prevent violence, alco-
hol, and other drug use by youth and young adults.

Football Stadiums Sport Banners Against Underage Drinking

Fairfax residents Cara Bialek and
David Hixon have been named to the
fall 2011 dean’s list at the Savannah
College of Art and Design, Savannah,
Ga.

Austin Lee has been named to the
fall 2011 dean’s list at Randolph-Macon

Academy. He is the son of Leah Lee of
Fairfax and Seung Kyu of Arlington.

Brittney Ransdell has been named
to the fall 2011 dean’s list at Randolph-
Macon Academy. She is the daughter of
Denise Ralls of Fairfax.

School Notes

Nathan Warren of Fairfax has been
named to the fall 2011 honor roll at
Loomis Chaffee School, Windsor, Ct.

Paul Anthony Polanski of Fairfax
has earned a bachelor of science from
Excelsior College of Albany, N.Y.

Send notes to the Connection at south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…Your Newspaper

www.connectionnewspapers.com

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS
“GILLIGAN”
Gilligan is a very playful,
active kitty that loves to
play with his litter mates
Gidget and Gideon. Come
meet this energetic fella
now!

For a free digital subscription to one or all of the 15
Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the print edition, including
photos and ads, delivered weekly to your
e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail: goinggreen
@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

From left, Julie Clemente of McLean is a member of the First Lady’s Initiatives Team
Efforts (FLITE); Heidi Murkoff is the author of the best-selling “What to Expect” preg-
nancy and parenting series of books, website resources and apps; Jamilia Shipman,
executive director of Operations for Operation Homefront DC Metro and local meteo-
rologist Kim Martucci, who did the honors as the emcee.
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In her remarks to the moms, Virginia’s First Lady
Maureen McDonnell admitted she gets nervous speaking
to a crowd and would rather be out there holding the
babies and that’s just what she did: 7-week-old Connor
Paszkiet seems pretty happy with the arrangement.

Michelle Toothman from the Franconia area, First Lady
Maureen McDonnell and Patty Pacheco of Springfield share
a few moments talking about “mom things.” Michelle and
Marine Drum and Bugle Corps David are expecting their
first child. Patty’s husband is an Army officer.

From left, Ashley Adams, Crystal Fichter, Aileen Brasse,
Laura Piper. As the only one in the group with the experi-
ence of one already, Crystal had to show the other expect-
ant moms how it’s done, as they tried to prepare to
transport the baby furniture won as a door prize.

Baby Shower for Military Moms
Virginia’s First Lady, FLITE
and Operation Homefront
host the event at Waterford
in Springfield.

I
t started with a phone call 28 weeks ago. What
happened inbetween—the planning, the co-
ordination, the logistics, the marshalling of per-
sonnel and resources, and just a lot of hard

work—would have made a Pentagon strategist proud.
It’s a fitting analogy since the recipients of all this
effort were more than 100 expectant and new mili-
tary moms, representing all branches of military ser-
vice, who attended a very special group baby shower
at The Waterford in Springfield on Aug. 21.

The phone call was from first lady of Virginia
Maureen McDonnell to Julie Clemente of McLean.
When not absorbed in her role as the president of
the Friends of Clemyjontri Park in McLean, Clemente
is often to be found involved in activities as a mem-
ber of the First Lady’s Initiatives Team Effort (FLITE).
FLITE is Mrs. McDonnell’s answer to her husband
the governor’s inaugural address call to pursue “A
Commonwealth of Opportunity.” One hundred
women from across the state belong to FLITE, work-
ing to identity programs, activities, individuals and
organizations that demonstrate exemplary achieve-
ment within the first lady’s four key focus areas and
providing assistance and support for their efforts. One
of those focus areas targets military families, seek-
ing ways to give back to those who serve and those
who support.

“Of course you say ‘Yes!’ when the first lady of Vir-
ginia is on the line!” said Clemente when describing
how the baby shower was conceived. “Especially
when she’s asking you to help in such a worthwhile
effort.”

The next step for Clemente was contacting Opera-
tion Homefront’s DC Metro Chapter. Chapter co-
founder and President Vivian Dietrich was delighted
to co-host. The group has experience organizing mili-
tary baby showers and gladly accepted the assign-
ment.

Clemente and Dietrich then took things to the next
level. Clemente contacted her friends, Heidi and Erik

Murkoff. Heidi is the creator of the best-selling “What
to Expect” pregnancy, birth and parenting series and
website that began with the book “What To Expect
When You’re Expecting.” Hoping to receive a few
signed copies of the book as giveaways at the shower,
Clemente was nearly overwhelmed when Erik
Murkoff offered books for all the attendees—and a
guest appearance by Heidi who would also do a book
signing and lead a Q&A session.

Operation Homefront DC Metro’s Dietrich did her
share of recruiting as well, lining up a speaker from
Fort Belvoir to provide practical baby care informa-
tion and snagging Emmy-award winning meteorolo-
gist Kim Martucci as the day’s emcee. Martucci, who
currently freelances in our area and can be seen do-
ing the video forecast for NBC 4, couldn’t have been
a better choice, being close to the due date of her
own pregnancy.

Throughout the day, Operation Homefront volun-
teers circulated to assist, often taking a baby for a
stroll while the mom had a chance to eat, take notes,
or just stretch and take a break.

Mrs. McDonnell also added to the baby shower
swag that the moms would be taking home. She and
the governor had red “onesies” made for each of the
moms with “Our Little Hero” printed on the front
and a “Thank You from Governor and Mrs. Bob
McDonnell.”

“I am the daughter and the daughter-in-law of men
who served. My husband served, active and reserves,
for 21 years. Even more recently, I have spent many
long nights waiting anxiously for that phone to ring.
Just like all of you, I waited to hear that beautiful
voice and know that they’re safe,” said Mrs.
McDonnell, referring to her daughter Jeanine who
served as an Army signal corps officer in Iraq. “Vir-
ginia needs to remember our service men and women
and their families. You all are the selfless, quiet he-
roes of the freedoms we all wake up to each morn-
ing.”

Heidi Murkoff was next up, speaking and then lead-
ing a lengthy Q&A session. Hands just kept being
raised. The moms seemed genuinely relieved to be
able to ask a wide range of questions and ask for
advice.

More photos and information at
www.firstlady.govenor.virginia.gov and Operation Homefront
at www.operationhomefront.net/dcmetro.
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Opinion

First Day of School Coming Up
And never too early for
parents to get involved.

Editorials

T
he first day of school in most of
Northern Virginia is Tuesday, Sept.
4. We don’t agree with having the
General Assembly dictate the first

day of school, requiring the start date to be af-
ter Labor Day, but starting school after Labor
Day does seem more hospitable than the Aug.

27 start in many other areas.
Attending Back to School

Night and making contact with
teachers is one of the most im-

portant things parents can do to set up the
school year for success. Back to School Nights
begin the first week of September. Find the date
for yours:

Fairfax County http://www.fcps.edu/news/
backtoschool/.

This school year will be the last for superin-
tendent for Fairfax County Public Schools Jack
Dale, who has announced his retirement ef-
fective June 30, 2013. The School Board will

spend much of the coming months in the search
and selection of the new superintendent.

In Fairfax County, students will be encour-
aged to BYOD. That’s “bring your own device.”
With written parental permission, students will
be allowed to connect to school wireless with
their smart phones, tablets and laptops. Stu-
dents and parents should remember that school
officials will be able to examine those devices
and discipline students for content and activi-
ties that are in violation of conduct rules and
act accordingly. More at  http://www.fcps.edu/
it/byod.

Reminder:
Check Voter Status

While Northern Virginia has remarkable
rates of voter registration, many changes to
polling places, political district boundaries and
rules for voting in Virginia, make it worth
double checking your status now. Virginia’s
front seat role at the Republican National Con-
vention serves as a reminder that every Vir-
ginia vote cast will count in November.

To vote on Election Day, you must be regis-
tered at your current address no later than Oct.
15, 2012. You can check your registration status
online by going to www.sbe.virginia.gov. There
you can also download a voter registration form
and mail it to your local elections office address.

Every Virginia voter should expect a new
voter identification card in the mail at the be-
ginning of October, very close to the Oct. 15
deadline, so better to check now.

Mail or FAX updates to your local Electoral
Board.
Fairfax County Board of Elections

703-222-0776, www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/
12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax,

Suite 232, Fairfax, 22035; FAX 703-324-2205;
email voting@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Correction: Last week’s Newcomers and Community
Guide omitted the name of an independent candidate,
Mark T. Gibson, running for U.S. House of
Representatives in the 11th District. The same
paragraph also mistakenly referred to that district by
the wrong district number in a second reference. The
correction have been made in our online and PDF
editions.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Our Health Depends on the Air We Breathe
By Jim Moran

U.S. Representative (D-8)

F
or too many Americans and
Virginians, simply breathing
the air can be dangerous.

That’s especially the case for the
306,000 Virginia children and
96,000 adults who battle asthma,
the 1.1 million with cardiovascular
disease, the 154,000 with chronic
bronchitis and the estimated 411,000 who live
in poverty. But it is true for all of us and it’s
that way because of soot in our air.

Soot, or fine particulate matter (PM2.5), is
composed of a mixture of solid particles and
liquid droplets, usually made up of several dif-
ferent types of harmful chemicals. It’s easy to
recognize as it contributes significantly to the
haze that blankets many cities and national
parks. Smokestacks and tailpipes churn out
soot and we breathe it in, every day.

The body reacts to it in much the same man-
ner as it does to tobacco smoke. Smaller than
a grain of sand and only visible with a micro-

scope, tiny soot particles travel deep
into the lungs when inhaled and
swiftly penetrate the bloodstream,
immediately increasing the risk of
severe respiratory distress, heart at-
tacks and strokes.

Soot kills; leads to hospitaliza-
tions; triggers asthma attacks, heart
attacks and strokes; and has been
linked to causing permanent lung
tissue and airway damage, repro-

ductive complications and cancer.
For decades, the Clean Air Act has helped

protect the air we breathe by letting us know
and track what pollutants make it into our air
and allowing us to set targets, make plans, and
have accountability for reducing those pollut-
ants over time. And perhaps most importantly,
it requires that we review those standards as
science helps us understand new risks.

That’s happening now with soot. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) is review-
ing the current standard for soot, last set in
1997. Since then, more than 10,000 studies
have demonstrated that soot is a public health

threat and that we must ensure that fewer
smaller particles are able to get into the air and
into our lungs.

Earlier this summer, the EPA proposed a new
stronger standard for soot and is accepting pub-
lic comments on these standards until the end
of August. What are the potential benefits of
enacting the strongest standard? By cleaning
up soot, we can prevent 35,700 deaths, 23,290
visits to the hospital and emergency room, 2,350
heart attacks, 1.4 million cases of aggravated
asthma and 29,800 cases of acute bronchitis
every year. An estimated 2.7 million days of
missed work and school due to air pollution-
caused ailments would be avoided annually.

It’s August in Washington and the humidity
makes it hard enough to breathe for even the
most healthy among us. While we see the haze
of air pollution on really bad days, we do not
see the particles within it. And those particles
are a threat to our health and the health of
our families and neighbors. I hope all Virgin-
ians and Americans will join me in asking the
EPA to stand strong for a strong soot standard.
We’ll all breathe a bit easier when you do.

Commentary

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Senior Olympics
Deadline

Saturday, Sept.1., register at
www.nvso.us for the 2012 Northern Vir-
ginia Senior Olympics, to take place
throughout Northern Virginia, Sept. 15-
26. Participants can compete in over 40

events anywhere from swimming to yo-
yo tricks. Events will take place on
Sept.15-26 at 18 venues throughout
Northern Virginia. Registration fee of
$12. For more information, call 703-
228-4721 or go to www.nvso.us.

Discover Pond Life at Walney
Pond. 10-11 a.m., Walney Pond,
Ellanor C.Lawrence Park, 5040
Walney Road, Chantilly. Discover
pond life and all sorts of creatures
such as tadpoles, water scorpions,
dragonfly nymphs etc. at the park.
meeting with a naturalist at Walney
Pond will help you find out what is

living under the water at the pond’s
edge. $2.50 per person. 703-631-
0013. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes.

THURSDAY/AUG. 30
Workhouse Farmers Market. 3:30-7

p.m. Workhouse Arts Center, 9601
Ox Road, Lorton. Locally grown
fruits, vegetables, meats and poultry;
and local foods. Every Thursday
through Oct. 25.
www.WorkhouseArts.org.

County Residents' Feedback on
Derecho Emergency Response.
Through Sept. 7, the Fairfax County

Office of Emergency Management
(OEM) requests feedback from
businesses and residents to assess the
county’s response to the June 29
derecho storm. Find the survey at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 4
 Citizens’ Advisory Committee.

7:30 p.m., in the West Springfield
District Station, 6140 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Join for a presentation
from Captain Joe Hill on “State of
West Springfield.” http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/
stations/westspringfield/.
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A Michael Nash Company

◆ Additions & Extensions
◆ Major Renovations
◆ Two-Story Additions
◆ Total Kitchen Remodeling
◆ Total Bathroom Remodeling
◆ Complete Basement
   Remodeling

◆ Custom Garages
◆ Sun Rooms
◆ Screened Porches
◆ Custom Wine Cellars
◆ Jacuzzi & Steam
   Shower Spas
◆ Interior Design

Min. $30,000 kitchen project. Present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/29/12

www.michael-nash.com

Present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/29/12

News

The 2013 BalletNova Young
Choreographers Competition
launches in September and is open
to residents of Northern Virginia.
Applicants must submit a video-
tape via YouTube plus a short es-
say and recommendation from
their teacher. Five finalists will be
chosen virtually by a slate of in-

ternationally recognized judges,
and then the public is invited to
vote for their favorite choreogra-
pher through Facebook. The popu-
lar vote counts 20 percent toward
the total score. For more informa-
tion on how to apply please con-
tact BalletNova at
info@BalletNova.org.

Young Choreographers Competition

Photo contributed

BalletNova Young Choreographers Competition first-place
winner Elizabeth Burr receiving her prize from BNYCC
Chair Punky Scruggs and BalletNova Artistic Director
Nancie Woods.
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News

A Complete Failure
Fairfax County
says Verizon
‘failed com-
pletely’ during
June 29 derecho.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

T
he eerie silence is what
Steve Souder, Fairfax
County’s 911 director,
remembers about the

night of June 29, when the
derecho hit Fairfax County.

“The derecho was fierce and
sudden, a lot of things most storms
aren’t,” Souder said in an interview on Friday. “We
were busy as all get-out.”

The fast-moving storms slammed Fairfax County
at about 10:20 p.m., resulting in a record number of
emergency calls—a 415 percent jump for 911 dis-
patchers and a 2,000 percent jump for Fire and Res-
cue. Approximately 30 minutes later, power flickered
and then died in the McConnell Public Safety and
Transportation Operations Center (MPSTOC), where
46 911 dispatchers were fielding hundreds of calls.

“We can’t afford to be crippled, so our generators
came on, and we’re rocking and rollin’ in the blink
of an eye,” Souder said.

At 1:30 a.m., the first wave of calls started to sub-
side.

“We’re taking a deep breath and looking ahead to
sunrise, when we fully expected another wave of calls
as people wake up and take a look around their
homes at the damage,” Souder said.

THE NEXT MORNING, as hundreds of thousands
of county residents awoke to smashed cars, split
fences and downed power lines from uprooted trees,
the county’s 911 operators braced themselves for
another onslaught of calls.

But the next wave never came.
“The phones just stopped ringing. We were dead

in the water… Never, ever, ever has this happened
to us,” said Souder, who has been in emergency op-

erations for 44 years.
It would be several more hours before Souder and

other County officials learned that no calls were get-
ting through due to a problem with Verizon. Accord-
ing to Souder, all calls to Fairfax County’s 911 go
through the Verizon network, regardless of the com-
mercial carrier service. From 7:36 a.m. until 3 p.m.
on June 30, 911 service was completely down and
for the next three days service was sporadic.

Souder said signs of trouble with Verizon came
around 7 a.m., when Verizon sent a cryptic email to
Fairfax County staff saying that the Arlington cen-
tral office was without power or backup battery/gen-
erator. The references to Arlington, according to
Souder, suggested that 911 service was affected only
in Arlington County, so Fairfax County’s 911 staff con-
tinued with their normal operations.

“We are completely unaware that incoming 911
call service from Verizon is slowly dying…We don’t
get officially notified until about 10 hours after [the]
whole mess begins, which is completely unaccept-
able,” Souder said, adding:

“It’s like the Captain of the Titanic telling passen-
gers the ship hit an iceberg when the bow is on the
bottom of the ocean floor.”

As a result of this critical outage, Fairfax County
submitted official comments to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) detailing what hap-
pened, suggestions for Verizon to improve its service

and exhibits to show supporting
documentation and actions.

“During and after a storm, and in
any emergency or disaster, the loss
of the public’s ability to contact emer-
gency responders is most profoundly
felt,” according to County officials.
“Families in darkened homes crushed
by fallen trees, motorists unable to
get through roadways blocked by
downed electric power lines, elderly
residents in care facilities without
power in temperatures over 90 de-
grees, and any other citizens in need
of emergency services must be able
to call 911 to seek assistance.”

“Fairfax County is, and will stay, on
top of this,” said Fairfax County Board

See Complaint,  Page 9
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Steve Souder

“It’s like the
captain of the
Titanic telling
passengers the
ship hit an iceberg
when the bow is on
the bottom of the
ocean floor.”

—Steve Souder, Fairfax
County 911 Director
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Fairfax County’s 911 Call Center located in the McConnell
Public Safety and Transportation Operations Center,
named after former Fairfax County Supervisor Elaine
McConnell.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

B
urke hosts its biggest
block party on Sept. 8
and 9 as the community

welcomes friends and neigh-
bors of all ages for the 35th
annual Burke Centre Fall Festi-
val. The event will be held at
the Burke Centre Conservancy’s
(BCC) Festival Grounds, 6060
Burke Centre Parkway.

“This is still the most afford-
able family event around,” said
Jeannie Winslow, administra-
tion director for the BCC. “The
goal is not to make money, but
to celebrate the Burke Centre
community.”

Winslow said this year’s event
features community favorites,
such as the quality arts and
crafts show with a shopper in-
centive program where buyers
can win prizes just for making
a purchase, delicious food and
live entertainment appealing to
all ages.

“We’ve enhanced the event by
adding more pony rides and
face painters so the lines are not
too long. I always say there’s
something for everyone, but it’s
true with this event,” Winslow
said.

She added that there is a sur-
prise this year, which will “prob-
ably” happen on Sunday after-
noon.

“I’ve wanted to do something
like a flash mob at the festival
for several years, but you have
to come out and see if we can
make that happen, maybe on
Sunday afternoon around 1
p.m. You never know,” she said,
smiling.

In addition to two days of live
entertainment, including the
popular Mexican Dance En-
semble, there are carnival rides,
two moon bounces, a junior
Ferris wheel, a 28-foot rock-
climbing wall, interactive wild-
life exhibits, face-painting, tod-
dler play areas and pet care cen-
ters. New features this year in-
clude private areas for nursing
mothers and diaper changing,
TalkStory with Burke Living
History Demonstrations (from
3-4 p.m. each day), and a clas-
sic Mustang raffle hosted by the
Baileys Crossroad Rotary Club.

“We really try to find some-
thing that’s appealing for all age
groups, and everything is rea-
sonably priced, so it’s a very
family-friendly event,” Winslow
said. “There are many free ac-
tivities, and all of the entertain-
ment is free, so you don’t have
to spend a dime. People are usu-
ally quite pleased with the va-
riety of food, attractions and
entertainment.”

Her “insider” tip this year?
Use the free shuttle buses,
which will pick up festival-goers
at the community centers and
Metro bus lots. In addition, free
parking is available along Burke
Centre Parkway and at
Knollwood Community Church
on Saturday across from the
conservancy. The festival typi-
cally draws about 10,000
people for the weekend,
Winslow said.

Check out the website at
www.burkecentreweb.com for
more information about park-
ing, sponsors and other event
information.

The popular Las Quetzales Mexican Dance Ensemble
at the Burke Centre Festival.

Burke Centre Fall
Festival Sept. 8-9
Affordable family
fun—and flash
mob (maybe…)

Festival Hours
Saturday, Sept. 8

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 8

5 to 10 p.m. Wine Garden with
live music and appetizers.

Sunday, Sept. 9
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

*Admission is free.
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of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova (D-at
large). The County’s response to the FCC, released
last Thursday, lays the blame for the outage squarely
at the feet of Verizon, and Verizon acknowledged
some responsibility in its Aug. 13 report to the
MWCOG.

After first denying it had major problems with Ar-
lington County’s 911 service, Verizon officials admit-
ted they did not know 911 emergency service was
out in Fairfax County until alerted by County officials.

In the Verizon report, officials said two major gen-
erator failures—one in Fairfax and one in the cen-
tral Arlington office, which routes 911 calls to mul-
tiple centers—caused “multiple failures cascading
from these specific generator problems.”

Verizon also reported that it lost visibility over its
own network, so that technicians did not know that
power was draining from battery-operated genera-
tors until it was too late.

“When the batteries in the Arlington central office
were being depleted… why was there a delay in de-
ploying additional resources to remedy the situation
before the Arlington facility went dark?” asked
County officials, in concluding statements in the FCC
report. “Verizon’s 911 service in Fairfax County failed
completely during the June 29, 2012, derecho. Both
immediate and longer-term changes are needed to
improve 911 service in the metropolitan Washing-
ton, D.C., area.”

THE CURRENT FCC REPORT is one of several
investigations launched into the 911 fiasco. Accord-

ing to officials, Fairfax County is pursuing the issue
from many angles, including the report to the FCC
and regional work through the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Council of Government.

“We are very fortunate that no one died as a result
of the 911 outage,” said Supervisor Pat Herrity, (R-
Springfield). Herrity is a member of the statewide
911 panel tasked with looking into the outage.

“I have every confidence that Fairfax County is up
to whatever emergency comes our way—in as much
as we have control. I’m more worried about third
parties such as Verizon based on our 911 experience.
Frankly, that was wholly unacceptable and we are
going to do everything necessary to hold their feet
to the fire,” said Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee).

Souder said it’s gratifying to know Verizon is tak-
ing some responsibility, and attempting to fix its com-
munication problems.

“The public should know that, seven weeks after
this storm, we’re still a long way from being done
from making sure this (911 failure) doesn’t happen
again,” Souder said.

From Page 8

County Files FCC Complaint
News

How to Improve 911
Service in the Area?

Fairfax County’s report to the FCC outlines immediate and
long-term changes needed to improve 911 service in the area.

❖ To read Fairfax County official comments to the Federal
Communications Commission, go to http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/
document/view?id=7022005003

❖ To read Verizon’s Aug. 13 report, go to http://
w w w . n e n a . o r g / r e s o u r c e / r e s m g r / G o v A f f a i r s /
Verizon911OutagesReport.pdf
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

New and Prospective Member
BBQ Picnic. On Sunday, Sept. 9, 5
p.m., at Congregation Adat Reyim, 6949
Conservation Drive, Springfield. Learn
about the members of Congregation Adat
Reyim. RSVP by Aug. 31 to
o f f i c e @ a d a t r e y i m . o r g .

Adat Reyim Tashlich Service and
Ice Cream Social. on Monday, Sept.
17, 4 p.m., at Lake Accotink Park, 7500
Accotink Park Road, Springfield. Join on
Rosh Hashanah to cast off sins. Ice cream
treats to follow. RSVP to
religiouspractices@adatreyim.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers Sun-
day worship services at 8:30 a.m. and 11
a.m. Nursery care is provided. Christian
education for all ages is at 9:45 a.m. 703-
830-3175.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic
Church, 6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton,
conducts Sunday masses at 7:30 a.m.,
8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. It
also offers a Saturday vigil at 5:30 p.m.
and a Thursday Latin mass at 7 p.m. 703-
817-1770 or www.st-andrew.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, 8304 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield, offers casual worship ser-
vices on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
featuring contemporary music. More tra-

ditional services take place on Sunday
mornings at 8:15 and 11 a.m. Sunday
School is at 9:45-10:45 a.m. for children
and adults. The church also offers discus-
sion groups for adults. 703-451-5855 or
www.poplc.org.

Kirkwood Presbyterian Church,
8336 Carrleigh Parkway in Springfield,
supports a Mothers of Preschoolers
(MOPS) program on the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Meetings are
9:30-11:30 a.m. at the church. All moth-
ers and children are welcome. The
program provides mothers an opportu-
nity to get to know other mothers
through discussions and craft activities.
Register at 703-451-5320.

JCCNV Mother’s Circle program,
for women who are not Jewish but are
raising Jewish children. Free education
in Jewish rituals, practices and values,
while respecting the participant’s choice
to retain her own religious identity. Jew-
ish Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike in
Fairfax. Contact Laurie Albert, 703-537-
3064 or LaurieA@jccnv.org.

Franconia United Methodist
Church, 6037 Franconia Road, Alexan-
dria, offers traditional Sunday church
services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. plus Sun-
day School classes for all ages at 9:45 a.m.
Childcare is available 8:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
There will be a Terry Hall Concert on Sat-
urday, April 14 at 4 p.m. with old spirituals,
classic hymns, southern gospel favorites
and more. 703-971-5151 or
admin@franconiaumc.org or
www.franconiaumc.org.

Faith Notes

The Reverend Tim
Heflin will begin his
tenure as rector of St.
Andrew’s Episcopal
Church in Burke on
Sunday, Sept. 9.
Heflin recently served
as associate rector
and day school chap-
lain of Trinity Church
in Baton Rouge, La.,
a church comparable
in size to St.
Andrew’s, yet with a pre-k to fifth
grade day school of nearly 200. As
the associate rector, Heflin was
responsible for the bulk of pasto-
ral care, Christian education for all
ages, Wednesday night dinners
and programs, youth and young
adults and outreach, as well as
weekly school liturgical duties. He
also served as priest-in-charge as
the church went through a rector
transition and search process in
2011. Heflin was ordained at Trin-
ity in 2008.

In life prior to ordained minis-
try, Heflin served in various man-
agement and chaplain positions in
hospice programs across the coun-
try, from Chicago to Colorado, and
in the metro New Orleans area
following Hurricane Katrina in
2005. He was the director and
volunteer recruiter of a medical
clinic for homeless and low-in-
come persons in his native Jack-
son, Miss. While attending gradu-
ate school in Princeton, N.J.,

Heflin completed in-
ternships in the Hell’s
Kitchen neighbor-
hood of New York
City and at Trenton
State Prison of New
Jersey. He has taught
on the elementary
grade level as well
having taught college
students and adults.

Heflin studied colo-
nial American reli-

gion and philosophical thought as
a history major at Mississippi Col-
lege, where he spent some time
running varsity cross-country and
track. He earned a Master of Di-
vinity degree from Princeton Semi-
nary in 1994, where he studied
secularization theory and civil re-
ligion; he was awarded the Ed-
ward Howell Roberts Prize (Se-
nior) for preaching while at
Princeton. Heflin later focused on
liturgy as he earned a Certificate
in Anglican Studies prior to his
ordination.

A passionate sports fan, espe-
cially of the SEC and New Orleans
Saints, Heflin likes to read, and
enjoys hiking and now more lim-
ited running, cooking the evening
meals and spending time with his
two favorite females—Alexis, his
wife and a Latin/Classics teacher
and Simone, their 4-year-old yel-
low Labrador retriever named for
Heflin’s favorite theologian,
Simone Weil.

New Rector Comes to St. Andrew’s

Tim Heflin
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T
he community has rallied together be-
hind the new local film in progress,
“The Senior Prank.” Director Donald
Leow, who also directed previous film

“For the Glory,” has brought in cast and crew from
all over the country, while recruiting local talent
for his film as well. Many members of the Fairfax
community have gathered to be extras, show their
talent on screen, help with tech, or just support
the film.

Part of the excitement for the film comes from
bringing in the talented actor of the hit 2011 movie
“Courageous,” Ben Davies, to play lead role Bran-
don.

“The Senior Prank” is the story of a group of
popular teenagers who decide to elect a girl with
Down’s Syndrome as their homecoming queen for
a joke. This family drama with a Christian basis is
sure to touch hearts as it displays the horrible truth
of bullying.

The movie itself was filmed all over the area, in
places like Manassas Baptist Church, The Kings
Chapel in Clifton, Word of Life Christian Acad-
emy in Springfield, and even Great Harvest Bread
in Lorton. Many locals have opened up their homes
to the cast and crew for housing as well as to pro-
vide backdrops to shoot scenes.

The local participation and location in filming
“The Senior Prank” makes the community very
integrated and rightfully excited to see it on the
silver screen.

—Hannah Bunting

‘Senior Prank’ Filmed in Area
Local talent recruited for
“The Senior Prank.”

Faith

Ben Davies (Bran-
don) and Frank
Stephens (Ben),
play brothers in
the movie.

Carys Meyer, who
plays Carly, getting
her make-up done
before shooting.

The filming of
“The Senior Prank.”

Photos

Contributed
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Where Your Dental Needs
Come First!

Family Dentistry

• Crowns, Bridges, Partials,
   Full Dentures and Implants

• Denture Relining,
   Dentures and Partials
   Repaired While You Wait

• Saturday and Evening
   Appointments Available

• Most Insurances Accepted

• Free Invisalign Consultation

Raja Gupta, DDS
Dental First Associates, LLC

9570 A Burke Road, Burke, VA
in Burke Village II

703-323-9394
yourdentalfirst.com

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

Includes Exam,
Cleaning (in absence

of gum disease)
and X-rays

$89$89
(Regularly $288)(Regularly $288)

COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages,
the first week of
every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle
sections, the
second week of
every month.
Peek at the top
real estate sales,
glimpse over-the-
top remodeling
projects, get prac-
tical suggestions
for your home.

Celebrate
students, camps,
schools,
enrichment
programs,
colleges and
more in our
A-plus:
Education,
Learning, Fun
pages, the third
week of every
month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call
703-778-9431

BE A SPONSOR
at the 2nd Annual
“Fore” the Kids
Golf Tournament!

You are invited to join us
at Hidden Creek Country
Club October 1, 7:30 A.M.
Sponsorship Opportunities

Platinum Title Sponsor
With Golfers: $5,000

Without Golfers: $4,400
Gold Plus Sponsor
With Golfers: $3,500

Without Golfers: $3,200
Gold Sponsor

With Golfers: $2,500
Without Golfers: $2,200

Silver Sponsor
With Golfer: $2,000

Without Golfers: $1,700
Bronze Sponsor

With Golfers: $1,500
Without Golfers: $1,200

Foursome: $700
Contact: Jim Hyland

jim@pennsylvaniaavenuegroup.com
703-973-3830
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buffa’s
dance

studio
• Pre-School Dance Movement • Hip Hop
• Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Lyrical • Pointe
• Modern • Acro • Boys’ Classes
• Ages 3 to Adult • Beginner to Advanced
• Professional Instructors

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

CALL 703-425-5599

New Performing Space opening for Fall 2012
12,000 square feet in total for Buffa’s Dance Studio

www.buffas.com • buffadance@msn.com

Come
Join
the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS

Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS,

A SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END-OF-THE-SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION

BY OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2012-2013 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

www.kiddiecountry.com

REGISTER
NOW!

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

News

Paul VI Runfest 5K Sept. 16 in Fairfax
A

fter a two-year hiatus, the
Paul VI Catholic High
School (PVI) Runfest 5K

will return Sunday, Sept. 16, at 8
a.m., to the City of Fairfax. Previ-
ously run over 10 consecutive
years, it was last held in fall 2009.

With strong support from the
community, this year’s race will
raise funds for PVI’s nationally rec-
ognized Options Program for stu-
dents with intellectual disabilities.
A portion of the proceeds will also
benefit the PVI Cross Country pro-
grams.

The certified 5K course is a two-
loop route with a few gentle hills;
it starts and finishes in the PVI
parking lot behind the school at
10675 Fairfax Blvd. All race regis-
trations, except for on race day,
may be submitted online at http:/
/tinyurl.com/pvirunfest2012.

The entry fee for students and
faculty is $15; all others are $25.
The race-day fee is $35 for every-
one. Full race details, including T-
shirt and packet-pickup locations,
are at the Runfest website above;
or contact Race Chairman Jim
Turcol at
crosscountry7@verizon.net.

“We are very grateful to the

Ready to take off: The starting line at a previous Paul VI
Runfest 5K race.

many local businesses that have
given their support through cash
or in-kind donations,” said Spon-
sorship Chairman Deirdre
Kvartunas. “We still have more to
do in order to defray costs and of-
fer great prizes.”

An excited team of volunteers
has been working hard to make
the 11th Runfest a race to remem-

ber, with traditional top-finisher
and age-group prizes, as well as
many random prize drawings.

“It’s great that the race has re-
turned to PVI,” said Turcol. “Many
participants and volunteers have
mentioned that they missed it and
asked when it would be held
again.”

—Bonnie Hobbs
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Classes held at WEST SPRINGFIELD HIGH SCHOOL, 6100 Rolling Rd., Springfield, VA 22152
For more information call Sheree Tsai at 571-278-5679 or visit our website: www.weihwa.org

Learning Mandarin ChineseLearning Mandarin Chinese
Fun and Easy!Fun and Easy!

• Exciting, fun and educational
   programs for pre-K to 12 graders
• Language classes are held from
   2 to 4 on Sundays
• Courses in Hanyu Pinyin method
   and simplified Chinese characters

• Courses in Zhuying method and
   traditional Chinese characters
• Chinese conversational
   courses for adults and children
• Extracurricular courses in math,
   art, keyboard, SAT prep, martial
   arts, and many more…

Enrollment for 2012-2013
School year is now open!

School
Starts

Sept. 9

News

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

L
isten, baby…

“Ain’t no mountain
high. Ain’t no valley
low. Ain’t no river wide

enough, baby. If you need me, call
me. No matter where you are. No
matter how far.”

The Motown classic “Ain’t No
Mountain High Enough,” by
Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell,
has been a show-stopping favor-
ite for decades.

The same was true Thursday
night for the karaoke team from
Northrop Grumman, who won
bragging rights as the 2012 Best
Performers during the Fairfax
Chamber’s second annual karaoke
event to benefit Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools education foundation.

The team joined more than 250
members of the Northern Virginia
business community, elected offi-

The foundation, Corcoran said,
is not a scholarship program, but
a way to fund and support initia-
tives in Fairfax County’s world-
class public school system.

Corcoran said the event grew
from five teams participating in
the singing competition the first
year to 22 karaoke teams this year.

“What was really great about
this event is that you didn’t have
just one sector participating. You
had a who’s who from companies
of all sizes, government contrac-
tors, banks, elected officials,
FCPS.”

Corcoran said Helios HR in
Herndon was the event’s Signature
sponsor. “Kathy Albarado, Helios
HR’s CEO, was great at creating
enthusiasm for this event. You
have no idea how excited people
were.”

Erin DeWaters, the Fairfax
Chamber’s vice president of com-

CHAR-A-OKE AWARD WINNERS
Best Performance: Northrop Grumman
Best Vocals: Dominion Virginia Power
Best Moves: Cordia Partners
Best Lyrics: McGladrey Tax Services
Spirit Award: Helios HR
Best Duet: Cardinal Bank
Most Crowd Participation: John Marshall Bank

$1 million raised for Fairfax
County Public Schools
Education Foundation.

Char-a-oke Anyone?

cials and other notables who sang
or cheered on other participants.
The list included Delegates Dave
Albo, Mark Keam, Barbara
Comstock, Kay Kory, Alfonso
Lopez, Jim Scott, Ken Plum, Vivian
Watts and Tom Rust. Senators in-
cluded Dave Marsden and Barbara
Favola, as well as Fairfax County
Supervisor John Foust and Fairfax
County Public Schools (FCPS) Su-
perintendent Jack Dale.

“The atmosphere was electric,”
said Fairfax Chamber President &
CEO Jim Corcoran. “It was an in-
credible display of community in-
volvement, competition and just
plain fun, all in support of a great
cause – education.”  Corcoran
said the Education Foundation
has made contributions to FCPS
of over $1 million in the past two
years. The event raised about
$19,000 last year and $30,000
this year.

munications, said some companies
recruited interns to participate,
while others got their CEOS on
stage to perform, and some teams
practiced all summer.

“It was also a great team-build-
ing effort and a way to boost em-
ployee morale,” DeWaters said.

Corcoran said last year he per-
formed original lyrics to Billy Joel’s
“Piano Man.” And this year? “They
fired me,” he joked.  But DeWaters
set the record straight: the event
was so popular they filled the 22
slots quickly with chamber mem-
bers.

Members of
the Northrop
Grumman PDP
Team (l-r)
Andrew Tran,
Stephanie
Paone, Neetu
Dhillon,
Candice Cur-
rier, Vivian
Obando and
Ashley Stone
celebrate
winning Best
Performance at
Char-a-oke.

Attendees
were so
enthusiastic
about the
event, all the
teams took
the stage
together at
the end of
the night to
sing “Sum-
mer Nights”
from Grease.

Photo Contributed

Photo by Jenny Ruley/FCPS
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OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 & 2

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Centreville
13912 Woods Run Ct..........$379,900....Sun 1-4............Karen Sale..Long & Foster..703-402-2312

Fairfax
5312 Windsor Hills Dr.........$600,000..Sun 12-5.........Lena Restivo ..........Weichert..703-855-7341

Fairfax Station
8030 Woodland Hills Ln...$1,150,000...Sun 2-4 ...............Pat Fales...........RE/MAX..703-503-4365

10656 Canterberry Rd.........$899,000....Sun 2-4...............Pat Fales...........RE/MAX..703-503-4365

Springfield
8800 Winding Hollow Way..$355,000....Sun 1-4..............Viv Alfaro..Long & Foster..703-678-7821

7055 Leewood Forest Dr ..$339,950...Sun 1-4..Kathleen Quintarelli...........Weichert..703-862-8808

Woodbridge
6174 Oaklawn Ln................$369,900....Sun 1-4 .... Glenna Spencer..Long & Foster..703-475-1320

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call Steve Hogan

at 703-778-9418 or e-mail the info to
shogan@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Tuesday at 3 P.M.

Calendar

To have community events
listed, send to south@
connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416 with ques-
tions. Deadline for calendar
listings is two weeks prior to
event.

THURSDAY/AUG. 30
Activist Group. 7-9 p.m., at

Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
The Sierra Club/Great
Falls welcomes all to learn
about the Dominion
Virginia Power Coal to
Clean Energy Campaign
and planning to bring
offshore wind and solar
energy to Virginia. Pizza and drinks
provided. 703-506-4310.

FRIDAY/AUG. 31
Slightly Something. 7:30 p.m., at

Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway, Alexandria.
Come enjoy pop music. 703-324-
7469 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances.

Alte Kameraden “AUG-toberfest”
Concert. 7:30 p.m., at Lake
Accotink Park, Springfield. Enjoy a
German band outdoor concert.
www.fairfaxband.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 1
150th anniversary of the Battle of

Ox Hill Commemoration. 10
a.m.-5 p.m., at the Ox Hill Battlefield
Park, 4134 West Ox Road, Fairfax.
Civil War re-enactors make  artillery
and infantry demonstrations; a
souvenir craft available for children.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/oxhill.

Public Reception: Han-Mee
Artists, Blurring Boundaries. 5-
7 p.m. Workhouse Arts Center, 9601
Ox Road, Lorton. The Korean
American Artists Association of
Greater Washington, DC, an
organization for artists of Korean
heritage. Exhibit open Aug. 31-Sept.
23. www.workhousearts.org.

MONDAY/SEPT. 3
Children’s Music Performance

Series. 10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. First
and third Mondays of each month.
Free admission. 703-352-2787 or
www.fairfaxarts.org.

Fourth Annual Doggie Splashdown.
7 p.m., at Fairfax Swimming Pool,
4200 Roberts Road, Fairfax. The
fourth annual Doggie Splashdown
benefits the Humane Society of
Fairfax County and your pet. Keep
dogs on leashes until event begins. $5
suggested donation. 703-273-1342 or
betsyd@fairfaxpool.com.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 4
Encore Chorale of Potomac

Academy. 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. The
Woodlands Retirement Community,
4320 Forest Hill Drive, Fairfax. For
singers age 55+. http://
encorecreativity.org

Fairfax Old Town Hall Gallery Art
Show. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Old Town
Hall, 3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
Tuesdays and Wednesdays the
September Fairfax Art League exhibit
opens to the public on the second
floor. www.fairfaxva.gov.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 5
Encore Chorale of Springfield.

1:30 - 3 p.m. Messiah United
Methodist Church, 6215 Rolling
Road, Springfield. For singers age
55+. http://encorecreativity.org

Fairfax Old Town Hall Gallery Art
Show. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Old Town
Hall, 3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
Tuesdays and Wednesdays the
September Fairfax Art League exhibit

Blurring
Boundaries

Han-Mee Artist Association of
Greater Washington, D.C. pre-
sents Blurring Boundaries at the
Lorton Workhouse starting Friday,
Aug. 31 through Saturday, Sept.
23. There will be an opening re-
ception on Saturday, Sept. 1 from
5-7 p.m. The gallery is open from
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Wednesdays
through Saturdays and from noon
to 5 p.m. on Sundays. Email
scotthabes@lortonarts.org for
more information.

opens to the public on the second
floor. www.fairfaxva.gov.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 7
13 the Musical. 7:30 p.m. Lake

Braddock Secondary School, 9200
Burke Lake Road, Burke. http://
www.metrotheater.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 8
Burke Centre Festival. 10 a.m.-10

p.m., at the Conservancy Festival
Grounds, 6060 Burke Centre Pkwy.
Amusement rides, craft show,
Mustang raffle, face painting, festival
food, flash mob dance, live
entertainment  (dancers, singers,
sorts demos), misting tents, puppet
shows, book talks, a wine garden and
wildlife shows. burkecentreweb.com.

Fair Oaks Mall Home &  Lifestyle
Expo. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., at the Grand
Court in Fair Oaks Mall, off I-66 at
Route 50, Fairfax. Free and open to
the public. 703-359—8302 or
www.ShopFair.Oaks.Mall.com.

 Wakefield Skate Park Opening. 11
a.m., Wakefield Park, 8100 Braddock
Road, Annandale. Watch demos,
enjoy light refreshments and live
music and hear brief remarks by
officials as they cut the ribbon. 703-
324-8662 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/skatepark.

13 the Musical. 4 p.m. Lake Braddock
Secondary School, 9200 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. www.metrotheater.org.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 9
Burke Centre Festival. 11 a.m.-5

p.m., at the Conservancy Festival
Grounds, 6060 Burke Centre Pkwy.
Amusement rides, craft show,
Mustang raffle, face painting, festival
food, flash mob dance, live
entertainment  (dancers, singers,
sorts demos), misting tents, puppet
shows, a wine garden and wildlife
shows. www.burkecentreweb.com

Fair Oaks Mall Home &  Lifestyle
Expo. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., at the Grand
Court in Fair Oaks Mall, off I-66 at
Route 50, Fairfax. Free and open to
the public. 703-359—8302 or
www.ShopFair.Oaks.Mall.com.

Volunteers for Change
Orientation. Noon-1 p.m., at the
Volunteer Fairfax Office, 10530 Page
Ave., Fairfax. A volunteer program
for busy professionals, students, stay-
at-home moms/dads or anyone with
limited time featuring a flexible
calendar of fun weekend and
weekday evening projects. RSVP at
703-246-3895 or e-mail
jkivlin@volunteerfairfax.org.

Model Train Display. 1-4 p.m. 11200
Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax
Station. The Northern Virginia
NTRAK group will have running table
top (T- Trak) model trains at the
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum. $3
for adults; $1 for children. 703-425-
9225, www.fairfax-station.org.

“Rebuilding the Pentagon.” 2 p.m.,
at the Fairfax Museum and Visitor
Center, 10209 Main Street, Fairfax.
Construction Project Manager Walker
Lee Evey will discuss the massive
rebuilding project in the year
following the September 11, 2001

terrorist attack on the Pentagon. 703-
385-8414.

MONDAY/SEPT. 17
Children’s Music Performance

Series. 10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. First
and third Mondays of each month.
Free admission. 703-352-2787 or
www.fairfaxarts.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 22
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra:

Masterworks I. 8 p.m. George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax.
Conductor Christopher Zimmerman
and pianist Jeffrey Biegel perform
Adams’ The Chairman Dances,
Zwilich’s Shadows for Piano and
Orchestra, Bernstein’s Three Dance
Episodes from “On the Town” and
Gershwin’s Piano Concerto in F
Major. $25-$55. 703-563-1990 or
www.fairfaxsymphony.org.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 23
Solo Guitarist David Rogers. 8 p.m.

Epicure Cafe 11213-A Lee Highway,
Fairfax. 703-352-9193.

MONDAY/OCT. 1
Children’s Music Performance

Series. 10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. First
and third Mondays of each month.
Free admission. 703-352-2787 or
www.fairfaxarts.org.

MONDAY/OCT. 15
Children’s Music Performance

Series. 10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. First
and third Mondays of each month.
Free admission. 703-352-2787 or
www.fairfaxarts.org.

MONDAY/NOV. 5
Children’s Music Performance

Series. 10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. First
and third Mondays of each month.
Free admission. 703-352-2787 or
www.fairfaxarts.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 17
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra:

Masterworks II. 8 p.m. George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax.
Conductor Ken Woods and violinist
Benjamin Beilman perform
Beethoven’s Overture to Coriolan,
Op. 62, Symphony No. 2 and Violin
Concerto. $25-$55. 703-563-1990 or
www.fairfaxsymphony.org.

MONDAY/NOV. 19
Children’s Music Performance

Series. 10:30 a.m. Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. First
and third Mondays of each month.
Free admission. 703-352-2787 or
www.fairfaxarts.org.
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To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.

703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM

 Worship Service
10:30 AM

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County
Southwest 703-912-1719

Baptist
Preservation of Zion

Fellowship 703-409-1015
Catholic

Church of the Nativity
703-455-2400

Christian Reformed
Grace Christian Reformed

Church 703-323-8033
Episcopal

Church of the Good
Shepherd 703-323-5400

St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church

703-455-2500

Lutheran
Abiding Presence Lutheran

Church 703-455-7500
Methodist

Burke United
Methodist Church

703-250-6100
St. Stephen’s United Methodist

Church  703-978-8724

Non-Denominational
Burke Community Church

703-425-0205
Calvary Christian Church

703-455-7041
Knollwood

Community Church
703-425-2068

Presbyterian
Burke Presbyterian Church

703-764-0456
Sansaug Korean

Presbyterian 703-425-3377

Unitarian Universalist
Accotink Unitarian

Universalist 703-503-4579

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - Realtime Service
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule

visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

Messiah United Methodist Church
www.messiahumc.org

Check out our:
• dynamic youth group
• both men’s and women’s ministry
• wonderful choirs, bell choirs and a full orchestra
Sunday Services 8:15, 9:30 and 11 am
Sunday School 9:30 and 11 am
Childcare is available during worship
Sign language interpreter at 11 am.

6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
(near West Springfield High School)

703-569-9862

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

The filming of “The Senior Prank.”
Carys Meyer, who plays Carly, getting her make-up done
before shooting.

‘Senior Prank’ Filmed in Area Local talent recruited for
“The Senior Prank.”

T
he community has rallied together
behind the new local film in
progress “The Senior Prank.” Direc-
tor Donald Leow, who also directed

previous film “For the Glory,” has brought in
cast and crew from all over the country, while
recruiting local talent for his film as well. Many
members of the Fairfax community have gath-
ered to be extras, show their talent on screen,
help with tech, or just support the film.

Part of the excitement for the film comes

from bringing in the talented actor of the hit
2011 movie “Courageous,” Ben Davies, to play
lead role Brandon.

“The Senior Prank” is the story of a group of
popular teenagers who decide to elect a girl
with Down’s Syndrome as their homecoming
queen for a joke. This family drama with a
Christian basis is sure to touch hearts as it dis-
plays the horrible truth of bullying.

The movie itself was filmed all over the area,
in places like Manassas Baptist Church, The

Kings Chapel in Clifton, Word of Life Chris-
tian Academy in Springfield, and even Great
Harvest Bread in Lorton. Many locals have
opened up their homes to the cast and crew
for housing as well as to provide backdrops to
shoot scenes.

The local participation and location in film-
ing “The Senior Prank” makes the community
very integrated and rightfully excited to see it
on the silver screen.

—Hannah Bunting

Community

F
airfax Art League’s Sep-
tember Gallery Shows at
the Fairfax Old Town

Hall Gallery and the Fairfax Vil-
lage Gallery open Saturday,
Sept. 8 and run through
Wednesday, Oct. 3. These exhib-
its will be free to the public with
an opening reception where
guests may personally meet Atti
Wheeler and the other Fairfax
Art League artists at the Fairfax
Old Town Hall Gallery in the
City of Fairfax on Thursday,
Sept. 13 from 7 to 9 p.m.

Atti Wheeler will be the fea-
tured artist at both Fairfax Art
League Galleries this month,
while a complete assortment of
fine art paintings, drawings and
fine art photography by mem-
bers of the Fairfax Art League
will also be on exhibit.

Atti Wheeler says she enjoys
searching out artistic media
because she always finds some-
thing new to discover, such as
movement of lines, shape, col-
ors, light, shade and form,
which she says attract her.

She uses a mixture of oil
painting and mixed media to
express her reaction to her sub-
jects. This often involves col-
lages with earth materials, used
for visual and textured effects.
Wheeler says that for her, paint-
ing is copying the subject but a
creative response conveying her
appreciation and excitement
about her subjects.

Wheeler received a B.F.A. de-
gree in Fine Arts from
Accademia Di Belle Arti Univer-
sity of Fine Arts in Rome, Italy,
majoring in design and paint-
ing. She received many awards
from The Fairfax Art League,
Alexandria Art League and
MOCA DC Art Gallery in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The Fairfax Old Town Hall
Gallery September Art Show is
on the second floor of the Old
Town Hall at 3999 University
Drive at the corner of Main
Street in the City of Fairfax from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.

Fairfax Village Art Gallery
September Art Show will show
“How We Survived

Summer,” in which Fairfax
League artists preset their ac-
cordingly-themed work. The
Village Gallery is located at
3950 University Drive in the
Old

Town Plaza within the City of
Fairfax near Route 123. This gal-
lery will be open Saturdays from
1 to 7 p.m. starting Sept. 8.

Art League
Hosts Gallery
Events
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $65

Houses $125
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash Removal
  Cars Removed

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

HAULING HAULING

ADMIN SALES ASSIST

P/T in C’ville, 15-20 hours/week, $12-14
per hour. 50% Commission, Flex  hours, 

9-1 or 1-5. Growth   opporty. Call: 
703-585-8078,    or  E-mail:   

emccarthy@farmersagent.com.

DRIVER – JOB #2013-002

Operate 15 pass. van taking persons with 
disabilities to and from work/day 

programs. Approx. 6 hrs./day.  Requires 
willingness and physical ability to assist 

people and to secure wheelchairs on 
vehicles.  AM route begins approx. 7 AM 

& finishes approx. 10 AM.  PM route 
begins approx. 3 PM & finishes approx. 

6 PM.  Priority will be given to 
applicants residing in Reston/
Herndon/Centreville vicinity. 

M-F, $14/hr. EOE/AA.  M/F/D/V. 
Criminal background check, good 

driving record and drug/alcohol screens 
required for all positions.

Apply online at 
http://echoworks.balancetrak.com.  

Closing date September 6, 2012.
NO PHONE CALLS.

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 

practice in Alexandria & Fairfax has an 
upcoming  opening  for a F/T position. 
Some travel between offices. Ideal for 
nurses returning   to  the   workforce.   

Competitive salary  with  benefits.  
Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to Attn: Sharon @ 
703/914-5494 

EmploymentEmployment

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he West Springfield
field hockey team is in
search of its first dis-

trict championship since 1973.
While the Patriot District tour-
nament is more than five weeks
away, the Spartans started their
journey by winning four of their
first six games, including a 2-1-
1 performance at the “Under
the Lights” tournament Aug.
24-25 at Lee High School.

After beating Mount Vernon
at home, 2-0, during its season
opener on Aug. 22, West
Springfield opened its “Under
the Lights” competition with a
6-1 victory against Thomas
Jefferson on Aug. 24. Natalie
Ha scored a pair of goals for the
Spartans, and Casey Nelson,
Tasy Novopachennaia, Brittan
Muir and Kara Kachejian each
scored one. Later in the day,
West Springfield tied Mount
Vernon, 1-1, in a rematch with
the Majors. Novopachennaia
scored the Spartans’ lone goal.

West Springfield faced TJ on
Lee’s turf field and played
Mount Vernon on the outfield
grass of the Lancers’ baseball
field. The Spartans’ home field
is turf, and fourth-year head
coach Rosie Donaldson said the

team needs to better adapt to
playing on grass.

“The first game we did very
well,” Donaldson said. “…The
second game didn’t go as well
as I would have liked it to go. I
think we need to adjust on the
grass—we practice on turf and
we play on turf—we need to
adjust on grass and we just
didn’t do that very well. We
played well enough—we didn’t
lose—but I think we have to
learn how to adjust a little bet-
ter because we are going to face
some teams on grass this year.”

On Aug. 25, the second day
of the tournament, West Spring-
field defeated Oakton, 2-1, and
lost to Chantilly, 3-1. On Aug.
28, the Spartans defeated
McLean, 3-2, improving their
record to 4-1-1.

Muir, a sophomore, and
Novopachennaia, a senior cap-
tain, are two of the Spartans’
top offensive threats. Marissa
Trujillo, a senior, is one of the
team’s top defenders. Nelson, a
senior, is also a captain. Julia
Schwabenbauer, a senior, is the
Spartans’ starting goalkeeper.

West Springfield will travel to
face Stuart at 7:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Aug. 31. The Spartans will
open Patriot District competi-
tion at home against Lake
Braddock on Sept. 10.

West Springfield senior Tasy Novopachennaia battles
for the ball against two Chantilly players during the
“Under the Lights” field hockey tournament on Aug.
25 at Lee High School.

West Spring-
field sopho-
more Brittan
Muir plays
center-midfield
for the Spar-
tans field
hockey team.

Spartans Win 4 of 6
Spartans looking for first district
title in nearly four decades.
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

F
irst-year Woodson head field hockey coach
Meg Jarrell isn’t much older than her play-
ers, but that hasn’t stood in the way of the
22-year-old trying to light a competitive fire

under the Cavaliers.
Jarrell took over a program that qualified for the

state tournament as recently as 2009, but failed to
advance to even the regional tournament in 2011.
Woodson is off to a 3-1-2 start in 2012, including a
2-0-2 effort at the “Under the Lights” tournament
Aug. 24-25 at Lee High School. Jarrell, a 2008 Lake
Braddock graduate who played field hockey at
Davidson College, said the Cava-
liers have responded to her max-
effort teachings.

“The girls, although the record
might have been down [last sea-
son], they’re a very disciplined
squad and they’re very talented, but
I think they kind of [developed] this
attitude, ‘We win some, we lose
some,’” Jarrell said. “Right from the
get-go, our first scrimmage, I really
made the impression on them a loss
is not OK when you don’t play your
best. They’ve really taken that to
heart and wins mean more to them
and the losses hurt—and I want the
losses to hurt because I want them
to learn from them, not just go
home and say, ‘All right, we’ll go out
the next day and do whatever.’

“A team with this much talent not
making it to the regional tourna-
ment is not acceptable and they
know that, and they hold pretty
high expectations.”

Jarrell said having a small age
gap between coach and players helps her relate to
the Cavaliers, and athletes still show her the respect
of an elder.

After defeating Chantilly, 2-0, in their season
opener on Aug. 22, the Cavaliers faced the Chargers
again on the first day of “Under the Lights” and fin-
ished in a 1-1 tie on Aug. 24. Junior midfielder Alex
Lightfoot scored Woodson’s goal.

“I think we’re definitely improving with every game

we play,” sophomore midfielder Isabel Obregon said
after the tie against Chantilly. “We started off slow
at our first scrimmage, but each game we’ve played
I think we’ve gotten better and we’re becoming more
of a team.”

In Woodson’s second game of the day, the Cava-
liers defeated T.C. Williams, 4-1, with goals from
Jasmine Kim, Kelly Stegner, Obregon and Maddie
Browning.

Woodson started strong on the second day, beat-
ing Hayfield, 6-1, on Aug. 25. Stegner, a junior
midfielder, scored a career-high three goals against
the Hawks.

“Once she learns to keep the ball moving as fast as
her legs, she’s going to be incredible,” Jarrell said.

“I’ve only had her for two or three
weeks if you go all the way back
to the beginning of tryouts, and
she’s made incredible leaps and
bounds. She’s so fast and so ath-
letic. She’s been told she’s one of
the best athletes in the school and
it shows.”

Molly Wecker scored a pair of
goals against Hayfield and Coco
Armstrong added one.

Woodson closed the tournament
with a 2-2 tie against Thomas
Jefferson. Stegner and Kim scored
goals for the Cavaliers.

On Aug. 27, Woodson lost to
three-time defending Liberty Dis-
trict champion Fairfax, 1-0.

Defensively, Jarrell said junior
right back Claudia Muratore and
senior goalkeeper Jessica Peckins
should be standouts for Woodson.
At midfield, Jarrell described
Lightfoot as “just a total brick
wall.” Senior forward Meghan
Smiga, one of the team’s top play-

ers, is out with an injury.
Woodson will travel to face Westfield at 7:30 p.m.

on Sept. 7. The Cavaliers’ next home game is Sept.
12 against Oakton. Woodson will open Patriot Dis-
trict play on Sept. 14 against South County.

“I think we’ll do really well,” Stegner said. “Our
coach is really solid, she has a lot of plays for us to
do and we have really productive practices. I think
we’re going to go really far. I’m excited.”

Cavaliers fell short of regional tournament in 2011.

Jarrell Leads Woodson Field Hockey

Woodson junior
Alex Lightfoot,
right, competes for
the ball against a
Hayfield player at
the “Under the
Lights” tournament
on Aug. 25 at Lee
High School.

Photos by

Craig Sterbutzel/

The Connection

Meg Jarrell, a 2008 Lake
Braddock graduate, is in
her first season as
Woodson head field
hockey coach.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

IVY CHRISTIAN COLLEGE TO HOST ON-SITE VISIT

Ivy Christian College will host a Transnational Association of
Christian colleges and schools on-site evaluation team on 
09/10-13 for the purpose of evaluating the college for 
Candidacy.

Third party comments are invited and may be addressed to:
TRACS, 15935 Forest Rd, Forest, VA 24551.

TRACS is approved by the U.S. Department of Education as a
nationally-recognized institutional accrediting agency and 
appears on the Secretary’s List of Approved Accrediting Agen-
cies, which is approved in the Higher Education Directory. 
TRACS is also recognized by the Council for higher Education 
Accreditation (CHEA).

Ivy Christian College
9401 Mathy Drive Suite100
Fairfax, Virginia 22031
Tell  : 703) 425-4143
Fax:  (703) 425-4148

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

32 Lost

Lost diamond 
wedding set.  

Reward!
646-673-0562 

102 Instruction

Looking to start the
school year strong?
Tutoring is available at

Aspire Tutoring Services
of Northern Virginia!

Dean’s List College Graduate 
with 7 years of Experience. 

Accounting/Finance Degree.
All grade levels, specializing 
in Math, Spanish, English.
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616.

Rate is $50/hr.
l

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6.........Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.........Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2...............Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...............Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

T
hree artists from the Work-
house Associate Artists
(WAA) were chosen as

People’s Choice Award winners for
their current exhibitions in the
Vulcan Gallery (Building W16) at
the Workhouse Arts Center in
Lorton. The winners were chosen
during the Workhouse’s monthly
Second Saturday Art Walk on Aug.
11. The winners are Maria Bennett
Hock (1st place), Jack Dyer (2nd
place) and Richard Mallory Allnutt
(3rd place).

FIRST PLACE went to Maria
Bennett Hock, of Burke, for her
piece Barefoot Ballerina. She spe-
cializes in painting portraits and
figurative pieces that convey emo-
tion. Her work has been shown at
numerous galleries including loca-
tions in Dupont Circle, Washington,
D.C, in Alexandria and Solomon’s
Island, Md.

Bennett Hock currently exhibits at the
Lorton Workhouse Arts Center. Along
with commissions and gallery exhibits,
she is a member of the Portrait Society
of America, Springfield Art Guild, Tor-
pedo Factory Art Center and volunteers
as a docent at the Workhouse Art Center
in Lorton.

SECOND PLACE went to Jack Dyer, of
Springfield, for his piece Lotus Blossoms.
Dyer paints outdoors, on site, in various
weather and values a chance to see,
smell, listen, walk around, even to touch
the subject, evoking a painter’s response
unobtainable in the studio. He graduated
from the Massachusetts College of Art
and worked as a newspaper artist and
art teacher in Boston before he came to
Virginia as the curator of art for the U.S.
Marine Corps Museum. His work may be
seen on a regular basis at the Lorton
Workhouse’s Vulcan Gallery W-16 and at

the Artists Undertaking Gallery, 309 Mill
St., Occoquan.

THIRD PLACE went to Richard Mallory
Allnutt, of Fairfax Station, for his piece
Ice Fishing. A British-born photographer
based in the United States, he focuses
primarily on portraiture, but his passions
for aviation and the natural world also
play a strong role in his repertoire. His
images have been published in books
and magazines such as JazzTimes, Swing
Journal, Smithsonian Air & Space and
Capitol File. Allnutt has also worked as
a set photographer on several motion
picture films. He currently works prima-
rily in Washington, D.C., New York, Ot-
tawa and London.

You can find more information about the
Workhouse Art Center at
www.workhousearts.org. The gallery is located
at 9601 Ox Road, Lorton.

The Workhouse
People’s Choice Awards

Lotus Blossoms, by Jack Dyer of Springfield, won second place.

The first place winner, Barefoot
Ballerina, by Maria Bennett
Hock of Burke.
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BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

BETTY BARTHLE
703-425-4466

OVER 35 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
E-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com • Website: www.bettybarthle.com

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

Search for homes on my Website at
DianeSundt.LNF.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

www.BillupsTeam.com
703-690-1795

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313

Cell: 703-362-2591
NVAR Top Producers

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Fairfax
Station

$1,398,000
Eleven acre
serene oasis
with private
pond! Custom
Deck House
w/ beamed &
vaulted wood
ceilings, walls
of windows &

Trex decks w/ stunning views. Updated kit & baths &
hardwood floors. Center aisle barn offers 4 paddocks,
6 stalls, lighted dressage ring & jumping field.

Clifton $1,050,000
Stately brick home with impeccable landscaping! This distinc-
tive 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath home is sited on 5.6 gorgeous acres
and with in-ground pool. Walk-out Lower level offers game
room, media room, bedroom with a kitchenette and full bath.

Burke
$425,000
POOL IS
OPEN!!!

Rare opportunity
for beautifully
improved and
maintained 3-level
Split w/top-quality
upgrades including
new windows/doors

and MORE! 3 BR, 2/5 BA w/ garage for 2 cars! Professionally
Expanded w/large Family Rm w/ brick FP + large Rec Rm and dream
workshop in basement. BEAUTIFUL ANTHONY SOLAR-HEATED
IN-GROUND POOL, loads of storage, and is on quiet cul-de-sac
street. Call Steve NOW for preview showing! 703 981-3277.

BURKE $559,900
Gorgeous 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home on .25 acre. Large eat-in
kitchen with granite countertops and newer cabinets. Family
room with fireplace and built-in bookcases. Very private
yard. Finished walk-out basement. Fantastic neighborhood.

Call Diane for more info at 703-615-4626.

Burke $579,900
To see why this home

sold in 2 days, visit
www.10343SteamboatLandingLane.com

and call Judy at
703-503-1885

SOLD IN 2 DAYS
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Fairfax $595,000
Celebrate for years
to come in this
sweet Middleridge
colonial. Across
the street from
Wood-glen Lake,
boasting gleaming
hardwood floors,
granite counters,
ceramic tile, new

Stainless Steel appliances, luxurious master suite, plus
extra large Family Room. A Screened-in porch overlook-
ing lovely yard & finished lower level with full bath
come too. All dressed up for a new family to love! Visit it
virtually at www.10715JohnTurleyPlace.com, or give
Catie & Steve a call today!

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

Search for homes on my Website at DianeSundt.LNF.com

Did you just help your kids embark on the next
chapter in their lives? Is your house now feeling
too big? Is the thought of another summer of
yard work making you feel a bit queasy?

Don’t stress! If you’re thinking it’s time to
“flee the big nest” too, give me a call. I will help
you stay on course.

When It’s Time to Sell the Place YOU
call Home, Let Me Help You SOAR.

LOOKING FOR AN AGENT
TO MARKET YOUR HOME WITH

EXPERIENCE – KNOWLEDGE – SERVICE?

CALL SHEILA ADAMS

SERVING THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA AREA
FOR 30+ YEARS

SPECIALIZES IN CIVILIAN/MILITARY
RELOCATION MOVES

FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS,
CALL SHEILA TODAY: 703-503-1895

Sheila.adams@longandfoster.com

Lorton
$249,900
Location

3 finished levels
* 3/4 bedrooms
* 3.5 baths
* End unit
townhome
* New paint
* New carpet

* Updated Kitchen * Large rec room with Walk-
out to large fenced yard. Close to transportation
& Fort Belvoir * Call Buzz 703-503-1866

Annandale $479,900
5 BR, 3 BA all-brick rambler
located on a premium 1/2 acre cul-
de-sac lot that backs to dense
woods! Large eat-in kitchen with
center island. Hardwood floors.
Huge rec room in the walk-out
basement. 2 fireplaces. Woodson
H.S. District! Call 703-690-1795.

Fairfax Station $1,590,000
Amazing 5 acre estate home with 2-car garage, 4 bed-
rooms, 41⁄2 baths in the main residence, plus an additional
2 room and full bath guest house over a detached 3-car
garage. Stunning, luxurious master suite plus a gorgeous
custom kitchen, custom library and separate sunroom.
Regulation-sized tennis court, swimming pool, hot tub
and 1/4 mile sports tract. Beautiful decking and balcony.

Fairfax Station $679,000
4 bedrooms, 31⁄2 baths. Beautiful hardwood floors on the
upper two levels. Separate library off the living room.
Two fireplaces. Deck and screened-in porch. Huge recrea-
tion room with a custom bar/entertainment area. Plus a
guest room and full bath. Walk out from the recreation
room to a lower patio or from the kitchen to a deck and
porch. Two-car side-load garage. Surrounded by trees!
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Address ................................. BR FB HB .. Postal City ..... Sold Price ... Type ..... Lot AC . PostalCode ........ Subdivision ............... Date Sold

1  4720 WALNEY KNOLL CT ....... 4 .. 3 . 1 ... CHANTILLY ....... $740,000 .... Detached .. 0.42 ........ 20151 ......... POPLAR CORNER ............. 06/04/12

2  7000 CLIFTON KNOLL CT ...... 5 .. 3 . 1 .. ALEXANDRIA ...... $740,000 .... Detached .. 0.23 ........ 22315 ............CEDAR KNOLL ............... 06/29/12

3  7925 HOLLINGTON PL .......... 5 .. 4 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $739,000 .... Detached .. 0.29 ........ 22039 ............ BARRINGTON ................ 06/01/12

4  6420 CALEB CT ..................... 4 .. 4 . 1 .. ALEXANDRIA ...... $735,000 .... Detached .. 0.13 ........ 22315 ............ KINGSTOWNE ............... 06/22/12

5  13477 CONEFLOWER CT ....... 4 .. 4 . 1 .. CENTREVILLE ..... $730,000 .... Detached .. 0.19 ........ 20120 ........ FAIRCREST SOUTH ............ 06/28/12

6  5101 HIRST VALLEY WAY ....... 4 .. 3 . 1 .. CENTREVILLE ..... $730,000 .... Detached .. 0.24 ........ 20120 ........ FAIR LAKES CHASE ............ 06/29/12

7  9011 SCOTT ST .................... 4 .. 3 . 1 .. SPRINGFIELD ..... $725,000 .... Detached .. 0.35 ........ 22153 ....... SOUTH RUN FOREST .......... 06/22/12

8  7902 GLENBARR CT .............. 4 .. 3 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $720,000 .... Detached .. 0.26 ........ 22039 ............ BARRINGTON ................ 06/29/12

9  5021 VERONICA RD .............. 5 .. 4 . 1 .. CENTREVILLE ..... $720,000 .... Detached .. 0.16 ........ 20120 ...... FAIRLAKES CROSSNG .......... 06/29/12

10  6118 UNION CAMP DR .......... 5 .. 3 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $719,900 .... Detached .. 0.46 ........ 22039 ......... FAIRFAX STATION ............. 06/08/12

11  11200 SPLIT RAIL LN ............. 5 .. 3 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $710,000 .... Detached .. 5.00 ........ 22039 ....... THE HOLLY FOREST ........... 06/22/12

12  10609 TIMBERIDGE RD ......... 4 .. 2 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $708,000 .... Detached .. 5.00 ........ 22039 FOUNTAINHEAD / TIMBERLANE .. 06/29/12

13  4715 LEIGHFIELD VALLEY DR . 4 .. 3 . 1 ... CHANTILLY ....... $705,000 .... Detached .. 0.38 ........ 20151 ............ POPLAR PARK ................ 06/25/12

14  7700 WHITE WILLOW CT ...... 4 .. 3 . 1 .. SPRINGFIELD ..... $705,000 .... Detached .. 0.21 ........ 22153 .......... WHISPERWOOD .............. 06/29/12

15  11640 HAVENNER RD ........... 4 .. 3 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $700,000 .... Detached .. 0.58 ........ 22039 ......... FAIRFAX STATION ............. 06/01/12

16  6221 WILLOWFIELD WAY ...... 6 .. 3 . 1 .. SPRINGFIELD ..... $700,000 .... Detached .. 0.20 ........ 22150 ...... HIGHGROVE ESTATES .......... 06/22/12

17  8626 JAMES CREEK DR ......... 5 .. 4 . 1 .. SPRINGFIELD ..... $700,000 .... Detached .. 0.17 ........ 22152 ............ JAMES CREEK ................ 06/29/12

Copyright 2012 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of July 13, 2012.

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

June Sales, $700,000~$749,900

1  4720 Walney Knoll Court, Chantilly — $740,000

3  7925 Hollington Place,
Fairfax Station — $739,000

7  9011 Scott
Street,

Springfield —
$725,000

16  6221 Willowfield Way,
Springfield — $700,000

9  5021 Veronica Road, Centreville — $720,000

2  7000 Clifton Knoll Court,
Alexandria — $740,000


